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ANGELS IN ZION

““But you have approached to Zion, @ mountain and city of the living God—ithe heavenly Jerusalem; and to
myriads of angels, a full assembly; and to a congregation of firstborns, having been enrolled in the hear-
ens; and to a Judge who is God of all; and to spirits of the righteous made perfect.”’—Ieb. 12: 32, 23,
Diaglott.

PART 2

he dirceted his prophet to write: ‘“When the
Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his
glory.” (Ps. 102:16) Manifestly that is the time the
greatness of Jehovah God begins to appear to his
anointed creatures on the carth. (Ps. 99:2) Zion is
dear to Jehovah, and he makes it his dwelling place,
and out of it he shines.—Ps. 78:68; 132:13; 50:2,
2 Having used his holy angels in his dealing with
his typieal organization, it is also his announced pur-
pose to use them in connection with his real organi-
zation, Prominent mention is made of them in con-
nection with the general assembly of all Jchovah's
approved oncs. Consideration is now given to the
office performed by the holy angels in Zion, which is
his organization.

J’EHOVAH magnified the importance of Zion when

DEFINITION

2 The English word ‘‘angel’’ when used in the Old
Testament is derived from the Hebrew word mal-ak,
meaning a messenger, deputy, ambassador, or one
who speaks for another. Appearing in the New Testa-
ment the word is derived from the Greck angelos, and
is defined as meaning ‘‘messenger’’. The word ‘‘an-
gel’’ as it appears in the Old Testament is often ap-
plied to men as well as to spirit or invisible ereatures.
There are occasions when the Lord Jesus Christ is
spoken of as a mighty angel, because he is the mighty
deputy or chief officer of Jehovah. The text and con-
text must determine who is meant by the word used.

¢ The prophet sent messengers to perform certain
functions, and the word used in the text to deseribe
such messengers is the same word as that translated
““‘angel’”, (2 Sam. 11:23; 2 Ki. 5:10; Judg. 7:24)
Sometimes when God delegated certain work to be
done by a man that man was called a messenger, and
the same word was applicd to spirit erecatures also.
For instance, the prophet wrote: ‘‘Behold, I will send
my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before
me.’”” (Mal. 3:1) John the Baptist fulfilled this

prophecy in miniature and he was a messenger. It
was fulfilled later on a far greater scale and then the
heavenly ereature was the messenger,

$ But it will not do to limit the office of an angel or
messenger to the word used describing that angel ox
messenger. Nor will it do to apply the word to erea-
tures on earth when eclearly the texts show that the
application is to a spirit or invisible ereature. Jesus
sent men to perform certain duties for him and they
were called ‘‘messengers’’, or angels. (Luke 9:52)
In like manner Paul spoke of his brethren as ‘‘mes-
sengers of the chureh’’, (2 Cor. 8:23) Jesus spoke of
those who have to do with the harvest, and these he
called “‘angels”’, using the same word that is trans-
lated ‘‘messengers’’.—Matt. 13:39.

¢ Based upon these texts, probably, and similar
texts, it has been generally said that members of the
church on carth, and who are engaged in the service
of the Lord, are angels. In the light of all the serip-
tures bearing upon the matter, whatever place of serv-
jce the angels of the Lord have and do cxercise there
is no good reason to conclude that the angels and the
members of the church are one and the same or that
they arc to be considered as one and the same in ap-
plying the scripturcs. On the contrary, the aungels of
the Lord are made the ministers to the ehureh. They
ministered to Jesus, the Head of the ehureh, when he
was in the flesh, which proof is set forth in the pre-
ceding issue of The Walch Tower.

7 Paul, comparing the exalted position of Christ
Jesus as the 1Iead of the church with that of the an-
gels, then adds concerning the angels these words:
““Arc they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?”’
(Heb, 1:14) That and like seriptures definitely settle
the matter that the angels of the Lord, and who of
course are spirit ereatures, are sent forth to perform
certain functions for and in behalf of the members of
the body of Christ while such members are in course
of preparation for the kingdom,

179
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& Concerning the relationship between the church
In course of development and the angels Jesus said:
"“Pake heed that ye despise not one of these little
ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels
do always behold the face of my Father which is in
heaven.’”’ (Matt. 18:10) It could not properly be
held that these angels here deseribed act only as mes-
sage bearers to present the prayers of the begotten
ones of the church. As God committed service of
much importance to them in reclation to the Israclites,
his typical people, there is every reason to believe
that he has done somewhat similarly in respect to his
people whom he has sclected for his name. Having
in mind that the word ‘‘angel’’ also means deputy or
representative, it must be true that the angels as-
signed by the Lord to look after the church are
clothed with specific authority as God’s deputics or
officers. When the seriptures are thus used it pre-
cludes the application of such scriptures to any hu-
man creature,

® The prophet of God wrote concerning those who
are brought into the secret place of the Most High
and who abide there. ‘‘For he shall give his angels
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They
shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy
foot against a stone.”” (Ps. 91:11, 12) It is also writ-
ten: ‘“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about
them that fear him, and delivereth them.’’ (Ps.34:7)
Beyond any question of doubt Psalm 91 above quoted
applies to the invisible spirit creatures of Jehovan
assigned to perform specific duties for the benefit of
the church. The text next above quoted uses the word
‘‘angel’’ in the singular and therefore must apply to
the deputy of the Lord who is in charge of the com-
pany of angels assigned to care for the intecrests of
God’s anointed ones on the earth. As the captain of
the angelic host is the only one mentioned as appear-
ing to Joshua, so in this last text ‘“the angel of the
Lord’’ refers to one occupying a position of similar
importance.

1o We know at this time Satan is making his des-
perate attempt to destroy those who keep the com-
mandment of God and who have the testimony of Je-
sus Christ. (Rev. 12:17) It is ecrtain that he would
quickly succeed in his wicked work of destruction
were it not for the protection which God has so
graciously provided. These scriptures advise how he
has made such provision, to wit, by assigning his an-
gels to the performance of that duty.

1 How then ean we harmonize such application of
these scriptures with the faets when we find fully de-
voted children of God mecting with injury or dcath
by accident? It is true that instances are reported
where a consecrated child of God was marvelously
shiclded from physical injury while other persons not
consecrated to the Lord did not eseape. Some have
very unwisely coneluded that because God has pro-
vided protection for them they need not give any
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consideration to their own care. One is not relicved
of responsibility to do his best to care for himself
even though he knows that the angel of the Lord is
standing near. To be reckless or indifferent to danger
under such circumstances would be worse than fool-
ishness. The anointed one is presumed to use his fac-
ultics with which he is endowed; and when he has
reached his extremity for his protection, then is the
opportunity for other aid.

32 The fact that Joshua saw the angel of the Lord
and knew he was in command of a host of angels to
lead the attack against Jericho did not at all relieve
Joshua from the responsibility of doing and carrying
out in every detail orders that he had received from
the Lord. On the same principle the anointed child
of God is called upon to do all he ean for his own
protection in the way of using care and the spirit of
a sound mind. It would be presumption on the part
of the anointed child of God to put himseclf in a posi-
tion of danger and maks no effort to proteet himself
and assume that the angel of the Lord would furnish
all the protection. If, however, the performance of his
duty throws him into a position of danger without
his choosing, then he may be certain that the Lord
will provide the needed proteetion. Every anointed
ono is a steward of everything committed to him, in-
cluding his bodily care, his health and his strength.
It becomes his duty to conserve his strength and use
it to the best advantage.

3 Some have held the foolish thought that beeause
one has made a consceration he should hurry up and
die as quickly as possible, even denying himself the
neecessary food and raiment. Such is the spirvit of a
very unsound mind. For this reason it is foolish to
waste one’s energy in doing something that will not
further the interests of the Lord’s kingdom. Why use
up one’s energy in shaking hands with many persons
at the same time, when that same cnergy could be
applied to somcthing that might result to furthering
the interests of God’s kingdom?

