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aiding the people to understand the divineplan. It provides systematic Bible study tn which
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TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting;
that the Logos wus the beginning of his creation; that the
Logos became o man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ
in glory, clothed with all power in heaven and earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wil-
fully disobeyed God's law and was sentenced to death; that
by reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners
and without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life
a sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price;
that Jesus the divine arose from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as
the redemptive price for man.

THAT for many centuries God, through Christ, has been

selecting from amongst men the members of hig church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of
the church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ
Jesus, grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and
plan of Jehovah God, and uitimately be glorified with Christ
Jesus in his heavenly kingdom ; that Christ, Head and body,
constitutes the “seed of Abraham” through which all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus has
returned and is now present ; that Jehovah has placed Christ
Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations and
peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE HOPE of the peoples of earth is restoration
to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that the
reign of Christ will afford opportunity to every man to
have a fair trial for life and those who obey will live on
earth for ever in a state of happiness.

PUBLISHED BY
WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACYT SOCIETY
117 ADAMS STREET - - - BROOKLYN, N.Y. U.S. A,

OFFICERS
President
Secy & Treas.

J. F. RUTHERFORD
W. E. VAN AMBURGH

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE J. F. RUTHERFORD
W. E. VaAN AMBURGH J. HEMERY R. H. Bagser E. J. Cowanp

FoRrEIGN OFFICES : British: 34 Craver Terraee, Lancaster Gate,
London W. 2; Canadian: 38-40 Irwin Avenue, Toronto, Ontario;
Australasian: 4¢5 Collins St. Melbourne, Australia; South Africar
6 Lelie St.,, Cape Town, South Africa. Please address the SoCIE.Y
in every case.

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE: UNITED STATES, $1.00; CANADA AND
MISCELLANEOUS FOREIGN, $1.50 ; GREAT BRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA AND
SOUTH AFRICA, 78. American remittances should be made by FEx-
press or Postal Money Orders, or by Bank Draft. Canadian, British,
South African and Australasian remittances should be made to
branch offices only. Remittances from scattered foreign territory
may be made to the Brooklyn office, but by Infernational Postal
Money Orders only.

(Foreign iranslations of this journal appear in several languages.)

TERMS TO THE Lorn’s Poor: All Bible Students who, by reason of
o0ld age or other infirmity or adversity, are unable to pay for
this journal, will be supplied free if they send a postal card each
May stating their case and requesting such provision. We are not
only willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually
and in touch with the Berean studies.

Notice to Subsoribers: We do not, as a rule, send a card of acknowl-
edgment for a renewal or for a new subscription. A renewal blank
(carrving uotice of expiration) will be sent with the journal one
month before the subscription expires. Change ot address, when
requested, may be expected to appear on address label within one
month.

Entered as Second Class Mail Matter at Brooklyn, N, Y. Postoffice.
Act of March 3rd, 1879.

BIBLES

The Bible because of its binding has always been asso-
ciated with the ecclesiasttcs. Therefore the Bible has be-
come a reproach in the eyes of many people. There seemed
no good reason why the Bible should not be bound as other
books are bound. It is the Word of God, and the people
should be induced to love it. The Soctery has arranged to

furnish Bibles in plain binding at moderate prices. Below
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SERVICE WEEK

The Lord heretofore has hlessed the eftorts put forth by
the friends annually, in enguaging in one week of special
service. August 28th to September 5th is set aside this year
for Service Week. Notice is given now that the classes
everywhere may make their arrangements so that they can
devote as much time as possible during that week to service.
Service directors will please make special arrangements for
canvassing parties during that period. The Service Week
as observed this year will close on Labor Day; and thut
should be made a special drive day, concluding with a
testimony meeting on the evening of September 5th. This
matter should be kept before the Lord that we may have
his blessing.
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WHY IN SECURITY

“Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the Most High, thy habitation, there shall no evil
befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.” — Psalm 91:9, 10.

[Continued from last issue]

sovereign will. Nothing causes him to haste nor to

be disturbed. He is slow to anger, but when his due
time comes to act he takes action. “The Lord is merci-
ful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in merey.
He will not always chide ; neither will he keep his anger
for ever.” (Psalm 103:8, 9) For sixty centuries he
had been reproached by the Devil and his instruments.
Time and again he has given a demonstration of his
power that the people might not forget his name and
his goodness, and this he has done for the benefit of
man. The masses have been drawn away from God by
the enemy. Few have realized and appreciated or now
realize and appreciate that Jehovah is the Most High,
the Creator of heaven and earth, the Giver of life to
all, the Almighty God, and the one from whom all bless-
ings flow. To know him means life. It is his will that
the human race shall have an opportunity for life.
Therefore all must be brought to a knowledge of the
truth.—1 Timothy 2: 3, 4.

2 For a long while the issue was and still is, Who is
CGod? Satan has blinded most of the people to the truth;
and now in particular the Devil has brought forth his
agencies to exercise much influence amongst the people
to prove that Jehovah is not God. God means the
Creator of everything good. The self-constituted wise
instruments of Satan insist that God did not create
man. Many other means the Devil uses to turn the
mind of the people away from Jehovah. God has an-
nounced his purpose to dash to pieces Satan’s organiza-
tion and to restrain the enemy and give a testimony
to his name for the good of humankind. This time of
trouble such as never before was known seems near at
hand. Before it falls it is God’s announced purpose to
have a witness given to the world that he is God and
that he will demonstrate that fact shortly. Those who
engage joyfully in giving that witness are in special
danger of Satan and his organization; and for their
encouragement the Lord, through his prophet, has as-
sured them of a place of safety, and that this is the
secret place of the Most High.

3 For centuries there has been a tendency even among

JEHOVAH carries out his purposes according to his

Christians to put great trust in men and in man-made
organizations. This of course has been largely the re-
sult of a measure of blindness induced by the influence
of the enemy. Some have put their trust in their leaders,
who are but men claiming to be the representatives
of Christ; and when their confidence in their leader is
shaken they turn away from the Lord. Others have put
their trust in princes or rulers, also merely men. Those
who stand in the final test must put their trust in the
Lord. It is better for one to trust the Lord. “It is
better to trust in the Lord, than to put confidence in
man: it is better to trust in the Lord, than to put con-
fidence in princes.” (Psalm 118:8, 9) Those who have
full faith in and love for God make him their refuge.
For such there is a secret place of safety, and that is
the secret place of the Most High.

* When Christ Jesus, the great Executive Officer of
the Most High, came to his temple his first work was to
take an account with those who had made a covenant
to do God’s will. Some he found faithful, and to these
he said: “You have been faithful over a few things; I
will make you ruler over many things: Enter into the joy
of your Lord.” This carries with it the thought that the
time has come when God will make for himself a name
in the earth; and the fact that his name is to be vin-
dicated is a great joy to Christ. He invites the faithful
who have been safeguarding his kingdom interests to
enter into that joy. The performance of the duties
and obligations laid upon the faithful requires them to
give a witness to the name of Jehovah. The giving of
this witness subjects such ones to great danger at the
hands of the enemy. If they are on the right side, the
Almighty God exercises his power for their protection.
He grants unto such the garments of salvation, brings
them under the robe of righteousness, and admits them
to his secret place. To such he says: “Because thou
hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the Most
High, thy habitation, there shall no evil befall thee,
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.”—
Psalm 91:9, 10.

& Christ is here represented as speaking to his faithful
brethren on earth; and he gives them the assurance that
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because Jehovah is their refuge, and the Most High their
habitation, no evil shall befall them and no plague or
destruetive pestilence shall come nigh their dwelling-
place, which is in the secret place of the Most High.
Let each one keep in mind, however, that he must abide
in that seeret place in order to be at all times in se-
curity. In the last issue of Tar WarcH ToWER verses
one to three of the Psalm were discussed. Now we con-
tinue the examination of the Psalm verse by verse.

PROTECTION

¢ Speaking now to those in the secret place the proph-
et says: “He shall cover thee with his feathers, and
under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy
shield and buckler.”—Psalm 91: 4.

