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“I will stand upon mr watch and will set my foot
upon the Tower, and will watch to sea what He will
say unto e, and what ansiwer I shall make to them
that oppose me.’—Habakkuk $:1,

Upon tbe earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for
Jooking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. . . . When these things
begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh.—Luke 21:25-31; Matthew 24:33; Mark 13:290.



THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS i]ournal is published for the purpose of aiding the

people to understand Jehovah’s purposes. It provides

systematic Bible study in which all its readers may regu-
larly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
reports thereof. It announces radio programs snd publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadecasting.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed Word of
Truth, It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as the
fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured, It
is free from parties, sects and creeds of men. It does not as-
sume & dogmatic attitude, but confidently invites a careful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
Word, of God. It does mot indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the Logo-
became & man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,

clothed with all power in heaven and in earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life,

THAT JESUS was made & human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life a
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as the
redemptive price for man.

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and pu}pose
of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes the ‘‘seed of Abraham’’ through which all families of
the earth shall be blessed,

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey hi

THAT THE GREAT ISSUE before all creation now is
the vindication of Jehovah’s word and name, and that it
is the privilege and duty of every true Christian to give
the testimony of Jesus Christ, and to make known that the
kingdom of heaven is come. This gospel of ths kingdom
must be preached.
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CONVENTIONS

For convenience of all readers of The Watch Tower through-
out the world, announcement is now made of conventions of
those who love and serve Jehovah, as follows:

May 23 to 28, 1931, Paris, France.

May 30 to June 1, 1931, Berlin, Germany,

June (exact date announced later), 1931, London, England.
July 24 to 30, 1931, Columbus, Ohio, U. 8. A.

Let all in America and Canada, if possible, make arrange-
ments for their vacations during the period of the Columbus
convention, in order that they may attend. This promises to
be a very important convention to the people of God, at which
many blessings from Jehovah may be expected. The president of
the Bociety hopes to attend all the above conventions. A more
detailed announcement will be made in The Watch Tower
shortly.

MEMORIAL FOR 1931

The beginning of the Jewish month Nisan, the ¢‘beginning of
months’’ according to Jehovah, is dated from the appearance
of the new moon nearest the Spring equinox, according to the
authorities. Such new moon this year appears at 2:51 a.m.,
March 19. The first day of Nisan would begin, therefore,
at 6 p.m,, that evening, which time of day is the beginning
of the Scriptural Jewish day.

Hence the fourteenth day of Nisan would commence at
6 p.m., April 1, It follows that the proper date for the cele-
bration of the memorial of Jesus’ death would be after 6: 00
p.m., Wednesday, April 1, 1931. That will be the time at which
the i,ord’s anointed ones will desire to assemble together at
their respective meeting places and celebrate the memorial
instituted by our Bavior.

Secretaries of classes are requested to report to The Watch
Tower, immediately following celebration of the memorial,
the number partaking in their respective places.

SERVICE CONVENTIONS
(In each instanoce olass service director’s name and address appear.)

Houston, Tex. Feb. 20-22
H. A, McElvy, 1518 Stanford St.
Colored: J, W. Hall, 2401 Loraine St.
Spanish: Jose Benteria, 1807 Congress Av,

San Antonio, Tex.

Dr, W, H, Dunn, 3012 Broadway

Colored: N, H. Keller, 222 Douglas Way

S8pamish: P. C. Moreyra, 1718 Guadalupe St.
Denver, Colo.’

K. O. Reddish, 4785 Quitman 8t.

Los Angeles, Calif,

W. P. Crawford, 526 W. Washington 8t.

San Francisco, Calif,

N. A, Yuille, 195 W. Portal Av.

Feb, 27-Mar. 1

March 6-8
March 13-15

March 27-29
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HIS TEMPLE

“The desire of all nations shall come.””—Hag. 2:7.

PART 2

his own good time and seasons to bring to pass
certain parts of his work, and this includes the

messages he sends from time to time to his faithful
people. The faet that the Lord is so explicit in the
propheecies to name the month, day, and year, indicates
that there is a specific time that the Lord sends to his
people a message for their encouragement.

2The last verse of the first chapter of Haggai’s
prophecy shows the Jews doing work on the house of
the Lord in the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month,
in the second year of the reign of Darius, the king of
Persia. The second chapter of Haggai’s prophecy be-
gins with the statement that on the twenty-first day
of the seventh month of the same year Jehovah com-
mands his prophet to speak to Zerubbabel the captain,
and to Joshua the high priest, and to the remnant of
the people. The time here mentioned was about one
month after the work had been begun afresh on the
Lord’s temple. According to the law concerning the
feast of tabernacles this day would be a sabbath day
or holiday time when the people would be assembled
at the altar for service unto Jehovah. That was a con-
venient time for the Prophet Haggai to address the
leaders and the remnant, and it is certain that the
Lord Jehovah had chosen that time. The message of
the Lord was directed specifically to the leaders; there-
fore showing that a responsibility is laid upon them
to be examples to the remnant, and examples of God’s
favored ones in the course of action that they would
pursue.

31t is easy to see that there is a correspondency in
the events then and in the action of the Lord’s people
at this time. At certain fixed times the Lord sends a
message to his people, and this shows a responsibility
upon those who are put in position as leaders to be
examples to the others, and examples of God’s flock.
—1 Pet. 5:3.

4+ Solomon’s temple, which had been destroyed by
the Babylonians some years previously, to wit, in the
year 606 B. C., is described as being a glorious strue-
ture. Hearing of its greatness, and the grandeur of
King Solomon, the Queen of Sheba made a pilgrim-

JEHOVAH does everything orderly. He chooses
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age to Jerusalem, It is written that when she had
seen Solomon’s way of ascent by which he went up
into the house of the Lord there was no more spirit
in her and she said to the king: ‘‘The half was not
told me.”” (1 Ki. 10:5-7) When the foundation of
Zerubbabel’s temple was laid, which was about sixteen
years prior to the occasion of Haggai’s prophetic
speech here under consideration, there were then pres-
ent some ‘who were ancient men that had seen the
first house of the Lord’, or Solomon’s temple. Some
of these men saw the foundation of Zerubbabel’s tem-
ple laid before their eyes, and when they saw it they
wept with a loud voice. (Ezra 3:10-12) Those ancient
men must have been few in number, if any, at the
time when Haggai delivered the message to the rem-
nant as set forth in his prophecy, because it was then
eighty-six years after the destruction of Solomon’s
temple.

8 On the sabbath day aforementioned, when Haggai
stood up before the people he began his speech by
saying to the Jeaders and the remnant: ‘Who is there
among you [the remnant] that saw this house in its
former glory?’ Solomon’s temple had been completely
destroyed, and now another temple was to be built
at the same place; and the prophet speaks of both as
the same house. The temple represented God’s organi-
zation; and although there comes from time to time
a change in the personnel of God’s organization, that
makes no difference, because it is still the same organi-
zation. Such is the lesson here taught. The humble-
minded would learn from this that regardless of what
man of importance or prominence is in God’s organi-
zation, when he passes from the stage of action the
organization is not affected one jot or tittle, but the
work of Jehovah goes straight forward just the same.

¢ Manifestly Haggai’s propheey was not intended
to cause these ancient or old men to dream of the
departed glory that they had once secen, nor to causc
them to weep because of desiring the days that were
gone. He called their attention to the glory of Solo-
mon’s temple in order that they might have a bene-
ficial lesson, to wit, a lesson of faith in Jehovah and
his Word. Thus trusting God, they could see a future
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infinitely more grand and glorious than that of the
past. God would now strengthen the faith of his peo-
ple, and therefore directed his prophet to thus speak
to them. Here was a splendid opportunity to exercise
faith in God.

* At the time Haggai thus spoke more than sixteen
years had elapsed sinee the altar had been placed and
the foundation laid. In all that time from the begin-
ning the work had lain in neglect. The foundation,
therefore, was all of the new temple now visible to
human eyes. With these conditions about them Haggai
said to the people: ‘How do you see the temple now?
is it not in your eyes in ecomparison of it as nothing?’
(Vs. 3) The people were asked to believe that although
there appeared only the foundation that had been
previously laid, out from it would come something far
surpassing the glories of Solomon’s day. That required
a great deal of faith on their part. It was therefore a
lesson of faith in Jehovah and his ability to accomplish
his purposes.

¢ Jehovah chooses his own way to humiliate human
pride. He selects ‘the things which are not, to bring to
naught the things that are, that no flesh may glory in
his presence’. (1 Cor. 1:28, 29) All who then heard
the words of God’s prophet must have agreed that ‘‘ex-
cept the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that
build it*’. (Ps. 127:1) Zechariah also prophesied con-
cerning the same work, ‘‘For who hath despised the
day of small things? for they shall rejoice to see the
plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with thoese seven;
they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro
through the whole earth.”” (Zech. 4:10, margin) To
be sure, Jehovah could have chosen those to do his
work who are far more brilliant mentally, and who
have a better and higher standing amongst the people
than the ones he did choose, but had he chosen them
they would have boasted. God will not have his work
done by those who pride themselves on their own ability
to accomplish it. This should long ago have taught a
lesson to many of the conscerated that no one can have
pride in what he calls ‘“‘character development’’ and
thereby think he ean make himself thereby qualified
for God’s use in his kingdom. Each one can be a co-
worker with God, but he must work according to God’s
rules.

