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I ewill stand upon my watch and will set my food
upon the Tower, and will watch to sce what He wilk
say unto me, and what answer I shall make to them
that oppose me’—Habakkulk 2: 1.

Upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; the sea and the waves [the restless, disconterted] roaring ; men’s hearts failing them
for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. . . . When these
things begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh.—Luke 21:25-31; Matthew 24: 33; Mark 13:29,



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

of aiding the people to understand the divine plan. It provides systematic Bible study in

THIS Journal is published by the Warca Tower BiBLE AND TracT SociETY for the purpose

which all its readers may regularly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to
Bible classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives reports thereof. It an-
nounces r¥adio programs and publishes suitable Bible instruetion for broadcasting.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed Word of Truth. It stands firmly upon the
great ransom sacrifice as the fundamental doctrine by which all doectrines are measured. It is
free from parties, sects and creeds of men. It does not assume a dogmatic attitude, but confi-
dently invites a carveful examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible Word of God.
It does not indulge in controversies, and its columns are not open to personalities,

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH s the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting;
that the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the
Logos became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ
in glory, clothed with all power in heaven and earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wil-
fully disobeyed Cod’s law and was sentenced to death; that
by reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners
and without the right to life,

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
micht become the Redecmer of man; that he gave his life
a sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price;
that Jesus the divine arose from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as
the redemptive price for man.

THAT for many centuries God, through Christ, has been
selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of
the church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ
Jesus, grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and
plan of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with
Christ Jesus in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head
and body, consiitutes the “seed o2 Abraham” through which
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WOCRLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jests
las returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placcd
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nalio.s
and peoples to hear and obey him,

THAT THE HEOPE of the peoples of earth is restoraficn
to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that t:e
reion of Christ will afford opnortunity to every man to
have a fair trial for life and those who obey will live cn
earth for ever in a state of happiness.
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BOOKS

It is reported that some of the friends have put bools
and booklets in the rural mail boxes for the owners to take
at their pleasure. This is entirely out of order.

The purpose of printing books is not merely to dispose of
them but that a witness might be given to the people; and
without doubt one of the strong reasons is that the brethren
may have a personal opportunity to give the witness, Please
do not dispose of any of the Society’s books in this way even
though you have paid for them. It embarrasses the col-
porteurs when they call at a home and find that somne one
has done this.

ANOTHER NEW BOOK

Government is the title of another new book just published
by the Society, It contains indigputable evidence showing
that the peoples of earth shall have a righteous government
and explaining the manner of its establishment. Proof is
presented to show that the time is now ripe for the mind of
man to be turned to the sober and candid examination of the
plan of Jehovah for the inauguration of the government
which will fulfil the legitimate desires of all.

This timely book is seant forth for the prompt and earnest
cousideration of all the anointed. It is also available in
quantities for immediate distribution among the truth-hun-
gry people.

A limited number of volumes of the author’s edition has
been issued for the accommodation of the consecrated. The
charge of fifty cents a copy for this edition will cover the
extra expense of producing the original plates and enable all
the brethren to have a share in the production of the book.
The sale price of the popular edition is forty-five cents.
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GOD’S LIGHTNINGS

“IWhen he uttereth his voice, there is a tumult of walers in the heavens, and he causeth the vapors to ascend from
the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings for the rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his
treasuries.”—dJ eremiah 10: 13, B. V.

EHOVAH is the source of the lightnings. He uses
J things that he has made, and which are visible to

man, to teach maun concerning that which is in-
visible to him, The things both visible and invisible
which God has provided he will cause to work out for
good to those that are unselfishly obedient to him.

2 Lightning is the discharge of atmospheric electricity,
usually accompanied by a vivid flash of light. The rapid
passing of the electricity through the air produces the
sound which is called thunder. When there is lightning
and thunder there is usually an accompanying downpour
of rain. Lightnings and the accompanying manifesta-
tion of the power mentioned in the above text symbolize
the operation of God’s power toward his people in
particular.

3 The psalmist uses the identical phrase used by Jere-
miah in the above text. The context in the Psalm shows
that the application of the text is to be made in “the
last days”. (Psalm 135:7%) Jeremiah in another place
(51:16) uses the same language, and there the context
likewise shows that the time of application is “in the
day of the Lord” just preceding the fall of Satan’s
organization.

FROM JEHOVAH

+ All lightnings proceed from Jehovah and are a man-
ifestation of his power. This is proven by the words of
Jehovah to Job: “Canst thou send lightnings, that they
may go, and say unto thee, Behold us?” (Job 38:35,
margin) This text has been applied to the radio sta-
tions and their operators, but the text can not mean that.
The radio is in the nature of lightning and it belongs
to Jehovah, and except by his permission man can not
use the radio. Manifestly the text means that God sends
his lightnings and that man has no such power. The
radio is therefore a manifestation of God’s power and
not the power of any creature. The radio belongs to
Jehovah, and man uses it only by virtue of his per-
mission.

5 Again, it is written: “Yea, he ladeth the thick
cloud with moisture; he spreadeth abroad the cloud of
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his lightning: and it is turned round about by his
guidance, that they may do whatsoever he commandeth
them upon the face of the habitable world.” (Job 37:
11, 12, B. V.) The cloud used in this text does not
represent trouble, but it represents the presence of Je-
hovah God; and this text shows that God illuminates the
cloud with his lightnings, thereby meaning that his
presence is accompanied with light to those who seek to
know him.

¢ As further proof that his lightnings proceed from
Jehovah it is written in Zechariah 10:1, B. V.: “Ask
ye of Jehovah rain in the time of the latter rain, even
of Jehovah that maketh lightnings; and he will give
them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field.”
Whatever the lightuing represents, it represents that
which proceeds from Jehovah, and to him all credit
is due.

" Lightning illuminates and reveals that which was
previously in the dark or ohscured. Symbolically, God’s
lightnings illuminate his Word for those who wait upon
him, and reveal and expose that which is opposed to
God and his organization. Therefore it will be observed
that the text tells of God’s lightnings applied at a time
when God manifests his presence to his people, giving
them grecter light upon his Word and revealing his
purposes toward them, and also exposes their enemies.

& Thunder symbolizes the voice of Jehovah. “Hast
thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a
voice like him 7 (Job 40:9) “The voice of thy thunder
was in the heaven.” (Psalm 77:18) “The God of glory
thundereth.” (Psalm 29:3) With thunder there comes
rain in abundance. (Job 38:34) Rain is a symbol of
refreshing truth that refreshes and makes glad the
heart of the people of God. The following scriptures
support this conclusion:

“And they waited for me as for the rain; and they
opened their mouth wide as for the latter rain.”—Job
29:23.

“Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain, whereby
thou didst confirm thine inheritance, when it was
weary.”—Psalm 68: 9.
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“Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; sing praise
upon the harp unto our God; who covereth the heaven
with clouds, who preparcth rain for the earth, who
maketh grass to grow upon the meuntains.”—Psalm
147:7, 8.

® God provides his own way and mecans or channel
for the bringing of the truth to his people. This ig in-
dicated by the words written in Job 28:26: “When
he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the light-
ning of the thunder.” When God’s lightning flashes,
then he speaks in thunder tones and there follows an
abundance of refreshing truth for the refreshing of those
who love righteousness and who are seeking after the
way of God.. “Who hath cleft a channel for the water-
flood, or a way for the lightning of the thunder.” —
Job 38:25, R. V.

HIS TRUTH

A These texts preve that the truth proceeds from
Jehovah and that no creature is the author of the truth.
For this rcason Jesus said: “I can of mine own self
do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is
just: becanse I seek not mine own will, but the will of
the Father which hath sent me. If I hear witness of
myself, my witness is not true.” (John 5:30, 31) And
he also said: “Thy Word is truth.” (John 17:17) As
Jehovah makes his lightnings, the thundering and the
Tain, so his truth is his and he makes it known unto his
creatures in his own due time and good way. He pro-
vides the means or channel by and through which he
brings his truth to his people, and any provision at-
tempted contrary thereto is out of harmony with God.
It follows, therefore, that any one who attempts to carry
on God’s work contrary to God’s way is a worker of
iniquity, for the reason that he is lawless.

