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THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published by the WarcH Tower BiBLE AND TrAacCT SOCIETY for the purpose of
aiding the people to understand the divineplan. It provides systematic Bible study in which
all its readers may regularly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible

classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives the reports thereof. The Inter-
national Sunday School lessons are treated in harmony with the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed Word of Truth. It stands firmly upon the
great ransom sacrifice as the fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It is
free from parties, sects, and creeds of men. It does not assume a dogmatie attitude, but confident-
ly invites a careful examination of its utterancesin the light of the infallible Word of God. It
does not indulge in controversies, and its columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting;
that the I.ogos was the beginning of his creation; that the
Logos became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ
in glory, clothed with all power in heaven and earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wil-
fully disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that
by reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners
and without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life
a sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price;
that Jesus the divine arose from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as
the redemptive price for man,

THAT for many centuries God, through Christ, has been

selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of
the church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ
Jesus, grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and
plan of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ
Jesus in his heavenly kingdom ; that Christ. Head and body,
constitutes the “seed of Abraham” through which all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus has
returned and is now present ; that Jehovah has placed Christ
Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations and
peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE HOPE of the peoples of earth is restoration
to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that the
reign of Christ will afford opportunity to every man to
have a fair trial for life and those who obey will live on
earth for ever in a state of happiness.
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TORONTO CONVENTION

If the Lord opens the way for you to attend the conven-
tion this year, do so. It will be a blessing 10 you. (Hebrews
10:25) To go may entail upon you some financial burden,
but the Lord will make it up to you in some other way.

The brethren are coming from many parts of the earth.
You will be glad to see and encourage one another. You
will be better equipped for the service in the days that are
to follow. There will not be many more conventions on
earth. Each one further prepares the anointed for the gen-
eral assembly of the first-born. Arrange your vacations
suitable to attend the Toronto convention July 18th to 26th.

For rooming accommodations address the Convention
Committee, 38-40 Irwin Ave., Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada.

VACATION

T'he Socrery, following its usual custom of giving a two
weeks vacation to all the office and factory force, has ar-
ranged for the vacation for this year to begin July 16th and
end July 30th. During that period of time will be the
International Convention at Toronto. During the convention
the office, factory and home will be closed, only a guard be-
ing left in charge. In ordering books and literature please
have in mind the convention period, during which the oilice
will be closed.

SERVICE WEEK

The Lord heretofore has blessed the efforts put forth by
the friends annually, in engaging in one week of special
service. August 28th to Septeinber 5th is set aside this year
for Service Week. Notice is given now that the classes
everywhere may make their arrangements so that they can
devote as much time as possible during that week to service.
Service directors will please make special arrangements for
canvassing parties during that period. The Service Week
as observed this year will close on Labor Day; and that
should be made a special drive day, concluding with a
testimony meeting on the evening of September 5th, This
matter should be kept before the Lord that we may have
his blessing.

CONVENTION AT SEDALIA

The Missouri State Fair will be in session at Sedalia,
Mo., August 21st to 28th. This being an opportune time for
a convention of the Bible Students, arrangements have been
made to hold such a convention there August 21st to 24th.
Brother Macm:llan will be the chief speaker and will address
the public, and there will be other visiting pilgrims. All
the surrounding classes are invited to cooperate with Sedalia
in arranging for this convention, especially for the Servica
Day.
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THE FIRST RESURRECTION

“Behold, I shew you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and
we shall be changed.”—1 Corinthians 15: 51, 52.

rection. In Revelation 20: 6 it is called “the first

resurrection” because it is the resurrection of The
Christ, both Head and body members thereof. None
other will ever receive immortality and be immune from
the second death. This resurrection therefore is the
first in that it is of primary importance, and first in
that it is the earliest in time.

2 No one can have a part in that first resurrection ex-
ccpt Christ Jesus and his body members. Hence every
one else must be excluded from consideration. The
great company class of course has no part in it, because
not a part of The Christ. The inspired apostle limits
that resurrection to The Christ when he says: “This
mortal must put on immortelity.” (1 Corinthians 15:
54) The reference is to that class of Christians who
patiently continue in well doing, seeking for glory,
honor and immortality, and who are faithful even unto
death.—Romans 2: 7; Revelation 2:10.

8 Not all the members of the body of Christ will be
resurrected at the same time. That conclusion is war-
ranted by the words of the apostle when he says: “Be-
hold, I shew you a secret: We shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed.” This language shows two
separate divisions of the same class; that is to say, one
part of those who participate in the first resurrection
sleep and are awakened out of the sleep of death, and
another part or division of those who have part in the
first resurrection do not sleep in death but are changed
instantly from human to divine nature.

¢ In our text the apostle indicates that those who have
slept in death shall be raised first, and that thereafter
comes the change of those who are on the earth at the
time of the Lord’s presence. In this same epistle he
has shown that the resurrection of the sleeping saints
does not take place until the coming of the Lord. The
word “coming” here used means at or during his pres-
ence. To here consider some texts relating to the second
coming of the Lord may throw some light upon the
time of the resurrection,

IN THIS text the apostle discussed the first resur-

HIS COMING

®The presence of the Lord has been difficult to ex-
plain and to clearly understand. Many have labored
under the impression that the Lord Jesus must be bodi-
ly in the very vicinity of the earth in order to be present.
Such a conclusion is unreasonable. Distance is no hin-
drance to the Lord. He could be in the Pleiades and
at the same time direct the affairs of earth as well as
he could if he were on the immediate surface of the
earth.

¢ We understand that the presence of the Lord began
to be made manifest about 1874, that he took his great
power and began his reign in 1914, and that he came
to his temple in 1918. Some one in his confusion has
inquired: “Did the Lord come to the earth in 1874 and
then go back and come again in 1914, and then go back
to heaven and come again in 1918, and then go back to
heaven to come again at the final overthrow of Satan’s
organization ?” Surely not. There would be no necessity
for such a procedure.

"The Scriptures bear ount the following conclusion,
to wit: that Jesus Christ, when he had finished his
sacrifice and ascended on high, sat down on the right
hand of Jehovah God, and from that time forward waited
until the time when the enemy should be made his
footstool. (Hebrews 10:12,13; Psalm 110:1) From

“the time of his resurrection the world belonged to the

Lord Jesus Christ, but the time for him to take posses-
sion was a long time in the future. He must wait until
God’s due time, and that due time would be at the end
of the Gentile Times or “end of the world”.

8 Prior thereto it was the will of God that Jesus
Christ should do a work of preparation. That work
included gathering together the saints on earth who had
made a covenant with Jehovah by sacrifice and restoring
to them the fundamental truths which had long been hid
from them. That marked the beginning of the time of
restitution. (Psalm 50:5; Matthew 17:11) Now the
Scriptures show that our Lord’s presence began about
1874. That was when he began to give his attention
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to preparing the saints and restoring to them the truth,
and also preparing to oust the Devil. While doing this
work the Lord Jesus is still at the right hand of Jeho-
vah God, and at the same time he is present in the
carth, because directing the things of his church on
carth as above stated.

® 'rom the time shortly following 1874 forward the
truly consccrated, begotten and anointed ones, could
discern the presence of the Lord. The word translated
“coming”, from the Greek word parousia, means pres-
cnce. His presence when once begun continues without
interruption. It means that from that time forward
he ig giving his attention to things pertaining to his
church and kingdom, as these things have to do with
the saints on the earth.

10 The question which Jesus’ disciples propounded to
him was: “What shall be the sign of thy presence, and
of the end of the world ?” (Matthew 24:3) The end of
the world came in 1914. Jesus was then present and
had been present since 1874. The anointed had dis-
cerned his presence for several years prior to 1914, but
with 1914 there began to transpire such things as mani-
fested his presence to others aside from the anointed.
The World War and attending circumstances enabled
all who read the Scriptures and believed them to see the
presence of the Lord. That time is represented by the
Greek word epiphania, which is properly translated in
the Scriptures “appearing”. Thus from 1914 forward
another and different class of people were able to un-
derstand his presence who had not previously, and who
could not previously, understand.