7 The remnant class, composing a part of The Servant
of God, because on this side the vail are in the open
field engaging the enemy in battle. The enemy goes
forth to make war against them, seeking their destrue-
tion. “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and
went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony
of Jesus Christ.” (Revelation 12:17) This little com-
pany of witnesses for the Lord have a vision of the enemy
and his organization in all of the hideousness thereof.
Being small in number and having no power in them-
selves, they feel exceedingly insignificant and inadequate
to meet the enemy. Before that terrible giant they could
not stand alone for a moment. Others have become
fearful and fallen back. Will the remnant do likewise?
They will not. They need the protection, and for their
encouragement the prophet of God says to them: ‘Fear
not; for the Most High is your dwelling-place because
you have made him your refuge’ “He shall cover thee
with his feathers, and under his wing shalt thou trust:
his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.” (Verse 4)
For this faithful remnant there is here given assurance
of provision of a covering, a hiding place, a condition
of great safety and protection. When danger is near,
a hen covers her little ones under her feathers and
hides them under her wings. This illustration the
prophet uses showing the protection God affords to his
little ones. When the enemy would slay them he hides
them in the secret place of his tabernacle. — Psalm
27:5, 6.

® There are those today who at one time professed to
be followers of Christ and to be enlightened in the
truth of his presence, but who have turned away and
become enemies of the truth. These conspire against
those who are serving the Lord and enter into various
schemes to do them injury. They resort to all manner
of slander and false accusation. These are the instru-
ments of the enemy Satan used in an endeavor to de-
stroy those that love and serve God. The remnant thus
engaged in the Lord’s service know that they have no
strength of their own, but they have made the Most
High their refuge. The prophet represents such as pray-
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ing, “Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked;
from the insurrection of the workers of iniquity: who
whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows to
shoot their arrows, even bitter words.”” (Psalm 64: 2,
3) “Keep me as the apple of the eye; hide me under
the shadow of thy wings, from the wicked that oppress
me, from my deadly enemies who compass me about.”
—Psalm 17:8, 9.

® Thus praying they cease not to work, because Je-
hovah has commissioned them to work. It is the time
for God’s witness; and in answer to their prayer he says
to them: “And I have put my words in thy mouth, and
I have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I
may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the
earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people.” (Isaiah
51:16) The message of truth continues to go out from
the mouths of the remnant, and this message is like a
sharp sword, and at the same time they are hid from
the enemy. “And he hath made my mouth like a sharp
sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and
made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me.”
—Isaiah 49: 2.

** The Most High has provided for the faithful a
shield and a buckler, both of which are defensive to
ward off blows of the enemy. That which constitutes
these defensive weapons is the truth of God’s Word.
Only those who love and serve the truth therefore could
have these weapons. God causes his light to shine upon
his Word with ever increasing brilliancy as the faithful
ones come near to the end of the way.—Proverbs 4: 18,

1 The buckler was more particularly used to safe-
guard the heart or vital organs. Symbolically the heart
represents the seat of motive or that which prompts one’s
action. God supplies his people with the truth and the
understanding thereof, which increases their love for
him. They receive the truth in the love thereof and
unselfishly devote themselves to make known the truth
to others that God’s name might be magnified. Their
motive in serving must be love. In harmony with this
thought the apostle emphasizes the necessity for the
Christian to be thus armed in the final conflict: “Final-
ly, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the
power of his might.”—Xphesians 6: 10.

2 Be it observed that the apostle does not say that
the fight is against fleshly weaknesses. He does not
say that our warfare is against “flesh merely”. On the
contrary he positively says: “We wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but our warfare is against principalities,
powers, and the rulers of darkness of this world,” there-
by describing the Devil and his wicked organization.
He says to the Christian: “Put on the whole armor of
God,” that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day;
“that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil.” Then he adds: “Above all, taking the shield
of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked.” No one could abide in the
secret place of the Most High unless he has absolute
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faith and confidenee in the Most High. Those who do
abide there have full and complete protection.

13 Without this protection ome quickly falls before
the enemy. During the past few years the facts well
known have clearly demonstrated this. One day a
brother to all intents and purposes is in full harmony
with the truth and serving the truth. Suddenly he
becorhes offended or disgruntled. He immediately goes
into darkness and quickly joins the enemy. It is man-
ifest that he has left the secret place of the Most High
because of some wrong doing or lack of faith. The loss
of his faith necegsarily would take him out of that con-
dition of safety and remove his shield and the buckler.

¢ The wedding garment means to be doing the work
in the Lord’s appointed way. Putting off the wedding
garment would mean to cease doing it the Lord’s way,
even though claiming to be a Christian. Having the
garments of salvation means that such a one is identified
with the saved class and has on the wedding garments.
Removing it would identify him with the enemy class.
Being under the robe of righteousness means that such
& one has the approval of the Lord because of his faith
and loving devetion in doing God’s holy will. A loss
of faith and a contrary course would bring one out from
under the robe of righteousness. Those who dwell in
the secret place of the Most High abiding there, re-
main faithful and abide under the shadow of him who
is all-powerful ; and such are safe from the bitter at-
tacks of the enemy. It is in that condition of safety the
Lord hides him as a hen covers her brood with her
feathers and her wings.

TERRORS AND ARROWS

15 “Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by might,
nor for the arrow that flieth by day.”—Psalm 91: 5.

16 Having been cast out of heaven Satan’s actions are
confined to the earth. It is a dark time for the earth.
“Darkness covers the earth [the governing factors] and
gross darkness the people,” that is, the individuals who
make up the world. That the condition of darkness en-
sues at the same time the Lord comes to his temple is
shown by the words of the prophet: “Arise, shine; for
thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the
earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord
shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon
thee”” (Isaiah 60:1, 2) “Therefore rejoice, ye heavens,
and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of
the earth, and of the sea! for the devil is come down
unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that
he hath but a short time.”—Revelation 12:12.

*7 Not only is it a time of great darkness for the earth
and the people thereof but a time of great terror. The
people turn away from God. It is a terrible time of
distress and perplexity. It is a time in which professed
Christian ministers have their masks torn away, and
their hypocrisy appears to the people. Many who have
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professed to walk in the light of present truth have
turned away. The Devil, knowing that his time is short
to prepare for Armageddon, is greatly enraged, par-
ticularly at the remnant, because that remnant insists
on proclaiming the name of Jehovah and his kingdom.
In his rage he goes forth to destroy them. They be-
ing in the light can see the Devil’s organization and its
wicked methods of operation. The greatness and magni-
tude of his organization, his power and the wickedness
of that organization weuld strike terror to the heart of
any one seeing it except for faith in the Almighty God
who is the refuge of the faithful remnant. To them
God’s prophet savs: “You need not fear for this ter-
ror by night in this time of darkness, because you have
made the Most High your habitation and almighty power
is exercised in your behalf.” Onward the remnant
marches, together lifting up their voices with joy in
proclaiming the message, Jehovah is God, Christ is King
upon his throne, the kingdom of heaven is here,

18 “Nor for the arrow that flieth by day.” For the
Christian it is the new day, because upon them the Sun
of righteousness has arisen. The light of God’s new day
is shining with increased power. Greater light is come
to the world upon everything except the Word of God.
Because of the greater light the Christian walks in the
light; and because he walks in the light and proclaims
the message of the kingdom he is the target for the
darts of the enemy. The arrow of the enemy flies by
day. The Christian goes forth in the open field telling
the glad tidings of the kingdom and the greatness of
our God. The arrow of the enemy would instantly de-
stroy such except for the protection of Almighty God.
But because he is of the remnant, he who has made
God his refuge and is in the secret place of the Most
High, is safe from these arrows of the ememy. The
Christian has no occasion to be afraid; but on the con-
trary he sings aloud the song of deliverance.

WALKING PESTILENCE

*® Continuing to speak of the perils abroad the proph-
et tells those in the secret place that they are not to be
afraid “for the pestilence that walketh in darkness, nor
for the destruction that wasteth at noonday”.—Verse 6.

20 A vpestilence is a destructive plague. Darkness is
the very opposite of light. This statement of the proph-
et then must mean something that is abroad in the
darkness and that it is destructive. We have seen that
the “noisome pestilence” is a destructive plague resulting
from covetousness and a wicked desire to possess at any
cost what belongs to another, which leads to gross
wickedness. Here then is mentioned another destruc-
tive plague. What could it mean?

