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THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of aiding the
people to understand Jehovah’s purposes. It provides
systematic Bible study in which all its readers may regu-

larly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
reports thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadcasting,

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed word of
Truth, It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as the
fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It
is free from parties, scets and creeds of men., It does not as-
sume a dogmatic attitude, but confidently invites a eareful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
‘Word of God. It does mot indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of his creation that the Logos
became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and in earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life a
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as the
redemptive price for man.

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been selecting from amongst men the members of his chureh,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose
of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes the ‘‘seed of Abraham?’’ through which all families of
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returned and is mow present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him.,

THAT THE HOPE OF THE PEOPLES of earth is resto-
ration to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that
the reign of Christ will afford opportunity to every man to
have a fair trial for life, and those who obey will live on earth
for ever in a state of happiness.
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(Foreign translations of this journal appear in several languages.)

TerRMS TO THE LORD’S PooRr: All Bible Students who, by reason of
old age or other infirmity or adversity, are unable to pay for this
Journal, will be supplied free if they send a postal card each May
stating their case and requesting such provision. We are not only
willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually and
in touch with the Berean studies,

Notice to Subscribers: Acknowledgment of a new or a renewal sub-
seription will be sent only when requested. Change of address,
when requested, may be expectéed to appear on address label within
one month. A renewal blank (carrying notice of expiration) will
be sent with the journal one month before the subscription expires,

Entered as Becond Class Mail Matter at Brooklym, N. ¥., Postoflce,
' Act of March 8, 1879,

PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY BY

WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
117 ADAMS STREET . . BROOKLYN, N.Y., U.S.A.

OFFICERS

J. F.RUTHERFORD President ‘W. E. VAN AMBURGH Secretary

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE B . - J. B. RUTHERFORD
W.E. VANAMBURGH J. HEMERY R.H,BARBER E.J. COWARD

FOREIGN OFFICES
Britsh + . . « « « + &« « » 34 Craven Terrace, London, W. 2, England
Canadian o « o « o » « « o « &« o 40 Irwin Avenue. Toronto, Ontario
Australasian » + + « o 7 Beresford Road, Strathfield, N.S. W., Australia
South African o « ¢« o« &« o » o 6 Lelie Street, Cape Town, South Africa
Please address the Society in every case

PITTSBURGH AND CHICAGO CONVENTIONS

We are pleased to call attention to two conventions which
Brother Rutherford expects to address:

Pittsburgh, Pa., Oct. 31-Nov. 2. Convention opens at
2: 00 p. m. Friday. Friday and Saturday sessions will be held
in the Carnegie Music Hall, Federal and Ohio Sts., North Side.
Sunday sessions will be held in the Garden Theatre. For further
iIx,xformation address E. I. Baxter, 413 Bailey St., Pittsburgh,

a.

Chicago, Ill., Nov. 4, 5. Convention opens at 9:00 a, m.
Tuesday, All sessions of the convention will be held at 1016
N. Dearborn St. For further information write J. P. Holmes,
Knickerbocker Hotel.

RADIO IN PARIS

This is to advise that the Society has an arrangement with
a radio station in Paris to broadcast the truth at regular
intervals, and the new equipment will be installed by the middle
of October. This should broaden the field very much for the
colporteurs, and afford an opportunity for other colporteurs
to enter the service. A number of brethren have gone from
England to Paris, and even though they cannot speak the
French Janguage they get on well in the colporteur work. The
canvass is printed on a card in the French language and it is
presented to the ome called upon, and the results are good.
Anyone desiring to enter the colporteur work and who now
resides in England, please communicate with the British Branch
Office at London.

SERVICE CONVENTIONS

(In each instance class service director’s name and address appear.)
Hallowell, Me, (Augusta) Nov. 7-9

Miss Vira B. Johnson, Augusta Hotel, Augusta
Youngstown, Qhio Nov, 7-9

C. E. Crook, 3643 Irma Av.

Slovak: 8. Parimucha, 25 8. Whitney Av.

Ukrainian; John Kalinich, 2145 Russell Av.
Albany, N. Y.

R. L. Smith, 61 Benson St.

Polish: A, Nielwoeki, 203 Colonie St.
Toledo, Ohio

C. C. Hudson, 922 E, Broadway

German: J. C. Manthey, 510 Prouty Av,

Polish; T, Kobil, 4328 Vermaas Av,
Rochester, N, Y.

‘Wm, A. Brainard, 249 Westfield St.

Italian: Guiseppe Di Pane, 238 Herald 8t.
Muskegon, Mich.

Harry Thomas, R. 4

Polish: F. Kluz, 840 W. Larch Av,
Attleboro, Maas.

J. A. Payette, 9 Walnut St.
‘Washington, % C.

C. W. Jackson, 3549 Tenth St. NW,

Colored;: Francis N. Richardson, 1503 R 8t. N,

Greek: Sotirios Konstantin, 1630 Fourteenth 8t. NW.
Scranton, Pa. Dee, 5-7

Joseph L. Hoagland, 108 Kurts 8t.

(Continued on page 336)
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THE PRIZE

¢“] press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Clrist Jesus.”’—Phil. 3: 14,

his will. That would mean that whatever is done

must be done lawfully. The motive inducing action
must be unselfish. All who will ever reccive the award
of the prize must be governed by the same law. This
conclusion is fully proven by the inspired words of
the apostle: ‘“And if a man also strive for masteries,
yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.”’
(2 Tim. 2:5) The words of Jesus make the clear
distinction between those who are lawless or workers
of iniquity and those who strive in a lawful manner,
Those who make up both classes are ealled to the high
calling and are in line for the kingdom.—DMatt. 13:
41-43.

J’EHOVAH awards the prize only to those who do

WHAT IS IT?

* It is important to have clearly in mind what is
meant by the high calling and what is the prize. The
church now discerns more eclearly than ever before
that God’s purpose from the beginning is to build a
kingdom that will completely vindicate his name for
ever. The call means an invitation. That is an invita-
tion to the kingdom which will vindicate Jehovah’s
name. Jesus was the first one called, and he was called
after he was begottén at the Jordan. Others are called
and they too must receive the call after having been
brought forth as the sons of God. The high calling is
to the kingdom, the seat of which is in heaven, and
therefore is a call to a higher, heavenly place. Only
spirit creatures would be called to that place, because
none other could accept the call and it is certain that
God would not issue a call to any ereature who could
not accept it. The first knowledge that any creature
aside from Jesus had concerning the high calling was
received by his disciples when Jesus said to them:
“And 1 covenant for you, even as my Father has
covenanted for me, a kingdom, that you may eat and
drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”’ (Luke 22: 29, 30,
Diag.) The high calling is therefore a place or position
In the kingdom of Jehovah.

3 The prize is awarded to one (class or body) who
strives lawfully and who wins. (1 Cor. 9: 24) Many
are called, but few are chosen. Some respond to the
call and are in line for the kingdom but do not win

because they do not strive lawfully. Because they do
not run lawfully they cannot be ecrowned. The prize
is the crown of life to be awarded to that class of
called ones who strive lawfully and are therefore
faithful and true even unto death. It is to these Je-
sus said: ‘‘Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee the erown of life.”” (Rev. 2: 10) The words
both of Paul and of Jesus prove beyond all doubt that
in order for the called ones to win the course of action
taken by them must be a lawful one, that is to say,
the one marked out by the Lord. Only the faithful
followers of Christ Jesus take that course of action.
Such faithful ones are designated ‘‘the elect of God’’,
and concerning which it is written: ‘“‘Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which aec-
cording to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrcction of Jesus Christ
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time.’—1 Pet. 1: 3-5.

¢ The faithful ones will be overcomers, and these
will be rewarded with a seat on the throne with Christ
in his kingdom and will be erowned with immortality.
(Rev. 3: 21) The prize, therefore, is the reward given
to the faithful and to none other.

BROUGHT TO LIGHT

5 The great and precious promises of the high call-
ing which God gave to the church by Jesus Christ and
his apostles were for a long while hidden under the
rubbish of the false teachings of the eclergy, which
false teachings were inspired by Satan. During the
period of the church foreshadowed by the Prophet
Elijah the great truth of the high calling and other
truths were restored to the chuteh as Jesus had said
would be done. (Matt. 17: 11) This bringing to light
of the truths and rcstoring them was gradual, and the
appreciation thereof by the church incrcased as the
Lord caused the light to shine more eclearly upon
these truths.