11 Stated in another way: Jesus was present but un-
observed by all except the spiritually minded from 1874
forward. Later, to wit, 1914, his presence began to be
made known or manifest, by the physical facts, to all
who gave attention to prophecy, but not to scoffers and
unbelievers. Then the outward manifestation of his
presence continued to increase or progress, and will con-
tinue until the complete uncovering [apokalupsis], when
all shall sec him. That uncovering or complete reveal-
ment of his presence will take place during the great
time of trouble.

12 The title of the Book of Revelation is translated
from the Greek apokalupsis, which means to reveal ; and
this revelation of the Lord to all mankind takes place
in the great time of trouble, as it is written: “Behold,
he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and
they also which picrced him: and all kindreds of the
earth shall wail because of him.”—Revelation 1:7.

13Tt is during the presence [parousia], and during
a wider manifestation of his presence or appearing
[epiphania], that a greater number discern the Lord’s
presence; and it is during his parousia and epiphania
that the Devil’s organization is to be destroyed in the
great time of trouble. This is clearly shown by the words
of the apostle: “Then shall that Wicked [Devil’s or-
ganization] be :evealed, whom the Lord shall consume
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with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness [epiphania or shining forth] of his coming
[parousia or presence].” (2 Thessalonians 2:8) There
are not three phases of the Lord’s presence, as some have
erroneously stated; but the presence of the Lord, be-
ginning at a time certain, continues to be made known
to other classes of people until all shall know it; and
these progressive steps are as follows: parousia, epipha-
nia and apokalupsis. It would not be necessary for the
Lord to be actually near the earth during any of these
manifestations.

1 Other scriptures heretofore examined on this sub-
ject show that the resurrection of the sleeping saints
must take place during the presence of the Lord and
after the Lord has taken his power and therefore during
the time of his appearing [epiphania], or wider mani-
festation of his presence. This latter period began with
the World War in 1914. It follows then that 1914 marks
the beginning of the period of time which the Apostle
Paul mentions as “that day”. It does not mark, however,
the end of that day. The Apostle Paul said: “There
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day;
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love
his appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8) While “that day”
began in 1914, it does not at all follow that the resur-
rection of the slecping saints took place at the beginning
or even during 1914.

FIRST IN ORDER

15 The Scriptures leave no doubt concerning the order
of the resurrection. During the presence of the Lord
soine of the saints are asleep in Christ Jesus, while
others remain alive on the earth. The sleeping or dead
ones must be resurrected first, and then thereafter those
who remain on the earth will be changed instantly into
the likeness of the Lord., The apostle’s words make it
clear that this is the order of the resurrection, when he
wrote: “For this we say unto you by the word of the
Lord, that we which are alive, and remain unto the
coming of the Lord, shall not prevent them which are
asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first: then we which are alive and remain, shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so chall we ever be with the Lord.”—
1 Thessalonians 4: 15-17.

1¢In the above text the word “descend” would not
necessarily mean that Christ Jesus must take a flight
from heaven to earth. The word, as shown by lexicog-
raphers, is often used in a figurative sense; and it
appears to be used figuratively here. It can therefore
properly be understood as meaning that at this particu-
lar time mentioned the Lord specially directs his actions
to things on the earth, which is below hecaven, and at
the same time he himself may remain in heaven. This
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scripture says that he comes with a shout, which word
according to the weight of authority means “a com-
mand”, such as is given by a general or marshal of an
army. We should understand this then to mean a com-
mand of the great General of Jehovah God, in command
of the hosts of Jehovah.

¥ The Scriptures show that Jesus must remain at
the right hand of Jehovah, inactive as against Satan’s
organization until a time certain. Then he goes forth
at Jehovah’s direction. This makes it certain that the
Lord Jesus Christ would not give the “shout” or com-
mand mentioned by the Apostle Paul until the time
when he is sent forth at the end of the period of wait-
ing. (Psalm 110:1,2) The end of that period of wait-
ing was at “the end of the world”, in 1914.

Tt is also reasonable that this military command
concerning things pertaining to the earth would be
given when the fight between Christ and the Devil had
ended, and after the Devil was expelled from heaven.
Concerning this fight in which Satan was cast out of
heaven it is written in Revelation: “And I heard a
loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power
of his Christ.” (Revelation 12:10) This would seem
to fix the time when the shout or the command is given
by the Lord. It is the voice or command of the arrh-
angel, which shows thercfore that it is the command of
him who is now in supreme authority.

1 The words used by St. Paul, namely, “shout,”
“archangel” and “trump of God”, show that the com-
mand is given by him who is in absolute authority and
who is in action as the Iixccutive Officer of the great
Jehovah God; and therefore the text locates the time
of the beginning of his active authority in 1914, at the
end of the world. The apostle says that this shout or
command first takes place, and thereafter the dead shall
rise. It follows therefore that the resurrection of the
sleeping saints took place some time after 191t

20 The statement of the inspired witness is that later
“the remnant”, or those who remain alive after the
resurrection of the sleeping saints, will be caught up
together with those who have been previously resur-
rected and who are with the Lord. The words “caught
up together” prove that a number of the saints consti-
tuting the remnant will be changed at one and the same
time. But at what time?

2t The Dracrort rendering of this text is that the
remnant, or those who remain over, “shall be ecaught
away in the clouds.” Clouds are symbols of trouble;
and since other scriptures show that some of the rem-
nant while in the flesh will see at least the beginning
of Armageddon, that would indicate that the completion
of the first resurrection will take place during the battle
of Armageddon or the great time of trouble. That will
be the time when the glorious Lord will be leading the
hosts of Jehovah in the final assault upon the Devil’s
organization. In this trouble, represented by “the
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clouds”, the remnant will be caught up to meet the
Lord; so shall they be for ever with him.

22 Rotherham’s rendering of this text supports the
foregoing conclusions, It reads: “Because the Lord him-
self, with a word of command, with a chief-messenger’s
voice and with a trumpet of God shall descend from
heaven,~—and the dead in Christ shall rise first, after
that we the living who are left together with them shall
be caught away in clouds to meet the Lord in the air;
—and thus evermore with the Lord shall we be!” (1
Thessalonians 4:16,17) This shout, command or
trumpet call evidently followed the victory of Christ
over the Devil, when the Devil was cast onto the earth.

2 Without a question of a doubt there is a lapse of
time between the event of the resurrection of the sleep-
ing saints and the change of those who remain on the
earth and who constitute the remnant. That period of
time begins with the authoritative shout or command
from heaven given by the Lord, and ends with Arma-
geddon. It must be borne in mind, however, that within
that period of time, to wit, after the resurrection of the
slecping saints and until the completion of the first
resurrection, all who die faithful experience their change
from mortality to immortality “in a moment” and do
not sleep in death. This is the mystery or seeret about
which the apostle speaks when he says: “We shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed.”—1 Corinthians
15:51, 52.

24 \What could be the purpose of the Lord in awaken-
ing the sleeping saints and then some time thereafter
giving the remnant their resurrection change? Mani-
festly one purpose is that during the time that clapses
between the awakening of the sleeping saints and the
change of the remnant God would have a special witness
given to his name amongst the nations of the carth, and
the remnant must give that witness. This latter work
or witness is the Elisha work of the church.

HIS TEMPLE

% The ancinted and faithful ones constitute the tem-
ple of God. (1 Corinthians 3:16,17; 2 Corinthians 6:
16 ; Ephesians 2:18-23; 1 Peter 2:5) Such of course
include beth the sleeping saints and the faithful ones
who afterwards have their instantancous change. When
Jesus was about to he taken away he caid to his disciples:
“And if T go and prepare a place for vou, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also.”—John 14: 3.

¢ Jesus went to hecaven to prepare a place for his
saints. It would seem reasonable that the Lord would
complete such preparation before he would come for
those who would make up the temple class. The sleeping
saints are a part of the temple class. Surely the prep-
aration promised would include the clearing of the
Devil out from heaven, since Christ begins his reign by
taking possession of heaven and ousting the Devil. In
view of the language of the Master and his disciples,
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it would hardly scem that he would awaken the sleeping
saints until this preparatory work was completed.

