
Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity; the sea and the waves (the restless, discontented) roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear and for looking to tft* 
things coming upon the earth; for the powers of the heavens shall be shaken. . . . When ye see these things begin to come to pass, then know that the Kingdom 
of God is a t hand. Look up, lif t up your heads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth nigh.— Matt. 2 4 :3 3 ; Mark 1 3 :2 9 ; Luke 21 :25-31.



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

THIS journal is published by the Watch Tower B irch and Tract Society for the purpose of 
aiding the people to understand the divine plan. I t  provides systematic Bible study in which 
all its readers may regularly engage. I t  gives announcement of the visits made to Bible 

classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives the reports thereof. The Inter­
national Sunday School lessons are treated in harmony with the Scriptures.

I t  adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed Word of Truth. I t  stands firmly upon the 
great ransom sacrifice as the fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. I t  is 
free from parties, sects, and creeds of men. I t  does not assume a dogmatic attitude, but confident­
ly invites a careful examination of its utterances in the light of the infallible Word of God. I t  
does not indulge in controversies, and its columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of 

heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; 
that the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the 
Logos became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ 
In glory, clothed with all power in heaven and earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect 
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wil­
fully disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that 
by reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are bom sinners 
and without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he 
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life 
a sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; 
that Jesus the divine arose from the dead, ascended into 
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as 
the redemptive price for man.

THAT for many centuries God, through Christ, has been

selecting from amongst men the members of his church, 
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of 
the church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ 
Jesus, grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and 
plan of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ 
Jesus In his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, 
constitutes the “seed of Abraham” through which all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus has 
returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed Christ 
Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations and 
peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE HOPE of the peoples of earth is restoration 
to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that the 
reign of Christ will afford opportunity to every man to 
have a fair trial for life and those who obey will live on 
earth for ever In a state of happiness.
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RADIO
The Lord has clearly dem onstrated th a t it is his will 

th a t the message of the kingdom shall be proclaimed by 
radio. There is not a  radio station in the im mediate vicinity 
of every class. I f  a class residing in a city w here there is 
a radio station can make arrangem ents for the use of said 
station, other classes in nearby towns or cities should 
cooperate in arranging and putting  on programs. Coopera­
tion can be either by communicating w ith the Society a t 
Brooklyn, Radio Departm ent, or by w riting the class th a t 
lias made tiie contract for the broadcasting and arranging 
v.iiii them to share the expenses and the other burdens.

We also make th is suggestion: If a radio discourse is 
put on Sunday afternoon o r evening, then on the following 
Sunday morning let canvassing parties go out in the vicinity

and canvass the people for the books. This will afford an 
opportunity for ail members of the class to have a part 
in the preaching of the gospel. The friends who have tried 
this have been wonderfully blessed. This is an indication 
that the Lord wishes it to be done.

BETHEL HYMNS FOR DECEMBER
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3
271 62 61

4 5 6 7 8 9 i o
13 183 231 89 319 276 300

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
86 265 219 189 132 230 238
18 19 20 21 22 23 24

148 268 169 156 330 83 93
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
16 38 46 237 69 233 66

I.B-SA. BEREAN BIBLE STUDIES
By Means of “The Watch Tower”

“Why in Security” “Defence and Security”
Z August 15, 1927 Z September 1, 1927

Week of Dec. 4  . . . 1  1-23 Week of Dec. 18 . . .  f  1-26 
Week of Dec. 11 . . .  H 24-45 M’eek of Dec. 25 . . .  H 27-49



CHRISTIANS’ MISSION ON EARTH
"God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”—1 Cor. 1: 9.

JEHOVAH GOD is the Author of his plan. He caused 
it to be made and is working it out exactly in accord 
with his sovereign will. He never deviates from his 

fixed purpose. His chief executive officer in the out­
working of his plan is his beloved Son. Others have 
been invited to join with his Son in this work.

2 The enemy Satan has at all times sought to turn 
the mind of the creature away from the Creator. Not 
succeeding concerning all in this, he has next sought to 
confuse the minds of those desiring to obey God. Most 
of mankind have been alienated from God. Even the 
majority of those who have undertaken to be obedient 
to God have been greatly confused and misguided. It 
was so in Paul’s day. It has been largely true since then. 
But today the Christian has a deeper appreciation of 
God’s precious promises than at some times in the past, 
because the light of the truth is shining more clearly 
upon the pathway of the obedient ones. The perfect day 
is approaching, and God is fulfilling his promises to 
his people. Some are seeing more clearly what is God’s 
purpose concerning the Christian and what is the Chris­
tian’s mission while on earth; and these are finding 
greater joy in doing God’s will.

THE CALL
3 Jehovah God is the one who calls man. The words 

of the apostle plainly show this. God does not call sin­
ners. He calls only those who have voluntarily expressed 
a desire or purpose to do his will.

4 A man learns that he is a sinner by nature and that 
as a sinner he has no right to live. He learns that the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ provides redemption for man­
kind and the means of lifting man out of sin unto the 
salvation of life. He learns that there is no other name 
whereby this may be done. He desires to live. He learns 
of the words of Jesus saying to all such: “If any man 
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24) He is 
informed that such words mean that he must voluntarily 
surrender himself unto the Lord, willing to do whatso­
ever is the will of God concerning him. He takes the 
step by making a full consecration to do the will of God. 
This is his part of the covenant. Jesus Christ, his

Advocate, presents him to the great Judge, Jehovah 
God, who by reason of the man’s faith in the blood of 
Jesus, and by reason of his agreement to do God’s will, 
justifies man. That means that God judicially deter­
mines that the man is now right with him and has the 
right to live. This justification is for the purpose of 
making man an associate with Christ Jesus in his death 
and also in his life. God therefore by his own will and 
by his Word of Truth begets the man thus consecrating 
to a hope of life on the divine plane and to the divine 
nature. (James 1 :18; 1 Peter 1:3-5) By this means 
God calls man to fellowship with his beloved Son.

PURPOSE OF CONSECRATION
5 Why did you as a Christian make a full consecra­

tion to do the will of God ? What was and is the purpose 
of Jehovah in calling you ? Upon this point many Chris­
tians have been confused. For this reason such have 
suffered much fear and trepidation, and have missed a 
great amount of joy.

6 One will answer the question in this manner: I 
made a consecration in order that I might get life and 
go to heaven. I wanted to be saved and God was anxious 
to save me. Now if only I can be real good and get to 
heaven I will be satisfied. If only I can get in the back 
door and find some small place, then all will be well 
with me.

7 It is true that God will cause the truth to be testi­
fied to all in order that all may have an opportunity for 
life; but such is not the reason for calling the Chris­
tian and therefore not the reason for consecration during 
the period of sacrifice. God has never tried to get any 
one into heaven. Heaven is the reward that the Chris­
tian receives after the faithful performance of his mis­
sion while on the earth.

8 Another answers: I  made a consecration that God 
might take me to heaven there to shine in his presence. 
My mission therefore since making a consecration is to 
develop a sweet and beautiful character; and as soon 
as that is accomplished God will take me to heaven. I  
am anxious of course to go home and for this reason 
I am diligently striving to develop such character as is 
required. In order to develop that character I  most



appear to be very pious and speak with great gravity. 
When I attend a function of the congregation I must 
wear a long coat and a long solemn face. I must appear 
on the platform with great solemnity, and in the presence 
of the congregation bow my head in solemn and silent 
prayer that they may see how much I am like the Lord. 
When I speak or pray aloud I must assume a certain 
carefully studied prayerful voice. When the meeting is 
ended I must rush down to the door and shake hands 
with the common people in order to show that I possess 
a beautiful and sweet character. I must thus have fel­
lowship with them. If before me there have been some 
great men in the church, I must honor them and give 
them credit for what they taught because some day I 
shall expect the people likewise to honor me and give 
me credit for what I teach.

9 The one who blindly pursues such a course does not 
realize that he is playing squarely into the hands of the 
Devil. He does not realize that he is trying to have 
fellowship with the Lord and at the same time is having 
fellowship with the Devil. The apostle declared that 
this is an impossible course to pursue to the satisfaction 
of the Lord.—1 Corinthians 10: 20, 21.

10 Another answers: I made a consecration; and I 
am trying to live a good Christian life in order that 
I may go to heaven and sit with Christ Jesus on the 
throne to judge the world. I am practising judging 
now that I may do well the work of judging when I 
get to heaven. I have been called to that high place; 
and my mission while on earth is to deeply meditate upon 
various questions and to assume an air of grave dignity 
befitting one who shall judge the world, that my charac­
ter may be duly prepared and polished so that I can 
reflect the glory of the Lord when I get on the heavenly 
bench.

11 Like the others this one is blinded to God’s real 
purposes. He has not understood nor appreciated why 
God has called him, and therefore has not understood 
and could not properly perform his mission as a Chris­
tian while on the earth.

TRUE REASON
12 God in his loving kindness is clarifying the issue 

now; and those who are walking in the light are see­
ing more clearly the proper way and are therefore in 
the joy of the Lord. When one sees what the obligation 
laid upon him is and is moved with unselfishness to 
perform it, then he is making progress as a Christian.

13 The call of and by Jehovah is a summons to the 
one who has consecrated himself to the discharge of a 
particular or specific duty. It is an invitation to enter 
into training for a specific purpose; it is a designation 
to the performance of official duties. If the one called 
proves his loyalty and faithfulness while on the earth, 
then he shall enter upon the high and responsible duties 
of the heavenly mission of the Christian. Therefore 
the consecration of the real Christian is for the purpose

of affording him an opportunity to prove his loyalty 
and his faithfulness to God. In order to prove his 
loyalty and faithfulness he must do the will of God 
while on earth, and must do it joyfully.

14 God never called any one for the purpose of giving 
him a chance to develop a beautiful character. Had he 
wanted only beautiful characters he would have selected 
the angels that have always remained loyal to him. 
Jesus was a perfect character before has was called. It 
is written that by the things which he suffered he was 
made perfect. These things he suffered by reason of his 
faithfulness in the performance of duty while on earth. 
By the things which he suffered he proved his loyalty 
and faithfulness unto God. He is the founder of Chris­
tianity. He is the first and the Head of The Christ. 
The body members are called to follow in his steps.

RELIGION
15 Different ones have been drawn to present truth for 

different reasons. Some have associated themselves with 
those of present truth because they desire to be religious 
and have understood that the Bible Students practise 
a religion which seems to them better than some other 
religion. The Bible Students do not practise a religion. 
The Association is not a religious institution or associa­
tion. Religion means an outward form or ceremony by 
which men indicate their recognition of the existence 
of a supreme power. The Devil’s organization has va­
rious religions, and the people practise such. The eccle­
siastics practise a religion. “Organised Christianity” so- 
called is a religion. A true Christian appreciates the 
fact that there is something more to do than to merely 
go through some outward forms and ceremonies indicat­
ing his belief in a supreme power.