®In that restoration period it was first seen by
those devoted to the Lord that Jchovah had made
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promise to bless all the families of the earth by and
through the seed of Abraham and that the peoples of
the earth are waiting for that seed to bring the bless-
jngs, even though they know not about it. This
restitution coming in God’s due time revealed to the
faithful the many errors of the clergy which they
had for a long while been teaching. The faithful began
to learn that God’s kingdom shall be set up for the
benefit of his creatures, particularly man. They re-
ceived the truth concerning hell and saw that the
great ransom sacrifice makes it possible for all to have
an opportunity for life.

T These truths were received by God’s people on
earth as an injunction to make their ‘‘calling and
election sure’’ to a high place in God’s favor that
they might reign with Christ for the purpose of bless-
ing mankind in general. Such high place was the great
objective set before them, the value of which could
not be compared by them to anything else. The truths
which stood out most prominent to them are these:
The salvation of all the world by reason of the great
ransom sacrifice, and the great restitution work that
would be done in which work those ecalled to the high
calling would participate. These truths claimed the
attention of the consecrated practically to the ex-
clusion of all others. This clear distinetion between
the salvation of the world and the salvation of the
church made it easy for the spirit-begotten ones to
see that there must be a separation of themselves from
the world in some form or measure. It was clearly
understood that all of those called to the high ealling
must be consecrated to God even as Jesus was con-
secrated. Separation from the world was understood
to mean that the consecrated must forego all rights
and privileges that flow to the human creature and
now the new creature must live a life of faith and
piety with the expectancy that such course of action
would bring about the perfection of the new ercature
and gain for him a position of honor with Christ
Jesus in ruling the world.

8 The real purpose of the kingdom was not then
understood. Salvation of the ercature was conceived to
be the all-important thing. Necessarily this led to
selfishness on the part of many. Looking for what was
conceived to be the prize led to pride on the part of
others. They gloried in the fact that their position
would be so much greater than that of others.

* The consecrated were anxious to tell those who
would listen of the second coming of Christ and his
kingdom, and of the blessings that would flow to the
people. These urged many to make a consceration to
become runners in the race for the prize of the high
calling, Because it was believed that God would find
in the church denominations almost all of those whom
he would take to heaven, for some time the message of
the truth was carried by the Lord’s pcople almost
exclusively to those who were members of the church
denominations. This was largely due to the fact that it
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was the expectation that God would get what he
wanted to go to heaven and then use them to give
life to the rest of mankind. The consecrated ones who
carried the message of truth to others were considered
as angels who were gathering the wheat into the
garner of the Lord. Frequently those of the con-
secrated who did this work would say with much
pleasure and joy: ‘Today I found a real wheat head.’

1o These statements are made, not as critieism of
anyone, but to show that God’s light has gradually
unfolded his purposes to those devoted to him and
now, by his grace, his purposes are more clearly seen
than when first we came to a knowledge of the truth.
Those who have walked in the light have every reason
to rejoice, because these are granted partnership with
the Lord aceording to his promise,

TABERNACLE

31 The book Tabernacle Shadows was given to the
church and a study thereof became of great impor-
tance and resulted in much good to many and in
mischief to others. The teaching of the tabernacle
when understood gave help and strength to those
really devoted to the Lord. It made elear the distine-
tion between those who would receive the heavenly
glory and those who would be restored to life on the
earth. Undoubtedly it is the will of God to learn from
the typical tabernacle and its ceremonies the necessity
for the spiritual priesthood to cleanse themselves from
all defilements and to perfect holiness in the fear of
God. (2 Cor. 7: 1) Some erroncously concluded that
this meant a personal ‘‘development of character’
that would make them proper and qualified ones to
reign with Christ. An improper understanding of
what constitutes the world, and the continual thought
of separation from the world, had much to do with
many reaching the wrong conclusion. From much and
continuous study of the Tabernacle Shadows a number
reached the conclusion that God intended them to be
shut in some qguiet or sceret place and to meditate and
to grow in the ‘‘fruits and graces of the spirit’’ until
ready to be taken to heaven. The point here empha-
sized is that their chief thought was to get to heaven
in order that they might fill the office of ruling the
world. Some are still in this condition and do not
understand God’s purpose of establishing his king-
dom, and therefore fail to get the real lessons that the
tabernacle in the wilderness teaches.

12 That God did not prevent a test of the church in
the matter of Tabernacle Shadows is quite evident.
He permitted this test in order that the approved ones
might be made manifest. This is supported by the con-
clusion announced in 1 Corinthians 11: 19: *‘For there
must be also heresics among you, that they which are
approved may be made manifest among you.”” The
adversary aided some in getting the improper under-
standing because they werc not induced by the right
motive in taking the course of action they did take.
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It should be kept in mind that in the day when
Tabernacle Shadows was the chief study of the church
Satan was not yet cast out of heaven. He was con-
tinuously accusing the brethren and, to be sure, was
using his subtle means to mislead them, and especially
those who were induced by the wrong motive. The
motive or heart condition is of vital importance, and
this more clearly appears as we progress on the way.

12 T'abernacle Shadows doubtless provoked more dis-
cussion amongst the brethren than any other part of
the truth. Thousands of hours were spent in dis-
cussing the minute details of the construction of the
tabernacle and many futile attempts were made by
these students to show the typical meaning thereof,
while the greater and more important lessons taught
by the tabernacle in the wilderness were overlooked
or ignored. Some of the leaders in the church made a
specialty of teaching Tabernacle Shadows and devel-
oped considerable pride and manifested it in this
regard. By reason of the study of the details of the
construction of the tabernacle, and the great stress laid
upon the same, many were induced to believe that
God’s purpose concerning them is that they should set
themselves apart and perfect for themselves a charaec-
ter that would make them fit for heaven. The Lord
foreknew and foretold by his prophet that some such
would, with outward piety, ‘bow down the head like
a bulrush’ while others would become wise in their
own conceits. (Isa. 58: 5; Rom. 12: 16) Such were
tricked by the adversary, and much mischief resulted
to them by a wrong conception of the tabernacle. Be-
cause they were moved by a selfish desire they laid
themselves open to the successful attack of the enemy.
To be sure, the fault is not with the tabernacle nor
with the book Tabernacle Shadows. The fault was in
the hearts of those who studied the same for the
purpose of justifying their course of action and in
ignoring or overlooking God’s purpose in calling them
to the high calling.

¢ The faithful took a different course. Thankful to
God for the blessed truths found in the study of the
tabernacle these endeavored to serve God as true
underpriests, to keep their hearts with all diligence,
and to seek always to do that which would honor Je-
hovah and give to him all honor and glory. Their
attention was not centered upon themselves. They
realized their own imperfections and natural un-
worthiness of God’s great favor and that they could
not make themselves perfect. They saw that to make
themselves a ‘‘perfect character’’ is an impossibility ;
but, with Paul, ‘being confident that God, who had
begun a good work in them, would perform it to a
finish,’ they went on prayerfully and humbly seeking
to know and to do the will of God. Their motive or
inducing cause for pursuing their course of action
was right, and therefore as the servant watches his
master’s hand even so these waited upon the leadings
of the Lord that they might know what his will would
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be concerning them. (Ps. 123: 2) These saw that the
tabernacle in the wilderness was a detailed picture of
the great sin-atonement arrangement that God has pro-
vided for the sins of the people through the sacrifice
of Christ Jesus and they gave God the glory and
praise for making this provision, and had a sincere
and honest desire to serve him unselfishly.

18 Some have received the truth but have not re-
ceived the love of the truth. (2 Thess. 2: 10) They
received a knowledge of the truth in a spirit of selfish-
ness and it is made plain by the Scriptures that such
are not to be crowned with the prize. A mere mental
knowledge of the truth does not prove at all that one
will be in the kingdom. If one prides himself on the
fact that his knowledge concerning the Bible is greater
than that of his fellows and allows this to puff him
up he looks upon himself with importance, thinks
more highly of himself than he ought to think, and
proves that he has not reccived the love of the truth.
The energy of delusion comes in time and those who
have had the wrong motive fall under the influence
thereof and believe a lie rather than the truth.

THE TEST

18 The coming of the Lord to his temple and the
gathering together to himself of his faithful is the
time of the test. Such is the time when he sits as a
great refiner and he makes clear the truth and sep-
arates the selfish from those who have had the right
motive.

" The Lord has disclosed the definite purpose of
God in building his kingdom, and the humble and
faithful ones now see that the chief purpose is the
vindication of the Word and name of Jehovah.