27 Tf that reasoning is correct then the resurrection
of the sleeping saints would not take place until after
the Devil is expelled from heaven. Through his holy
prophet God declared that his beloved One should do a
preparatory work, and that then he shall suddenly come
to his temple. (Malachi 8:1) If this preparatory work
spoken of includes the expelling of Satan from heaven,
then it would be reasonable to conclude also that the next
step would be to awaken the sleeping sainis in order
that the temple of God might be established.

22 Tyr WATcH TOoWER of August 1st, 1926, submits
Scriptural proof showing that the Lord came to his
temple in 1918. This fact, however, was not known to
the saiuts on earth until some time theveafter. Seeing
now that the temple of the Lord is made up of the
saints, including those who slept and those who do not
sleep, and that the Lord came to his temple in 1918,
would not the fact of his coming to the temple at that
date fix approximately the time of the resurrection of
the sleeping saints? The Lord comes to his temple be-
fore the great witness to Jehovah’s name is given. It
follows then that the temple of God was brought fo-
gether in 1918, and that that marks the time of the
resurrection of the sleeping saints. It is written: “When
the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his
glory.”—Psalm 102: 16.

29 The building up of Zion undoubtedly means the
Tord’s coming to his temple. That marks the time of
his glorious appearing. In this connection let us con-
sider the words of the apostle: “Looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ.” (Titus 2:13) Neither Jeho-
vah nor Jesus is on the earth, yet the apostle says that he
is looking for their glorious appearing. The word “appear-
ing” here is from epiphania, which means the glorious
shining forth or manifestation of the Lord’s presence.
The blessed hope of the apostle was that he might have
a part in the first resurrection, because he so says.
(Philippians 8:11) In his statement in the epistle to
Titus he seems to fix the time when that hope would
be realized; to wit, at the glorious appearing of the
Lord, which takes place at the time the Lord comes to
his temple in 1918.—Psalm 50: 2.

FOR JUDGMENT

30 The Scriptural authority is conclusive that the Lord
comes to his temple for the purpose of judgment. (Mala-
chi 3:1-3; Matthew 25:19,21) Such judgment must
begin at the house of God. (1 Peter 4:17) It is after
the time when “the nations were angry” that the time
comes for “the dead, that they should be judged”.
{Revelation 11:18) With this thought in mind note
the words of the Apostle Paul: “[He] shall judge the
living and the dead at his appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:1)
The word here rendered “appearing” does not mean his
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coming ; but it means that while the Lord is present,
and at the time of his shining forth or clearer manifesta-
tation of his presence, that judgment begins.

# The sleeping saints must be first raised. Their
raising up constitutes their final judgment, because it
is the awarding to them of the prize for which the apos-
tle declared he was running. It is the time of the reali-
zation of the blessed hope spoken of by the Apostle Paul,
because it marks the time when the sleeping saints' come
into their everlasting portion. If the Lord came to his
temple in 1918, and came for the purpose of judgment,
and began the judgment of the saints first, that would
be a strong and persuasive argument that the awakening
of the sleeping saints took place in 1918 or thereabouts.

THE BLESSED ONES

2 Another text bearing upon the time of the resur-
rection reads: “And I heard a voice from heaven, saying
unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they
may rest from their labours; and their works do follow
them.” (Revelation 14:18) This scripture says: “Blessed
are the dead which die.” How is it possible for one who
is dead to die?

# For example, and to aid in the answering of the
question, we shall name one Faithful. When Faithful
learned of God’s provision for salvation through Christ
he made a full and complete consecration to do the will
of God. Then God justified him. That justification gave
Faithful the right to live as a man. God justified him
in order to make him acceptable, and then accepted him
as a part of the sacrifice of his beloved Son. At the
same time Jehovah begot him to the divine nature. From
the time that Faithful was justified he had the right to
live as a man; but when he was accepted as a part of
the sacrifice of Jesus, and begotten to the divine nature,
his right to live as a man ceased; therefore as a man
he was dead. Concerning this it is written: “For ye
are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.”—
Colossians 3: 3.

34 Faithful is now a new creature, but he must actu-
ally go into death in order to have part in the first resur-
rection. Then the instantaneous change will constitute the
death of the human and the immecdiate life of the divine.
As a new creature Faithful is in Christ, and if he con-
tinues loyal and obedient unto death he dies in Christ.
All faithful Christians who die between the time of
Pentecost and the beginning of the resurrection during
the presence of the Lord must sleep in death. But the
Scriptures, in Revelation 14: 13, state that a time would
come when some saints who die in the Lord would be
blessed. When that time is reached then would be true
the saying: From henceforth “blessed are the dead who
die in the Lord”. The reason why they are called
“blessed” is that they do not sleep in death but receive
their change instantaneously, “in the twinkling of an
eye”
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85 All the faithful ones at that time will be working,
and will continue to work until the time of their glorious
change. That change, being instantaneous, will not stop
them from working; but their work will no longer be
laborious. While in the flesh the true saints doing ser-
vice in the name of the Lord work and become fatigued
and grow weary. But when changed to glorious beings,
nevgr more could they again know fatigue or weariness.
As they work, their work is a constant and everlasting
joy.

% What marks the beginning of that blessed time?
That time could not begin until the sleeping saints are
resurrected ; and since the evidence shows that the Lord
came to his temple in 1918, and that the resurrection
of the sleeping saints took place approximately at that
time, it follows that from and after that time those who
die in the Lord will be blessed, because they would have
an instantaneous change from mortality to immortality.

* When the Lord came to his temple and found some
faith{ul ones he said to them: “You have been faithful
over a few things, I will make yvou ruler over many.
Enter into the joy of vour Lord’ (Matthew 25:21)
These faithful ones here receive the evidence that they
were identified with the saved ones; and this is figur-
atively represented by their being clothed with the gar-
ments of salvation and brought under the robe of rght-
consness; and this brings to them great rejoicing.—
Izaiah 61:10.

® It follows then that at the time the Lord came to
his temple in 1918 those whom he approved at *hat
time, and who thereafter continued faithful unto death,
received the crown of life; and since this would be hy
an instantancous change from mortality to immortality
the scripture would apply to such which says: “Blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.”
(Revelation 14:13) From that time forward the faith-
ful saints entered instantly into their glorious reward.
The context gives a description of those who belong to
this bleszed class when the Lord comes to his temple,
and who continue thus thercafter,

% We read: “And they sung as it were a new sorg
before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the
elders: and no man could learn that song but the hun-
dred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed
from the earth. These are they which were not de-
filed with women ([that is, they have no relationship
whatsoever with ecclesiastical systems and denomina-
tions or organizations] ; for they are virgins [that is to
say, they are pure, beeause wholly devoted to the Lord].
These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he
goeth [meaning that they hear and understand his
commands and joviully obey them]. These were re-
deemed from among men, being the first{ruits unto God
and to the Lamb [mcaning that being approved when
the Lord came to his temple, and being brought under
the robe of righteousness, they are considered a part of
the firstfruits of the resurrection, and that if faithful
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to the end they are certain to receive the glorious re-
ward. They are not seeking the approval of others but
seeking only the approval of the Lord]. And in their
mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault
before the throne of God.”—Revelation 14: 3-5.

THE MESSAGE

4 An angel is a messenger. The faithful remnant,
approved when the Lord came to his temple, became the
messengers of God, becanse these are of The Servant;
and to such faithful class is committed all the goods of
the Lord or intcrests of the kingdom. {Matthew 24: 46,
47) These constitute “the feet of him”, the great Ser-
vant or Messenger of God; and in harmony they pro-
claim his message.

# The words of the Revelator continue: “And I saw
another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on
the earth, and to every nations and kindred. and tongue,
and people.,” (Revelation 14:6) Mark that this class
proclaim a message “in the midst of heaven”. It was
after 1918, to wit, in the beginning of 1923, that the
message of the Lord’s kingdom began to be broadcast
regularly by radio. Being broadcast this message flew
through the air, which is sometimes spoken of as the
heaven.

