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Upon the earth distress o f  nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves [the restless, discontented] roaring; men’s hearts failing them 
tor tear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth : for the powers o f heaven shall be shaken. . . . When these 
things begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom o f God is at hand. Look up, and lift  up your heads: fo r  your redemption 
draweth nigh.— Luke 2 1 :2 5 -3 1 ; Matthew 2 4 :3 3 ;  Mark 1 3 :2 9 ,



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

THIS journal is published by the W a t c h  T ow eb  B ible  a n d  T kact So ciety  f o r  the purpose 
o f aiding the people to understand the divine plan. It provides systematic Bible study in 
which all its readers may regularly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to 

Bible classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives reports thereof. It an­
nounces radio programs and publishes suitable Bible instruction for broadcasting.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed Word o f Truth. It stands firmly upon the 
great ransom sacrifice as the fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It is 
free from parties, sects and creeds of men. It does not assume a dogmatic attitude, but confi­
dently invites a careful examination o f its utterances in the light of the infallible Word of God. 
It does not indulge in controversies, and its columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of 

heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; 
that the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the 
Logos became a man; that ho is now the Lord Jesus Christ 
in glory, clothed with all power in heaven and earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect 
man for the earth and placed him upon i t ; that man wil­
fully disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that 
by reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are bom sinners 
and without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he 
might become the Redeemer of man ; that he gave his life 
a sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; 
that Jesus the divine arose from the dead, ascended into 
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as 
the redemptive price for man.
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THAT for many centuries God, through Christ, has been 
selecting from amongst men the members of his church, 
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of 
the church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ 
Jesus, grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and 
plan of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with 
Christ Jesus in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head 
and body, constitutes the “ seed Or Abraham” through which 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesra 
has returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed 
Christ Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations 
and peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE HOPE of the peoples of earth is restoration 
to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that the 
reign of Christ will afford opportunity to every man to 
have a fair trial for life and those who obey will live on 
earth for ever in a state of happiness.
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BOOKS
It Is reported that some of the friends have put books 

and booklets in the rural mail boxes for the owners to take 
at their pleasure. Tins is entirely out of order.

The purpose of printing books is not merely to dispose of 
them but that a witness might be given to the people; and 
without doubt one of the strong reasons is that the brethren 
may have a personal opportunity to give the witness. Please 
do not dispose of any of the Society’s books in this way even 
though you have paid for them. It embarrasses the col­
porteurs when they call at a home and find that some one 
has done this.

ANOTHER NEW BOOK
Government is the title of another new book just published 

by the Society. It contains indisputable evidence showing 
that the peoples of earth shall have a righteous government 
and explaining the manner of its establishment. Proof is 
presented to show that the time is now ripe for the mind of 
man to be turned to the sober and candid examination of the 
plan of Jehovah for the inauguration of the government 
which will fulfil the legitimate desires of nil.

This timely book is sent forth for the prompt and earnest 
consideration of all the anointed. It is also available in 
quantities for immediate distribution among the truth-hun­
gry people.

A limited number of volumes of the author’s edition has 
been issued for the accommodation of the consecrated. The 
charge of fifty cents a copy for this edition will cover the 
extra expense of producing the original plates and enable all 
the brethren to have a share In the production of the book. 
The sale price of the popular edition is forty-five cents.



G O D ’ S L I G H T N I N G S

" When he uttereth his voice, there is a tumult of waters in the heavens, and he causeth the vapors to ascend from 
the ends of the earth; he maheth lightnings for the rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his

treasuries—Jeremiah 10: IS, B. V.

JEHOVAH is the source of the lightnings. He uses 
things that he has made, and which are visible to 
man, to teach man concerning that which is in­

visible to him. The things both visible and invisible 
which God has provided he will cause to work out for 
good to those that are unselfishly obedient to him.

2 Lightning is the discharge of atmospheric electricity, 
usually accompanied by a vivid flash of light. The rapid 
passing of the electricity through the air produces the 
sound which is called thunder. When there is lightning 
and thunder there is usually an accompanying downpour 
of rain. Lightnings and the accompanying manifesta­
tion of the power mentioned in the above text symbolize 
the operation of God’s power toward his people in 
particular.

3 The psalmist uses the identical phrase used by Jere- 
miah in the above text. The context in the Psalm shows 
that the application of the text is to be made in “ the 
last days” . (Psalm 135:7) Jeremiah in another place 
(51: 1G) uses the same language, and there the context 
likewise shows that the time of application is “ in the 
day of the Lord”  just preceding the fall of Satan’s 
organization.

FROM JEHOVAH

4 All lightnings proceed from Jehovah and are a man­
ifestation of his power. This is proven by the words of 
Jehovah to Job: “ Canst thou send lightnings, that they 
may go, and say unto thee, Behold us?”  (Job 38:35, 
margin) This text has been applied to the radio sta­
tions and their operators, but the text can not mean that. 
The radio is in the nature of lightning and it belongs 
to Jehovah, and except by his permission man can not 
use the radio. Manifestly the text means that God sends 
his lightnings and that man has no such power. The 
radio is therefore a manifestation of God’s power and 
not the power of any creature. The radio belongs to 
Jehovah, and man uses it only by virtue of his per­
mission.

5 Again, it is written: “ Yea, he ladeth the thick 
cloud with moisture; he spreadeth abroad the cloud of

his lightning: and it is turned round about by his 
guidance, that they may do whatsoever he comma ndeth 
them upon the face of the habitable world.”  (Job 37: 
11, 12, B. 7 .) The cloud used in this text does not 
represent trouble, but it represents the presence of Je­
hovah God; and this text shows that God illuminates the 
cloud with his lightnings, thereby meaning that his 
presence is accompanied with light to those who seek to 
know him.

6 As further proof that his lightnings proceed from 
Jehovah it is written in Zechariah 10 :1 , B. V .: “ Ask 
ye of Jehovah rain in the time of the latter rain, even 
of Jehovah that maketh lightnings; and he will give 
them showers of rain, to every one grass in the field.”  
Whatever the lightning represents, it represents that 
which proceeds from Jehovah, and to him all credit 
is due.

1 Lightning illuminates and reveals that which was 
previously in the dark or obscured. Symbolically, God’s 
lightnings illuminate his Word for those who wait upon 
him, and reveal and expose that which is opposed to 
God and his organization. Therefore it will be observed 
that the text tells of God’s lightnings applied at a time 
wrhen God manifests his presence to his people, giving 
them greater light upon his Word and revealing hi3 
purposes toward them, and also exposes their enemies.

8 Thunder symbolizes the voice of Jehovah. “ Hast 
thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a 
voice like him ?”  (Job 40: 9) “ The voice of thy thunder 
was in the heaven.”  (Psalm 77:18) “ The God of glory 
thundereth.”  (Psalm 2 9 :3 ) With thunder there comes 
rain in abundance. (Job 38 :34) Rain is a symbol of 
refreshing truth that refreshes and makes glad the 
heart of the people of God. The following scriptures 
support this conclusion:

“ And they waited for me as for the rain; and they 
opened their mouth wide as for the latter rain.” — Job 
29:23.

“ Thou, 0  God, didst send a plentiful rain, whereby 
thou didst confirm thine inheritance, when it was 
weary.” — Psalm 68: 9.



“ Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; sing praise 
upon the harp unto our God; who covereth the heaven 
with clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, who 
maketh grass to grow upon the mountains.” — Psalm 
147: 7, 8.

9 God provides his own way and means or channel 
for the bringing of the truth to his people. This is in­
dicated by the words written in Job 28 :26 : “ When 
he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the light­
ning of the thunder.”  When God’ s lightning flashes, 
then he speaks in thunder tones and there follows an 
abundance of refreshing truth for the refreshing of those 
who love righteousness and who are seeking after the 
way of God.. “ Who hath cleft a channel for the water- 
flood, or a way for the lightning of the thunder.”  —• 
Job 38: 25, B. V.

HIS TRUTH
yo These texts prove that the truth proceeds from 

Jehovah and that no creature is the author of the truth. 
For this reason Jesus said: “ I can of mine own self 
do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is 
just: because I seek not mine own will, but the will of 
the Father which hath sent me. If I bear witness of 
myself, my witness is not true.”  (John 5: 30, 31) And 
he also said: “ Thy Word is truth.”  (John 17: 17) As 
Jehovah makes his lightnings, the thundering and the 
rain, so his truth is his and he makes it known unto his 
creatures in his own due time and good way. He pro­
vides the means or channel by and through which he 
brings his truth to his people, and any provision at­
tempted contrary thereto is out of harmony with God. 
It follows, therefore, that any one who attempts to carry 
on God’s work contrary to God’s way is a worker of 
iniquity, for the reason that he is lawless.

11 During the past fifty years God has favored many 
by granting unto them some knowledge of his truth. 
He used one man in particular and many others in 
general as vessels to bear the truth and call it to the 
attention of the people. Many have unwisely honored 
the creature that carried the message rather than the 
Creator who provides the truth. They have not re­
ceived the truth and held it in the love of the truth 
and in the love of the great Giver of truth, and there­
fore they have fallen away. The worship or undue honor 
given to a creature is not pleasing to the great Creator. 
Many who were enlightened with some truth insisted and 
still insist that since 1916 there has been no truth re­
vealed to the church and that therefore the Watch Tower 
organization and its publications have not since then 
been carrying meat in due season to the household of 
faith. For this reason they have held aloof from or 
have opposed the strenuous campaign that the Society 
has for some time been carrying on in giving a witness 
to the name of Jehovah and to his kingdom. As some 
have fallen away God has brought forth others for his 
name’s sake who have entered into the joy of Christ the 
Lord and have gone on singing the praises of Jehovah

God and obeying his commandments. How let us take 
note of some of the precious truths which God has re­
vealed by his lightnings and which truths he has used 
to refresh his people in time of battle, and some that 
he has given since 1916.

TIMES OF REFRESHING
12 In the text first above quoted God’s prophet says: 

“ And he [God] causeth the vapors to ascend from the 
ends of the earth.”  Vapor or the dew arises from the 
earth and brings refreshment to the earth and its vege­
tation. Frequently preceding a copious rain the dew or 
vapor in the early morning covers the ground and re­
freshes the things of the earth. It was in the early dawn 
of the presence of the Lord about 1875 that refreshing 
truths began to be brought to God’s people as he had 
promised. That truth refreshed them in a land made 
dry and thirsty by the enemy’s agents. That was the 
beginning of the fulfilment of the words of Peter: 
“ Times of refreshing shall come from the presence of 
[Jehovah] ; and he shall send Jesus Christ, which be­
fore was preached unto you.”  (Acts 3 :19 , 20) God 
continued to bring his refreshing truths to his people 
and he gathered them together away from Babylon.

13 In 1914 Jehovah placed his King upon his holy hill 
of Zion. (Psalm 2 :6 )  “ And out of the throne [sym­
bolic of the kingdom] proceeded lightnings and thunder- 
ings and voices.”  (Revelation 4 :5 )  It was in 1914 that 
the nation of righteousness was born, and the great bat­
tle in heaven followed. Thereafter came a great en­
lightenment to the people of God, as it is written: “ The 
voice of thy thunder was in the whirlwind; the light­
nings lightened the world: the earth trembled and 
shook.” — Psalm 77:18, R. V.

14 At that time the great World War began. The voice 
of Jehovah was heard above the din of war, and his 
lightnings exposed the duplicity of the fraudulent or­
ganization which had taken the name of his beloved Son. 
The faithful until 1918 continued to hurl the hard- 
cutting truth, represented by the hail or frozen rain, 
against the bulwarks of the enemy; and in that year 
Satan, through his emissaries, retarded the witness work. 
Did the revelation of truth stop there? Have God’3 
lightnings no more flashed Since then? True, that was 
a time of discouragement. But what do the faithful do 
in such time? They wait upon the Lord and pray to 
him. To them through his prophet (Zechariah 10 :1 , 
R. y .)  he says: “ Ask ye of Jehovah rain in the time 
[when due] of the latter rain, even of Jehovah that 
maketh lightnings; and he will give [you] showers of 
rain.”

15 Such was the prayer of the faithful; and the Lord 
heard the cry of his people and granted unto them their 
heart’s desire, giving them greater light. God alone who 
makes lightnings is responsible for the rain which sym­
bolizes his truth. Through his prophet Jeremiah he 
says: “ Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles 
that can cause rain? or can the heavens [those who



practise a superstitious worship] give showers? Art not 
thou he, 0  Lord our God? therefore we will wait upon 
thee; for thou hast made all these things.”  (Jeremiah 
14: 22) The Lord rewardeth the prayers of his faith­
ful. None others obtain and hold the truth.

THE TEMPLE
16 It was in 1918 that the Lord came to his temple. 

Concerning that time it is written in Revelation 11: 19 : 
“ And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and 
there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: 
and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, 
and an earthquake, and great hail.”  (Revelation 11 :19) 
The lightnings of the Lord have been seen by his peo­
ple since. Jehovah’s thundering voice has been heard 
by the faithful and they have joined their little voices 
thereto, and probably the earthquake and hail are soon 
to follow.

17 God’s lightnings and voice of thunder are always 
followed quickly by rain. There are no refreshing rains 
except those sent by Jehovah God. There is no blessing 
of truths received except that which proceeds from God. 
Manifestly, then, the language of the prophet applies 
since the Lord has come to his temple. “ When he uttereth 
his voice, there is a tumult of waters in the heavens, and 
he cause!h the vapors to ascend from the ends of the 
earth: he maketh lightnings for the rain, and bringeth 
forth the wind out of his treasuries.” — Jer. 10:13, B. V.

THE FACTS
18 It was after the Lord came to his temple, to wit, 

about 1919, that the lightnings revealed to the people of 
God that a great witness work foreshadowed by Elisha 
must be done. The Lord was then in his holy temple 
for judgment of his righteous ones. (Psalm 11:4 , 5) 
The approved ones were there given the garments of 
salvation and brought under the robe of righteousness, 
and it was a time of great rejoicing for them because 
they were now made a part of Zion, which is God’s or­
ganization. (Isaiah 61 :10) To them Jehovah through 
his prophet then said: “ Be glad then, ye children of 
Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for he hath 
given you the former rain moderately [margin, accord­
ing to righteousness], and he will cause to come down 
for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain 
in the first month.”  (Joel 2: 23) The refreshing truths 
that then came to God’s people caused them to rejoice.

