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T will stana upon my waich and will set my fool
upon the Tower, and will waich to sce what He will
say unto me, and what answer I shall make to them
that oppose me’’—Habakkuk 2:1,

Upon the earth dlstress of nations, with perplexity ; the sea and *he waves [the restless, discontented] roaring; men’s hearts f\%%i;‘ng ttllxl:;g
for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on-the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shal.sefn. olr Yedemption
things begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom-.i God is at hand. Look up, and lift up your heads; for you

draweth nigh,—Luke 21:25-31; Matthew 24:33; Mark 13:29,



THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

11IS Jjournal is published for the purpose of aiding the
I people to understand the divine plan. It provides
systematic Bible study in which all its readers may
regularly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made
to Dible classes by traveling speakers, announces conven-
tions, and gives reports thereof. It announces radio pro-
grams and publishes suitable Bible instruction for broad-
casting.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God's revealed Word of
Truth. It stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as
the fundamental doctrine by which all doetrines are mea-
sured. It is free from parties, sects and creeds of men, It
does not assume a dogmatic attitude, but confidently in-
vites a careful examination of its utterances in the light
of the infallible Word of God. It does not indulge in con-
troversies, and its columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting;
that the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the
Logos became a man; that he ig now the Lord Jesus Christ
in glory, clothed with all power in heaven and in earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wil-
fully disobeyed God's law and was sentenced to death; that
by reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners
and without the right to life,

THHAT JESUS was made a human being In order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life
a sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price;
that Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended
into heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice
as the redemptive price for man,

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of
the church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ
Jesus, grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and
plan of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with
Christ Jesus in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head
and body, constitutes the “seed of Abraham” through which
all the families of the earth ghall be blessed.

THAT TIIE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returred and is now present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE HOPE OF THI: PEOPLES of earth s restor-
ation to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that
the reign of Christ will afford opportunity to every man to
have a fair trial for life, and those who obey will live on
earth for ever in a state of happiness.

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

UNITED STATES, $1.00; CANADA AND MISCELL.ANCOUS FOREIGN,
$1.50; GreaT DRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA AND SoUTH AFRICA, 7s.
American remittances should be made by ILxpress or Postal Money
Orders, or by Bank Draft. Canadian, DBritish, South African and
Australasian remittances should be made to branch offices only.
Remittances from scattered foreign territory may be made to the
Brooklyn office, but by International Postal Money Orders only.

(Foreign translations of this journal appear in geveral languages.)

TErMS To TEHE LORD'S Poor¢ All Rible Students who, by reason of
old aze or other infirmity or adversity, are unable to pay for
this journal, will be supplied free if they send a postal card each
May stating their case and requesting such provision. We are not
only willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually
and in touch with the Berean studies.

Notice to Subscribers: Acknowledgment of a renewal or a new
gubscription will be sent only whem requested. Change of address,
when requested, may be expected to appear on address label within
one month, A renewal blank (carrying notice of expiration) will
be sent with the journal one month before the subscription expires,

Entered as Sccond Class Mail Matter at Brooklyn, N. Y., Postofice.
Act of March- 8, 1879,

PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY BY
WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY

117 ADAMS STREET -

BROOKLYN, N. Y, U.S.A.

OFFICERS

3. F. RUTHERFORD President

W. E, VAN AMBURGH Secretary

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE -

- J. F. RUTHERFORD

W.E. VAN AMBURGH J. HEMERY R.H.BARBER E.]J. COWARD
Ape— 3

FOREIGN OFFICES

British . . « . . « =« o . - . 34Craven Terrace, London, W. 2, England
Canadian « v « o« « « o o o o « « «401Irwin Avenue, Toronto, Ontario
Australasian « . .« 4 e ¢ « « 495 Collins St., Melbourne, Australia
South African. . . . + « o « » 6LelieSt., Cape Town, South Africa

Please address the Society in every case

CONVENTIONS

A convention of the International Bible Students Assoel-
ation will be held at Alexandra Palace, London, England,
June 1 to 4, with a public meeting at Royal Albert Hall on
Sunday evening, June 2.

A convention of the International Bible Students Associ-
ation will also be held at Glasgow, Scotland, Govan Hall,
June 15 to 18 inclusive, In addition to the discourses de-
livered, certain days will be assigned for service field work.
More detailed information will be given in due season.

GERMANY: A convention of the Bible Students will be
held in Germany May 16 to 19. At this time the place is
not definitely settled but will be announced later,

A convention will be held for the benetit of the Swiss and
German brethren of Switzerland, May 11 to 13.

It is expected that the president of the Society will at-
tend each of the above-announced conventions.

There will be no general convention in America this year,
but there will be a number of local conventions which will
be announced in The Watch Tower from time to time.

SERVICE CONVENTIONS

In view of the fact that there will be no general conven-
tion during 1929, the Society is arranging a series of local
conventions, to be held in conjunction with the regional
service directors’ appointments to some of the larger classes.
These conventions are for the convenience of classes within
a radius of from sixty to a hundred miles from the city
where they are held.
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GRACIOUS INVITATION

“And the spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst
come: and whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”’—Rev. 22:17.

FEHOVAII God gave a revelation to his beloved
J Son, Christ Jesus, that Christ might show to his

servants things which must come to pass in the
future. The Revelation is therefore a prophecy. The
word ‘‘revelation’’ is derived from the Greek word
apokalupsis, which means a disclosure, coming to
light, taking off the covering, or uncovering. When
a thing is uncovered it can then be seen by all who
try to see. It follows that a clear understanding of
the book of Revelation could not be had by all until
there is a fulfilment of the propheey by the uncover-
ing thereof.

2 The Greek word epiphaneia, employed in the
Seriptures to tell of the presence of the Lord, means
brightness, manifestation or shining forth, or shin-
ing upon. This would imply a brightness or shining
forth that would be seen by some but not by all.
Those who would first see or have some understand-
ing would be greatly favored by the Lord. Those of
the anointed remnant class are the ones thus specially
favored by Jehovah. It is reasonable to expect that
these would have some understanding of the prophecy
in advance of others.

3 The prescnce of the Lord is manifested to God’s
anointed during the period that Jesus Christ is en-
gaged in ‘preparing the way before Jehovah’; and
this work done, then ‘‘the Liord . . . shall suddenly
come to his temple”’, (Mal. 3:1) Of course the Loxd
comes to his temple for a purpose; and one of the
works done by him is to give to the approved oncs a
clearer vision of the truth than was previously en-
joyed by them. The prophet says: ‘‘He shall sit as
a refiner . . . of silver.”” Silver symbolically repre-
sents the truth, and being refined it shines forth with
greater brilliancy. In harmony with this apt illus-
tration God’s prophet says: ‘“When the Lord shall
build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory.”” (Ps.
102:16) The glorious appearance of the Lord here
mentioned must of necessity be to the favored rem-
nant class, who have been brought into the temple
condition. This glory appears to them by and through
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a brighter shining of the truth, That glory would not
then appear to the world, nor even to the consecrated
who are not of the temple class, but would appear
to the remnant only.

¢ As further ecorroborative proof it is written:
‘“And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and
there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament
[eovenant]; and there were lightnings, and voices.”’
—Rev. 11: 19,

5 All lightnings proceed from Jehovah. The light-
nings are evidences of the presence of Jehovah and
of Christ. These are given to the anointed remnant
class through their Head, Christ Jesus, to afford the
remnant a better understanding of God’s plan and
purposes than they previously had. We understand
that from the time of the beginning of the presence
of Christ he, as the Messenger of the Covenant, must
‘prepare the way before the Lord’ until the time
for him to come to his temple. Then he suddenly
comes to the temple. It is to be expected that after
that time those blessed by being made a part of the
temple class would have more light upon the truth.
It is reasonable to expect that the light continues to
inerease until the complete uncovering of the prophecy
written.

® Many consecrated persons have diligently sought
to understand the book of Revelation and have reached
some conclusions in their own minds and have found
much joy thercin. As it now appears, there was no
reason to expect an understanding of the prophecy
before the time when God assembled Zion and brought
the approved ones into the temple condition. Nor
would it appear that the Lord would in any manner
be displeased with the efforts of his anointed, put
forth prior thereto, to understand the propheey.
Rather the promise is that the earnest seeker for truth
would be blessed by the Lord.

