
Upon tbs earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the «ea and the ware* roaring; men’* hearts falling them for fear, and for 
looking after those tilings which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall lie shaken. . . . When these tlflngs 
W in  to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom of God Is at hand. Look up, and lift op your heads; for your redemption 
draweth nigh.—Luke 21:28-31; Uattbew 24:33; Hark 13:20.
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grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose 
of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus 
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti­
tutes the “ seed of Abraham’’ through which all families of 
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus 
has returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed 
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations 
and peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE HOPE OP THE PEOPLES of earth is resto­
ration to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that 
the reign of Christ will afford opportunity to every man to 
have a fair trial for life, and those who obey will live on earth 
for ever in a state of happiness.
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THE MAN OF SIN
“ Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, 

and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”—2 Thess. 2:3.

JEHOVAH has made it clear to his people that the 
“ great sin” is disloyalty, rebellion and opposi­
tion to the Most High. Under the direction of the 

Lord the apostle wrote concerning the arising of an­
other like unto Satan, the wicked one, and which one 
he designates ‘the man of'sin, the son of perdition’. 
The language shows that the one so likened unto Sa­
tan exalts himself and opposes God. It also shows that 
the “ man of sin” and “ the son of perdition” are 
one and the same.

IDENTIFICATION
* To understand the meaning of the apostle’s words 

it is necessary to definitely and properly identify the 
“ man of sin”. For this reason the article appearing 
in the previous issue of The Watch Tower, under the 
title of “ Holy Spirit”, is first published, that it may 
be an aid in identifying the “ man of sin”.

3 For a long while this scripture relating to the 
“ man of sin” has been interpreted as applying to 
the Papal church system. Bible Students, having no 
better interpretation, have accepted the identification 
of the “ man of sin” as the Papal system and have 
understood that power which had withheld, let or 
hindered its complete development to be the Pagan 
Rome empire and that when Pagan Rome was taken 
over by being overthrown by Papal Rome, then the 
Papal system or hierarchy was recognized as the 
“ man of sin”. In support of this interpretation it 
has been said that the Papacy was organized as a 
hierarchy about A.D. 300 and advanced to the zenith 
of its power about A.D. 800; that its decline began 
in A.D. 1400; that it was bereft of its temporal power 
in A.D. 1870; and that from the beginning of the 
Lord’s presence in 1874 the Devil used the Papal 
system as the chief opposing instrument of God’s 
kingdom and that the Papal system will meet its final 
destruction at the beginning of the reign of Christ. 
— S S  Vol. B, pp. 267-361.

* Without a question of doubt the Papal system is, 
and for a long time has been, an instrument of fraud 
and deception used by the Devil. It has been and 
now is a part of Satan’s organization. It is still the

strongest part of organized religion, which forms a 
part of Satan’s organization. It is also certain that 
as a part of Satan’s organization it will be complete­
ly destroyed. These facts, however, do not identify 
the Papal system as ‘the man of sin, the son of per­
dition’. There are several reasons why ‘the man of 
sin, the son of perdition’ does not mean the. Papal 
system, and some of these reasons are here given, to 
w it:

3 (1) The apostle was instructing his brethren con­
cerning “ the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
by our gathex'ing together unto him”. On another 
occasion he plainly stated that he, Paul, must wait 
for his reward until the coming of the Lord, when 
he and others of like faith and faithfulness would be 
resurrected and receive the crown of life. The resur­
rection of the sleeping saints and the gathering to the 
Lord Jesus of his own could not take place until after 
the Lord came to his temple. Elsewhere in this jour­
nal the Scriptural evidence is submitted showing that 
the resurrection of Paul and the other faithful ones 
could not take place prior to A.D. 1918, and that time 
is too far moved from the Papal power, its beginning, 
and decline, to fit the description of the “ man of sin”.

6 (2) The apostle referred specifically to “ the day 
of Christ”, which according to the Scriptures is not 
exactly synonymous to the “ day of Jehovah”. It was 
in 1914 that Jehovah placed his Son upon his throne 
and sent him forth as his representative to rule and 
to oust Satan the enemy, and therefore that date 
marks the beginning of the “ day of Jehovah”. (Ps. 
2 :6 ; 110:1,2) The term “ day of Christ” evidently 
means the time in which all the members of Christ 
are separated from others and the approved ones 
brought into the temple and anointed. Since the resur­
rection of the saints took place in 1918, we believe, 
and preceded the examination and judgment of those 
on earth, it follows that the “ day of Christ” could 
not begin until 1918 and, it may well be said, will bo 
completed only when all the body members are select­
ed and completely separated from all others of the 
spirit-begotten ones and brought into the temple. 
(1 Cor. 1 :8; 5 :5 ; 2 Cor. 1:14; Phil. 1 :6 ,10; 2:10)



Although twelve years have elapsed since the com­
ing of the Lord to his temple, even to this day some 
turn aside and forsake the Lord and his work. There 
are many others associated with the anointed that ap­
parently must yet be taken out or separated in order 
that the true and faithful ones may be plainly dis­
cernible. That being true, “ the day of Christ” is 
not yet completely accomplished, and the “ man of 
sin” is not yet clearly revealed; therefore the Papal 
system would not fit the description.

7 (3) Preceding the “ day of Christ” , the apostle 
states, there is a falling away and then ‘the man of 
sin, the son of perdition’ is revealed. Prior to that 
time there is some power that withholds or hinders 
the manifestation or revelation of the “ man of sin” 
although it has been working as a mystery of iniquity 
for a long while. The withholding power is exercised 
in order that “ he might be revealed in his time” and 
that due time for revealing the “ man of sin” must 
be in the “ day of Christ” and after the falling away. 
Since the power that withholds and continues to with­
hold until it is taken away is to prevent the manifesta­
tion of the ‘ ‘ man of sin ’ ’, it could hardly be said that 
such would be Satan’s power. Without a doubt Pagan 
Rome was an instrument in Satan’s hands, but Sa­
tan would not be withholding anything that would be 
a detriment to the Lord’s kingdom class and it is 
therefore not reasonable that he would use Pagan 
Rome as a power to withhold the operation of the 
Papal system against God’s anointed. Since the “ man 
of sin” opposes God and his work, that power which 
has been withholding and withholds the wicked one 
must of necessity be a divine power.

8 (4) That those who are deceived by the works of 
the “ man of sin” once had the truth, as stated by 
the apostle, and are deceived because they received 
not the love of the truth. It also appears from the 
apostle’s statement that the “ man of sin” once had 
the truth, otherwise there could not be the falling 
away. It does not seem at all reasonable to conclude 
that the Papacy ever had the truth or that anyone 
having the truth and living in the “ day of Christ” 
could possibly be deceived by the Papacy.

8 (5) The “ man of sin” opposes God and in so do­
ing uses fraud and lying, and this is done to accom­
plish deception in the “ day of Christ” ; whereas the 
Papacy has been practicing deception and fraud for 
many centuries past. The warning is to the saints 
who are on earth at the time of the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the gathering together of the 
church to himself; whereas it is well known to all 
the saints that the Papacy is a part of Satan’s or­
ganization and there would be no need of warning 
the saints against the Papacy. There is not the slight­
est probability of the Papacy’s deceiving anyone who 
has a knowledge of present truth.

10 As we progress with the consideration of these

scriptures other proofs will appear supporting the 
conclusion that the Papal system is not ‘the man of 
sin, the son of perdition’. Nor can it be said that 
Satan’s organization, as an entirety, is ‘the man of 
sin, the son of perdition’. In several communications 
to the church Paul stressed the importance to the 
saints on earth at the end of the world of their having 
an understanding of the truth, especially concerning 
the second coming of the Lord. Manifestly the pur­
pose of warning the church concerning the “ man of 
sin” was and is to fort'fy the faithful against loosely 
holding to or handling the truth. Greater light has 
been given to God’s people since the Lord’s coming to 
his temple, and the only reasonable presumption is 
that a greater test must come upon those who have 
made a covenant with the Lord by reason of having 
this increased light. We should look for a fulfilment 
at the present time of these prophetic words written 
by the apostle.