16 God’s Word defines the proper religion as meaning 
to visit the widows and the orphans and to keep oneself 
unspotted from the Devil’s organization. (James 1: 27) 
When the Lord’s people came out of Babylon they 
brought with them bedraggled garments from Babylon. 
A garment is a symbol of identification. It took a long 
while to tell the difference between those in Babylon and 
some who have claimed to come out of Babylon. The 
latter have continued to practise certain forms and 
ceremonies in keeping with ecclesiasticism. This is not 
the proper course, however, for the true Christian. Such 
tends to hypocrisy; and hypocrisy is despicable in the 
eyes of the Lord.

FELLOWSHIP
17 Mark that the Apostle Paul in the text says: “Ye 

were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” What is meant by the word “fellowship” ? 
Many have understood this to mean that when they 
attend a convention or a meeting of the Lord’s people 
they must spend a part of the time in shaking hands 
and indulging in gossip. Often an hour is set aside for 
what is known as fellowship and in that hour almost



everything is discussed except ways and means to further 
the cause of the truth. Surely that is not what is meant 
by the words: “Ye were called unto the fellowship of 
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”

18 Fellowship properly understood means partnership. 
It means an association of one with another or one who 
participates with another in a certain work. Jehovah 
God summoned his beloved Son to discharge the duties 
of great High Priest unto Jehovah; that is to say, to 
fill the office of executive unto God in the outworking of 
his plan. God then condescended to call other men to 
participate with the Lord Jesus Christ in that work; 
that is to say, to have fellowship or partnership with 
him therein. God plainly defines the duties of such while 
on earth, and likewise has revealed some of the duties 
that will devolve upon these called ones in heaven. In 
support of this conclusion the following is submitted:

19 Peter declared that the members of the body are 
called to follow in the footsteps of Jesus (1 Peter 2: 21); 
that is to say, they must take the same course of action 
that Jesus took.

20 Paul wrote concerning himself as a follower of 
Jesus Christ: “I count all things but loss, for the ex­
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do 
count them but dung, that I may win Christ. . . . That 
I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, 
and the fellowship Of his sufferings, being made con­
formable unto his death; if by any means I  might attain 
unto the resurrection of the dead.” (Philippians 3:8, 
10,11) John the apostle wrote: “That which we have 
seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may 
have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. . . . 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.”—1 John 
1 : 3, 7.

21 To valk means to pursue a certain course of action; 
it mean: to deport oneself in a certain way. To walk, 
then, as Jesus walked means that the Christian on 
earth must deport himself as Jesus did and he must 
follow Jesus as his companion by doing the same things 
that Jests did. There is no evidence that Jesus wore a 
long and sanctimonious face and a long coat, or that 
he stood on the platform and indulged in silent prayer 
to be seen of men. On the contrary he rebuked those 
very things that were so marked in the Jewish clergy. 
(Matthew 6:5) There is no evidence of Jesus’ teaching 
his disciples to develop a beautiful and sweet character 
so that all who might come in contact with them would 
be able to see how sweet they were. On the contrary the 
record shows that Jesus spoke the truth with boldness 
and plainness, and that his disciples did likewise, and 
that the clergy and the courts took note of the boldness 
of his disciples and thereby perceived that they had 
walked with Jesus and learned of him.—Acts 4:13.

GOD'S PURPOSE

22 The purpose of Jehovah God stands boldly upon 
the pages of his Sacred Eecord. Throughout the ages 
he has had some to be his witnesses, that his name might 
not be forgotten by men. This he has done for man’s 
benefit. During the same period of time Satan the enemy 
has pushed his own name to the front, in order to blind 
the minds of men concerning God and his goodness.

23 God sent his prophets to testify to his name. From 
Abel to John the Baptist these faithful men performed 
the duties laid upon them. There is no evidence that 
they indulged in any assumed piety or sanctimonious 
ceremonies. On the contrary the record is that they 
were bold and faithful witnesses to the Lord and by 
reason thereof they suffered bonds and imprisonment 
and all manner of wicked and cruel persecution. Of 
Moses, one of these faithful ones, it is written that al­
though given every opportunity to receive the honor that 
is bestowed upon royalty he preferred the afflictions of 
the people of God rather than the pleasure or honor 
that the Devil’s organization might bestow upon him. 
These faithful men are cited as examples to the Chris­
tians. (James 5:10) They were faithful witnesses to 
the name of Jehovah, and the Christian is admonished 
by the apostle to be guided by their example.—Heb. 12:1.

WITNESS FOR GOD
24 In due time God sent Jesus to the earth. At the ago 

of thirty he consecrated himself wholly to Jehovah. For 
what purpose did he make a consecration? Let those 
elders who are inclined to be ecclesiastical take notice 
to the answer of this question. Jesus answered it, saying, 
“My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to 
finish his work.” (John 4:34 ) He further said: “I  
seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which 
hath sent me.” (John 5: 30) “For I came down from 
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him 
that sent me.”—John 6 : 38.

25 His mission on earth is summed up in the pointed 
-words which he uttered before Pilate, Satan’s representa­
tive, when he stood before him at the final hearing: “To 
this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.”—John 
18:37.

26 His course of action proved that he came to earth 
to bear witness to the truth. For three and one-half 
years he walked about from place to place and from 
house to house, telling those who would hear that Je­
hovah is God, and that his purpose is to bless all the 
families of the earth through his kingdom. Jesus re­
fused in any manner to compromise with the Devil or 
his organization, because he said: “The prince of this 
world . . . hath nothing in me.” (John 14: 30) With 
boldness of speech he bore witness to the name of his 
Father; and in his death and resurrection the name 
of Jehovah was magnified. When he had finished his 
earthly mission, because of his loyalty and faiihfulnesa



God gave to him the beautiful title, “The Faithful and 
True Witness.”—Revelation 3 :14; 19:11.

27 In order to have fellowship with Christ Jesus the 
Lord, in order to have partnership in the work which 
God gave him to do, the Christian must walk in the light 
and truth which God gives to his people. Now the light 
of truth is shining upon the pathway of the Christian 
as it has not heretofore shone, because it is God’s due 
time for it to thus shine. He who walks in the way that 
the ecclesiastics walk is walking in the darkness, and 
is not participating with God and with Christ Jesus. 
Concerning such John wrote: “If we say that we have 
fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and 
do not the truth.”—1 John 1:6.

28 There are those today in the church occupying the 
responsible position of elder who insist on holding to 
many of the foolish things brought from Babylon, who 
refuse to encourage their brethren to have part in the 
service, and who refuse to participate in the service 
themselves. They object to the truth that God has given 
to his people through The Watch Tower, and they try 
to discourage their brethren in the study thereof. They 
scoff at the suggestion of going from door to door to 
carry the message of God, his King and his kingdom, 
to the people. By their course of action in the church 
they cause discouragement and division amongst the 
brethren.

29 The time has come for the faithful to mark such 
and to avoid them, and to say to them that no longer 
will we entrust such men with the office of eldership 
or other position of service in the church; for as the 
apostle said, “Such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but their own belly [selfishness] ; and by good words 
and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple [un­
learned].”—Romans 16 : 17,18.

* PAUL AN EXAMPLE
30 Raul was a faithful witness for the Lord. He de­

lighted to have partnership in the sufferings of Christ 
Jesus. Did such sufferings result to him because of 
assumed piety and by reason of wearing a long and 
solemn face and long garb and speaking with a sanc­
timonious voice? No; he suffered not for that, because 
he did not indulge in such. He suffered by reason of 
the fact that he was a bold, fearless and faithful witness 
to the truth. In his day some of the elders were making 
trouble in the church, even as they are at this day. He 
anticipated more trouble and for this reason gave warn­
ing. He was on his way to Jerusalem. He stopped at 
Miletus, and sent and had the elders of Ephesus brought 
to him that he might encourage them and warn them 
that they might be a help and encouragement to others 
of God’s flock. He would not have referred to his own 
experiences on this occasion in order to exalt himself, 
but he did mention himself and his experiences for the 
manifest purpose of showing the elders what is the 
proper course of a Christian on earth carrying out the

commission given him by the Lord. He told them that 
they would not again see his face. It was a solemn and 
important hour with him, and he spoke with plainness.

HOUSE TO HOUSE
31 It seemed good and pleasing to the Lord during the 

past few years that the brethren should go from house 
to house, calling upon the people, telling them of God 
and of Christ, of his kingdom, and placing in their 
hands the message of truth that the people might read 
and know the Lord and his plan. The Watch Tower 
has urged this course upon the brethren because the 
Lord’s manifest blessing has been upon it. The Watch 
Tower has received much criticism because it stresses 
the importance of service in this hour. That criticism 
and opposition has come from the elders who have 
thought it beneath their dignity to go from house to 
house and preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and his 
kingdom by placing the printed message in the hands 
of the people.

32 But now mark the words of Paul when speaking 
to the elders at Ephesus. He was clothed with a special 
commission as an ambassador for Christ to the Gentiles. 
That, however, did not swell his head. He remembered 
at all times that he was a servant of God and of Jesus 
Christ. He did not think it beneath his dignity to go 
from house to house to preach the gospel. Speaking to 
the elders on that occasion he said: “Ye know, from the 
first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I 
have been with you at all seasons, serving the Lord with 
all humility of mind, and with many tears, and tempta­
tions, which befell me by the lying in wait of the JewTs: 
and how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto 
you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publicly, 
and from house to house, testifying both to the Jews, 
and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”—Acts 20:18-21.

33 Not only did he go from house to house to testify 
to the truth, but he made no distinctions of men. He 
did not insist on having his territory amongst the rich 
or the influential. It was rather out of place according 
to the customs of men for Jews to call upon Greeks; 
yet the apostle called on both Jew and Greek, telling 
them of God and his kingdom. What Paul, the special 
apostle of Jesus Christ, did surely we can do. If he 
found it pleasing to the Lord and profitable to the 
cause in giving a witness to go from house to house, 
then surely his example is such that other Christians 
may follow. Furthermore, Jesus the Son of the great 
Eternal God journeyed from house to house and place 
to place, speaking to the poor and teaching the outcast 
concerning the truth. What Jesus Christ the great 
Redeemer and Head of the church did, surely every 
member of the body should delight to do. This was his 
work, and this was the work that the Apostle Paul had 
partnership in, and such is the work that other Chris­



tians must participate in in order to have partnership 
with Christ Jesus while on the earth.

HAVE CONDITIONS CHANGED?
34 Some who do not delight to do the service of the 

Lord will reply: ‘Conditions have changed since the 
days of the apostles. At that time the only way they 
had of going about was afoot from house to house. In 
these modern times such would be out of place. We, 
as the representatives of the congregation, should cover 
ourselves with the garb of a preacheT and go only upon 
the public platform and leave the other service to the 
less important ones in the congregation.’

35 Have conditions changed? Yes; they have changed 
to some extent and with the change have come greater 
light, greater opportunities, and therefore greater re­
sponsibility. We are now living in the presence of the 
Lord. He has been pleased to disclose to his church the 
hideousness of the Devil’s organization, and how it has 
so long and wickedly oppressed the people. He has shown 
to his people some of the beauty and glory of God’s 
organization, and how it will soon release the people 
from oppression and bring them into full harmony with 
him and how the name of Jehovah God shall be vindi­
cated and exalted. The people are now oppressed and 
many of them are held in the ecclesiastical prison houses 
by the wardens or prison keepers. They are timid and 
fearful, and have not the strength to come out and take 
their stand on the side of the Lord. Under their op­
pression they groan and cry for relief, and their cries 
have ascended up to Jehovah God. The Lord says now 
to his faithful ones: ‘Go carry the message of truth and 
comfort to these prisoners.’