2 What was and is that message? The everlasting
good news to the people who are dwelling on the earth
concerning God and his kingdom, which message
must go to all the nations of the earth. (Matthew 24: 14)
This message is indicated by verse seven: “Fear God,
and give glory to him: for the hour of his judgment is
come: and worship him that made heaven, and carth,
and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”—Rev. 14: 7.

** That which is spoken fearlessly is spoken loudly.
A human voice, perfectly trained, is the most harme-
nious sound ever heard on carth. This indicates that
the message given forth by the messengers from that
time forward would be a swect, harmonious message.
Since the Lord eame to his temple, and since the faithful
ones had their minds illuminated and knew that faet,
they have joined in one grand, harmonious message,
proclaiming the truth. They have not called upon any
one fo give glory to man or to any other creature, but
to give honor and glory to Jehovah God, the Creator
of heaven and earth, and from whom eomes every good
and perfect thing. These have been doing exactly what
is described here in Revelation.

# It must be the temple class this side the vail who
are mentioned as the “angel” or Servant or Messenger,
in Revelation 14:6. Be it noted that the message de-
livered is an “everlasting gospel” or good news unto
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation and
kindred and tongue and people. This exaetly corre-
sponds with the command of the Lord Jesus in Matthew
24 : 14, which states: “This gospel of the kingdom shall
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all na-
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tions: and then shall the end come.” It is generally
agreed by Bible Students that the scripture last above
quoted did not begin to apply until after the World
War, which ended in 1918, and therefore not until the
Lord came to his temple. Then it was that the temple
class must deliver the message.

¢ The sleeping saints were first resurrected and, with
those remaining on earth being brought under the robe
of righteousness, constituted the temple class. The resur-
rected saints must have something to do beyond the vail.
We are more concerned, however, about what the temple
class this side the vail must do. It is manifest that this
class must give a special witness; and that witness is to
tell every nation, kindred, tongue and people on the
earth the good ncws that Jehovah has set his King
upon his throne and that the time for the kingdom and
deliverance is at hand. This class must now call upon
the people to honor Jehovah God and give him glory, be-
causc the time for hisjudgment upon the nations is come.
All the temple class will be able to sce and appreciate
this marvelous time in which we are living, and will lift
up their heads and rejoice and sing.

46 This same class is described by the Prophet Isaiah,
in the 52nd chapter, verses seven and eight. Here the
prophet speaks of them as the “feet of him”; showing
that they are part of The Servant, therefore part of the
temple class; and that they bring good news and publish
peace and salvation, and that together they lift up the
voice and sing. Undoubtedly the “voice” here is a sym-
bol of the message referred to in Revelation fourteen,
and it means the message of the kingdom.

47 The prophet here furthermore encourages this class
to break forth into joy and sing together, and to call
even upon ilhose in the Babylonish systems to hear the
message and pass it on to their brethren. Then the proph-
et (Isaiah 52:10) indicates that the Lord will reveal
himself to all the nations, and that all the ends of the
earth shall see the salvation of God. The context shows
that before this takes place, however, the temple class
must give the witness, while the saints on the other side
are performing the duties assigned to them. What a
blessed and marvelous combination, and what a sweet
relationship! Those on this side the vail having on the
garments of salvation, under the robe of rightcousness,
are working together with their resurrected brethren,
knowing that their individual dissolution means an im-
mediate transfer from earth to heaven. It means the
glorious change into the likeness of our Lord and to be
for ever with him.

s How wonderfully the physical facts show the ful-
filment of this prophecy since 1922! Since that time
more than twenty-seven million volumes of books carry-
ing the message of God’s kingdom have gone into the
hands of the people. In addition thereto the message in
the form of free tracts, resolutions, proclamations, ete.,
numbering many millions, have been distributed through-
out the earth. The radio has carried the message of the
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kingdom from Holland, Spain and other parts of Eu-
rope; more than a dozen radio stations in the United
States and Canada are now regularly broadcasting the
message of the kingdom of God. Two stations are be-
ing built in Australia for broadeasting the truth, while
other methods are employed for telling the glad tidings.
Never have the saints on earth been so joyful. They
know now that death means to them a blessed change
if they are faithful unto the end. Therefore they fear
neither man nor Devil, but delight to represent the Lord.
There is much to be done, and happy are they who have
a part in it.
SUMMARY

* What then is the sum of these seriptures here ex-
amined as they appear? The presence of the Lord began
in 1874, He was there at the right hand of Jehovah
God; yet, in harmony with God’s will, he there began
a special work with and in behalf of his saints on earth,
to wit, gathering them together and restoring to them
the truth, and making preparation to overthrow Satan’s
rule and to receive the saints unto himself. His presence
continued uninterrupted. In 1914 it was manifest to
a larger class of people when he stood up, took his power
and cast out Satan; and these events were made mani-
fest by physical facts discernible by all watchers. That
marked the beginning of his “appearing”, the epiphania
of his presence.

50 His presence continues uninterrupted, and in 1918
the resurrection of the sleeping saints takes place and
the Lord brings together his temple. There the judg-
ment of his saints begins. The evidence manifesting his
presence continues and increases, and an increased num-
ber of people discern it while his saints on earth begin
a world-wide proclamation of the message of the king-
dom; and this proclamation must continue until his
presence is known by all. The complete uncovering of
the Lord’s presence is his apokalupsis. Now the evil-
minded will not hear nor understand ; but his presence
will be completely made known even to them, in the
great time of trouble. “And then chall they see the
Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great
glory.” (Luke 21:27) Then the Devil’s organization,
made manifest to all, will be destroyed by the bright-
ness of his presence.—2 Thessalonians 2: 8.

%1 Let no one slack his hand now. Let his joy abound.
It must be that unto the faithful class at this stage
particularly the Master addressed his words when he
said: “When these things begin to come to pass, then
look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh.” (Luke 21:28) The resurrection of the
sleeping saints took place in 1918. The remnant is
under the robe of righteousness and have the garments
of salvation. Those who continue faithful to the end
will be finally of the “remnant”. Before their change
and before the battle of Armageddon the nations of the
earth must have the witness. Blessed is the man who
has a part therein. Let every one who loves the Lord
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put evervthing else in the hackground and press on in
the fight, and joyfully sing that sweet and blessed song
which God provided should he understood and sung only
by those specially redeemed irom the carth and brought
into his holy temple.—Revelation 14: 3.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What is the first resurrection, and why is it so called? Will
the great company share therein? Will all the body mem-
bers of Christ be raised at the same time? Quote a scrip-
ture in support of the answer. 1 1-3.

Wlen was the resurrcetion of The Christ to take place? Of
what does the Lord's second presence consist? When did
it begin? When did Christ Jesus hegin his reign? When
did he come to his temple? Docs this indicate three com-
ings? 1 4-6.

Yrom what time did the world helong to our Lord? When
was he to take possession of it? What was lie to do in
the interim? [ 7, 8.

Evplain the Lord's paronsia, epiphania and apolalupsis.
When will the Devil’s organization he destroyed? { 9-13.

When did “that day” of 2 Timothy 4:8 begin? Explain
1 Thessalonians 4:15-17. How does our Lord “descend”,
and what is meant by the “shout”, the “voice of the arch-
angel” and “the trump of God”’? When did these occur?
i 1419,

Who will be “caught up together” to meet him, and when?
When will the first resurrection end? What are the
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Diaclott and the Rotherham renderings of 1 Thessalonians
4:16.17. and wherein do they differ from the Common
Vervion? 1 20-22,

Will there be a lapse of time between the awakening of the
sleeping saints and the glorification of the remnant, and
if so why? § 23, 24,

Who comprise the temple class? What is meant by the
statement, “I go to prepare a place for you”; and when
would that preparatory work be completed? T 23, 26.

Is it reasonable that the sleeping saints would be awakened
hefore the Devil is expelled from heaven? In view of
this. wii t added foree is given to the coming of {he Lord
to his temple in 1018, and to Psalm 102: 16?7 § 27-29.

Why does the Lord come to his temple? Where was judg-
ment to hegin, and how? When were the nations “angry’,
and what wus to occur thereafter? (Rev. 11:18) Kxplain
2 Timothy 4: 1 in this connection. % 3), 31.