19 After Zion had given birth to the man child (the 
new government), after her children were born (Isaiah 
66: 7, 8 ), then, clearly in fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy, 
Jehovah began to pour out showers of truth upon his 
people and since then has continued so to do. No man 
or other creature is responsible for those showers of 
truth. They have proceeded from Jehovah God through 
Christ Jesus his Executive Officer; and those brought 
into the temple condition and made members of Zion 
have greatly rejoiced by reason of what God has given 
them. Malachi represents these truths as made clear 
and plain and refined, even as silver is refined, and that

the sons of God who have been purified and brought 
into the temple condition and have remained there, 
have continued to offer unto the Lord their offerings 
of praise and service in righteousness. (Malachi 3 :3 )  
These have been zealous witnesses for the kingdom and 
by their fruits they are made known. The fact that 
many once anointed have not rejoiced in the downpour 
of truth since 1918 and given proof thereof by par­
ticipating in giving the witness, is strong evidence that 
they are not in the temple condition.

TWO GREAT SIGNS
20 Among other truths which God has revealed to his 

people since gathering them into the temple condition 
are the two great signs or wonders. Those are, to wit, 
Satan’s cruel and oppressive organization and God’ s 
blessed and holy organization; and never before had 
God clearly revealed these two organizations to his 
people. Such was one of the results of the refreshing 
showers of rain. The anointed now see that there is a 
deadly conflict between the two organizations and that 
the climax thereof will be reached in Armageddon when 
the evil organization of Satan shall fall never again 
to rise.

21 Through his lightnings and copious downpours of 
rain Jehovah’s faithful children in Zion have learned 
that the great issue now is, Who is God, and who shall 
be the ruler of the world? They know that Jehovah i3 
God and that he has already begun his rulership by and 
through his beloved Son Christ Jesus; therefore, in the 
language of the psalmist, they exclaim: “ The Lord 
reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles 
be glad thereof. His lightnings enlightened the world: 
the earth saw, and trembled.” — Psalm 97:1 , 4.

22 His lightnings now make clear to those of Zion the 
hypocrisy and duplicity of Satan’s organization, particu­
larly the ecclesiastical part thereof, and in obedience to 
God’s command the faithful proclaim the time of his 
vengeance against that wicked organization. Because 
thereof the earthly part of Satan’s organization trembled.

23 The faithful of Zion hear the voice of Jehovah 
saying: “ Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”  
and such respond: “ Here am I ;  send me.”  (Isaiah 
6 :8 )  Joyfully they hear and obey the commandments 
of Jehovah saying to them: ‘Ye are my witnesses that 
I am God. Go and tell the people the message of truth 
that they may hear, even though they do not heed.’  
Before the indignation of Jehovah is expressed in its 
fulness against Satan’s organization notice thereof must 
be given and this notice or witness work must be done 
and will be done by those who are of the temple class. 
This is made sure for the reason that all of the temple 
class do show forth the glory of Jehovah.— Psalm 29 : 9.

24 There will be some among the consecrated who are 
the professed followers of Christ, and there are now 
some who are neither cold nor hot. They claim to love 
God and Christ but they have no heated zeal peculiar to 
the Lord’s house. They are standing idle or sitting down



s e e k in g  to  d e v e lo p  a sw eet a n d  b e a u t ifu l  ch a ra c te r . P a r t  
o f  th e  t im e  th ey  a re  m a k in g  sw eet ch a r a c te r  sp eech es  t o  
e a ch  o th e r . T h e y  are  lu k e w a rm  so  fa r  as C h r is t ’ s k in g ­
d o m  is  co n c e r n e d , a n d  th e r e fo r e  th e  L o r d  sgys t o  t h e m : 
“ T h u s  becau se  th o u  a r t  lu k e w a rm , a n d  n e ith e r  h o t  n o r  
c o ld ,  I  a m  a b o u t to  v o m it  th e e  o u t  o f  m y  m o u th .”  
(K e v e la t io n  3 :  1 6 , Diaglott) U n le s s  th e y  h eed  th e  
w a r n in g  o f  th e  L o r d ,  a w a k en  to  th e ir  p r iv ile g e s  a n d  be­
c o m e  zea lou s  a n d  e a rn est in  th e  L o r d ’ s se rv ice , i t  is 
m a n ife s t  f r o m  h is  w o rd s  th a t  su ch  w il l  h a v e  n o  p a r t  in  
h is  k in g d o m .

25 T o  th e  zea lou s  o n es  o f  Z io n  th e  L o r d  th r o u g h  h is  
f a i t h fu l  w itn ess  P a u l s a y s : “ S ta n d  fa s t  in  o n e  s p ir i t  
. . . f ig h t in g  s h o u ld e r  t o  sh o u ld e r  f o r  th e  fa i t h  o f  th e  
G o o d  N e w s . N e v e r  f o r  a m o m e n t  q u a il  b e fo r e  y o u r  
a n ta g o n is ts . Y o u r  fe a r le ssn ess  w ill  be to  th e m  a  su re  
to k e n  o f  im p e n d in g  d e s t r u c t io n , b u t t o  y o u  it  w il l  be 
a  su re  to k e n  o f  y o u r  s a lv a t io n .”  (P h i l ip p ia n s  1 :  2 7 , 2 8 , 
Weymouth) T h e r e  is  n o  d iv is io n  a m o n g s t  su ch  fa i t h fu l  
on e s . T h e y  see eye  to  eye a n d  w o rk  to g e th e r  in  f u l l  a n d  
c o m p le te  h a r m o n y  to  m a g n ify  th e  n a m e  o f  J e h o v a h .

W H Y  FEARLESS

26W h y  a re  th o s e  o f  Z io n  fe a r le s s ?  N o t  b eca u se  o f  
p h y s ic a l  p ro w e ss , le a r n in g  o r  o r a to r y , b u t b eca u se  th e y  
h a v e  th e  s p ir i t  o f  th e  L o r d  a n d  h a v e  e n te re d  in t o  h is  
j o y  a n d  d e lig h t  to  ob e y  h is  c o m m a n d m e n ts . A m o n g  h is  
f a i t h fu l  on es  th e re  is  n o  d is t in c t io n , b u t  th e y  are  a ll o n  
a  c o m m o n  lev e l. P r io r  to  th e  c o m in g  o f  th e  L o r d  to  h is  
t e m p le  th e  e ld e r s  o f  th e  e cc le s ia s  d id  th e  c h ie f  p a r t  o f  
w itn e s s in g  to  th e  p u b lic . B u t  n ow  w ith  th e  c o m in g  o f  
G o d ’ s l ig h tn in g s  a n d  th u n d e r s , h is  v o ice  a n d  c o p io u s  
d o w n p o u r s  o f  r a in , h e  h as p o u re d  o u t  h is  s p ir i t  u p o n  
a l l  th e  a n o in te d  on es w ith o u t  re g a rd  to  sex , e d u c a t io n  
o r  p r e v io u s  c o n d it io n  o f  s e rv itu d e . T h is  is  e x a c t ly  a c ­
c o r d in g  to  h is  p r o m is e  m a d e  th r o u g h  h is  p r o p h e t  J o e l  
2 :  2 7 -2 9 .

27 I n  h is  tr e a su ry  o r  tre a su re  h ou se  G o d  has reserved  
th e se  b less in g s  f o r  h is  p e o p le  u n t il  h is  ow n  d u e  t im e ;  
a n d  e x a c t ly  on  t im e  h e h as p o u re d  o u t  h is  sp ir it  u p on  
a l l  th e  a n o in te d  on es. T o  th ese  h e s a y s : “ A n d  m y  p e o ­
p le  sh a ll n ev er  be a sh a m e d .”  S u ch  fa i t h fu l  a n d  zea lou s  
o n e s  a re  n o t  ash a m ed  o f  G o d , h is C h r is t , a n d  h is  k in g ­
d o m , a n d  th ey  w ill n o t  sh u n  to  d e c la r e  h is  w h o le  co u n se l. 
T h e y  are  fe a r le ss  b eca u se  J e h o v a h  h as p u t h is h an d  ov er  
th e m . l i e  has b r o u g h t  th e m  in to  h is  s e cre t p la ce  a n d  
g iv e n  h is  w o rd  th a t  th e y  w h o  a b id e  th ere  sh a ll n ev er  
s u ffe r  e v il . T o  th o se  w h o m  h e  has b r o u g h t  in to  th e  
s e cre t  p la c e  o f  th e  M o s t  H ig h ,  J e h o v a h  s a y s : “ T h o u  
s h a lt  n o t  be a fr a id  f o r  th e  t e r r o r  b y  n i g h t ;  n o r  f o r  
th e  a rro w  th a t  f l ie th  by d a y .”  (P s a lm  9 1 : 5 )  S u r e ly  
n o  o n e  t o d a y  ca n  lo n g  m a in ta in  h is  a n o in t in g  i f  h e  d oes  
n o t  w ith  zea l a n d  jo y  e n te r  in to  th e  se rv ice  o f  th e  L o r d  
as o p p o r tu n ity  co m e s  t o  h im .

PURPOSE

28 W h a t  is  G o d ’ s p u r p o s e  in  b r in g in g  h is  p e o p le  in to  
t h is  c o n d it io n  a n d  g iv in g  th e m  th e  g r e a te r  m ea su re  o f

h is  s p ir i t  ? I s  i t  th a t  th e y  m ig h t  in d u lg e  in  d a y  d rea m s
o f  p lea su res  to  be e n jo y e d  w h e n  th e y  rea ch  h e a v e n ?  
T h a t  w o u ld  h a r d ly  be a p p r o p r ia te  o r  n e ce ssa ry , b e ca u se  
n o t  u n t i l  th e  f a i t h fu l  re a ch  h ea v en  w ill th e y  k n o w  w h a t 
th e y  sh a ll be o r  h o w  th e y  s h a ll a p p e a r . ( 1  J o h n  3 : 2 )  
G o d  th r o u g h  h is  p r o p h e t  a n sw ers  th e  q u e s t io n  c o n c e r n ­
in g  th o s e  w h o  w ish  to  in d u lg e  in  su ch  d a y  d rea m s. H e  
s a y s : “ Y o u r  o ld  m e n  sh a ll d r e a m  d r e a m s .”  A n  o ld  
m a n  is  o n e  w h ose  v it a l ity  is  g o n e  a n d  w h o  liv es  in  th e  
p a st a n d  is  n o t  zea lou s  f o r  th e  p re se n t o r  fu tu r e . “ Y o u r  
o ld  m e n ”  rep re se n ts  a cla ss  th a t  is  s e lf -c e n te r e d  a n d  s e lf -  
sa tis fie d  w ith  th a t  w h ich  h as been  a c q u ir e d . T o  th e m  
a ll  th e  t r u th  w as g iv e n  in  th e  p a st , a n d  n o  m o r e  G o d ’ s 
l ig h tn in g s  flash . T h e n  says th e  L o r d  th r o u g h  h is  p r o p h ­
e t :  “ Y o u r  y o u n g  m e n  sh a ll see v is io n s .”  Y o u n g  m e n  
are  v ig o r o u s  a n d  a c t iv e  a n d  s tr o n g . T h e s e  re p re se n t th e  
cla ss  th a t  see G o d ’ s p u rp o se s  c o n c e r n in g  h is  p e o p le  a n d  
w h o  a re  d i l ig e n t  to  p e r fo r m  th e ir  d u tie s  a n d  d o  so  
w ith  g la d n e s s  o f  h ea r t. T h r o u g h  h is  p r o p h e t  G o d  s a y s : 
“ Y o u r  soils  a n d  y o u r  d a u g h te rs  sh a ll p r o p h e s y .”  “ P r o p h ­
esy ”  m ea n s  to  p re a ch , sp ea k  o r  s in g , a n d  th a t  is  e x a c t ly  
w h a t  G o d  co m m a n d s  th a t  h is  p e o p le  m u s t d o  in  th is  
d a y . ( I s a ia h  1 2 : 1 - 6 )  T o d a y  th e re  are  h u n d r e d s  o f  
c o lp o r te u r s  a n d  th o u sa n d s  o f  cla ss  w ork ers  g o in g  f r o m  
d o o r  to  d o o r  p r e a c h in g  th e  g o o d  n ew s o f  th e  k in g d o m  
to  th e  g lo r y  o f  G od .

20 H is  l ig h tn in g s , th u n d e r s  a n d  ra in s  h e h as b r o u g h t  
f o r t h  f r o m  h is  tr e a s u ry  a t th is  t im e  a n d  h as p o u re d  o u t  
h is  s p ir i t  u p o n  a ll h is  a n o in te d  on es  t o  th e  e n d  th a t  
th ese  m a y  te ll th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  d a y  o f  h is  v e n g e a n c e  
a n d  o f  h is p u rp o s e  to  d e s tr o y  S a ta n ’ s o r g a n iz a t io n , to  
m a k e  f o r  h im s e lf  a n a m e , a n d  to  e s ta b lish  h is  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s  f o r  th e  b en e fit  o f  m a n . T h e r e  
c o u ld  be n o  o th e r  rea son  w h y  G o d  w o u ld  sa y  t o  h u m a n  
b e in g s : “ Y e  are  m y  w itn esses  th a t  I  a m  G o d .”  G o d  d oes  
n o t h in g  in  th e  c o m e r .  H e  w ill h a v e  n o t ic e  g iv e n  a n d  h e 
u ses  h is  fa i t h fu l  serv a n ts  to  serve  n o t ic e  u p o n  th e  p e o ­
p le , th a t  th o se  m a y  k n o w  o f  h is  p u rp o s e s  w h o  m ig h t  
d e s ire  to  k n o w . T h e  w o rk  o f  th u s  s e r v in g  n o t ic e  o r  
g iv in g  th e  w itn ess  to  th e  n a m e  o f  J e h o v a h  is  b u t  th e  p r e ­
lu d e  to  th e  g r e a t  b a tt le  o f  A r m a g e d d o n . C o n c e r n in g  th e  
a p p r o a c h in g  s to rm  it  is  w r i t t e n : “ H e  co v e r e th  h is  h a n d s  
w ith  th e  l ig h t n in g ,  a n d  g iv e th  i t  a  ch a rg e  th a t  i t  s tr ik e  
th e  m a rk . T h e  n o ise  th e r e o f  te lle th  c o n c e r n in g  h im , 
th e  c a tt le  a lso  c o n c e r n in g  th e  s to rm  th a t c o m e th  u p .”  
— J o b  3 6 :  3 2 , 3 3 , R. V.

