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“I soill stand upon m? watch asd will set my foo
upon the Tower, and will watch to sea what He 1oil
say unto me, and what answer I shall make to them
that oppose me’—Habakkuk 8:1.
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Vpon the earth distress of mations, with perplexity; the sed and the waves roaring; men's hearts falling them for fear, and for
looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. ... When these things
begin to come to pass, then knmow that the Kingdom of (iod is at hund, Look up, and lift up your heads; for your redémption
draweth nigh.—Luke 21;206-33; Matthew 24:33; Mark 13:29.



THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of aiding the
people to understand Jehovah’s purposes. It provides
systematic Bible study in which all its readers may regu-

larly engage, It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
reports thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadecasting.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed \ord of
Truth, It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as the
fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It
is free from parties, sects and creeds of men. It does not as-
sume 8 dogmatic attitude, but confidently invites a careful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
Word, of God. It does not indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalities,

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the Logos
became a man; that ho is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and in earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life a
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as the
redemptive price for man,

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been selecting from amongst men the members of his chureh,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose
of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes the ‘‘seed of Abraham’’ through which all families of
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE HOPE OF THE PEOPLES of earth is resto-
ration to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that
the reign of Christ will afford opportunity to every man to
have a fair trial for life, and those who obey will live on earth
for ever in a state of happiness.
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ADVERTISING WATCHTOWER CHAIN PROGRAM

To send the Sunday morning chain program to much of
the most densely populated area of the country a large sum
of money is being spent continually by the Society. The hour’s
program is now broadcast over a chain of thirty stations, in-
cluding

Bangor, Me. .......WLDZ
Boston WLOI

New York
Norfolk ...

WMCA
WTAR

Charlotte - .. WBT  Paterson ... WODA
Chicago ..... WCIrL Philadelphia ....... wiIp
Cleveland .. ... WIHK Pittsburgh .. . KQV
Columbus .. WCAIL Providence WLSI
Evansville . . WGBP Raleigh ... WPTE
Fort Wayne .... WOWO St. Joseph ....... KFEQ
Hamilton, Ont. CKOC Schenectady ..... WGY
Harrisburg ........ WIIP  Scranton ........ WGBL
Hopkinsville ... WFIW Sioux Falls ....... KS0O
Indianapolis ... WKBI" Syracuse ........ WEBL
Lincoln ... KKAD Washington ... WMAL
Muscating ....... KTNT Wheeling ....... WWVA
New York ... WBBR Youngstown ... WKDN

Reports of field workers indicate an intense and steadily
growing interest among listeners. During the chain program,
announcement is made regularly that further information in
printed form ‘‘will be offered by a representative from The
Watch Tower who will call at your home’’. As a result, work-
ers find that many who have heard the program are eagerly
waiting for the books.

On the other hand, millions of people in the area now served
by this broadeasting DO NOT KNOW that there is such a
program on the air. The most effective advertisement is the
personal invitation. This ean be given constantly by cach
field worker in a definite manner by use of the radio slip.
Mere mention of the program when canvassing is good, of
course, but uncertain, for the spoken word is soon forgolten.

The radio slip is an attractive folder, printed in two colors,
It contains a list of the stations on one side and, on the other
side, a brief description and illustration of the books. These
slips are supplied by the Society at one dollar a thousand.
They are for free distribution to every home by each worker
while engaged in the house-to-house service.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Pursuant to the provision of law and the charter
of the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, the
annual business meeting of tlie said Society will
be held at Pittsburgh, North Side (formerly
Allegheny), Pennsylvania, at 2309 Perrysville
Avenue, at 10 o’clock a.m. Friday, October 31,
1930, at which the usual snnual business will be
transacted.
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STAND FIRM

“And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should belicve a lie: that they all might
be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.’’—2 Thess. 2: 11, 12.

‘the workers of lawlessness’. That judgment,
written long centuries ago, will be understood
and appreciated in advance of its exceution by those
of the chosen ‘‘servant’’ class, and by that class alone.
To that chosen class Jehovah says: ‘‘Behold, the
former things are come to pass, and new things do
I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them.”’
(Isa. 42:9) Surely one of the reasons why the Lord
tells the chosen ones of these approaching things con-
cerning judgments is that they might be forewarned
and ‘keep themselves in the love of God’. (Jude 21)
Jehovah has also written his judgment concerning
the faithful ones. He has laid down the rules by
which the faithful are to be identified, and the terms
and conditions they must meet, and he has left to
Jesus the work of determining who meets or measurcs
up to those requirements. (John 5:22; 2 Cor. 5:10)
One of these fixed rules is that those who partake of
the great salvation do so ‘through the sanctification
of the spirit and a belief of the truth’. Others who
have received the truth, and who have reccived not
the love of the truth, will be swept away by a strong
delusion and upon such the judgment is adverse.
To be forewarned, therefore, better equips the rem-
nant to stand firm against all assaults of the enemy.
God has graciously made this provision for them.
2In a preceding issue of The Watch Tower the
proof is submitted showing that the ‘‘man of sin’’
is not the papal system, but is the ‘“‘evil servant”’,
So important is this matter to the church at this
very time that it is deemed both proper and necessary
to make some further observations from the Serip-
tures bearing upon the question, to the end that the
chosen ones may be better equipped for the severe
test. There can be no doubt that the remnant must
preach the gospel of the kingdom during a time of
great opposition from the enemy. This opposition
will continue until the work is done. Referring to
that same time Jesus said: ‘‘ And many false prophets
shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because inig-
uity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.

JEHOVAH has pronounced his judgment against

But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall
be saved.”’—Matt. 24:11-13.

8 There are two important things concerning whieh
the remnant dare not permit themselves to be de-
ceived, to wit: (1) The coming of the Lord Jesus to
his temple; and (2) their ‘‘gathering together unto
him’’. Before the latter is an accomplished faect or
completed there must come a falling away and the
““man of sin’’ be disclosed. A great test upon the
remnant may be expected to follow.

REBELLION

*+ It is well settled from the Seriptures and from the
facts that approximately A.D. 1875 marks the time
when Christ Jesus began to ‘prepare the way before
the Lord’ and a part of this work, at least, consisted
in doing the work foreshadowed by the Prophet
Elijah, that is to say, the restoring of the fundamental
truths to the called ones. Until that restoration work
was completed there would be nothing from which
to fall away. That restoration work was accomplished
by 1914, approximately, when God sct his beloved
One upon his throne. Neither the papacy nor the
protestant system of religion could possibly be in-
cluded in the class ‘‘falling away’’, because the funda-
mental truths were never restored to them. The word
‘‘apostasy’’, appearing in some of the translations,
docs not convey the meaning as fully and strongly as
it really is. The word ‘rebellion’ secms much more
appropriate, and one of the translators thus renders
the text: ‘“‘Except the revolt come first.”” (Rother-
ham) Lucifer rebelled against God’s organization
centuries ago, and the coming of the ‘‘man of sin”
shall be ‘‘aceording to an inworking of Satan’. It
therefore means a rebellion against God and his or-
ganization. The words of Paul locate that rcbellion
“‘in the latter times’’, or ‘‘last days’’, where we now
arc. (1 Tim. 4:1-3) Furthermore, the statement,
‘‘Exeept the revolt come first”” and ‘‘that man of sin
be revealed’’, proves that the ‘““man of sin’’ is made
up of or composed of those who fall away or rcbel
against God and his organization.

® All men are sinners by mnature ; thercfore the use of
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the term ‘‘man of sin’’ must refer to something more
than ordinary sin and for which the blood of Christ
does not make atonement. Hence it is a sin unto
death (1 John 5:16) ; the sin against the holy spirit
(Matt. 12: 31, 32) ; the sin not openly manifest at the
beginning, but coming to the surface afterward
(1 Tim. 5:22, 24, 25); a sin of respecting the persons
of leaders (Jas. 2:9); and otherwise designated ‘‘the
greater sin’’ (John 19:11); the sin forbidding the
speaking of God’s message now and to the Gentile
nations (1 Thess. 2:16); a sin committed by those
once enlightened and who draw back unto perdition.
(Heb. 10:39) This last seripture shows that there
could be no worse sinners than those who were once
enlightened and called and who responded to the
call for the kingdom and then draw back and rebel
against God and his kingdom. Such constitute the
Judas class. The word ‘‘Judas’’ is from the same
root as ‘‘Judah’’, and means ‘‘praise unto God’’.
Judas first sang praises unto Jehovah and then drew
back and put himself in opposition to God, and he was
thereafter called ‘‘the son of perdition’’, and likewise
is the ‘‘man of sin’’ named.

