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JEHOVAH ALONE BE THY FEAR

“Sunctify the Lord of hosts himself ; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.”—Isaiah 8: 13.

anointed Servant class. He tells the members there-

of whom they shall fear and what they shall not
fear. The above text and its context strongly support
the conclusion that now is the time to understand
what is proper and improper fear. At least it is due
time to have a better understanding thereof. It is
written that “light is sown for the righteous”. (Psalm
97:11) The Servant class is righteous by reason of
the fact that the members thereof are in Christ and
therefore God declares such righteous or right with him.
It is this class that he instructs and leads in the right
way. (Psalm 25:9; Proverbs 3:5, 6) ‘Jehovah covers
himself with light as with a garment.” (Psalm 104:2)
His due time is here to draw his Servant class more
clearly into his light. He has sent his beloved Son to
his temple. He has provided the Bridegroom with the
robe of righteousness for the members of the Servant
class on earth. He has given to these the garments of
salvation, They are identified as his. It seems to be
his due time for them to have a better understanding
of his purposes.

2 There is a proper fear to have and there is an im-
proper fear to be exercised by the anointed class. Con-
cerning this the Seriptures are explicit. Generally the
term fear, as expressed in degrees of progression, means
spprehension, anxiety, dread, fright and terror. Man
well knows that he is imperfect and weak. If he learns
that he is to be brought into the presence of one of far
greater power than himself, and knows not whether
such a one be his friend or enemy, he is apprehensive.
He becomes anxious to have the approval of the greater
one that he may fare well. If he has nothing te show
him that the greater one is friendly he begins to dread
the ordeal. As he advances to the greater one’s pres-
ence, who he observes has a harsh countenance, he be-
comes frightened. If the greater one speaks to him in
vielent and threatening language he becomes terrified.
Fear is also properly defined as reverential awe of the
greater and more powerful one, and therefore the smaller
one is solicitous to avoid the displeasure of the greater
one.

8 Different texts of Scripture show the various shades
of meaning that are properly given to the word fear.

JEHOVAH sets forth in his Word instruction to the

By these the anointed class can understand what is
proper to fear and what they should not fear. It is
written: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom.” (Psalm 111:10) The fool does not fear God.
The wise man does. Man knows that he is imperfect
and weak. He learns that God is all-powerful. He un-
derstands that some day he may have to appear before
the judgment bar of God. (Romans 14: 10, 11) Having
a proper conception of his own imperfections, and un-
derstanding something of the greatness of Jehovah, man
is apprehensive as to what will be the result when he
appears before the judgment bar of the Lord ; and he has
a desire to know what is the proper course for him to
take. He therefore has fear for the Lord. He is now
beginning to get some wisdom. That means that what
knowledge he has received he is using properly. As his
knowledge concerning the Creator increases he has a
reverential awe of the Almighty God. He learns that
God is just and metes out justice to all.

* Knowing of his own imperfection he knows he can-
not be right with God. He learns that the mercy of
God endures for ever, and that in his loving kindness
he has provided through the merit of his beloved Son
the means to justify those who come to him in God’s
appointed way. He believes what he has just learned.
He has faith in God. He trusts God as his Friend and
Benefactor, and therefore exercises faith in his ap-
pointed way through Christ ; and he consecrates himself
by.agreeing to do God’s will. Because of his faith in Christ,
and because of the blood of Jesus presented to Jechovah
as a sin offering for man, and by reason of the judicia!
determination by Jehovah the one making a consecra-
tion is justified. Being now justified he has peace with
God. (Romans 5:1) That means that the man through
Christ has a standing with God and knows that God
is his Friend and Benefactor. He is begotten by the
spirit of God and can properly call God his Father.
He has an abiding confidence in Jehovah now as the
Father of the new creation, and the more his knowl-
edge of God grows the greater is his loving devotion to
the Lord. As long as he remains in Christ and is
obedient to God he does not dread Jehovah and his judg-
ment but he knows that if he should fall away from
Christ his standing hefore God would cease and then
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it would be a dreadful and terrible thing to fall into
the hands of the living God. (Hebrews 10:31) He
therefore properly fears God. He fears to displease Je-
hovah. He fears that he might fail to receive the ap-
proval of God and that would be a dreadful and ter-
rible thing.

% For the servant of the Lord to incur the displeasure
and disapproval of Jehovah would mean to that servant
the most terrible thing, Therefore the fear of the Lord
which marks the beginning of wisdom continues with
man as a new creature to the end, His reverence, his
adoration, and his love for God increase. His anxiety
to please God also increases because it is his greatest
desire to have the approval of Jehovah. If is proper
for him to fear God because to fail of the approval of
God would mean the loss of everything. Therefore says
the apostle, “Work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling.” (Philippians 2: 12) Over such the Lord
exercises 2 watchful care. “Behold, the eye of the Lord
is upon them that fear him, upon- them that hope in
his mercy.” (Psalm 33:18) “He honoureth them that
fear the Lord.” (Psalm 15:4) “The fear of the Lord
is clean, enduring for ever.”” (Psalm 19:9) God places
his special protection about them that fear him. “O
fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them
that fear him.” (Psalm 34: 7-9) “Ye that fear the Lord,
trust in the Lord: he is their help and their shield.”
—Psalm 115: 11.

¢ The apostle expresses the same meaning of fear when
he says: “Having therefore these promises, dearly be-
loved, lef us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”
(2 Corinthians 7:1) Holiness within the meaning of
this scripture means a complete and absolute devotion to
the Lord. Such is prompted by love. The new crea-
ture should have fright or dread if he finds himself par-
tially devoted to the Lord and partially devoted to some
part of Satan’s organization. He could not perfect holi-
ness in the Lord by following such a course. The new
creature cannot serve the Lord and serve the Devil,
He is emphatically instructed: “Ye cannot drink the
cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be
partakers of the-Lord’s table, and of the table of devils.”
(1 Corinthians 10: 21) Those whom God approves must
be unreservedly devoted to him as his servant. It is in
such that the Lord delights. “Behold my servant, whom
I uphold, mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I
have put my spirit upon him ; he shall bring forth judg-
ment to the Gentiles.”—Isaiah 42: 1.

IMPROPER FEAR

7 “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.”
(Psalm 14:1) The fool does not fear God because he
has not sufficient sense to believe God. The fool knows
nothing of the works and wisdom of God. (Psalm 92:
6) Wisdom is too high for such. (Proverbs 24:7) But
a fool is usually much afraid of other men. There are
fools besides those who are imbecile or idiots. The man
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who refuses to gain knowledge from God but seeks the
approval of men and the plaudits of men is a great
fool, even though he may have much learning in other
matters. It is to this foolish class that the man belongs
who thinks it is an evidence of weakness to acknowledge
God as supreme above all. It is the same thing that
makes a clergyman who is wise in his own conceit afraid
to give the Lord God glory and credit for the wisdom
expressed in the Bible.

8 It is written that the fear of man bringeth a snare.
Why is that true? Because he who fears man puts his
trust in men and not in the Lord. One man becomes a
leader or teacher of Bible doctrines and other men
follow him because they trust him and they fear that dis-
aster will befall them if they do not do exactly as their
leader tells them. In order for the one to be strong in
the Lord he must accept the truth in the love of the
truth and bear in mind that truth emanates from Je-
hovah. The one who reverences man or fears man, or
who fears disaster might result because he goes contrary
to the teachings of some man, will sooner or later dis-
cover some defect in the man or leader whom he trusts;
and his confidence will be shaken in what he believes.
This is often observed where one accepts a doctrine and
holds to it because of his confidence in man ; and failing
to trust the Lord he falls away, even though he for a
time follewed the truth. Each man must make the truth
hig own, and his trust must be in the Lord and not in
man. “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso
putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe.”—Proverbs
29:25.

