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aF will atana wpon my watch o3d will set my foot
«paon the Tower, and will watch go sca what He will
say unte me, and what answer I shall make to phom
that oppose me~—Habakkuk 21

O earth alatreas of mations, with exity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts falling them for fear, and for
loop:i-n:h:tte:'thmr things which aro eom!nv:rg:x thg ‘earth: for the powers of hesven shall be shiaken. , ., When these things
begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom of God fs at hand, Look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh.—Luke 21:25-31; Matthew 24:33; Mark 13:20,



THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of aiding the

people to understand Jchovah’s purposes, It provides

systematic Bible study in which all its readers may regu-
larly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
reports thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadeasting.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed word of
Truth, It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as tho
fundamental doctrine Ly which all doctrines are measured. It
is free from parties, sects and crecds of men. It does not as-
sume a dogmatie attitude, but confidently invites a careful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
Word, of God. It does not indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalitics.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEIIOVAX is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the Logos
became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothied with all power in heaven and in earth.

THAT GOD created the carth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinncrs and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life a
sacrifice for man and thercby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as the
redemptive price for man,

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose
of Jelovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Ilead and body, consti-
tutes the ‘“seed of Abralam’’ through which all families of
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returncd and is now present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE IIOPE OF THE PEOPLES of ecarth is resto-
ration to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that
the reign of Christ will afford opportunity to every man to
have a fair trial for life, and those who obey will live on earth
for ever in a state of happiness.
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VACATION

The vacation date for the Bethel family office and factory
foree at Brooklyn is fixed for the two weeks beginning August
18 and ending September 1, 1930. This gives two tull wecks.
During that period of time there will be no general convention,
and therefore all who take advantage of this period for vaca-
tion may arrange for speeial field service wherever they spend
their vacation.

As to all other countries, it will be desirable to have the va-
cation in the same period if convenicent. If not convenient, the
local managers will fix the vacations in the countries respee-
tively to best suit the convenicence of the majority of the breth-
ren.

The elasses will please have these dates in mind and send in
any orders two wecks in advance, so that they ean be filled
prior to August 18, as no orders to the office will be filled
during the time above mentioned, the period of vacation. Dur-
ing the period of vacation the Bethel home will be closed,

SERVICE CONVENTIONS
(In each instance class scrvice director’s name and address appear.)

Duluth, Minn. July 18-20
Gahriel Alveson, 1610 W. Supcrior St.
Polish: A. Jazinski, 3140 Restormel St.

Titusville, Pa, July 18-20

J. A. Schneider, 508 Jones St.
Portland, Me.
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T. A. Overman, 3323 N, 28th St,
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Polish: 8. Snajder, 23 Montgomery .Av.,
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P, T. Hoeck, 4510 Pennsylvania
Greek: Ivan Koletis, 802 Grand Av.
Wheeling, W. Va, August 15-17
J. A. Knight, 313 Jacquett, Bridgeport, Ohio
Greck: N. Karnelis, 39 Eleventh St.
Polish: 8. John Zielinski, Elmer Av, Box O, Hollidays
Cove, W, Va,
Tulsa, Okla.
O. R. Covey, 317} W. Third St.
Colored: James Creadington, 836 N. Kenosha
Dallas, Tex. August 29-September 1
Paul Telkamp, 3247 Culver St,
Springfield, Mass. August 29-September 1
A. E. Poor, 437 Riverdale St.,, W. Springficld
Polish: John Baltrueyk, 213 Cass St.
Newark, N. J. August 29-September 1
H. C. Schieman, 345 N. 12th St.
Colored: Jas, Crews, 165 Frelinghuysen Av.

*Instead of July 18-20 as announced in July 1 issue,

August 8-10

August 15-17

August 22-24
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BEARING FRUIT

“Herein is my Father glovified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.”’—John 15:8.

honor to his word and name and to fully vindieate

himself before all his creatures and that he will
do so by employing the servieces of his beloved Son.
The birth of the babe Jesus was announced amidst
a song of praise to Jehovah God because he whom
God would use to bring glory to his name had come.
For many centuries the good angels of heaven had
watched the wicked one lead his wicked host in bring-
ing reproach upon the name of God. Now God, with
the birth of Jesus, began to make known to the host
of heaven in a tangible form that he would send
forth his mighty One to bring honor to his name.
Learning this the angelic host sang together: ¢‘Glory
to God in the highest, and on ecarth peace, good will
toward men.”’—Luke 2:14.

2In due time the man Jesus entered upon the per-
formance of his covenant, and he faithfully per-
formed it. God had made a covenant with Jesus for
the kingdom. Because of his faithfulness and dili-
gence in preaching the message of the kingdom the
leaders of Isracl not only rejected him, but sought
his life. They attempted to suppress the truth, and,
being unable to do that, killed the Lord of glory.

2 At the time the words in the text above quoted
were spoken by the Master his carthly ministry was
done. He was about to take his departure from his
disciples who for three yecars and more had sat at
his feet and learned of God’s purposes, On that same
night he had partaken of the last passover, and was
now about to fulfil the type. He had instituted the
Memorial of his own death, and after this had told
his disciples of the covenant that God had made with
him for the kingdom ; and then he invited the eleven
faithful ones to enter into that eovenant with him
that they might share with him in the kingdom. They
had signified their desire to do so. The time was op-
portune to give them some special instruetion which
not only would be heneficial to those cleven men, but
Jikewise would be beneficial to all thercafter who be-
licved on the Lord Jesus Christ and who would be-
come his footstep followers.

¢ This is the proper sctting of the text, and the

JEHOVAH has expressed his purpose to bring
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true situation at the time Jesus spoke the wonderful
words contained in John the fifteenth chapter, verses
one to eleven. We may know that he would be keenly
interested in telling his disciples what was necessary
for them to fulfil their covenant for the kingdom.
They had heard him tell the elergy of Israel that the
kingdom should be taken from them beeause they had
not brought forth the fruits thercof, and now Jesus
was instrueting his disciples of the necessity of bring-
ing forth the fruits of the kingdom in order to per-
form the covenant concerning the kingdom. It is
clearly seen therefore that the ‘fruits of the kingdom’
mentioned by him to the Pharisces, and the ‘‘fruit’’
mentioned that his diseiples must bring forth, refer
to one and the same thing.

5 That which Jesus stressed on that oceasion was the
importance to the disciples of bringing forth fruit
that the name of Jehovah might be glorified. He was
not telling them of what they must do to glorify them-
selves, Satan had put the word and name of Jchovah
at issue by his challenge to God to put a man on earth
who would maintain his integrity with God. The
determination of that issue in favor of Jehovah would
bring honor and glory upon his word and upon his
name. dJesus had been put to the test in this, that
Satan had uscd every possible means to cause Jesus
to be unfaithful to his covenant with God; but Satan
had failed. Jesus had maintained his integrity under
the test, and now he was about to be put to the final
and crucial test. That test came, and he willingly
went to death, and won. God then raised Jesus up out
of death and ‘gave him a name which is above every
name’ and commanded that all should worship him;
that to him cvery knee shall bow and every tongue
confess that he is the Christ, to the glory of God.
(Phil. 2:7-11) In giving him the name above all
other names the name of dJehovah, of course, is ex-
cepted. Jesus holds the highest name of any creature.

¢ ITow had Jesus brought honor and glory to the
name of Jehovah God? Manifestly by his faithfulness
and unswerving devotion to God under the grcatest
of all tests. Beecause of his faithfulness to Jehovah
he had proven Jehovah’s word and name to be right
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and honorable, Therefore Jehovah gave to him the
kingdom, In like manner must his body members,
taken into the covenant for the kingdom, bring honor
to the name of Jehovah., This they do by faithfully
performing the terms of the covenant with Jehovah,

7 For many yecars the application of the words of
Jesus eoncerning the vine and the branches has been
substantially as follows: That when one is consecrated
to the Lord he becomes a branch in the vine, Christ;
that from that time forward he makes progress and
must develop fruits; that he is first a small tendril,
or feeler; that he then grows into a branch with
leaves, representing his profession; that he then de-
velops a bud and blossom and later hard green fruit
and that this fruit continues to grow and inecrecase
until it is fully ripened and, when ripe, is ready for
the kingdom and God plucks him and takes him into
the kingdom; and that this development is what is
gencrally understood as the ‘‘development of the char-
acter likeness of Jesus Christ’” or ‘“the development
of character’’.—Sce SS, Vol. 5, p. 206; Yol. 6, p. 170;
7 1902, pp. 308-358.