“EVIL SERVANT”
11 There is no good reason to conclude that the 

“ man of sin” is one individual creature. The psalm­
ist describes God’s ideal man. (Pss. 1, 8 , 16, 111, 113) 
The Prophet Isaiah refers to God’s ideal man as the 
“ elect servant”. (Isa. 42:1-6, 19, 20) The Christ is 
one, and in the Scriptures is spoken of as a “ perfect 
man”. (Eph. 4:13) The Scriptures also disclose that 
at the end of the vurld there will be manifest an 
“ evil servant” which is the very opposite of Jehovah’s 
“ elect servant” and which “ evil servant” opposes 
Jehovah’s “ elect servant”. The Scriptures seem fully 
to support the conclusion that ‘the man of sin, the 
son of perdition ’ is the ‘ ‘ evil servant ’ ’. Let the Scrip­
tural proof be examined and carefully considered, 
and in this connection have in mind the administra­
tion of the holy spirit.

THE PROOF
12 Judas Iscariot was for some time the seivant of 

the Lord Jesus. God gave him to Jesus along with 
the other disciples. He heard and learned much about 
the truth of and concerning the kingdom of God. Je­
sus had said to his disciples, including Judas: “ And 
whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant.” (Matt. 20:27) And on another occasion 
he said, addressing his disciples: ‘ ‘ The servant is not 
greater than his lord.” (John 13:16) Jesus thus 
spoke concerning a good and faithful servant. Among 
the twelve servants of Jesus Christ Judas became an 
evil servant and lost all opportunity for the kingdom, 
about which Jesus had taught him, and to which 
doubtless he had been called. Jesus declared that 
Judas was lost, and he named him “ the son of per­
dition”.—John 17:12.

13 At the same time Jesus referred to the prophecy 
written in the 109th Psalm and which Judas fulfilled 
at least in miniature. As many of the prophecies have



a small fulfilment which foreshadows a far greater 
fulfilment that comes to pass later, it seems that the 
fulfilment of this prophecy by Judas Iscariot was in 
miniature only and must have a complete fulfilment 
in the “ day of Christ’’, When the faithful disciples 
met to fill the vacancy made by Judas they quoted 
from Psalm 109 these words: “ And his bishopric let 
another take.” (Acts 1:20) These facts and scrip­
tures seem to foreshadow the “ evil servant” class at 
the end of the world manifested in the “ day of 
Christ” .

14 It is plain from Paul’s words that ‘the man of 
sin, the son of perdition’ must have a knowledge of 
the truth and by the use of signs and lying wonders 
will be able to deceive others having the truth but 
who are not of the “ elect servant”. Jesus warned his 
disciples against false Christs, and such warning is 
particularly for the benefit of those on earth at the 
end of the world. “ For there shall arise false Christs, 
and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and 
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect. ’ ’—Matt. 24:24.

15 “ Antichrist” means anything that is against 
Christ. There have been many such during the Chris­
tian era. (1 John 2:18) This same apostle, however, 
clearly indicates that there will be those associated 
with the Lord’s people and who will form an anti­
christ at the end of the world. A false Christ is one 
that falsely claims to be tlie anointed one of God. 
A false Christ is also an antichrist because opposed 
to the true Christ. According to tlie words of Jesus 
the false Christs would appear after the coming of 
the Loi’d to his temple. Jesus also said that at the 
time of his coming to his temple there would be mani­
fested those who would claim to have been looking 
for his coming and would claim to be in the truth 
but who would then say, in substance, that the Lord 
has delayed his coming. This class Jesus designates 
as the “ evil servant”. As to the fate of the “ evil 
servant” class, Jesus said that he would be cut 
asunder and his portion appointed with the hypo­
crites.—Matt. 24:49-51.

16 From the foregoing, taken together with the 
words of the apostle in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-15, it is 
clearly made to appear that ‘the man of sin, the son 
of perdition’ would first receive the truth concerning 
the second coming of the Lord and his kingdom and 
would look for and expect the second coming of the 
Lord and the setting up of his kingdom; that there 
would be a disappointment on the part of this class 
and they would say, “ My Lord delaycth his coming” ; • 
and that later these, which the apostle designates as 
‘the man of sin’, ‘would exalt himself above all that 
is called God’ and would exhibit himself as God’s 
special representatives, while at the same time they 
would be actually and vigorously opposing the work 
of God.

THE FACTS

17 In order to connect them with the Scriptures and 
emphasize the importance thereof, the facts well 
known to readers of The Watch Tower are here re­
peated, to wit: That from about 1875 the truth began 
to be preached concerning the second coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ; that responding to the message of 
truth many persons from inside and outside the 
church denominations associated themselves together 
in the study of God’s Word; that these claimed to be 
consecrated to the Lord and in the covenant by sacri­
fice ; that they met together and often spoke of the 
second coming of the Lord and his kingdom; that 
they were strongly of the belief that Christ Jesus 
would come and set up his kingdom in 1914 and that 
all the called ones who had been faithful would then 
be taken into the kingdom; that 1914 came and many 
were disappointed in the fact that the kingdom did 
not at that time appear to be set up, and that from 
and after that time there was “ a falling away from 
the truth and its service” ; that such falling away 
was particularly marked from A.D. 1917 onward; 
that those here described were once supporters of 
The Watch Tower and associated with and supporters 
of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society; that 
from and after 1917 they and others who have since 
joined them have been opposing and still oppose God’s 
witness work concerning the kingdom; and that they 
now oppose the work that the Society is doing, and 
will have nothing to do with the preaching of the 
gospel of the kingdom and the declaring of the ven­
geance of God against Satan’s organization. About 
this statement of facts there wall scarcely be any ques­
tion.

18 Jesus, coming to his temple, is accompanied by 
his angels. (Matt. 25:31) Then begins the work of 
the Lord of gathering unto himself those who shall 
compose the temple class; and this conclusion is sup­
ported by his words, “ And he shall send his angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet; and they shall 
gather together his elect from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to the other. ” (Matt. 24:31) These 
gathered and approved ones he brings under the robe 
of righteousness. (Isa. 61:10) It seems entirely cer­
tain that the apostle refers to this same time when he 
says, ‘the coming of the Lord Jesus, and our gather­
ing together unto him.’ Without a question of doubt 
this work of separating the professed ones and the 
gathering to the Lord of the approved ones began 
■with the Lord’s coming to his temple; and it seems 
that this work is yet in progress, and is not entirely 
finished.

19 The begotten of the holy spirit would receive the 
call to the kingdom, because, as stated, all are called 
in one hope. (Epli. 4 :4 ) It is manifest that only those 
responding to the call and proving faithful up 1o the 
time of the Lord’s coming to his temple are chosen.



It seems certain from the words of the Master that 
many others are called -who respond to the call but 
who are not faithful and therefore not chosen. All 
the called ones who had responded to the call would be 
in line for the kingdom and would be the kingdom if 
faithful. In this connection the words of Jesus are 
important: “ The Son of man shall send forth his 
angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity.” 
(Matt. 13:41) Manifestly the ones here mentioned 
as being gathered out would be in line for the king­
dom, because otherwise they would not be gathered 
out. Being in line for the kingdom, and knowing of 
the kingdom, and expecting the second coming of the 
Lord and his receiving them into the kingdom, yet 
they are rejected and gathered out for some reason; 
and Jesus assigns the reason to be that they offend 
and that they do iniquity. “ Iniquity” means law­
lessness; therefore Jesus’ words must mean that they 
were expecting the kingdom but were not proceeding 
or pursuing a course of action according to God’s 
lawful way. This could apply only to those claiming 
to work in the name of God and Christ yet whose 
works are contrary to God’s law. The Apostle Paul’s 
language is that the “ man of sin” is the worker of 
iniquity and at the same time sets himself up as God’s 
special representative. The description of the “ evil 
servant” class that is gathered out and deprived of an 
opportunity for the kingdom, and the description of 
the “ man of sin”, are essentially the same, and show 
that they refer to one and the same class. God seems 
to have described the same class by the words of his 
prophet.—Ps. 50:16-21.