® Should we not have honor and respect for some who
are in the service of the Lord more than we have for
others? Yes; one should be honored and respected in
proportion to his faithfulness to the Lord. If we see
that the Lord is using some in a more extensive way
than others, we should have respect for such and try to
cooperate with such to the Lord’s glory, but not to the
glory of man. This does not mean to have a reverential
awe for man. In the days of the apostles there were some
who followed Paul and some Apollos and some others,
evidently because they had more respect or reverence
for one than they did for the other. The apostle em-
phatically pointed out that such a course is wrong. He
said: “Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but min-
isters by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to
every man? . . . For we are labourers together with
God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.”
{1 Corinthians 3:5, 9) Workers together cooperate.
All in the truth should cooperate with each other to
the Lord’s praise. Remembering that God sets the mem-
bers in the body as it pleases him, each one should strive
to do his or her part with full respect and consideration
to the other members of the body, because such is the
Lord’s way. Such, however, is not fear of man but a fear
to do contrary to the Lord’s appointed way.

10 Cooperation in serving the Lord is true fellowship
between Christians. Fellowship does not mean to get to-
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gether and gossip and shake hands and smile at one
another or spend the time with senseless talk. Fellow-
ship properly means partnership; and all who are in the
Lord are partners with Christ Jesus, the chief One of
the new creation; and all should cooperate and fellow-
ship with such, which means to further the interests of
the partnership. This is the reason why that the Lord’s
people consist of those who are working together har-
moniously to the Lord’s glory. For this reason it is
written: “Let nothing be done through strife or vain-
glory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other bet-
ter than themselves.” (Philippians 2:3) The reverence
or worship of men or leaders, and the fear of such, is
truly a snare of the Devil.

11 Tt has ever been the purpose of Satan the enemy to
turn the people away from God. He uses various meth-
ods to accomplish his purpose. He has caused men to
teach doctrines that represent Jehovah as a great fiend
who will torture every one who incurs God’s displeasure.
The doctrine of eternal torment is a sample. Many, be-
cause of fear of eternal torment, have been driven into
the church systems., They do not fear God, but have
feared torture, which they desire to escape. Their fear
of God has been taught by men who were acting as the
tools of the enemy Satan. For this reason millions of
people draw near the Lord with their lips, but they have
neither love for nor fear of God. Thus the prophet ex-
presses it: “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as
this people draw near me with their mouth, and with
their lips do honour me, but have removed their hearts
far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the
precept of men.”—Isaiah 29:13.

FEAR OF THE ECCLESIASTICS

12 God commissioned the members of the church to
preach the gospel to the teachable ones. He planted
his church a pure and noble vine. In his Word he points
out the proper course of action for members of the
church to take. Among other things the Christian is
commanded to keep himself unspotted from the world.
(James 1:27; 4:4) That means the preaching of the
gospel was intended to be a witness to the people con-
cerning God’s plan of salvation and not for the purpose
of converting the world. The world will be converted in
due time, and that due time is during the reign of the
Messiah.

12 The clergy took exactly an opposite course to what
the Seriptures pointed out they should take. They con-
cluded that they must convert the world and bring the
ruling classes of the nations into the church, and when
they had accomplished that work then the Lord would
command that the governments be turned over to them
and they, the churches, would be the chief ones in the
kingdom. They did not fear God; but they feared that
when Christ would come if they had not brought in
the nations they would lose their position as rulers.
Instead of following the Scriptural injunction they
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leaned to their own selfish ways. (Proverbs 3: 5, 6) They
reasoned that if they should be left out as rulers in
the kingdom, that would be a great calamity.

14 Such was exactly the condition that prevailed
amongst the clergy of the Jewish time at the first com-
ing of the Lord. The Devil entrapped them and induced
them to join forces with the rich and influential of that
time. They therefore were not ready to accept Jesus as
the Messiah because he did not come with a great dis-
play of power and influence and did not honor the clergy
and put them forward. He did not cause them to dress
in purple and fine linen or red gowns and red caps and
sit on thrones of velvet. He told them the truth, that
they were hypocrites. Had they feared the Lord they
would have changed their course of action.

15 In more recent years the clergy of the various de-
nominational systems saw their membership growing
less and that the people were falling away from the
church systems. They began to make overtures to the
rich and influential, and openly declared that the church
must be thrown open to these powerful and influential
ones and they must be brought in. The clergy there-
fore prostituted the gospel of Christ and made common
cause with influential worldly men and feared to take
any course that would offend such worldly men. The
clergy therefore made the church system a part of the
world, or Devil’s organization.

16 When the harvest time of the Lord came at his
second presence, and the preaching of his presence and
kingdom began and progressed, the clergy concluded
that some quick action must be taken, for fear that they
had been somewhat derelict in converting the world, and
that their own positions of greatness were in jeopardy.
They reasoned that they must get together and form
an alliance or federation of the various denominational
gystems and present a solid front and thus increase their
strength and influence with the rich and powerful and
also imptess the people with their greatness and with
their ability to set up the kingdom about which they had
preached. A world-wide movement began, resulting in
the formation of a confederacy, which is called the Fed-
eration of Churches.

17 One of the prime movers of this organization was an
American of great wealth and probably the richest man
the world had produced up to that time. J. P. Morgan
contributed one hundred thousand dollars to start the
federation. What was the inducing cause for the forma-
tion of this confederacy? Manifestly not the fear of
God nor the desire to honor him, but it was the fear of
the clergymen and big church men that unless they
took a decided action in the federation they would be
left out of the ruling factors. They were like the scribes
and Pharisees of old. The clergy united with the rich,
influential and powerful, and drew together the de-
nominations regardless of doctrines, They compromised
doctrines that they had tenaciously held to up to that
time. So far as the truth of God’s Word was concerned
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that did not enter into the matter. Man could believe
what he pleased just so he supported the organization.

**The World War came on. The commercial and
political powers controlled and operated the military.
The clergy were already united with them, and they
feared lest they would lose the influence of their allies
unless they boldly advocated the shedding of human
blood. They made recruiting stations of their church
buildings and urged the young men into the war. Con-
cerning them God’s prophet says: “In thy skirts is
found the blood of the souls of the poor innocents: I
have not found it by secret search, but upon all these.”
(Jeremiah 2:34) They were willing to disregard the
command of the Lord, “Thou shalt not kill,” and to
take an exactly contrary course ; and that of itself proves
that they did not fear the Lord but feared to lose their
own power and influence.

1® The World War moved some of the clergy to think
for a time. A number of them got together and issued
a manifesto announcing that the then existing evidence
tended to show the kingdom of heaven near. The World
War ended; and seeing no evidence of the kingdom of
Christ in operation the preachers again feared lest they
would loge out, and they made another desperate move.
The commercial and political elements of the Devil’s
organization made and wrote a treaty of peace. A draft
of the compact of the League of Nations had been made
but not adopted. Quickly the clergy saw that if the
League of Nations should be formed and the clergy left
out, the church systems would suffer and the preachers
would lose their power and influence. Hence the Federa-
tion of Churches, before the adoption of the League of
Nations Compact, passed a resolution urging the forma-
tion of a League of Nations and declaring it to constitute
the political expression of God’s kingdom on earth. In
that resolution they said: “The church can give a spirit
of good will without which no League of Nations can
endure.” Of course they meant their church systems.

20 Tt was not the fear of God that led them to endorse
the League of Nations, but they did so in utter dis-
regard of his Word. God, through his prophet, says
concerning such confederacy: “Associate yourselves, O
ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear,
all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be
broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken
in pieces. Take counsel together, and it shall come to
nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand: for
God is with us”—Isaiah 8:9, 10.

