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T oill stand upon mr watch and will set my foot
upon the Tower, and will watch to sca what le twill
say unto me, and what answer I shall make fo them
that oppose me.’—Habakkuk 81,

Upon the earth distress of matlons, with perplexity: the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for
Jooking after those things which are coming on the earth: for tlie powers of heaven shall be shaken. ... \When these things
begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom of (iod is at band. Look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh.—Luke 21:25-31; Matthew 24:33; Mark 13:29,



THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of aiding the
people to understand Jehovah’s purposes. It provides
systematic Biblo study in which all its readers may regu-

larly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
reports thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadeasting,

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed word of
Truth, It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as the
fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It
is frce from parties, scets and ereeds of men. It does not as-
sunie a dogmatic attitude, but confidently invites a careful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
Word of God. It does not indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalitiey,

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEIIOVAIL is the only true God, the Maker of
lieaven and carth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the Logos
became a mun; that ho is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and in earth,

TIIAT GOD created the earth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might beecome the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life o
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as the
1edemptive price for man.

THAT TOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been gelecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose
of Jeliovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in hig heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes the ‘‘seed of Abraham’’ through which all families of
the carth shall be blessed,

THAT TIIE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
Pas returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE GREAT ISSUE before all creation now is
the vindication of Jehovah’s word and name, and that it
is -the privilege and duty of every true Christian to give
the testimony of Jesus Christ, and to make known that the
kingdom of heaven is come, This gospel of the Kingdom
must be preached.
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Cincinnati, Ohio Dee, 19-21
August L. Hussel, 3433 Bevis Av.,, Evanston, Cincinnati
Colored: F. C. Crowe, 921 Hopkins St.

Philadelphia, Pa.

Royal F. Spatz, 2123 N, 12th St,

Colored: B. J. McClellan, 31 Church Lane, Germantown,
(Phila.)

German: Martin Schneider, 4726 N. 2d St.

Greek: N. Canias, 501 Rising Sun Av.

Italian: Dominick Simonetti, 834 Morris St.

Polish: M. Orynczak, 3920 N, 7th St,

Dee. 26-28

Riechmond, Va, Jan, 1-4
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Columbus, Ohio Jan., 1-4
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Jan. 23-25

Jan., 30-Ieb. 1

CALENDAR FOR 1931

We are now printing a calendar for the year 1031. It is
different in design from any we have had thus far, and with
its beautiful illustration, done in colors, will each day prove
an inspiration and pleasing reminder of our relationship to
Jehovali, the Preserver of the remnant.

In lots of fifty or more to one address, 25¢ each; single
copies, 30c.

HAS YOUR SURBSCRIPTION EXPIRED?

For the benefit of subseribers it is here repeated, hy way of
explanation, tlhiat discontinuance of an expired subscription i8
accomplished meehanically in every case. Machinery used to
print address on label or wrapper is so constructed thiat the
plate bearing address is automatieally *‘dropped’’ from tho
list at expiration. A renewal blank (carrying also notiee of ex-
piration) is sent with the journal one month before the sub-
seription is due to expire. On foreign subseriptions the expira-
tion notice is seut with the journal two months in advance.
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HIS CAMPAIGN

‘And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a wilness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come.”’—Matt, 24:14.

the instruction of his anointed people on earth

after Jesus eomes to the temple of God. About
this there can be no doubt, hecause Jesus said: ““The
Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment,
what I should say, and what I should speak.”” (John
12:49) Those who are in full harmony with Jehovah
are now joyfully obeying this commandment given
by Jesus. All those who are so doing form a company,
which company is engaging in the campaign to the
glory of God. All the anointed shouid have a clear
conception of this great campaign, and to help in
arriving at a proper coneclusion the following is here
published.

2 The Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society is en-
gaged in the most important work that is being done
on the earth. Those who are associated in this work
do not work for any personal or pecuniary gain. With
them it is the greatest privilege to engage in this
work ; hence hours are not counted by them. They do
not limit themselves to an eight-hour day., Every other
organization under the sun is moved by some sclfish
reason, either personal or pecuniary, for the work in
which they engage, but the Society is carried on for
an unselfish reason.

8 All the worldly institutions or organizations are
in doubt and perplexity as to what the future holds
for them. The Society is not in the slightest doubt as
to the results and future. These statements will sound
peculiar to some, and therefore an cxplanation is
deemed proper.

+ More than six thousand years ago one of Jehovah’s
sons, then called Lucifer, was entrusted with the high
office of oversecr of earth’s ercation ineluding perfeet
man, Lucifer rebelled against God and turned all of
his power to wickedness. He defied Jehovah to put
a man on earth who would hold stecadfastly to his
integrity when put to the most severe test. Ile caused
man to fall and reecive the sentence of death. Ile
continued {o reproach God. Iis name Lucifer was
then changed by the Lord, and sinee then he has been
designated in the Bible as Satan, Dragon, Serpent
and Devil. God announced his purpose to destroy the
wicked one. Ile eould have done so immediately and

jEHOVAII caused Jesus to speak these words for

have started another ercation of perfeet man on carth.
Perfeet wisdom took the very opposite course. Be-
fore accomplishing the destruction of Satan and his
wicked allics, God purposes to let Satan have a full
opportunity to prove his ehallenge, and for that rea-
son Jchovah has not interfered with the Devil in carry-
ing out his wicked schemes, until his own due time
arrives. Jehovah did state that he would in his own
due time interfere and destroy the wicked one and
his works.

5 From Eden, and afterwards for a period of more
than sixty centuries, Satan has pursucd his wicked
course unhindered, except occasionally God has caused
his own name to be brought prominently before men
that they might not entirely forget the Creator. Now
the Seriptures and the physical facts show that God's
due time is at hand, when he will destroy Satan and
his works. Before doing so, however, the Lord will
have a special work done in the earth; and that work
is now in progress, and the Society hercin mentioncd
is the visible part of God’s organization on earth that
is doing that work, This work must be done and must
be completed according to the Lord’s commandments.
What then is that work, and why is it being done?

% At the time of man’s expulsion from Eden, Je-
hovah announced that he would bring forward a
““seed’’ through which a righteous government would
be established on carth, and by whieh Satan's wicked
organization would be destroyed. Later he made known
that this promised “‘seed’’ is Christ Jesus his beloved
Son, and those associated with him in his work of
rightcousness. During the past nineteen eenturies he
has been seleeting this ‘“seed’’, which work is now
about completed.

7 To redeem man from death it was neeessary for
Jesus to beeome a man and die, whieh he did; and
therefore Jehovah raised him out of death and gave
him life everlasting as a divine ercatuve. The chicf
purpose of the coming of Jesus to carth was not for
the redemption of man, but to deliver a message of
truth for Jehovah and ineidentally to provide redemp.
tion for the human raece in furtherance of God’s pur-
pose. Ile was faithful in the performance of the work
assigned to him, and because of his faithfulness Je-
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hovah gave to him, amongst other things, the name
of ““The Faithful and True Witness’’.

8 Nearly ninetecn centuries have passed sinee Jesus
ascended to heaven ; and never again will human eyes
behold him, beeause he is divine. He is clothed with
all power in heaven and in earth as Jchovah’s chief
officer. The divine promise is that in God’s due time
Jesus would return and take over the affairs of the
world and rule them in rightcousness. In 1914 Jesus
Christ was placed upon his throne of authority by
Jehovah and began to exercise his kingly power, and
this is shown by the physieal facts and the Scriptures,
to wit: Psalm 110:1-4 and Psalm 2:6. Immediately
thercafter a war in heaven took place, with Jesus
and his angcls on one side, and Satan and his angels
on the other side, and Satan was cast out of heaven
and down to the proximity of the carth, and his
wicked actions are now carried on at the earth. That
is the reason there is now such a great inecrease of
erime and wickedness in the carth. It is a condition
of darkness and wickedness that immediately pre-
ccdes the complete overthrow of Satan’s organization.