3 The conclusion was once reached and held by
God’s people that Jchovah will provide protection to
afford opportunity for one to develop a perfect char-
acter. We have learned of our error. It does scem
recasonable, however, that the Lord would provide
complete protection to afford one of his anointed op-
portunity to prove his fidelity and demonstrate his
integrity. This is supported by the record concerning
Job.

15 Where God has committed to his anointed ones
certain work to do it is reasonable to conclude that
he would afford all needed protection until such work
is done. This is fully supported by the record con-
cerning Jesus. Satan made repeated attempts to kill
him and could not do it until the proper time arrived,
and then it was that Jesus said: ‘I have finished the
work which thou gavest me to do.”” (John 17:4) And
when he died he said: ““It is finished.”” (John 19:30)
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Based upon these scriptures, then, the rcasonable
conclusion is that if one is faithfully performing his
covenant unto the Lord and meets with sudden death
he has finished the work that God committed unto
him. If he receives some injury, then it would be but
reasonable to conelude that such one was carcless in
placing himself in danger without taking the ncees-
sary precaution or that he reccived such injury while
pursuing some other course than the performance of
his duties as a servant of the Lord.

18 Tt might be well for those who busy themselves
in speaking of and opposing others who are in the
service of the Lord to learn a lesson from these serip-
tures. Why try to destroy one or his work or his in-
fluence when it is manifest that such a one is engaged
in the work the Lord would have done at this time?
It must be considered true that where one has been
assigned to do certain work and he is faithful in the
performance thereof he will be shielded from the ene-
my until his work is done. The anointed thercfore
need fear neither man nor devil as long as they are
faithful to God and scrving him. They should fear
God, and him alone.—Isa. 8: 13,

THE KING AND HIS ANGELS

17 There are those who are ashamed to take their
stand wholly and unreservedly on the side of Jehovah
and his King of glory although such elaim to be fol-
lowers of Christ, Of and concerning such Jesus said:
““0f him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when
he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy
angels.”” (Mark 8:38; Luke 9:28) Jesus could not
here have reference to those people of the world who
have never known the Lord, but must refer to those
who have onee been favored with knowing something
of the Lord and who then become ashamed of him
and who refuse or deeline to serve him, His reference
could not be to his millennial reign; because at that
time he will not be dealing with those who had an op-
portunity to faithfully serve God during the develop-
ment of the church. ITis language in these texts must
therefore refer to the time of coming to his temple.

18 This conclusion is further supported by the
statement of Jesus: ““Also I say unto you, Whoso-
ever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son
of man also confess before the angels of (fod. But he
that denicth me before men shall be denied before the
angels of God.”’ (Luke 12:8, 9) Both this text and
context show that Jesus referred thercin to those who
are enlightened during the period of the sclection of
the church. The time of such rceognition by the Lord
Jesus must be at the time of his coming to his temple
for judgment, because that is the time when he comes
in his glory and in the glory of his Father. ‘‘For the
Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father,
with his angels; and then he shall reward every man
according to his works.”’ (Matt, 16:27) The time of
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coming means his time of judement, and judgment
must hegin at the house of God. (1 Pet. 4:17; Aal.
3:2, 3) It is at this time that the Lord Jesus is ae-
companicd by his angels.

19 Jude announced that Enoch prophesied of that
day saying: ‘‘Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thou-
sands of his saints, to exceute judgment.’”” (Jude
14, 15) This text and the context plainly show that
such adverse judgment begins upon those who were
once cnlightened and who turn away from God and
against his anointed ones. It has been said that this
propheey refers to the members of the church coming
with Jesus to do the judging because the word
“‘saints’’ is used therein. The word ‘‘saints’’ there
used means ‘“‘pure or blamecless ones’ and would
therefore not neccssarily refer to God’s anointed in
Christ,

20 Another translator renders this text: ¢‘Behold,
the Lord cometh with his holy myriads.”’ (Diaglott)
There is not one good reason to apply this text to the
members of the body of Christ, whether in glory or
on the earth, and to say that they are the angels, saints
or pure oncs mentioned by the prophet. Every reason-
able conclusion is that the referenee is to the holy
angels or spirit creatures who have ever remained
faithful to God.

2t In the light of the foregoing seriptures let con-
sideration now be given to the words of Jesus:
‘“When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and
all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon
the throne of his glory.”’ (Matt. 25:31) This text has
repeatedly been interpreted to mean that the angels
here mentioned are the members of the body of
Christ and that all the body members of Christ must
be in glory and come with the Lord Jesus and sit
with him on his throne before this seripture could be-
gin to have its fulfilment. Such conclusion is wholly
unwarranted. The Lord does not say that the angels
would come in their glory and sit npon their throne
or that they would sit with the Lord upon his throne.
The text plainly says that the Lord comes in his
glory and sits upon the throne of his glory and that
his angels are with him,

221t is clear that sinee Jesus Christ ascended on
high all the angels have been at his command, be-
cause Christ Jesus is Jehovah’s chief officer. All pow-
er in heaven and in carth is committed to him. The
great event made most prominent by the New Testa-
ment is the second coming of the Lord and his king-
dom, Christ Jesus is the great Judge, and to him all
judgment is committed. (John 5:22) Ile could begin
hig judgment without the nceessity of having any one
to assist him. 1t would not be at all neeessary for ali
the members of his body to be glorified and sit with
him in judgment.

23 The Scriptures show that the Lord Jesus comes
as Jchovah’s exceutive officer to build up Zion and
take an account with those who are in the covenant.
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He begins his judgment with God’s ecovenant people;
and it is to be expected that the myriads of angels
would accompany him, not as judges, but as his
retinue of servants or deputies to perform the duties
assigned to them. This conclusion is abundantly sup-
ported by the work the angels did with reference to
Israel, and particularly with Jesus when he was on
earth. Upon the coming of the Lord for judgment his
first work is to judge those who are of the new crea-
tion. (Mal. 3:2, 3) There seems to be no reason why
any member of the body of Christ should have a part
in this judgment. This judgment of his covenant peo-
ple must take place before they could be admitted to
Zion or brought inio the temple. The faithful ones
who have been resurrected as members of the body of
Christ are doubtless performing some mission at this
time, but there is no time that they are participating
in judging their own brethren,

2¢ Jesus on an occasion said to his diseiples: ‘‘And
I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath
appointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink at my
table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.”’ (Luke 22:29, 30) Mark that
he did not say that these should judge one another.
The reasonable construction to be placed upon these
words of the Master, and which is supported by
other texts, is that the Lord Jesus comes for judz-
ment; that he comes to his temple; that he is attended
by his great myriads of angels who act as his depu-
ties or representatives to carry out his orders; that
he begins judgment at the house of God, and as these
are approved they are brought into the temple and
made members of Zion; that after his kingdom is in
full sway, then the tribes of Israel will be judged and
the members of his body will participate with him in
such judgment. There is therefore no reason to con-
clude that the members of the church must all be in
glory before judgment begins, If so, then we should
be confronted with the indisputable condition that
the church must judge itsclf, Such a conclusion is
unreasonable, unseriptural and inconsistent.

25 Paul, addressing the chureh, speaks of those who
persecuted the faithful onecs, and then adds: ‘‘And
to you who are troubled, rest with us: when the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”” (2 Thess. 1:7, 8) Surcly this
could not refer to those who never heard his gospel,
but does refer to those who have heard and in spite
thercof and contrary thereto have persccuted those
who are faithfully endeavoring to scrve God. While
this judgment is in progress the Lord is accompanied
by his mighty angels who act as his deputies to carry
out his orders. The word ‘‘angels’” in these texts
could therefore not possibly be applied to creatures
on earth with a human organism.,
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HARVEST AND THE ANGELS

26 To his disciples Jesus spoke a parable in which
he stated that ‘‘the wheat and the tares’’ would grow
together until the time of the harvest, and then he
adds: ‘““And in the time of harvest I will say to the
reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind
them in bundles to burn them; but gather the wheat
into my barn.”” (Matt, 13:30) This seripture has
been understood as meaning that the members of the
new creation, that is to say, the chureh, those men
and women who are begotten of the holy spirit, are
the reapers who do the gathering. (FG0S) Do the
Scriptures warrant that conclusion?

