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THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of aiding the

people to understand Jehovah’s purpases It provides

systematic Bible study in which all its readers may -
larly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives
reports thereof. It announces radio programs and pubkishes
suitable Bible instruction for broadecasting,

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed Word of
Truth, It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as the
fundamental doctrine by which doctrines are measured. It
is free from parties, sects and creeds of men. It does not as-
sume & dogmatic attitude, but confidently invites a careful
examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible
Word of God. It does not indulge in controversies, and its
columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that
the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the Logos
became & man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and in earth,

THAT GOD ereated the earth for man, and created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed Gud’s law and was sentenced to death; that b
reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners an
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS wes made & human in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life a
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as the
redemptive price for man,

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been pelecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of the
church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ Jesus,
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose
of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti-
tutes the ‘‘seed of Abraham’’ through which all families of
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE HOPE OF THE PEOPLES of earth is resto-
ration to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that
the reign of Christ will afford opportunity to every man to
have a fair trial for life, and those who obey will live on earth
for ever in s state of happiness,
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SING UNTO JEHOVAH

“Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth.”’—Isa. 42: 10,

EHOVAH has taken his great power and begun
J to exercise it through his chief executive, Christ
Jesus the beloved. He first reveals himself and his
purposes to those who are in the covenant with him.
He shows his strength in their behalf, and by his su-
preme power shields them from the enemy. Now the
words of the prophet are the words of the anointed:
“I will love thee, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is
my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God,
my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and
the horn of my salvation, and my high tower, I will
call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised: so
shall I be saved from mine enemies.’’—Ps. 18:1-3.
2 Jehovah is supreme. He is the Most High, and his
will expressed in his Word is final. He is the *‘King
eternal’’ and ‘the Giver of every good and perfect
gift’. Those who have been enlightened and have
tasted of the heavenly gift and were made partakers
of the holy spirit, who have tasted the good Word of
God, and the power of his kingdom, have every rea-
son to praise the name of the Most High. To the rem-
nant has now been committed the great privilege of
giving the testimony which was first delegated to
Christ Jesus. Seeing their favored place in the out-
working of God’'s purposes they break forth in joy-
ful song.

3 As the church now enters upon another year it is
fitting and appropriate to adopt as a year text the
words which constitute a command from Jehovah:
“Sing unto the Lord a new song.”’ The anointed will
have this song in their hearts every day of the year.

“THE SERVANT”

¢ The forty-second chapter of the prophecy of Isa-
iah opens with the words of Jehovah calling upon all
ereation to behold his servant. The words of deserip-
tion and identification used in the prophecy prove be-
yond all doubt that the ‘‘servant’’ is, not a man, but
Christ the beloved One of Jehovah, The Lord God has
honored him above all. The context shows that Jeho-
vah has conferred upon his servant the greatest title
at his disposal, and therefore the greatest possible.
His words show that such titles are not properly

given to man., (Job 32:21, 22) Those who insist on
giving such flattering titles to men, God pushes away
from him. Concerning his servant, Jehovah says:
“‘Behold my servant, whom I uphold, mine elect,
in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit up-
on him; he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles
[nations].”” Let all ereation take notice that Christ
Jesus is the executive officer of the Most High, has
been placed upon his throne of authority, has taken
up his power and has begun operations, and that there
is no opposing power that can hinder his onward
march to complete vietory. Jehovah takes great de-
light in him because he is always in harmony with
his Father and has always delighted to do his Fa-
ther’s will.

® The servants of Satan, those who represent him,
‘‘rage in the streets,’’ with a great blare of trumpets
blasphemously claiming to be messengers of Jight in
order to deceive the people and turn them away from
the true and only God. (Nah. 2:4; 3:1, 2) The serv-
ant of the Most High takes exactly the cpposite
course. When Christ Jesus was on earth in the flesh
he was ‘“meek and lowly in heart’’ and with becom-
ing modesty and dignity spoke the words that his
Father had sent him to speak. The time comes for his
second appearing and he comes preparing the way
before Jehovah, and comes calmly and guietly ‘‘as a
thief in the night”’, so little are he and his works ob-
served by others. (2 Pet. 3:10; 1 Thess. 5:2) Christ
does not make an exhibition of himself to attract at-
tention to himself. He has always magnified his Fa-
ther’s name. Completing the work of preparing the way
before Jehovah, he then came suddenly to his temple
and began judgment with the house of (fod, and this
he has done in a manner observed only by those who
love his appearing. Therefore it is written of him:
‘‘He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to
be heard in the street.”’ (Isa. 42:2) This does not
mean that one who is devoted to the Lord could not
speak the truth in the open street or in the field, if
the circumstances warranted it, but undoubtedly has
the meaning that the work of Christ is done modestly,
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consistently, and always for the purpose of attracting
attention to Jehovah and not to any creature.

¢ Jehovah further speaking, as the record shows,
says: ‘‘A bruised reed shall he not break, and the
smoking flax shall he not quench: lhe shall bring forth
judgment unto truth.’’ (Verse 3) This quotation from
the Authorized Version is misleading. Aeccording to
the better translations (Young), and consistent with
the context, this text reads: ‘‘The bruised rced, he
shall not break; the smoking flax he shall not
quench.”’

" When Christ was on the earth he was ‘‘despised
and rejected of men’’; bruised, disesteemed and op-
pressed. (Isa. 53:3-5) In the eyes of the world he has
ever been as a bruised reed; and even the clergy, who
claim to speak in his name, give neither Christ nor
Jehovah credit for establishing the righteous rule on
the earth. The Jews used flax in their lamps for wicks,
and these, burning the oil soaked up by them, gave
forth a faint light. Although Jesus is the light of the
world, little heed has been given to that light. To
‘“Christendom’’ so called he has been a faint light,
merely as a smoking flax or wick in an oil lamp. The
world lauds the deeds of Satan’s ‘‘valiant’’ agents,
but Jesus Christ is regarded merely as a nice example
of willing submission to the kicks and rebuffs of oth-
ers. Because thereof many have been ashamed to ac-
knowledge Jehovah and Christ as King and boldly
proclaim the truth; and many others, who once
started in the narrow way, have become discouraged
and turned back. Many have come to the conclusion
that the mission of Christ has failed, and that God has
failed to bring about his expressed purposes.

$0On the contrary, Jehovah has bided his own
good time, and now his time has arrived for positive
action. He who has appeared merely as a bruised rced
and a smoking lamp wick shall now accomplish the
most marvelous work amongst the nations of earth
that can ever be accomplished. So says Jehovah: ‘‘He
shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set
judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for
his law.”” (Isa. 42:4) The time has come when the
supposedly ‘‘bruised reed’’ and ‘smoking lamp wick’
shall licht and enlighten the whole world and shall
bring forth justice and truth unto all. These words
of Jehovah spoken concerning his servant carry the
greatest. encouragement and comfort to those whom
God has anointed. Paraphrasing Jehovah’s words he
says: ‘Behold, my servant, he is meek and modest; you
have regarded him as a bruised reed and as a smoking
lamp wick that could aceomplish nothing; but now I
say unto all creation, He shall be used to set judg-
ment and truth in the earth and vindicate my name.’

? The following, it will be observed, corroborates
the above conclusion. On one oceasion Jesus healed an
infirm man; and his good deed offended the clergy of
that day, and they conspired to kill him. He withdrew
himself and told the multitude that followed him not
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to make known his whereabouts. On that occasion he
quoted the prophecy of Isaiah; and the Diaglott ren-
dering is as follows: ‘‘He will not break a bruised
Reed, and a dimly burning Taper he will not extin-
guish, till he send forth the judgment to victory. The
nations also will hope in his name.’’ (Matt. 12: 20,
21) The American Revised Version and Rotherham
concur in the above rendering of the text. These trans-
lations show that ‘‘the bruised Reed’’ is the object
which he ‘“‘will not break’”’, and not the subject of
the verb; and also that the ‘‘dimly burning Taper”’,
or wick, is the object which he ‘‘will not extinguish’’,
and not the subject of the verb. The text is seen to
apply to each one of the faithful body members and
to the entire body collectively. The faithful servants
of the Lord appear in the eyes of the modern clergy-
men as weak, insignificant, and useless as a bruised
reed and as ‘‘a dimly burning Taper’’. But now the
Lord announces that he will not favor ‘‘the big ones’’
of earth, but will show his favor toward his faithful
servant class and use such to bring forth judgment
and justice in the world. The text therefore applies
to the servant as a whole and to each individual mem-
ber that continues faithful.