8In brief, the conclusion was that one in Christ
himself develops fruit and produces it and brings his
character to a point that he is ready 1o be a member
of the glorious kingdom of Christ. Surely the Lord
did not mean that individuals could by the developing
of themselves bring themselves into such a condition
that God would need them and would take them in
and make them a part of his kingdom. That would
be equivalent to saying that the individual eould lift
himself up to a point where God would need him.
Such a result could in no wise affect the great issue
of God’s word and name, and surely could bring no
glory to Jechovah God. The interpretation is there-
fore not supported by the Scriptures. Furthermore,
Jesus was not speaking of the fruit of the spirit. It
is necessary to get the proper sctting of any text,
and the circumstanees surrounding it, in order to have
a better understanding. Seceing the situation and the
setting of the text, and the conditions under which
Jesus spoke the words, we now come to a consideration
of the real meaning thereof.

®In that same conversation Jesus said to his dis-
ciples: ‘I go away to prepare a place for you; and I
will come again and reccive you to myself, that where
T am there ye may be also.” Undoubtedly that place
mentioned by him meant Clod’s organization which he
has prepared and given to Jesus, and of which Jesus
is the Head, and is, to wit, the kingdom. It is the
new organization, and that which beeomes the eapital
of God’s universal organization. It is the holy Jeru-
salem. In order for his followers to be instructed as
to what would be required of them, Jesus used the
vine and the branches as an illustration. As hereto-
fore stated in The Weatch Tower, and supported by
the Seriptures, both a tree and a vine represent a
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living ereature, and, when good, represent an instru-
ment in God’s hands, used for his purposes,

1 He begins this diseourse with the words: ‘I am
the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.”
(Vs. 1) By this he plainly says that Jehovah is the
one who has planted the vine because he is the one
that sclected and appointed Jesus 1o the position of
the great High Priest and chief Exeeutive Officer and
Head of the kingdom. It is Jchovah’s vine or tree
and Jehovah’s fruit which he produces. Without the
Father Jchovah, nothing could be aeccomplished;
therefore Jesus was acting specifically upon the in-
struction from Jchovah and as his instrument. Those
who would be associated with Jesus in his organiza-
tion and kingdom are likened unto branches in that
true vine, and every branch will be required to bear
or bring forth fruit ; and those who put forth an effort
in obedience to the commandment to bear or bring
forth fruit God would prove or disapprove, that they
might be enabled to more efficiently perform their
covenant. This is supported by verse two.

11 Then Jesus proeceeds to tell his diseiples how
they became members or branches in the true vine.
It is manifest from his words that one is not a branch
in the true vine from the very moment he is begotten
or brought forth as the son of God. The great com-
pany or those who will form that company are cach
brought forth as sons of God, yet at no time are any
of them branches in the true vine. The disciples of
Jesus were Jews and in the covenant with (fod which
he made with the nation of Isracl, with Moses as the
chief one. Jesus had now told them the truth, to
wit, that he is the Messiah whom Moses foreshadowed
and that God had appointed him to be the King and
Ruler and that through his kingdom God would accom-
plish his expressed purposes. Having believed upon
the Lord Jesus Christ as the Messiah, God transferred
them from the covenant with Moses to the eovenant
of sacrifice of Christ, that they might be a part of
the sced of promise.

12 His diseiples believed Christ Jesus, and so con-
fessed him, and declared their purpose to follow in
hig footsteps. Therefore he said to them: ““Now ye
are clean through the word which I have spoken unto
yvou.”” (Vs. 3) IHaving been transferred from Moses
to Christ, these faithful men had heen given to Jesus
by Jehovah as his own, Jesus had manifested the
name of Jehovah to these faithful men, told them of
his purpose, and told them that if they would abide
by the terms of the covenant for the kingdom they
would be permitted to brine glory and honor to the
name of Jehovah. This conelusion is clearly supported
by the words of Jesus in John 17:6: ‘I have mani-
fested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me
out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest
them me; and they have kept thy word.”

13 These men had not yet been anointed of the holy
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spirit., That anointing they received at Pentecost.
They were, however, in the covenant of Christ for the
kingdom, and henee God confirmed and ratified that
covenant at Pentecost by anointing them with his
spirit.

14 Ginee the days of the apostles others have been
brought into Christ in this manner: By exercising
faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ as the Re-
deemer ; by a full consceration or agreement to do the
will of God; by being justified by Jchovah and then
taken into the covenant by sacrifice and brought forth
as the sons of God, or spirit creatures. To all such
the call to the kingdom was given. Some responded
to the call, but many did not; as Jesus stated: ‘‘Many
are called but few chosen.’” Those who responded to
the call and continued faithful and were chosen re-
ceived the anointing as members of the hody of Christ,
some reeeiving it before the Lord came to his temple,
end the more gencral outpouring of the holy spirit
taking place at the time the Lord came to his temple.

15 ¢“Christ’’ means the ‘‘anointed’” One, and no
one is truly in Christ as a branch in the truc vine
until he is anointed. It is the chosen and anointed
ones that must now prove faithful unto death if they
would be made members in the kingdom of glory. 1t
is to this class or company that the words of Jesus
concerning the vine, the branches, and the fruit, are
addressed. These must have been begotten of the
spirit, manifested the fruit of the spirit, and been
anointed of the spirit, beforc they are in the class
which Jesus addresses in this fifteenth chapter of
John. That of itself shows that the fruit of the spirit,
and the bearing the fruits, or bringing forth the
fruits of the kingdom, do not refer to the same thing.

16 Jesus (the vine) and his body members (the
branches) are one in this, that he is the lead, and
dircets the course of action of his body, and works
under the direction of his head, the husbandman Je-
hovah, and the body members bear the fruit, or do
work as directed by the Head; and this oncness he
proves by his words: ‘“Abide in me, and I in you.
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itsclf, except it
abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in
me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: he that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth
much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.”’—
Vss. 4,5,

17 This further proves that those who are in the
body of Christ, in order for them to abide there,
must bring forth the fruits of the kingdom, and must
bring them forth according to the commandments
of the Lord. One in Christ and then failing or re-
fusing to bring forth or bear the fruits of the kingdom
is taken away and destroyed. ‘“If a man abide not in
me, he is east forth as a branch, and is withered ; and
men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and
they are burned.”” (Vs. 6) This does not mean that
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such fall back into the ‘‘great company’’ class. Be-
ing in the covenant for the kingdom, there is no
alternative: they must prove faithful if permitted to
abide in the vine and ultimately to be of the kingdom
in glory. No greater emphasis could be laid upon
the vital importance of bringing forth or bearing the
fruit,

8 The real purpose of bringing forth or bearing
fruit is not to develop the individuals, but to bring
honor or glory to Jehovah God’s name. So long as
one abides in Christ, and even though he mects with
many difficulties in bearing the fruit, he may ask
what he will, in harmony with God’s way, with the
assurance that all things shall be caused to work to-
gether for his good. ¢‘If ye abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that
ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.”’
(Vss. 7,8) This is further eorroborated by Paul’s
statement in Romans 8: 28.

1 How could one of most sweet, beautiful and
pious character, as these words are generally under-
stood, bestow any glory or honor upon Jehovah God?
Surcly no crcature by growing te perfection could
thercby glorify Jehovah. It is what the ereature does
in obedience to God’s commandment that brings honor
and glory to God. Looking back over the history of
Christendom, in brief this is what we find: A man of
high moral standing in his community, strietly honest,
chaste, virtuous, gentle and kind and diligent in striv-
ing to be just to his fellow men, regularly attends
some church organization at least on Sunday, is called
a real Christian, and he has been regarded as a model
Christian and as one bearing real fruit. For many
years he pursues this course apparently consistently.
His head grows hoary with age and his locks hang
down upon his shoulders and give him a pious ap-
pearance. His face is kind and sweet, and in this con-
dition his days draw to a close. Many look upon him
and say: What a beautiful character this man has!
Surely God will give him a high place in his heaven-
ly kingdom because he is fully ripe and recady to be
plucked, and taken unto God for his purposes. The
good man may never have brought forth any fruit
of the kingdom whatsoever. He may never have even
been taken into the covenant by sacrifiee, but, having
some faith in God, he lived what he considered to be
a good life. Surely he was never taken into the eove-
nant for the kingdom, and therefore could not bear
any fruit of the kingdom. If fruit-hearing means the
development of a good ‘‘character’ it might be well
said that the man here deseribed met the require-
ments; but fruit-bearing does not mean “‘character
development’’, by any means.