OPPOSERS

¢ Understanding that the ‘‘day of Christ’’ began
when Jesus came to the temple of God, in 1918, it
appears that the rebellion must precede that day.
The beginning of the falling away or rebellion against
God’s organization would also mark the beginning of
the diselosure of the ‘‘man of sin’’, even though none
of God’s children then on carth understood the mat-
ter. The Revelation which God gave to Jesus Christ
to show to his ‘“‘servant’’ began to be disclosed par-
ticularly from 1914 forward, but none of God’s chil-
dren on earth had an understanding thereof for fifteen
years or more thereafter. They did see the evidence
of things coming to pass which mark a fulfilment of
Revelation, but they did not disecern the meaning
thereof. Likewise the faithful have for some years
seen the manifestation of lawlessness and now begin
to discern the meaning of the term the ‘“man of sin’’,

" When 1914 arrived there were those in the then
present truth who were looking for the kingdom of
God to be set up and that they themselves would be
made prominent in that kingdom. They confidently
expected to be suddenly taken into the kingdom in
1914. That year passed and the sclfish ones were dis-
appointed and said: ‘‘My Lord delayeth his coming.”’
The ‘rebellion’, or ‘‘falling away’’, began there and
reached a culminating point in 1917. Thercafter the
Lord Jesus began ‘to gather together unto himself’
all those whom he found faithful, and these he in-
vited to enter into his joy, and he increased their
opportunities for serviece. Those who fell away then
and since have rebelled against God’s organization
and opposed the world-wide witness serviee to the
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name of Jehovah and concerning his vengeance against
Satan’s organization. They have not been content to
remain inactive, but have busied themselves in open
opposition to the work being done in obedience to
God’s commandments.

8 Relating to that time Paul under inspiration
wrote: ‘‘“Who opposcth [that is, opposeth God] and
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that
is worshipped.”” When the Lord came to his temple
and chose the approved ones he set before them the
great door of opportunity to preach ‘this gospel of
the kingdom to all the nations’. The faithful were
eager to obey that, and did obey that commandment.
Many who had onee been enlightened and walked
with them now became open opposers. As it was in
Paul’s day, even so like conditions existed after the
Lord came to his temple. ‘‘For a great and effeetive
door has been opened to me; yet there are many op-
posers.’”” (1 Cor, 16:9, Diaglott) It has been quite
difficult for some whosc faith has not been so strong
to withstand the opposition. Others, with greater
faith, have grown stronger with the opposition warring
against them,

® The ‘‘man of sin’’ by his eourse of action ‘‘op-
poseth and exalteth himself on high against every one
called God’’. (Rotherham) This he does by putting
himself above what God’s commandments require.
He puts himself above Jesus Christ and exempts him-
self from being God’s witness. Jesus was and is the
Faithful and True Witness of Jehovah, and he has
committed a portion of the testimony to his faithful
followers and commands them to go forth and give
a witness. The opposers sct themselves up above Je-
sus Christ, refuse to obey the commandments and to
bear the reproaches that came upon Jesus. They re-
fuse to be ‘‘subject unto the higher powers’’, to wit,
Jehovah and Jesus and the inspired apostles who set
forth the commandments to God’s people; and claim
that ‘‘the higher powers’’ has reference to the govern-
ments of Satan’s world. They are thus deceived and
deceive themselves.—Matt. 10:24; Rom, 13:1.

10 Refusing to obey the Lord, those composing the
““man of sin’’ attempt justification of themselves for
their course of action and take credit to themselves,
and also claim self-beautification in so-called ‘‘charac-
ter development’’ rather than the vindication of God's
name, and they engage in ereature worship and in
self-admiration. (1 Cor, 4:6) They speak wickedly
against God’s children of the covenant and make
themselves judges of God’s law, and thus are in op-
position to God and all that is ealled God.—Ps. 50: 20 ;
Jas. 4:11,

11 God’s people are called by his name. (Jer. 15:16;
Rev. 3:12; John 10:34-36) The anointed sons of
God stand as his representatives because to them has
been committed the testimony of Jesus Christ which
they are commanded to tell. If these are doing the

4
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work God has commanded them to do, then those who
oppose that work and the workers are opposing God
and that which is called by God’s name. Such opposi-
tion is manifested by the ‘‘evil servant’’. (DMatt.
24:48-51; Luke 12:45,46) He is ‘‘a foolish shep-
herd’’, an ‘‘idol shepherd, that leaveth the flock’’.
(Zech, 11:15-17) He idolizes himself and other crea-
tures and leaves God and Christ in the background
of his vision and forsakes the work which God has
commanded his people to do.

12 All features of God’s law through Moses were
matters of devotion to God. Whatsoever God has
constituted for his purpose should have respect be-
cause it is God’s instrument. God has selected those
that go to make up his temple and has anointed them
and has sent them forth to do his service. To oppose
that work and the service thereof is to oppose God.
For this reason he caused to be written: ‘‘Touch not
mine anointed, and do my prophets [witnesses] no
harm.”” (Ps. 105:15) To take away from God’s Word
or add thereto is surely an ofiense against that which
is worshiped. These opposers set up the ‘‘command-
ments of men, that turn from the truth’’, and they
obey not God. ‘‘They profess that they know God;
but in works they deny him, being abominable, and
disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.’’
—Titus 1:14, 16.

13480 that he [the man of sin] as a god [mighty
one] scats himself in the temple of God.’ This he docs
by assuming to teach and to represent CGtod and to
judge eontrary to God’s Word, and henece acts out of
order, is lawless, and is therefore gathered out from
those who are for the kingdom.—DMatt. 13:41,42;
John 8:2; 19:13.

“HIS TIME”

12 God sent forth the holy spirit to act for and in
behalf of all his sons who had responded to the call
for the kingdom and during the absence of Jesus from
the earth. During all that period of time the mystery
of iniquity or lawlessness was at work, Satan was
breeding and nourishing that lawlessness, and had it
not been for the restraining power of the holy spirit
the ““man of sin’’ would have been manifested much
sooner. It must be revealed in his due time.

13 With the coming of the Lord to his temple there
was no further nced for the administration of the holy
spirit as a comforter, helper or advocate. The Lilijah
work was done and the administration of the holy
spirit in the capacity of helper and advocate was
finished. The due time for the ‘“wicked’’ to ‘‘he re-
vealed’’ was after the beginning of the lisha work
of the church. Those who had formed the ‘““man of
sin’’ once had the spirit of the Elijah work, but they
no longer have it. They did not receive the double
portion of the spirit of Elijah that wag to come and
did come upon those represented by Elisha, and hence
they have refused to do the Elisha work and go even
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further in open opposition to it. The spirit of God
no longer hinders the Devil, who brings forth the law-
less ‘““man of sin’’, and he is revealed and begins his
opposition to God and his work,

ACCORDING TO SATAN’

6 It is written that the ‘“man of sin’’ is ‘““after the
working of Satan’’, ‘‘That one [wicked one] whose
arrival is due to Satan’s activity.”’ (Moffatt) ‘* Whose
coming is according to the encrgy of the Adversary.”’
(Diaglott) ‘“Whose ecoming is aceording to the work-
ing of Satan.” (R. V.) ‘“Whose presence shall be
according to an inworking of Satan.’’ (Rotherham)
(2 Thess. 2:9) These various translations further
prove that the ‘““man of sin’’ carries out Satan’s
scheme of opposing the work of God.

17 Satan having been east out of heaven and to the
carth and being no longer restrained by the. opera-
tion of the holy spirit, this shield to the called ones is
taken away and Satan enters into the wicked one as
he did into Judas. (John 13:27) ‘‘That wicked one,”’
or ‘‘that man of sin”’, does not have the ‘‘spirit of
. . . power, and of love, and of a sound mind’’ that
procceds from God (2 Tim. 1:7); but he has the
enemy’s power. Satan uses all his power against the
remnant ; hence, says Paul, ‘‘ [He works] with all pow-
er [his power] and signs and lying wonders’’; and by
these he deceives many. Such seck to cause division
among God’s faithful witnesses, and in so doing they
employ Satan’s methods: ‘“For they that are such
serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly
[selfish interests] ; and by good words and fair speech-
es deceive the hearts of the simple.”’” (Rom. 16: 16-18)
The Lord’s people are warned against such and are
plainly told to avoid them. They often plant them-
selves in close proximity to the Lord’s faithful rem-
nant and by cmploying soft words and deeeption
attempt to draw the faithful away from their work
and devotion to (od’s organization. The Lord through
the apostle warns his witnesses to avoid such because
they are deadly encmies working with slyness and
subtlety, like unto Satan.