36 In order to open the way God has brought into 
action at this time and at this crucial hour the powerful 
radio. He has made it possible for the timid prisoners 
to sit quietly and secretly in their homes and listen to 
a brief message by the radio from time to time, telling 
of God and of Christ and of the blessings that will come 
through his kingdom. But they need more than that, 
and God has made provision for it. He has provided for 
the publication of books, pamphlets and magazines; he 
has furnished the buildings and the machinery, and put 
his spirit upon otherwise unlearned men to operate these 
and produce the books. As surely as the Lord specially 
qualified men in the time of Moses in the preparation of 
and the building of the tabernacle, he has specially quali­
fied his servants at this time in the operation of the 
machines that he has provided for the preparation and 
manufacture of the books and literature to enlighten 
the people.

37 Why has the Lord done this ? Surely not merely to 
sell books to get money, as some have wrongfully or 
ignorantly charged. All the money belongs to the Lord, 
and he could produce any amount of it to carry out his 
purposes. His will is that the people shall have a 
chance to know the truth, and those who make some

little sacrifice by spending a small amount of money to 
get a book containing the truth will appreciate it more. 
He has made it possible to produce books in great quanti­
ties and at cheap prices. Now God says to those whom 
he has called to fellowship with his beloved Son: ‘Go 
and carry the message of truth to the prisoners. Say to 
them, Go forth and take your stand on the side of the 
Lord; to them that sit in darkness, Come out and show 
yourselves as on the Lord’s side. They that hear and 
obey shall feed upon the truth and shall rejoice.’

38 This testimony concerning the King and his king­
dom must be given to the name of Jehovah, and it must 
be given by those whom the Lord has called and who are 
really devoted to him. Those who really have fellowship 
or partnership with Jesus Christ will walk in the light 
as the Lord gives it to his people, and will greatly re­
joice in obeying his commandments by carrying to the 
people the message concerning his kingdom. None others 
will have fellowship with the Lord at this time.

REASONABLE SERVICE
39 The great God did not call his people and tell them 

to exalt themselves. He did not call them to shine in 
the eyes of men, but he called them to have fellowship 
with his beloved Son in doing the work he assigned to 
his beloved Son to do on earth. When Jesus declares 
that he was born into the world and came for the pur­
pose of being a witness for the truth, then that definitely 
establishes the proper course that must be taken by 
everyone who has fellowship or partnership with God 
and with him. His course of action brought reproach 
upon him. Faithfulness of his followers will bring re­
proach upon them of course; but the promise is that 
if any man suffer as a Christian happy is he, because 
that is evidence that he is pleasing to God. We must 
have fellowship with Christ in his sufferings if we will 
have fellowship with Him in his glory in the kingdom. 
No one had a keener appreciation of this fact and his 
privileges than the Apostle Paul. Because of his love 
for God and love for his brethren and his great desire 
to see them enter into full fellowship with Christ he 
said: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service.”—Romans 12:1.

40 By following such a course the Christian sacrifices 
his good name, fame and reputation amongst men of the 
world. He will also be using up his strength in bearing 
the message to others as the ambassador of the Lord. 
But such is his reasonable service, and is the condition 
and obligation laid upon those who will have fellowship 
with Christ Jesus here and in his kingdom. God made 
this provision and called those that love him to such 
fellowship.

PROOF OF LOVE
41 Loyalty and faithfulness is that which God requires 

of those whom he will approve. He outlined a portion



for the Christian and provides it for him that he might 
have the opportunity to prove his loyalty and faithful­
ness. Loyalty and faithfulness can be the result of but 
one right motive, to wit, love. That means an unselfish 
devotion to God. When one devotes the qualifications 
with which God has endowed him unselfishly to the 
performance of the mission given to the Christian, he is 
but pursuing the course which Jesus blazed and one 
which is required of those who have fellowship with 
Christ Jesus our Lord.

42 How can a Christian prove his love for God? The 
Apostle John answers: "Herein is our love made perfect, 
that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: be­
cause as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear 
in love; but perfect love casteth out fear; because fear 
hath torment. He that feareth, is not made perfect in 
love.”—1 John 4:17,18.

43 That means of course that the Christian will speak 
the truth in the love of the truth firmly, boldly, and give 
the Lord credit therefor. It means that he will not fear 
what man or the Devil or any part of the Devil’s or­
ganization might do unto him. The Apostle Paul de­
clared that he counted not his life dear unto him and 
that no amount of persecution or threats deterred him 
in the performance of his duty. He was following in 
the course that the Lord had marked out for him. The 
Christians of this day must do the same thing.

44 In order for the Christian to partake of the resur­
rection of Christ and to participate with him in his 
glorious and blessed work of the kingdom, he must first 
partake of or have partnership in the sufferings of Christ 
while on the earth. That will mean that he must take 
his stand unequivocally on the side of the Lord. He 
must refuse to have any part in or sympathy with the 
Devil’s organization. He must hold himself aloof there­
from and refuse to practise any of the ceremonies in­
augurated and practised by ecclesiasticism, which is a 
part of the Devil’s organization. He will necessarily be 
the target for the darts of the Devil and his emissaries. 
By following this course and giving a true and faithful 
witness to God and to the Lord Jesus Christ, he will 
have the testimony that he is the Lord’s and will know 
that his loyalty and faithfulness will bring God’s ap­
proval.

45 The crucial hour for the church and for the world 
is here. The forces of evil are arrayed against the Lord 
and against his anointed. The time is at hand when the 
Lord will exalt his name in the earth. This he will do 
by a demonstration of his power. But before he does 
so, his purpose is to have those whom he has called give 
notice thereof to the peoples and nations of the earth.

46 Long centuries ago Jehovah promised that he would 
produce The Christ and through The Christ he would 
bless all the families of the earth. God is faithful to 
his promise. He has called the members of the body of 
Christ to fellowship or partnership with his beloved Son 
in the wonderful work that he has assigned to him.

Of these he requires loyalty and faithfulness in the per­
formance of duty before giving his final approval. Each 
one of the called and anointed ones must now speak the 
same message of truth. Each one of these, being a 
watchman and a witness for the Lord, will see eye to 
eye the great truths as God unfolds them to his people. 
Together they will lift up the voice. Harmoniously and 
unitedly they will move out in solid phalanx in giving 
testimony against the enemy, and will join joyfully in 
proclaiming the name of God and his Christ and telling 
the people that the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
State five facts connected with the outworking of the divine 

plan for human salvation. Who has opposed the outwork­
ing of that plan, and what two methods has he used in 
thus opposing? To what extent have Christians escaped 
from the confusion upon the world? What special light 
are the obedient ones now enjoying? 1, 2.

Name five steps to be taken by all who desire to enter into 
covenant relationship with God. What part does the Ad­
vocate, Christ Jesus, take in this transaction? What part 
does Jehovah God perform? 3, 4.

Cite three illustrations of the confusion respecting the pur­
pose of consecration now existing among professed Chris­
tians, and point out the error contained in each view.

5-11.
Why is it essential that a Christian understand the pur­

pose of consecration? What is meant by the expression, 
“called of God”? What class of people are called? How 
do such show their loyalty and faithfulness to God? Dem­
onstrate that “developing character” is not the purpose 
of the Christian’s call, 12-14.

What is the meaning of the word religion? How do we ac­
count for the many religions practised throughout the 
earth? What definition of the word religion does the 
Apostle James give? Why are Christians in great con­
fusion on this subject of religion? f  15,16.

What wrong idea of Christian fellowship have some of the 
Lord’s'people held? What is the correct meaning of that 
term? What is it to have fellowship with our Lord and 
King? Give Scriptural proof that this is the true meaning 
of the term fellowship. What is meant by walking as our 
Lord walked? 17-21.

What has been Jehovah’s purpose in having witnesses upon 
earth? Name some of his faithful witnesses in the past, 
and point out that to which they witnessed. What success 
did they meet? Who was interested in defeating their 
purpose? Did he succeed? fi 22, 23.

What did our Lord state to be the purpose of his consecra­
tion? What was his mission on earth? What course of 
action did he pursue in carrying out his mission? j[ 24-27. 

How may we determine whether we are walking in the 
light or in darkness? What class in the church is espe­
cially liable at this time? Why? What great mistake 
are some of them making, and what effect has their ex­
ample upon others? What evidently is the duty of the 
faithful with respect to such elders? What faithful apostle 
set the example for both elders and ecclesias to follow? 
What did he say on this subject? j[ 28-30.

What work has the Lord given his people to do at this time? 
What evidence have we that this work is blest of the Lord? 
What two great examples of faithfulness in this work are 
mentioned in the New Testament? Quote scriptures to 
prove that theirs was a house-to-house work, fl 31-33. 

What answer should we give to those who claim that pres­
ent conditions require a different method in our day?



What great advantages have we that the early church 
did not have? What method of witnessing is the Lord 
especially blessing today? What class of people is it 
reaching that have been inaccessible heretofore? What 
change is it producing in the house-to-house canvassing? 
How do we know? Wliat message is given at this time? 
11 34-38.

What constitutes our reasonable service today? What re­
sults may we expect if we render that service? What 
blessings accompany it? fl 39, 40.

What does God require of those who will receive his ap­
proval? What motive must be present if one would possess 
these qualifications? How can one prove that he loves 
God? What makes a true Christian fearless at this time? 
U 41-43.

What must one do who wishes to partake of the first resur­
rection? What does this mean that he will do? In what 
sense is the present “the crucial hour for the church and 
the world”? What is Jehovah God about to do? Who are 
God’s watchmen? What is their duty at this time? J 44-46.

ISAIAH TEACHES RIGHT LIVING
------ December 4—I saiah 3:1  to 5 : 30------

Pure religion and undefiled before God our Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.”—James 1 :2 7.

THE Prophet Isaiah is ever a messenger of resti­
tution. After describing the terrible conditions 
of Israel which were before us in our last study, 

he tells how Jehovah, the mighty One of Israel, for his 
own sake and for his people’s sake will ease himself of 
his adversaries, and will avenge himself of his enemies. 
The enemies in this case are not those outside Israel, 
but are Israel’s own leaders. Isaiah speaks of them thus, 
“Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: 
everyone loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they 
judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the 
widow come unto them.”—Isaiah 1: 23.

2 These leaders of God’s people will be destroyed, as - 
such. Then Jehovah will turn his hand upon his people, 
and will purge away their dross. He says, “And I will 
restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors 
as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The 
city of righteousness, the faithful city.” (Isaiah 1:2G) 
This is distinctly a prophecy of Israel’s restitution.

