
TJpon the earth distress o f  nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves [the restless, discontented] roaring; m ens hearts failing them 
for  fear, and for  looking after those things which are coming on the earth : for the powers o f  heaven shall be shaken. . . . When these 
things begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Look up, and lift  up your heads; for  your redemption 
draweth nigh.— Luke 2 1 :2 5 -3 1 ; Matthew 24 : 33 ; Mark 13 :29 -
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YEAR BOOK 1928
A new Year Book for 1928 has been prepared. It contains 

the complete report of the president to the annual meeting. 
It also contains a text for each day appropriate to the year 
text. A limited number has been printed. Classes should 
order through the service director. Price, 50c.

1928 CALENDAR
A calendar for 1928 containing the year text is now 

ready. It is made from an original painting showing the 
reflected light of God’s glory upon the earth, with his ser­
vant calling upon the people and delivering to them the 
message of comfort and consolation. It is printed in four 
colors. Everybody will like this one. In lots of 50 or more 
80c each; single copies 35c each.

LOCAL CONVENTIONS
For the mutual encouragement of brethren in the South, 

three mid-winter conventions have been arranged. A number 
of pilgrim brethren will take part In the program at each 
of these conventions.

San Antonio, Texas, January 13-15. For further par­
ticulars address Elijah Smith, Secretary, 134 Divine St., 
San Antonio, Texas.

Dothan, Ala., January 27-29. Address Dr. M. S. Stough, 
Secretary, 402 N. Foster St., Dothan, Ala.

Jacksonville, Fla., February 3-5. Address D. F. Johnson, 
Secretary, 1618 Liberty St., Jacksonville, Fla.

WATCH TOWER STUDY
A number of the brethren seem to be agitated about what 

the Scriptures say concerning our Lord’s second coming. In 
the February 1st and 15th issues The Watch Tower will dis­
cuss the matter in detail. It is believed that this will help 
many to see the matter in the proper light. It is suggested 
that those who are in difficulty suspend their conclusion un­
til these issues of The Watch Tower are printed and 
have been carefully studied.

I.B-S-A. BERFAN BIBLE STUDIeF ]
By Means op “ T h e  W a tc h  T o w e r”  I

“ Christians’ Mission on Earth”  “ The Passing of the Powers”
7, November 1, 1021 Z November 15, 1027
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HONOR HIS NAM E

"Sing forth the honour of his name.” — Psalm O'} ■ 2.

JEHOVAH’S name is not compaiable to that of any 
creature. He is the Almighty God beside whom 
there is none. Contrary to this great truth the 

name of Jehovah has been made an issue before the 
minds of creatures for the past six thousand years. One 
of his creatures called Lucifer forced the issue. In do­
ing this he became God’s enemy and had his own name 
changed from that which means bearer of light to that 
which signifies everything that is evil. It has ever been 
the policy of this evil one to push the name of the great 
Jehovah God on the side, to ridicule his name, and to 
cause creation to defame God’s name and to regard him 
as a fiend unworthy of respect and praise. This the 
enemy has done in order to exalt himself that he might 
receive the worship of men and keep them in subjection 
to himself. God could have prevented the enemy from 
so doing but it is manifestly the purpose of Jehovah to 
permit the enemy to demonstrate his full and complete 
depravity. Thereby others of his creation may learn the 
evil effects of sin and the blessings resulting to those who 
are obedient to God and who honor his name.

2 Jehovah God has not pushed his name to the fore. 
At stated intervals he has brought his name prominently 
before his creation. This he has done by a demonstra­
tion of his unlimited power, which has always proved 
that the Devil is powerless against Jehovah when the 
latter deems it proper to exercise his great power against 
the evil one. At these stated intervals God has brought 
his name before his creation, not for a selfish reason but 
for the benefit of his creatures. Unselfishness has been 
his motive. This is another proof that “ God is love” .

3 During the ages God has magnified his word of 
promise above his name. The time has come, however, 
when Jehovah’s name shall be exalted among all his 
creatures upon a parity with his word of promise. Then 
all creatures will know that the word of God is always 
true and that his name is above all and worthy to be 
praised.

* When the Lord God was pronouncing the sentence 
against man for the violation of his law he took cog­
nizance of Satan’s part in that evil course and he then 
and there gave his word of promise that at some future 
time “ the seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s 
head” . Time and again God magnified that word of 
promise.

5 Centuries later he began to foreshadow his plan for 
carrying into operation that promise. He called Abram 
and made to him the promise: “ In thee shall all fam­
ilies of the earth be blessed.”  (Genesis 12 :3 ) Here 
Abraham represented the Lord God, and God’s word of 
promise shows that the blessing of all the families of 
the earth must proceed from Jehovah because he is the 
great Life-giver. Later the Lord caused Abraham to 
present his son as a sacrificial offering and it was at 
that time that God made promise to him: “ In thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”  (Genesis 
22: 18) In this picture Abraham represented the Lord 
God, and his son Isaac represented Jesus the beloved Son 
of Jehovah. The promise shows that the blessings must 
come from Jehovah bv and through his Son Christ 
Jesus. It also shows that “ the seed of promise”  which 
shall bruise the serpent’s head is Christ the beloved 
One of God and God’s great representative.

6 During all these centuries God has kept his word of 
promise to the fore in this, that he has always had some 
one on the earth who has borne witness to his word of 
promise. The faithful ones of Israel magnified God’s 
word of promise. When Jesus came he magnified the 
promise of his Father. The apostles magnified the word 
of promise, the faithful Christians throughout the Chris­
tian era have done the same thing. David foreshadowed 
the true Christians, and his prophetic words are placed 
in the mouth of such. Therefore it is written: “ I will 
bow down towards thy holy temple, and thank thy 
name, for thy lovingkindness and for thy faithfulness. 
For thou hast magnified above all thy name, thy word !”  
-—Psalm 138 : 2, Rotherham.

7 God’s word of promise is perfect. It is his expressed 
will. In the ages he has moved majestically forward in 
carrying out his will as expressed in his Word. At stated 
intervals to save the people from complete infidelity he 
has brought his name prominently before them. Now 
the “ seed of promise”  is about completed and the time 
is at hand when the Lord will magnify his holy name 
before mankind. The issue will then be finally de­
termined against Satan in favor of Jehovah. He will 
have a witness given in the earth of his purpose and 
intention to magnify his name, and this witness must 
be given now. The faithful members of Christ on the 
earth are granted the privilege of bearing witness to that



great fact. Therefore God says to them: "Y e are my 
witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have 
chosen; that ye may know and believe me, and under­
stand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, 
neither shall there be after me. . . . Therefore ye are 
my witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God.” — Isaiah 
43:10, 12.

8 There is no doubt as to the present mission of true 
Christians yet on the earth. All the prophetic evidences, 
viewed in the light of the physical facts, prove that the 
world has ended, which means that Satan’ s organization 
has reached its fulness; that God has set his beloved 
Son upon his throne (Psalm 2 :6 ) ,  which means that 
Christ Jesus has assumed his great authority and begun 
his reign; that Satan has been expelled from heaven 
and that all the forces are now gathering for Arma­
geddon, which is the great battle of God Almighty 
against Satan and his organization; and that the Lord 
has come to his temple, which means that the Lord is 
gathering to himself his faithful servant class. To this 
class the Lord gives commandment to proclaim the 
great message of God’ s truth to the nations of earth as 
a witness and then Armageddon shall quickly follow 
and that shall be the final trouble upon earth. In  that 
great time of trouble Jehovah God will make for him­
self a name even as he did when he overthrew the Egyp­
tians and delivered his chosen people from bondage.

9 Those now in the temple class God has called and 
taken out from the world as a people for his name. It 
becomes the privilege and duty of such to show forth his 
praises. The witness to his name must be done before 
Armageddon because it is God’s announced purpose that 
it shall be done. There would seem to be no reasonable 
cause for giving such testimony after Armageddon. 
The conclusion is therefore irresistible that now is the 
time for the temple class to magnify the name of Je­
hovah. This they do by beginning to sing forth the 
honor of his name. It is therefore appropriate that we 
open the year with the text which is virtually a call 
by members of the temple class to each other saying: 
"Sing forth the honor of his name.” — Psalm 66: 2.

10 The prospect therefore is one of great activity on 
the part of the temple class in proclaiming the message 
of God concerning his vengeance and the blessings his 
kingdom will bring to the peoples of earth.

11 The issue is now clearly stated, to w it: Who is 
God? Who then is on the Lord’ s side? Who will joy­
fully be a witness to the name of the Lord God ? Let all 
who will answer “ I”  look well to the provision God has 
made for the giving of the witness and then quickly 
avail themselves of such provision and participate in 
singing forth the honor of his name.