RESTRAINING POWER

'“What is the power that restrains the “ man of 
sin” from being revealed until his due time? Paul 
told his brethren what it is, but he did not state it 
in terms in his epistle to the Tliessalonians. He must 
have learned this from the Lord when, as he states, he 
was caught up to the third heaven and saw things 
that it was not lawful for him to speak about. (2 Cor. 
12:4) He says that lawlessness or working of iniq­
uity was going on in his day but was held back and 
would continue to be held back until the restraining 
power ‘be taken away’ and then the “ man of sin” 
would be revealed. That restraining power is divine; 
and therefore it is clear that the holy spirit in its 
administration as a helper or advocate for the called 
ones who are in line for the kingdom is that restrain­
ing power.

21 In the preceding issue of The Watch Tower 
Scriptures are submitted showing that when Jesus 
was about to take his departure he told his disciples 
that he would pray his Father and his Father would 
send them another helper aside from himself and that 
the helper whom God would send would guide them

into all truth and would comfort them and that the 
helper is the holy spirit. The administration of the 
holy spirit, or helper, is in behalf of and for the bene­
fit of all who have responded to the call and who are 
in line for the kingdom. It seems reasonable to say 
that when that administration of the holy spirit is 
completed it is taken away, just as the gifts of the 
spirit were taken away.—1 Cor. 13: 8.

22 The “ faithful and wise”, being approved by the 
Lord and chosen, are covered with the robe of right­
eousness, and taken into the temple, therefore into the 
secret place of the Most High. These being made mem­
bers of the “ elect servant”, of which Jesus is the 
Head, he (Christ Jesus) is now the helper and ad­
vocate for such, and only such. Those who were once 
in line for the kingdom but who were rejected and 
not chosen have no advocate, helper or comforter and 
are left to the open attack of the enemy Satan. It is 
Satan that makes war against and attempts to destroy 
the remnant because the remnant is working lawfully 
in doing God’s work. The others who are now of the 
“ evil servant” are working unlawfully, and lienee 
are called ‘workers of iniquity’, and they fall ready 
tools to the enemy Satan. The withholding or re­
straining power, to wit, the holy spirit, is withdrawn 
from those who go to make up the “ evil servant”, 
and Satan, it seems, will organize them into an op­
position work against God and his anointed.

23 Arrogantly the “ man of sin”, or “ evil servant”, 
exalts himself as the anointed of God, and claims to 
be the little flock, and assumes to be God’s represent­
atives, and claims to be the temple class, and there­
by seats himself in the temple. By employing fraud, 
deception and lying he deceives many. Those of the 
“ elect servant” class, however, cannot and will not 
be deceived. The warning is given to them that they 
may be fortified against the on-coming assault. Let 
the words of the apostle now be considered verse by 
verse as set forth in 2 Thcssalonians 2.

24 Verse one locates the time of the Lord’s coming 
to his temple and the gathering together unto him­
self of the body members, which time began in 1918, 
and which gathering is yet in progress. Verses two 
and three warn the faithful followers of Christ and 
tell them not to be deceived by any reports that may 
come to them, because this gathering together and the 
revelation of the “ man of sin” must be preceded by 
a falling away; which falling away began in 1917, 
and even before that, and continues until now.

25 Verse four discloses that those falling away will 
organize or be organized by Satan into an opposition 
movement opposing God and his anointed. There aro 
now many opposing companies or bodies who are sep­
arate from each other in everything except one thing. 
They were once in the truth, but now they are a unit 
in opposition to the Society and its work in behalf 
of the kingdom of God. Upon the authority of Paul’s



words the suggestion is made that these will increase 
in number and power of opposition; that they will 
claim that the Society and those connected with it are 
all wrong; that they will make the claim for them­
selves that they are God’s “ elect and anointed” and 
therefore will fulfil the place of the false Christ fore­
told by Jesus and that they will ‘sit as a god in the 
temple of God, showing himself that he is a god’.— 
Diaglott.

26 Verses five to seven show that even in Paul’s day 
there were some who had responded to the call to the 
kingdom and looked forward to the time that they 
might have the power of the kingdom for their self­
ish purposes, and that they were unlawful workers 
and hence were called ‘workers of iniquity’. Because 
the holy spirit was then operating in behalf of all 
who had responded to the call, that holy power held 
back the enemy Satan from organizing the opposition 
and bringing forth the “ man of sin”. That restrain­
ing power being taken away when the Lord comes to 
his temple, then the wicked one is quickly organized 
and begins the opposition to God and his anointed 
and is revealed as ‘the man of sin, the son of perdi­
tion ’.

27 Verses nine to eleven disclose that the “ man of 
sin”, or organized opposition to God, is like that of 
Satan and uses fraud, lying and deceit and appears 
with all deccivableness and unrighteousness. Know­
ing Satan’s methods we may expect much hypocrisy 
to be connected with such a movement. The apostle 
further discloses that the “ man of sin” will deceive 
others “ because they receive not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved ’ ’. In other words they must 
receive the love of the truth in order to be saved and 
be of the kingdom. This docs not mean love for the 
truth, but clearly means what it says, “ the love of 
the truth. ’ ’

28 Many have received the truth but have received 
it with a selfish desii'e and used it with a selfish mo­
tive, whereas those that will be saved are saved be­
cause they receive the love of the truth; that is to 
say, they unselfishly devote themselves to the truth 
that the word and name of God might be glorified. 
Many have looked forward to the kingdom that they 
might have the great honor, power and glory of rul­
ing, and have had much pride in the prospect of such 
honor, power and glory. Such has been the moving 
cause that induced them to embrace and confess the 
truth. They have assumed the attitude of being more 
holy than their brethren and have been haughty and 
proud and severe in their criticism of their brethren. 
The truth of God’s kingdom did not produce in them 
an unselfish devotion to God which is the love of the 
truth. For this reason they are open to deception 
by Satan and are deceived; and all who are looking 
for the kingdom with such selfish desire or motive 
will be deceived by the “ man of sin”. It is stated

that ‘God shall send them an energy of delusion that 
they may believe a lie’. (Diaglott) This would indi­
cate a quick and energetic action on their part in 
their opposition to God and to his work. And, being 
unrestrained, they will make many extravagant 
claims and practice deception. All those who have 
been negligent, or have refused to work lawfully and 
have worked unlawfully, or have declined to work 
at all, will be deceived.

29 This clearly means that only those will be taken 
into the kingdom who unselfishly devote themselves 
to God and his cause of righteousness that they might 
see the kingdom of righteousness established and God’s 
name and word completely vindicated. Such is per­
fect love, and those who have perfect love will have 
boldness in the day of judgment in proclaiming the 
truth. (1 John 4:17,18) Only such receive the love 
of the truth. All others who have accepted the truth 
and look to the kingdom for some other reason are 
open to the deception of Satan’s instrument, the 
“ man of sin”.

30 Let the anointed of the Lord be on guard, and 
they will not be deceived. We know from the Scrip­
tures that Satan is making his last desperate stand 
because he knows that his time is short. He is bring­
ing to bear every force at his command to destroy 
the remnant because these composing the remnant 
have the testimony of Jesus Christ and are giving it 
out in obedience to God’s commandments. There is 
no instrument that Satan could use so effectually to 
accomplish his wicked purpose as the one made up of 
a class of people who have once received a knowledge 
of the truth but who have lost the holy spirit and 
have turned against God and his work. They are bet­
ter equipped to make the attack than any others. They 
arc more ready instruments of Satan than any others.

31 The “ man of sin” once had the truth and still 
holds a mental understanding thereof. When the Lord 
removed the restraining power and protection from 
such, then the Devil puts before them his special de­
lusion and gathers them together, and they will con­
stitute an effective instrument in his hands. They will 
not be gathered together or united in doctrine or in 
the conduct of their internal affairs. They will be 
united in opposition to the Lord’s work and to his 
people who are doing that work now on the earth. 
They are now attacking that work and make the 
claim that the Society and its work and those active­
ly engaged therein are wrong and should be destroyed. 
Doubtless such opposition will grow stronger and 
many who are not fortified because they have not re­
ceived the love of the truth will be deceived by the 
“ man of sin” and fall to that deception. That delu­
sion will be so strong that it will carry many off their 
feet and they will be induced to believe the lie in­
stead of the truth.

