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“T will stana upon my watch and will set my fool
upon the Tower, and will watch to ses what He will
say unto me, and what answer I ghall make Lo them
that oppose me>’—Habakkuk 81,

i i i ; men’s hearts failing them
Upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; the sea and tha waves [the restless, discontented] roaring; men’s
foll" fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall ‘f s(l;;l.{?a} . Bﬁrvx‘{él;enm;?iesg
things begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom of God ix at hand. Look up, and lift up your heads; ¥

draweth nigh,—Luke 21:25-31; Matthew 24:33; Mark 13:2%



THIS JOURNAL

ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS Journal is published for the purpose of aiding the
people to understand the divine plan. It provides
systematic Bible study in which all its readers may

regularly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made
to Bible classes by traveling speakers, announces conven-
tions, and gives reports thereof. It announces radio pro-
grams and publishes suitable Bible instruction for broad-
casting.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed Word of
Truth. It stands firmly upou the great ransom sacrifice as
the fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are mea-
sured, It is free from partics, sects and creeds of men. It
does not assume a dogmatic attitude, but confidently in-
vites a careful examination of its utterances in the light
of the infallible Word of God. It does not indulge in con-
troversies, and its columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting fo everlasting;
that the Logos was the bezinning of his creation; that the
Lozos became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ
in glory, clothed with all power in heaven and in earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
man for the earth and placed him wupon it; that man wil-
fully disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that
by reason of Adam’s wronzful act all men are born sinners
and without the right to life,

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life
a sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price;
that Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended
into heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice
as the redemptive price for man,

THAT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has
been selecting from amoncst men the members of his ¢hurch,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mizsion of
ihe church is to {ollow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ
Jesus, grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and
plan of Jchovah God, and ultimaiely be glorified wiih
Christ Jesus in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Tlead
and bady, constitutes the “seced of Abraham” through which
all the families of the cartl shall be hlessed.

THAT TITE WOLLD IIAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus
has returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations
and peoples to hear and obey him.

TIIAT THE HOPE OF TIIE PEOPLLS of earth is restor-
ation to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that
the reign of Christ will afford opportunity to every man to
have a fair trial for life, and those who obey will live on
earth for ever in a state of lhappiness.

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

Ux1Tep STATES, $1.00: CANADA AND MISCELLANEOUS FOREIGN,
$1.50; GrEAT DRITAIN, AUSIRALASIA AND SOULII AFRICA, TS.
American remittances should be mude by Iixpress or Postal Money
Orders, or by Bank Draft. Canadian, British, South African and
Australasian remittances should be made to branch offices only.
Remittances from scattered foreign territory may be made to the
Brooklyn office, but by International Y’ostal Money Orders only.

(Foreign translations of this journal appear in several languages.)

[FERMS To THE LORD’s Poor: All Bible Students who, by reason of
old aze or other infirmity or adversity, are unable to pay for
this journal, will be supplied free if they send & postal card each
May stating their case and requesting such provision. We are not
only willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually
and in touch with the Berean studies.

Notice to Subscribers: Acknowledgment of & renewal or a new
subscription will be sent only when requested. Change of address,
when requested, may be expected to appear on address label within
one month. A renewal blank (carrying notice of expiration) will
be sent with the journal one month before the subseription expires,

Entered as Second Class Mail Matter at Brooklyn, N, Y., Postoffice,
Act of March 8, 1879,

PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY BY
WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
117 ADAMS STREET - BROOKLYN, N.Y, U.S.A.

OFFICERS

J. F. RUTHERFORD President W. E. VAN AMBURGH Secretary

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE .
W.E. VAN AMBURGH

. J. F. RUTHERFORD
J. HEMERY R. H.BARBER E.J. COWARD

FOREIGN OFFICES
. 34 Craven Terrace, London, W. 2, England

+ + . 40Irwin Avenue, Toronto, Ontario
495 Collins St., Melbourne, Australia

Briish ., . . .
Canadian . + .
Australasian o [
South Afiican, Coe . . + . 6LelieSt., Cape Town, South Africa
Plezse addre s the Sociery in every case

MEMORIAL FOR 1929

The beginning of the month of Nisan is determined in thig
mauner: The appearance of the ncew moon nearest to the
spring equinox aceording to the authoritics. The new moon
appearing nearest to the spring eguinox in the year 1929 18
at 3:37 aa., March 11,

The rule is to omit the first day and count the last,
Fourteen days thereafter, or, to wit, the fourteenth day of
Nisan, would begin after ¢: 00 p.m. of March 24. Therefore
the proper date for the celebration of the Memorial would
be after 6:00 p.m., Sunday, March 24, 19209, That will be
the time at which the anointed of the lLord in various parts
of the earth will desire to assemble tozether at their re-
spective places of meeting and celebrate the memorial of
our Lord's death,

Immediately following the eelebration of the Memorial,
the secrotaries of the classes are requested to report to
The Watch Toiver the number partaking in their respec-
tive places.

'AS YOUR SUB3SCRIPTION EXPIRED?

Trom time to time the subseription department receives
an expression of surprise from a subseriber who discovers
that Lis name has been “dropped™ from the Waich Tower
list. TPor the benefit of subseribers it is hore repeated, by
way of exvlanation, that discontinuance of an expired sub-
seription is accomplished mechanically in every case. Ma-
chinery used to print address on label or wrapper is so
construeted that the plate bearing address is automatically
“dropped” from the list at expirvation. A renewal blank
(carrying also notice of expiration) 1s sent with the journal
one month before the subseription is due to expire. On
foreian subscriptions the expiration notice is sent with the
journal two months in advance,

{Continued from page 6})

STATION CITY AND PROGRAM PERIODS K/C METERS WATTS
WOoOoD Grand Rapids, Mich. occooeiivercaaenees 1270 236.1 500
Sun pm 910
ORD Chicagy (Batavia), I, coeoeeet 1480 202.6 5000
Sunr am 10-7.30 pm
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri tat am 10-11, pm 7-8
oV New York, N. Y. cooooiiiicicmicrecennnens 1130 265.3 1000
Sun am 10-11*; Wed pm 4.30-5.30
WRAW Reading, Pa. .veenerrvnrssasarnes 1310 228.9 100
Sun pm 7.30-8.30
WRRBJ Hattiesburg, DMisS, ....o.ceecvreveemmmunaeses 1500 199.9 10
Mon pm 8.30-9
WRIIM Minneapolis, Minn. ..coemvemvericeeeees 1250 239.9 1000
Sun am 9.30-10.45
RR Dallas, 'Tex. .....oocicovevrnnn amuomranananenes 1190 252 500
Sun pm 2.15-3; Fri pm 7-7.45
WSMK Dayton, Ohio 570 526 200
Wed pm 7.30-7.50
WSPD Toledo, Ohlo 1340 223.7 500
Sun pm 2.30-
AR Norfolk, Va. 780 384.4 500
Sun am 10-11*; pm 7-7.30
RL New York (Woodside), N. Y. ....... 1500 199.9 100

Sun pm 658

*WATCHTOWER chain program from New York.
**Northwest network,



e NATCH TOW

AND HERALD OF CHRISTS PRESENCE

Vor. L

FERRUARY 173, 19290

No. 4

JUDGING HIS PEOPLE

““He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people.”’—Ps. 50: 4.

EHOVAH is the great Judge; but he commits the
J work of judgment to his beloved Son, who acts in

the name of his Father. (John 5:22) ‘‘For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.”’
(2 Cor. 5:10) All things are from the Father and
are by the Son Christ Jesus. (1 Cor. 8:6) These di-
vinely fixed rules enable us to locate the time of the
fulfilment of the prophcey contained in the fiftieth
Psalm.

2 The mission of The Walch Tower is to serve as a
medium for communicating the truth to the people of
God. The truth is Jehovah’s and is revealed by him
for the encouragement, enlightenment and comfort of
his people. The evidence in support of the truth
which God has revealed is cumulative. This means
that when God rcveals a great truth he proves it by
many testimonies set forth in his Word.

& Among the great truths which the anointed must
now keep in mind are, That Jechovah is God; that
Christ is King; that the end of the world is come;
that God has placed his King upon his throne; that
God has gathered unto himself those who have made
a covenant with him, and that he is using them for
his present purposes; and that soon his righteous
government will be in full sway in the earth. Know-
ing the difficulty of his people in having full faith
and counfidence and in fighting the good fight of faith,
God has caused to be recorded in his Word many
lines of testimony bearing upon these various impor-
tant truths. Such is called eumulative evidence.
Those who do not appreciate this say sometimes that
The Watch Tower repeats much that has already becn
written and published. The Watch Tower could not
take any other course than to emphasize great and
important truths by frequently calling attention to
the seriptures in support of such. The Lord knows
the importance of feeding the mind upon that which
will hold one in the faith, and it certainly must be
the Lord’s will that we should frequently call one
another’s attention to the evidence that he has given.
The Watch Tower could not be faithful to its mission
in this hour of stress unless it frequently mentioned
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the important things that the church must now do.
One prophecy will be used to prove a certain truth,
and later we will find many other prophcecies that
bear upon the same thing, corroborating what has
already been published, and this is helpful to those
who desire to know and to do God’s will. Cumulative
evidence in proof of the outworkings of God’s plan
inercases faith and makes the child of God strong
in the Lord and in the power of his might.