END OF ALL CONTROVERSY

1° For a long period of time Satan, having made the
clergy of ‘‘Christendom’’ his representatives, has
caused great confusion and controversy and blindness
among the people. The sacrifice of Jesus Christ has
been ridiculed, and God’s announced purpose of sal-
vation of the human race has been tabooed and
spurned. The pious and hypocritical elergy, really
representing Satan, have pushed Jesus Christ and
Jehovah into a corner and have heaped reproach up-
on them. But the due time has come for the end of
all controversy. The word and name of Jehovah shall
now be exalted; therefore Jehovah speaks with abso-
lute authority, as it is written: ‘“Thus saith God the
Lord, he that created the heavens, and stretched them
out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which
cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the peo-
ple upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein.’”’
(Verse 5) The words of Jehovah spoken concerning
his servant, his mission, and his work, and addressed
to all ereation, are words of absolute authority and
the end of all controversy. These words shall not
return to Jehovah void. His purpose shall now be ac-
complished. Let all creation hear his words because
Jehovah is supreme. Every one of his anointed should
be encouraged and will rejoice at an understanding
of his Word.

ADDRESSING HIS SERVANT

11 Having spoken his authoritative message to all
creation, then Jehovah directs his speech to the ‘‘serv-
ant’’, It seems clear that verses six to ten, inclusive,
of this forty-second chapter of Isaiah are words of
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instruction, encouragement and comfort spoken in
confidence to the ‘‘servant’’, It is the act of a great
loving Father to give courage and comfort to his own.
It here seems appropriate to consider some scriptures
bearing upon the ‘‘servant’’; and if others are in-
cluded with Christ, these seriptures must be of spe-
cial comfort and encouragement at this time to such.

12 Many persons have received some knowledge of
God’s Word, and have been begotten as his children
and called to the heavenly calling; but Jesus is au-
thority for the statement that only a few of such will
be chosen for the kingdom. (Matt. 20:16) The time
of the coming of the Lord to his temple is the date of
vital importance to the called ones. Then Christ, as
the great Judge upon his throne, began the examina-
tion of the called ones, and those that were approved
were brought into the temple, under the robe of
righteousness, into the secret place of the Most High,
and made members of Zion. (Mal. 3:1-3; Ps. 11:4-T;
Isa. 6:1-3; 61:10; Ps. 91:1-3; 102:16; 110:3) Such
are the ones whom the Lord declared that he would
approve and invite, and has invited, to enter into his
joy. (Matt. 25:21) Christ Jesus is the Head of the
temple; and all who are approved are brought into
the temple and built up as members of Zion, are made
members of his body, and are therefore in and a part
of him. By reason of being in Christ, and therefore
of his body, such are a part of the elect ‘‘servant’’ of
Jehovah. Jehovah chooses such by and through Christ
Jesus and makes them members of the ‘‘servant’’, and
therefore it is written: ‘‘Ye are my witnesses, saith
the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen.’’ (Isa.
43:10) The approved and chosen ones constitute the
remnant, to whom is committed a specific work in the
name of Jehovah,

13 To his servant Christ Jesus God committed the
great work of representing him, including the testi-
mony that must be given concerning his name. He in
turn conferred upon his faithful body members a
portion of this work of giving the testimony. There-
fore it is written concerning the remnant that such
‘‘have the testimony of Jesus Christ’’, and it becomes
their privilege and duty in obedience to God’s com-
mands to give it. Because Christ is the ‘‘servant’’ of
the Most High, and because God has anointed others
as members of his body, there has been committed to
the remnant this work and they have been commis-
sioned to give the testimony. (Rev. 12:17) As his vis-
ible representatives on the earth, found and approved
when he comes to his temple, Christ Jesus makes the
remnant class the ‘‘ruler over all his goods’’, that is
to say, over all of his kingdom interests on earth,
whieh, specifically, is the giving of the testimony that
he has commissioned them to give. (Matt, 24:45-47)
The faithful remnant is therefore a part of the elect
“‘servant’’ of Jehovah only by virtue of the fact that
such are in Christ, members of his body and faithful.
Therefore when Jesus speaks of ‘‘a faithful and wise
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servant’’ he does not mean an individual, but means
the members of his body collectively who are faithful
and true.

14 Jehovah now addresses his beloved Son, Christ
Jesus, the Head of his elect servant, and through him
the members of his body, who are therefore in the tem-
ple, and such hear and heed the message. The al-
mighty Jehovah graciously speaks and gives all of the
‘“‘servant’’ full assurance that now his unlimited pow-
er shall be exercised in behalf of the ‘‘servant’’ and
that his purpose shall be accomplished. No member of
the ‘‘servant’”” who hears and understands these
words of Jehovah could long be discouraged, because
God says to them: ‘I the Lord have called thee in
righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep
thee.”” Every one who has the witness of the holy
spirit that he is in Christ and in the temple may con-
fidently claim these words of precious promise and
apply them to himself; and thus doing he can not be
discouraged, but must rejoice. The occasion is there-
fore furnished for participating in the new song.

WHY CALLED

15 Until the ‘‘servant’’ is identified and his position
appreciated this prophecy could not be understood
and appreciated. Continuing to address the ‘‘servant’’
Jehovah announces why he has called and commis-
sioned that ‘‘servant’’. ‘I . . . have called thee in
righteousness.’’ This shows that God calls only those
who have been brought forth as his sons; and these
faithful ones he then makes a part of his organiza-
tion and members of his ‘‘servant’’. The apostle saw
why God was calling these, and therefore said:
‘‘Symeon hath fully told how God first visited to take
out of the nations a people for his name.’’ (Acts 15:
14, Rotherham) Later Peter under inspiration ad-
dressed the church and said: ““Ye are . . . chosen . ..
that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath
called you.”” (1 Pet. 2:9) By his prophet it is made
plain concerning God’s purpose in calling the ‘‘serv-
ant’’ and how the ‘‘servant’’ is to show forth Jeho-
vah’s praises. There it is written: ‘I the Lord have
called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand,
and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the
people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the blind
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and
them that sit in darkness out of the prison house,”’—
Isa. 42: 6, 7.

16 Beyond all cavil these seriptures show that God
has called men and made them members of his *‘serv-
ant’’, not for the mere purpose of getting such into
heaven, but that the ‘‘servant’’ may perform the du-
ties which God has laid upon him, which duties must
be performed among men on earth in making known
the word and name of Jehovah. Long ago God made
a covenant or unconditional promise through Abra-
ham that he would bless all the families of the earth.
In the prophecy under consideration, to his servant
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he says: ‘I will give thee for a covenant [a guarantee]
to the people to enlighten them and to open the blind
eyes and show them the right way.” Open their blind
cyes to what? To the truth that Jehovah is the only
true God and that Christ is the Redeemer of man-
kind, the mighty and righteous servant of Jehovah
who will, under Jehovah’s direction, establish right-
eousness and justice amongst the peoples of earth. The
Most High would now have it told to the people that
even though Christ Jesus has long been despised and
rejected, and even though it appears from the hypo-
erites who have claimed to represent God that Jeho-
vah’s purposes would not be realized, and even though
the great name of Jehovah has been pushed aside, his
purpose now is to establish justice and truth amongst
men and that it shall be done without regard to op-
position.

17 There is a great multitude of prisoners held in
the religious systems of earth organized and carried
on under the name of Christ and who sit in darkness
concerning the purposes of Jehovah. The eyes of these
blind prisoners must be opened that they may have
the opportunity to come out of the prison houses and
to take their stand on the side of Jehovah God. To the
‘‘servant’’ is granted the privilege of doing this work,
and the remnant now on earth has a part therein and
it is the privilege and duty of the remnant to carry
the message of truth to these blind prisoners. It is a
work of the present time, and this witness work must
be done before the faithful will be changed into the
glorious image of Christ Jesus. It is the most joyful
work in which any creature could be engaged, and
therefore it calls forth the song of praise to the great
Giver of all good gifts.

