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UI  w i l l  s t a n d  u p o n  m y  w a t c h  a n d  w i U  s e t  m y  f o o t  
u p o n  t h e  'T o w e r ,  a n d  w i l l  w a t c h  t o  s e n  w h a t  H e  w i l l  
s a y  u n t o  m e ,  a n d  w h a t  a n s w e r  I  s h a l l  m a k e  td t h e v f t  
t h a t  oppose me.” — i l a b a h k v . l i  S :  1.

Upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves Itha restless, discontented] roaring; men’s hearts falling them 
for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall ^  s*?a^e? '  • • ‘ 
things begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Look up, and lift np your heads, fop your rede p 
draweth nigh.—Luke 21: 25-31; Matthew 24: 33; Mark 13 :29,
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T H E  P H IL A D E L P H IA  C O N V E N T IO N

T h e  an nu al m eetin g  an d  co n v e n tio n  w as h e ld  a t  P h ila d e lp h ia  
O cto b e r  31 to  N o v e m b e r  3 in clu s ive . T h e  la rg e st  a tten d a n ce  
at the co n v e n tio n  w as a p p ro x im a te ly  1 ,500. O n  the first d ay , 
the  p re s id e n t su b m itted  th e  an nu al rep ort . I t  is  e n tire ly  t o o  
vo lu m in ou s to  set fo r t h  in  The Watch Tower. Suffice i t  to  
sa y  th a t  i t  is , b y  the L o r d ’s g ra ce , the  b e st  re p o r t  w e  have 
y e t  h a d , sh ow in g  a n  in crea sed  in terest a n d  zea l i a  the  L o r d ’s 
w o rk  th ro u g h o u t th e  earth . T h is  re p o r t  w ill b e  p u b lish ed  in  
fu l l  in  the  Year Book, w h ich  w ill b e  ou t an d  re a d y  f o r  d is ­
tr ib u t io n  b y  th e  la s t  o f  D ecem b er. I t  is  h o p e d  th a t  a ll  the 
bre th ren  w ill read  the r e p o r t  w ith  m uch  in terest.

T h e  con v en tion  p ro ce e d e d  to  v o te  u p on  a  b o a rd  o f  d ire c to rs  
an d  officers, a n d  th e  fo l lo w in g  w ere  n o m in a te d : F o r  the  b o a rd  
o f  d irectors , J . F . R u th e r fo rd , C. A . W ise , W . E . V a n  A m b u rg h , 
R . J .  M a rtin , A . H . M a cm illa n , I I .  I I . R iem er , E . J .  L u e ck . 
F o r  officers o f  the  S o c ie ty : J . F . R u th e r fo rd , p re s id e n t ; 0 .  A . 
W ise , v ice -p re s id e n t ; W . E . V a n  A m b u rg h , se cre ta ry  a n d  
t re a su re r ; H . H . R iem er , a ss ista n t se cre ta ry  a n d  ass ista n t 
treasurer.

T h e  g re a te r  p o r t io n  o f  th e  tim e  w as o ccu p ie d  in  lis te n in g  
t o  d iscou rses  b y  the  v a r iou s  breth ren , a n d  p a r ticu la r ly  the 
fie ld  re g io n a l serv ice  w ork ers. I t  w as a  m ost b lessed  co n v e n ­
tio n , resu lt in g  in  u p b u ild in g  a n d  c o m fo r t in g  th ose  w h o were 
there  an d  e n co u ra g in g  them  to  p ress  on  w ith  g re a te r  zeal.

T h e  field  serv ice  y ie ld e d  sp le n d id  resu lts, a n d  a ll w ho par­
t ic ip a te d  in  i t  m a n ife s te d  g re a t  j o y  in  the  p r iv ile g e s  th ey  had.

T H E  T O R O N T O  C O N V E N T IO N

A  co n v e n tio n  w as h e ld  a t  T o ro n to , C anada, b e g in n in g  Friday  
even in g , N o v e m b e r  8, an d  con t in u in g  u n til M o n d a y  a fte rn o o n , 
the  11th . A b o u t  800 a tten d ed  the con ven tion .

A  g o o d  p o r t io n  o f  the  tim e  w as spent in  fie ld  serv ice , par­
t icu la r ly  on  S u n d a y  a n d  o n  M o n d a y  m orn in g , a n d  w ith  a  
sp len d id  resu lt. T h e  b re th ren  a ll g re a tly  r e jo ic e d  in  the part 
th e y  had  in  the  w o rk  an d  in  th e ir  co m in g  to g e th e r  an d  en ­
co u ra g in g  on e  a n oth er  t o  p ress  on  in  the  L o r d ’ s serv ice . T h e  
L o r d  is  p o u r in g  ou t h is  b less in gs  u p o n  h is p e o p le  a t  th is tim e, 
even  as he p rom ised , an d  as is to  b e  expected .
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OF CHRIST’S PRESENCE
Y o n . L D e c e m b e r  1, 1929 N o . 23

L O C A T I N G

" But thou, 0  Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the
and fro, and knowledge shall

JEHOVAH gave Daniel a vision of events that 
must come to pass, and caused him to make a 
prophetic record thereof. That Daniel did not 

make this record for his own benefit is quite sure, 
both from the facts and from the Scriptures. Daniel 
was wholly devoted to Jehovah, was one of God’s holy 
prophets, and therefore stood for or represented God’s 
anointed people who also are wholly devoted to Je­
hovah and who are on earth at the fixed “ time of the 
end ’

* Students of prophecy are well aware that the facts 
often show more than 'one fulfilment of a prophecy. 
Some prophecies are fulfilled in miniature, and later 
on a far greater scale. Some prophecies have a par­
tial fulfilment which illustrates the more complete ful­
filment. For a long while it has been understood that 
“ the time of the end”  began with 1799 A.D. and con­
tinued until 1914, and that the beginning thereof is 
specifically marked by the fact that Papacy at that 
time received a severe blow. While many facts seem 
to support that conclusion, the proof is not by any 
means conclusive. Such may have been a miniature 
fulfilment.

U N D E R S T A N D IN G

* When Daniel had received the vision he sought 
the meaning thereof. Concerning that he said; “ Be­
hold, there stood before me as the appearance of a 
man. And I heard a man’s voice between the banks 
of Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this 
man to understand the vision.”  (Dan. 8 :15,16) The 
understanding of the vision was what Daniel greatly 
desired. The time of understanding, and the under­
standing thereof, was the important thing. In his 
account of the vision he further says: “ So he came 
near where I stood; and when he came, I was afraid, 
and fell upon my face; but he said unto me, Under­
stand, 0  son of man: for at the time of the end shall 
be the vision. And he said, Behold, I will make thee 
know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: 
for at the time appointed the end shall be.”  (Dan. 
8:17,19) It must be true that the meaning of these

T H E  T I M E

book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to 
be increased.” —Dan. 12:4.

words are that at “ the time of the end”  the meaning 
of the vision would be understood, and that it would 
be understood by those persons on earth whom Daniel 
represented and who would be on earth at that fixed 
time. That Daniel did not understand the meaning 
thereof is made certain by his own words: “ I heard, 
but I understood not. ’ ’—Dan. 12: 8.

* In further proof that the vision could not be un­
derstood until the ‘ appointed time of the end’, it is 
written: “ And he said, Go thy way, Daniel; for 
the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the 
end.”  (Dan. 12 :9 ) Even when the appointed time 
should arrive not every one would be permitted to 
understand this prophecy, and that conclusion is sup­
ported by the words: “ None of the wicked shall un­
derstand; but the wise shall understand.”  (Dan, 
12:10) “ The wicked”  must mean those who at one 
time had some enlightenment concerning God’s pur­
poses but who at “ the time of the end”  would be 
wicked by reason of having become unfaithful to the 
covenant; and they, therefore, would not be permitted 
to understand. “ The wise”  seems certainly to refer 
to those who take a wise course of being diligent in 
keeping the terms of the covenant and who are faith­
ful unto God and are joyfully obedient unto his com­
mandments. This would mean, not merely hearing 
the Word of the Lord, but putting forth the best en­
deavor to do his will.

M E A N IN G

“ The phrase “ time of the end”  is therefore of great 
importance, and that time must correspond with the 
time of the understanding of the vision. It was at 
the time of the overthrow of Zedekiah and the carry­
ing away of Israel into Babylon that Satan became 
the god of the entire world. Babylon, of which 
Nebuchadnezzar was the ruler, there became the dom­
inant world power. That marked the beginning of the 
Gentile times. Daniel was particularly desirous of 
having more light upon the course of the Gentile 
powers and the duration of the times of the Gentiles. 
He prayed God for more light. God heard his prayer;



but the answer given Daniel was a mystery which 
Daniel could not understand.

6 The angel of Jehovah at that time informed Daniel 
that he was greatly beloved and should understand; 
and this is further proof that what was then and 
there written was written for the benefit of God’s 
beloved ones upon earth and upon whom the end of 
the world comes, and that the understanding thereof 
would be for the aid, comfort and encouragement of 
God’s beloved people. (Rom. 1 5 :4 ; 1 Cor. 10:11) 
When the angel spoke to Daniel of “ the time of tho 
end” , manifestly he was speaking of the time when 
God’s people should be delivered; that is to say, of 
the end of the Gentile times, or end of Satan’s world, 
when God’s anointed people would be completely sep­
arated therefrom.

7 Papacy is a part of Satan’s organization, and 
therefore of the Gentile powers, and it may be well 
said that the facts show a measure of fulfilment upon 
Papacy which illustrates the real fulfilment at ‘ the 
appointed time of the end’. A distinction must be 
made, in the consideration of prophecy, between that 
which illustrates its fulfilment and the true exposition 
of the prophecy showing a fulfilment. Papacy does 
not seem to be specifically mentioned in the book of 
Daniel. It is true that 1799 A.D. marks an important 
point in the history of the world. The French Revolu­
tion, the things that came to pass in connection there­
with, and the great blow that the Papacy then re­
ceived, are facts of importance; but these do not seem 
to be sufficient to mark the real fulfilment of this 
great prophecy. To fix the beginning of “ the time of 
the end”  by the breaking of the Papacy’s domination, 
power, and sway in the earth, therefore, seems to be 
giving Papacy more prominence than the Scriptures 
warrant. It may be further said ” iat the facts record­
ed in history concerning Napoleon’s campaigns, Pa­
pacy, and other attending circumstances were leading 
up to ‘ the appointed time of the end’ ; but “ the time 
of the end” , which is a time definitely fixed by the 
Lord, can hardly be said to be fixed by these facts 
of profane history.

‘M IC H A E L  S T A N D S  U P ’

8 Specifically referring to the fixed “ time of the 
end”  it is written: “ And at that time shall Michael 
stand up, the great prince which standeth for the 
children of thy people: and there shall be a time of 
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation 
even to that same time; and at that time thy people 
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found writ­
ten in the book.”  (Dan. 12:1) “ Michael”  signifies 
“ who is as God” , and is therefore one of the names 
applied to Jesus Christ, God’s great executive officer. 
The fixed “ time of the end” , therefore, corresponds 
with the time that Michael stands up or becomes 
active as God’s great officer. Upon this point the 
Scriptures are explicit.