HINDRANCES
12 This is the time when the enemy is making war 

against the remnant of the seed of promise which keep 
the commandments of God and have the testimony of

Jesus Christ. (Revelation 12 :17) That remnant makes 
up the wise and faithful servant class which gives the 
witness against the enemy and to the name of Jehovah. 
For this reason that class becomes and is the worst foe 
of Satan on earth, hence he wars against them. Be 
advised then that the witness work will not be without 
hindrances. The enemy is wily, subtle, and fraudulent. 
He will attack some from one position and some from a 
different position. Into the mind of some the enemy 
will inject the thought that greater material wealth 
would now be of advantage. Such will reason that if 
they could accumulate large sums of money, that would 
not only help themselves but help the Lord’s cause. 
Therefore some lay aside the service of the Lord for 
the time until they can accumulate great wealth and 
then expect to return. They seldom return to the service. 
Usually one who takes that course forgets God and the 
privilege of serving him.

13 Into the minds of others the enemy may inject the 
thought that all earthly Substance must be put aside or 
given away that thereby one might live a life of sacri­
fice and silently wait for glorification. Others may be­
come so lazy and dreamy that they will not provide the 
things decent and honest for themselves and their de­
pendent ones, only waiting upon the Lord, as they say. 
Still others may fall into such great poverty that they 
would despair, thinking God had forsaken them.

14 Into the minds of others the enemy may inject vain 
thoughts causing such to magnify their own importance, 
thereby causing them to abandon the Lord’s appointed 
way of doing his witness work and into taking up soma 
foolish way that they have gotten for themselves. The 
Devil will work every possible scheme to overcome the 
anointed ones. The Lord, foreknowing the schemes of 
the wily enemy, and for the good of his creatures, caused 
tc be recorded in his Word that which expresses the trua 
Christian heart’s sincere desire, namely: “ Remove far 
from me vanity and lies; give me neither poverty nor 
riches; feed me with food convenient for m e; lest I  ba 
full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the Lord? or lest 
I  be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in 
vain.” — Proverbs 30: 8, 9.

15 The true child of God desires to be meek before tha 
Lord. That means that he must not think too highly 
of himself but think soberly and remember that every­
thing he has is the gracious gift from God. He desires 
to be humble under the mighty hand of God, which 
means that he wants to always be obedient to God’s 
commands. He sees that extreme earthly riches would 
tend to cause him to forget God and his own relation­
ship to the Almighty One. He sees that extreme poverty 
might cause such discouragement that he would despair. 
Concerning these things he wants to have the spirit of 
a sound mind and to diligently and faithfully use what­
soever means is available to provide the necessities and 
then to use all of his endowments in the service of tha 
Lord to his glory. He recognizes that God has only one



way of doing his work in the earth, and the true Chris­
tian wants to keep in harmony with that way. There­
fore he prays: ‘Teed me with food convenient for me.”  
That which is fit and proper, which is strengthening 
and builds one up as a new creature in Christ, is con­
venient food.

10 Where would the new creature look for such food ? 
For his physical needs he would carefully consider what 
natural food is best suited to give him strength of body 
and mind that he might serve. For his mind he would 
diligently seek the food which the Lord has provided for 
his own. Seeing that the Lor'd has led his people in the 
harvest period, and provided them with meat in due 
season through his chosen channel, the child of God has 
confidence that in the same manner the Lord will con­
tinue to provide for his own. Every dumb ox knows 
his master’s crib, from whence comes his food. (Isaiah 
1: 3) Surely the Lord’s people should now know from 
whence comes their food.

17 Let no child of the Lord be deceived by vain state­
ments or doctrines that emanate from ambitious men; 
for instance, such statements or doctrines as announce 
the month and day when the last member of the church 
will be taken to heaven. Such doctrines are not only 
vain and foolish but are presumptuous before the Lord. 
Let every one be diligent to do what God has commanded 
his people to do, having full confidence that the Lord 
will glorify his children in his own due time. Whether 
one year or ten years are required to finish the witness 
work should not be material to the servant of the Lord. 
I f  he loves the Lord God he will joyfully keep his com­
mandments by doing what his hands find to do. This 
done he will not take the name of the Lord in vain.

PRAYER
18 Prayers should not be made for a selfish purpose. 

The prayer set forth in the foregoing text (Proverbs 
30: 8, 9) is not a selfish prayer; because it asks God to 
keep his child in that happy condition that will enable 
him to glorify and honor the Lord’s name. The true 
Christian will always keep uppermost in his mind the 
thought: What can I  do to best honor my Father’s 
name ? All who are in the flesh are weak. Because there­
of the Christian may commit some great blunder or 
find himself guilty of other dereliction. He may find he 
has taken a lawless course and his heart’s desire is to 
be in full harmony with his heavenly Father. He de­
sires to go to the throne of heavenly grace for help. Shall 
he go with the desire or request that he may be par­
doned solely for his own benefit? No. He should have 
a higher motive than that. The true motive under such 
conditions is suggested by the words of the prophet: 
“ For thy name’s sake, 0  Lord, pardon mine iniquity; 
for it is great.” — Psalm 25:11.

19 The child of God realizes that his own dereliction 
or iniquity may bring discredit or dishonor to the name 
of God and he is prompted by the highest motive when

he prays: “ For thy name’s sake, 0  Lord, pardon mine 
iniquity.”  God has put his name upon his anointed 
ones who are on the earth. His name is involved in 
their course of action. All who love the Lord are 
anxious that no dishonor shall come upon his name by 
reason of a wrongful course. Moses prayed unselfishly 
when he asked God to blot him out if that would make 
atonement for the Israelites. (Exodus 32 :32) Paul 
expressed a like desire. (Bomans 9 :3 )  Surely then the 
true child of the Lord would rather be blotted out than 
to bring dishonor to his Father’s name. The true and 
honest-hearted who loves God and strives to honor hi3 
name will be remembered in mercy by the heavenly 
Father; and the Lord will hear his prayer and for his 
name’s sake restore such servant to himself.

20 Those who make up the faithful servant class, 
otherwise designated the remnant, must engage in the 
battle with the powers of evil. Sometimes the battle is 
pressed hard and God does not at once reveal how he wall 
deliver his servant. The servant’s discomfort may be 
because of some negligence, failure or refusal in the 
performance of duty. He therefore prays that he may 
be cleansed from all defilement to the end that he might 
get on in the service to the glory of God’s holy name. His 
heart finds true expression in the words written: “ Help 
us, 0  God o f our salvation, for the glory of thy name; 
and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for thy name’s 
sake.” — Psalm 79 : 9.

21 The servant of the Lord must keep in mind his 
proper relationship to Jehovah his Father. Evidently 
such was the thought Jesus intended us to have when 
he gave the model prayer to his disciples. Often prayer 
is uttered to Jehovah in a perfunctory manner and some­
times with undue familiarity. The expression is used: 
“ Lord, we come into thy presence,”  etc. That is not 
the way that Jesus taught oue to pray. (Luke 11: 2) 
“ When ye pray, say, Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name.”  Here the name of Jehovah 
God, the Father of the new creation, is involved. To the 
new creature that name is most sacred. He should re­
gard, and will regard, that name with the highest degree 
of respect, reverence and awe. He should recognize the 
dignity, wisdom and superiority of God above all. The 
Lord is the source of life. He is the Father of the new 
creation. Every good and perfect thing proceeds from 
him. There is none like unto him. He is to be honored 
above all creation. The Christian must recognize this. 
The Lord, however, condescends to hear the pet.tion of 
the imperfect creature. The proper reverence for God 
is shown by the Christian when he asks a favor that the 
holy name of Jehovah might be honored.

KNOWLEDGE
22 Knowledge is essential to life eternal. All men were 

born without the right to life. The way to obtain ever­
lasting life is that which God has graciously provided. 
That provision does not force life upon anyone. It is



offered to man as a gracious gift. No gift can be ac­
cepted without the receiver having knowledge of the 
offer. The gift of life is through the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ and by exercising faith therein and obedience to 
God’s expressed will. For this reason it was declared by 
the great Master: “ And this is life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent.” — John 17:3.

23 All of mankind who will ever receive life must get 
it through Christ and must have some knowledge there­
of before receiving it. The Lord in his Word reveals 
the importance of knowledge on the part of the new 
creation. The Christian is told to be transformed by the 
upbuilding of his mind. (Romans 12: 2) He is directed 
to add knowledge to his faith and by reason of knowledge 
to increase his wisdom and faith. (2 Peter 1 :4 -8 ) It 
is in line with this request that the child of God prays 
his Father: “ Feed me with the food convenient for 
me.”  The Lord provides such necessary food for the 
new creation.

24 It is therefore important that the members of the 
temple class assemble themselves together for regular 
study of the Word of God by feeding upon the meat in 
due season and to encourage each other. Such food and 
such provision is through the Lord and it is upbuilding 
and helpful and therefore convenient for the Christian. 
As he continues to grow in knowledge he has a clearer 
vision of God’s purpose and a greater desire to enter 
into his service and faithfully perform that service.