® Jchovah knows better than any creature that men
must have their faith strengthened, and he provides
that which is necessary to strengthen their faith; and
50 on the occasion that, through his prophet, he ad-
dressed the builders of the temple at Jerusalem, for
their encouragement he said: ‘“Yet now be strong, O
Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua,
son of Joscdech, the high priest; and be strong, all
ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and work; for
I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts: according to
the word that I covenanted with you when ye came
out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you;
fear ye not.’’-——Hag. 2: 4, 5.

BrookrLyN, N. Y.

10 Abraham is called ‘‘the father of the faithful’’
He had his faith put to the strong test and he showed
his complete confidence in Jehovah. Of him it is writ-
ten that ‘he was strong in faith, giving glory to Jeho-
vah the Almighty God’. (Rom. 4:20) It is those who
have a faith similar to that of Abraham that God has
chosen as material for the building of his glorious
antitypical temple.—Heb. 2:16, Diag.

1 Christ Jesus, the primary antitype of the prince
and high priest who built the typical temple, was at
all times strong in faith in Jehovah. He is God’s in-
strument in building the antitypiecal temple. When
his enemies pressed him he said to them: ‘‘Destroy
this temple [like as Satan’s organization had de-
stroyed Solomon’s temple] and in three days I will
raise it up.’”’ (John 2:19) The Lord God had sent
Zerubbabel to lay the foundation of the typical temple
and he would have the people made strong in faith
that it would be finished because his word and his
name were involved. Therefore he caused to be writ-
ten: ¢‘The hands of Zerubhabel have laid the founda-
tion of this house; his hands shall also finish if; and
thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me
unto you.’’ (Zeeh. 4:9) The Lord will now have the
faith of his people made strong, and therefore he gives
his word of assurance that his temple and the work
in connection therewith shall be eompleted in his own
due time and to his own glory.

URGING TO SERVICE

2 Some who have for a long while claimed to be
followers of Christ Jesus have made strenuous objec-
tion to The Watch Tower’s repeatedly calling upon the
anointed to be active in the service of the Lord God.
Their eriticisms have been caustie and with the mani-
fest purpose of doing injury. The remnant see that
such objectors arc wrong. God has not called anyone
to be a dreamer. Note that the emphasis of Haggai’s
prophecy is upon faith and work: ‘‘Be strong, all ye
people of the land, . . . and work; for I am with you,
saith the Lord of hosts.’’ Thus the prophet was urging
upon the people diligence in engaging in the service
of the Lord.

13 The words of the prophet were therefore truly
a serviee speech to his brethren. Those of God’s temple
class must now follow that example or lead. They too
must make service speeches to one another, that all
may be encouraged to press on in the work. It is there-
fore certain that the Lord has direeted his organiza-
tion on earth to have what we call service meetings
and service conventions, because the whole purpose
of the remnant now on earth is service unto the Lord
in connection with the temple.

4 Writing concerning this very day of Jehovah,
his prophet says: ‘‘In that day it shall be said to
Jerusalem, Fear thou not; and to Zion, Let not thine
hands be slack. The Lord thy God in the midst of thee
is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with
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joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with
singing.’’ (Zeph. 3:16, 17) The Elijah work of the
church is gone, and the present is no time to dream of
it, its glories, its sweet times, its conventions or its
assembling to talk about ‘‘character development’’.
The work of the remnant must now be done, and done
speedily, in econneetion with the temple. No other work
would mect with the Lord’s approval. Those who pur-
sue any other eourse are workers of iniquity because
they are going contrary to God’s commandments.

15 As the Lord organized his people to rebuild the
temple at Jerusalem, even so now he has an organiza-
tion on earth; and it is worsc than foolish for anyone
who claims to believe in God to say that he has no
such organization. Every one who will admit the faets
must say that the Wateh Tower Bible and Traet So-
ciety, or those who faithfully stand together and who
are called the ¢‘Society’’, constitutes God’s visible
organization. Christ Jesus, the glorified Head of the
temple ‘‘not made with hands’’, is directing the work
now being done by the remnant. The remnant are
joyfully doing this work in obedience to the command-
ments of the Lord, and they thus do it by telling the
testimony of Jesus Christ which he has committed unto
the remnant to be delivered.—Rev. 12:17; 14:1.

18 Jehovah’s promise to the builders of Zerubbabel’s
temple was: ‘‘I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts.”’
This means a fight or work amidst opposition, because
the Mighty One speaks of himsclf as the ‘‘Lord of
hosts’’ or ‘Lord of battle’, By this the Lord also tells
what work he will approve and prosper and how he
will protect the workers while they are thus doing his
will. It should be manifest to all that anyone who
would take a course contrary thereto is a lawless
worker, hence a worker of iniquity. These are the ones
that the Lord Jesus sends his angels to gather out.
The Lord shows his approval of those who are obedi-
ent to his commandments, and this approval is shown
by bringing them under the robe of righteousness.
The garments worn show that these are identified as
being completely devoted to God and to his work.
Satan and his emissaries will interfere, but the Lord
will rebuke the enemy and bless his own people.

17 The promise of Jehovah to the Israelites was:
¢My spirit remaineth among you; fear ye not.’” It is
even so with God’s remnant of the present time. His
spirit in the midst of his people is the power that
accomplishes his work. Without his spirit no results
could be had. ““This is the word of the Lord unto
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but
by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.’”’ (Zech. 4:6)
Approximately 1922 there was a special effusion of
the holy spirit upon God’s people, and that spirit has
continued with those who have remained true to the
covenant for the kingdom. These have not feared man
or devil, but have manifested boldness in this day of
judgment and have thus proven their unselfish devo-
tion to Jehovah. (1 John 4:17) As the Samaritans
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persecuted and threatencd the Jews when rebuilding
the typical temple, even so now their ecounterpart, the
religious hybrids and the ‘‘man of sin’’, threaten
God’s remnant and accuse them of all kinds of wicked-
ness. But the remnant have no fear of any of these or
of the Devil himself; but, frusting in the Lord, they
go joyfully on in the service.

WHY NOT FEAR

18 The fact that the building of the temple was
begun was a certain indication to the Jews that the
end of their oppression was near and that then they
would be secure in their own eity. It was in 1918 that
the construction of the antitypical temple began, and
that fact is evidence to the faithful that the end is
near when Satan’s organization shall be cleared out
and God’s people shall be ever secure. This is indicated
by the words of the Prophet Haggai, to wit: *‘For
thus saith the Lord of hosts, Yet once, it is a little
while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth,
and the sea, and the dry land.”’ (Hag. 2:6) Jehovah
now makes known to his people what he ean and will
do to the enemy, and thus assures his people that they
need not fear. God has announced his purpose to de-
stioy the enemy and his organization, and the rem-
nant know that he will do it. They believe what the
Lord says: ‘“At his wrath the earth shall tremble,
and the nations shall not be able to abide his indigna-
tion.”’—dJer. 10: 10,

19 Paul first calls attention to one shaking at Mount
Sinai, where the typical tabernacle was erected, and
then he adds: ‘Yet once more I shake not the earti:
only, but also heaven, and this time everything in
opposition to the temple of God shall be removed.’
(Heb. 12:19-27) To encourage the people of the Lord
he makes known that it is not a great while now, but
is ““a little while’’, until Jehovah God will completely
clear out the enemy and thus finish the workers of
iniquity. Referring to the same time, through his
prophet Isaiah, God says: ‘‘Come, my people, enter
thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee:
hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the
indignation be overpast.’”’ (Isa. 26:20) Thus he again
assures his people that while doing his work in eon-
nection with the temple they shall be under his pro-
tection and that it will be but a little while until his
indignation will be completely expressed against the
enemy. Already the Devil’s heavens have been shaken
and have fallen to the earth or in close proximity
thereto.

20 This shaking began in 1914; and the shaking still
continues, and will continue until all opposition to
the Lord and his kingdom is removed. Of the
““heavens’’ and ‘‘earth’’ being shaken, the words are
here used or stated in contrast to each other. Also the
‘“‘/dry land’’ and the ‘‘sea’’ are spoken of in contrast.
The ‘‘dry land’’ well represents the order-loving peo-
ple who have a sincere desire for righteousness, and
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this includes a great multitude who once agreed to do
God’s will but who have not faithfully lived up to their
privileges. The ‘‘sea’ represents that godless pcople,
alienated from Jehovah, who by organized efforts carry
on the affairs of the present wicked world, and par-
ticularly the commercial and political and religious
elements thereof, which with their mouths call upon
the name of God and Christ Jesus and yet deny the
Lord completely. It also includes particularly ‘‘the
man of sin’’, which is anti-God and anti-kingdom, all
of which are like the troubled sea. (Isa. 57:20, 21)
‘When the remnant see these things coming to passthey
are told that they need have no fear but should rejoice
in the fact that they are on Jehovah’s side and go
boldly on in proclaiming the greatness of his work and
singing praises to his name.