9 When J esus ascended on high, it is written of and 
concerning him, at that time “ The Lord said unto 
my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make 
thine enemies thy footstool” . (Ps. 110:1) Therefore 
“ the time of the end”  is a definitely fixed time and 
must mean the time when Jehovah sends his executive 
officer forth to put down the enemy. It would def­
initely mark the end of Satan’s uninterrupted rule. 
That does not mean the immediate destruction of 
Satan and his power, but does mean that at that spe­
cific time God would begin action to oust Satan from 
power. From the beginning of the Gentile times until 
the end thereof Satan held sway as the god of the 
world, without interference or restraint from Jehovah. 
When God’s due time came, however, that would be 
fulfilled which is written of and concerning that time: 
“ Tho Lord [Jehovah] shall send the rod of thy 
strength [his great executive officer] out of Zion 
[God’s organization, saying] : Rule thou in the midst 
of thine enemies. ’ ’ That would mark the beginning of 
the activities of Christ Jesus against Satan.

10 Concerning the same period of time it is written i 
“ We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which 
art, and wast, and art to come: because thou hast 
taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.”  
(Rev. 11:17) Then there immediately followed “ a 
time of trouble such as never was since there was a 
nation even to that same time” . Mark, however, that 
the scripture does not say that such is the end or 
last of all trouble. The words of Jesus indicate that 
the final trouble comes later. (Matt. 24:21,22) This 
latter trouble is specified as ‘ ‘ the battle of that great 
day of God Almighty” , in which Satan’s organiza­
tion in the earth shall be completely destroyed.

11 The disciples of Jesus Christ were Israelites, and 
they, with other Israelites, would be hoping for the 
end of the oppressive dominion of the Gentile powers. 
Jesus had taught them concerning the end of the 
world, which, evidently, they would understand to 
mean the end of the Gentile times and therefore ‘ ‘ the 
time of the end”  mentioned by Daniel the prophet. 
His disciples addressed Jesus to know what would be 
the proof of that time, and, among other things, he 
said that there would be a great trouble of world war, 
famine, pestilence, and distress of nations. He told them 
that such would mark the beginning of the trouble; 
and his words definitely settled that point. Jesus told 
his disciples, in substance, that the beginning of the 
trouble would mark the events of the end of the 
Gentile times, or Satan’s world, and that then there 
would be a cessation of trouble for a time, during 
which time of apparent peace “ this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations” . Then Jesus adds that after 
such witness is completed the final end would come in 
a time of “ great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever 
shall he” . His words therefore indicate the complete



destruction of Satan’s organization at the time men­
tioned by him.—Matt. 24: 8,14, 21, 22.

12 Taking all these scriptures together, and knowing 
that they must be in exact harmony with one another, 
and taking the well known facts in connection there­
with, it is easy to be seen that the definitely fixed 
“ time of the end”  was and is 1914 A.D. Nothing 
came to pass in 1799 that corresponds so well with 
these prophecies as did in 1914.

13 God having told Daniel that the prophecy was 
sealed up and closed even until “ the time of the 
end” , it does not seem reasonable that the seals there­
of would be broken and the prophecy concerning the 
exact fixed “ time of the end”  made clear until after 
the date 1914. Prior to that time some might, and 
some did, apply the historical facts that had come to 
pass in an honest endeavor to solve this mystery, and 
their efforts in so doing would be pleasing to the Lord 
because it showed a disposition to know God’s will. 
The facts might be taken as a partial fulfilment illus­
trating the deeper and more complete fulfilment and 
the understanding thereof when the due and definitely 
fixed “ time of the end”  should arrive. The historical 
facts prophetically recorded by Daniel show what 
would lead up to the fixed “ time of the end”  at which 
fixed time the vision would be made clear. It must 
be kept in mind that the understanding of the vision, 
as it relates to God’s chosen people, was and is the 
important thing. It was important to Daniel, but of 
much more importance to God’s anointed people 
whom Daniel represented. The vision was not given 
for the benefit of the world or those outside of God’s 
chosen people. It is noticed that there is nothing to 
show that in 1799 Michael stood up and that then a 
great time of trouble followed. On the contrary, all 
the facts show that in 1914 Michael did stand up, take 
his power and begin his reign, and that there imme­
diately followed a time of great trouble.

‘ RUNNING TO AND FRO’

11 At the same time God told Daniel that the proph­
ecy would be sealed up “ even to the time of the end 
[when] many shall run to and fro, and knowledge 
shall be increased” . For a long while students of 
prophecy have limited the fulfilment of these words 
last quoted to the fact that men travel up and down 
through the earth by means of rapid machines, such 
as locomotives, steamships, automobiles, airplanes, and 
other like means; and that the great increase of 
knowledge relates to things of scientific investigation 
which synchronizes wi>th the development of rapid 
transit in the earth. Apparently such interpretation 
is correct and full, because the physical facts seem to 
support that conclusion. That is to say, in recent 
years there has been great advancement in science, 
and at the same time much rapid transit.

15 But be it noted that it has not been God’s people 
that have been particularly connected with scientific

development or the invention of machines. A careful 
reading of the context of this prophecy, however, 
shows that the prophecy must have a deeper meaning 
than that which has been given to it. This text has 
been repeatedly used to prove that Daniel was a true 
prophet of God, because there has been so much ‘ run­
ning to and fro ’ and advancement in science. It does 
not seem to be God’s purpose, however, to prove to 
his anointed ones who is a true prophet by any such 
means. There lived in modern times a woman named 
Mother Shipton who gave a somewhat similar predic­
tion, and none of God’s anointed would be expected 
to receive her as a true prophetess. It seems proper, 
therefore, that we should look for a deeper and more 
significant meaning to these words of Daniel.

16 What is the meaning of the words ‘ ‘ run to and 
fro ” ? Do they mean that men are hurrying from 
place to place by means of rapid transit? Everybody 
in the world could see that. Could it therefore be of 
any special meaning to God’s anointed ? The identical 
words are used in 2 Chronicles 16: 9, wherein it is 
written: “ For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong 
in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward 
him. ’ ’ Surely the words here can not mean that the Lord 
is in a hurry in his examination of some of those in 
whose behalf he might show his strength! On the 
contrary, clearly the thought is that God scrutinizes 
those who have been brought into the covenant with 
him. To this end his eyes carefully search out all 
those who are his, in whatsoever part of the earth 
they may be. It would, of course, be unnecessary for 
Jehovah to move at all; but, casting his eyes about, 
he would consider all people and would manifest his 
strength in behalf of those who are devoted to him.

17 Again, Jeremiah was caused to say: “ Run ye to 
and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, 
and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if 
ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that scekcth the truth; and I will pardon 
it.”  (Jer. 5 :1 ) Without a doubt the meaning of 
these same words used in this text is that diligent 
search should be made and all carefully scrutinized 
to the end that one might be found that is approved 
by the Lord. There is no thought in this text of mak­
ing haste by rapid travel, yet the words used are 
exactly the same words used by the Prophet Daniel 
relative to “ the time of the end” .

18 The Prophet Zechariah makes this record by 
God’s direction: “ The hands of Zerubbabel have laid 
the foundation of this house; his hands shall also 
finish it; and thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts 
hath sent me unto you. For who hath despised the 
day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall 
see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those 
seven; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to 
and fro through the whole earth.”  (Zech. 4 :9 ,10 )



Here again, the same words, "ru n  to and fro,”  are 
used, and there is a complete absence of any thought 
of hurrying from one place to another, or even of a 
hurried glance and a cursory examination. The plain 
thought is that of supervision, with an exact knowl­
edge and a careful scrutiny and examination. It 
means knowledge perfectly applied, and suggests 
knowledge that is entirely applied in the right way. 
This begins to indicate a deeper meaning of the words 
of the Prophet Daniel.

19 The Prophet Amos (8 :11,12) tells of a time 
when there would be a famine in the land, not of 
material food, but a famine " o f  hearing the words 
of the Lord” . This would not mean a famine to those 
who would hear; but the famine would be on the part 
of those who do not hear. Then says the prophet that 
during such time "they shall wander from sea to 
sea, and from the north even to the east; they shall 
run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall 
not find it” . In recent years, as is well known, many 
professed Christians, led by their unfaithful clergy, 
have sought for knowledge everywhere except in the 
Word o f the Lord, and have had their ears closed to 
the hearing of the Word of the Lord. Those, however, 
who have diligently sought the Word of the Lord 
have found it in that same time more than in any 
other. In this text the words "run  to and fro ”  are 
used, but manifestly they do not indicate any rapid 
travel from one place to another or even in a hurried 
search. The words plainly indicate diligence, and not 
speed, in searching for something satisfying; and yet 
those who search other than the Lord’s Word find it 
not.

20 The German translation of Daniel 12:4, accord­
ing to the Elberfeld edition, reads: “ Viele werden es 
durchforschen, und die Erkenntnis wird sich mehren, ”  
which, being translated into English, reads: "Many 
will make thorough study [or examination, search] 
of it, and knowledge shall be increased.”  The Scan­
dinavian Bible also renders this text in the same way.

21 Seeing the plain use of the phrase "run  to 
and fro1 ’ by other prophets, we see also that the words 
of Daniel, both in the text and in the context, in­
dicate an earnest and careful study of the Word of 
God at "the time of the end”  by those who are de­
voted to the Lord God, because the time has come for 
the opening of the words of the prophet to God’s 
servant class. Since the Word of God was written for 
his covenant people (Rom. 15 :4 ), and not for unbe­
lievers, and since the prophet says that at "the time 
of the end”  many shall "run  to and fro, and knowl­
edge shall be increased” , we should expect that the 
increase of knowledge mentioned would be had by 
those who are God’s anointed people, rather than that 
it would be an increase of knowledge by worldly 
persons.

22 The deeper meaning of the words of the Prophet

Daniel seem to be this: At the stated and fixed time, 
to wit, "the time of the end,”  God’s anointed people 
shall exercise diligence in searching the Word of God, 
then and there to be opened because God’s due time 
has come for them to understand, and his flashes of 
lightning will illuminate his Word and reveal his 
purposes; and thereby there is a corresponding in­
crease of knowledge by and on the part of his anointed 
people. This exactly corresponds with the facts that 
those who have been devoted to the Lord have in this 
"time of the end”  received a clearer vision of proph­
ecy. The parable of the virgins supports this conclu­
sion.—Matt. 25:1-8.