SPECIFIC HONOR

18 There is only one almighty God; and all crea-
tion must come to know that truth. By his prophet he
says: ‘‘I am the Lord: that is my name; and my glory
will I not give to another, neither my praise to grav-
en images.”” (Isa. 42:8) The explanation of this
text, as generally given, is that ‘there are many gods
or mighty ones and that many have tried to exalt
themselves, but that Jehovah declares that none shall
have the honor except himself’. The context does not
seem to support such conclusion. To be sure, no one
could have Jehovah’s honor, because there is none oth-
er like unto him, He is from everlasting to everlasting
and is the Creator of everything in heaven and in
earth, and this he declares in this prophecy. The con-
text must be considered in arriving at a proper under-
standing of this text,

1° Plainly the context and the text show this, that
Jehovah has an elect servant in whom his soul de-
lights; that although that servant has been misrepre-
sented and belittled by Satan and his agents he is the
highest official representative of the Most High God
and that Jehovah’s time has arrived for him, as such
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executive, to ecarry out the purposes of Jehovah.
Christ Jesus is the greatest of God’s creation, and
there could be none above him amongst creation. By
him Jehovah has opened ‘the way of truth and the
life’ and there is no other way for men to obtain life.
—dJohn 14:6; Acts 4:12,

20 God raised up Christ Jesus out of death and ex-
alted him above all others and elothed him with honor
and glory above all others. (Phil. 2:8-11) He is the
elect servant of the Most High. To him God has given
the divine nature. None aside from The Christ can ever
have the divine nature. God has given him a glory
separate and distinet from all others, Therefore Jeho-
vah would have all creation know that he who is the
Most High speaks with absolute authority and informs
all that his name is Jehovah, which means that his
purposes must be carried out. He would have all un-
derstand that he has made Christ his elect servaut
and that none other can have this honor. Therefore
the eighth verse means that Jehovah has made Christ
his elect servant next to himself and has given him
glory and honor and will not give it to another.

21 The other words of the same verse, ‘‘neither my
praise to graven images,’’ show that such is the prop-
er meaning of the text. God would have it known thzt
no graven image can have his honor and praise. Men
have made their church organizations and their lead-
ers in these organizations like unto God and have
claimed to worship God by and through such chureh
organization and their leaders. All such are abomi-
nable in the sight of the Lord. These come within the
class ‘‘that swear by the sin of Samaria’’, and there-
fore are disapproved. (Amos 8:14) No one aside from
Jehovah could confer the honor upon his creatures.
He has defined that his servant is The Christ and that
no human being is that ¢‘faithful and wise servant’’,
and he says that he will not give his glory to another.
If others are unwise and foolish enough to give honor,
glory, and flattering titles to men and to designate
any man ‘‘that faithful and wise servant’’ and insist
on worshiping God by and through such, the Serip-
tures show God will not be pleased with such and will
manifest his disapproval and take them away.—
Job 32:21, 22,

REVEALING HIS PURPOSES

22 Jehovah’s purposes mature and come to pass in
his due time. But until his due time his purpose is
not understandable by any creature, and particularly
not by man. Prior to 1918 certain of the purposes of
Jehovah unfolded and matured, and exactly on time.
Some who had made a covenant with the Lord induced
themselves to believe that the ‘‘faithful and wise serv-
ant’’ of Jehovah was one man, and they take an un-
wise course accordingly. In consequence they stumble
into the error that no truth has been revealed by Jeho-
vah to his people sinece 1916. Such have not seen the
revealed truths that have been given to God’s
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anointed during the past few years and do not now
understand present truth. Others in the covenant with
God and who have carefully and earnestly sought to
do his will and give God the glory and honor due his
name have had a clearer vision of Jehovah’s purposes.
The former things that have come to pass these have
been privileged to understand.

28 Tn this connection consider now the words of
the Lord through his prophet spoken to members of
his servant: ‘‘Behold, the former things are come to
pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring
forth I tell you of them.’’—Verse 9.

24 Former things concerning God’s purposes that did
come to pass were understood after the Lord came to
his temple and the lightnings of Jehovah illuminated
his Word. This same class then see new things which
God has declared. In the light of prophecy in the
course of fulfilment, and of the further illumination
thereof by Jehovah, the remnant class is permitted to
see other things that are shortly to follow, concerning
vhich the Lord says: ‘‘Before they spring forth 1
tell you of them.”” Jehovah takes the remnant into
his confidence in a measure by revealing to them the
precious things that are in his keeping. These have
a better understanding than ever before of what the
great battle of God Almighty will mean and how
Jehovah will vindieate his name. They understand
that he has not restrained evil before this time and
that the real purpose is that his word and name
might be completely vindicated. Those who are not of
the ‘‘servant’’ do not see and appreciate present
truth, nor do they see or appreciate other things of
the divine purpose that are about to come to pass.

23 Well do the facts as they exist fit this prophecy.
Since the Lord came to his temple, assembled the
members of Zion, and made them part of the servant
of Jehovah, his purposes continue to unfold with
clearness to the remnant. Such have the full assur-
ance of God’s protecting care. No longer are they
seeking to ascertain the will of God, but his will has
been revealed to them and they delight to keep his
commandments and their joy increases. The spirit of
the Lord energizes them and they hasten to take ad-
vantage of opportunities to serve Jehovah and give
praise to his name.

THE NEW SONG

26 Further addressing members of the servant, and
particularly the remnant now on earth, Jehovah,
through his prophet, says: ‘‘Sing unto the Lord a new
song.”” Why a new song? Because Jehovah has re-
vealed his purposes to his servant as never before.
‘When Jesus was born God caused the holy angels to
sing, ‘‘Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace,
good will toward men.’”’ (Luke 2:14) To the angels
God had revealed the fact of his purpose at some time
and in some way to establish peace on earth and good
will toward men; but the angels did not understand
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when or how. The angels desired to know more, and
sought to know, but it was not God's due time to re-
veal it.. (1 Pet. 1:12) That great privilege he re-
served for his elect servant. Into the hands of his
elect Christ Jesus God committed all power in heaven
and in earth. But even his beloved Son must wait un-
til God’s due time to send him forth to carry out his
purposes. The due time arrived. God placed Jesus
upon his throne and Jesus began his reign; he cast
the enemy out of heaven and then came to his temple
and assembled the members of his body and made
them a part of God’s organization.

#7 When the time came for Christ Jesus to act and
oust the enemy from heaven, and to vindicate his
Father’s name, this he did with great joy, and doubt-
less this is what he mentions as ‘the joy of the Lord’.
Coming to his temple to take account with his servant,
to the faithful he said: ‘‘Enter thou into the joy of
thy lord.’’ It follows that the less faithful were not
invited to enter into the joy of the Lord, and did not
enter. This explains why some who made a covenant
with the Lord have since not been joyful but have
busied themselves in finding fault with and slander-
ing their ‘‘own mother’s son’’.—Ps. 50: 20,

%8 The temple being open, those of the temple class
have beheld the two great wonders, to wit, Jehovah’s
organization and Satan’s organization in opposition
to each other. These faithful have been permitted to
see and to understand the meaning of the ‘‘birth of
the nation’’, or beginning of the kingdom. The great
Creator has revealed to such the meaning of his dif-
ferent names and what are some of his purposes. The
faithful see, not that Jehovah’s purpose is primarily
to get men into heaven, but that his primary purpose
is the vindication of his word and his name, that
creatures may see the way to life; and that to accom-
plish this purpose he has provided redemption through
the blood of Christ Jesus, raised Christ up out of
death, and made him the great executive officer of
Jehovah, and his elect servant, and that it is Christ
whom he will use to vindicate his holy name. Further-
more, they see that God has made the faithful rem-
nant members of the servant class and has assigned
to such the precious duty and privilege of proclaim-
ing praises to the name of the great God. To the rem-
nant class have been made known the truths that
plainly reveal the will of God, and this revelation of
truth has furnished them the new song which they
delight to sing.

29 It is not at all surprising that there are those who
claim to be in the covenant of God and in the truth
who do not understand the truth and who have not
entered into the joy of the Lord and who oppose his
service. The Seriptures are explicit that no one aside
from the servant class can understand and sing the
new song. When the Lord says, ‘‘In his temple doth
every one speak of his glory’’ (Ps. 29:9), such is con-
clusive proof that those who do not speak of his glory
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are not in the temple. In further corroboration of this
point it is written: ‘“And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb
stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred
forty and four thousand, having his Father’s name
written in their foreheads. And I heard a voice from
heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice
of a great thunder; and I heard the voice of harpers
harping with their harps; and they sung as it were a
new song before the throne, and before the four
beasts, and the elders; and no man could learn that
song but the hundred and forty and four thousand,
which were redeemed from the earth.”” (Rev. 14:1-3)
This new song must be sung by the remnant while on
earth, and no others can know it or sing it.

30 The Lord furthermore identifies this remnant
class by stating that ‘‘these are they which were not
defiled with women’’, meaning that they are not con-
taminated with the association of systems that defame
his name and that are symbolized under an evil wo-
man, The faithful delight to follow the Lord Jesus
wheresoever he leads, and they do not follow any man.
They see eye to eye because members of one body, and
therefore they work harmoniously together. Those who
have really entered into the joy of the Lord have no
time to engage in controversy with others who oppose.
The temple class will be busily engaged in keeping
God’s commandments and in telling the testimony of
Jesus Christ that has been committed to them.