°It is hardly nceessary to say that the Almighty
God has an organization to carry on his work. He is
the God of order and everything with him is orderly,
and he works through his organization. Christ Jesus
is made the chief one in that organization. It was
about A.D. 1879 that Christ Jesus began to restore
to his faithful followers on earth the truths of the
Scriptures that had long been hidden by the wrong-
ful acts of Satan’s representatives on earth. The
Scriptures designate this work as ‘‘preparing the way
before the Lord’’. About that same time publication
of The Waich Tower began, and the Wateh Tower
Bible & Tract Society was shortly thereafter organ-
ized, and since then has been the visible means or
channel to communicate between the followers of
Christ Jesus concerning his work, and who are yet
on the earth. Without a doubt the Lord directed the
formation of the Society.

10 From its beginning until 1917 the Society eon-
tinued to make known the truth to the people coneern-
ing God’s purposes. In the year 1917 the World War
was on, and a time of great persecution and trial
came upon the people of God on earth. The World
‘War furnished the oceasion for such persceution and
ill treatment. This became so severe that the work
of the Society was practically stopped for more than
a year. Then the Lord revealed to his people the
rcason why this work was stopped for a time, and
why it was again revived. Since the year 1919 the
work of the Socicty has been going forward with an
cver inereasing momentum,

" In the 24th chapter of Matthew will be found
the great prophcey of Christ Jesus concerning the
events that would come to pass at the end of the
world. That prophecey was spoken in answer to the
question propounded to him by his diseiples. ITe had
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taught them of his return and of his kingdom, when
he would establish righteousness, oust the wicked one,
and bless the peoples of the earth. Keenly interested
in this, his disciples asked him what would be the
sign or proof of hLis presence and the end of the
world. He answered that the beginning of that period
of time would be marked by a world war, followed
quickly by famine, pestilence and other disasters
amongst the people. That propheey began to have its
fulfilment in the autumn season of 1914, and that
marks the time of the fulfilment of the propheey in
Psalm 2:6, which reads: ‘‘Yet have I set my king
upon my holy hill .of Zion.”’ It also marks the fulfil-
ment of Revelation the 11th chapter, verses 17 and
18, which read as follows: ‘‘Saying, We give thee
thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast,
and art to comc; beeause thou hast taken to thee
thy great power, and hast reigned. And the nations
were angry, and thy wrath is eccme.”’

12 There is a correspondency between the seeond
and first comings of the Lord Jesus Christ, and par-
ticularly in this respeet: Three and onc-half years
after he began his ministry, to wit, in the year 33
(A.D.), he came into Jerusalem to the temple and
offered himself as king to Israel, and began a work
of cleansing the temple. Corresponding thercto his
second appearing took place in the autumn season of
1914, when he was placed upon his throne, and three
and one-half years thercafter, to wit, in the spring of
1918, the Lord Jesus appeared at his spiritual temple
and began the examination and cleansing thereof, By
that temple is meant all of those who are wholly devoted
to God and approved by him as the followers of Christ
Jesus, and whiceh constitutes the temple of Ged not
made with the hands of ereatures. (2 Cor.6:16; 1 Cor.
3:16) The coming of the Lord Jesus to the spiritual
temple was for examination of his followers and for
judgment. The approved ones from that time forward
the Lord Jesus has becn gathering into his organiza-
tion, and making them members of the temple elass.
Those who are members of the temple elass and who
vet remain on earth are called the ““remnant’’ of the
Lord, and are ancinted, which means officially ap-
pointed to do the work of the Lord on the earth as
he commands.

12 The corporation bearing the name *“Wateh Tower
Bible & Tract Sceiety’ was created and organized
under the laws of the land to carry on the work there-
in designated. This, however, is merely a matter of
legal organization, The real Socicty herein mentioned
and called the Wateh Tower Bible & Tract Socicty
is made up of a company of men and women who are
wholly, unselfishly, and completely devoted to God
and his cause of righteousness, and who refuse to have
any sympathy or cooperation with any part of Sa-
tan’s organization. Such have been taken into the
covenant with Christ Jesus for his kingdom, and have
therefore devoted themselves to the service of the
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Lord. Therefore, when mention is made herein of
the ““Socicty’’, the purpose is to include only those
who are entirely devoted to (iod and to his cause of
righteousness. The Lord has supplied the testimony
to cach one, that he may determine whether or not
he is a member of God’s organization.

14 What is the recason for these men and women to
be on the carth at this time, and be counted as a
part of God's organization; are they preparing them-
selves to go to heaven? Jesus gave the answer to that
question. Speaking of the faithful ones whom he
would find on coming to his temple, he collectively
calls them by the name and title of ‘‘servant’’, or
“faithful and wise servant’’, His words are: ‘‘Dut
know this, that if the good man of the house had
known in what watch the thief would come, he would
have wateched, and would not have suffered his house
to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man ecometh.
Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his
lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them
meat in due scason? Blessed is that servant, whom
his lord, when he cometh, shall find so doing. Verily
I say unto you, that he shall make him ruler over
all his goods.’’—DMatt. 24:43-47.

5 In this text, when he speaks of his goods, he
means the interests of his kingdom, which interests
are on the earth. These faithful ones thus mentioned
are therefore appointed by him and charged with the
duty of doing God’s will on earth. Such is the work
in whieh the Society is now engaged.

10 What then is the will of God concerning these,
and the work that they shall now do? The great event
to which Christians have been looking forward since
the day of Pentecost has been, and is, the second com-
ing of Christ and the setting up of the kingdom of
God under Christ. In his answer to the question as to
when that time would begin, Jesus mentioned certain
events that would prove its beginning; and these
events began to come to pass in 1914. The coming to
pass of these events proving that the sccond presence
of the Lord had taken place, and that the kingdom
was at hang, constituted and is good news to all who
love the Lord God. The word ‘‘gospel’”’ means good
news; hence the Lord Jesus, speaking to his ‘‘faith-
ful and wise servant’’ class brought together when
he comes to his temple, says: ‘“ And this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a wit-
ness unto all nations; and then shall the end eome.”’
(Matt. 24:14) By these words the Lord outlines
clearly a positive work that must be done by those
who are of the temple of God and who yet remain on
the earth. No Christian could be pleasing to the Lord
who would fail or refuse to engage in that work as
opportunity is afforded.

17 From and after 1918 the Lord has been gathering
together unto himself these faithful ones, and has
been bringing them into a company called the ‘‘tem-
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ple”’, or ‘‘faithful servant’’ eclass, and which are
otherwise designated in the Seriptures as the ‘‘rem-
nant’’ of Zion, which is God’s organization. To this
““remnant’’ the Lord commits the obligation and duty
of delivering a testimony concerning his kingdom,
(Rev. 12:17) These men and women forming this
company must be, and will be, obedient to the com-
mands of the Lord, and thercfore their serviee unto
the Lord must he and is wholly unselfish. Their work
is not for moncy, not for office, nor for honor or
plaudits from men. They work because they love God
and love Christ, and rejoice to have some part in the
vindieation of God’s holy name. All of these that
now prove faithful to the end will have a part in the
vindication of Jehovah’s word and name, and their
course of aection will prove that God ean and does
have some men and women on earth that maintain
and hold fast their integrity to him under the most
severe conditions, These now go forth to preach the
gospel, and “‘preaching’’ means telling good necws
to others; and that is their entire work now.

8 What is the purpose of having this company of
people called the ‘“Society’’ engaged in preaching the
gospel or good news of the kingdom ? The real purpose
is to serve notice on the rulers and the peoples of the
nations of earth, particularly those nations called
‘‘Christendom’’, of God’s purpose of shortly vindicat-
ing his word and name, and to prove to all creation
that he is the Almighty Ged.