FEAR NOT

21 The anointed of the Lord are specially warned by
him not to favor any kind of confederacy and not to
have the fear that the clergy or other selfish men have.
The prophet represents the Servant class speaking: “For
the Lord spake thus to me with a strong hand, and in-
structed me that I should not walk in the way of this
people.” (Isaiah 8:11) Then the Lord speaks to the
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Servant class through the prophet and to the members
thereof, saying: “Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them
to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither
fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. Sanctify the Lord of
hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be
your dread.”—ITsaiah 8:12, 13.

22 In 1918 the Lord came to his temple; and the faith-
ful entered into the joy of the Lord and into the secret
place of the Most High. It was then that the anointed
class began to have a clearer vision of God’s organization
and of the enemy’s organization. The Lord began to
say to them: ‘Do not hesitate to stand aloof from these
alliances. Jehovah of hosts shall defend you; therefore
let him alone be your fear.” The title Jehovah of hosts
means that the great God Jehovah has provided ample
protection for the Servant class; that he has an army or
host to defend his own and to keep them from all harm;
and that those who fear Jehovah alone shall be saved.
Hence he says to his anointed: “Sanctify the Lord of
hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him
be your dread.” That sanctuary is the holy place, the
secret place of the Most High, and therefore the place
of complete safety for the anointed Servant. Those who
have entered into this place need have no fear of any-
thing, but are to fear only the Lord. Those who do
sanctify the Lord of hosts, to them he shall be a complete
defence and strength. The lesson that the anointed class
draws from these prophecies is that the Servant is to put
his trust wholly and completely in Jehovah, to fear him
and fear him alone, and know that the Lord will shield
and protect him as long as he is faithful in the per-
formance of the duties the Lord lays upon him.

THE FEARFUL FALL

28 From approximately 1874 to 1914 the Lord re-
stored to the consecrated ones of earth the great funda-
mental truths that have been hid by the agencies of
Satan. That work of restoration of the truth was fore-
shadowed by Elijah. (Matthew 17:11, 12) Therefore
the work of the Servant class during the period of time
above mentioned was foreshadowed by Elijah. The Ser-
vant class doing the Elijah work had expected the Lord
to complete his church, fully establish his kingdom, and
take all the anointed class into the kingdom by 1914. Up
to that time they were bold in declaring the truth.
When Jezebel got after Elijah after the slaying of the
prophets of Baal, Elijah manifested much fear and
fled. When the World War came on and Jezebel, to
wit, ecclesiasticism, aided and abetted by her allies be-
gan to manifest much enmity toward the Lord’s people,
many of the consecrated became fearful and refrained
from further proclamation of the truth.

24Tn 1918 the Lord came to his temple, and fiery
trials upon the church increased. Jezebel became more
active. Together with her allies she began to press hard
against the anointed class. Some of these became fear-
ful, and for that reason fled and ceased their boldness in
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the proclamation of the message of truth against the
unholy alliance. Then when the Lord revealed to the
church that Christ had come to his temple, that Jehovah
had provided the robe of righteousness for the bride
elass, the garments of salvation for the ancinted, and
that the Stone, namely God’s anointed King, was laid
in Zion, many of those who had become fearful or in-
different or inactive stumbled over that Stone and fell.
Others were ensnared by the enemy Satan, had their
heads twisted and their hearts made bitter; and they
fell. The Lord God had foretold this through his proph-
et in connection with the fear that should come upon the
faithful when he said: “Sanctify the Lord of hosts him-
self ; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.
And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of
stumbling, and for a rock of offence, to both the houses
of Israel; for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. And many among them shall stumble, and
fall, and be broken. and be snared, and be taken.,”—
Isaiah 8:13-15.

25 Then the prophet of God shows that the giving of
the testimony of God’s witnesses would be limited to
the faithful anointed Servant class when he said: “Bind
up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.”
(Isaiah 8:16) The law of God is his will, whether ex-
pressed or unexpressed. He has expressed His will con-
cerning the Servant class by giving them positive com-
mandment that they must be his witnesses. These the
Lord will honor and continue to honor as long as they
are faithful to him.

26 Those approved by the Lord and who entered into
the joy of the Lord were not only ready but anxious to
do the will of God. To these approved ones God has
given a clearer vision of his plan. He enables them to
see the Devil’s organization in all of its hideonsness and
to see the Lord’s organization more clearly than ever
before ; and seeing this and having an abiding confidence
in the Lord, the anointed class does not fear the Devil
nor any of his instruments. This lack of fear is not
due to any inherent qualities in the members of the
Servant class, but it is due to their complete confidence
in the Lord. They see that the great Jehovah of hosts
has an army to do his bidding and that he will pro-
tect those who are faithful and who joyfully continue
to represent him. These anointed ones have made Je-
hovah alone their fear, and they fear no other, and to
them the Lord is a sanctuary. Being in his sanctuary
they dwell in the shadow of his almighty hand, and are
wholly and completely safe.

** The anointed class does not have or manifest a
“cocksure” attitude. They do not perform foolthardy
things. They do not consider themselves immune from
the attacks of the enemy; and they know that their
satety depends entirely upon the strength of Jehovah of
hosts, and that so long as they dwell in his secret place
and abide under his almighty shadow, they are safe.
Therefore the Servant class properly fears Jehovah.
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The members thereof fear to lose his favor, and know
that unfaithfulness on their part will result in the loss
of everything for ever. These fear lest they should fail
to obey the commandments of God. A failure might be
due to indifference or negligence. A refusal to obey
would be wilfully taking a wrongful course. Therefore
if one of the anointed has an opportunity to obey the
commandment of the Lord to be his witness and fails or
refuses to obey that commandment, he is in great danger.

28 Those who will be ovcerecomers, and who will gain a
complete victory and have an abundant entrance into
the kingdom, are those who will abide in the secref
place of the Most High and dwell under the almighty
hand of Jehovah. Such have no need for fear of man
or Devil. Their faith being complete and their trust in
God heing absolute, and he being their sanctuary, they
joytully sing: “The Lord is my light and my salva-
tion; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of
my life; of whom shall 1 be afraid? . . . For in the
time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the
secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me: he shall set
me upon a rock. And now shall mine head be lifted
up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will
I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing,
yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord.”-—Psalm 27:
1,5, 6.

SEVERE TEST AHEAD

29 From time to time thére are some who suggest that
all trials and tests are done, that now the anointed are
marching triumphantly on and will never again have
such severe trials as in the past. Probably the desire to
have it thus is father to the thought. Such scriptures
as Revelation 12:17 and others strongly indicate that
there is a great test yet to be endured by the faithful.
The kings and rulers of the earth have been warned that
God’s kingdom is at hand; that God has set his King
upon his throme; and that Satan’s organization must
fall; and that their kingdoms constitute the visible part
of Satan’s organization. The peoples must hear the
testimony that the Devil’s organization has long been
the responsible one for their oppression. The anointed
Servant of God must give that witness.

30 1t is manifest that the faithful will give witness to
these strong truths which shall have to do with sweep-
ing away the refuge of lies, and will bring down upon
their heads the indignation of the enemy. That old
dragon is exceedingly wroth with the remnant of the
seed that remains. (Revelation 12:1%7) The giving of
the strong witness against him and his agencies will
bring this greater wrath upon the witnesses. The forces
of the enemy will be gathered and are being gathered to
Armageddon. The Servant class, small in number and
insignificant in strength, would be destroyed instantly
except for the protection that the Lord of hosts has
provided. The army of Jehovah of hosts is certain to
win. The faithful Servant class that continues to abide
in the secret place of the Most High and to perform
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Jehovah’s commandments will certainly be overcomers.
But it is not certain that every one who is now of the
Scrvant class will continue therein. He who continues
faithfully to be a member of the Servant class will win.
He who abides under the shadow of the Almighty, in
his secret place, is absolutely certain of victory. But
each should remember that the commission laid upon
him by the Lord must be performed. Hence the Lord
says to such: “Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself; and
let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. And
he shall be for a sanctuary.”