WHY DECEIVED

18 It scems quite clear that those composing that
company, or the ‘‘“man of sin’’, are first deceived and
then used as an instrument of deception. Their own
sclfish motive laid them open to the assaults and de-
ceptions of Satan. They accepted the truth and fed
upon it, but with a selfish desire for some personal
profit. The truth they received during the period of
the Elijah work of the church, and their love for it
was for what it might bring to them personally. Un-
doubtedly they had the truth; otherwise they could
not have fallen away.

1* But they fell away ‘‘because they received not
the love of the truth, that they might be saved’’. With-
out a question of doubt, 2 mere knowledee of the truth
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is not sufficient to save anyone. There must be a joy-
ful obedience to the truth. The Devil surely knows
much of the truth, It is written: ‘‘Devils also believe,
and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that
faith without works is dead ?’’ (Jas. 2:19, 20) Devils
are extremely selfish and take advantage of the truth
to accomplish their wicked purposes. Anyone who re-
ceives the truth for a selfish purpose and thus holds
it lays himself open to the arts of the enemy.

20 During the Elijah period of the church many
made a covenant of consecration with the Lord and
said in substance: ‘I have consecrated for the king-
dom, and I expect to be taken to heaven and reign
with Christ and help him rule the world; I am devel-
oping a character like that of the Lord so that God
will use me in the kingdom.” Such were looking for
whatever they might get in the way of a high posi-
tion and honor rather than to magnify Jehovah and
the honor of his name. The kingdom interests were
committed to them and they did not unselfishly use
the opportunity to further those intcrests. They
loved themselves, and loved the truth that they had
received because it was good for themselves, and they
expected to receive a great reward ; but they ““reeeived
not the love of the truth’’. They were in line for the
kingdom because they had responded to the call ; but
they had not the love of the truth, and when the test
came they were easily offended against God and will-
ing to work contrary to his commandments, and they
were deceived, and the Lord sent forth his angels and
gathered them out of the kingdom.—Matt. 13: 41, 42,

21 The heart is the scat of motive, otherwise called
the seat of love. When one aceepts the call for the
kingdom by responding to the call the issue is then
life or death with such a one. It is written: ‘‘Keep
thy heart with all diligence; for out of it arc the
issues of life.”” (Prov. 4:23) God has not called any
to the kingdom merely to get them into heaven, but
he has called them that they might show forth his
praises. If the called ones are chiefly concerned about
their own sclfish interests and are not devoted to God
they open themselves to the assaults of the Devil and
easily fall. No one can be saved and taken into the
kingdom who has not received the love of the truth.
Recciving the truth and failing to use it to the honor
of the Lord leads to perdition.

OTHERS DECEIVED

22 Some who speak evilly of the work of the Lord
which is being carried on by the Socicty and who
slander their brethren without a cause have the
brazenness to attend the Memorial of the Lord’s death
and partake of the emblems with those whom they
have sought and are secking to destroy. Surely they
have not received the love of the truth; otherwise
they would not take such a course.

%3 The spirit of God produces a fruit which is called
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love. ““The fruit of the spirit is love.”” (Gal. 5:22)
Sclfishness is the very opposite of love and makes
manifest the works of the flesh, and no one who holds
a knowledge of the truth in sclfishness ean inherit
the kingdom of God. (Gal. 5:19-21) The truth re-
ceived into a good and honest heart engenders or
develops unselfishness, which is love, and ‘brings forth
fruit with patience’. (Luke 8:15) 1t must therefore
follow that if one has not a good and honest heart,
which means a pure and unselfish motive, the truth
could not have developed in him thz fruit of the spirit,
which is love. He therefore does not reccive the love
of the truth.

2 Those who reecive the truth and reecive also the
love of the truth, and who hold that love of the
truth, have the fruit of the spirit. Such prove their
love for God, the Author of all truth, by gladly keep-
ing his commandments. There is no other way to
prove one’s love for God. ‘‘For this is the love of
God, that we keep his commandments; and his com-
mandments are not burdensome.”’—1 John 5:3,
Diaglott.

% Since 1918 the judgment has been on, and it is
positively and plainly written that those who love
God will have boldness in proclaiming the truth in
that time; and it follows that those who oppose the
proclamation of the message of truth have not the
love of God and not the love of the truth. (1 John
4:17,18) The proper appreciation of the truth pro-
duces unselfishness in the heart that is honest toward
God, and that child of God is anxious to tell others of
the truth, that the name of God may be honored. But
if one reccives the truth and holds it selfishly and
looks to what he can obtain thereby for himself, he
has not the love of the truth and he will not abide
the day of the examination, the day of the coming
of the Lord to his temple. In this connection Jesus
said: ‘‘No man, when he hath lighted a candle, cov-
crcth it with a vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but
setteth it on a candlestick, that they which enter in
may sce the light. For nothing is seceret that shall
not be made manifest; neither any thing hid that
shall not be known and come abroad. Take heed
therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him
shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him
shall be taken even that whieh he scemeth to have.”’
—Luke 8:16-18.

26 The light of the truth is from God, and one who
receives it desires it to shine out from him that he
might have a part in giving honor to God’s holy name.
One receiving the truth and holding it selfishly, when
the Lord comes to his temple he takes away everything
from the sclfish one and gives it to the unselfish one.
—Matt. 25: 28, 29,

27 The reports show that in the United States less
than half of those who partake of the Memorial avail
themselves of opportunities of service by bearing the
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fruits of the kingdom to others. Doubtless some are
physieally ineapacitated or otherwise unavoidably
hindered from actively engaging in the service, and,
if so, surely the Lord will take that into considera-
tion and judge them accordingly. Surcly there must
be a large number of the inactive ones, however, who
could have some part in bearing the fruits of the
kingdom if they really desired to do so.

28 Jesus has laid down the rule that only those who
bring forth the fruits of the kingdom as they have
opportunity can be of the kingdom. This rule is so
plainly and emphatically stated that there eannot be
any doubt about it. (Matt. 21:43) God’s command-
ments that specifically apply at the present time are:
‘This gospel of the kingdom must be preached as a
witness; ye are my witnesses that I am God; declare
the day of the vengeance of our God; proclaim his
doings among the people; make mention that his
name is exalted.’” (Matt. 24:14; Isa, 43:10-12; 61:1-6;
12:4) Those who love God will keep his command-
ments. (John 14:21) If they have not received the
love of the truth but are continuing to hold a knowl-
edge of the truth in selfishness or even indifferently,
what is the prospect for such? Do they not put them-
sclves into position to be deceived and led away by the
sin of the wicked onc? (2 Pet. 3:17) If so, it appears
that there may still be a further separating work to

be acecomplished in order that the approved ones may.

be made manifest. It is certain that everything that
can be shaken will be shaken and that those who hold
the truth in selfishness and thus continue to do so
will be shaken out in order that those ‘‘which cannot
be shaken may remain’’.—Heb. 12:27.

20 Tn Revelation 3:18-20 the Lord gave warning to
the lukewarm and indifferent ones, which evidently
is done to give such an opportunity to awaken and to
avail themselves of joyful service for the Lord. Like-
wise through his prophet God gave warning and en-
couragement to those who would awaken themsclves
to their privileges to ccase from their selfishness and
delight themselves in the service of the Lord. (Isa.
58:8-14) They failing to heed such warning, it would
seem certain that such would fall into the deeeptions
practiced by the wicked one and thus become a part
of the ““man of sin’’.

DELUSION

80 ¢ And for this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie.”” (2 Thess.
2:11) Other translations of this text read, ‘‘an en-
ergy of delusion.”’ (Diaglott) ‘‘An inworking of
error.”’ (Rotherham) ¢‘ A working of error.”” (4.R.V.)
Says the apostle: ‘‘ For this cause God shall send them
strong delusion.”” For what cause? Manifestly be-
cause they have not received the love of the trauth and
are therefore open to the deeceptions practiced by the
enemy and ready to believe the lie, which is anti-
kingdom. God is not responsible for the organization
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of error, but by casting Satan out of heaven and by
taking away the administration of the holy spirit as
a helper and advoeate and letting Satan at them he
sends them ‘‘a working of error’’ or ‘‘energy of de-
lusion’” and the great deceiver enters into them. The
reason assigned, being ‘‘for this eause’’, completely
exonerates Jehovah from being a party to the decep-
tion. Jehovah gave them the truth and they received
it but did not reecive the love of it and did not show
their love for him, and therefore they put themselves
in a position to believe the lie and have pleasure in
unrighteousness. They not only refuse to be for the
kingdom and the witnesses thereof, but openly and
violently oppose those who do attempt to do God'’s
work.