23 This conclusion is fully supported by the words 
of the Prophet Amos above mentioned. The prophecy 
of Amos was written 250 years before Daniel’s proph­
ecy was written. Amos foretold the time coming when 
there would be a famine of the hearing of the words 
of the Lord, at which time many would run to and 
fro in search for something satisfying. Daniel’s proph­
ecy written later must be consistent with that which 
the Lord had spoken by Amos. Amos referred to a 
specific time. Daniel’s prophecy covers the whole 
period of time concerning the times and seasons of 
the Gentiles, even to "the time of the end”  of the 
Gentiles. When at the end of that specific time, not 
only would the prophecy of Amos be understood, and 
the prophecy of Daniel, but the meaning must be that 
until "the time of the end”  none of the prophecies 
would be clearly understood, but that when the due 
time had arrived the prophecies of Amos, Daniel, Job 
and others would be understood. Who, then, would 
be privileged to have that understanding ?

THE WISE

24 Daniel answers that question in these words j 
"Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; 
but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the 
wicked shall understand; but the wise shall under­
stand.”  (Dan. 12:10) These words of the prophet 
limit the understanding of the prophecy to the "w ise” , 
and the time thereof is ‘ at the appointed time of the 
end’. The words of the prophet also show that those 
who would be wise and understand must first b3 
"purified, and made white, and tried” . It necessarily 
follows, then, from the prophecy, that the following 
things must exist at the same time, to w it: the stand­
ing up of Michael; the running to and fr o ; the cleans­
ing or purification of God’s people; and their un­
derstanding of the prophecies.

25 Without a doubt Satan used the Papacy to de­
file the professed people of God. Many attempts were 
made by good men to cleanse the people of God from 
such defilements. The so-called reformation by Martin 
Luther was doubtless prompted by good intentions, 
but the movement did not reform. The organization 
led by Luther became a part of Satan’s organization,



and continued therein. Those who entered the or­
ganization, though then sincere, soon gave flattering 
titles to men, and God pushed them aside. The ref­
ormation movements led by such men as Wesley, 
Campbell, Miller and others, collapsed; and those mak­
ing up such organized movements fell into the same 
trap of Satan and became a part of his organization. 
Surely it will not be insisted by any one who is de­
voted to the Lord that the organization of the Evan­
gelical Alliance, in 1846, accomplished a complete ref­
ormation or cleansing and purifying of the people of 
God.

26 The greatest reformation amongst God’s profess­
ed people ever led by any man was that in which 
Brother Russell engaged, and both the facts and the 
Scriptures show that even that did not accomplish 
the complete cleansing of the people of God. The 
words of God’s prophet give a reason therefor, to wit: 
“ Except the Lord build the house, they labour in 
vain that build it; except the Lord keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain.”  (Ps. 127:1) With­
out a doubt the Lord has been pleased with the honest 
and sincere efforts put forth by good men to bring 
about reformation and cleansing, but that work could 
not be made complete by men; it could be accom­
plished only by the Lord himself.

27 Daniel tells of a purifying work that must be 
done at the end of the world. Other scriptures show 
when it will be done and who does it. God, through 
his prophet Malachi, discloses that for some time prior 
to 1918 the Lord Jesus, as God’s Messenger and spe­
cial representative, was ‘preparing the way before 
Jehovah’. At the proper and appointed time he ‘ sud­
denly comes to his temple’. For what purpose does 
he come to his temple? The Scriptures answer, for 
the purpose of judgment and cleansing. “ The Lord 
is in his holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven; 
his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men. 
The Lord trietli the righteous; but the wicked, and 
him that loveth violence, his soul hateth. Upon the 
wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and 
an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their 
cup. For the righteous Lord loveth righteousness; 
his countenance doth behold the upright. ’ ’-Ps. 11: 4-7.

28 Malachi corroborates this last statement by show­
ing that when he comes to his temple is the time of 
fiery trials and testings upon the professed peoples 
of God, “ for he is like a refiners fire, and like fuller’s 
soap.”  He sits to purify the truth, represented under 
the symbol of silver, in order that the truth may be 
made clear and understandable. Then the vision is to 
be understood. He sits to try, to purge and purify, 
those who are in the covenant with God by completely 
separating them from every part of Satan’s organiza­
tion, that they may be -wholly and completely devoted 
to Jehovah’s work. “ And he shall sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of

Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they 
may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.”  
—Mai. 3 -. 3.

29 Those who come through the fire and are cleansed 
and approved and made white are made members of 
the servant of God. This work follows a fixed “ time 
of the end” ; and is done by the Lord, and not by 
man. It is apparent to all that man could not do this 
work, but that it must be done by the Lord himself. 
Compare the words of Malachi 3: 3 with the words of 
Daniel 12: 10, and it will be seen that they must refer 
to the same time and the same cleansing work. The 
Scriptural proof, taken together with the physical 
facts, shows beyond any doubt that the fixed “ time 
of the end”  means the time of the end of the Gentile 
dominion without interruption, and therefore the end 
of the world, or Satan’s uninterrupted rule, and is 
fixed at the end of 1914. It was then that God set 
his beloved Son upon his throne and sent him forth 
to begin ouster proceedings against the god of the 
Gentile powers. (Ps. 2 :6 ;  110: 2) It was thereafter, 
to wit, in 1918, that the Lord came to his temple and 
began the judgment or purifying work upon his pro­
fessed people. The “ wicked”  mentioned by the Proph­
et Daniel would necessarily embrace those who had 
made a covenant with the Lord, wrho had received 
some enlightenment, and who upon examination would 
be disapproved by the Lord; and the verdict is : “ None 
of the wicked shall understand.”  The purified re­
ceived the approval of the Lord, and, being wise, were 
permitted to understand, because it is the wise that 
understand.

80 Who are the wise? “ My son, attend unto my 
wisdom, and bow thine ear to my understanding.”  
(Prov. 5 :1 ) “ He that hearkeneth unto counsel is 
wise.”  (Prov. 12:15) The wise is strong in the Lord 
and increases his strength. (Prov. 24 :5 ) The wise 
man is lie who hears the words of the Lord and heeds 
and joyfully obeys them. He diligently searches the 
Scriptures, scrutinizes the proofs, and thereby, within 
the meaning of the prophet, ‘ ‘ runs to and fro ’ ’ ; and 
his knowledge of God’s purposes is increased. Such 
are the ones that Daniel declares will understand the 
unfolding of prophecy, and that after the purging 
which the Lord does at his temple.

81 The words of Daniel and of Jesus show that the 
wicked class is made manifest at the temple trial. 
(Dan. 12:10; Matt. 24 :48 ; 25:26) “ None of the 
wicked shall understand.”  “ Fools despise wisdom 
and instruction.”  (Prov. 1 :7 ) Such are wise in their 
own eyes. (Prov. 3: 7; 26:12) Such foolish ones scorn 
knowledge and are an abomination unto men and 
unto the Lord. (Prov. 2 4 :9 ; 15 :9 ; 16:5) In this 
connection it might be said that The Watch Tower is 
far from being perfect, but the Lord has used it as 
a means to communicate with his own people. It has 
enabled them to more diligently search the Word of



God and to study the truth. No member of the Society 
on earth is perfect, and yet the Lord uses them that 
are devoted to him to be his witnesses.

82 Men who hold the privileged position of elders 
and counselors of the ecclesias are in a position of 
responsibility to the Lord, and for these to scorn 
The Watch Tower and to say it is “ rotten and contains 
nothing but foolishness’ ’ shows a bad condition of 
heart. Some have taken exactly the position here 
described with reference to God’s means of feeding 
his people. Their offense is not really against The 
Watch Tower, but is against the Lord, who knows 
how to do his own business and employs his own 
selected means. These who thus become offended and 
pursue a lawless course the Lord says shall be gath­
ered out from amongst his people at “ the time of the 
end” . (Matt. 13:41, 42) It follows, then, that they 
would not understand. The words of Daniel concern­
ing the wicked’s not understanding could not apply 
to peoples of the world or of Satan’s organization, 
who have never been in the covenant with Jehovah, 
but must of necessity be limited to those who once 
made a covenant and have been unfaithful thereto.

83 Referring again to the prophecy of Amos (8: 
11-14): The language used implies a time of judg­
ment upon God’s people and a disapproval of the 
unfaithful. The prophecy had a fulfilment, in a 
measure, upon natural Israel, but its full and complete 
fulfilment is upon spiritual Israel. Such fulfilment 
was and is emphasized by the attitude of those judged 
by Jehovah: “ They that swear by the sin of Samaria, 
and say, Thy god, 0  Dan, liveth; and, The manner of 
Beer-sheba liveth; even they shall fall, and never 
rise up again. ’ ’—Amos 8 : 14.

34 The sin of Samaria was the sin of Jeroboam, who 
made golden calves and placed them at Dan and at 
Bethel. It was the sin of setting up a rival organization 
to that which God was using. Jeroboam made the 
golden images and then said to God’s chosen people, 
the Israelites: ‘ These be thy gods, 0  Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.’ (1 Ki. 
12: 28) Jeroboam professed to serve Jehovah, but at 
the same time set up a golden image to represent 
Jehovah; therefore the prophet describes this as “ the 
sin of Samaria” .

35 Following the judgment that began in 1918 there 
have been and are those who have broken away from 
the Lord’s organization, and have scorned the Society 
and The Watch Tower, and yet who claim to serve 
Jehovah God. They say: ‘ There has been no truth 
in The Watch Tower in recent years.’ They profess 
to still worship and serve Jehovah, but say that this 
can be properly done only through and by the teach­
ings of that ‘ faithful and wise servant’ who they 
claim is one man, and who they claim brought the 
people of God up out of antitypical Egypt. They 
give this credit to man, rather than to Jehovah God,

They set up their way of worshiping God by and 
through a man-appointed way, and therefore their 
course is likened unto “ the sin of Samaria” . They 
have suffered under the famine of hearing the Word 
of God, and do not understand. God had caused to 
be written in his Word by one representing his faith­
ful people, “ Let me not, I pray you, accept any man’s 
person; neither let me give flattering titles unto man; 
for I know not to give flattering titles; in so doing 
my Maker would soon takemeaway.”  (Job 32: 21, 22) 
It is manifest that God is not pleased with any one 
who gives flattering titles to any creature; and that 
which was said by Elihu applies to all who take a 
similar position.

88 In brief, “ the time of the end”  may be summed 
up in this manner: The Gentile times began in 606 
B.C., and must end at a time certain, which time 
marks the end of the world under Satan as the god 
thereof. The year 1914 marked the end of the Gentile 
times, and therefore the end of Satan’s world, and 
there began ouster proceedings against him by Jeho­
vah through Christ Jesus. “ The time of the end”  is, 
both by the facts and by the Scriptures, definitely 
fixed at, to wit, 1914 A.D. It was then that Michael 
stood up, and there followed a time of trouble such 
as there never was before that time. Then it was 
that in the earth nation rose against'nation, and king­
dom against kingdom, as never before.