# The people to whom the Lord Jehovah will grant
the kingdom must bring forth the fruits thercof. (Mat-
thew 21:43) In order to bring forth the fruits thereof
these must do the will of God by joyfully obeving his
commandments. Such must be wholly on the side of
the Lord. They must he entirely separate from any part
of Satan’s organization and not even so much as sympa-
thize therewith. Iven though imperfect in the flesh
these members of the new creation can be loyal, faithful
and true to the Lord God. Such perfection on their
part Jehovah requires. For the encouragement of such
God, through his prophet, says: “When thou passest
through the waters, I will be with thee; and through
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walk-
est through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither
shall the {lame kindle upon thee.”—Isaiah 43: 2.

22 Of course there must be fiery experiences for the
anointed class ahead; otherwise this promise would not
be made. Those who love the Lord will not be thinking
of what reputation they may or may not have amongst
men. No faithful one amongst them will count his life
dear to himself. Being advised of the secret place of
the Most High, and having the witness of the holy
spirit that he is dwelling there, and having the assurance
that almighty power is exerted in his behalf and that
Jehovah’s purpose toward him is to bring him through
victoricus, he must not hesitate to joyfully perform the
commission that the Lord God has laid upon him. This
company will be small. The Lord refers to it as a rem-
nant, which means the faithful ones left after the less
faithful have withdrawn. The conditions surrounding
this little faithful company may bhe such as to strike
terror and dread into the hearts of all; but none of them
will fear, none of them will have any dread or any ter-
ror of the enemy, because the Lord of hosts ig their
strength and shield. “In that day shall the Lord of
hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty,
unto the residue of his people, and for a spirit of judg-
ment to him that sitteth in judgment, and for strength
to them that turn the battle to the gate.”—Isa. 28: 5, 6.

33Tt would not be right for one to speak harshly
against his brother because his brother is an elder and
does not take an active part in the service work. It
would be proper, however, for one brother to point out
the necessity of being obedient {o God and to beseech
his brother to faithfully perform his covenant. (Romans
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12:1) That is exactly what The Watch Tower is try-
ing to do. The Waich Tower would be derelict in its
duty to the brethren if it did not stress the importance
of giving the testimony today that Jehovah is God,
Christ is King, and the kingdom is here, The elder or
other one in the Lord’s ancinted class who fails or re-
fuses to be aroused to the importance of performing
his covenant is in an unfortunate position. He must
judge himself, however, if he would not be judged by
the Lord.

8 Therefore let each one who believes himself to be
in the secret place of the Most High, and who desires
to abide there and be under the protection of the Al-
mighty, ask himself a few questions and give answer
to himself to the questions. The following are some
suggested questions: Do I see the Devil’s organization
pitted against God and his organization in a desperate
effort to turn the people away from the Lord? Do 1 see
that now is the time when the enemy of Jehovah must
be brought to the attention of the people? Do 1 believe
that the forces are preparing for Armageddon and that
God would have notice thereof served upon the people?
Do T understand that the anointed Servant class, the
feet members of Christ, is the class to which God has
delegated this work of giving the testimony to his name?

85 1f these questions are answered in the affirmative
then ask some more: Am I doing my part in the
performance of the will of God as he has commanded?
God has provided for the publication of books which
carry the message of the kingdom; he has provided the
radio to spread the message to the people both far and
near; he has arranged that his anointed ones may call
upon these hungry ones with the books and literature
to enabla them to read and get a knowledge of the plan.
Am T doing what I can to give this message to the. peo-
ple as a witness to God’s name? If I am not, is it he-
cause I fear the reproach that may come upon me for
doing so? Do I fear the enemy or some part of his
organization or some harm that might come to me?
Do 1 love my God sufficiently to do what he has asked
me to do? After a careful and prayerful self-examina-
tion then let each one do as he thinks God would have
him do.

3 There are several ecclesias in the land wherein
brethren who are acting as elders are opposing the service
work. Whether they will ever get their eyes open suf-
ficiently to see their mistake the Lord knows. There
are some members of the ecclesias that are being misled
by these blind leaders that may get their eyes opened
at a time when they will greatly regret that they followed
men or feared men. The responsibility of each con-
secrated one is to his God. These are therefore warned
not to be misled by men. It is gratifying however to
note that there are not many of the opposers and not
many classes will tolerate them long. This is evidenced
by the fact that although a less number partook of the
memorial in 1927 than heretofore the reports show
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that there is a far greater number today actually in the
field service work than ever hefore. It is a healthy sign.
Jehovah of hosts will give these faithful ones the victory
through Christ.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What reason have we for believing that Jehovah God would
now have his Servant class understand the subject of
fear? WWhy does he thus instruet this class? Define the
term fear. What are the five degrees of progression
covered by the word? Give seriptures {o illustrate each.
What is the basis of all fear? ¥ 1, 2.

Distinguish between proper and improper fear. In what
way may the fear of Jehovah God be said to be the he-
ginning of wisdom? What steps will one take who is
properly exercised by the spirit of fear? Why? 7 3-5.

What is the Scriptural meaning of the term holiness? Who
among the Lord’'s people has genuine cause for fear? § 6.

What types of men may Scripturally be classed as fools?
In what way does the fear of man ensnare one? Dis-
tinguish between a proper and an improper reverence
for those active in the Lord’'s service. § 7-9.

Show what is true fellowship among Christians and what
is not. What methods’ does Satan use to turn the people
away from God? Y 10, 11.

What commission was given to the church? Why did the
clergy take an opposite course? What parallelism exists
between the clergy class at the first advent and that of
the second advent?  12-15.

What change of tactiecs did the clergy make during the
harvest which marks the end of the age? What was the
purpose of this change? Account for the apparently great
cgrowth of denominationalism since the harvest began.
9 16-18.
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In what ways did the World War demonstrate the real
copdition among the clergy? Why have they heartily en-
dorsed the League of Nations? 7 19, 20.

What instructions have the Lord’s people regarding their
attitude toward the church federation? What blessings
from the Lord have come to all who have obeyed these
instructions? T 21, 22.

What is meant by the Elijah phase of the Lord’s work?
What movement did the antitypical Jezebel make against
the Elijah phase of the work? What resulted? What
refreshment did the Lord then give to his people? In
{his connection explain Isaiah 8:13-15. T 23, 24.

What is meant by the will ot Jehovah? What positive com-
mand has his Servant class received since 1918? What
blessings have come to those who have joyfully obeyed?
Account for their lack of fear at this time. How could
members of this class bring themselves into great danger?
Who among them will have an abundant entrance into the
kingdom? % 25-28.

What indications point to a great test ahead for the Lord's
faithful followers? Why? What protection, has been
promised that class? Will all who are now of that class
remain faithful to the very end? Give reasons for your
opinion. § 29, 30.

To whom will the Lord Jehovah grant the kingdom? What
scriptures indicate that such will pass through severe
experiences? Why does the Lord refer to this class as a
remnant? § 31. 32,

What duty have the brethren to perform to one another?
What ten questions are suggested as a personal assistance
to those who desire to fulfil their covenant at this time?
Who among the Lord’s people seem to cause most of
the trouble in the ecclesias? What is probably the ex-
planation of this econdition? Who will ultimately win the
victory? f 33-36.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE RESOLUTION

ERETOFORE the Society has followed the
H policy of printing millions of copies of the Reso-

lution and the speech in support of it for free
distribution amongst the peoples. Announcement was
made at the Convention at Toronto that this would be
done for this year. Since then it has been determined
that this time we will not make a free distribution. A
paper thrown on the doorstep is usually destroyed.