SAFETY
25 Those of the remnant being advised that the enemy 

is bent upon their destruction know they must find a 
place of safety. Going forward to give witness to the 
name of Jehovah they encounter many agencies of the 
enemy. They are made the objects of reproach. They 
suffer much tribulation. They have many trials. This 
is the potion provided or cup poured for the servant 
class. It is the cup the drinking of which means salva­
tion on the divine plane. The drinking of that cup or 
potion means obedience to the Lord. Naturally weak, 
being beset by the enemy and his many agencies, and 
having many trials and much opposition, such would 
tend to discourage the Christian when he faces the bat­
tle. He sees his duty and his privilege, however, and 
knowing that he can seek the throne of grace in every 
time of need he confidently says: “ I will take the cup 
of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord.”  
(Psalm 116:13) Here again he is seeking the honor 
of Jehovah’s name by calling upon that name.

28 To all the faithful, true witness class God grants 
the privilege of calling upon his name with confidence 
that such call will be heard. He has put his name upon 
them and therefore he will honor his own name by hear­
ing the petitions asked in a proper way. He who en­
joys this privilege of prayer to the Father, and avails 
himself thereof in sincerity, finds a place of safety.

“ The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous 
runneth into it, and is safe.” — Proverbs 18:10.

27 It is the temple class, the wise and faithful servant 
class, the remnant of his people, to whom God grants 
the privilege of being witnesses of his name. He offers 
such complete protection while engaged in the blessed 
performance of the duty of service. To them he says: 
“ The Lord of hosts is his name. And I have put my 
words in thy mouth, and I  have covered thee in the 
shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, 
and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, 
Thou art my people.”  (Isaiah 51:15, 16) The blessed 
and sweet relationship between Father and children 
composing the servant class is here set forth.

COURAGE
28 To have courage means that one knowingly faces 

danger and walks directly into it in the performance 
of duty, at the same time confidently relying upon God 
for protection and deliverance. The child of God, who is 
engaged in singing forth the honor of the Lord’s name, 
has every reason to be of good courage. In fact only 
those who joyfully engage in the Lord’s service to the 
glory of his name have any assurance of protection in 
this time of peril. Such know they are on the Lord's 
side and that the Lord is their strength and salvation. 
They therefore confidently say: “ The Lord is my rock, 
and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, 
in whom I will trust: my buckler, and the horn of my 
salvation, and my high tower. I  will call upon the 
Lord, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved 
from mine enemies.” — Psalm 18: 2, 3.

29 Such do not feel that they must appear before 
others in an apologetic manner when they go as repre­
sentatives of the Lord. On the contrary, they go forth 
in the name of the Lord as the representatives of the 
Most High and by his authority and with full confidence 
they delight to sing forth the honor of his name and 
advise the people concerning his purpose. These faith­
ful servants rally together around their standard and 
press the battle at the gate against the enemy. They 
rejoice in the fact that the time of salvation and deliver­
ance is at hand. They encourage and cheer each other 
arid together lift up the voice to the praise of God’s 
holy name. “ We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the 
name of our God we will set up our banners: the Lord 
fulfil all thy petitions.” — Psalm 20:5.

30 A banner is not only a symbol of encouragement 
but it also is an expression of defiance to the enemy. 
It is an announcement that God’s anointed ones will 
stand shoulder to shoulder proclaiming the name of the 
Lord and never quail before the enemy. (Philippians 
1: 27, 28) This is the reason why the servant class in 
this day of battle is strong in the Lord and in the 
power of his might.

HONOR DUE HIM
31 The true child of God is anxious to sing forth the 

honor of Jehovah’s name. It is due the Lord that his



name be honored above all. It is due time to sing forth 
the honor of his name. The anointed ones are the only 
true representatives of God on earth and they are great­
ly honored by having the privilege of representing him. 
Speaking for them the Psalmist says: “ Give unto the 
Lord the glory due unto his name.”  (Psalm 29 : 2) This 
text is also a call by each member of the temple class 
to the other members of the temple class.

32 In line with this command it is proper that each 
member of the remnant class keep before his brethren 
the great importance of now having a part in the service 
of the Lord. AVhile no one has a right to attempt to 
compel another to engage in the Lord's service, it is the 
duty and privilege of each one to point out to his brother 
the great advantage and favor resulting from participat­
ing in his service. It is impossible to sing forth the 
honor of the Lord’s name now unless we avail ourselves 
of opportunities for serving him because this is the 
means that God has provided for the witness to his 
name to be given. Amidst great opposition the little 
company of anointed ones delight to encourage one an­
other and together engage in singing the honor to the 
Lord’s name.

EXALT HIS NAME
33 The ecclesiastical wing of Satan’s organization in 

particular has taken the name of the Lord. They have 
taken it in vain because taking it for a selfish purpose. 
'They defame his holy name. They are therefore the 
enemies of God. The true witnesses of the Lord are 
few on the earth. These are despised by the pretenders 
even as Jesus was despised by the ecclesiastics and their 
allies of his time. God foreknew the conditions that 
would exist at this time on earth and he caused his 
prophet to speak to his servants, saying: “ Praise ye the 
Lord. Praise, 0  ye servants of the Lord, praise the 
name of the Lord. Blessed be the name of the Lord, 
from this time forth and for evermore.” — Psa. 113 :1 , 2.

34 This prophecy must have a fulfilment at some time. 
Its fulfilment has begun. From this time forward and 
for evermore the name of Jehovah shall be exalted and 
no power can possibly prevent it. Satan’s organization 
must fail and then all will be brought to a knowledge 
of the true meaning of J ehovah’s name. It is the blessed 
privilege of the feet members of the anointed to now 
begin the work of exalting Jehovah’s name in the earth.

35 The servant class therefore sees that at this time 
there is a definite work to be done. This work now 
consists of proclaiming the glad tidings to the nations 
cf earth that Jehovah is God, that Christ is King, and 
that the kingdom of God is at hand. The Lord has pro­
vided the machinery to print the message for wide cir­
culation. He has provided the radio to send the message 
into the prison houses; having provided the ammuni­
tion and laid down the barrage he calls upon his servant 
to go forward and press the battle; and for their en­
couragement says to such that ‘he will be for them a

crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty unto them’ . 
He will be a shield and protector and comforter and the 
blesser.

3(3 The song of glory now begun shall go forward until 
it fills the earth. “ From the rising of the sun unto the 
going down of the same the Lord’s name is to be 
praised.” — Psalm 113 : 3.

37 This does not mean daily worship as some have 
erroneously construed it to mean. The sun rises in the 
east and goes down in the west, and from east to west 
is every place on the earth. Therefore the time must 
come when everywhere the sun shines the name of the 
Lord God shall be exalted in appropriate praise. All 
who live will honor his holy name. God’s prophet was 
given a vision of the people relieved from bondage and 
all giving praise to God. It was a vision of the song of 
deliverance for humankind. The anointed ones now on 
earth begin that glad song which shall never end. This 
year of 1928 will be marked by a great witness of praise 
to the name of Jehovah.

WORTHY OF PRAISE
38 The name of Jehovah God is worthy of all praise. 

He is the complete expression of unselfishness. His lov­
ing kindness is beyond the expression of words. When 
the peoples of earth come to realize that the long dark 
night of Satan’s rule has ended and their release from 
bondage has come; when they learn that the way to life 
everlasting is open to all mankind and that God in his 
loving kindness has made this provision for them, then 
the multitudes will exclaim: “ Who shall not fear thee, 
0  Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy.”  
—Revelation 15:4.

39 The name of Jehovah will continue to be exalted. 
The creation invisible to man shall send forth his praises. 
All the visible governing factors of earth and all crea­
tion subject thereto will praise his holy name. The 
mighty mountains will lift their hoary heads in songs of 
praise. The broad fields will declare the honor of God’s 
name. The trees of the wood clothed in garments of 
verdure and beauty will rejoice, and every creature that 
breathes and lives shall join in the grand hallelujah 
chorus to the honor and glory of Jehovah’s holy name.

40 Out of darkness the Lord has called his people for 
a purpose and put his name upon them. In advance 
of others cf mankind he has given his faithful ones a 
vision of his gracious purposes. These faithful ones are 
now made his witnesses. Every one now holding fast 
and remaining faithful to the end shall see the complete 
triumph of Jehovah and the issue finally and for ever 
determined to his glory and honor. Their own reward 
will be an everlasting dwelling place in the house of 
the Lord. It is their duty and blessed privilege to now 
beseech their brethren and fellow workers in the field to 
join them by participating in the service of the Lord in 
singing forth the honor of his name.

41 The prayer meeting texts for each week during Hie



year 1928 have been selected in harmony with the year 
text: The comments have been prepared with the one 
thought in view, that of honoring Jehovah’s name.

42 Each week the various ecclesias assemble for prayer 
and testimony. Let it here be suggested that time and 
effort be not wasted but be conserved and properly used. 
Do not go to the prayer and testimony meetings with the 
thought of relating only some experience that you have 
had with an individual. Eather let your testimony be 
along the lines of the text for the week, particularly 
magnifying the name of Jehovah. This will enable all 
who thus participate in the meeting to keep one thought 
uppermost in mind, that of honoring Jehovah’s name. 
It will enable all to see in addition thereto that a cli­
max in the ages has been reached; that now is the most 
blessed time the Christian has been on earth during the 
Christian era; that now the temple class has entered 
into the joy of the Lord, and that the chief joy is the 
vindication of Jehovah’s name. That must have been 
the chief joy set before Jesus and to which the apostle 
referred when he says: “ For the joy that was set be­
fore him [he] endured the cross.”  (Hebrews 12: 2) lie  
comes to his temple and those whom he finds faithful 
he invites to participate in his joy. These now are made 
to be partakers with Christ Jesus in proclaiming the 
name of Jehovah in saying that his name is to be vin­
dicated and this brings to their heart an unspeakable joy.