" During the pa-~t fifty years God has favored many
by granting unto them some knowledge of his truth.
He used one man in particular and many others in
general as vessels to bear the truth and eall it to the
attention of the people. Many have unwisely honored
the creature that carried the message rather than the
Creator who provides the truth. They have not re-
ceived the truth and held it in the love of the truth
and in the love of the great Giver of truth, and there-
fore they have fallen away. The worship or undue honor
given to a creature is not pleasing to the great Creator.
Many who were enlightened with some truth insisted and
still insist that since 1916 there has been no truth re-
vealed to the church and that therefore the Watch Tower
organization and its publications have not since then
been carrying meat in due season to the household of
faith. For this reason they have held aloof from or
have opposed the strenucus campaign that the Society
has for some time heen carrying on in giving a witness
to the name of Jehovah and to his kingdom. As some
have fallen away Ged has brought forth others for his
name’s sake who have entered into the joy of Christ the
Lord and have gone on singing the praises of Jehovah
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God and obeying his commandments. Now let us take
note of some of the precious truths which God has re-
vealed by his lightnings and which truths he has used
to refresh his people in time of battle, and some that
he has given since 1916.

TIMES OF REFRESHING

2 In the text first above quoted God’s prophet says:
“And he [God] causeth the vapors to ascend from the
ends of the earth.” Vapor or the dew arises from the
earth and brings refreshment to the earth and its vege-
tation. Krequently preceding a copious rain the dew or
vapor in the early morning covers the ground and re-
freshes the things of the earth. It was in the early dawn
of the presence of the Lord about 1875 that refreshing
truths began to be brought to God’s people as he had
promised. That truth refreshed them in a land made
dry and thirsty by the enemy’s agents. That was the
beginning of the fulfilment of the words of Peter:
“Times of refreshing shall come from the presence of
[Jchovah]; and he shall send Jesus Christ, which he-
fore was preached nnto youw” (Acts 3:19, 20) God
continued to bring his refreshing truths to his people
and he gathered them together away from Babylon.

3 In 1914 Jehovah placed his King upon his holy hill
of Zion. (Psalm 2:6) “And out of the throne [sym-
bolic of the kingdom] proceeded lightnings and thunder-
ings and voices.” (Revelation 4:5) Tt was in 1914 that
the nation of righteousness was born, and the great bat-
tle in heaven followed. Thereafter came a great en-
lightenment to the people of God, as it is written: “The
voice of thy thunder was in the whirlwind; the light-
nings lightened the world: the earth trembled and
shook.”—Psalm 77:18, B. V.

14 At that time the great World War began. The voice
of Jehovah was heard above the din of war, and his
lightnings exposed the duplicity of the fraudulent or-
ganization which had taken the name of his beloved Son.
The faithful until 1918 continued to hwrl the hard-
cutting truth, represented by the hail or frozen rain,
against the bulwarks of the enemy; and in that year
Satan, through his emissaries, retarded the witness work.,
Did the revelation of truth stop there? Have God’s
lightnings no more flashed since then? True, that was
a time of discouragement. But what do the faithful do
in such time? They wait upon the Lord and pray to
him. To them through his prophet (Zechariah 10:1,
B. V.) he says: “Ask ye of Jehovah rain in the time
fwhen due] of the latter rain, even of Jehovah that
maketh lightnings; and he will give [you] showers of
rain.”

5 Such was the prayer of the faithful; and the Lord
heard the cry of his people and granted unto them their
heart’s desire, giving them greater light. God alone who
makes lightnings is responsible for the rain which sym-
bolizes his truth. Through his prophet Jeremiah he
says: “Are there any among the vanities of the Gentileg
that can cause rain? or can the heavens [those who
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practise a superstitious worship] give showers? Art not
thou he, O Lord our God? therefore we will wait upon
thee; for thou hast made all these things.” (Jeremiah
14:22) The Lord rewardeth the prayers of his faith-
ful. None others obtain and hold the truth.

THE TEMPLE

16 Tt was in 1918 that the T.ord came to his temple.
Concerning that time it is written in Revelation 11:19:
“And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and
there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament:
and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings,
and an earthquake, and great hail” (Revelation 11:19)
The lightnings of the Lord have heen seen by his peo-
ple since. Jehoval's thundering voice has heen heard
by the faithful and they have joined their little voices
thereto, and probably the earthquake and hail are soon
to follow,

7 (fod’s lightnings and voice of thunder are always
followed guickly by rain. There are no refreshing rains
except those sent by Jehovah God. There is no blessing
of truths received except that which proceeds from God.
Manifestly, then, the language of the prophet applies
since the Tord has come to his temple. “When he uttereth
his voice, there is a tumult of waters in the heavens, and
he causeth the vapors to ascend from the ends of the
cartli: he maketh lightnings for the rain, and bringeth
forth the wind out of his treasuries.”’—Jer. 10: 13, R. V.

THE FACTS

11t was after the Lord came to his temple, to wit,
about 1919, that the lightnings revealed to the people of
God that a great witness work foreshadowed by Klisha
must be done. The Lord was then in his holy temple
for judgment of his righteous ones. (Psalm 11:4, 5)
The approved ones were there given the garments of
salvation and brought under the robe of righteousness,
and it was a time of great rejoicing for them because
they were now made a part of Zion, which is God’s or-
ganization. (Isaiah 61:10) To them Jehovah through
his prophet then said: “Be glad then, ye children of
Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for he hath
given you the former rain moderately [margin, accord-
ing to righteousness], and he will cause to come down
for vou the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain
in the first month.” (Joel 2:23) The refreshing truths
that then came to God’s people caused them to rejoice.

19 After Zion had given birth to the man child (the
new government), after her children were born (Isaiah
66:7, 8), then, clearly in fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy,
Jehovah began to pour out showers of truth upon his
people and since then has continued so to do. No man
or other creature is responsible for those showers of
truth. They have proceeded from Jehovah God through
Christ Jesus his Executive Officer; and those brought
into the temple condition and made members of Zion
have greatly rejoiced by reason of what God has given
them. Malachi represents these truths as made clear
and plain and refined, even as silver is refined, and that
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the sons of Goed whe have been purified and brought
into the temple condition and have remained there,
have continued to offer unto the Lord their offerings
of praise and service in righteousness. (Malachi 3:3)
These have been zealous witnesses for the kingdom and
by their fruits they are made known. The fact that
many once anointed have not rejoiced in the downpour
of truth since 1918 and given proof thereof by par-
ticipating in giving the witness, is strong evidence that
they are not in the temple condition.

TWO GREAT SIGNS

20 Among other truths which God has revealed to his
people since gathering them into the temple condition
are the two great signs or wonders. Those are, to wit,
Satan’s cruel and oppressive organization and God’s
blessed and holy organization; and never before had
God clearly revealed these two organizations to his
people. Such was one of the results of the refreshing
showers of rain. The anointed now see that there is a
deadly conflict hetween the two organizations and that
the climax thereof will be reached in Armageddon when
the evil organization of Satan shall fall never again
to rise.

21 Through his lightnings and eopious downpours of
tain Jehovah’s faithful children in Zion have learned
that the great issue now is, Who is God, and who shall
be the ruler of the world? They know that Jehovah is
God and that he has already begun his rulership by and
through his beloved Son Christ Jesus; therefore, in the
language of the psalmist, they exclaim: “The Lord
reigneth ; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles
be glad thereof. His lightnings enlightened the world:
the earth saw, and trembled.”—Psalnr 97: 1, 4.

22 His lightnings now make clear to those of Zion the
hypoerisy and duplicity of Satan’s organization, particu-
larly the ecclesiastical part thereof, and in chedience to
God’s command the faithful proclaim the time of his
vengeance against that wicked organization. Because
thereof the earthly part of Satan’s organization trembled.

28 The faithful of Zion hear the voice of Jehovah
saying: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”
and such respond: “Here am I; send me.” (Isaiah
6:8) Joyfully they hear and obey the commandments
of Jehovah saying to them: ‘Ye are my witnesses that
T am God. Go and tell the people the message of truth
that they may hear, even though they do not heed.
Before the indignation of Jehovah is expressed in its
fulness against Satan’s organization notice thereof must
be given and this notice or witness work must be done
and will be done by those who are of the temple class.
This is made sure for the reason that all of the temple
class do show forth the glory of Jehovah.—Psalm 29: 9.