30 J e h o v a h ’ s l ig h tn in g s  are  n o t  a im less . T h e r e  is  a 
w e ll -p r e c o n c e iv e d  p u r p o s e  in  b r in g in g  f o r t h  a t  th is  t im e  
c e r ta in  tr u th s . H is  h a n d  is  a s y m b o l o f  h is  p o w e r , a n d  
h e  co v e rs  h is  h a n d s  w ith  th e  l ig h tn in g s  a n d  strik es  
s q u a re ly  h o m e . H is  p e o p le  a re  ch e e re d  th e re b y , a n d  
th e  e n e m y  o r g a n iz a t io n  tr e m b le s . H is  t h u n d e r in g  v o ic e  
te lls  c o n c e r n in g  h is  p u rp o s e , a n d  h e  serves n o t ic e  u p o n  
th e  sm a ll a n d  th e  g re a t , ev en  th o s e  rep resen ted  by  th e  
ca tt le . T h e  d e c la r a t io n  o f  th e  d a y  o f  h is  v e n g e a n ce  is  
o n e  p a r t  o f  th e  c o m m is s io n  h e  g iv e s  t o  h is  a n o in t e d ; 
th e r e fo r e  th e  a n o in te d  on es , in  o r d e r  t o  b e  f a i t h fu l ,  m u s t  
p e r fo r m  th a t  c o m m is s io n .— I s a ia h  6 1 :  2 .



81 F u r t h e r m o r e  i t  is  w r i t t e n : 'T h e  a n g e l [ G o d ’ s r e p ­
r e s e n ta t iv e ]  t o o k  th e  ce n se r  [v e sse l o r  h is  o r g a n iz a t io n ] ,  
a n d  f i l le d  i t  w ith  fire  [ t r u th s  c le a r  a n d  d e s tr u c t iv e  o f  
h y p o c r i s y ] ,  a n d  d e lib e r a te ly  h u r le d  i t  in to  th e  e a r th  
[ in t o  S a ta n 's  v is ib le  o r g a n i z a t i o n ] : a n d  th e r e  w ere  
v o ic e s , a n d  th u n d e r s , a n d  l ig h tn in g s . ’  (R e v e la t io n  8 : 5 )  
T h e  g r e a t  is su e  n o w  t o  be d e te r m in e d  is , W h o  is G o d ?  
J e h o v a h  h as m a d e  th is  th e  b u r n in g  issu e  n o w  in  th e  
e a r th  a n d  u p o n  h is  p e o p le . H e  m a n ife s t s  h im s e lf  by 
h is  l ig h t n in g s  u p o n  th a t  i s s u e ; a n d , s in ce  G o d  a lo n e  ca n  
s e n d  th e  l ig h tn in g s , h is  l ig h tn in g s  p r o v e  a n d  i l lu m in a te  
th a t  q u e s t io n  a t  issu e  a n d  p la in ly  p o in t  o u t  to  h is  
a n o in te d  w h a t th e y  m u s t  n o w  d o . T h o s e  w h o  lo v e  h im  
w il l  k eep  h is  c o m m a n d m e n ts  a n d , k e e p in g  h is  c o m m a n d ­
m e n ts , ca n  n o t  r e fr a in  f r o m  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  s in g in g  
f o r t h  h is  p ra ises  th a t  h is  n a m e  m a y  n o w  be ex a lte d .

HIS ORGANIZATION
82 T h e  P r o p h e t  E z c k i .  l w as g iv e n  a v is io n  o f  G o d ’ s 

o r g a n iz a t io n  m o v in g  in to  a c t io n  a g a in s t  S a ta n ’ s o r g a n i­
z a t io n . E z e k ie l w as a y o u n g  m a n , ju s t  t u r n in g  th ir t y  
y ea rs  o f  a g e , a n d  h is  v is io n  m a y  w e ll be sa id  to  set 
f o r t h  th e  v is io n s  as seen  by th e  “ y o u n g  m e n ”  d e s cr ib e d  
b y  th e  P r o p h e t  J o e l ,  a n d  w in ch  v is ion s , r e s u lt in g  f r o m  
G o d 's  l ig h tn in g s  a n d  r a in , are  seen ju s t  p r e c e d in g  th e  
g r e a t  b a tt le  o f  A r m a g e d d o n  a n d  th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  
S a ta n ’ s o r g a n iz a t io n .

33 I n  th e  v is io n  E z e k ie l saw  a w h ir lw in d  c o m e  o u t  o f  
th e  n o r th , p ic t u r in g  th e  d iv in e  in d ig n a t io n  e x p ressed  
a g a in s t  S a ta n ’ s o r g a n iz a t io n . T h e r e  a p p e a re d  to  h im  
in  th a t  v is io n  “ f o u r  l iv in g  c re a tu re s ” . “ A n d  ev ery  o n e  
h a d  f o u r  fa c e s , a n d  ev ery  o n e  h a d  f o u r  w in g s .”  (E z e k ie l  
1 : 3 - 1 1 )  I t  h as been  sa id  th a t  th ese  f o u r  l iv in g  c re a ­
tu r e s  re p re se n te d  “ th e  c h a r a c te r  o f  G o d ” . T h a t  c o u ld  
n o t  b e  tr u e , b e ca u se  th e  f o u r  c re a tu re s  are  re fe rre d  t o  as 
c h e r u b im . T h e  S c r ip tu r e s  sh ow  th a t  th e  c h e ru b im  are 
G o d ’ s se rv a n ts  t o  e x e c u te  h is  o rd e rs . C h e r u b im  w ere  
s ta t io n e d  a t th e  e n tra n ce  o f  E d e n  to  e x e cu te  G o d 's  
ju d g m e n t .  L u c i f e r  w as a c o v e r in g  ch e ru b  a n d  he w as 
c lo t h e d  w ith  p o w e r  t o  e x e cu te  o rd e rs , even  th e  p o w e r  o f  
d e a th . C h e ru b im , th e r e fo r e , are  m a n ife s t ly  th e  re p re se n ­
ta t iv e s  o f  J e h o v a h  to  e x e c u te  h is  ju d g m e n ts .

34 I n  th a t  v is io n  E z e k ie l saw  a lso  f o u r  w h eels  o f  o n e  
lik e n e ss  a n d  th e y  a ll  m o v e d  h a r m o n io u s ly . T h is  a lso  
m a n ife s t ly  h a s  b een  im p r o p e r ly  in te r p r e te d . I n  m o d e r n  
t im e s  o n e  d rew  a c h a r t  d iv id in g  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  
G o d 's  p la n  in to  cy c le s , a n d  th ese  w h ee ls  in  th e  v is io n  o f  
E z e k ie l  h a v e  b een  sa id  t o  re p re se n t th o s e  cy c le s . T h a t  
c o u ld  n o t  be tr u e , b eca u se  th e re  is  n o t  a s in g le  s c r ip tu r e  
t o  s u p p o r t  th a t  c o n c lu s io n  a n d  th e re  are  n u m e r o u s  s c r ip ­
tu re s  a g a in s t  su ch  c o n c lu s io n .

33 F o u r  is  a  s y m b o lic  n u m b e r  r e p r e s e n t in g  c o m p le t e ­
n ess . N o t e  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  p r o p h e t  in  th is  c o n n e c t io n :  
“ A n d  I  lo o k e d , a n d  b e h o ld , a  w h ir lw in d  ca m e  o u t  o f  
the n o r t h ,  a g r e a t  c lo u d , a n d  a fire  in f o ld in g  it s e lf ,  a n d  
a b r ig h tn e s s  w a s  a b o u t  it ,  a n d  o u t  o f  th e  m id s t  th e r e o f  
as th e  c o lo u r  o f  a m b e r , o u t  o f  th e  m id s t  of th e  fire . 
As for the likeness of the living creatures, their ap­

p e a r a n c e  w as l ik e  b u r n in g  co a ls  o f  fire , a n d  lik e  th e  a p ­
p e a r a n c e  o f  la m p s :  i t  w e n t u p  a n d  d o w n  a m o n g  th e  
l i v in g  c r e a t u r e s ;  a n d  th e  f ir e  w as b r ig h t , a n d  o u t  of 
th e  fire  w e n t  f o r t h  l ig h t n in g .” — E z e k ie l  1 :  4 , 13 .

36 F ir e  p ic tu r e s  th e  d e s tr u c t iv e  f o r c e  G o d  is  b r in g in g  
t o  bear u p o n  S a ta n ’ s o r g a n iz a t io n . T h e  f o u r  l iv in g  c r e a ­
tu re s  w h ic h  e m e r g e d  f r o m  th ese  s y m b o ls  o f  d e s t r u c t io n  
seem  c le a r ly  t o  p ic tu r e  th e  l iv in g  fa c t o r s  o f  G o d ’ s c o m ­
p le te  o r g a n iz a t io n . T h e  f o u r  w liee ls  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  th e  
a n c ie n t  fo u r -w h e e le d  c h a r io t . I n  th e  v is io n  E z e k ie l  
p ic tu r e s  a  f ir m a m e n t  h ig h  a b ov e  th e  h ea d s  o f  th e  ch e r u ­
b im  a n d  a b ov e  th e  fe l lo e s  o f  th e  f o u r  w h e e ls ; a n d  a b o v e  
th is  e n t ire  a rra n g e m e n t , b o th  a n im a te  a n d  in a n im a te*  
w as seen  in  th e  v is io n  th e  lik e n e ss  o f  a th r o n e  o il w h ic h  
a g lo r io u s  p e r so n  sat sh rin ed  in  d iv in e  l ig h t .

37 T a k e n  to g e th e r , th e  p ic tu re s  o f  th e  cre a tu re s  a n d  th e  
in a n im a te  in s tr u m e n ts  g iv e  th e  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  a n  e n o r ­
m o u s  l iv in g  c h a r io t - l ik e  o r g a n iz a t io n  e x t e n d in g  h ig h  in t o  
th e  h eav en s  a n d  ov er  a ll o f  w h ic h  J e h o v a h  G o d  p r e s id e s . 
N e x t  t o  J e h o v a h  is C h r is t  J e su s  h is  g r e a t  E x e c u t iv e  
O fficer . W it h  h im  in  h eav en , a n d  as a p a r t  o f  th e  
g r e a t  o r g a n iz a t io n , a re  th e  r ise n  sa in ts  a n d  th e  le g io n s  
o f  g lo r io u s  a n d  fa i t h fu l  a n g e ls ;  a n d  d o w n  o n  e a rth  a re  
th e  “ fe e t  o f  h im ” , th o se  w h o  a re  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  T h e  
C h r is t  a n d  y e t  o n  ea rth . T h e  e n t ir e  o r g a n iz a t io n  r e ­
v o lv e s  w ith in  a c ir c le t  o f  d iv in e  w is d o m  a n d  is  d ir e c te d  
b y  “ th e  w is d o m  th a t  is  f r o m  a b ov e ” . T h e  w h o le  p i c ­
tu r e  th e r e fo r e  is  th a t  o f  G o d 's  m ig h t y  o r g a n iz a t io n , 
m o v in g  in to  a c t io n  ju s t  p r e c e d in g  th e  g r e a t  b a tt le  o f  
A r m a g e d d o n , a n d  u p o n  w h ic h  a n d  th r o u g h  w h ich  G o d  
r id e s  a n d  p res id es .

38 E z e k ie l s a id : “ A n d  o u t  o f  th e  fire  w en t fo rth , 
l ig h t n in g .”  T h a t  m u s t  m e a n  th a t  th r o u g h  G o d ’ s o r ­
g a n iz a t io n  h is  tr u th  is  fla sh ed  fo r t h .  F u r t h e r m o r e  th e  
v is io n  m ea n s  th a t  e v e ry  p a r t  o f  th e  d iv in e  o r g a n iz a ­
t io n  m o v e s  in  e x a c t  h a r m o n y  w ith  th e  w ill  o f  th e  g r e a t  
J e h o v a h  G o d . T h e  v is io n  is  fu l f i l le d  in  th e  d a y  o f  
G o d ’ s v en g e a n ce .

39 T h e  fa i t h fu l  w itn esses  o f  J e h o v a h  m u s t  d e c la r e  
th e  “ (lav o f  v e n g e a n ce  o f  o u r  G o d ”  b eca u se  h e  h a s  
c o m m a n d e d  th a t  i t  m u s t  be d o n e . T h e  fa i t h fu l  r e m ­
n a n t  c o n s t itu te  a  p a r t  o f  G o d ’ s o r g a n iz a t io n , a g a in s t  
w h ic h  th e  e n e m y  o r g a n iz a t io n  is  a rra y ed  w ith  th e  a v o w e d  
p u r p o s e  o f  d e s t r o y in g  th e  r e m n a n t . (R e v e la t io n  1 2 : 1 7 )  
T h is  is  p r o o f  th a t  th e  r e m n a n t  is  a  p a r t  o f  G o d ’ s or­
g a n iz a t io n . T h e  “ S o c ie t y ” , as w e  g e n e r a lly  te r m  it ,  i s  
a  p a r t  o f  th a t  m ig h t y  o r g a n iz a t io n  e x t e n d in g  f r o m  e a r th  
in to  th e  h ig h e s t  h ea v en  a n d  w h ich  E z e k ie l saw . T h is  
is  tr u e  becau se  th e  S o c ie ty , as h e r e to fo r e  d e fin e d , m e a n s  
a ll  th e  t r u ly  co n se c ra te d  a n d  a n o in te d  o n es  o f  th e  L o r d  
y e t  o n  e a rth  w h o  a re  f a i t h fu l ly  s t r iv in g  to  ob e y  h is  
c o m m a n d m e n ts . T h is  is  n o t  a s ta te m e n t p r o m p te d  b y  
e g o t is m , b u t a  p la in  s ta te m e n t th a t  th e  d e v o te d  fol­
lo w e r s  o f  C h r is t  are  w h o lly  o n  J e h o v a h ’ s s id e  a n d  m a k e  
n p  th a t  w h ich  th e  p r o p h e t  d escr ib es  as “ w i l l in g  [volun­
te e r s ]  in  th e  d a y  o f  [h is ]  p o w e r ” . (P s a lm  1 1 0 :  3 )  T h e  
q u e s t io n  ea ch  on e , th e r e fo r e , s h o u ld  ask  h im s e lf  i s : Am 
I a p a r t  o f  th a t  vigorous organization of th e  Lord, or am



I  lukewarm and indifferent to the great issue now be­
fore the mind of man? The Lord knoweth them that 
are his own, and he will have in his organization none of 
the lukewarm and indifferent.