87 Thereafter, to wit, in 1918, the Lord came to his 
temple and began the purging and purifying of those 
who claimed to have made a covenant with Jehovah; 
then there were many running to and fro by 
diligently and earnestly searching for the truth, and 
carefully and with godly fear scrutinizing the truth 
brought to them by the grace of the Lord. As a result 
thereof there has been a great increase of knowledge 
amongst the truly anointed people of God. The wise 
have received this increase of knowledge joyfully, 
have heeded the counsel of the Lord, and have de­
lighted to obey the commandments of God and put 
forth their best endeavors to glorify Jehovah God’s 
name by actively participating in his service. Being 
wise they understand and obey the Lord and shine 
forth as his witnesses.—Dan. 12 :4 ,10 ; Matt. 13: 43.

38 One of the works of this anointed class has been, 
and is, to turn the prisoner class to a devotion to the 
Lord, that they might receive Jehovah’s approval; 
and therefore says Daniel: ‘ ‘ They that turn many to 
righteousness [shall shine] as the stars for ever and 
ever.”  I f  such continue to act wisely, by faithfully 
and joyfully giving witness to the name and works 
of Jehovah God, and thereby turning many others to 
righteousness, they shall shine for ever. The fixed 
“ time of the end”  marks the time when the prophecy 
must be unveiled, because the Lord so stated. God’s 
lightnings continue to flash and illuminate his pur­
poses, as set forth in his Word, and in full harmony



with his promise; and the wise see it and rejoice, and 
they respond by unstinted service, devotion and praise 
to the great Jehovah God.

QUESTIONS FOK BEREAN STUDY
V 1, 2. Who was Daniel? Whom did he represent? What is 

the nature and purpose o f  the record contained in the 
book o f  Daniel? What has been observed as to the manner 
o f  fulfilment o f  some o f  the prophecies o f  the Bible?

Tf 3, 4. Relate what took place after Daniel’s receiving the 
vision. Explain the meaning o f  the messenger’s words, 
as to when and by whom the vision would be understood. 

U 5, 6. Describe the events marking the beginning o f  ‘ 1 the 
times o f  the Gentiles” . What was it that Daniel there 
particularly desired? What information was given him? 
For whose benefit was it given?

1T 7. How are the events o f  1799 related to ‘ the appointed 
time o f  the end’ ?

8-10. What is meant by the expression, ‘ Michael shall stand 
u p ’ ? How is the time thereof related to the fixed “ time 
o f  the end ’ ’ ? How is this related to that which is recorded 
in  Psalm 110: 1 ,2  and Revelation 11: 17 ?

H 11-13. Give the substance o f  Jesus’ answer to his disciples’  
question recorded in Matthew 24: 3. In what manner, 
then, is the definitely fixed ‘ ‘ time o f  the end ’ ’ ascertained ? 

K 14, 15. State the application hitherto given Daniel 12: 4.
Show whether it meets the requirements o f  the context. 

If 16-20. B y illustration with other texts in which “ run to and 
f r o ”  is used, show the true significance o f  the expression. 

II 21-23. Quote another translation, and state the facts verify­
ing the explanation here presented. HoW does the proph­
ecy o f  Amos 8 : 11,12 serve to confirm the correctness 
thereof?

t  24. Quote Daniel 12: 10 to show when and by whom the 
prophecy would be understood. How would this class first 
be qualified? What are the circumstances necessary at 
that time to constitute fulfilment o f  this prophecy?

1 25, 20. Point out the chief instrument used by Satan to 
defile the professed people o f  God. What was clearly 
the purpose o f  the reformation movements? To what ex­
tent did they accomplish a  cleansing o f  G od’s people? 
Account for  the measure o f  success or failure attending 
those efforts.

I  27, 28. Show the correspondency o f  Daniel’s and M alachi’s 
prophecies and Psalm 11: 4-7 in regard to a purifying 
work to be done at the end o f  the world, and the results 
o f  that work o f  cleansing.

f  29. State the time at which this cleansing work would be 
done, and give proof thereof.

I  30, 31. Quote scriptures to show who are the “ wise” , and 
account for their understanding the prophecy. Likewise 
show who are the ‘ ‘ wicked ’ to account for their failure 
to understand.

f  32. Who, particularly, are in danger o f  falling into the 
“ wicked”  class, and why? How is it doubly important 
for these to have and manifest the spirit o f  complete 
devotion to God and his truth, and to the channel and 
means which God is using to communicate with his own 
people and through which the kingdom witness is being 
given? Point out the danger in taking offense and oppos­
ing the means which God has used and is using to feed 
his people.

T 33-35. What is meant by “ the sin o f  Samaria” ? Point out 
the fulfilment o f  Amos 8 : 11-14.

Y 36-38. In  summary, briefly define or explain the following (and 
give time or duration thereof) : ‘ ‘ the times o f  the Gen­
tiles” ; “ the time o f  the end” ; Satan’s “ w orld” ; 
‘ Michael shall stand u p ’ ; “ nation shall rise against na­
tion, and kingdom against kingdom” ; “ my messenger 
. . . shall prepare the way before m e” ; “ the Lord . . . 
shall suddenly come to his temple” ; “ many shall bo 
purified, and made white, and tried” ; “ many shall run 
to and f r o ” ; “ knowledge shall be increased!’ ; ‘ the 
wicked shall do wickedly, and shall not understand’ ; “ the 
wise shall understand ” ; “  they that turn many to right­
eousness” ; “ shall shine as the stars.”

IS THE HOLY SPIRIT A  PERSON?
[Thirty-minute radio lecture]

IN 1 JOHN 5: 7 we find these words: “ There are 
three that bear record in heaven, the Father, tne 
Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are 

one. ”
Nearly all professing Christians believe that this 

text mentions three separate and distinct persons or 
individuals, “ the Father”  referring to God Himself, 
“ the W ord”  referring to Jesus, and “ the Holy 
Ghost”  referring to a third person. This interpreta­
tion is made the basis of one of the most revered doc­
trines held in common by all the denominations of 
Christendom, namely, the doctrine of the “ trinity” , 

Tho “ trinity”  doctrine assumes that three dis­
tinct persons are mentioned in this text and that yet 
in some unexplainable way these three are one per­
son. Just how three persons can be one person, is 
acknowledged to be a mystery. Strange as it may 
seehi, it is nevertheless a fact that most people admire 
and love that which is mysterious and hoary with 
age; and since the doctrine of the “ trinity”  comes 
down to us from the beginning of the “ dark ages” , it 
is revered and venerated as no other doctrine is.

This doctrine is often mentioned as “ the holy and

blessed trinity” , “ the triune God,”  and “ the three 
persons in one godhead” . None of these expressions 
are found in the Scriptures, but they abound in ser­
mons, theological works and hymn books. The major­
ity of people, however, have been taught to believe 
that these are Bible expressions, and become very 
much excited and angry when any one attempts to 
show them that they are not Scriptural statements.

The word “ trinity”  is not found in the Bible, 
neither is there any word having the meaning of 
“ trinity” , which meaning is “ three persons in one” .

The idea that three separate and distinct persons 
can be one person, is unreasonable, unscriptural and 
utterly impossible. Yet to deny the doctrine, or even 
to question its reasonableness, is considered heresy, 
and will bring persecution on one daring to do so. 
During the “ dark ages”  many who dared to deny or 
question the doctrine lost their lives for so doing.

The “ trinity”  doctrine first came into existence 
about five hundred years after Jesus was on earth, 
and about four hundred fifty years after the Bible 
was completed. It originated at a time when the com­
mon people were forbidden to read the Bible, on pain



of death or other horrible punishment, and those who 
inflicted these punishments of torture and death were 
the authors of the doctrine. While not found in the 
Bible, it is one of the most important of the “ creeds”  
of Christendom, and originated during the same pe­
riod in which all other “ creeds”  were formed, a pe­
riod characterized by unparalleled prejudice, igno­
rance, superstition, bigotry, intolerance and persecu­
tion.

Bible Students agree with all professing Christians 
that “ the Father”  and “ the W ord”  refer to two sep­
arate and distinct persons, namely, Jehovah God and 
the Lord Jesus. The student of the Bible can not 
agree, however, that these two persons are one, for the 
reason that it is impossible for two persons to be one, 
and for the further reason that the Bible clearly sets 
forth the fact that they are not one.

In the Scriptures, God is called “ the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” , and Jesus is called “ the Son of 
God” . These words “ Father”  and “ Son”  are a most 
positive and emphatic contradiction of the doctrine 
of the “ trinity” , for, if Jesus was the “ Son of God” , 
“ the only begotten of the Father,”  then it follows 
that he was not “ from everlasting to everlasting”  as 
was God. Jesus was a begotten being, “ the firstborn 
of every creature”  (Col. 1 :15 ), “ the beginning of 
the creation of God.”  (Rev. 3 :14) I f  Jesus was be­
gotten, created and born, as these texts state, then it 
follows that he could not be God, who was never 
created or born and never had a beginning.

Just now, however, we are considering the so-called 
third person of the “ trinity” , called the “ holy 
ghost” . Is the “ holy ghost”  a person? The word 
“ ghost”  is found ninety-four times in the Bible, 
eleven times in the Old Testament and eighty-three 
times in the New Testament.

Examining the eleven instances in which the word 
“ ghost”  is found in the Old Testament, we find that 
in no instance is there any reference whatever to God, 
but in every instance the reference is to men about to 
die. In Genesis 25:17 we read that Abraham ‘ ‘ gave 
up the ghost and died ’ ’. Again, in Genesis 35:29 we 
read: “ Isaac gave up the ghost, and died.”  Strong, a 
Methodist authority, says that the word “ ghost”  
means to “ breathe out or expire” . What Abraham, 
Isaac and others really gave up was the invisible 
power supplied by God for the purpose of keeping a 
person alive. This God-given, invisible power whicn 
keeps a person alive, is called “ the breath of life” , 
“ the spirit of life, ”  and is what the wise man referred 
to in Ecclesiastes 12: 7 when he said that “ the spirit 
shall return unto God who gave it” . God supplies to 
every person the right to live, the privilege to live, 
and the power to live. When a person dies, this right, 
privilege and power return to God again. In not one 
of the eleven texts of the Old Testament does the word 
“ ghost”  mean a person.

In the New Testament we find the word “ ghost”  
eighty-three times. The same Greek word is also trans­
lated “ spirit”  246 times in the New Testament. The 
word “ ghost”  is a mistranslation. It should always 
be rendered “ spirit” . The translators of the Bible 
were taught and believed the doctrine of the “ trin­
ity” . They used the word “ ghost”  because it has the 
idea of a person connected with it. It was a little 
piece of deception used to lend color to an unwar­
ranted and unscriptural doctrine. Substitute the word 
“ spirit”  for the word “ ghost”  every time you find 
it in the Bible, and you will have a correct transla­
tion. The word “ ghost”  is absolutely incorrect.

To prove that the word “ ghost”  does not mean a 
person, and can not refer to one of a trinity of gods, 
let us note some of its uses in the New Testament.

In Matthew 27: 50 we read: “ Jesus, when he had 
cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.”  
By no possible stretch of the imagination can this 
text be used to prove the doctrine of the trinity. It 
simply means that Jesus died, expired, ceased to live. 
His spirit of life, the privilege of living and the pow­
er to live, which he had received from God had re­
turned to God who gave it.