43 Let no one engage in the service merely because he 
thinks he is compelled to do it. Let each and every one 
engage in the service of the Lord because he delights 
to do it. In this manner we prove our love for God. 
(1 John 5 :2 )  The lead taken at the prayer meetings 
each week of magnifying Jehovah’s name should be fol­
lowed throughout the week; and each and every day in the 
service take occasion to magnify his name that others 
may know that Jehovah is God, and that the time for 
the exaltation of his name has come.

QUESTIONS FOR BEKEAN STUDY
Wliat has been the Issue before the minds of God’s creatures 

l'or the past six thousand years? Who forced the issue, 
and with what design? What course has Jehovah pur­
sued down through the uges, and why? What is his 
present procedure, and to what end? U 1-3.

Wlmt promise accompanied God’s sentence against man for 
liis disobedience? How was this “seed” foreshadowed? 
In what way has “ the seed” been re\ealed? If 4, 5.

How, and by whom, lias Jehovah’s name been magnified in 
the earth? How will the great iSsue be finally determined? 
If 6, 7.

Wlmt is the duty and privilege of God’s true witnesses at 
(lie present time? What is the testimony to be given? 
What may be said of the urgency of the occasion? Why 
are Christians granted this privilege? If 8-11.

In what is the enemy particularly active at this time? Whv 
do not ail the Lord's people have the same experiences and 
diliicullies in tills connection? How should God’s faithful 
witnesses consider the hindrances placed in their wai ? 
If 12-15.

What provision lias the Lord made for the guidance an 1 
assistance of his people? (Ephesians 4: 11-10) How should 
such providence and ministry be received? If 10, 17.

What is prayer? Why is it necessary and helpful? How 
should one pray, and for'what? If 1S-21.

In what respect is knowledge essential to eternal life? How 
is knowledge related to faith? What is the purpose of 
class study? Whut is its relation to home study? If 22-24.

For whom has Jehovah provided a place of safety? Why? 
How may the Christian continue to abide therein? U 25-27.

What is true courage? Why is the Christian courageous? 
What is the source of his confidence and strength? I»y 
what means may his strength be increased? If 28-30.

How may Jehovah’s witnesses assist one another? Is this 
an obligation or a privilege? What can be said, in this 
regard, of the power'of example? U 31, 32.

Wliy lias the inlluence of the ecclesiastical element been 
particularly harmful? What is the testimony now to be 
given regarding the Devil’s kingdom? What is to be de­
clared respecting the kingdom of God? What various 
means has the Lord provided for accomplishing this wit­
ness work? What is the true purpose of daily worship? 
11 33-37.

Why is Jehovah God worthy of all praise? When will he 
receive the honor due his name? To whom and for what 
purpose has lie given a vision of his plan? What may be 
said of the privilege now granted to the faithful servant 
class? If 38-40.

Explain the true purpose of the praise and testimony meet­
ings. How may the prayers and testimonies be made to 
contribute directly to (hat end? What should be the mo­
tive in service? How may one’s zeal be increased? U 41-43.

THE KINGDOM  PREACHED BY JESUS

IT IS plain to all that in its statements regarding the 
kingdom of God the New Testament does not appear 
to say the same things about the kingdom as are 

said in the Old Testament. The prophecies of the Old 
Testament spoken by holy men of old concerning the 
kingdom of God told of the time when the enemies of 
Israel and of God’s rule on earth would be destroyed 
and when God would extend the power of his kingdom 
throughout the whole earth. The Prophet Daniel was 
told that “ the kingdom, and dominion, and the great­
ness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions 
shall serve and obey him” . In its establishment it would

break in pieces and consume all the kingdoms of the 
earth.— Daniel 2 :4 4 ; 7 :27.

The Davidic kingdom was the basic picture of the 
prophecies. But the prophetic vision is much wider than 
that of a mere Jewish kingdom. The New Testament 
speaks of the kingdom of God, or the kingdom of heaven, 
as if it were something different from this. It has only 
little to say about any such organization established upon 
the earth for the rule over all mankind, but rather as 
if it had more particular reference to the state of heart 
and mind. This difference has led organized Christian­
ity to say that the Old Testament is altogether wrong 
in its prophecies. They consider the idea of an actual 
visible organization upon earth as being crude although



indeed they have endeavored to make and sustain such 
an organization for their own glorification. There has 
been no more domineering rule in the earth than that 
which has been attempted by the church systems, and 
which these systems have called the kingdom of heaven 
on earth.

Church members of almost all classes come to the con­
clusion that the prophets were not inspired and that 
these men merely visualized certain conditions which 
could arise if Israel were to have their long-looked-for 
d nninion over the Gentiles.

Is this difference between the Old Testament and the 
New a vital one or is there something to be explained? 
The answer is : The New Testament reveals the ruler, 
while the Old Testament discloses the earthly repre­
sentatives of the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew relates that when John the Baptist began 
his work the burden of his cry was, “ The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.”  (Matthew 4 :1 7 ) Undoubtedly 
John’s declaration that the kingdom of heaven was at 
hand, and also that he was the herald of a coming one, 
and was fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah, ‘making straight 
the way of the Lord’ (John 1 :2 3 ), stirred the people 
to unusual expectation. His coming would appear to 
them to be timely; for Herod the Great had already 
restored and enlarged the temple, giving it something of 
its first glory. The people began to think that the king 
bo long looked for was now to be expected. But when 
John announced that Jesus of Nazareth was the one for 
whom he was forerunner, the Jews would have neither 
John nor Jesus. The carpenter of Nazareth was not one 
whom they would make their king.

John’s ministry was soon brought to an end. Herod 
put him in prison and later killed him. Jesus took up 
the kingdom message. He also preached the good news 
of the kingdom of heaven and called the people to re­
pentance. The Pharisees, who had early lost interest in 
John, as quickly discerned that Jesus had no use for 
them, nor they for him, and they became his enemies.

After a time Jesus was very busily engaged in Galileo 
teaching the people and healing their sick. Of what 
he taught there is no particular record but it.is evident 
that he intended the people to understand that the king­
dom of heaven was represented by him. In his talk 
with the people he turned their minds from anv thought 
that he was about to set up such a kingdom as they con­
ceived, and when after he had miraculously fed thou- 
eands of men and women with only five loaves and two 
small fishes they would have made him king, he quickly 
dispersed them.

Some time during that ministry in Galilee he spoke 
the parables, which are known as the parables of the 
kingdom, the most familiar of which is the Parable of 
the Sower, in which the kingdom of heaven is likened 
to a man sowing seed in his field. These parables show 
that whatever Jesus had to say concerning the proph­
ecies which foretold the kingdom of God there was

something to explain about the kingdom which had not 
hitherto been disclosed.

Jesus had, however, already begun to show that there 
was to be prepared the ruler of the kingdom, which work 
must be done before it could be set up in power. When 
Jesus was busily engaged in his work John had sect 
two of his disciples to ask him about himself; for John 
had expected that Jesus would increase and become a 
leader of a great company of people, and that a kingdom, 
the only kind of which he knew, would soon be estab­
lished. John discerned that Jesus was not such a one 
as would take the sword against Rome, but probably he 
thought that God would stir the people up to place Jesus 
on the throne.

Jesus at that same hour worked many miracles and 
then told John's disciples to go and tell John that the 
scriptures spoken concerning the Messiah were being 
fulfilled by him. In Nazareth Jesus had read to his 
home town people Isaiah’s prophecy: “ The spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach.”  
Then he added: “ This day is this scripture fulfilled in 
your ears.”  (Luke 4:18-21) Jesus said he was that 
Messenger. Thus it began to be seen that Jesus was 
telling of the ruler in the kingdom of God foretold by 
the prophets, which yet was not the same as that which 
was commonly understood as being referred to by the 
prophets, namely, a kingdom which should break in 
pieces all opposing forces and set God’s people in peace 
and free the human family from its ills.

Jesus emphasized this when he told the Pharisees 
that the miracles he performed were evidences that the 
kingdom of God had come in their midst. Clearly he 
referred to the reigning one. His words were called 
forth by their sneering declaration that some of the 
miracles were wrought by the power of Satan. Jesus 
retorted that they were done by the finger of God and 
added that this fact was proof that the kingdom of God 
was present. He was the representative of the royal 
majesty of the heavens. The kingdom had. come upon 
them unawares. Later to these same people, who so 
blinded themselves that they could not understand and 
demanded of him when the kingdom of God should 
come, Jesus replied, saying: “ The kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation: neither shall they say, 
Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God 
is among you.”  (Luke 17:20, 21, margin) The latter 
word is translated in the King James Version as “ with­
in you” , and a false Christianity has seized upon this 
word and taught that Jesus meant each person has 
something within him which is part of the kingdom of 
heaven. They teach that a man who would “ reach out 
to higher things” , who wants to “ get into touch with 
the infinite” , as another expresses it, has only to develop 
something he has within him and that this is really all 
that is demanded of the disciple of Christ. This de­
duction is contrary to everything declared in the divine 
revelation.