SONG BEGUN

81 The new song has begun, and the harmonies
thereof are reaching out farther each year into the
earth. It is being sung as a world-wide witness to the
name of Jehovah and his King, in harmony with the
instructions Jesus gives to his faithful followers.—
Matt. 24: 14,

32 To the faithful, Jehovah says: ““Sing unto the
Lord a new song, and his praise from the end of the
earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is there-
in; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof.”’—Isa. 42: 10.

33 The year text is chosen from these words of Jeho-
vah because they are exactly in harmony and in keep-
ing with the present work of the church on earth. The
little remnant amidst humankind now tossed about
and buffetted by the waves of the sea march confident-
ly on to the day of the great battle of God Almighty.
The highest or the stable places in the sea well rep-
resent those who trust in the Lord to a degree but who
are not of God’s remnant. These have some hope,
while the restless element of humanity has no hope.
Under the final test those who compose this great
multitude will stand on the side of the Lord and by
him will be brought through great tribulation and re-
ceive God’s approval. (Rev. 7:14) The remnant now
see that Jehovah has placed his beloved One upon the
holy throne of Zion and in thunder tones calls upon
all the rulers of the nations to obey him. They see that
God’s time has come to establish truth and justice in
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the earth and that nothing shall prevent the accom-
plishment thereof. The heart of every one of the serv-
ant class is thrilled, and none can keep back the glad
new song. It is God’s due time to sing the new song,
and it must be sung preceding his destruction of the
enemy.

8 ¢‘Let them give glory unto the Lord, and declare
his praise in the islands. The Lord shall go forth as
a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of
war; he shall ery, yea, roar; he shall prevail against
his enemies. I have long time holden my peace; I have
been still, and refrained myself; now will I ery like a
travailing woman; I will destroy and devour at once.”’
—Isa. 42:12-14,

3 For many long centuries the name of Jehovah
has been defamed. Satan has repeatedly and consist-
ently cast reproach upon him., In turn these re-
proaches have fallen upon Jesus Christ, and then up-
on the members of his body; but the day of vindica-
tion has come. God will destroy the enemy and estab-
lish truth and justice in the earth. The Lord then dis-
closes that his elect servant has but one single pur-
pose, and that is to do the will of Jchovah.

3¢ Every one of the servant class must be in full
harmony with the Head, Christ Jesus, and must like-
wise have and follow a single purpose. Concerning
this it is written: ‘“Who is blind, but my servant? or
deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as he
that is perfect, and blind as the Lord’s servant?”’
(Tsa. 42:19) The servant is blind to everything else
except to do God’s will. The remnant therefore real-
ize that the greatest privilege they could enjoy is to
sing the new song of praise unto Jehovah, and this
they do by giving testimony concerning God and his
kingdom.

37 The years that are past have been filled with
many opportunities of service, and these recent years
have been attended with special joy in the service. The
year 1930 should mark the greatest witness yet given
and be attended by the greatest amount of joy to those
who participate. Having a better understanding of
God’s purposes the remnant will have greater joy in
obeying his commandments. The anointed of the Lord
are the ones commissioned to do his service. The
anointed who continue faithful will do that serviec.
‘While doing it they will be the targets for the poison-
ous darts of the enemy. They will not be discouraged
or even disturbed by such opposition, however, be-
cause they have full assurance that Jehovah’s time
has come for his anointed to stand victorious upon
Mount Zion and that no evil can befall them.

3 The song which the servant now sings to Jeho-
vah’s praise will not cease. The kingdom will soon be
fully established and truth and justice will be en-
throned in the earth. The praise of Jehovah will then
be taken up by others and will not cease until ‘‘every-
thing that hath breath shall honor and praise Jeho-
vah's glorious name’’,
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QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

4 1, 2. Jehovah has taken what position in regard to the world
and to his people? What are the particular benefits en-
joyed by the anointed in their relationship to Jehovah and
to Christ Jesus, and what is their responsibility?

9 3. Quote the year text for 1930. What is the purpose of a
year text?

q 4. Identify the ‘‘servant’’ referred to in Isaiah 42:1. How
does Jehovah ¢‘uphold’’ him? Account for the referemce
to him as the one ¢‘in whom my soul delighteth?’’,

7 5. Who ‘‘rage in the streets’’t How, and for what purpose?
Contrast therewith the manner and procedure of the serv-
ant of the Most High. What is the meaning of verse two
of the chapter from which our text is taken?

9 6-9. Quote other transiations of verse three, and give its ap-
plication, Describe the circumstances under which Jesus
quoted this prophecy, and show to whom the term ‘‘serv-
ant’’ applies.

¢ 10. Describe the method and results of Satan’s operation
through his representatives among the people. What is now
due in this regard?

¢ 11-13. Show to whom ‘‘thee’’ refers, in verse six. What is
evidently the purpose of the words of verses six to ten?
Point out the significance of the year 1918 in this respect.
Explain how the anointed share in the commission given
to Christ Jesus.

9 14. Yow is the assurance, ‘I, .. will hold thine hand, and
will keep thee,’’ fulfilled to the anointed?

¢ 15. Explain, ‘I . . . have called thee in righteousness,’’
Called for what purpose?

9§ 16, 17. How and for what purpose is the ‘‘servant’’ given
‘“for a covenant to the people’’$ To what class in partic-
ular is the ministry of the ‘‘servant’’ now to be directed§
To what end is such witness given?

¢ 18-20. What is meant by ‘‘I am the Lord: that is my
name’’? What is the ‘‘glory’’ referred to in this verse,
and to whom does Jehovah give it?
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9 21. Why the expression, ‘‘Neither [will I give] my praise
to graven images’’?

§ 22. What is now evident as to when Jehovah’s purposes can
be understood? What benefit comes from the study of
prophecy before the due time for its fulfilment? The spint
of truth requires what consideration of conclusions pre-
viously drawn? Point out the importance of a proper atti-
tude in respect to the progressive revelation of Jehovah's
purposes.

¢ 23-25. Explain verse nine. Show how the facts fit this proph-
ecy.

 26. Why the invitation and command, ‘‘Sing unto the Lord
a new song’’? With respect to the song and their under-
standing it, compare the position of God’s messengers at
the time of Jesus’ birth with that of his witnesses when,
at the end of the age, the ¢‘servant’’ class becomes mani-
fest.

9 27. When and how have Jesus’ words, ¢‘Enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord,’’ been fulfilled?

g 28. The opening of the temple revealed what two great won-
ders? To whom revealed, and to what advantage to them?
Recall and mention many important truths made known
to the faithful anointed since ‘‘the temple of God was
opened in heaven’’,

q 29, 30, Give scriptures which serve to identify the temple
class. Explain Revelation 14: 4, as further distinguishing
the remnant class,

9 31-33. When was verse ten fulfilled? Describe the manner of
its fulfilment.

4 34-36. At what time, and how, do verses twelve to fourteen
apply? What is the relation thereto of verse nineteen?

¢ 37. Since the kingdom, once begun, must increase until it
fills the whole earth, to what may the faithful look for-
ward in 19307

9 38. The kingdom fully established and in operation, what
will then be the greatness of Jehovali’s name and praise?

THE TRAIL OF THE SERPENT

[Thirty-minute radio lecture]

arate and distinet names. He is called ‘‘Dragon’’,
““Satan,’’ ““Devil’’ and ‘‘Serpent’’. For instances
see Revelation 12:9 and 20:2. These names wers
given him at the time he beguiled Eve in the garden
of Eden, and through her led Adam into sin. They
are used to describe four characteristics of Satan.
““Pragon’’ means devourer, and pictures Satan as
trying to devour and destroy the Lord’s people on
earth. ‘‘Devil’’ means slanderer, and pictures Satan
as charging that God is the author of false, wicked
and malicious doctrines, and imputing evil and un-
worthy motives both to God and to his people on the
earth, ‘‘Satan’’ means adversary, and pictures the
Devil as the enemy of God, the enemy of the people
of God, and the enemy of all righteousness.
‘‘Serpent’’ means deceiver, and pictures Satan as
lying to and deceiving the people about God, about
the Bible, and about the people of God. In this lec-
ture we are considering Satan from the standpoint
of the ‘‘Serpent’’, the great deceiver. A serpent is
noted for its cunning, and glides about, shooting out
poison at everybody. This is how Satan manifests the
characteristics of a serpent. In sly and cunning ways

IN THE Secriptures the Devil is called by four sep-

he poisons the minds of people against God, against
the work which God is doing in the earth, against the
people of God, and against the Bible.