In Luke 23:46 we read Jesus’ own words, as fol­
lows : “ Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit” ; 
and the record is that “ having said thus, he gave up 
the ghost” . Jesus committed his right to live to his 
Father; and on the third day thereafter God restored 
to him the right to live and the power to live, by rais­
ing him from the dead. He gave back to Jesus his 
spirit or breath of life, not his “ ghost” .

In Mark 1: 8 we read the words of John the Bap­
tist, as follows: “ I indeed have baptized you with 
water: but he shall baptize you with the holy ghost.”  
Most surely no one would claim that Jesus baptized 
any one with the third person in a trinity of gods. 
Correctly translated, John’s words mean that Jesus 
would baptize his followers with the holy spirit, not 
with the “ holy ghost” . The holy spirit which comes 
on the followers of the Lord Jesus simply means ths 
holy and invisible power of God.

John’s words were fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, 
ten days after the resurrection of Jesus, as recorded 
in Acts 2:1-4, which reads: “ And when the day of 
Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one ac­
cord in one place. . . . And there appeared unto them 
cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
them. And they were all filled with the holy ghost, 
and began to speak with other tongues, as the spirit 
gave them utterance.”

Surely the waiting disciples of Jesus were not filled 
with a person. They were filled with the holy spirit or 
invisible power of God, which enabled them to speak 
languages unknown to themselves. It will be noticed 
that the text reads that “ they were all filled with the 
holy ghost” , and then adds that ‘ they spoke in other



tongues as the spirit gave them utterance’. Thus we 
see that the “ holy ghost”  and “ the spirit”  are the 
same thing.

Another text where the words “ holy ghost”  and 
“ spirit”  mean the same thing is found in John 7:38, 
39. Jesus had said: “ He that believeth on me, . . . out 
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”  The 
next verse (39) explains this statement, as follows: 
“ But this spake he of the spirit, which they that be­
lieve on him should receive: for the holy ghost was 
not yet given, because that Jesus was not yet glori­
fied.”  Ten days after Jesus was glorified he sent the 
holy spirit (not the “ holy ghost” , for there is no 
such thing) on the waiting disciples as they were 
gathered in the upper room.

After Jesus’ resurrection he appeared to the dis­
ciples who had met in a room and locked the doors 
for fear of the Jew’s. Jesus then spoke these words: 
“ Peace be unto you. . . . And when he had said this, 
he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye 
the holy ghost.”  (John 20:19-22) It is manifest that 
Jesus did not mean that they should receive a person, 
a third person of a trinity of gods. We get the correct 
thought when we understand Jesus to say, “ Receive 
ye the holy spirit.”

What is meant by the holy spirit? It is the invisible 
power of God, which he uses in a great variety of 
ways. Whatever God does, the power which he uses to 
accomplish his purpose is called the holy spirit. Pri­
marily, the word “ spirit”  means “ wind” , “ air” ; 
and since the wind or air is both powerful and in­
visible, it was used by the sacred writers to picture 
the invisible power of Jehovah God.

In Acts 2: 38 we read that Peter, speaking to Jews, 
said: “ Repent, and be baptized every one of you . . . 
and ye shall receive the gift of the holy ghost.”  Here 
again, it would be foolish to think of this gift as a 
person. But what gift was given to those who repent­
ed ? The answer is found in Acts 1:8, which reads: 
“ Ye shall receive poiver, after that the holy ghost is 
come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto me, 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judam, . . . and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth.”  The special power 
of the holy spirit (not the “ holy ghost” ) enabled 
them to be witnesses for the Lord.

In Acts 19:1-3 it is written: “ Paul . . . came to 
Ephesus; and finding certain disciples, he said unto 
them, Have ye received the holy ghost since ye be­
lieved? And they said unto him, We have not so much 
as heard whether there be any holy ghost.”  How fool­
ish it would be to think that Paul asked them if they 
had received a person; but how reasonable, when 
rightly understood. Paul really asked them as follows: 
‘ Since you have accepted the Lord, have you received 
the holy spirit; that is, have you been given special 
power from on high ? ’

Still another text that refutes the “ trinity”  non­
sense is found in 1 Corinthians 6:19 and reads thus:

“ Know ye not that your body is the temple of the 
holy ghost which is in you, which ye have of God?”  
Most surely, if the bodies of the Lord’s people are a 
temple of the holy spirit (not the “ holy ghost” ) then 
it is self-evident that the “ holy ghost”  is not a per­
son, much less one member of a trinity of gods.

In 2 Timothy 1:14 is a similar text, which reads 
thus: “ That good thing which was committed unto 
thee, keep by the holy ghost which dwelleth in us.”  
Here again the holy spirit (not the “ holy ghost” ) is 
something that dwells in a devoted servant of the 
Lord.

There are many other texts which can be cited, but 
we believe that these will suffice to show that the so- 
called “ holy ghost”  is not a person; that this term is 
an incorrect translation; and that the reference is to 
the invisible power of Jehovah God, acting either up­
on a person or upon a thing. This being true, another 
human theory called a “ creed”  is exploded; another 
mystery explained, and the Bible vindicated and 
cleared of the charge of being the source of such a 
misleading doctrine.

The holy spirit is often spoken of as “ the spirit of 
truth” , the “ spirit of promise” , “ spirit of wisdom,”  
“ spirit of understanding,”  “ spirit of counsel,”  
“ spirit of God,”  and is contrasted with the spirit of 
Satan, which is called the “ spirit of error” , the 
“ spirit of the world” , and the “ spirit of antichrist” .

In John 16:13, and in other texts, the holy spirit 
is referred to by the pronoun “ he” , and many sup­
pose that this is proof positive that the holy spirit is 
a person. John 16:13 reads: “ Howbcit when he, the 
spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatso­
ever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will 
shew you things to come.”  How is this to be har­
monized with what we have heretofore considered? 
There are two answers, both of which are Scriptural. 
The first answer is this: The holy spirit is God’s spirit, 
and since God is masculine, it would be entirely prop­
er to speak of the holy spirit as “ he” . The second 
answer is that the Greek pronoun which is translated 
“ he”  can properly be translated “ he” , “ she”  or 
“ i t” . Therefore it would be correct to translate the 
verse as follows: ‘ When it, the spirit of truth, is 
come, it will guide you into all truth: for it will not 
speak of itself, but whatsoever it shall hear, that shall 
it speak.’ Either of these explanations is correct.

The question might be asked, Why has God per­
mitted these mistranslations to be in his Word, and 
who is to blame for their being there? The answer is 
that God has an enemy, a wicked, malicious creature 
called Satan. For many centuries Satan has been mis­
representing God. His one purpose is to make God 
and the Bible appear ridiculous, foolish, unwise and 
cruel. He knows that if he can succeed in this, sensible 
people will recoil from worshiping God. Hence Satan 
has charged God and the Bible with setting forth cer­



tain doctrines repugnant to common sense. Satan has 
falsely charged God with being the author of the 
doctrine of eternal torment, and the Bible as setting 
it forth; and thus multitudes of thinking, intelligent 
people have been driven away from the Bible. Satan 
put forth the doctrine of the “ trinity” , because it 
belittles God in the eyes of reasonable, thinking men 
and women.

If the “ trinity”  doctrine were true, Jehovah 
would necessarily divide the honor of being the one 
and only God with two other persons.

I f  the “ trinity”  doctrine were true, -people would 
be asked to believe that which is nonsense, namely, 
that three persons can be one person. Only those who 
love the mystical and the superstitious would believe 
any such doctrine.

It is the “ creeds”  which set forth these doctrines. 
The “ creeds”  are not found in the Bible. Satan is the 
author of the creeds. Ho formulated them during the 
“ dark ages” , when the Bible was not circulated and 
read as it is today; when there were no Bible helps, 
such as lexicons, dictionaries or concordances, to aid 
the student. In our day we have the help of hundreds 
who have spent a lifetime in Bible study and have 
given us the benefit of their studies in the form of 
lexicons, concordances and dictionaries, and these are 
found in millions of homes.

People are studying the Bible today with the aid of 
these helps, and are rapidly rejecting the creeds and 
repudiating those who hold to and teach the creeds. 
They are finding out that they have been deceived, 
and refuse longer to submit to the deception. We are 
today living in that time mentioned by Jesus, who 
said: “ For nothing is secret that shall not be made 
manifest; neither any thing hid that shall not be 
known and come abroad.”  (Luke 8 :17 ) The “ dark 
ages”  are mentioned in the Scriptures as a dark 
night. The Bible tells us that the night is to be fol­
lowed by a day; and we are now living in the dawn­
ing of that new day. The Lord is now turning on the 
light, and the fogs and mists and darkness of igno­
rance, superstition and falsehood are rapidly fleeing 
away. The wood, hay and stubble of human traditions 
and creeds are now being consumed. The people are 
being disillusioned, and the reaction is turning them 
away from everything religious and, unfortunately, 
away from the Bible.

This explains why so few people go to church in our 
day. They have lost all confidence in the institution, 
as well as in their leaders. They know they have been 
deceived, and they resent it.

There was never a time in the history of the world 
when the trend of religious thought was so much to­
ward doubt, skepticism and infidelity as at the present 
time. The people never needed help so much as at the 
present. Evolution, higher criticism and modernism 
are with united voice denying the inspiration of the 
Bible, the virgin birth of Jesus and the necessity for

his death; denying the story of creation, and the mir­
acles of both the Old and the New Testament, and 
exalting nature as god instead of the one and only 
true God, Jehovah, the Most High.

The trend of nearly all religious thought and study 
of our day is along the line of a destructive criticism 
of the Bible and an effort to exalt the opinions of men 
and to magnify the names of human leaders. The 
name and power of Jehovah God is belittled. Ilis 
Word is openly ridiculed. Men openly and brazenly 
declare that they could write a better book than the 
Bible.

The worst feature of these attacks on God and the 
Bible is that they come from within, from those who 
claim to be servants of God and teachers of his Word. 
This fact makes the attacks more insidious and harm­
ful than they otherwise could be.

To profess to be a servant of God and a teacher of 
his Word, and then to indulge in destructive criticism 
of God and his Word, is hypocrisy and treason. The 
result is that the masses of the people repudiate every­
thing in the nature of religion; churches are empty; 
and crime, lawlessness, pleasure, folly and sin flour­
ish as never before.

Who is to blame for the existing conditions? We an­
swer that, primarily, Satan is to blame. He is the one 
who desires to reproach God and his Word. He de­
sires to alienate men and women from the worship of 
Jehovah and to get them to worship himself. Secon­
darily, those men are to blame who, instead of preach­
ing the Bible, have perpetuated and preached the 
creeds which have misrepresented both God and the 
Bible. Creedal doctrines, such as “ eternal torment” , 
“ trinity,”  and “ human immortality” , are so unjust, 
unwise, unloving and unreasonable that they have 
driven people away from the Bible into skepticism and 
infidelity. It is claimed that the Bible supports these 
wicked teachings; and the people, believing this, have 
repudiated the Bible. These are exactly the result* 
that Satan planned and expected.