3t Now the great issue is: Jehovah God, the Su-
preme One; the day of Jehovah and his Christ; the
kingdom of heaven is herc; and the day of the ven-
geance of our God must be declared ; the truth must
be told coneerning the enemy and his organization,
and a testimony must be given to the supremacy and
honor of God and his holy name. It is the time for
the vindieation of God’s name. The testimony -of this
God gave to his beloved One. To the anointed rem-
nant on earth there has been committed a work of de-
livering this testimony, and those who love God will
now keep his commandments and give the testimony
regardless of all opposition. (Rev. 12:17) Sueh is the
great work that must now be done and which was
foreshadowed by Elisha. Those having the spirit of
Elisha now joyfully engage in that work. Such is
the work which the Society is now doing by the grace
of God. Therefore those who have once received the
truth and then oppose or attempt to hinder that work
believe Satan’s lie and take pleasure in that unright-
eousness. That lie is anti-God and anti-kingdom, and
all who are not for God and for Christ and the king-
dom arc against God and the kingdom and Christ.

®2 By means of the lie the ‘“man of sin’’ gathers

with Satan’s forces against God’s kingdom at the bat-
tle of Armageddon. (Zech. 14:1,2) Laboring under
that energy of delusion those who compose the ‘‘man
of sin’’ are led into a course of action which furnishes
the basis for God’s judgment upon them as unworthy
of life and worthy of perdition, and hence such are
designated ‘“the son of perdition”’. This judgment
must preeede the general judgment of mankind. Sinee
judgment begins at the house of God and the ‘‘man
of sin’’ assumes to represent God, and thercby scats
himself in the temple, he must have judgment fully
pronounced upon him. ‘‘And if the righteous searce-
ly be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner
[the man of sin] appear? And if it [judgment] first
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey
not the gospel of God’’ but who have pleasure in un-
righteousness to oppose the presence and the proe-
lamation of that kingdom? (1 Pet. 4:17,18) Those
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who have the love of the truth never rejoice in un-
righteousness, because ‘love rejoices not in unright-
eousness ; it rejoices in the truth’—1 Cor. 13:6.

STAND FIRM

3 The ‘‘evil servant’’ class now oppose the Society
and those who go to make up God'’s little remnant,
and are desperately trying to turn these workers away
from the activity of the service of the Lord. The weak
and double-minded will be deceived. The faithful will
not be deceived. It is certain that only those who have
the love of the truth will be in the kingdom, and it
is by obedience to God’s commandments that we prove
our love. Therefore if for a selfish reason one now is
persuaded to forsake the service of the Lord and the
giving of the witness for the kingdom it is certain that
he eould not be reccived into the kingdom. This would
be particularly true if one quit the Lord’s service
merely to engage in some worldly or selfish enter-
prise when he was not compelled to do so to support
a dependent one.

8 Those who are now standing and who will con-
tinue to stand will ‘‘offer an offering unto the Lord
in righteousness’’ and take delight therein, because
that is the very purpose of the Lord’s purging the
sons of Levi upon coming to the temple, (Mal. 3:1-3)
That means that they will delight to continue to-
gether to praise God and sing forth the honor of his
name in obedience to his commandments. (Isa. 12:4;
1 Pet. 2:9) They have been instructed in righteous-
ness and have taken their stand on the side of Jehovah
and are joyfully obeying him. To such the apostle
says: ““So then, brethren, stand firm, and retain the
instructions you were taught, whether by our word
or letter.”’—2 Thess, 2: 15, Diaglott.

85 There are today several companies of those who
claim to be in the truth but none of which fully agree
upon their doctrines nor stand together in harmony.
The only thing they do agree upon is their opposition
to the Society and the kingdom work. They once
received the truth, but, whatever truth they reccived
or have, they do not have the love of the truth, and
they have not the works that accompany the love of
the truth. They have not the love of the truth which
the truth when held in righteousness always develops.
Their advice and speech is not only unsound, but
deceptive and misleading. Let no one be deceived by
them. No one will be deceived who has the love of
the truth and who delights to sing forth the praises
of Jehovah’s name.
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% The remnant may expeet to be opposed to the
very end, because the enemy will use every instru-
ment within his power to destroy them. (Rev. 12:17)
His most effective instrument is the “man of sin”’.
Remember now the words of Jesus: ‘‘But he that
shall endure unto the end . .. shall be saved.”’—
Matt. 24:13.

37 The instructions that the Lord’s people have been
taught by his Word are sure and complete. Hold fast
thereto and stand firm in the Lord; resist the wicked
one and he will flee from you.

%8 The best way to resist that wicked one is to per-
sistently and joyfully continue actively in the serviee
and sing forth the praises of Jehovah’s name, pro-
claiming his doings to the people, and thus maintain
your integrity with him and keep yourselves in the
love of God!

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

T 1, 2. To whom is Isaiah 42: 9 addressed? llow is Jehovah
now fulfilling this scriptuve? Why at this time?

T 3. Concerning what two particular things does the apostle
warn against being deceived?

T 4, 5. Show that the ‘‘falling away’’ could not take place
prior to 1914, Prove that the term ‘‘man of sin’’ refers
to something more than ordinary sin.

T 6, 7. How do both facts and scriptures make clear the time
and the nature of the ‘‘falling away’’ here foretold?

T 8. Point out how differently the two classes regarded the
door of opportunity opened when the Lord came to his
temple.

T 9, 10. Describe the opposition and self-exaltation by the
‘“man of sin’’, referred to in verse 4,

T 11-13. ‘He, as God, seats himself in the temple of God, ex-
hibiting himself as being a God.” How is this fulfilled?

T 14, 15, What is the significance of the expression, ‘‘that he
might be revealed in his time’’$

T 16, 17, Apply verse 9 of this chapter.

{ 18-20. Explain the ¢‘falling away’’ as to its being the re-
sult of ‘not having received the love of the truth’.

7 21. According to the Scriptures, the call to the kingdom is
for what purpose?

T 22, 23, What is the fruit of the spirit? How does it find
expression?

T 24-26. Just what does it mean to ‘receive the love of the
truth’¢

9 27, 28. Describe the present situation which seems to indicate
a further separating work among those who have been in
line for the kingdom,

T 29. What is the importance of an understanding and appre-
ciation of the Lord’s warning to o lukewarm class at
this time?

T 30-32. What is that ‘“strong delusion’’ mentioned in verse
11? What is the ‘“lie’’ there referred to? How does God
send the delusion? Iow does it operate that by reason
thereof ‘‘they should believe a lie’’% The ‘‘lie’’ lcads
to what course of action? What is the significance here
of the term ‘‘the son of perdition’’{

T 33-35. In what particular munner does the ‘‘evil servant’’
class now oppose the kingdoms$

9 36-38. What is the only safe course for those to take who
would be of the faithful remnant?

bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringcth

How BEAUTIFUL upon the mountains are the fect of him that

good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith

unto Zion, Thy God rcigneth! Thy vatchmen shall lift up the voice;

with the voice together shall they sing: for they sholl scc cye to eye,

when Jehovah shall bring again Zion. Break forth into joy, sing

together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for Jehovah hath comforted
his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem.—Isaiah,



FRIENDSHIP OF THE WORLD ENMITY WITH GOD

[Thirty-minute radio lecture]

O BE the friend of the great Jehovah God is

I the greatest privilege accorded to either men

or angels. Likewise, the greatest calamity that

can befall any intelligent ereature is to have Jehovah

count him as an enemy, To be the enemy of God one

must be either wittingly or unwittingly opposed to
his work or to his people.

There are millions of people on earth who do not
want to be God’s enemies, yet are unwittingly such
because they are associated and cooperating with
those who are opposing and trying to hinder God and
his work. The great mass of heathen peoples of earth
are sinners in God’s sight, but are not wilfully op-
posing him or his work, for the reason that they
lmow nothing about God and the great work he is
doing in the earth.

The Bible indicates that there is one thing, more
than all else, that will secparate people from the friend-
ship of God and make them his enemies, and that one
thing is called ‘‘the world’’. Over and over again Je-
sus admonished his followers to separate themsclves
from the world, to have no fellowship with it, and
to come out from it. He told them that, while they
were in the world, they were not to be a part of it.

The Christian who hobnobs with the world to any
extent is likened to a woman who is an adulteress,
for the reason that the thing which- the Bible calls
‘““the world’’ is a great institution organized by Sa-
tan for the purpose of opposing God, his work, and
his people. The name ‘‘adulteress’’ most aptly de-
seribes those who have vowed to take the Lord as their
Head and “‘bridegroom’’ and then desert him and
unite with Satan as their head and ‘‘bridegroom’’.