2 Fear of the enemy or his organization is a destruc-
tive plague and therefore a pestilence, because it is de-
structive of faith, and faith is essential to the safety
of the Christian. That fear is a destructive plague is
supported by the following scriptures: “Hear my voice,
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O God, in my prayer: preserve my life from fear of the
enemy.” (Psalm 64:1) “Fear took hold upon them
there, and pain, as of a woman in travail.” (Psalm
48:6) “Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the
desolation of the wicked, when it cometh.” (Proverbs
8:25) “When your fear cometh as desolation, and your
destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and
anguish cometh upon you.”—Proverbs 1: 27,

22 Fear of man is a snare, (Proverbs 29:25) Where
there is complete trust and faith in the Lord there is
no fear. “Perfect love casteth out fear.” (1 John 4:18)
There can be no complete faith without love. Unselfish
devotion to God is the result of absolute faith and
trust in him. Those who have made the Most High
their habitation have no occasion for fear. They love
him. and therefore count not their lives dear unto them
but trust their all into his care.

2 Light is the very opposite of darkmess. Truth is
light. (Psalm 119:105; Proverbs 6:23) Jehovah God
covers himself with light as with a garment. (Psalm
104:2) He who dwells in the secret place of the Most
High is therefore dwelling in the light. (1 John 1:5-7)
In the nominal church the clergy are, in the language
of the prophet, “out of the way through strong drink;
they err in vision, they stumble in judgment.” (Isa-
iah 28:7) To them the vision of the divine plan is
hid and sealed. (Isaiah 29:11) The same rule then
must obtain among those once enlightened with the
truth. If they lose their vision of God’s plan, the way
becomes dark and they fall. Unless the Christian has
the truth and feeds upon the truth he will perish.
“Where there is no vision, the people perish; but he
that keepeth the law, happy is he.” (Proverbs 29:18)
Where there is no vision, there is no light and there is
an absence of faith; and where faith grows weak, fear
takes hold. The conclusion therefore is that the pesti-
lence that walketh in darkness is the fear that lays hold
upon the Christian because of darkness.

2¢ When the Lord came to his temple in 1918, and
began the inspection and judgment of his people, great
trouble fell upon the house of God. There followed a
great test of faith. Many who had devoted themselves
to what they thought was character development had
shown themselves strong before temptations of the flesh.
They had made some friends amongst the Devil’s or-
ganization. They were looked upon as unusual persons
by the world. They had gladly stood up and contended
for the doctrines of faith once delivered to the saints.
But whén the Lord came to his temple, and the great
time of stress was upon the world and those who were
in the world, the situation was changed. To then stand
and boldly testify to the name of the Lord God required
faith and courage because it was reproof of the course
of Christendom. Fear laid hold upon some. As the
times grew darker their fear increased. Fear of Satan
and his organization stalking about in the darkness be-
came a plague or pestilence to those of little faith in
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God. Because of the fear that laid hold upon such Chris-
tians during the stress of 1918, their faith was destroved
by this pestilence walking in the darkness.

2 He who fears the enemy is defeated before the fight
really begins. Before Gideon went into battle he sep-
arated all the fearful of hiz army and sent them to the
rear. (Judges 7:3-6) Elijah was fearful of Jezebel and
her political ally; and loving his life he fled to the
wilderness. Fear always produces disastrous results.
Only those who put their trust in the Lord are safe.
The fear of man or man-made organizations removes the
protection and safety. “The fear of man bringeth a
snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be
safe.” (Proverbs 29:25) Darkness continues on the
earth and gross darkness on the people, and fear has
laid hold upon all. (Isaiah 24:17%, 18) The exception
to this rule are those Christians that dwell in the secret
place of the Most High. To such the Lord says: “Fear
thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed: for I
am thy God: I will strengthen thee, yea, T will help thee;
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my right-
eousness. . .. For T the Lord thy God will hold thy right
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not: I will help thee.”—
Isaiah 41: 10, 13.

%6 Upon this point the Scriptures point out that the
great company class contains those that sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death, and being bound in affliction
and iron; because they rebel against the words of God
and neglect or contemn the counsel of the Most High.
(Psalm 107:10, 11) They are fearful and in danger
of destruction by that pestilence that walketh in the
darkness. CGod in his mercy hears the cries of the sin-
cere ones and brings them out of the shadow of death.

#7 The time of darkness upon the earth will continue
until the great conflict of Armageddon. As that time
approaches the prophet declares: “All faces shall gather
blackness.” (Joel 2:6) (See also Nahum 2:10.) That
a time of great darkness and stress is yet ahead finds
abundant support in the Scriptures.—Isaiah 24:18-21.

8 But let the saints remember that the Elijah work
is done. Klisha did not fear. The enemy in great strength
came upon him in the night time. When he was at
Dothan the enemy came in the darkness and surrounded
him with horses and chariots and a great host of meun.
Only one man was in the company of Elisha, and that
man greatly feared the enemy. That is proof that Elisha
did not fear. He said: “Fear not; for they that be with
us are more than they that be with them.” (2 Kings
6:16) Elisha’s confidence was in God and he féared
nothing that man could do unto him. Then at the
petition of Elisha the eyes of his servant were opened
and he beheld that God had surrounded Elisha with a
great angelic host. This vision was given as an as-
surance to Elisha that almighty power was being ex-
ercised in his behalf. Those in the secret place of the
Most High are to do and are doing the Elisha work.
They do not fear the enemy. They fear only the Lord
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and trust him absclutely. “The angel of the Lord en-
campeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth
them.”—Psalm 34:7.

2% They have made Jehovah their refuge and the Most
High their habitation; and for this reason the Lord
says to them: ‘Thou shalt not be afraid of this pestilence
that stalketh about in the darkness.”’ Otherwise stated,
‘Because of your faith and confidence in the Almighty
God there is no occasion for you to fear that which
others fear.” These see the Devil and his organization
in all of its hideousness and are not ignorant of his subtle
and cunning devices. They know that the witness must
now be given to the name of Jehovah that he is God;
and they fear not to give it because they are abiding
under the shadow of the Almighty.

“DESTRUCTION AT NOONDAY”

80 At the time the secret place of the Most High is
made available for the obedient ones the prophet of God
shows that there will be abroad a “destruction that
wasteth at noonday”.

#1 The opening of the temple of heaven brought greater
light to the saints on earth, because there followed flashes
of light from the temple illumimating the minds of
those who were walking in the light. It immediately
became a time of greater light to some and greater dark-
ness to others. Since the coming of the Lord to his
temple, and the beginning of the work foreshadowed by
Elisha, there has been a greater measure of the holy
gpirit enjoved by the people of God who are really de-
voted to him. To them the way has grown brighter and
brighter.

# Noonday symbolically represents a period of greatly
increased light. As used in this text the term well rep-
resents a condition into which the Lord has brought the
temple class. Many parts of the divine plan have become
so clear that those that are not consecrated can under-
stand much thereof. In this noonday of increased light
the prophet of God seems to consider those who might
have been there or remained there had they been joy-
fully obedient to the increased light that came to the
anointed class. It is manifest from the apostle’s words
that one class is greatly profited by the light while
others suffer. He speaks of that which “wasteth at noon-
day” resulting in destruction. The word “wasteth” here
used means to swell up with pride or haughtiness, which
is manifested in contemptuows and overbearing treat-
ment of others. It means to be puffed up with oneself
or with pride or glorying in other men. The Apostle
Paul mentioned this in his day.—1 Corinthians 4: 4-7.

% Now take note of the facts as they are well known
to many. Following 1918 when the Lord came to his
temple the light upon God’s plan continued to increase.
Some in the truth because of self-conceit and pride re-
jected the increased light for the reason they had not
brought it forth themselves or it had not been brought
forth by some to whom they were specially close. They
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were offended and resisted the light of truth and became
lawless and refused to conform themselves to the light.
They refused to humble themselves under the mighty
hand of God in performing the work that he gave his
people to do. (1 Peter 5: 6) Swelling up with pride and
haughtiness they manifested a contempt for the increased
light of truth and became overbearing toward their
brethren who tried to walk in the light and proclaim
the truth. The result was that they wasted away and
soon turned entirely against the Lord and his truth and
rejoined the world, which is the Devil’s organization.
Such have taken a delight in an overbearing, contemp-
tuous manner of treatment toward others who are trying
to serve the Lord. Of course the Lord forcknew this
and foretold it.