Satan is the most wicked creature living. He is
totally depraved; by which we mean that there is
no possibility of his being recovered from his wicked
course. Jesus said that Satan is the father of all lies.
(John 8:44) In Hebrews 2:14 we are told that Sa-
tan is to be destroyed. The sentence of everlasting
destruction was pronounced against him in Eden
when he led Adam into sin. This sentence, however,
will not be executed until the end of the thousand-
year rcign of Christ, as recorded in Revelation 20:
7-14, which reads: ‘“When the thousand years are ex-
pired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and
shall go out to deceive the nations . . . And the Devil
that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone. . . . This is the second death.’’ The lake of
fire and brimstone is a symbol of complete destruction.

Let us notice how, when, and why this great de
ceiver came into existence. God created Adam and
Eve, placed them in the garden of Eden, and gave
them a glorious and bcautiful dominion over the
earth, also over the birds, beasts and fish, He al-
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so created a wise and beautiful spirit being called
Lucifer, which means bright shining one, and ap-
pointed him as a ‘‘covering cherub’’, a sort of guard-
ian angel, to Adam and Eve, to act as their care-
taker, protector and overlord. Lucifer’s commission
was a most wonderful one; and had he properly ap-
preciated it and remained loyal to God and faithful
to his trust, there would have been no sin in the world,
and consequently no such thing as death, and Lucifer
would now be the overlord and caretaker of approxi-
mately twenty billions of perfect, sinless and happy
human beings, all of whom would have been the
posterity of Adam,

But Lucifer committed the sin of treason against
God and betrayed his trust, and was sentenced to de-
struction. He allowed selfishness to enter his heart.
He coveted a dominion just like that one which God
had. He desired to be a king and have subjects and
to have these subjeets recognize and acknowledge him
as their lord and benefactor. Noting the prospects
of an earth full of Adam’s posterity, he saw his op-
portunity. He reasoned that if he could lead Adam
into disloyalty to God, and then persuade Adam that
he (Lucifer) was his friend and benefactor and that
God was his enemy, Adam and all his posterity would
gladly become his subjects. The record of the crea-
tion of Lucifer, of his commission from God, and of
his deflection and condemnation are found in Isaiah
14:12-19 and in Ezekiel 28:12-19.

Not only was it a diabolical plot, and involved the
act of treason toward God, but it meant that he must
plot to lead Adam into disobedience to God. It was in
connection with this wicked plot to alienate Adam’s
devotion from God to himself that Satan began to
manifest the characteristiecs of a ‘‘serpent’’. There
the trail of the serpent began. There Satan began
to shoot out the poison, which was intended to de-
eeive mother Eve and later prove a temptation to
Adam. This poison was in the nature of an effort to
inject into their minds that which would poison their
minds against God and lead them to distrust and
disobey him. From that time until the present Satan
has been using cunning, crafty, serpent-like methods,
to poison the minds of the people against God. To do
this he must resort to lies.

Among the beautiful creations in the garden of
Eden was a serpent; and it is written in Genesis 3: 1
that ‘‘the serpent was more subtle than any beast of
the field’’. The word ‘‘subtle’’ means cunning. We
are to understand that the serpent did not use its
cunning to the injury of others, but did use it in
harmony with God’s laws. To carry out his wicked
designs Satan used the serpent. He took advantage
of it, obsessed it, and through it deceived mother Eve.
The record is that he spoke to mother Eve through the
serpent. Adam and Eve had been forbidden to eat
of a certain fruit, on pain of death. Speaking through
the serpent, Satan said to the woman: ‘‘Ye shall not
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surely die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall
be as gods, knowing good and evil.”’

This was the first lie ever uttered, and it was a
direct charge that God had lied to mother Eve. Here
the poisonous trail of the serpent began. It had its
effect on mother Eve. Her mind was poisoned against
God. She was deceived into believing that God was
withholding from her something that was for her good,
and, of course, she then regarded Lucifer as her
friend for having revealed that God was deceiving
her.

The effect of the poison is stated in Genesis 3:6,
as follows: ‘“And when the woman saw that the tree
was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also
unto her husband with her; and he did eat.”” The
lie of Satan aroused the suspicion in the mind of Eve
that God was not her friend and benefactor, but that
Satan was, and thus she became the servant of sin
and Satan instead of the servant of God. The apostle
tells us that Eve was deceived, but that Adam was
not deceived. Seemingly Adam ate of the fruit be-
cause he realized that his wife must die and he chose
to die with her rather than to live without her. His
course showed a lack of faith in his Creator; and
since he was not Jeceived, his sin was wilful and there-
fore more reprehensible than that of Eve.

As a result of Satan’s lie, Adam and Eve were
condemned to death and driven out of the garden
and the condemnation was passed on to their posterity
by the law of heredity. They lost the favor of God.
The act of treason had been ecommitted, and God said
to the old serpent, called the Devil and Satan: ‘‘I
will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”’ In this state-
ment are two things which it is quite important that
we note at this time. First, that Satan would have a
seed ; and second, that Satan’s head should be bruised.
The ‘bruising of his head’ would mean his death;
and here is where God pronounced the penalty of de-
struction against Satan, which will be executed when
he is loosed from his thousand years’ binding.

The question now occurs, Who is the seed of Sa-
tan? The answer is that it consists of those men who
are under his control, who have his spirit of selfish-
ness and disloyalty to God; those men whom he uses
as he did the serpent in Eden, namely, to lie ahout
God and to spread the poison of deception which is
intended to lead people to repudiate God and to re-
pudiate the Word of God. The seed of the serpent
is the offspring of Satan, begotten by his lies, by his
spirit of selfishness and his desire to be great and
famous among fellow creatures, They are like their
father, Satan, in these respects.

Satan’s dream of a kingdom over men was blighted
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by the faet that the race was born under the death
penalty and was continually dying. This did not suit
Satan ; and so, with a malignant cunning, he conceived
another plot, which involved the deception of some of
the angels. The Scriptures reveal the fact that holy
angels could materialize ; by which we mean that they
could instantly ereate human bodies and appear as
men, and at will could dissolve those bodies and as-
sume their former spirit bodies. We read that three
angels appeared to Abraham in human bodies and ate
a veal dinner. (Gen. 18:6,7) Satan further deceived
the angels into marrying the daughters of men and
rearing families. Evidently his idea was that their
offspring would not be under condemnation, because
not Adamie stock, and would therefore live for ever
and be Satan’s subjects. Thus he would realize his
one great ambition to have a kingdom just like God’s.

The record of this attempt on Satan’s part is found
in Genesis 6:1-4. The offspring of this unauthorized
union of angels and women were giants, who were
wicked and cruel, because they had the spirit of Sa-
tan. The result was a reign of wickedness and corrup-
tion on the earth, brought about by that ‘‘old ser-
pent’’, called the Devil and Satan. At the time of
the flood this wickedness had become so general that
Noah and his wife and his three sons and their wives,
were the only ones not involved in general corruption.
It was then that God acted and destroyed all the off-
spring of Satan, including the giants, and kept Noah
and his family alive through the flood and used them
to start the race anew, after the flood, and gave them
the same command that he gave to Adam, namely,
“‘Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the earth.”’

Right after the flood Satan conceived another
scheme to belittle God and to draw men away from
the service of God. It was another cunning scheme
and well worthy of its wicked promoter. It consisted
of a plot to get men to worship a mythical God. Sa-
tan planned to form organizations of men on earth
and to work through these organizations. The organi-
zations have erystallized into the great heathen re-
ligious systems of earth.

This plot against Jehovah began in the days of
Nimrod, who is mentioned in Genesis 10:8-10. We
are told that Nimrod began to be a mighty hunter
before the Lord. History gives us the thought that in
his day the wild animals were a menace to the lives
of the people and that Nimrod manifested great prow-
ess as a hunter and delivered the people from the
wild beasts. The statement ‘‘before the Lord’’ in the
original Hebrew implies that the people held him in
higher reverence than they did the Lord. Hence Nim-
rod ultimately became an object of reverence and
worship.