27 From about 1878 forward the Lord hegan to
make known much of the truth that had long been
hid from those who sought 10 know it. When one
would get a knowledge of the truth it was his privi-
lege to carry it to others, and those who rejoiced in
it did so. Those who are thus devoted to the Lord and
to his truth formed and constitute the Wateh Tower
Bible & Tract Society, and those continuing faithful
have continucd to be the witnesses to the nome and
purposes of Jehovah. If it eould properly be said that
these followers of Christ are the reapers, then we
must conclude that the ehurch has reaped itself. A
reaper is one who gathers the harvest; but it must be
remembered that the wheat, that is to say, those har-
vested, are the children of the kingdom. This is one
parable that Jesus explained and the terms of whicl
he defined, and he did so in these words:

28 ¢‘The field is the world; the good sced are the
children of the kingdom; but the tares are the chil-
dren of the wicked one; the cnemy that sowed them
is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and
the reapers are the angels.”” This seripture plainly
says that the ficld where the work is done is the
world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom
who are in the world but are no part of it; the tares
are the hypocrites and children of the Devil, who
sowed the bad seed; the harvest takes place at the end
of the world, and those who do the rcaping are the
angels. Surely these angels eould not be ereatures in
human form.

20 Tt is God’s organization Zion that gives birth to
the kingdom; first, to the kingdom as referring to Je-
sus the Head, and then to the children of the king-
dom, who are members of his body. (Isa. 66:7, 8)
The angels are not of the kingdom, but are ministers
to those who compose the kingdom. (Heb. 1:14) The
enemy Satan has a powerful organization that is bent
on destroying the children of the kingdom. The truth
alone would not be sufficient to protect these from his
assaults. It is only reasonable to understand that Zion
is more powerful than Satan’s organization, and that
Jehovah has delegated certain servants in Zion, to
wit, his angels, to safeguard the interests of his pco-
ple and that these are the ones who do the reaping, as
Jesus stated. These act as the Lord’s deputics to
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gather the tares in bundles for destruction, and the
faets show that that work is accomplished. They also
act as the Lord’s deputies.to gather the faithful into
the sceret place of the Most High. When Christ Je-
sus, the Head of Zion, comes to set up his kingdom he
is attended by his great retinue of angels; and it is
reasonable that he would commit certain specific du-
ties to them to perform, and one of these works or
dutics is to gather those who are approved of God and
also to separate them from the wicked ones and
shield and proteet them from the assault of the enemy
and his organization,

2 In support of this conclusion, Jesus further
stated: “‘The Son of man shall send forth his angels,
and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things
that ofiend, and them which do iniquity; and shall
cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing
and gnashing of teeth.” (Matt, 13:41, 42) Clearly
these words refer to the judgment upon those who
were once in line for a place in the kingdom, and be-
cause they have become lawless and offended at the
Lord’s manner of doing his work they are gathered
out and their opportunity for the kingdom ends. This
gathering out is done by the angels, as the Lord plain-
ly states. This is in exact harmony with Paul’s state-
ment in ITlcbrews 12 in dealing with the text first
above cited herein.

# Paul says: ‘‘He [Jehovah] hath promised, say-
ing, Yet once more I shake not the carth only, but
also heaven, And this word, Yet once more, significth
the removing of those things that are shaken, as of
ihe things that are made, that those things which ean-
not be shaken may remain. Wherefore we receiving
a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace,
whereby we may serve God aceeptably with reverence
and godly fear.”’ It surely could not be contended
that the anointed on carth are shaking out others who
are in line for the kingdom,

321t is more reasonable to conclude that Jechovah
does not busy himself with those who arc obstreper-
ous, become oftended and lawless and go out of the
way. If one does not appreciate Jehovah and delight
to serve him it is his misfortune. Nor would it be the
work of the great and mighty King, Christ Jesus, to
do the direet work of shaking out. Those who arc a
hindrance to the Lord’s work and his purpose are
taken away, as the Scriptures show, and that work
Jesus declares is committed to the angels who exer-
cise their authority and power reecived from the
Lord in so doing. No man can tale another man away
from the Lord and his work, but the angels clearly
do have such mission of authority from Jehovah God
by and through Christ Jesus.

8 The same deputics or officials of the Lord have
work to do with the eleet. Answering the question
concerning the end of the world and his work in con-
nection therewith, Jesus said, among other things:
‘“And he shall send his angels with a great sound of
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a trumpet; and they shall gather together his eleet
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other.”” (Matt. 24:31) It would hardly do to say that
these angels here mentioned, who are gathering to-
gether the eleet of God, are in human form, begotten
of the holy spirit and new creatures in Christ Jesus.
(DGO1)

3¢In the light of other seriptures hercinbefore ex-
amined it is more recasonable to understand that the
angels mentioned are spirit ercatures invisible to man
and yet are doing a mighty work under the command
of the King whom they attend when he comes to set
up his kingdom.

% The marginal reading of this text is ““with a
trumpet and a great voice’”’, The trumpet is sounded
for the encouragement of others and denotes confi-
dence for vietory. It is a publiec proclamation that
events of great importance are being enacted and
that rightcousness must prevail. When the time came
for Jericho to fall the trumpets were blown and the
invisible angels did the work of throwing down the
city. The angels now appear to do the gathering work.
And what do the faithful followers of Christ on earth
do? They sound the truth to cach other as elearly as
the trumpet call, announcing that the kingdom of
God has begun. (Isa. 52:7) A voice symbolically
represents a harmonious message. Since the eoming of
the Lord to his temple, and the assembling of the
temple class, and bringing them into their position
in Zion, there has gone forth and continues to go
forth a great harmonious witness of the truth by
those whom the Lord God has gathered and approved.
The fact that the angels invisible to man are having
a part in the gathering would not in the least relieve
the anointed ones of (od’s children now on earth
from their responsibility.

3¢ Joshua was fully aware of the presence of the
invisible hosts, yet he went straight forward with his
orders. Ile caused the sounding of the trumpet and
the shouting. 1iven so now the faithful men know
that the Lord and his myriads of angcls are present
and that the latter are acting as their body guard and
doing a work under the direetion of the King, Yet the
members of Zion on the earth must do their part.
They do this by encouraging one another, and to-
gether they lift up the voice and sing the praises of
Jehovah God as his witnesses.—Isa, 51:16; 52:7, &

37 Manifestly the ‘“eleet’”” mentioned by the Lord
are those whom the Lord approves when he comes to
his temple and judges them, and these are then not
only willing but cager to obey the Lord in doing his
work, (Ps. 110:3) The angels are clothed with power
and authority to mark those who are really on the
Lord’s side and separate them from those who pre-
tend to be on the Lord’s side but who are not. The
approved oncs they gather together, in this, that they
are taken out from amongst those in the covenant
who have beeome unfaithful to the Lord and who do
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not carry out their part of the covenant. This gather-
ing of the elcet does mot mean that such elect are
physically gathered together, but that they are united
fully, completely and harmoniously in their actions
and service to the glory of God.

32 Paul, addressing his brethren as they approach
the general assembly of Zion, says: ‘‘And let us con-
sider one another, to provoke unto love and to good
works: not forsaking the assembling of ourselves to-
gether, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another; and so much the more, as ye sce the day ap-
proaching. For if we sin willully after that we have
received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth
1no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful look-
ing for of judgment and fiery indignation, which
shall devour the adversaries.”’—Hecb. 10: 24-27.