The people need help in order that they may be 
delivered from the doubts with which their mind* 
have been poisoned. The proper help will be some­
thing that will restore their confidence in the Bible; 
something that will show that the Bible does not 
teach the creedal doctrines, and that will show that 
the Bible is harmonious and beautiful in its teachings; 
that it magnifies truth, righteousness, love and jus­
tice; that it foretells blessings for all the race. The 
work of the International Bible Students is to help 
the people out of the bog of error, doubt and infideli­
ty into which the creeds have led them. This lecture 
is given for that very purpose. Every week Bible 
Students use over 120 radio stations for the same pur­
pose.

In closing, let us consider one more proof that the 
creedal doctrine that “ the holy ghost is a person”  is



unscriptural and therefore untrue. It is this: In the 
text used at the beginning of this lecture, found in 
1 John 5:7, and which reads, “ There are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost: and these three are one, ’ ’ the words ‘ ' in 
heaven, the Father, the Word and the Holy Ghost: 
and these three are one’ ’, are not found in any of the 
old manuscripts. The Emphatic Diaglott translation, 
Rotherham’s translation and the Revised Version all 
omit these words. A  footnote found in the Diaglott

reads as follows: “ This text concerning the heavenly 
witness is not contained in any Greek manuscript that 
was written earlier than the fifth century.”

Thus we can see that the only text that gives color 
to the “ trinity”  doctrine is a spurious one, added by 
some writer about five hundred years after the Bible 
was written. Answering the question, then, we say 
without fear of successful contradiction that the 
“ holy ghost” , or, properly speaking, the holy spirit, 
is not a person.

TH E LAN G U AG E OF TH E BIBLE
[Fifteen-minute radio lecture]

MANY conscientious people try to interpret the 
statements of the Bible literally. Others, 
equally sincere, try to “ spiritualize”  every­

thing in the book. Strict adherence to either rule re­
sults in confusion and the loss of many blessings. The 
literalist, who believes that ‘ the Bible means just what 
it says’, finds great difficulty in explaining statements 
like the following: “ The heavens, being on fire, shall 
be dissolved.”  Taken literally, this would mean that 
the physical heavens were to be destroyed.

There are other texts which speak of “ war in heav­
en”  ; “  armies ’ ’ in heaven; horses in heaven; a river 
in heaven; trees in heaven; a city in heaven, with 
walls, gates of pearl, and streets paved with gold, 
and in form a perfect cube 12,000 furlongs long, wide, 
and high; also the two great wonders in heaven, “ a 
woman”  and a “ great red dragon” . There will be 
found Paul’s statement that he was caught up to the 
third heaven; also the parables of Jesus, wherein he 
mentions “ wheat” , “ tares,”  “ chaff,”  “ fish,”  “ vine”  
and ‘ ‘ branches’ ’, a “ camel”  going through a needle’s 
eye, and numberless other like statements. Inter­
preted literally, these uTould be foolish statements.

On the other hand, those who spiritualize every­
thing get into the same difficulty with other texts. 
They try to think of death as having a symbolic mean­
ing. They call it a “ spiritual death”  and speak of 
everlasting punishment as meaning everlasting tor­
ment, while the Bible calls it “ everlasting destruc­
tion” . They can not grasp the thought that when 
Adam died he was really dead, and that the “ second 
death” , mentioned many times in the Bible, really 
means dying the second time; hence they try to 
think of this as some kind of “ spiritual death” .

To properly understand the Bible one must realize 
that some of it is written in literal and some of it in 
symbolic language. Revelation, in the New Testament, 
and Job, Ezekiel, Daniel, and some of the minor 
prophets, in the Old Testament, are written chiefly in 
symbolic language. It is written of Jesus that “ with­
out a parable spake he not unto them” . In Revelation 
1 :1  we read that God “ signified”  the book by his

angel unto his servant John. The word “ signified”  
means ‘ expressed in signs’ or ‘ expressed in symbols’.

But why is part of the Bible written in literal or 
plain language and part in figurative or symbolic 
language ? The answer is that there were some things 
that God ivanted everybody to know, and he stated 
these in plain language so that they would have no 
excuse for not knowing. He wanted everybody to 
know that when a person dies he is really dead, and 
so he plainly stated that “ the dead know not any 
thing” . (Eccl. 9 :5 ) Again, he plainly stated that 
when a man dies his thoughts perish. (Ps. 146:4) 
It would be impossible to make symbolic language 
out of either of these texts. Let any one try it and 
see if it can be done.

God wanted men to know that he purposed that a 
human family should live on the earth for ever; so 
he stated that “ the earth abideth for ever” . (Eecl. 
1 :4 ) Repeatedly do the prophets and apostles tell 
us that the earth is to become like the garden of 
Eden; that God’s will shall be done on the earth as 
it is in heaven, and that every man shall sit under 
his own vine and fig tree and none shall molest or 
make afraid. These are plain statements and easily 
understood. God also stated plainly that all the dead 
would be awakened to life again. Ezekiel says that 
God will ‘ open the graves and bring people up out 
of the graves and plant them in their own land again ’. 
(Ezek. 37:13,14) Jesus also said: “ All that are in 
the graves shall hear [the voice of the Son of man] 
and shall come forth; they that have done good, . . . 
and they that have done evil. ’ ’—John 5:28, 29.

God wanted people to know about the second death 
and that it is the final and irrevocable penalty for 
wilful sin, and hence has so stated in plain language. 
He wanted people to know that the true church con­
sists of only 144,000, and so stated in Revelation 14: 
1-3 in plain language.

But who was to bring about the destruction of sin 
and death, and the resurrection of the dead, and do 
the work of filling the earth with a happy race of hu­
man beings, and when and how this will be done, are



things that God did not want any one to know until 
his due time to begin the work. So when writing and 
speaking of these things the inspired writers wrote 
or spoke in symbolic, figurative, and parabolic 
language. The Bible reveals the fact that God has 
certain secrets which can not be understood until 
he reveals them, his own due time. Neither wisdom, 
nor learning, nor piety can find them out beforehand.

The Bible speaks of the “ mystery of God’ ’. (Rev. 
10:7) And Paul repeatedly mentions a mystery 
which had been hid from other ages and other men, 
but which was then made known to the saints. (Rom. 
16: 25, 26; Eph. 3 :3 -5 ; Col. 1: 26) What is this great 
mystery which God has been so jealously guarding 
and which he reveals to his saints, his elect, hefore 
he reveals it to the world? In the Old Testament are 
found repeated references to a coming Messiah, a 
coming Deliverer. This Deliverer is spoken of as the 
‘ seed of the woman’ ; ‘ the seed of Abraham.’ He is 
called “ Shiloh” , “ Saviour” , and “ The Branch” . 
Other texts tell us that this great Deliverer would 
deliver the people from their sins, resurrect the dead, 
bind the Devil for a thousand years and afterward 
utterly destroy Satan and destroy the wilfully wicked 
in the second death.

Who is this Deliverer? and when and how will he 
do the work foretold? This is the mystery. At the 
first advent of Jesus he revealed this mystery to his 
disciples but not to the rest of the world. Now his 
second advent is at hand, and he is revealing this 
mystery to his elect now living, and a little later will 
reveal it to the world of mankind.

God has a due time to reveal his secrets, and does 
not reveal them before his due time. Jesus said to 
his disciples, “ It is not for you to know the times or 
the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own 
power.”  (Acts 1 :7 ) In Daniel 12: 8, 9 we read that 
an angel delivered a message to Daniel; and Daniel 
said, “ I heard, but I understood not.”  Daniel asked 
for an explanation, and the angel said: “ The words 
are closed up and sealed till the time of the end . . . 
none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise 
shall understand.”

. In Matthew 13:35 it is recorded that Jesus said: 
“ I will utter things which have been kept secret from 
the foundation of the world.”  On another occasion 
he said: “  I thank thee, 0  Father, . . . that thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes.”  The wise and prudent 
were the educated scribes and Pharisees, and the 
babes were the “ unlearned”  disciples of Jesus. The 
cynical, the skeptical, the proud and the stubborn 
can not understand the Bible even if they possess all 
the learning and wisdom of the world.

Speaking to his disciples again, Jesus said: “ Blessed 
are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they 
hear. . . . many prophets and righteous men have

desired to see those things which ye see, and have not 
seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, 
and have not heard them.”  (Matt. 13:16,17) This 
explains why there is so much of parabolic, symbolic, 
and figurative language in the Bible. God used it to 
hide certain features of his purposes and work until 
a certain time.

‘ But,’ some one might ask, ‘ how can we tell which 
statements are literal and which are symbolic?’ The 
answer is that the plain, literal statements of the 
Bible are easily understood and, of course, must mean 
just what they say. A  literal statement is one that 
can not be interpreted in a symbolic way. For in­
stance, Ecclesiastes 9 :5  is a literal statement, and it 
reads: “ The dead know not any thing.”  It is im­
possible to interpret this as a symbolic statement. 
The words mean exactly what they say. God did not 
want to hide this truth from anybody, and therefore 
stated it plainly. Only by perverting language and 
misrepresenting the truth can this text be made to 
support the popular and unscriptural idea that dead 
people are more alive than ever.

When any text seems to contradict the plain, literal 
statements of the Bible it is invariably a symbolic 
or parabolic statement, and an explanation should be 
sought that harmonizes with the plain statements.

Most of the seeming contradictions in the Bible re­
sult from misinterpreting the symbols and parables. 
For instance, in Luke 16:19-31 is the record of a 
parable uttered by Jesus concerning a certain rich 
man and a beggar. This parable is used to teach that 
the dead are more alive than ever; thus it is made to 
contradict the plain statements that dead people know 
nothing, and that their thoughts are perished. What 
does this indicate? It indicates that the parable is 
incorrectly interpreted. A  Scriptural and reasonable 
explanation is found in Judge Rutherford’s booklet 
entitled Hell. When properly translated and under­
stood the Bible does not contradict itself.

Other instances are found in the following texts. 
In Ecclesiastes 1: 4 is the literal statement that “ the 
earth abideth for ever” . In 2 Peter 3 :10 is a state­
ment that “ the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; 
the earth also, and the works that are therein, shall 
be burned up” . We know the latter is a symbolic 
statement, for several reasons. First: It contradicts 
the plain statement that “ the earth abideth for ever” . 
It also contradicts the many other texts which tell 
us that the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the 
whole earth and that God’s will shall be done on earth 
as it is done in heaven. Second: Taken literally, it 
says that not only is the earth to be destroyed but 
the heavens also are to pass away. This is unthink­
able. A  most beautiful explanation of Peter’s sym­
bolic language is found in Judge Rutherford’s book 
called The Harp of God. The explanation there given



not only is beautiful but harmonizes with all other 
texts and with reason.