THE FRUIT

2% What, then, is meant by *‘bearing fruit’*? Again
it is stated that Jchovah is the husbandman and the
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fruit is God’s fruit., The kingdom is God’s; and the
fruit of the kingdom, thercfore, is that life-sustaining
substance provided by Jehovah for the benefit of his
ercatures; to wit, the truth concerning God and his
purposes. That the truth is Jchovah’s there cannot be
the slightest doubt. ¢“Thy word is truth.” (John
17:17) To know God and his purposes through Christ
Jesus means life, and it is the fruit of the kingdom
that brings life and sustains life. Christ Jesus and
his body members, all one, are like one tree or vine.
As a tree or vine holds forth or holds up the fruit
upon which men feed and grow strong, even so Christ
and those who ahide in him hold forth the fruit of
the kingdom, the vital, sustaining truth which is pro-
vided by Jchovah and given to sustain the life of
creaturces.

21 The word ‘‘bear’ used by Jesus concerning the
{ruit does not mean to produce or grow fruit. It
means to carry, to uphold, to move, and to bring forth
and serve. In verse two of the fifteenth chapter of
John the word ‘‘bear’’ is used ecxaetly as the words
“‘bringeth forth’’ are used in verse five. Conecerning
the same fruit, the words of Jesus concerning the king-
dom are these: ‘“The kingdom of God shall be . ..
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.”’
Without a question of doubt Jesus referred to the
same fruits mentioned by him in the fiftecenth chapter
of John, and again lays down the rule that those
who will be of and possess the kingdom are the'ones
that bring forth the fruits therecof and that no one
can be of the kingdom who does not bring forth or
bear the fruits thereof.

HOW DONE

22 How can a Christian bear or bring forth fruits
of the kingdom? The Secriptural answer is, by obey-
ing the commandments of God to preach the gospel
of the kingdom. The commission that Jehovah be-
stows upon all who are brought into the body of
Christ is to preach the gospel of the kingdom. (Isa.
61:1-3) These must (1) preach or bring forth the
fruits of the kingdom to those who are of Zion and
who are God’s people. These need the life-sustaining
substance, the fruit of the kingdom of God, and it
is the privilege and duty of those anointed in Christ
to carry this fruit to one another. Ience by love they
are serving one another. (2) The anointed are com-
missioned to tell the good news of the kingdom to
all who are teachable and who desire to be taught.

23 Jehovah God is the King Eternal. Ilow many
know that fact? Not very many. To his anointed ones
Jehovah says: ““Ye are my witnesses, . . . that I am
God,”” besides whom there is none other. (Isa,
43:10,12) He sends forth his anointed to give testi-
mony of this fact, and this is bearing the fruit of
the kingdom by tclling the people how the blessings
will come to them,

% Many have made a covenant to do the will of
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God and all such are begotten of Jehovah and are
called to the kingdom. The greater number have
cither failed or refused to respond to the call. They
have said in substance: ‘We will grow sweet and good
and meet together and study and meditate upon
God’s Word, and thus we will develop the Christ-
like character, and thus continue until we are ripe,
and then God will take us into the kingdom.’ They
do not even respond to the call for the kingdom and
present themselves a living saerifice unto God. A
small number do respond to and aceept the eall and
go forth with a zeal peculiar to the Lord’s house,
showing their devotion to Jehovah.

% The days of pruning arrive and the separation
begins and progresses. It is well known from the facts
that from about 1875 to 1918 all the Lord’s people
walked together. In 1918 and 1919, at the coming
of the Lord to his temple, all were subjected to a
severe test. Why did the Lord do that? The answer
is that this was a severe pruning experience, that the
faithful might be made manifest and might bring
forth more fruit. (Vs. 2) Shortly following the-end
of the World War, and the coming of the Lord to
his temple, he gave the commandment to the pruned
oncs, or diseiplined ones, and to these said: ‘‘This
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations: and then shall
the end come.”’—Matt. 24: 14,

26 Those who had been faithful and diligent in obey-
ing the commandments of the Lord and had thus
shown their love for God and for Christ, upon them
the Lord then bestowed even greater love. To these
approved ones the invitation was given to ‘enter into
the joy of the Lord’, and this is in harmony with
the words of Jesus: ‘‘As the Father hath loved me,
so have I loved you; continue ye in my love. If ye
keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love;
even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and
abide in his love. These things have I spoken unto you,
that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy
might be full.”” (Vss. 9-11) God has taken Jesus and
his body members into partnership with him for the
kingdom. Those on carth have some work to do, and
they are made members of the ‘‘faithful and wise
servant’’, Their work is then to bring forth or bear
the fruits of the kingdom, and this they do by dili-
gently looking after the interests of the kingdom.

WHO IS DOING IT

27 The nation of Isracl fell beeause it did not bring
forth the fruits of the kingdom. ¢‘Organized Chris-
tianity,’’ or ““Christendom?’, has failed because it has
brought forth no fruits of the kingdom, but, on the
contrary, has brought forth a death-dealing corrupt
fruit of Satan’s organization. All human schemes are
contrary to God’s kingdom ; therefore corrupt. Dur-
ing the past fifty ycars many who have agreed to do
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God’s will have failed to bring forth any fruits of
the kingdom, and because thereof have been turned
aside and become members of the ‘‘evil servant’’.
Who, then, on carth today is included in the class
bringing forth or bearing the fruits of the kingdom?

28 There is but one organization; and that we call
“‘the Socicty’’, which forms a part of God’s organiza-
tion. Those who are wholly devoted to God and who
are diligent in proclaiming the message of his king-
dom and testifying to his glory and his works are
bringing forth the fruits of the kingdom. Every one
of the kingdom class must preach the gospel. The ma-
jority of them preach the glad tidings by carrying
the message of the kingdom in book form to the peo-
ple. The ‘““evil servant’’ class represent the great
enemy, and under his influence insist that the Society
is a book-selling arrangement operated for the benefit
of man. This charge not only is false, but is a blas-
phemy against God beeause it brings reproach upon
him and his work., Anyone who belicves that charge
should at once cease the work of placing books in the
hands of the people.

29 If the books are simply the scheme of men, then
the followers of Christ Jesus should have nothing to
do with them. If the books contain the message of
God’s kingdom, that message is not man’s, but Je-
hovah’s message. It is his truth, and hence consti-
tutes the fruits of his kingdom. If you believe such
is true, then do not permit the encmy to beat down
your courage or cause you to slack your hand in
preaching the gospel, Go and put the message of
truth in the hands of the people, that they may know
who is the true and Almighty God. The more the
gospel is preached by one, the more that one honors
or glorifics the name of Jehovah, This undoubtedly
is the meaning of the words that Jesus spoke in verse
cight. Some have been earnestly and actively engaged
in going from house to house, for a term of years,
putting in their best efforts to spread the message of
the kingdom and to speak for Jehovah. Such are
bringing forth fruits to the glory of God. There is no
organization under the sun aside from the Watch
Tower Bible and Traet Soecicty, which we commonly
call “‘the Society’’, that is today engaged in thus
honoring the word and name of Jehovah; and in thus
doing tlese are bringing forth the fruits of the king-
dom.

30 (Jod has chosen and pruned his faithful remnant
that they might bring forth much fruit 1o his honor
and glory. These have learned wisdom by obeying
God’s ecommandments and have entered into the joy
of the Lord. For their benefit it is written: My son,
despise not the chastening of the Lord; ncither be
weary of his correetion ; for whom the Lord loveth he
correcteth: even as a father the son in whom he de-
lighteth., Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and
the man that getteth understanding, For the mer-
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chandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver,
and the gain therecof than fine gold. She is more
precious than rubies; and all the things thou canst
desire are not to be compared unto her. Length of
days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches
and honour. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and
all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to them
that Iay hold upon her: and happy is every one that
retaineth her.”’—Prov, 3:11-18.

81 Happy is the anointed of God who bears the mes-
sage of God’s kingdom to others, that the Word and
name of Jchovah might be made known. By this
means, and this alone, can his creatures on earth now
bestow glory and honor upon his name.

32 Prior to the coming of the Lord to his temple
there were some of the Lord’s sons on earth diligently
engaged in preaching the gospel. After the coming
of the Lord to his temple the faithful were brought
into the temple and the holy spirit poured out upon
all regardless of their former position or whether
they were male or female, and then it became the priv-
ilege of all to do preaching. That explains why there
have been more really zealous ones in the field work
during the past few yecars than before, and also why
many who claim to be in line for the kingdom have
fallen away. Those having the opportunity to bear
the fruits of the kingdom and failing to do so have
beed gathered out and turned aside. The Lord has
sent forth his angels to gather them out because they
beecame offended at his methods and work iniguity or
take an unlawful course.~Matt. 13: 41, 42.