4 “Destruction,” as used by the prophet in this text,
means to be cut off in ruin. Some having trusted .in
leaders or in themselves have thereby beeen puffed up
and have been blinded by the light of truth. (Colossians
2:18) Walking in their own selfish way they failed to
recognize that the Head of the church is Christ Jesus,
and that Almighty God is the Head thereof, and that
the Lord is doing his work in his own goed way. They
became disobedient, proud and puffed up, and the Devil
turned them away from clearer light, and their lawless
course caused them to waste away and their faith and
hope to suffer destruction. (Jude 11) Some of these well
known to others have been smitten with blindness and
madness, and that at the very time when the Lord is
causing his light to shine as the brightness of noonday
for those who are obedient to him. The same rule an-
nounced to fleshly Israel must apply to Israel after the
spirit, because the former foreshadowed the latter and
because the fixed rules of God never change. “The Lord
shall smite thee with madness, and blindness, and as-
tonishment of heart: and thou shalt grope at noonday,
as the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not
prosper in thy ways: and thou shalt be only oppressed
and spoiled evermore, and no man shall save thee.”—
Deuteronomy 28: 28, 29,

# The light of truth continues to shine as the noon-
day, even as foretold by the prophet. (Isaiah 30:26)
The same malady that has led some to destruction, such
stalks about and lurks in the pathway of all of God’s
people. Who then is safe and where is a place of safety?
The prophet answers: ‘He that dwelleth in the secret
place of the Most High, and abideth under the shadow
of the Almighty’ is in safety. He need not fear. Such
have no selfish schemes of their own to accomplish.
They desire to know nothing except the Lord’s will. Joy-
fully they conform to the Lord’s arrangement and de-
light at all times to glorify his name. Let the anointed
ones who are under the robe of righteousness, and there-
fore in the secret place, learn well this lesson, that only
those who are joyfully obedient to the Lord’s commands
can continue to abide under the shadow of the Almighty,
and once they do abide there they are no longer fearful.
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MANY FALL

# The prophet of God further speaks to those in the
secret place of the Most High and says: “A thousand
shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right
hand ; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine
eyes shalt thou behold, and see the reward of the wicked.”
—Psalm 91:7, 8.

37 It is manifestly clear that the prophet is here speak-
ing concerning those who are in Christ or claiming to be
in Christ. Those in Christ during the period of the
harvest time necessarily would be walking side by side
until the great testing time arrived. Those claiming to
be Christians would be, figuratively speaking, on the
right-hand side of those Christians who are fighting the
good fight of faith. Then it may be truly said that some
are at the right hand and others by the side. To the
faithful the prophet of God says: “A thousand shall fall
at thy side.” Necessarily this would not take place until
the time of judgment, which judgment begins at the
house of God.—1 Peter 4: 17.

3 The Lord came to his temple for judgment. The
prophet of God declares that the Lord comes suddenly
to his temple. The prophet further says that at the
time of coming to his temple would be a time of fiery
trials; that the Lord would then purify the truth and
purge those who claim to represent him, that the truth
might shine with greater clearness and that the approved
ones might offer unto the Lord an offering in righteous-
ness. (Malachi 3:1-3) True to this prophecy, since
1918, the Lord in his temple hasz heen clarifying the
truth hy giving to his people a clearer vision thereof.
No man is responsible for this clearer vision of the truth,
and no man can justly take any credit therefor whatso-
ever. The truth is Jehoval’s truth; and Christ Jesus
as the great Priest and Executive Officer is doing the
work of refining. He is purging the anointed class, that
the approved ones might be made manifest and that they
might thereafter give a faithful witness to the name of
God and his plan.

52 Bide by side these walked until the time of the
judgment began and the refining work was inaugurated.
When the Lord came to his temple and found some
faithfully safeguarding the kingdom interests, and on
taking account thereof, because of their faithfulness such
were invited to enter into the joy of the Lord. (Matthew
25:23) At the same time others became offended and

refused to carry on the work of the kingdom. They fell .

away. Whether actually one thousand fell or whether this
number represents the aggregate number falling makes
no difference. The facts that are well known show that
since 1918 a great many have fallen who prior to that
time had walked by the side of their brethren who still
by the Lord’s grace are joyfully proclaiming the mes-
sage of his King and his kingdom.

* Up to and prior to 1918 nominal Christendom had
¢laimed to be on the side of the Lord. By reason of that
claim the position of such weuld be properly on the
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right hand of the Lord’s true and faithful people. It
was only shortly after 1918 when united Christianity,
as it is called, fe]l completely away from the Lord and
his kingdom and openly embraced the Devil’s organiza-
tion. These conditions seem clearly to fit the prophet’s
statement: “And ten thousand shall fall at thy right
hand.” That number symbolically represents all or a
complete falling of the systems. How many in those
organizations or systems had ever really made a covenant
with the Lord we cannot know. The systems, however,
are gone for ever from the favor of God because they
repudiated the Lord and his kingdom.

REWARD OF THE WICKED

It seems clearly marked out in the Secripture that
the wicked ave lawless ones; that is o say, those who
have made a covenant with the Lord and have rcceived
some light and then refused to go in the light which
the Lord gives them, or those who have seen the light
and because thereof have wickedly turned against the
anointed of the Lord. Lucifer saw the light and deliber-
ately turned away from it hecause of his selfish ambition,
He hecame that Wicked One. Therefore the wicked with-
in the meaning of this propheey must bhe those who have
had some knowledge of the Lord and deliberately turned
against him and who go contrary to him and his truth.
The apostle warned the church against this very danger.
(R Peter 3:17) Those who hate instruction and ca-t
God’s Word away from them are designated as wicked.
—Psalm 50: 16-20.

42 The Scriptures declare that when the Lord comes to
his temple he first {ries the righteons and then metes
out judgment to the wicked. “The Lord is in his holy
temple, the T.ord’s throne is in heaven: his eyes behold,
his eyelids try, the children of men. The Lord trieth
the righteous: but the wicked, and him that loveth
violence, his soul hateth. Upon the wicked he shall rain
snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this
shall be the portion of their cup. For the righteous Lord
loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold the
upright.”—Psalm 11: 4-7.

IN SAFETY

48 Mo those who are taithful God, through his proph-
et, now says that ‘while others are turning, you who are
in the secret place of the Most High are in safety.
The wasting pestilence shall not injure you.” “Only
with thine eyes shalt thou behold, and see the reward
of the wicked.”—Verse 8.

By the eye visions are had. The faithful
see the judgments of the Lord and rejoice be-
cause they are right. They have nothing to do what-
soever with the judgment and punishment of the wicked.
That belorgs to God, who does it through his great
Priest. The Apostle Paul wrote: “The Lord shall judge
his people. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God.” (Hebrews 10: 30, 31) In this con-
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nection the apostle is speaking concerning those who
repudiate the Lord and the redemptive blood whereby
man is purchased and who do despite to the light that
came to them by the truth and through the holy spirit.
Such are they who turn away from the Lord. Their
course is that of the wicked.

3 Those in the secret place of the Most High can have
and do have a vision or understanding of these things,
and they have nothing more. Their safety is made
certain because they have made Jehovah their refuge and
the Most High their habitation. As long as such abide
in that place of security they are absolutely safe. Those
who continue to abide under the shadow of the Al-
mighty, in the secret place of the Most High, will con-
tinue to sound forth his praises. The importance of
faithful and joyful service to the Lord cannot be over-
stated. Each one in the secret place of the Most High is
in the temple class, and “in his temple doth every one
speak of his glory”.—Psalm 29:9.

(To be continued)

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

In whose interest does Jehovah act in carrying out his pur-
poses? What has been and is now the issue among man-
kind? Explain the object and method of Satan’s activity
in the earth. How has this activity affected humanity in
general and Christians particularly? What is the God-
eiven provision for the Christian’s safety? § 1-3.