“In this issue of The Watch Tower consideration
is given to the fiftieth Psalm. It mentions some great
truths that have already been published. The proph-
ecy of the Psalm only strengthens the evidence, which
is the basis of our faith, showing us that we are in
the right way. It will be observed that there are at
least three separate and distinet divisions of this
Psalm. These divisions have to do with the faithful
remnant, with the great company class, and with
those who have made a covenant with the Lord but
have hated his instruction. The fulfilment of the
prophecy has to do with the judgment of each elass.

®*‘The mighty God, even the Lord, hath spoken,
and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto
the going down thereof.”” (Verse 1) It is Jchovah
the Almighty God who speaks and calls to the carth,
as here recorded. It specifically applics at the time
when God begins the fulfilment of this prophecy. He
calls to the whole earth within that period of time
embraced in the prophecy. ‘‘The earth’’ here mecans
all the organized powers and includes the people on
the earth that elaim to call upon the name of Jeho-
vah. His words apply to so-called ‘‘Christendom ™.
The above prophecy is supported by Isaiah’s words:
‘“‘Hear, O heavens; and give ear, O earth; for the
Lord hath spoken: I have nourished and brought up
children, and they have rebelled against me.”’ (Isa.
1:2) It is a call upon all the peoples of earth to
give ear, because Jehovah is about to perform a great
work. ‘‘Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and
hear, O earth, the words of my mouth, My doctrine
shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the
dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as
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the showers upon the grass.”’ (Deut. 32:1, 2) The
time of the fulfilment of the prophcey of the fifticth
Psalm undoubtedly has reference to the same time of
judgment mentioned by Moses: “‘TFor I lift up my
hand to heaven, and say, I live for ever. If I whet my
glittering sword, and mine hand take hold on judg-
ment, I will render vengeance to mine enemies, and
will reward them that hate me. Rejoice, O ye nations,
with his people; for he will avenge the blood of his
servants, and will render vengeance to his adversa-
ries, and will be merciful unto his land, and to his
people.”’—Deut. 32:40, 41, 43.

¢ Seeing that Jehovah God is the great Judge and
that his judgment is rendered by his Son, then the
fulfilment of the fifticth Psalm must take place from
and after the throne of judgment of Christ is set.
(Isa. 6:1-5) It must follow after the Most High has
placed his Son upon his throne or holy hill of Zion,
(Ps. 2:6) Prior to that time God commanded that
his Son must wait until his due time for putting
down the encmy. (Ps. 110:1) The overwhelming
proof shows that the ‘waiting period’ ended in 1914,
It was after that time that judgment began, and it
must continue throughout the period of time fixed
for judgment. ‘‘The rising of the sun’’ is the begin-
ning of the day, and ‘‘the going down thercof”’
marks the end of the period described as the day
wherein such prophecy applics.

T ““Qut of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath
shined.”’ (Verse 2) Zion being God’s official family
or organization, it follows that the shining of Jeho-
vah out of Zion must take place when that organiza-
tion is functioning to the glory of God. ‘“When the
Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his
glory.”” (Ps. 102:16) Jesus being the Head of Zion,
and being required to wait until God’s time to place
him upon his throne, and that great event having
talien place in 1914, it follows that the building up
of Zion was from and after that date. The shining
of God out of Zion in fulfilment of the above proph-
ecy was, therefore, after 1914.

8 How does God shine out of Zion? The shining of
God would nceessarily mean the shedding of greater
light upon his Word of truth for the benefit of Zion.
That would ncecessarily mean that those of Zion have
greater light from God, which light shines to his
own people by and through the Head of Zion, to wit,
his beloved Son. This coineides with the time when
the temple is opened in heaven and there is lightning.
(Rev. 11:19) Jesus Christ is the great Stone laid
before those of his household, and upon that Stone
is perfect wisdom and complete light, (Zech. 3:9)
This light proceeds from Jehovah and is reflected out
of Zion, which is his organization. It is ‘‘the perfec-
tion of beauty’’ because it is God’s organization.
Therefore it is said, ‘“Out of Zion ., ., God hath
shined.”’

BrookLYN, N. ¥,

* ““Qur God shall come, and shall not keep silence:
a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very
tempestuous round about him.” (Verse 3) In this
verse the prophecy speaks of the manifestation of
God’s presence in a time of judgment. During that
period of judgment God does not keep silence but
manifests his power and causes his praises to be sung,
ITe consumes his enemies: ‘‘Our God is a consuming
fire.”” (IIcb. 12:29) He also makes his messengers
“‘a flaming fire’’, (Ps. 104:4) It is the time when
God comes forth to judge, and his judgment consumes
everything that is in opposition to him.—Mie. 1: 2, 3.

10 ¢‘He shall call to the heavens from above, and to
the carth, that he may judge his people.” (Verse 4)
This verse fully corroborates what is stated above
and proves that the fulfilment of the Psalm is during
the time of God’s judgment. The judgment throne is
set in heaven with Christ upon the judgment seat.
Those who have died faithful must be awakened and
stand before the judgment seat of Christ, The holy
angels of heaven have some part in the judgment
work. ‘‘For the Son of man shall come in the glory
of his Father, with his angels; and then he shall re-
ward every man according to his works.”’ (Matt. 16:
27) There is an assembly of all those who are in har-
mony with the Lord God, that they may have some
part in the judgment or be witnesses to the judgment
of the Most High. Within that period of time oppor-
tunity is afforded for all the pcople who profess the
name of (od to take their stand on his side.

1t ““Gather my saints together unto me; those that
have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”” (Verse )
This verse of the Psalm must be econstrued in
harmony with other parts of the same prophecy.
The entire sctting of the Psalm shows that its fulfil-
ment beging after God’s anointed One is placed upon
his throne in Zion. For many years the belief has
been amongst us that this seripture had its fulfilment
from about 1874 forward, and that the period of
time of such fulfilment is the ‘“day of his [God’s]
preparation’’. The ‘‘day of his preparation’” and the
gathering of the saints have been understood to mean
the same thing. Now the matter is more clearly
seen since the coming of the Lord to his temple. It
is God’s due time for his people to have a better un-
derstanding. This propheey began to have fulfilment
in 1918, and not in 1874.

12 Through his prophet God said: ‘‘Behold, I will
send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way be-
fore me.”’ There was a long period of time, which we
call the ‘“dark ages’’, during which time the truth
became very obscure. In due time God sent his
Messenger to prepare the way before him, and within
that period of time the fundamental truths that had
become obscure were restored to his people. That
part of the work was foreshadowed by the experiences
of Elijah. The work that follows was foreshadowed
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by the experiences of Elisha. Another part of the
work of ‘preparing the way before the Lord’ included
the gatherine of God’s covenant pcople out from
Babylon and drawing them together for the study of
the truth; and thercby they were brought into closer
relationship to Christ and to one another. To those
gathered ones the Lord committed his kingdom inter-
ests represented by ‘‘his goods’’. In ecaring for his
goods some were faithful and some less faithful. The
time must come for a reckoning with the stewards
commissioned to care for his goods, or kingdom inter-
ests. The way being prepared therefor, then the
‘Lord suddenly ecomes to his temple’.—Mal. 3: 1.