40 T h e  P r o p h e t  J o e l  a lso  m a k es  m e n t io n  o f  G o d ’ s 
m ig h t y  o r g a n iz a t io n  w h ic h  h e  d e scr ib e s  as “ h is  a r m y ” . 
Z io n  is  th e  m e e t in g -p la c e  o f  G o d  w ith  h is  p e o p le . Z io n  
is  th e  n a m e  g iv e n  G o d ’ s o r g a n iz a t io n . J o e l  r e c o r d s  a  
c o m m a n d m e n t  g iv e n  w h ic h  sh ow s  th a t  i t  a p p lie s  in  “ th e  
d a y  o f  th e  L o r d ’ s v e n g e a n c e ”  a n d  ju s t  b e fo r e  th e  g r e a t  
b a tt le  o f  A r m a g e d d o n  b e g in s . T h r o u g h  h is  p r o p h e t  th e  
L o r d  G o d  o f  h osts  s a y s : “ B lo w  ye  th e  t r u m p e t  in  Z io n , 
a n d  s o u n d  a n  a la rm  in  m y  h o ly  m o u n t a in ; le t  a ll  th e  in ­
h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  la n d  t r e m b le :  f o r  th e  d a y  o f  J e h o v a h  
c o m e th , f o r  it  is  n ig h  a t  h a n d .” — J o e l  2 :1 , E. V.

41 T h e n  J o e l  g iv e s  a d e s c r ip t io n  o f  G o d 's  m ig h t y  o r ­
g a n iz a t io n  : “ T h e  a p p e a ra n ce  o f  th e m  is as th e  a p ­
p e a ra n ce  o f  h o r s e s ;  a n d  as h o rse m e n , so  d o  th e y  r u n . ’ ’ 
■— J o e l  2 :  4 , E. V.

42 C h r is t  J e su s  is  th e  g r e a t  E x e c u t iv e  O fficer  h e a d in g  
th is  o r g a n iz a t io n . H e  is  d escr ib e d  by th e  K e v e la to r  
t h u s :  “ A n d  I  saw  th e  h ea v en  o p e n e d ;  a n d  b e h o ld , a 
w h ite  h o rse , a n d  h e th a t  sat th e re o n  ca lle d  F a i t h fu l  a n d  
T r u e ;  a n d  in  r ig h te o u s n e s s  h e  d o th  ju d g e  a n d  m a k e  
w a r. A n d  h is  eyes  are  a  f la m e  o f  fire , a n d  u p o n  h is 
h e a d  a re  m a n y  d ia d e m s ;  a n d  h e  h a th  a n a m e  w ritten  
w h ic h  n o  o n e  k n o w e th  b u t  h e  h im s e lf .  A n d  he is  a rra y e d  
in  a g a r m e n t  s p r in k le d  w ith  b lo o d ;  a n d  h is  n a m e  is 
c a lle d  T h e  W o r d  o f  G o d .” — R e v e la t io n  1 9 :  1 1 -1 3 , R. V.

43 R e t u r n in g  to  th e  p r o p h e c y  o f  J o e l  w e fin d  a d e ­
s c r ip t io n  o f  G o d ’ s m ig h ly  a n d  h a r m o n io u s  o r g a n iz a t io n  
m o v in g  in to  a c t io n  a n d  th e  e f fe c t  it  h as u p o n  th o se  o f  
S a ta n ’ s o r g a n iz a t io n : “ L ik e  th e n o ise  o f  c h a r io ts  o n  th e  
to p s  o f  th e  m o u n ta in s  d o  th e y  le a p , lik e  th e  n o ise  o f  a 
f la m e  o f  fire  th a t  d e v o u re th  th e  s tu b b le , as a s tr o n g  p e o ­
p le  set in  b a tt le  a rra y . A t  th e ir  p r e se n ce  th e  p e op les  are  
in  a n g u is h ;  a il fa c e s  are  w a x ed  p a le .” — J o e l  2 : 5 ,  6, 
E. V.

44 J o e l  c o n t in u e s  w ith  h is  d e s c r ip t io n  s h o w in g  th a t  
G o d ’ s g r e a t  a r m y  w h en  g o in g  in to  a c t io n  is ir re s is t ib le . 
“ T h e y  ru n  lik e  m ig h t y  m e n ;  th e y  c lim b  th e  w a ll h k e  
m e n  o f  w a r ;  a n d  th e y  m a r c h  ev ery  o n e  o n  h is  w a y s , a n d  
th e y  break  n o t  th e ir  r a n k s .”  (V e r s e  7 )  T h is  verse  a n d  
th e  s u c c e e d in g  o n e  sh ow  th a t  th e  e n t ir e  o r g a n iz a t io n  
w o rk s  in  e x a c t  h a r m o n y , a n d  th is  is  p r o o f  th a t  a ll th a t  
a re  n o t  in  fu l l  h a r m o n y  w ith  J e h o v a h  a re  n o t  a p a r t  o f  
h is  o r g a n iz a t io n . “ N e ith e r  d o th  o n e  th ru s t  a n o t h e r ;  th e y  
m a r c h  ev ery  o n e  in  h is  p a t h ; a n d  th ey  b u rst th r o u g h  
th e  w e a p o n s , a n d  b rea k  n o t  o f f  th e ir  c o u r s e .”  (V e r s e  8 )  
— P s a lm  1 1 0 :  6.

45 T h e n  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  sh ow s J e h o v a h ’ s o r g a n iz a t io n  
a t t a c k in g  th e  c i t y  ( o r g a n iz a t io n )  o f  th e  e n e m y , le a p in g  
u p o n  h is  d e fe n ce s  a n d  in to  h is  o r g a n iz e d  sy stem s , a n d  
s e n d in g  h is  l ig h tn in g s  o f  t r u t h  in t o  th e  e n e m y ’ s s tr o n g ­
h o ld s :  “ T h e y  le a p  u p o n  th e  c i t y ;  th e y  r u n  u p o n  th e  
w a l l ;  th e y  c lim b  u p  in to  th e  h o u s e s ;  th e y  e n te r  in  a t 
th e  w in d o w s  l ik e  a t h ie f .”  (V e r s e  9 )  T h e  e ffe c t  th e r e o f  
is  to  ca u se  the earth, the visible part o f  S a ta n ’ s o r ­

g a n iz a t io n , t o  q u a k e , a n d  th e  h ea v en s , th e  in v is ib le  
p a r t  th e r e to , to  tr e m b le . “ T h e  e a rth  q u a k e th  b e fo r e  
t h e m ;  th e  h ea v en s  t r e m b le ;  th e  su n  a n d  th e  m o o n  a re  
d a r k e n e d ; a n d  th e  sta rs  w ith d r a w  t h e ir  s h in in g .”  —  
V e r s e  10 .

46 L ik e  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  g iv e n  by 
E z e k ie l, J o e l  sh ow s th a t  J e h o v a h  is  o v e r  a n d  a b ov e  i t  
a ll, r id in g  u p o n  th e  h ea v en  o f  th e  h eav en s , a n d  g iv in g  
h is  v ic t o r io u s  c o m m a n d  to  h is  fo r c e s  b eca u se  h e  is  a t 
th e  r ig h t  h a n d  o f  h is  b e lov ed  S o n , th e  a c t iv e  F ie ld  
M a r s h a l l :  (P s a lm  1 1 0 : 5 )  “ A n d  J e h o v a h  u tte r e th  h is  
v o ic e  [ th u n d e r o u s  t o n e s ]  b e fo r e  h is  a r m y ;  f o r  h is  c a m p  
is  v e ry  g r e a t ; f o r  h e is  s t r o n g  th a t  e x e cu te th  h is  w o r d ; 
f o r  th e  d a y  o f  J e h o v a h  is  g r e a t  a n d  v ery  t e r r ib le ;  a n d  
w h o  ca n  a b id e  i t ? ” — V e rse  11.

47 T h e  A p o s t le  P a u l h a d  a v is io n  so m e w h a t s im ila r  to  
th o se  m e n tio n e d  by th e  p r o p h e ts . F ie  g iv e s  a d e s c r ip ­
t io n  o r  th e  c h u r c h  a p p r o a c h in g  th e  g e n e ra l a ssem b ly  o f  
th e  fir s tb o r n . l i e  re fe rs  to  th e  th u n d e r  a n d  l ig h t n in g s  
th a t  w ere  m a n ife s t  a t th e  in a u g u r a t io n  o f  th e  la w  c o v ­
e n a n t a t M o u n t  S in a i . H e  te lls  u s th a t th e  s h a k in g  th e n  
a n d  th e  g r e a t  d e m o n s tr a t io n  o f  d iv in e  p o w e r  f o r e ­
sh a d o w e d  w h a t m u s t n o w  ta k e  p la ce  w ith  th e  b r in g in g  
in  o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s . T h e n  h e  a d d s : 
“ W h e r e fo r e  w e r e c e iv in g  a k in g d o m  w h ich  c a n n o t  be 
m o v e d , le t  us h av e  g ra ce , w h ereb y  w e m a y  serv e  G o d  a c ­
c e p ta b ly  w ith  rev e re n ce  a n d  g o d ly  f e a r ;  f o r  o u r  G o d  is  
a c o n s u m in g  f ire .”  (H e b r e w s  1 2 :  2 8 , 2 9 )  L e t  ev ery  on e , 
th e r e fo r e , w h o  c la im s  t o  be a n o in te d  o f  th e  L o r d  b e ­
w a re  th a t  h e  o p p o se s  n o t  G o d ’ s o r g a n iz a t io n  th a t  is  m o v ­
in g  o n  to  c o m p le te  v ic to r y .

TH E FEET MEMBERS

48 A l l  th e  fe e t  m e m b e rs  m u s t  be in  h a r m o n y  a n d  
p u b lis h  th e  g o o d  t id in g s  o f  p e a ce  a n d  s a lv a tio n . A l l  
th e  a n o in te d  on es  w h o a re  w a tc h m e n  o n  th e  w a lls  o f  
Z io n  m u s t l i f t  u p  th e  v o ic e  to g e th e r  a n d  s in g  th e  p ra ises  
o f  J e h o v a h . A l l  su ch  m u s t see eye to  ey e , b eca u se  th e  
L o r d  th r o u g h  h is  p r o p h e t  says it  w ill be so . ( I s a ia h  
5 2 :  7, 8 )  L e t  a ll th en  w h o  are  in d if fe r e n t  to  o r  o p p o s e d  
t o  th e  a c t iv e  w ork  o f  m a k in g  p r o c la m a t io n  o f  th e  d a y  
o f  G o d ’ s v e n g e a n ce , th e  s e t t in g  u p  o f  h is  k in g d o m , and  
th e  b le ss in g s  th a t  sh a ll fo l lo w , s tep  a s id e  a n d  m a k e  n o  
e f fo r t  t o  h in d e r  th ose  w h o  are  in a r c h in g  in  th e  o r g a n iz a ­
t i o n  o f  J e h o v a h . T h o s e  w h o d o  a c t iv e ly  o p p o s e  a re  o p ­
p o s in g  C h r is t  th e  K in g  a n d  th e r e fo r e  m a k e  th em se lv es  
a p a r t  o f  th e  a n t ic h r is t .

W O R K  OF THE REM NANT

49 A s  th e  m ig h t y  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  J e h o v a h  m ov es  on  to  
th e  c o n f l ic t ,  w h a t p a r t  sh a ll be p e r fo r m e d  by th e  a n o in te d  
on es  o n  e a r t h ?  F o r  th e  b en e fit  o f  th e  a n o in te d , a n d  t o  
e n lig h te n  th e m , G o d  m a d e  a p ic tu r e  a n d  n o w  il lu m in a te s  
i t  th a t  w e  m a y  u n d e r s ta n d  it .

50 J e h o s h a p h a t , G o d ’ s a n o in te d  k in g  o f  I s r a e l  a n d  
th e r e fo r e  th e  re p re se n ta t iv e  o f  th e  M o s t  H ig h  o n  e a r th , 
fo r e s h a d o w e d  J e h o v a h ’ s a n o in te d  n o w  o n  ea rth . T h e  
ru le rs  o f  A m m o n , M o a b  a n d  M o u n t  S e ir  in v a d e d  J u d a h



t o  d e s tr o y  th e  Is r a e lite s . T h e y  r e p re se n te d  th e  D e v i l ’ s 
o r g a n iz a t io n  th a t  n o w , u n d e r  th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  th e  D r a g ­
o n ,  g o e s  f o r t h  “ to  m a k e  w a r  w ith  th e  r e m n a n t  o f  h er  
seed  w h ic h  k eep  th e  c o m m a n d m e n ts  o f  G o d  a n d  h a v e  
th e  te s t im o n y  o f  J e su s  C h r is t ” . (R e v e la t io n  1 2 : 1 7 )  
J e h o s h a p h a t  p r a y e d  t o  k n o w  w h a t m ig h t  be d o n e  to  
r e p e l  th e  a ssa u lt o f  th e  en e m y , a n d  th e  L o r d  G o d  d i ­
r e c te d  h im  a n d  to ld  h im  to  a p p o in t  s in g e rs  th a t  s h o u ld  
p r a is e  th e  L o r d  in  th e  b ea u ty  o f  h o lin e s s , a n d  th a t  th e y  
s h o u ld  be p u t  in  th e  van  o f  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  
I s r a e lite s  a n d  m a r c h  o u t  a g a in st  th e  e n e m y . T h is  th ey  
d i d ;  a n d  w h en  th ey  b eg a n  to  s in g  a n d  p r a ise  J e h o v a h  
h e  set a n  a m b u sh  a g a in s t  th e  e n e m y  a n d  th e y  w ere 
s m it te n .— 2 C h r o n ic le s  2 0 :1 - 2 3 .

51 T h u s  th e  L o r d  te lls  h is  a n o in te d  on  ea rth  th a t  w h ile  
h is  g r e a t  a n d  m ig h t y  o r g a n iz a t io n  is  m o v in g  in to  b a t­
t le ,  th e  p a r t  to  be p e r fo r m e d  by th e  fe e t  m e m b e rs  o f  
T h e  C h r is t  is  t o  s in g . W e  are  n ow  in  “ th a t  d a y ”  a n d  G o d  
sa y s  t o  h is  p e o p l e : “ A n d  in  th a t  d a y  sh a ll y e  say , P r a is e  
th e  L o r d , c a l l  u p o n  h is  n a m e , d e c la r e  h is  d o in g s  a m o n g  
th e  p e o p le , m a k e  m e n t io n  th a t  h is  n a m e  is  e x a lte d . 
S in g  u n to  th e  L o r d ; f o r  h e h a th  d o n e  e x c e l le n t  t h in g s : 
th is  [m a k e ]  k n o w n  in  a ll  th e  e a rth . C ry  o u t  a n d  s h o u t, 
th o u  in h a b ita n t  o f  Z i o n : f o r  g r e a t  is  th e  H o ly  O n e  o f  
I s r a e l  in  th e  m id s t  o f  th e e .” — Is a ia h  1 2 :  4 -6 .