It has been decided that the Resolution adopted by
the Convention at Toronto and the speech in support of
it, which were broadcast, together with an introductory
chapter and another following, will be put into a sixty-
four-page booklet and produced as cheaply as possible.
This booklet will be supplied to all the classes at three
cents per copy, and will be sold by them at five cents
per copy to the public. This will afford an opportunity
for everyone in the classes to have some part in the
service, and it seems quite certain that the people will
read much more readily than they would if a sheet were
given to them.

We therefore urge upon the service directors in every
part of the earth to organize the service work thoroughly,
and assign everybody in the classes who is willing to
work some territory, and have every house in every divi-

sion of territory called upon and canvassed for the
booklet.

As these booklets come off the press they will be
shipped on consignment to the classes. We will ship to
each class the quantity that the territory would seem to
warrant; and of course each class will put forth every
possible effort to get them into the hands of the people.
Classes will be billed for the books at the rate above
mentioned, and may remit as quickly as these are sold
or sooner if convenient.

The general drive all over America will begin October
1st. The month of October therefore will be the time
to specifically arrange to get these booklets into the
hands of the people. Everyone in the classes will be
able to devote some time either Saturday afternoon,
Sunday or evenings. The responsibility is now upon
the classes to see that this witness gets to the people,
and let no one shirk his responsibility.

Iivery person who goes out should sell not less than
one hundred per day and probably many more. By this
means they will be able to pay their expenses so that
they can have a part in the work and at the same time
to provide something necessary. Let this be the most
thorough canvass that has ever been made of the people.
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The canvass can be brief, stating that here is a report of
the greatest radio hook-up ever on earth, together with
a resolution adopted by the people and a speech in sup-
port of it and a description of the distress of the peo-
ples on earth and the reason thereof, what will be the
result, and how the blessings of freedom and life and
happiness will come to mankind. Surely every person
will want a copy; and it has been produced in such a
way that every person can avail himself of a copy.
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The classes will have a sufficient amount so that in
the poorer districts where some may be found who are
unable to pay but who are able to read, the classes may
give away some copies and do so without loss to them-
selves, as the sales of others will make up for those given
away. We hope to see an enthusiastic response to this
field work. It is the time to give the witness that Je-
hovah is God and Christ is King and that the kingdom
of heaven is here.

THE CALL OF THE PROPHET

—OcroBEr 23—1 Kinas 19:19, 20; Axos 7:10-15; Tsarau 6:1-8——

“And T heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whem shall I send, and who will go for us? Then T said Here am
I; send me.”—Isaiah 6: 8.

HE present study brings before us the call of three
prophets; Elisha, Amos and Isaiah. Their min-
istry differed much each from the other. Elisha’s

mission was to do a work, and to speak things which
were necessary as occasion might arise; but he was one
of the non-writing prophets; he left no written message.
There is, therefore, no record of any utterance of his
which is of the nature generally considered prophetie.
Neither Elijah, his immediate predecessor, nor he who
took up Elijah’s work, was used of God to give forth
messages telling of future events. They were the proph-
ets of God because while they lived they were God’s
channel for conveying his will to his people Israel, and
also in this that their work was prophetic in character
inasmuch as it was typical of a work to be done in latter
days.

2 Elisha was the son of a farmer in one of the rich
valleys in the northern kingdom. He was chosen through
Elijah, who was directly told to anoint Elisha to take
up Elijab’s work. Since Elisha’s residence was told to
Elijah, it is probable that the younger man was unknown
to Lilijah ; besides Elijah had said that he was left alone.

3 It was a strange way that Elijah took to carry out
his mission. Probably the older man was led to put a
test upon the younger; for instead of telling Elisha of
his commission and anointing him, as might have been
expeeted from the command, Elijah found out Elisha as
he was ploughing, cast his mantle upon him, and passed
on.

¢ The prophet’s mantle was significant of the office;
and Elisha understood at least that Elijah meant to
call him, for he immediately left his ploughing and
with submission asked that he might say farewell to
his father and mother. Elijah bade him go back, as if
he would say, I have not called you to follow me. The
action was as if he had only intended Elisha to under-
stand that the younger man had a call from God, but
not necessarily to enter at once into service.

5 Elisha returned; but to show that he intended to
obey what he understood was a call to privilege of service,

he tookya voke of oxen, boiled their flesh on a fire made
with the instruments of ploughing, and made a feast
for the people. As the famine had now been in Israel
for three and one-half years, for the much needed rain
had fallen only a few weeks hefore, this action of Elisha
when he had entered into his ministry may be taken as
that which is typical of him during all his ministry;
namely, that of grace and kindly care for the people.
He went at once after Elijah and became his servant.

¢ There was room for faith in his call, and had he
been other than he was, there might have been a test for
him in the abruptness of Elijah’s manner of indicating
the call, and then in his brusque way of answering his
request. But the fact of the mantle was his evidence:
he understood the prophet’s meaning.

" The second passage of Scripture in the study {eils
of the call of Amos. Forced to speak for himself in
order to rebut the arrogant Amaziah, priest of the shrine
at Bethel, who professed to serve Jehovah by means of
the golden calves which the first Jeroboam had set up,
Amos said that he was neither a prophet nor a prophet’s
son, but was a herdsman and a gatherer of wild figs.
Probably he was a trader whose business took him north-
ward into Bethel, and who had been stirred in spirit
by the calf-worship he saw there. In saying he was no
prophet, Amos did not mean to discount his office; his
declaration that he spoke by the authority of the Lord
shows that; and in saying that he was not a prophet’s
son he probably meant that he had not heen a member
of any school of the prophets.

8 Like Elisha Amos was a dweller in the fields. Je-
hovah had laid hold upon him while yet he was attend-
ing to his business in Tekoa. He was called to the service
of the Lord in the days of Uzziah, king of Judah, about
120 years after the call of Elisha.

® The schools of the prophets seem to have existed in
Israel since the days of Samuel, who gathered young
men to him, evidently that they might be trained for
some service for the Lord. (See 1 Samuel 10: 5, 6, 10.)
This arrangement continued in Israel, and the young
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men or companies were later known as “the sons of
the prophets”. They were sons only in a spiritual sense.
What part they had in the direct service of Jehovah
does not appear ; they were probably helpers or servants
of such prophets as Elijah or Elicha. (See 2 Kings 2:
3, 5, 7.) There is no record of God’s taking any one
out of such companies for special service, though it
ghould be said that there is no direct evidence that he
did not do so.

10Tt has ever been that when God has wanted a
special servant he has raised up one for himself, and
fitted him for service with that which cannot be acquired
in any school, nor which can be passed on from man
to man. If Elijah cast his mantle over Elisha, it was
God who gave his spirit to Elisha. This has ever been
so. The holy spirit of God alone gives the true ordina-
tion of service; and everyone who is begotten of the holy
spirit, and who comes into the knowledge of the truth,
is thereby called to service. It is, however, true that
the interpretation of the Word of God has ever come
through some special source which God has ordained
for the service of his people.

11 The Prophet Isaiah tells us of his call. (See Isaiah
Chapter 6.) Whether or not the account is in its proper
place in the record cannot be determined; it may have
been that the things recorded in the earlier chapters
had already been spoken; but the vision he received
seems to have begun a definite phase of his ministry.
Isaiah was a man of the city; Elijah, Elisha and Amos
were men of the country; and, correspondingly, Isaiah’s
vision of his calling is set in the temple.