3 Probably there is a double reference here: (1) To 
the restoration of the city of Jerusalem and Zion’s re­
turn from the captivity which Isaiah sees coming upon 
Israel, and (2) to the restoration of Israel’s order of 
go\ eminent as it was instituted by Moses, when there 
were seventy elders or counsellors who were made sharers 
with him in the government of the people. It was after 
the Babylonian captivity that the Sanhedrin was formed, 
a people perhaps guided thereto by this passage in 
Isaiah.—See Numbers 11:16; Exodus 2 4 :1, 9.

4 After this prophecy of Israel’s restitution Isaiah 
tells of the blessing that shall come to the Gentile peo­
ples, the nations. This is typical of Isaiah’s message; 
for whenever he tells of Israel’s being blessed of Jehovah 
he always associates the peoples of the earth with that 
blessing.

5 Very early in his prophecy (Isaiah 2:11) Isaiah 
uses the phrase “in that day” ; afterwards it was used 
very frequently by him and by other prophets, as any 
full reference Bible or concordance will show. “That day” 
is the day of Jehovah, when he begins and continues 
that great work in the earth which ends in the estab­

lishment of the kingdom of righteousness. It is the great 
day of trouble for God’s enemies, and upon all those who 
have refused to hear his warnings, but of blessing for 
those who have served him; and it brings blessing for 
those of the world who will learn the ways of right­
eousness, accepting the rule of the King set in Zion.

6 Our present study continues to tell of the trouble 
which Isaiah foretold was to come upon Jerusalem and 
Judah. He foretells the time when everything that has 
been considered stable and necessary to a well-ordered 
state of society shall be taken away or broken down. 
There will be famine; there will be a lack of confidence 
in the mighty man, the judge, the prophet, and the 
leaders who have been supposed to have wisdom to guide 
the people. Children will be exalted to be princes; and 
the people be oppressed not only by their rulers, but 
everyone by another, everyone by his neighbor; children 
would behave themselves proudly against their elders. 
So low is the condition of life pictured that a man will 
say to his brother who has no qualifications for ruler- 
ship, save that he has clothing, “Be thou our ruler, and 
let this ruin be under thy hand.” The prophet gives 
the reason for the desolation. He says, “Jerusalem is 
ruined, and Judah is fallen; because their tongue and 
their doings are against Jehovah, to provoke the eyes 
of his glory.”—Isaiah 3:1-8.

7 Isaiah again shows the need of Jehovah’s interven­
tion if his people are to be delivered. Jehovah says, “As 
for my people, children are their oppressors and wo­
men rule over them. 0  my people, they that lead thee 
cause thee to err, and destroy the wray of thy paths.” 
(Isaiah 3:12) But the Lord will stand up to plead 
for and to judge the people, and will say to the oppres­
sors, “What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, 
and grind the faces of the poor ? saith the Lord of hosts.” 
(Isaiah 3:15) After denouncing the wrong of the 
leaders of Israel, the prophet turns to the women; and, 
describing their pride in their many changes of apparel 
and their adornments, so numerous, he declares that 
the Lord will strip them and disclose their nakedness.

8 These terrible pictures are descriptive of those many



sects of Christendom which in the Scripture symbolisms 
are called women, as for example Great Babylon, the 
great false Christian system, is called the “mother of 
harlots”. (Revelation 17:5) These sects have adorned 
themselves to be seen of men, and have endeavored to 
attract the world to them that they might be made pros­
perous. In the sight of God they have been profligates, 
and have sought their pleasure and their increase from 
men and from the arrangements which this world af­
fords, rather than from God. Isaiah in a strange pas­
sage tells how “in that day”, the day of the Lord’s 
kingdom, “seven women shall take hold of one man.” 
(Isaiah 4 :1 ) They offer to eat their own bread, and 
provide their own clothing, but wish to be called by the 
name of the man, “to take away our reproach.”

9 This is not a mere reference that at the end of the 
age there will be more women than men, as some have 
thought; but that the many church systems will find 
that they have a need of the protection from danger 
which a man is supposed to provide for his wife. Thus 
this passage has been interpreted as showing that there 
will be a desire on the part of many of the non-con­
formist sects to combine with the older established sys­
tems, such as the church of England, or even the church 
of Rome which, by reason of their definite constitutions, 
may be looked upon as masculine rather than feminine. 
The prophet shows that in that day the Lord will begin 
to judge his people and purify them; that all those who 
profess his name will be subjected to the fires of purifi­
cation.

10 In the form of song to Jehovah Isaiah tells how 
God’s people Israel had been to him as a vineyard planted 
on a very fruitful hill. He had fenced it round about, 
had gathered out the stones, had planted it with the 
choicest vine trees, had built a tower in the midst, and 
had hewn a wine-press therein; for he looked for the 
harvest of grapes. But the vineyard brought forth wild 
grapes.

11 In this brief but graphic picture God’s disappoint­
ment with his people Judah is portrayed. The prophet, 
speaking for God, asks his people Judah what more he 
could have done for them than he had done. Why had 
they been as a good vine, and had brought forth only 
wild grapes? Nothing more could be done; and there­
fore God said that he would lay his vineyard waste, and 
in place of the vine there should come up briers and 
thorns; he would command the clouds that no rain 
should fall upon it.—Isaiah 5:1-7.

12 Israel’s wrong was that they had sought to join 
house to house and field to field. Many powers cooperated 
with each other, and the poor were crushed. The proph­
et gives a terrible description of the iniquity which ex­
isted and of the injustice done as between rich and poor. 
But God would be exalted in judgment, and sanctified 
in righteousness, in that he would remove everything 
that was an offense, and would save his remnant.

18 So bold were the people of Israel that they said of 
God, perhaps to the prophet, “Let him make speed, and 
hasten his work, that we may see i t : and let the counsel 
of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that 
we may know it.” (Isaiah 5:19) Because of this the 
anger of the Lord would be kindled against his people; 
and he would cause the nations from afar, that is in 
particular, the nations which composed or were members 
of the Assyrian empire and under the control of the 
ruthless Sennacherib, to come against Israel. “And in 
that day they shall roar against thee like the roaring of 
the sea; and if one look unto the land, behold darkness 
and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens 
thereof.” (Isaiah 5:30) The coming of the great As­
syrian army would be like the dashing of the sea against 
the shores of Israel, and the sorrow which would be 
brought would be as the darkening of the heavens.

14 Again it has to be said that these things written so 
long ago by Isaiah, and considered by the majority of 
those who now read the Bible as being written only for 
his own day, have a much wider and deeper meaning 
than they had to the people who first read or first heard 
the prophet’s words. We again draw attention to the 
fact that the words “in that day” always refer to the 
day of Jehovah, that day when he will establish his 
righteous rule in the earth, and when in order to do that 
he will break down all opposition to himself in what­
ever form it is manifest.

15 The people of Israel, and especially the nation of 
Judah, represented God’s vineyard. He planted it with 
care. He had a right to expect much fruit from it. But 
when he sent Jesus to gather the fruits, that is, to gather 
those who through the care of the husbandmen would be 
ready for Jesus and for the work then to be done, the 
husbandmen, the leaders of the people, thought they had 
a chance of getting the vineyard as their own perma­
nently. They had reaped the fruits of the vineyard for 
themselves; and they had used for their own interests 
their opportunities for serving God; and they said, “This 
is the heir, let us kill him.” God had to destroy those 
men miserably.—Matthew 21: 38-40.

16 But Israel is only a picture or miniature of the 
greater thing that God has done, or caused to be wrought 
out through the centuries that have passed since Jesus 
was upon earth. Again he planted a vine, and Chris­
tendom has professed to be that vine as represented in 
its branches. They have professed to be the disciples 
of Jesus, and therefore to be God’s vine. But instead of 
being faithful to him they have brought forth wild 
grapes; and when the time came for God to send his 
Son again into the world according to promise, that 
the fruitage of the vine might be gathered, namely, a 
people prepared for the work of Jehovah then to be 
done, Christendom was proved to be false. They had 
done as Israel had done.

17 The leaders had allied themselves and their flocks 
with the powers of the world; they had used their op­



portunities of serving God to their own advantage by 
blinding the people as to the truth, and causing the peo­
ple to keep them well-fed and well cared for, the pastors 
becoming the care of the flock instead of the flock being 
the care of the pastors. In this graphic way these things 
written long ago were written for our instruction; that
is, that the members of the true church might realize 
their own position as faithful servants of the Lord and, 
in being the antitype of Israel’s prophets who stood be­
fore the people on behalf of Jehovah, to tell them of 
their sins against God, and to warn them of the conse­
quences which were immediately coming upon them.

18 That Isaiah and his children are thus typical is 
declared by himself. He says, “Behold, I, and the chil­
dren whom the Lord hath given me, are for signs and 
for wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts, which 
dwelleth in mount Zion.” (Isaiah 8:18) That this 
does not refer in particular to his own day is evident 
from the fact that they were to be signs only when the 
Lord was established in Mt. Zion. It is true that Je­
hovah was in a measure established in Zion from the 
time that the ark was set there, but that was only typical 
of the true establishment of Zion when God sets his 
kingdom Zion in power in the earth. It follows, there­
fore, that when the true Zion is established God has his 
servant Isaiah and his children as si'gns and wonders; 
that is, as representative men who are seen to be doing 
the work of God in the earth.

19 This passage in Isaiah’s prophecy shows that God 
has two forces at work in the punishment of those who 
have so heedlessly and selfishly taken their own way, 
though they have professed to be his people, and in the 
destruction of that system of religious worship which 
they have performed in his name. There is (1) a direct 
witness against the people for their wrong, and against 
the institutions which they have supported, and (2) 
the actual force of destruction which is represented by 
the Assyrian power which Isaiah saw coming. Organized 
religion and the world systems which have supported
it, and of which it has been considered a necessary inte­
gral part, are as surely doomed to destruction as Jerusa­

lem was when the dark hordes of the Chaldeans were 
loosed upon it.

20 The injunction to right living is therefore not to 
be considered as being addressed to the outside world, 
the non-members of churches, but is addressed to pro­
fessors themselves. Judgment, says the Apostle Peter, 
first begins at the house of God. Tt is now too late in the 
day to save those institutions which have misled the 
people. But God will save his remnant, and afterwards 
will establish his kingdom of peace which will bring its 
blessings to all, even though death has seized them, and 
those who, according to orthodoxy, are past hope. It is 
not too late for those who hear the warning cry to free 
themselves from their bondage in great Babylon’s pris­
ons, and share in the last great wrork which God does in 
the establishment of the kingdom of his Son.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
What is the constant theme of Isaiah’s prophecies? Upon 

what class does he lay the blame for Israel’s deflection? 
What punishment will overtake this class? Along what 
two lines may Israel expect restoration? What effect will 
that restoration have upon the world In general? if 1-4. 

Explain the phrase, “In that day,” used by Isaiah and other 
prophets. What will that day bring to God’s enemies? 
To his friends? f| 5.

Describe the sevenfold nature of the trouble which was to 
come upon Israel. What does the prophet say was the 
cause of this desolation? From whom alone could de­
liverance come? Why? What two classes are given special 
prominence in Isaiah 3? if 6, 7.