1% As soon as this witness work is done in obedicnee
to the commandments of the Lord, then the final end
of Satan’s world or organization will be here; and
this end will be mavked by the great battle of the
day of God Almighty, otherwise ecalled the ¢‘Battle
of Armagedden”’, that which Jesus designated as the
worst time of tribulation or trouble the world has ever
known; and he further states that there will never
be another, beeause that battle will eompletely de-
stroy Satan’s organization. (Matt. 24:21,22) Then
immediately will follow the complete establishment of
rightcousness in all the earth. The government of
Christ will take full control of the affairs of the world,
and bring rclief to the oppressed and blessines to
the obedient,

20 The work that the Socicty is now engaged in is
therefore kingdom work, beeause those who go to
make up the Socicty are declaring the works and the
praiscs of the Almighty God, and informing the peo-
ple of the great benefit his kingdom will bring. For
this reason the work of the Socicty is now the most
important work that is being done on carth, It is
God’s work, and therefore it is of the areatest im-
portance. It must be done unselfishly, because no c¢ther
motive would be acecptable to Jdchiovah and to the
Lord Jesus as the ercat exccutive officer,
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ORGANIZATION

21 The work performed by God’s conscerated ones
on the carth from A.D. 1879 to 1918 was foreshadowed
by the things performed by Elijah the prophet. The
Secriptural record is that Elisha was anointed and
appointed in the room or place of Elijah to finish
the work which Elijah had begun. Both Elijah and
Elisha represent God’s chosen people, and represent
the same people doing somewhat different work cover-
ing different periods of time. In keeping with these
pictures, in the year 1918 the work practically came
to a stop, which was foreshadowed by Elijah’s being
taken away. Something more than a year thercafter
the work of God'’s consecrated people, by his kind fa-
vor, took on a new leasc. It was then that the lLord
revealed to his people that there was yet much to be
done. Those who were unsclfishly devoted to God,
and anxious to magnify his name, went forward to
the work with a zcal peeuliar to his house. It was
later, to wit, in 1922, that the church saw for the
first time that Christ Jesus had come to the temple of
God and now all of God’s approved ones must engage
in a work of advertising the King and the kingdom as
the opportunity to do so was offered them. Conse-
quently the Society’s work was organized for the first
time on a more systematic and efficient basis,

22 The followers of Christ hegan to sce that God
was not mercly preparing a pecople to take to heaven,
but was taking out a people for his name, to be his
witnesses particularly at the end of the world. It was
more clearly seen that ‘‘this gospel of the kingdom’’
must be preached to the nations as a witness before
the final end.

23 To do this work it was neeessary to manufacture
many books and booklets. To hire all of the printing
work would mean a high cost of the product to the
people, and therefore make it impossible for the peo-
ple to have the very message that God purposed they
should have. The Socicty then set ahout to build
printing plants for the manufacture of books and
other literature required. The factory was built at
Brooklyn and fully equipped with the latest improved
machinery for printing and manufacturing books.
And now in this factory it is possible to turn out
twenty thousand bound books of 368 pages cach in
one working day. Another factory was built at Magde-
burg, Germany, and still another in Bern, Switzerland.
These factories provide the publications in the vari-
ous languages used in Continental Europe and other
parts of the carth. The result is that today this gospel
of the kingdom is published in as many as thirty-six
languages, and the message has been put in the hands
of many people in all the lands of so-called *‘Churis-
tendom’’. The nations are therefore having the wit-
ness.

2¢ Beeause the work of manufacturing books is done
by the hands of men and women who are devoted 1o
God and his cause, and who are not secking financial
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gain, and because of exereising the strictest economy
in buying the material and manufacturing the litera-
ture and books, and above all, because of the blessing
of the Lord, these books are published and placed in
the hands of the people at a very nominal ecost.

% The Society now publishes the following ecloth-
bound books: The HHarp of God, Dcliverance, Creation,
Reconciliation, Government, Life, Prophecy, Book One
and Book Two of Light; and in addition thereto, the
following small books, paper covered: Our Lord’s
Return, Hell, Wihere Ave the Dead? The Last Days,
Prosperity Sure, Oppression, Judgment, Crimes and
Calamities, War or Pcace? Prolibition and League
of Nations, Talling with the Dcad, Millions Now Liv-
ing Will Never Die, World Distress: Why? Desirable
Government, Comfort for the Pcople, Comfort for the
Jews, Standard for the People, Frecdom for the Peo-
ple, The Peoples Friend; and additional thereto, pub-
lishes The Watch Tower and The Golden Age, all of
these containing the message of the kingdom.

26 Since 1922 in particular the work has gone steadi-
ly forward and increased every year, and it will be
found upon examination of the report for 1930 that
it is the best year yet. Nineteen hundred and twenty-
nine was a year of material prosperity, comparatively
speaking, whereas 1930 has been a year of much de-
pression; and yet the work of the Lord’s people in
proclaiming the message of the kingdom has increased.
Every one of the ahove books was written and pub-
lished between the years of 1921 and 1930. At the
close of the year 1929 the total number of these books
that have been placed in the hands of the people in
different languages was, to wit, 77,452,360. Add to
this number the total of publications placed in the
hands of the pcople for the year 1930, and you will
begin to have some conception of the tremendous work
that has been done in the past ten years by a few
people collectively ealled the “‘Society’ or God’s
“‘scrvant’’. No man-made organization could possibly
accomplish such work. Only the Lord could accom-
plish this result, and this he has done through his
conseerated people, and each one of them has appre-
ciated the privilege now of obeying the Lord and sces
that it is the will of God that this gospel of the king-
dom must go to the people.

*To be sure, the work must be done orderly, and
to this end the organization has been made as nearly
perfect as imperfeet men can make it, and by the
Lord’s grace it is working to his glory. For this rea-
son it is confidently stated that the Socicty forms a
part of God’s organization to carry on his work, and
that it is the only visible part of his organization now
on the earth, This is not boasting of any man, nor
man-made arrangement, but it is hoasting in the Lord,
beeause all who are of the Society realize that by them-
sclves they can accomplish nothing, but by the Lord’s
grace and by his spirit his work can and will be ac-
complished.
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OPPOSITION

28 Satan the Devil is the great enemy of God, and
therefore the enemy of all who love God and serve
him. His purpose and scheme has ever been to keep
the people in ignorance of the truth, and to do this
he has constantly resorted to fraud and deception.
Satan is the god of this world, and by deceiving the
masses of the pcople as well as their leaders, he has
builded a powerful organization. His organization
constitutes his ‘‘seed’’ beeause they do his bidding.
It is to be expected that this organization of Satan’s
would vigorously oppose the proclamation of the truth
being made by representatives of Jehovah. The oppo-
sition is constantly made manifest, and all doubt of
its source disappears when the Seriptures are under-
stood.

20 Jchovah points out in his Word that the sced of
the serpent is the organization of Satan, made up
of wicked spirit creatures which are invisible to man,
and the visible rulers of this world, to wit, the com-
mereial, politieal and religious elements combined,
which rule and control the people. Jehovah states in
his Word that there would be deadly enmity between
the sced of promise and the sced of the serpent. (Gen.
3:15) This enmity could not be made manifest in
such a marked degree until God’s ‘‘sced’’ had come
into prominence, and until the sced of Satan is
arrayed against that seed. The sced of promise began
10 be made manifest in a marked degree in 1914, when
Jdehovah placed his beloved Son upon his throne, and
the seed of the serpent has shown special enmity
against the people of God since that date.