% Manifestly he did not mean physical assembling
in some room or meeting place to hear a discourse by
one. Such action could not meet the requirements.
That would be like some deluded ones refraining
from working on Saturday, believing that by so do-
ing they are performing what God requires of them,
Many might go to a mecting place and apparently
listen, and even listen to every word that is there
spoken, and even participate in it, and yet not be de-
voted to the Lord. Clearly what the apostle means is
this: that we now sce that the day draws near for the
complete establishment of the kingdom; we have come
to Zion, henece there must be complete unity amongst
those who are the Lord’s; they must take their stand
unwaveringly on the side of the Lord and stand firm
for him in this evil day; they must be his faithful and
true witnesses, and, seeing eye to c¢ye the great truths
concerning the kingdom, will joyfully join together
in witnessing thereto. Doubtless the holy angels are
having something to do with this drawing of the
elect into close relationship to each other as well as
with separating the opposers.

#If we interpret these texts to mean that the
members of the church, whether in heaven or on
earth, are the angels mentioned, then we are con-
fronted with the inferenee that the church must har-
vest itself: must gather together the eleet ones, and
must gather out the offenders and lawless ones and
cast them into outer darkness. But we are confronted
with the indisputable fact that the angels of Zion are
a great and unnumbered company, whereas the mem-
bers of the body of Christ are made up of a definite
and stated number.

41 The Seriptures more clearly support the follow-
ing eonclusion, to wit: That God has placed his be-
loved Son upon his throne in Zion; that Jesus is then
and there accompanied and served by myriads of an-
gels who are spirit ercatures; that he then engaged in
war against Satan and threw him out of heaven and
in such fight the myriads of angels fought with the
Lord Jesus and against Satan and his angels (Rev.
312:7, 8); that then the Lord assembles his church
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by resurrecting the faithful oncs and bringing the ap-
proved ones on earth into Zion and in so doing his
angels or deputies perform certain dutics in connce-
tion therewith, which he has assigned to them, and
that these angels are present at the general assembly
of God’s great organization.

42 The marginal rendering of 2 Thessalonians 1:7
is that the Lord comes ‘“with the angels of his pow-
er’’, Manifestly this must mean that the angels are
the servants or deputies of the Lord to carry out his
instruetions. In the time of his weakness and humili-
ty the angels of Ged served him, and now in the time
of his power and glory his angels serve him and carry
out his orders.

4 Coming to his temple and sitting upon his throne
of judgment he is accompanied and scrved by a mul-
titude of spiritual angclie creaturcs. (Isa. 6:1) IHe
sits in judgment and recjeets some and approves
others. (Mal, 3:1-3) It therefore scems elear that it
is before these holy angels who are his deputics that
the Lord confesses or acknowledges the names of the
approved ones because they have been faithful in rep-
resenting the Lord and these are invited to enter into
his joy. (Luke 12:8, 9; Matt. 25:21) Those thus ap-
proved the Lord sends forth to preach ‘this gospel of
the kingdom unto all the nations as a witness’ before
the final end. (Matt. 24:14) The physieal facts are in
full aceord with this conclusion. In doing this worlk
Jesus appears in his own glory and in the glory of
his Father, and he is accompanied by a glorious com-
pany of angelie creatures.—Luke 9: 26.

# The time approaches for the general assembly of
Zion, and the apostle is given a vision of all who shall
be in that great assembly. From the ercation of man
to the present time God has used his faithful angels to
execute his commands. It is but reasonable that Cod
would have them present at the general assembly. The
last members of the chureh on carth see that the king-
dom has come and that they are approaching the hour
for the kingdom to be in full operation. They learn
that the faithful and true angels are performing some
funections in conneection with that great assembly and
that they will be there; that the members of the glori-
fied Christ will be there under the leadership of their
great Iicad, Christ Jesus; and, above all, Jchovah
God will be present.

4 Thus Jchovah God gradually opens his Word to
his people and causes his lightnings to flash forth
that a clear understanding thereof may be had. What
is the purpose? The apostle answers, that all these
things were written aforetime for the encouragement
and comfort and hope of the anointed ones. Therclore
these revelations of truth are given, and it encourages
the Lord’s anointed, and they asscmble themselves
and unitedly engage in singing unto the Lord the
new song. The time has come to cxalt the name of
Jchovah, and the faithful on carth delight to have a
part in so doing.
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QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

¥ 1, 2. What is Jehovah’s regard for Zion? Quote scriptures
to show his purpose in Zion. How are the angels related
to Zion?

g 3-5. As indicated by the derivation of the word ¢‘angel’’,
how is the term applied? Show, with scriptures, how it
may be determined who is meant by the word ‘‘angel’’ or
¢¢‘messenger’’.

{ 6, 7. Prove whether the members of the church and the an-
gels of the Lord are identical,

1 8, 9. Apply Matthew 18: 10, to show the relationship be-
tween the church and the angels. Point out other scrip-
tures which show the identity and office of ‘‘angels’’ or
¢¢the angel’’.

{ 10-12, What is clearly the service of angels in the situation
described in Revelation 12: 17%

9 13. By what standard can the consecrated determine whether
a course of action under consideration is right?

§¥ 14-16. The Scriptures support what conclusion as to how
far the Lord will provide protection for any member of
the anointed? Point out the lesson to be drawn therefrom
by one faithfully serving the Lord. Also the lesson which
those who oppose should find therein,

1 17, 18. Apply Mark 8: 38. Show clearly the time of its ap-
plication.

7 19, 20, In the light of the context and of other translation,
who are the ‘‘saints’’ referred to in Jude 14, 157 Who
are to be judged?

¢ 21. Show whether Matthew 25: 31 even suggests ‘the church
enthroned’.

g 22, 23, For what purpose docs the Son of man ‘come in his
glory. and sit upon the throne of his glory’? How does
this fact serve also to identify the ‘‘holy angels with
him?’%

g 24. What reasonable construction is there for Jesus’ words
recorded in Luke 22: 29, 50%

T 25. Apply 2 Thessalonians 1: 7, 8, and identify the ‘‘mighty
angels’? there mentioned.
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T 26-28. Show whether it is reasonable to conclude that the
‘‘reapers’’ mentioned in Matthew 13: 30 aro the church.
How does Jesus’ explanation of his parable of the
‘“gower’’ identify the ‘‘reapers’’ of the harvest?

¥ 29, 30. Referring to Paul’s words in Hebrews 1:14 and
to those of Jesus recorded in Matthew 13: 41, 42, what
is the nature of the work of the angels in connection with
the harvest?

¥ 31, 32, What may we reasonably conclude from Hebrews
12: 26, 27, as to the service of the angels in the work of
judgment?

7 33-35. The angels are given what work to do in regard to
the ‘‘elect’’$ What is meant by their being sent ‘‘with
a trumpet and a great voice’’$ Point out the cooperation
of the angels and the faithful anointed children of God
in the ‘gathering’ work now in progress.

¥ 36. To illustrate the responsibility of the anointed, compare
?\o_prcscnt situation with that of Israel under Joshua at

ericho.

T 37. How do the angels ¢ gather the elect’’%

T 38, 39. Point out cleaaly the meaning of Paul’s instraction
reeorded in Hebrews 10: 25,

9 40. To what unrcasonable conclusions should we necessarily
be led by construing the term ‘‘angels’’, used in these
scriptures, as meaning the members of the clhureh?

T 41-43. The Seriptures, then, support what conclusion as fo
the identity, ofiice, and work of the ‘‘angels’’ here men-
tioned?

T 44. In our text and rclated scriptures here considered we
have found what encouraging lesson for the anointed yet
on carth?

¥ 45. What is the purpose of Jehoval’s now giving his pco-
ple a clear understanding of his Word? What i3 their
response as evidence that they appreeiate Jehovalh’s fa-
voring them with a knowledge of him, his organization,
and his purposes?

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF BIBLE MIRACLES ?

[Fifteen-minute radio lecture]

MIRACLE is an unusual and wonderful act
brought about by a power greater than man
possesses. All real miracles are produced by

the power of Jehovah God. However, Satan and the
fallen angels produce some seeming miracles. Possess-
jng knowledge and power superior to man, and using
the occult scicnces, such as magie, black art, astrol-
ogy, necromancy, mesmerism and spiritism and by
manipulating God’s laws and resorting to fraud and
trickery, Satan and his allies are able to deccive the
minds of those who are ignorant of his deviees; that
is, those who are not aware of what the Bible says
about the Devil and his angels.