What reason is here for applying these prophecies to our 
day? Explain Isaiah 4:1. f[ 8.

Explain the application of the figure of a vineyard to Israel. 
In what had Israel’s iniquity especially manifested itself? 
How was the prophet’s message received by the people? 
Which of the great world powers finally destroyed the 
ten-tribe kingdom? ff 9-15.

Apply the figure of the unfruitful vineyard to “Christendom” 
so-called. Of what class in pur day are Isaiah and his 
children typical? In what way are these “signs and 
wonders”? fj 16-18.

What two forces are at work in the punishment of those 
who are only professors of Christianity in our day? What 
will become of their elaborate system of worship? To 
whom is the prophet’s injunction of right living applic­
able? What great work now looms up before the faith­
ful remnant class? ff 19, 20.

ISAIAH COUNSELS RULERS
------ December 11— I saiah,

"Thou wilt "keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is ,

THE Prophet Isaiah said of himself and his chil­
dren, “Behold, I, and the children whom the 
Lord hath given me, are for signs and for won­

ders in Israel from the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth 
in mount Zion.” (Isaiah 8:18) In this word he gives 
a definite expression to the fact which is frequently seen 
in Scripture, and which probably is really always the 
case, namely, that those whom God chooses for his ser-

chapteks 7, 31, 36, 37------

:taped on thee: because he trusteth in thee."—Isa. S6:S.

vants are identified with that service. God’s servants 
the prophets were never automata: they were never mere­
ly writing instruments. For instance: Isaiah was called 
to walk barefooted for a time; Ezekiel was bidden to 
lie on his side for many days, while Hosea and his 
family were called to go through bitter experiences mak­
ing illustration of Israel’s waywardness and God’s mercy.

2 The prophets of God to Israel were always “sent” ;



none went out on his own account. It is only to those 
who are appointed by the Lord that the word of the 
Lord, "Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it,” can 
apply. The true prophet must always be charged with 
his message; not merely moved by his spirit as when 
Amos said, “The Lord God hath spoken, who can but 
prophesy ?”—Amos 3: 8.

s Isaiah was frequently in communication with the 
kings of Judah; but he was no politician as such; there 
was no policy which he claimed as his own. He was 
first and last the servant of Jehovah. His first recorded 
appearance before the kings of Judah was when Jerusa­
lem was threatened by the confederate armies of Israel 
and Syria. These kingdoms had joined for the purpose 
of setting their nominee “the son of Tabeal” upon the 
throne of Judah. (Isaiah 7:G) Isaiah was told to go 
to the king Ahaz, as he was superintending the water 
rapply of the city. He was to tell the king to have no 
fear of the threatened invasion.

4 These kings were interfering with God’s business, 
and it was because of this that God sent Isaiah to the 
house of David to tell them that no enemy would be 
allowed to interfere with God’s purpose to keep the seed 
of David upon the throne of Judah unless God willed 
to have it so. By this message God showed that if the 
people would walk in his ways he not only would be 
the defence of the throne of Judah, but would see to all 
that was necessary for the safety of the people and the 
city.

6 Apparently the water supply of the city was inade­
quate at certain seasons. Yet it may be presumed that 
as Jerusalem was the place where God had chosen to 
put his name, there would be no ordinary danger of 
scarcity of water. Apparently it was only when Judah 
had forgotten to trust in God that they took these pre­
cautions. That Ahaz was a great “religionist” is shown 
by his building in Jerusalem a fine altar, a copy of one 
he had seen in Damascus. But he was no lover of Jeho­
vah, as that false action demonstrated. Therefore though 
Laiah carried this assuring message from Jehovah to 
him it did not mean that Jehovah approved of him 
personally.

6 At this time Judah feared the rising power of As­
syria, which had already done much damage to the ten 
tribes. They also feared Egypt, which was again bid­
ding for world power. Since they neglected to place their 
faith in Jehovah, it was a question with them as to 
which of these two powers they should make an alliance 
with. Isaiah’s message to Israel was already weighted 
with the trouble which should finally dethrone the king 
and break down their kingdom; but God had showed 
him that out of all the trouble which should come he 
would preserve to himself a remnant.—Isaiah 1: 9.

7 In the then threatening trouble from Samaria and 
Syria a picture was to be made. Jehovah bade Isaiah 
when going to the king to take with him his son Shear- 
jashub, whose name means “a remnant shall return”.

Isaiah assured the king that not only would this attack 
not succeed, but that within sixty-five years Ephraim, 
the northern kingdom, would be broken so that it should 
no longer be a people.—Isaiah 7: 8.

8 This prophecy, while in itself comforting to Ahaz, 
inasmuch as it gave him some immediate relief yet, un­
der the circumstances, must have given him cause for con­
cern for himself. He would see that there was more in 
Isaiah’s words than assurance of present help. The 
prophet intimated that when he added, “If ye will not 
believe, surely ye shall not be established.” (Isaiah 7 :9 )  
Isaiah and his son were a witness against the people 
and the king. The incident was made a test for the 
king. Perhaps because he showed some lack of faith, 
it would not be easy for him to drop the scheme of 
providing water for the city. Isaiah told Ahaz from 
Jehovah that he should ask for a sign, and whatever it 
should be God would answer. In an insincere profession 
Ahaz said he would not tempt God, and refused. His 
action seemed like humility; but it was not that; for 
humility would at once have agreed to God’s expressed 
will. Since Jehovah had offered a sign one would be 
given. Then was spoken that which has become one of 
the most noted of prophecies, “Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Im­
manuel,” quoted by Matthew (chapter 1:23) as having 
its fulfilment in the birth of Jesus of the virgin Mary. 
—Isaiah 7:14.

0 That this was not a prophecy related only to the 
birth of the son of Mary is certain from the fact that 
the birth of the child was to be a sign for Ahaz; for 
before the child to be born should grow up to know the 
difference between good and evil the lands of these two 
kings who were in confederacy to interfere with God’s 
plans should have lost both kings. (Isaiah 7 : 1G) Mat­
thew’s use of the text may not be disputed.

10 Three fulfilments are now seen. It seems reason­
able to think that a child was bom to Isaiah, and was 
named Immanuel. God was doing more than speaking 
by his servant Isaiah to Ahaz and to Israel: he was 
making the events of that day and time typical of things 
yet to be. Later another child was to be born and he 
was to be named Maher-shalal-hash-baz. These two last 
names mean respectively “God with us”, and “speed, 
spoil, hurry, prey”. Here then are three names of Isaiah’s 
children, all with special names; his own name, Isaiah, 
meaning “Salvation of Jehovah”. The times were typ­
ical, thus the family was typical. Hence the prophet 
says, “Behold, I , and the children whom the Lord hath 
given me, are for signs and for wonders in Israel from 
the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion.”

11 It is important, however, to note that Isaiah asso­
ciates Zion with the events which were thus portrayed. 
It is only when the Lord of hosts is established in Zion 
that these words become living messages. These repre­
sent the salient features of the work which Jehovah is 
doing in the earth. Isaiah, “the salvation of Jehovah,”



represents the general fact of the time when the salva­
tion of Jehovah is being revealed; for the time has now 
come when the salvation of God, hitherto known only 
by those who have accepted God's will in Christ, is to 
be made manifest to all men.

12 There are three main features or truths connected 
with the harvest of the age which God has made clear: 
(1) That he is gathering a remnant out of great Chris­
tendom; (2) that the time of his presence has come, 
namely, his representative Immanuel, the glorious Christ, 
is now with his people, God with us; (3) that this neces­
sarily brings a time of fierce judgment on all those things 
which are contrary to the will of God. The spoiler comes, 
and makes haste for his prey. Christendom is being 
broken up; and there is a great and terrible destruction 
coming, so that unless heaven interfered there would 
be no flesh saved.

13 Isaiah as a messenger of Jehovah represented one 
phase of the destroying power; for he was to preach 
the word which should act upon the people to bring 
them to judgment. Besides this the Assyrian would 
surely come upon them. This corresponds with the pres­
ent time; for Christendom is now threatened by two 
forces: (1) That which may be called the onslaught of 
the truth, which in ever increasing force batters the walls 
of great Babylon; (2) the destructive force of irreligion, 
ever growing in intensity. Probably it is true to say 
there is no more suggestive Bible picture than this which 
gives us part of our present study.

14 After these things Isaiah’s prophecies tell of events 
in the days of Hezekiah. Hezekiah was one of the out­
standing men of the Old Testament, both because of his 
loyalty to Jehovah and because of his ability. In his 
day the Assyrian power was becoming more and more 
aggressive. The kingdom of Judah was not in itself 
sufficiently attractive to tempt the Assyrian to leave 
Mesopotamia; but it was on the road to Egypt, and was 
liable to be overrun with one or the other of these world 
powers.

15 In the second passage there is to be noted a simi­
larity between the words of Rabshakeh, which we must 
suppose he spoke on behalf of his master, the Assyrian 
king, and those spoken by Pharaoh to Moses, when he 
Eaid that Jehovah had sent him. “Who is Jehovah?” 
said Pharaoh. Rabshakeh said that which amounted to 
the same thing. To the people he said, “Say ye now to 
Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of As­
syria. What confidence is this wherein thou trustest ? . . .  
Who are they among all the gods of these lands that 
have delivered their land out of my hand, that the Lord 
should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?” (Isaiah 36: 
4, 20) It may be expected that Jehovah would not allow 
this challenge to go by.

16 It was a day of humiliation for the people, as they 
must hear these things. The more ready among them 
might have thought that Jehovah would smite the blas­
phemer as his words came out of his mouth. But God 
had a vastly greater lesson to teach both Israel and As­

syria than such an immediate act could give. His plans 
must mature.

17 At this time Sennacherib, Rabshakeh’s king, sent 
Hezekiah an insulting letter. Hezekiah laid it before 
Jehovah. God heard his pleading for the honor of his 
name. Isaiah was sent to him to tell him that the As­
syrian “shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow 
there”, that God would defend it, “for mine own sake, 
and for my servant David’s sake.” (Isaiah 37:33-35) 
God took the Assyrian in hand. In one night the whole 
of the Assyrian army was slain. We are not told how; 
it is merely said the angel of the Lord went forth, and 
in the morning they were all dead men.—Isaiah 37: 36.

18 Here is a set of circumstances so extraordinary as 
mark themselves out as typical. Because Sennacherib 
lifted up his hand against God his army was smitten 
as it were with the breath of God. Jerusalem and Heze­
kiah and Isaiah and God’s people were preserved from 
that attack which threatened to destroy them. The typ­
ical pictures which are here drawn evidently represent 
a series of experiences which come upon the church to­
wards the end of the time of her work on earth. The 
Assyrian attack represents an attempt on Satan’s part 
against God’s organization. The forces under his control 
are a combination of the kingdoms over which he ruled. 
Without question Satan will yet gather his forces to­
gether to break in on God’s organization as it is repre­
sented in the earth. But that will be the signal for the 
destruction of all his forces. Let the people of God take 
heart. Zion, God’s organization, cannot be broken by 
any power of the enemy, but shall prevail.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
Give several illustrations of the fact that God’s servants 

are always identified with his service. What wrong idea 
regarding the origin of prophecy have some held? f  1, 2. 