Human nature is fallen and its restoration comes



from God and not from man. That there are very few 
men wholly depraved is true. Each has some of the 
original purity; but salvation conies by regeneration 
through Christ and not by self-endeavor. That the 
marginal rendering “ among you”  is correct is shown 
by comparison with John 1 :26 , where John the Bap­
tist is reported as saying to some of the same class of 
people: “ There standeth one among you, whom ye 
know not.”  The kingdom was operating before their eyes 
and they refused to see it. It is also claimed that Paul 
thought the same thing when he said: “ The kingdom of 
God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the holy spirit.”  (Romans 14 :11) Paul does 
not argue that the kingdom of God of which Jesus spoke 
is only righteousness, joy, and peace in the holy spirit, 
but says that the kingdom of heaven in its then incipient 
or first phase is a kingdom of righteousness for every­
one who accepts the teaching of the way of Christ.

I f  there is a kingdom there must be a king. Jesus did 
not in any sense draw the attention of the people to him­
self as king of the kingdom he proclaimed and spoke of 
as being then present. But when the last week of his life 
had come he entered Jerusalem in lowly yet kingly style, 
riding upon an ass, fulfilling the prophecy by Zeeharialr 
which said: “ Behold, thy King eometh unto thee; he 
is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an 
ass.”  (Zechariah 9: 9) Jesus there represented himself 
as the representative of Jehovah and the ruler of the 
kingdom of God then being prepared.

At the end of that same week when he was before 
Pilate, and Pilate asked him about the statement which 
the Jews attributed to him, namely, that he claimed to 
be Christ an anointed king, Jesus replied to Pilate ac­
knowledging the fact by saying to Pilate: “ Thou savest 
It.”  The answer was indirect, but that Jesus intended 
so to he understood is evident from the fact that he 
further said: “ My kingdom is not of this world.”  In­
terpreted, as they must be, by other words of Scripture 
the in- ailing is plain. His kingdom has no relationship 
to this world’s order or ways. It is no result of any 
evolutionary process. The kingdoms of this world are 
of man, ruled by Satan, who is the invisible overlord 
and prince. The kingdom which God would set up by 
Jesus is the direct act of God through Christ; and 
neither human wisdom, nor policy, nor the Devil, has 
any part in its establishment.

But Jesus constantly directed the attention of his 
disciples to a future day for the establishment of hi a 
kingdom. He said: “ Fear not, little flock; for it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  (Luke 
12: 32) He showed there could be no inheritance of the 
kingdom for them until he should come again. He pic­
tured himself going away to receive a kingdom and sha r- 
ing it with his disciples on his return,— Luke 19 : 12-11.

It is apparent Hen that though the kingdom of heaven 
came with Jesus, the work that he did and began was 
preparatory to the later establishment of his kingdom 
in power. Those who became his close faithful followers 
were to share with him when that kingdom should ! 3 

established. After Jesus was raised from the dead the 
disciples still with the expectancy of the kingdom, fer 
that was over before their minds, said to him on the hut 
occasion they met with him before his ascension: “ Wilt 
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?”  
(Acts 1 :6 )  The Lord did not answer them directly, 
but intimated to them that they should receive under­
standing when they received the holy spirit. When the 
holy spirit came upon them at Pentecost they perceived 
that before the kingdom could be set up in power a 
work must be done which was a continuance of that 
which Jesus had begun. At first the apostles only per­
ceived that work as it applied to the bringing of their 
own people into harmony with the teachings of Jesus. 
They expected that many of Israel would see the error 
of their ways, would repent, and accept Jesus as th y 
themselves had done, namely, as the Messiah sent cf 
God, sent to turn the people to repentance. Later the 
apostles discerned that before the full establishment of 
the kingdom that there was another work to be done, 
namely, that the gospel of the kingdom was to be 
preached amongst the Gentiles, that a people for the 
name of Jehovah might be gathered out of them. They 
did not know how long these things would take, and 
the length of time during which this work would be in 
motion was never revealed to them.

It is now the privilege of the servants of Jehovah to 
see the development of his purposes and to enter into 
his service under the glorified Jesus as the apostles did 
in the early days. Now the proclamation is made of the 
kingdom in power, and of the deliverance of those for 
whom Jesus died, to wit, all mankind, so that they may 
lie free to serve God and attain to everlasting life on 
earth.

“'Thv kingdom come, thy will he done, 
Jehovah God, our King;

In glorious majesty shine forth,
And life and blessing bring.

Spread peace and plenty o’er the earth, 
Enkindle love and joy.

Create each heart, endowed with grace, 
And free from sin’s alloy.

“ Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
Through him who loved and saved, 

Who conquered death that we might live, 
Who triumphed o’er the grave.

Thy kingdom come, 0  wondrous One, 
Ascend the ancient throne,

Light of the Gentiles, Israel’s Hope,
Oh, hear creation’ s groan!”



PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM

W HE 1ST Jesus began his work he called attention 
to himself as the Messenger of God by means 
of some miracles which he wrought. Then 

for a time he used John’s proclamation: “ Repent; for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  (Matthew 4 :1 7 ) 
Later he began to publish abroad the good news of the 
kingdom and ministered to the people, healing them of 
their sicknesses and diseases. When he began to teach 
the people about the kingdom he spoke to them in par­
ables. That fact in itself would not be considered un­
usual, for it was and still is the custom of the East, but 
the disciples noted a difference between his manner of 
teaching them and the people, and they asked him the 
reason. They said: “ Why speakest thou to them in 
parables ?”

Jesus told them he had a definite purpose. He said: 
“ Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. For 
whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have 
more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall 
he taken away, even that he hath. Therefore speak I  
to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and 
hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. And 
in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, 
By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and 
seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: for this 
people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any 
time they should see with their eyes, and hear v/ith 
their ears, and should understand with their heart, and 
should be converted, and I should heal them. But 
blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for 
they hear. For verily I  say unto you, That many proph­
ets and righteous men have desired to see those things 
v Inch ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those 
things which ye hear, and have not heard them.” — 
Matthew 13:11-17.

In the gospel of Matthew a number of these parables 
are placed in sequence with evident intention of calling 
attention to them. In them Jesus said the kingdom of 
heaven is likened to a man sowing seed in his field and 
to a harvest growing to maturity. He likened it to a 
growth of a seed into a tree. Then he spoke of it as 
being like a man seeking goodly pearls and of buying 
one he found at extreme cost to himself.

It is plain that these pictures are different from the 
prophetic statements of the Old Testament which show 
that the kingdom of heaven, however beneficent its re­
sults, is established by violence. It is not surprising that 
those who are not instructed in the Word of God should 
make the mistake of thinking there can be no relation­
ship between the Old Testament prophecies of a violent 
and even a catastrophic establishment of the kingdom 
and these New Testament declarations that the kingdom 
comes as quietly as nature carries on its work of pro­
ducing the crop from the seed and that those who ob­
tain its blessings gain them at great cost.

The explanation is in the fact that the development 
of the kingdom of God had its beginning with an advent 
of Christ The part represented by the parables began 
with the first coming of Jesus. That part which is to 
be performed by the prophets begins after the second 
advent. The first work has for one of its objects the 
gathering out of the world those who are to be joint- 
heirs with Jesus in his kingdom and who, together with 
him, form the royal house of God. (1 Corinthians 12) 
This done, the earthly representatives follow, when the 
faithful ancients are resurrected. In the meantime 
events in the earth amongst the nations, and especially 
those nations which are called Christendom, have de­
veloped. These nations of earth have been brought into 
a readiness to be tested on their profession and brought 
to judgment. The time for the establishment of the 
kingdom of heaven in power has come.

There are two sets of parables which tell of the king­
dom during the interval between the two advents of 
Christ. Both are seen in Matthew’s gospel. There is 
the duster of parables in chapter thirteen, and another 
series spoken by Jesus at the close of his ministry re­
corded in the twenty-fifth chapter. They are not special­
ly related to the church as such but tell of the kingdom 
as it would be seen among men. They are intended both 
as guidance and to give warning to the true disciples' 
during the time of his absence.