33 No one who has the spirit of the Lord will be so
foolish as to deccive himself, or be deeeived, by saying
that he can follow a loose, immoral and unchaste
course of action and justify himself therein upon the
ground that he does not have to ‘“develop character’’,
Each creature is a chavaeter. No ereature develops
a character separate and distinet from himself, Each
ereature or character should strive at all times to keep
himself fully in harmony with the will of God. At
the very beginning he should heed the admonition
of the Lord's Word and ecleanse himself from all
filthiness of the flesh and the spirit, and perfeet holi-
ness in the Lord. To elean up and wholly devote one-
sclf to the Lord is the way to obey this seripture. It
is casy to see, therefore, that merely pursuing a course
of virtue in thought, word and action is not sufficient.
The son of God must do that and much more. He
must perform his covenant. e does so by bearing the
fruits of the kingdom to others. The more zealous and
faithful he is in so doing, the more pleasing he is
to God, and the more he honors his name, Blessed is
the one who has the privilege now of bearing the
fruits of the kingdom!

3 The rule that Jesus announced shows that no one
can be of the kingdom who fails or refuses to avail
himself of opportunities that come to him to bring
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forth the fruits of the kingdom, Since the Lord has
laid down this rule, why should he take any one into
the kingdom who does not obey his commandments
and do it joyfully?

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

* What, then, is the distinetion between the fruits
of the kingdom and the fruit of the spirit? It is
written in Galatians 5:22,23: ‘‘But the fruit of the
spirit is love, joy, pcace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meckness, temperance: against such
there is no law.”” Note that the seripture says, not
fruits, but ‘‘fruit of the spirit’’, and that the ‘“fruit
of the spirit is love’’. The other things mentioned
in the same text necessarily accompany love. Love
means an unselfish devotion to God in obeying his
commandments. Those who are begotten and anointed
of the holy spirit, in order to be faithful, must be
perfect in love, that is to say, must devote themselves
wholly to Jehovah and support his cause and do his
service and do it unselfishly. It is the holy spirit of
God operating in the creature that develops love in
him and therefore results in the fruit or outgrowth
of the spirit. He who is unselfishly devoted to God
is in the joy of the Lord, and he has the pecace of
God. He suffers long and yet maintains his eonfidence
and his integrity to God; he is gentle and manifests
goodness and much faith; he is meck or teachable,
and he is temperate, or exercises self-control. But none
of these things are the fruits of the kingdom,

36 Tt is the life-sustaining substance of God’s Word
of truth which constitutes the fruits of the kingdom,
which the child of God must bear or bring forth and
serve to others.. There is thercfore a wide distinetion
between the fruits of the kingdom and the fruit of
the spirit.

37 But how is one perfected in love, which is the
fruit of the spirit? Not by means of idleness and
indifference concerning the witness work. He proves
his love by keeping the commandments of God. This
is the day of judgment, since the Lord has come to
his temple ; and concerning this and love it is written:
‘‘Hercin is our love made perfeet, that we may have
holdness in the day of judgment: because as he is,
so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but
perfect love casteth out fear; because fear hath tor-
ment, Ile that fearcth is not made perfect in love.”’
(1 John 4:17,18) He who fears to offend any part
of Satan’s organization or fears that some one will
not think so well of him, and for that reason refrains
from a bold proclamation of the message of the king-
dom at this time, is not perfeet in love. It is those
who love the Lord that are bringing forth the fruits
of the kingdom,

THE REMNANT

38 There was a remnant of the nation of Isracl that
remained faithful to God. It was that remnant that
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came to a knowledge of the truth during the earthly
ministry of Jesus and at Pentecost and shortly there-
after. That remnant of Israel foreshadowed the rem-
nant of the eonsecrated who are on earth particularly
at the end of the world. At the time Christ Jesus
came to his temple there were a number of people on
earth who had made a covenant to do the will of
God, many of whom had not responded to the eall for
the kingdom. These not having responded to the call
for the kingdom, to be sure, had not been taken into
the covenant. Probably some who had responded to
the call became unfaithful. The separating work be-
gan with the beginning of the judgment at the house
of God. Then the faithful and approved ones Jesus
put in one class and designated them that ‘‘faithful
and wise servant’’, To these he committed all his
goods. The ““‘fruits of the kingdom®?, ““his goods,’’ the
‘‘talents’” and the ““pounds”’, all mean the same thing,
and all mean the kingdom interests.

3 God committed to Jesus Christ the great work
of giving the testimony econcerning his Word and
name. To those who were approved at the judgment,
and have been brought into the covenant for the
kingdom, and who eontinue faithful, the Lord has
committed the obligation of giving the testimony on
earth, Hence these are spoken of as the remnant that
keep the commandments of God and have the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ. (Rev. 12:17) Those of the
remnant have been anointed by the Lord; hence the
words of the apostle apply to them: ‘‘As ye have
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ve
in him: rooted and built up in him, and stablished in
the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein
with thanksgiving.’’—Col. 2:6, 7.

40 As the remnant of Isracl was made manifest, so
now the remnant of spiritual Israel is made manifest.
This remnant has escaped or been brought out from
and made separate from the less faithful ones who
were of Jerusalem, the general organization of the
Lord on earth. Hence it is written of and concerning
the faithful remnant now on earth: ‘And the rem-
nant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again
take root downward, and bear fruit upward: for out
of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that
escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the Lord of
hosts shall do this.’’ (Isa. 37:31,32) Rooted and
grounded in Christ, made separate and distinet from
the world, these bear the fruit of the kingdom up-
ward to the glory of Jechovah God, and continue to
sing forth the praises of his name.

SUMMARY

41 Summing up the matter, then, it is eclecar to be
seen that of all those on carth who have agreed to do
God’s will, only a remnant thercof are approved and
receive the ancinting and show their faithfulness to
the eovenant. These are in the covenant for the king-
dom and they are bearing the fruits of the kingdom
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to the Lord’s glory. They do this by carrying the
message of the kingdom of God to others who are in
need of this life-sustaining message of truth.

42 Those who will continue to diligently perform
their covenant to the end will receive, according to
God’s promise, an abundant entrance into his everlast-
ing kingdom. Continuing to bring forth faithfully
the kingdom interests or kingdom fruits, these shall
dwell in the house of Jehovah forever, beholding his
beauty, and will continue to learn of him and give
Jehovah God the devotion, honor and glory that is
due his name, With joy these will sce in the kingdom
the full and complete vindieation of the word and
name of the Most High.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

9 1. Show the appropriateness of the announcement by the
angel of the Lord at the birth of Jesus, and of the song
of the attending heavenly host,

4 2-4. Describe the situation at the time the words of our
text and the context were spoken. Why would Jesus be
keenly interested in instructing his diseiples as here
recorded?

§ 5, 6. What is it that Jesus particularly stressed on that
occasiont What is the test to which every Christian is
brought? How only can that test be favorably met?

9 7, 8. Show whether the former application of Jesus’ words
concerning the vine and the branches was correct.

9 9, 10. Give the meaning of Jesus’ words, ‘I go away to
prepare a place for you.’ What was his purpose in speak-
ing the parable of ‘the vine and the branches’? Explain
his opening statement, ‘‘I am the true vine, and my
Father is the husbandman.’’ Identify the ‘‘branches’’.
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9 11-13. Describe how Jesus’ disciples became ‘branches’’ in
this ‘‘vine’’,

9 14, 15. Explain how others, since the days of the apostles,
have come into that relationship. Account for the faet
that ‘‘“many are called’’. Why ‘‘but few chosen’’t

9 16, 17. How only can one ‘‘abide in the vine’’f Just how
do these branches ‘‘bear fruit’’f How do Jesus’ words
in verses four to six definitely settle the question of
‘dropping back into the great company class’t

4 18, 19. What is the purpose of this fruit-bearing? Apply,
“‘Ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto
you.”” Show whether ¢‘character development’’, in what-
ever measure attained, could result in ‘bringing forth the
fruit of the kingdom’.

7 20, 21. What is the ‘‘fruit of the kingdom’’t Define the
word ‘‘bear’’, as here used.

9 22, 23. Then how can a Christinn bear or bring forth the
fruit of the kingdom¢ Show whether this harmonizes with
Isaiah 61:1-3 and 43: 10, 12,

4 24-20. Account for the severe test that came upon the Lord’s
people in 1918 and 1919. Describe the result of that test.

T 27-31. Prove that there is on earth today a class, and only
one class, bringing forth or bearing the fruits of the
kingdom. Identify that class,

9 32.34. Explain why during the past few years there have
been more zealous workers in the field than formerly.
Account also for the falling away of many, Ilow only
can one perform his covenant and honor Jehovah’s name?

T 35, 36. Distingnish clearly between the fruits of the kingdom
and the fruit of the spirit.

9 37. How is a Christian perfected in love?

9 38-40. In regard to a remnant, compare the situation at
Jesus’ first advent with that at his coming to his temple
at the 2nd of the world. How is the remnant made
manifest?

9 41, 42. Sum up the matter here considered. What privilege
awaits those who continue faithfully bringing forth the
fruits of the kingdom?