Account for Isaiah’s familiarity with the court circles of 
his day. What foreign invasion was threatening Judah 
when the prophet made his first recorded public appear­
ance? What acts of the king of Judah demonstrated that 
he was a mere religionist? Why, then, did the Lord de­
fend him? 1f 3-5.

What two world powers were a menace to the land of 
Palestine? Why? What question was perplexing the 
rulers of Israel ? Show that their perplexity resulted from 
a lack of faith in Jehovah. What became of the northern 
kingdom? When? 6, 7.

What test did the Lord put upon King Ahaz? How did the 
test reveal his wrong condition of heart? Quote Isaiah 
7:14, and give three fulfilments of this scripture. What 
light does the word Zion throw upon this prophecy? fl 8-1L 

What three great truths connected with the harvest of the 
age have been made clear to the remnant class? What 
two forces are now threatening “Christendom”? How are 
these forces pictured in Isaiah’s prophecy? 12, 13.

Who was King Hezekiah? Why did the Assyrian forces 
attack his territory? In what way did Sennacherib’s 
insolence resemble that of the Pharaoh of the Exodus? 
In each instance what was the result produced by the 
ruler’s Insolence? How was the strength of each of the first 
two world powers broken? Show points of similarity 
between Hezekiah’s experience and that of the remnant 
class. 14-19.
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BIBLES

As stated last year, we purpose to discontinue the I. B. S. A. 
line of Bibles. However, we still have on hand a considerable 
stock of tlie following numbers: 1018, 1919, 1928 and 1939. As 
long as they last these may be had at the old prices, adding 504 
where Pateut Index is desired. The 1959 I. B. S. A. Bible is 
permanently out of stock.

The new Cameo and Sapphire Type Reference Bibles, which we 
announced last year, have proved to be very popular with Bible 
Students; and we are continuing the line. There is a number of 
distinctly new features incorporated in these Bibles. Most impor­
tant, they are printed on India paper with a new style of type 
which Is very easily read even in dim light. The names and 
chapters of the books are to be found near the top of each page 
at tho outside comer, instead of at the center of the page as for­
merly. which greatly facilitates reference. These Bibles do not have 
the Divinity Circuit (overhanging edges) that savors of ecclesias- 
ticism. but are bound with firm edge as ordinary books. The large 
size Bible (Cameo type), designated by the initial “P ” is exactly 
the same size as the cloth-bound Studies; while the small size Bi- 
b'e (Sapphire type), designated by the initial “K”, corresponds 
to the iterat'd and De Luxe editions. Thus the new Bibles be­
come a part of the set of volumes, and may be stacked with them 
on ihe study table for immediate use. All the Bibles have the 
regular Cambridge marginal references, and the pronunciation of 
pi oner names is indicated by an improved method. Certain num­
bers contain a good concordance in the back.
No. P120, 4 f * x 7 i 'r, 
No. P I23, 4J* x 7 *, 
No. PJ30, A\a x 7#*, 
No. P135, 4 * " x 7 |" ,

French Morocco .... 
W ith concordance
Full Leather ..........
With concordance 
French Morocco .... 
With concordance
Full Leather ........
With concordance

.........$4.00
_____ 4.35
_____ 5.65
_____ 5.80
_____ 3.40
_____ 3.75
_____ 4.85
_____ 5.20

EMPHATIC DIAGLOTT
The Emphatic D iaglott, which has been out of print for several 

years, has been republished by the Society. This is a Greek New 
Testament, built on the Griesbach recension, with footnotes show­
ing variations in the Alexandrine an-d Vatican No. 1209 texts, two 
of the oldest MSS. Besides the Greek text there is an interlinear 
word-for-word translation under each line, and also an arranged 
translation in a separate column. We consider the translation to 
be the most accurate of the New Testament extant, and believe 
the book to be an almost indispensable aid to careful study.

The printing is in a clear though small face type and on the 
rery best Bible paper. I t  is bound in the Fabrifeoid binding with  
cover ornamented in three colors. Size 4§" x 6J". Price, $2.50.

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES
These Studies are recommended to students as veritable Bible 

keys, discussing topically the vital doctrines of the Bible. More 
than fourteen million copies are in circulation, in eighteen languages. 
Two sizes are issued (in English only) : The regular maroon cloth, 
gold stamped edition on dull finish paper (size 5 " x 7 f" ) , and the 
maroon cloth pocket edition on thin paper (size 4 " x 6 g w) ; both 
sizes are printed from the same plates, the difference being in tlio 
width of the margins. The pocket edition— Volumes I, II, III, 754 
each ; Volumes I v, V, VI, VII, 854 each.

S e r ies  I : The Divine Plan of the Ages, giving an outline of the 
divine plan revealed in the Bible, relating to man’s redemption 
and restitu tion : 350 pages, 354. Magazine edition 204. Also 
procurable in Arabic, Armenian, French, Hollandish, Hungarian, 
Italian, Lithuanian, Roumanian, Russian, Slovak, Spanish and 
Ukrainian— regular cloth style. 754 each ; Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, 
and Swedish, 504 each : German and Greek, 404. Polish, 354.

Se r ie s  I I : The Time is a t Hand, treats of the manner and time 
of the Lord's second coming, considering the Bible testimony on 
this subject: 333 pages, 354* Obtainable in Dano-Norwegian, Fin­
nish and Swedish, 504; German and Greek 404; Polish, 354 * 
Arabic and French, 754.

Se r ie s  I I I : Thy Kingdom Come, considers prophecies which 
mark events connected with “the time of tne end”, the glorifica­
tion Of the church, and the establishment of the Millennial king­
dom. It  also contains a chapter on the Great Pyramid of Egypt, 
showing its corroborations of certain Bible teachings: 380 pages, 
354. Furnished also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, and Swedish, 
504 ; German and Greek, 404; French, 754; Polish, 354.

Se r ie s  I V : The B attle  of Armageddon, shows that the dissolu­
tion of the present order of things is in progress, and that all 
of the human panaceas offered are valueless to avert the end pre­
dicted in the Bible. I t  contains a special and extended treatise 
on our Lord’s great prophecy of Matthew 24 and also on that of 
Zechariah 1 4 :1 -9  : 656 pages, 404. Also In Dano-Norwegian, Fin­
nish, German, Greek and Swedish, 504. French, 854. Polish, 404.

Se r ie s  V : The Atonement Between God and Man, treats an  
all-important subject, the center around which all features of 
divine grace revolve. This topic deserves the most careful con­
sideration on the part of ail true Christians: 618 pages, 404. 
Procurable likewise in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek 
and Swedish, 504; French, 854; Polish, 404.

Se r ie s  V I : The New Creation, deals with the creative week 
(Genesis 1, 2), and with the church, God’s new creation. It exam­
ines the personnel, organization, rites, ceremonies, obligations, and 
hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members of the 
body of C hrist: 730 pages, 404. Supplied also in Dano-Norwegian, 
Finnish, German, Greek and Swedish, 504 ; Polish, 404.

Se r ie s  V I I: The Finished M ystery, consists of a verse-by-verse 
explanation of the Bible book of Revelation, plus indexes and 
appendixes: 384 pages, illustrated, 404 in cloth. Cloth edition 
including explanation of Song of Solomon and Ezekiel, 60S pages, 
obtainable also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek and 
Swedish, 504. Roumanian two volumes, Revelation and EzekieL 
Each vol. 754. Polish, 354.

De Luxe E d it io n  : English only. This edition is durably bound, 
semi-flexible, elaborately embossed in five colors, gold edges, printed 
on thin Bible paper, and is designed more especially for the use 
of the friends. I t  contains some of the material used in the Mem­
orial W atch T o w er; the original text of Tabernacle Shadows; 
the booklet, The Bible versus the Evolution T heory; and an index 
of all Scriptural texts in the seven volumes. The set of seven 
volumes, $S.75 ; single volumes, $1.25 each. The Harp of God in 
same style of binding, but different cover design, $1.25 per copy.

CREATION DRAMA SCENARIOS
The ninety-six short, pithy lectures o f the Photo-Drama of 

Creation are supplied in two bindings : Red cloth, in Arabic, Greek, 
Hungarian and Ukrainian, 754. In English, Armenian, Dano-Nor­
wegian, Finnish, French, German, Italian, Polish, Russian, Rou­
manian, Slovak, Spanish and Swedish, 854. Paper bound edition 
in English, Arabic, Armenian, Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, 
Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Polish, Russian, Slovak, Spanish, 
Swedish and Ukrainian, 354.

DELIVERANCE
Deliverance— a vivid description of the divine plan, particularly 

outlining God's progressive steps against evil, showing the final 
overthrow of the Devil and all of his institutions, the deliverance 
of the people and the establishment of a righteous government on 
earth. Topical index, locating throughout the book the different 
places where a subject has been treated ; Scriptural index of all 
the scriptures used or quoted throughout the book; a lecture 
course is mailed every other week for twelve w eeks; 384 pages, 
cloth bound, gold stamped, 384 postpaid.

Translations are being made in Arabic, Armenian, French, Ger­
man, Greek, Italian, Lithuanian, Polish, Russian, Spanish, Ukrainian.



THE HARP OF GOD
This book gives a pointed and compact epitome of the subjects 

treated at greater length in  the Studies in the Scriptures, espe­
cially adapted for Bible study classes. Dividing the teachings of 
the Bible into its ten fundamentals, it  supplies the student with a 
well-grounded knowledge of the Scriptures. Paragraphs are num­
bered, and questions are supplied at the end of each chapter. De 
Luxe edition, $1.25. Popular edition, 35#. Also in Armenian* Greek, 
50#; Polish, 35# ; Afrikaans, Arabic, Bohemian, Dano-Norwegian, 
Finnish, French, German, Hungarian, Italian, Japanese, Lithu­
anian, Roumanian, Russian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, Ukrainian, 
65#. Braille for the Blind, 9 volumes, $9.00.

I. B. S. A. YEAR BOOK
I. B. S. A. Tear Book— 1928, of the I. B. S. A., W a tch  T ow er 

B iblb  ̂ & T ract So c ie ty  and the P e o ples  P u l p it  A s so c ia tio n . 
Contains a complete and comprehensive report of the doings and 
activities of the association for the year 1927, as well as a report 
of the annual business meeting held in October. The Year Book is 
designed to serve Bible Students throughout the year by supply­
ing a text for daily consideration, together with a comment. 
Topic for discussion at prayer meetings is also contained in the 
book, together with a comment. The book contains 256 pages, 
cloth bound, gold stamped, retail price 50# per copy, postpaid. 
Translation will be undertaken in German only.

O T H E R  B IB L E  S T U D Y  H E L P S
E m p h a t i c  D ia g lo t t , G reek-E nglish  New T estam en t.