According to tradition, it came about this way: The
people regarded Nimrod as their savior and deliverer,
Later he was killed and his mother made the people
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believe that he was resurrccted as a spirit being and
was now a god. He was thereafter called the ‘‘father
of gods’’, and his mother came to be known as the
““mother of God’’, and as such they came to be wor-
shiped by the people as ““the mother and son’’. This
mother-and-son idea spread throughout the world,
among all the nations, and they have all worshiped
a false god and his mother, This devilish substitute
for Jehovah God, which Satan foisted on the people,
was in existence in the days when Israel was God’s
chosen people; and the reason why God forbade the
Israelites to intermarry with the surrounding heathen
nations was that they worshiped the false god called
Baal and his mother Ashtaroth. All those heathen
religions have this mother-and-son idea, the Devil’s
miserable counterfeit of Jesus and his mother,

Thus Satan was mocking the great Jehovah and de-
ceiving the people into worshiping something that
did not exist. As a result, the trail of the serpent
has made the condition of the heathen nations of earth
one of darkness, gloom and despair; one of indeserib-
able poverty and destitution. Thus has Satan, with
cruel cunning, deceived and poisoned the minds of
the heathen peoples of earth against Jehovah,

In the more enlightened nations of earth he has
chosen a different but no less injurious and wicked
method of deceiving the people., This method is to
get them to worship men, the so-called great men of
earth, Satan’s deception brought ‘‘hero worship’’ into
existence. The apostle describes it in these words:
““Men . . . changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature [man] more than
the Creator.”” (Rom. 1:18,25) This means that Sa-
tan gathered men into a great organization and gave
it a high-sounding name and represented it to be
God’s organization. This organization has always
been composed of the religious, political and financial
elements of earth.

These have tried to arrogate to themselves the right
to be God’s representatives in the earth, and claim
that they, and they alone, are the ones who possess
wisdom to represent God. These put forth doetrines
and teachings that they claim have the divine ap-
proval, but which, in fact, misrepresent God and bring
dishonor and reproach on his name. The great polit-
ical leaders claim that the present governments of
earth, which they have formed by the strong arm of
force, called militarism, are God’s governments, They
elaim that God has set them the task of governing
the earth and has authorized them to use force to
keep the people in subjection, and that any resistance
of their efforts is a resistance of God. The financial
leaders claim that God has given them the right to
control the wealth and all other resources of the earth,
They claim that the masses do not know enough to
handle these properly, and that any resistance to their
assumed ‘‘vested '’ rights is a resistance of God himself.
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The great religious leaders put forth false doetrines,
such as eternal torment, trinity, human immortality,
human ordination, and urge the people to submit to
the wicked governments and the wicked oppressive
schemes of the financiers. These false doctrines are
attributed to God and make reasonable and thought-
ful men and women repudiate the Bible and its
Author. These false doctrines belittle God and bring
reproach upon his name; they make him appear
wicked, eruel and unjust, and the men who are the
authors of the false doectrines, and who are foremost
in advoeating militarism, and who set up the most
wicked, autocratic and tyrannical governments are
regarded as great men. Art galleries are filled with
their pictures; street corners and parks with their
statues; and libraries with books extolling their vir-
tues. In many instances they are eanonized, or sainted.

Their names are honored and revered far more than
the name of Jehovah God. This organization was
formed by Satan for the express purpose of deceiving
the people about God, his wisdom, justice, love and
power; with serpent-like cunning Satan has used
these so-called great men to deceive the people. These
classes, united and working together constitute Sa-
tan’s ‘‘seed’’, his organizaticn on earth, This or-
ganization oppresses, deceives and injures the people;
it misrepresents God. It is the ‘seed of the serpent’
mentioned by Jehovah God in the garden of Eden.—
Gen. 3:15.

When Jesus was on earth, nearly 1900 years ago,
he found these three elements arrayed against him,
namely, politicians, financiers, and the great religious
leaders. Satan used these so-called great men to poison
the minds of the people about God and the Bible.

Let us note some texts. Psalm 58: 3, 4: ‘‘The wicked
. « . g0 astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies.
Their poison is like the poison of a serpent.”’ Again,
in Psalm 140:1-3, we read: ‘‘Deliver me, O Lord,
from the evil man . .. which . .. have sharpened
their tongues like a serpent; adders’ poison is under
their lips.”’ Again, in Romans 3:10-13, we read:
‘‘There is none righteous, no, not one: . . . there is
none that doeth good, no, not one . . . the poison of
asps is under their lips.”’ And in James 3: 8 we read:
““The tongue . .. is an unruly evil, full of deadly
poison.’’ These texts assure us that it is the tongue
that the Devil uses to slander God and his people, and
it is the tongue of those who constitute the ‘seed of
the serpent’.

In Jesus’ day this ‘seed of the serpent’ was made
up of the great leaders of that day, those who pro-
fessed great piety and claimed to be the representa-
tives of Jehovah God. Jesus called them hypoerites,
and surely nothing could be more wicked and dia-
bolical than to pose as the representatives of Jehovah
God for the purpose of deceiving the people, while
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actually the representatives of Satan. Such are Sa-
tan’s methods.

Read Jesus’ own words addressed to these pious
hypocrites, as recorded in Matthew 23:28-33. He
said: ‘‘ Ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men,
but within ye are full of hypoerisy and iniquity. . . .
Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers! how can ye
escape the condemnation of gehenna?’’ ‘‘Gehenna’’
is a symbol of the second death. Again, John the
Baptist, when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees come to his baptism, said: ‘‘O generation of
vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath
to come?’’—Matt. 3:17.

A point worthy of special notice is that, while these
hypocrites appeared righteous unto men, Jesus and
the apostles knew that they were hypocrites. What
was the poison they were broadecasting? Hear the
words of Jesus on this point: ‘“This people draweth
nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me
with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But
in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men.’’ (Matt. 15:8,9) In verse
6 of this same chapter, Jesus said to these same hypo-
crites: ‘Ye have made the commandment of God of
none effect by your tradition.’

It is even so today: the name of the Lord is blas-
phemed by the traditions of men. Among these tradi-
tions are such doctrines as ‘‘eternal torment’’, ‘‘trin-
ity,”’ ‘‘human immortality’’ and the ‘‘divine right’’
of kings and clergy. These are not found in the Bible.
They are purely traditional, having come down to us
as an inheritance from the dark ages.

Those who put forth these doctrines make void
God’s Word ; nevertheless they pose before the people
as the only ones who can properly understand it, as
did the Pharisees and others of Jesus’ day. The peo-
ple’s minds are poisoned with these false doctrines.
They are deceived into thinking that God is the au-
thor of these doctrines, when in fact they originated
in the minds of blinded and deceived men. The doc-
trines that are deceiving the people today have
crystallized into creeds, and are taught to the exclu-
sion of the Bible.

We must bear in mind that Satan is God’s encmy
and that his one great purpose is to deceive the peo-
ple about God, to misrepresent God; and that to do
this he must of necessity lie about God. These lies
are wicked slanders; they are put forth by the so-
called great and wise men of earth, and hence carry
far greater weight than if put forth by those who lack
education and influence.

These slanderous, poisonous misrepresentations of
God, of his people, and of the Bible, are claimed to
be found in the Bible. It is charged that God is the
author of these lies. The result is that people de-
spise God and shun the Bible, and men have false and
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perverted ideas of justice, truth, honesty and patriot-
ism, while ignorance and superstition hold sway every-
where,

In closing, attention is ealled to the fact that in the
near future that ‘‘old serpent’’, called the ‘‘Devil”’
and ““Satan’’, is to be bound for a thousand years,
in order that he may deceive the nations no more till
the thousand years are ended. During this thousand
years Christ will awaken the dead, and they, together
with those living, will be given a proper understand-
ing of what the will of God is, and what are true and
righteous doctrines. Satan and all his human agents
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will be exposed, and will be scen in their true light as
hypocrites. All false doctrines will be exposed, and
their authors will be made known. Those who still
love that which is right, true, pure and good will
quickly and readily fall into line with God’s arrange-
ments and get everlasting life; while those who still
love unrighteousness will be destroyed, together with
the Devil, in the lake of fire and brimstone, which
pictures second death, Thereafter righteousness, peace,
justice and love will prevail on the earth for ever.
Thus the poisonous trail of the serpent will for ever
end.

THE HUMAN SOUL — DISCOVERED, DEFINED

[Fifteen-minute radio lecture]

is the soul of every living thing, and the

breath of all mankind.”” (Job 12:10) It is
conclusive, therefore, that God, the Creator of souls,
is the only authority on the'soul question, and his
Word, the Bible, is the only book that can give the
true definition and description of the human soul.

Because not acquainted with the true teachings of
the Bible, mankind in general, including practically
all clergymen and church-going people, have a very
uncertain idea of the human soul. To them it is a mys-
tery. One Methodist bishop is reported to have said:
‘“The soul is without interior or exterior, without
body, shape, or parts, and you could put a million of
them in a nutshell.”” Under the word ‘‘soul’”’, The
Standard Dictionary (1923 edition) gives various def-
initions, and says: ‘‘It was Augustine especially, who,
in part on religious grounds and in part as the disei-
ple of the later Greek philosophy, taught the ‘simple,
immaterial, and spiritual nature of the human soul’,
a view which has remained that of the scholastic phi-
losophy and of Christian theologians down to the pres-
ent time.”’

The quotations just given raise the question: Is
the soul something ‘‘immaterial and spiritual’’, that
we can not now see, hear, or feel?