Wihat duties and obligations are now laid upon those whom
the Lord has found faithful since he came to his tempic?
Upon what condition is the divine protection assured to
such? T 4, 5.

I or whose encouragement were the words of verse 4 of
this DI'sulm written? Why? Who are the workers of in-
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iquity? How only may the sincere follower of Christ
today be shielded from the injurious assaults of the en-
emies of righteousness? § 6-10.

What pleece of armor was used in olden times to protect
the vital organs of a soldier, and what is its syn}bohsm
as applied in the Scriptural description of the Christians’
warfare? What are some unmistakable marks that identify
the faithful Christian of today? T 11-14.

Describe the conditions prevalent among mankind in general
today. Amidst these conditions what is the portion of
those who constitute the remnant of God’s people upon
earth, and what course do they pursue? How is the true
Christian affected when he beholds manifestations of the
enemy’s rage? ¥ 15 18.

Define pestilence as used in Psalm 91. Who are particularly
affected by the pestilence, and why? § 19-24.

Cite some Scriptural examples of manifestations of fear
among those to whom the Lord gave opportunity to put
their trust in him. Is any provision made by God for
such? § 23. 26.

How long will the time of darkness upon earth continue?
Why has God preserved a record of the crporience of
I2lisha? Explain briefly what is meant by tho expression
“Rlisha work”; also when and how that work is done.
q 27-29.

Explain that portion of the Psalm which refer. to the “de-
struction that wasteth at neonday”™. May ihese who
recognize the danger avail themselves of protoction from
it, and how? T 30-35.

Verses 7 and 8 of this P’salm were written to and con-
cerning whom? Who is responsible for the clarified vision
of the truth which is now enjoyed by those who fear the
Lord? And why are these se¢ favored? Who and how
many have ‘fallen’, and why? ¢ 36-40.

Who is “that wicked one” and who are “the wicked”? What
action is taken by the Lord toward the righteous and
the wicked when he comes to his temple? § 41, 42,

The responsibility of judgment and punishment of the
wicked rests with whom? What is the portion and privi-
lege of those who are adjudged by the Lord as worthy
of his continued favor? § 43-43.

REVIEW

SEPTEMBER 25

“Jehovah has established his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.”—Psalm 107 19.

HE studies of the past quarter have brought us

I once again into contact with the early leaders of

Israel in the days of the setting up of the king-
dom of Israel. There is much varied instruction intended
in these Seripture records which we have studied. There
is that which was intended for the church of God in
the present day, when God should bring the faithful of
his people to see that he had started a kingdom by the
comung of his Son, and that these records were intended
to be treasure-stores of guidance for them.—See Ro-
mans 15: 4.

? Further, and most important to us, is that the
things done were illustrative of things to be done in the
days when God would establish his kingdom in the earth,
that they might the better do God’s work in this day.
Then also there are the lessons of life and conduct, for
guidance and instruction in all those things which fill
up the life and make the servant of God more profitable,
For though a willing heart and mind, and a desire to

serve God, are more to God and can be of gicuter service
to him than mere ability, yet all the history of the ways
of God with man shows that where there is full develop-
ment of life combined with willingness and loyalty to
God, such a one is a better servant. Good intention is
not in itself so valuable as educated good intention.

8 The lessons have given us great variety of illustra-
tion in these things. The first was of Saul, who was
chosen first king of Israel because Israel wanted to be
like their neighbors. Under Samuel they had been raised
from a very low condition of national life to a fairly
prosperous and united people, and that in the best pos-
sible way for them ; for they were brought back to favor
with God which through their carelessness and forget-
fulness they had lost.

* The destruction of Shiloh, when the ark was lost
and the priests were slain, was a terrible disaster to
Israel. God made no move to give them back that which
they had so carelessly lost; for the people were to blame
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for allowing so low a condition fo prevail in Israel.
God is never in a hurry to restore his own lost position
amongst his people; his ways on human reckoning are
surely slow in some things.

8 God now gave Israel a king according to their wish;
but the Prophet Hosea says that God gave them a king
‘in his anger’. (Hosea 13:11) The fact was that the
people were really rejecting Jehovah as their King. He
had wanted them to be unlike the nations, that the na-
tions might see a people who worshiped the God of
heaven and were being blessed by him, and that thus
the nations might have a light to guide them. Israel
in wishing to be like their neighbors were, however,
ignorantly countering God’s purpose. God gave them
Saul, and to aid him God gave Saul a heart to do the
unusual work to which the providences and purposes
of the Lord now called him.

¢ Saul lost out. He began to fecl himself important;
he became impatient of restraint: he would not wait
for God’s prophct when Samuel apparently delayed. He
did not discern that he was being tried as to whether or

not he would truly serve God. When commanded to.

destroy the Amalekites he took his own way of carrying
out God’s instruction through his prophet.

? Knowing that he must lose the kingdom to David,
Saul defied God by trying to kill David. His failure and
his sin were in large measure caused by his wilfulness,
urged on by jealousy. At last, going to the witch at
Endor for guidance and thus to the Devil, he became a
completed type of the leaders of a false Christendom who,
driven to darkness and at last cast off by both God and
men, seek light from wizards which only peep and
mutter. (See Isaiah 8:19.) When God gave Israel a
king Samuel thought that his work was done; but God
had much for him yet to do, and there is evidence that
he did much to guide David in the preparation of his
mind for the great work which he was to do when God
should take the kingdom from Saul.

8 Saul was a farmer’s son. David was the youngest
of eight sons of Jesse of Bethlehem and minded his
father’s sheep. He was chosen to be Israel’s king when
yet in early youth. He was a boy of spirit, and with a
great desire to serve the God of Israel. Through his
fight with Goliath he was brought into contact with
Saul. Saul soon came to see in David his successor to
the throne, for he was the brightest of Israel’s young
men ; and Saul then tried to kill him. David fled ; and
such was the condition of Saul’s kingdom that before
long there came to David hundreds of disaffected men.
He became leader of a band of 600 strong men.

® Saul now made war against David, and no doubt the
early verses of Psalm 27 describe some of his experiences.
David proved his loyalty to Jehovah by refraining, on
two occasions, from slaying Saul when Saul was en-
tirely in his power. Here was loyalty to God. There
was no hastening for the kingdom, no ambition but to
honor God. By his acts David put himself in a strange

e WATCH TOW ER

BrookLYN, N. Y.

light with his men—they would hardly understand his
leniency toward the man who sought his life. But Saul
was (tod’s anointed; hence David would preserve him
rather than hurt him.—Psalm 105: 15.

10Tt was not until Saul had run his sorry length, and
David had learned his lessons in faith and generalship,
that God’s time came for David to ascend the thre- -
of Israel. Even then his faith was tried; for at f
only the tribe of Judah made him king. God does try
his servants, but ever in their trial there is that which
enables them to ecarry on. David surely did not doubt
that he was to be king of all Tsrael; in this ease he knew
that the opposition was wrong and that they who were
opposing him were doing so contrary to the will of
God. Yet he was patient.

™ At last David became king of all Israel. His first
important act was to prepare a place on Mt. Zion (wh ch
he had taken from the Jebusites) for the ark, which was
yet in Kirjath-jearim. He proposed as soon as possible
to build it a glorious house. With grcat rejoicings,
though after a serious setback in the death of Uzzah,
the ark was set in its temporary home on Zion ; and God
then had an organization on Zion which would carry
out his purposes.

2 Though there is nothing out of time with God, y t
Israel then occupied only a small portion of the land
promised to Abraham. So David began a series of wars,
which made him and Israel master of all the countrics
which God had given to Abraham in his original prom-
ise. (Genesis 15:18) David thus represented God’s
kingdom being set up in power. But his work is a
picture of that which the great King of kings does (and
is now doing) in the earth, namely, that of breaking
down all those things which are in opposition or wouli
be hindrances to the establishment of righteousness on
earth. Thus after the ark was brought to Zion, the
truth of God was reestablished, and the covenant with
Abraham was established insofar as it related to the
land of inheritance.

13 After his wars David began to make plans for the
temple which, since he was a lad in the fields of Beth-
lehem, he had desired to build for the ark of God.
(Psalm 132:6) The Prophet Nathan encouraged him.
But God sent Nathan to say that he could not permit
his house, which was to represent peace, to be built by
a man of war. Yet God would honor David in his de-
sire, and would build #im a house. Then God gave David
a covenant of promise, saying that David should never
want a son to sit upon the throne of Israel.