The Lord requires faithfulness to their vows on
the part of all who desire his friendship and love.
Hence we find the Bible replete with warnings such
as, ‘Ye cannot serve two masters’ and ‘‘Ye cannot
drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils:
ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the
table of devils’’.

The Apostle James (chapter 4, verse4) says:‘‘Know
ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with
God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the
world is the enemy of God.”” In chapter 1, verse 27,
the same apostle admonishes those who desire God's
friendship to ‘keep themseclves unspotted from the
world’. And in 1 John 2: 15, the beloved apostle adds:
“‘Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him.’’ It follows, therefore, that the
matter of greatest importance to the one who loves
the Lord and desires to retain his friendship is to
know exactly what is meant by the oft-repeated phrase
““the world’’, ‘‘this world,”” or ‘‘this present evil
world’’,

Among Christian people there are two ways of in-
terpreting the phrase ‘‘the world”’. Some think that
these words refer to the earth, and when they read
texts that speak of the ‘‘end of the world”’ they in-
stinetively think of the destruction of the earth. This
is manifestly wrong, for if the word ‘‘world’’ means
“‘carth’’, then ‘‘the friendship of the world’’ would
mean ‘‘the friendship of the earth’’, and ‘“the wisdom
of this world”” would mean ‘‘the wisdom of the
earth’’, all of which is nonsense. Besides, the Bible
tells us that ‘‘the earth abideth for ever’’.—FEecl. 1: 4.

Other Christian people interpret the words ‘‘the
world”’ as having reference to the wicked, immoral
and vicious people of earth. This is especially the view
of clergymen, evangelists and missionaries, and when
they read Jesus’ words urging his people to ‘come out
from the world’, and the words of the apostles which
enjoin them to ‘‘love not the world’’ and to ‘keep
yourself unspotted from the world’, they assume that
they merely mean to hold aloof from or to separate
themselves from the vicious class of people, which
includes murderers, thieves, liars, adulterers and
others.

That this view is incorrect is amply proven by the
fact that Jesus himself was the friend of publicans,
sinners and harlots. Indeed, this was the very charge
that the ultra-moral Pharisees brought against Jesus.
(Matt. 11:19; Luke 7:39) They called him a ‘‘wine-
bibber’’ beeause he drank a little wine when he chose
to do so. They called him the friend of publicans,
sinners and harlots, because his great magnanimous
heart went out in sympathy to the outcast elements
of society, and he preached to them of a coming king-
dom, which message filled their hearts with hope and
joy. Jesus realized that the hypoeritical system which
was fostered by those Pharisces had made them out-
casts.

The Pharisees, who were the religious leaders of
that day, boasted of their morality, their superiority
to and their aloofness from the ‘‘common herd’’. They
refused to enter the Roman judgment hall lest they
should be defiled. (John 18:28) With stinging sar-
casm Jesus reproved them for their elaim to superior-
ity on the basis of being more moral than others,
saying, ‘‘The publicans and the harlots go into the
kingdom of God before you.”’—Matt. 21:31.

Thus it is evident that the words ‘‘the world”’
do not refer to the outcasts of society, and when Je-
sus said, ‘Come out of the world,’ he did not mean to
scparate oneself from these, nor to ostracize them, as
is the custom of Christian people today.

Other texts also show unmistakably that the words
‘“the world’’ have no reference to the vicious classes
just mentioned. For instance, the Bible mentions
‘“‘the kingdoms of this world”’, and ‘a sin that hath no
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forgiveness, either in this world, or in the world
to come’; it also mentions ‘‘the foundation of the
world”’. Surely none of these texts refer to the erim-
inally inelined. The words ‘‘the world’’, therefore,
must contain a far deeper significance than that or-
dinarily given to them, and every honest person who
loves the Lord and desires to be his friend should be
interested in knowing just what the phrase meauns.

What, then, is meant by ‘‘the world’’? and how
does a ““love’’ of the world and a ‘‘friendship’’ with
the world make one the enemy of God?

To get a proper understanding of the word ‘‘world”’
it is helpful to remember that the Bible calls atten-
tion to three worlds, all of which are right here on
the earth. These three worlds cover three different
periods of time. The first world covers the period
from the time Adam sinned until the flood in Noah's
day, approximately 1,654 years. Peter mentions this
world and its destruction, in 2 Peter 3: 6, as follows:
‘“Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed
with water, perished.’” In verse 5 he tells us that the
world before the flood was made up of a ‘‘heavens’’
and an ‘‘earth’’, which means that there were two
parts to that world, namely, a heavenly or invisible
part and an earthly or visible part. Anyone can
readily see that the earth itsclf did not perish; hence
the word ‘‘world’’ cannot mean the earth.

All lexicons define the word ‘‘world’’ to mean
‘‘arrangement’’, Thus we can see that before the
flood there was existing an arrangement, or, better
still, an ““organization’’, having two parts, namely, an
invisible part called ‘“heavens’’, and a visible part
called ‘“earth’’, The Bible further reveals that God
destroyed this organization of two parts because it
was wicked and corrupt and because it opposed the
work of Jchovah God and spread unrighteousness and
sin abroad in the carth.

The great master mind who built up this organiza-
tion was Satan, and his one and only purpose was
to oppose God and rightcousness. He sueceeded so
well that of conditions in the carth at the time of the
flood we read as follows: ‘‘The sons of God saw the
daughters of men that they were fair; and they took
them wives of all which they chose. There were giants
in the earth in those days; and also after that, when
the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men,
and they bare children to them.’’ This simply means
that Satan led some of the angels of heaven, here
called ‘“the sons of God'’, to leave their heavenly abode
and materialize by taking human bodies, and then to
choose out for themsclves the fairest ones of the
daughters of men to be their wives. This intermar-
riage of angels and humans was sin in God’s sight.
The offspring of this union of angels and humans
were giants who were wicked and eruel and domi-
neercd over men and led the whole race into sin and
vice, and on this account God destroyed that world
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and bound those wicked angels until the judgment
day.

The apostle mentions this destruetion and binding,
in 2 Peter 2:4,5, as follows: ‘“God spared not the
angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved
unto judgment, and spared not the old world, but
saved Noah, the eighth person, a preacher of right-
cousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the
ungodly.”” Ah yes, the world before the flood was
not the carth, but ““the world of the ungodly’. In
other words, it was a wicked, corrupt organization
of Satan, made up of both angels and men for the
avowed purpose of bringing into the carth an un-
righteous condition, contrary to the divine arrange-
ment. Doubtless it took Satan many eenturies to per-
feet this organization, and it was at the time when
Satan thought he had it perfeeted that God interfered
and destroyed it.

In Genesis 6:5-9 Jehovah has given us a brief but
very explieit deseription of conditions existing before
the flood. It reads: ‘“And God saw that the wicked-
ness of man was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil eontinually, But Noah found grace in the cyes
of the Lord. Noah was a just man, and perfeet in
his generations.”’ This means that Noah and his
family were the only ones on earth that had not in-
termarried with the angelic stock. Noah was perfect
in his genealogy, that is, he was pure Adamic stock.
Therefore God destroyed Satan’s organization and all
who were affiliated with it, and saved Noah and his
family, and through these started the race again after
the flood. Thus we are assured that all the peoples
of earth are deseendants of Adam through Noah. The
hybrid raec produced by the angels was everlastingly
destroyed in the flood.

With these faets in mind, it is possible to under-
stand what is meant by the word ‘‘world’’. It means
an organization of both angels and men under the
control and leadership of Satan. The invisible part,
consisting of Satan and angels, is called ‘‘heavens’’;
and the visible part, consisting of men organized to-
gcther into political, finaneial and religious bodies,
is called ““carth’’. This heavenly and earthly organi-
zation of Satan was organized for the one and only
purpose of circulating and popularizing false and
slanderous teachings about God and his Word of
truth, to spread unrighteousness, corruption, viee,
lawlessness, oppression, eruelty, graft, dishonesty and
hypoerisy in the earth, and to persecute the people
of God who arc in the earth.

After God destroyed the first organization of Sa-
tan in the flood, Satan immediately began to form
another organization of angels and men for the very
same purpose, namely, to foster sin and unrighteous-
ness in the ecarth and to slander and misrepresent



Ocroner 1, 1830

God. It took him many centuries to perfect this or-
ganization, and, according to the Bible, he had per-
fected it about the year 1914, and there God began
to destroy this second organization of Satan, called,
in the Bible, ‘‘this present evil world.”” This second
devilish ““world’’ covers the period of time from the
flood until the second advent of the Lord, until Je-
sus took his power and began his reign and began
ouster proceedings against Satan. Jesus and the
apostles lived about midway between the beginning
and the end of this period.