18 They see that the purpose of the anointed’s being
on earth at this time is that they might be God’s
witnesses to give testimony that he is the Most High;
that the world has ended, and that the time has come
for the establishment of righteousness and therefore
that according to the Lord’s commandment this good
news must be preached to all the nations of the world
as a witness. It is the called and chosen ones that must
now be faithful and true witnesses. These faithful
ones see that they must ‘cleanse themselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and perfect holiness
in the fear of God’, and they see that this means
much more than personal purity and chastity. They
see that regardless of what they might do to make
themselves perfeet they cannot succecd. They clearly
see that what is meant by holiness is a complete
devotion to God in the doing of his will, and that the
doing of his will means that they must obey his
commandments joyfully. It is these that constitute the
visible members of God’s organization on the earth
and which for convenience is called ‘‘the Society’’.
Many might think themselves a part of the Society,
but in the strict meaning of the word it applies to
those who arc really devoted to the Lord. By the fruits
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that these bear they may be identified ; and the fruits
that they do bear or bring forth are God’s fruits, and
not fruits of any creature.

12 Others claiming to be in the truth have separated
themselves into various companies and boldly an-
nounce that the Society has been cast off by the Lord.
These companies have no agreement amongst them-
selves, and no unity except in one thing, and that is
their opposition to the Society and the work it is doing
in giving the witness to God’s name and kingdom.
Satan is opposed to the Society and its work and seeks
the destruction of those to whom the testimony of Je-
sus Christ is given. (Rev. 12: 17) He uses various in-
struments to accomplish his purpose. Those making up
the various small companies here mentioned are now
trying to form an arrangement to more particularly
oppose the Society and its work. At the same time
these profess to be running for the prize of the high
calling, and they hold that the mark is that of perfect
love which they attain unto by advancing as on a race
course, passing the quarter marks in the order named,
and that this advancement is ‘‘character devel-
opment’’, They construe the words of the apostle to
mean that they develop the character which is in-
dicated by the mark of perfect love and that when
reaching the mark they have to stand there and wait
to be taken to heaven. It is certain that such have
entirely the wrong conception of what is mecant by the
words of the apostle in Philippians 3: 14.

THE MARK

%0 There is nothing in the Scriptures to warrant the
conclusion that the mark mentioned by the apostle in
Philippians 3: 14 refers to perfect love and that the
same is attained by passing through four stages, or
four quarter marks. Perfect love means complete de-
votion to God. Surely Paul had perfect love for God
from the time he began preaching the gospel to the
Gentiles. The Lord would not have sent him forth and
entrusted him with the great commission to the
Gentiles to bear the gospel if he had not been com-
pletely devoted to God. It was years afterwards, and
after Paul had endured all manner of persecution be-
cause of his faithfulness unto God, that he wrote these
words: ““I have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith; henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord ... shall give me at that day.”’ (2 Tim. 4: 7, 8)
In his words there is not the slightest intimation that
he had developed a perfect character and thereby
reached the mark of perfect love and was waiting to
go to heaven, What he did say is that he had taken
the course of action the Lord marked out for him, and
followed it, faithfully fighting always on the side of
right, and that now he knew that the Lord had laid up
for him the prize of the high calling, which he would
receive in due time. He had finished the work which
the Lord had commissioned him to do, and because
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of his faithfulness in so doing he would receive the
erown of life.

#1 This text in Philippians concerning the mark has
been interpreted as meaning this: That when one is
begotten of the holy spirit he starts to run for the
prize of the high calling in heaven; that as one sees
a ribbon stretched across a race track, marking the
goal to be reached, so the Christian sees that goal or
mark and that it is perfect love; that he starts in the
course and makes the first quarter, then the second,
and third, and finally reaches the fourth, which is the
mark, and there stands and is tested as to his character
and then taken to heaven. Such interpretation is
wrong and is wholly unwarranted by any scripture.
What Paul said was that he was following in the
course of action outlined for him by the Lord and
this he continued to do to the end, and, being faithful
in so doing, would receive the prize of the high call-
ing.

22 The text according to the Diaglott is: “‘I press
along the line, towards the prize of the high calling
of God by Christ Jesus.”” This rendering expresses
the apostle’s thought more nearly correctly. He did
not mean that the follower of Jesus Christ is pressing
forward to a mark or pressing down upon a mark, and
he did not say so. Clearly the meaning of his words is
that the course of action is set according to a line or
mark and the faithful must pursue that course of
action according to that line or mark in order to run
lawfully and do God’s will. The line is from the be-
ginning of the Christian’s course to the time of death,
and that line or course of action is marked out by the
Lord himself. It is the same line or course of action
which Jesus took and which he deseribed when he
said: “‘If any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me,’”’ and
travel the same road that I have traveled. As Peter
puts it: “‘For even hereunto were ye called: because
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that
ye should follow his steps.”” (1 Pet. 2: 21) To each
one who has been brought into the covenant for the
kingdom the course is exactly the same. The new
crecature is called, and when he responds to that call
and is taken into the covenant for the kingdom he
then enters upon the race course, and he must follow
that course definitely and lawfully to the end, which
end comes at his death. The high calling is to the
kingdom. The prize is the crown of life, and the mark
is the roadway or course of action that must be fol-
lowed by every one who gains the kingdom.

PURPOSE OF KINGDOM

2 The purpose of the kingdom of God is that the
Word and name of God may be fully and completely
vindicated. Everything else is merely incidental there-
to. God gave his word that he would bring forth a
“‘seed’’ that would stedfastly hold to a course of faith-
fulness with him and that such ‘‘seed’’ he would use
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to eliminate wickedness from the universe and to
establish righteousness. Satan emphatically denied
that God could do such a thing, and reproached God’s
name for so stating. Therefore Satan put the question
at issue which must be decided in due time. To ac-
complish his purpose God sent Jesus to earth as his
representative and witness. So emphatic and defi-
nite was the instruction and commission that Jesus
had received from his Father that he said: *“My
doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me.”’ (John
T:16) “For I have not spoken of myself; but the
Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment,
what I should say, and what I should speak.”” (John
12: 49) “‘I can of mine own self do nothing.”’ (John
5: 30) These scriptures show that Jehovah God had
marked out the course that Jesus must take. Again
Jesus said: ‘‘To this end was I born, and for this cause
came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto
the truth. Every one that is of the trutu heareth my
voice.”” (John 18: 37) Jesus blazed the way, and all
who receive the crown of life must travel in that same
course and in none other.

4 Judas received the truth from Jesus, and he be-
came the son of perdition because he did not receive
the love of the truth. His motive or heart condition
was wrong, and that was the reason for his fall. Be-
cause the eleven other disciples received the love of
the truth and were faithful to Jesus he took them into
the covenant with him for the kingdom. Many are
called to the kingdom and respond to that call ; but a
much less number are chosen, for the reason that many
do not receive the love of the truth. If selfishness is
the moving cause of their course of action they have
not the love of the truth. Anyone who stresses the
necessity of perfecting his character in order that he
might go to heaven and rule entirely ignores God’s
purpose in calling him and presumes to do that which
the Scriptures show he cannot do.

28 Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life, (John
14: 6) He is thercfore the door or way into the king-
dom. No one can enter who does not travel in the
same course that God marked out for Jesus. If any
man attempts to enter the kingdom in any other way
he is a thief and a robber, which Jesus stated. Jesus
said nothing about getting into the kingdom by devel-
oping a character. Those who think they can enter the
kingdom of God by separating themselves from God’s
organization and God’s appointed way and grow up
into a perfect character that makes them fit for the
kingdom are woefully deceived, to say the least of it.
Such is an attempt to enter the kingdom in a way
different from what God pointed out; therefore the
words of Jesus apply: ‘‘He that entereth not by the
door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other
way, the same is a thief and a robber.’”’ (John 10: 1)
Satan coveted power and authority and adulation, and
sought it unlawfully. The Scriptures emphatically
state that thieves and covetous creatures shall not
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have eternal life or enter the kingdom of heaven.—
Jer. 51: 13, 18; 1 Cor. 6: 10.

26 God gave Jesus the title: ‘‘Faithful and True
Witness,”” not because Jesus developed a character,
but because Jesus was wholly faithful in performing
the commission he received from Jehovah. Jesus was
always perfect. He received the high reward because
of his faithfulness. (Phil. 2: 5-11) Paul was given a
dispensation, stewardship or commission, to wit, the
preaching of the gospel of the kingdom of God, and
especially to carry that message to the Gentiles. Ile
states that he must do that work voluntarily and joy-
fully and faithfully if he would receive a reward.
(1 Cor. 9: 17) He must follow exactly in the footsteps
of Jesus and he must be a witness for God and for
Christ. Such is the lawful way of striving to enter into
the kingdom. In the same connection he makes the
argument concerning the certainty of the course one
must take and the faithfulness in following it in order
to be crowned. ‘‘I therefore so run, not as uncer-
tainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air; but
I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection;
lest that by any means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway.”’—1 Cor.
9: 26, 27.