52 H u m a n  v o ic e s , w e ll tr a in e d  a n d  tu n e d  to g e th e r , 
y ie ld  th e  m o s t  h a r m o n io u s  m u s ic  th a t  h as y e t  fa l le n  o n  
h u m a n  ea r . T h e  h a r m o n io u s  a n d  sw eet s o n g  o f  th e  
a n o in te d  r e m n a n t  is  th e  m essa g e  o f  t r u t h  a n n o u n c in g  
th a t  J e h o v a h  is  G o d , C h r is t  is  e a r th ’ s r ig h t fu l  R u le r , 
a n d  G o d ’ s g o v e r n m e n t  o f  r ig h te o u sn e ss  w ill  b r in g  b le ss ­
in g s  to  a ll  th e  fa m il ie s  o f  th e  e a rth . T h e  c o m p a n y  o f  
th e  a n o in te d  is  sm a ll  in  n u m b e r s  b u t “ g r e a t ”  in  th e  
s tr e n g th  o f  th e  L o r d ;  a n d  th is  l i t t le  c o m p a n y , g o in g  
f o r t h  w ith  h a p p y  fa c e s  a n d  h a r m o n io u s  so n g s  o f  jo y  
u p o n  th e ir  l ip s  t e l l in g  th e  m essa g e  o f  th e  L o r d , s trik es  
t e r r o r  in t o  th e  h ea rt o f  th e  e n e m y ’s o r g a n iz a t io n . T h a t  
is  th e  p a r t  to  be p e r fo r m e d  b y  th o se  o n  e a rth . T h e  in ­
v is ib le  a r m y  o f  th e  L o r d  o f  h osts  w ill  a c c o m p lis h  th e  
o th e r  a n d  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  th is  w ork .

53 T h o s e  w h o  h av e  a b u r n in g  zea l f o r  th e  L o r d  a n d  h is  
k in g d o m  w ill n o t  n eed  t o  be u r g e d  to  be h is  w itn esses , 
b u t  w ith  g la d n e s s  o f  h e a r t  a n d  w ith  a s o n g  o f  p ra ise  
u p o n  th e ir  l ip s  th ey  w ill g o  f r o m  d o o r  to  d o o r  a n d  te l l  
th e  p e o p le  th a t  th e  t im e  h as c o m e  w h en  J e h o v a h  G o d

w il l  m a k e  a n a m e  f o r  h im s e lf  in  th e  e a r th  a n d  th a t  th e
b less in g s  o f  th e  p e o p le  sh a ll f o l l o w  s h o r t ly  th e r e a fte r .

QUESTIONS FO R  BER EAN  STU D Y

What is the ultimate purpose of all things that Jehovah has 
provided? Illustrate iu what secondary way these things 
have been used by him. If 1-3.

To whom do all the natural laws, and the means of applying 
them, belong? Account for man's ability to use them. 
Explain the symbolism of “ lightning”. When are ‘Je­
hovah's lightnings’ manifested? If 4-7.

Show the symbolism of “thunder” and of “rain”. Illustrate, 
in the relation of lightning, thunder and rain, God’s means 
and manner of giving the truth to his people. How may 
any procedure contrary thereto he classified? If S-10.

What revelation of truth have God’s people received In the 
last half-century? To whom is the credit due? To hold 
the truth, how must it he received? What position have 
some assumed respecting present truth, and with what 
result to them and to others? IT 11.

From whom, to whom, when, and liow, did the “times of re­
freshing” come, and with what result? Give the applica­
tion of “out of the throne proceeded lightnings and tliun- 
derings and voices". Show the attitude of the faithful at 
that time and how Jehovah answered their prayer. If 12-15.

Prove when ami how Revelation 11: 11) was fulfilled. If 16,17.
What have the ‘lightnings from the temple’ revealed? and 

what abundant “latter rain” lias .Jehovah showered upon 
his people? 1f 18, 19.

Point out the two “wonders” revealed to those in the temple 
condition, and the importance of discerning them. 1f 20, 21.

What qualities particularly distinguish Satan’s organiza­
tion? Wlmt is the nature of the message now to be 
given, ami when and by whom will it be declared? If 22, 23.

Point out the qualities identifying the faithful remnant. 
Describe another class of the consecrated, and show the 
danger of their position. If 24, 25.

Account for the fearlessness of the Zion class. If 20, 27.
For what purpose did Jehovah bring forth his ‘lightnings 

and tlmnderings and rains’ ? Wlmt responsibility and priv­
ilege attended, and with wlmt result? If 28, 29.

Trove that God lias a definite and special purpose in re­
vealing certain truths at this time. Wlmt docs this fact 
mean to the anointed? If 30, 31.

Describe Ezekiel’s vision of God’s organization, and explain 
the prominent features thereof. When was ttie vision ful­
filled, and with what test confronting the anointed? If 32-39.

Witli Ezekiel's vision in mind, show the harmony therewith 
of Joel’s prophecy as to (a) the organization and its 
leadership, (b) the qualities manifested by the actors 
therein, and (c) the nature and purpose of their activities. 
If 40-4(5.

Apply Paul’s picture of Sinai to show the importance of a 
proper appreciation of our relation to Jehovah and of 
obedience to that which he has committed to his anointed. 
AVhat alternatives now face every member of the anointed? 
II 47, 48.

Compare the circumstance of the “remnant” to the position 
of Israel under Jehoslmphat before the armies of Ammon, 
Moab and Mount Seir. Wlmt is the part performed by 
the “remnant”, how is it done, and for wlmt purpose? 
H49-53.

Behold, deliverance is at hand!
Jehovah God gives us command:

‘Go through the gates, the people lead, 
Ye heirs of God and Abraham’s seed! 

For ’tis your work, as Zion’s sons.
Cast up the highway, but the stones 

All gather out. Truth’s standard grand 
Lift up for limn in every land.’



THE GOLDEN AGE OF PROPHECY

TH E  a n c ie n ts  t o ld  o f  a  g o ld e n  a g e  w h e n  m e n , f o l ­
lo w in g  th e  p u rs u its  o f  a g r ic u ltu r e , d w e ll in g  p e a ce ­
f u l ly  o n e  w ith  a n o th e r , e n jo y e d  th e  p lea su res  o f  

e a ch  o th e r  a n d  th e  f r u it s  o f  th e  e a rth , a n d  a ll  th e  e a rth  
w a s  a t  p e a ce  a n d  rest. B u t  h o w e v e r  m u c h  th is  p ic tu r e  o f  
th e  d a y s  o f  lo n g  a g o  m a y  h a v e  d w e lt  in  th e  m in d s  o f  th e  
a n c ie n ts , m e n  h a v e  lo n g  g iv e n  u p  th e  t h o u g h t  th a t  su ch  
d a y s  ev er  r e a lly  e x is te d , o r  th a t  m e n  c o u ld  ev er  h a v e  
h a d  a  t im e  so p e a c e fu lly  h a p p y .

A ls o  i t  is  tr u e  th a t  p o e ts  a n d  d rea m ers  h a v e  v is u a liz e d  
a  k in d  o f  g o ld e n  a g e  t o  c o m e  w h en  m e n  w o u ld  liv e  in  
e n jo y m e n t  o f  th e  f r u it s  a n d  b le ss in g s  o f  th e  e a rth  in  
c o n d it io n s  o f  p e a ce  a n d  sa fe ty .

B u t ,  h u m a n  n a tu r e  b e in g  w h a t i t  is , p r a c t ic a l  m e n  
c a n  n o t  c o n c e iv e  o f  a t im e  w h en  d o m e s t ic  s tr i fe , o r  s t r i fe  
b e tw e e n  th e  n a t io n s , shall c e a s e ; a n d  t o  m o s t  m e n  th e  
id e a  o f  l iv in g  a t  p e a ce , w ith o u t  c o m m e r c ia l  r iv a lr y  a n d  
s t r i fe  o f  a g g r e s s io n , w o u ld  be t o o  d u ll  to  e n jo y . T h e  
th o u sa n d s  o f  y ea rs  o f  h u m a n  e x p e r ie n c e  c o n v in c e  e v e ry  
m a n  o f  th o u g h t  th a t  th e re  is  n o  h o p e  th a t  m e n  w il l  
ev e r  c o m e  to g e th e r  as b ro th e rs , ea ch  c a r in g  f o r  th e  o th e r ’ s 
w e lfa r e  a s  m u c h  as f o r  h is  o w n ; ea ch  m a n  l iv in g  n o t  f o r  
s e l f  b u t  f o r  th e  g e n e ra l w e lfa r e  o f  th e  ra ce  as a fa m ily .  
S o  d eep  in  h u m a n  n a tu r e  a re  th e  ro o ts  o f  se lfish n ess , so 
g r e a t  a  h o ld  h a s  i t  g o t  o n  th e  h ea r ts  o f  m e n , i t  is  m a n ­
i f e s t  t o  a l l  th a t  a p a r t  f r o m  so m e  p o w e r  o f  w h ic h  m e n  are  
a t  p r e se n t  ig n o r a n t  th e y  h a v e  n o t h in g  t o  ca u se  th e m  to  
e x p e c t  a  ch a n g e .

R e l ig io n is t s  b e lie v e  th a t  i f  th e y  c o u ld  g e t  an  o p p o r ­
tu n it y  th e y  c o u ld  d o  m u c h  t o  b r in g  a b o u t  th e  h a p p y  c o n ­
d it io n ,  a n d  m o r a lis ts  b e lie v e  th e y  c o u ld  h e lp ;  th e  s o c ia l­
i s t  is  ce r ta in  h e  c o u ld  h e lp , i f  m e n  w o u ld  a c c e p t  a n d  liv e  
a c c o r d in g  t o  h is  id ea ls . B u t  o r g a n iz e d  r e l ig io n  is  f a i l in g  
in  th e  ea rth , a n d  m o r a l ity  is  h e lp le ss  a g a in s t  th e  w e ig h t  
o f  th e  w o r ld ’ s d is r e g a r d  o f  r ig h te o u s n e s s ; w h ile  th e  
s o c ia l is t  h a s  n o  c u re  f o r  th a t  m o r a l d e f le c t io n  w h ic h  h as 
b e e n  th e  r u in  o f  m en .

T h e  B ib le  is  th e  o n ly  b o o k  in  th e  w o r ld  w h ic h  c la im s  
t o  sp ea k  f o r  G o d , a n d  is  th e  o n ly  o n e  b e a r in g  e v id e n ce  
th a t  i t  d oes  so. I t  te lls  o f  a  g o ld e n  a g e  e n jo y e d  in  th e  
p a s t , a n d  o f  o n e  y e t  t o  c o m e  w h ic h  w ill  be fa r  b e tte r  
th a n  a ll th e  f o n d  d r e a m s  o f  m e n  a n d  m o r e  th a n  th e  
h e a r t  ca n  c o n c e iv e . F u r t h e r  i t  te lls  o f  th o se  w h o  
h a v e  l iv e d  a n d  s u ffe re d  a n d  d ie d  d u r in g  th e  d a rk  c e n ­
tu r ie s  o f  ig n o r a n c e  w h o  s h a ll th e n  be b r o u g h t  in to  l i f e  
a n d  h a v e  e q u a l o p p o r tu n it ie s  o f  e n jo y in g  th e  b le ss in g s  
o f  th e  C re a to r . T o  th o s e  w h o  a re  u n a c q u a in te d  w ith  
th e  B ib le  a n d  w ith  th e  p o w e r  o f  J e h o v a h  su ch  a v is io n  
seem s q u ite  b e y o n d  th e  ra n g e  o f  p o s s ib i l it y ,  a n d  i t  is  
h a r d ly  a m a t te r  o f  su rp r ise  w h e n  th e re  is  h e s ita n cy  in  
a c c e p t in g  w h a t th e  p r o p h e ts  say.

M y t h o lo g y  re p re se n ts  m a n ’ s g o ld e n  a g e  as b e in g  
th o s e  d a y s  w h en  m ^ n  w ere  y e t  fe w  in  n u m b e r , w ere  as 
o n e  fa m i ly ,  w ith  o n e  la n g u a g e , a n d  b e fo r e  w a rs  h a d  
b r o k e n  o u t  in  th e  ea rth . T h o s e  d a y s  c o r r e s p o n d  w ith  
th a t  t im e  a n d  th o se  c o n d it io n s  w h ic h  th e  B ib le  te lls  
e x is te d  soon  a fte r  E d e n  w h e n  m e n  o f  n e ce ss ity  tu r n e d

t o  th e  fie ld s  f o r  th e ir  m e a n s  o f  l i f e ,  a n d  w h e n  J u b a l  
le a r n e d  to  h a n d le  th e  h a r p  a n d  o r g a n , a n d  T u b a l -c a in  
b e ca m e  an  in s t r u c to r  o f  e v e ry  a r t i f ic e r  in  b ra ss  a n d  ir o n , 
a n d  L a m e c h  b e ca m e  fa t h e r  o f  th e  p oets .

T h e  g o ld e n  a g e  o f  m a n  w a s  e a r lie r  th a n  th o se  d a y s , 
a n d  it  la s te d  o n ly  f r o m  th e  t im e  o f  A d a m ’ s c r e a t io n  u n t i l  
th e  d a y  w h en  h e  a n d  E v e  w ere  d r iv e n  f r o m  th e  g a r d e n  
o f  E d e n , p r o b a b ly  n o t  m o r e  th a n  tw o  y ea rs . D u r in g  
th a t  t im e  A d a m , a n d  th e n  h e  a n d  h is  sp ou se , l iv e d  in  
p e r fe c t  h a p p in e ss  b eca u se  th e y  w ere  p u r e  in  h e a r t  a n d  
m in d  a n d  p e r fe c t  in  b o d y . T h e y  w ere  in  h a r m o n y  w ith  
t h e ir  C re a to r , a n d  e n jo y e d  ea ch  o th e r ’ s c o m p a n y  in  c o m ­
m u n io n  w ith  h i m ; th e re  w as n o t h in g  to  m a r  th e ir  h a p ­
p in e s s ;  th e y  w ere  fr e e  f r o m  ca re  a n d  p a in  a n d  ev ery  
m a n n e r  o f  th o s e  d istresses  w h ic h  h a v e  so h e a v ily  a fflic ted  
t h e ir  c h ild r e n . I t  t r u ly  w as a g o ld e n  a g e . I t  is  th e  sa m e  
W o r d  o f  G o d  w h ic h  te lls  o f  a  g o ld e n  a g e  y e t  t o  c o m e  
w h ic h  a ll  o f  A d a m ’ s c h ild r e n  m a y  e n jo y .