The first of the first series is of a sower going forth 
to sow. Though it is not said of that parable that the 
kingdom of heaven is to be likened thereto, yet Jesus 
said that the word he spoke related to the kingdom. 
(Verse 19) It is evident that the work concerning’ the 
kingdom which began then was as a sowing of seed 
which in process of time should bring a harvest. This 
was made clearer by the next parable in which he lik­
ened his disciples to good seed and wicked men to evil 
seed. He showed how damage would be done by Satan 
and how a condition of confusion would arise which 
would be settled only in the time of harvest and then 
by fire which would consume the tares. He showed by 
the parable of the mustard seed that there would be 
an abnormal growth of that which appeared to some 
to be the kingdom. He showed that great religious 
systems, which would arise, after starting with the simple 
truth which Jesus spoke, would expand abnormally. This 
parable does not show that the kingdom which Jesus 
began was intended to grow to such huge dimensions as 
is claimed by orthodoxy. This is proven by the words 
of Jesus, who said the tree would give lodgment to the 
“ birds of the air” , which in his first parable he declared 
were the agents of the evil one. The churches have 
grown and have indeed become nesting places for Satan’s 
agents. He showed by the parable of a woman with 
leaven how the truth which he gave to the disciples would 
be contaminated with evil. The false woman, “ the 
mother of harlots”  of Revelation 17, did hide her leaven

u



of error in the food which Jesus gave to his people. 
This is a fulfilment of the prophetic parable.

Further Jesus showed that only those could be of the 
kingdom who paid a heavy price therefor. He represents 
himself as having found a treasure in a field, the field 
being Vie world, and that he to obtain that treasure sold 
all that he had. Christ made his great sacrifice to enter 
into the kingdom of God. He further showed how those 
who would share blessings with him must follow him in 
the way of sacrifice. These he likened to a man seeking 
goodly pearls, who when he found one of great price sold 
all that he had that he might possess it.

Here then in these parables is increase, with loss as 
well as gain; an admixture of evil men amongst the 
Lord’s disciples. There is an abnormal growth and 
there is the spoliation of the truth. At the same time 
those wrho seek the truth as God gave it in Christ must 
pay the costly price of full consecration to God, follow­
ing in the footsteps of Jesus. These parables, in con­
junction with those spoken by him concerning the end 
of the age when he comes again as a nobleman who has 
been in a far country and reckons with his servants, show 
that a work has been in process intended to gather to 
God through Christ a true people who will serve God 
at any cost to themselves. When Jesus returns he reckons 
with his servants; and those found faithful are appor­
tioned the joy of continued service, entering into the 
joy of their Lord, that is, of being associated with him 
in the last great work which he is doing upon earth 
before the age comes to an end.

The purpose of sowing of truth in the earth has been 
to bring a people to God at the end of the age, “ a peo­
ple for his name,”  to form the servant class of Isaiah’s 
prophecies (See Isaiah 4 3 :1 0 .), those who, represent­
ing Jesus, will complete the work which he began in his 
ministry in Palestine.

The kingdom of heaven in its beginning tested the 
Jews, in the person of Jesus and the truth he spoke; 
and at the end, the second advent, it tests Christendom, 
which professes the name of Jesus. Both Jews and 
Christendom failed. Christendom is found as unready 
for the message, and as unwilling to receive the repre­
sentatives of Jesus, as the Jews were unready and un­
willing to receive him and his truth.

It is this unexpected development of the kingdom 
which is spoken of as the mystery of the kingdom. A 
mystery in the Scriptures does not mean something 
which is hidden, and which must continue to be hidden. 
Rather it means a secret which is revealed, though in 
such a way as to be understandable only by those who 
are true followers of Christ. Thus it is that the mys­
teries of the kingdom have not been understood. Or­
ganized Christianity has not understood the parables. 
It has taught that all good people are taken to heaven 
at death. But the heavenly inheritance, which is set 
before those who seek the pearl of great price at the 
eost of whole-hearted consecration to God, is not under­
stood by them. Only the fobtstep followers of Jesus are

quickened with the hope of finding their everlasting life 
and inheritance in the heavenly mansions. It is of these 
only that the apostle writes there is entrance “ to an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you” .— 1 Peter 1: 4.

In the kingdom, represented by the parables, the en­
emies of righteousness are the oppressors and the Apostle 
Paul says that it is through much tribulation the king­
dom is entered. (Acts 14 :22) In the kingdom, when 
the prophets become the earthly representatives of the 
King, a highway will be opened up so that the ran­
somed of the Lord may return with the blessings of 
God upon them and with all difficulties taken out of the 
way. Their reward will be the obtaining of joy and 
gladness in the earth for which man was originally 
created. But during the preparation of the kingdom of 
heaven, when those are being gathered out who are to 
be heirs of that kingdom, the walk is one of faith; and 
progress is made by overcoming difficulties and fighting 
adversaries set in the way to hinder.

It is natural to any human being, rich or poor, old 
or young, to want only that kind of existence which 
belongs to him by nature. Human beings desire life 
on earth in happiness. The peoples of earth have wanted 
health, freedom from care, and continuity of life. 
Through the havoc made by sin the human family has 
been deprived of health, mental, moral and physical; and 
they have been compelled to live in an environment 
which has been hurtful rather than helpful and the 
comparatively small number who have enjoyed such 
blessings as money could give have not thereby escaped 
the sorrows of death.

Therefore it should be understood that the heavenly 
inheritance to which the footstep followers of Jesus 
look came as a revelation to them. No man could 
imagine it. Ho man can reach it save by consecration 
of that which may be said belonged properly to the hu­
man being. None can attain to the heavenly inheritance 
unless he makes a full consecration of his life to God 
and then performs his covenant. The way to this bless­
ing of immortality and incorruptibility is about closing. 
The development of the kingdom has come almost to 
completion.

These faithful followers of Jesus, who are The wheat 
gathered into his garner’ , are in the end of the age privi­
leged to become the messengers of Christ telling of the 
establishment of the kingdom in power. Their message 
is unacceptable, but they have the same spirit as Jesus 
had and in this also they follow in his footsteps. Theirs 
is the privilege to stand as witnesses for God for the 
honor and glory of his name. Now they are despised in. 
the earth and neglected even as Jesus was despised by 
the Pharisees and the leaders of the people. These faith­
ful ones bear witness to God’s holy name. The work 
of Jesus as a man is of course looked upon as the great­
est work ever done by man. But Jesus, referring to his 
work and to other work to be done, said: “ Greater works 
than these shall he do; because I  go unto my Father.”



(John 14 :12) The fact that the witness Jesus gave 
was limited, it may in this respect be said that the work 
that is being done now in the earth by the disciples in 
the name of God and under the guidance of the Lord 
is a greater work of witnessing than Jesus himself did 
because now the witness is to all nations of the world.

Just as in Jesus’  day the time had come when the 
people who had been the only recipients of God’s favor 
must be tested, so now the time has come that Christen­
dom must be put to the test. The test is the light of

truth. As light is a help when accommodated to the 
power of the eve to receive it, so is it a danger when it 
is too strong for the eye. The Jews ought to have been 
able to take the light Jesus brought, but it became a 
test to them, for in its simplicity it was too powerful for 
them. So now the simplicity of the proclamation of 
the Lord’s presence and the announci ment of the estab- 
lishment of his kingdom is blinding the eyes of Chris­
tendom. The truth is too simple for them and is too 
damaging to their interests to be acceptable.

A N  INTERESTING QUESTION

QU ESTIO N : Is it proper for a sister who is a 
member of the congregation to make a motion 
that the congregation take certain action and 

then to speak in favor of the motion; and is it proper 
for sisters to speak against such a motion, where there 
are brethren in the congregation who could present the 
matter to the church ?

Answer : The Apostle Paul wrote under the inspira­
tion of the holy spirit. He had in mind the law that 
God announced should govern the relationship of the 
woman to the man. He said, “ God is not a God of 
confusion, but of peace. As in all the congregations of 
the saints, let your wives be silent in the assemblies; 
for it has not been permitted to them to speak, but let 
them be submissive; even as the law also says; and if 
they wish to learn anything, let them ask their own 
husbands at home; for it is an indecent thing for a 
woman to speak in the assembly.”  (1 Corinthians 14: 
33-35, Diaglott) This scripture seems to explicitly 
answer the question propounded.

A distinction must he made between the assembly and 
a Berean study. An assembly means when the congrega­
tion holds a general meeting for the purpose of transact­
ing any business or to be addressed by some elder of the 
congregation. The apostle’s argument is to this effect: 

God does everything in order and with him there is 
nothing that is confusion. Everything with the Lord is 
o f peace, and in all the assemblies of the saints things 
should be done in order and in peace. Therefore in the 
assemblies let your wives be silent, for it is an indecent 
thing for a woman to speak in the assembly. This is 
exactly in harmony with the apostle’s statement in an­
other place in which he says, “ But I suffer not a wo­
man to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but 
to be in silence.” — 1 Timothy 2 :12 .

A matter comes before the congregation for its con­
sideration. The proper ones to present it to the congre­
gation are the elders. The reason for this is that the 
elders are elected by its action to be the counsellors or 
advisers of the congregation, as stated, “ Take heed 
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
which the holy spirit hath made you overseers, to feed

tliu church of God, which he hath purchased with his 
own blood.” — Acts 20: 28.