*7 Paul was not trying to make a great name for
himself amongst men. He was not yielding to the
desires of the flesh to receive the plaudits of men and
have them say, ‘What a beautiful character Paul has.’
He was not deceiving himself into believing that he
must take such a pious and sanetimonious course in
order that he might induce others to accept the truth.
He was taking no uncertain course. He was not beat-
ing the air. One who beats the air deceives himself and
deceives some creatures, but he does not deceive the
Lord in the slightest. One may think his thoughts and
actions are entirely pure and holy and at the same
time they are an abomination in God’s sight because he
is thinking how great and good and mighty he is and
how desirable it will be to have him in heaven. Paul
was stating that he had entered upon the race course
which the Lord had marked out for him and that he
kept himself in control in order that every faculty
might be used and was used to doing the will of God.

28 A like argument he made in writing to Timothy,
in whiech he said: ‘‘And the things that thou hast
heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others
also.”” (2 Tim. 2: 2) Clearly that means that Timothy
must be a faithful witness to the Lord. Then the
apostle adds: ‘‘Thou therefore endure hardness, as a
good soldier of Jesus Christ.”’ (2 Tim. 2: 3) These
words imply that the course of action laid out for the
followers of Christ brings reproach upon them but
that as the Master had trod that course and was
reproached the servant must do likewise and be sub-
jected to like reproach. The apostle then says that
the man who enters into a covenant with God and has
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a real hope of winning and runs to win does not
entangle himself with other matters, but is blind to
everything except the Lord’s will, and bends every
effort to please the Lord, and that he must pursue
such a lawful course if he would be crowned. ‘‘No man
that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this
life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to
bo a soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries,
yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.”’
(2 Tim. 2: 4, 5) Such complete devotion to God shows
perfect love for God. It is a pure heart condition and
an entire devotion to Jehovah.

29 Paul entered upon the race course, or course of
action marked out by the Lord for him, years before
he wrote the epistle to the Philippians, here under con-
sideration. He gave every evidence of being perfect in
love throughout his entire ministry, because he was
uncompromisingly for God and did not hesitate to
preach the whole truth on all qeeasions. (Aects 20: 27)
He was addressing his epistle to the Philippians, whom
he dearly loved. He was giving to them wholesome
advice, and such advice it is the will of God all in the
covenant should take. His argument is, in substance,
this: ‘Brethren, on account of the anointed One I have
suffered the loss of all things of earth, and I count
such loss as nothing. I know that I cannot be found in
the kingdom because of my own righteousness, but I
must attain to that by reason of faith in Christ and
faithfulness in the performance of my covenant. My
greatest desire is that I might be made conformable to
the death of Jesus Christ that I might partake of his
resurrection. God has laid hold upon me and called
me to life and his kingdom, and now I am striving
lawfully to lay hold upon the kingdom of Christ. I
have not yet attained it. But there is one thing I do,
and just one. I have laid aside and forgotten every-
thing I have left behind, and now I am bending my
every effort toward that which is before. I see the
course of action which has been marked out for me by
the Lord and which I must follow if I am to gain the
prize. Therefore I press along that line or course that
is outlined, reaching toward the prize of the high
calling of God by Christ. Let all therefore who are
mature in the faith be of this same mind. Brethren,
mark the course that I am taking, and follow that
same way.’

*0 Not one word is said about character dcvelop-
ment. On the contrary, he negatives that thought by
saying that he could not attain the prize by his own
righteousness. Then he adds: ‘“Nevertheless, whercto
we have already attained, let us walk by the same
rule, let us mind the same thing. Brethren, be'fol-
lowers together of me, and mark them which walk so
as ye have us for an ensample.”’—Phil, 3: 16, 17,

1 During the Elijah period of the church a line or
course of action marked out for the church was to get
a knowledge of the truth that had long been hidden
and to tell these truths to others who would hear. The
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preaching of the message then was generally concern-
ing the great ransom sacrifice and its resulting benefits
to all; and the second coming of Christ and his king-
dom, that all might then receive the benefit of the
ransom. These fundamental truths being restored, the
Lord came straightway to his temple. Among other
things that he did was to refine the truth, that is to
say, to cause the light to shine upon it more clearly;
and this revealed more clearly God’s purposes. Then
it was that the temple class saw the two great or-
ganizations marching on to the decisive day. They saw
that the day of decision would for ever vindicate
God’s name and his everlasting word. They saw this
because they had received the love of the truth and
were not looking merely for a selfish reward. The
general course of action was not changed, but the way
became elearer to the faithful from that time forward.
That way points out that every one of God’s anointed
must be a witness and bear testimony to the nations
of earth that Jehovah is God, that the day of his
vengeance is at hand, that the King is already on the
throne, and that the fuithful ones on earth form a
part of God’s great organization, and that there can
be no compromise between God’s organization and
that of the enemy. There is no alternative. They must
be witnesses for the Lord. God has made the line or
course of action to travel, and the Elijah and Elisha
periods only reveal that in a somewhat different man-
ner. Now the way is so bright and clear that no one
who loves the Lord need err therein. These revealed
truths are not from man, but are from the Lord. He
causes the flashes of lightning to illuminate the way.

82 No one who has received the love of the truth,
and so held it, has been hurt by reason of the clear
light shining upon the Word of God. Those who have
stubbornly and persistently held to the old and less
clear interpretations, even after God has given the
clearer light, have injured themselves. Invariably are
they found opposed to the work being done by the
Society in obedience to God’s commandments; and
Jjust as surely as the Society is a part of God’s organi-
zation, just so surely are these opposing and fighting
against God,

83 The very emphasis placed upon the Z'abernacle
Shadows teachings in respect to the individual life in
the holy and ‘‘character development’’ caused many
to turn their thoughts to themselves and self-right-
cousness, and they did not discern God and his pur-
poses. They have constantly said, ‘‘Lord, Lord,”’ but
they have failed to heed and to do his will. They have
persisted in fighting against the light, and many such
are now found putting forth their strongest efforts to
destroy that which they once had a part in building
up. They go about in the congregations of the faithful
and endeavor to turn them away from their fidelity
to God in being his witnesses, It seems that God had
them in mind when he caused his prophet to write:
““Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy congrega-
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tions; they set up their ensigns for signs. A man was
famous according as he had lifted up axes upon the
thick trees. But now they break down the carved work
thereof at once with axes and hammers. They have cast
fire into thy sanctuary, they have defiled by ecasting
down the dwellingplace of thy name to the ground.
They said in their hearts, Let us destroy them to-
gether.”” (Ps. 74: 4-8) But they will not succeed! The
Lord foresaw this condition and he caused his faith-
ful witness to write concerning it: ‘‘And then shall
that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall con-
sume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy
with the brightness of his coming; even him whose
coming is after the working of Satan, with all power
and signs and lying wonders.”’—2 Thess. 2: 8, 9.

3 The wrong interpretation of a seripture is not
only misleading but often results in much injury. The
interpretation of the ‘““prize of the high calling’’, as
given and held for a long while, furnished an excuse
for many to endeavor to attain a condition of self-
righteousness by their own efforts, which is an im-
possibility. The enemy took advantage of this and
caused many to waste time in a fruitless endeavor and
at the same time grow proud of their supposed meek-
ness and love, neither of which they possessed. God
permitted this to make manifest the approved. Fol-
lowing this selfish course such have been led to harshly
judge and criticize those who are faithfully endeavor-
ing to keep the commandments of God. No one in the
truth should be discouraged, however, seeing that God
foreknew and foretold just such condition and made
ample provision for the protection of his faithful ones.

8 Today the faithful are not doing so much talking
about the high ealling, because they see it is the Lord’s
will that his name shall be declared and that he has
called his people to be his witnesses and to show forth
his praises. They have even a greater appreciation
than ever of the high calling, and, as with Paul, their
great desire is to gain the prize. Also, like him, they
clearly see that the condition precedent to gaining that
prize is complete obedience to God’s commandments,
prompted in so doing by an unselfish devotion to
him, Those who will partake of the resurrection of
Christ Jesus must do as Paul did, to wit, lay aside
everything and forget all that is behind and bend
every effort to faithfully fulfil the commission God
has given to them.

3 The climax of the apostle’s argument is reached.
He warns his brethren against those who are selfish
and classes those as the enemies of God because their
belly (selfishness) is their god and their glory is their
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shame.(Vss. 18, 19) Then to the faithful he said:
“‘Brethren, become joint-imitators of me, and watch
those who are thus walking, as you have us for a
pattern.’’ (Vs. 17, Diag.) Paul declared himself to have
been faithful to the end of the course of action and
to have won the victory because of his faithfulness.
Every one who will be of the kingdom must now be
faithful, Such faithfulness will be an expression of
perfect love for God and concerning which it is
written: ‘‘Herein is our love made perfect, that we
may have boldness in the day of judgment: because
as he is, so are we in this world.’’ (1 John 4: 17) This
is the day of judgment. It is the day the Lord has
made for the vindication of his word and name. Let
his witnesses be faithful and true and have a part in
Jehovah’s glorious work.