Read Revelation 14:13 and exp. in why it is said that the
dead die? Why are they called “blcssed”? Do their works
stop when they die? What marks the beginning of that
blessed time? T 32-37.

Explain Revelation 14:3, 4. 1 38, 39.

Who is the “angel” of Revedlation 14:6? Explain this verse
and its setting. How does this text agree with Isaiai
52:7, 8, 10?7 T 40-47.

What are the physical facts in corroboration? Summarize
the Biblical facts reviewed in this lesson. In view of these
things, what should be our present attitude as members
of the “remnant”?  48-51.

SAMUEL ANOINTS DAVID

——Juvry 17—1 SaMvUEL 16:1-13——

“Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an ensample to them that believe, in word, in manner of life, in love,
in faith, in purity.”—I1 Timothy 4: 12, B. V.

‘ ): J £ HAVE already said that when Samuel spoke

his farewell to Israel his work for them was

not finished. He had accomplished the task

get for him; the people were settled in such fashion as

would enable them to enjoy the blessings of God as a

family in the land of their promise, and in the new

gystem of judicature he had provided a national bond

which was suited to their need. Since their entrance into
Canaan lsrael had never heen so well fixed as then.

2 Now that Israel had asked for and had been given
a king, Samuel was no longer responsible for the welfare
of the people. But he was still the servant of Jehovah,
and as God’s representative it became his unhappy task
of conveying to King Saul God’s final message of his
rejection from the throne of Israel. Saul himself was
not to be dethroned by any direct action on God’s part,
but his house was cut off ; his son was not to rule after
him. Also, it was Samuel’s office to anoint another to
be king in place of Saul.

8 It is evident that Saul did not keep his balance long.
{3oon after he had begun his reign the Philistines again
crowded in upon Israel, oppressing them; indeed their
pressure had never been fully removed since Samson’s
day. Saul took measures to oppose the Philistines; and

encouraged by a successful raid by Jonathan his son,
he sent a trumpet call to all Israel to gather to Gilgal,
where Samuel would meet them. Meanwhile the Philis-
tines gathered in great force, and with horsemen and
chariots; and Saul’s men became fearful and began to
desert him. ISven Samuel seemed to delay. Perhaps
Samuel was testing Saul, by not appearing early on the
day appointed.

* Instead of waiting for the priest. Saul, who knew
he had no authority to offer a sacrifice, took upon him-
self to do thiz. He was impatient, and was withent
faith in God. His action was sinful in it<clf, and show~d
him to be presumptuous before God. Samuel was much
moved, and said, “Thou hast done foolichly: thou ha t
not kept the commandment of the Lord thy God, which
he commanded thee: for now would the Lord have
established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. But now
thy kingdom shall not continue: the Lord hath cought
him a man after his own heart, and the Lord hath com-
manded him to be captain over his people, because thou
hast not kept that which the Lord commanded thee.”—
1 Samuel 13:77 14,

By a darr ' act on the part ¢f Jonathan and his
armor-bearer, stimulated by faith in God, it came about
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that the Philistines’ army was put to flight. Saul had
the privilege of leading his men in the runming fight
which followed the confusion and flight of the Philis-
tines; but it was not his victory, it was Jonathan’s day.

8 When Saul was established in the kingdom God gave
him an important commission, one for which time had
long been waiting. In pursuance of his purpose to smite
the Amalekites, as declared when that people attempted
to stop Israel in their journey to Canaan (See Exodus
17:8-14.), Saul was now commanded to do this work.
(1 Samuel 15:2,8) The story of how he acted the
hypeerite in this matter is so well known that it has
beccme a tyvpical instance of glaring hypocerisy. Com-
manded to destroy, he chose to disobey, acting as if
he had a right to exercise his own judgment as to how
God’s command should be carried out. Yet he made
prolession to Samuel, whom God sent to inquire as to
the werk done, that he had done everything that he had
becn told to do. Explicitly he said he had fulfilled the
command. Samuel said, “What meaneth then this bleat-
irg of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxen
which T hear?” (1 Samuel 15:14) Then Saul began
to make excuses, and his hypocrisy was manifest.

"It 1s conccivably possible that Saul might have re-
trieved himself from the position in which he was in-
velved by his presumption in offering the sacrifices at
Giilgal if he had been faithful in this commission to
destroy  the Amalekites—Samuel’s words of remem-
brance and counsel seem to indicate this—but the wil-
fulness of Gilgal had now developed to persistent hypoc-
risv. Samucl then showed Saul that the kingdom was
reit from him. Yet this was hidden from the people,
for they needed a leader; and the one whom God had in
view was not yet ready for this work, nor the people
rcady to understand Saul’s rebellion. Thus Saul had
put himself into the terrible position of being accepted by
the people as a God-appointed leader, while at the same
time he well knew that God had cast him off. Yet as
he was God’s king he still could have help from God
until the time came for his office to be taken from him.

& Samuel was now told by the Lord to go to Bethlchem
to the house of Jesse of the line of Judah, from whose
sons God would choose a king; but owing to Saul’s
wilfulness even Samuel was fearful of going to Bethle-
hem on this commission. But God gave him assurance.
Samuel was told to go to sacrifice and to call Jesse and
his sons. Jesse brought seven of his sons before Samuel,
evidently a company of fine young men. Samuel was
so moved by the eldest as he came before him that he
thought surely this was the one whom the Lord had
sent him to anoint.

® But the Lord held Samuel back, and showed him
that none of the seven was his choice. On being ques-
tioned Jesse said that his youngest son, yet a boy, was
in the fields minding sheep. When he was brought be-
fore Samuel the prophet was told by Jehovah that this
was the one for whom he had been directed to visit
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Bethlehem ; and then over the head of David the shep-
herd boy was poured the anointing oil, which meant that
some day he would be king in Israel.

10 Samuel must have contrasted this experience with
his first, when he anointed Saul. Saul was head and
shoulders above Samuel, and had to bow his head while
the prophet had poured the oil upon him; now Samuel
must stoop and anoint a ruddy-faced little boy. God,
nevertheless, gave his aged servant a consolation of
heart; for Samuel had loved Saul and clung to him,
almost pleading to God for Saul. (1 Samuel 16:1)
That his heart now warmed to the boy David is mani-
fest, and it became easy for him to acquiesce in the will
of God.

1 Perhaps the chicf lesson of this incident is in Je-
hovah’s word to Samuel when Fliab came before him.
When Samuel, seeing that Eliab was a well-built, well-
favored young man, had said, “Surely the Lord’s
anointed is before him,” Samuel was told, “Look not
on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; he-
cause I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as
man sceth ; for man looketh on the outward appearance,
but the Lord looketh on the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)
It appears as if Samuel still retained the idea which had
been foremost in the minds of the people when Saul
was chosen king; namely, that a king should be one
who outwardly looks as if he would make a leader of
men. Samuel, left to his own judgment, would willingly
have anointed Eliab.

12 1% is not casy even for God’s servants, though faith-
ful to him as Samuel was, to keep from judging out-
wardly ; God’s people necd the help of the holy spirit to
discern true values. The calamity of Saul’s wilfulness
now forced home the lesson that that which God finds
most useful to him is heart obedience. Later it was
demonstrated that at heart Eliah was of a jealous and
small mind, not such a one to whom God could intrust
the interests of his peoples; but that the boy David was
ever desirous of secking the will of Jehovah was abun-
dantly demonstrated. No two men could give more point-
ed illustrations of differences of heart than the first two
kings of Israel, though they were alike in some phases
of temperament ; for on occasion both were as impetuous
as a river in flood or a mountain strcam in spate.