In the book of Revelation mention is made of a 
‘ ‘ lake of fire and brimstone ’ This is sometimes inter­
preted to mean that the wicked are suffering in eternal 
torment, contrary to the plain statement that the dead 
know not anything. Another case of misinterpreted 
symbols. Again we recommend Judge Rutherford’s 
book for an explanation of these symbols. In the 
meantime any one who so desires can read Revelation 
9:17, which tells us that “ fire and smoke and brim­
stone”  issued out of ‘ horses’ mouths’. This statement 
should convince the most skeptical that fire and smoke 
and brimstone are used as symbols.

According to the Bible, the time for an understand­
ing of these symbols and parables is now here, and 
true to his promise the Lord is making known their 
hitherto hidden meaning. It has taken years of in­
tensive study and a diligent comparing of scripture 
with scripture. When properly understood they agree 
fully with the literal or plain statements of the Bible 
and refute the age-old charge of the infidel and skep­
tic that the Bible is full of contradictions. Soon all 
the people will understand its secrets and will glorify 
and praise the great Jehovah God, because his pur­
poses and his Word of truth will be fully vindicated 
in the minds and hearts of a grateful world.

L E T T E R S
JOYFULLY ACTIVE

P ear B rother R u th erford :
G reetin g s  in  the  nam e o f  J eh ov a h  a n d  his d ear  S on . W h en  

I  read  the b o o k  Life  I  th o u g h t I  cou ld  n o t  b e  h a p p ier  in  th is 
w o r ld ; b u t  w h en  I  rea d  o f  y o u r  t r ip  in  E u ro p e  an d  the w on d er­
f u l  w o rk  b e in g  d on e  th ere  I  w as so r e jo ic e d  I  c o u ld  h a rd ly  
co n ta in  m y s e lf  an d  I  th o u g h t I  m ust w r ite  y o u  a  lin e  t o  te ll 
y o u  h ow  m uch  g o o d  i t  d id  m e to  have a  lit t le  p a r t  in  so w on d er­
f u l  a  w o rk  a n d  t o  b e  a  l it t le  p a r t  o f  th is  w o n d e r fu l o rg a n iz a ­
t io n  a n d  to  s in g  fo r t h  the  L o r d ’ s p ra ises.

I  have re fra in e d  fr o m  w r it in g  y ou , n o t  b eca u se  I  d id  n o t  
w a n t to , b u t  b eca u se  I  k n ow  y o u  are  v e ry  b u s y ; an d  I  am  
g la d  to  b e  the  sam e, serv in g  in  the  na m e o f  ou r  K in g , a n d  I  
sh a ll b e  v e ry  g la d  to  m eet y o u  a t  th e  P h ila d e lp h ia  con v en tion . 
M a y  the L o r d  con tin u e  to  b less  y o u , a s  I  k n o w  he has in  the 
p a st . S ister  D ra p e r  jo in s  m e in  lo v e  a n d  b e st  w ishes.

I n  th e  b o n d s  o f  love ,
Geo. H . D raper .

“UNEQUALED PRIVILEGE”
D ear B rother R uth erford :

R e a liz in g  the  im p o rta n ce  o f  th e  g re a t  w itn ess w o rk  n o w  b e ­
in g  d on e  b y  th e  a n o in te d  a n d  th e  u n equ a led  p r iv ile g e  a n d  
h o n o r  n ow  o ffe re d  to  th e  L o r d ’s p e o p le  in  b e in g  ca lle d  in to  
p a r tn e rsh ip  w ith  the  L o rd  J esu s C hrist in  b e a r in g  testim on y  
t o  J e h o v a h ’s nam e, a n d  re a liz in g  a lso th a t  J eh ov a h  has n ow  
ca lle d  in to  a c t io n  th e  m ig h ty  p o w e r  o f  th e  r a d io  a n d  th a t  th is  
in s tru m en t is  sou n d in g  fo r t h  h is  p ra ises  in  a  m ann er h ith erto  
u n d rea m ed  o f ,  the  T o ro n to  e cc les ia  tak e  p leasu re  in  p resen tin g  
y o u  th e ir  co n tr ib u t io n  in  su p p o rt  o f  th is  w o rk  a m ou n tin g  to  
a t  le a st  T h ree  H u n d re d  D o lla rs  e v e ry  three  m on th s, a n d  they  
b e g  th a t  y o u  wall a c ce p t  th is  as a  sm all tok en  o f  th e ir  esteem  
f o r  y o u r s e lf  a n d  th e ir  lo y a l su p p ort  in  the  w o rk  y o u  are  d o in g  
t o  the  g lo r y  o f  J e h o v a h ’s nam e.

T oronto E cclesia .
P e r  A. G. Cameron.

FIGHTING SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
D ear B rother R uth erford :

G reetin g s  in  the  serv ice  o f  J eh ov a h  G od . A t  a gen era l 
a ssem b ly  o f  th e  u n d ers ig n ed  ece lesia  a  m o t io n  w as m a d e  and  
p a ssed  u n an im ou sly  th a t  w e sen d  ou r  C h ristian  lo v e  a n d  our 
a p p re c ia t io n  o f  y o u r  stren uou s e ffo r ts  in  our hea ven ly  F a t h e r ’ s 
serv ice , w h ich  have been  v e ry  in s p ir in g  a n d  e n co u ra g in g  to  
th e  b re th ren  o f  th is  e ccles ia , a n d  w e  d esire  t o  p le d g e  our lo y a l 
co o p e ra t io n  a n d  con tin u ou s  fa ith fu ln e s s  t o  J e h o v a h  a n d  his 
ch an n el. W e  rea lize  m o te  an d  m ore  th a t  the  T ru th  b e lo n g s  to  
J e h o v a h  a n d  he ga ve  i t  th rou g h  h is  b e lo v e d  S on  to  the  rem nant.

W ith  th e  g re a t  K in g d o m  w o rk  to  be  don e  in  the im m ed iate  
fu tu re  w e  w ish  to  exp ress ou r  j o y  a n d  g ra titu d e  to  the  L o rd  
f o r  th e  p r iv ile g e  w e have to  b e  m em bers o f  “ G o d ’ s o rg a n iz a ­
t i o n ”  a n d  to  f ig h t  sh ou ld er  t o  sh ou ld er  w ith  ou r bre th ren  
a g a in s t  the  o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  Satan .

W e  w ish  a lso  to  c o n v e y  ou r a p p re c ia t io n  f o r  b e in g  p e rm itte d  
t o  have B ro th e r  V a n  A m b u rg h  o f  B e th e l w ith  us a t  our tw o - 
d a y  d is tr ic t  serv ice  co n v e n tio n  o f  S ep tem b er 7 a n d  8. T h e  
zea l a n d  en thu siasm  o f  th ose  rem a in in g  in crea ses  d a y  b y  d a y ;  
98 w ork ers p a r t ic ip a te d  in  p la c in g  400 b o u n d  b o o k s  a n d  194 
b o o k le ts  in  the  h a n d s o f  th e  p eop le .

B ro th e r  V a n  A m b u rg h  is  a lw a ys  a  sou rce  o f  g re a t  in sp ira ­
t io n , an d  co n tr ib u te d  in  n o  sm all m easure  to  th e  su ccess o f  
th e  con ven tion .

W e  h es ita te  to  ta k e  a  fe w  m om en ts o f  y o u r  con secra ted  
t im e , b u t  h a v in g  a ll th ose  th in g s  a n d  b le ss in g s  in  m in d , w e 
d e c id e d  b y  the  ra is in g  o f  h a n d s t o  o b e y  a n d  co o p e ra te  w ith  
y o u  in  serv in g  J eh ov a h  a n d  in  e x a lt in g  h is  g lo r io u s  nam e.

A c ce p t  ou r earnest lo v e  in  C hrist.
Y o u r  co la b orers ,

Akron (O h io )  Ecclesia.
N . L . Goldsberrv, Cor. Seo.

JEHOVAH GUIDES
Beloved Brother Rutherford:

I  am  v e ry  g la d  th a t  I  ca n  w r ite  t o  y o u  th a t  th e  w h ole  B ern e  
c lass  a t  th e  tim e  o f  the  an nu al bu sin ess m eetin g  expressed  
j o y f u l ly  a n d  u n an im ou sly  th e ir  co n v ic t io n  th a t  the  W a tch  
T o w e r  B ib le  a n d  T ra c t  S o c ie ty  is  the  o r g a n iz a t io n  b y  w h ich  
the  L o rd  is  c a r ry in g  on  his w ork  on  earth .

I t  is  a  w o n d e r fu l p r iv ile g e  to  r e co g n iz e  th a t  J eh ov a h , our 
g re a t  G od , th rou g h  h is  S on , ou r  K in g , has o rg a n iz e d  th is  
w o n d e r fu l w o rk  a n d  th a t  i t  is  he  w h o  g u id es  ev eryth in g . H e  
has fa v o r e d  us in  a llo w in g  us t o  have a  sm all p a r t  therein .

M oreov er , w e  are  v e ry  th a n k fu l t o  ou r  h ea ven ly  F a th e r  th a t  
he has g iv e n  us such  fa i t h fu l  lea d ers  in  th e  m an a gers  o f  the 
S o c ie ty , an d  p a r ticu la r ly  in  y o u r  p erson . D a ily  w e rem em ber 
y o u  in  our p ra yers.

I  g ree t y o u  w ith  h ea rtiest  lo v e  as
Y o u r  fe l lo w  servan t b y  H is  grace ,

O n b e h a lf  o f  th e  B e rn e  (S w itz e r la n d ) class,
Paul Zesiger, Secretary.

JEHOVAH’S WORK SEEN
D ear B ro th er :

J u st  a lin e  to  sa y  h ow  I  a p p re c ia te  the Watch Tower a r ticles . 
T h e y  seem  s tra ig h t  fr o m  th e  T h ron e  o f  G race . J u s t  rece ived  
th e  O cto b e r  15 n u m ber. T h ose  w h o  d o u b t  th e  tru th  th ere in  
su re ly  d o  n o t  see J e h o v a h ’s w ork  a m o n g  the ch ild ren  o f  m en, 
o r  th e  a d v e rs a r y ’s d ecep tive , s lan derou s w ays, o r  th e  g re a t  
fig h t over the  “ s e e d ” . W o rd s  w o u ld  n o t  express m y  th a n k fu l­
ness to  the  dear h ea ven ly  F a th e r  o r  t o  Jesu s C h rist, w h om  he 
has sent. I  k n ow  th a t as p a r t  o f  G o d ’ s o rg a n iz a t io n  I  am  
rem em bered  in  y o u r  p ra yers , as I  p ra y  d a ily  f o r  a ll. D o n ’ t 
b o th e r  to  rep ly . I  ca n  im a g in e  y o u r  b u sy  l i fe .

Y o u r  s ister  b y  h is  g ra ce ,
Katharine Williams, Quebec.