13 The Prophet Malachi shows that the coming of
the Messenger to his temple is the beginning of the
time of judgment. It is also written that judgment
must begin at the house of God. (1 Pet. 4:17) It
follows that those who are to make up Zion must be
the first ones judged. The words of Jesus show that
these are judged, and only after being found faithful
are they made a part of the temple and do they
therefore form a part of Zion. ‘““Well done, good
and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over
a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things:
enter thou into the joy of thy lord.”” (QMatt. 25:23)
Clearly these words show the judieial determination
or conclusion by Christ Jesus, in which he brings the
faithful ones into the temple eondition. In harmony
with this, the prophet gives testimony that Jehovah
has provided the robe of righteousness, a symhol of
approval, and Christ Jesus brings the approved ones
under the robe of righteousness, and that begins a
time of rejoicing.—Isa. 61: 10,

14 Phose who form the temple elass, and who are
thercfore of Zion, have something to do with assem-
bling themselves together, within the meaning of the
words of the prophet. God doces not arbitrarily bring
the called ones into a place of special favor. The ones
called or sclected must meet the requirements and
must therefore be workers together with God. Each
one who is approved must ‘‘work out [his] own sal-
vation with fear and trembling. For it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure”’. (Phil. 2:12) 13) One of the translators
of Psalm 50:5 renders the text in this manner:
‘“‘Gather yourselves unto me, ye my men of loving-
kindness, who have solemnised my covenant over
sacrifice.”” (Rotherham) Addressing those who have
been brought into the covenant made with Christ
Jesus by Jchovah, he directs them to gather them-
selves together. These are God’s men of loving-kind-
ness because they are devoted to him and are the
objects of his loving-kindness. This seems to be in
cxact harmony with the expression of Psalm 110: 3.
Here the prophet speaks of those who are willing
volunteers and who joyfully offer themselves unto
the Lord for service: ‘‘Thy people will freely offer
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themsclves in the day of thine army, in the splen-
dours of holiness, out of the womb of the dawn. To
thee shall spring forth the dew of thy youth.”” (Ps.
110:3, Rotherham) The ““men of lovingkindness’’
arc the same ones mentioned by the Prophet Isaiah
and to whom is given ‘‘the lovingkindness to David,
well assured”. (Tsa, 55:3, Rotherham) Those who
are in the covenant by sacrifice, when the time comes
for judement, seperate themselves from the less faith-
ful multitude and from the ‘‘evil scrvant’ class.
They gather themselves and devote themselves wholly
unto God and to his organization.

151t is not sufficient that one make a covenant to
do the will of (God. After making that covenant, he
must prove his faithfulness by serving God and must
be found faithi{ul upon examination. It is only those
who are found faithful and are approved upon exam-
ination that are hrought into the temple class and
made a part of Zion. It also follows that in order to
continue in the temple eondition such must continue
to be faithfel in his work or service to the Lord,
prompted 2l ss by love. Therefore the saints have
somethinge to <o with gathering themselves.

10 The Ser. ol proof is that the period of ‘pre-
paring the wey of the Lord’ had its beginning with
the presenee of Christ and continued until the Lord
came to his temple. God placed his Son upon his
holy hill of Zion =2t the end of the period of waiting,
which as herctofor: stated was in 1914, That marked
the time of the b'rth of the nation or righteous gov-
ernment, which is the beginnine of Christ’s reign.
(Isa. 66:7) Then war followed between Christ and
Satan, resulting in the ecasting of Satan out of heav-
en. The ehildren of Zion were then born, or brought
forth. (Isa. €6:8) Necessarily this must include the
saints who have dled faithful and who receive God’s
approval. That marks the time when the grecat Mes-
senger of the Lord God suddenly came to his temple.
(Mol 3:1) It also marks the time for the beginning
of the trial or judement of those who were faithfully
watching and safeguarding the kingdom interests at
the time of the Lord’s coming. (Matt, 256:19) That
also marked the time for the beginning of the fulfil-
ment of the propheey, to wit, ‘‘Gather my saints to-
gether unto me; those that have made a covenant
with me by sacrifice.”’

17 All these seriptures, when taken together, con-
stitute cumulative testimony. Otherwise stated, they
corroborate one another and conclusively prove the
fact for determination. The great facts proven are,
that Jehovah is in his holy temple for judgment; that
Zion has begun to function, and that then and thcre
Jehovah ealls to the heavens from above, and to the
earth, that he may judge his people first, and therc-
after judge the nations of earth. The goodness and
loving-kindness of our Father is clearly made mani-
fest in giving a number of texts to corroborate a
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great and important truth., Surely it must be hig
will, then, that we call attention to these texts and
apply them where they belong, that our faith might
be strong and our joy great.

18“And the heavens shall declare his righteous-
ness: for God is judge himself. Selah.”” (Verse 6) In
this conncetion we know that Satan and his angels
have been cast out of heaven and therefore all in
heaven declare the righteousness of God. A voice
from heaven says: ‘‘Therefore rejoice, ye heavens,
and ye that dwell in them.”” (Rev. 12:12) Zion is
now built up, and the Lord appears in his glory.
““When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear
in his glory.’” (Ps. 102:16) Those of Zion are made
witnesses of Jehoval to testify and declare that he
is God. The perfect ligcht of truth shines upon the
Head of Zion, Christ Jesus, and from him it is given
to all the organization of Zion. Therefore, out of
Zion shines the glory of God. All who are of Zion
necessarily must show forth his glory. ‘“And in his
temple doth every one speak of his glory.”” (Ps.29:9)
This concludes the first division of the Psalm,

DIVISION TWO

19 The point of division of the prophecy of the
fiftieth Psalm now clearly appears. Verses seven to
fifteen inclusive constitute division two. With the
opening of this part Jehovah addresses a class other
than those who form his official family called Zion.
He tells them that he is even their God. The words
employed by the prophet of God herein show that
the ‘‘great multitude’’ is the class whom Jehovah ad-
dresses. Since the coming of the Lord to his temple
seems to be clearly fixed as in 1918, it must be that
from that time forward the great multitude eclass
must be separate from those who form Zion, The
two classes must be distinguished in this manner, to
wit: Those of Zion arc eager to magnify the name of
Jehovah by taking advantage of every opportunity
to proclaim his name, his works, and his majesty. The
other class is made up of those who have made a con-
secration unto God and have received some knowledge
of the divine plan, but have contented themsclves
by doing what they could to make themselves ready
for heaven. They have meditated, and continue to
meditate, upon God’s Word, and they offer ‘their
sacrifice of praise’ by meeting with one another; but
they do nothing to ecarry out God’s commandments
in giving witness concerning Jehovah, his name, his
purposes, and his kingdom. They are doing nothing
to testify concerning his vengeance and his purpose
to overthrow Satan’s organization. They say nothing
about a great impending conflict which is about to
fall. Therefore God says to them: ‘‘Hear, O my peo-
ple, and I will speak; O Israel, and I will testify
against thee: I am God, even thy God. I will not re-
prove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt offerings, to
have been continually before me.”’—Ps. 50:7, 8.

BROOKLYN, N. Y,

20 Jehovah tells those who go to make up the great
multitude class that he is their God. He brought them
forth, and they must receive life from him or not
receive it at all. He tells them that he will now give
testimony against them. This proves that they are
not of the class who receive the robe of righteousness
and who are brought into Zion. Zion is the dwelling-
place or meeting-place betwcen God and man, and
Zion is his delight. (Ps. 76:2; 87:2) He would
not speak against Zion,

21 ¢The Lord is great in Zion, and he is high above
all the people.” (Ps. 99:2) “‘For the Lord hath cho-
sen Zion: he hath desired it for his habitation, This
is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have de-
sired it.”” (Ps. 132:13, 14) Who then are the ones
addressed and against whom God says he will give
testimony? It must be that class which is otherwise
spoken of in the Seriptures under the symbol of Jeru-
salem, and which class finally gets life by going
through a great time of trouble and receives the
approval of God, and the members of which are deliv-
ered by him in a time of great stress.

22 It is a well-known fact that many who have con-
secrated to the Lord render some service as though
God needed what they have to give. They serve the
Lord after a fashion and feel that they are quite im-
portant in what they do. They insist on doing his
service in their own way. They reason that, God
having called them, he needs them in heaven to help
him run the universe, and therefore it is important for
them to develop a nice, sweet character; and it is
quite frequent that they seek the approval of men,
believing that such will bring the Lord’s approval.
The sacrifices which they bring are not sacrifices of
whole devotion, of joyfully serving the Lord becausa
of what he is. The Lord is not pleased with them, and
therefore says:

23 <1 will take no bullock out of thy house, nor he
goats out of thy folds. For every beast of the forest
is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. I know
all the fowls of the mountains; and the wild beasts
of the field are mine. If I were hungry, I would not,
tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness
thereof. Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the
blood of goats?’’—Verses 9-13.

24 These are strong words telling the ones addressed
that whatever they do, they can bring no profit unto
God. He called them for a purpose and told them
what to do, but they insisted on doing it another
way. Instead of thinking that their service was esscn-
tial to God, and that it would be necessary for them
to help God run his universe, they should have had
in mind what Jesus had stated, namely, that, having
done all, they are still ‘‘unprofitable servants’’.

25 A duty is imposed upon each one by his covenant,
and that duty requires him to be obedient to the com-
mandments of God; and he should not be so self-
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important as to believe that he can bring profit to
the Lord. (Luke 17:10) Every one who has made a
covenant of consecration to do the will of God has
sworn a vow to be obedient. He must from that time
forward serve God with thanksgiving and with a
joyful heart in order to meet the terms of his cove-
nant.

26 Further addressing them, Jehovah says through
his prophet: ““Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay
thy vows unto the Most High.”” (Verse 14) This is
what they should have done at all times; and there
is an intimation here that one might yet be recovered
by becoming zcalous and paying his vows unto the
Most High.