23 The boy David might be conceived of as having
every temptation to develop pride; but after his anoint-
ing he was just as willing as before to go back to the
fields to mind his father’s sheep. ven from those earli-
est days David always kept in mind that the king of
Israel was the anointed of the Lord, and that Jehovah
was really King in Israel. There is no evidence that as
a boy he began to think what he would do for himself
when he became king, nor any such evidence later ; but
there is much to show that in the days of his youth, even
in the fields of Ephratah, he thought of what he would
do for the glory of God when he became king in Israel.
—DPsalm 132: 6.
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34+ When Samuel fold Saul that God had put him away
from the kingdom the prophet said that God had chosen
a man after his own heart. Saul, the wilful man, had
developed into a self-secker. David’s life proved that he
too was a man of strong will and purpose, but he ever
used that strength of will for the good of the people
and for the glory of the God of Israel. As a young man
Saul had shown little evidence of being high-minded,
but now he had allowed himself to be overcome by his
position. The young boy David had evidently alrcady
submitted himself to righteousness, as his boyish hu-
mility shows.

3 There is no evidence that God needed to change the
heart of the boy David; his young mind was already
set upon right ways. In this he was like Samuel, who
anointed him; and the old man’s heart must have gone
out to the lad as Samuel remembered how his own
mother had given him to God in childhood. These two
learned to love one another; and Samuel was comforted
in his heart for the loss of Saul, whom he had placed
there and whom he had learned to love in the earlier
days of Saul’s sincerity.

16 The ruler whom God now chose was of the tribe of
Judah. This was according to Jacob’s patriarchal bless-
ing on his sons; for he had said that the future ruler of
the tribes should come out of Judah (Genesis 49:10),
even though that favor might seem to have belonged to
Joseph, because he held the birthright. (1 Chronicles
5:1) Joseph’s son Ephraim, however, forfeited his
chance through self-will and lack of faith. (See Psalm
78:9,6%,68.) Now God had tried Benjamin, and that
tribe also had failed—{for it supported Saul in his ways.
The way for God to give the rulership to Judah was
therefore clear, without any manifestation of favoritism
on his part.

17 There is a pictorial significance which this story
carries, in common with its fellows. The anointing of
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David many years before he could be king represents
God’s preparation at this present time, when he would
lead all who would hear out of the unfortunate position
in which they have been placed by those unfaithful ser-
vants, the clergy class who, like Saul, have misused their
privileges. These are now cast off, and God has others
to do his work.

8 The time when the kingdom of heaven was due to
be set up in authority was when the Gentile times ended
in the year 1914 A. D. Forty years before that date
God began to give the light of truth; and there were
some- who, like David, began to serve the Lord by it.
A company was prepared for the time when they would
be called to serve, when God would bring them out open-
ly as his chosen instrument. For this great and honored
service Jehovah would have those who were not self-
servers, but who would seek his interests and the in-
terests of his people.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What had Samuel accomplished for Israel prior to and fol-
lowing the anointing of Saul? What two unhappy tasks
now fell to his lot? 1 1, 2.

‘Why did Saul summon all Israel to Gilgal? What presump-
tuous sin did he there commit, and how did Samuel rebuke
him? T 3, 4.

‘Who was the hero of the battle with the Philistines on this
occasion? What divine command had been given to Saul,
and how did he disobey it? What final message did Sam-
uel now deliver unto him? f 5-7.

‘What commission now came to Samuel, and what were the
incidents in this connection? What great lesson may we
learn therefrom? f 8-12.

What were the similarities and contrasts between Israel’s
first two kings? f 13-15.

Of what tribes were Saul and David respectively? What
was Jacob’s ancient prophecy in this regard? What did
the casting off of Saul, and the anointing of David several
ﬁears prior to his induction into oftice, aptly illustrate?

16-18.

DAVID AND GOLIATH

—-JULY 24—1 SAMUEL 17

“Jehovah is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?’—Psalm 27: 1.

youth David, and how David killed the boasting
giant, might have been written for youth. It cer-
tainly has inspired many a young man to deeds that
have appeared to be above his strength, trusting in the
help of God; and it has stirred the heart of many be-
sides those of young years. But the story was not writ-
ten to stir the heart of youth, nor merely to give to us
a historic account of an unusual event. It is part of
those sacred writings which are intended to spiritually
instruet the man of God.—Romans 15: 4.
2 The event had a great effect on the life of David;
indeed, it marked a turning point in his life. Through

THE graphie story of the giant Goliath and the

it he was changed from youthhood to manhood, from
a shepherd to a man of affairs at court. It took him
from the sheepfolds of Bethlehem to prominence in the
eyes of the people.

8 The Philistines who at that time continued to dis-
tress Israel do not-appear to have disturbed Bethlehem
in their raids. Generally they took a more northern
course, or kept to the western side of the ridge of hills
which runs north and south across the country. They
were Israel’s hereditary enemies ; and they crowded upon
the chosen people even as in later days the Devil has
tried to distress the disciples of Jesus, and would rob
them of their peace,
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* About the time David was anointed, a giant, evi-
dently related to the stock which now and again
“sported” these monstrosities, was growing up amongst
the Philistines in Gath. He was Goliath of Gath. The
Philistines had invaded Israel, and Saul had gathered
his army. But instead of either army attacking the other
—perhaps neither felt strong enough to take the offen-
sive—the Philistines put forward this Goliath as their
champion as against any champion of Israel, with the
professed agreement that if Israel’s champion won the
single combat the Philistines would be the Israelites’
servants; while if the Philistines won the combat, then
Israel was to submit to the Philistine domination.

® The Philistines were wise in their suggestion; for
the giant fighting in ordinary battle, with other soldiers
on his right and left, would have been little more than
merely an unusually big soldier ; and his size might have
cven prevented him from being of special service to
his army. On Israel’s side King Saul was the only one
who could be compared with Goliath in height. But
Saul was not the kind of man to undertake such a com-
bat. Head and shoulders taller than any of the men of
his army, yet he made no move; and the sneers of Go-
liath were borne for forty days.

8 The eldest three of Jesse’s sons had gone to the war.
After they had been away some weeks David was sent with
refreshments to them and to see how they fared. When
his business was done David watched the morning march
of the armies as they moved from their trenches to con-
front each other. He saw the champion of the Philis-
tines come forth, and heard the loud voice of blustering
defiance. More than his interest was aroused.; to his
urgent spirit the affair seemed strange, and he went
about inquiring how it came about that this enemy vas
going on unchallenged from day to day.

7 Iis eldest brother Eliab, the man whose appearance
had commended him to Samuel, heard David and told
him that he (David) was only trying to bring attention
to himself. David, conscious of his anointing to be king,
paid little attention to his brother’s sneers. He still went
about talking, for the fear on the hearts of Isracl was
a surprise to him ; he saw that they had left God out of
the reckoning. Saul heard of the youth and sent for
him. David said that he feared not, and told Saul how
that when a lion and a bear attempted to raid his fath-
er’s flock the Lord had helped him to kill both and to
rescue the sheep; and he declared that Jehovah, who
had helped him then, would surely help him in the battle.

& David was ready to go; and Saul said, “Go, and the
Lord be with thee.” He clothed David with his armor,
put a brass helmet on his head, and armed him with his
coat of mail. David, girded with Saul’s sword upon his
armor, started to go; but said, “I cannot go with these,
for I have not proved them.” (1 Samuel 17:37-39) It
was not that the sword was not sharp, nor the armor
sufficiently protective, but that he was limited and ham-
pered by them; he could fight better free.
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® So taking merely his shepherd’s staff and his sling,
David went out to meet the Philistine giant. The Philis-
tine was contemptuous, and mouthed his contempt loud-
ly. David answered that he came to Goliath in the
name of the Lord God of Hosts, “the God of the armies
of Israel, whom thou hast defied,” and said that that
day by the death of the giant all the earth should know
that there was a God in Israel.—1 Samuel 17:45, 46,

19 David put a stone into his sling, ran forward, and
the Philistine received the stone in his forehead. As one
good man has said, “Such a thing had never entered his
head before.” He fell upon his face to the earth, stone
dead. David then used the giant’s own sword to cut off
his head. The Philistines saw their champion slain, and
they fled; and Israel got a great victory that day.