SHAKING ALL NATIONS

21 The prophet of Jehovah now speaks of the shaking
of all nations, evidently referring specifically to the
nations of ‘‘Christendom’’. This shaking must take
place in ‘‘the day of the Lord’’, where we now are.
‘We are progressing to the final shaking., The prophet
of the Lord says: ‘‘And I will shake all nations, and
the desire of all nations shall come; and I will fill this
house with glory, saith the Lord of hosts.”’ (Hag. 2:7)
Following the World War, from and after 1918, the
nations began to settle down and try to bring about
peace. They even joined together to heal the deadly
wound of one of the heads of the beast that came up
out of the sea. (Rev, 13:3) They assembled together
and formulated peace treaties, schemes of refinancing,
disarmament compacts, and thus began to make them-
selves apparently feel somewhat secure, advancing to
the day when they would ery, ‘‘Peace and safety.”’
Not yet has the claim of universal peace reached its
climax; and when it does come, and the announcement
is made, then sudden destruction shall come upon
them.—1 Thess. 5:3.

22 Tt appears to be clearly settled that the Lord will
not permit the nations to bring about their own peace
and safety and mend their conditions. The shakinyg
financially and politically continues to increase each
day, and all over the world at the time these words
are written the rulers are in perplexity and the dis-
tress of the people inereases. The shaking of the nations
constituting Satan’s organization on earth continues,
and it will continue until the final destruction. All
things made by Satan, and which come under the
control of Satan, must go down to destruction. Re-
ferring to the same shaking, the apostle wrote: ¢ And
this word, Yet once more, significth the removing of
those things that are shaken, as of things that are
made, that those things which cannot be shaken may
remain.”” (Heb. 12:27) It is manifest from these
words that nothing shall be able to stand in this time
of shaking except those who are in the seeret place of
the Most High, abiding under the shadow of his pro-
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tection. This should be and is an added encourage-
ment to God’s remnant on earth.

22 The day or hour of the complete overthrow, no
one knows. But surely it is but just ‘“a little while’’,
as the Lord says. When God’s faithful remnant have
given the testimony committed to that class and that
work is completed, then doubtless the final shaking
and destruction will come. The remnant have thrown
their fears to the winds, and must continue to do so
and go boldly and joyfully on in obedience to God’s
commandments, doing the work of the Lord in the
face of all enemies and all opposition. It seems reason-
able that when these are apparently hemmed in by
Satan’s organization then the final conflict will come
to pass. When all parts of Satan’s organization are
gathered together to do battle against God’s anointed,
the promise is, the remnant shall not be ecut off from
God’s organization. ‘For then shall the Lord go forth
to fight’; and when he fights, everything in opposition
to him shall fall. (Zech. 14:1-3) This and other serip-
tures show that the temple class will not and cannot
be shaken.

¢ God’s temple will not be removed, nor destroyed
as was Solomon’s temple. The remnant constitute that
part of the temple yet on earth, and therefore are
‘those things which cannot be shaken but which will
remain’, This is further proof that the temple will
remain to the glory of Jehovah God’s name, This proof
is further supported by the words of Jehovah’s proph-
et Haggai, when he says: ‘““And I will fill this house
with glory, saith the Lord of hosts.”” The fact that
Jehovah here speaks of himself as ‘‘the Lord of hosts’’
shows that this time of ‘filling of the house with glory’
has reference to a time of war or fight, because thus
Jehovah describes himself as the God of battle going
on to vietory and giving victory to his own.

25 Those who can now by self-examination determine
that they are of the remnant of the Lord have no
occasion for fear, but every reason to rejoice. Many
of such are now being arrested and thrown into jail
because they are faithfully giving the witness to the
name of Jehovah. A money fine is imposed upon some
of these, and this they pay in order to again go free.
While it is true that all the money belongs to the Lord,
it might be more pleasing to the Lord to stand firm
and endure by going to prison rather than to pay fines.
Anyone who quietly goes about preaching the gospel
of God’s kingdom by carrying the printed message
thereof to the people is doing so in obedience to God’s
commandments and therefore could not be violating
any law that is properly made and righteously en-
forced.

26 Satan’s instruments, the clergy and their allies,
frequently have some of these faithful ones arrested
and thrown into prison on the charge of ‘violating
the Sunday law’ beecause they are carrying the gospel
of the kingdom to the people. In this the clergy must
know that they are doing wrong. In America Sunday
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has always been recognized as the day especially set
aside for preaching the Word of God. Those who are
now engaged in thus preaching the gospel on Sunday,
by carrying the books containing the message thereof
to the people, are doing good to many and doing in-
jury to no one,

27 The clergy are not interested in seeing that the
name of Jehovah is kept free from reproach on Sun-
day. Their own selfish course of action proves this.
Their real purpose is to prevent the people from hav-
ing the truth. The Samaritans tried to prevent the
rebuilding of the temple. Their counterpart, particu-
larly those who were once enlightened in the truth
and who have become wicked, try now to prevent the
remnant from doing work in connection with the anti-
typical temple. Let no one fear what these workers
of iniquity do or can do. Be of good courage; fear
not, and press on, ‘‘For I am with you, saith the Lord
of hosts.’’ Let no one who is of the remnant now agree
with the enemy organization to refrain from or stop
from preaching the gospel in order to escape punish-
ment at the hands of Satan’s organization. The Lord
is permitting this opposition for his own good pur-
pose. We may not now clearly see why he is permitting
it, but the faet that he does not restrain the perse-
cuting hand of the enemy is sufficient reason to know
that he has a good purpose in so doing. Probably the
Lord’s purpose is to permit the enemy to conviet him-
self by his own wilful course of action in persecuting
those known to be doing good in the name of Jehovah,

28 God’s people arc fighting the greatest battle that
has ever been fought on earth, and it is now their
privilege to have boldness in pressing the battle to the
gate. No one should be harsh or discourteous or guilty
of unseemly conduet toward the opposition, because
such could not be pleasing to the Lord and would
only increase the burdens of those who are already
burdened. When opposition is presented by those who
would interfere with the work, calmly, firmly, and
yet boldly say in substance:

29¢T am not doing any harm to any person, but I
am doing good to all who will ficar. I am not engaged
in a business enterprise for money gain, and therefore
I could not be violating any tax or police law. I am
voluntarily preaching the gospel of God’s kingdom
because God has commanded this to be done in honor
{0 his own name and for the benefit of the people. If
you interfere with my work, then you must answer,
not to me, but to Jehovah God. His kingdom is now
at hand. A great crisis is now approaching, and it is
his will and ecommand that the people should be told
about it, and no one should attempt to interfere with
that work, and those who do interfere must take the
responsibility.’

8 Thus doing you will be a witness to the name of
Jehovah, regardless of the immediate results. Let the
remnant trust in the Lord of hosts; for he is more
than all that can be against us,
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“DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS”

81 The prophet then states that after the shaking of
all nations ‘‘the desire of all nations shall come’’,
Various opinions are expressed by the translators in
regard to these words, as used in Haggai 2:7. Some
others render the text as follows: ¢‘ The precious things
[things to be desired, margin] of all nations shail
come.”’ (A. R.V.) “The desirable things of all nations
shall come.”” (E. R. V.) These renderinys of the text
could hardly be correct, for the reasons hereinafter
stated.

%2 Another rendering of the text is: ‘‘And the de-
light of all nations shall come in.’” (Roth.) This latter
rendering and that of the Authorized (or ‘‘King
James’’) Version seem more nearly to express the
proper conclusion in harmony with other seriptures,
‘‘The precious things of all nations’’ or ‘‘the desirable
things of all nations’’ could not be the correct mean-
ing, for the reason that all precious and desirable
things which all the nations of the earth could con-
tribute would not fill the house of the Lord with glory,
as the text states ‘must follow’. It is that which shall
come in conjunction with the ‘coming’ that ‘fills the
house of the Lord with glory’. All nations will be so
shaken at Armageddon that they will be eompletely
destroyed, and therefore they could not contribute
anything desirable to the house of the Lord. Besides
this, the glory here mentioned seems to hegin before
the final shaking at Armageddon. Nor could the nations
mentioned be confined to the ruling powers of the
people, for the reason that these desire extremely sclf-
ish things. The nations here mentioned therefore seem
clearly to mean the people composing earth’s human
creation,

33 To what place does this ‘‘desire of all nations”’
come? The scripture text and the context certainly
show that the coming is to the temple. Lecser’s trans-
lation supports this conclusion as it says: ‘‘shall come
hither.”” This is corroborated by Rotherham, who
renders it: ‘“ And the delight of all nations shall come
in’’ to the temple. The Lord Jesus Christ, having
completed the work of preparing the way before Je-
hovah, suddenly or straightway came to the temple
in 1918, About four years before that time the shaking
of the nations began; and it continues. Christ Jesus
is the ‘‘messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight
in’’, Therefore Christ Jesus, the Head of the Christ,
primarily must be ‘‘the delight of all the people”
when they know him, because he is God’s representa-
tive. Jesus Christ came to the temple as the vicegerent
of Jehovah. He is the ‘‘sced of promise’’ and is the
desire of all nations and peoples, even though they
know it not yet. Of him it is written: *‘In thy seed
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”’—Gen.
22:18.