T h e  B ib le  is  n o t  a t all w h a t th o s e  b e lie v e  i t  to  be w h o  
h a v e  lis te n e d  to  th e  p re a ch e rs . I t  is  n e ith e r  th e  t o r c h ­
l ig h t  o f  h u m a n  c iv i l iz a t io n  as th e  c h u rch e s  h a v e  c la im e d  
f o r  it , n o r  o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  d oes  i t  c a rry  th e  d r e a d fu l  
d o g m a s  o f  h u m a n  d o o m  as th e y  h a v e  so  s h a m e fu lly  
ta u g h t . I t  c a rr ie s  n o  e v id e n c e  th a t  G o d  ever in te n d e d  
i t  t o  be u sed  as a s u p p o r te r  o f  su ch  c iv i l iz a t io n  as th e  
ch u rch e s  a n d  C h r is te n d o m  h a v e  v isu a lize d  a n d  tr ie d  t o  
b r in g  u n d e r  c o n tr o l  o f  th e  e a rth . I t  is  G o d ’ s l ig h t  to  
g u id e  m e n  t o  h is  p u r p o s e s  a n d  in to  th e ir  a cce p ta n c e  o f  
h is  w ill .  B u t  G o d  h a s  n o t  y e t  g iv e n  th e  B ib le  to  th e  
w o r ld  as su ch . T h e  t im e  f o r  th a t  is  y e t  to  c o m e  in  th e  
d a y , n o w  s o o n  to  b rea k  u p o n  th e  w o r ld , w h en  th e  l ig h t  
o f  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  g lo r y  o f  G o d  sh a ll c o v e r  th e  
e a r th , w h en  t r u t h  c o n c e r n in g  h im  sh a ll be fu l l  a n d  fr e e , 
a n d  w h en  a ll fle sh  sh a ll see th e  s a lv a t io n  o f  G o d . —  
I s a ia h  4 0 :  5.

H it h e r t o  th e  B ib le  h as se rv ed  t o  g u id e  th e  serv a n ts  o f  
G o d  in to  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  h is  w ill to  th e  m e a su re  in  
w h ic h  i t  h as p le a s e d  h im  t o  rev ea l th a t w i l l ;  f r o m  t im e  
t o  t im e  h e h as g iv e n  ju s t  so  m u c h  l ig h t  u p o n  its  p a g es  
as w o u ld  serve  h is  p u rp o s e . T o  th e  lo v e rs  o f  G o d  h is  
W o r d  h a s  b een  ‘ a  la m p  t o  th e ir  f e e t  a n d  a l ig h t  to  th e ir  
p a th ’ , as th ey  h a v e  w a lk e d  th r o u g h  th e  in tr ic a c ie s  o f  th is  
w o r ld ’ s p o lic ie s .

T h e  B ib le  is  m a n ’ s b o o k  o f  l ib e r ty . T r u e  th e re  is  n o  
b o o k  lik e  i t  f o r  m a r k in g  th e  d e g r a d a t io n  o f  m a n , n o n e  
w h ic h  so  f a i t h fu l ly  n o te s  h is  w eak n esses , h is  s in , a n d  
h is  n e e d  o f  p a r d o n  f r o m  h is  M a k e r ;  b u t  f r o m  firs t  t o  
la s t  i t  te l ls  o f  th e  g r e a t  h o p e  w h ic h  m a n  h as b eca u se  o f  
th e  su re  a n d  ce r ta in  w o rd  o f  h is  C re a to r . I t  b e g in s  w ith  
th e  s to r y  o f  m a n ’ s h a p p in e s s , a k in d  o f  g o ld e n  a g e , a n d  
i t  en d s  w ith  a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  su ch  an  a g e  b r o u g h t  a g a in  
t o  m a n , b u t  w ith  its  b le s s in g s  e n la r g e d  so as t o  b r in g  
th e  fu l le s t  s a t is fa c t io n  a n d  c o m p le te s t  j o y  to  a ll m e n .

B u t  b e fo r e  th e  B ib le ’ s s to ry  ca n  b e  r e ce iv e d  i t  is  n e ce s ­
sa ry  t o  r e je c t  th e  e re e d a l in te r p r e ta t io n s . T h e s e , p r o fe s ­
s e d ly  se t f o r t h  t o  te l l  w h a t th e  B ib le  tea ch es , h a v e  t o t a l ly  
p e r v e r te d  it s  m e a n in g . T h e  cre e d -m a k e rs  t o o k  th e  p la in



w o r d s  o f  s c r ip tu r e  to  s u p p o r t  d o g m a s  w h ic h  w ere  in ­
te n d e d  t o  g iv e  s u p p o r t  to  th e ir  v a r io u s  c h u r c h  sy stem s, 
r a th e r  th a n  t o  t e l l  w h a t G o d  h as rev ea led . T h e s e  m e n  
w ere  th e  to o ls  o f  S a ta n , b e in g  o v e rre a ch e d  by th a t  w ily  
a d v e r sa ry  o f  G o d . C o n se q u e n t ly  th e y  a cce p te d  S a ta n ’ s 
d e n ia l o f  G o d ’ s w o r d , w h en  h e  sa id  t o  A d a m  h e sh o u ld  
s u r e ly  d ie  i f  h e  a te  o f  th e  f r u i t  o f  th e  tr e e  o f  k n o w le d g e , 
as b e in g  tru e . S a ta n  s a id  th a t  G o d  h a d  t o ld  w h a t w as 
n o t  tr u e , k n o w in g  i t  w as n o t  tr u e , a n d  th e  ch u rch e s  
h a v e  a cce p te d  S a ta n ’ s w o r d  a n d  h a v e  b e lie v e d  th a t  G o d  
d id  n o t  sp ea k  th e  p la in  tr u th  w h en  h e sa id  th a t  A d a m  
s h o u ld  d ie . T h e y  to o k , a n d  s t il l  r e ta in , th e  p a g a n  d o g m a  
o f  h u m a n  im m o r t a lity  as th e  fu l l  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e ir  
a c c e p ta n c e  o f  S a ta n ’ s lie .

T h e  s tu d e n t m u st a c c e p t  th a t  i -an  is  m o r ta l a n d  is  
s u b je c t  t o  d ea th . E v e r y  s ta te m e n t in  th e  B ib le  sh ow s 
th is  to  be th e  case. T h e  d o g m a  o f  h e l l  t o r m e n t  m u s t be 
r e je c te d  as b e in g  a  b la sp h e m y  u p o n  th e  C r e a t o r :  i t  is  a 
d o c t r in e  o f  d em o n s . T h e  f ic t io n  o f  h eaven  as a  p la ce  
w h e re  a ll g o o d , m i ld ,  fe e b le -m in d e d  person s  g o  at d ea th , 
e q u a lly  w ith  th o se  w h o  h av e  s o u g h t  to  k n o w  a n d  d o  th e 
w i l l  o f  G o d , a n d  th e  fo o t s te p  fo l lo w e r s  o f  J e su s  o f  
N a z a r e th  w h o  h av e  serv ed  h im  a t  a l l  c o s t s :  th is  a lso  
m u s t  be ca st a s id e . E u r th e r , th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e  ch u rch e s  
th a t  th e  e a r th  is n o t  th e  h o m e  f o r  m a n , th a t  re a lly  h e 
is  a s p ir i t  b e in g  w h ose  p e r m a n e n t  c o n d it io n  m u s t  be 
a p a r t  f r o m  a n y  e a r th ly  o r g a n is m : th a t  t o o  m u s t  g o . 
C le a r in g  th e  m in d  o f  th ese  o b s tr u c t io n s  w e  m a y  th e n  
tu r n  t o  th e  B ib le  f o r  its  l ig h t ,  c o n fid e n t  th a t  h e w h o  
g a v e  i t  w il l  g iv e  l ig h t  t o  th e  e a rn est seek er w h o  w a n ts  
th a t  k n o w le d g e  th a t  h e  m a y  liv e  in  h a r m o n y  w ith  G o d ’ s 
w i l l  a n d  r e n d e r  t o  J e h o v a h  th e  h o n o r  d u e  t o  h is  n am e.

M o r e o v e r  i t  is  as n e ce ssa ry  t o  c le a r  th e  m in d  o f  th e  
d o g m a s  o f  s o -c a l le d  s c ie n ce  as o f  th e  c re e d a l d o g m a s . 
T h e  sa v a n ts  o f  s c ie n ce  v e ry  d o g m a t ic a l ly  d e c la re  th a t  
m a n  is  th e  re su lt  o f  e v o lu t io n a r y  p ro ce sse s , a n d  th a t  
th e  e a r th  h as been  h is  h o m e  f o r  u n k n o w n  h u n d r e d s  o f  
th o u sa n d s  o f  y e a r s : th e y  w ill  h ear  o f  n o t h in g  t o  th e  c o n ­
tr a r y . T o  a ll  th ese  th e  B ib le ’ s s to r y  is  b u t  a  f a b l e ;  b u t  
th e  th e o lo g ia n  c la im s  i t  f o r  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  h is  d og m a s . 
N e it h e r  th e o lo g y , n o r  sc ie n ce , as m e n  u se  th o se  te rm s , 
le a d  m a n  a n y w h e re  b u t in to  th e  w ild e r n e s s  o f  d o u b t  
a n d  u n c e r ta in ty .

B u t  t a k in g  th e  B ib le  as th e  W o r d  o f  G o d  g iv e n  t o  te l l  
m a n  o f  h is  p u rp o se s  to w a rd s  h u m a n ity  a n d  th e  e a rth , 
a n d  to  b r in g  m a n , th e  c r o w n in g  g lo r y  o f  a ll m u n d a n e  
th in g s , in to  c lo se  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  h is  C re a to r , w e g e t 
th e  rea son  f o r  m a n ’ s e x is te n ce  a n d  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  h o w  
i t  ca m e  a b o u t . I n  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  m a n  w h o  a llo w s  
G o d  to  b e  h is  g u id e  t o  k n o w le d g e , a n d  w h o  seeks t o  d o  
th e  w il l  o f  G o d , is  e n te re d  th e re b y  in to  a  fu l l e r  k n o w l­
e d g e  th a n  th a t  w h ic h  A d a m  s o u g h t  t o  s ecu re  in  a s u r ­
r e p t it io u s  m a n n e r  w h e n  h e  w as te m p te d  t o  h is  fa l l .  H e  
w a n te d  k n o w le d g e  o u t  o f  G o d ’ s w ay  a n d  t im e . T h e  B ib le  
is  c o m m o n ly  su p p osed  to  be so  d if f ic u lt  o r  so  m y s te r io u s  
a  b o o k  th a t  i t  ca n  n o t  be u n d e r s to o d . T h o s e  w h o  p r o ­
fe s s  t o  te a ch  it  h a v e  sh e lte re d  th e ir  ig n o r a n c e  o f  it  
b e h in d  its  d ifficu ltie s , a n d  h a v e  m a d e  o u t  th a t  its  m y s ­

te r y  is  a ll  th e  m o r e  rea son  f o r  h o ld in g  i t  in  rev eren ce . 
T h e y  p r e fe r  th e  b o o k  to  be lo o k e d  a t  a n d  h e ld  as a 
f e t is h  ra th e r  th a n  th a t  it s  c o n te n ts  sh o u ld  be k n o w n . 
T h e  p r ie s ts  o f  o r g a n iz e d  r e l ig io n  h a v e  b e co m e  th e  h ig h  
p r ie s ts  o f  th e  g o d  o f  ig n o r a n c e . T h e  B ib le  w o u ld  n o t  
h a v e  b een  c o n s id e r e d  so  d if f ic u lt  i f  i t  h a d  n o t  b een  th e  
p o l i c y  o f  e c c le s ia s tic s  to  k eep  it s  k n o w le d g e  f r o m  th e  
p e o p le .

B e g in n in g  a t its  firs t  c h a p te r  G o d  b ega n  to  te l l  w h y  
h e  cre a te d  m a n . (G e n e s is  1 :  2 6 -2 8 )  F ir s t  i t  te lls  o f  th e  
c r e a t io n  o f  th e  e a r t h ; th en  o f  m a n  w h o  w as to  be G o d ’ s 
re p re se n ta t iv e  in  th e  e a rth  w ith  d o m in io n  ov e r  a ll a n ­
im a l l i f e  o f  w h a te v e r  f o r m . T h e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  e a rth  
w a s  f o r  G o d ’ s o w n  p lea su re , a n d  t o  in crea se  th e  p le a su re  
o f  h is  crea tu res .

W h e n  th e  e a r th  w as p r e p a r e d  G o d  th en  fo r m e d  m a n  
o f  th e  d u s t  o f  th e  g r o u n d , th u s  m a k in g  h im  o n e  w ith  
th a t  w h ic h  m a n  h im s e lf  ca lls  h is  m o th e r  ea rth . T h a t  h o  
w as fo r m e d  w ith  a s tr u c tu r e  s im ila r  to  th a t  w h ich  is  
f o u n d  in  a l l  o th e r  e a r th ly  c re a tu re s  in d ica te s  th a t  G o d  
d e c id e d  su ch  s tr u c tu r e  w as th e  best f o r  a l l  e a r th ly  b e ­
in g s . I t  d oes  n o t  in d ic a t e  th a t  m a n  h as e v o lv e d  f r o m  
a  lo w e r  esta te , as th e  w o r ld ly -w is e  d ec la re . G o d  p r e ­
p a r e d  a g a r d e n  f o r  m a n  w h ere  h e w o u ld  be sh e lte red  
f r o m  th e  m o r e  d if f icu lt  c o n d it io n s  w h ich  o b ta in e d  in  
th e  e a rth  a n d  w h ere  w ith  t im e  f o r  m e d ita t io n  h e  c o u ld  
b e g in  t o  g a th e r  e x p e r ie n ce . H e  h a d  w ork  g iv e n  t o  h im , 
b u t  n o t  su ch  as d e m a n d ed  in s tru m e n ts  o f  a g r ic u ltu r e . 
T h e n  w ith  p e r fe c t  e n v ir o n m e n t , a n d  w ith o u t  a ch e  o r  
p a in  o f  b o d y  o r  m in d , a n d  w ith  n o th in g  t o  m a r  p e r fe c t  
h a p p in e ss , w ith  su ffic ien t work-- t o  keep  h im  o c c u p ie d , 
m a n  f o u n d  h im s e lf  l iv in g  in  w h a t s in c e  th e n  m e n  w o u ld  
fo n d ly  c a l l  a g o ld e n  age .