DIVINE FOREKNOWLEDGE: PROOF THAT JEHOVAH IS GOD

[Thirty-minute radio lecture]

a study, honestly and persistently continued,

not only will give the student a better and
grander conception of the wisdom, justice, love and
power of Jehovah God, but will inerease his reverence
for, and his gratitude to, the one who is the Author
of his existence, and the Giver of every good and
perfect gift that he possesses. Men have made a mis-
take in the past in claiming that the greatest study of
mankind is man. Any study of man for the purpose
of exalting man, invariably results in making the
student arrogant, proud, boastful, stubborn and con-
ccited. The reason for this is that sueh a student
eredits all the wealth, knowledge and inventions
which men possess to the ability and prowess of men,
and soon gets to the point where he denies that there
is a God.

Any study of man from the standpoint of his being
one of the fearful and wonderful creations of God,
and for the purpose of getting a better knowledge of
God, of course is entircly proper. Such a study of
man will lead the student to have more humility,
reverenee, love and gratitude in his heart; and if per-
sisted in, it will eventually lead him to become the

THE greatest study of man is Jehovah God. Such

faithful servant of the most high God. All the in-
ventions, all the attainments, all the possessions and
all the blessings that men have, are direet gifts from
God. He gave to man his mind, with its inelination
toward study, investigation and invention. He made
all the laws and prineciples which govern and control
everything in the universe, and ereated all the material
upon which man works.

It is a well known faet that every great invention,
every discovery of science, and every known fact, was
stumbled upon, originally, by its discoverer. The
great chemists experiment and experiment, for many
years, and then, purely by accident, discover some-
thing; and having discovered the original principle,
which was there all the time and was placed there by
an all-wise and loving Creator, the chemist uses his
inventive and investigative powers, which God gave
him, and further elahorates on his discovery. Who,
then, should be eredited with the discovery? Certain-
ly not the chemist. He did not make a single one of
the laws, faets, or materials involved in the discovery.
Just so the mining prospector does not know where
the gold or diamonds are; but someone discove
purest accident, some cvidences that there is



218

diamonds in that vicinity. Then, using the evidences
that God has provided, he locates the lodes and, as
a rule, proceeds to give himself eredit for the dis-
covery, and forgets the great Creator, who made the
gold and placed it there for the blessing of mankind.

Thus, through long centuries, the name and the
majesty of the great Jehovah have been overlooked ;
and gradually mankind have come to laud and rever-
ence and honor the ercature more than the Creator.
They worship the created thing (mankind) more than
the One who created it.

It would seem almost incredible that the great Je-
hovah must have proofs brought forward to show to
his creatures that he is the one supreme God, and
therefore the only One entitled to worship. Yet this
is a fact, and the purpose of this lecture is to produce
another proof that Jehovah is God. In this matter
of vindicating his own name Jehovah is very patient
and considerate, and has provided two most wonderful
books, which are open to anybody who honestly de-
sires to investigate. These two books are the Bible
and the book of nature; and both testify to the very
same thing, namely, that there is but one God, that
he is the Creator of all things, that his wisdom, jus-
tice, love, and power far transcend those of men.

It is probably true that imperfeet man cannot fully
and properly comprehend the attributes of Jehovah;
and in large measure this is due to the fact that all
men are imperfect both in organism and in their
reasoning faculties. But the studious, thoughtful and
reverential man can approximate these attributes by
a carcful study of the two books divinely provided.

Jesus himself said: ‘‘Scarch the scriptures; for
. . . they are they which testify of me.”” The psalmist
declares that ‘‘the heavens deelare the glory of God:
and the firmament sheweth his handywork’’. Thus we
have proof that God intended man to investigate
these books.

There could be no greater or more eonvineing proof
of the majesty of Jehovah God than the fulfilment
of propheey exactly on time and exactly as foretold.
The chief rcason for foretelling future events is to
prove the majesty of Jehovah; and what is known
as human history today is made up, in large measure
at least, of prophecy fulfilled. These fulfilments are
so marked that every sensible man should be able to
convinee himself that Jehovah is God, and worthy
of his heart’s best devotion and service. These fulfil-
ments will convinee the teachable and reverential.
But the proud, the arrogant, the selfish, the wilful
and the high-minded will not be convineed; and for
their stubbornness and wilfulness they must die the
second death.

God could not inspire one of his prophets to fore-
tell future cvents unless he had accurate forcknowl-
edge of that event. This fact alone places the great
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Jehovah on a plane far above any of his ereatures;
for no man, no, not even an angel, can forctell future
events.

For many years God inspired Noah to warn the
people of a coming flood. Thus God used Noah to
utter a propheey. Today the fact of the flood is found
recorded in history over 4,000 years old, and this item
of history is indisputable; for the evidences of the
flood are found with us today, so that all scientists
admit the fact. Before the flood the people scorned
Noah’s prophetic utterance, and later suffercd death
for their folly and arrogance.

In Leviticus 26: 14-39, God told the nation of Isracl
that if they failed to keep their covenant he would
scatter them among the Gentile nations, where they
would be a byword and a hissing for a long period
called ‘seven times’. This foretold period of punish-
ment began when Nebuchadnezzar carried the Isracl-
ites to Babylon, in 606 B.C., and ended in 1914, ex-
actly 2520 years later. In Jewish reckoning, a time is
a Jewish year of 360 days. Seven times would be
seven times 360 days, or 2520 days; and the Lord
through his proplet tells us that, in propheey, a day
counts for a year.—Ezck. 4:4-6; Num. 14: 34,

In Jeremiah 31 and Ezckiel 37, God foretold that
he would bring the nation of Israel back into their
own land again after the expiration of their punish-
ment, and plant them again in their own land. This
prophecy is now being fulfilled before our eyes. The
people of Isracl are now returning to Palestine, and
slowly but surcly establishing a government there.
And this has oceurred since the ending of their seven
times of punishment,.

Again, in Matthew 24:7 is a propheey uttered by
Jesus, telling of a great world war followed by fam-
ines, pestilences and earthquakes in divers places.
Jesus said that these events would be signs or proofs
that the world had ended. The fulfilment of this
propheey began in the year 1914, with a great world
war, which was followed by the foretold famines,
pestilences and earthquakes, exaetly as predicted.
Most of the people now living have witnessed this
fulfilment ; but like the people in Noah’s day, they
are heedless of the warnings given by fulfilled proph-
ecy, and are so busily engaged in accumulating money
and in caring for all their earthly intcrests that they
do not realize they are rushing headlong to the battle
of Armageddon, which will soon burst on the carth
in all its fury.

The first advent of our Lord was foretold, that he
would be born of a virgin, and also that he would be
born in Bethlehem of Judea. It was foretold that he
would ride into tlhe city on the colt, the foal of an ass;
that his familiar friecnd would betray him; that he
would be despised and rejected of men, and that he
would be erucified. All of these propheeics have been
fulfilled to the letter, and are now matters of history.
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Yet there are people who deny that there is a God,
and refuse to acknowledge his majesty and power.

God is very patient with members of the fallen
race, and has made many other prophetic statements
to convince man that he is the great, supreme God.
He has foretold many important events that are to
take place in the very near future. But a few are
here mentioned. He foretold that the nations of earth
are to be dashed to picees as a potter’s vessel (Dan.
2:44; Ps. 2:9; Rev, 11:15) ; that the nations shall
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears
into pruning hooks, and learn war no more (Isa.
2:2-4; Mie. 4:2-4; Ps. 46:9); that the desert shall
blossom as the rose, and that the lion and the lamb
shall lic down together and a little child shall lead
them (Isa. 11:6-9; 35:1,2); that there shall be a
resurrection of the dead; that the Devil shall be
bound for a thousand years (John 5:28,29; Rev.
20:1-4) ; that there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain (Rev. 21:4); that the knowledge of the Lord
shall eover the carth as the waters cover the sea; and
that the time is coming when_every knce shall bow
and every tongue shall eonfess that Jehovah is God
and is worthy of all praise and worship.

Man is so perverse and wicked and stupid that he
will require all these evidenees to convinee him of the
goodness and love of God. On the other hand, God
is so kind, so long-suffering and patient, that he has
been willing to forbear with mankind for six thousand
years and to furnish every needed evidence, that man
might learn to love and honor him.

There are many propheeies of a coming battle that
will completely destroy all the politieal and the finan-
cial as well as the religious organizations of carth.
This battle is ealled in the Bible the ‘‘battle of that
great day of God Almighty”’. Men call it ‘‘the battle
of Armageddon’’. This battle will destroy every evil
and oppressive institution of earth, and at its close
Satan will be bound for a thousand years. This battle
is a battle between Jesus Christ as the representative
of Jehovah God on one side, and the wicked, cruel
and relentless Satan on the other. The Seriptures
assure us that Christ will win and that Satan will
lose. The purpose of the battle is not only to destroy
all evil institutions, but to liberate men from the
power and tyranny of Satan’s organization and its
deeeptions. It will freec men from ignorance, super-
stition, autoeracy, tyranny, oppression and every
other bondage.