3¢ Jesus stated in plain language that the clergy
among the Jews were the offspring of Satan, the Dev-
il. Those were the men that Satan used to persccute
and oppose Jesus. The counterpart of those men con-
sists of the clergy of the present day, particularly of
the nations called ‘‘Christendom’’. Added to these
are those who have been brought to a knowledge of
the truth and who became lawless and joined them-
sclves to Satan’s organization, These are all of the
seed of Satan because they are blinded to the truth
and permit themselves to be used to oppose those who
are feeding the truth to the people, and by their op-
position these help to keep the people in darkness.
Those who received a knowledze of the truth from
and after 1879 and who did not reeccive the love of
the truth beeame lawless. To reccive the love of the
truth means that one must be unseclfishly devoted to
Jehovah’s eause. One who has a selfish motive in serv-
ing Jehovah, such as a sclfish desive to get 10 heaven
and help to rule the universe and shine, could not be
entirely devoted to God's cause,

81 All such who have refused to obey the command-
ments of the Lord to preach this gospel of the king-
dom, and who have sct themsclves in opposition 1o
such work, have fallen casy victims to Satan, and
have been the most violent opposers of the work of
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the Socicty. They are better cquipped to oppose, be-
cause their wits have been sharpened. This opposition
to the work of the Socicty is one of the best evidenees
that the Socicty’s work is of the Lord and has the
Lord’s approval, and here are submitted some Serip-
tures in support of that eoneclusion.

32 Satan reproached and defamed God’s name from
the very beginning of man’s history. ITe has ever been
a slanderer of God, and his name Devil signifies that
he is a slanderer. He has laid malieions eharges and
slanders against Jchovah at all times. When Jesus
came to earth to do the work that God sent him to do.
it is written concerning him, ¢ The reproaches of them
that reproached thee are fallen upon me.”” (Ps. 69:9)
A reproach is a malicious slander placed acainst the
good name and work of another, the objeet being to do
injury both to the ercature and to the work. Those
who have beeome the obedient children of God and
have put forth their best endeavors to faithfully serve
CGod and follow in the footsteps of Jesus have been
and arc subjected to the same reproaches or persecu-
tions that fell upon Jchovah and upon Christ Jesus.
““For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is
written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee
fell on me.”” (Rom. 15:3) These also are slandered by
the Devil and his representatives.

% To his faithiul followers Jesus gave warning in
these words: ‘‘If the world hate you, ye know that it
hated me before it hated vou. If ye were of the world,
the world would love his own; but because ye arc
not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the
world, thercfore the world hateth you.”” (John
15:18-20) Without a question of doubt Jesus spoke
these words for the encouragement of those who
would be faithfully following in his footsteps; and
knowing these truths, those who are privileged to be
a part of the Socicty, or God’s visible organization,
do not permit slanders or reproaches to retard their
cflorts in doing the Lord’s work. Rather they take
these things as a proof from the Lord that they arc
doing his work.

# That the truc and faithful followers of Jesus
might be encouraged to go on in the face of opposi-
tion, it is further written in his Word: *‘In the world
ve shall have tribulation.”” (John 16:33) ‘“We must
through much tribulation enter the kingdom of God.”’
(Acts 14:22) ‘““For unto you it is given in the he-
half of Christ, not only to belicve on him, but also
to suffer for his sake.”” (Phil. 1:29) ““If we suffer,
we shall also reign with him.”” (2 Tim. 2:12) As a
further encouravement it is writien for these: “‘If
ve be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are
ve; for the spirit of glory and of (lod resteth upon
you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on vour
part he is glovified.”’-—1 Pet, 4: 14,

3 In harmony with these texts, God’s true people
forming the Socicty love not the world, ncither the
things that ave in the world, but their love is wholly
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devoted to Jehovah and his righteous kingdom. These
arc for Christ and his kingdom, and they appreciate
what the Lord has stated in his Word, that all that
are against his work are anti-Christ or anti-kingdom,
and therefore anti-God. This includes those who once
claimed to serve God and who fell away. Those who
continue faithful and truc see the organization of Sa-
tan arrayed against the organization of Jehovah God.
They elearly see the issue and delight to have their stand
on the side of the Lord and to proclaim his message.
To sueh the Lord through his Word says: ‘“Ye have
an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all
things.”” (1 John 2:20) This means that they are
appointed and anointed of God to do his work, and
they know all the things that pertain to the issuc.
They sce the evil organization on one side, and the
righteous organization on the other, and are deter-
mined by God’s grace to go on in the proelamation of
his truth, regardless of all opposition. IFor this reason
they are diligently engaging in preaching this gospel
of the kingdom, and beeause of their faithfulness in
so doing, arc being persceuted ; and that persecution
is coming from those who claim to be Christians but
who are not.

36 Both the Seriptures and the physical facts there-
fore coneur in proving that the Society, otherwise
called the “‘servant’’, constitutes the visible represen-
tative of the Lord’s kingdom on earth at this time,
and therefore a part of his visible organization.

37 Furthermore, the Society is not trying to get con-
verts or to build up an organization by taking in mem-
bers. Its sole mission is to preach this gospel of the
kingdom, and thereby to advise the people that Je-
hovah is the only true God and that his kingdom is
the only remedy for the many ills of humankind. The
Society teaches the people the truth, and nothing else
but the truth. This being the work that the Lord has
commanded must be done, everyone who has faith in
him will know that the work will continue until his
will is aceomplished.

COURAGEOUS

‘8 ¢‘Courage’’ means to confidently go forward in
an assigned duty or work, knowing that there is seri-
ous opposition in the way, but at the same time rely-
ing implicitly on the power that is behind the work
assigned. During the year the remnant has been show-
ing real courage. These know that Jechovah is with
them in the campaign. They confidently rely upon
the Lord, and are of good courage regardless of any
danger or opposition. They appreciate the promise of
Jchovah, that he will furnish all the needed protee-
tion, ‘‘Because he [the remnant or servant] hath sct
his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will
set him on high, because he hath known my name.”
—Ps. 91:14,

3 During the year the opposition has inereased, but
this has not at all dampened the ardor or beat down
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the courage of God’s faithful ones. Much opposition
has been manifested by the clergy of so-called “‘or-
ganized Christianity’’, and these have instituted their
bitter opposition against the remnant. This is exactly
as the Lord foretold it would be, beceause Satan is
mad at God’s organization and secks the destruetion
of the remnant of her sced. (Rev. 12:17) The clergy
have caused the arrest of many of the brethren, and
numecerous cases have had to be tried in the courts. The
brethren have been charged with the breaking of the
Sunday law or with selling goods and merchandise
without a license.

4 To be sure, these charges are false, but they are
made just the same; and those against whom they are
laid are reminded that Jesus also was falsely eharged.
He also says to his faithful ones, ‘The servant is not
greater than the master. If they persccuted me, they
will persecute you also.” None of the Lord’s workers
are peddlers in any sense. These workers are not do-
ing a commereial business at all, and surely none that
is in any wise in ecompetition with anyone else. Every-
one who loves the Lord and serves him delights to
welecome everyone else to engage in the same thing.
They are not attempting to make money, nor seeking
members of an organization, but are devoting them-
selves exclusively to earrying out the commandments
of Jchovah., As God’s children they are authorized
and commissioned to preach the gospel regardless of
any day. It has always been customary in America
to preach the gospel on Sunday. It is wholly inconsist-
ent to arrest anyone who is going about proclaiming
God’s kingdom on the day called Sunday. Of course,
we know this is the result of the laws of the orzaniza-
tion of this world. That opposition and persceution
must of necessity come, that the faithful ones might
have tribulation. IIowever, these questions must be
fought out, because it is surely the Lord’s will that
his servants shall not lie supinely on their backs when
persccuted, and fail to go on in the witness work.
Having full confidence in God they press forward
in the work.