27 As a further evidence that this division of the
Psalm is addressed to the great multitude, the Lord
says to them: “And eall upon me in the day of
trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify
me.”’ (Verse 15) In the time of trouble many will
call upon the name of the Lord, taking their stand
wholly on his side, and he will deliver them through
“‘oreat tribulation’’, They are thercfore deseribed
in Revelation thus: ‘‘These arc they which came out
of great tribulation, and have washed their robes,
and made them white in the blood of the lamb.”’
(Ilev. 7:14) The robes received at the end of the
tribulation show God's approval of them because of
their faithfulness under stress.

28 The language of the verse last above quoted is
further proof that the Psalm has its fulfilment after
the Lord comes to his temple and during the time
when the Most High is making a name for himsclt.
It further suegests that none ean be pleasing to the
Lord and therelore be of the remmnant class, unless
they are faith{ul in maenifying the name of Jehoval,
This is also cumulative proof of the fact of the ne-
cessity for faithfulness in service at this time. It is
another resson why Tle VWatch Tower must con-
tinue to keep beiore the minds of the anointed the
necessity for service. The Watch Tower is not making
an apology for thus doing, but is statine the matter
in this way in order that some might understand why
its columns frequently speak of the Lord’s coming to
his temple, of the remnant, and of the necessity for
the continued faithfulness of the remnant,

DIVISION THREE

2® There is a third division of the Psalm, and it is
addressed to the wicked. That does not mean that
God is here speaking to those who have never known
him, The wicked oncs are those who have received a
measure of enlightenment upon the Word and plan
of God, and who have used it selfishly and wrongfully
and who have despised its instruction. The term
“*wicked’’ includes many who are in the denomina-
tional church systems, and also those who have been
instructed in the truth after making a consceration to
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do the will of God. These afterwards cast away his
words or cast them behind them. These go to make
up the “‘evil servant’’ class.—Matt. 24 :48, 49,

3 Some who made a consecration or covenant with
the Lord, and who thereby agreed to do his will, re-
ceived not the truth in the love of the truth, They
expected some personal selfish profit therefrom. They
looked forward to the time when they might enjoy
great honor and dignity, aiding Jesus to conduet the
judgment of the world, Their sclfish expectationg
were not realized at the time set by them, and they
said in substance: ‘The Lord has delayed his com-
ing.” They began to smite their brethren because
their brethren insisted that the Lord was giving his
people more light, The evil ones said in substance:
‘If there is any more light to be reecived, the Lord
will not send it through any one except us, but our
conclusion is that there is no more light to receive.’
They further elaim that all the light that God gave
to his chureh was given prior to 1917,

31 They still elaim to be in God’s covenant, but they
entirely disregard his commandments. They claim
to be mouthpicees for the T.ord, even though they
speak words contrary to what he has instructed. With
this let us now note the opening of the third division
of the Psalm, in which the Lord, addvessing the wick-
ed, says:

82 ¢“But unto the wicked, God saith, What hast thou
to do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest
take my covenant in thy mouth? sccing thou hatest
instruction, and ecastest my words behind thee.”
(Verses 16 and 17) The ones here addressed are im-
pressed with their own importance. If any one at-
tempts to bring to their atiention some further light
which (led has eaused to be shed upon the temple
class, they push it aside. They hate instruction and
hate the ones who bring it to their attention. They
declare that they do not want any more light because
‘there is none to be given’. They have no joy in the
Lord, they do not understand what the joy of the
Lord is, and ol course they have not entered into
that joy.

8 Many clergymen in the denominational systems
claim to represent God, while at the same time they
are allied with the commercial and political parts of
the carth which oppress the people. Such clergymen
have made a common cause with the Devil’s organi-
zation and have willingly beeome a part of it, They
are the chief instruments being used by the Devil to
steal the minds of the unsuspeeting people away {from
CGod and from rightcousness. This they do by misrep-
resenting Jehovah and denying his Word. The Lord
designates them as thieves and adulterers. There aro
those who have been in the truth and who well know
that the clergy are instruments of Satan, They know
also that the clergy busy themselves in turning tha
minds of the people away from the truth and away
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from God. They see that the elergy arc thicves, and
therefore they see the ‘‘thief’’ carrying on his wick-
ed work. They are fully aware that the clergy are
not only thieves, but adulterers, within the mcaning
of the Scriptures (Jas. 4:4), because of their illicit
relationship with other elecments of the Devil’s organ-
jzation while claiming to represent God.

84 Those once enlightened in a knowledge of the
truth, and claiming to walk with the Lord, now not
only fail but refuse to declare God’s vengcance
against the hypoeritical systems and their agencics
the clergy. They go even further than that in this,
that they severely criticize the followers of Christ
who diligently serve God and dcclare his name. In
substance they say of and concerning the faithful:
‘Why have to say so much about the clergy?
How could you expect to do them any good by ealling
attention to the fact that they are of the Devil’s or-
ganization? It is like calling a dog to you and then
throwing a rock at him. The elergy should not be
exposed.” By such a course of action the class here
mentioned consent to the clergy’s stealing the minds
of the people away from God and from an opportuni-
ty to hear the truth. Therefore God, through his
prophet, addresses the wicked class and says: “When
thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him,
and hast been partaker with adulterers. Thou givest
thy mouth to cvil, and thy tongue frameil deceit.”’—
Verses 18, 19.

85 Claiming to be of the truth, at the same time they
take pleasure in sceing the remnant persecuted
by those of Satan’s organization who are dcfaming
the name of Jchovah. They give themselves over to
evil and to indulging in deceitful schemes. They make
themselves a part of antichrist bccause they are
against Christ’s kingdom. They are not ‘gathering
with the Lord, but are scattering abroad’ and doing
evil against those who are striving to scrve the Lord,
They oppose the faithful remnant that is diligently
giving the witness conccrning the kingdom. They not
only hate instruction and cast the words of the Lord
behind them, but they take pleasure in secing the
truth opposed.

3¢ Some of these have filed petitions to prevent the
truth from being broadeast by radio. They go from
bad to worse. When they come together they indulge
in gossip about those whom they once called brethren.
Having turncd their own minds to evil, they assume
that thcir former brethren are evil; and hence they
speak evil against their brethren. The Seripturcs de-
clare that all who arc called ‘“arc called in one hope’’,
and therefore are all the offspring of one covenant
or mother. Further spcaking to the evil class, God
says: ‘‘Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother;
thou slanderest thine own mother’s son.”’—Verse 20.

*7 Those forming the evil servant class indulge in
slanderous speech against those whom they once call-
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ed their brethren and who are still striving to serve
the Lord. They speak bitter words against them and
hate them without a cause. (1 John 3:15) They busy
themselves to conecoct all manner of evil schemcs
against those who are active in the Lord’s service.
To this end they magnify small matters, and publish
vile and libelous reports of and concerning those who
are diligently striving to serve the Lord. Some of
this evil class have even gone to the extent of stealing
the Watch Tower mailing list and have thereby pro-
cured a list of names and addresses to which they
regularly mail their vile accusations. Of course the
Lord foreknew the development of such evil elass and
caused his prophet to write down what would come to
pass.

8 Then the Lord graciously permits those who are
faithful to him to understand why he foretold the
workers of iniquily and how the faithful would be the
targets for their evil darts. Why did he do that? The
answer is that whatsoever he has caused to be written
was written that the faithful might have comfort and
hope. (Rom. 15:4) Mention is here made of the faet
concerning the evil ones because the Seriptures point
it out, and in order that those who are striving to be
faithful to the Lord might not be in the least dis-
turbed or discouraged by vile and slanderous accusa-
tions that arc laid against their brethren. The fact
that the Lord forectold these things, and that one is
the objeet of such persccution, should eause him to
rcjoice rather than to be discouraged. It was Paul
who declared: ‘Through much tribulation ye shall
enter the kingdom.’

%2 The people composing the class that indulges in
such wicked and lawless course of action deceive
themselves into believing that they are ‘doing God
service’ by slandering their brethren, They even think
that God is as they are. God forcknew this, of course,
and therefore caused his prophet to write these
words: ‘‘These things hast thou done, and I Lept
silence; thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an
one as thyself; but I will reprove thee, and set them
in order before thine eyes.”’—Verse 21.

*° This prophecy shows that God has been long-
suffering with those opposcrs of the truth and has
kept silence. But the time comes for him to speak.
““But they shall proceed no further: for their folly
shall be manifest unto all men.’’ (2 Tim. 3:9) Those
who have devoted themselves to the Lord’s service
are not to be discouraged by reason of the activitics
of the evil class against them: ‘‘I'ret not thyself be-
cause of evildoers, neither be thou envious against
the workers of iniquity. . .. Rest [be silent to, mar-
gin] in the Lord, and wait patiently for him: fret
not thyself beeause of him who prospereth in his way,
because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to
pass. Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not
thyself in any wise to do evil.”’—Ps. 37:1, T, 8.
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4t The promise of the Lord is that he will give due
attention to the workers of iniquity and that he will
set his faithful ones in the proper light before all,
and that in his own due time. God will vindicate his
own good name and will also vindieate all who are
diligently and faithfully representing him. The
Watch Tower has not given space to answer slander-
ous reports leveled against it and those who write it,
because the Lord will give attention to such in his
own due time and good way.