32 The greatest of all truths is that concerning God’s



kingdom. It is the kingdom of God that he purposed 
from the beginning to set up with his beloved Son as 
the Head thereof that will completely vindicate his 
word and his name. He makes only those members of 
his kingdom who have received the love of the truth 
and have therefore unselfishly devoted themselves to 
the kingdom interests. It should be expected that the 
great lie is exactly opposite to or against the kingdom 
of God; and such it is. It is the great sin. The lie 
and the sin are therefore anti-kingdom. Satan has 
been anti-kingdom since first he learned about it, and 
that is the reason he sought to destroy Jesus, who was 
sent of God to accomplish his purposes. The "man of 
sin" is described as the opposer of God, which means 
the opposer of God's kingdom, and that necessarily 
carries'with it opposition to the work of God's anoint­
ed in the interest of the kingdom.

83 Satan has always practiced fraud and deceit in 
order to carry out his wicked works, and it is to be 
expected that he would bring forth a counterfeit in 
that it would be looked upon by many as the kingdom, 
because that would bfc the best way to deceive. The 
"man of sin” is used for that very purpose, and in 
doing so exalts himself and sets himself up as the 
anointed of God. There is but one class of people on 
earth that fits this description or that Satan could 
possibly use for this purpose, and that class of people 
is made up of those who have once received a knowl­
edge of the truth concerning the second coming of 
Christ and his kingdom but who did not receive the 
love of the truth. Because of their selfishness they 
fall to Satan and they are energized by a delusion and 
an error that causes many to believe that the counter­
feit thing is the kingdom. These believe the lie and 
have pleasure in such unrighteousness.

34 Judas Iscariot had a knowledge of the truth and 
was in line for the kingdom, because Jesus told him 
about it. But Judas looked forward to the kingdom 
with a selfish purpose, that he might receive some pe­
culiar personal benefit therefrom. He did not receive 
the love of the truth that the name of God might be 
vindicated, and he willingly fell into the trap of Sa­
tan and betrayed the Lord. Judas foreshadowed the 
"evil servant" class. Judas is described as the "son 
of perdition", which means destruction. The workers 
of iniquity are those who have a knowledge of the 
truth and are in line for the kingdom but because 
of their selfishness are gathered out of that class when 
the Lord comes to his temple. They do not lose a 
mental knowledge of the truth, but they hold their 
knowledge and use it selfishly and wrongfully. Con­
cerning the end or fate of these, Jesus says: "And 
shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth."—Matt. 13:42.

>s The "evil servant" is made up of the same class, 
identically. That class responded to the call for the 
kingdom and looked for the second coming of the

Lord, but they had a selfish motive that induced them 
to take a selfish course of action. Jesus stated that 
their fate is the portion assigned to the hypocrites, 
which is destruction. (Matt. 24:51) The "man of 
sin” was once in line for the kingdom but looked for­
ward to enjoying the kingdom wholly for selfish pur­
poses, and he is specifically named "the son of per­
dition".

88 What is here said is not intended as a judgment 
upon individuals, but merely to call attention to what 
now clearly appears to be the truth, due to be under­
stood by those who love the Lord. It is written: 
"Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the 
Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness, and will make manifest the coun­
sels of the hearts: and then shall every man have 
praise of God.” (1 Cor. 4 :5 ) It may well be said 
here, however, and in harmony with this text, that 
the Lord has come and he is now bringing to light 
the hidden things of darkness and is making manifest 
the counsel of the hearts, and this he is doing for the 
benefit of the faithful remnant now on earth. There 
would be no need or occasion for bringing these hid­
den things to light after the remnant is beyond the 
veil. Hence, in calling attention to these things it 
is not judging before the time.

BE COURAGEOUS

87 That God now has a remnant on earth there is 
not the slightest doubt in the mind of anyone who 
loves the Lord. The fact that these are called "the 
remnant” shows that there are others who have a 
knowledge of the truth and who once were in line for 
the kingdom and are now not of the remnant because 
they have been set aside. The remnant is the Society, 
as that term is understood by us. These earnestly and 
diligently endeavor to carry on the work of the So­
ciety, which means diligence in giving the witness to 
the truth of and concerning the kingdom in obedience 
to God’s commandments. These have received the love 
of the truth and they delight to give their all in obe­
dience to God’s commandments, that his name might 
be glorified. They are being vigorously opposed in 
their work by others who once walked with them and 
who were once in line for the kingdom but who have 
gone out from them. Concerning such it is written: 
"They went out from us, but they were not of us; 
for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have 
continued with u s; but they went out, that they might 
be made manifest that they were not all of us. But 
ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know 
all things.” (1 John 2:19,20) It is clear, therefore, 
that those here described who have gone out have not 
received the anointing. If it be correct that they no 
longer have the holy spirit as their helper, then we 
may expect Satan to quickly organize them into a 
strong opposition to the truth of God and his remnant.



We should expect that all manner of lies will be told 
about the Society and its work and those earnestly 
engaged in that work, and that all manner of opposi­
tion will be set up against that work.

88 The mere fact that the Lord gave his people this 
warning is evidence that there is yet a crucial test 
ahead. But let all the faithful be of good courage. 
The enemy and all his powers cannot succeed. The 
opposers shall perish, even as the Lord has foretold.

89 Great pressure is now being brought to bear by 
those who class themselves as the opposition to the 
Society to induce brethren to give up the witness work 
in which they are engaged. Let no one who is de­
voted to the Lord be at all discouraged by such ef­
forts. Those who have received the love of the truth, 
and hold that love, cannot and will not be deceived. 
God will bring his “ elect servant’’ through to com­
plete victory.

40 The provisions God has made for those that love 
him are marvelous in our eyes. Long centuries ago 
he caused Paul to see the coming “ man of sin” and 
to write a warning to those who should be on earth in 
“ the day of Christ”, which is this very day where we 
now are. For the encouragement of the faithful he 
caused Paul to further write: ‘ ‘ But we are bound to 
give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved 
cf the Lord, because God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the 
spirit and belief of the truth; whereunto he called 
you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of 
cur Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, brethren, stand 
fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been 
taught, whether by word, or our epistle. Now our 
Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, 
which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting 
consolation and good hope through grace, comfort 
your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and 
work.”—2 Thess. 2:13-17.

41 God has now given his people an understanding 
of The Revelation which he gave to Jesus Christ to 
show unto his servants. The publication of the two 
books called Light, giving the explanation of The 
Revelation, will greatly anger the Devil and all who 
have not the spirit of Christ. We may therefore ex­
pect the opposition to the kingdom to quickly become 
stronger than ever. It will be of short duration, how­
ever, because the day of deliverance is at hand. The 
remnant is now giving honor to Jehovah’s name by

faithfully serving him. ‘Great is the Holy One in our 
midst.’ He will furnish all the needed help and com­
fort. Be of good courage and rejoice and continue to 
sing unto Jehovah the new song and let his praises 
be heard to the ends of the earth!

QUESTIONS FOR BEIIEAN STUDY
 ̂ 1. What is the ‘ ‘ great sin ’ ’ ! ilow  is the ‘ ‘ man of sin ’ ’ 

related to “ the son of perdition” !
If 2-4. What was the former view held regarding the identity 

of the “ man of s in ” ! What is the position of the Papal 
system!

Tf 5-9. Prove that the Papal system is not ‘the man of sin, the 
son of perdition .

If 10. Account for Paul’s specially warning the church con­
cerning the “ man of Bin” , and his stressing the impor­
tance of their understanding and appreciating the truth 
at the end of the world.

Tf 11. What do the Scriptures show as to the nature of the 
two ‘ servants’ that would be manifest at the end of the 
world !

Tf 12-14. Describe Judas’ position and course of action as 
illustrating the manifestation of a class at this time.

If 15, 16. Identify clearly the class referred to in Matthew 
24:24, 49-51.

Tf 17, 18. Trace the development and manifestation of ‘ ‘ that 
servant”  referred to in Matthew 24:46  and of “ that 
servant”  mentioned in the 50th verse of the same chapter. 

If 19. Show that Jesus’ description of the “ evil servant”  is 
essentially the same as P aul’s description of the “ man 
of sin” .

Tf 20, 21. What was the power restraining the “ man of sin” ! 
How is this ascertained!