# Sometimes when one is putting forth his best
endcavor to serve, and is tired and worn and weary,
and then is held up by some officer and dragged into
court, he may wonder why God permits sueh persceu-
tion and opposition. But is it not true that this op-
position draws the attention of the people to (God’s
witnesses, and this makes them a spectacle or a wit-
ness for the Lord? The remnant realize that the Lord
is at the head of this ecampaign, and knows all about
the opposition, and ean break it 1o picees at any time
he seces fit. The fact that he permits it to go on must
be for some good purpose for the remmnant.

123Vith full econfidenee and with renewed courage,
the remmant press on and do the work. They are de-
termined to go forward with it until it is done, re-
gardless of any or all opposition, Those who love the
Lord realize that they must be obedient to ‘“the higher
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powers’’, and ‘‘the higher powers’’ means Jchovah
God and Christ Jesus, and such other parts of God’s
organization to which he has committed the direction
of his work, such as the apostles.

#3 Warned of opposition and knowing it will come,
the faithful are not surprised when it does come,
Surely the Lord must have caused Peter long ago
to write these words for the benefit and encourage-
ment of those who are now going about preaching the
gospel of the kingdom. ‘‘Beloved, think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial whieh is to try you, as though
some strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings;
that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad
also with exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the
name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory
and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil
spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.”’—1 Pet,.
4:12-14,

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

T 1. Who is the author of the words of our text? Why were
they recorded? '

7 2, 3. In what important respects is the Watch Tower Bible
& Traet Society different from every other organization
on earth?

9 4-6. Account for the unrighteousness on earth during the
past six thousand years. To what extent has God inter-
fered therewith, and why? What work on earth has God
been accomplishing in the meantime?

9 7. What was accomplished by Jesus’ coming to earth?

9 8. Account for the great increase of crime and wickedness
in the earth in recent years.

9 9. When and how was the work of ‘‘preparing the way before
the Lord’’ accomplished?

T 10, 11. What prominent prophecies had their fulfilment in
and during the World War and in the conditions imme-
diately following it?

T 12. Point out the correspondency between the Lord’s first
and second comings.

T 13. What is the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society? State
the particular application of the term ‘‘the Society’’.
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T 14, 15. What do the facts clearly prove to be the correct
applieation of Matthew 24: 45-477

T 16, 17. On what oceasion did Jesus speak the words recorded
in Matthew 24: 142 Ilow may we clearly know the time
for the fulfilment of that prophecy and command$ By
whom and how is that work being done?

T 18-20. What is the purpose of the witness now heing given?
¢“Then shall the end come.’’ End of what? How? What
then is the nature and comparative importance of the
work of the Society?

T 21, 22. Point out the fulfilment of what was foreshadowed
in the work of Elijah and in the anointing and work of
Elisha.

9 23-27. Describe the provision Jehovah has made for giving
that witness, and how the work has been progressing.
What does this clearly show as te the rclation of the
Society to God’s organization and work?

9 28, 29, Wlhat is the source and purpose of the opposition to
this work of proclaiming the truth? Why is the opposi-
tion particularly manifest at this time?

9 30, 31. Point out low Jesus’ plain statements regarding
the Jewish clergy serve to identify the seed of Satan in
this end of the age., What special recruits has Satan
sought, and why? Account for their heing so easily led
out of the way, Of what is this opposition to the work
of the Society clearly an evidence?

T 32-34. Quote scriptures to show what may be expected by
those who faithfully serve God and follow in the foot-
steps of Jesus. Ilow does the fact of persecution reveal
the status (a) of those who engage in the persecution
and (b) of those who are persecuted?

T 35. Account for the determination and diligence of God’s
true people in proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom.

T 36, 37. What then is clearly the position of the Society in
relation to God’s kingdom?

T 38. What is meant by courage? Ilow has real courage heen
exemplified in the activities of the remnant? Account for
their confidence.

% 39, 40. Ilow does Revelation 12: 17 reveal the source of alt
the bitter opposition against the remnant? Describe the
method Satan has recently emploved in his persistent
effort to hinder God’s witnesses in their work.

9 41, 42. That form of persecution is turned to serve what
useful purpose? How does persecution affect God’s faith-
ful witnesses?

T 43. Quote the Lord’s words of comfort and encouragement
to those now faithfully preaching the gospel of the king-
dom, as recorded in 1 Peter 4: 12-14,

THE PEOPLE’'S GREATEST NEED

A few have an abundance of money and prop-

erty, but they are not happy or satisfied. The
masses have not sufficient to feed and elothe the body,
and everywhere discontent continues to grow. All are
in perplexity and distress because they can sense some
calamity about to fall upon the world and have no
knowledge of what it is or how to escape it.

There is just ahead the greatest time of trouble
the world has ever known, and before that time of
trouble falls upon the people of earth the Lord has
given command to his faithful followers that they
must bear the message of truth to the people concern-
ing it. Among other things, these witnesses are speeifi-
cally commanded to proelaim to the people that Je-
hovah is the only truec God.

These indisputable facts show that the greatest need

THE people of every country are in dire nced.

of the peoples now is a knowledge of what is the
truth. If they understand the truth the people can sce
the way to turn in order that they might best con-
serve their own interests. Every great and good thing
is born amidst much tribulation, Faithful men and
women are now calling at your homes to tell you of
the truth and where you may find it. They are telling
yvou of the coming relief and blessings, and this mes-
sage is heing vigorously opposed. Like all other eood
things, it meets with strenuous opposition from those
who are against the general welfare of mankind. The
entire situation as we now observe it was long aco
foretold by the holy prophets of tiod, and the time
has come to understand those prophecies and the peo-
ple must be told.

Jehovah caused his prophet to forctell the reason
why his witnesses must now give testimony before
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the peoples of the world that he is the Almighty God.
The enemy and his agents would have the people be-
lieve that requiring the giving of testimony that Je-
hovah is God shows selfishness and weakness on God's
part; sclfishness, because, say they, he desires the
honor that the people would eonfer upon him by giv-
ing him praise; weakness, in this, that he fears all
ereation will forsake him. Such conclusions are en-
tirely wrong and are indeed wicked.

God could not be selfish, beecause ‘““God is love’’,
which means that he is the perfect expression of un-
sclfishness. e never did anything for a selfish reason,
but always for the good of his creatures. His great
unsclfishness and perfect love were specifically shown
when he gave his beloved Son to be put to death as
a sacrifice that men might live. In this great aet, the
apostle truly says, Jehovah made a gift for mankind
that cannot be fully valued: ‘‘Thanks he unto God
for his unspeakable gift.”> (2 Cor. 9:15) This for
ever disproves that there is sclfishness on Jehovah’s
part in having the witness given. No power could exist
or be excreised exeept by the permission of Jehovah,
because he is the Author and Creator of hecaven and
carth, and all power is in his hands. It is therefore
impossible for God to fear that anything would be
taken away from him. All the facts show that he aets
for the vindication of his name and for the benefit of
his ercatures.

For centurics Satan has attempted to prove to all
others of creation that he is equal to Jechovah God;
and for this reason he has attempted to duplicate and
has counterfeited the principal parts of (lod’s pur-
poses revealed to man. Satan, by reason of his fraud
and misrepresentations, has suceceded in turning the
masses of the people away from God. Jehovah has not
interfered with Satan’s attempt to exalt himself; but,
unless he did interfere at some time, almost all men
would be for ever destroyed. Satan has never been
able to give life to man, and never eould do so. Je-
hovah God is the fountain of everlasting life. Ged
alone can give everlasting life to his creatures. But
he will not foree life upon them. He provides life as
a gracious gift, and then brings man to a knowledge
of his purposes that man may have an opportunity to
aceept or not, Life is the gift of God through Jesus
Christ our Lord.—Rom. 6:23.