Another objeet which God has in view in instituting
this battle is to prepare the ecarth for the new gov-
crnment, the reign of Jesus Christ. Manifestly Sa-
tan’s empire could not exist at the same time that
Christ would set up his kingdom; hence Satan’s is
to be destroyed.

For the past ten years God has been serving notice
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on Satan that Armageddon is approaching, and that
his kingdom is to be destroyed. e is also warning
the people that if they stay in Satan’s organization
and cooperate with Satan in this fight they, too, will
be destroyed. This prophecy will soon be fulfilled.
Jdehovah will clear the carth of everything evil and
corrupt and of every evil and selfish person, prepara-
tory to establishing his kingdom of rightecousness,
peace, justice and love.

Satan is well aware of this faet; and for a number
of ycars has been preparing for the battle. He is or-
ganizing his forees in the earth, bringing them to-
gether in a solid, eompact body, beeause he recognizes
the fact that in union there is strength. We can bet-
ter comprehend what that battle will mean when we
understand God’s purpose in establishing his king-
dom. God purposes to have just one government un-
der the whole heaven, not fifty odd, as there are now.
It was Satan that divided the nations and govern-
ments, and thus introdueed jealousies and selfishness,
and started wars. It was Satan that divided the peo-
ple into about two hundred religious camps, and thus
started religious bigotry and persccution, as well as
the hundreds of false doctrines about God and the
Bible. It was Satan that organized the great oppres-
sive financial monopolies of earth, which profiteer at
the expense of the people. These three elements of
Satan’s empire are to be destroyed in this great battle.

To keep his kingdom intact, Satan is trying to or-
ganize a league of nations, a federation of churches,
and giant mergers of big business. His object in form-
ing thesc unions is self-preservation and the preserva-
tion of his kingdom on earth. Of course, all these three
elements hate those who are announcing their doom,
and so are united in their opposition to the message
that proclaims Armageddon near. The object of the
league, federation and unions is to perpetuate these
institutions which God has determined to destroy.
Henee all their effort to unite is really opposition to
the cstablishment of Christ’s kingdom. Hence the
psalmist says that the kings of the carth and their
rulers and their great men take counsel together
against the Lord and against his enointed.—Ps. 2: 2.

The League of Nations is the last desperate cffort
of Satan to weld his kingdom into one cohesive whole,
s0 as to preserve it from destruetion by the great
King of Glory, who is now setting up his kingdom on
carth. The Scriptures foretell the League of Nations,
its utter failure and its final destruction, as one of
the uscless things that cumber the earth. Let us
examine some of these texts,

The second Psalm reads (verse 1, margin): *““Why
do the nations tumultuously assemble {league togeth-
er}, and the pcople imagine a vain thing [namely,
that they can avert destruction] ’”’ Verse 2: ““The
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take
counsel together [in peace conferences], against
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Lord, and against his anointed [the Lord’s anointed
are his people on the earth].”” Verse 3: ‘‘Saying, Let
us break their bands asunder, and cast away their
cords from us.’’ (This text indieates that in some way
the kings and rulers are being bound. It is the truth,
which exposes their cvil organization and its purpose,
that is binding them.) Verse 4: ‘“He that sitteth in
the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in
derision.”’ Verse 5: ““Then shall he speak unto them
in 'his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.”
Verse 6: Jchovah says, ‘““Yet have I set my king
upon my holy hill of Zion.”” Ah, yes; it was in the
year 1914 that Jchovah set King Jesus on the throne.
Now listen to verses 8 and 9. Jchovah speaks to his
Son, saying, ‘‘Ask of me, and I shall give thee the
nations for thine inheritanece, and the uttermost parts
of the carth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them

. in pieces like a potter’s wvessel.”” In verses
10, 11, and 12, Jehovah utters a warning to the ruling
classes of earth, as follows: ‘‘Be wise now, therefore,
O ye kings; be instructed, ye judges of the earth,
Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish by the
way, when his wrath is kindied but a little.”’

This entire chapter is a warning from the Lord to
those who are aiding Satan in the work of resisting
the Lord in the establishment of his kingdom. Doubt-
less many of these are opposing unconsciously, and
it is for this reason that attention is called to this
warning at this time. The Lord is now serving notice
on Satan and those who are members of Satan’s or-
ganization on earth, that he intends to destroy the
same. This notice will also serve to warn those who
are ignorantly serving Satan, so that they can get
out of his service and take their stand on the Lord’s
side in this great fight. All opposition will be a
failure and will result in disaster to the opposers.

Attention is called to another text which indicates
the divine forcknowledge. It is another propheey that
the rulers of carth, politieal, finaneial and religious,
would league and federate together, to perpetuate
Satan’s kingdom on earth; and it points out the com-
plete failure of such lecagues and federations. This
propheey is recorded in Isaiah 8:9-13. Verses 9 and
10 read: ‘‘ Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye
shall be broken in picces: and give car, all ye of far
countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in
picees; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in
pieces. Take counsel together, and it shall come to
nought ; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for
God is with us.”’ In verses 11 to 13 the Lord addresses
his econscerated saints on the carth at the time these
leagues and federations are going on, saying, ‘‘The
Lord spake thus to me with a strong hand, and in-
structed me that I should not walk in the way of
this people, saying, Say ye not, A confederacy [a
league], to all them to whom this people shall say, A
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confederacy ; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.
Sanetify the Lord of hosts himself; and let him be
your fear, and let him be your dread.’”” Thus in most
positive langnage the Lord warns his chosen people
to have no part in these federation and league move-
ments.

There are three reasons why the Lord’s people
should take no part in them: First, the Lord commands
them to take no part; second, these leagues, federa-
tions and unions are in opposition to the Lord and his
work; and third, we are specifically advised and
warned that they will fail to accomplish the work
which they seek to do.

Many are the warnings which God has plaeed in his
Word, regarding the coming destruetion of the Devil’s
organization. He placed these warnings there so that
the honest-hearted and noble-minded people of carth
might not be found fighting against the Lord. Dut
we find few people who read the Bible and still fewer
who believe it. Why is this so? The answer is, Sa-
tan has used thic members of his organization to dis-
credit the Bible so that the people will give no heed
to the warnings when these are sounded out. The
great religious leaders of earth have brought reproach
on the Bible; they have taught the people to have no
confidence in it. They tell the people that it consists
of allegories, old wives’ fables, folklore and child’s
stories. They tell the people that they will go crazy
if they study it too much; that it is an old fiddle on
which you can play any tune, and in many other ways
bring the Book into reproach and econtempt and under-
mine confidence in it.

In Jeremiah 6:10-14 is another warning, which
reads: ‘‘To whom shall 1 speak, and give warning,
that they may hear? behold, their ear is uncircumeised,
and they cannot hearken: behold, the word of the
Lord is unto them a reproach; they have no delight
in it. Thereforec I am full of the fury of the Lord;
I am weary with holding in. . , . For from the least
of them even unto the greatest of them every one is
given to covetousness; and from the prophet even un-
to the priest every one dealeth falsely., They have
healed also the hurt of the daughter of my peoplo
slightly, saying, Pecace, pcace: when there is no
peace.’” In 1 Thessalonians 5:3, the Apostle Paul
adds his warning in these words: ‘““When they shall
say, Peace and safety ; then sudden destruction cometh
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and
they shall not escape.’’

All the efforts put forth by men or devils eannot
bring peacc; ncither ean they hinder the establish.
ment of Christ’s kingdom. Cod’s power to forcknow
events has resulted in many warnings to the peoples
of carth; and these warnings are now going out all
over the earth, in many languages, by books and
literature and over one hundred thirty radio stations.

Satan’s kingdom is now falling. It is making its
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last stand against the Lord. Jesus Christ has taken
his power and begun ouster proceedings against Sa-
tan. The message is now going out, even the very
words spoken by the prophet: ¢ Associate yourselves,
O ye people, and ye shall be broken in picces.”” Even
now the Lord is laughing in derision at the puny
efforts of men and Satan to thwart his purposes.

In the coming great battle of Armageddon it will
be demonstrated that Jehovah is the one supreme God;
and his name will be completely vindicated. His di-
vine forcknowledge has given us another warning of
the fall of Satan’s empire, in Daniel 2:44, which
reads: ‘‘In the days of these kings shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be de-
stroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.”’