TO WHOM ADDRESSED

" The Revelation was given to Jesus Christ that he
might show his servants what must come to pass. It
is therefore addressed to the body of Christ and to no
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others. It is for the enlichtenment of those who have
been taken into the covenant by sacrifice. It seems
quite clear that it is intended for the instruction, com-
fort and encouragement of the faithful servant class,
and that means those who are in Christ Jesus as
members of his body, and in whom the Lord delights.
(Isa. 42:1) It is after Zion is built up, and the
anointed ones have been brought under the robe of
righteousness, that the ‘‘faithful and wise servant”’
class is made manifest.

THE SETTING

$ The Revelation whieh was given to John shows a
work to be done in which the church or body members
of Christ have a part but which work must continue
until the complete establishment of the kingdom. It
does not appear to be a work to be done during the
millennial reign, but done in the time of the presence
of the Lord and up to the complete collapse of Satan’s
organization. There is a foreword or prologue to the
book. Chapter one, verses one to seven, is an introdue-
tion to what is about to be said concerning what is to
come to pass. John states that the message is from
Jesus Christ to the church. Then verse three gives
a promise of blessing that shall rest upon him ‘that
rcadeth, and them that hear the words of this proph-
ecy’. There is no other book in the Bible where such
a promisc is made. It must be expected that those
who study the Revelation with an honest desire to
understand it would reccive some blessing {rom the
Lord, and that those who hear and obey what they do
understand shall reeceive a blessing from him. Is it
not true that those who walk in the light as they
have the light receive a blessing from the Lord $—
1 John 1:7.

® Then there is an epiloguc to the Revelation. This
after-speeeh is found in chapter twenty-two, verses
eizht to twoenty-one, It is the conclusion of the book
after the main discourse has been recorded. As the
prophet of the Lord, John tliere spoke a propheey.
With propriety, therefore, we may divide Revelation
into three divisions, to wit: (1) a foreword or prologue
in which John tells what he is about to write; (2) the
vision that is given to him by the Lord to set down in
the record ; and (3) John’s coneclusion thereon, or an
epilogue or after-speech; and it is the prophecy, con-
tained in this epilogue, that we here examine.

10 After John had reeeived the message on Revela-
tion he was about to worship the messenger, when he
was told not to do so but to worship God. Here is
the announced divine rule. The truth proceeds from
Jehovah God. The creature is to worship the Creator
and Giver of every good and perfect gift. Without
a doubt, the words of John set forth in the epilogue
were written under the supervision and direction of
the Lord. In the epilogue John states that which he
was told by the Liord’s messenger., ITis words there
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must be a prophecy, and are so considered in the ex-
amination of the text first above mentioned.

TIME

1t Aside from the fact stated, that the overcomers
shall reign with Christ during the thousand years,
the New Testament, including Revelation, has little
to say about what the church will do during the
millennial reign. Heretofore we have applied Revela-
tion 22:17 to the millennial reign of Christ. Such
conclusion, in the light of present truth, does not
seem to be warranted by the Seriptures. The con-
clusion that does seem to be supported by the Serip-
tures is that the propheey here uttered by John has
its fulfilment from the time the Lord came to his
temple in 1918, and covers a period of time until the
complete eollapse of Satan’s organization,

12 Telling of what the messenger said to him, John
wrote: ‘“Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this
book: for the time is at hand.”” (Verse 10) By these
words a definite time is fixed. Is there a way for us
to determine when that period of time began?

12 Verse twelve says: ‘“ And, behold, I come quickly ;
and my reward is with me, to give every man accord-
ing as his work shall be.”’ DManifestly the coming
here mentioned means the ecoming of the Lord to his
temple and at which time he did take account with
those who had made a covenant with Jehovah. It is
at that time that he gives ‘reward to them according
as their work appears’. Does not the ‘coming’ here
correspond exactly with the time meant when the
prophet says: ‘‘The Lord whom ye seek shall sud-
denly come to his temple’’? It is from that time for-
ward that the propheey is not to be sealed up, ac-
cording to the dircetion of the messenger. If not to
be sealed, then it must be after that time that it
would be understood. Consequently the understanding
would be after the coming of the Tord to his temple.
It was after the coming of the Lord to his temple that
the lightnings of Jchovah begun to flash for the en-
lichtenment of those of Zion. That marlked the be-
ginning of the epiphaneia of the Lord, or the shining
forth, which shining forth is seen and appreciated by
those who are of the temple class. If the prophecy
begins to have a fulfilment after the Lord comes to
his temple, it must have its complete fulfilment be-
fore the time of restoration blessings of the people
of earth.

14 To ¢stablish the faith of his anointed the Lord
gives corroborative proof. In verse sixteen it is writ-
ten: ‘I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto
you these things in the churches. I am the root and
the offspring of David, and the bright and morning
star.”

13 This is corroborative proof that the time of the
fulfilment of the prophecy is after Jehovah sets his
King upon his holy hill of Zion and after the Lord
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comes to his temple. (Ps. 2:6) David, the son of
Jesse, was chosen to be the ruler over Isracl, David
foreshadowed Christ the King. (Isa, 11:1,2) David
was born in Bethlehem. Jesus also was horn in Beth-
lehem. Concerning the Ruler who should come out of
Bethlehem, it is written: ‘‘But thou, Beth-lehem
Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands
of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me
that is to be ruler in Isracl ; whose goings forth have
been from of old, from everlasting. Thercfore will
he give them up, until the time that she which trav-
aileth hath brought forth; then the remnant of his
brethren shall return unto the children of Israel.”’
—Mie. 5:2,3.

16 This prophecy had a miniature fulfilment when
Jesus came out from Bethlehem., The propheey must
have a complete fulfilment at some time, and the facts
show that this complete fulfilment is when Jesus Christ
is presented as King to the spiritual house of Israel.
This we understand to be at the time of the laying
of the Chief Corner Stone in Zion, (Isa. 28:16)
The Watch Tower has in a previous issue (December
15, 1925) set forth the proof that the prophecy of
Micah above quoted was not fulfilled in completion
until the Lord came to his temple because the com-
plete fulfilment was deferred ‘‘until the time that she
{Zion] which travaileth hath brought forth’’. (Mie.
5:3; Isa. 66:8) The birth of the man child, repre-
senting the new government or new nation, therefore
scems to be a key that begins the opening of the
prophecy under consideration.

It was in 1914 that the new nation was born,
when God set his King upon his holy hill in Zion.
Uod promised that the throne of David should be
established for ever. (2 Sam. 7:13; 1 Ki. 2:45) It
is Christ, the antitypical David, who must have the
throne for ever according to this promise, and which
promise must be fulfilled after his second coming.
It is Christ the King, whose right it is, to whom the
kingdom and throne shall be and are given for ever.
(Lzek. 21:27) It was in 1914 that the propheey was
tulfilled by the coming of him whose right it is to
rule; and it was in 1918 that God’s anointed King
prescnted himself as King and Head of Zion. (Ps.
118:22-24) It was then that Christ, the root and the
offspring of David, became the rightful inheritor of
the promise made to David concerning the everlasting
throne upon which God’s anointed should sit. It is
after that that the prophecy of Revelation 22:17
begins to have its fulfilment.

18 Furthermore, it is written that Jesus said: “‘I
am . . . the bright and morning star.”” Long before
that, God caused his prophet to write: ‘‘There shall
come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise
out of Israel.”” (Num, 24:17) Undoubtedly this lat-
ter prophecy refers to the Messiah as the rightful
Governor of the world. That prophecy could not have

e WATCH TOWER 8

its fulfilment until Christ is sent forth to rule among his
enemies. (Ps. 110:1,2) The fulfilment thereof syn-
chronizes with the time of the fulfilment of the proph-
ecy of Revelation 22:17.

19 The morning star is a sure harbinger of a bright
and glorious day and is seen just before the break of
dawn. It appears in the east shortly before the rising
of the sun. It gives forth its soft and pleasing light
and cheers those who are watching for the new day.
The early watchers see it and are glad. The words
of the Seriptures show that the appearance of the
“morning star’’ would mark the time for the fulfil-
ment of the propheey here under consideration. The
word ‘‘star’’ is also rendered prince. It is one of the
titles given to our Lord. The ‘‘morning star’’ men-
tioned in the prophecy refers to Christ, the Prince of
Peace, upon whose shoulder the government of right-
eousness shall rest, The Prinee of Peace takes hig
power as King. The nations are angry and then the
temple of God is opened. (Rev. 11:17-19) The Serip-
tures and the facts well fix the time that the Prince
of Pcace takes his authority and the time for the
opening of the temple.