Let us now note some of the texts which refer to
this second satanic world. Jesus said: ‘‘The prince
of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.”’ (John
14:30) Again, he said: ‘“The prince of this world
is judged.’”’ (John 16:11) Paul said: ‘‘The God of
this world hath blinded the minds of them which be-
lieve not.’”’ (2 Cor. 4:4) John says: ‘The whole
world lieth in the wicked one.’ (1 John 5:19) Again,
John says: ‘‘The world passeth away.’’ (1 John 2:17)
In Galatians 1:4 Paul calls it ‘‘this present evil
world”’. Thus with united voice Paul, Peter and
Jesus tell us that Satan is the ruler, the god, the lead-
er and controller of this second evil world.

This second organization of Satan has both a visible
and an invisible part. The invisible part consists of
‘Satan and his angels’, mentioned by Jesus, in Mat-
thew 25: 41, and by John, in Revelation 12: 7-9. These
wicked angels under the leadership of Satan, while
not permitted to materialize, are permitted to obsess
men and women who will yield their wills to their
control. Jesus found many people possessed of devils,
or demons, in the earth in his day. These are referred
to as ‘lying spirits’, ‘wicked spirits,’ ‘‘seducing
spirits,’” and ‘‘devils’’. Under Satan’s leadership
and control these wicked, lying spirits are in our day
maneuvering under the names of spiritism, mesmer-
ism, hypnotism and kindred cults, for the purpose of
deceiving the people about death and the resurrection,
both of which are so prominently mentioned in the
Bible. They try to palm themselves off as the spirits
of dead humans, and thus to perpetuate the lie uttered
by Satan in Eden, when he said to mother Eve: ‘God
doth know that ye shall not surely die.” Their pur-
pose is to make people believe that death s not death,
but really a gateway into a higher and better life.
Should they succeed in making the people believe this,
then they will succeed in proving God a liar and the
Bible untrue; because God said to Adam, ‘‘Thou
shalt surely die,”’ and the Bible says, ‘‘The dead
know not anything.’’ (Eecel. 9:5) This is just what
Satan desires to do, and it is for this purpose that he
has organized the wicked angels; namely, that he may,
through them, deceive mankind by misrepresenting
God and the Bible. They constitute the ‘‘heavens’’
of this second evil world.

But Satan has a visible part to the second world,
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called ‘“earth’’, The earth, or the visible part, is made
up of organizations of men, who, under the control
of Satan, are trying to fill the earth with unrighteous-
ness, graft, deception, fraud, hypoerisy, oppression,
tyranny, and trying to slander God by teaching false-
hoods about him. Get the point now. Satan is work-
ing through organtzations of men, and not so much
through individuals. The very word ‘‘world’’ means
‘‘organization’’ or ‘‘arrangement’’. We get this
thought also in the words used by Satan when he
tempted Jesus. See Matthew 4:8,9, which reads:
‘‘ Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding
high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of
the world.’’ This certainly refers to political kingdoms,
and not to individuals. Then Satan said: ‘‘ All these
things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and wor-
ship me.”’

Thus we can see that all the political organizations
of men are of Satan. And it is through these that
wars are fomented; that graft, corruption, bribery
and oppression fill the earth. It is the great financial
organizations that force poverty and dire distress
with high rents, high taxes and high cost of living on
the people. It is through the great religious organiza-
tions that the doctrines of ‘‘eternal torment’’, ‘‘trin-
ity’’ and ‘the divine right of kings and clergy’ are
foisted on the people. Thus God is misrepresented
and slandered.

God has decreed that this great organization called
‘“‘the world’’ shall come to an end, and many times
do the Scriptures speak of the ‘‘end of the world’’,
which does not refer to the end of the earth, but to
the end of the wicked, unrighteous, oppressive organ-
ization of Satan.

Since Satan organized the ‘‘world’’ in order to
oppose God, and since he is the avowed enemy of God,
then it follows that all who in any degree aid Satan
or his organization, or even have sympathy with these,
are the enemies of God, because they are lined up
with the great enemy who is opposing, misrepresenting
and slandering God.

Those who wish to be on the Lord’s side should
‘come out of the world’, Their future eternal life
depends upon their taking their stand for the Lord,
for his truth and for righteousness, for it is written:
‘“Ye cannot serve God and mammon’’; ‘Ye cannot
eat at the table of the Lord and of the table of devils.’

The apostle says: ‘‘The wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God.”” (1 Cor. 3:19) This means
that the wisest schemes and plans of men are foolish
because they do not take God into consideration. It
means that no plan or scheme of man can possibly
bring any blessings to the race. Speaking to those who
desire to please God, the apostle advises to ‘‘keep
himself unspotted from the world’’. What does this
mean? It means that if one who is a Christian takes
any part in the graft, oppression and unrighteousness
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of the world (the Devil’s organization) he defiles him-
self and unfits himself for the Master’s use. He takes
his stand against God and for the Devil.

Now we are prepared to understand what the apos-
tle meant when he said, ‘‘The friendship of the world
is enmity with God’’; and when he said, ‘‘Love not
the world, neither the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the love of the father is
not in him,”’

We feel sure that all good men will be glad when
Satan’s wicked government will be destroyed; when
sin and unrighteousness, poverty and oppression,
graft, corruption and bribery, as well as all slanders
against God and misrepresentations of his truth, will
come to an end. Thank God the ‘‘end of the world”’
has come. Christ has already taken his power and
has begun ouster proccedings against Satan. The
work will soon be completed, and Satan will be hound
for a thousand years in order that he may deceive the
nations no more till the thousand years are ended.
(Rev. 20:2,3) The people are soon to be completely
delivered from the power of Satan and his wicked
government, consisting of wicked angels and wicked
men,

It is because Satan’s seecond ‘‘world’’ is to be de-
stroyed that the Seriptures tell us of another ‘‘world
to come’’ and that it is a righteous world and that
Christ shall be the Ruler and Leader of the people,
while Satan will be bound. This ‘‘world to come’’
consists of a ‘‘heavens’ and an ‘‘earth’. This means
that it will be represented by Christ aixd the holy
angels in heaven, who will be invisible to men, and
by holy men on carth, who will be visible to mankind.
The visible representatives will be those holy men
mentioned in the book of Hebrews, chapter 11, and
who will be ‘‘made princes in all the earth’’, (Ps.
45:16) Their names inelude Abel, Enoch, Moses,
Abraham, Isaac and all the prophets, and others.

After reciting in vivid langunage the destruction of
the evil ‘‘heavens and earth’’, which Satan organized,
the apostle exclaims in triumphant tones: ‘‘Neverthe-
less we, according to his promise, look for new heav-
ens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
—2 Pet. 3:13.
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Every good man will rejoice in the knowledge of
the kingdom of God. As one reads of the eorruption
in the political, finanecial and even the religious world,
in the columns of the daily press, one becomes heart-
sick and longs for a righteous kingdom and its bless-
ings. The repeated failures of Satan’s wicked, corrupt
government in its efforts to establish peace, rightcous-
ness and justice in the earth, and to end profiteering,
oppression, wars and lawlessness, is indisputable proof
that we can expeet no relief from this quarter, and
that the only hope is in the kingdom of God, the
““world to come, whercin dwelleth righteousness’’.
All honest men acknowledge the failurec of human
efforts, but the majority know not which way to turn
nor what to do. Like drowning men they are grasp-
ing at the straws held out to them by the proposed
League of Nations, the World Court, disarmament
conferences, prohibition and other ‘‘vain imagine-
tions”’ of men.

The people have not yet learned that their only
hope of blessings is in ‘‘the world to ecome’’. This
world to come is the kingdom of God, for which Jesus
taught us to pray, saying: ‘When thou prayest say,
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is done in heaven.’

That kingdom is now being set up in the ecarth.
““The world to come’’ is now here. The deliverance of
the people from the power of Satan’s organization,
called ‘‘this present evil world’’, will soon be an aec-
complished fact. The Lord is taking control of carth’s
affairs just when the need is greatest and when the
outlook is most gloomy, Millions of books and book-
lets announcing the fact that a new world is at hand
are being placed in the hands of the people at cost
price, and the same message is being broadeast over
many radio stations.

It is now especially true that a Christian, who is
aware of these facts, should not love the world or have
friendship with it, for by so doing he takes his stand
against the Lord and in favor of perpetuating the
government of Satan, which is doomed to everlasting
destruction.

IN THAT DAY shall this song be sung in the land of Judah:
We have a strong city;
Salvation will God appoint for walls

and bulwarks.
Open ye the gates,

That the righteous nation which keepeth

the truth may enter in.