42 Addressing himself further to the evil class, or
workers of iniquity, the Lord says through his proph-
et: ““Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I
tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver.”
This is another proof that the persons addressed are
the ones who once knew God and had some knowledge
of his plan. They had full opportunity to know God’s
will and to magnify his name, and to tell of the day
of his vengeance and of his kingdom that will rclicve
mankind. Beeause of their selfishness they forgot God
and his righteous cause. The Lord then gives warn-
ing of what shall be the end of the workers of iniquity.
Therefore no true and faithful child of God will
give his time and encrgy to explaining charges made
a~ainst him by the evil ones, nor in defending him-
sclf before them. ‘“Who shall lay any thing to the
charge of God’s cleet? It is God that justificth.”’
(Izom. 8:33) The Lord knows them that are his, and
his approval is worth while. The approval of no one
else is worth while,

# Jehovah, through his prophet, then makes it
clear as to whom he will show his great salvation:
““Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that
ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the sal-
vation of God.”” (Verse 23) It is those who joyfully
sing the praises of Jehovah God and give glory to his
name and do it out of a pure heart, unselfishly, that
are pleasing to him. All of the temple class engago
in that very work. In the language of the Lord: ‘He
who orders his conversation [course of action] aright’
will be permitted to see the great salvation. Theright
course of action is pointed out by the Lord’s Word;
and those of the temple class see his lightnings and,
following that light, they are led in the right way.

# Therefore we sce that the entire prophecy of
Psalm 50 deals with the judgment of those who
claim to be of the house of God. To this end God
causes his Word of truth to be heard by many dur-
ing the period of preparing the way of the Lord.
Then he sent his Messenger of the covenant to take
acecount with those who had agreed to do his will.
Taking this account the Lord found a faithful rem-
nant, and these he brings into the temple condition,
constituting such his witnesses to testify to his name.
Therefore the gathering together of his saints, who
made a covenant with him by sacrifice, began when
the Lord came to his temple. The great lesson to the
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remnant, found in this propheey, is this, that all who
are gathered unto the Lord according to the propheey
of Psalm 50:5 are gathered into the secret place of
the Most High and, if faithful, shall dwell there
under the shadow of the Almighty. Dwelling in that
secret place they are free from the continued assaults
of the enemy. The sole duty of such is to joyfully
serve the Lord and not to employ any time or energy
in giving heed to the slanderous assaults of the work-
ers of iniquity.

45 Jesus was faithful and true to his Father. All
manner of accusations were laid against him. All
who share with him in his glory must follow in his
footsteps, be the objects of unwarranted attacks,
suffer persceution with him, and prove faithful to
the Lord under all adverse conditions. et the faith-
ful body members therefore adopt as their own the
words which first applied to their Master: ‘‘For the
Lord God will help me; therefore shall I not be con-
founded: therefore have I sct my face like a flint, and
I know that I shall not be ashamed.”” (Isa. 50:7)
Those who have been gathered togcther under the
robe of rightcousness and into the temple condition
are of Zion. They have come there by reason of the
favor of God and in fulfilment of the propheey. Let
all therefore dwell in peace and delight themselves
in glorifying the name of the Most High,

* I'or the benefit of all sueh, God furnishes them
an opportunity to be his witnesses. Taking their stand
firmly upon the side of Jchovah and unselfishly and
faithfully bearing testimony to his name is a sure
token that he will preserve them. The ultimate sal-
vation of the remnant now depends upon constant
and faithful devotion to dJehovah God. It becomes
the duty and privilege of each member of the remnant
class to call attention of his brethren to the great
privileges the faithful enjoy. These see and know no
God but Jehovah. They are on his side and they de-
light to sing praises unto their God.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What has been the relationship between Jehovah and hig
beloved Son in the accomplishment of all the divine pur-
poses? What rule is therein illustrated that enables us
to sce the time of the fulfilment of this Psalm? By what
meansg and for what purpose is God communicating his
truth to his people? and how does he confirm his truth
to them? 1, 2.

What are some of the Important truths to be kept in mind
at this time? What cumulative evidence has been provid-
ed in support of these truths? Explain the importance of
having these truths and the scriptures supporting them
brought again to our attention from time to time, { 3, 4.

How does Jehovah ‘call the earth’? When, and why at that
time? Show the accord of the prophecies on this point,
and how we may know of the time of fulfilment. { 5, 6.

Explain how God ‘shines out of Zion’, and when it takes
place. 7, 8.

Apply verse 3. How does God ecall ‘to the heavens’, and why
‘to the earth’, for the purpose of judgment? 79, 10.

Tocate the fulfilment of verse 5 with reference to the ‘day
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of his preparation’. “He shall prepare the way before
me” (Mal. 3:1) has reference to what work and to what
period of time? T 11,12,

Doscribe what takes place when the messenger of the cove-
nant ‘comes suddenly to his temple’. Explain how verse
5 is fulfilled. 7 13, 14.

Mention the prominent ‘kingdom events’ marking the ‘day
of his preparation’, and show the importance of having
these repeatedly brought to our attention. What is the
special occasion for the “heavens” to rejoice and declare
his righteousness? ¢ 15-18.

Account for the existence of a “great multitude” class as
distinguished from the temple class. § 19-22,

What is meant by verses 9 to 13? Why, then, is verse 14
addresscd to the same eclass? 23-26.

On what condition, and when, will the *great multitude”
find deliverance? How will they then glorify God? Why,
then, is it particularly appropriate for The Walch Tower
to emphusize the importance of engaging in the service
work? ¥ 27, 28.
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Define “the wicked”. Account for the development of such a
class. Describe the attitude assumed by that class. § 29-32,

Point out the Devil’'s chief instruments, and prove their
position as such. Apply verses 18 and 19 in this connec-
tion. § 33-35.

Relate facts showing the fulfilment of verse 20. Apply “I
will reprove thee, and set them in order before thine
eyes”. T 36-39.

How will the faithful regard the activities of the ‘evil
servant’ elass? Why? 9 40, 41,

Give evidence that the eclass here reproved have had some
knowledge of God and of his plans. Point out the danger
of their position. Account for their having forgotten God.
T 42.

Who are they that glorify God? By what means do they
‘order their conversation aright’? What is the promise of
blessing to these? T 43.

Of what, then, did ‘preparing the way of the L.ord’ consist?
and for what purpose was it done? This I’salm containg
what important lesson for the remnant? How are the
benefits of the lesson available? § 44-46,

PRAYFR IN THE

1T subjeet of prayer is a very important one

! to the Christian. It may properly be ealled a

large one, and it may well be considered to be

too large to be dealt with exhaustively in this artiele.

But some remarks we hope to make to advantaae. The

term ‘‘prayer’’ has come to inelude aets of worship

and meditation, althouch the word itself signifies a

request presented. A declaration of praise to Jeho-

vah is properly eclled a prayer. Pravers and suppli-
cations are naturally joined tozether.

It is apparent that mueh miseonceeption and misun-
derstanding exists ahout the privilece of prayer, and
as to the place which it ouzht to oceupy in the life
of the Christian,

There are times and conditions where prayer can
have but little relation to the life of a servant of
God. It is, for instance, casy to think of the angels
in heaven who have a well-ordered life and sphere of
service as having nothing to pray for. In their case
it would appear to indieate an uniest of mind, a de-
sire to have something beyond that which it had been
the good pleasure of the great Creator to provide. In
much the same way we conceive that Adam in the
garden of Eden had no experience which would bring
from him a eall to prayer. He had no difficulties to
meet; no trials which would eall forth a cry from him
for help. He might break out in praises to his God:
probably he did so; but a prayer offered must almost
certainly indicate a measure of unrest or of discontent
with the conditions in which his Creator had placed
him.

As Adam grew in knowledge through his experi-
ences and thoughts created by all he enjoyved, he
might pray for wisdom to understand. Such a coursc
would scem reasonable; and certainly the Seriptures
say that while a man may get understanding, wisdom
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is the gift of God. James says, “‘If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him.”’—Jas. 1: 5.

It scems impossible to think of Ahecl offering his
sacrifice without a prayer to God asking acceptance
for it and for himsclf. Prayer had then become a
neeessary part of the life of the one who would live
in harmony with God, for sin had entered into the
life of man., It can hardly be supposed that Cain
proved; it ean be supposed that he brought his offer-
inr to Geod acknowledeing Clod as the Creator, hut
with a spirit of independenee whieh would preelude
God's givine him any blessing. Cain was anery even
to hatred because Abel got an assurance from (God
that his offerine had been aceepted, but he gave no
indication that he was sorry his own offering did not
find acceptance with God. Ve readily think of ¥noch
asking for some guidance in the difficult way he took
as he ““walked with (lod”” and therefore walked con-
trary to all his fellows.