The forcknowledge of Jehovah God will be dem.
onstrated again after the battle of that great day of
God Almighty has finally and for ever destroyed Sa-
tan’s wicked and oppressive organization from the
earth., That demonstration will be a most wonderful
one. God has foretold a resurreetion of the dead, both
of the jusi and of the unjust. (Aects 24:15; John
5:28,29) Such a demonstration of the forcknowledge,
as well as the wisdom, justiee, love and power of
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God, ought to convince the most skeptical that Je-
hovah is God ; and it ought to close for ever the mouths
of boastful, bombastie, conceited men so that they will
never again set themselves up as wiser than God and
therefore more worthy of praise and honor than is
Jehovah,

The great kingdom of Christ, a thousand years long,
will establish a perfeet and lasting peace on earth,
This, too, was forecknown and foretold, in Isaiah
9:6,7, which reads: ““For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given, and the government shall be
upon his shoulder; . . . of the increase of his govern-
ment and peace there shall be no end.”

It was this forcknowledge of God, coupled with
his absolute power, that caused him to utter by the
prophet these words: ‘“‘Look unto me, and be ye
saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and
there is none else. I have sworn by myself, the word
is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall
not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, and
every tongue shall swear.”” (Isa. 45:22,23) When
this propheey is fulfilled, it will be manifest to all
that Jehovah is God, that he is supreme, that there is
none other like him, and that he is worthy to be
praised for ever and ever.

THE PATH

OF TRUTH

[Fifteen-ininute radio lecture]

HAT is truth? A heathen ruler asked that

\X/ question of Jesus. Jesus, accused of being
a bolshevist or revolutionist who was trying

to overturn the Roman government, answered the
charge, saying: ‘‘My kingdom is not of this world:
if my kingdom were of this world, then would my
servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the
Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.”
When the ruler asked: ‘‘ Art thou a king then?’’ Je-
sus answered : ““Thou sayest that I am a king. To this
end was I born, and for this eause came I into the
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth,
Every one that is of the truth hearcth my voice.”’
Did Jesus bear witness to the truth? His enemies
had him arrested for committing no offense save that
he taught the people, and they suborned witnesses to
bear false testimony against him. Nevertheless, Jesus
stood by all that he had taught, and went to a most
disgraceful and painful death for it. If he had been
a deceiver and seeking his own advantage, glory and
gain, it would have been casy for him to avoid such
sufferings. Ilis very honesty and his unswerving
faithfulness to what he preached should strengthen
our faith that he had the real, all-important truth,
and that he was not ashamed nor afraid to tell it out.
1lis apostles, to whom he committed his word and
teaching, were of the same manner of faithfulness

and honesty, and refused to compromise God’s Word.

It may be argued that many men have been honest
in what they believed, and yet have been under a de-
lusion; hence their honesty was no proof of having
the truth. It cannot be shown, however, that Jesus
was under any delusion. His miracles, duplicated by
no one ever on this earth, prove that he was verily the
Son of God come down to earth for the good of man-
kind. Nothing that has happened or been discovered
from the time of his crucifixion down to our own day
has disproved Jesus’ teachings or made them out of
date. He prophesied of the conditions to exist among
the peoples and nations at the end of this wicked age,
and his prophecies have been fulfilled before our eyes
by the peculiar world events since the year 1914, and
are still undergoing fulfilment. Thus Jesus, after
nineteen long eenturies and in this day of world-wide
unbelief, is econfirmed as a prophet of truth; his word
is proven to be reliable, faithful to fact, and in accu-
rate harmony with what has been and what now is
and what shall yet be.

Jesus said: ““I am the way, and the truth, and {he
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”
(John 14:6) It is most eertain, thercfore, that Jesus
walked in the path of truth, and that there is no error
in the path he trod. Yor sclfish reasons and for the
purpose of avoiding the hardships to be endured
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the path of truth during this evil age, men have per-
verted Jesus’ teachings or added their own supposed
wisdom, and have thus made it to appear that the way
Jesus walked was full of stumblingstones of error.

For instance, men who have claimed to be religious
and to be Bible authorities have taught that Jesus de-
clared himself to be equal with God in power and
glory and one with God in person or body, in fact,
the second person in a godhead of three coequal gods.
Also, that Jesus taught that the unreformable sinners
would be kept alive cternally in the torments of lit-
eral fire and brimstone or in a state of mental torment
worse than physical suffering. Also, that at his sce-
ond coming this wonderful carth and all the magnifi-
cent stars and planets of our visible heavens would be
reduced to smoke and ashes. Also, that until that
dread time the great contest between God and the
Devil was to see whether God could save more people
to heaven than the Devil could drag down to a place
of endless torment, which place is claimed to be the
Bible hell. Also, that God has all along been punish-
ing the people on our earth with calamities, plagues,
horrible accidents, famines, earthquakes, and un-
speakable catastrophes, just because men have not
been converted and been persuaded to become Chris-
iians according to the general notion of what a Chris-
tian is or what he must believe and do to be one. Also,
that in course of time Jesus in heaven accepted the
wicked Roman empire as his kingdom, and that all
the kingdoms and governments which were once part
of this Roman empire have become and are the king-
dom which he promised and taught us to pray for.

Who can deny that such teachings as these have
turned the multitudes away and have hindered them
from walking the path of truth in Jesus’ footsteps?
One of Jesus’ apostles, Peter, prophesied that this
very condition would come, saying, ‘‘There were false
prophets also among the people, even as there shall
be false teachers among you [Christians], who privily
shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the
Lord that bought them, and bring upon themsclves
swift destruetion. And many shall follow their per-
nicious ways; by recason of whom the way of truth
shall be evil spoken of.”’ The very fact that there has
been such a nation-wide eampaign against religion
in what was once called ‘‘Holy Russia’’ testifies that
false prophets or religious tcachers have perverted
true Christianity over there, and how now the real,
genuine way or path of truth is not understood but
is woefully evil spoken of. Undeniably, the increasing
lack of interest in and turning away from organized
religion in all so-called ‘‘Christian’’ lands bears wit-
ness to the same thing.

The International Bible Students Association, ever
since its founding, has becn awake to the root cause
of the trouble, and is endeavoring to call people’s at-
tention to the only remedy. Let the people turn from
man’s teachings and go dircct to the Bible itself as
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the guide in the path of sacred truth. In prayer to
God, Jesus said: ‘‘Thy word is truth.’’ (John 17:17)
That Word in Jesus’ day consisted of only the thirty-
six books of the Qld Testament, and Jesus used those
books as textbooks of truth to teach the people. That
Word today includes the writings of Jesus’ followers
who were inspired by God’s spirit of truth to write
the twenty-seven books of the New Testament.

Modern scientists may be ever so thorough and
painstaking, but when they draw their own conclu-
sions from their findings and discoveries and in so
doing ignore and contradiet the Holy Seriptures, we
may at once be sure that they are off the truth. The
scientists have not given nor can they give the people
eternal life. The only science that will guarantee ever-
lasting life to the people is the truth about God and
his purposes. Whocver wants perfeet and unending
life must study God’s Word and obey it, for Jesus
said: “‘This is life eternal, that they might know thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent.”” Whoever desires to be free in heart and mind
will gain true freedom, not by beeoming an anarchist,
nor even by studying all the so-called ‘‘science’® con-
tained in all the books in the world, but by going to
the Word of the Lord, gaining its knowledge and wis-
dom, and living in harmony therewith. For the Savior
said: ““If ye continue in my word, then are ye my dis-
ciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.”” It is error that makes
dupes and slaves and fools of men.

The world is in a labyrinth of confusion, doubtless
more so now than ever before, Hundreds and hun-
dreds of religions and scientific theories lay claim to
the truth and claim to lead to the light and to the
grander, higher life cternal, but the people know not
what to choose. They continue in their mental dark-
ness and die unsatisfied and in the misery of uneer-
tainty. The Bible propheey of long ago is surely come
true today, which says: ‘‘Darkness shall cover the
earth, and gross darkness the people.’”” (Isa. 60:2)
The people are walking in hundreds of different
paths, The Bible is scoffed at, disbelieved, and neg-
lected, and instead the word of mere men claiming to
be wise is accepted as authority and guide. The great
need of the people is to seck the one and only path of
divine truth. That they can do by forsaking the theo-
ries and systems of men, sccular or religious, and
secking dircet to the unperverted written Word of
God. Back to the Bible! if you would walk in the path
of truth that leads to light, life, and liberty.