3 The order-loving peoples of earth have a real de-
sire for the coming of the true Messiah and Deliverer;
but they have not been able to discern him, because of
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the blinding influence of Satan. The organization of
Satan, working under the supervision of ‘‘the wicked
one’’, has kept the people in ignorance of the very
one whom they really desire. This is proven by the
words of the Apostle Paul: ¢‘The earnest expectation
of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the
sons of God.”” (Rom. 8:19) Today there are, without
a doubt, millions of people of all nations who would
gladly welcome the great Messiah if they knew him
and his mission. Early in the history of man God
caused this prophecy to be written: ‘“Until Shiloh
come, and unto him shall the gathering of the people
be.’” (Gen. 49:10) That God will extend his merey
and favor to the people after the temple is completed,
and after the coming of Shiloh, the great Prince of
Peace, is manifested to the world, is certain. That
this will come at the completion of the temple is fur-
ther shown by the words of the prophet: ‘‘Rejoice, O
ye nations, with his people: for he will avenge the
blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to
his adversaries, and will be merciful unto his land,
and to his people.”’—Deut. 32: 43.

85The kingdom under Christ will bring the honest
desires and the things precious, such as life, liberty
and happiness. The delight of all the nations, however,
is The Christ, and the desire of these nations is that
of his eoming in. The peoples of earth now groan in
pain for deliverance, and wait for that deliverance
that will come through Christ, even though they do
not now know or understand the means of their
deliverance. It was the great desire of his faithful
followers that Christ should come, and he in whom
these delight did come to his temple in 1918 and is
now building up the temple class. Before the people
can see and understand and be blessed the remnant
must go out and preach the truth as a witness unto
all the nations. The remnant must now point out to
the people that Christ has come to his temple and that
he is the one they have long desired. It is not so much
the desirable things, but it is the Mighty One who
brings the blessings, that is the desired One. Of this
the people must be informed.

8 The house of Jehovah is the desire of the people,
and Christ Jesus is the Head of that house. He has
already come, and is gathering together unto himself
all who will be of ‘“the house’’. The first work after
his ecoming, in regard to the gathering, was the resur-
rection of those who had died faithful unto the cove-
nant for the kingdom. And now those who die in the
Lord are changed in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye; and finally those of God’s little remnant on
the earth will be made a permanent part of the glorious
house of God. With this completion of the temple class
the coming will be full and complete and the ‘‘mani-
festation of the sons of God’’ will then be made, and
will be the delight of all who love righteousness.

7 The shaking of the ‘‘heavens’’ and the ‘‘earth?”’,
the ‘‘sea’’ and the ‘‘dry land’’, began in 1914, and in
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1918, ‘‘the desired one’’ came to his temple; and the
remnant are the first ones permitted to discern this
fact and to rejoice. The nations of earth composing
Satan’s visible organization settle down to what they
think is going to be lasting peace, and then there is
a further shaking. During that time of assumed and
comparative peace the faithful remnant, seeing the
Lord has come to his temple, go forth with joy in
the Lord and give testimony to the people that Jehovah
is God and Christ is King, and that he is the One
desired. Such is temple work on their part, and as
they thus work the enemy desperately attempts to in-
terfere and the Lord protects them and they go boldly
on. With the complete desolation of Satan’s organi-
zation blindness will be completely removed from the
eyes of the people and God’s word and name will be
vindicated. The temple completed, then the people will
realize that the one they have so long desired, that is
to say, The Christ, has come and that with his coming
their deliverance and blessing has also appeared. God’s
temple is the mediatorial arrangement between Je-
hovah and the people of earth, and this will be the
place the people will seek for their blessing. Concern-
ing the house of the Lord thus completed it is pro-
phetically written: ‘My house shall be called the house
of prayer for all people.’—Isa. 56: 7.

%8 When the temple is completed, then the proph-
ccies following will have a fulfilment, and the Lord
now graciously shows his people in advance that such
will come to pass in a little while. (Isa. 42:9) ¢‘All
the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto
the Lord: and all the kindreds of the nations shall
worship before thee.”’ (Ps. 22:27) Then ‘‘all nations
shall serve him . . . and men shall be blessed in him;
all nations shall call him blessed’’. (Ps. 72:11, 17)
‘O praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise him, all ye
people.”” (Ps. 117:1) ‘“And nations that knew not
thee shall run unto thee because of the Lord thy God.”’
(Isa. 55:5) ‘“And the Gentiles [nations] shall come
to thy light.”’ (Isa. 60:3) ‘‘And the nations shall
bless themselves in him, and in him shall they glory.’’
—dJer. 4:2.

% The name ‘‘Jew’’ in the following propheey stands
for the temple class, Christ and his body members,
because these are the ones that give praise to Jehovah
God in his organization, which is pictured by Jeru-
salem; therefore it is written: ‘‘Yea, many people
and strong nations shall come to scek the Lord of
hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the Lord. Thus
saith the Lord of hosts, In those days it shall come to
pass, that ten men shall take hold, out of all languages
of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him
that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we
have heard that God is with you.’’—Zech. 8: 22, 23.

4° Then the name of Jehovah will be exalted. ‘‘From
the rising of the sun even unto the going down of
the same [symbolically meaning all the time] my
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name shall be great among the Gentiles [nations], . . .
saith the Lord of hosts.”’—Mal. 1:11.

HIS GLORY

411t is Jehovah’s name that is involved. He is the
One that will be glorified, and this glory of Jehovah
will be upon his house, as the prophet states: ‘“‘And I
will fill this house with glory.’’ Note that this state-
ment follows the building of the temple. From the
time the Lord Jesus Christ came to the temple and be-
gan the ‘gathering together his own unto himself’ the
glory of the Lord appears upon the temple, and only
the temple class see it for the present time. ‘‘The
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. . . . The Lord
shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon
thee.”” (Isa. 60:1, 2) The temple is Jehovah’s house,
and the place of his final residence, because it is the
temple class that execute his commandments. There-
fore it is his glory that fills the house.

42 There is no record in the Bible that the glory of
the Lord filled the temple of Zerubbabel at its dedica-
tion or at any other time. The reference in this verse
must therefore be to the antitypical temple of God.
With the coming of Christ Jesus to the temple the
glory of the Lord, does start to fill the house. (Isa.
6:1-4) The words of Jesus refer to the same glory,
when he said: ‘‘These things said Esaias, when he
saw his glory, and spake of him.”’—John 12:41.

42 Now ‘that day of the Lord’ is here and the temple
is being brought to a completion, and for the encour-
agement of the remnant it is written in the prophecy:
¢‘In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of
glory . .. unto the residue [remnant, the temple
class] of his people.’” (Isa. 28:5; Rev. 15:8) The
‘‘smoke’’ mentioned in the last above cited text sym-
bolizes Jehovah’s glorious presence at his house. This
glory of the Lord continues until he entirely fills the
house with his glory. In due time the peoples of earth
will come to discern the glory of the Lord upon his
house. ‘‘And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel
came from the way of the east, and his voice was like
2 noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his
glory. And it was according to the appearance of the
vision which I saw, even according to the vision that
I saw when I came to destroy the city; and the visions
were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar:
and I fell upon my face. And the glory of the Lord
came into the house, by the way of the gate whose
prospect is toward the east. So the spirit took me up,
and brought me into the inner court; and, behold, the
glory of the Lord filled the house.”’—Ezek. 43: 2.5,

¢ Jehovah would have his people of Judah know that
he was with them in building the temple and that if
their faith in him was complete failure would be im-
possible. Therefore he caused his prophet to say: ‘‘The
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord
of hosts.”” (Hag. 2:8) In the building of the anti-
typical temple Jehovah is the real builder of the
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house. Christ Jesus is the chief active Agent, but he
is doing the work under Jehovah'’s direction. Jehovah,
therefore, would have his people understand that he
is responsible for the temple and that having begun
the good work, he will finish it in his own good time
and to his own glory. The words of the prophet con-
cerning the ‘‘silver’’ and the ‘‘gold’’, used here, are
both literally and symbolically true. It all belongs to
Jehovah. Some men have assumed the ability to build
the house of the Lord themselves; but they could not,
and in this they have failed. Others have said that
God has committed to one man all the truth that is
brought forth in connection with the building of the
temple of Jehovah; and in this they are wrong, and
by reason of thus giving glory to the creature rather
than to the Creator they have fallen into the snare.