Thou wilt Ecep him in perfect peace
Whose mind s stayed on thee:
Because he trusteth in thee.

Trust ye in Jehovah for ever:

For in the Lord JEHOVAH

18 everlasting strength!
—Isniah.



MILLIONS OF PRISONERS TO HEAR THE GOSPEL

{Fifteen-minute radio lecture}

HE words “‘prison’’ and ‘‘prisoners’’ are found
I many times in the Bible. In many instances
‘‘prison’’ refers to the literal prison, with bars,
doors and walls. In several texts the word ‘‘prison-
ers’’ does not refer to literal prisoners, but to a class
of people who are in bondage, under a restraint ; that
is, they are deprived of their liberty to think and act
as they would like to do, and to do those things which
their conscience tells them is right. Their condition
of bondage, restraint and deprivation of just rights
and libertics is imposed upon them by that wicked
creature called ‘‘the Devil, and Satan’’, who uses
men as his instruments in this wicked work. Such
people are called ‘‘prisoners’’ because they are in
bondage to tradition, superstition, fear of man, and
fear of loss of good name and business, Many of these
people are ereed-bound and fear lest they be called
‘“‘unorthodox’’.

In Proverbs 29:25, we read: ‘‘The fear of man
bringeth a snare.”’ The word ‘‘snare’’ means ‘‘to put
a noose around the neek’’. The picture is that of a
master leading a slave, his prisoner. Millions of peo-
ple are afraid of publie opinion, publie criticism or
public eensure. Such people are captives, prisoners.
Ofttimes such a prison experience is much more gall-
ing than to be in a literal prison. It is pitiful to see
people afraid to use that liberty of opinion and ex-
pression which is the God-given right of every man
and woman on carth. Anyone who holds such an un-
warranted control of another’s rights and liberties
is a wicked person, and interfering with the divine
arrangement ; he is the enemy of God and man, of
truth and righteousness.

True Christians are ecalled God’s prisoners, and
Jesus tnvites them to take his yoke upon themselves,
and promises them his watcheare, proteetion and love
and that all things shall work together for their good.
He says to them, ‘‘My yoke is easy, and my burden
is light.”” Satan’s prisoners are taken captive by him
against their will ; their captivity is not for their bless-
ing, but for their injury; it is a tyrannical bondage.
They have his noose about their neck, and are held
in bondage by slavish fear or dread of offending some
man or woman, or breaking some established law or
custom, or being out of style or saying something eon-
trary to some established erced. This is a devilish
bondage.

The time is soon to come when everybody will be
delivered from such bondage, and it will be the gospel
of Jesus Christ that will sct them free. In other words,
it will be the truth that will free these prisoners.
Speaking to true Christians, the apostle says: ‘In
meckness instruet those who oppose themselves, that
they may recover themselves from the snare of the
devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.’

(2 Tim. 2:26) In Psalm 91:38, we are fold that true
Christians shall be delivered from the snare of the
fowler. The fowler here mentioned is Satan. Again,
in Psalm 140:1-5, we read: ‘‘Deliver me, O Lord,
from the evil man; preserve me from the violent
man; which imagine mischiefs in their heart: . ..
they have sharpenced their tongues like a serpent;
adders’ poison is under their lips. . .. The proud
have hid a snare for me, and cords: they have spread
a net by the way side: they have set gins for me.””

God has an organization on earth, made up of men
and women who love the Lord and are trying to serve
him. Satan has an organization on carth, made up
of men and women who profess to serve the Lord
but who are really serving the Devil. Satan’s organi-
zation claims to be God’s organization, and persecutes
those who are actually members of God’s organization.
Satan’s organization sails under the high-sounding
name of ‘‘Christendom’’, It boasts of a membership
of over 500,000,000 persons. Its members are in bond-
age to creeds, customs, rites and ceremonies ; they dare
not disown these or criticize or expose them. To do
so would bring down on their heads taunts, reproach-
es, disfellowship and perseeution. Many thousands of
the Lord’s people are held in these denominations as
prisoners, afraid to express their disapproval of the
creeds, methods and customs of the organization.
These are very unhappy; they love the Lord, and
would desire to see his name honored, and his truth
preached without the use of formalism, ceremonies,
creedal bondage and the collection box, yet they dare
not take their stand; so they remain in the prisons,
against their sense of justice and right. They have
Satan’s noose about their neck ; they are his prisoners.

This great prison house, called ‘‘Christendom’’ by
men, and called ‘‘Babylon’’ (which means confusion)
by God, is mentioned in Revelation 18:4, and the
Lord says: ‘‘Come out of her, my people.”” God pur-
poses to destroy great Babylon, and all of the Lord’s
people who remain therein will share her plagues.
Many thousands of the Lord’s pcople have heard the
voice of the Lord and come out. These do not fear
the anathemas of men or devils; they do not fear to
lose their good name or reputation; they are not
afraid of sneers, reproaches or persecutions. They
come out into the glorious liberty of the sons of God.

Those who remain in Babylon because of fear or
doubt are the prisoners; they are conscious of their
false position as well as the shams and lies of Babylon,
but lack the eourage of their convictions. They sigh
and ery and mourn for all the abominations which
they see in Christendom, yet dare not shake off the
yoke of the Devil and take the yoke of the Lord.
There are more of this kind of prisoners in Babylon
than of all the prisoners held in real jails and peni-
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tentiaries throughout all the earth. God loves these
prisoners; he pities them; he sees their honest desire
to serve him; he understands their fears, and has
purposed to deliver them from their prison, but first
he will punish them for their lack of faith and courage.

In Revelation 7:9-15 we are shown a great multi-
tade, whom no man can number, who must come
through great tribulation and wash their robes and
make them white in the blood of the Lamb. These
are the prisoners. They made a covenant with the
Lord by sacrifice, which means that they must die,
as must all of those who win a place in heaven, Hence
it is proper to say that they were ‘‘appointed to die’’.

In Psalm 79:11 we read of these prisoners as fol-
lows: ‘‘Let the sighing of the prisoner come before
thee; according to the greatness of thy power pre-
serve thou those that are appointed to die.”” Also, in
Psalm 102:19-21, we read: ‘‘For he hath looked down
from the height of his sanctuary; from heaven did
the Lord behold the earth ; to hear the groaning of the
prisoner ; to loose those that are appointed to death.”

God purposes to destroy Satan’s organization and
to bind Satan for a thousand years. That is how he
will deliver the prisoners; and what a deliverance it
will be! Free from the power and dominion of Satan;
free from fear of men ; free from the domineering in-
fluence, jeers, taunts and persecutions of professing
Christians ; free to serve the living God with reverence
and godly fear. This freedom is called ‘‘the glori-
ous liberty of the sons of God’’.

After having joined Satan’s organization, the pco-
ple are told that it is dishonorable and disgraceful to
separate from it; that to do so means disloyalty to
God. They are threatened with reproach, social ostra-
cism and persecution in this life, and eternal torment
in the life to come. Every one of these claims is false,
yet there are thousands of people who fear the anath-
emas and reproaches of the ‘‘best people in the
community’’, and remain in bondage, while their own
conseciences and sense of justice and right are con-
tinually outraged. These will remain prisoners until
God liberates them by destroying the prison.

But what a punishment they will have while they
remain therein! Their consecicnece will be troubling
them all the time; they will fear to lose their good
name and standing if they come out, and fear the
Lord’s disapproval if they stay in. Their life will be
one of continual anxiety and torment. Upon the true
followers of the Lord rests the responsibility of telling
these prisoners that the Lord is soon to destroy the
prison and fully deliver them. They cannot be loyal
to the Lord and neglect to give this message. In
Isaiah 61:1,2, we read: ‘‘The spirit of Jechovah is
upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to
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preach . . . the opening of the prison to them that
are bound . . ., and the day of vengeance of our
God.”” If professed Christians fail to deliver this mes-
sage they will lose their place in the kingdom,

Preaching to those in prison the good news of the
destruction of Satan’s organization and of the de-
liverance of the prisoners will inspire the more
courageous to take their stand for the Lord and come
out of the prison; and it will plant a hope in the
hearts of the less courageous ones and prepare them
to take their stand for the Lord at some future and
now not far distant time. Their tribulation will con-
tinue, however, until they cry unto the Lord for de-
liverance. Psalm 142:3-7 foretells this ery for help:
““When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then
thou knewest my path: in the way wherein I walked
have they privily laid a snare for me. . . . I cried
unto thee, O Lord: . .. Attend unto my cry; for 1
am brought very low: deliver me from my persecu-
tors; for they are stronger than I. Bring my soul
out of prison, that I may praise thy name.”’