Let us suppose a matter of business is to be brought 
forth and the elders have met together and consulted 
about it. To do it decently and in order one elder should 
present the motion to the congregation and another elder 
make a second thereto. Then the elder presenting the 
motion should state to the congregation any good rea­
sons why the motion should be carried. I f  there is an­
other side to the question that the church should hear, 
then let some other elder present the other side of it. 
The elder brethren therefore occupy the position of coun­
sellors. Manifestly the spirit of the Lord will only de­
sire to present the question squarely before the church 
to enable each one to intelligently cast a vote. There 
should be no long drawn out argument, but when the 
question is plainly stated before the congregation or 
assembly, then all argument should cease and the vote 
should be taken.

Frequently in such meetings the deacons who have 
had little experience do the most talking. This is man­
ifestly out of order, because the Scriptures have not made 
them counsellors or overseers in the church. Quite often 
some sister will arise and make a speech. By so doing 
she assumes authority in violation of the Scriptures and 
puts herself in the position of instructing the con­
gregation as to what shall be done. Why should she tell 
the congregation a reason for the passing of the motion ? 
Would not such statement on her part be advising the 
congregation? I f  so, then she is entirely out of order. 
Quite frequently women in the congregation cause dis­
order by speaking when they should not speak. This 
surely could not be pleasing to the Lord. This is evi­
dently what the Apostle Paul had in mind when he 
wrote the above scripture.

The congregation is presumed to elect men to the 
office of elder who are sober-minded and who have an 
honest and sincere desire to look after the welfare of 
the congregation. Since the Lord has laid the obliga­
tion upon these to advise the congregation, then they 
should do it ; and anyone else attempting to do it is 
assuming authority that the Lord has not given. Thi3 
does not authorize the elders to act in an arbitrary man­



ner and to lord it over the congregation; but they should 
regard their position as that of a fiduciary or confiden­
tial relationship toward the congregation, and to ear­
nestly seek the mind of the Lord and advise the church 
accordingly. This does not mean that any elder should 
tell the congregation they must vote in any particular 
way. What the Scriptures undoubtedly mean is that 
the congregation should be fully advised as to the sub­
ject matter under consideration and then each one with­
out restraint or coercion be permitted to express himself 
or herself by stretching forth of the hand. Everyone 
in the assembly is entitled to vote who is a consecrated 
Christian.

Even in worldly organizations order is observed. If 
a question at issue is before a court for determination 
and there are several counsellors on either side, the gen­
eral rule is for one counsellor to present one side of it 
and another counsellor to present the opposite side, and 
then the court or jury makes a finding as it may seem 
best and proper. While the church is not organized on 
the lines of a worldly organization yet members of the 
church may get some good suggestions occasionally. If 
it is decent and proper for a worldly organization to 
proceed in order, with stronger reasoning is it decent 
and proper for an assembly of the church to proceed in 
order. In addition thereto, we have the positive state­
ment of the Scriptures as to what is the proper and 
decent order. I f this order is followed much offense will 
be avoided and often bitter feelings will be entirely 
eliminated.

In this connection it might be remarked that applause 
or clapping of hands by opposing sides in the church is 
manifestly disorderly and disrespectful. Such is a 
method employed in political meetings. When the church

assembles for the purpose of determining some matter 
of importance the first procedure is to ask the Lord to 
direct. Then each one should have a sincere desire to 
see the will of the Lord done and not try to push a 
matter through merely because it can be done. If the 
spirit of the Lord controls the congregation, it will want 
to consider questions calmly and with deliberation and 
due consideration for the feelings of all, and above all 
to have the mind of the Lord in what it does.

The above scriptures do not refer to a Berean class 
study. Frequently these are held in the home or in 
another place of meeting. The leader propounds a ques­
tion and calls upon various ones to express themselves 
upon the question and then the leader sums up. Sisters 
participate in these meetings, and it is entirely proper 
that the sisters may ask a question and, when requested 
by the leader so to do, to give an expression of her 
opinion. Such is not counselling or advising the as­
sembly as to what course should be taken.

In a small congregation where there are only a few 
brothers and these are elders, then they should always 
perform the duties of elders and present all matters of 
business before the entire assembly and then let the vote 
be taken as above suggested. Where there are no breth­
ren in the congregation but all are Sisters, then of course 
the sisters may with propriety transact such business as 
may be necessary.

It is quite certain that the sisters will command more 
respect if the admonition of the apostle is heeded and 
they refrain from discussions of matters before the as­
sembly of the church. It will be much better for the 
sisters because it is the Lord’ s way. Such a course will 
cause greater honor upon the ecclesia and upon the name 
of the Lord.

LETTERS OF APPRECIATION
FINDS APPRECIATIVE RADIO LISTENERS

M y  dear B rethren  :
The blessings and the joys that I have received during 

the past summer from engaging in the service have been so 
wonderful that I can not refrain from writing and telling 
you something about it.

Since 1920, when I first came into the Truth, I have had 
opportunities to engage in the service Saturday afternoons 
and vacation periods. This year, through the institution 
of the Sunday service, the privileges of service have been 
greater, hence the blessings greater. But the thing I desire 
to bring to the attention of the Society is the wonderful 
work the radio is doing and just how much it is helping 
us in the work.

Having a car, the service director has assigned rural ter­
ritory to me in some of the most isolated parts of Berks 
County. Sometimes I have had to drive over roads almost 
impassable and places where we would think it almost im­
possible to find any one living; and yet, dear brethren, in 
these isolated places we found people enjoying Station 
WBBR and many times informing us it was the only sta­
tion they cared to listen to Sometimes we found people 
who had liS' = m<tde up to send to you for books, and just 
as we came along they would place their order with us. 
It is real joy to find people enjoying the Truth in these 
sections where, were it not for the radio, they might never

hear this wonderful message. It encourages the Lord’s peo­
ple to press onward.

Then again the Sunday service has proved such a blessing 
in that it gives those with daily occupations an opportunity 
for service.

May the Lord’s richest blessing rest upon the Society in 
all their efforts to announce the King and his kingdom, is 
the sincere prayer of

Yours in the one blessed hope,
M. Edna Kilmer.—Pa.

ANXIOUS TO DISTRIBUTE IT
D ear  B rethren  :

Our class received seventeen copies of the new book, 
Creation. This book is a wonderful book and surely it will 
bring the good news to many hungry hearts, who will be 
able to see these timely truths from a viewpoint that they 
heretofore were unable to see. It is a very attractive book 
and should be very easy to get to the public who are think­
ing something about the subject.

We have received notice of our shipment of these nooks 
for the workers and we are anxious to get started with threm.

Praying the Lord’s richest blessing upon you as you 
endeavor to serve him as faithful witnesses, I remain 

Yours in the service,
Fred W ism ar .—Texas.



DISTRIBUTION OF FREEDOM BOOKLET
D e  F riends :

Greetings in Christ, our blessed Lord, and our dear Father 
Jehovah.

Saturday I made up my mind to try to sell 200 Freedom 
booklets on Sunday. Sunday came, snowy, windy, and cold. 
I did not get on the firing line until afternoon. I also visited 
with a sick sister about an hour during the day and then 
went to class study at five; but before I closed my eyes in 
sleep at midnight the Lord had used me to “go over the top” 
with 200 Freedom booklets. These were sold while riding 
on cars, going into drug stores, and slanding near churches.

At prayer meeting recently it was remarked that ‘a bun­
dled could not be sold in one day’ ; but I am quite sure that 
500 could be sold in one day, the right day in the right 
places, by one person. Twice I had to go back to my resi­
dence to load up after the first bombardment. Then X had 
two meals; ate one standing up, in order to get back on 
the firing line.

When canvassing I put the Freedom booklet into the hand 
of tlie person, calling attention to the great work that the 
radio will do for the people and how the oppressed of every 
nation will get justice; and then add: “A thousand dollars’ 
worth of information for a nickel. ’Take one, only five cents, 
head it through. You would hardly take a dollar for it if 
you thought you could not get another.”

Xour sister by liis grace,
S cottie P. L ee .—III.

A NEED FULFILLED
I)E A B  BROTHER RUTHERFORD ;

Have been reading your latest book entitled Creation. I 
recall when I was reading The Neio Creation by Brother 
Russell, for the first time. The chapter on the creative days 
seemed most wonderful to me, and I often wished it could 
be brought to the attention of those who love to hear things 
reasonably presented. However, I recognized that aside 
from that one chapter, the book as a whole would make no 
appeal, except to the “man of God” .

Now, behold, we have that very need fulfilled in this new 
book from your pen. In addition, the subject is handled in 
a cogent and exceedingly interesting manner. The explana­
tion of the rings is the best I ever read. Surely this should 
cause many to gain an understanding of how great and 
wonderful God is. To say the least, I have enjoyed the book 
immensely, and cannot recommend it too highly.

Hay the Lord bless you in your study and service. The 
book reveals the author as a student arid thinker. Praise 
the I.ord!

Yours by his grace,
C larence S. Cole.—Ohio.