‘What the human soul is, was no mystery to the
faithful patriarchs, prophets, and writers of the Old
Testament part of the Bible; neither did it mystify
Jesus’ apostles and the writers of the New Testament,
nor the Christians of their day. It was not until to-
ward the end of the fourth century, when Augustine
began to introduce Grecian philosophy instead of Bi-
ble doctrine, that Christian people began to get badly
mixed up on the soul question. History plainly tells
us that the Christians who held to God’s Word fought
Augustine’s teaching as being unchristian, unserip-
tural, pagan, and subversive of true Christianity. And
yet later generations have canonized Augustine as a
saint; but, Has God? we ask.

OF GOD, Jehovah, it is written: ‘‘In [his] hand

The opinions of man laid aside, what does God’s
written Word say of the human soul? In the Hebrew
Old Testament the word which our English Bible
translates ‘‘soul’’ is, with but two exceptions, the
Hebrew word nephesh. This word occurs aboat 668
times, but not always does our English Bible trans-
late it ‘‘soul’’. Only 428 times is it translated “‘soul’’.
It is translated ‘‘life’’ 119 times, ‘‘person’’ 30 times,
‘‘creature’’ 9 times, ‘‘man’’ 3 times, ‘‘self’’ 19 times,
““body’’ 7 times, ‘‘dead (body)’’ 8 times, ‘‘thing”’
twice, ‘‘mortal’’ once, and (horrors!) ‘‘fish’’ once.
(Num. 6:6; Hag. 2:13; Isa. 19:10) Doubtless you
are amazed at these English translations of this He-
brew word meaning ‘‘soul’’,

Turning to the Greek New Testament, we learn that
the apostles used the Greek word psuche, and that
58 times does the King James Version Bible trans-
late it ‘‘soul’’, 40 times ‘‘life’’, 3 times ‘“‘mind”’,
once ‘‘heart’’, and onece ‘‘heartily’’; or 103 times in
all. Now, wading through all these curious translations
of the Hebrew and Greek originals for ‘‘soul’’, we
ask: Does the Bible teach the Augustinian idea that
the soul is immaterial and spiritual, or the bishop’s
idea that you could put a million of them in a nut-
shell, or that at death the soul does not die but escapes
from imprisonment in the human body and flits off to
some invisible world?

‘Well,” asks some one, ‘if we do not go to heaven
at death, then what did David mean when he said:
‘I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me’’?
—2 Sam. 12:23.

David was referring to his baby son who had just
died. He could not have meant that the baby was in
heaven and that he would go to heaven to join him
there; because, over a thousand years later, on the
day of Pentecost, the Apostle Peter rose up and, by
inspiration of the spirit which God had just poured
out on the apostles, said: ‘““Men and brethren, let me
freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he
is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us
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unto this day. For David is not ascended into the
heavens.”’ (Acts 2:29, 34) David’s dead baby was an
illegitimate child, born to David by an act of adultery
committed with another man’s wife. We should not
think, though, that the baby went to a place of eternal
torment, and that David meant to join him in that
place; because David was punished, repented, and
dicd faithful to God, and the Bible prophesies of his
restoration from death to life on earth under Christ’s
kingdom. Henece, David’s words simply mean that, the
resurrection time being not yet due, David would die
before the baby was restored to life, and thus he
would join it in the death condition in the grave. Da-
vid knew that in due time both he and the baby would
be awakened to life and come forth from the grave,
because his psalms so indicate. In Psalm 49:15 it is
written: ‘‘God will redeem my soul from the power
of the grave’’; but the marginal reading says, ‘‘from
the hand of hell,”’ thus showing that the grave and
the Bible hell are one and the same.

Once human souls did not exist. It was over six
thousand years ago that the first human soul was
brought into existence. But let me read you Bible
texts which use the original Bible word for ‘‘soul’’,
and see if you can discover your own human soul.
Let us ask: Can a soul chew a good beefsteak or drink
water or wine? Deuteronomy 12: 20 replics: ‘‘Because
thy soul longeth to eat flesh, thou mayest eat flesh.’’
Leviticus 7:20 says: ‘‘The soul that eateth of the
flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings, that pertain
unto the Lord.’’ And Proverbs 25: 25 says: ‘“ As cold
waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far
country.’’ (Ex. 12:16; Prov. 27:7) Oh, you say, then
a soul has teeth and a stomach and a digestive tract
that gets hungry and thirsty! Well, then, does a hu-
man soul have flesh and blood? Let Jeremiah 2:34
answer. It reads, ‘‘In thy skirts is found the blood of
the souls of the poor innocents.’” In the Hebrew Le-
viticus 17: 14 says: ‘‘The blood of it is for the soul
[nephesh, Hebrew] of it.”’ (Prov. 28:17) Since ‘‘the
life of the flesh is in the blood’’ (Lev. 17:11), the
human soul must have a body that you can touch or
seratch with your nails, or put in prison. Psalm 105:
18, 20 says of Joscph: ‘‘His soul [marginal reading]
was laid in iron; the king sent and loosed him.’’
Psalm 7:1, 2 reads: ‘‘Deliver me; lest he tear my
soul like a lion, rending it [the soul] in pieces.’’ (Job
18:4) Can your eyes see a human soul? If not, then
how could King Saul have seen to hunt, for David
said to him: ‘“Thou huntest my soul to take it.””
(1 Sam. 24:11; also Ps. 70:2; 71:10; 62:1) King
Saul replied: ‘“My soul was precious in thine eyes
this day’’ (1 Sam. 26:21), showing that David could
sce to spare King Saul’s soul alive. Surely the king
of Sodom was not asking for somcthing immaterial
and spiritual when he said to Abram: ‘‘Give me the
souls [marginal reading], and take the goods to thy-
sclf,”’ (Gen. 14:21) Nor was a Hebrew priest buying
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mere wind when, as Leviticus 22: 11 states: ‘‘If the
priest buy any soul with his money, he [the bought
soul] shall cat of it [‘the holy thing,” v. 10].”’ He was
buying something which would cost him to feed.

‘But,’ some one asks, ‘where does the Bible expose the
‘‘immortality of the soul’’ theory %’ ‘Why,’ says anoth-
er, ‘does the human soul die?’ Again let God’s Word
answer: Judges 16:30 tells us that Samson prayed:
*Let my soul [marginal reading] die with the Phil-
istines.’’ Joshua 10: 28, 30, 32, 35, 39, tells how Josh-
ua captured various cities, and says: ‘‘They smote
them with the edge of the sword, and utterly de-
stroyed all the souls that were therein.’”’ Speaking of
God’s ability to cut off a wicked soul from any resur-
rection to life, Jesus said: ‘‘Fear him who is able to
destroy both soul and body in gehenna [marginal
reading].”’ (Matt. 10:28 A, R. V.) Job 36: 14 statcs:
“Their soul dieth [marginal reading] in youth.”
(Job 33:22) Psalm 33:18, 19 says: ‘“The eye of the
Lord is upon them that fear him, . . . to deliver their
soul from death, and to keep them alive.’”” The Apos-
tle James (D:20) tells us that by converting a Chris-
tian erring in his way we ‘‘shall save a soul from
death’’.

Finally, to remove all doubt as to the mortality of
the human soul, Ezekiel 18: 4, 20 plainly says: ‘‘The
soul that sinneth, it shall die.”’ Hence the Bible con-
sistently shows that the dead are dead, and says that
“‘the dead know not any thing’’. (Eeecl. 9:5, 10) The
only immortal soul is Jehovah, originally; Jesus was
made an immortal soul, ‘‘a life-giving spirit,”’ at his
resurrection from the dead (1 Cor. 15:45, A. R. V.;
Rev. 1:18); and the faithful, overcoming Christians
will gain and put on immortality when resurrected
from death as heavenly beings. (Rom. 2:7; 1 Cor.
15:53, 54) However, all human souls not gaining the
victorious Christian’s prize of immortality will re-
main for ever mortal. Yet by obedience to God and
the incoming kingdom of Christ human beings may
live for ever in perfection on this earth, being ever
sustained by God’s provision and power.

Many more seriptures eould be quoted, but have
you had enough to help you to discover what your
soul is? If you truly believe what God’s written Word
says, you will say: Yes, I have not a spiritual soul
inside, distinet from my body and that escapes from
my body at death, but I am a soul.