QUESTIONS FFOR BEREAN STUDY

Y 1. Jehovah awards the prize to whom? What is indicated
in the expression *‘except he strive lawfully’’?

9 2. What is the high calling? Who are called?

9 3, 4. What do the Scriptures show this prize to be? Explain
whether all who are called receive the prize.

9 5-7. Account for the obscuring of the great and precious
promises after the days of the apostles, and for the
church’s coming again to an understanding and appre-
ciation thereof.

9 8-10. Point out facts in this connection which show the grad-
ual unfolding of Jehovah’s purposes.

¥ 11, 12, What is one of the most prominent truths taught
by the tabernacle in the wildernesst How did this subject
become a test upon the church?

¥ 13-15. Describe how differently a knowledge of the tabernacle
teachings affected two distinct classes of the comsecrated.
‘Why the difference?

7 16, 17. Since when has God disclosed his definite purpose in
building his kingdom$ Why then?

7 18, 19. What is meant by ¢‘the Society’’? How is one
identified as truly being a part thereof? What are the
evidences of Satan’s opposition to the Society and its
work?

Y 20-22. Prove whether in the words of our text the apostle re-
ferred to perfect love or any manner of ‘attaining’ there-
to. What did Paul mean?

¥ 23-25. What did Jesus teach and exemplify as to the course
his followers must pursue and finish?

¥ 26, 27. Quote and apply Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians
9: 26, 27, as defining the course he pursued.

Y 28, Explain Paul’s instruction to Timothy as recorded in
2 Timothy 2: 2-5.

¥ 29, 30. Give the substance of the argument Paul was here
presenting.

§ 31. Compare the course marked out for the church during
the Elisha period with that during the Elijah period.
Account for the increased light and the greater and more
far-reaching activity during the later period,

§ 32-34. Sho— *hat the teachings of the tabernacle in respect
to the individual life in the holy brought blessing to some
and injury to others. Account for these opposite results,

Y 35, 36. What do the faithful now see as to the course marked
out for them? How will they manifest their love of the
truth and their appreciation of the prize of the high
calling?

IVE THANKS unfo Jehovah, proclaim his name, make known

his deeds among the people. Sing unto him, sing psalms unto

him, talk ye of all his wondrous works. Glory ye inhis holy

nome: let the heart of them rejoice that seek Jehovah. Seek Je-
hovah and his strength, seek his face continually.—David.



JUDGMENT DAY, WHEN PEOPLE WILL HAVE A CHANCE

[Thirty-minute radio lecture}

HIS is an age of speed. With airplanes flying

! more than three hundred seventy-five miles an

“ hour, and a lighter-than-air ship eruising com-
pletely around our earthly globe in a few hours more
than eleven days of actual flying time! But think of a
speed of ninety-one miles a second or from New York
eity to San Franeisco in thirty-five seconds! That is
how fast all human creatures who have lived and died
from Adam till now would have to pass by God’s
judgment seat if mankind’s judgment day were to be
only twenty-four hours long. At that rate each one’s
eternal destiny would have to be pronounced in one
two hundred and forty thousandth of a second. Such
a pronouncement would be much too fast for a human
ear to catch. Can you imagine it?

But is such a thing taught in that much misunder-
stood book, the Bible? First, however, let us reason
together on this proposition, for God’s Word says:
““Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
Lord.”

A judgment day properly includes a trial, during
which the one on trial has a chance to answer for
himself in his own defense. God’s law given to the
Jews allowed such a chance of self-defense, as John’s
gospel, chapter seven, verse fifty-one, points out,
saying: ‘‘Doth our law judge any man before it
hear him, and know what he doeth?’’ In a small
fraction of a second no righteous trial could ever be
conducted for a human ereature and immediately
thereafter righteous sentence be pronounced. True,
‘“‘with God nothing shall be impossible’’ (Luke 1: 37);
but God is reasonable with human creatures, and the
Apostle Paul stated that God ‘‘will judge the world
in righteousness’’. It is true that Paul stated also
that God has appointed a day to do this judging. But
how long has God appointed that day to last? The
expression ‘‘day’’ in the Bible does not always mean
a twenty-four-hour period, because, for instance,
Genesis 2: 4 speaks of ‘‘the day that the Lord God
made the earth and the heavens’’; and Psalm 90: 4
says of God: ‘‘For a thousand years in thy sight are
but as yesterday when it is past.”’

The Apostle Peter, in his second epistle, chapter
three, verses seven and eight, expressly mentions ‘‘the
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men’’, and
then to forestall any wrong views as to how long that
day will be he immediately adds: ‘‘But, beloved, be
not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years
as one day.’’ A thousand years is also to be the length
of Christ Jesus’ kingdom rule over mankind, as Rev-
elation 20: 6 plainly states; and that thousand years
of his reign must be the same as the day of judgment,
for Christ Jesus will be both judge and king, as it is
written: ‘And in mercy shall the throne be estab-
lished ; and he shall sit upon it in truth . . . judging,
and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness.’”’

(Isa. 16:5) ‘“For the Father judgeth no man, but
hath committed all judgment unto the Son.”’ (John
5: 22) Though, as Jesus said, ‘‘the world seeth [him]
no more,’’ and hence he will be invisible to mankind
during the judgment period, yet his righteous judg-
ments will be made clearly manifest from heaven
toward men. His laws also shall be published through-
out all the earth through God’s faithful prophets and
servants of old, for they shall be resurrected from
the dead and become children of Christ, ‘‘the ever-
lasting Father,”’” and shall be made ‘‘princes in all
the earth’’ and thus be Christ’s visible earthly rep-
resentatives among the people.

Thus all the people, aside from the members of
Christ’s true churéh (who will then be reigning with
Jesus in heaven), will be on trial on this earth. Yet
they will be appearing before Christ’s judgment seat,
because he will turn his attention to judging them on
earth and he will plainly see them and their acts
although they do not see him. But will there be any
literal earth then? asks someone.

Most certairly! for the Revelation to John, chapter
twenty-one, verse one, says: ‘‘I saw a new heaven and
a new carth: for the first heaven and the first earth
were passed away.”” In the immediately preceding
verses of Revelation John states that the first heaven
and the first earth ‘‘fled away’’ from before Christ’s
face when he was placed upon the throne at the time
the judgment was to begin. (Rev. 20: 11-15) Not that
our literal earth of soil, rocks, mountains, hills and
valleys, rivers and oceans, actually ‘“passed away’’, or
will pass and flee away then! Psalm 78: 69 calls our
globe ‘‘the earth which he hath established for ever’’.
Also, Ecclesiastes 1: 4 is plain enough, which says:
‘‘The earth abideth for ever.”” King Solomon was not
unscientific when he wrote that; he was inspired by
God’s infallible spirit. Hundreds of years later Peter
was inspired to write: ‘‘But the heavens and the earth
which are now . .. are kept in store, reserved unto
fire against the day of judgment. . . . The earth also,
and the works that are therein, shall be burned up.”’
—2 Pet. 3: 7, 10.

Since God does not inspire contradictory teachings,
it must be that the heavens which will pass away in
fire must be the invisible heavenly governing powers,
nemely, Satan and his unseen demon organization that
now misrule and corrupt mankind, The ‘‘earth’’ to
be ‘““burned up’’ (and which surely deserves to be)
must be the present imperfeet, unjust, ungodly or-
ganization of mankind under the human governments
of earth, over all of which Satan is overlord. Zepha-
niah 3: 8 tells us that the ‘“fire’’ which shall *‘devour”’
the symbolic earth is ‘‘the fire of [God’s] jealousy’’,
in other words, ‘‘the battle of that great day of God
Almighty’’ to which battle all earthly elements and
institutions opposed to God’s incoming kingdom are
now hastening, for their destruction. In the climax
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Christ Jesus, as God’s executive servant, will bind
Satan for a thousand years, also destroying his demon
government.

And then begins mankind’s judgment. But will
they be judged according to past deeds or according to
their deeds during the thousand years of judgment
day? According to the latter deeds, answers God’s
Word. People do not need a judgment day to be con-
demned to the grave. Billions have already gone there,
and the millions alive today are surely on their way
there. But the question is, How will mankind decide
to live after their present experience with sin and
evil and after their resurrection from the dead? Will
they then turn away from sin and unto God, and
accept his provision for life through Christ’s ransom,
and determine to live worthy of life everlasting ¢ That
is just what the day of judgment will decide according
to their course of action then. As yet mankind has not
had a chance to live everlastingly on this earth. They
were born under condemnation to death. Aside from
the true followers of Christ Jesus, to whom the life-
giving benefits of Jesus’ ransom sacrifice are now ap-
plied by faith, no others of mankind have escaped
that condemnation to death. But how did all this
originate?