JUDGMENT

20 The coming of the Lord to his temple is a time
of judgment. (Ps. 11:4) It is the time when he takes
account with all those who had confessed his name
and to whom he had committed his goods or kingdom
interests. (Matt. 25:14-19) All these are then put
upon examination and tested. (Mal. 3:1-3) As fur-
ther corroborative proof of the time of the beginning
of the fulfilment of the propheey, take note of verse
eleven: ““He that is unjust, let him be unjust still;
and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he
that is righteous, let him be righteous still; and he
that is holy, l¢t him be holy still.”” These words show
specifically that the time arrives when there is a
judicial deerce rendered by the One having authority
to judge. That authority rests upon Christ Jesus.
(John 5:22) That judgment begins at the house of
God when the Lord comes to his temple. (1 Pet,
4:17) In that judgment the Lord deals with the un-
just, the filthy, the righteous and the holy,

UNJUST

#1 The ‘“just’’ means those who are approved. If
this propheey of Revelation is applied to the millen-
nial reign of Christ, then it must be put down to the
very end thereof, because none of the human race
will be just or approved until the end of that reign,
At the beginning of the millennial reign all the peo-
ple of the world will be unjust, because all are sin-
ners. (Rom. 5:12) If the judgment here mentioned
refers to the people of the world, and obtains through-
out the Millennial age, then all being unjust at the
beginning must for ever remain unjust, because the
prophecy so declares. If that were true, then it would
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mean that all men would for ever be precluded from
passing over the great highway. Such a construction
of the text would therefore be out of harmony with
the numerous other seriptures which plainly declare
that during the reign of Christ every man shall have
a full and fair trial and opportunity of receiving
God’s approval and life.

22 Applying the propheey at a time between the
coming of the Lord to his temple and the establish-
ment of the kingdom in {ull sway, is consistent with
all other scriptures. There are those who have been
favored with the truth and brought into Christ by
adoption who have afterward turned away from the
Lord and become unfaithful. The word here rendered
‘“unjust’’ means an offender or one who has become
wicked and is thercfore the very opposite of right-
eous. No one could be of that class unless he had
at one time been made righteous through the blood
of Christ Jesus. When he becomes offended and walks
in iniquity he is disapproved by the Lord.

28 Jesus tells of a class of persons who have been
accepted in the Lord, and who were in line for a
place in the kingdom, and who at the end of the
period of sacrifice are taken out of the kingdom class.
(Matt. 13:41,42) Jesus describes a ‘‘wicked ser-
vant’’ class who smite their fellow servants, and who
are disapproved, and who are assigned to the position
occupied by the hypocrites; and that such work takes
place before the millennial reign. (Matt, 24:48-51)
‘When he comes to his temple and takes account with
his servants he finds those who are unfaithful and un-
profitable, and therefore disapproved, and he casts
them into outer darkness. (Matt. 25:24-30) When he
pronounces his decree of judgment, that decree is
final ; and therefore he says: ‘“He that is unjust, let
him be unjust still.”’

THE FILTHY

2 The apostle describes a class that were once en-
lightened by the Lord and who thereafter defile them-
selves with the world and become filthy, like a ‘sow
that has been washéd and has returned to her wallow-
ing’. (2 Pet. 2:19,22) It is well known that there
are those who have been in the service of the Lord,
but who have neglected their obligations, repudiated
the Lord and his truth, and returned to the beggarly
elements of the world and joined themselves unto
Satan’s organization. (Gal. 4:9) At one time such
left the Devil’s organization, when they eame to the
Lord, and were then transferred by the grace of the
Lord from darkness into the kingdom of light. (Col.
1:13) Then later their understanding became dark-
ened and they turned themselves in the way of las-
civiousness and of uncleanness. (Eph. 4:18,19) It
is the same class described by Jude, the servant of
God: ‘““Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the
flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.
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But these speak evil of those things which they know
not; but what they know naturally as brute beasts,
in those things they corrupt themselves,”’—Jude 8, 10.

25 The Liord comes to his temple for judgment, and
that is the time he declares he will ‘give every man
according to his work’., He finds those who have re-
pudiated him, and who have become filthy, and of
and concerning them he says in his judicial decree:
‘“And he which is filthy, let him be filthy still.”” The
Apostle Paul declares in plain phrase what shall be
the destiny of those who repudiate the Lord, trample
upon the Son of God, and count his blood as a com-
mon thing. His words are in exact aceord with the
final deeree announced by the Lord Jesus against the
unjust and the filthy.

RIGHTEOUS

26 No human being is righteous within himself,
When one trusts in the redemptive blood of Christ
Jesus, makes a consecration to do God’s will, and
God reccives him and justifies him, he is then counted
as righteous. (Rom. 4:22-25; 5:1; 8:33) If that one
is ever to live on any plane he must maintain that
righteousness accounted unto him by reason of the
blood of Christ, and God’s judicial determination.
He can maintain it only by holding to the faith that
was once delivered to the saints,

2? There is a great multitude of persons who have
made a consecration to do God’s will and, being justi-
fied, were brought forth as new ereatures, but who do
not prove themselves wholly faithful unto God and
their covenant. They have received the truth and
hold it selfishly, looking forward to the time when
they might specially profit thereby. They have sought
to make themsclves righteous but have neglected to
faithfully keep the commandments of God. The Lord
comes to his temple and takes account with his ser-
vants, and of these less faithful, but who are still
righteous, he says in his decree, ‘“He that is righteous,
let him be righteous still.”’

HOLY

28 When the Lord came to his temple and began
the accounting with his servants he found some who
had been diligently earing for the kingdom interests
that had been committed to them. These had shown
an appreciation of the fact that they had been brought
into the body of Christ and anointed to do a work in
the name of the Liord, They received the truth and
held it in the love of the truth and sought to glorify
God. They devoted themselves wholly to the Lord.
Concerning these the Lord says in the parable: ‘“And
80 he that had received five talents, came and brought
other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto
me five talents; behold, I have gained beside them five
talents more. His lord said unto him, Well done, thou
good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many
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things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.”’—Matt.
25:20, 21.

20 These faithful and approved ones were brought
under the robe of righteousncss, and the Lord’s judi-
cial deeree concerning them is, ‘‘He that is holy, let
him be holy still.”” These are the ones who, at the
time, go to make up the remnant eclass and who form
a part of Zion.

THE TEST

80 The mere fact that one is brought into the temple
condition and enters into the sceret place of the Most
High is not a guarantece that he shall for cver be
there. To abide there he must prove his faithfulness
by obeying God’s commandments. Those who have
thus been favored have committed to them all the
goods or kingdom interests of the Lord. Such go to
make up the ‘‘faithful and wise servant’’ elass, (Matt.
24:45) The specific commandment of the Lord is
given to this elass to ‘preach the gospel 1o the na-
tions as a witness’ (Matt, 21:14), and they are also
plainly told by Jchovaly, “‘Ye are my witnesses, . . .
that I am God.”” (Isa. 43:10,12) Concerning those
whom the Lord approved when he came to his temple
to give judgment Lie says: ‘‘Blessed are they that do
his commandments, that they may have right to the
tree of life, and may center in through the gates into
the eity.”"—Tlev, 22: 14,

31 In order to eontinue in the Lord’s favor, and to
finally and fully enter into the kingdom and receive
the right to the tree of life, these must continue to
obey or keep the ecommandments of (God, and thus
prove their love for him. It is to the overcomers that
the promise is given that they shall ‘““eat of the tree
of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God’’.
(Rev. 2:7) Clearly, this implies that the temple
¢lass must meet the test and prove their loyalty and
faithfulness by keeping the ecommandments,

OUTSIDERS

32 There are a great number of persons outside of
those who have ever entered into a eovenant with the
Lord by sacrifice but who have taken the name of
the Lord for scifish reasons. The lLord disposes of
them in this propheey, and this disposition shows that
the propheey does not have to do with the millennial
rcign of Christ, ““For without are dogs [dumb dogs
who take the namec of the Lord for selfish purposcs
(Isa. 56:9-11)], and sorcerers [mixers of false doe-
trines with the iruth to deeeive], and whoremongers
{those who, in the name of Christ, run after and have
illicit relationship with the Devil’s organization |, and
murderers {those who hate and persceute the followers
of Christ], and idolaters [those who worship systems
or men or other objects elaiming the name of the
Lord], and whosocver loveth and maketh a lie.”” This
is a complete deseription of those that go to make up
the Devil's organization on carth.
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“COME”

8 The gracious invitation of the prophecy is:
““Come. And let him that hearcth say, Come. And
let him that is athirst come. And whosocver will, let
him take the water of life freely.”” (Verse 17) The
children of Zion are born and the temple of the Lord
brought together. The remnant brought into the tem-
ple condition begin to realize that there is a work to
be done. They learn that the battle of Armageddon
will soon be fought, and will result in the complete
fall of Satan’s organization and the everlasting
vindieation of Jehovah’s name. They learn that
it is the will of God that before Armageddon
there shall be a wide proeclamation of the truth,
that the nations of the carth and the people may re-
ccive notice of what is about to come to pass, and
that those who desirc may have an opportunity to
take their stand on the side of the Lord.