De L uxe  E d itio n  ..........................................................................................2.50

P ocket  B ib l e s  (w ith o u t com m ents) :
F73X , 3 r ' x 5 i "  ---------------------------------------------- -------- ..................5.00
B 65X , 3 |" x 5 & "  --------------------------- - ......... - .............. - .............. - ........3.00
B72X, 3 S " x 5 £ "  .......... .......................... _...................................................... 4.50
B 73X , 3 £ " x 5 "  .................................................................................................4.50

M argolis’ T ranslation  o f  t h e  Old  T e st a m e n t , re c en t H e­
brew (c lo th )  ......................................................................................................1.25

M idget P sa lm s  ....................................................................................................... 75
W eym outh’s T ranslation  of t h e  N ew  T e s t a m e n t :

Pocket size ( le a th e r)  .................................................................................. 2.50
Pocket size  (c lo th ) ....................................................................................... 1.35
L arg e r, w ith  notes Ic lo th ) ........................................................................2.00

Concordances :
Young' s A nalytical  (c lo th ) ...................... ............................................6.50
S trong' s E x h a u st iv e  (buck ram ) ................  6.50
Cruden ' s  (c lo th ) ....................................................  2.25
P ocket  ( le a th e r)  .......................... ................................................................1.35

D avis B ib l e  D ictionary
A dictionary explaining the terms and usages of Bible language. 

The Society has selected the Davis Bible Dictionary to replace the 
dictionaries that have been handled the past few years because 
of revisions in- the new printings tending to teach Higher Criticism. 
The volume contains 848 pages, is cloth bound, gold stamped.
Price .............................................................................................................. 4.00
P eloijbet’s B ib l e  D ictionary  ............................................................. 3.50

Tabernacle Shadows of the B etter Sacrifices, E n g lish ___________ 25
Armenian* Dano-Noru egian, Finnish, French, German,
Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Polish, Roumanian, Russian,
Slovak and Swedish ______________ _____________________ ......25
Lithuanian ........................... - ______________________ ____ _______ 50

P rospectus, for canvassing ....................... ............... .............. ....... ..... 1.00
Canvassing Bags, Paper ____ ____ - .......... ..................... .05

Charts :
Chronology, 8 ft. (English and Greek)................ .........................3.75
Divine Plan, 5 ft. (English, German, Greek, Hungarian, and
Lithuanian) ............................................................................................. 3.00
Divine Plan, 8 ft ..................................................................................... 3.75
Ezekiel’s Sanctuary, 3 ft. colored (English and Greek).......... 1.50
Revelation, G ft. blue print ................................   3.00
Tabernacle, 3 ft. colored (English and Greek)............................. 1.50
Tabernacle, 8 ft. blue print .............................................................. 3.75

Cross and Crown P ins , Pendants, and Accessories :
t-inch Cross and Crown, No. 1— Ladies (pin) ; No. 2— Gents
(button) ................................................. - ...................................... - .........1.50
i-inch Cross and Crown, No. 4—Ladies (pin) ; No. 3— Gents
(button) ...................................................................................................... 1.25
f-inch Cross and Crown Pendant, without chain.......................... 1.50
i-inch Cross and Crown Pendant, without chain.......................... 1.25
Light-weight Chain ................................................................................1.35
Medium-weight Chain ........................................................................... 2.00
Heavy-weight Chain ..............................................................................3.25

Chains 15 inches long, 16 inch length 154 additional, 17 
inch length 30# additional.
Daily Heavenly Manna. Dark blue cloth, gold embossed, Eng­

lish and Greek, 65#. French, 75#; German, Hungarian, Italian, 
Lithuanian, Polish and Roumanian, 85# ; Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, 
and Swedish, $1.00. Genuine purple Morocco, gold edges: English, 
Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, French, Polish, and Swedish, $2.00; 
Greek De Luxe edition, 80#; Vest Pocket s iz e : Hungarian, cloth, 
75# ; German, cloth, 50# ; leather, 65#.
Hymns of Dawn, with music (stiff covers, cloth) _________ _____75

Hymns of Daivn, without music, pocket size ........... ................. ..... .15
Magazine E d it io n s  of The Watch Tower (Special) :

Volume 1, Studies in the Scriptures .............................. ....... ...........20
Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, Swedish .............................................   .25

Volume 7, Studies in the Scriptures
Finnish and Polish ................................................................................... 25
The Bible on Hell, English......................................................................05
Armenian, German, and Swedish ................................................  .10

Assortment of Mottoes
Packet Ma .........................    .75
Packet Mb ................................................. ............................................... 1.50
Packet Me ................................................................................................. 2.00
Packet Md ..................................................................................................2.50

Some mottoes in each packet w ill be of an entirely new design.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

B inders  : Cloth binding, spring back, for current issues of The 
Watch Tower ........................................................................$1.00

B o o k l e t s : Where are the Dead?; Standard for the People; Com- 
fo it  for the People; A Desirable Government; Hell— What is it?  
Who are There? Can they Get Out?; Our Lord’s R eturn; Berean 
Question book on each volume of Scripture Studies and on Taber­
nacle Shadows, many languages, each .............................................10

Can the Living Talk w ith  the Dead? Printed in following languages, 
Bohemian, Finnish, German, Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Lithu­
anian, Polish, Slovak and Spanish .................................................... 10

Comfort for the Jews, English, Cloth ................................................. 50
Paper ......................................... 25

German and Yiddish, paper only ..................................................... 25
Restoration, English ...................................... ............ _...............................20
Millions Now Living W ill Never Die, English ....................................10

Afrikaans, Arabic, Armenian, Anneno-Turkish, Bohemian, 
Croation, Czechoslovak, Dano-Norwegian, Finnish,
French, German, Greek, Hawaiian, Hollandish (Dutch), Hun­
garian, Italian, Japanese, Korean (in both pure and mixed 
scripts), Lettish, Lithuanian, Malayalara (India), Polish, 
Portuguese, Roumanian, Russian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, 
Ukrainian, Urdu (India), and Yiddish, each ............................... 10

S c r iptu re  T ex t  T ost  Cards, p e r dozen....................................................20
Morning Resolve Cards, per dozen................ ....................................... 10
Vow Bookmarks (silk), each................................................................ 10

1928 Year Calendar ..........................................     25

Pastor Russell Souvenir, Photos ............................................................. 35
Radio Souvenirs, Photos ...............................................................................35
The Watch Tower, 16 pages (twice monthly), per year in

United States ................................................................... -.............. ..... 1.00
In Canada and miscellaneous foreign countries, per year.......1.50
In Great Britain, Australasia, and South Africa, per year.... 7s 
Regularly jmblished also in Armenian, French, German, Greek, 
Italian, Lithuanian, Polish, Russian, Dano-Norwegian,
Finnish, Slovak, Spanish, Ukrainian, per year ..........................1.00
Arabic, Hollandish, Portuguese, Roumanian, Swedish, per year 1.50 
B ound R e p r in t s  (of English only), seven volumes, from
July, 1879, to June 15, 1919, (cloth) per set............................ 14.00
B ound R e p r in t s , d i t to  above ( le a tn e r  backs a n d  c o rn e rs ), 
p e r se t ............................................... ......................................................18.50

The Golden Age, 32 pages (every other week), English, Finnish,
German, Polish, per year .................................................................... 1.00
Dano-Norwegian, French, Hungarian, Swedish, per year ........ 1.50

AN  INTERESTING LETTER
D ear B r e t h r e n  :

It is now over six months since I received my First Mort­
gage Construction Bonds from you. This period has not been 
one of financial need, nor do I anticipate any future reed. 
I  do not want you to be mortgaged to me any longer, so

please accept them as a contribution to the work in which 
we love to share. Faith can firmly trust him, come what 
may.

Praying the Lord’s continued blessi”*; on his work.
Tour brother in the King’s service,

(Signed) Charles Fekel.—New York.



MemationaL Bible Students Association Classes
lectu res and Studies by Traveling Brethren

BROTHER T. E. BARKER BROTHER H. S. MURRAY

Hallowell, Me. .. ___Dee. 1 Moultonville, N. H....... Dec. 13 Waucoma, Is. .......Dec. 1 Joplin, Mo................... ..Dec. 16 ,13
Lewiston, Me. ______ ____ ” 2, 4 East Wolfeboro, K. H. .. ” 14 Fayette, la . ______......... ” 2 ,4 Pittsburg, Kans......... 19 ,20
North Jay, Me............ ____ ” 5 Portsmouth. N. H ____ ” 15 ,16 W&ukon, la .............. ........ ” 5 ,6 Pardons, Kans............ .... ” 21-25
Wilton, Me. ________ ........ ”  6 Manchester, N. H ____ ” IS Dubuque, la ............. 7 Neodesha, Kans........ .... ” 26,27
Portland, Me............... ........ ” 7 Pittsfield, N. H. .._____ ” 1>J Freeport, 111. ........ M 8 Bartlesville, Okla. ... — ” 28
South Windham, Me. ........ ” 9 Nashua, N. H......... .......... ” 20 St. Louis, Mo.......... ........ ” 9 ,11 Tulsa, Okla..............Dec. 30 Jan. 1
Springvale, Me. ......... ........ ” 11 Milford, N. H. ... .......... ” 21 Lebanon, Mo. ........ ” 12,13 Barnsdall, Okla......... ......Jan. 2, 3
Sanford, Me................. » 17 Arlington, Mass. Dec. 22-Jan, 5 Monett, Mo.............. ......... ” 14, 15 Arkansas City, Ark. .___ ” 4, 5

BROTHER J. A. BOHNET BROTHER V. C. RICE
Black Creek, W is .___ ..Dec. 1 ,2 Madison, W is......... .....Dec. 16 .18 Columbus, Miss....... .......Dec. 1 Anna, 111................. .... .....Dec. 18
Appleton, Wis.............. .... ” 4 Richland Center, Wis. ” 19 ,20 West Point, Miss. ........ ” 2, 4 Carbondale, 111. ___ -----” 19, 20
Oshkosh, Wis............... .... ” 5, 6 Madison, Wis......... ........” 21 Okolona, Miss......... ........ ” 5, 6 St. Louis, Mo............. 21
Fond du Lac, Wis. ... .... ” 7, 8 Monticetto, Wis. .. ........” 22 ,23 Van Vleet, Miss. ... ” 7, 8 Mexico, Mo.................. ......” 22, 23
Milwaukee, Wis. ___ .... ” 9, 11 Monroe, Wis........... 25 Houlka, Miss........... ........ ” 9, 11 Jefferson City. Mo. 25
Waukesha, Wis. ____ .... ” 12 ,13 Gratiot, Wis........... .... ” 26.27 luka, Miss............... ........ ” 13,14 Sedalia, Mo.................. ___ ” 26, 27
Lake Mills, W is .___ _.. ” 14 ,15 Freeport, 111......... .. ........ ” 28 ,29 Memphis, Tenn. ... ........ ” 15,16 Burton, M o ._______ ...... ” 28, 29