The Bible answers that our first father, Adam, had
a test of his obedience in the garden of Eden and
that he failed because he yielded to temptation and
broke a law of God which he was perfectly able to
keep. For his wilful disobedience the sentence of death
was executed against him. Because all this happened
before any of Adam’s offspring were born, the result
was to us as is stated in 1 Corinthians 15: 21, 22: ‘‘By
man came death. . . . In Adam all die.”” Romans
5:18, 19, reads: ‘“‘By the offence of one judgment
came upon all men to condemnation ;... by one man’s
disobedience many were made sinners.’”’ Thus the fact
that death resulted to all Adam’s children, due to
his offense and disobedience, made it possible and just
for God to ransom Adam and all mankind by the
atoning sacrifice of ‘“‘the man Christ Jesus’’. Hence
the Apostle Paul goes on to say: ‘‘Xven so by the
righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men
unto justification of life. . . . So by the obedience of
one shall many be made righteous.’’

But how could the apostle’s words come true? Bil-
lions of heathen have lived and died without ever
hearing of Christ, and hence have never had the
chance to accept the free gift of God unto justification
of life and have thus never had a chance to be made
righteous? And before Christ’s coming to earth as
a man and dying, all peoples and nations, including
the Jews, were unchristian and therefore never had a
chance to accept the free gift of God through Christ
and to be made righteous and thus worthy of everlast-
ing life on earth. And now when the larger number of
so-called ““Christian’’ elergymen pooh-pooh the teach-
ing of a ransom through Christ’s sacrifice and teach
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evolution and other unseriptural doetrines, how many
church-going people are having a true chance to accept
that same free gift unto justification of life and to be
made righteous? Are we going to insist that church-
going people today and in previous centuries also have
had a fair chance, when their church ministers go
through a lot of unscriptural forms and ceremonies
much like the heathen worship and preach politics,
sociology, modern eriticism, evolution, war, prohibi-
tion, and numerous other things which pertain to this
evil world and are not in harmony with God’s Word
nor with Christ’s teaching and example and his in-
coming kingdom ?

Does God call this a chance? Those who try to get
the people into their church systems would frighten
the people into believing so; but the whole tenor of
God’s Word is against such teaching, which misrep-
resents God and his purposes for mankind’s eternal
salvation. God’s prophet Ezekiel speaks a proverb of
the present time, saying: ‘‘The fathers have eaten
sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’’
Then God points out that this proverb shall not always
hold true regarding earth’s people. How then will this
proverb ever be nullified, and how will the people be
recovered from the death-dealing results of Adam’s
sin and be given a chanee to accept God’s free gift
through Christ and be justified to life everlasting on
earth?

The apostle’s words in 1 Corinthians 15: 21, 22
furnish us the answer: ‘‘For since by man [Adam]
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall
all be made alive.”’

Revelation 20: 11-13 clearly shows that the resur-
rection of the dead will begin with the arrival of the
judgment day and the setting up of Christ’s kingdom
over earth, Then ‘‘the books’’ will be opened, not the
books keeping a record of people’s past misdeeds, but
the books of God’s truth and law, so that the people
may know what is the truth concerning God and con-
cerning the Redeemer Jesus and what is God’s law
which must be kept in order to attain perfeet and
everlasting life on earth. Then will come the chance of
all the peoples of earth, the living and the dead, for
then Jesus will apply the merit or value of his human
sacrifice to offset Adam’s wilful sin and its penalty of
death, Then, as is stated in Isaiah 11:9, ‘‘the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the
waters cover the sea.”’ Satan will no longer be ‘‘the
prince of [the] world’’ nor ‘‘the god of [the] world
[age]”’ and as such be free to blind the minds of the
people, putting darkness for light. (John 12:31;
2 Cor. 4: 3, 4) When the wicked symbolic heavens are
destroyed in the fire of God’s jealousy, Satan will be
bound fast and imprisoned for the thousand years of
judgment day. The new heaven will be in control;
that is, the kingdom of heaven, composed of the heav-
enly ruler Christ Jesus and his glorified footstep fol.
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lowers, will have totally supplanted the old heaven.
The present evil earth, that is, the present corrupt
organization of mankind under unrighteous and op-
pressive perverted national governments, will have
been displaced by a new earth, for the prophets and
all Qod’s faithful and approved witnesses before
Christ will be awakened from their sleep in the dust
and will be made the earthly deputies of the invisible
new heaven. This is what the apostle pointed to when
he wrote: ‘‘Nevertheless we, according to his promise,
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness.”” (2 Pet. 3:13) With such
righteous heavens and earth in control the people will
indeed for the first time have a chance. *‘And another
book [will then be] opened, which is the book of life,’’
and by pursuing the approved course in harmony with
the kingdom laws they may have their names enrolled
in that book as worthy of everlasting life on earth.
Thus the coming judement day is the time when the
entire human race, exclusive of Christians, will have
the opportunity to gain eternal life on earth. That
day is very near. World facts, interpreted by Bible
prophecy, prove that Christ is even now invisibly
present and is preparing to dash to pieces the political,
financial, and religious systems and all parts of
Satan’s organization, because they have been clearly
judged by their conduct since 1914, have been weighed
in the balance and been found wanting. On the ruins
of these institutions of Satan Christ Jesus will erect
his perfect government; and that within not many
years, according to all indications. Then will begin
mankind’s trial. Then the prophecy of Jeremiah
31: 29, 30 will apply: ‘‘In those days they shall say
no more, The fathers have eaten a sour grape, and the
children’s teeth are set on edge. But every one shall die
for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the sour
grape, his teeth shall be set on edge.’”’ And, as Ezekiel
18: 3, 20 states: ‘‘As I live, saith the Lord God, ye
shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb
in Israel. The soul that sinneth, 4f shall die. The son
shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall
the father bear the iniquity of the son ; the righteous-
ness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.”’

Millions of people now living will be still alive on
earth at that time, They are the ones called ‘‘quick”’
or living in 2 Timothy 4: 1, which reads: ‘“Christ . ..
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing
and his kingdom.’’ Logically, then, by pursuing the
divinely marked course of action these millions need
never die off this earth. Speaking of world happenings
since A. D. 1914, Jesus said (and his words apply to
Christians living since that date): ‘“When ye see these
things come to pass [as prophesied], know ye that the
kingdom of God is nigh at hand.”’ (Luke 21: 31) So,
inside the lifetime of the present living generation the
Lord Jesus will put into effect for all mankind the
value of his ransom saecrifice which he laid down for
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all. (1 Tim. 2:5, 6) Hence, just as everybody has
tasted of the bad results of Adam’s sin, just so will
everybody have the chance to taste of the eternal
benefits of Christ’s sacrifice for sin. Jesus will offer
the life benefits of his redemptive sacrifice to the living
people first.

In God’s own time all the human dead, including
Adam, will come back from the grave, and in the
order that God chooses for them. So Jesus has assured
us, saying: ‘‘The hour is coming, in the which all that
are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come
forth ; they that have done good, unto the resurrection
of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resur-
rection of [judgment].”’ (John 5: 28, 29) Those who
have done good are the faithful Christians and also
God’s faithful prophets and witnesses before the
Christian era. Those who have done evil are all the
rest of mankind. As to the position of Christians with
reference to judgment then, the Apostle Paul says:
“Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the
world?’’ that is, judge all those who have done evil.
Jesus will be the chief Justice; his footstep followers,
the saints, will be his associate judges. And before this
body of heavenly judges all who have done evil shall
come forth unto the resurrection of judgment,

All people living are in a sinful condition; all the
unchristian dead will be in the same condition when
they come forth from the tomb. They will have under-
gone no moral transformation in their death state. But
Christ will not condemn them, for ‘‘God sent not his
Son into the world to condemn the world; but that
the world through him might be saved.”’ (John 3: 17)
Jesus will be the go-between or ‘‘mediator hetween
God and man’’. It is written: ‘‘Good and upright
is the Lord: therefore will he teach sinners in the
way.”’ (Ps. 25: 8) Jesus will be the great Teacher;
having bound the deceiver Satan, Jesus as God’s
prophet will teach mankind the pure truth. Only those
then refusing to learn or obey the truth will be cut off
in death: ‘‘for Moses truly said unto the fathers, A
prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you
of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in
all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. And it
shall come to pass, that every soul which will not
hear that prophet shall be destroyed from among the
people.”’ (Aects 3: 22, 23) But it is reasonable to expeet
that the great portion of the people will respond to
the wise, truthful and healthful teachings of the great
Prophet and come into harmony with God’s righteous.
ness.