That statement is correct. The first human soul was
Adam. 1 Corinthians 15: 45 reads: ‘* And so it is writ-
ten, The first man Adam was made a living soul.”’
‘Where is it thus written? In Genesis 2: 7; and please
note that it is not written that God brcathed into man
either a mortal or an immortal soul. The scripture
reads: ‘‘And the Lord God formed man of the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul.”’ The
living, breathing, sentient creature man is, as a whole,
the human soul. Due to sin, the human soul now dies.
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But Isaiah 53:12 says of Jesus: ‘‘He hath poured
out his soul unto death’’ for us. By this God will re-
deem all human souls from the power of the grave.—
Ps. 49:15,

Those souls who have already gone into the grave
w11l be recreated in the resurrection time, the over-
coming Christians to divine life in heaven, but man-
lind in general to human life on this earth. Christ
Jesus and his true followers, resurrected to heavenly
elory with him, will rule from heaven over mankind.
Then, only those human beings who obstinately re-
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fuse to obey and who deliberately persist in sin, will
be destroyed, body and soul, in gelenna, the second
death. (Matt. 10:28; Rev. 20:14) But the righteous
of earth shall say: ‘“O bless our God, . . . which hold-
eth our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be
moved.”’ (Ps. 66:8, 9) Each human being thus pre-
served will ‘‘vow a vow unto the Lord, . .. to bind
his soul with a bond’’, the bond of a full devotion of
his soul, that is, his whole being, breath, body, intelli-
gence, and all, to Jehovah God and through Christ
Jesus for ever.—Num. 30: 2.

LETTERS

‘ARRAIGN SATAN AND CONSTRAIN JEBOVAH'S PEQPLE’

My DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Respecting the insignificance of the flesh, Paul wrote, ‘‘ Who
then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye
believed?’’ Judge Rutherford says, ‘‘No man is entitled to
any credit for the truth and its publication.”’ And again
says Paul, *‘That no flesh should glory in his presence.’’

Keeping in mind in an advisory way this array of wisdom,
the Lord willing, I am going to call your attention to our
new books from the viewpoint of a careful and appreciative
reader. Please indulge me.

The importance and usefulness of these invaluable books us
real public instructors and monitors is inestimably enhanced
by their candid and uncompromising attitude toward the or-
ganizations, institutions, standards and rules of our modern
civilization.

Written in the spirit of a sound mind and under the aus-
pices of the Word of God, the Bible, they fearlessly and
lionestly portray to their readers the present unsatisfactory
vrorld situation and its cause and remedy. Never before in
the history of man were such books written and ecirculated,
and never before was it required. Their attitude is definitely
predicted in Malachi 3: 5.

In their fearless and honest portrayal of our present um-
satisfactory world situation these books graphically disclose
the rapidly increasing lawlessness and corruption of our pres-
ent-day religious, political, social, industrial and financial in-
stitutions and their false standards and exploiting leaders
and rulers.

And they authoritatively arraign Satan as the present evil
super-ruler of these burdensome world-powers and their tyran-
nical rulers, and also as the chief despoiler of the best in-
terests of mankind by keeping them enslaved to these domineer-
ing powers and rulers of his own making. (Ezek, 28:17;
Isa. 14:16, 17) In this phase of their ministry these books
are unique and their position unchallengeable,

It is against these hurtful, satanic governments of devilized
mankind, these books clearly point out, that Jehovah God is
now establishing his own righteous government on earth, and
for the purpose of binding Satan and completely destroying
his authority, influence and power on earth and over mankind.
If the potentates of earth could read, understand and appre-
ciate these helpful books, how these would help them to read-
just their present distressing entanglements!

On the other hand, however, in their honest and unbiased
appeal to the best in the reader these books neither threaten,
flatter nor condemn him. But rather, they seek to be his
friends and companions, as well as fellow Bible students,
And in their intellectual companionship with him they mu-
tually and eagerly imbibe the Bible messages of hope, en-
couragement and comfort so much needed by the disciple in
this day of skepticism and doubt.

And so, step by step, they mutually go forward, convinced
by the teachings of the Word of God that they are walking in
the right direction and toward a safe and desirable goal. Thus
these books, in the spirit of service, fellowship and worship,
and by the aid of revelation and the use of consecrated reason,
constrain their honest readers to become more devoted wor-

shipers of God and more confident students of his Word and
more zealous ministers in his service. More than this is not
required, and less would not be enough nor pleasing to God.
And these timely books came to us since ¢1918°’. I am wait-
iny for Prophecy. As ever, I am
Your well-wisher,
J. P. MARTIN, Ohio,

CONTINUED COOPERATION
DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

At the annual business meeting of the ecclesia, held October
6, the secretary was instructed to convey to you their appre-
ciation of your loving and faithful ministry, and of the many
favors received from the Bible House during the past year;
also to assure you of their continued cooperation with you in
the great work in which the church is engaged at the present
time.

This year the class has, for the first time, set a quota, and
it will be their aim and endeavor to place one thousand books
during the next twelve months. This is not a large number,
but with only five workers (not including those who are doing
pioneer work) giving what little time they have at their dis-
posal, we know it will require earnest effort and determination.
However, we mean to ‘‘go over the top’’, if possible.

Praying that your hands may be upheld by the whole-hearted
cooperation of the consecrated, as you day by day continue
the proclamation of Jehovah’s message,

Yours in his service,
SourH NORWALK (Conn.) ECCLESIA.
Mes. A, E. Purvis, Secretary.

EARNESTLY COOPERATING
DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

The Lowell ecclesia extend to you their Christian love and
support.

We greatly appreciate the lightnings of truth as revealed in
The Watch Tower and the books sent forth.

Each new book and Watch Tower is an added blessing and
inspiration for which we praise our heavenly Father.

We are jeyfully responding in going from house to house
seeking to bring honor to Jehovah’s name as we declare the
message of the overthrow of Satan’s organization and the
incoming of Jehovah’s kingdom.

Brother Watt’s visit to Lowell recently was a great stimulus
and help. Many ways were shown how our organized efforts
could be improved to accomplish more to the honor of our
God, for which we are truly thankful.

Your untiring zeal and faithfulness in the Lord’s service,
dear Brother Rutherford, increase our love for you, We daily
remember you and all the coworkers at the throme of grace.
Earnestly cooperating with you in all your efforts to advance
the kingdom, we are

Your brethren by his favor,
LoweLL (Mass.) EcCOLESIA.
Miss EMaa MILLER, Seo’y.
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Foam Lake, Sask. ... ” 8  Wetaskiwin, Alta. *o23,24
Saskatoon, Sask. » o 10-12 Calgary, Alta., ......."” 25,26
Wilkie, Nask. ” 14,15  Macleod, Alta,

Camrose, Alta. . ” 16  Lethbridge, Alta.

W. J. THORN

Wheeling, W. Va. Dec. 31-Jan.1  Canton, Ohio
Martins Ferry, Uhio Jan 2-4 ’\Ia<slllon Ohio
Hollidays Cove, W. 5,6  Ashland, Ohio .
East Liverpool, Ohio » 7.8  Manstield, Ohio
Lisbon, Ohio ....... ” 9-11  Galion, Ohio ..
Alliance, Ohio ....... - " 12-153 Marion, Olio

8. H. TOUTJIAN

Detroit, Mich, Jan, 1 Munger, Mich.
Durand, Mich " 2 Midland, Mich,

¥lint, Mich. ” 3-7 Lansing, Mich.

Saginaw, Mich, ” 8-12 Grand Rapids, Mi

Bay City, Mich. ? 13-15 Muskegon, Mich, Jan.29- Feb.
J. C. WATT

Kenora, Ont. ... Dec. 31-Jan.1  Humboldt, Sask, ...... Jan. 13, 14

Winnipeg, Man. ... Jan, 3-5 Edmonton, Alta, v 17-19

Gilbert lains, Man,. ” 68,7 Camrose, Alta,

Quill Lake, Sask. ...” 8,9 Swalwell, Alta,

Saskatoon, Sask, ..... ” 10-12 Calgary, Alta.

GEORGE YOUNG

Sioux City, Iowa ..Jan. 3,4 Boulder, Colo.
Norfolk, Nebr. .......... ”» , 6 Berthoud, Colo.
Litchfield, Nebr. ...... " 7,8  Greeley, Colo.

Cheyenne, Wyo.

Fort Mo , Colo. .. ™ 10,11 28,
en Colo » Casper, Wy0. ...Jan. 31-Feb 1

ver, Colo, ..ocoeecuee 12-21

LB.S.A.Berean Bible Studies

by means of

e WATCH TOWER

¢¢Locating the Time’’
Issue of December 1, 1929

Week beginning February 2 . . . . . ¢ 119
Week beginning February 9 . . . . . ¥ 2038
¢‘The Days of Daniel’’

Issue of December 15, 1929
Week beginning February 16 . . . . . T 121
Week beginning February 23 . . . . . ¥ 2242