4 The truth is likened unto silver ‘‘tried in a fur-
nace of earth, purified seven times’’. The truth, like
all the silver of the earth, belongs to Jehovah God,
and he makes it known to his faithful people in his
own due time and for their encouragement. Men do
not purify the truth, because the truth does not belong
to them. God does that, and he performs this work
through his Chief Executive Officer in his own due
time. (Mal. 3:3) The Lord shows those who have
made a covenant to do Jehovah’s will that they can
acquire riches, represented by ‘‘gold’’, only by faith-
fully engaging in his service, which faithful service
necessarily brings upon them fiery trials and re-
proaches. (Rev. 3:18) Aside from engaging zealously
in the service of the Lord as opportunity affords, it
is impossible to have a part in the building of the
temple of God. Let no one deceive himself or be de-
ceived into believing that he may remain silent and
inactive in this day of battle and be blessed by the
Lord God as one of his remnant.

¢ The ready money to carry on the Lord’s work
does not always appear to be available or just at hand,
and such as have little faith might become fearful
that the work would be hindered or retarded for this
reason. God would have his people know that his work
shall not fail for want of money, because all of it is
his, and the work of building the temple is his. Those
who use their money in his work appreciate that to
do so is a real privilege. Only those who love God will
avail themselves of this privilege. The remnant of
Israel that returned from Babylon must have been
quite poor, and for this reason the word of the Lord
was given to them that they need not fear because of
their material poverty. Likewise today, God’s people
on earth are quite poor so far as earthly holdings are
concerned. They see the financial condition of the
world growing worse, many persons out of employ-
ment, and distress increasing, and some may be in-
clined to think that they can do no more work or that
the work is about done. No one needs to be disturbed
on this account. The work of the Lord must and will
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continue to go forward until it is completed, to his
glory,

4" Then God through his prophet further said to
the Israelites at Jerusalem, who looked upon the
foundation of the temple: *‘The glory of this latter
house shall be greater than [that] of the former, saith
the Lord of hosts.”” Without a doubt those words were
spoken for the purpose of encouraging the builders.
Even so now, the remnant know that the temple of
Jehovah shall soon be completed and that its glory
and beauty will far exceed anything ever before built.
The remnant of Israel had no need to be discouraged
when looking upon the work that was begun on the
temple, because of its appearance, but were admon-
ished to have faith in God that he would make it a
glorious structure. In like manner, those of the rem-
nant of God’s people on earth look at themselves and
at one another and they do not see much. They see that
the number of zealous workers is small, and becoming
even smaller: they see that many who once claimed
to be of the Lord are now actually opposing the work,
and these conditions tend to discourage the weaker
ones. Jehovah would have such to know that if they
will exercise faith in Him they will see the antitypical
temple completed and infinitely greater than the typi-
cal temple. God is building it, and will make it the
meeting place between himself and those who desirve
to be reconciled to him and live.

8 Jehovah continues to shower the remnant with
his blessings of goodness. As the wrath of the enemy
increases and the opposition to his people becomes
more severe the Most High increases the light upon
his Word and illuminates and increases the remnant’s
vision, permitting them to see his bountiful provision
for their protection and sustenance. In a little while
the fight will be done, and of this the remnant arc
fully assured. In just a little while the name of
Jehovah will be vindicated, and those of the temple
will see Jehovah in full brightness of his glory. There
is much for the remnant yet to do, however, and they
must continue to feed upon God’s Word and do his
service as the opportunity opens to them.

(To be continucd)
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QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

T 1. What lesson lies in Jehovah’s explicit record of day,
month, and year, in connection with many of the promi-
nent prophecies?

72, 3. To whom was the Lord’s message by Haggai given?
When{ Point out the significance of each of these facts.

9 4, 5. Compare Zerubbabel’s temple with Solomon’s, (a) in
regard to the site of the temple. (b) In regard to its
glory. What did each of these temples represent? What
highly important present lesson do these facts contain?

T 6, 7. Explain the purpose of Haggai’s words of verse 3.

% 8 9. What do the Scriptures clearly show as to the basis
on which Jehovah chooses those whom he uses to do his
work? How does he strengthen them to accomplish his
purpose?

1 10, 11. How does Romans 4:20 qualify all who would
have Jehovah’s approval?

9§ 12-14. Prove that The Watch Tower’s repeated encourage-
ment and urge to activity in the service has been clearly
Scriptural and therefore right.

T 15-17. What is clearly the position and the function of the
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society? How do the words
of Jehovah, ‘‘I am with you,’’ have their application and
complete fulfilment? How 13 Zechariah 4:6 manifestly
fulfilled to the remnant at this time}

9 18-20. When and how do Ilaggai 2: 6 and Hebrews 12: 27
have their fulfilment? In this connection, what 1s the
assurance Jehovah gives to his people?

1 21-24. Explain how and when Haggai 2: 7 has its fulfil-
ment. What 13 the privilege and duty of the remnant in
the meantime? Identify ‘‘those things which cannot b
shaken’’, and account tor their being thus designated.

% 25-27. Describe that which was foreshadowed in the oppo-
sition by the Samaritans to the building of Zerubbabel’s
temple. In this connection, how does Haggai 2:4 have
special application at the present time?

7 28-30. In circumstance of opposition, what is the proper
attitude and procedure? Why?

T 81-34. What is ‘“the desire of all nations’’, referred to in
verse 7% ‘“Shall come’’ where? How?

9 35-37. To what extent, and how, has this ‘‘desire’’ alrcady
‘“‘come’’ to the remnant? What is the present privilege
of the remnant in this regard?

T 38-40. Quote scriptures showing how the people of earth
will welcome the mediatoral arrangement inaugurated
when the temple is completed.

9 41-43. Point out the time and manner of fulfilment of the
prophecy, ‘I will fill this house with glory.’?

9 44-46. Why does Jehovah here say, ‘‘The silver is mine,
and the gold is mine’’? What does Revelation 3: 18 enjoin
upon those who would be truly rich? How only can such
riches be acquired?

T 47. What lesson and encouragement do God’s people now
find in his declaration that ‘“the glory of this latter house
shall be greater than that of the former’’?

1 48. What may the remnant now expect on the part of the
enemy? How has Jehovah graciously provided for his peo-
ple in this regard? What is their great privilege and joy
in the meantime?

THUS SAITH JEHOVAH OF HOSTS
Yet once a little it 13, and I am shaking the heavens and the earth,
and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the nations, and
the Delight of all the nations shall come in; and I will fill this house

with glory. . ..

Mane is the silver and mine the gold. . .

. Greater

shall be the last glory of this house than the first, . . « and in this
place will I gwe prosperity.



JEHOVAH

EHOVAH, the Almighty God, the Most High, is
J the Maker of all things good. He is from ever-
lasting to everlasting, and there is none other, He
covers himself with light for his garment, and all
light proceeds from him. He created the heavens and
stretched them out like a curtain and filled them with
his reflected glory. He laid the chief corner stone and
foundations of the earth and built it according to his
sovereign will, In its youth he made the cloud for its
garment of covering and the thick darkness for its
swaddling-cloth. He set the sun in the heavens for
the light of the earth by day, and the moon and the
myriad of stars for its light by night. He even num-
bered the stars and gave each one a name. With him
everything is order and there is no confusion. He
causes the stars and the planets to take their respec-
tive places and move continuously in their assigned
orbits. He has made the mountains to lift their heads
high above the sea and has commanded the eagle to
mount up above the rocky crag and to make her nest
in the strong places. He has clothed the earth in ver-
dure and filled the great forests with beasts and fowls
of the air.

He created man in perfection and made him the
prince of the earth, The eternal destiny of all creation
he holds in his mighty hand. The depth of the riches
of his wisdom and knowledge, and the height of his
power and love, are too great for the comprehension
of man. The Almighty One, however, condescends to
invite man to come and reason with him and to learn
of his way. To know and to obey God means to have
life everlasting in peace and happiness. Where then
should man expect to find knowledge and wisdom
except in the revelation of the Almighty God? His
‘Word is a fountain of knowledge and wisdom, ever
flowing to supply refreshment and life to those who
drink therefrom, He is the Fountain of life everlasting.

Jehovah God is the origin and source of all true
prophecy. In proof of this statement it is written in
Isaiah 44:6: *‘Thus saith Jehovah, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, Jehovah of hosts; I am the first,
and I am the last; and besides me there is no God.
And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set
it in order for me, since I established the ancient peo-
ple? and the things that are coming, and that shall
come to pass, declare unto them.”’