14 David could not see the end of that promise and
how it would be fulfilled by The Christ. This promise
is like that which was given to Abraham, and which
was confirmed to him by God’s ocath, but which oath
Paul says was for the children of faith, that they might
have a sure hope. (See Hebrews 6:18.) This promise
to David of the heirship to the throne becomes to these
same faithful ones “the sure mercies of David”. (Isaiah
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55:3) God has made known to his faithful people not
only the fact that he is bringing to pass his covenant
made with Abraham; he has also shown them that he
is now setting up the throne of David. They now know
and proclaim that David’s great Son has returned from
heaven to set up the everlasting kingdom of God upon
earth,

15 The studies reminded us of the great blot in David’s
life; his sin in the matter of taking Bathcheba, Uriah’s
Canaanitish wife, and then in meanly trying to defraud
him and finally causing his death. David seemed to
have lost sight of what was right. Yet when in his
judicial capacity as king and supreme judge in Israel
Nathan the prophet put a case to him, David immediate-
ly ordered the death of the wrong-doer. Then said
Nathan to him, “Thou art the man!” David’s sin was
brought home to him. He acknowledged his wrong and
obtained forgiveness; but he was punished by the early
death of the son born to the union, and then by having
trouble of like kind thrust into his family.

18 The lesson for all is, “ILet him that thinketh he
standeth, take heed lest he fall.” (1 Corinthians 10:12)
Sin rarely attacks openly, and in it there is always that
which tends to blind the conmscience. The follower of
Christ is given the holy spirit, which sets him free from
the law of sin and death; but there is all the more
need to watch the motions of sin ag they may approach,
lest the law of liberty be transgressed. That God ac-
cepted David (and also Bathsheba) is shown by the fact
that Solomon, who was to be the son to build the house
of the Lord, was born of this union. The sin was great
because it also brought dishonor upon God; for David
was his representative. But the forgiveness was also
great. Jesus, the great Son of David, came through the
marriage with Bathsheba.

¥ Consequent upon the sentence that David should
have much trial, there came a period of much dissension
in his house. This was to be expected. Indeed, had his
family life been otherwise there would be reason for
thinking that the restraining hand of God had providen-
tially kept his family; for David had married many
wives and had sons strong in will, all reared in the
“rough and tumble” of a soldier’s home and life. It
may be presumed that God, to bring his sentence upon
David, did little more than remove restraint and let the
natural forces of evil work in David’s home. It has
been a surprise to many that young Solomon should have
been so fine a product of so evil an environment ; but it
is proper to presume that David paid special care to
the training of Solomon, and that both by God and by
his father, and also by his mother, who we may not
suppose was in any way a loose or unworthy woman,
Solomon was preserved from much evil.

1 David’s last days were blessed of God ; his heart was
set on the preparation for the building of the temple, and
surely that preparation included the preparing of Sol-
omon’s mind and heart as well as the actual building
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material. Solomon then came to the throne, when he
was ahout twenty years of age. He immediately showed
that he was a man of decision, and that he was de-
termined to destroy the elements of unrest which were
found in some of his father’s servants. After a short
time he went formally to Gibeon, where the tabernacle
was, to avow his allegiance and that of the people of
God.—1 Kings 3:4.

19 There in a dream, when God offered him the choice
of what he would have, Solomon made the great choice
of wisdom in preference to riches and honor and great-
ness in the sight of men. This enabled God to bless
him with riches and honor as well as with wisdom. Sol-
omon then devoted his wisdom and all he had to the
building of a magnificent temple for the ark and for
the service of God, according to the pattern which his
father had given him, and according to his own desire
of ornamentation.—1 Kings 3: 9.

0 God honored the temple by manifesting his glory
at its dedication, and the purport of the establishment
of the kingdom was now completed. God had a king
set upon his throne in peace, and a temple raised which
not only was to he for the service of Israel but was in
picture a house of prayer for all nations. Solomon,
however, indulged himself in his riches and lost the glory
of single-hearted service for God. There is no reason
for thinking that he became a profligate; for though
there is the record of his hundreds of wives and his many
more hundreds of concubines, the presumption is rather
that Solomon wished to live on a scale of magnificence,
and that he kept this great establishment in pursuit of
his extravagant ideas. The natural consequence, of
course, ensued. When he was about sixty his life was
worn out, and his kingdom was ready for disruption.
Then when Rehoboam his son was set upon the throne
the people refused to bear the heavy burdens of taxation
necessary to keep up such a costly and wasteful govern-
ment, and the kingdom was rent in twain,

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

Of what benefit to us are the records of the heginning of
the ancient kingdom of Israel? Why is such knowledge
important to the Christian at this time? § 1, 2.

‘Why did Israel desire a king? Why did God permit them
to lose the ark at Shiloh? What caused Saul's rejection,
and what does this teach us? § 3-7.

Why did Saul wage war on David, and how was this over-
ruled for David’s good? How did David manifest special
respect and loyalty to God at that time? § 8-10.

What did David do as soon as he hecame king? Why did
he wage war on other nations? Why was not the temple
built by him? What promise did God make to him? T 11-14.

‘What great blot rests upon David’s otherwise fine record,
and what lesson does this teach us? How did God manp-
ifest his forgiveness? Was Solomon given special care
and training by his father? ¥ 15-17.

What great decision did Solomon make that pleased the
Lord? How did God then greatly honor him? How did
Solomon later fall, and what happened to his kingdom
soon after his death? Y 18-20.



ELIJAH ON MOUNT CARMEL

——O0ctoBER 2—1 Kinaes 18——
“Choose you this day whom ye will serve.”—dJoshua 24 : 15.

downward ; for though he made pretense of wor-

ship Jeroboam had no love for Jehovah but was
merely serving selfish interests. He is known in the
Scriptures as Jeroboam the son of Nebat, “who made
Israel to sin.” In accordance with God’s word through
Ahijah he was not allowed to establish a dynasty, and
Israel soon became a prey to intrigue and rebellion.

2 After a period of abouty sixty years Ahab, son of
Omri, an army chief who had seized the throne, became
king. He was a man of some ability, and was not given
to violent impulses such as some of the kings of Israel
were ; but he had no regard for Jehovah. (1 Kings 16:
31) He married Jezebel of Tyre, a daughter of the
priest of Baal, a woman altogether unscrupulous and of
much greater spirit than he had as a man. Full of self-
will she soon assumed the ascendency in the power of
the throne. She determined to destroy the worship of
Jehovah and to establish in Israel the worship of Baal
and of Ashtoreth.

3 She succeeded ; Ahab being too weak to prevent her.
Not only were these idolatries abominations in the sight
of God because their worship dishonored his name, but
they were such as ought to have been considered so by
every clcan person., Baalism thus introduced into Israel
was established as the state religion, and prophets or
teachers of Baal were spread about in the land. Besides
these, Jezebel subsidized out of her own resources a
company of about 400 priests of Ashtoreth. The wor-
shipers of Jehovah dared hardly raise their heads.

+1f this thing were allowed in Israel it must surely
have brought the people to destruction; God could not
allow it and Israel be counted as his people. But it is
rarely God’s way to destroy evil as soon as it raises
its head, else the sharp lesson of experience would not
be learned. DBesides, God was using Israel as an ex-
ample; and the experience must be gone through so as
to make a lesson for the church in days to come, and
have it to be on record for as long as there should be
need to learn.

5 Apparently there was no priest in Israel who lifted
up his voice against the evil which was perpetrated by
the queen, and which apparently had the king’s consent ;
but on the other side of Jordan, in the land of Gilead,
there was a man who was much concerned about the
condition of things in Israel. HMe was a lover of Jehovah
the God of Israel, and he loved Jehovah’s people. He
foresaw the inevitable disaster which must come if this
thing were to continue. Led, without doubt, by the spirit
of God, and studying the words of the Lord as written
by Moses, he saw that God had threatened to. withhold
rain if the people were disloyal to the covenant which
they had entered into with him. (Deuteronomy 11:17)
This man was Elijah, the Tishbite.