B u t  th e re  w as a  p la c e  f o r  s e l f -w il l  to  en te r , f o r  th e re  
w as a  s lig h t  l im ita t io n  p u t  u p o n  th e  m a n ;  a n d  p e r fe c t  
th o u g h  h is  o r g a n is m  a n d  h is  c ir c u m sta n ce s  w e re , h e  
f e l l  b e fo r e  a  d es ire  to  h av e  h is  o w n  w ay ra th e r  th a n  th a t  
w h ic h  w a s  m a rk ed  o u t  f o r  h im  by h is C re a to r . H is  
g o ld e n  a g e  e n d e d . T h e r e  w as n o  lo n g e r  c o m m u n io n  w ith  
th e  C r e a t o r ; th e re  w as sen se o f  s h a m e ; th e re  w as a n  
o p e n in g  f o r  r e c r im in a t io n  b etw een  h im s e lf  a n d  h is  w i f e ; 
s o rro w , p a in , tr o u b le , d is tress  b eg a n , a n d  th e re  fo l lo w e d  
a l l  th o s e  th in g s  w h ich  h av e  m a d e  h u m a n  l i f e  to  be filled  
m o r e  w ith  so rro w  th a n  w ith  p lea su re . T h e  g a in  o f  s e lf -  
w i l l  w as n o t h in g  to  th e  lo ss  e n ta ile d . M a n  g a in e d  f r e e ­
d o m  f r o m  th e  s lig h t  l im ita t io n  w h ich  th e  la w  o f  h is  
C re a to r  p u t  u p o n  h im , b u t h e f e l l  u n d e r  th e  te r r ib le  
b o n d a g e  o f  s in  a n d  death .

S in c e  th a t  d a y  th e  c h ild r e n  o f  A d a m  h a v e  fo l lo w e d  
in  th e  w ay  h e to o k . T h e ir  h is to r y  is  w r it te n  in  s t r i fe  
a n d  b lo o d . T o d a y ,  m o r e  th a n  6 0 0 0  yea rs  a fte r  th e  fa l l ,  
th e  w o r ld , f la t t e r in g  i t s e l f  th a t  i t  h as rea ch ed  a h ig h  
s ta n d a rd  o f  in te llig e n c e , h as a lm o s t  r u in e d  i t s e l f  w ith  
f r a t r ic id a l  w a r , a n d  seem s u n a b le  to  lea rn  a n y  lesson  
f r o m  its  fo o lis h n e ss . T h e r e  is  n o  p r o sp e c t  th a t  m a n  w ill 
lea rn . T h e r e  is  n o th in g  to  sh ow  th a t  he ca n  le a rn  s in ce  
h e  is  so  fa s t  b o u n d  w ith  p a ss io n , fe a r  a n d  je a lo u s y . H e  
ca n  n o t  b rea k  lo o s e  f r o m  h is  e n v ir o n m e n t .



In their visions of “the perfect clay”  the prophets paid 
no attention to the apparent inability of man to produce 
it. They do not concern themselves with problems. For 
them, problems do not exist: they know the power of 
God. To them, everything depends upon him. Thus 
Isaiah says, speaking for Jehovah, “ Surely as I have 
thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have pur­
posed, so shall it stand.”  (Isaiah 14: 24) The prophets 
do not concern themselves with sewage problems and 
educational schemes, but with the manifestation of the 
power of God, with the change of heart which acceptance 
of his will can bring, and with the blessings which fol­
low when the laws of God are kept.

As the Prophet Isaiah says more than the other 
prophets about the kingdom of righteousness to be es­
tablished in the earth, we may take him as the typical 
messenger of Jehovah in relation thereto, though it is 
ever to be remembered that nil God’ s prophets have had 
the times of restitution in view. (Acts 3 : 21) He begins 
his prophecy by declaring that Israel, fallen into corrup­
tion, will ultimately be healed by God and be restored 
to their first estate. He sees Israel once again as when 
they were before Jehovah at Mount Sinai, counted ac­
ceptable to him ; but now purified from their defilement 
received through their sins against God and their cov­
enant. Then he tells of the blessings which, immediately 
afterwards, will be found by the nations; for, seeing 
God’s ancient people again enjoying the favor of Je­
hovah, they will themselves go to him. They will learn 
that God made all men of one blood: that all are of one 
family; they will turn from wars, and then will begin 
the rule of brotherly love.— Isaiah 2 :1-4.

Isaiah then speaks of the time when all nature shall 
be in harmony, when there shall be nothing to hurt nor 
destroy in all God’s kingdom; of how Jehovah, the God 
of all the earth, will make a feast of fat things for all 
people, and will at that time destroy the vail that is 
over the eyes of all people, that all may know him from 
the least to the greatest and may rejoice in the bless­

ings he has for them. In that same kingdom God will 
swallow up death in victory, and wipe the tears from 
off all faces. (See Isaiah 11 :6 -9 ; 25-: 6-9.) Later he 
tells how the ransomed of the Lord will return (from the 
condition of death and condemnation thereto) and will 
walk along the highroad which God provided for all 
till they come to Zion, that is, to the acceptance of his 
government, where joy and gladness shall be obtained 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. This is a pic­
ture of the whole race of mankind returning from the 
state of death to the blessings of life according to God’s 
original purpose for man. It corresponds to the psalm­
ist’ s comprehensive but more concise statement, “ Thou 
turnest man to destruction; and sayest, Return, ye chil­
dren of men.”  (Psalm 9 0 :3 ) The ransom which God 
has provided includes every man, whenever he lived, for 
Jesus Christ by the grace of God tasted death for every 
man.— Isaiah 35; Hebrews 2: 9.

In those days men will receive the labor of tlieir hands 
and will dwell in peace; men shall build houses and 
inhabit them, shall plant vineyards and eat the fruit 
thereof. Ho land-grabbers allowed, there will then be no 
possibility of any one’s jostling a man out of his pos­
session's by some trivial illegality.— Isaiah 65: 21, 22.

These pictures by Isaiah are repeated in other words 
by the prophets. Jeremiah tells of the time when Je­
hovah will make a new covenant w ith the ancient people, 
which in turn will see the whole world brought to peace 
and rest. But the grand climax of all prophetic state­
ments, and of all that has gone in association with them, 
is found in the Apostle John’s last vision, where he tells 
of the kingdom of heaven coming down upon earth, and 
that God will tabernacle with men and will himself wipe 
the tears from every eye and banish for ever everything 
which is out of harmony with his will, so that his great 
human family may dwell in peace before him. (Revela­
tion 21: 3, 4) Such is the golden age which the Bible 
discloses. It is as sure as God is all-powerful to do 
whatever he will.

W H A T  DID JESUS COME TO  SAVE?

JESUS, speaking of himself said, “ The Son of man 
is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  
(Luke 19:10) We ask, What is meant when men 

speak of salvation, and what did Jesus mean? We an­
swer, The common conception is expressed in various 
ways. To the fervent revivalist, “ getting saved”  means 
much the same as the old phrase “ getting religion” , and. 
when it is not mere excitement, is outwardly manifested 
by a sudden turning from a life of self-indulgence or 
vice to a general deceney of living, especially when this 
is coupled with a religious fervor. To many the word 
means getting saved from hell torment; for this, though 
only the figment of a wild imagination, ha3 through

false teachers been made sufficiently real to millions to 
put them presently in torment. In what may be called 
the somewhat higher ways of religious thought, and as 
the term was used by the old-time Methodist, “ getting 
saved”  meant a consciousness of acceptance with God 
through faith in his Word concerning Jesus Christ. It 
also meant getting deliverance from the law of sin which 
rules in every heart by nature. But even with him salva­
tion included deliverance from eternal torment, which he 
believed was the doom of every one who did not accept 
Christ, that is, who did not “ get religion” . Belief in 
Jesus as the Savior of mankind and joining a chureh 
has been accepted as an assurance against the possibility



of being cast into hell torment. From Rome down, all 
the churches have sedulously taught that it is only as 
men give themselves into the care of the church are they 
fully covered against future evil. Thus salvation came 
mainly to mean the sense of being saved from fear of 
eternal torment, the dread thing which has ruled in 
Christendom from the earliest days of the dark ages till 
now.

We cast aside the vain ideas taken from creedal teach­
ing, and look at what the Bible says; for all that can 
be known of man’s present relationship with God, and 
all that can be known of what is beyond the grave, must 
come from it. There is no other light on the things of 
life and death than that which God has already given 
in his Word, lie  who  ̂like the spiritist, seeks knowledge 
from any other source, as the spiritist does when he goes 
to the dead and socks light from the darkness of the 
grave, soon finds himself in communication with demons 
who personate the dead, and is soon led aside. All such 
are brought into positive danger to themselves, for they 
easily become the dupes of those demons who after the 
flood attempted to lead men from God. These have yet 
the same spirit of rebellion, and seek with greediness the 
minds and bodies of all those who come to them, making 
them victims of their ill will against both God and men. 
Such despisers of God seek that which is forbidden, and 
do it at their peril, even as Eve sought knowledge other 
than from the Creator and was led into death thereby. 
Forbidden fruit has its pleasures, but the result of par­
taking of it must bring suffering and may mean sev­
erance from God.

In the Old Testament the word salvation is most fre­
quently met with in the lksalms and in the prophecy of 
Isaiah. It does not always mean the same thing. Its 
first mention is by Jacob, who in his last days said, “ I 
have waited for thy salvation, 0  Jehovah!”  (Genesis 
49: 18) Jacob, for whom it may be said that evil cir­
cumstances seemed ready to settle about him nearly all 
the days of his life, is typical of the servants of Jehovah 
in all days, who sometimes fall through their own mis­
takes, or sometimes through the providences of God are 
brought into positions of difficulty and danger. In the 
evening time of his life, when he was under the shelter 
of Joseph and of Pharaoh, and that through the shelter­
ing care of his God, ho said God's angel had preserved 
him from all evil. The rest and preservation evas God’ s 
salvation realized. To him salvation was deliverance 
from his fears, his difficulties, and the assurance which 
came thereby that God was with him and that he was 
accepted as one who shared the covenant blessings 
which God had given to his father Isaac and his grand­
father Abraham.

The words of the people in the day when Jehovah gave 
Israel victory over the Philistines through the prowess 
and courage of Jonathan, whose life was in danger 
through the foolish vow of his father, give the general 
note of the Old Testament scriptures as to salvation. 
The people said, “Shall Jonathan die, who hath wrought

this great salvation [deliverance] in Israel?”  (1 Samuel 
14 :45) So the psalmist cries.on behalf of the people 
oppressed by their enemies, “ Cause thy face to shine: 
and we shall be saved.”  (Psalm 80: 3) Thus the sense 
of rest and protection is a present salvation.

The 22d Psalm tells of the sufferings of one who in 
his distress cries out, “ My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me ?”  and, “ All they that see me laugh me to 
scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, 
saying, He trusted on the Lord that he would deliver 
him : let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him. 
. . . They look and stare upon me [their victim]. They 
part my garments among them.”  (Psalm 22 :1 , 7, 8, 
17, 18) Some of these words were spoken by Jesus at his 
crucifixion, and some were fulfilled at that time. (See 
Matthew 2 7 :4 6 ; John 19:23.) From these passages 
it becomes comparatively easy to see that the one who 
is specially spoken of in the Psalms, whether in distress 
or in victory, is Jesus. But frequently his faithful fol­
lowers are counted as with him, so that his experiences 
are theirs also. He and they are seen in one: the 
anointed company. This was the mystery which was 
disclosed to the church in the days of Jesus and the 
apostles. Thus the personal note in the Psalms is true 
prophecy: it was partly fulfilled at the first advent; it 
is completed in the true church’s experience at the 
second coming of Christ.

When Jesus was born it was declared that a Savior 
was born. He was called “ Savior”  because he would 
deliver his people from their sins. This was not what 
the people expected of the Messiah: they wanted a king 
and power. But God had a work to do for his people 
before he could give them what they -wanted. They must 
first turn from their evil ways before God could bless 
them to the service of others. Through the ransom and 
justification through the spirit there was deliverance to 
be got from the great foe, and the life henceforth could 
be lived for God. This salvation from the power of 
sin was deliverance from the greatest ruling force that 
men have known.

But there was a special danger then threatening Israel 
as a people. John the Baptist had come telling of a 
time of judgment and implying national distress and 
perhaps disaster. He said fire should bum up the chaff 
of the nation. (Matthew 3 :10 , 12) Also Jesus definite­
ly foretold that trouble and distress would be sure to 
come upon the people. The apostles thought that the 
trouble would come quickly, and though it did not come 
as soon as they expected, it was ever before their eyes. 
Thus Peter urged all who would hear to save themselves 
from that untoward generation.— Acts 2: 40.

In time they discerned that there was to be a gen­
eral judgment upon the Gentile peoples as well as upon 
the Jews. Thus to the disciples salvation meant com­
plete deliverance from the thraldom of sin and the 
Devil; from the fear of death, for the resurrection of 
Jesus proved that dread thing could not keep them in 
its grip; and from fear of proving unacceptable to God



at the last; and it included deliverance from the terrors 
of the time of trouble into which Jewry was fast going, 
and also from that of later times which would be upon 
all the earth.— Matthew 24.

Thus (1) the Bible, as in Jacob’ s case, tells of a salva­
tion which has the sense of the care and protection of 
God. This means that it is possible for those who are 
saved to know that they are in a position where no evil 
power can hurt them. It does not mean that such will 
not be subjected to those things which are common 
to humanity; but it does mean that they know they are 
in the care of God and that none of these things can 
come upon them without his knowledge; and that, if 
allowed, they are under his control; also that he will 
cause good to result, for to these “ all things work to­
gether for good” . (Romans 8 :2 8 ) Then (2) the Bible 
tells of a personal salvation from the power of sin and 
from the power of Satan, the ruler of the realm of sin. 
It is of this, gained through the holy spirit, Paul writes, 
“ Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the holy spirit.”  (Titus 
3 :5 )  Further (3) there is the complete salvation to be 
realized when the follower of Jesus, faithful unto death, 
is given the promised reward of his faith, and is received 
as joint-heir of Jesus, the exalted Son of God. This sal­
vation is referred to by the Apostle Peter when he tells 
of the inheritance undefiled which awaits the faithful: 
“ To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.” — 1 Peter 
1:4.