Tf 22. Account for the manifestation of the “ man of sin”  
after  the Lord’s coming to his temple.

Tf 23, 24. In verses 1 to 3, what are the related points em­
phasized by Paul!

Tf 25. Point out the fulfilment of verse 4.
Tf 20. In this connection, what is the advantage of a knowledge 

of Satan’s methods of operation!
U 27-29. Distinguish between ‘love for the truth’ and “ the 

love of the truth” . Why is the distinction important!
Tf 30, 31. Why should Satan seek to use those who have had a 

knowledge of the truth!
If 32-35. Point out particularly the peril of those who have 

been in line for the kingdom. Account for the falling 
away of many of these.

Tf 36. Why should the Lord “ bring to light the hidden things 
of darkness”  at this time!

TT 37. Explain the significance of the term “ the remnant” .
Tf 38, 39. What purpose should we see in the Lord’s now giv­

ing his people an understanding of the warning concern­
ing tho “ man of sin” !

Tf 40. Point out how the Lord has ‘given his people comfort 
and hope and established them in every good word and 
work ’.

Sin a, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with 
all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. Jehovah hath taken aicay thy 
judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even 

Jehovah, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more. In that 
day it  shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not! and to Zion, Let not 
thine hands be slack! Jehovah thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he 
will save, he will rejoice over thee with jo y ;  he will rest in his love, he 

will jo y  over thee with singing.—Zcphaniah.



THE MISSION OF THE TRUE CHURCH
[Fifteen-m inute radio lecture]

THE true church was organized by God, and not 
by men. It has no sectarian name. It is com­
posed of men and women who are fully devoted 

to the Lord and who have his spirit. In Romans 8 : 9 
we read: “ If any man have not the spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his.” The spirit of Christ was one of 
full and complete devotion of all his powers to the 
service of Jehovah God. Members of the true church 
have this spirit. According to Revelation 7 :4  and 
14:1, the true church consists of only 144,000 per­
sons. It is composed of a class who are selected from 
the rest of mankind and who, because of their faith­
fulness even unto death, are overcomers.

God began the work of selection on the day of Pen­
tecost, nearly nineteen hundred years ago. Its first 
members were Jews, selected from that nation at the 
first advent of the Lord. After the rejection of the 
nation of Israel in A.D. 73 God turned to the Gen­
tiles and began to select from them and will continue 
to select from them until the full number foreordained 
by God has been chosen. Then the company will be 
completed and the “ door” will be “ shut” , which 
means that then no more will ever become members 
of the true church.

The record of membership is kept in heaven; for, 
says the apostle, their names are written in the Lamb’s 
book of life. (Rev. 17:8) Not one of the denomina­
tions of earth today represents the true church, and 
it is also wrong to speak of them all, as a unit, as 
being the true church. However, it may be that among 
the membership of these denominations are scattered 
here and there a few who will eventually prove faith­
ful and become members of the true church.

We read of the true church, in Revelation 20:6, 
these words: “ Blessed and holy is he that hath part 
in the first resurrection; on such the second death 
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.” 
Two things are prominently mentioned in this text: 
( 1 ) that the time church is to be resurrected before the 
rest of mankind, and (2 ) that she is to reign with 
Christ a thousand years.

What is the mission of the church ? What work has 
God for her to do? Why is he selecting a particular 
class from among men? In unmistakable language 
the Bible answers these questions. Members of the 
church are to share in doing the work of the kingdom 
of Christ. That is why they are to reign with him a 
thousand years. In symbolic language they are spoken 
of as the bride of Christ. When Christ begins the 
work of resurrecting all the dead and giving them life 
on the earth, the church, his bride, will share in that 
work. This explains why the church is selected first, 
and why the world has to wait for its blessings until 
the church is completed.

Think, for a moment, of this kingdom work. What 
a stupendous one it will be! It will mean the bless­
ing of all families of the earth; and by that is meant 
all the dead as well as those living when the kingdom 
is established. But of what will this blessing consist ? 
It will consist of awakening twenty billions of human 
creatures from the sleep of death, and then educating 
and uplifting them until they shall all be restored to 
the image of God which Adam possessed before he 
sinned. They must be given a knowledge of the truth, 
until the entire twenty billion will know accurately 
just who God is and what God’s will is concerning 
them. In addition to this they must bo delivered from 
the evil and selfish desires that now control the race. 
They must be brought up not only to the point where 
they know God’s will, but also to the point where they 
will have perfect ability to do that will.

This is the work of the kingdom, and Jesus Christ 
and his true church will do this work. It will be a 
work of glorifying God, vindicating his name and 
planting a proper appreciation of God and all his 
attributes of wisdom, justice, love and power in every 
human heart and mind. It will mean to deliver all 
the human family from the false teachings which Sa­
tan has planted in the human mind, such as “ trinity”, 
“ eternal torment,” “ human immortality,” that the 
soul cannot die, that the dead are not dead, that only 
a clci’gyman has any right to teach the Bible, and 
other similar false teachings. It will mean that all 
must come to the point where they will give God the 
glory for all their blessings, and not give the glory 
to some man as they have in the past. Then mankind 
will render unto God the glory that is due unto him. 
But as long as men have the false idea that God is 
a fiend, anxious to torment someone, they cannot give 
him the glory due to him.

It is impossible for people with false conceptions 
of God, or who are controlled by ignorance, supersti­
tion, bigotry or prejudice to render a proper worship 
to Jehovah. Hence the thousand years of instruction, 
discipline and uplift are necessary. This work of 
blessing will have to be done for the millions of wor­
shipers of Baal, for Mohammedans, Confueianists, 
Buddhists, Taoists, Shintoists, Methodists, Baptists, 
Lutherans, Christian Scientists, Catholics, as well as 
all those who have lived and died with no special 
religious belief. And it will include the millions and 
millions of those who have worshiped stocks, stones 
and images, snakes and animals.

To deliver all the people from the thralldom of 
ignorance, bigotry and superstition due to their va­
rious religious beliefs and training, and to bring them 
out into the glorious liberty of the children of God, 
is the future work of the church. This will be done 
during the thousand-year kingdom and under the



supervision of Christ himself. This will be God’s ap­
pointed time and way for converting the world.

But the true church has a mission while its members 
are in the flesh. Many suppose that the only work 
of Christians while in the flesh is to try to be nice, 
sweet, moral, polite and genteel, and thus prepare 
themselves for the kingdom. This is a great mistake. 
It is true that the church are noiv in the school of 
Christ, and that they are being prepared for that glo­
rious future work. But the work of preparation con­
sists in much more than being nice, sweet, honest, 
moral and upright. The Scriptures teach that they 
have many lessons to be learned and that these lessons 
are found in the Word of God. But, above all, the 
true Christian now has a specified work to do while 
in the flesh. He is commanded to bear witness un­
ceasingly to the honor of Jehovah. If he fails to do 
this work, then he is not a true Christian, is not and 
cannot be pleasing to God, and will certainly miss the 
kingdom, and hence will surely miss having a share 
in the future glorious work of the kingdom.

There are millions of professing Christians who do 
not study the Bible. These are not Christians, even 
though they are members of some so-called ‘ ‘ church ’ ’. 
There are many thousands of people who read the 
Bible and frankly confess that they do not understand 
it, and wonder what it all means. These too are not 
Christians in any sense of the word. There are other 
millions of professing Christians who do study the 
Bible but who boldly and brazenly deny its inspira­
tion; deny that Jesus was the Son of God; deny his 
virgin birth; deny the necessity for his death, and 
deny his resurrection. These also are not and cannot 
be Christians in even the remotest sense. Not being 
Christians, of course none of these are members of 
the true church.

Jesus himself said: “ Search the scriptures; for 
. . . they are they which testify of me. ’ ’ Paul says: 
‘All Scripture given by inspiration of God is profit­
able.’ Again, Paul says: ‘The Scriptures are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation.’ Also, Jesus said: “ Ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.” These texts and many others reveal the neces­
sity for diligent and persistent study of the Bible; 
and since these things are commanded, it means that 
a professing Christian who does not study it is diso­
bedient to the divine command, and therefore cannot 
be a member of the true church. Neither can he fulfil 
the mission of the church, for the reason that he does 
not know what that mission is.