The great Creator has revealed himself to his crea-
tures by several names, each one of which is deeply
significant. By his name JEHOVAH is meant his
purposes toward his creatures. His name GOD denotes
that he is the Creator of everything that is good. His
name ALMIGHTY signifies that his power is without
limitation and that nothing can successfully resist him.
His name MOST HIGH means that he is supreme and
above all,

Why is there such gross ignorance concerning God
and his goodness toward men? The correct answer is
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that long centuries ago Satan the enemy of God turned
man into the paths of unrighteousness and rebellion
and since then has blinded men to the truth. In doing
this Satan has employed divers agencies, many of
which have claimed to represent God but who in fact
have misrepresented him. Practicing hypoerisy these
men have been used by Satan to turn the people away
from Jehovah and into darkness. God could have pre-
vented this, to be sure, but his wisdom led him to
permit the enemy to do his worst, that God might in
his due time prove to all intelligent creation that he is
supreme and that those who would have life must
obey him and walk in the way of righteousness,

The greatest truth that all men must learn is that
of and concerning the kingdom of God. That kingdom
will completely vindicate God’s Word and his name
and it will bring paradise and endless joy to the people.

There is no government on earth that is satisfying
to honest men. There never was a government that
was satisfactory to honest men. The reason is that
there is so much dishonesty practiced amongst men;
and all people are afflicted with disease, sickness and
death. That unhappy condition began more than sixty
centuries ago, when perfect man was in Eden. The
rebellion of Satan led to the downfall of man and
brought death upon all human creation. In that hour
of distress God gave his word of promise that ‘the
seed of the woman shall bruise the head of him who
brought death upon mankind’. The ‘‘woman’’ there
mentioned symbolically pictured God’s universal
organization of righteousness., The promised ‘‘seed’’
is the offspring of that woman, or universal organiza-
tion of God, and constitutes his kingdom. At the be-
ginning God put his kingdom to the fore as the most
important of all truths.

Years thereafter God gave Abraham and his wife
the promise that by their seed all the families of the
earth shall be blessed. God used them to make a pro-
phetic picture, Abraham was a picture of God him-
self, while his wife Sarah pictured the universal
organization of Jehovah God. The promise then made
further disclosed that the ‘‘seed’’ that would bring
blessings to the nations of the earth would be produced
by and through a long period of testing and suffering
and, when brought forth to completeness, shall con-
stitute the kingdom of God.

To meet his requirements Jehovah has kept this
secd shrouded in mystery for many centuries. Grad-
uslly he has unfolded this mystery to his prophets and
faithful servants. He gave his Word of promise that
the mystery should be completely solved and under-
stood at the end of the world, otherwise known as
‘“the last days’’.

That time has now arrived. We are at the end of
the world and in the last days. That does not mean
the end of the earth, because the earth abides forever.
It does not mean the end of time, because time shall
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never end. It means the end of the long dark period
of time in which wickedness has predominated. It
means the lifting of the veil of darkness and igno-
rance from the people to the end that the great light
of God’s loving-kindness may shine into the mind of
every man. That time is first marked by a great amount
of trouble and suffering culminating in the greatest
tribulation that earth has ever known. That trouble
will be brief and will be the last, and it will usher in
the rule of righteousness on earth. That rule of right-
eousness will bring the desire of every honest heart.
As it progresses the earth will be filled with a happy
and joyful race of people who will give honor and
glory to the Most High God. To gain a knowledge of the
kingdom of God is therefore of greatest importance
to all people.

These precious and satisfying truths are set forth
in the Bible, which is the Word of God. The study
of the Bible is the most profound in which man ecan
engage. Its understanding is to be preferred by far
to all the gold and silver the world can produce. It
enlightens the mind, makes glad the heart, and gives
much strength to the man.

It has been claimed that the understanding of the
Bible is limited to a few men called ‘“the clergy’’.
That claim is not the truth. The Bible is given for the
understanding, aid and comfort of all who love right-
eousness and who earnestly seek to know and to do
God’s will. It is the Word of God. In Psalm 25: 14 it
is written: ‘‘The secret of the Lord is with them that
fear him; and he will shew them his covenant.”’

Fear of the Lord God does not mean a morbid
dread of impending disaster. A godly fear is awe and
veneration of the creature for the Creator. It is man’s
proper appreciation of the majesty and loving-kind-
ness of the Most High, the man being deeply appre-
hensive lest he should transgress God’s righteous
and unchangeable laws. The fear of man leads one
into a snare. The fear of God is the beginning of wis-
dom and leads one in the way of life. In order for
man to obtain life everlasting it is necessary for him
to be brought to a knowledge of the truth. The truth
of primary importance is that concerning Jehovah
God. It is written in the Seriptures that ‘this is life
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eternal, to know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent’.—John 17:3.

Jehovah God has not pushed his name to the fore.
At stated intervals he has brought his name promi-
nently before his creation. This he has done by a
demonstration of his unlimited power, whiech has
always proved that the Devil is powerless against Je-
hovah when the latter deems it proper to exercise his
great power against the wicked one, At these stated
intervals God has brought his name before his erea-
tion, not for a selfish reason, but for the benefit of his
creatures. Unselfishness has been his motive. This is
another proof that ‘“‘God is love’’.

During the ages God has magnified his word of
promise above his name. The time has come, however,
when Jehovah’s name and word shall be exalted among
his creatures. Then all creatures will know that the
word of God is always true and that his name is above
all and worthy to be praised.

God’s word of promise is perfeet. It is his expressed
will. In the ages he has moved majestically forward
in carrying eut his will as expressed in his Word. At
stated intervals, to save the people from complete
infidelity, he has brought his name prominently before
them. Now the ‘‘seed of promise’’ is about completed
and the time is at hand when the Lord will magnify
his holy name before mankind. The issue will then be
finally determined against Satan in favor of Jchovah.
He will have a witness given in the earth of his pur-
pose, and this witness must be given now. Who will
profit by the testimony given?

The meek are those that are teachable. The wice
man is he who desires to be taught the truth and to
be cuided by the truth. It is written in Psalm 25:9:
““The meek will he guide in judgment, and the mecl
will he teach his way.’’ It is furthermore written:
““The meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight
themselves in the abundanee of peace.’”” The student
soon finds that the Bible is a great storehouse of knowl-
edge and wisdom because it tells of Jehovah God. A
knowledge of the Bible is now within the reach of all.
Learn its contents and be greatly blessed. ‘“Where
do we get our Bible?’’ many ask. That qucstion shall
be answered in another address.

WHO hath proved the spirit of

Jehovah? or being his counsellor hath been giving him knowl-
edge? With whom hath he taken counsel? . . . Lo! nations are
as a drop on a bucket, and as finc dust on a balance are accounted.
Lo! islands like an atom can he hoist. . . . All nations are as

nothing before him.

. « . Hust thou not known, hast thou not

heard, that the God of age-past time, Jehovah, the Creator of the
ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither groweth weary? There is

no searching of his understanding. . .

. They who wait for Je-

hovah shall renew their strength.—Isaiah.



THE PURPOSE OF MAN'’S EXISTENCE

‘ >( ’AS man placed upon this earth to show what
he could do, and thus to glorify and immor-
talize himself? You know, scientists and
philosophers of this age think that the achievements
of men are simply so wonderful and important to the
universe that it would be a shame if the intelligence
of earth’s great men perished at death; and so they
believe that the mind or intellect of these great per-
sons must live on after death that thus these precious
minds might be preserved for the good of the universe.
Thus men attach much importance to men and to
man’s attainments, But we are forced to ask, What
about God? Surely man did not bring himself into
existence. What things man achieves are confined to
this green earth, and the mind and intellectuality
which he develops from birth onward are not so won-
derful and neccessary to God’s operation of the uni-
verse that he must immortalize them after death. God
suffers no loss or damage by the death of earth’s
great musicians, poets, authors, composers, scientists,
and builders; for God made the brains, the bodies and
the faculties with which these men worked. Psalm nine-
ty-four, verses eight, nine and ten, says: ‘‘Understand,
ye brutish among the people; and ye fools, when will
ye be wise? He that planted the ear, shall he not hear?
he that formed the eye, shall he not see? He that chas-
tiseth the [nations], shall not he correct? he that
teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know?"’

The sacred Word alse says: ‘“Put not your trust in
princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no
help. His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth:
in that very day his thoughts perish.”’ (Ps. 146:3, 4)
This rule applies to the thoughts of men of great
earthly careers; none of them is an exception. There is
no immortalizing of their minds at death, for Eeccle-
siastes, chapter nine, verse five, says: ‘‘The dead know
not any thing.’’ Unless the Bible gave promise of a
resurrection of the dead because of Jesus’ death in
behalf of humanity, these great men would never live
again, It does not do, therefore, for us to deify man
and to magnify his importance and what he has accom-
plished in life.