THE course of the kingdom of Israel ran swiftly

¢ Elijah is introduced without any account of his birth
or antecedents, or any statement of his age. He took it
upon himself to pray that God’s word, spoken of what
he would do to Israel if they sinned, might be made
good ; he prayed that rain might be withheld. He was
sure about his course and he prayed earnestly; as he
prayed he truly believed God would hear his prayer, and
answer. 1t was for the honor of God, and purely out of
good desire for his people, that he prayed for this ap-
parently hurtful thing to come upon TIsrael; a trouble
which, in its nature, could not be short; for the lesson
could be learned only after the effects of a drought
would be experienced.

* The Apostle James says, “Elias was a man subject to
like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it
might not rain; and it rained not on the earth by the
space of three years and six months.” (James 5:17)
How long he prayed we may not know, but we know
that God used him for the purpose for which he prayed.
He was bidden to go to Ahab to tell him that there
would be no rain nor dew in Israel only according to
his word. (1 Kings 17:1) This was God’s way of re-
warding his service, it is a way God often takes; he sets
his servants to do that which shall bring about the answer
to their prayers. It is James who tells the length of
time during which rain was withheld.—James 5:17.

® God then sent Elijah to Ahab; for he would bring
Israel to a crisis. Ahab accused Elijah of being the
troubler of Israel. Elijah said that Jehovah had stopped
the rain. If Baal was the god of nature let him prove
himself by sending rain. This difference resolved into
a challenge between Elijah and the king. The king was
bidden to gather the prophets of Baal and of Ashtoreth.
A day and a place were chosen. Two altars should be
erected, one for Jehovah, one for Baal; and an offering
placed on each. He who was God should manifest him-
self by sending fire to consume the sacrifice.

°® The scene was set, the sacrifice for Baal prepared.
The 450 prophets of Baal called upon their god, but he
answered not. Elijah derided them. They cried the
louder; Elijah derided them the more. They eut them-
selves to appease and supplicate their god. Still there
was no response. Then at the time of evening sacrifice
Elijah prepared his offering. He gathered the stones
for his altar and then called for water from a spring
nearby, which had not yet failed. He drenched the
sacrifice which he had prepared, and then called upon
Jehovah to vindicate his name. The response was im-
mediate. Fire came from heaven and not only consumed
the sacrifice but burnt up the altar, and licked up the
water which lay about.

10 When the people saw the manifestation of Jehovah
they fell on their faces and cried, “Jehovah, he is the
God ; Jehovah, he is the God.” (1 Kings 18:39) Elijah
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made immediate use of the occasion. He called upon the
people to arrest the prophets of Baal and to see that
not one of them escaped. The people responded to his
call, and Elijah led them down the hill to the brook
Kishon and slew them there. He has been charged with
savagery in this action; but he was carrying out the
law of his God which the people themselves ought to
have done. The law of Moses explicitly said that such
false prophets as these should be put to death in order
that evil might be put out of the midst of Israel, and
they had spoken that which was revolt against the Lord.
—See Deuteronomy 13: 5, margin.

11 The account does not say that the prophets of the
“groves” (of Ashtoreth) were slain; but as they were
to be called to Mt. Carmel it is probable that Elijah
made as complete a work of the destruction of this
abomination as was possible, and that the 450 prophets
of Baal and also the 400 prophets of Ashtoreth were
glain at that time. (1 Kings 18:19, 20, 40) The king
watched the destruction of the prophets.

2 Now Elijah bade the king to go up from the valley
and eat and drink, for there was the sound of the noise
of rain. The king went up from the valley; but Elijah
went to the top of Carmel and, casting himself upon
the earth, sat with his face between his knees. Now he
bade his servant go still higher to look toward the sea.
By this time the sun would be setting; for it was not
until the time of evening sacrifice that Elijah had
prayed and God had manifested his answer. The servant
discerned nothing and returned. This happened until
the seventh time, when the servant reported that a lit-
tle cloud, like a man’s hand, was arising from the sea.

8 Flijah now bade the servant go to Ahab and tell
him to prepare his chariot for Jezreel ; for the rain was
about to come. The heavens grew black with clouds,
and there was a great rain. Now the power of the Lord
came upon Xlijah and, despite the strenuous day, he
girded himself and ran before Ahab’s chariot to the
entrance of Jezreel, a distance of sixteen miles.

** Undoubtedly Elijah was led of the Lord to have
the test by fire. Had the test been as to which party
should get a response from heaven in the form of rain,
had rain been the burden of the prayed, the answer would
not have been sufficient; for if rain had come in re-
gponse to Elijah’s prayer the Baalites would have said
that, though delayed, it had come in answer to theirs.
But there was the terrible work of slaying to be done,
and the drenching rain would almost surely have pre-
vented that.

157t is to be noted that the Old Testament does not
say that Elijah prayed that there might not be rain in
Israel ; nor does it state that he prayed for rain after the
decision of Israel had been made. It is James who tells
of these prayers. (See James 5:17, 18.) God, who
had heard the cry of his servant when he had asked
for a dearth, and who had authorized him to say that
there should be no rain only according to his word, would
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not send rain until the prophet prayed forit;and Llijah
would not pray for rain unless the prophets of Baal
had been slain.

16 This, the most dramatic scene recorded in the old
Testament Scriptures, is not merely a record of a crisis
in Israel and of a climax brought about in the providence
of God, but is, like all other events of Scripture, a pic-
ture of things to come. It is not difficult to see what
this picture represents. The kingdom of Israel under
Ahab and Jezebel is a fitting representative picture of
the great systerhs of organized religion which have pro-
fessed to serve and represent God, but which, as the
Scriptures show, have in spirit been as far from the
worship of God as Baalism was.

17 The Revelator shows Jezebel as holding sway over
the false churches. (Revelation 2:20) Baalism was the
worship of the powers of nature, and was therefore a
denial that Jehovah was God. Like all other idolatries
it degraded its worshipers, though it and the worship
of Ashtoreth were unusually degrading. It was there-
fore in each aspeet, both Godward and manward, an
abomination to Jehovah.

18 Tt comes as a shock to the many earnest supporters
of organized religion that it in God’s sight is as the
worship of Baal. Organized religion, because it worships
and works without any respect to the fact that God gave
his holy spirit to his church, the real quickener of all
frue effart, and seeks to do its work by the strength
of its own resources, trusting to its own force, its or-
ganization, its money, and the good-will of those who
serve, is really a human arrangement professing the
worship of God.

¥ In all this it corresponds to Baalism, because it
ignores the will of God; being guided neither by true
worship, nor by the Word of God, nor by the spirit of
God. In its progress through the centuries it culminates
in defiance of God, and God has no alternative but to
destroy it from the face of the earth. That time has
come; and there must be a swift decision made as to
whether Jehovah is God, who will bring his kingdom
to earth, or whether that kingdom is to be established
by human effort or force under the name of organized
religion.

20 In the fulfilment of this picture, God has not raised
up any special servant or company of servants to pray
that there might be dearth throughout organized re-
ligion; but this in symbol has been done in God’s own
way, as is shown by the Revelator (chapter 11:6) ; the
Word of God itself has been witnessing against the
idolatry of organized religion. The facts concerning ee-
clesiasticism, in whatever form it has been manifested,
prove that all its systems have suffered from drought;
there is an entire absence of the blessing of heaven upon
them.

# Now the time has come for the people of God to
place themselves absolutely at his disposal, to witness
for him that Jehovah is God. For though God has
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had his Elijah class now for many years witnessing to
this fact, it is none the less true that there is still
much of this work to be done. There are many Chris-
tians who have allowed themselves to be misled by the
false prophets of Baal. It could not be improper for
those who have the knowledge of present truth to pray
that the realization of a famine of truth should be
realized by those who make profession of being the peo-
ple of God, but who do not speak his praise.

22 God’s witnesses now stand for him to declare the
power of his name. These call upon all who profess to
serve God to give to him the honor due to his name,
They also {ell to all who will hear that it is God’s pur-
pose to establish righteousness and the simplicity of wor-
ship in the earth, and to destroy from the face of the
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earth everything which is contrary to his glory and to
good-will among men.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

Why is Jeroboam referred to as the one “who made Israel
to sin”’? Who were Ahab and Jezebel, and what abomina-
tion did the latter set up in Israel? § 1-5.