A COMPREHENSIVE APPRECIATION
D ear B rother  R utherford :

Doubtless by your kindly consideration I received and 
have perused the beautifully illustrated new book Creation; 
and will frankly say that in consideration of your moments 
being so fully occupied in the Lord’s service I had de­
termined not to encroach again on your valuable time more 
than is absolutely necessary. Kindly pardon this transgres­
sion, if such it be, dear brother; for I feel I just must tell 
you that in my opinion, of all the books you have written 
Creation is the deepest, the most profound, and yet the 
simplest of comprehension, and withal manifests a deep and 
thorough research on your part. One can but marvel at its 
scope. Taken as a whole it is the best yet for exalting the 
name of Jehovah and giving the peoples of earth a correct 
and intelligent understanding of the Bible. No one can 
honestly peruse it without gaining a deeper appreciation 
and veneration of Almighty God.

Creation is sublime. I cannot undersland where and how 
you got the time, aside from all your work, to dig out all 
those truths. Tour huge correspondence, The Watch Tower, 
C,olden Age, radio and Bethel service have such a demand 
upon your time. Don’t you ever sleep?

The twenty-five richly colored illustrations will make it 
most attractive to prospective purchasers. And the 2,110 
Scripture citations, not to mention Bible quotations therein, 
will make it convincing testimony to its readers. The splen­
did topical index in the back of the book will add greatly 
to its usefulness and profit.

It clears up many vital points, too, to the Bible Student, 
such as sufferings of Jesus and being made perfect. It shows 
up the present-day clergy in their true light so thoroughly 
that a blind man even can see and understand their short­
comings.

Candidly I had entertained the hope that no further book 
would be forthcoming after the issuance of Deliverance, by 
reason of the seeming impossibility to improve on that book. 
But here in Creation we have the crowning feature of them 
all. And how gloriously it honors Almighty Jehovah!

The cover of the book is beautiful. I can speak from the 
standpoint of an artist, having followed that art for a 
time in my earlier years.

Surely this latest work must inspire every field worker 
to put forth the greatest possible effort to get it into the 
hands of the people. It is worth a fortune to every truth- 
hungry soul. Every clergyman should be compelled to listen 
to its reading if he refuses to read it himself. I believe 
it will establish the record of becoming the best seller of 
them all. Its title is indeed a happy one. It will have my 
first introduction in the blessed field service, and don’t 
you dare advise against i t ! The limit, I believe, is reached 
in Creation. Personally I thank you for it

Faithfully,
J. A . B o h n e t .

SPREADING A THRILLING MESSAGE
l l x  dear B rother  R utherford  ;

Greetings. Just a brief note conveying our thanks for 
all you did to make our visit at Toronto and Brooklyn 
such a happy and memorable one. I hope we shall long re­
tain the enthusiasm gained by our visit to Headquarters 
and Staten Island.

You will be pleased to know that the campaign with the 
Freedom booklet started here on Saturday last, October 15. 
In order that this very timely and thrilling message might 
go to the inhabitants quickly, the brethren decided to post­
pone Sunday studies until we finished the job. The friends 
have responded whole heartedly. On Sunday evening, Ian 
MacKenzie intimated that between Saturday and Sunday 
(two days) over 8,000 copies were sold to the people.

Many friends sold 30, 40, 50 and 00 copies in three hours. 
What a change! Formerly, we used to sell 4, 5, and 6 books 
per afternoon. Two things account for the great result: The 
price, two-pence, is a popular one, even with the poor; the 
poorer the district the quicker the sales. The increased 
sales are also accounted for by the fact that the worker was 
able to concentrate on the canvass of one book, therefore 
the people bought speedily. To specialize on a book seems 
the most successful method yet adopted. Now we have got a 
move on I More power to the machinery!

We praise the Lord for all he is doing for us, and for 
the glorious privileges we enjoy as his witnesses.’ The 
friends did appreciate your visit. Trusting you had a good 
passage home,

Yours by his kind favor,
J a m e s  Greenlees .—Glasgow, Scotland.

REFRESHING AND REVIVING
D ear  B roth er  R u th erfo rd ;

Please consider a comment from a friend and ex-Bethelite. 
The new publication Creation is surely your masterpiece 
from every angle.

It seems as if I am coming into the truth all over again 
when reading it. Being a follower of the Lord is not’ only 
a business proposition, but the best business on earth. 
And the Lord 1ms only started to bless his people.

Your brother,
L . I . P a y n e .
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C'bandler, Okla........ . ” 18,29 St. Louis, Mo...............  ” 24,20
Oklahoma City, Okla... ”  20, 22 Indianapolis, ind........... ”  27, 28
Red Rock, Okla. ......  ” 23 Columbus, Ohio. ... ” 29
McLoud, Okla. ..........  ”  24, 25 Pittsburgh, Pa........ -Mar. 2, 4
Shawnee, Okla. ........ ”  26, 2 > Altoona, Pa. .......... ” 5, 6
Tecumseh, Okla. ......  "  ' ’ 2 r Lancaster, Pa......... 7, S
Okla. City, Okla. Jan. 30-Feb. 21 New York, N. V...... 12

V. c. RICE
Butler, Mo.......... ......Jan. 22, 23 Rolla, Mo............. -F eb . 6Freeman,. Mo. .......... ” 24, 25 East St. Louis, 111. ” 7, 8
Clinton, Mo........ 26 Terre Haute, ,lnd. 9
Coal, Mo........... >> 0 7 10
Deepwater, Mo. ......  ”  29 Marion, Ohio ....... 12
Bolivar, Mo........ ...... ”  30, 31 Ashtabula, Ohio..... 13, 14
Ash Grove, Mo. ......Feb. 1, 2 Schenectady, N. Y. 19
Springfield, Mo. ...... ” 3, 5 New York, N. Y. . ...Mar, . 1

E. B. SHEFFIELD
Stella, Fla................. ...Jan, 27 Folsom, La................. .Feb. i 3, 14
Florala, Ala............ ... ” 2J Covington, La........... . ” 15, 16
Pensacola, Fla, ...... ... ” 30.31 Baton Rouge, La. .. . ”  17, 19
Brewton, Ala............ ...Fob. 1 ,2 Jeanerette, La........... . ”  20, 21
Bay Minette, Ala. - 3, 5 Crowley, La..............._ ”  22, 23
Mobile, Ala............... ... ”  6, 7 Lake Charles, La...... . ”  24, 27
New Orleans, La. .. ... ”  S, 9 Glemnora, La............. -  ”  26
Bogalusa, Fa........... ... ” 10, 12 Kosepine, La......... .... 29

VV. J. THORN
Atlanta, Ga............... ...Jan. 18, 19 Soartanburg, S. C. .. .Feb. 2, 3
Athens, Ga............... ... ” 20, 22 Salisbury, N. O......... . ” 5
Willard, Ga.............. ” 23 Greensboro, N. C. .. 6
Macon, Ga................ ... ”  24 Lynchburg, Va........... ”  7
Hearing, Ga.............. 25 Wilmington, Del....... _ ”  S
Waynesboro. Ga...... ”  26 New York, N. Y. ...... ”  i *>
Augusta, Ga............ ”  27, 29 Wilkes-Barre, Pa. .. 26
Avera, Ga................. ... ”  30, 31 Rochester, N. Y......... . ”  27, 23

J. c . W A TT
Springdale, Ark........ ...Feb. 1, 2 New Philadelphia, O. Feb. 15, 10
Fayetteville, Ark. 3, 5 Pittsburgh, Pa.......... .. ”  17, 19
Monett, Mo.............. 6 Johnstown, Pa........... 20
Lebanon, Mo............ 7, 8 Lewistown, Pa........... . ”  21
Leasburg, Mo........... ” 9 Harrisburg, Pa......... »» o2
St. Louis, Mo........... ... ”  10,12 Lancaster, Pa....... . .. ”  23, 24
Indianapolis, Ind. 13 Philadelphia, Pa....... 20
Columbus, Ohio .... 14 New York, N. Y........ Mar. 4

H. E. HAZLETT
Randolph, Ivans.......
Riley, Kans...............
Clay Center, Kans. 
Jamestown, Kans.
Lenora, Kans...........
Norton, Kans.......... .
Oberlin, Kans. -----
Achilles, Kans. ..—

15 Omaha, Neb.............. .Jan. 30, 31
17,18 Moline, 111................. .....Feb. 1, 2
19,20 Chicago, 111............... ...... ”  5

22 Mansfield, Ohio......... ...... »* 12
23 New Brighton, Pa. .. 22

24, 29 Altoona, Pa................ ___ ”  23
25, 27 Harrisburg, Pa.......... ...... ”  24

26 New York. N. Y. ___ ..... ”  26

GEORGE YOUNG
Winnipeg, Man........... Jan. 1, 2 Regina, Sask.............. ..Jan, 15,16
Treherne, Man. ____  ” 3 Moose Jaw, Sask. ... .. ”  18, 19
Souris, Man................. ’ ’ 4, 5 Saskatoon, Sask........ ”  21,22
Brandon, Man.............. ” 6, 8 Wakaw, Sask............ „  ”  24,25
Rapid City, Man.........  ” 9, 30 Prince Albert, Sask. .. » 26,27
Neepawa, Man............  ” 11 Kinistino, Sask. _  ”  29
Ptge. La Prairie, Man. ” 12,13 Humboldt, Sask. ..... .. ** 31