24 There will be some among the consecrated who are
the professed followers of Christ, and there are now
some who are neither cold nor hot. They claim to love
God and Christ but they have no heated zeal peculiar to
the Lord’s house. They are standing idle er sitting down
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seeking to develop a sweet and beautiful character. Part
of the time they are making sweet character speeches to
each other. They are lukewarm so far as Christ’s king-
dom is concerned, and therefore the Lord says to them:
“Thus because thou art lukewarm, and ncither hot nor
cold, I am about to vomit thee out of my mouth.”
(Revelation 3:16, Diaglott) TUnless they heed the
warning of the Lord, awaken to their privileges and be-
come zealous and earnest in the Lord’s service, it is
manifegt from his words that such will have no part in
his kingdom,

# To the zealous ones of Zion the Lord through his
faithful witness Paul says: “Stand fast in one spirit
. . . fighting shoulder to shoulder for the faith of the
Good News. Never for a moment quail before your
antagonists. Your fearlessness will be to them a sure
token of impending destruction, but to you it will be
a sure token of your salvation.” (Philippians 1:27, 28,
Weymouth) There is no division amongst such faithful
ones. They see eye to eye and work together in full and
complete harmony to magnify the name of Jehoval.

WHY FEARLESS

26 Why are those of Zion fearless? Not because of
physical prowess, learning or oratory, but because they
have the spirit of the Lord and have entered into his
joy and delight to obey his commandments. Among his
faithful ones there is no distinction, but they are all on
a common level. Prior to the coming of the Lord to his
temple the elders of the ecclesias did the chief part of
witnessing to the publie. But now with the coming of
God’s lightnings and thuuders, his voice and copious
downpours of rain, he has poured out his spirit upon
all the anointed ones without regard to sex, education
or previous condition of servitude. This is exactly ac-
cording to his promise made through his prophet Joel
2:27-29.

*" In his treasury or treasure house God has resorved
these blessings for his people until his own due time;
and exactly on time he has poured out his spirit upon
all the anointed ones. To these he says: “And my peo-
ple shall never be ashamed.” Such faithful and zealous
ones are not ashamed of God, his Christ, and his king-
dom, and they will not shun to declare his whole counsel.
They are fearless because Jehovah has put his Lhand over
them. e has brought them into his secret place and
given his word that they who abide there shall never
suffer evil. To those whom he has brought into the
secret place of the Most High, Jehovah says: “Thou
shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for
the arrow that flieth by day.” (Psalm 91:5) Surely
no onc today can long maintain his anointing if he does
not with zeal and joy enter into the service of the Lord
as opportunity comes to him.

PURPOSE
28 What is Gtod’s purpose in bringing his people into
this condition and giving them the greater measure of
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his spirit? Is it that they might indulge in day dreams
of pleasures to be enjoyed when they reach heaven?
That would hardly be appropriate or necessary, because
not until the faithful reach heaven will they know what
they shall be or how they shall appear. (1 John 3:2)
God through his prophet answers the question concern-
ing those who wish to indulge in such day dreams. Ie
says: “Your old men shall dream dreams.” An old
man is one whose vitality is gone and who lives in the
past and is not zealous for the present or future. “Your
old men” represents a class that is self-centered and self-
satisfied with that which has been acquired. To them
all the truth was given in the past, and no more God’s
lightnings flash. Then says the Lord through his proph-
et: “Your young men shall see visions.” Young men
are vigorous and active and strong. These represent the
class that see God’s purposes concerning his people and
who are diligent to perform their dutics and do so
with gladness of heart. Through his prophet God says:
“Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy.” “Proph-
exv” means to preach, speak or sing, and that is exactly
what God commands that his people must do in this
day. (Isaiah 12:1-6) 'Today there are hundreds of
colporteurs and thousands of class workers going from
door to door preaching the good news of the kingdom
to the glory of God.

2 His lightnings, thunders and rains he has brought
forth from his treasurv at this time and has poured out
his spirit upon all his anointed ones to the end that
these may tell the people of the day of his vengeance
and of s purpose to destroy Satan’s organization, to
make for himself a name, and to establish his govern-
ment of righteousness for the benefit of man. There
could be no other reason why God would say to human
beings: “Ye arc my witnesses that I am God.” God does
nothing in the corner. He will have notice given and he
uses his faithful servants to serve notice upon the peo-
ple, that those may know of his purposes who might
desire to know. The work of thus serving notice or
giving the witness to the name of Jehovah is but the pre-
lude to the great battle of Armageddon. Concerning the
appreaching storm it is written: “He covereth his hands
with the lightning, and giveth it a charge that it strike
the mark. The noise thereof telleth concerning him,
the cattle also concerning the storm that cometh up.”
—Joh 36:32, 33, B. V.

30 Jehovah’s lightnings are not aimless. There is a
well-preconceived purpose in bringing forth at this time
certain truths. His hand is a symbol of his power, and
he covers his hands with the lightnings and strikes
squarely home. His people are cheered thereby, and
the enemy organization trembles. His thindering voice
tells concerning his purpose, and he serves notice upon
the small and the great, even those represented by the
cattle. The declaration of the day of his vengeance is
one part of the commission he gives to his anointed;
therefore the anointed ones, in order to be faithful, must
perform that commission,—Isaiah 61: 2.
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3t Furthermore it is writien: “The angel [God’s rep-
resentative] took the censer [vessel or his organization],
and filled it with fire [truths clear and destructive of
hypocrisy], and deliberately hurled it into the earth
[into Satan's visible organization]: and there were
voices, and thunders, and lightnings.” (Revelation 8: 5)
The great issue now to be determined is, Who is God?
Jehovah has made this the burmng issue now in the
earth and upon his people. He manifests himself by
his lightnings upon ihat issue ; and, since God alone can
send the lightnings, his lichtnings prove and illuminate
that question at issne and plainly point out to his
anointed what they must now do. Those who love him
will keep his commandments and, keeping his command-
ments, ean not refrain from partieipating in singing
{orth his praises that his name may now be exalted.

HIS GRGANIZATION

82 The Prophet Lzcki-l wos given a vision of God's
organization moving into action against Satan’s organi-
zation, Ezekiel was a voung man, just turning thirty
vears of age, and his vision may well be said to set
forth the visions as seen by the “voung men” described
by the Prophet Joel, and which visions, resulting from
God’s lighinings and rain, are scen just preceding the
great battle of Armagedden and the destruction of
Satan’s crganization.

8 In the vision Fzekiel saw a whirlwind come out of
the north, picturing the divine indignation expressed
against Satan’s organization. There appeared to him
in that vision “four living crveatures”. “And every ome
had four faces, and every one had four wings.” (lizekiel
1:3-11) It has been said that these four living crea-
tures represented “the character of God”. That could
not be true, because the four creatures are referred to as
cherubim. The Secriptures show that the cherubim are
God’s servants to exccute his orders. Cherubim were
stationed at the entrance of Fden to execute God's
judgment. Lucifer was a covering cherub and he was
clothed with power to execute orders, cven the power of
death. Cherubim, therefore, are manifestly the represen-
tatives of Jehovah to exccute his judgments.

3¢ In that vision Izekiel saw also four wheels of one
likeness and they all moved harmoniously. This also
manifestly has been improperly interpreted. In modern
times one drew a chart dividing the development of
God’s plan into cyeles, and these wheels in the vision of
Lzekiel have been said to represent those eyeles. That
could not be true, because there is not a single seripture
to support that conclusion and there are numerous serip-
tures against such conclusion.

# Four is a symbolic number representing complete-
ness. Note the words of the prophet in this connection:
“And I looked, and behold, a whirlwind came out of
the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and
a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof
as the colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire.
As for the likeness of the living creatures, their ap-
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pearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the ap-
pearance of lamps: it went up and down among the
living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of
the fire went forth lightning.”—Rzekiel 1: 4, 13.

“ Fire pictures the destructive force God is bringing
to bear upon Satan’s organization. The four living crea~
tures which emerged from these symbols of destruction
seem clearly to picture the living factors of God’s com-
plete organization. The four wheels correspond to the
ancient four-wheeled chariot. In the vision Ezekiel
pictures a firmament high above the heads of the cheru-
him and above the felloes of the four wheels; and above
this entire arrangement, both animate and inanimate,
was seen in the vision the likeness of a throne on whick
a glorious person sat shrined in divine light.