Isaiah 26: 9 states: ‘““When thy judgments are in
the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn
rightcousness,’”’ something they do not do now. Even
those who have practiced evil more or less profes-
sionally will have some chance. For with the world
in general all probation does not end at death. Ezekiel
18: 20-23, speaking of the judgment day, says: ‘‘But
if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath
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committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which
is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not
die. All his transgressions that he hath committed,
they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his right-
eousness that he hath done he shall live.”’

But will there be no retribution for their wilful mis-
deeds and crimes of the present life? Yes; but the
punishment will not be eternal torment in literal fire
and brimstone. Instead, according to their wilfulness
or the measure of mental understanding that they had
they will have a harder time to clean themselves up
than will those who have tried to live honestly in this
life. Logically, more corrective stripes and much more
painful effort will be required on their part, according
to the rule laid down by Jesus in Luke 12: 47, 48.
Heartless profiteers, grafting politicians, and religious
“‘fakers’’ shall then be fully exposed. (Luke 12:2)
They may fool and defraud the pcople now, but not
then, They will then come in for their deserved
measure of public shame; some will bear their shame
everlastingly because they will refuse to reform. Dan-
jel’s propheey (12:2) reads: ‘“Many of them that
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting
contempt.’’ Will this not be hard to bear? Will it not
be ample retribution  But it should have a good effect
on such as it is still possible to rescue to righteousness.
Those so degraded as to prefer sin or not taking ad-
vantage of the Lord’s help and provision to return to
the earthly image and likeness of God will be de-
stroyed, and that for ever. (Prov. 2: 21, 22) No more
chance for such,
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Those coming into harmony with the Lord’s judg-
ments will be gradually uplifted to mental, moral and
bodily perfection as human creatures. Thus they will
enjoy what Jesus called ‘‘the resurrection of judg-
ment”’. (R. V.) Instead of learning war any more
they will turn their aggressive powers to subduing
the whole earth and transforming it into a paradise
like the garden of the Lord in Eden. They shall inherit
the earth according to God’s rule announced in Prov-
erbs 2: 21, 22: ‘‘The upright shall dwell in the land,
and the perfect shall remain in it. But the wicked shall
be cut off from the earth, and the transgressors shall
be rooted out of it.”” The upright and perfect having
faithfully passed the great and final test upon them
when Satan is loosed at the end of the thousand years,
God the supreme Judge of all will acquit them, will
justify them, and they shall be granted the right to
everlasting life in their earthly paradise.

Why then should any honest man or woman who
longs for justice and judgment and righteousness to
be set up according to God’s way look with dread to
the coming of judgment day? The inspired psalmist
David, looking down the centuries to our very day,
broke forth in these poetic words: ‘‘Let the heavens
rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar,
and the fulness thereof. Let the field be joyful, and all
that is therein: then shall all the tree of the wood
rejoice before the Liord; [Why?] for he cometh, for he
cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world
with righteousness, and the people with his truth.’”’
—Ps. 96: 11-13,

GOD’S RAINBOW COVENANT

[Fifteen-minute radio lecture]

cussed in Sunday school lessons or scrmons;

hence the majority of people know nothing
about them. According to the Scriptures, however, no
person can win everlasting life unless he has made a
covenant with God, and kept that covcnant faith-
fully as long as it exists. The importance of the
subject is apparent when we learn that God has made
sixteen different covenants with men, and that
covenants are mentioned in two hundred and seventy-
six different texts.

For over forty centuries the entire human family
have been obligated to keep one of God’s covenants.
Very few, however, realize this obligation, and so are
unwittingly violating the covenant every day. There
is no excuse for violating the covenant, as it is plainly
stated in the Bible. Sane people should realize that it
is wicked, unjust and ecruel to do the things forbidden
by the covenant, even if the Bible did not say so.
The Scriptures assure us that all violators of the

THE subject of God’s covenants is seldom dis-

covenant will be punished, whether they do so witting-
ly or unwittingly.

God has set the rainbow in the sky as a token to
remind men that the covenant exists and that he will
hold them responsible for its violation. (Gen. 9: 12-16)
In the covenant God pledges himself never to curse the
earth again, as he did with the flood, if Noah and his
descendants would pledge themseclves not to take
human life, nor the lives of animals, fish or fowl,
except under certain conditions which were plainly
stated in the covenant. (Gen. 8:21; 9: 11) The ex-
ceptions were that the lives of animals, fish and fowl
could be taken only to serve as food, and the lives of
men could be taken only in case they were murderers.
Noah’s descendants would include the entire race of
mankind.

God’s reason for making such a covenant is that
all life is a gift from Qod, and therefore a sacred
thing. Since man cannot bestow life, he has no right
to deprive any ecreature of it except as authorized to
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do so by God, who is the author of all life. The right
to debrive any creature of life belongs to God alone;
and to deprive another of this God-given gift is
presumptuous and unjust, and manifests a lack of
reverence toward God and a lack of appreciation of
one’s own gift. A moment’s reflection will convince
any intelligent person that this statement is true,

As stated in Genesis 9: 3-18, the covenant reads:
‘‘Fvery moving thing that liveth shall be meat for
you; even as the green herb have I given you all
things. But flesh with the life thereof, which is the
blood thereof, shall ye not eat.’”’ Thus seen, God gave
man the right to eat flesh for food, but he must not
eat the blood, The life prineiple is in the blood ; and
since life i3 a sacred gift, man must not eat the blood.
Later God stated the same principle in his law given
to the nation of Israel, as follows: ‘‘Whatsoever
man . .. hunteth and catcheth any beast or fowl that
may be eaten ; he shall even pour out the blood thercof,
and cover it with dust ... : whosoever eateth it shall
be cut off.”’ (Lev. 17:13, 14) Thus seen, the penalty
for eating the blood of those animals which were slain
for food was death.

Verses 5 and 6 of Genesis 9 continue the account of
the covenant as follows: ‘‘And surely your blood of
your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast
will I require it, and at the hand of man. ... Whoso
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed ;
for in the image of God made he man.’’ This mecans
that if man should kill animals, birds or fish for any
other purpose than for food, these would become
man’s enemy and would prey upon man and destroy
his life. It further means that men would have the
right to take the life of a murderer as a punishment
for the crime,

It is a violation of the covenant to kill animals for
sport or pleasure, or to eat the blood of these. It is a
violation to assassinate another person; to kill people
in war; to conscript men into the army and compel
them to kill others; to foree the prices of food so high
that the poor die of hunger; to devitalize or adulterate
or poison food, so that premature decath results.
Parents have violated the covenant by offering their
sons and daughters as human sacrifices; millions of
men, women and children have been cast to lions,
burned at the stake, crucified, dipped in boiling oil,
and left to rot and die in dungeons or in exile on
rocky islands and in penal colonies, in the name of
patriotism, and in the name of religion.

In God’s sight these crimes were simply murders,
and violations of the rainbow covenant, because in-
nocent blood was shed. The rainbow appearing in the
sky is a warning that the covenant is still in operation,
for it was an ‘‘everlasting covenant’’, and for ‘‘per-
petual generations”, and made between God and
‘‘gvery living creature of all flesh’’.—Gen. 9: 12-17.

Since millions of people break the covenant every
day, God is no longer bound to refrain from sending
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another curse on the earth, and the Seriptures assure
us that he will do so. The covenant was made with
‘‘every living creature of all flesh’’, and authorized
men to take the life of a murderer. Such taking of
life must, of course, be in accordance with the instrue-
tion plainly set forth by Jehovah. To do this upon
doubtful or false testimony would be a violation of
the covenant.

The law of Moses, which was God’s law, appointed
an executioner for these individual murderers, and
this executioner was called ‘‘an avenger of blood’’.
But man-made laws do not recognize that those killed
in wars, in the name of patriotism, and in the name
of religion, are murdered, and hence make no pro-
vision to ‘‘avenge’’ their blood. Under the terms of
the rainbow covenant all these deaths are murders.
The blood shed was innocent blood, and must be
‘“avenged’’,

Now the question is, How and when are these mur-
ders to be ‘‘avenged’’? The answer is that they will be
avenged by another curse which will sweep the whole
earth with the besom of destruetion. God has ap-
pointed another ‘‘avenger of blood’’, or ‘‘revenger of
blood’’, in the person of Jesus Christ, who will avenge
all the innocent blood that has been shed upon the
earth. This work of ‘‘avenging’’ the ‘‘blood of the
innocents’’ will oceur during the ‘‘battle of Armaged-
don’’, which lies just ahead of us.