34 Jehovah has brought the remnant into his seeret
place, put his words in the mouth of such, and covered
them with the shadow of his hand. It is Jchovah who
has eommanded that now there shall be a tremendous
witness given on carth. Ile is the great Spirit. ‘‘Now
the Lord [Supreme One] is that Spirit.”” (2 Cor,
3:17) Jesus Christ is the cxecutive officer and the
right-hand man of Jchovah God. What Jchovah is
doing he does by and through his beloved Son. That
great Spirit causes the witness to be given, and there-
by says to those who hear his commandments and his
Word: ““Come,”” take your stand against Satan and
on the side of Jchovah, the only true God. It is his
truth and message that is now being heard.

85 The bride, composing the body of Christ, ineludes
those on the carth who remain faithful and true,
These are of Zion and in the temple, and thercfore
show forth the glory of God. (Ps. 29:9) These are
the wise virgins that rejoice in the DBridegroom.
(Matt. 25:1-9) They are brought under the robe of
righteousness, given the garments of salvation, have
on the wedding garments, and rejoice that the day
of deliverance is at hand, and the time for the ecom-
plete vindication of Jehovah’s name. The prophet
shows that Jchovah calls for volunteers. To his be-
loved Son he says: ““Whom shall T send?’’ and those
of the remnant respond: ‘““Here am I, send me.”’—
Isa. 6: 8.

3 The remnant rejoice also that the time has come
when the pecople should be informed that Jehovah
is the true God and when they shall be invited to
take their stand against the Devil and on the side
of Jehovah, They know that this message must go
to the great multitude, as well as to others, and, be-
ing of the bride elass, therefore, in obedience to the
command, they say, ‘‘Come.”” The facts show that
this is exaetly what the remnant class is now doing.
Never has there been so wide a witness of the truth
as during the past few yecars. The burden of that
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testimony has been and is, ‘Jehovah is God, Christ
is King, the kingdom is come, and therefore the day
of deliverance is here.” Read the report for 1928 and
mark what marvelous work the Lord has done during
the past year. It is the Lord’s doings, and marvelous
in our eyes. (Ps. 118:23) It is now easy to be seen
that Revelation 22:17 is in course of fulfilment and
that the remnant is having a part therein.

87¢¢And let him that heareth say, Come.”” When
there is a convention of the consecrated it is observed
that a large number in attendance do not take part in
proclaiming the message of truth. Probably these
have not understood and appreciated their privileges.
Their hearing has been dull, and their understanding
poor. This is one reason why the truth should oft-
times be repeated to them. Gradually the truth takes
8 decper hold on them. They hear and understand
and see their privilege of having a part in proclaiming
the message of God’s kingdom. To them the Lord
says: ‘If you hear, say, Come,” and take your stand
on the side of the Lord. Those who hear should re-
member the words of the prophecy: ‘‘Blessed are
they that do his commandments.”” This is the time
that the witness must be given; and blessed is he who
has a part thercin.

8 The prophet of God mentions a great multitude
of hungry souls. (Ps. 107:10) Within the confines of
organized Christianity there is a great multitude of
prisoners whose members are thirsting for the truth
because there is no truth within their prison walls,
There comes to them by radio the sweet and blessed
message of God’s plan of deliverance, The faithful
servants of the Lord call at the prisoners’ doors and
show them the food that is contained in book form.
These prisoners hear the glad tidings and hear the
message of the propheey : ‘“ And let him that is athirst,
Come.”’ There the gracious message of God’s Word
brought to them has quenched their thirst and they
are made glad. They in turn tell their neighbors to
drink of the water of truth and to take their stand
on the side of Jehovah God. Some of these who have
recently come to some knowledge of the truth have
immediately seized the opportunity to carry the mes-
sage themselves to others.

3% There arc millions of people of good will through-
out the land who are in distress and who long to
see a better day but who know not which way to turn
for relief. To them the world is like a parched desert
where there is ncither food nor water. By means of
the radio and the printed gospel message they learn
that Jehovah is Cod, and that Christ is King, and
that the kingdom and the day of deliverance are at
hand. The remnant bring them the glad message,
and to them they say: ‘‘And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely.”” They are told that
they may now take their stand on the side of the
Lord, and against the Devil, and receive a blessing.
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Is it not such a class of people that may now secek
meckness and righteousness, and be hid in the day
of his expressed wrath, and be carried beyond the
great battle of Armageddon and live for ever and not
die?—Zeph. 2:3.

40 The remnant must now be witnesses to and leaders
of the people, (Isa. 55:4) The remnant is now com-
manded to ‘prepare the way of the people, gather out
the stoncs’, and point the pcople to the fact that
soon the great highway to life will be opened. (Isa.
62:10) This must be done to the end that ‘whoso-
ever will may take of the water of life freely’ by
taking their stand on the side of the Lord and re-
sponding to the requirements of the kingdom.

41 The breaking down of Satan’s organization will
remove the refuge of lies and open the eyes of men
to the truth. Even the great multitude class must be
led to the living fountains of waters. (Rev. 7:17)
The Lord may use the remnant to thus help them.
There will be many others who will be humbled by
Armageddon, and they will be ready to hear, After
Armageddon some of the remnant may be used by
the Lord to bear witness and to aid those who need
to be taught, and this they may do before actually
being taken into the courts of everlasting glory. It
is certain that the work of the remnant now is to pro-
claim the glad tidings as God’s duly appointed wit-
nesses.

ADDING AND TAKING AWAY

*2 The prophecy then discloses that there will be
a class of persons who will ‘add to the words of this
prophecy’ and some who will ‘take away therefrom’.
Notice is served upon every one who hears the words
of the prophecy. ‘‘For I testify unto every man that
heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If
any man shall add unto these things, God shall add
unto him the plaguecs that are written in this book.”’
(Verse 18) This could not apply to the modernist
clergy who deny that the Bible is God’s Word of
truth. The words do not seem to have an application
even to those who claim to be Christians and who
have no understanding of the divine plan.

43 Clearly the prophecy does apply to a class of
persons who have been favored with at least some
knowledge of the divine plan as set forth in the
Seriptures. After receiving such knowledge they add
to or take away therefrom. In the book of Revelation
(20:11-15) it is made known that there shall be a
trial of the peoples of earth after the downfall of
Satan’s organization. That will be the day of the
Lord’s judgment of the people. (Acts 17:31) It is
plainly stated that those who fail in that trial, and
whose names are therefore not written in the book
of life, shall be destroyed. Now call to mind that
there are those who of recent times have had a knowl-
edge of God’s plan, and who still claim to have
developed such a sweet and beautiful charaeter, and



MarcH 15, 1929

who insist that God is so very loving that he will save
every creature, including Judas and the Devil him-
self. Therefore they take the Devil’s side, in the face
of the statements of the Lord’s Word, that the wicked
shall be destroyed in the sceond death. They add to
God’s revealed plan. This they do without any excuse.

4 Then there are those who have been blessed by
some knowledge of the truth, and for a time rejoiced
in it. They were selfish, however, and did not give
God the honor and glory for what he is doing amongst
men. The time comes when those who go to make up
this selfish class become dissatisfied with the food
which the Lord provides for his people and who have
no pleasure in obeying his commandments. In sub-
stance they say: ‘There is no more truth to be re-
vealed. We must now sit down and quietly wait un-
til we are taken to heaven. We will have nothing to
do with serviee.” Knowingly and wilfully they re-
fuse to have a part in the service in obedience to
God’s commandments. They refuse to have anything
to do with proelaiming his gracious invitation. They
remove from or take away from God’s words the com-
mandments that the witness must now be given and
that there is and will be a faithful class whom Jcho-
vah calls his remnant and his witnesses. Concerning
such the prophet says: ¢ And if any man shall take
away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the book of life,
and out of the holy ecity, and from the things which
are written in this book.”’—Verse 19.

4 The marginal reading and all revised versions
of this verse are: ‘“‘His part from the tree of life.”
There must have been a time when these could have
had a part in the tree of life, which is promised only
to those who are overcomers. (Rev. 2:7) Whatever
may be the final state of the eclass here mentioned,
they can not be a part of God’s holy city or his
glorious kingdom.