%7 Taken together, the pictures of the creatures and the
inanimate instruments give the appearance of an enor-
mous living chariot-like organization extending high into
the heavens and over all of which Jehovah God presides,
Next to Jehovah is Christ Jesus his great Iixecutive
Officer.” With him in heaven, and as a part of the
great organization, are the risen saints and the legions
of glorious and faithful angels; and down on earth are
the “feet of him”, those who are the members of The
Christ and yet on carth. The entire organization re-
volves within a cirelet of divine wisdom and is directed
by “the wisdom that is from above”. The whole pic-
ture therefore is that of God's mighty organization,
moving into action just preceding the great battle of
Armageddon, and upon which and through which God
rides and presides.

8 Ezekiel said: “And out of the fire went forth
lightning.” That must mean that through God’s or-
ganization his truth is flashed forth. Furthermore the
vision means that cvery part of the divine organiza-
tion moves in exact harmony with the will of the great
Jehovah God. The vision is fulfilled in the day of
God’s vengeance.

% The faithful witnesses of Jehovah must declare
the “day of vengeance of our God” because he has
commanded that it must be done. The faithful rem-
nant constitute a part of God’s organization, against
which the enemy organization is arrayed with the avowed
purpese of destroving the remnant. (Revelation 12:17)
This is proof that the remnant is a part of God’s or-
ganization. The “Society”, as we generally term it, is
a part of that mighty crganization extending from earth
into the highest heaven and which Ezekiel saw, This
is true because the Society, as heretofore defined, means
all the truly consecrated and anointed ones of the Lord
vet on earth who are faithfully striving to obey his
commandments. This is not a statement prompted by
egotism, but a plain statement that the devoted fol-
Jowers of Christ are wholly on Jehovah’s side and make
up that which the prophet deseribes as “willing [volun-
teers] in the day of [his] power”. (Psalm 110:3) The
question each one, therefore, should ask himself is: Am
I a part of that vigorous organization of the Lord, or am
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T lukewarm and indifferent to the great issue now be-
fore the mind of man? The Lord knoweth them that
are his own, and he will have in his organization none of
the lukewarm and indifferent.

#The Prophet Joel also makes mention of God’s
mighty organization which he describes as “his army”.
Zion is the meeting-place of God with his people. Zion
is the name given God’s organization. Joel records a
commandment given which shows that it applies in “the
day of the Lord’s vengeance” and just before tha great
battle of Armageddon begins. Through his prophet the
Lord God of hosts says: “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion,
and sound an alarm in my holy mountain ; let all the in-
habitants of the land tremble: for the day of Jehovah
cometh, for it is nigh at hand.”—Joeel 2:1, &. 1"

#tThen Joel gives a description of God's mighty or-
ganization: “The appearance of them is as the ap-
pearance of horses; and as horsemen, so do they run.”
—Joel 2:4, R. V.

2 Christ Jesus is the great Lxecutive Officer heading
this organization. He is described by the Revelator
thus: “And I saw the heaven opened; and behold, a
white horse, and he that sat thereon called Faithful and
True; and in righteousncss he doth judge and make
war. And his eyes are a flame of fire, and upon his
head are many diadems; and he hath a name written
which no one knoweth but he himself. And he is arrayed
in a garment sprinkled with blood; and his name is
called The Word of God.”—Revelation 19:11-13, R. V.

# Returning to the prophecy of Joel we find a de-
seription of God’s mighty and harmonious organization
moving into action and the eftect it has upon those of
Satan’s organization: “Like the noisc of chariots on tha
tops of the mountains do they leap, like the noise of a
flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a strong peo-
ple set in battle array. At their presence the pooples are
in anguish; all faces are waxed pale.”—Joel 2:5, 6,
R.V.

#t Joel continues with his descviption showing that
God’s great army when going into action is irresistible.
“They run like mighty men; they climb the wall lLike
men of war; and they march every one on his ways, and
they break nof their ranks.” (Verse 7) This verse and
the succceding one show that the entire organization
works in exact harmony, and this is proof that all that
are not in full harmony with Jchovah are not a part of
his organization. “Neither doth one thrust another ; they
march every one in his path; and they burst through
the weapons, and break not off their course.” (Verse 8)
—DPsalm 110: 6,

# Then the description shows Jehovah’s organization
attacking the city (organization) of the enemy, leaping
upon his defences and into his organized systems, and
sending his lightnings of truth into the enemy’s strong-
holds: “They leap upon the city; they run upon the
wall; they climb up into the houses; they enter in at
the windows like a thief.” (Verse 9) The effect thereof
is to cause the earth, the visible part of Satan’s or-
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ganization, to quake, and the heavens, the invisible
part thereto, to tremble. “The earth quaketh before
them ; the heavens tremble; the sun and the moon are
darkened; and the stars withdraw their shining.” —
Verse 10.

46 Like the description of the organization given by
Ezekiel, Jocl shows that Jehovah is over and above it
all, riding upon the heaven of the heavens, and giving
his victorious command to his forces because he is at
the right hand of his beloved Son, the active Field
Marshall: (Psalm 110:5) “And Jchovah uttercth his
voice [thunderous tones] before his army ; for his camp
is very great; for he is strong that executeth his word;
for the dav of Jehovah is great and very terrible; and
who can abide it ?”—Verse 11.

*7The Apostle Paul had a vision somewhat similar to
hose mentioned by the prophets. He gives a descrip-
tion of the church approaching the general assembly of
the firstborn. Ile refers to the thunder and lightnings
that were manifest at the inauguration of the law cov-
enant at Mount Sinai. ITe tells us that the shaking then
and the great demonstration of divine power fore-
shadowed what must now take place with the bringing
in of the kingdom of rightcousness. Then he adds:
“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be
moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God ac-
ceptably with reverence and godly fear; for our God is
a consuming fire.” (Hcbrews 12: 28, 29) Let every one,
therefore, who claims to be anointed of the Lord be-
ware that he opposes not God’s organization that is mov-
ing on to complete victory.

THE FEET MLCMBERS

8 All the feet members must be in harmony and
publish the good tidings of peace and salvation. All
the anointed ones who are watchmen on the walls of
Zion must lift up the voice together and sing the praises
of Jchovah. All such must sce eye to eye, because the
Lord through his prophet says it will be so. (Isaiah
52:7,8) Let all then who are indifferent to or opposed
to the active work of making proclamation of the day
of God’s vengeance, the setting up of his kingdom, and
the blessings that shall follow, step aside and make no
effort to hinder those who are marching in the organiza-
tion of Jehovah. Those who do actively oppose are op-
posing Christ the King and therefore make themselves
a part of the antichrist.

WORK OF THE REMNANT

* As the mighty organization of Jehovah moves on to
the conflict, what part shall be performed by the anointed
oncs on earth? I'or the benefit of the anointed, and to
enlighten them, God made a picture and now illuminates
it that we may understand it.

%0 Jehoshaphat, God’s anointed king of Israel and
therefore the representative of the Most High on earth,
foreshadowed Jehovah’s anointed now on earth. The
rulers of Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir invaded Judah
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to destroy the Israelites. They represented the Devil’s
organization that now, under the leadership of the Drag-
on, goes forth “to make war with the remnant of her
seed which keep the commandments of God and have
the testimony of Jesus Christ”. (Revelation 12:17)
Jehoshaphat prayed to know what might be done to
repel the assault of the enemy, and the Lord God di-
rected him and told him to appoint singers that should
praise the Lord in the beauty of holiness, and that they
should be put in the van of the organization of the
Israclites and march out against the enemy. This they
did; and when they began to sing and praise Jehovah
he set an ambush against the enemy and they were
smitten.—2 Chronicles 20:1-23.

51 Thus the Lord tells his anointed on earth that while
his great and mighty organization is moving into bat-
tle, the part to be performed by the feet members of
The Christ is to sing. We are now in “that day” and God
says to his people: “And in that day shall ye say, Praise
the Lord, call upon his name, declare his doings among
the people, make mention that his name is exalted.
Sing unto the Lord ; for he hath done excellent things:
this [make] known in all the earth. Cry out and shout,
thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Ioly One of
Israel in the midst of thee.”—Isaiah 12:4-6.

52 Human voices, well trained and tuned together,
yield the most harmonious music that has yet fallen on
human car. The harmonious and sweet song of the
anointed remnant is the message of truth announcing
that Jehovah is God, Christ is earth’s rightful Ruler,
and God’s government of righteousness will bring bless-
ings to all the families of the earth. The company of
the anocinted is small in numbers but “great” in the
strength of the Lord; and this little company, going
forth with happy faces and harmonious songs of joy
upon their lips telling the message of the Lord, strikes
terror into the heart of the enemy’s organization. That
is the part to be performed by those on earth. The in-
visible army of the Lord of hosts will accomplish the
other and most important part of this work.