God promised not to curse the earth again if men
would keep the ‘‘everlasting covenant’’, But they have
broken the covenant millions of times, and the curse
must come. Armageddon is that curse, and it will
punish all those who have shed innocent blood. It is
God’s purpose to lay the guilt of innocent blood upon
the generation now living, even as the ‘“‘righteous
blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of right-
eous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias’’ came upon
the generation living in Jesus’ day.—Matt. 23: 34, 35.

In Romans 13: 4 the apostle mentions ‘‘the minister
of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that
doeth evil”’, In Revelation 6: 9, 10 we read: ‘‘I saw
under the altar the souls of them that were slain for
the word of God, and for the testimony which they
held: and they cried with a loud voice, saying, How
long O Lord, . .. dost thou not . . . avenge our blood
on them that dwell on the earth?’’ The answer was
that ‘they should rest yet for a little scason, until
their fellowservants also and their brethren, should be
killed as they were’. The time of resting or waiting
mentioned in this text is over. ‘‘The day of ven-
geance,’’ that is, the time when God will avenge the
innocent blood which has been shed in the name of
patriotism and in the name of religion, is just at the
door,

The ‘*battle of Armageddon’’ is to be another curss
on the earth, and is to come because the people have
broken ‘‘the everlasting covenant’’ and transgressed
God’s laws,
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In Isaiah 24:5, 6, we read: ‘‘The earth also is
defiled under the inhabitants thereof; . . . they have
transgressed the laws, . . . broken the everlasting
covenant. Therefore hath the curse devoured the
earth.”’ In Psalm 94: 21 we read: ‘‘They gather them-
selves together against the soul of the righteous, and
condemn the innocent blood.”’ Also, in Psalm 106:
37, 38, it is stated: ‘“They sacrificed their sons and
their daughters unto devils, and shed snnocent blood.”’
Still again, in Isaiah 59: 7 we read: ‘‘Their feet run
to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood.”’
In Proverbs 6: 16, 17, we are told that the Lord hates
a ‘‘lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood’’.

Those men who, using conscription and sedition
laws, have forced other men to untimely deaths; and
those men and women who have sacrificed their sons
and daughters to death in religious rites, or who have
forced others to death in religious persecutions; and
also those men who have hoarded foodstuffs, while
millions die in hunger, are guilty of shedding inno-
cent blood. In Psalm 9: 12 Jesus as God’s avenger is
mentioned in these words: ‘“When he maketh inquisi-
tion for blood, he remembereth them; he forgetteth
not the ery of the humble.”’ And again, in Isaiah 26:
21 we read: ‘‘Behold, the Lord cometh out of hig
place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their
iniquity; the earth also shall disclose her blood, and
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shall no more cover her slain.”” This means that it
will be disclosed that millions of innocent people have
been murdered. The blood of those who were killed in
the name of patriotism and of religion has been
‘covered’ in the sense that people have been taught
that these died for their country or in some so-called
‘“holy war’’, and that therefore their death had divine
approval.

Because of the shedding of innocent blood there is
to be ‘a time of trouble such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall
be’. (Matt. 24: 21) The innocent ones have protested,
only to be slain as seditionists and traitors,

God has noted all these violations of his covenant.
He has faithfully set his bow in the sky, as a warning
and as a reminder. The guilty ones have no excuse,
and the foretold curse will soon devour the earth.
Jehovah’s official ‘‘avenger of blood’’ has already
taken his power, and will soon ‘execute vengeance on
the nations and punishments on the people’. This
punishment is not to be another flood, however, but
a ‘‘great tribulation’’, which will be a well deserved
punishment upon all those who have been guilty of
depriving their fellow men of the gift which God gave
them, namely, the privilege of living, and of enjoying
life in liberty and happiness.

LETTERS

AN OUTSTANDING EVENT

My pEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD,

Through your kindness in having early copies of Light sent
to me, I have now réad both books. After reading Book One I
could not refrain from telling you by cable of my feelings of
gratitude and appreciation. The reading of the first book filled
me with wonder and astonishment at the marvelous things which
Jehovah was doing for his people by this means. Now Book
Two adds to these things and confirms the whole interpretation,

This publication of Light is manifestly an outsta.ding event
in the history of the church of God upon earth, and therefore
in God’s organization Zion. It is grand to be able to watch
Jehovah’s movements at this time, to see him conducting his
affairs and bringing them to a conclusion, The psalmist said,
¢¢Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain, whereby thou didst
confirm thine inheritance, when it was weary.’”” The Lord’s
people at this time are not weary, but this publication bring-
ing the message of Revelation is surely a shower of blessing
confirming God’s inheritance. It seems impossible to think of
anything that can be more confirmatory, and therefore more
strengthening to God’s people on earth. It fixes things; it
confirms all we have been taught, and it discloses as far as is
possible what is yet to be. In days past the use of chronology
was confirmatory to an extent, but as we do not now use the
landmarks of chronology, it has seemed to some that the time
of waiting for the kingdom is prolonged. This gift to the
Lord’s people is stronger confirmation than chronological
deductions could ever be,

As it is impossible that this unfolding could be other than
& gift of Jehovah God to his people, it gives the scnse of
comfort and of security.

If I say, dear Brother Rutherford, that I congratulate you,
it is in this, that the Lord has found in you the ready means
to his hand. Your constant desire to seek the honor of his
name, and your labors to that end, are being honored of him,
Jehovah said long ago, ‘¢ They that honour me, I will honour.’’
I pray the Lord’s blessing on you that he may thus continually
use you, and to the end.

Apart from that which is direct explanation of the symbols
and pictures of Revelation, passages which are filled with value,
there are those which are a delight to read. There is great
pleasure as well as profit in such a portion as that headed
¢¢GLORY’’, beginning page 224 of Book Two. Unquestionably
the church of God - :ll rejoice in this gracious thing that he
has given them, and their prayers will ascend for his continued
blessing upon you and upon all to whom the word shall come.

With love in the Lord, I am

Your brother and servant,
J. HEMERY, London.

“THANK GOD”
Dear BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

It is but one more small voice added to the many that
have no doubt reached your ears since Light has been placed
in the hands of the remnant. But I wanted you to know that
I thank God from the bottom of my heart for this great
illumination that has come to us from Jehovah. It was so
like the Lord to send it when needed, although unexpected,
and as a sweet surprise. I am studying Light diligently and
have received much encouragement to fight on straight for
the mark.

Then, too, I have just finished the September 15 Watch
Tower, on ‘‘The Man of Sin’’. This is further light and
warning in this evil day, I have long been impressed that
the most dangerous person abroad is one who has the truth but
who, having been overreached by the Devil, upsets others.
This fact has often saddened me, as seemingly fine saints
have been upset by such, But now it is clear that the ‘‘man
of sin’’ is to be revealed for the purpose of permitting all
but the true remmnant to be deceived. Surely we are living
in a ‘grand and awful time’.

I pray for you daily while rejoicing greatly in Jehovah
and in serving with others in ‘singing forth the honor of
his name’,

With much love,
H. L. PUILBRICK, Mass.
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Atlantic, Iowa r 17  Oshkosh, Wis. » 29,30

J. C. WATT
Billings, Mont. ........ Nov, 18 I'ablo, Mont. ...
Reedpoint, Mont. ...... " 19  Hamilton, Mont.
Deer Lodge, Mont. " 21-23  Pocatello, Idaho ... " 28,29

GEORGE YOUNG
Oct 20-Nov. 1 Arlington, Kans, ..Nov.18,
Nov, 3  Wichita, Kans. ”IR

Topeka, Kans.

Randolph, Kans.

Jamestown, Kans. 4,6 Iola, Kans. .......

Abilene, Kans, » 7-9 Garrett, Kans. . "
Salina, Kans. ... ” 10  OQttawa, Kans. » 28
Russell, Kans, ... » 11,12  Hilltop, Kans. . ” 28
Hutchinson, Kans., .. ” 14,15 Parsons, Kans. v 28,29

(Continued from page $£2)

SERVICE CONVENTIONS
(In each instance class strvice director’s name and address appear.,)

Dubuque, Iowa Dec. 5-7
L. O. Hillyard, 1504 Ienion St.
East St. Louis, Il Dec. 12-14

A. H. Tyler, 428 N. 224 St.

I.B.S.A. Berean Bible Studies

by means of

e WATCH TOWER

¢¢Stand Firm?’
Issue of October 1, 1980

Week beginning December 7 . . . . . T 117
Week beginning December 14 . . . . . § 1838
¢¢A Wine Vineyard’’

Issue of October 15, 1930
Week beginning December 21 . . . . . § 120
YWeck beginning December 28 . . . . . T 2143