The mission of the true church while still in the 
flesh is, first, to ascertain what God is doing now, and 
then to ascertain what he requires them to do, and 
then to faithfully and loyally do it, regardless of 
whether it pleases others or not. By a careful and 
persistent study of the Scriptures they soon learn 
that God is not trying to convert the world now, but

that he is selecting the true church from among the 
human family, and that the true church is to convert 
the world during the reign of Christ. They learn 
still further that as soon as they become aware of 
the purpose and work of Jehovah God they must en­
gage in the work of telling others about Jehovah and 
his purposes. This means that each member of the 
true church is called to be, not a clergyman, but a 
preacher, and that he does not need any human or­
dination or theological training to be a preacher. All 
he needs is to know definitely what God wants him to 
preach, and then faithfulness in preaching that among 
the people.

He learns that he is commanded to preach the 
gospel, which means the good news of the coming 
kingdom of God; to preach that Christ was crucified 
for our sins, and that there is no salvation possible 
except to believe in the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ; he must preach that God is now offer­
ing a special prize to 144,000 who will comply with 
the terms and conditions; he must preach the coming 
day of vengeance of God, called “ the battle of Arma­
geddon”, and explain to the people why it is neces­
sary; he must contend earnestly for the faith; he 
must not waste time in honoring men, but must exalt 
and honor Jehovah God; he must preach a coming 
resurrection of the dead, and that God purposes to 
give the majority of people everlasting life right here 
on earth; he must expose all false doctrines and blas­
phemous teachings about God and the Bible, and 
point out those who are putting these forth. This 
is the mission of members of the true church.

In Luke 9:60 we read: “ Let the dead bury their 
dead; but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.” 
In 2 Timothy 4 :2  we read: “ Preach the word; be 
instant in season, out of season.” Again, in Matthew 
24:14 we read: “ This gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come.” This text 
teaches that the gospel must be preached in all the 
world before the end, before the present wicked or­
ganization of Satan is destroyed.

Isaiah 61:1-3 is a text that applies to the true 
church, and reads: “ The spirit of Jehovah is upon 
me; because Jehovah hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap­
tives, and the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound [this prison is the bondage to creeds, false 
doctrines and church systems under which millions 
of people arc restrained today] ; to proclaim the ac­
ceptable year of Jehovah, and the day of vengeance 
of our God.” Again, in 1 Peter 2 :9  we read: “ Ye 
are a chosen generation, . . . that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.” And in 2 Corin­
thians 5:20 we read: “ Now then we are ambassadors



for Christ, as though God did beseech by us: we pray 
in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.”

All these and many other texts tell us the mission 
of the church; and the apostle adds: “ Be thou faith­
ful unto death, and I will give thee [the] crown of 
life.” (Rev. 2:10) There can be no misunderstanding 
about the matter, and those who do not serve as the 
Lord’s ambassadors now will be no part of the bride 
of the Lamb beyond the veil. It is not the work of 
the church to try to convert the world now; neither

to dabble in the politics of the world, nor to engage 
in any of its reform movements. Those who do these 
things are unfaithful to the mission which God has 
given his church to do. The true church must pro­
claim the name, the purpose and the works of Jeho­
vah God; they must show forth his praises; must be 
his witnesses in the world, proclaim his gospel, and 
preach his coming kingdom, which will bring the 
resurrection of the dead and the blessing of all fam­
ilies of the earth.

WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT?
[Thirty-minute radio lecture]

THE morning is coming, good people! The man 
in the watclitower says so, and lifts up his 
voice to shout out the good news to the world! 

Aren’t you glad ? For all over the earth the common 
people are sighing, “ Would God it were morning!” 
—Deut. 28: 67, 66 .

With this night, this gloom, this perplexity upon the 
world, the people cannot be or feel secure about their 
lives and their little measure of happiness and of 
peace. Though in the deep dark of night, the world 
is not standing still; no, it is moving on somewhere 
in the darkness as though on the surface of a stream 
in an unlightcd cavern. No telling where or when 
the falls will be reached, and then—well, it is an un­
easy feeling just now. Don’t you think so, Mr. Busi­
ness-man? And don’t you also, Mr. Politician? And 
how about you, Mr. Social-reformer? And you, Mr. 
Laboring-man ?

It is quite unnerving to be in the dark and on the 
move, and so everybody thinks that somebody ought 
to do something. Hence lawmakers, and financiers, 
and reformers, and labor leaders, either with or with­
out the advice and approval of religion, are trying to 
dp something. They do not admit that they are at 
their wits’ end, for they are still trying, as if there 
was something yet to experiment with that had not 
already proven a failure. Here we are, more than ten 
years after the signing of the Peace Treaty, and yet 
the words of “ the prophet of Nazareth” are more 
true today than ever, “ Upon the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roar­
ing; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for look­
ing after those things which arc coming on the earth. ’ ’ 
—Luke 21: 25, 26.

Is there not a prophet somewhere in the land who 
can really assure us that this fright-marked time will 
not get worse or that there is some way out before 
the worst is reached? Of course, there are those who 
are looked up to as business prophets, others as polit­
ical prophets, all reliable authorities according to 
business and political standards. How shall we take

their statements and predictions ? No matter who such 
prophets be, it is merely the mind of man that speaks 
through them. They are fallible, just as all other men 
are; and God’s Word says: “ It is better to trust in 
the Lord than to put confidence in man.” “ Thus saith 
the Lord: Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, 
and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth 
from the Lord.”—Ps. 118: 8 ; Jer. 17: 5.

What we need to hear today is the word of inspira­
tion, the voice of divine infallibility, the voice of the 
One ‘ ‘ declaring the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient times the things that are not yet done, say­
ing, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure”. (Isa. 46:10) That One is Jehovah, the 
God who speaks to us in his holy Word of prophecy. 
To his written Word we must take heed, as the Apos­
tle Peter himself stated, saying, “ We have also a 
more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a 
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise 
in your hearts: knowing this first, that no prophecy 
of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For 
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the holy [spirit].”—2 Pet. 1:19-21.

Why is there so much talk, talk, talk, by men of 
affairs in the world today? It is in reality because 
God has put the world to silence before him. IIow so ? 
Because none of the world can answer God and justify 
themselves as to their course of ignoring him and the 
perfect counsel contained in his holy Word. The 
challenge that God issued over two thousand years 
ago applies today: “ Let all the nations be gathered 
together, and let the people be assembled: who among 
them can declare this, and shew us former things? 
let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be 
justified: or let them hear, and say [of God’s Word], 
It is truth.” (Isa. 43:9) In fact, all that men of 
affairs can answer is, as prophetically stated in Jere­
miah eight, verses fourteen and fifteen: “ Why do we 
sit still? assemble yourselves, and let us enter into



the defenced cities, and let us be silent there: for 
the Lord our God hath put us to silence, and given 
us water of gall to drink, because we have sinned 
against the Lord. We looked for peace, but no good 
came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble!”

The Hebrew word meaning silence is dumah. 
Anciently there was a town of that name in the Near 
East, in what was called Seir, or Mount Seir. Seir 
was inhabited by the enemies of God’s cause. It was 
sometimes called ‘‘the mount of Esau” (Obad. 8 , 19, 
21) because peopled by descendants of Esau who 
sold his birthright for a mess of pottage. Hence, Seir 
prophetically pictured the Devil’s world organiza­
tion; in fact, the name “ Seir” is a close relative to 
the Hebrew word sa-ir, which means goat, satyr, and 
devil. Thus God’s prophecy used the town of Dumah 
in Mount Seir to picture today’s world organization, 
blustering with much talk but unable to justify itself 
before God and doomed to come to utter silence before 
God.

In the prophecy of Isaiah twenty-one, verses eleven 
and twelve, the Lord pictures night’s darkness hanging 
distressfully over Dumah, the town of silence. Someone 
in Dumah is very anxious, and is eager for the night 
and its terror to pass away. The prophecy says: “ The 
burden [that is, the oracle] of Dumah. He calleth 
to me out of Seir.” In fulfilment of this prophecy 
in our day, the people who feel the oppression of Sa­
tan’s world organization and who begin to sense the 
approaching breakdown of so-called “ civilization” , 
are calling out. What are they saying? The proph­
ecy says: “ Watchman, what of the night? Watch­
man, what of the night?”