53 Those who have a burning zeal for the Lord and his
kingdom will not need to be urged to be his witnesses,
but with gladness of heart and with a song of praise
upon their lips they will go from door to door and tell
the people that the time has come when Jehovah God
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will make a name for himself in the earth and that the
blessings of the people shall follow shortly thereafter.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What is the ultimate purpose of all things that Jehovah has
provided? Tllustrate in what secondary way these things
have been used by him. T 1-3.

To whom do all the natural laws, and the means of applying
them, Dbelong? Account for man’s ability to use them.
Lxplain the symbolism of “lightning”. When are ‘Je-
hovah's lizhtnings’ manifested? | 4-7.

Show the symbolism of “thunder” and of “rain”. Illustrate,
in the relation of lizhtning, thunder and rain, God’s means
and manner of giving the truth to his people. How may
any procedure contrary thereto be classified? § 8-10.

What revelation of truth have God’s people received in the
Iast half-century? To whom is the credit due? To hold
the truth. how must it he received? What position have
some assumed respecting present truth, and with what
result to them and to others? ¥ 11.

From whom, to whom, when, and how, did the “times of re-
freshing” come, and with what result? Give the applica-
tion of “out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thun-
derings and voices”., Show the attitude of the faithful at
that time and how Jehovah answered their prayer. § 12-13.

Prove when and how Revelation 11: 19 swas fulfilled. § 16, 17.

What have the ‘lishtnings from the temple’ revealed? and
what abundant “latter rain” has Jehovah showered upon
his people? T 18, 19.

Point out the two “wonders” revealed to those in the temple
condition, and the importance of discerning them. 720, 21.

What qualities purticularly distinguish Satan’s organiza-
tion? What is the nature of the message now to bz
given, and when and by whom will it be declared? 22, 23.

Point out the qualities identifying the faithful remnant.
Describe another class of the consecrated, and show the
danger of their position. § 24, 23.

Account for the fearlessuess of the Zion class. § 26, 27.

For what purpose did Jehovah bring forth his ‘lightnings
and thunderings and rains’? What responsibility and priv-
ilege attended, and with what result? § 28, 29,

Prove that God has a definite and special "purpose in re-
vealing certain truths at this time, What docs this fact
mean to the anointed? ¥ 30, 31.

Describe Ezekiel’s vision of God's orgunization, and explain
the prominent features thereof. When was the vision ful-
filled, and with what test confronting the anointed ?  32-39.

With Ezckiel's vision in mind, show the harmony therewith
of JoolI's prophecy as to (a) the organization and its
leadership, (b) the qualities manifested by the actors
therein, und (¢) the nature and purpose of their activities.
9 40-46,

Apply Paul’s picture of Sinai to shiow the importance of a
proper appreciation of our relation to Jehovah and of
obedience to that which he has committed to his anointed.
What alternatives now face every member of the anointed?
T 47, 48.

Compare the circumstance of the “remnant” to the position
of Israel under Jehoshaphat before the armies of Ammon,
Moab and Mount Seir. What is the part performed by
the “remnant”, how is it done, and for what purpose?
§49-53.

Behold, deliverance is at hand!
Jehovah God gives us command:
‘Go through the gates, the people lead,
Ye heirs of God and Abraham’s seed!
For 'tis your work, as Zion’s sons.
Cast up the highway, but the stones
All gather out, Truth’s standard grand
Lift up for man in every land.



THE GOLDEN AGE OF PROPHECY

HE ancients told of a golden ase when men, fol-
lowing the pursuits of agriculture, dwelling peace-
fully one with another, enjoyed the pleasures of

each other and the fruits of the earth, and all the earth
was at peace and rest. But however much this picture of
the days of long ago may have dwelt in the minds of the
ancients, men have long given up the thought that such
days ever really existed, or that men could ever have
had a time so peacefully happy.

Also it is true that poets and dreamers have visualized
a kind of golden age to come when men would live in
enjoyment of the fruils and blessings of the earth in
conditions of peace and safety.

But, human nature being what it is, practical men
can not conceive of a time when domestic sirife, or strife
between the nations, shall cease; and to most men the
idea of living at peace, without commercial rivalry and
strife of aggression, would be too dull to enjoy. The
thousands of years of human expericnee convinece every
man of thought that there is no hope that men will
ever come together as brothers, each caring for the other’s
welfare as much as for his own; each man living not for
self but for the general welfarc of the race as a family.
So deep in human nature ave the roots of selfishness, so
great a hold has it got on the hearts of men, it is man-
ifest to all that apart from some power of which men are
at present ignorant they have nothing to cause them to
expect a change.

Religionists believe that if they could get an oppor-
tunity they could do much to bring about the happy con-
dition, and moralists believe they could help; the social-
ist is certain he could help, if men would accept and live
according to his ideals. But organized religion is failing
in the earth, and morality is helpless against the weight
of the world’s disregard of righteousness; while the
socialist has no cure for that moral deflection which has
been the ruin of men.

The Bible is the only book in the world which claims
to speak for God, and is the only one hearing evidence
that it does so. It tells of a golden age enjoyed in the
past, and of one yet to come which will be far better
than all the fond dreams of men and more than the
heart can conceive. Further it tells of those who
have lived and suffered and died during the dark cen-
turies of ignorance who shall then be brought into life
and have equal opportunities of enjoying the blessings
of the Creator. To those who are unacquainted with
the Bible and with the power of Jehovah such a vision
seems quite beyond the range of possibility, and it is
hardly a matter of syrprise when there is hesitancy in
accepting what the prophets say.

Mythology represcnts man’s golden age as being
those days when men were yet few in number, were as
one family, with one language, and before wars had
broken out in the earth. Those days correspond with
that time and those conditions which the Bible tells
existed soon after Eden when men of necessity turned

to the fields for their means of life, and when Jubal
learned to handle the harp and organ, and Tubal-cain
hecame an instructor of every artificer in brass and irom,
and Lamech became father of the poets.

The golden age of man was earlier than those days,
and it lasted only from the time of Adam’s creation until
the day when he and Fve were driven from the gavden
of Yden, probably not more than two years. During
that time Adam, and then he and his spouse, lived in
perfeet happiness because they were pure in heart and
mind and perfect in body. They were in harmony with
their Creator, and enjoyed cach other’s company in com-
munion with him; there was nothing to mar their hap-
piness; they were free from care and pain and every
manner of those distresses which have so heavily aflicted
their children. It truly was a golden age. It is the same
Word of God which tells of a golden age yet to come
which all of Adam’s children may enjoy.

The Bible is not at all what those believe it to he who
have listened to the preachers. It is neither the torch-
light of human civilization as the churches have claimed
for it, nor on the other hand does it carry the dreadful
dogmas of human doom as they have so shamefully
taught. It carries no evidence that God ever intended
it to be used as a supporter of such civilization as the
churches and Christendom have visualized and tricd to
bring under control of the earth. It is God’s light to
guide men to his purposes and into their acceptance of
his will, But God has not yet given the Bible to the
world as such. The time for that is yet to come in the
day, now soon to break upon the world, when the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God shall cover the
earth, when truth concerning him shall be {full and frec,
and when all flesh shall see the salvation of Ged. —
Isaiah 40: 5.

Hitherto the Bible has served to guide the servants of
God into the knowledge of his will to the measure in
which it has pleased him to reveal that will; from time
to time he has given just so much light upon its pages
as would serve his purpose. To the lovers of God his
Word has been ‘a lamp to their feet and a light to their
patl’, as they have walked through the intricacies of this
world’s policies.

The Bible is man’s book of liberty. True there is no
book like it for marking the degradation of man, none
which so faithfully notes his weaknesses, his sin, and
his need of pardon from his Maker; but from first to
last it tells of the great hope which man has because of
the sure and certain word of his Creator. It begins with
the story of man’s happiness, a kind of golden age, and
it ends with a description of such an age brought again
to man, but with its blessings enlarged so as to bring
the fullest satisfaction and completest joy to all men.