Jehovah is the only true God, the only one worthy
of worship and praise, the one who crecated and gave
life to every living creature, He is the only benefactor
and blesser of every creature. He is almighty, all
wise, all-loving and all-powerful, and also claims the
right to the devotion and service of all his ercatures,
and promises that all who will whole-heartedly serve
him will be rewarded with the blessings of everlasting
life, peace, health and happiness.

The one great, ever-present, all-absorbing purpose
of Satan has been, and is, to prove that Jchovah is

not the one great supreme God; to deny that he is
worthy of reverence and worship; to deny his claim
to the attributes of wisdom, justice, power and love,
and thus to make him appear as a liar, and his word
as false and unreasonable, so that people will turn
away from him in disgust.

To accomplish his wicked cnds, he puts forth false
and blasphemous doetrines, such as eternal torment;
that the dead are not dead, but are more alive than
ever; the trinity; that man has an immortal soul and
that God is trying to communicate with man. Satan
performs his seeming miracles to support these false
doctrines. e produces tongues of fire, pillars of fire,
table rappings and table tippings; he cnables persons
to utter incolhierent and foolish laneuage, produees
apparent materializations and performs apparent
healings. There have never been any real healings or
materializations, and never any talking with the
dead. Over and over the Bible tells us that the dead
are as dead as are the beasts that die, and will remain
so until God raises them from the sleep of death, The
occult demonstrations of Satan and the fallen angels
are accepted as proof only by those who do not know
what the Bible tcaches or clse those who do not be-
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lieve its teaching. To all who believe the Bible, these
oceult demonstrations prove but one thing; namely,
that there are wicked, intelligent spirit beings, who
are lying about God and are injuring man. On scv-
eral oceasions Jesus and the apostles mentioned these
invisible beings, and ealled them *‘wicked spirits”’,
“lying spirits,”’ and ‘‘the devil and his angels’’,

In Exodus, chapters 6 and 7, it is recorded that
these lying spirits, operating through Pharaoh’s ma-
gicians, were able to turn wooden rods into serpents,
to turn drinking water into blood, and to bring up
hordes of frogs on the land, thus duplicating similar
miraeles performed by God through Moses and Aaron,
They were unable, however, to duplicate the other
seven miracles which God performed in the presence
of Pharaoh. This faect proves that they do not pos-
sess all power. The further fact, repeatedly stated in
the Bible, is that they have always operated through
magicians, star-gazers, astrologers, nceromanecers,
witehes, and those who had familiar spirits, in oppo-
sition to God and the people of God. When Jesus was
on earth he came in contact with these same evil, ly-
ing spirits, who had obsessed human beings to their
injury; and Jcsus rebuked them, and cast out the
devils.

God placed Adam and Eve on the earth with the
benevolent intention of giving them and their posteri-
ty everlasting life on the carth, which was eventually
to become a paradise, like the garden of IEden. But
Adam’s life was given him on condition of obedienece.
He was plainly told that if he disobeyed he would
die, and understood that if he obeyed he would live.
God did not dececcive Adam; and Adam understood
the situation perfectly, as is stated in 1 Timothy
2:14, which reads: ‘“Adam was not deceived.”’

The record is that Adam sinned wilfully, and that
God drove him out of his beautiful garden home, and
denied him access to the life-sustaining fruits, nuts,
and vegetables which grew therein. Thus Adam be-
came God’s cnemy; and, as such, God cast him off
from divine favor. God had a right to slay him; for
that was the penalty for sin, and Adam understood
it thus. However, Jehovah did not execute the penal-
ty instantancously, but let Adam try to keep himsclf
alive as long as he could. Not having God’s favor and
blessing, nor a supply of proper foods, the man died,
at the age of 930 years. When his children were born
they inherited Adam’s condemnation and, like Adam,
were enemies of God and not entitled to his favor,
and, like Adam, must die. This terrible calamity came
upon the race as a result of a deliberate, malicious lie
which Satan told Eve. God’s statement was, ‘‘ Thou
shalt surcly die.”” But Satan said, ‘Glod doth know
that ye shall not surely die, but ye shall become like
gods.” Every one of Satan’s miracles is designed to
confirm this lie,

When Adam and his children eame under the con-
demnation, Jehovah promised a deliverance from the
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same, in the distant future. He had a perfect right to
destroy the race and not deliver them from the con-
demnation. God had a right to destroy them instant-
Iy, or at any time he chose, beeause they had all come
under the condemnation to death. This faet should be
borne in mind; namely, that no human being was en-
titled to life after Adam had sinned. God's purpose
to deliver the race from the Adamic eondemnation
was an act of merey and love.

Satan has always denied, and is still denying, that
God will deliver the race from death, by denying
that there is any death. He claims that good pcople
go to heaven at the moment of death, and that they
are fully alive and conseious. He also eclaims that
wicked people go to torment at death, and that they,
too, are alive and conscious.

The great issue is, Who is God? Who is entitled to
be believed and worshiped? Is God the loving, merei-
ful being that he claims to be? Is he telling the truth
about himself, or is Satan tclling the truth?

That dchovah is loving, merciful and benevolent is
stated many times in the Bible. That he will resurreet
and deliver the race from condemnation is likewise
stated many times. It is also stated many times that
only those who come into harmony with God, those
who obey his law and love rightieousness, will ever
get life; and that all others will be destroyed in sce-
ond death.

God’s favor and blessing is offered only to those
of the race who desire to come into harmony with
him; and to them he has given many evidences or
proofs of his power and love. In 2 Chronicles 16: 9
we read: ““The eyes of the Lord run to and fro
throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in
the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward
him.’”” For the benefit of those whose hearts are per-
feet toward him God has performed many miracles,
and caused them to be written in the Bible. His pur-
pose was to confirm the promises he has made in the
Bible; to prove that hc has the wisdom, justice, pow-
er and love that Satan denies he possesses; to show
his favor is for the righteous, and that the wicked,
and his enemies, he will destroy.

Noah’s lkcart was perfeet toward God, while the
rest of the race (exeept Noah’s family) were extreme-
ly sinful and wicked. So God performed a miracle
and sent a flood to destroy the wicked, but saved
Noah and hig family alive. God had a right to destroy
the wieked, beeause they were under condemnation to
death, In Genesis 6:9 we read: ‘“Noah was a just
man’’ and ‘“‘Noah walked with God’’; and verse 12
says that ‘“all flesh had eorrupted his way upon the
carth’’, This miracle proves that God is ‘‘able to save
and able to destroy’’. It proves also that his favor is
with the rightcous, and that *‘all the wicked will he
destroy’’.

Ciod delivered righteous Lot from Sodom, and de-
stroyed the wicked Sodomites, thus proving again
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that his power is superior to all others, and that those
whose hearts are perfect toward him are given his
favor and love, while all his encmies he will destroy.
God had a right to destroy the Sodomites, because
they were in no scnse entitled to live.

In the presence of Pharaoh, God used Moses to per-
form most wonderful miracles; and because of the ob-
stinacy of Pharaoh’s heart, he brought ten plagues
upen Xgypt, all of which were most wonderful mir-
acles. The object of these miracles is distinetly stated
in the Bible. Romans 9:17 reads: ‘‘The scripture
saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have
I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee,
and that my name might be declared throughout all
the earth.” This act, demonstrating God’s power, is
known to everybody who has ever read the Bible.

After the Israclites had been delivered from the
power of Pharaoh, God performed wonderful mira-
cles in their behalf, while they wandered in the wil.
derness. He miraculously gave them ‘‘manna’ and
‘“‘quails” for food, and their clothes and shoes did
not wear out for a period of forty years. Thus God
demonstrates his power and love for those who are
his people, and who are {rying to do his will.