Ever since Adam turned his back on God, men have
groped in the path of darkness and death. Satan has
led them there; as it is stated in 2 Corinthians, chap-
ter four, verses three and four: ““If our gospel be
hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in whom the god
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ . . . should shine unto them.”’ But during all
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this period of human darkness and erring, those who
have feared the only true and living God, Jehovah,
and have served him, have walked in the path of
truth. ““A QGod of truth and without iniguity, just
and right is he.”’ (Deut. 32:4) ‘‘The seerct of the
Lord is with them that fear him; and he will shew
them his covenant.’”’ Thus the faithful prophets, in-
spired by the God of truth to record the Old Testa-
ment, walked in the path of divine truth as far as God
was pleased to reveal it to them,

During the Christian cra those who have accepted
only God’s Word as the truth and who have stepped
in Jesus’ footsteps, have walked in the right path. To-
day the path of infallible truth is brighter than at
any previous time. Why? Because the prophecies of
God’s Word are coming true and are proving that we
have reached the ‘“time of the end’’, that is, the end
of the darksome, invisible rule of Satan, the great
blinder and misleader of men and the perverter of
truth. God’s angel said to Daniel: ‘‘But thou, O Dan-
icl, shut up the words, and scal the book even to the
time of the end; many shall run to and fro [that is,
through the pages of the Xoly Scripture, God’s
Book], and knowledge shall be inereased. . . . And
none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise
shall understand.’”’ The wise are they who turn to
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(God’s now unfolding Word of truth and become stu-
dents of that Word, and obey the divine instruction.
The promise is that they shall walk in the path of
truth and be free and gain life abundant and eternal,

The path of truth leads us up to the great fact that
the kingdom of God is begun sinece the year 1914. The
invisible Christ has begun his rcign. The great truth
which Jesus told the Roman governor that he (Jesus
Christ) eame to bear witness unto, was that he was
God's anointed King, and that his kingdom was not
of the wicked world or organization that has con.
trolled the earth till now, but that it was of the world
to come, the new organization which God now pro-
ceeds to establish over mankind. That kingdom now
prepares to restrain Satan and to free men from his
powerful, oppressive ovganization, and to bring life
and truth to our race. By that kingdom of his dear
Son, -Christ Jesus, Jehovah God will lead all the
teachable ones of the human family, the living and
the dead, who shall be restored from the grave, into
the path of truth unto eternal salvation; as it is writ-
ten: ““God . . . will have all men to be saved, and to
come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is
one God, and one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus; who gave himsclf a ransom for all,
to be testified in due time.”’—1 Tim, 2: 3-6,

JEHOVAH GRACIOUSLY GUIDES

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

I must tell you how reading ¢‘The Days of Daniel’’ not
only feasted my mind but flooded it with correlative thoughts
suggested thereby, And to stop their incessant fluttering I
must give them flight. So here goes.

The comprehensive view expressed in this Watch Tower arti-
cle respecsing the importance and significance of the 1260
days, the 1290 days, and the 1335 days, of Daniel’s propheey
concerning the ‘‘time of the end’’ is cogent and indisputable.

However, that which I am trying to call to your attention,
while in hearty accord with the article, has to do with some
important events staging at and since the end of the 1335-day
period and not mentioned in said article.

As clearly stated ip that article, the Cedar Point Convention
held in 1922 was a notable and important event in muny ways
and, not least, in point of its date, since it helped to mark the
end of the 1290-day period and the beginning of the 1533-day
period, which ended in May, 1926,

At that convention, so to speak, we were unwittingly camp-
ing on comparatively new premises and confronted with a com-
paratively new and untried eampaign, We were somewhat like
drowsy and suddenly aroused *‘virgins’’, Ifow graciously Je-
hovalh God appoints our ‘‘times and seasons’’ and guides us
therein! At that convention the slogan ‘¢ Advertise the King
and the Kingdom’’ was representatively voiced, and the echo
thereof still reverberates,

In the year 1921, a year prior to that convention, The Harp
of God came out. Its advent was timely and significant, and
its mission important. Its fransit is phenomenal. 1t is sigmfi-
cant that at that time many of the Lord’s people thought that
the book was intended for chillren. Since then many of us
have been gradually and painfully learning how childishly im-
mature and irresponsible we then were respeeting future ac-
tivities, Iow ten-virgin-like we then were with our low-burn-
ing, smoky, untrimmed lamps! Ilow very much many of us
then neceded to learn in order to be fitted to assume the grave
responsibilities of the incoming kingdom interests!

During the 1335-doy period from 1922 to 1926, as half-

awake and fretful children many of us began to feel gropingly
for our neglected lamps and thereby study our primer, The
Harp of God, preparatory to the intelligent reception of more
advanced literature soon to follow. This unmiversal study of
The Harp helped many indeed; and many others would not
study it, and were not helped.

While The Harp of God added little or no light, it took up
and transferred the light which the Studies in the Scriptures
had hitherto afforded us, and helped us to arise and begin a
systematie trimming of our lamps. It is therefore proving a
much needed help to us in our transition from the Elijah phase
of our work to the Elisha phase thercof, and from our old lit-
erature to our new. Thus for four years we were being special-
ly prepared for the ¢‘lightning flashes’’ from the Lord in his
temple, which he began to show forth since 1926 through the
illuminated pages of our incoming new literature.

As already noted, the 1333-day period ended in 1926, Hence
in that year began the never-ending time of unprecedented
blessings upon God’s ‘“holy people’’. In 192G, in the very be-
ginning of this endless time of ecstatic kingdom joy and bliss,
and augmentative thereto, the book called Delurerance came
out as the precursor of more and increasing light and under-
standing, marking an epoch of unprecedented Bible literary
production and distribution.

Deliverance was followed in 1927 by Creation, in 1928 by
Reconciliation and Government, and in 1929 by Life and
Prophccy. Never before in the history of man were such
record-breaking books written; and their intelligent and sys-
tematic distribution is no less phenomenal., Nothing could be of
more timely aid and benefit to the truth-hungry peoples of
earth than the production and distribution of these instrue-
tive and helpful books; and the appreciation of them ex-
pressed in thousands of letters written and millions of copies
thereof circulated is documentary evidence of a universal need
for them and of their divine approval. Doubtless their mission
helps to fulfil Luke 21: 14, 15.

Your well-wisher,
J. P. MAKTIN, Ohio,
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Saranac Lake ............. WNBzZ
Sun am 10-10.30
Tupper Lake ...cceenue WIDL

Sun pm 3.30-4
NORTII CARQLINA
WN

Greensboro .........ooceeeeen "RC
¥ri pm 6.15-6.45
OHIO
Cinecinnatl .......cccommveneeen WEFBE
Sun pm 5
Cleveland . WITK

§.50-11;
Mon Tue Wed Thu ¥ri Sat

Sun am pm 2-3, 7-8
am 7.30-8; Thu pm 7-8
Columbus . veceneees. WCATL

Sun pm 12
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
30; Thu pm 7.30-9
. WIw

OKLAHOMA
Chickasha ......occooceenemeenenes KoCcw
Sun pm 0.20-7
Oklahoma City ............... KFJF
Sun am 11-11,30; Thu pm
8-8.30

OREGON
Medford ..................
Sun pm 6.30-7
Portland ..........

w.e. KMED

Portland ..
Sun pm

Altoona . WFBG
Sun 1

Erie .. WEDH
Sun )

first' and tlmd monthly)
(Slovak, second and fourth,
monthly)

(Ukrainian, fifth, monthiy)
%un pm 9-9.30 (knglish)
0il Cit WLDW

Sun 5-3.30
Plnl'ldelplna ...................... wip

Sun pin 2.30-3.30 (Germun,

Greelg, Ttalian or Polish)

Wed pm 3.45-4 (IZnglish)

Pittsburgh ..o KQV
Sun pm 1-2, 7-8; Fri pm 8-9
Reading ... ... WRAW

Sun pm6.30-7.15 (first m'thly)

SOUTIT DAKOTA
Sioux Falls ... K800
Sun am 10-31

TENNESSEE
Memphis ...

Sun pm 1.
TEXAS
Corpus Cln‘iséi,3 KGFI
- WRR
Galveston ... KFLX
Sun am 8. 21011
'y other week)
Houston ... .. KPRRC
Sun am
San ANtONIQ ... KTSA
Sun pm 1-2; 1.30-2 (Spauish,
fourth monthly)
Waco ...
Sun_pr . (every
other “ecl\)

TTAH
Salt Lake City
Sun pm 3.15-3

VIRGINIA
Petersburg ...
Sun pm 7
WASHINGTON
Bellingham .. KVvOSs
Sun am 10
Seattle .. . KOMO

Sun am
Spokane .
Sun am -
Daily (except Sun) am 6.43-7
Wenatchee K1'Q
Sun pm 1-1.30

WEST VIRGINIA

Charleston . . W
Sun pm

ITuntington .
Thu pm 4-

WISCONSIN

Milwaukee ...

Sun am 10 .

Sun am 9-11 (Polish, every
other week)

Sun am 11-11.30 (last, month-
ly, German)

Northicest nctwork program.

... KIIQ

"OBU