1! There was more than courage in David’s action;
his was not the rash act of one who does not understand
the danger he faces, or who, moved by impulse, blinds
himself to it. The simple fact is that the youth had a
clear vision of the issue. David saw in the giant one who
defied the living God. To him the honor of Jehovah
was involved by Isracl’s allowing this champion to defy
them for forty days. He wondered that this should be
so, and that none in Israel had put himself forward to
stand forth as the instrument of Jehovah. He knew
himself as the anointed king to be; and, though he did
not presume, the knowledge affected his conduct, and
he belived God would use him.

2 Withcut doubt the slaying of the lion and the bear
had had an important effect on David’s mind. If God
had helped him to rescue his father’s sheep, which to
him, because they were his father’s, were under the care

“of Jehovah, God would help him to destroy this monster

who defied the armies of the living God. Faith grows
by acts of faith, as do all the other qualities of heart
and mind which go to make up the mature life of a
follower of God. Had David been afraid in the pastoral
fields it is not probable that his faith would have been
cqual to enable him to challenge the giant. In other
words, his faith now was not simply a special gift of God.

13 We have already said that David’s visit to the battle-
field altered the course of his life. But it did not do so
immediately ; for he was as ready to go back home after
this exciting event—a day in which by his hand Israel
had won a great victory and he had received the accla-
mations of the people—as he had been to go back to
take care of his father’s sheep when, a few years before,
he had been anointed by the Prophet Samuel as the
future king of Israel.

14Tt did not please God to have his anointed, the boy
and then the youth, treated in any unusual manmer.
Probably if this combat had not had so great an effect
on the fortunes of his people it would not have been
recorded ; it would have been included only in David’s
private life as one of the things that happened to him,
just as was the case with the slaying of both the lion and
the bear, which came to light only in an incidental fash-
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jon. David took these things as victories for the Lord.

13 It is proper to take the view that deeds that are
done for the Lord are never small, and are only con-
gidered as large when there are other interests depending
upon them. The servant of the Lord should be clothed
for his work for the Lord with the simple instruments
with which he is ordinarily equipped ; he should ncither
seek to copy others nor endeavor to fight with their
armor; nor should he consider himself as doing other
than things that are ordinary to the life of faith.

16 Goliath is usually represented as a symbol of the
power of sin, and David’s victory over him as that of
one who overcomes that mighty power. This giant of
Gath is even said by some to represent the Devil, and
it is claimed that the Christian is called upon to slay
the Devil. That interpretation betrays a lack of Bible
knowledge, about both that great evil spirit and the
Christian’s work. The Devil will not be destroyed until
the end of the reign of Christ, and then it will be by
the act of God.—Revelation 20:10.

" The illustration here is not that of the conflict be-
tween righteousness and sin; it is rather that of truth
against an abnormal outgrowth of malignant error.
Irror may be that of ignorance, which is its negative
form; or it may he a more positive growth, namely, an
attempt to pervert the truth. It is not generally per-
ceived by Christians that the clergy system of organized
relicion is a very definite enemy of truth.

3 In this series of pieture steries the establishment
of the kingdom of Israel under Saul and David repre-
sents the present establishmert of the kingdom of heay-
en under the Lord Jesus. The Philistines, who occupied
a position in the land of Canaan and who were the per-
sistent encmies of Isracl in that land, ccrrespond to
the clergy class of the present day, who occupy poxitions
amongst Christians to which they have no right. Go-
liath represents an abnormal growth of an error or
theory which the clergy class put forward as their cham-
pion against those who hold to the covenant of God,
and who at this time represent his truth.

1 But in an unexpected manner, and from a not al-
together acceptable quarter, Jehovah has raised up an
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anointed company to vindicate his name. In God’s own
due time, the time of the Lord’s return, God caused a
few faithful servants to understand both the fact of the
return and also the purpose, namely, to institute the
times of restitution. This knowledge brought many into
covenant relationship with God, and well corresponds
with the anointing of young David to restore Israel to
their covenant blessings. To this ever-increasing com-
pany there came also in duc time the further knowledge
that God had an immediate work for them; they were
to share in the setting up of his kingdom on earth. To
these because of that knowledge the stalking about of
the giant of error brings no fear.

20 With no other weapons than the simplicity of the
truth, and of faith and of loyalty to Jehovah, this little
company go out to meet the monster. Like David they
declare that the time has come when the living God
will destroy the monstrous growths which have kept men
in fear and bondage, and which oppose themselves to
him. Taking the pebble of the truth and putting it into
their sling—service work, which the Lord has arranged
for that particular purpose—they go forth to meet the
giant of unbelief. Their message, that Jehovah is the
living God and that he is now setting up his kingdom,
ig the means by which that monster will be slain and all
the enemies of truth be put to flight.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

Why is the story of David and Goliath recorded? What
effect did the incident have upon the life of David? 1 1, 2,

What were the aitending circumstances? Who was Goliath,
and how and why was he put forth? Why was he not
challenged by Saul or his men? { 3-G.

What brought David to the battle-field, and how were his
observations regarded by his brethren? Narrate his meet-
ing with King Saul, and tell how he was finally matched
with the giant, and the result. T 7-10.

What made David so courageous in the face of such odds?
How {¢id he regard the victory, and what did he do fol-
lowing his triumph? What is the lesson to be gained from
his attitude? T 11-15.

Tlow has this incident been regarded by many Christians?
What is really illustrated thereby? Describe its setting in
the attending series of picture stories, and apply its les-
sons in detail. T 16-20.

DAVID AND JONATHAN

~———JULy 311 SAMUEL 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 29:1-42; 23:15-18; 2 SAMUEL 1: 17-27——
“There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.”—Proverbs 18: 24.

of their wonderful friendship. The story of their
mutual love is not only one of the finest stories
of the Old Testament; it is one of humanity’s treasures.
Jonathan has been called the noblest figure of the 0ld
Testament. That is a great compliment, but it is hardly
just to some others whose names are enrolled in the

OUR study today is of David and Jonathan and

sacred records ; for Jonathan, with all his wealth of love,
cannot be given a place amongst the men of great faith,

2 In Jonathan’s comparatively short record there is
nothing mentioned concerning his relation to his fellows,
and particularly toward David, that stains or blemishes
his honesty and nobility. But such a record is not to
be compared with those which give the vicissitudes of
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a checkered life such as that which is recorded of Jacob,
of Moses or of David, whose faith and loyalty to God
are sct for examples to the church. Nevertheless the
friendship between Jonathan and David was singulariy
beautiful ; there is not a jarring note : and the covenant
which was made between them was a loving bond to the
end of their lives.

® When David had slain the miant Goliath, Abner, the
chief of Saul’s army. took David to King Saul; and
David, in answer to Saul’s questions, told about himself.
As Jonathan heard the vouth talking with his father,
and watched the bright and courageous youth. loval to
his God, to his king and to his father, Jonathan saw in
him a kindred spirit; and he gave his heart to David,
or, as told in the beautiful words of Scripture, “The
soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David. and
Jonathan loved him as his own soul.”—1 Samuel 18: 1.

* Jonathan sought to cement the friendship; and be-
ing considerably older than David, it was proper that
the advance should be made by him. We are given a
record of what happened as Jonathan took David apart,
but not of the whole conversation which took place be-
tween them. DBut Jonathan stripped himself of the robe
he wore and gave it to David, also his garments, even
to his sword and his bow and his girdle. It was a strange
action, and can be understood only when considered as
symbolic; for David was not in need. By it Jonathan
meant to say that he well understood that his father had
had the kingdom taken from him by the Lord, and that
he, Jonathan could never sit on the throne of Israel.

® It also means that Jonathan saw in David the one
who would have the throne; and that he would not only
not oppose nor manifest any mean disposition toward
David, but that voluntarily and in love he would give
to David that which he might have expected to be his
own. It means also that Jonathan saw David’s worth,
and that he gladly agreed to God’s choice. It was a
great renunciation, which has no near correspondency
in Scripture, though it does not stand alone. David
must have seen the hand of God in it. and Jonathan’s
action must have kindled 2 fire of love in his heart.