International B ib le  S tu d e n t s  Association
SERVICE APPOINTMENTS

W. J. THORN
Enfield, N. C. _____ ...Dec.
Chapel Hill, N. C.........”
Salisbury, N. C. _____”
Asheville, N. C..............”  8, 9
Chattanooga, T e n n .__”  10,11

Birmingham, Ala. ....Dec, 13-18
Stroud, Ala..................... ”  17
Auburn, Ala. ________ ”  18
Atlanta, Ga. .._________”  20-22
Cope, S. G  __________”  23,24

New Castle, Pa. .^ ...D ec. 1
Duquesne, Pa. ...____ 8, 4
McKeesport, Pa. ....... ” 6, 7
Monessen, Pa. ... ** 8-10
Bentleyville, Pa, ....... .M i i ,  12

Waynesburg, P a .____ Dec. 14-1®
Brave, Pa.......................”  17,18
Clarksburg, W. Va. -  ”  20, 21
Parkersburg, W. Va. ”  22-24
Marietta, Ohio ------- , ”  26-28

T. E. BANKS
1 .2
3 ,4  
6, 7

CLAUDE BROWN
Boston, Mass. __ Dec. 1-3 Dayton, Ohio ___ ._..Dec. 19-21
Buffalo, N. Y................”  5-7 Columbus, Ohio ”  22-24
Cleveland, Ohio ____ ”  8-10 Cincinnati, Ohio ------- ”  26-28
Detroit, Mich. ____ .__ ”  12-17 Indianapolis, Ind. —— ’* 29-31

S. H. TOUTJIAN
Erie, Pa. ........... ....Nov. 28-Dec. 1
Niles, Mich. ...............Dec. 3 ,4
Benton Harbor, Mich. ”  6, 7
South Haven, M ich .__”  8, 9
Kalamazoo, Mich. ”  10, 11
Battle Creek, M ich .__”  13,14

Jackson, Mich........ .....Dec. 14-18
Ann Arbor, Mich. ” 17,18
Plymouth, M ic h ._____ M 20
Willis, M ic h ._________”  21
Royal Oak, M ich ._____ ”  22, 23
Detroit, Mich. _____  ”  24-30

G. H. DRAPER
Mounds, 111........
Carboudale, 111. 8, 9
White Ash, 111. ..........”  10,11
Swanwick, 111. ....... ....."  13, 14
Dix, 111. ______ ______ ”  15,10

M. L.
New Britain, Conn. Dec. 6-8
Kensington, Conn. . 9
Cromwell, Conn........ ... ”  10,11
Waterbury, Conn. ... "  13, 14

BcUmont, III. _______Dec. 17,13
Evansville, lnd. ._......”  20, 21
Owensboro, Ky............... ”  22, 23
Elizabethtown, Ky.........”  24, 25
Louisville, Ky. ....Dec, 27-Jan. 1

HERR
Park Ridge, N. J.......Dec. 17,18
Paterson, N. J..............”  20-23
Dover, N. J.......... .......”  24, 25
Easton, Pa. - ___ ____ ”  27-30

DWIGHT KENYON
Birmingham, Ala. Nov. 30-Dec. 3
Dothan, Ala.................Dec. 4
Jacksonville, Fla........... ”  5
Orlando, Fla......... ......... ”  7-10

St. Petersburg, Fla. Dec. 12-16
Miami, Fla.................... ”  18-22
Sanford, Fla..................”  24, 25
Jacksonville, Fla. Dec. 27-Jan. 1

A. H. MACMILLAN
Pittsburgh, Pa. ____ Dec. 2
Greensboro, N. C.......... ”  5
Orlando, Fla........... ...... ”  6-8
A -on  Park, Fla. _____ ”  9
{Tampa, Fla.......... ....... ”  10,11

St. Petersburg, Fla. Dec. 13-15
Fort Pierce, Fla........... ”  17
W. Palm Beach, Fla. ”  18
Miami, Fla. „ ............  ”  20-22
Jacksonville, Fla. ”  27-29

G. Y. M’CORMICK
Richmond, Ind...... Nov. 29-Dec. 2 Kokomo, Ind. Ir_____ Dec. 13,14
Muncie, Ind.............Dec. 3, 4 Elwood, Ind......... ....”  15,16
Marion, Ind. .....___.. ”  6, 7 Anderson, Ind. ”  17, 18
Peru, Ind. .................   ”  8, 9 New Castle, Ind. ”  20, 21
Logansport, Ind. ’* 10,11 Indianapolis, Ind. —  ”  22-30

H. S. MURRAY
York, Pa. ... _____Dec. 1-4 Linfield, Pa. ___ ........Dec. 15-17
Harrisburg, Pa. ____ ”  6-9 Norristown, Pa. - ___ _ ” 10-21
Fottstown,
Boyertown,

Pa. _____ ”  10-12 Lansdale, Pa. _____ .. ” 22-24
Pa. _____ ”  13, 14 Wilmington, Del. _” 26-30

E. D. ORRELL
Cumberland, Md, „..Dec. 4
Wheeling, W. Va........ .. ”  6-9
Bellaire, Ohio ............ ”  10,11
Cambridge, Ohio _____”  13,14
Coshocton, O h io ____ ”  15,16
Dresden, Ohio ”  17,18

Crooksville, Ohio ___Dec. 20, 21
Shawnee, Ohio _______ ”  22, 23
Glouster, Ohio ____ ”  24
Marietta, O i i i o ______ ”  26-28
Zanesville. Ohio ”  29, 30
Newark, O h io ______ _ ”  31

J. C. WATT
Guelph, Ont........... Nov. 30-Dec. 1
Kitchener, Ont............Dec. 2, 3
Hamilton, Ont. ........... ”  4, 5
St. Catharines, Ont. .. ”  6, 7
Toronto, Ont................ ”  8
Barrie, Ont. __________”  9 ,10
Orillia, Ont. __________”  12,13

Midland, Ont. _______Dec. 14,15
North Bay, Ont........... "  17,18
New Liskeard, Ont.......,f 19-22
Timmins, Ont. ..........  ”  23-25
Nakina, Ont................... ”  27
Fort Williams, Ont, _ ”  29, 30
Kenora, Ont. _____  ”  31

PROPHECY
T h a t  is  th e  t it le  o f  a  new  b o o k  n ow  b e in g  p u b lish ed  b y  th e  

S o c ie ty . J e h o v a h ’ s w o n d e r fu l p ro v is io n  f o r  h is  p e o p le  is  a g a in  
m a n ife s te d  in  g iv in g  them  th is  rem a rk a b le  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  
p ro p h e c ie s  o f  the  B ib le . N o t  on ly  w ill th e  a n o in te d  rece ive  en ­
lig h ten m en t a n d  j o y  m  th e  s tu d y  o f  th is  b o o k , b u t  the  L o rd  
has p u t in  th e ir  hand s an oth er  m eans o f  w itn e ss in g  t o  a ll  th e  
p e o p le  th at he is  G od .

A  p ro m p t  an d  c a r e fu l  s tu d y  o f  Prophecy w ill  fill a ll o f  J e ­
h o v a h ’ s w itnesses w ith  enthu siasm  an d  eagern ess to  ca r ry  i t  to  
th e  p eop le .

W e  a re  m a k in g  a  lim ite d  first-run , o r  a u th o r ’s e d ition , f o r  
th e  con secra ted . T h is  e d it io n  w ill co n ta in  a  p erson a l m essage 
t o  each  on e  o f  th e  an oin ted . W e  sh all co n s ig n  t o  each  c lass  a  
su fficien t n u m b er o f  these ju s t  as soon  as they  are  rea d y  f o r  
sh ipm en t. R ead ers o f  The Watch Tower n o t  lo ca te d  w h ere  th ere  
are  re g u la r ly  o rg a n iz e d  classes m a y  o rd e r  d ire c t  fr o m  th e  S o ­
c ie ty . T h e  ch a rg e  o f  f i f t y  cent3 f o r  th is  first-run  e d it io n  w ill 
co v e r  the expen se o f  o r ig in a l ty p e se tt in g  an d  p la te -m a k in g .

O u r p la n s  f o r  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  Prophecy to  the  p u b lic  w ill  b e  
sen t t o  a ll e ccles ia s , th ro u g h  th e ir  se rv ice  d ire c to rs , as so o n  as 
We have p r in te d  a  su fficien t stock .

1930 YEAR BOOK
A b o u t  th e  m id d le  o f  D e cem b er  w e e x p e c t  t o  h a ve  th e  new

Tear Booh rea d y  f o r  d is tr ib u tio n .
T h e  con v en tion ers  recen tly  assem b led  a t  P h ila d e lp h ia , a f t e r  

h ea rin g  the p res id en t o f  the S o c ie ty  read  a  p o r t io n  o f  h is  a n ­
nu a l rep ort , w ere so  th r illed  b y  th e  ev id en ce  o f  the  L o r d ’ s r ich  
b le ss in g  o n  th e  w ork  d on e  b y  h is  d e voted  p e o p le  d u r in g  the  
p a st  y e a r , th a t  th ey  u n an im ou sly  requested  th at th e  re p o r t  b e  
p u t in  p r in t  as has b een  th e  custom . I n  a d d it io n  t o  th e  co m ­
p le te  re p o rt , there  is  a  te x t  o f  S cr ip tu re  and  e x p la n a tio n  th ere ­
o f  f o r  each  d ay  o f  the co m in g  yea r . I t  w ill ass ist us g r e a t ly  in  
d e term in in g  h ow  m an y  co p ie s  o f  the  Year Booh t o  p r in t  i f  the  
classes, th rou g h  th e ir  s tock k eep er  o r  s ecre ta ry , w ill sen d  in  
th e ir  o rd ers  as e a r ly  as p o ss ib le . T h e  lim ite d  e d it io n  m ake* 
n ecessa ry  th e  u su a l p r ic e  o f  5 0 c  a  co p y .

J. C. RAINBOW
Baton Rouge, Lft, Nov. 29-Dec. 1
Harleson, La. _____Dec. 2
Pride, La. -----T— ■ ”  8
Folsom, La, ,------ „ , rr ”  4, 5
Bogalusa,. L a . ----- "  6, 7
New Orleans, La. ** 8-10

Beaumont, Tex. ____ Dec. 12-16
Port Arthur, Tex. ..___”  17, 18
Devers, Tex. ________ ”  20, 21
Galveston, T e x . ........... ”  22-25
Dickinson, Tex. .._____”  26,27
Houston, Tex. ......Dec. 28-Jan. 5

CALENDAR FOR 1930
W e  h a ve  d e s ig n e d  a n d  a re  n ow  p r in t in g  a  ca len d a r  f o r  th# 

n ew  yea r. S ix  scenes, a ll  a p ro p o s  t o  the  te x t  f o r  1930, don e  
in  fo u r  co lo rs , w ill p rov e , w e  fe e l  sure, ea ch  d a y  a n  in s p ira t io n  
a n d  p le a s in g  rem in d er  o f  ou r  re la tion sh ip  t o  J eh ovah .

I n  lo ts  o f  f i f t y  o r  m ore  t o  on e  ad d ress , 25o  e a c h ; s in g le  
co p ie s , 30c each.