2 Isaiah sees in vision the Lord in the temple, and
the house filled with the divine glory. This was in dis-
tinction from that which had hitherto been revealed;
for Jehovah was ever represented in the tabernacle and
in the temple by the ark, and by that light which the
Jews called the Shekinah glory, the illuminated cloud.
In his vision there were some of the usual manifesta-
tions which accompany the divine presence; the doors
of the temple were shaken, and the house was filled
with smoke.—See Exodus 19:18.

13 While Isaiah watched and heard, he was filled with
a sense of unworthiness and cried, “Woe is me! for I
am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and
I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for
mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.”—
Isaiah 6: 4, 5.

'* As he watched, one of the seraphim which he saw
standing ahove the throne flew to him, carrying a burn-
ing coal which he had taken with the tongs from the
altar. Isaiah’s lips were touched; and he was told,
“Thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.” It
was as if this action represented that Isaiah had been
made partaker of the altar. He hears a cry, “Who will
go for us?” and in joyful thankfulness for what has
been done for him, for the privilege of the vision, for
having been accepted of God and counted pure, for
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having his lips purged that he might speak the message
of God, he immediately responds, “Here am I ; send me.”
(Tsaiah 6: %, 8) He was called only indirectly: his was
a voluntary offer to do a service for God of which he
heard.

15 These prophets of God were raised up for special
occasions; and their acts become typical of things to
come, as their written words are prophecies of things fo
come. Elisha as the follower of Elijah and prophet in
his room and stead continued the work which Elijah
did. Both became God’s representatives to carry out his
purpose in destroying Baalism from Israel. Elijah had
seen Baalism established in Israel; Elisha did his work
faithfully and saw it destroyed out of Israel.—See 1
Kings 16: 32, 33; 2 Kings 10: 28.

16 Amos is not as definitely shown to be typical in his
person, and in his acts, though in his declaration at
Bethel, he represents those who in the last days boldly
proclaim against the iniquity which is foisted upon God’s
Israel, in the name of true worship of Jehovah.

17 Tsaiah’s call to office and the peculiar circumstances
are very definitely typical. Indeed, he says of himself,
“T, and the children whom the Lord hath given me, are
for signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord of
hosts, which dwelleth in Mount Zion.” (Isaiah 8:18)
The temple Isaiah saw in vision is the Lord’s establish-
ment.

18 Tt was not, however, the Millennial throne of Christ
which Isaiah saw ; for the picture is not of the reign of
Christ upon earth, but of a time of judgment among
God’s professed people. In referring to this vision of
Isaiab Jesus said that it had a fulfilment in his day.
(See John 12:40.) But like the other Messianic proph-
ecies, that was only a miniature or partial fulfilment.
It has been shown in detail in the columns of this
journal that the setting of this vision refers to the time
when the Lord Jesus comes again from heaven for judge-
ment, now in Christendom, where a condition of things
obtains, and on a large scale, which corresponds with
the condition of the Jews when Jesus witnessed to them
and against them.

19 Tt was in the year 1914 that the time had come for
God to speak to his Son, who in the words of Scripture
had until then been seated at the right hand of God,
waiting until the time should come when his enemies
would be made his footstool. It was then that Satan’s
kingdom was thrown into confusion. But it was not un-
til the year 1918, after the great church systems had
had their long test and had failed, first by helping the
nations into war, then helping them to continue it, and,
when the war was over, still continuing their mistake
of supporting the League of Nations, first the idea and
then the fact. Then it was that the Lord came to his
temple for judgment, and gave the Isaiah class the op-
portunity of responding to the call, “Who will go for us”.

20 From that time the work of witnessing to the fact
of the second advent took a different phase, and it was
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not long before the Isaiah class realized themselves as
rallied together for & service of witnessing that should
not end till the desolation spoken against the unfaithful
people of God had been completed. Isaiah said, “How
long, O Lord ?” and the Lord answered, “Until the cities
be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without
man, and the land be utterly desolate.”—Isaiah 6:11.

2 We quote from The Watch Tower November 1,
1922: “This is corroborated by the Lord in Matthew
24:14. Clearly, then, is set forth the proof that the
temple (or Isaiah) class must continue to declare this
message of the kingdom until their earthly career is
ended. They must be his faithful witnesses until Baby-
lon’s walls crumble to the ground.”

22 Tsaiah said that he and his children were for signs
and wonders from the Lord of hosts, who dwelt in Mount
Zion. As the picture is symbolie, this word of the proph-
et is thereby shown to refer to the time when Jehovah
sets up Zion at the return of his Son. Zion, the place
of government and power as it was established by David
in Jerusalem, is symbolic of the establishment in power
of God’s organization upon earth. This, which had a
preparatory phase from 1878 on, could not actually be
established before the time of the kings of earth and of
Satan’s empire had ended in 1914, and was not estab-
lished until the Lord came to his temple in 1918. There-
fore Isaial’s vision could not have its fulfilment until
the latter year, and there could be no Isaiah or temple
class, as such, until that time. As Isaiah’s prophecy is
the greatest of all prophetic words, so it is true that the
light which has now come upon the Lord’s serving
people is the greatest that the church has had; and the
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work which they are called to do carries both the great-
est message which God has given, and is the greatest
work given to his church while yet in the flesh.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

Did the ministry of Elisha, Amos and Isalah, respectively,
differ each from the other? Did Elijah or his successor
write prophetic messages? In what sense was their min-
istry that of prophet? T 1.

Was Elisha known to Elijah? How did Elijah test his young
successor? How did Elisha respond to FElijuh’s action
with his mantle? § 2-3.

What did the manner of Elisha’s call require him to ex-
ercise? § 6.

What did Amos mean in saying that he was neither prophet
nor prophet’s son? When was he called to service as
prophet? § 7, 8.

How long had schools of the prophets existed in Israel, and
in what sense were the members thereof styled “sons of
the prophets”? Do men raise up the special servants
of the Lord? Who or what alone gives the true ordina-
tion of service? 7 9, 10.

Did Isaiah’s ministry begin prior to the vision of his call-
ing? What did he see in vision? What was done to re-
lieve Isaiah’s feelings at the sight, and how did he respond
to the call to service? | 11-14.

To what extent were the prophets of our lesson and their
acts typical of things to come? T 15-17.

‘Was the millennial throne of Christ Jesus pictured in the
throne Isaiah saw in the temple vision? When did the
miniature fulfilment of the vision take place, and when
did the complete fulfilment? § 18, 19.

How long does the prophecy indicate that God’s Servant
class are to witness? § 20, 21.

In what way were Isaiah and his children for signs and
wonders from the Lord? What can be said for the light
and work that the true church now has? § 22.

AMOS DENOUNCES SIN

——QO0CTOBER 30-—AMOS 2:4-3: 15—

“Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live; and so Jehovah, the God of hosts, will be with you, as ye say.”
—Amos 5:14.

prophets of Israel, a term used to distinguish

the writings of the twelve lesser prophecies from
the greater prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and
Daniel. He tells us that when Jehovah called him to
prophesy he was a herdsman of Tekoa, in Judah, which
is six miles south of Bethlehem. His message is the
important thing, and there is no other personal infor-
mation recorded concerning him.

2 Amos prophesied in the days of Uzziah king of
Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the second of Israel.
His prophecy is dated two years “before the earthquake”,
But as we have no means of telling the date of the
earthquake, the date of his prophecy cannot be more
closely determined. Both these kings, Uzziah in Judah,
and Jeroboam the second in Israel, reigned a long time;

r I YHE Prophet Amos is counted among the minor

Uzziah was king in Jerusalem 52 years, and Jeroboam
in Samaria 41 years.