4 The angel revealing this prophecy to John then
says: ‘““Surely I come quickly.”” Those who hear and
understand gladly respond: ‘‘Amen. Even so, come,
Lord Jesus.”” These see that the time draws nigh
when there shall be a great erisis in the affairs of
men and that the church now has the great privilege
of representing the Lord and announcing that crisis.
They rejoice, and are anxious to sce the Lord finish
his great work.

LESSON

47 There must be a present-day lesson herein for
those who love God and Christ. When the anointed,
by the grace of the Lord, hear and understand this
propheey, then they must see that there is to be, and
must be done, a witness work amongst the peoples
of the earth and that it must be done quickly. It is
the remnant class that constitutes the witnesses of
the Lord. The duty of this class is plain and eclear.
There is no time to wait or for delay. ‘‘In that day
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it shall be said to . . . Zion, Let not thine hands be
slack.”” (Zeph. 3:16) The time is come when the
name of Jehovah shall be exalted. He is bidding those
who have hearing ears to come and learn the way of
life and to walk therein. Those who continue to be of
theremnant elass, and thercfore of the bride, must now
say, ‘‘Come.”” These will continue to invite the peo-
ple to take their stand on the side of Jehovah. These
now sce that the King is upon his throne, that the
Lord is in his holy temple, and now they say, ‘I will
sing praise to my God.”’

* The work of the great Jehovah God through his
people is now progressing. The anointed ones enjoy
the unspeakable privilege of being workers together
with God and with Christ Jesus. Jehovah by and
through Christ is causing notice to be served upon
Satan’s organization of his purpose to destroy that
organization and to grant full relief to the oppressed
of humankind. The Most Iigh, speaking through
his beloved Son, says, ‘‘Come.”” The faithful remnant
class join in the gracious invitation and say, ‘‘Come.”’
This message is to be proclaimed to those who have
a desire for righteousness and truth, It must be done
now.

# Surely this is the most blessed time that the
church has had in the flesh. By reason of Jehovah’s
lightnings, those in the temple class are clearly dis-
cerning his purposes. They see that it is their blessed
privilege now to represent him and to lay down their
lives in his service. Truly from this time forward it
may be said: ‘‘Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth.”” Without a doubt, those who
are now in the secret place of the Most High, and
who there abide and continue to faithfully represent
the Lord until death, shall then have an immediate
and abundant entrance into the kingdom of God. It
is no surprise that these faithful ones now see eye
to eye and with great enthusiasm together lift up the
voice and sing the praises of Jehovah God.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

To whom was the Revelation given? For what purpose?
When can prophecy be understood? The fact of its being
understood indicates what? Give the meaning of
epiphaneia. Whom does God favor with an understanding
of prophecy? T 1, 2.

When and by what work was the second presence of the
Lord first manifested? ‘hat is the purpose of the
epiphancia? To whom does this glory appear, and how?
13, 4.

Quote Revelation 11:19. What are the “lightnings” there
mentioned? What is their source? Their purpose? Of
what avail was the study of this book prior to the Lord’s
coniing to his temple? § 5, 6.

The first verse of the book shows that the Revelation was
addressed to whom? IFor whom was it intended? ITow
would they benefit therefrom, and when? | 7.

When and by whom will the work indicated in the book
of Revelation be done? What evidence is there of the
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fulfilment of the promise of blessing to ‘him that readeth’
and to ‘them that hear the words of this prophecy and
keep those things which are written therein’? T 8.

Into what three parts may Revelation be divided? What
was John's attitude toward God’s messenger? What was
the angel's response, and the lesson therein to God's
people? § 9, 10.

Show, with scriptures, when fulfilment of Revelation 22; 17
seems to have its beginning. During what time would it
have its complete fulfilment? f 11-13.

What was the purpose in verse sixteen? How does it serve
to show the time of application of the seventeenth verse?
q 14, 15.

What bearing has Micah §:3 upon the consideration of our
text? Lxplain how the ‘coming of him whose right it is’
and the ‘establishment of the throne of David’ are related
to this subject. § 16, 17.

Identify the “Star out of Jacob”, the ‘“Scepter out of
Israel”, and the “morning star”. Show their connection
with Revelation 22:17, § 18, 19.

These and related scriptures indicate what as to a judg-
ment work, the time therefor, and the classes concerned?
T 20.

Revelation 22: 11 applies when? Give proof. | 21.

Describe the class here referred to as “unjust”. Ilow is this
class related to the *“wicked servant”? What is the
result of their judgment? q 22, 23.

Who are the “filthy”? With Scriptures, account for their
having come into that condition. What is the destiny
of this class? § 24, 235.

Apply the term “rightecus”, as here used. Why is it that
they have merely maintained their justification? What
is decreed for these? | 26, 27.

Describe the class declared as “holy”. What is the Lord’s
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Judicial decree concerning these? What encouragement
is given to them? State the promise to the overcomers.
What conditions are yet to be met in order to enter into
the promised reward? { 28-31.,

Apply Revelation 22: 135, 7 32.

What circumstances and a knowledge of what fuets place the
remnant in a position to have part in this invitation?
In what manner will the invitation be extended to others,
and for what purpose? J 33, 34.

Show the application of the term “bride” here used. Ac-
count for the ready response of this class. What facts
indicate their having a part as God's witnesses? § 35, 36.

Illustrate the importance of frequent repetition of certain
truths. Apply “Let him that heareth say, Come”. What
means has Jehovah provided for extending the invita-
tion to “him that is athirst”? IIow are the fruits of this
witness multiplied? T 37, 3S.

Describe conditions which indicate the appropriateness and
the timeliness of the message. What is the purpose of
the witness to be given? How will those to whom the
testimony is given avail themselves of the benefit of the
message? § 39-41.

To whom does the eighteenth verse of this chapter apply,
and why? When, and why at that time? Account for their
coming to assume such position. What is the portion de-
creed for them? § 42-45,

What is signified by “I come quickly”, and by the response
thereto? T 46.

Point out the lesson contained herein for the remnant, § 47.

What work of Jehovah is now in progress on earth? The
anointed enjoy what grand part therein? To whom will
this unspeakable privilege be continued? What is their
inspiration, and what the source of their light and
strength? T 48, 49.

DECISION FOR THE RIGHT

N A certain occasion Abner, who had been the
O leader of Saul’s army and who was then the
leader of a rebellion against the known will

of Jehovah their God, communicated with the clders
of Isracl, saying, ““Ye sought for David in times past
to be king over you: now then do it.”” (2 Sam. 3:17)
The time for decision had come. Abner was a capa-
ble military leader, a man of strong will and deter-
mination. No doubt the division of the nation of
Israel, which eaused Judah to stand alone, was in
great measure the work of Abner. As Saul had been
God’s choice when the people eried for a king, all
the tribes submitted to his rule without demur. But
Saul was not faithful to Jehovah, whom he repre-
sented, inasmuch as he did not conform to the word of
the Lord given to him by Samuel, the prophet of God.
About fiftcen ycars before his death, Samucl had
been sent to Bethlechem of Judah to the house of
Jesse, who was of that tribe, and had been directed
to anoint his youngest son David to be king in Israel.
There was to be no rchellion, nor any attempt to
usurpation on the part of David; Saul must reign as
long as Jehovah would allow him, and David would
then be king in his room and stead. This anointing

was not announeed to Israel, but young David’s ex-
ploit in the matter of the ehallenge by Goliath made
his name prominent in Israel; and, though it is not
so stated, the fact that David had been anointed to
be king became known in Isracl. Saul’s words to
David show that the fact was known and accepted;
Saul said, ‘“And now, behold, I know well that thou
shalt surely be king.”’—1 Sam, 24:20.

The tribe of Judah was powerful, and it scemed
to have a right to provide the ruler by reason of the
promise that out of Judah should he come to whom
the gathering of the peoples should be. (Gen. 49:10)
When Saul died it was natural that Judah should
wish to see David, the anointed of God, and a son
of that tribe, placed upon the throne of Israel. There
were several reasons why David was not aceepted by
the other tribes. Ilis recent association with the
Philistines had brought him under suspicion ; but the
chief reason was that those who were under Saul had
been David’s enemics, for David had been hunted
by Saul ¢‘like a partridge on the mountains’, and
there would be the desire to keep the profits and the
honor of their offices which they would expeet to lose
if David were made king.
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Thus it came about that Abner openly opposed
David. There came civil war in Israel. To strengthen
his cause Abner, contrary to the known will of God,
made a son of Saul king, and the northern tribes
accepted him., During the seven years’ war Judah,
under David’s leadership, was always victorious in
the many skirmishes which occurred. Judah grew
stronger, but the northern tribes grew weaker, It hap-
pened that Abner felt himself insulted by his ap-
pointee, and he went to David to make an agreement
with him to turn the whole kingdom over to David.
On certain conditions David accepted Abner’s aid.
Abner ealled the elders of the tribes together and de-
clared to them that he well understood that David was
Jehovah’s choice. He said, ““Ior [Jehovah] hath spok-
en of David, saying, By the hand of my servant David
I will save my people Isracl out of the hand of the
Philistines, and out of the hand of all their enemies.”’
{2 Sam. 3:18) He reminded them that they had
leaned toward David in time past, and that they knew
he was God’s appointed king; and he urged them
to prompt aetion in the matter of making David king,
He said, ‘““Now then do it.”’