But before the Bible’s story can be received it is neces-
sary 1o reject the creedal interpretations. These, profes-
sedly set forth to tell what the Bible teaches, have totally
perverted its meaning. The creed-makers took the plain
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words of scripture to support dogmas which were in-
tended to give support to their various church systems,
rather than to tell what God has revealed. These men
were the tools of Satan, being overreached by that wily
adversary of God. Consequently they accepted Satan’s
denial of God’s word, when he said to Adam he should
surely die if he ate of the fruit of the tree of knowledge,
as being true. Satan said that God had told what was
not true, knowing it was not true, and the churches
have accepted Satan’s word and have believed that God
did not speak the plain truth when he said that Adam
should die. They took, and still retain, the pagan dogma
of human immortality as the full explanation of their
acceptance of Satan’s lie.

The student must accept that 1-an is mortal and is
subject to death. Every statement in the Bible shows
this to be the case. The dogma of hell torment must be
rejected as being a blasphemy upon the Creator: it is a
doctrine of demons. The fiction of heaven as a place
where all good, mild, feeble-minded persons go at death,
equally with those who have sought to know and do the
will of God, and the footstep followers of Jesus of
Nazarcth who have served him at all costs: this also
must be cast aside. Further, the teaching of the churches
that the earth is not the home for man, that really he
is a spirit being whose permanent condition must be
apart from any earthly organism: that foo must go.
Clearing the mind of these obstructions we may then
turn fo the Bible for its light, confident that he who
gave it will give light to the earnest seeker who wants
that knowledge that he may live in harmony with God’s
will and render to Jehovah the honor due to his name.

Moreover it is as necessary to clear the mind of the
dogmas of so-called science as of the creedal dogmas.
The savants of science very dogmatically declare that
man is the result of evolutionary processes, and that
the earth has been his home for unknown hundreds of
thousands of years: they will hear of nothing to the con-
trary. To all these the Bible’s story is but a fable; but
the theologian claims it for the support of his dogmas.
Neither theology, nor science, as men use those terms,
lead man anywhere but into the wilderness of doubt
and uncertainty.

But taking the Bible as the Word of God given to tell
man of his purposes towards humanity and the earth,
and to bring man, the crowning glory of all mundane
things, into close relationship with his Creator, we get
the reason for man’s existence and an account of how
it came about. In other words, the man who allows
God to be his guide to knowledge, and who seeks to do
the will of God, is entered thereby into a fuller knowl-
edge than that which Adam sought to secure in a sur-
reptitious manner when he was tempted to his fall. He
wanted knowledge out of God’s way and time, The Bible
is commonly supposed to be so difficult or so mysterious
a book that it can not be understood. Those who pro-
fess to teach it have sheltered their ignorance of it
behind its difficulties, and have made out that its mys-
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tery is all the more reason for holding it in reverence.
They prefer the book to be loocked at and held as a
fetish rather than that its contents should be known.
The priests of organized religion have become the high
priests of the god of ignorance. The Bible would not
have been considered so difficult if it had not been the
policy of ecclesiastics to keep its knowledge from the
people.

Beginning at its first chapter God began to tell why
he created man. (Genesis 1:26-28) TFirst it tells of the
creation of the earth; then of man who was to be God’s
representative in the earth with dominion over all an-
imal life of whatever form. The creation of the earth
was for God’s own pleasure, and to increase the pleasure
of his creatures.

When the earth was prepared God then formed man
of the dust of the ground, thus making him one with
that which man himself calls his mother earth. That he
was formed with a structure similar to that which is
found in all other earthly creaturcs indicates that God
decided such structure was the best for all earthly be-
ings. It does not indicate that man has evolved from
a lower estate, as the worldly-wise declare. God pre-
pared a garden for man where he would be sheltered
from the more difficult conditions which obtained in
the earth and where with time for meditation he could
begin to gather expericnce. He had work given to him,
but not such as demanded instruments of agriculture.
Then with perfect environment, and without ache or
pain of body or mind, and with nothing to mar perfect
happiness, with sufficient work- to keep him occupied,
man found himself living in what since then men would
fondly call a golden age.

But there was a place for self-will to enter, for there
was a slight limitation put upon the man; and perfect
though his organism and his circumstances were, he
fell before a desire to have his own way rather than that
which was marked out for him by his Creator. His
golden age ended. There was no longer communion with
the Creator; there was sense of shame; there was an
opening for recrimination between himself and his wife;
sorrow, pain, trouble, distress began, and there followed
all those things which have made human life to be filled
more with sorrow than with pleasure. The gain of self-
will was nothing to the loss entailed. Man gained free-
dom from the slight limitation which the law of his
Creator put upon him, but he fell under the terrible
bondage of sin and death.

Sinee that day the children of Adam have followed
in the way he took. Their history is written in strife
and blood. Today, more than 6000 years after the fall,
the world, flattering itself that it has reached a high
standard of intelligence, has almost ruined itself with
fratricidal war, and seems unable to learn any lesson
from its foolishness. There is no prospect that man will
learn. There is nothing to show that he can learn since
he is so fast bound with passion, fear and jealousy. He
can not break loose from his environment.
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In their visions of “the perfect day” the prophets paid
1o attention to the apparent inability of man to produce
it. They do not concern themselves with problems. For
them, problems do not exist: they know the power of
God. To them, everything depends upon him. Thus
Isaiah says, speaking for Jchovah, “Surely as I have
thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have pur-
posed, so shall it stand.” (Isalah 14:24) The prophets
do not concern themselves with sewage problems and
educational schemes, but with the manifestation of the
power of God, with the change of heart which acceptance
of his will can bring, and with the blessings which fol-
low when the laws of God are kept.

As the Prophet Isaiah says more than the other
prophets about the kingdom of rightecusness to be cs-
tablished in the earth, we may take him as the typical
messenger of Jehovah in relation thereto, though it is
ever to be remembered that all God’s prophets have had
the times of restitution in view. (Acts 3:21) Ile hegins
his prophecy by declaring that Israel, fallen into corrup-
tion, will ultimately be healed by God and be restored
to their first estate. He sees Isracl once again as when
they were bhefore Jehovah at Mount Sinai, counted ac-
ceptable to him ; but now purified from their defilement
received through their sins against God and their cov-
enant. Then he tells of the blessings which, immediately
afterwards, will be found by the nations; for, secing
God’s ancient people again enjoying the favor of Je-
hovah, they will themselves go to him. They will learn
that God made all men of one blood: that all are of one
family ; they will turn from wars, and then will begin
the rule of brotherly love.—Isaiah 2:1-4.

Isaiah then speaks of the time when all nature shall
be in harmony, when there shall be nothing to hurt nor
destroy in all God’s kingdom ; of how Jehovah, the God
of all the earth, will make a feast of fat things for all
people, and will at that time destroy the vail that is
over the cyes of all people, that all may know him from
the least to the greatest and may rejoice in the bless-
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ings he has for them. In that same kingdom God will
swallow up death in victory, and wipe the tears from
off all faces. (See Tsaiah 11:6-9; 25:6-9.) Later he
tells how the ransomed of the Lord will refurn (from the
condition of death and condemnation thereto) and will
walk along the highroad which God provided for all
till they come to Zion, that is, to the acceptance of his
government, where joy and gladness shall be obtained
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. This is a pic-
ture of the whole race of mankind returning from the
state of death to the blessings of life according to God’s
original purpose for man. It corresponds to the psalm-
ist’s comprehensive but mere concise statement, “Thou
turnest man to destruction ; and savest, Return, ye chil-
dren of men.” (Psalm 90:3) The ransom which God
has provided includes every man, whenever he lived, for
Jesus Christ by the grace of God tasted death for every
man.—Isaiah 35; Hebrews 2: 9.

In those days men will receive the labor of their hands
and will dwell in peace; men shall build houses and
inhabit them, shall plant vineyards and eat the {ruit
thereof. No land-grabbers allowed, there will then be no
possibility of any one’s jostling a man out of his pos-
sessionis by some trivial illegality.~—Isaiah 65:21, 22.

These pictures by Isaiah are repeated in other words
by the prophets. Jeremiah tells of the time when Je-
hovah will make a new covenant with the ancient people,
which in turn will see the whole world brought to peace
and rest. But the grand climax of all prophetic state-
ments, and of all that has gone in association with them,
ig found in the Apostle John's last vision, where he tells
of the kingdom of heaven coming down upon earth, and
that God will tabernacle with men and will himself wipe
the tears from every eye and banish for ever everything
which is out of harmony with his will, so that his great
human {amily may dwell in peace before him. (Revela-
tion R1:3, 4) Such is the golden age which the Bible
discloses. Tt is as sure as God is all-powerful to do
whatever he will.