8 During these reigns both kingdoms extended them-
selves until jointly there was something of the glory
which Israel had under David before his kingdom was
divided. Both kingdoms were prosperous; but the pros-
perity seems to have arisen partly through intercourse
with other nations, and was probably more the result
of commercial activity than through a development of
the natural resources of the countries. In both countries
there was a luxury of living which wealth brings, and
the northern kingdom fell before it.

* Beginning his prophecy Amos lifts his eyes abroad,
beyond the immediate land of Israel, and speaks con-
cerning the peoples who dwelt beyond the borders of the
kingdoms of Israel and Judah, but yet were inside the
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borders of the land which was promised to Abraham, and
which was first gained to Israel as a possession by David.
In each case Amos denounced the people for their
transgressions, and declared the time was about to come
when God would not pass these things by, but would
take note of them and punish the people for their sins
against righteousness.

§ Amos is generally supposed to be the earliest of the
prophets whose writings were recorded and became part
of those sacred writings specially intended for the
guidance of the church. There are some writings of the
Old Testament which are records of events, and which
may be supposed to be true records written without
special ingpiration. Inspiration properly is that which
is God-breathed, and is found in such messages as those
of the prophets. This thought of the prophecies must
be retained if the Word of God is to be the disciple’s
guide.

® When a prophet says he spoke by the Word of the
Lord, he is not to be understood as meaning that his
mind was so full of matter which he believed would be
for the benefit of Israel, or of others, that he had be-
come assured that God would say the things he spoke
if God himself should speak. Their words must be
understood as being God-given, words which would not
have occurred to the prophet’s mind if God had not
prompted them. The former is the human view; and
though held by some fundamentalists, it is really mod-
ernist in conception. No man can say he is inspired of
God in the sense intended by the Scriptures when the
thoughts which he has are those which have sprung from
his own mind.

? No doubt God uses the thoughts of men and makes
them his message; as for instance Elijah thought of the
sin of Israel and meditated upon it, and then prayed
earnestly that the Word of God might be fulfilled. Then
God used the thoughts of his mind, and he spoke the
word of Jehovah because God sent him.

8 Amos begins his prophecy by declaring that Jehovah
“will roar from Zion, and will utter his voice from Jeru-
salem”. This will cause mourning amongst the shep-
herds throughout the country, and the top of Carmel
in the far distance shall wither. The roaring from Zicn
is a symbolic representation of Jehovah’s roaring as a
lion would against its prey.

® In this Amos takes the same stand as the Psalmist.
David, the king of Israel and its special representative,
established Zion as his seat of government with Jeru-
salem as his city. He, as it were, roared out of Zion
and brought the enemies of Israel into subjection. Amos
looks forward to a future time when all these countries
named in his prophecy shall be destroyed as enemies of
Israel; for having been once brought into subjection to
Israel they are held to be blameworthy and responsible
for their wrong doing.

10 The countries named in his prophecy are therefore
(1) those such as Syria and Edom, which were outside
the immediate borders of the two kingdoms Israel and
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Judah; and (?) these two kingdoms, Israel and Judah,
whose people were specially covenanted with God.

2 Tirst he speaks of Syria in the northeast, then turns
southwest and speaks against the Philistines. Then again
northwest to Tyre, and again southeast to Edom and
Ammon and Moab. Thus Amos says of Damascus,
“Thus saith Jehovah, For three transgressions of Da-
mascus, yea, for four [margin] I will not turn away the
punishment thereof.” The prophet does not specify any
particular sins, nor need we understand that either in
the case of Damascus or of the other countries named
any three or four sing are specially intended ; rather the
word means that the people represented had many sins
which could be charged against them, all of which were
sufficient to bring down God’s judgments.

** The Bible student is not specially concerned with
sceking through secular history to discover how the
prophecies concerning the nations other than Israel and
Judah were fulfilled; it is sufficient for him that the
prophecies were spoken. Some of the cities, e. g. as
Damascus, yet remain; but the peoples they then repre-
sented are long since gone into oblivion. The Bible
student knows that these prophecies are intended to have
a larger fulfilment than could be met by what may be
named the local fulfilments.

18 Zion represents God’s organization established in
the earth at the time of the second advent, for the specific
purpose of representing God and doing the necessary
work for the establishment of his kingdom. These cities
and countries above mentioned in symbol represent (1)
those religious or semi-religious organizations which help
to support Christendom, and (2) the religious organiza-
tions which may be known as ecclesiasticism. It is
against these that the Lord roars out of Zion and de-
nounces their evil doings.

1* After denouncing the sins of these people, Amos
speaks against the house of Israel, not only against the
northern kingdom, which was then known as Israel, but
also against Judah. In Israel Jehu had professed to de-
stroy the last remnants of Baalism; but it is recorded
against him that he did not destroy the golden calves
which were set, one at Dan in the north, the other at
Bethel in the south. (2 Kings 10:29) These golden
calves, however, were not connected with the worship of
Baal, but professedly were to represent Jehovah. The
ten tribes had these fastened upon them by Jeroboam
the first, and they had been accepted by a degenerate priest-
hood ; they were not there as representing any phase of
idolatry. The people allowed themselves to be deceived.

15In the northern kingdom of Israel in Amos’ day
there was a great profession of service for Jehovah,
though even against God’s manifested displeasure they
persisted in worshiping him by means of the golden
calves. One of the mgqst striking episodes of Amos’
prophecy was when he visited Bethel, and in the public
place of the city denounced the professed worship of
Jehovah. With the boldness which is inspired by the
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true Jove of Gtod, and with the consciousness of a message
from God, Amos denounced this abomination, saying
that Jeroboam, the then king, should die by the sword
for that he supported his predecessor’s sin in the matter
of the golden calves.

18 Amaziah the priest of Bethel hastily sent to Jero-
boam, presumably to Samaria, to tell him that “Amos
hath conspired against thee in the midst of the house
of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words”.
(Amos 7:10) Amaziah bade Amos flee into his own
land of Judah. He said to him, “O thou seer, go, flee
thee away into the land of Judah, and there cat bread,
and prophesy there”; and in his haughtiness he added,
“But prophesy not again any more at Bethal; for it is
the king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court.” (Amos
7:12, 13) To him the king came before Jehovah.

17 Tt was then that Amos answered, and to this priest
of Bethel, that the Lord had taken him from being a
herdsman, from following the flock and had bidden
him prophesy. Now he spoke to this man who professed
to be the priest of Jehovah and said to him, “Thy wife
shall be an harlot in the city, and thy sons and thy
daughters shall fall by the sword, and thy land shall be
divided by line; and thou shalt die in a polluted land:
and Israel shall surely go into captivity forth of his
land.” (Amos 7:17) Thus Amos answered the false
priest.

18 The Lord’s servants are raised at his will, and given
strength by both his spirit and the Word of Truth. Amos
was sent to denounce the false worship which Amaziah
represented ; and neither the threats of the priest, nor
fear of what the king might do would deter him from
giving his message.

12 Though the law of Israel given at Sinai is divisible
into two parts, which may be called the law of obligation
towards God and the law of obligation towards men, yet
the commandments are one law, whether the sin of trans-
gression was directly between the individual and Je-
hovah, as would be the case when an Israelite offered
worship to other gods, or whether it was against his
neighbor, as if an Israelite took his neighbor’s goods
or his life. They were all sins against the commandment
of God. Tt is this thought which was ever before the
minds of the prophets of Israel as they spoke against
the sins of Israel. That people transgressed against their
neighbors and broke all the commandments of the second
table.