Man did not call himself into being. It is equally
certain that man did not formulate the purpose for
which he was created. The great supreme God, Jeho-
vah, who made man and gave him life, is the One who
originated the purpose of man’s being. Hence men
should not decide in their own minds what shall be
their purpose in life, for in so doing they will err, no
matter how much of a success they may appear to the
world to attain. The proper thing, and the wisest, is
to find out what was God’s will and purpose in bring-
ing man into existence on this earth, and then to bring
one’s whole life into accord with that divine purpose.
The very fact that God made man superior to the
brute beast and endowed him with such higher intel-
ligence implies that God meant that man should use
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his mind to learn the will of his Creator and then do
it lovingly and joyfully.

People have gotten the idea that man was made to
exist only temporarily upon this earth, and by his
earthly experience be prepared at last to die and go
to a “‘next world’’; and that the purpose of his earthly
existence is, therefore, that he might be brought into
contact with evil and be tested by it and thus be proved
worthy of eternal life in a heaven of joy or deserving
of everlasting suffering in a place of fiery torment.
This idea is unsecriptural.

Many seriptures state that God made this earth for
man’s permanent home (Isa. 45:12, 18; Ps. 115:16);
that this earthly planet will never pass out of exist-
ence (Ps, 78:69; Ececl. 1:4); and that God placed man
upon it to stay. Furthermore, when God placed the
first man here, not only was man perfect as the handi-
work of God, but there was no wickedness or evil in
the earth. Hence man could not then have been tested
by evil.

God did not create any wickedness, nor any evil or
wicked creature, in order to test out man. Hence the
first man and woman were not tested out in the midst
of evil and wicked conditions in the earth. They were
in the garden of Eden, where everything was ideal,
beautiful, and perfect. God tested them by merely in-
forming them what his will and law were and com-
manding them to obey that they might live on forever
in perfection on this earth. God allowed them the full
opportunity to choose for themselves whether they
would obey and thus prove their loyalty to God, or
disohey and die. Here was where the test lay, and that
amid sinless and perfect conditions on earth.

The test specially came to Adam and Eve when
God’s disobedient son, the Devil, used the ser-
pent to suggest that they disobey God’s law for the
experience that they would get. The Devil deceived
Eve into thinking this experience would be beneficial
to herself and her husband. But Eve was soon disil-
lusioned, for disobedience brought the evil of death.
(Rom. 5:12) From then on evil has existed on
this earth, both the evil of moral wickedness and also
such evils as calamities, plagues, accidents, wars, floods,
fires, earthquakes, and death. All this proves that it was
not God’s purpose to bring mankind into this earth
to test each one by contact with evil. The faet is that
the race of Adam has not been on test or trial during
this reign of wickedness and death. Adam was under
test in Eden and he failed. Hence his children in-
herited imperfection and were born unfit for eternal
life. And so they have died all along and are still
dying. There is no need, therefore, for them to be on
trial, seeing that they are already in a sinful and con-
demned state, and seeing also that man is not meant
to go to heaven at death.

However, God has availed himself of the existence
of evil to test the loyalty and devotion of those of men
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who dedicate themselves to him to serve him rather
than the Devil. Jesus and all his footstep followers
till now have been thus tested, as were also God’s
faithful witnesses and prophets prior to the death
and resurrection of our Lord. Because of Jesus’ faith-
fulness under the most extreme circumstances of evil
God rewarded him with a resurrection from the dead
and exaltation to the highest place in heaven next to
God himself, Jesus’ followers, also, must keep their
faith and covenant with God clear to the end, in spite
of the temptations, wickedness and hardships of this
world. So doing, they will be counted worthy of a
resurrection to immortal life in heaven and to reign
as kings and priests with Jesus in his throne.

The faithful prophets of the Old Testament did not
have the opportunity to become disciples of Jesus.
This precludes them from sharing in the heavenly
resurrection; but the Apostle Paul assures us in He-
brews, chapter eleven, verse thirty-five, that God will
reward their devotion to him by granting them ‘‘a
better resurrection’’ than the rest of the non-Christian
world. This resurrection will mean a raising of them
at once to life as perfect human creatures and making
them ‘‘princes in all the earth’’ as the visible, human
representatives of Christ’s kingdom. (Ieb. 11: 39, 40;
Ps. 45:16) The faithfulness of these prophets as well
as of Jesus and his disciples during this time of the
permission of evil has glorified and vindicated the
name of Jehovah God.

God has set a time limit for evil to run its course.
That limit is about reached now. God has appointed the
kingdom of his Son Jesus as the agency for restraining
the great evildoer Satan, and for stopping evil in the
earth and establishing righteousness therein. Conse-
quently God’s promised kingdom is the biggest thing
now in the purpose of God as far as known to man.
Jesus told his disciples to make the interests of that
kingdom the chief purpose in their lives; he said to
them, ‘‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness.’’ (Matt. 6: 33) That kingdom is at the
door, and millions of earth’s present population may
be expected to witness the oncoming ‘‘battle of that
great day of God Almighty’’ which will rid the earth
of Satan’s wicked organization and so make room for
the full control of man’s affairs by the new King,
Christ Jesus.

God’s purpose in placing man on this earth was
that the earth might be the realm where human crea-
tures might perfectly praise and glorify their God and
forever perform his will. God put the perfect man and
woman in the garden of Eden, instructed them to repro-
duce their kind and fill this earth, and to subdue the
whole earth and beautify it like the garden of Eden.
But Adam and Eve refused to make this the one pur-
pose of their existence, They chose to turn aside.

Christ’s kingdom will correct all this. It will fulfil
God’s purpose toward man. It will banish wickedness
and all evil or calamitous things, It will raisc all the
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human dead to renewed existence on this earth. Satan
will no longer be able to deceive, because he will have
been bound. Jesus the great Master, through his earth-
ly representatives, the resurrected prophets, will teach
all mankind and bring them to an accurate knowl-
edge of the divine truths which are required to be be-
lieved and obeyed to gain eternal life. Mankind will be
washed from their sins by his blood, and he will lift
them up out of moral degradation, physical and men-
tal imperfection, and dying conditions, up to the stand-
ard of perfect men and women. Meantime, the efforts
of our race will be turned to transforming the earth
into a paradise, and under the blessings of God’s
kingdom the garden of Eden will be restored and
made to cover all the earth. When all this work is
completed by Christ’s government, mankind will be
fully restored to conditions on earth which will be
the exact duplicate of the perfect conditions which
Adam and Eve enjoyed in the primeval garden of
Eden. Then, first, so the book of Revelation, chapter
twenty, assures us, will Satan be loosed from his im-
prisonment to demonstrate his unreformed condition
of heart.

The loosing of Satan will of course constitute a se-
vere test upon the restored human family; but where-
as now men and women are too weak to resist Satan
and his temptations without God’s grace, then they
will be perfectly able to meet the test and maintain
their integrity toward God. Here again we note that
God does not test the human family as to their loyalty
to him by placing them in the midst of imperfect
and sinful conditions, but in conditions just as favor-
able and perfeet and holy as those in the original
garden of Eden. And then the true and noble purpose
of man, restored to God’s image and likeness, will be
to devote himself undividedly to God, to resist the
Devil, and to prove faithful to God and obedient
to his law and worship, and thus to please and glo-
rify him.

This is forcefully and simply stated in the book of
Ecclesiastes, chapter twelve, verse thirteen: ‘‘Let us
hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God,
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man.”” All those not choosing to fulfil this
duty and purpose, including the Devil himself, will
be for ever destroyed in the second death.

God’s kingdom, then, occupies the most important
place in God’s arrangement at this time. Since Jesus’
counsel was to seek first that kingdom and God'’s right-
eousness, all men should make it their one, chief pur-
pose in life, from now on, to prepare themselves for
the full establishment of that government over our
earth, that so they may promptly come into harmony
with its laws and work and may heartily and joyfully
cooperate therewith. Therefore, let the people turn
to the Bible and study about that kingdom and pro-
claim it to others. Thus doing, they will be fulfilling
the God-approved purpose of man’s existence on earth.



LETTERS

STRENGTHENED TO SERVE JEHOVAHR
DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Having just read the review of your two latest books, Light,
in Number 287 of The Golden -Age, and the exposition you
give of Revelation 14: 10, 11, we send you from the bottom of
our hearts our thanks for the feast of fat things that so
evidently will soon be our portion. We have not yet received our
copies; and the foretaste granted us in The Golden dge only
served to deepen our longing for this food from the Lord’s
table, of which we have heard so much.

The church has waited long for this, dear brother; and now
in the Lord’s due time, and when its strengthening nutriment
is most needed, he supplies our need, satisfies our hunger, and
fills us with joy and thanksgiving for his gracious care. True
appreciation demands that this strength must be returned to
the Giver in joyful service.

Being not ignorant of the Devil’s devices and of his beset-
ments upon Jehovah’s ¢‘servant’’ class, and yourself in par-
ticular at this time, we remember you all in our prayers, asking
that he might grant his strength and add his blessing to the
works of your hands, to his own praise and glory.