Consideration of God’s ways with men show that
there are some things which are not the subjects of
prayer, however good and however right in them-
selves they may appear to be. For instance, in those
early days Noah might have called upon God for
courage to face the cnemies of his work; but surcly
he would hardly have been justified if he had prayed
that, in view of the opposition he met with, God
would give some assurance that he was right in going
on with the work in building the ark. The fact that
Noali had been given particulars of the structure of
the ark, and that he knew all its dimensions (some-
thing which no imagination could have brought to
him), was sufficiently definite evidence that God had
spoken to him, It would be wrong for him to pray
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for further evidence. It is entirely significant that
the Bible has no record of prayers in those early
days.

As to later days, after God had made the covenant
with Abraham, it is easily possible for us to think of
Abraham praying for help and guidance that he
might keep his share of the covenant, Yet there is no
stiegestion that he did this or thought it necessary,
and Jehovah did not tcach him thus to pray. Ideally,
prayer in such case ought not to be necessary; for
if Abraham could properly enter into a covenant he
oucht to keep it without asking the help of the other
party to the covenant. When Abraham first entered
into the land of promise there was a famine in the
south country, and he went on to Egypt to get out
of its way. We may suppose that there were two
other courses open to him: (1) Ile might have ex-
ercised faith assuring himself that if God had called
him to reside in that land as his home God would
surely bless him there and keep him, or would in-
struet him what to do; or, (2) under the unusual
circumstances he might have prayed for guidance. It
seems as if Abraham did not give God the opportuni-
ty of directing him.

It is noteworthy that the first prayer of the Bible
is a supplication by Abraham, not for anything for
himself, but on behalf of the others: indced it was
on behalf of the wicked city of Sodom.

Israel in Egypt cried aloud by reason of their
heavy burdens, but they did not ery to God for de-
liveranee. They scem to have lost sight of or hope in
their relationship to Jchovah. But God, because he
was faithful, even though he appeared to lecave them
to the merey of their taskmasters, heard their ery,

There was nothing in the law of Sinai which made
provision for prayer by the people. Instruection to
Israel was contained in the law and the command-
ments with which it was accompanied. If Moses or,
in later days, the priests or leader in Isracl wanted
direction from Jchovah in matters relating to Isracl’s
welfare, there was an arrangement made for commu-
nication with Jehovah through the priest. This was
the speeial use for the Urim and Thummim; evidently
direction was given, directly positive or negative in
form, by mecans of the lights from the jewcls of the
high priest’s breastplate, Somctimes direction was
given to God’s people by mecans of casting lots. This
also was direction given in positive or negative form.

It was the prayer of Hannah, the mother of Sam-
uel, which began what we may call personal petitions.
Hannah desired to have a son, a blessing hitherto de-
nied to her. God heard her prayer. We ask, Why did
God thus hear the woman’s ery? The blessing of the
womb was part of the inheritance of the women of
Israel. Every woman hoped for marriage and mother-
hood. In Hannah’s case it is stated that God shut up
Hannah’s womb. (1 Sam. 1:6) From this it is evi-
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dent that God had a special purpose to be wrought
out at that time. God was about to have use for one
who would be his faithful servant in the reconstruec-
tion of Isracl, and apparently Hannah was chosen
to be the mother; but first she must have some sharp
experiences which would bring her into the way of
the Lord and of offering her son to the service of God.
Hence God brought her to prayer that her barrenness
might be removed.

Samuel and prayer are eloscly associated, though
none of his prayers for Israel are recorded. His
name means ‘‘agked’’ because it was in answer to
prayer that he was born. His crying to God was
known to all Isracl. When his work was completed,
and Israel wanted a king, and rcalized their wrong
course, they cried to Samuel, ‘‘Cease not to pray for
us.” He replied, ‘“God forbid that I should sin
against the Lord in ccasing to pray for you: but [
will teach you the good and the right way: only fear
the Lord, and scerve him in truth with all your heart:
for consider how great things he hath done for you.””
—1 Sam. 12:23, 24,

The temple, erected by Solomon on the instruction
of David, was to be a house of prayer, a designation
which must have conveyed to Israel a definite idea
different from any previously held, for the taberna-
cle of the wilderness, which it replaced, was not a
place set for prayer. In the days of the kings of Isra-
el the outstanding feature of prayers offered to Jeho-
vah are those by Jehoshaphat and Hezekiah. Jehosh-
aphat’s prayer was on behalf of the people; Heze-
kiah’s was more personal, but both had to do with the
welfare of Israel. Taken by surprise, Jehoshaphat
learncd that an army of a million men, the combined
armies of X¥dom, Ammon and Moab, was only a few
days’ march from Jerusalem, with the intent of
sweeping Judah out of the land and taking possession
of it. Jehoshaphat called the people to a fast and
the leaders of Isracl presented themselves before the
Lord in the courts of the Lord’s house. He called up-
on Jchovah for help under the threatening danger of
annihilation. His prayer was that the people were
Jehovah’s people, the children of Abraham, Jcho-
vah’s friend; that they were living in the land which
Jehovah had given to them, and were now in danger
by rcason of this army of destruction, He recalled
the promise to hear any prayers offered in Jehovah’s
house of prayer. (2 Chron. 20:8, 9) Jehovah must
hear the prayer and must answer at once, for the cir-
cumstances were such as allowed of no delay. He
saved his people, fortheir enemies mutually destroyed
themselves.

Hezekiah also was threatened with an army of de-
struetion, this time by the Assyrians under Sennach-
erib. At the same time Isaiah told him from Jehovah
that he was to put his house in order, for he was to
die. As he had been a faithful king he could not un-
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derstand either why he should die or why Jerusalem
should be allowed to fall into the hands of the Assyr-
ians. He pleaded for a revision of the word which
Jehovah had passed upon him. His prayer was heard:
Jehovah of his grace gave him another space of
fifteen years to be added to his life.

The two prayers are very different in character,
but both are intimately associated with the name and
honor of God. Hezckiah’s prayer was personal, but
only beeause that person was the king. Jchovah was
using his servant for his own purposes. Hezekiah’s
experiences were for the benefit of others, and in
other times, as well as for himself and in his own
days.

Elijah must have prayed very earnestly for his
people before he prayed that rain might be withheld
from them. He saw the ruin through Baal worship,
and seeking the good of Israel he prayed that God
would withhold his blessings in order that they
might realize that Jchovah was their God, and that
even in the hard providences which might come upon
them he was remembering his covenant. Elijah want-
ed to sce the people of Israel brought to their senses.
They were obsessed with the vile worship of Baal.

It was in David’s time that prayer to Jehovah came
more direetly and definitely into the sacred Word, Ilis
writings, the Psalms, have much of prayer and supph-
cation, and they almost uniformly earry a very per-
sonal note, and apparently are mostly from the
mouth of David. But the prayers are not associated
with specific incidents in his life. The subseriptions
and superseriptions which link some Psalms with in-
cidents in David’s life are not part of the inspired
Word. We ask, Why are one man’s expericnees and
expressions placed on record and given so much prom-
inence? Why should the prayers and emotions of one
man become so important a part of the sacred writ-
ings? The Seriptures give their own answer. They
show that the Psalms arc prophetie, were written un-
der the guidance of the holy spirit. Peter (Acts 2:
25-28) quotes from the 16th Psalm and says that
David, though apparently speaking for himself, did
not do so, but spoke prophetically of Christ; and
Jesus quoted David in the 110th Psalm, and said of
Christ, ‘““How then doth David in spirit call him
Lord %’ ’—Matt. 22:43.

The prayers of the psalmist are ever on a high
level, that is, they are never for small personal things.
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The psalmist sees himself as Jehovah’s representative,
and he prays with that in mind. If he prays for him-
self it is for his protection against evil men, and, 1f
necd be, for their destruetion. He prays for the honor
of the name of Isracl’s God, and for the good of God’s
people. Ilis prayers are ever those of a man of
Israel representative of them before God, and of
God before the people of God’s choice.

The prayer of Jabez (recorded in 1 Chronicles 4:
10), who apart from this record is an unknown man,
is unique among the prayers of the Old Testament.
Apparently very sensitive of his weakness, and per-
haps oppressed with thoughts of his helplessness (his
name means ‘‘sorrowful’’), he prayed to the God of
Israel for blessing and protection from evil, and God
granted him his request. This was in no sense a self-
ish prayer: it was the request of a true son of Israel
for the blessings of Israel’s covenant., By his prayer
he honored the God of Israel.