Abner’s injunction to prompt action as such is
familiar in these days in the business man’s slogan,
“Do it now’’; and it has been, and still is, a common
thing for those who call themselves religious mission-
ers to use such a word as this when they call men to
repentance, and ‘to make a decision for Christ’. Un-
questionably when there is a right thing to be done
and the time to do it has come, Abner’s word, ‘‘Now
then do it,”’ or the modern version, ‘‘Do it now,”’
not only is good to heed, but is imperative.

But what Abner had to say meant to those who
heard him much more than an urge to general prompt-
ness of life, a sort of ““Don’t leave till tomorrow what
you should do today’’, or obedience to the advertiser’s
urge at the end of his advertisement, ‘Do it now.”’
Here is the decision between acceptance of the known
will of God and refusing to do so by continuing to
take one’s own way. The injunction to take a right
decision is good to give, and good to receive and to
act on. It is good for the everyday things of life, for
life is short and the best can be gained only as life’s
opportunities are seized. But it is the more serious
matters of life which concern us, and for which we
use this incident as an example.

There are times in the life of every individual when
he knows that he must make a decision between the
course he knows is right and another which pleases
best his lower nature. No man can afford to allow
such ocecasions to pass unheeded; a man can not sce
a truth or know a better course to take and then re-
fuse the truth or decline to take the better way and
yet remain as he was. Whenever such occasions oecur
there must be either progression or retrogression. A
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man is bettered or hurt acecording as he makes a riit
decision or refuses to do so.

Any man who is brought face to face with the
fact that he is cousciously following a course con-
trary to the known will of God should take the urgent
advice of Abner to the tribes of Isracl, ‘“Now then do
it.”” He should act immediately. But the incident
is typieal ; that is, it is to be taken as a type or some-
thing done for future instruction. By it Jehovah
gave both an injunetion and an exhortation to those
of days to eome who would profess to be his people.
The Apostle Paul says that whatsoever things were
written aforctime (meaning therchy those things
which were known as the holy writings), were written
for the instruction of the church of God (Rom, 15:4;
2 Tim. 3:15); and they disclose, as every Bibl»
student now knows, the particular fact that they were
written with special reference to that which would
prove to be the most erucial time in the church’s
history, the present day: trying, because it is the
time of the establishment of the kingdom of heaven
when darkness is covering the earth and the people.

This is the day of testing, when the winds of trouble
will blow so fiereely that all which is not built upon
the foundation of truth will be destroyed, and when
only those who love God and place themselves openly
on his side against all those who oppose his kingdom
will be preserved. Without doubt this incident has
not had its typieal significance fulfilled till now.

The circumstances were these. The people to whom
Abner addressed his words ought to have been ready
to accept David as their king years before. But they
were unwilling to do so; some were resentful and
some were opposed to David’s being made their king.
Their prejudice, their pride, precluded; but, more
than all, their self-interests were involved and were
in jeopardy. Not only had the disputers, controlled
by Abner, brought civil war in Israel, with all its ma-
terial and moral loss, but all those under the rule of
the king installed by Abmner suffered because the
blessing of Jehovah their God could not be given to
them and because the king was a weak and helpless
man.

To say that the condition of affairs in Israel so long
ago is an exact picture in type of that which is hap-
pening in Christendom at the present time, and espe-
cially in that part known as the religious world, will
come as a surprise to many. Yet there is at the mo-
ment actually a rejection of the king whose right it
is to rule, and a very definite opposition being mani-
fested to the message of truth telling that the time
is come and that God has set his King upon his
throne. But this fact of opposition is not seen clearly
unless there is some understanding of Jehovah’s pur-
pose through Christ. This purpose is expressed by the
Apostle Paul when he says that it is the purpose of
God to bring into unity all things in heaven and in
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earth (Col. 1:19, 20), which is to be effected by the
establishment of the kingdom of God in the earth,

Those who scck the welfare of their fellows must
be filled with apprehension and fear of the things
which are coming upon the earth; for the world at
present may be said to be like the condition of a man
who, though troubled with many ills, has, because of
a good constitution, always been able to throw them
aside, but who at last is afflicted from the crown of
the head to the sole of the foot with a sickness which
can end only in death. There are some, indeed, who
profess a confident expeetation that the world will
emerge from its troubles as they say it has done in
times past. But they surely blind themselves to the
fact that the present condition of the world is alto-
gcther different from anything in its past. Whatever
trouble the world has had, however distressful or
threatening, it has always been localized and never
general and persistent as now.

Those who are acquainted with the divine purpose
in the times and seasons know that by all these things
Jehovah God, the Creator, is speaking to all men.
They sce in these things a fulfilment of the proph-
ecies. The Bible student knows that though it is the
case that the troubles of humanity are the natural
result of the human policies, they are, nevertheless,
of the divine order in that they are brought to a
head cxactly at a time appointed. The Mest High
over all the earth brings the harvesting of the carth
according to his own times and seasons. The Prophet
Ezekiel said that Jehovah’s means- of chastisement
are sword, famine, pestilence. (Iizek. 6:11) Those
who know of these things sce them as the signs which
Jesus said his diseiples should look for, They are the
signs that their redemption draws nigh, (Luke 21: 28)
Thus the signs of the disciples” redemption are also
portents to the world, given in order that all who will
may take warning and cscape the disaster which is
surely coming through the world’s obstinacy in refus-
ing the voice of him that thus speaks from heaven.
—Heh, 12: 25,

It is to be noted that Abner’s words were addressed,
not to aliens, but to those who formed the greater
part of the house of Isracl: it was Israel which needed
to be brought to decision and to their duty toward
Jehovah.

One of the saddest phases of the present world
distress is that the great church systems, which claim
to represent God and righteousness, are doing now
what the northern tribes of Isracl did. The churches
are cither wholly ignorant of the will of God and
his purpose toward the earth at this time or are pur-
posely putting away from them the message which
his faithful servants give concerning the setting up
of his kingdom. The leaders of the churches have
been so taken up with their position and their office
that they have lost sight of the truths which they pro-
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fess to teach to the world, even to the extent of re-
pudiating the Bible as not being of Divine authority.
It is for this rcason, foretold in the Secriptures, that
the Seriptures say that ‘judgment begins at the
house of God’. This judgment comes with the estab-
lishment of the kingdom and Jesus as the divine
representative, ‘‘For the time is come that judgment
must begin at the house of God: and if it first be-
gin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not
the gospel of God?’’ (1 Pet. 4:17) Jchovah makes
inquisition among the rulers (Ps, 82), those who by
reason of their privileges ought to have represented
him, but who have used their offices for their own
selfish ends; and Jesus gathers before him his ser-
vants to give rewards or to pronounce adverse de-
cisions.—Matt. 25: 40, 45, 46,

The churches have been so busily engaged in telling
men that they ought to repent of their evil ways that
they have lost sight of their own evil condition. Now
they, like Saul, are altogether east off from God’s
favor. There is no longer any place for the great
religious systems. It is evident their end is fast ap-
proaching; but erc their desolation comes there is
something to be said to those who will listen to the
call to ‘save themselves from this untoward gencra-
tion’, for the word of warning which Peter spoke to
his own people is as applicable now as it was then:
the circumstances are duplicated, though now on a
much larger scale and affecting the multitudes of pro-
fessing Christians.

It is to such as these, as well as to all who profess
to love the cause of Jchovah and to be desirous of
honoring his name, that Abner’s word should come
with foree. A decision for the right king is now to
be made. There must have been many in the hosts
of Abner who knew that David was the chosen of
Jehovah to be king over all Isracl. Abner’s words
show this. Then the facts that Abner’s host con-
stantly lost in their skirmishes, and that David’s
constantly gained in streneth, proved where Jehovah’s
blessing was. So it ean be said that, even if there
were no other witnesses, the journals published in the
interest of many church organizations are a constant
witness to all supporters of organized religion that
it is a dying cause. Its sickness is more plainly seen
as unto death than that which is on the world, and
which many sce to be incurable. The very apparent
unbelief which prevails in the churches, the hypoec-
risy of the systems whose worship is accepted gener-
ally as a matter of form, and the apparent drying up
of any spirit of desire to serve Jehovah God, is evi-
dence that the final time of the testing and the re-
jection of these systems, great and small, is come,.