Who was Elijah, and why did he pray for drought? What
does James tell us concerning him? What proposal did
Elijah make to the king, and how was it carried out? § 6-9.

What then became of the false prophets in Israel, and why
were they thus dealt with? Give the details concerning
the ending of the drought. § 10-13.

Why would not rain have been sufficient vindication of
Jehovah, without the test by fire? How do we know that
Elijah prayed for rain after the false prophets were
slain? ¥ 14, 15.

Who or what is represented by Jezebel and by the false
prophets, and why? ¥ 16-19.

Whom does Tlijah represent, and how has his prayer for
rain been fulfilled on a larger scale? What is represented
by his slaying of the prophets of Baal? T 20-22.

The spacious firmament on high,

With all the blue, ethereal sky,

And spangled heavens, a shining frame,
Their great Original proclaim.

The unwearied sun, from day to day,
Does his Creator’s power display;

And publishes to every land

The work of an Almighty hand.

Soon as the evening shades prevail,

The moon iakes up the wondrous tale
And nightly, to the listening earth,
Repeats the story of her birth;

While all the stars that ’round her burn,
And all the planets in their turn,
Confirm the tidings as they roll,

And spread the truth from pole to pole.

IN REGARD TO CEREMONIES

BROTHER in one of the larger classes in
A Europe addresses a letter to the president of the

Society and propounds the questions hereinafter
set out and requests answers to be given in The Watch
Tower. The questions are numbered and the answer fol-
lows each one:

(1) Do you consider it a wise and proper course for
an executive committee of elders to advise the rest of the
elders to attend the memorial dressed as if for a funeral ?

Answer: 1 would consider it very unwise for the
executive committee to advise the elders to attend a
memorial dressed as for a funeral. There is nothing in
the Scriptures that designates what kind of garb an
elder shall wear different from a deacon or any other
member, Frock coats and other corresponding garb
originated with ecclesiastics; and many of us in present
truth brought along some of these unwise things when
we came out of Babylon. An elder should be dressed
decently, of course, but whether his coat is long or short
is wholly immaterial.

(2) Is the following method of conducting memorial
a proper one and what method is employed at head-
quarters? Flders mostly clad in ecclesiastical garments
file on to platform from opposite ends, carrying the bread
and wine in procession. After hymn, prayer and address,
elders proceed to serve themselves, and afterwards file
off the platform into the body of hall and serve the con-
gregation.

Answer: The manner designated in your question is
not only ecclesiastical, but in my judgment it is unrea-

sonable and does not reflect the proper spirit of Chris-
tians. A memorial should be conducted in a dignified
manner, of course. It would be entirely proper for the
emblems to be placed on the platform on a table. The
leader of the meeting should give a brief discourse on
the significance of the memorial, and have two other
brethren sit on the platform with him; and at the con-
clusion of the discourse, one of these might be requested
to ask the blessing on the bread. Then let the leader
hand the bread to the elders to distribute amongst the
congregation. After the congregation has partaken of
the bread, all the elders should be seated, and two of
the elders serve the other elders, and then the two serve
each other. Then the other brother on the platform may
be requested to ask the blessing on the wine. The con-
gregation then may be served by elders selected for that
purpose, and they in turn served by two of the elders
as above suggested. And then the congregation should
sing a hymn and quietly withdraw. Instead of the elders
serving themselves it would seem that they would more
properly reflect their office as servants by first serving
the congregation and then themselves. Our Lord even
washed the feet of the disciples, and it would be well
if the elders would follow his example in the matter of
service.

(3) Is it true, if the matter is not too personal, that
after the London convention you said that the friends
had taken too much out of what you said about sancti-
moniousness and frock coats, and that you bought and
presented frock coats to those at the London Taber-
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nacle? The reason why question is asked is that a rumor
has been circulated by an elder to this effect.

Answer: It is not true as above stated. I meant what
I said at the convention, and made no retraction of any
part of it afterwards. I never at any time bought and
presented a frock coat to anyone at the London head-
quarters. In my judgment if the brethren would give
more attention to serving the Lord and less to material
things, they would get on better.
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(4) Is it wrong when giving testimony at a testimony
meeting to include a word of exhortion and warning
enthusiastically supporting what appears in The Watch
Tower and Year Book?

Answer: Testimonies should be along the line of bless-
ings that one personally has received from serving the
Lord and of his appreciation of the Lord in harmony
with the text under consideration. They should be in-
tended to be helpful to those who hear.

AN INTERESTING QUESTION

16: 3, which reads: “Commit thy works unto

QUESTION: What is the meaning of Proverbs
the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established”?

Axswer: The word “works” as used in this text
means one’s business activity or occupation. All hu-
man beings, except the sloth or sluggard, are engaged in
something. The sloth or sluggard is a waster of time and
opportunities. All others are occupied in some kind
of work. It follows then that the active, sensible person
will be occupied with something of importance. It will
be either the Lord’s work or something contrary to the
Lord’s work. A man will set his heart upon the thing
that he is intensely engaged in doing. The heart sym-
bolicallv means the motive that governs one’s actions.
If a man sets his heart upon gaining fame amongst
the people, he will find himself busily engaged in doing
those things that would tend to bring him fame. If his
heart’s desire is to be wealthy, he seeks a line of em-
plovment that will tend to bring him wealth. If his
heart is set upon pleasing the Lord, he will seck to know
and to do those things that are pleasing to the Lord.

Knowing the natural tendency of man the proverb
advises: “Commit thy works unto the Lord.” That is
to say, let your occupation or business activity be unto
the Lord and seek to know and to do what the Lord
would have vou do. Then he adds: If you do this
“thy thoughts shall be established,” which means they
will be fixed and stable. Some have difficulty in con-
centrating thought upon things that are pure and right.
These find their minds wandering from one thing to
another and without profit. Here is the remedy which
such should adopt, to wit, Busy yourself in the Lord’s
work and he will fix your thoughts and make them
stable. A man finds himself constantly thinking of that
which he is intensely interested in. Now the one who is
consecrated and devoted to the Lord sees that the king-
dom is here. His work is to do the will of God. He
must ascertain what is the will of God. He uses his
mind to search out the truth of God’s Word and thereby
ascertain God’s will. Thus finding he must be obedient
to the will of Ged and must do with his might what his
hands find to do.

What is the will of God concerning the Christian
at this time? Jehovah says: “Ye are my witnesses, that
I am God.” (Isaiah 43:10, 12) Jesus, in corroboration
of this, says: “This gospel of the kingdom must be
preached to all nations for a witness, and then shall
the end come’ (Matthew 24:14) Again says the
Master: ‘If you love me, you will keep my eommand-
ments” These and other scriptures in harmony there-
with show that the business of the Christian at the
present time is to represent the Lord on every oppor-
tunity and tell the good news to the people that the
King has come, that his kingdom is here, that Jehovah
Is God, and that he has set Christ upon his throne as
King, and bids all to be obedient to him.

In order to enable the Christian to do this the Lord
has provided the radio as a most marvelous means of
spreading the message of truth ; he has provided printing
presses and book-binding machines with which to make
books for the people to read; and he has opcned the
way for the Christians to carry the m-ssage of truth to
the people. Every consecrated one therefore who com-
mits his works or occupation or energies to the Lord will
have his thoughts thoroughly fixed and will find much
Joy in performing the duties that the Lord has laid
upon him. The one who claims to be consecrated to the
Lord and docs not occupy himself or herself in the Lord’s
work as opportnnity affords, but spends time in gossip-
ing and speaking evil of others, is certain to have his
thoughts fixed by the Devil in the wrong way, and be
easily turned out of the true way.

Activity in the Lord’s service as every opportunity
affords is one of the greatest safeguards to the Christian
in these times of peril. Times are perilous because the
adversary is making war against all Christians, attempt-
ing to destroy them. But he who is industriously put-
ting forth his efforts in the Lord’s service has the full
assurance that the Lord will protect him, because God
has said to such through his prophet that he will cover
thera with his hand or power of protection.—Isa. 51: 16.
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