The many refercnces in the Old Testament to pray-
er show that the privilege was taken advantage of.
In times of trial or danger God’s people sought for
communion. Daniel in Babylon prayed three times a
day, opening the window of his chamber which looked
out toward Jerusalem, so far away. No doubt his
prayer was impersonal, and was for his pcople and
for the honor of his God rather than for himseclf.

Reviewing what is reeorded, it appears that there
is nothing in the Old Testament to lead a Christian
to the conclusion that Jchovah encouraged his people
to call upon him in connection with their daily lives.
If there were speeial eircumstances God's ears were
open to the eall of his people, and he was ever ready
to respond at the time or in the manncr his wisdom
allowed.

Jchovah’s people under his care as their great
proteetor would have been a free and happy people
with all their needs supplied aceording to his cove-
nant with them. But when they transgressed, then
began their need to call upon him. Yet every true
Israelite would use his privilege of praycr, not to
have his own personal wants or wishes fulfilled, but
for the honor of the name of Jchovah, and that his
people Israel might be saved from their distresscs
that Jehovah might be honored thereby. Prayer is
for the service of God, not for that of the one who

prays,

Prayer is appointed to convey,
The blessings God designs to give.

In every case should Christians pray,
If near the fount of grace they’ad live,

'Tis prayer supporis the soul that's weak,
Though thought be broken, language lame

God through his Word to us doth speak;
And we to him in Jesus’ name.

Depend on him ; thou canst not fail;
But ask according to his will;

Then always shall thy prayer prevall,
And nothing shall to thee work 1L



PRAYER IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

Testament and the New is in respeet to prayer

and the place it oceupies in the lives of God’s
servants, The difference is apparent even to the
ordinary reader, that is, to him who does not special-
ly study the Bible and its message.

In the Old Testament days prayer was never en-
joined upon God’s people. It was a privilege open
to all who sought to worship Jchovah. But in the
days of Jesus, and afterward, prayer became a ncces-
sity.

It seems as if there was no special call to prayer in
relation to the covenants into which Jehovah entered
with the patriarchs, and the one made later with the
house of Isracl. The parties were supposed to be able

to keep their part of the covenant without asking the
aid of Jehovah,

It may be said that in the Old Testament days
prayer was an cxception rather than a common expe-
rience. But in the New Testament prayer becomes
prominent as being a nccessity to the life of the dis-
ciple. The difference may be said to be one between
a privilece which may be enjoyed and somcthing
which is an essential to life.

As for Isracl, the ideal state of that people in their
land was much the same as that of Adam in Eden;
they had little need of prayer, for if they had kept
their law they would have had neither fears nor troub-
les. Thus there was nothing in their covenant which
enjoined them to prayer. It was when they were op-
pressed by their enemies, and perhaps carried eaptive,
and had neither priest nor altar that they found the
need of the privilege of calling upon their God.

Though prayer formed no integral part of Israel’s
worship, it is evident that in their later days prayer
entered into their system of worship. This is shown
by the fact that in Jesus’ day the Pharisees were in
the habit of going into the market-places to oficr
their prayers. This means that to many prayer had
lost its meaning: it had become a mere formality.
Indeed Jesus charged the Pharisees with mockery;
for he said they went into the market-places to pray
to be seen of men. (Mark 12:38) But the true Jews
prayed, as well as the Pharisees, though they did not
pray to be seen of men. This is seen by that which
the disciples requested of Jesus about prayer. They
said, ‘‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught
his diseiples.”’—Luke 11:1.

With the coming of Jesus there came a great
change in the relationship between Jehovah and the
people of his choice, with whom he had entered into
a covenant. With his coming the time of Israel’s test
came. If they failed to accept him as God’s messenger,
and the invitation to his special blessings which Jeho-
vah sent them through him, as shown by the parable

ONE of the many differences between the Old
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of the great supper, then Jehovah’s favors enjoyed
by them for so long a time would go to others.

For a time even the apostles did not understand
this change whiech was taking place in God’s plan.
Later they saw that he was now gathering another
Isracl, a spiritual nation, whom Paul names, ‘‘The
Isracl of God.”” (Gal. 6:16) The first Israel had
been chosen as the sons of Jacob, and their children
were born into the covenant; but the second Israel
is formed of those who conscerate themselves to God
through Christ.

It was not possible that this people could be dealt
with in the same way as God had dealt with his an-
cient people Israel, for those were gathered one by one
from among the Gentiles. While at the first there was
a measure of unity when the churches realized their
oneness as a people consecrated to God, and thus sep-
arated from the world, this was not to continue. It
pleased God to allow the long time of the ‘‘dark ages”’
to come, when there would be few consecrated, and
when it would be impossible that they should know
cach other and have any means of communion. It
was at least partly for this rcason that God provided
a place of prayer, ‘‘the throne of grace’’ in heaven,
where all eould go, and where those who went could
feel their union in spirit with all of like precious
faith.

It is clear that Jesus did not say much to his dis-
ciples about prayer. They spoke to him about it first.
Probably they saw he spent time in prayer; also
John had taught his disciples to pray, and they did
not wish to be behind. Thoueh Jesus answered their
request by giving them that which is known as ‘‘The
Lord’s Prayer’’, it was only at the end of his minis-
try that he really entered them into the privilege.
And here is the reason for his apparent delay. It
was then that he promised the holy spirit; it was then
that he told them of their privilege of going to God
in prayer for all their needs, saying, ‘‘If ye abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you.”’—dJohn 15: 7,

The conneetion is significant. The privilege of pray-
er is 1o be accompanicd by the gift of the holy spirit.
Only those who have that spirit are at liberty to ask
what they will; only those can be answered.

If it should be objeected that it was previous to
Pentecost that the disciples prayed to God to guide
them in the matter of the lot for the choice of another
apostle to take the place of Judas, it is to be remem-
bered that before Jesus left them he breathed on
them and said, ‘‘Receive ye the holy spirit,’” which
was his assurance or earnest of the blessing to come
upon them at Pentecost. After Pentecost the whole
company of the brethren continued in the apostles
doctrine and fellowship, and in prayers. (Acts 2:42)
What was there for whieh this company should pray?
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Undoubtedly they were guided by the apostles to
pray according to the mauner of the Lord’s prayer,
even as Jesus said, ‘“ After this manner pray ye.”’
The burden of their prayers would be for the intevest
of the church, the community, and that Jehovah's
name might be honored by them.

After the apostles had been ill-treated and threat-
ened by the leaders of the people, they prayed for
boldness that they might speak the word of the Lord,
and that more signs might be wrought by the name of
Jesus.—Acts 4: 29, 30.

As in the case of the chief doctrines it was the
Apostle Paul who was used as the teacher of the
chureh, so it was Paul who said most about prayer.
But there were no special instruetions as to what the
disciple is to pray for: rzther, it is to the fact of
prayer that attention is directed. Jesus had said,
“Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation,” as
if he would have the disciples always on the watch
and in an attitude of heart which mecant readiness in
prayer for wisdom, and care in all the affairs of life.

To the Ephesians Paul wrote, ‘‘Praying always
with all prayer and suppliecation in the spirit.”’ (Eph.
6:18) To the Philippians, ‘‘In every thing by prayer
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your rcquests
be made known unto God.”” (Phil. 4:6) To the Ro-
mans he wrote, ‘“‘Patient in tribulation; continuing
instant in prayer.”’ (Rom. 12:12) To the Colossians,
“Continue in prayer, and wateh in the same.”’—
Col. 4:2.

We ask, What is intended by this injunction to con-
stant prayer, and watchfulness in prayer? Some
would read into Paul’s words an instruetion to have
the mind always sct in prayer and meditation; and
some in the dark days, professing to follow Paul’s
dircetions, took a very literal interpretation and de-
veloped the moncstery systems of Rome and other
churches. This has ever proved a delusion and a
snare, being artificial in character. All the world
knows that this system of unnatural living has led to
unnatural practices and is eontrary to human inter-
ests.

It is true that Jesus called his ehurch to be sepa-
rate from the world, but he never intended that his
followers should be scparated from their fellow men.
It was not men, but the policies of the world, as un-
der the rule of Satan, from which Jesus would have
his diseiples separated.

It was natural that the monastery system should
develop a “‘system’’ of prayer. Retiring for prayer
came to mean much more than presenting a petition
to God. Much meditation and preparation of the
mind were said to be necessary before the prayer
could be offered, in order to create the right attitude
of mind in which to approach the Divine Being. And,
as much time must be occupied by the approach to
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God, so much is needed to be taken in retiring from
prayer. This mechenical means of professed devotion
is an invention of the Devil. It produces a form of
“worship”” which is not to the glory of God, and is
to the satisfying of the mind of the flesh. Its object
is sell-satisfaction; and it gains its objeet.