The present unparalleled events in the earth have
brought many Christians to the belief that the end
of the age is come. Some who have been waiting for
the Lord and have desired the prosperity of Jchovah’s
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cause have allowed themselves to be so misled by the
dogmas of orthodoxy that they look for Jesus to mani-
fest himself in a physieal way. These, in common
with multitudes of those who are altogether misin-
formed and misled by the churches, refuse to accept
the message of the Liord’s presence and to believe that
he is setting up his kingdom in the earth. Jesus said
that during his second presence he would establish
his kingdom, which would be discerned by signs, not
by actual sight. (See Matthew 24:3.) He is now the
great Spirit in the likeness of his Father, and there
is no reason known why he should again have a hu-
man form, as was requisite for him in order to die
for the race which, under the power of God, he was
to save.

To the thousands of good men and women who ought
to flee from this formal religion and to acknowledge
God’s King upon his throne, and to those others who
have not yet seen more than the poverty and the hope-
lessness of organized religion, we urge Abner’s injune-
tion to Israel, which may be said to be, ‘You know the
truth, and what you should do; now then do it.” There
is a responsibility upon all men of good-will. The matter
of allegiance to the King is vital. What is necessary
is not that men and women should be warned of the
kingdom that they may escape the terrors of hell,
but that Christians should obcy the warning that they
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may escape the anger of him whom they have pro-
fessed to serve.

There are two aspects of the responsibility which
the truth brings to those who hear: there is that which
more particularly concerns themselves in that those
who refuse to hear and obey are bound to find them-
selves condemned with those who oppose the truth;
and this, that all who hear and understand should
be moved with the desire to have the name of Jeho-
vah God exalted in the earth. As in David’s day
every Israclite had a responsibility toward Jehovah
to see that his known will was put into effect, so now
every one who has made a profession of being a
Christian should take this eoncern to himself as an
obligation for which he must give an account. And
every honest man who sees the truth will so aet, even
though until the time of knowing these things he has
made no profession of being religious.

Those who know the truth see themselves as the
messengers of Jehovah: it is that they may glorify
his name that the favor was given to them. They know
that God has set his King upon his holy hill of Zion;
that he is ecome whose right it is to be King. By all
such Abner’s word may be taken as an injunction
to act with all promptness. The work of telling about
the kirgdom is urgent. Let there be no slack hands.
You krow what is to be done. ‘‘Now then do it.”’

WHO ARE GOD’S WORST ENEMIES ?

[Fifteen-minute radio lecture]

N 1 CORINTIITANS 6:9,10 are found these
E words: ‘‘Be not deceived ; neither forniecators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor
abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor
covctous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God.”” Many other serip-
tures eondemn these evil practices, together with mur-
der, lying, bribery and profanity.

Because these things are condemned by the Serip-
tures, evangelists, clergymen and others have con-
cluded that these are the worst offenses against Je-
hovah God, and therefore that those who do these
things are God’s worst enemies. As a result of this
conclusion, all missionary efforts have been made
with the idea that men must be eonverted from doing
these things to higher moral standards. Of course
these things are wrong, and to be deplored, and are
properly condemned by all good people.

The people who commit these offenses are sinners,
but they are not the most wicked people on earth;
neither are they God’s worst enemies. In many in-
stances they are not God’s enemies at all, but are
vietims of circumstances, environment, or improper
eduecation and training. Ofttimes they are hampered

by fleshly weaknesses which they are powerless to
resist. Very seldom do they have any proper concep-
tion of God’s laws, and hence do not realize how
flagrant their sin is in the sight of God. The Bible
calls these people sinners, but does not call them
wicked.,

Few people have ever discerned that the Bible
makes a distinetion between a sinner and a wicked
person. All men are sinners beeause born in sin, The
Scriptures declare that ‘‘there is none righteous, no,
not one’’. Not all men, however, are wicked. A
wicked person is one who wilfully, maliciously and
with deliberate intent, seeks to injure, oppose, mis-
represent, hinder or thwart the work of Jehovah God,
and to slander his name. Millions of those who com-
mit the erimes of theft, lying, murder, adultery, and
other like offenses, have no desire to oppose or mis-
represent God. They are enemies to themselves and
at times, indirectly, cnemies of their fellow men.
They are sinners ; but not wicked people, because their
hearts are not wicked.

It often happeus that such people are credited with
being the ‘best-hearted people in the community’.
They are sinners, and commit offenses because of
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weakmesses or beeause of ignorance. God pities the
sinners and makes allowances for their weaknesses
and their ignorance.

To those people who murdered Jesus, Pcter said:
“I1 wot that through ignorance ye did it.”’ (Acts 3:
17) Also, in Acts 17: 30, 31, Paul says that ‘the times
of this ignorance God has overlooked becausc he has
appointed a day in which he will judge the world by
that man whom he has ordained’. The man who sins
icnorantly is not nearly so bad as the man who sins
wilfully. So the men who were incited to kill Jesus
were not mnearly so guilty as those Pharisces and
scribes who ineited the mob of ignorant oncs to do
the murder. These seribes and Pharisees were the
religious leaders of that day and knew they were
killing an innocent man, because they were the ones
who hired others to swear to lics in order to conviet
Jesus. They were the wicked ones, and in unmeasured
terms Jesus denounced them as hypoerites. They were
(fod’s enemies, while the rabble and the soldiers were
ienorant tools of the wilful and malicious Pharisecs
and others. Paul said: ‘‘Had they known it, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”’

While God pities the sinner, and sent his Son into
the world to die for sinners, and has provided for
them a great thousand-year judgment day, where
they will get a proper education and training, it is
written of the wicked: ‘‘God is angry with the wicked
every day.’” And it is further written of them: ‘“All
the wicked will he destroy.”’ And again: ‘‘The
wicked is reserved to the day of destruction.”’—DPs.
7:11; 145:20; Job 21:30.

The Scriptures repeatedly make mention of second
death as the penalty for sins of wilfulness and mali-
ciousness. The second death is eternal destruction,
without any hope of a resurrection.

The second death is the portion of the wicked, that
ie, those who oppose Jehovah God and his work ; those
who misrepresent and slander his name; those who
resist his truth and resist the establishment of his
kingdom upon earth. All those who oppose, resist
and slander God after having been shown the evi-
dences as to who is God, what is his work, and that
his Word is the truth, will die the second death.
They will be destroyed. On the other hand, many
millions of those who were sinners, when once en-
lightened, will come fully into harmony with God
and finally win everlasting life on the earth, because,
at heart, they are not wilful, stubborn and rebellious.

Let us get clearly in mind, then, who are the wicked,
and hence, who are God’s worst enemics. Of course
Satan has been the great enemy. He began to oppose
Jehovah God in Eden and has wilfully, maliciously
and persistently opposed him ever since. He has
slandered and misrepresented God and his truth, and
has maliciously blinded the minds of the people to
the same. He is already sentenced to destruction. In
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Hebrews 2:14 we read that Jesus Christ will de-
stroy the Devil. In Revelation 20:10 we read that
the Devil will be cast into the lake of fire; and the
apostle tells us that the lake of fire means sceond
death.—Rev. 20:14; 21:8,

At his first advent Jesus found the prominent re-
ligious leaders opposed to his work and message, deny-
ing that he was the Son of God, hindering his work,
and inciting the people against him.

It is written that the common people, all of whom
were sinners, heard Jesus gladly. (Mark 12:37) They
would have gladly acecepted him as the DMessiah, ex-
cept for the influence of their religious leaders, who
were wicked at heart and had determined to destroy
him.

Jesus said to these leaders, “‘Ye shut up the king-
dom of heaven against men; for ye neither go in
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering
to go in.”” He told them that they taught the pre-
cepts of men as though they were the commandments
of God.—DMatt. 23:13; 15:9,

To deny that Jesus was the Son of God, in face of
the multiplied evidences of that fact which Jesus
gave, displayed a wickedness of heart which God can
not overlook. To hinder others from accepting Jesus
as the Mecssiah, and to teach the doctrines and creeds
of men and claim that these come from God, is so
wicked and malicious in God’s sight that he can not
and will not condone it. Those who persist in oppos-
ing God and his work, in the face of the most con-
vineing evidences, have the same spirit of selfishness
and wilfulness which actuates Satan, and according
to the Secriptures will suffer the same everlasting
punishment which is to be the portion of Satan,
namely, the second death.