Very likely many of the radio listeners can find in 
these prophetic words the expression of their own 
minds and hearts. You are honest-hearted; your eye­
lids are not puffed out with the fatness which pros­
perity brings (Ps. 73:7) so that your eyes are closed 
and cannot see the true world situation today. You 
know that although this is claimed to be a day of 
great enlightenment, yet materialistic science, ques­
tionable politics, and hard-fisted finance, have not, in 
all they have said thus far, given you an illuminating 
answer that brings you positive comfort and hope and 
certainty. As far as you are concerned, they might 
just as well keep silent in their defenced places. You 
discern that there is a nighttime upon the world, a 
night disturbed with piteous weeping due to sickness, 
accidents, calamities and death; a night of widespread 
poverty, of unemployment of men and women who 
honestly want work, of injustices and oppressions 
practiced on the poor multitudes, of increasing crime, 
a delirium of pleasure-seeking, a steady failure of 
human schemes, and a struggle for life growing ever 
harder and more burdensome. You long for the dawn­
ing of a better day; just as it was foretold long ago 
that the people would say: “ When shall I arise, and

the night be gone? and I am full of tossings to and 
fro unto the dawning of the day.”—Job 7:4.

God’s sacred Word is the only book that explains 
the night which has been upon the earth since the 
year 1914. That Book accurately foretold the condi­
tions and events that would begin at that date; it 
even foretold the date 1914. Hence if it is correct in 
forecasting the date and the events marking it, it 
must be accurate in assigning the reason for those 
events. What is the reason?

Nineteen centuries ago the foulest crime in this 
earth’s history was committed. It was the murder of 
God’s chief Son, Jesus. That murder was framed in 
order to prevent something which was in the interest 
of all the people, living or dead. The enemies of Je­
sus resorted to murder, thinking to prevent thereby 
the setting up of the kingdom of God on this earth, 
with Jesus as its King. In plain terms the Bible names 
those who were Jesus’ enemies. No, not the publicans, 
harlots, nor the so-called “ sinners” of the day, nor 
the common people, for “ the common people heard 
[Jesus] gladly”. The enemies of Jesus were the 
religious leaders of that time, the chief priests, elders, 
scribes, Pharisees, lawyers, the members of the Jewish 
supreme court, and the Herodians who were political 
office-seekers. Jesus had plainly told them, “ The 
kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to 
a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.” (Matt. 
21:43) They knew therefore that if he should be­
come king they would not be given any political offices 
or favors, and besides, they would lose what popular 
and political and ecclesiastical powers they were then 
enjoying. Why should they want Jesus as king? or 
why let him bring the loss of what advantages they 
had in hand ? The interests of the afflicted and suffer­
ing common people never touched their grossly selfish 
hearts.

However, the chief enemy of Jesus was invisible. 
It was the Devil; his name Satan means “ enemy, or 
adversary”. Satan knew that for Jesus to succeed 
meant the loss of everything for himself. Satan was 
“ the god of this world”, or, as Jesus called him, “ the 
prince of this world.” With the exception of Jesus 
and his faithful followers, all the people of the earth 
worshiped him in one form or another. He was not 
backward in boasting to Jesus that he (Satan) held 
all the kingdoms of this earth as his earthly organiza­
tion; and he had legions of fallen angels in heaven 
who made up his invisible, heavenly organization. If 
Jesus became king, all this would be ruined for Sa­
tan. To forestall any such thing Satan used the re­
ligious leaders and their sympathizers, who because 
of selfishness were glad to play into the Devil’s hands. 
The nailing of Jesus to the cross followed.

Little did Satan calculate on the greatness of God’s 
power to raise Jesus from the dead; nor did he ap­
preciate, apparently, that it was not God’s will for



Jesus to rule as a king of "flesh and blood” over man­
kind, but that Jesus should be an invisible King, rul­
ing from heaven, in the same manner as Satan has 
misruled earth’s peoples from heaven. Hence, God 
permitted Jesus to be persecuted and put to death, 
because if Jesus was to furnish a sin-offering for man­
kind’s transgression he must die innocently on their 
behalf; thus he would offer up a sacrifice that would 
precisely counterweigh the perfect human life that 
Adam had forfeited by yielding to the Devil. Hence, 
also, God resurrected Jesus from the dead, not as a 
man, but as an invisible, spirit or heavenly creature, 
no more able to die, but now immortal, divine.

Forty days after his resurrection Jesus ascended 
up to heaven to appear in the very presence of God 
with his sin-offering. Jesus was at that time fully 
entitled to the kingship over the human race by virtue 
of his being anointed with God’s spirit and his faith­
fulness to God even to the death of the cross. But it 
was not then God’s will nor time for Jesus to begin 
the active exercise of his authority as earth’s right­
ful Ruler. God had purposed a later season for this. 
Hence it is written that when Jesus ascended to God 
"The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.” 
(Ps. 110:1,2) And, then "the Lord shall send the 
rod of thy strength out of Zion [saying]: rule thou in 
the midst of thine enemies” .

Logically, the time for Jesus’ enemies to be made 
his footstool is at the end of the world, which means 
nothing else than the end of Satan’s uninterrupted 
rulership of the people of this earth through his 
wicked organization. From ancient Egypt down to 
the mighty systems of our day, the great Gentile (or 
non-Jewish) world powers have all been part of Sa­
tan’s organization, even though some of them have 
camouflaged themselves under the name "Christian 
nation”. Therefore the end of the world means also 
the end of what Jesus called "the times of the Gen­
tiles”, that is, the end of the age during which the 
human governments of the nations have ruled the peo­
ple by sufferance of God, but not by divine right. By 
time measurements which are mathematically prov­
able, the Bible fixed the year 1914 as the date when 
God’s sufferance would cease or "the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled”. At that most important date 
of human history Jesus must begin to rule the earth in 
the midst of his enemies.

By good proofs contained in the Bible and sup­
ported by facts in evidence on earth today, God’s 
sacred Word points out that war was declared on Sa­
tan’s organization in 1914, beginning in heaven first; 
and that by at least the time that our World War 
had ended Satan and his wicked angelic organization 
had been cast out of heaven and had been thrust down 
to the neighborhood of our earth, which is God’s foot­
stool. While this "war in heaven” was progressing,

the earthly part of Satan’s world organization, name­
ly, the Gentile powers or nations, were involved in a 
world war, and also harassed by famines, pestilences, 
earthquakes, and manifold sorrows. The outbreak of 
these calamities on earth in the year 1914 proved Je­
sus’ prophecy on the end of the world to be correct; 
and of these dire events Jesus said: "All these are 
the beginning of sorrows.” (Matt. 24:2-8) Referring 
to Satan’s being ousted from heaven at that same 
time, the book of Revelation, chapter twelve, verse 
twelve, says: "Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye 
that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth, 
and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, 
having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath 
but a short time.”

And now, all those of you who call out of Seir, say­
ing, "Watchman, how far is the night gone!” (Roth­
erham) "Watchman, what of the night?” do you 
now understand why the nations of earth have been 
in a night of such darkness since August, 1914?

The Devil is enraged at his overwhelming defeat in 
heaven and his abasement to the earth, and conse­
quently since the close of the World War it has been 
‘Woe to the earth and to the sea’. And the people 
sorely feel it too, even though they do not understand 
it.

But how does the watchman answer the question 
called out to him? Before examining the prophetic 
answer, we might first ask, Who is this watchman? 
He is the man on the lookout up in the watchtower. 
The prophecy uses him, not to foreshadow a certain 
man or a single individual, but to symbolize a class 
of faithful men and women of God in our day, who 
have a higher view of things than the naturally- 
minded people of the world. This higher view comes 
to them, not because of a higher worldly education, 
but because they arc completely devoted to God and 
have his spirit, a spirit of enlightenment which search­
es and reveals "the deep things of God” . (1 Cor. 
2:10) They are in the watchtower in that they take 
the Bible as their guide and have the loftier, advanced 
and future view of things that the Bible gives. They 
are not lulled to sleep by pleasures or care of selfish 
worldly things or by what the political or business or 
denominational prophets have to say about conditions 
coming back to "normalcy” ; but they keep awake 
and watch to see the fulfilments of God’s Word of 
prophecy which prove that the rule of earth’s new 
invisible King, God’s anointed Son, Jesus, has begun.