WHAT DID JESUS COME TO SAVE?

ig come to seck and to save that which was lost.”

(Luke 19:10) We ask, What is meant when men
speak of salvation, and what did Jesus mean? We an-
swer, The eommon conception is expressed in various
ways. To the fervent revivalist, “getting saved” means
much the same as the old phrase “getting religion”, and,
when it is not mere exciternent, is outwardly manifested
by a sudden turring from a life of self-indulgence or
vice to a gencral deceney of living, espeeially when this
is coupled with a religious fervor. Te many the word
means getting saved from hell torment ; for this, theugh
only the figment of a wild imagination, has through

JESUS, speaking of himself said, “The Son of man

false teachers been made sufficiently real to millions to
put them presently in torment. In what may be called
the somewhat higher ways of religious thought, and as
the term was used by the old-time Mcthodist, “getting
saved” meant a consciousness of acceptance with God
through faith in his Word concerning Jesus Christ. It
alse meant getting deliverance from the law of sin which
rules in every heart by nature. But even with him salva-
tion included deliverance from eternal torment, which he
believed was the doom of every one who did not accept
Christ, that is, whe did not “get religion”. Belief in
Jesus as the Savior of mankind and joining a chureh
has been accepted as an assurance against the possibility
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of being cast into hell torment. From Rome down, all
the churches have sedulously taught that it is only as
men give themselves into the care of the church are they
fully covered against future evil. Thus salvation came
mainly to mean the scnse of being saved from fear of
eternal torment, the dread thing which has ruled in
Christendom from the earliest days of the dark ages till
now.

We cast aside the vain ideas taken from creedal teach-
ing, and look at what the Dible says; for all that can
be known of man’s present relationship with God, and
all that can be known of what is beyond the grave, must
come from it. There ix no other light on the things of
life and death than that which God has already given
in his Word. 1Te whoy like the spiritist, secks knowledge
{rom any other source, as the spiritist does when he goes
to the dead and sccks light from the darkness of the
grave, soon finds himself in communication with demons
who personate the dead, anfl is soon led aside. All such
are hrought into positive danger to themselves, for they
cagily hecome the dupes of those demons who after the
{lnod attempted to lead men from God. These have yet
the same spirit of rebellion, and seek with greediness the
minds and bodies of all those who come to them, making
them vietims of their ill will against both God and men.
Such despisers of God seck that which is forbidden, and
do it at their peril, even as Live sought knowledge other
than from the Creator and was led into death thereby.
Forbidden fruit has its pleasures, but the result of par-
taking of it must bring suffering and may mean sev-
erance from (rod.

In the Old Testament the word salvation is most fre-
auently met with in the P’salms and in the prophecy of
Isainh. It docs not always mean the same thing. Its
first mention is hy Jacoh, who in his last days said, “I
have waited for thy salvation, O Jehovah!” (Genesis
49:18) Jacob, for whom it may he said that evil cir-
cumstances seemed ready to settle about him nearly all
the days of his life, is typical of the servants of Jehovah
in all days, who sometimes fall through their own mis-
takes, or sometimes through the providences of God are
brought into positions of difficulty and danger. In the
evening time of his life, when he was under the shelter
of Joscph and of Pharaoh, and that through the shelter-
ing care of his (God, he said God's angel had preserved
him from all evil. The rest and preservation was God’s
salvation realized. To him salvation was deliverance
from his fears, his difficulties, and the assurance which
came thereby that God was with him and that he was
accepted as one who shared the covenant blessings
which God had given to his father Isaac and his grand-
father Abraham.

The words of the people in the day when Jehovah gave
Israel victory over the Philistines through the prowess
and courage of Jonathan, whose life was in danger
through the foolish vow of his father, give the general
note of the Old Testament scriptures as to salvation.
The people said, “Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought
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this great salvation {deliverance] in Israel ?” (1 Samuel
14:45) So the psalmist cries.on behalf of the people
oppressed by their enemies, “Cause thy face to shine:
and we shall be saved.” (I’salm 80:3) Thus the sense
of rest and protection is a present salvation,

The 22d Psalm tells of the sufferings of one who in
his distress cries out, “My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?” and, “All they that sce me laugh me to
scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head,
saying, He irusted on the Lord that he would deliver
him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him,
. .. They look and stare upon me [their victim]. They
part my garments among them.” (Psalm 22:1, 7, 8,
17,18) Some of these words were spoken by Jesus at his
crucifixion, and some were fulfilled at that time. (See
Matthew 27:46; John 19:23.) Trom these passages
it becomes comparatively easy to see that the one who
is specially spoken of in the Psalms, whether in distress
or in vietory, is Jesus. But frequently his faithful fol-
lowers are counted as with him, so that his experiences
are theirs also. He and they are seen in one: the
anointed company. This was the mystery which was
disclosed to the church in the days of Jesus and the
apostles. Thus the personal note in the Psalms is true
prophecy: it was partly fulfilled at the first advent; it
is completed in the true church’s experience at the
second coming of Christ.

When Jesus was born it was declared that a Savior
was born. He was called “Savior” hecause he would
deliver his people from their sins. This was not what
the people expected of the Messiah: they wanted a king
and power. But God had a work to do for his people
before he could give them what they wanted. They must
first turn from their evil ways before God could bless
them to the service of others. Through the ransom and
justification through the spirit there was deliverance to
be got from the great foe, and the life henceforth could
be lived for God. 'This salvation from the power of
sin was deliverance from the greatest ruling force that
men have known.

But there was a special danger then threatening Israel
as a people. John the Baptist had come telling of a
time of judgment and implying national distress and
perhaps disaster. He said fire should burn up the chaft
of the nation. (Matthew 3:10, 12) Also Jesus definite-
ly foretold that trouble and distress would be sure to
come upon the people. The apostles thought that the
trouble would come quickly, and though it did not come
as soon as they expected, it was ever before their eyes.
Thus Peter urged all who would hear to save themselves
from that untoward generation.—Acts 2: 40.

In time they discerned that there was to be a gen-
eral judgment upon the Gentile peoples as well as upon
the Jews. Thus to the disciples salvation meant com-
plete deliverance from the thraldom of sin and the
Devil; from the fear of death, for the resurrection of
Jesus proved that dread thing could not keep them in
its grip; and from fear of proving unacceptable to God
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at the last; and it included deliverance from the terrors
of the time of trouble into which Jewry was fast going,
and also from that of later times which would be upon
all the earth.—Matthew 24.

Thus (1) the Bible, as in Jacob’s case, tells of a salva-
tion which has the sense of the care and protection of
@od. This means that it is possible for those who are
saved to know that they are in a position where no evil
power can hurt them. It does not mean that such will
not be subjected to those things which are common
to humanity; but it does mean that they know they are
in the care of God and that none of these things can
come upon them without his knowledge; and that, if
allowed, they are under his control; also that he will
cause good to result, for to these “all things work to-
gether for good”. (Romans 8:28) Then (2) the Bible
tells of a personal salvation from the power of sin and
from the power of Satan, the ruler of the realm of sin.
It is of this, gained through the holy spirit, Paul writes,
“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the holy spirit.” (Titus
8:5) Further (3) there is the complete salvation to be
tealized when the follower of Jesus, faithful unto death,
is given the promised reward of his faith, and is received
as joint-heir of Jesus, the exalted Son of God. This sal-
vation is referred to by the Apostle Peter when he tells
of the inheritance undefiled which awaits the faithful:
“To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.”—1 Peter
1:4.

But these deliverances are local, either to the in-
dividual, or to time and circumstances, and they do not
touch the world need. The question remains, What did
Jesus mean when he said he came to seek and to save
that which was lost? His words may be taken in two
ways. He might mean that he had come to seek those
who were lost, which would mean the whole human fam-
ily, and not merely those who thought or knew that with-
out the sense of the protection of their God they were lost;
or it might mean that which man had lost by his sin,
namely, life in communion with God. Whichever way
this is taken it tells of the loss of life, and an endcavor
to retrieve the loss.