The miraculous deliverance of Daniel from the
lions and of the threec Hebrews from the fiery fur-
nace, is another proof that God is able and willing to
care for and protect his own people. It is another
demonstration of the fact that the righteous are ob-
jeets of God’s favor and love. Those who caused
Daniel to be put into the lions’ den, and the Hebrew
children into the furnace, were themselves destroyed
by the lions and the fire; thus proving again that
God’s enemies are to be destroyed. Other miracles,
like the slaying of 185,000 Assyrians in one night, the
raising of the son of the Shunamite, and the increase
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of the widow’s barrel of meal and eruse of oil, teach
the same lessons of Jehovah’s wisdom, justice, love
and power.

According to the New Testament, Jesus performed
many miraeles, and always elaimed that the power he
exercised came from Jchovah, e tells us the purpose
of his miracles. He healed the sick, east out devils,
fed a multitude of five thousand with five loaves and
two fishes, stilled the storm, and raised the dead. In
the record of his first miracle in Cana of Galilee,
where he turned water into wine, it is distinetly
stated that it was done to manifest forth his glory,
which remark means that he had given an illustration
of what he would do for everybody when the kingdom
begins to operate.

When the kingdom assumes power it will raise all
the dead, heal all the sick, cast out all literal devils
from those poor creatures who are obsessed by the
same, and cast out all devilish doetrines from the
minds of the entire race. It will feed the entire hu-
man family with the bread of life, and still all the
storms of rebellion, anarchy and human passion that
now rage throughout the carth, and establish pcace
on earth and good will toward men,

Thus seen, the miracles of both the Old and New
Testaments were intended to vindicate the name of
Jechovah God, to confirm his promises, to prove the
falsity of the claims of Satan and his minions, and to
foreshadow the future deliverance of the race from
the power and deeception of Satan and of Satan’s or-
ganization, which was pictured by the wicked hosts
who were drowned in the flood, by Pharaoh and his
army, who were destroyed in the Red Sca, and by the
enemies of God’s people during all ages. This deliver-
ance will be accomplished in the battle of that great
day of God Almighty, which lies just ahecad.

COMFORT

[Thirty-minute radio lecture]

EHOVAH’S Word, which is our Bible, was writ-
J ten and given to those of humankind that love

righteousness. No man is rightecous within him-
sclf, but there are millions who desire to know and do
that which is right. The Bible instruets one in the
right way, and for that reason an efiort is made to
tcach the Bible to the people by means of radio and
by the publieation of books.

Reading the newspapers and magazines, talking
with the pecople and observing conditions as they
exist, one is quickly convinced that the people today
are in neced of comfort. There i1s much distress, and
the burdens of many are very great. These burdens
are both physical and mental, and all classes of peo-
ple have some burdens to be borne. There are those
who are Christians and who become discouraged and
for a time are bowed down in sorrow. There are a

great number of professed Christians in the church
organizations who are suffering mental and spiritual
depression. Many persons are in great need. Many are
suflering because of the loss of property by fires or
floods or from otlier calamitics. Many are suffering
beeause they have no health or bodily strength. Many
others have lost loved ones by death, and great sor-
Trow has come upon them because thereof. All of these
nced comfort, and few of them know where to look
for it. When one is bowed down inh sorrow he craves
comfort, ITe longs for it as a parched throat in the
desert desires refreshing water.

To be comforted means to be made glad. Comfort
means consolation or good cheer, and light and peace
to the mind and heart. When a person is sad, in woe,
or in great distress his countenance is dark and his
features often distorted. When he receives comfort
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his countenance changes and radiates brightness.
Comfort is therefore an embellishment of the mind
with knowledge that brings good cheer. e who ad-
ministers to another that which makes glad the heart
is a comforter. IHe who is a comforter is therefore a
real benefactor.

WHO COMFORTS

From whom may the millions of sorrowful ones
obtain comfort in these days of distress? Can comfort
be found in the newspapers or magazines? No; be-
cause their columns are filled with statements con-
cerning crimes and wickedness in high places and
other like matters that tend to bring sadness rather
than comfort. If we admit that the papers do the best
that they know, that docs not alter or at all improve
the situation. Rceently one of the great metro-
politan newspapers, with the expressed desire to com-
fort the sad, emphasized these four things that in the
opinion of that publisher would bring comfort, to
wit:

(1) That banks have reduced their interest rate;

(2) that large corporations were inereasing their
dividends;

(3) that the sales of the chain stores are increas-
ing, and

(4) that a one-hundred-and-five-story building
would soon be erected in New York ecity.

But I submit that these things can bring no conso-
lation to the millions that are suffering and to whom
the bankers would not loan money at any rate of in-
terest. Millions have no stock from which they could
receive dividends, and have no interest in the chain
stores, and therefore could reeecive no personal benefit
from these nor from the erection of any building.
This merely illustrates the futility of man’s attempt
to comfort the sorrowing millions.

Do the people receive comfort from the law-making
bodies of the land? They do not, because such can
give no real consolation. The political wise men talk
much, make laws, hold conferences, enter into peace
treaties, and pose before the cameras and miero-
phones and talk about peace and prosperity and
kealth and happiness, but no real good results there-
from and no one reccives any consolation. This is not
said in the spirit of harsh eriticism, but is said mere-
ly as a plain statement of fact well known to all.

Does suffering humankind reccive consolation from
the clergy? No, they do not; because these men tell
their congregations only of and eoncerning the wis-
dom and attainments of imperfeet men, and such
things do not feed and comfort the minds of suffering
men and women.

The great men of commerce, the astute statesmen,
and the numerous clergymen form the visible part of
the ruling powers of this world. Not only have these
failed to bring comfort to the people, but they are
unable to comfort even themselves. The ultrarich are
fearful of the collapse of their wealth and the failure
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of their power. The statesmen are fearful that they
may not be able to hold their positions of influence,
and the clergymen are fearful that both Big Business
and the politicians may cast them aside and then they
will be without means of support and without influ-
ence. But all of these suffer mental depression, mental
and physical sickness, and death robs them of their
loved ones and great grief falls upon them, Attention
is called to these things here in order to emphasize
the futility of man and the fruitless results from the
efforts put forth by him to bring consolation to sui-
fering kind.

To whom, then, shall we look for comfort and con-
solation? We know that it is not within the power of
man or any number of men to bring the comfort and
consolation that is desired. Shall the people then give
up in utter despair? No. The extremity of the crea-
ture is the opportunity to rceeive that which is pro-
vided by the gracious Creator. The great Jchovah
God who created the heavens and the carth and whose
treasures and riches know no bounds is also the Giver
to man of every good and perfeet gift. One of his in-
spired witnesses who had been the recipient of the
comfort and blessings of Jchovah wrote of and con-
cerning him, in 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4, these words:
“Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all com-
fort; who comfortcth us in all our tribulation, that
we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we oursclves are
comforted of God.”’

Physieal weakness, sickness and discomfort result
from want of material food for the body. When
proper food is had the body is refreshed and eom-
forted. The wrealness of the new creature in Christ
Jesus results from want of food for the mind, because
it is by the upbuilding of the mind that we ascertain
the will of God and then reccive his blessings. When
that proper food is taken and assimilated the Chris-
tian is refreshed and comforted. The food for the
Christian is the Word of God rightly understood and
properly applied. The faithful prophet of the Lord
wrote: “‘This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy
word hath quickened me.”’ (Ps. 119:50) No Chris-
tian ean maintain his spiritual life without the prop-
er food and proper exercise. His meat and drink is
the understanding of the Word of God, and his ex-
ercise is the use of that Word in obedience to the
commandments of Jchovah,

As stated in the text just quoted, Jehovah is ‘“the
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort’;
which means that he is the souree of all real consola-
tion. He comforts those who seek knowledee and wis-
dom at his hand. Why does God eomfort the true fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ? Do they receive such conso-
lation merely for their own selfish benefit? The Serip-
tures answer in these words: ‘“Who comforteth us in
all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
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them which are in any trouble, by the comfort where-
with we oursclves are comforted of God.”’—2 Cor. 1:4.