BROTHER G. H. DRAPER BROTHER W. J. THORN
Huntington, W. Va. .. ..Dec. 1 Wallace, W. Va. .. .....Dec. 15 ,16 Edgefield, S. C....... .......Dec. 1, 2 Waycross, Ga.............
Gallipolis, Ohio ....... — ” 2 Heaters, W. Va. .. 19 Columbia, S. C. ... ........ ” 5 ,6 Fitzgerald, Ga............ ......” 19, 20
Marietta, Ohio ......... 4 Tallmansville, W. Va. ” 20 Hartsville, S. C. ... 7 Thomasville, Ga........ 21
N. Martinsville, W. Va. ” 5, 6 Philippi, W. Va. .......” 21, 22 Florence, S. C........ ........” 8, 9 Cairo, Ga..................... 22
Wheeling, W. Va........ .... ” 7, 8 Grafton, W. Va. .. 23 Charleston, S. C. . 11 Dothan, Ala. ............. ..... ” 23, 25
Fairmont, W. Va........ .... ” 9, 11 Oakland, Md.......... .......” 25 ,26 Ridgeland, S. C. ... ........ ” 12, 13 Albany, Ga.................. .....” 20, 27
Morgantown, W. Va. . . . .” 12, 13 Lonaeoning, Md. .......” 27 ,28 Savannah, Ga.......... ........ ” 14, 15 Cordele, Ga................. 28
Clarksburg, W. Va. ... .... ” 14,18 Frostburg, Md....... .......” 29 ,30 Screven, Ga, ____ 1G McRae, Ga.................. .....” 29, 30

BROTHER A. J. ESULEMAN BROTHER J. C. WATT

Rhlneyville, Ky........................ Dec. 1
Cecilia, Ky.......................................” 2
Elizabethtown, Ky........................” 4
Beaver Dam, Ky............... ” 5, 6
Owensboro, Ky.............................. ” 7 ,8
Magnet, Ind............. - ....... ” 9 ,1 1
Evansville, Ind..................” 12 ,13
Henderson, Ky................... ” 14,15

Dixon, Ky.......................Dec. 16 ,18
Providence, Ky.............    ” 19. 20
Hopkinsville, Ky............ '* 23. 22
Guthrie, Ky..................... ” 23
Memphis, Tenn................ ” 25
Little Rock, Ark............ ” 27, 23
Texarkana, Tex...............” 29
Atlanta, Tex.....................” 30

Clubb, Mo.................... .....Dec. 1 ,2
Poplar Bluff, Mo. .. 4
Nfjriyville, Mo........... .......” 5, 6
Lafe, Ark.................... 7
Rector, Ark................ ...... ” 8, 9
Jonesboro, Ark................. ” 11,11
Grubbs, Ark. ........... .......” 12, 13
Forest City, Ark. ...........” 15, 1G

Helena, Ark................. Dec. 18 ,19
Memphis, Tenn............... ” 20, 21
Keiser, Ark ................... ” 22, 23
Jonesboro, Ark................” 25
Pine Bluff, Ark. Dec. 26, Jan. 1
Star City, Ark............ Dec. 27, 28
Moscow, Ark...................” 29, 30
England, Ark................... Jan. 2, 3

BROTHER R. G. GREEN IMPORTANT
Oakland, Calif..............Nov. 15-30 San Jose, Calif............Dec. 15-25
San Francisco, Calif...... Dec. 1-15 Santa Cruz, Calif. Dec. 2G-Jan. 5

BROTHER H. E. HAZLETT

Grand Island, Nebr....... Dec. 1
Lincoln, Nebr......................” 2, 4
Nebraska City, Nebr. .. ” 5, 6
St. Joseph, Mo................... ” 7 ,13
Sabetha, Kans....................” 9 ,11
Leavenworth, Kans.......... ” 14,15
Kansas City, Mo..............” 16,18

Paola, Kans...................Dec. 19, 20
Fort Scott, Kans............ ” 21, 22
Bronson, Kans.................” 23
lola, Kans......................  ” 25, 26
Garnett, Kans................. ” 27
Gardner, Kans.................” 28
Overbrook, Kans.............” 28, 30

Time and again we have called the attention of our readers 
not to remit currency in unregistered envelopes. It is a 
temptation to men to steal. A man who has been in the 
Postal service forty-two years has been arrested and wiU 
doubtless go to prison because lie opened our mail and was 
caught at it by the officials. Not only is it a temptation 
to weak men, but you lose your money and then cannot 
understand why you do not hear from us. Please observe 
what we have said time and again : Remit by post office 
money order or New York draft. Do not send personal 
checks on any bank outside of New York.

BROTHER M. L. HERR

B ig Sandy, Tenn. ........ Dec. 1 Chattanooga, Tenn. — Dec. 18
Palmyra, Tenn. ... .. .........”  2 Athens, Tenn.............. ...... ” 19, 20
Nashville, Tenn. .. ” 4 .9 London, Tenn.......... . — . ” 21
Springfield, Ten-n. ........ ” 5, 6 Crossville, Tenn. . »» »>r>
Lebanon, Tenn. .._____ ” 7, 8 Rockford, Tenn......... ___ ” 23
Milton, Tenn.......... 11 Knoxville, Tenn. ...... 25
Doyle, Tenn............ . . . .” 12. 13 Middleboro, Ky. ___ ...... " 27, 30
Beans Creek, Tenn_____ ” 14,15 Alva, Ky...................... —  ” 28, 29

BROTHER G. S. KENDALL

CANVASSING PARTIES
All canvassing parties and all individuals who canvass 

should mention the radio stali >n in that vicinity that is 
broadcasting the truth. This often proves a means of open­
ing the way to place the books into the hands of the peo­
ple. Have in mind that the chief purpose of the radio is 
to call the people’s attention to the truth and then furnish 
the opportunity for them to get a wider understanding of 
the truth by reading what is being printed.

Locust Grove, Okla....... Dec. 1 Stigler, Okla. ..... ....... Dec. 17 ,19
Muskogee, Okla................ ” 2, 4 Tamaha, Okla.................” 18
Sallisaw, Okla. - .........  ” 5, 8 Muskogee, Okla.................” 20
Siloam, Ark. .............__   99 6, 7 Prior, Okla......................... ” 21, 22
Fort Smith, Ark. ......” 11 ,16  Okmulgee, Okla..................” 23, 25
McCurtain, Okla. ______” 12 ,13  Henryetta, Okla................. ” 26, 27
Quinton, Okla. ............. 99 14 ,15  Sapulpa, O kla.__ ” 29

RADIO
A list of radio stations in the United States and Canada 

which are now regularly broadcasting the kingdom message 
will appear on the last page of our next issue.



and therefore God permitted them to go in the way of 
evil and to do those things which are unrighteous. As 
the knowledge of men increased they have turned that 
knowledge into selfish and wrongful channels. Satan, 
seizing upon the opportunity, has builded a mighty or­
ganization on earth. In the latter days, due to the great 
goodness of God, knowledge has increased; but this 
knowledge has been used among men under the influence 
of Satan to strengthen his organization. The commerce 
of the earth, the political machinery of earth, and the 
organized religion of earth, are all under the control 
of Satan. He has united these into one mighty organiza­
tion, which organization is cruel and oppressive. He 
stands opposed to God and evervthing that represents 
God.

9 Throughout the ages only those who have been faith­
ful to God have stood aloof from the Devil’s organiza­
tion and refused to yield thereto. Many of these have 
suffered martyrdom, and over them Satan’s organiza­
tion apparently has triumphed. Many others for a time 
have stood in opposition to Satan’s organization, but 
under his subtle influence have fallen into his snares. 
Today upon earth there is but a remnant that is true 
and faithful to God. Against these Satan and his or­
ganization now make desperate assault with the deter­
mination of destroying them because they keep the com­
mandments of God and have the witness that they are 
the Lord’s.

GOD’S ORGANIZATION
10 God’s organization is unknown to all except a few. 

It consists of Jesus Christ, his beloved Son and great 
High Priest, and a host of true and holy angels, and the 
members of the body of Christ in glory, and of those 
anointed ones on earth who are yet faithful and true to 
the Lord. Over all of these is the great Eternal Jehovah 
God. The fact that one of his names is Jehovah of Hosts 
means that he has a mighty army of holy angels that 
delight to render complete obedience unto him. These 
not only carry out his purposes in general, but under 
his direction furnish protection for the faithful ones on 
earth. God’s representatives on earth are small in num­
ber and meagre in power. In themselves they have no 
strength. The faithful ones have entered into the secret 
place of the Most H igh; and dwelling there in the shad­
ow of the Almighty God they are safe while the battle 
ragee. With confidence and with a complete sense of 
security they can perform and do perform their duties.

DIVINE RULES
11 It appears that God has fixed rules of procedure con­

cerning world powers: (1) He manifests toward such 
his own goodness that the people thereof, and particular­
ly the rulers, may see evidences of his righteousness in 
contrast with the wickedness of the evil one. (2) He 
serves notice upon them of his purposes to punish their 
evil corns: ( 3) He magnifies his own name by a man­

ifestation of his supreme power that all may know that 
there is no Almighty God besides him and from him 
alone proceed all things that are good and righteous.

“  It also appears that another fixed rule of God is 
that where there is greater knowledge, or opportunity 
to obtain the same, there is greater responsibility 
resting upon those who do know or who might know. 
Having in mind these fixed rules will enable us to more 
fully appreciate what are the present duties of the rem­
nant and what Armageddon may mean.

BEGINNING OF WORLD POWERS

19 Nebuchadnezzar succeeded his father upon the 
throne of Babylon, a nation that had existed for many 
years. In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnez­
zar he had a dream. Daniel the Hebrew was brought be­
fore the king and gave the interpretation of his dream. 
In that interpretation Daniel, the prophet of God, speci­
fied four kingdoms or world powers. (Daniel 2:3(3-40) 
From the description given, however, and from other 
facts that appear on the Sacred Record it is manifest that 
these four are not all the world powers revealed by the 
Scriptures and that Babylon was not the beginning of 
world powers.

14 The Gentile Times began under the reign of Neb­
uchadnezzar. IVhen Daniel stood before that potentate 
to give interpretation of his dream he said: “God mak- 
eth known what shall be in the latter days.” Those 
words w'ould indicate that God would reveal to his peo­
ple in the latter days a better understanding of Neb­
uchadnezzar’s dream and of its interpretation, which 
was in fact a prophecy. God’s purpose in making the 
dream and its interpretation appear so prominently in 
the Bible must be of greater significance merely than to 
record a historical fact to be thereafter remembered by 
the people. It now appears that the primary purpose of 
the record concerning that world power was and is that 
God thereby serves notice on the ruling factors of the 
world that he is the only true God, that his name shall 
be magnified notwithstanding the enemy, and in his 
own due time he will demonstrate this to all creation.

EGYPT
15 It is an indisputable fact that long prior to the ex­

istence of Babylon as a world power there were two other 
great world powers. The first was Egypt. God permitted 
Joseph to be sold into Egypt, and then to be elevated to 
a position of great power and authority in that govern­
ment There was a divine purpose in this. It was through 
Joseph that God gave Egypt evidence of his own good­
ness. That nation was the predominant world power 
then. That nation received many blessings from God 
ministered to it  and its people through the hand of 
Joseph, the servant of Jehovah.—Genesis 41.

19 The rulers of Egypt learned of God and his good­
ness. Joseph died, and another king arose who was 
against God and forgot the favors that the empire had re­