No man could aceept a gift without knowledec of
the gift and the giver. Therefore if man is ever to
reeeive life everlasting he must know God and know
that he is the gracious Giver. The time comes for Cod
to halt Satan in his nefarious course, in order that
man, unhindered, may have an opportunity to re-
ccive the gift of life. God announces his purpose to
destroy Satan and his wicked works, to the end that
all willingly obedient ones may have life everlasting
in a state of happiness. Before that time of destruc-
tion, however, (God causes a campaign of cducation
to be carried on in the world for the purpose of in-
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forming the pcople what he intends to do for their
good. He will not take aetion sceretly and without
giving notice. IIe will have the people told of his pui-
pose, and then he will demonstrate to them his su-
preme power.

The purpose of the witnessing, or the ecampaign of
education, may therefore be briefly stated as this:
To enlighten the people by opening their blind eyes,
and to enable the ““prisoncrs’ to see that there is to
be a relief for them, and that all may know the only
onc and true way to life everlasting in happiness. To
do this it is necessary to tell the people what consti-
tutes God’s organization and what constitutes Sa-
tan’s organization, and why the one is opposed to the
other,

Long eenturies ago God caused his prophet to write
and foretell that a time would eome when a eampaign
of education would be earried forth in the carth, and
that this would be done by his ““secrvant’” in whom
Jehovah delights: ‘‘Behold my servant, whom I up-
hold ; mine cleet, in whom my soul delizhteth; I have
put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth jude-
ment to the Gentiles [nations].”” (Isa. 42:1) Further-
more, God says to his witnesses or servants: ‘T the
Lord have called thee in rightcousness, and will hold
thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a
covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles:
to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from
the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the
prison house.”’-—Isa. 42:6, 7.

It will be observed from this propheey that at the
time of its fulfilment there are blind people whose
eycs must be opened, and that there are prisoners in
the prison-houscs who must have an opportunity to
be relieved. The propheey must have a fulfilment, be-
cause it is uttered under the direction of Jchovah by
his prophet upon whom he has placed his approval.
The student will look for the physieal facts showing
a fulfilment of this propheey, and, if it is in course
of fulfilment, he will be able to disecrn who are the
prisoncrs and who are they that are blind.

PRISONERS

It has been suggested that the grave is ‘the prison”
and that the dead are in “‘‘the prison house’’. That
conelusion is elearly ineorreet, The Seriptures show
that the prisoners groan and ery unto GGod for help,
and he hears them. Dead people do not groan and
ery. They are unconscious and know not anything,
waiting in the grave for God’s duc time to awaken
them out of death. (Ticel. 9:5,10; Ps. 115:17) A
prison is a place where men are held in restraint of
personal liberty, Thus a man may be held behind iron
bars, or he may be held in restraint by fear and for
that reason be unable to excreise his liberty. ‘“The
fear of man bringeth a snarc.”” (Prov. 29:25) A
prisoner held by reason of coercion that puts him in
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fear is just as truly a prisoner as one who is physical-
ly restrained.

The Scriptural proof is now here submitted, showing
that the ‘prison-houses’ mentioned by the prophet
consist of organized systems of religion, and partie-
ularly so-called ‘‘organized Christianity’’. There are
many congregations, symbolically called ‘houses’, both
Catholic and Protestant, all of which have taken the
name of Christian, but which in faet show by their
course of action that the organizations are anything
but Christian, The worship in those houses or congrega-
tions is formalism. The worshipers bow down before
images and go through forms of worship, which is
contrary to the Word of God. They draw near to the
Lord with their lips only, but there is no heart de-
votion to the Lord. They magnify men and go through
a ceremony that, instead of reflecting honor upon the
Lord, brings reproach upon his name. God is pleased
only with those who worship him in spirit and in
truth. (John 4:23,24) Formalism is an abomination
in the sight of the Lord God.

The Israelites fell away to idolatry and formalism,
and their course was prophetie, foretelling how pro-
fessed spiritual Isracl would fall away from God and
into idolatry. God commanded that no graven image
should be made: ““Ye shall make you no idols nor
graven image, neither rear you up a standing image,
neither shall ye set up any image of stone in your
land, to bow down unto it; for I am the Lord your
God.”’—Lev. 26:1.

The formalism that is practiced in so-called ‘‘or-
ganized Christianity’’ comes clearly within the defini-
tion of graven images. (Isa. 44:9; 29:13; 2 Tim.
3:1-5) For that reason such become a part of Baby-
lon, or the Devil’s religion, because the purpose is
not to honor Jehovah’s name but to build up an or-
ganization that dishonors his name and turns the pco-
ple away from him. The ccclesiastical systems are
therefore the prison-houses.

The chief prison-keeper, or warden, is Satan him-
self, because he has by fraud obtained control of the
organization called ‘‘Christian’’. In each congrega-
tion of these ccelesiastical organizations there is a
shepherd, or watchman, otherwise called ‘‘pastor’’.
These men, who are elergymen, call themsclves the
shepherds of the floek, or the elergymen of the flock.
Jach onc looks to his own congregation for support.
By their course of action they prove that they do not
love God and Christ and his kingdom, because they
give allegiance and support to the League of Nations,
which is the Devil’s makeshift, They otherwise partie-
ipate in the polities of {his world, and are more in-
terested in what they call civie affairs than in telling
of God’s great purpose and his kingdom. They refuse
to hear the testimony of his Word, and therefore they
are blind to what the Lord God is really doing at this
time. Not only do they refuse to hear, but they put
forth their best endeavors to prevent their congrega-
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tions from hearing. These clergymen are like their
counterpart, the Pharisces, to whom Jesus said: ** Woe
unto you, lawyers [doetors]! for ye have taken away
the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves,
and them that were entering in ye hindered.’’—Luke
11:52; Matt. 23:13.

The lawyers, the Pharisees, the politicians and the
commercial leaders stood together amongst the Jews.
Today the politicians and the ecommereial powers sup-
port the ‘‘doctors of divinity’’, so called. Not only
are they themselves blinded to the truth and refuse
to hear it, but they take every action within their pow-
er to prevent members of their congregations from
hearing the truth. The clergymen and the principal
of their flocks are blind guides, and, as Jesus said,
they will fall into the ditch.—Matt. 15: 14.

It is these clergymen who are local prison-keepers.
Probably in every one of the denominational organi-
zations, called a church, and in every eongregation
thereof, there are those who do love God and who are
anxious to know about him and to obey him. But be-
cause of the influence of the clergymen and ‘‘the
prineipal of the flock’” they are not permitted to free-
ly discuss the Bible in the church meetings, and are
disecouraged from going anywhere else to get a knowl-
edge of it. In faet, it is in a very few of these or-
ganizations that there is any Bible study. The clergy
do not talk about the Bible. In fact, the modern elergy-
men deny that the Bible is God’s Word of truth. If
the attention of these clergymen is called to some
book that gives instruction in the Bible and sets forth
the Seriptural proof of God’s purpose, the clergymen
strongly denounce the book and ask their congrega-
tions to have nothing to do with it. The elergymen
claim to be the only ones authorized to interpret the
Bible. The result is that the people in those congrega-
tions are in darkness coneerning the true teaching of
the Word of God.

The congregation observes that the pastor or clergy-
man devotes his sermons to worldly polities, seicnee
so called, civic affairs and social matters, but never
docs he give them any food from the Word of God
that establishes the faith of the people in God and in
his purpose of salvation. If it is suggested that mem-
bers of the eongregation go elsewhere to hear the truth,
the clergyman vehemently opposes this, saying that
if they withdraw from the ehurch they will be doing
an cvil work and will therefore participate in wreek-
ing society, and that they will find their own eternal
destiny in torment. A ‘‘great multitude’’ of good peo-
ple are therehy held in fear and restraint in the de-
nominational organizations called ‘‘churches’. As the
prophet foretold, they have a superstitious fear of
God but that fear toward God “‘is taught by the pre-
cept of men’’.—Isa, 29:13.