That means, then, that the proper exercise of the
Churistian is to earry the message of truth and conso-
Jation to others, that they may reeeive consolation.
Such was the mission of Jesus on carth, and the com-
mission to his true followers is to the same effect, as
it is written in Isaiah 61:1, 2: “‘The spirit of the
Lord God is upon me; beeause the Lord hath anointed
me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath
sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison
to them that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable
year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our
God; to comfort all that mourn.”’

PRISONS

In the Catholic and Protestant congregations of the
divers and numerous churches throughout the land
there are numhers of good people who have a sinecere
desire to serve God. To their great sorrow they sce
that the pastors of their respective congregations have
gotten away from the Bible and teach the wisdom of
men. They observe that their pastors collect and dis-
tribute large sums of money to influence political
clections for the scleetion of men to publie office.
They see that their pastors are given wholly to world-
ly things and not to the teaching of the Word of God,
and by reason thercof these good pcople are in dis-
tress and sorrow. God foretold their condition when
he caused his prophet to write: ‘‘O remember not
against us former iniquities: let thy tender mercics
speedily prevent us; for we are brought very low.
Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy
name; and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for
thy name’s sake. . .. Let the sighing of the prisoner
come before thee; according to the greatness of thy
power preserve thou those that are appointed to die.”’
—Ps. 79:8, 9, 11.

The ministers in these churches tell members of the
congregation that they must remain in the church in
order to uphold society and that they must not hear
anything from any other source. Having no knowl-
cdge of what to do, and being fearful to withdraw,
these good people are thus held as prisoners and are
in much distress, Their discomfort is chicily because
of lack of spiritual food or instruetion for the mind.
They lack a knowledge of (God’s gracious provision,
and of and coneerning them it is written inhis Word:
‘‘Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
being bound in afilietion and iron; beecause they re-
belled against the words of God, and contemned the
counsel of the Most Hich; therefore he brought down
their heart with labour; they fell down, and there
was none [no man] to help. Then they cried unto the
Lord in their trouble, and he saved them out of their
distresses. I{e brought them out of darkness and the
shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder.!?
—DPs. 107:10-14,
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Not only has God’s due time now come to hear the
prayer of these prisoners who desire righteousness,
but he has commanded and commissioned his faithful
servants to carry his message of truth to these hun-
gry souls that they may receive comfort. To his serv-
ant class he says: “‘I the Lord have called thee in
righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for
a light of the nations; to open the blind eyes, to bring
out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit
in darkness out of the prison house.”’—Isa. 42:6, 7.

In obedience to this commandment there is a little
company of men and women going up and down the
land and calling at the homes of the people in order
to bring to them an understanding of the Word of
God, which is spiritual food. They are not trying to
get your money nor are they attempting to induce
men to join anything. But their desire is to do good
unto all as they have opportunity, and especially to
those who love rightcousness, that these might have
the consolation that comes from a knowledge of the
Word of God. It heeomes the privilege of every one
who receives consolation from the Lord to earry that
message of comfort to others who are also desirous of
consolation.

PEOPLE

There are millions of people who make no pre-
tence of being even members of a chureh organiza-
tion but who are order-loving and desire righteous-
ness. They sece a great amount of wickedness and
wrong doing in the earth and they have a longing to
sce a better condition. They suffer mueh sorrow and
grief and greatly desire comfort. They have no knowl-
edge of how it is possible to better the conditions of
humanity. They can see very clearly that the peace
treaties can never bring lasting peace amongst the
nations; that the sclection of men to office can never
cause the making and exceution of righteous laws;
that the building of churches and paying men to talk
of man-made wisdom can never lead the people into
the light; and that the oppressive hand of Big Busi-
ness must neccssarily continue to make conditions
harder for the poor. These good people are in despair.
They need and have desire for comfort. It isthe privi-
lege and duty of those who have that consolation to
pass it on to others.

THE KINGDOM

Ilow can the people reeeive the relief desired? I an-
swer that question from the Seriptures, to wit, By
and through the kingdom of God and his Christ. For
many long centuries Satan the Devil has been the in-
visible ruler of this world and he has been the great
oppressor of mankind. He has caused all the suffering
and sorrow to come upon the pecople and then he
falsely eauses this to be charged up against Jehovah
God. His purpose is to turn the people away from the
true God and keep them in blindness. You ask, Why
would a just God permit Satan thus to oppress the
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people? The Seripturcs answer that question, to wit,
That God set rightcousness before man in the be-
ginning and told him that if he followed any other
course it would lead to sickness, suffering and death.
Satan induced man to belicve that God is a liar and
that man could maintain himself in peace, prosperity,
life and happiness. Satan ‘thus put in issue before
man the supremacy of Jehovah,

God has permitted man to exercise his own free
will and has let Satan go his full limit until God’s
due time to vindicate his own Word and name and to
prove to all ercation that he is the righteous One and
that he is supreme in power. Every person who hears
me well knows that the nations of earth have taken
counsel together and in effcet have said: ‘We can es-
tablish peace and make the world a fit place to live
in’, In doing this they have absolutely ignored God
and his kingdom. Both the Scriptures and the facts
show that these nations have made Satan their god.
I do not mean by that that the politicians know that
they are serving the Devil or that the Big Business
men have knowledge that they are serving Satan. I
do mean that they are ignorant of God’s provisions.
The clergy should have known better, because they
have had access to God’s Word. But instead of fol-
lowing that they have joined hands with the selfish
interests and have made themselves a part of the
rulers of this world, and it is these who now push
God’s kingdom aside and set up their own make-
shifts instead; therefore God through his prophet
says: ‘“‘And in the days of these kings shall the God
of heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be de-
stroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.”’—
Dan. 2: 44.

The time has come to establish God’s government
of rightcousness. For this reason Satan is putting
forth his last desperate effort to blind the people and
keep them in ignorance. But God’s kingdom will be
established notwithstanding, and will bring complete
relief to the people.

In that kingdom of righteousness Satan will have
no part. No sclfish and eruel financiers will have any
part therein. No politicians will have anything to do
therewith, and no clergymen anything to say about
that government. Christ Jesus is the great invisible
Ruler thercof. Associated with him will be those who
are wholly devoted to Jehovah God. On earth as his
visible representatives will be faithful men who under
the direetion of the Lord will rule in righteousness.
It is this kingdom that will bring full and complete
relief and blessings to mankind.

KNOWLEDGE CONSOLATION

A man reaches the point of despair only when he
is convinced that there is no means of relicf available.
If he has knowledge that relief is certain within a
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short time, that knowledge gives him courage and
comfort of mind. For several months past there have
been long bread lines in the cities, Men who are will-
ing to work have waited in line to be fed by the hand
of charity because they found no work. Some of these
have children crying for bread. Having no knowledge
of any possibility of reclief some have reached the
point of despair and committed suicide. Had these
known that just around the corner was a good and
true Friend that would shortly supply all their
neceds, that knowledge would have brought comfort
and courage and prevented self-destruction.

This is the time in which Satan the invisible god of
this world is eausing great woe on the carth. Multi-
tudes of people suffer from the hand of oppression,
cruel acts of injustice, the results of a wicked war,
and from affliction and sickness and the loss of loved
ones in death, Ignorant of any possibility of relicf
many reach the border of despair and plunge them-
selves into death. If these had knowledge that they
have a real and true Friend at hand who will shortly
relieve them of all their sorrows and distresses, that
knowledge would bring great comfort and give -them
courage and fortitude to wait for deliverance. Xnowl-
cdge of the truth, thercfore, is of greatest importance
to the people. This is emphasized by the words of the
Lord recorded in Proverbs 8:7-11: ‘““For my mouth
shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination
to my lips. All the words of my mouth are in right-
eousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in
them. They are all plain to him that understandeth,
and right to them that find knowledge. Reccive my
instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather
than choice gold. For wisdom is better than rubies;
and all the things that may be desired are not to be
compared to it.”’