This watchman class is none other than the body 
of genuine followers of Jesus throughout the earth 
who are engaged in preaching "this gospel of the 
kingdom . . . for a witness unto all nations”, and 
for whose warning Jesus long ago said: "What I say 
unto you I say unto all [my followers], Watch.” 
(Mark 13:37) When these witnesses of God arc re­
buked and reproved by the worldly-wise and high-



minded ones, they respond in the language of Ilabak- 
kuk, chapter two, verse one, “ I will stand upon my 
watch, and set me upon the [watch] tower, and will 
watch to see what he [the Lord] will say unto me, and 
what I shall answer when 1 am reproved.” It is to 
this class of true Christians that the w a t c h t o w e r  
n e t w o r k  lets out its facilities.

What, then, does “ the watchman” answer as to the 
night? He does not answer in words of human wisdom 
or human origin, but in words which God’s Book, the 
Holy Scriptures, puts into his mouth; for all other 
words are foolish, unreliable, and in fact influenced 
by the Devil. Isaiah’s prophecy tells us: “ The watch­
man said, The morning comcth, and also the night.” 
Many would see little consolation in such an announce­
ment, that the morning is coming, but also a night. 
They would respond, What! more suffering? Yes! 
The true watchman class is just as honest as is God’s 
Bible, and as plain-spoken too. Though the morning 
of joy and blessing is surely coming, this night must 
come as prophesied. It must come, otherwise the glo­
rious dawn of day cannot come. It is a night par­
ticularly upon Satan’s organization, but the peoples 
who are in bondage to that organization will also feel 
to a great extent the depths of that night.

Satan is not yet bound; he has merely been cast 
out of heaven and down to this earth. He still has a 
lot of fight left. The Bible says he has now “ great 
wrath” , and consistent with this fact his organiza­
tion is manifesting extreme activity so as to hold its 
grip on mankind’s affairs. But the night which God’s 
watchman declares is coming will utterly wipe out 
that execrable organization and will end with the tight 
binding of the Devil. It is Jehovah God, the great 
Deliverer, who brings this jet-black night upon his 
enemies and the enemies of mankind. (Nah. 1: 8; Isa. 
45:7) You may think it is dark now, and it is; but 
Jesus called the World War, beginning in 1914, and 
the accompanying famines, plagues, earthquakes, and 
distresses, merely “ the beginning of sorrows”. Re­
ferring to the approaching night, he said: “ For then 
shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world, . . .  no, nor ever shall be.” 
—Matt. 24: 21, 22.

In this same prophecy on the end of the world, Je­
sus pointed out that the days of this great tribulation 
would be shortened by an intermission period between 
the World War and the final tribulation upon or­
ganized wickedness. This period of peace would be

taken advantage of by the company of God’s watch­
men to obey his command to preach about the setting 
up of God’s government over man. In other words, 
Jesus prophesied that after the close of the World 
War “ this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto all nations: and 
then shall the end come”. For more than ten years 
now those who are serving as watchmen, or witnesses 
for God, have been proclaiming this kingdom-gospel, 
and it is manifest that the end of Satan’s world or­
ganization is not now far off. For this reason God’s 
watchmen advise the people everywhere to flee God’s 
sword of destruction that is about to smite the Devil’s 
organization, and to align themselves on the Lord’s 
side. God’s Word says: “ Seek the Lord, and ye shall 
live. . . . Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live; 
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, shall be with you, 
as ye have spoken. ” “ Seek him that . . . turneth the 
shadow of death into the morning. ’ ’—Amos 5: 6,14, 8.

How cheering to know that the loving Jehovah will 
disperse the death-pall of the night and that the dawn 
of a new, pure and holy life will arise for the people, 
with Satan’s darksome organization in desolate ruins, 
Satan himself bound, and Christ Jesus, as earth’s 
rightful Ruler, in full charge of all mankind’s in­
terests and affairs! The prophet says: “ Weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” 
And, “ Unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of 
righteousness arise with healing in his wings.” 
(Ps. 30:5; Mai. 4: 2) With the advent of the morn­
ing the wounds that Satan’s organization has in­
flicted upon the human race will be healed; their 
broken hearts will be bound up, even though it re­
quires God to go so far as to bring back their beloved 
dead from the graves. Best of all, the breach of peace 
and harmony between God and man will be healed by 
that great Sun of righteousness, the great Mediator, 
Christ Jesus. And the whole earth shall be flooded 
with the light of eternal day, for it is written in the 
prophecies that “ the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea”.—Ilab. 2:14; Isa. 11:9; Jer. 31:34.

For this reason God’s watchmen in the watchtower 
are glad to tell forth this message, world-wide, with­
out money and without price. And to all who would 
have further information on this glorious theme of 
God’s dawning kingdom, they say in the words of the 
prophecy: “ If ye will inquire, inquire ye: return, 
come [again].”

N o w e a p o n  that is formed against thee shall prosper;
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judg­

ment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the serv­
ants of Jehovah, and their righteousness is of me, saith 

J  ehovah.—Isaiah.
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am 7.30-8; Thu pm 7-8
Columbus ........................... W CAn

Sun pm 12-1, 9-10 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

am 9-9.30; Thu pm 7.30-9
Mansfield ............   WJW

Sun pm 9-10

OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma City .....   K FJF

Sun am 11-11.30; Thu pm 
8-8.30

OREGON
Medford .................  KMED

Sun pm 7.30-8
Portland ................   KGW

Sun am 10-11*
P ortlan d .....................   KTBR

Sun pm 1-1.30 (German, 
every other week)

PENNSYLVANIA
Altoona ...............................  WFBG

Sun pm 7-7.30
Erie .................................... WEDH

Sun pm 12.30-1 (Polish, 
first and third, monthly) 
(Slovak, second and fourth, 
monthly)
(Ukrainian, fifth, monthly) 

Sun pm 9-9.30 (English)
Oil City ...............................  VVLBW

Sun pm 5-5.30
Philadelphia ..............    WIP

Sun pm 2.30-3.30 (German, 
Greek, Italian or Polish) 

Wed pin 3.45-4 (English)
Pittsburgh .............................  KQV

Sun pm 1-2, 7-8; Fri pm 8-9
Reading ............................. WRAW

Sun pm 6.30-7.15 (first, 
monthly)

SOUTH DAKOTA
Sioux F a l ls ............................ KSOO

Sun am 10-11

TENNESSEE
Memphis .............................  WREC

Sun pin 1.30-2

TEXAS
Corpus Christ! ............   KGFI

Sun pm 3-3.30
Dallas .....................   WR1{

Sun aui 9-10
Galveston .....................   KFLX

.w c o c (Spanish, every other week)
Houston ......................... ..... KPUC

Sun am 9.30-10 
San Antonio ................ ..... KTSA

KGHL Sun pin 1-2; 1.30-2 (Spanish,
fourth, monthly)

KGIR Waco ............................... .... WACO
Sun pin G.45-7.30 (every

other week)

KGBZ UTAH
Salt Lake City ............__  KDYL

Sun pm 3.15-3.30

WXBF VIRGINIA
P etersburg..................... .__ WLBG

Sun piu 7-S
WOCL

WASHINGTON
WBBU Bellingham ................... ..... KVOS

KOMO

KPQ

Sun ain 10-11*
Seattle .....................

Sun am 10-11*
Spokane ........................    KHQ

Sun am 10-11*
Wenatchee .............

Sun pm 1-1.30
WEST VIRGINIA

Huntington ........................  WSAZ
Thu pm 4-4.30

WISCONSIN
Madison ...............................  WIBA

Sun pm 1-1.30 (first, third, 
monthly)

Milwaukee ........................... WISN
Sun am 10-11
Sun am 9-11 (Polish, every 

other week)
Sun am 11-11.30 (last, month­

ly, German)

•  n orth w est network program.