For ourselves we take the solemn vow that as ¢‘Light’’ is
granted unto us, so shall we, to the best that we are able,
seek to carry that ‘‘Light’’ farther, hiding it not under a
bushel, but holding it forth to the accompanying shout of
¢¢The Sword of the Lord and of His Anointed’’,

We have so far been very successful in the new ternitory to
which you, as the Lord’s instrument, sent us. Poor India, in
common with the whole world, is in sad need of the Lord’s
kingdom.

We rejoice with you in the privilege that now is ours to
vindicate the name of Jehovah. With much love,

Yours in joyful service,

R. TreriN AND C. 8. GoopymaN, India.

FROM HAWAII

DeAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

The brethren liere are desirous of making known their great
love for you because of the zeal and fearlessness shown in con-
nection with what the Lord has given you to do. It would be ab-
solutely impossible to accomplish the work done, since you have
been directing the affairs of the Society, without the Lord’s
full approval; and all can see by your attitude toward those
who oppose that it is your sole purpose to have this at all times.

We wish to thank you for the strength and encouragement
received from our study of The Watch Tower, as it is plain
that each article contains something of vital importance to us.
If a special effort had not been made to enlighten us as to
our duties and privileges along the lines of service we would
have been asleep long ago. The Lord would have held you re-
sponsible, as has been repeatedly pointed out.

It is unfortunate that the radio cannot be used as effec-
tively here as on the mainland. There is no doubt that this
would make it possible to reach many who will not purchase
literature now, but who probably would if the way could be
opened by the radio.

Assuring you of our daily prayers on behalf of yourself and
the other faithful ones at Brooklyn, and our desire to labor
shoulder to shoulder at all times, we are

Your brethren in the Lord,
HonoLuLy (Hawaii) ECCLESIA.

THANKFULNESS
DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

We have just finished reading the books Light. It is impos-
sible for me to express my thankfulness in words; but with
God’s help I shall carry Light to others, endeavor to be his
faithful witness.

For thirty-three years God has favored me with The Watch
Tower.

We love you, dear brother, and pray God to keep you and
protect you.

Your brother in Christ,

Derorest KooN, Michigan.
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A NEW IMPULSE

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Greetings! Words cannot express the blessing which I re-
ceived when reading Light. It was a revelation i the fullest
sense of the word. In the conditions of the church, from Ephe-
sus till Laodicea, I saw, like moving pictures, twenty years of
my life reflected.

As never before, 1 understood the full meamng of the com-
forting message: ‘I know your works, and tribulation, and
poverty; but you are rich, rich in God’s favor.’

What a revelation about the Nicolaitanes, the bosses, which
I have hated all the years, very often with a troubled heart;
and now, oh joy, to learn that the Lord has hated them, too,
and hates them still! And all the other features of Revelation,
which reveal the King in action, were a real inspiration.

The ‘¢‘Light’’ has given a new impulse 1n the whole class.
We had a weekly average of 387 books and 1,326 booklets, but
after having studied only a few chapters of Revelation in the
wonderful ¢‘Laght’’, we had a week’s result of 988 books and
4,615 booklets

I just returned from a four weeks’ journey over the fields
of twenty-five classes, All the dear fiiends hailed the ¢¢Light’>.
On this tour I came through Wilhelmshaven, a navyport on
the northern coast. I saw in this place the barracks agamn,
where forty years ago I received, as a marine, my first dnll
for the Devil’s business. Glad to say, I became an unfit soldier,
because fourteen years ago, when ‘‘Smyrna’’ was on the way,
I refused to do the Dewil’s business; by the Lord’s grace 1
could tell the Devil’s agents that I would not even touch their
bloody arms.

And now a few weeks ago I went, as a witness of the Lord,
through the same barracks, delivering the message of the King
of Peace. Where the sighs of many thousand marines once
were heard, suffering under Satan’s claws, a new scene has
appeared. The poorest of the poor have a primitive home 1n
these barracks. You may well imagine how my heart bubbled
over, a8 I went from door to door, telling the prisoners behind
the doors, of a better home not very far.

There is a lot more to write, but I dare not go to length.
Thanking you for all your labor for all those who have like
experiences in the King’s service, I am determined to act my
thankfulness by faithful obedience.

With warm love in the Lord, I am

Your brother in Christ,

H, VvON AHLFTEN, Germany.

A BLESSED DECADE

DEAR BROTHER RUTLIERFORD:

Your time is so thoroughly occupied that it seems almost
out of order to add any additional burdens, but I do want to
tell you how much I’ve enjoyed working with you these past
ten years,

It will be ten years tomorrow since my arrival at Bethel,
and in every way the most profitable and enjoyable years of
my life. Arriving soon after the publication of Golden Age
No. 27, it has been a most wonderful experience to see the
growth of the work, from the small band of workers at Myrtle
Avenue, who labored in the preparation of the Millions books,
to the present with its more than ninety-three millions of books
and booklets. Nothing but the Lord’s approval could have
blessed such a wonderful witness in behalf of the kingdom.

Your devotion to the Lord has always been a source of
inspiration to me. Have wanted to tell you so many times, but
it is easier for me to write such things than to speak about
them.

May our heavenly Father continue to bless your hands and
mind, and make them very fruitful in the interests of the
kingdom.

Sister Woodworth is enjoying her privileges in the pioneer
work, and joins with me in sending Christian love.

Yours by his grace,

W. EupoN WoopworTH, Bethel.
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Meridian .. WCOocC 10
Missouri

Columbia ................... KFRU 33

Kansas City WHB 5§

St. Joseph ... KFE 1

St. Louis ....ccccesoureneee.. KMO 5
Montana

Billings ................... .. KGHL 8

Butte ...... KGIR 30

Great Falls . KFBB 35

Wolf Point ................ KGCX 11
Nebraska

h 5

5

York ..ooceceveconssones. KGBZ 8
New Jeraey

Atlantie City WPG 8

Paterson . .- WODA &
New Mezico

Albuquerque ............ EGGM B
New York

Auburn WMBO 34

Bin;:lmmton .. WNBF 37
Sul’ 7-9; ThP §-9

Buffalo ... WMAK &

WOCL
WBBR 8

P b-
MoA 6")07 1012 P 27

TuA 6.30-7: P 12. 2 6 8

‘WeA 6.30-7, 10-12;

Tul 6.30-7, 10 12 P 12 3, 8-8
FrA 6.30-7; P 2-4 8-S

New York ...
New York
Rochester .
Schenectady .

North Caroling
Asheville ................
Charlotte .
Greensboro
Raleigh .. .
Wilmington

EO———

Winston-Salem ...

North Dakota

Bismarek ....coocecoceanee KFYR @

FATZO ococeccvcccnrvsrennees WDAY 9
Ohio

Cincinnati ........c.... WFBE 4

Cincinnati .. . WI\RC 5

Cleveland ......coccuneenueee WH 7
SuA 8.50-11; P -3, 630730

Mo Tu We Th Fr SaA
7.30-8; ThP 7-8
Columbus ... WCAH
SuP 121 9-10; TuP 78
Dayton ... WSM
‘\Iamﬁeld
Toledo ......
Youngstow
Zanesville ...

Oklahoma
Chickasha
Oklahoma City
Ponca City ........ .
South Coffeyville .... KXGGF

Oregon
Eugene
Medford
Portland ..

Pennsylvania
Altoona
Erle ........
Harrisburg .
Jeanaette ....
Johnstown
Lancaster
0Oil City .......
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh ..
Pittsburgh .

SuP 122, 7-8; FrP 8, 30930
Reading ... WR.
Scranton ..
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Rhode Island
Providence

South Carolira
Charleston ..
Columbia
Spartanburg

South Dakota
Sioux Falls ..cceeccemene KS00 5

Tennessee
Bristol
Chattanooga
Knoxville
Memphis ......

Teras
Amarillo ...
Austin ...
Reaumont
Brownsville .

Corpus Christi KGFI
Dallas ....... WFAA
El Paso KTSM
Galveston KFLX
Houston KPRC
San Angelo ..

Utah
Salt Lake City ........... KSL

L
12}
2
o
- »
anan annsd38 4 aulanvendaas

Virginia
Danville .....coomeeenn WBTM
Lynchburg ... WLVA
Newport News .. WGH
Norfolk ........ WTAR
Petersburg WLBG
Roanoke eeeee. WDBJ
Washington
Bellingham . KVOS8
Everett .. KFBL
Seattle ... KIR
Spokane . KHQ
Tacoma ...... KVI 23
Wenatchee . KPQ &
Yakima vorreeanee KIT B
West Virginia
Fairmont .. WMMN &
Huntington .. WSAZ 39
Wisconsgin
Madison ....ccecoeccems . WIBA &
Milwaukee .. WISN 5
Racine ... ...cccoomeeceecneeee WRIN 7
W yomlng
CaSper ...ccesceomenceee KDFN 8