What suffering humanity needs is the truth. The
expressed will of God is that all shall have an oppor-
tunity to know the truth. In God’s providences that
time has now come for knowledge to begin. To this
end God has brought into operation the radio, which,
notwithstanding opposition, he permits to he used
to inform the people concerning his truth. At a real
sacrifice to some the warciTrowrR radio chain program
is sent forth every Sunday morning at an annual cost
of approximately %200,000, and the purpose of it is
to help the people to get a knowledge of the truth,
that they may rceeive comfort and encouragement.
Those who have to do with the sending forth of this
program have much joy in the knowledge of the fact
that they are helping suffering humanity by bringing
to them a knowledge of Jehovah, Those who fail or
refuse to hear, of course, do not receive ecomfort,
Those who make an cflort to hear and to profit by
what they hear rceceive much eomfort. The pcople
must cooperate in order to reeeive the help desired.
They must listen, read, and improve the mind.
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A man is starving for want of food. His friend
brings him the nceded food and puts it within his
reach. He cannot make the starving man eat, how-
ever. In order for the starving man to reecive benefit
he must put forth an effort to eat the food. The peo-
ples of the land are now starving for want of the
knowledge of the Word of God. A few men and wo-
men who are really devoted to God bring within their
rcach the nceded food. But in order for the hungry
ones to profit they must hear and learn the Word of
God. One hungry man cannot eat food for the bencfit
of another hungry person. The one desiring a knowl-
edge that will bring eomfort can acquire it only by
applying himself to an understanding.

The most important use to which the radio is put
is that of bringing to the people some knowledge of
God’s provision for their sure relief and blessing.
Hence the broadeasting of the messace of God's
Word of truth is to the people of greatest importanee,
convenience, and necessity. Then this is followed up
quickly by a company of men and women who love
God and their fellow man. These visit the homes and
bring to the attention of the people books that have
been specially prepared and which enable the people
to find in their own Bibles the great truths they have
so long desired to know and which will bring to them
such great consolation. Desiring comfort the pecople
must now cooperate. They must read the books, to-
gether with their Bibles, and therehy aequire the
needed knowledge. A small sum of money is taken to
help defray the expense of the publication of the
books. Times are now hard and some say: ‘I cannot
use moncy for books when I nced #t for bread.” Ma-
terial food for the body brings temporary relicf.
Knowledge of the means of complete deliverance
brings a real and lasting comfort to the mind and
heart. It is well to deny onesclf a small amount of
temporary ease in order to have a permanent mental
consolation.

Briefly summed up, the facts are these: For many
years Satan the Devil has been the invisible ruler of
this world and the oppressor of the people. The time
has come when he shall be for ever ousted and his or-
ganization destroyed. Christ beecomes the invisible
Ruler of the world, and his government will be that
of peace and righteousness, bringing lasting blessings
of prosperity, health and comfort to mankind. Be-
cause we are in the transition period now Satan is
riaking his last desperate effort to increase the bur-
dens of mankind and to turn them away from Jeho-
vah. Now let the people get a knowledge of the relief
that must shortly come, and reeeiving this knowledge,
take courage and eomfort and rejoice.

What the people desire above all things is life in
endless happiness. It is written in John 17:3: “This
is life eternal, that they might know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”
Coming to know God one learns that God is perfect
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in wisdom, exact in justice, unlimited in power, and
the very expression of love. Through his beloved Son
he has provided redemption and deliverance for the
people. e has now placed his Son Christ Jesus upon
his throne and his kingdom is at hand. Under the
righteous reign of Christ all who obey God and do
right shall live, not only for a brief scason, but shall
be fully restored to perfection of body and mind and
live on earth forever. God made the carth for man;
and the time comes when he will make the earth a fit
place on which man shall live, and to those who do
obey him he will give life everlasting.

Your beloved dead are not in purgatory or in a
hell of torment as you have been told by the faithless
clergy. God's Word clearly proves that the dead are
unconseious, out of cxistence, in the grave, the state
of death, there awaiting the time of resurreetion when
they shall be awakened and come forth. It is written,
in John 5: 29, that all in their graves shall come forth
and be given an opportunity for life, and then they
that obey shall live and shall never die.

In his kingdom the pecople will no longer be de-
ccived by false teachers or otherwise. There will be
no more long lines of men and women waiting to be
ted by the hand of charity. Then sickness and death
shall pass away. Concerning these things it is writ-
ten: ‘‘And in this kingdom shall the Lord of hosts
make unto all people a feast of fat things, a fcast of
wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of
wines on the lees well refined. And he will destroy in
this government the face of the covering cast over all
people, and the vail that is spread over all nations.
He will swallow up death in vietory; and the Lord
God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the
rchuke of his people shall he take away from off all
the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it. And it shall
be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have
waited for him, and he will save us: this is the Lord;
we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice
in his salvation.’’—Tsa. 25: 6-9,

I submit that a knowledge of these truths is of
greatest importance to the people. Let every one who
loves God now tell his fellow man to hear the truth
and come and partake thercof. Let all those who hear
say to their ncighbors: ‘Come and feed upon these
great truths.” A knowledge thereof will lift the bur-
dens from suffering humanity, because they will learn
that complete relief shall shortly come and this knowl-
edge will bring them present comfort and consolation,
Let every one who reccives comfort from the Word
of God carry that message of good news to others
that they too may come to know that Jchovah is the
Father of mercies and God of all comfort. Knowl-
edge, wisdom, comfort and life proeced from Jehovah
God. ‘“‘Ilappy is the man that findeth wisdom, and
the man that getteth understanding, For the mer-
chandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver,
and the gain thereof than fine gold.”’—Prov. 3: 13, 14,
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every other week})

PENNSYLVANIA
AITOONA  ecrcreee ceceemecanann WFBG
Sun pm 7-7.30
Erie i WEDH

Sun pm 12.30-1 (Polish
first and third, monthly)
{Slovuk, second and fourth,
nonthly)
(Ukrainian, fifth monthly)

Sun pm Y-0.30 (anvhwh) —

WIP
(Germau,

Plnhdelphxa
Sun pm
Greek,
Wed pm
Pittsburgh
Sun pm 1-2, 7-8; Fri pm b i)
Reading oeceemecoreecesaceennns WRAW
Sun pm_ 6.30-7.15 (first,
monthly)

SOUTH DAKOTA

Sioux Fall$ wcooeeveieeeecennns h
Sun am 10-11; pm 2-3

TENNESSLE

2.30-3.30
Itatian or Dolish)
3.45-¢ (Ln,;lish)

Memphis
Sun pm 1.30-2

TEXAS

Coxpus Chrhn
Sun pm 3-3.30

Dallas
Sun

Galveston
Sun amt 8.43-9.30

ITouston ..... coreemeneens. KPRC
Sun am 9.30-10

San Antonio ..o, KTSA
Sun pm 1-2

Waco w.ACO
Sun pm 6.43-7.30 (every

other weck)

UTAH
Salt Lake City ...
Sun pw 3.13-3.

VIRGINIA

Petersburg
Sun pm
Rounoke ...

Sat (Jul )

Sun (July 6) pm 15, .301
WASIHINGTON
Bellingham . ocovvevecemneee KVO0Ss

Sun am 10-11%
Secattle ... remerere KOMO
Sun am 1011%

Spokane R .6 3 (9]
Sun am EDSEE)

Daily (except Sun) am 6.45-7
woDsT VIRGINIAW

Charieston .........cecveemnnee ()¢
Sun pm 7-7.30
Huntington ........cceeee. .. WSAZ
Thu pm 4-4.30
WISCONSIN
Milwaukee ..occceecmivveenen WISN
Sun am 10-11
Sun am 9-11 (DPolish, every

other week)
Sun am 11-11.3
ly, German)

0 (last, month-

® Northwest netiwork program.