But then we ask, What of the world’s salvation? Un-
doubtedly in the sight of God the whole race is under
condemnation because of sin. No man has the right to
life, for Adam’s sin brought him and all his children
into danger of everlasting death. But when God gave his
Son Jesus to be a ransom price for all men, and pre-
sented him as one who should bear away the sin of the
world, and arranged for him to be the deliverer of men
from their darkness and bondage, it is apparent that
there is an offset which subsequent to the sin which
brought the condemnation completely alters the situa-
tion. The ransom means deliverance from the condem-
nation, and includes the possibility of restoration. De-
liverance is to be experienced in the time of resurrec-
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tion. The first thing that man will get as he comes
from the grave will be a surprise. Those who have died
knowing only the teachings of orthodoxy will find that
instead of a judge seated upon a fiery throne, and the
vast multitudes of human beings gathered round it, and
the majority being hurled into torment worse than the
mind of man can conceive, there is deliverance before
him, with the fullest possibility of life, and himself
under the care of the Savior who died for him. He will
soon discover the strict necessity of obedience to the law
of righteousness which will then be in operation, but
there he will find nothing to hinder him, but every-
thing to help him.

We ask for some, Is there then no need to fear that
on death sinners fall into eternal torment, or if the
“Judge of all the earth” should suddenly come to wind
up earth’s affairs (as ecclesiastics have declared), no
need to fear that dread thing then? The answer to both
questions is, No! The provision of the Redeemer by
Jehovah, the fact that he himself has provided a ran-
som price and has arranged for the world to have a
Savior Judge and for a day of judgment which lasts
one thousand years, is full proof that the theologians
have been all wrong in their declarations about God
and his purpose toward men.

The Apostle Paul says, God “will have all men to
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth”.
(1 Timothy 2:4) First he saves them from death; and
then, by means of the provision he has made through the
reign of Christ, he will have them taught the truth con-
cerning him so that they may learn the ways of right-
eousness. It is ignorance of him and pride which have
kept men away from him; it is knowledge of God which
is the first necessity in the salvation of man. Jesus said,
“This is life eternal, that they might know thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”
—John 17: 3.

Adam’s children were not taught the truth about God.
Abel found out that he could please God by secking to
do his will and showing a desire for that course. But as
the days went by darkness gathered about men, and
Satan, whose lying deception began the trouble, saw to
it that the deception became greater and not less. Man
began to fear God and to think evil of him, blaming
him for his misery.

As the human family increased, the darkness became
more dense. The first coming of Jesus did not enlighten
the world so that it should know him. But God had
provided the day of enlightenment when all flesh shall
come to know God, whom to know is to love. That day
is about to break forth with its light and healing warmth.
Those whose eycs are open by the seeing of faith see this
full salvation of man from all his burdens and sorrows,
and see him enjoying the blessings which God designed
to give to him. And Jesus “shall see of the travail of his
soul, and shall be satisfied” as he sees man enjoying
these blessings.—Isaiah 53: 11.

But the messengers of Jehovah have a present mes-
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sage for all men concerning the things now happening
and coming on the world. Lvery intellizgent man knows
that tie world is undergoing a great change. Lvery-
thing is in proeess of movement; but no one, unless he
is enlightiened by the Scriptures, knows what the move-
ments are or what they portend. The Bible Sludent
knows these things are thowe foretold by the prophets
of God and by Jesus himself. They are the changes
which will carry away the institutions of*the present
vorld order preparatory to the establishment of the new.
As the movements are world-wide and include every-
thine connecled with human affairs, it is clear that they
involve the great time ol trouble ¢f which Danicl spole
and which Jesus said would eomie with his relurn. None
will escape that which must be conzardered as the neces-
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gary condemnation of that trouble except he is “under
the shadow of the Almighty”.

Again, as in the days immediately preceding the
downfall of Jerusalem, which brought upon that unhap-
pyv people, the Jews, the greatest trouble any city ever
experienced, the cry from the servants of Jehovah goes
forth, “Save yourselves from this untoward generation.”
Tte who will may come under the shelter of the great
rock of the truth, and find himself protected by it, both
{from flerce heat of that day and from the withering
blasts which threaten to destroy humamty. He who
knows rests in the Word of God, and in the goodness of
God, and in the certainty that God can and will carry
out his purposes to bless humanity, even using the sharp
lesson of the trouble as part of his means to that end.

LETTERS FROM AFIELD

‘PRESSING THE BATTLY
Iy DEARLY BET.OVLD DRoTHER RUTHERFORD:

Althourh T know that you are very busy I ecan’t refrain
from sending a few lines about a very interesting result of
our Ireedom campaign, It bas stivred the people up to such
a deqree that all the leading conservative papers and many
suialler papers have published articles against us, taking
from {(he I'reedo:n booklet just such parls as we specially
wanted to have spread amongst them, or instance:

“Big business and professional poiiticians, aided and sup-
ported hy faithless cleruy, have fastened the shackles upon
the wrists of {he common pcople ”

“Christendom  so-called is a fraudulent name used to
de ceive the common people and hold them in subjection.”

“Grod has deerecd and declored that there shall come upon
the world a time of tribulution such as never was Known;
avd that during that trouble ‘Christendom’ or ‘organized
Christianity’, so-called, and all of Satan's organization shall
be destroyed.”

“iod bids the peoples to abandon and for ever forsake
‘Christendom’ or ‘ovganized Christianity’ and turn  com-
potely away from it, because it is the Devil’s organization,”
ete.

Sased upon all these statements they tried to prove that
we are boishevists. That statemoent gave us an opportunity
to have our reply in the same papers, in which reply we
showed that we had nothing to do with bolshevists and that
the whole opposition acainst vs had its origin in the clergy
who were not witling to let the people know about the new
King and about his kingdom which is now being established
in order to bless all the meek whe love rightcousness with
life, health and happiness, And in that way also the con-
servatists got a geod witness. and we of course rejoiced.

When we sent our reply to the various papers we wrote
that if they do not publish it in two weeks we will take
the liberty to ¢o what we find to be best, and so some of
the papers informed their readers that they published our
reply because we had threatened to do something if they
did not.

As an amusing point T can mention that before we
scarcely knew about the articles in the conservative papers
and before we had taken any steps against them some labor
papers published very critical and ironical articles against
the conservatives showing their stupidity as they tried to
classify us amongst bolshevists because we were using as
our base just the same Bible which they claim to support.

As an interesting item I can also mention that many more
of the common people have recently left the churches here
than ever before. It is very reasonable to think that this
has been as a result of the Freedom booklet.

In our canvass we have found one who heard on the radio
your wonderful lecture from Toronto. It was a little pity

that we knew too late about vour lecture from Albany. If
we had kuown it earlier we could have done sometiing in
coanection with it to advance the Truth. When Drother
Balzereit recently spoke in Berlin it was a great joy for us
to Lear it.

As we expeet to have our main convention in September,
about the 20th, it would be a great joy if it would be pos-
sible for you to visit at that time northern Europe and
also our convention,

Rejoicing over our opportunities and appreciating them
highly, I heg you to accept my warmest greetings and
Christian love!

Your grateful brother by his grace,
KaaArro Havreva,—Finland.

“FOUR HOURS A WEEK”
Drar BrETHREN
We, the undersigned workers of the ecclesia at Denver,
Colorado, desiring to express our appreciation to our heaven-
ly Father for the kingdom interests lie has so graciously
placed in our hands, do hereby promise fhe Lord that we
will, to the best of our ability, engage in the service work
at least four hours a week, and call on twenty-five or more
familics with the gospel of the kingdom, until he shall say,
‘Come up higher’; the above being subject, of course, to our
physical ability to do so.
LEver your brethren and fellow workers in Zion.
[IIere follow thirty signatures.}

INSPIRED AND ENCOURAGED
DrAr BRETHREN :

Your letter relative to Brother Watt’s visit with us was
read to the class, and by a unanimous vote they requested
me to express to you their appreciation of his visit with us,
for he was indeed an inspiration and encouragment to the
San Antonio class.

Seeing his untiring zeal for the Lord and his cause has
awakened us to our responsibility and duty and has caused
many to renew their actlivity in the Lord’s service.

We are truly thankful to our heavenly Father, and to you,
dear brethren, for sendinz Brother Watt among us. The
San Antenio ecclesia greatly appreciate your labor of love
in our behalf and daily remember you at the throne of grace.

Your brethren by his grace,
SAN ANTONIO IECCLESIA.

J. M. KiMPoxt, ScC'y.
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