Those who are thus warning these prisoners of their
danger are called the Lord’s ‘‘watchmen’’. In Ize-
kiel 33:6 we read: ‘‘If the watchman see the sword
come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be
not warned ; if the sword come, and take any person
from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity;
but his blood will I require at the watchman’s hand.”’
This means that if the Lord’s true saints fail to tell
the prisoners of their danger and of the destruetion
of the Devil’s organization, they will be held respon-
sible and punished for their failure to do so.

Therefore we warn those who profess to be Chris-
tians that they should take their stand against those
institutions of earth that are full of shams, hypoe-
risies and lies, and those institutions which teach the
false doctrines of eternal torment, trinity, human im-
mortality, and evolution, and take their stand un-
equivocally on the Lord’s side, because the hour is
come when these institutions are to be destroyed.

If any of the Lord’s people lack the courage to thus
take a stand for the Lord, they are laying up in store
for themselves a terrible tribulation, in the near fu-
ture, which will punish them for their lack of faith
and confidence in the Lord and for their love of man
and the cstecem of their fellow men, Sueh as have not
the courage to take this stand are of the prisoners,
in captivity in earth’s greatest prison house, Their
wisest course is to take their stand for the Lord and
“‘come out of her’’, If they do this they will have
the Lord’s blessing and approval now, and a glorious
place in his future kingdom, and a share in the work
of that kingdom.
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GRATITUDE TO JEHOVAH
My DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:
The first thing I must mention is Ltght. I have mow had
my copy of Book One for a week, Two days ago I felt the
desire to tell you of my pleasure and joy. I concluded to

send you & cable, which I did. After reading it during the.

week-end I could find no better illustration of my feelings
than Danijel’s record of his after he had received his revela-
tion: wonder and astonishment and gratitude to Jehovah, the
Giver of all good, crowded on me, I felt I could do no other
than congratulate you on being the ready instrument for our
great God and the Lord in this thing.

Light is of course, and of necessity, the greatest of all
evidences that Jehovah is doing his foretold work through
the Society, and that therefore it is his instrument at this
time. One can see now why the Lord let us go on in the way
and then showed us that we had been doing & work already
pictured in his purpose. Also this revelation has made it
appear that some such thing was certain, so as to give to his
faithful servants just that which would eause them to serve
to the end.

Book Twp came this morning, and I have not had time to
do more- than dip into it. After the assurance of Book One
there was naturally confidence that Book Two would continue
the same conclusive evidence, It does, and despite all that
we know of the goodness of God, still wonder and astonish-
ment are present.

The marshalling of the facts is great; one is led on with
a swing, and the presentation of things familiar now fitted
into their proper place makes the heart rejoice. The Lord
has indeed blessed you in your desire to honor and magnify
his name. And he will continue to do so,

With much love, I am your brother and your servant in
the Lord,

J. HEMERY, London,

STRENGTH, COMFORT, ENCOURAGEMENT

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

I have finished reading the Light books. I feel that,the
message they contain is the most wonderful and thrilling
that. has ever come to mortal man! These books, together
with Prophecy, are & source of strength, comfort, and .en-
couragement to me, and I am sure they will greatly strengthen
the Lord’s people and increase their joy. I appreciate very
much your labor of love in behalf of Jehovah, our present
King, and his people. I am glad that I am privileged to see
‘‘gye to eye’’ with the Lord’s people at thia time when he
is ¢‘building up Zion’’.

As a result of the light that is now shining upon the temple
clags, no doubt the Lord’s people will be closely knit to-
gether and will speedily accomplish the work that Jehovah
has for them to do.

I gratefully acknowledge the joy and blessedness which
has ¢ome from the Lord through you and the dear brethren
at headquarters,

Yours in the service of our glorious King,
EpwarD EDINGER, Iowa:

APPRECIATION

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERYORD:

We, the undersigned, having been brought together.in this
city by reason of being engaged in the Lord’s service, being
assembled for the purpose of fellowship and to give expres-
sion to our heavenly Father of our appreciation of all his
blessings manifested towards us in so many ways and the
watcheare and loving provision that he has made for his people,
do also wish and take this opportunity to express to you, as &
faithful, loyal, obedient and fearless son of Jehovah God, the
deep sense of appreciation that we have for you in cheerfully
and patiently bearing the burdens and responsibilities of not
only the management of the visible part of the Lord’s or-
ganization here in the earth, but also ministering to the Lord’s
people in these times of stress and blessing, And we wish at
this time to give assurance of our fervent Christian love for
you, and our sincere desire and determination to uphold and

support you as you seek to glorify Jehovah God and to carry
forward to completion the work that he has given to you and
to his people to do here in the earth.
Praying always the Lord’s blessing and guidance upon and
for you and all his people, we are,
Your brethren in Christ,
GLENN @, SMITH CARRIE: A, ANDERSON
MiriaM 8, SMITH CrARLOTTE C. Scorr
MaRY L. SissoN CLARENCE Scorr

PLENTY OF CHANCES TO PROCLAIM GOD’'S WORD
DEAR BROTHER:

Not unmindful of the fact of your being a very busy in-
strument in God’s hand, yet we feel it our duty to suy a
few words of encouragement for the wonderful work you are
doing for the human race. Your lectures on Job have been
a wonderful feast and have brought out the Word so plainly
that a child could understand. %Vhile we are not permitted
to hear you over the radio, we look forward to the good old
Golden Age for a real feast.

We can not all be lecturers, but we may all be able to pass
the good work along to others, and that is what we do. In
our business we have plenty of chances for missionary work,
and proclaim God’s Word no matter in what station in life
we may be. The truth in your sermons is what appeals to
the Christian geople, and the greatest desire of my heart is
that you may live until you are able to see greater results of
your labor,

We trust you will receive this in the same spirit in which
it is written, and hope to live to see the time when your ser-
mons. will reach and be enjoyed by millions,

Very kindly yours,
C. W. PetERS, [daho,

PARTNERSHIP IN SERVICE
OUR DEAR BROTHER' RUTHERFORD:

At this particular time, when Satan is more active than ever
in the ranks of the Lord’s anointed, we wish to express to you
and those associated in the work of preaching this gospel of
the kingdom our deepest appreciation for your partnership and
zeal. Our heart’s devotion and prayers are with you in your
hesetments, which are many; but we are sure that the Lord is
guiding his own to be his witnesses in this his day.

The books written by you, and the radio messages, are point«
ix;i the people to the way of life; and we are thankful to Jeho-
vah that our little class is in harmony with the Watch Tower
work. Our appreciation is best shown by our efforts to help de-
clare the honor of God’s great name,

May he bless you richly and keep you always in his service.

With much Christian love,

BrarTANBURG (8. C.) ECCLESIA.
Mes. C. T. PucH, Secretary.

DETERMINED TO BE COWORKERS
DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST JESUS:

With greatest joy and pleasure we have attended your won-
derful and glorious lecture this morning. We will continually
pray to God for you, that Jehovah God and his beloved Son
Christ Jesus, whom you serve, may bless you, give you more
strength, protect you from all harm, and at the end of your
terrestrial journey give you the highest reward that could be
given to any human or spiritual being. May the love of God,
his blessing and his peace be dyour portion,

With greatest Christian and brotherly love, at all cost, come
what may, we are determined to be coworkers with you in the
service of Jehovah God and his beloved Son Christ Jesus. We
are going to strive to deliver the message of his kingdom from
door to door until he will call us beyond the vail.

Once more, ‘‘God’s blessings to you’’ and all your co-
workers in truth,

Lovingly your brother and sister in Christ,
MR. ANp MRS, J. H. ScHEMIDT, AND DAUGHTER, Indiana,
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Wm., A, Toombs, 615 Lynn St.
Colored: Tlumphrey Smith, 2330 Green Alley

Atlantice City, N. J. October 17-19
J. L. le R F.D 3, Box 122, Pleasantville, N. J.
Colored: P. R. Bhd.man, 412 Roberson Ave,

Wilson, N, C. October 17-19
R. M. Wilson, RTD 3, Box 1

Washington, D. C,
C. W, Jackson, 3349 Tenth St. NW,
Colored: Francis Richardson, 1303 R St. NW,

[.B.S.A.Berean Bible Studies

by means of

e WATCH TOWER
¢“Tloly Spirit?’
Issue of September 1, 1930
Week beginning November 2 . . . .9
Week beginning November 9 . . . . .
“The Man of Sin’’
Issue of September 15, 1930
Week beginning November 16 . . . . .
Week beginning November 23 . . . . .
Week beginning November 30 . . . . . §

November 27-30