¢ But Saul was afflicted with a great jealousy of David,
& not unusual accompaniment of a wilful disposition.
Though Samuel had not told him that David was to be
king, yet, knowing his own rejection, it was not, under
the circumstances, difficult for Saul to see in David the
one chosen of the Lord to take his place. David’s great
courage, his service to Israel, his loyalty to his king
and to Jehovah, were forgotten by Saul when he heard
the women of Israel singing, cxtolling the exploits of
David as greater than his own. A larger nature would
have rejoiced in what God was doing for Israel.

7 A weakness in Saul, partly mental. surely brought
on by his wilfulness and jealousy, finally brought David
to the king’s house and to the court. It was believed
that David’s music would soothe Saul’s wild nerves. and
as David was known as an exccllent player on the harp
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he was sent for. But all that David did only served to
increase Saul’s insanc jealousy of David.

8 Jonathan. on the other hand. took David all the
more to his heart. Jonathan remonstrated with his
father. and showed him that David was a loval and faith-
ful servant to him; and for the moment Saul was recon-
ciled. But having no mind to free himself of his jealousy
it broke out again, and he tried to kill David by casting
his javelin at him. But David, ever alert, dodged it.

® Jonathan saw the danger to David and warned him;
but he loved his father. and it wa< not casy for him to
see more 1n the<e rach actions of hi= {ather than temypor-
ary acts of madness. But David. who saw more clearly,
perceived the deep intent of Saul to kill him, and that
it would be foolizh for him to continue to attend Saul.
They then agreed upon a plan to discover Saul’s real
purpose. David was to stay away from a set feast with-
out making request for the king's permission. Saul
missed him from the feast and asked concerning David’s
absence. and Jonathan said that David had requested of
him leave to absent himself. Saul then charged Jonathan
with being in a conspiracy with David against him, and
in his madness cast his javelin at his own son Jonathan.
In ficree anger Jonathan went from the table, gricved
for David and shamed for his father..—1 Samuel 20: 24.

1° Fearing the possibility of their being unable to meet
again, the two had agreed upon a method by which
Jonathan could acquaint David of the result. However,
they found it safe to meet. and thev renewed their
covenant of friendship; and the record of the parting
words of these two lovers touches the heart. While their
love was mutual it was probably greater on the part of
Jonathan, for Jonathan was at least seventeen years
older than David and it was his wider experience of the
wealth and value of men that had drawn him to the
bright, warm-hearted youth. Their parting was with
much emotion; each gave way to tears, but the vounger
man wept the greater.—See 1 Samuel 20.

11 The two friends met once again. With his father
in his hunt for David, Jonathan seized a chance oppor-
tunity to go to David in the woods. He strengthened
David’s hand in God and revealed his own heart by
saving, “And I will be next to thee on the throne.”
(1 Samuel 23:16-18) We may not say that it was self-
ishness which caused Jonathan thus to speak; it proba-
bly seemed to him the natural consequence of the cir-
cumstances and of their friendship. But yet it was
hardly the right thing to do, for a king must have his
choice as to whom he would have near to him. And now,
had Jonathan lived, David on ascending the throne
could have done no other than give Jonathan a place
at his right hand, as requested; vet the fact that Jon-
athan was the son of the first king might have em-
barrassed David before the people. Perhaps Jonathan
presumed somewhat in his request.

12 Nor would David find it the most pleasant thing
to know that Jonathan was apparently helping his
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father to entrap him. On the other hand, when David
went to the Philistines, the avowed enemies of Istael,
both to give and to obtain aid, it would be hard for
Jonathan to understand why he took such a course. Even
the closest bond of friendship sometimes gets severely
strained; the cord may be pulled taut by something
which is not explained and cannot well be. But friend-
ship based on love, respect and admiration will survive.

13 In these two there was no maudling sentiment bhut
strong affection ; theirs was a friendship such as Solomon
speaks of when he says, “There is a friend that sticketh
closer than a brother.” (Proverbs 18: 24) Even the bond
of bleod eannot unite hearts together as firmly as a
friendship truly based on worth and affection. But there
is that which rises bevond cven that tie; it is the bond
of the new life in Christ, based on mutual love for the
Head of the new creation, and on devotion to God.

* Following the pictorial significance of these stories,
we note a correspondency between the record of Jon-
athan’s course in refation to his father and in what is
said of that “great multitude which no man could num-
ber”, whom the Revelator saw having come out of great
tribulation and who had “washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb”.—Rev. 7:9, 14.

15 Many seriptures show that at the end of the age,
now upon us, there will be a very large number of Chris-
tians who will discover that they have allowed themselves
to be misled by the great religious systems, and have
neglected to pay heed to the message which God has
sent to warn them to flee from the wrath coming upon
“Babylon”. They will sce that they can save themselves
as followers of Jesus in respect to the covenant they made
with God, openly professing to be true worshipers, only
as they flee from those systems. The circumstances of
their flight will make their going so hard that it will
bring them tribulation; they will suffer much from
their fellows as they desert the doomed “city”,

6 The similarity to be noted is in the attitude which
Jonathan took toward his father, and in the attitude
which the great multitude take toward their leaders and
the religious systems, which are well represented by
Saul. Jonathan died in Mt. Gilboa with his father, who
was cut off from God. Apparently they shared in the
same end. But in their end the great company are
saved. In this, therefore, there is a vital difference. The
point of comparison is that Jonathan held on to that
which he knew was out of divine favor; and this “great
multitude” (familiarly known as the great company)
also hold on to that which God plainly has cast off.

17 Father and son died together in the terrible battle
on Gilboa, where Israel was disgraced. It seems almost
ungracious to suggest that blame should be put upon
Jonathan for staying with his father so long, even to the
end of his life. But his decision to stay with his father,
and his lack of taking a more decided stand against his
father’s course in respect to David, must be held to be
questionable,
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18 There is no question as to Jonathan’s fidelity to his
covenant with David; but the question does arise, Was
he as faithful to God’s arrangement as he ought to
have been? Ie knew that his father was against God;
he knew that his father acted outrageously and that he
did David a great injury; yet, beyond his pleading with
his father at the first, there is no record that he did
anything to help his father to the right way or to help
David.—1 Samuel 19: 4.

** This is exactly the course that very many Chris-
tians take who now sce that the great religious systems
are not being blessed of God, but rather that they are
cast off from him. They know the truth, that is, the
message which is being promulgated so freely and which
tells of the end of the age and of the setting up of God’s
kingdom ; and they see that it brings a light upon the
sacred Scriptures which “orthodoxy” entirely fails to do.
But they prefer to stay in the darkness of creed-dom.
They cling to the old systems, and show that they will
continue to do so; and they will get free only as these
are about to be destroyed.

20 That which is considered to be fidelity to the sys-
tems (organized religion) will as surely bring thousands
of good people inlo the sharpness of the time of trouble,
and into sorrow for lost opportunities, as fidelity to his
{ather brought Jonathan to a sad and lomely end on
Gilboa. Fidelity to the systems will bring destruction
of hopes to all who cling to them, and they will surely
see their life’s work destroyed.

21 Because of his attachment to his wicked father and,
after the first fierce remonstrance, his relraining from
any attempt to stop his father’s wilful action against
David as the anointed of Jehovah—as Jonathan knew
David to be—there is some reason for doubting that
Jonathan is ‘the noblest character of the Old Testament’.
We may not judge Jonathan, but every Bible student
may take a warning to himsclf of the need to stand
firm in that which Jehovah has indicated as his will.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

Who has been called the noblest figure in the Old Testament,
and is the title correctly placed? How long did the bond
between Jonathan and David endure? When and how
did it begin?  1-3.

ITow was the friendship sealed, and what did Jonathan’s
actions in this conncction signify? 1 4, 5.

What brought David to Saul’s house? Why was Saul
jealous of David, and how did he manifest it? What did
Jonathan think of his father’s action, and how did he
and David resolve to test him?  6-9.

How much older was Jonathan than David? What request
or suggestion did Jonathan make to David, and wherein
was it improper? T 10, 11.

How wasg their friendship severely tested? What bond could
be stronger than that between Jonathan and David?
{12, 13.

‘What typical lessons are there in this account? What hap-
pened to each of the three characters considered in this
lesson? What fault can be charged against Jonathan, and
what does this illustrate?  14-21,
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