CGod forctold through his prophet that the clergy-
men, or shepherds, would come to a time when they
would not feed the eongregation but would feed them-
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selves, and he expressed his decided disapproval of
such. Isracl was a typieal people foreshadowing or-
ganized Christianity of this day. The Lord caused his
prophet to write foretelling these conditions in these
words: ‘‘Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds
of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith
the Lord God unto the shepherds, Woe be to the
shepherds of Isracl that do feed themselves! should
not the shepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat the fat, and
ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are
fed: but yc feed not the flock. The diseased have ye
not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which
was sick, neither have yc bound up that which was
broken, neither have ye brought again that which was
driven away, ncither have ye sought that which was
lost; but with foree and with eruelty have ye ruled
them. Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of
the Lord; Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am
against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at
their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the
flock ; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any
more ; for I will deliver my floek {from their mouth,
that they may not be mecat for them. IFor thus saith
the Lord God, Behold I, even I, will both scarch my
sheep, and seck them out.”’—Ezck. 34:2-4, 9-11.

The people of good will in these chureh organiza-
tions sce that there is no longer any truth taught to
the congregation by the clergymen nor by the prinei-
pal of the flock., When the congregation assembles it
is chiefly for the purpose of exhibiting the fine clothes
of some and listening to a discourse that has no refer-
ence to God’s Word. Therefore there are hungry souls
in the denominational ehurch systems who are in great
distress because of the condition they sce there existing.
God, through his prophet foretells this eondition, and
puts in the mouth of those in the eongregation who
are of good will this prayer: ‘‘Help us, O God of our
salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us,
and purge away our sins, for thy name’s sake.”” (Ps.
79:9) They know that the name of God is not honored
in the congregation; and they know that the people
on the outside, commonly called heathen, look with
disgust upon the profession of the clergymen, well
knowing that they are hypoerites and that their claim
to represent God is not true.

The prophet then represents these honest ‘“prison-
ers’’ as saying: ‘‘ Wherefore should the heathen [those
outside of the church systems] say, Where is their
God?”’ They sigh and ery because of this condition,
and the prophet represents them further praying:
“‘Liet the sighing of the prisoner come before thee;
according to the greatness of thy power preserve thou
those that arc appointed to die; and render unto our
neighbours sevenfold into their bosom their reproach,
wherewith they have reproached thee, O Lord. So we
thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee
thanks for ever; we will shew forth thy praise to
all generations,”’—Ds, 79:10-13.
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This prophecy shows that the prisoners are alive,
but that they are ‘‘appointed to die’’; and thereby
they are definitely identified. All who have made a
consecration to do God’s will, and who have been
aceepted in the name of Jesus and taken into the cove-
nant of sacrifice with him, must die as human crea-
tures and be raised out of death as spirit ereatures,
if they live at all. Therefore they are ‘‘appointed to
die’’ by reason of the covenant made. Those who
willingly and joyfully scparate themselves from the
worldly religious systems, in obedience to the Lord’s
commands (2 Cor. 6:16-18), also must die; but they
are not held prisoners. Feeding upon the Word of
God, they have become strong and have left the
prison-houses, and have been brought into Zion,
Many of such were once ‘‘captives’ to Babylon, or
the Devil-captured system, but they came away and
rejoiced. (Ps. 126:1-3) But those consecrated ones
who remain in the denominational systems and are
held there by being put in fear or by restraint, arc
held as prisoners; and these are they who ery for re-
lief. God’s great Prophet then shows that this class
is the “‘great multitude’’ who must pass through the
time of trouble and wash their robes in the blood of
the Lamb and thercby reecive God’s approval, and
that then ‘“God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes’’. They will not be of the royal family of heaven,
but they will serve ‘‘before the throne of God’’.—
Rev. 7:11-17; Zech. 14:2,

The facts are that in the denominational church
organizations, both Catholic and Protestant, there are
today many souls hungry for the truth, and yet the
clergymen or prison-keepers do their best to keep them
from knowing the truth. In their distress these pris-
oners pray unto God: ‘I looked on my right hand,
and beheld, but there was no man that would know
me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul. I
cried unto thee, O Lord: I said, Thou art my refuge
and my portion in the land of the living. Attend unto
my cry; for I am brought very low; deliver me from
my persecutors; for they are stronger than I. Bring
my soul out of prison, that I may praise thy name:
the righteous shall ecompass me about; for thou shalt
deal bountifully with me.”’—Ps. 142: 4.7,

Through his prophet God foretells of a time when
he would hear the eries of these prisoners and send
relief, and then shows that the time that such relief
would be sent would be after the building up of Zion.
This proof shows a work that the temple class, God’s
witnesses, must do, and one reason for giving the wit-
ness: ‘‘When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall
appear in his glory. He will regard the prayer of the
destitute, and not despise their prayer. This shall be
written for the genecration to come; and the pcople
which shall be created shall praise the Lord. For he
hath looked down from the height of his sanctvary;
from heaven did the Lord behold the carth; to hear
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ithe groaning of the prisoner, to loose those that are
appointed to death.”’—Ps. 102: 16-20.

The Lord has, just at the right time, brought the
radio into action, which permits the people to remain
in their homes and listen to a proclamation of the
truth, regardless of the opposition of the prison-keep-
ers, the clergy. Knowing this, the clergymen unite
with Big Business to control the radio and, if possi-
ble, to prevent the truth from being broadeast. The
Lord has also provided a great number of books ex-
piaining the Bible, and his faithful witnesses go from
house to house and put these in the hands of the peo-
ple that the prisoners may have some food. The proph-
et shows then that God will open the prison doors by
giving those who honestly seek the truth an oppor-
tunity to hear and know him. ‘‘Praise ye the Lord

. . , which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all
that thercin is: which keepeth truth for ever: which
exceuteth judgment for the oppressed; which giveth
food to the hungry. The Lord looseth the prisoners;
the Lord opencth the eyes of the blind; the Lord
raiseth them that are bowed down: the Lord loveth
the righteous.”’—Ps. 146: 1-8.

The proof shows, therefore, that the consecrated
ones in the denominational church organizations who
desire to know God and his Word are hungry and in
distress, and that they cry for help; and that the
clergy are the prison-keepers who render no help.and
concerning whom God says: ‘‘Behold, I am against
the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their
hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the flock;
neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any
more.”’—Ezek. 34:10.

And then God, through his prophet, shows how he
will bring relief to the prisoners by giving them a
knowledge of the truth. Through his prophet God
says he will send his ‘‘servant’’ or ‘‘witness’’ to tell
them the truth,

This is one of the reasons why the testimony of the
truth of God’s Word must now be given by the
“‘servant’’ elass; and that work is now progressing in
fulfilment of prophecy. That is the reason why faith-
ful men and women go from house to house with books
that explain the Bible, and place them in the hands
of the people at a nominal cost, That is the way they
preach the gospel, because it is God’s appointed way.
The effect of giving the testimony by radio, by books
and by other means, is to scparate or divide the peo-
ple. It brings the honest persons of good will, who
want to serve God, out from those who are hypocrites.
It is neither the purpose, nor the result, to get anyone
to join an organization; but the testimony is given
to enable them to get their eyes opened and to take
their stand on the side of Jehovah God. God having
commanded this testimony to be given to the prison-
crs, his witnesses must deliver the testimony; other-
wise they could not be pleasing to him.
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THE PEOPLE

There are millions of people of good will in the
world who are no part of Satan’s organization but
who are under the influence and control of that op-
pressive organization. They arc not held in the ehurch
prison-houses, but are on the outside. They sce the
hypoerisy in the churches and hold themselves aloof
therefrom. They are blind to the truth, however, and
Satan has causcd their blindness. (Isa. 42:7; 2 Cor.
4:3,4) It is God’s purpose that such persons may
have an opportunity to learn the truth and have their
eyes, which means their understanding, opened to
enable them to take their stand on the side of Jehovah
God and against the Devil. Jehovah, through his
prophet, foretold that he would make provision for
this work, and he has made provision for it. By his
prophet he foretold that he would make an everlast-
ing covenant with Christ, his beloved Son, and that
others would be brought inte that covenant, and that
the ones faithful to that covenant should be members
of his “‘servant’’ class that is approved.—Isa. 55:1-3;
42:1-6.