But these deliverances are local, either to the in­
dividual, or to time and circumstances, and they do not 
touch the world need. The question remains, What did 
Jesus mean when he said he came to seek and to save 
that which was lost? His words may be taken in two 
ways. He might mean that he had come to seek those 
who were lost, which would mean the whole human fam­
ily, and not merely those who thought or knew that with­
out the sense of the protection of their God they were lost; 
or it might mean that which man had lost by his sin, 
namely, life in communion with God. Whichever way 
this is taken it tells of the loss of life, and an endeavor 
to retrieve the loss.

But then we ask, What of the world’s salvation? Un­
doubtedly in the sight of God the whole race is under 
condemnation because of sin. No man has the right to 
life, for Adam’s sin brought him and all his children 
into danger of everlasting death. But when God gave his 
Son Jesus to be a ransom price for all men, and pre­
sented him as one who should bear away the sin of the 
world, and arranged for him to be the deliverer of men 
from their darkness and bondage, it is apparent that 
there is an offset which subsequent to the sin which 
brought the condemnation completely alters the situa­
tion. The ransom means deliverance from the condem­
nation, and includes the possibility of restoration. De­
liverance is to be experienced in the time of resurrec­

tion. The first thing that man will get as he comes 
from the grave will be a surprise. Those who have died 
knowing only the teachings of orthodoxy will find that 
instead of a judge seated upon a fiery throne, and the 
vast multitudes of human beings gathered round it, and 
the majority being hurled into torment worse than the 
mind of man can conceive, there is deliverance before 
him, with the fullest possibility of life, and himself 
under the care of the Savior who died for him. He will 
soon discover the strict necessity of obedience to the law 
of righteousness which will then be in operation, but 
there he will find nothing to hinder him, but every­
thing to help him.

We ask for some, Is there then no need to fear that 
on death sinners fall into eternal torment, or if the 
“ Judge of all the earth”  should suddenly come to wind 
up earth’s affairs (as ecclesiastics have declared), no 
need to fear that dread thing then ? The answer to both 
questions is, N o ! The provision of the Redeemer by 
Jehovah, the fact that he himself has provided a ran­
som price and has arranged for the world to have a 
Savior Judge and for a day of judgment which lasts 
one thousand years, is full proof that the theologians 
have been all wrong in their declarations about God 
and his purpose toward men.

The Apostle Paul says, God “ will have all men to 
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth” . 
(1 Timothy 2: 4) First he saves them from death; and 
then, by means of the provision he has made through the 
reign of Christ, he will have them taught the truth con­
cerning him so that they may learn the ways of right­
eousness. It is ignorance of him and pride which have 
kept men away from him; it is knowledge of God which 
is the first necessity in the salvation of man. Jesus said, 
“ This is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”  
— John 17: 3.

Adam’s children were not taught the truth about God. 
Abel found out that he could please God by seeking to 
do his will and showing a desire for that course. But as 
the days went by darkness gathered about men, and 
Satan, whose lying deception began the trouble, saw to 
it that the deception became greater and not less. Man 
began to fear God and to think evil of him, blaming 
him for his misery.

As the human family increased, the darkness became 
more dense. The first coming of Jesus did not enlighten 
the world so that it should know him. But God had 
provided the day of enlightenment when all flesh shall 
come to know God, whom to know is to love. That day 
is about to break forth with its light and healing warmth. 
Those whose eyes are open by the seeing of faith see this 
full salvation of man from all his burdens and sorrows, 
and see him enjoying the blessings which God designed 
to give to him. And Jesus “ shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall Be satisfied”  as he sees man enjoying 
these blessings.— Isaiah 53: 11.

But the messengers of Jehovah have a present mes­



sage for all men concerning the things now happening 
and coming on the world. Every intelligent man knows 
that the world is undergoing a great change. Every­
thing is in process of movement; but no one, unless he 
is enlightened by the Scriptures, knows what the move­
ments are or what they portend. The -Bible Student 
knows these things are those foretold by the prophets 
of God and by Jesus himself. They are the changes 
which will carry away the institutions of*the present 
world order preparatory to the establishment of the new. 
As the movements are world-wide and include every­
thing connected with human affairs, it is chair that they 
involve file great time of trouble of which Daniel spoke 
and which Jesus said would come with his return. None 
will escape that which must be considered as the neces­

sary condemnation of that trouble except he is “ under 
the shadow of the Almighty” .

Again, as in the days immediately preceding the 
downfall of Jerusalem, which brought upon that unhap­
py people, the Jews, the greatest trouble any city ever 
experienced, the cry from the servants of Jehovah goes 
forth, “ Save yourselves from this untoward generation.”  
He who wdll may come under the shelter of the great 
rock of the truth, and find himself protected by it, both 
from fierce heat of that day and from the withering 
blasts which threaten to destroy humanity. He who 
knows rests in the Word of God, and in the goodness of 
God, and in the certainty that God can and will carry 
out his purposes to bless humanity, even using the sharp 
lesson of the trouble as part of his means to that end.

LETTERS FROM AFIELD
‘ PRESSING TIIE B A TTLE ’

M y  dfap.l y  beloved  B k o t iie k  H u t h e u f o iu ) :
Although I know that you are very busy I can’ t refrain 

from sending a few lines about a \er.v interesting result of 
our Freedom campaign. It lias stirred the people up to such 
a degree that all the leading conservative papers and many 
smaller papers have published articles against us, taking 
from the Freedom booklet just such parts as we specially 
wanted to have spread amongst them. For instance:

“ Big business and professional politicians, aided and sup­
ported by faithless clergy, have fastened the shackles upon 
the wrists of the common people"

“Christendom so-called is a Iraudulent name used to 
dtceive the common people and hold them in subjection.” 

“ God hits decreed and declared that there shall come upon 
the world a time of tribulation such as never was known ; 
and that during that trouble ‘(Inristondom’ or ‘organized 
Christianity’, so-called, and all of Satan's organization shall 
be destroyed.”

“ God bids tiie peoples to abandon and for ever forsake 
‘Christendom’ or ‘organized Christianity’ and turn eom- 
p'-'tely away from it, because it is tiie Devil’s organization,” 
etc.

Based upon all these statements they tried to prove that 
we are bolshevists. That statement gave its an opportunity 
to have our reply in the same papers, in which reply we 
showed that we had nothing to do with bolshevists and that 
the whole opposition against us had its origin in the clergy 
who were not willing to let the people know about the new 
King and about his kingdom which is now' being established 
in order to bless all the meek who love righteousness with 
life, health and happiness. And in that way also the con- 
servatists got a good witness, and we of course rejoiced.

When we sent our reply to the various papers we wrote 
that if they do not publish it in two weeks we will take 
the liberty to do what we find to be best, and so some of 
the papers informed their readers that they published our 
reply because we had threatened to do something if they 
did not.

As an amusing point I can mention that before we 
scarcely knew about the articles in tiie conservative papers 
and before we had taken any steps against them some labor 
papers published very critical and ironical articles against 
the conservatives showing their stupidity as they tried to 
classify us amongst bolshevists because we were using as 
our base just the same Bible which they claim to support.

As an interesting item I can also mention that many more 
of the common people have recently left the churches here 
than ever before. It is very reasonable to think that this 
has been as a result of the Freedom booklet.

In our canvass we have found one who heard on the radio 
your wonderful lecture from Toronto. It was a little pity

that we knew' too late about your lecture from Albany. If 
we had known it earlier we could have done something in 
connection with it to advance the Truth. When Brother 
Ilalzereit recently spoke in Berlin it was a great joy for us 
to hear it.

As we expect to have our main convention in September, 
about the 20th, it would lie a great joy if it would be pos­
sible for you to visit at that time northern Europe and 
also our convention.

Itojoicing over our opportunities and appreciating them 
highly, I beg you to accept my warmest greetings and 
Christian love!

Your grateful brother by his grace,
K aaki.o IlAirrEVA.— F i n l a n d .

“ FOUR HOURS A W EE K ”
D e \k B k e t h u e n :

We, the undersigned workers of the eeclesia at Denver, 
Colorado, desiring to express our appreciation to our heaven­
ly Father for the kingdom interests lie lias so graciously 
placed in our hands, do hereby promise the Lord that we 
will, to the best of our ability, engage in tiie service work 
at least four hours a week, and call on twenty-five or more 
families with the gospel of the kingdom, until lie shall say, 
‘Come up higher’ ; the above being subject, of course, to our 
physical ability to do so.

Ever your brethren and fellow' workers in Zion.
[Here follow thirty signatures.]

INSPIRED AND ENCOURAGED
r>E\n B r e t h r e n :

Your letter relative to Brother Watt’s visit with us was 
read to the class, and by a unanimous vote they requested 
me to express to you their appreciation of his visit with us, 
for he was indeed an inspiration and encouragment to the 
San Antonio class.

Seeing his untiring zeal for the Lord and his cause has 
awakened us to our responsibility and duty and has caused 
many to renew' their activity in the Lord’s service.

We are truly thankful to our heavenly Father, and to you, 
dear brethren, for sending Brother Watt among us. The 
San Antonio ecclesia greatly appreciate your labor of love 
in our behalf and daily remember you at the throne of grace.

Your brethren by his grace,
S an  A ntonio E cclesia.

J. SI. K impokt, Hcc'y.



International Bible Students Association
SERVICE APPOINTMENTS

C. W . CUTFORTH

Moncton, N. B. .........Sept. 21-23 Pictou, N. S. — ...............Oct. 1
Amherst, N. S. ...____ ”  24, 25 Sydney, N. S............ 2
Truro, N. S............ ....... ”  26, 27 Glace Bay, N. S. ... .........  ”  4, 5
Stellarton, N. S. ........  ”  28-30 Sydney, N. S............_____ ”  6, 7

Rockford, 111. ...

F. H. DOUGHERTY

............ Sept. 20-22 Findlay, Ohio ....... ....... Oct. 4-6
Peru, Im!.......... ............  ”  23-25 Attica, Ohio ........... ..... ”  7-9
Wabasa, Ind. ..............  ”  27-29 Mansfield, Ohio .... ..... ”  11-13
Marion, Ind. .........Sept. 30-Oct. 2 Ashland, Ohio ....... ..... ”  14-16

G. H. !DRAPER

Alma-Merrill, Mich. . Sept. 20-25 Lansing, Mich............ ...Oct. 7-0
C^osso, Mich. ..............  ”  27-29 Charlotte, Mich.......... ... ”  11-13
Durand, Mich. ......Sept. 30 Oct. 2 Battle Creek, Mich. .... ”  14-10

Fenton, Mich. ..._.........Oct. 4-6 Otsego, Mich.............. ... ”  18-20

II. E. H AZLETT

Detroit, Mich. ...............Sept. 8-29 Martins Ferry, Ohio ... Oct. 7-9

Lima, Ohio ........ .. -Sept. 30-Oct. 2 Wheeling, W. Ya........ ... ”  11-13
Bellaire, Ohio .................Oct. 4-6 Fainuont, W. Ya....... .... ”  14-16

M. L. HERR

Unity, Wis. .. .............Sept. 10-18 Jump River, Wis. Sept. 30 Oct. 2
Athens, Wis. ...............  ”  20-22 Conratli, W is................. Oct. 4-6
Curtis, Wis. .. ............... ”  23-25 Black River Falls, Wis. ”  7-9
Withee, Wis. .......... .....  ”  27-29 Loyal, W is...................... ”  11-13

W . M. HERSEE

Moncton, N. B ........... Sept. 21-23 Alberton, P. E. X............ Sept. 23
Alma, N. B.....................  ”  24 Charlottetown, P. E. I. .. ”  30
Charlottetown, P. E. I. ”  25 Hazelbrook, P. E. I .......... Oct. 1, 2
St. Peters Bay, P. E. I. ** 26 Moncton, N. B..................  ”  4

H. S. MURRAY

Sharon, Pa........ .... .....Sept. 20 22 Meadville, Pa. ..._____oct. 4-e
Farrell, Pa......... ............. ”  23-25 Cambridge Springs, Pa. ”  7-9
West Middlesex, Pa......  ”  27-29 Erie, Pa.............. ...........  ”  11-10
Greenville, Pa. ......Sept. 30-Oct. 2 Buffalo, N. Y. ..______  ”  18-30

E. D. iORRELL

Sidney, Ohio ......... ....Sept. 20-22 Dayton, Ohio ..............Oct. 4-13
Piqua, Ohio ....... ...........  ”  23-25 Tippecanoe City, Ohio ”  14-16
Urbana, Ohio ... ...........  ”  27-29 Troy, O h io ......... ...........  ”  18-20
Springfield, Ohio ..Sept. 30-Oct. 2 Lancaster, Ohio ..........  ”  21-23

J. C. RAINBOW

La Porte, Tnd. ............ Sept. 16-18 Auburn-, Ind....... ...........Oct. 4-G
South Bend, Ind........... ”  20-22 Edgerton, Ohio . 7-9

Elkhart, Ind....... ...........  ”  23-25 Alvordton, Ohio ..........  ”  11-13
Goshen, Ind....... ...........  ”  27-29 Defiance, Ohio ............. ”  14-16
Garrett, Ind....... ....Sept. 30-Oct. 2 Fostoria, Ohio ... ...........  ”  18-20

E. B. SHEFFIELD

Carbondale, TU. ........Sept. 1G-1S Valier, 111............ ...Sept. 30-Oct. 2
.........  ” 20-22 FTnrn, Til Or»t 4-6

White Ash, 111. .............  ”  23-25 Bellmont. Ill...... ...........  ”  7-9
West Frankfort, 111......  ”  27-29 Vincennes, Ind. ............. ”  11-16

W. J. THORN

Richmond, Ind. ..........Sept 20-22 Bedford, Ind. ...............Oct. 4-6
Acton, Ind.......... ...........  ”  23 25 Salem, Ind.......... 7-9
Whiteland, Ind. .......... ”  27-29 Medora, Ind........ ...........  "  11-13
Nashville, Ind. ....Sept. 30-Oct. 2 Ewing, Ind......... .......  ”  14-16

J. C. W ATT

Columbus, Ohio ........Se£*t. 20-25 Pittsburgh, Pa. . Sept. 27-Oct. 23