We are now living in the time of the sccond advent
of the Liord. There are some people on the earth who
are declaring that the Lord is present and is setting
up the kingdom which he forectold, and for which
Jesus taught his people to pray. The evidences of this
fact are being set forth so clearly that they are in-
disputable; yet there are people who set themselves
in opposition to the work of the Lord, to the message
now going forth, and who try by every means, fair
and foul, to hinder the people from entering into the
joy and blessing that properly belongs to them. As
usual, the common people hear the message gladly,
and would accept the same except for the influence
of the rcligious leaders.

The evidences that the teachings of ‘‘eternal tor-
ment’’, “trinity,”’ and ‘‘immortality’’ are untrue are
set forth so clearly in the Seriptures, and have been
given such a wide circulation in the millions of books
and booklets which have been sent out by the Inter-
national Bible Students within recent yecars that there
is no excuse for the continued teaching of these false-
hoods by the religious leaders of our day. The proofs
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that the kingdom of Christ is now being set up on
earth, and that blessings are soon to flow to all the
families of the earth, are so clear and convineing that
a wayfaring man, though foolish, can understand
them.

But some oppose this message of blessing and com-
fort and hope. Some, as Paul stated, ‘do always re-
sist the truth.” (2 Tim. 3:8) We find some of the
great religious lecaders of our day sneering at the
proofs that Christ is now setting up his kingdom.
Peter refers to these, saying, ‘‘There shall come in
the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,
and saying, Where is the promise of his coming?’’
—2 Pet. 3:3, 4.

In our day also, the leaders are substituting the
God-dishonoring theory of evolution for the truth,
and by so doing are preaching for doetrines the com-
mandments of men, just as they did at the first ad-
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vent. Such people become opposers, hinderers and re-
sisters of the truth and of God. They refuse to ac-
cept the blessings themselves, and hinder others from
accepting them. They are far more guilty and rcp-
rehensible in God’s sight than are those members of
the fallen and sin-stricken race who, because of in-
herited weaknesses, or passion, or lack of proper in-
struction in carly life, or because of ignorance of
God’s love and power, are prone to lie, steal and
swear or commit other offenses against righteousness,
truth and love.

These opposcrs, who sail under the name of Chris-
tains but thus resist the Lord’s work and plans, are
fighting against God, and are his worst enemies, and
for these God has reserved the blackness of darkness
for ever, which means the sceond death, or eternal
destruction.—Jude 13.

LETTERS

A QUESTION

A member of a certain class writes that in their class
there is an elder who is well educated and other members
of the elass look up to him, that in all Berean studies he
argues against what is stated in The Wateh Tower and is
generally opposed to the work of the Society. The question
is asked, “What shall a class do in such circumstiances?”’

The answer is that the class should ask the brother 1o re-
sign as elder. The Society is either the agent of the Lord
to carry on his work on earth, or not. The fact that the
Lord blesses its work is evidence that the Lord is using
the Society. That being true, then any one who opposes is
opposing the Lord’s work and no elass can afford to have
such a one as elder, nor cven to permit him to attempt to
teach the class, whether he is educated, prominent or other-
wise, He should be asked to step aside and not interfere
with the Lord’s work.

PLEDGE OF LOYALTY

DEAR BROTHIER RUTHERFORD :

International Bible Students Convention assembled serds
greetings.

Resolved that we recognize the Watch Tower Bible and
Tract Society as the agency which the Lord is using to ac-
complish his witness work in the earth and that we pledge
our continued loyalty and coopcration in the same. We
wish you also to be assured of our prayers for your guid-
ance and service of love in the Lord. In grateful apprecia-
tion of your zeal for the Lord and his cause and loving
gervice for his people in the past, we are

Your brethren by his grace,
Commitice:
J. C. Rogers, 8. C, Oarnovrt, G. R. HvcHArt, 8. Dak.

GRATEFUL
DEAR BROTHER RUTIHERFORD ;

Permit me to thank you for the book Reconciliation.
The words of sald book began to penetrate my being when
I got to page 15, the relationship between the throne of
Jehovah and the earth. When I got to page 34, it penetrat-
ed my bones; you were very close to me then, dear brother.
You are a sweet singer; and the way you prove your points
by Scripture quotations and physical facts will surely
arrest the attention of all who read, and will cause a flood
of reflection in thinking minds.

I thunk you for the light thrown on Genesis 3:12, How
much I apprecitte your remarks from pages 3 to 53, Again,

I thauk you for the licht thrown on Covenant by Sacrifice,
chapter 7, especially from page 223 to 238,

Much light given to us on the New Covenant, chapter 9,
for which I thank you.

It's clear that the fulfilment of Isaiah 28:14-22 began
in 1918, when the precious corner Stone was laid in com-
pletion. There the hail began, and now the waters are over-
flowing the hiding-place. The scourge is on, the book
Reconcilintion is being broadcast, The scornful men are
being trodden down.—Isa. 28:18; Iizek. 13:1-23,

We thank the Lord for you, dear brother. May you ride
prosperously with him, beeause of truth and meckness and
righteousness,

You will be glad to know that before I got half-way read-
ing the book Kecouciliation, I asked the dear Lord to
strengthen me to get the book into the hands ot the people,
in order that the refuge of lies might be swept away and
the naine of Jehovah glorified.

With much Christian love to you, I remain
Your brother and scrvant by his grace,
W. R. Brown, West Africa.

THANKFUL FOR BEAUTIFUL TRUTHS

Drir Bro1iitk RUTHERLORD :

I have finished reading your wonderful book, Reconcili-
ation, which is truly the outgrowth of the fruit of the spirit,
love for our great Jehovah God and Father; and, though
knowing how very valuable your moments must be, I can
not refrain from expressing to you my deep appreciation
for these precious things prepared for them that Iove him,
Like unto his promises, he reveals his plan to those who
reverence and obey him.

I am so thankful for the plain statement of his beautiful
truths concerning the reconciliation of man to God; and
how I do rejoice to bear the good news to the pauper race,
now journeying through the valley of darkness, that it now
means life to them, to know the only true God and our
Lord Jesus Christ, and that it was love on the part of our
great Creator that provided thie way for their reconciliation
to him!

May you, dear Brother Rutherford, continue to be kept
by power divine, and led by God’s loving hand, is my prayer
for you and for all the dear ones at Bethel, while we strive
to sing forth the honor of his name.

With much Christian love, I remain

Your sister by his grace, joyfully awaitlug his commands.

Mus, W, T. Cesmrr, Auxiliary Colporteur,
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Sun am 10-11%

WMAL Washington, D. C. .ccommcrmamiemaneceee 630
Sun am 10-11%

WMDS Harrisburg, Pa. ceaeiees 1430
Sun am 10-11*

WAMIES Doston, Mass. 1500
Sun am 10.30-12; pm 2-3, 7.43-0

WNAT Phﬂadelphm, Pa. .ooiicncereemrmceccasanas 1310
Wed pm 8-9.30; Sat pm 8-9.30

WNB Fn(llcott b TR 1500
bun am 11-1, pm 7-9; Thu pm &-9

WNBH New Bedford, Mass. .o....ceeeeeeeees 1310
Tue pm 8-9

*aranac Lake, N Y. coooccccmemcrcemne: 1290

Sun am 10-10.3

\V‘\O‘{ Knoxville, NS 3 o TR 560
T'ri pm 7.30-8

WXNRC reensboro, N, C. cmrevcrcecarmemene 1440
'ri pm 7-7.30

WwWOoBU Charleston, W. Va, cocieeiviremsennes 580
Wed pm 8.30-9

wooC Davenport, Towa ... S 1000
Sun pm 10.15-10.45

WODA Paterson, N. J. coocccoseesessmeneees 1250

Sun am 10-11*
WOKO Poughkeepsie (Mt. Beacon), N. Y. 1440
Sun am 10-11%* ; Thu pm 9.30-10

WOl Waslungton, D. C ...1270
Sun am 10-11*

WOoOD Grand Rapids, Mich. el 1270
Sun pm 9-10

(Continued on Page 82)
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333.1
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475.9
340.7
211.8
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247.9
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249.9
247.8
199.9
4383.6
247.8
475.9
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K/C METERS WATTS

100

1000
1000
1000
100
30
100
100
750
1000
100
1000
500

500
250
50

1000

100
500
100
250
1000
100
500
100
100
100
500
100
500
500
50
100
60
100
10
1000
250
250
5000
1000
500
150
500