That he provides these witnesses to do a work for
the benefit of the people is made clear. Through his
prophet he said: ‘“Behold, I have given him for a wit-
ness to the pcople, a leader and commander to the
people.”” (Isa. 55:4) These words of the prophct
apply primarily to Jesus Christ, who declared that he
came into the world that he might be a witness to the
truth. They apply.to all who are in Christ, which in-
cludes those who arc in the temple and therefore of
Zion. The last members of The Christ on earth are
therefore designated by Jechovah as his ‘witnesses to
the people’, and the obligation laid upon them is made
plain. Under the supervision of the great Witness,
Christ Jesus, these are to be made, and are made,
‘‘a witness to the people, a leader and commander to
the people.”’

The remnant constitute the ‘‘fect of him’’, the great
Witness, and are therefore of Zion and in the temple
and, being yet on carth, are standing at the very
borders of God’s glorious kingdom. These are God’s
watchmen, and he speaks of them as being placed upon
the walls of Jerusalem, whieh represents the organiza-
tion of his people on ecarth; and then through his
prophet he says of and concerning them: ““I have set
watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall
never hold their peace day nor night: ye that make
mention of the Lord, keep not silence.”’—Isa. 62: 6.

The remnant or servants of God must continue to
give the witness, even unto the time of entering the
kingdom. The entrance thercin is symbolized by the
“gates’, and, addressing the servant class who are
his wiinesses, Jehovah says: ¢“Go through, go through
the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; east up,
cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift up
a standard for the people.”’—Isa. 62:10.

With their faces toward the heavenly kingdom the
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faithful witnesses are pointing the people to the right
way. These faithful ones are ‘preparing the way of
the people’ by telling them the reason for their blind-
ness and oppression, and of God’s gracious provision
to release them from their burdens and to show them
the way to endless life. This is not an effort to con-
vert the world, such as the clergy have pretended that
they could do, but it is a campaign of education, in-
forming the people according to God’s commandments,

The witnesses are commanded to ¢‘lift up a standard
for the people”’. A standard means a guidon or staff
to which the people may rally and identify themsclves
with a specific side. The standard to be lifted up for
the people is God’s standard eoncerning salvation and
his government of righteousness. The people must be
told that Satan is the real enemy of mankind and that
Jehovah is man’s true and everlasting Friend. This
must be done in order that all the people of good will
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may have opportunity to take their stand on the side
of the Lord God and under his standard.

The people’s greatest need, therefore, is a knowl-
edge of God and his kingdom under Christ which will
bring to them complete relief and everlasting blessinge.
In bringing to you God’s message of truth these wit-
nesses are making a fight for you. Let all those
people of good will who love rightecousness and haic
wickedness cast away the shackles that bind and hold
them in some selfish organization; let them take a
bold and fearless stand on the side of Jchovah and
no longer hold to man-made theories that dispute the
Word of God. Let them joyfully and gladly aceept
the truth. The day of deliveranee is at hand, and
every one who seeks the truth and obeys it by walking
in the way of righteousness shall be for ever blessed
and the good name of Jehovah God will be for cver
vindicated,

LETTERS

“YOUNG MEN” IN JAPAN

DEAR BROTHER RUTIIERFORD:

Thank you for your encouraging letter.

The whole condition in Japan is very eritical socially and
financially, About eight millions are out of work here. Many
stores and corporations are closing every day. The government
does not know how to handle the present situation. More
troubles are arising in Korea also.

More books are going out to the people, who are very hungry
for something. More new omes are coming into colporteur
service. There were thirteen in the ficld fifty days ago, but now
there are twenty-five in Japan and six in Korea.

It is surely wonderful to see that these new ones or ‘‘young
men’’ can understand the present truth by ncw light which
comes through The Watch Tower every month, ¢‘Young men?’’?
can understand the new light and appreciate it far better than
‘‘old men’’. 8o they sing the new song to the honor of Je-
hovah God with such a great joy.

Surely the Lord is blessing us with revealment of his own
purposes toward us one by one.

A class was organized at Ina, of Nagano province, two
months ago. Five men and four women symbolized their con-
secration, Four (two men and two women) have already
entered into the colporteur service, Besides these, three more
applied for entering. These ¢‘young men’’ rejoice more in
their position to represent great Jchovah God at this hour.

We moved into our new office. The work in Japan and Korea
is progressing very finely under the Lord’s guidance.

We are waiting for Reconciiintion and Government in Jap-
annse,

The work to make paper mats for Crimes and Calamities
an‘l War or Peace is already done. Now we shall start to make
paper mats for Prophecy.

With much Christian love, I remain
Your fellow servant by his grace,
J. AxasHI, Tokyo.

INSPIRES TO LOVE AND SERVE JEHOVAH

DEar BrotueR RUTHERFORD:

I have finished the first reading of Light with profit and joy.

The amazing thing is the simplicity of the explanations. No
labored argument is used in the presentation, and the reader
is not required to streteh his imagination to understand it,

It is indeed a revelation pleasing and satisfying, and well

named Light. Its simplicity is as gripping as the explanations
are satisfying, and urges the reader to read on.

There is no room for argument or controversy, for the physi-
cal facts are placed alongside of the scriptures, and fulfilled
prophecy is apparent.

Revelation has been looked upon as being such a mysterions
book, this simple presentation may stumble some who mav be
inclined to hold to previous interpretations; but God is his
own interpreter and he will make it plain.

Truth, however, when due to be understood is not complex,
but simple; it is error that is complex.

Truly it throws a flood of light upon the pathway of the
church, and in calm, forceful and convineing language proclaims
the doom of the archoppressor Satan and his organization
visible and invisible.

It magnifies the name and word of Jehovah God, and helps
us to better understand some of the purposes of the greas
Eternal One, man’s best friend and greatest benetactor.

It draws out our hearts’ affections to him, and inspircs o
greater desire to love ‘him more and serve him better,

It is meat in due secason for the household of faith, and a
fitting climax to the books thus far written.

I thank and praise Jehovah for your noble example of loval-
ty and steadfastness, your unswerving devotion to truth and
righteousness, your uncomprising attitude to all that is anti-
God and anti-Kingdom, and your fearlessness in the proclamn-
tion of the truth,

All this is a stimulus to me, and, T am sure, to many others,

With gratitude and thanksgiving to Jehovah, and with
increasing desire to press forward, and with Christian love and
greetings,

Your brother and colaborer by the Lord’s grace,
Jd. C, Warr.

‘WHAT SHALL I RENDER UNTO JEHOVAIP

Berovep Broruer RUTIIERFORD:

Light devoured; marvel of marvels! Marvelous Light! As-
stounding! My joy and satisfaction know no bounds, Fiery
question answered; proved conelusively. allelujah! What shail
I render unto the Lord for his great benefit toward me?

¢¢Oh, what langnage can express,
Oh, what ministries can show,
All my heart’s deep thankfulness,
Love which in my heart doth glow?®??
Your hunuble coluborer,
C. V. StivEr, Illinols
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Yakimna

West Vtu;uua
Huntington ........ WSAZ * SU-P
2.42-1

w mcormn
Madison . WiIBA * 9
Milwaukee . WISN “¢
SU-A 10.80-11 (German and
Polish, alternately, weekly)
Racine YRIN *SU-A
11.15-11.20
Wyomina
e WUEFN * ¢

Casper ...
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