In these later doys Satan has overreached many
devout persons in this matter., There are those who
repudiate the theory of these monastic retirements
who yet hold to something which in a measure corre-
sponds thereto. Javing a professed desire for holiness,
they have occupied themselves with prayer as if it
weve the most impovtant feature of a Christian’s life.
These would vead Paul as literally as their cireum-
stanees would allow, and would spend mueh time in
refivement, helieving that therveby they sanetificd
themselves from the world. But this also leads to the
satisfying of the mind of the flesh. There is a self-
satisfaction gained whiell makes for the Pharisaical
spirit expressed, “‘God, T thank thee that I am not as
other men are.”’

Iixperience secems to show that there is a very grave
danger of spiritual pride where there is this cxcess
of outward ‘‘devotion’’. While on need the disciple
nust retire in order to pray cven as Jesus said,
““When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which
is in seceret; and thy Father, which secth in secret,
shall reward thee openly’’ (Matt. 6:6), he does not
need to retire for devotion. Devotion is manifested
in aetion, not by retirement.

But when it is considered that the majority of those
who become the disciples of Jesus are taken {from the
humbler, the poorer, ranks of life, those who must
find their means of living from hard work, it is ap-
parent that Taul’s injunction to constant prayer
could not possibly be intended to mean that the dis-
ciples should bhe alwavs praying. The disciple serving
his employer eould not be faithful to his master were
his mind taken from his work and centered upon pe-
titions he must constantly offer to God. Tt is evident
that Paul meant the same as Jdesus, namely, that there
must be a eonstant watehfulness in life to be ever set
upon the things which build up the hope and purpose
of life, and to withstand the opposition of his enemies.

As to what the Christian should prey for, Jesus
said, ““If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will
do it.”” (John 14:14) Docs this mean that the dis-
ciple may go to God for anything, for everything, he
may desire? The clergy of Christendom have badly
misled the people in this matter. Ignoring the fact
that Jehovah is not under any obligation to respond
to prayer, or to hear it, save as it is from those who
have entered into a covenant with him through Jesus,
they have taught all church members and cven ad-
herents to treat themselves as if they were true fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ, making no difference in the
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matter of econsecration. Indeed consecration has
dropped from notice except as the clergy have claim-
ed that they are the consecrated in that they are set
apart for his service, even as the priests of Israel were
set apart.

Some treat the great God as if he had set himself
to be a great universal provider, as if he had opened
a great store where anything purchasable could be
got. They treat prayer as if it were money which
might be used to purchase what they may happen to
vish to obtain. If thev call themselves Christian they
treat themselves as having money wherewith they
may go to the store for their need. They consider
themselves at liberty to go or to stay, to purchase or
refrain, just as they may wish. Many treat Jchovah
similarly.

Undoubtedly there are many who think that be-
cause they ask God for what they want, even though
it be only a casual request, they are thereby worship-
ing him and rendering to him all the allegiance he
can properly claim. Such ‘‘praying’’ is selfish in the
extreme. There is no reason for thinking that God
pays any more attention to them than he does to the
mummery of the performances of so-called Christian
ritual of worship.

The Lord’s prayer is his direction to his diseiples,
and i3 intended only for those who come to God by
him. Taking that prayer as his guide, the diseiple,
concerned with the interests of God, who has ‘ealled
him out of darkness into his marvelous licht’ (1 Pet.
2:9), and therefore making requests only according
to the spirit, sces that the Lord direets his prayer
first to a remembrance of worship and adoration.

The first thought of the Lord's prayer is that of
the unity of those who pray, ““Our Father who art
in heaven.”” Tt is the chureh, rather than the indi-
vidual, to whom this simple prayer is given. After
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acknowledgment of the name of Jehovah, the great
Provider for his children, there comes the prayer for
the sctting up of God’s kingdom, that God’s will
may be done on earth even as it is done in heaven.
This is the great objective. It is for this that Jesus
came to prepare for the establishment of the kingdom,
in God’s due time, so that the name of Jehovah might
be glorified, and that men might do his will to the
praise of the Creator, and to their own everlasting
good. It is only after this adoration, and remcm-
brance of God's honor, and prayer for God’s inter-
ests, that there is scen any semblance of personal
prayer. Even then it is for the whole community,
rather than for the individual. It is, “‘Cive us our
[not give me my| daily bread.”” It is a prayer for
the interests of the brethren as a whole, as if the Lord
would say, ‘You are all one, and the interests of the
one arc the intercsts of the many.’

Thus even a brief review shows that while the dis-
ciple is given the privilege of prayer, for anything,
and at any time, there is the limitation that it must
be in the spirit. The true follower of Jcsus uses his
privilege only for those things which are for the in-
terests whieh devolve upon him as the steward of his
consceration. If he should forget himself and pray
for things which are selfishly desired, God may hear
him to his own huvt. He may answer him according 1o
the idol which he has in his heart (see Ezckicl 14:4),
and thus a man would pray to his own hurt.

Undoubtedly the disciple has the privilege of ready
access to the throne of grace, and at all times; but
the spirit within him guides him as to the usc of this
great favor, and thus prevents him for using it self-
ishly for himself. Such a one, both in private prayer
and in the congregation of those met for worship and
prayer, will remember that no selfish petition can do
other than harm him who prays,

RESOLUTION

Society held in Pittshurgh last October were

specially impressed with the blessings the Lord
has bestowed upon our brethren in foreign countries,
who have been giving the witness under adverse con-
ditions. As an expression of appreciation and loving-
kindness toward the brethren in foreign lands the
following resolution was offered, supported by a num-
ber of brethren, and, when put to a vote, was unani-
mously adopted:

The shareholders of the Watch Tower Bible & Tract
Society, assembled in annual meeting of the corporation
at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, U. 8. A., this 31st day of
October, 1928, desiring to express their love and apprecia-
tion of the cooperation of the brethren in foreign countrics,
do adopt the following resolution, to wit:

That we send greetings and Christian love to our breth-
ren throughout the earth. Our hearts are thrilled at the
evidences of loving zeal in the service of the Lord and of

THOSE attending the annual mecting of the

the work accomplished by our brethren, especially in for-
eign lands, who under great opposition are exalting the
name of Jehovah God and lifting up a standard for the
people. The annual report as submitted by our president,
Brother J. F. Rutherford, is gratifying beyond expression
and is another evidence of the directing hand of Jchovah,
through his chief executive our lLord Jesus Christ, and of
ihe fact that his message of comfort and deliverance is
reaching the people. To him we render our thanks and
praise.

Further, that our prayers rise to the Lord for the con-
tinuance of his grace and favor throughout the coming
year, to the end that an even wider witness may be given.

IFurther, that we appreciate our heavenly TFather's
guidance of the affairs of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society, and of his provision for his people’s needs through
The Walch Tower and associated publications.

Further, that a copy of this resolution be sent to our
brethren in foreign lands; also that it be embodied in the
Annual Report for the year now concluding.
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WIST P’rovidence, R. L. oo 1210
Sun am 10-11*

WMAL Washington, D. €, . G30
Sun am 10-311%

wMES ITarrisburg, Pa, oo 1430
Sun am 10-11*

WNIES Boston, Mass. 1500
Sun am 10.30-12, pm 2-38

WN. Phlladelphla, l‘n .............................. 1310
\\ ed pm 8-9.30; Sat pm 8-9 30

WNBI* Endlcott N Y. crvevannee 1500
Sun am 171-1, pm 7-9; Thu pm S-9

WNBH New Bedford D) G S, 1310
Tue pm 8-9

WNBZ Saranac Lake, N. Y. cooroeiceneee 1290
Sun am 10-10.3

WNOX hnoxulle, L4 =3 1 T ORI, 560
I'ri pm 7.30-8

WXNRC Greensboro, N. C. coreemeviiecoananneas 1440
¥ri pm 7-7.

Wwonu Charleston, W. Va. cccecrrmmmnvennnes 580
Wed pm 8.30-9
C Davenport, Jowa ..cccaoecemerecnens 1000
Sun pm 10.15-10.45

WODA Paterson, N. J. eeemeemecneemnneneas 1250
Sun am 10-11*

WOKO Poughkeepsie (Mt., Beacon), N, Y, 1440
Sun am 10-11*; Tha pm 9.30-10

WOl Washingtom, D. C. errmcveencecssnecanns 1270
fun am 10-11*

(Continued on Page §0)

475.9
340.7
211.8
315.8
215.7

218.8
252

2479
267.7
241.8
249.9
214.2
249.9
247.8
199.9
247.8
475.9
200.7
199.9
228.9
199.9
228.9
232.4
536.4
208.2
516.9
299.8
239.9
208.2
236.1

K/C METERS WATTS

250

100

500
1000
1000
1000

100

30

100

100

750

100

500

500
250
750
2500
1000

100
500
100
250
1000
100
500
100
100
100
100
500
500
5o
100
50
100
10
1000
250
250
5000
1000
500
150