20 The prophets were never mere reformers endeavor-
ing to keep their country and people in a fairly good
moral condition with the hope that a better state might
be reached. They saw that what Israel needed when it
had fallen into a low state of morality was a fresh laying
hold of the covenant which God had made with their
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fathers; and that if the people made an earnest endeavor
to live in harmony with it, Jehovah would bless them
accordingly.

** The nations of Christendom have an obligation to-
wards God, but that is because they have voluntarily ac-
cepted the ten commandments given to Israel as their
standard of Christian living, and they must be judged
accordingly. Christendom has no such covenant with
God as Israel had. It should be pointed out that the
preachers in Christendom now are doing little more than
endeavoring to bring their congregations to the morality
of the second table of commandments, which names their
duties towards fellow men. That which Christendom
needs is to remember its obligation towards God, and to
accept its responsibility towards him, not under the law
of Sinai, but as the Creator and as the Father of the
Lord Jesus Christ who has sent his Son to be the Re-
deemer of the world. The human race has gone so far
away from its God that nothing but that shaking of the
earth, which is the antitype of Sinai, will bring them
to their need of recognizing God. That shaking has
begun; it is the cause of the present world-wide up-
heaval, which will continue tiul all this world’s organiza-
tion has given way to the kingdom of peace under the
rule of Christ.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

Why is Amos called one of the minor prophets? What was
his prior occupation, and when did he prophesy? Were the
kingdoms of Judah and Israel prosperous at the time?
g 1-3.

In the beginning of his prophecy whom does Amos denounce?
Were all the books of the Bible written by inspiration?
How did the prophets speak by the word of the Lord?  4-7.

What is to be understood by the Lord’s roaring out of
Zion? 7 8, 9.

Which are the countries named by the prophet as trans-
gressors? What specially interests the student in regard
to these prophecies concerning the nations? § 10-12,

What does Zion represent? What do the cities and countries
denounced by Amos represent? § 13,

Whom did the ten tribes of the northern kingdom profess
to worship under the figure of the golden calves? Where
did Amos publicly denounce such worship, and in what
terms? § 14, 15.

How did Amaziah, priest of Bethel, react toward Amos’
denunciation? What did Amos say in answer to the
false priest? § 16, 17.

When are the Lord’s servants raised up, and how given
strength for service?  18.

Are the ten commandments one law and is the breaking of
any one commandment a sin against God the same as
the breaking of any other commandment? Were the
prophets mare reformers? § 19, 20.

Is Christendom in a covenant with God as Israel was? What
real obligation toward God should it seek to fulfil? What
is needed to bring the race to recognize its need of the
true God? 7 21.

From every place below the skies,
The grateful song, the fervent prayer,
The incense of the heart, may rise
To heaven, and find acceptance there,

O thou to whom, in ancient time,

The holy prophet’s harp was strung,
To thee at last, in every clime,

Shall praise arise and songs be sung.



INTERESTING QUESTIONS

Question: The Watch Tower in discussing the
remnant, and explaining the prophecy of Zechariah 14:
1-3 concerning a part of Jerusalem going into captivity,
seems to apply that text to the great company class. In
a more recent article in The Waich Tower it is shown
that the great company class, or many of them, are
already prisoners. If the great company class or those
composing it are in prison, how can we harmonize these
two statements that “the city shall go forth into cap-
tivity”?

ANsweRr: It seems certain that Jerusalem applies to
all the spirit begotten ones, including the little flock
and great company, the little flock being pictured par-
ticularly by the remmant and otherwise spoken of as
Zion. Omly those who are faithful to the Lord in pro-
portion to their privileges, and whose faithfulness con-
tinues unto the end, will constitute the remnant. It is
probable that a number who have come out of Babylon,
and who are not prisoners but who have a knowledge of
present truth, will be of the great company class be-
cause not having been faithful to privileges. It is also
true that many who will be of the great company class,
and doubtless the greater majority, are prisoners and
will not heed the message to come out from Babylon,
Other scriptures indicate that the line will be so sharp-
ly drawn that the time will come in the near future when
every one will be forced to take his stand on the side
of the Lord or against the Lord. By that time the
little flock will all have been selected ; and even though
one is consecrated to the Lord and begotten of the holy
spirit he could not get into the little flock. Once be-
gotten and anointed by the holy spirit and then losing
that anointing would relegate that one to the great com-
pany class, and there is no scripture indicating that
such a one would be restored to the remmant class.

The word captivity used in the prophecy of Zechariah
means to denude and carry away in disgrace or exile.
Those who have failed to be faithful to the Lord and are
therefore of the great company class must be put to the
crucial test. When they refuse to ally themselves further
with the Devil’s organization and firmly stand on the
Lord’s side, they will be the special objects of wrath by
the Devil’s agencies and will be forced into a sacrifice
in the great time of trouble. They will be in disgrace
in the eyes of those of the Devil’s organization. They
will symbolically be denuded and their shame will appear
before the eyes of the Devil’s organization.

This seems to be the thought derived from Revelation
the 16th chapter, 13th-16th verses. Verses thirteen,
fourteen and sixteen describe the gathering together for
the great battle of Armageddon. It will be noticed that
verse fifteen is directed to the consecrated. There Jesus
says: “Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that
watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked,
and they see his shame.” This text of course refers to
the appearing of the Lord in a quiet and unostentatious
manner. But those who watch and who are obedient will

keep their garments. The word garment means identifica-
tion or means of identification. It will mean then that
those who are watchful and faithful will be identified
with the Lord and be of the remnant and receive the
special care, protection and blessing of the Lord, where-
as others one time walking by their side were not
watchful and do not put on the wedding garments and
keep them on, and who are not active in the Lord’s service
and faithfully performing the obligations as they come
to them, will thereby not be identified with the faithful
remnant, and hence are said to be without garments and
walk naked and their shame appears. Therefore this
latter class will go away into captivity, to wit, disgrace,
denuded ; and their shame appears and they fall in the
time of trouble. Samson foreshadowed the great com-
pany class; but be it noted that when Samson took his
decided stand and determined to act, he then stood in
disgrace. Had he been watchful and resisted the tempta-
tions that came to him, he would have been entirely in
a different position. But when he awoke to the situation
it was too late.

The great company class will be exactly in that posi-
tion. They will come to a realization of the fact that a
great work has been in progress of gathering together
the Lord’s saints and of giving a witness in his name;
but they will realize the importance of this when it is
too late for them to be of the kingdom class. The
prophet represents such as saying: “The harvest is
past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.”
(Jeremiah 8:20) Seeing then that they must take a
decided stand on the side of the Lord even though it
brings upon them disgrace and an ignominious death,
they thereby pass through the time of trouble, prove
their faithfulness, and receive the Lord’s approval, which
is represented by robes with which they are covered
when they stand before the throne.—Revelation 7: 9.

QuEesTION : In The Watch Tower October 15th, 1926,
paragraph 23, mention is made of the Lord’s coming
to his temple. Are we to understand that the temple
class was completed in 1918 and after that time no one
could be justified and begotten of the holy spirit?

ANsweRr: Such is not the correct thought. It must
of necessity follow that as long as any of the new crea-
tion are on this side of the vail, operating in a mortal
organism, there is a possibility of such becoming un-
faithful to the Lord. In that event they would lose the
anointing, put off the wedding garments, come out from
under the robe of righteousness, and cease to be of the
temple class. It would follow necessarily then that some
one must take the place of that one. Consequently until
the last member has finished his course it would be im-
possible for us on earth to say that at a time certain
all who would ever be begotten of the spirit had been
begotten and no one thereafter. That would be guessing
if we stated that, and it is not the prerogative of a
Christian to guess.
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