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THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published by the WarcH Towkr BisLe anp TrAcr Socrery for the purpose of
aiding the people to understand the divineplan. It provides systematic Bible study in which
all its readers may regularly engage., It gives announcement of the visits made to Bibla

classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives the reports thereof. The Inter-
national Sunday School lessons are treated in harmony with the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed Word of Truth. It stands firmly upon the
great ransom sacrifice as the fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It is
free from parties, sects, and creeds of men. It does not assume a dogmatic attitude, but confident-
ly invites a careful examination of its utterancesin the light of the infallible Word of God. It
does not indulge in controversies, and its columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting;
that the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that the
Logos became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ
in glory, clothed with all power in heaven and earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wil-
fully disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that
by reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners
and without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life
a sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price;
that Jesus the divine arose from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice as
the redemptive price for man.

THAT for many centuries God, through Christ, has been

selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of
the church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ
Jesus, grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and
plan of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ
Jesus in his heavenly kingdom ; that Christ, Head and body,
constitutes the “seed of Abraham” through which all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus has
returned and is now present ; that Jehovah has placed Christ
Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations and
peoples to hear and obey him,

THAT THE HOPE of the peoples of earth is restoration
to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that the
reign of Christ will afford opportunity to every man to
have a fair trial for life and those who obey will live on
earth for ever in a state of happiness.
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1927 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

The general convention of the International Bible Students
Association for 1927 will be held July 18th to 26th, at
Toronto, Canada. Announcement is made now to permit the
friends throughout the earth to get ready. Brethren are
expected from many countries.

Toronto is the capital of Ontario and has a population
of more than five hundred thousand, with another hundred
thousand in the vicinity. It is a railway center. It is only
a short distance from Niagara Falls, The city has provided
its beautiful fair grounds and all its buildings for the
convention. One of the buildings has a seating capacity
of ten thousand. The grounds are situated on the lake
front, segregated from the busy travel, and in a very
pleasant location. It is expected that the entire proceedings
of the convention will be broadcast from our own station,
remote control being installed at the convention auditorium.

This will be the only large convention during the year.
All classes desiring to hold local conventions should notify
the SoCiETY as early as possible so that pilgrims may be
routed in that way if at all possible.

MEMORIAL FOR 1927

The memorial of our Lord’s death will be celebrated in
1927 on Friday, April 15th, after 6 p. m. The method of
calculation is as follows: The new moon nearest the spring
equinox occurs in the morning of April 2nd, which marks
the beginning of Nisan at sundown on that day. Counting
fourteen days thereafter the fourteenth of Nisan begins at
sundown, about 6 p. m. April 15th, which is Friday. An-
nouncement is made at this time that the brethren may be-
gin to make preparations.

BETHEL HYMNS FOR APRIL, 1927

Sunday 3124 10 146 17 285 24 181
Monday 4 310 11 122 18 265 28 81
Tuesday 5216 12 2 19 24 26 278
Wednesday 6 219 13 178 20 328 27 58
Thursday 7 270 14 190 21 268 28 T3
Friday 117 8 151 185 160 22 221 29 332
Saturday 2 76 9325 16 167 23 44 30 204
ByMeansof ~ “The Watch Tower”

“The Stone of Zion” “A Stone of Stumbling”

7 October 15, 1926 Z November 1, 1926

Week of April 8 ... 9 1-21 Week of April 17 ... ¥ 1-22

Week of April 10 . , , § 22-39 Week of April 24 . . . ¥ 2345
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THE ELISHA WORK

“Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are
we n this world.”—1 John 4: 17.

’I YHE name Elisha means “God is my salvation”.
Elisha was anointed in the place, or stead, of
Elijah. Elijah pictured a work of the church for

a time certain; and that work consisted of giving the

witness to the name of Jehovah as the only true God,

and restoring to the consecrated all the great funda-
mental truthe which had been taken away from them,
and restoring some to the faith of the apostles. The
inference to be drawn from the words of the Prophet

Malachi is that if the fathers were not turned to the

children and the children to the fathers, then God would

smite the earth with a curse; that is to say, there would
be a great time of trouble.

3 The words of Jesus, as set forth in Matthew twenty~
fourth chapter, show that after the war, the famine,
pestilence, earthquakes and other evidences of his pres-
ence and the end of the world, then there should follow
a period of testifying of the good news concerning the
kingdom ; that when such work is completed, then would
follow the expressed wrath of Jehovah and a time of
trouble on earth such as was never known, and that it
ghall be the last. (Matthew 24:21,22) Since Elisha
was anointed to do a specific work, it seems certain that
Elisha pictures the anointed of God doing a work in
the name of the Lord as his witness, and doing it in &
time of peril; and that while so doing it these anointed
would fully appreciate the fact that the Lord God is
their shield and that he is their salvation; and that
therefore they would not fear.

* During the most of Elijah’s experience he was bold.
He was fearless to make the proposition to the king
eoncerning the prophets of Baal, and then fearlessly
slew all of those prophets. Later, when Jezebel got after
him, he became fearful and fled. Afterwards Elijah re-
gained his courage and went on with his work; then he
and Elisha walked together until he was taken away.
There is nothing in the experience of Elisha to show
that he ever feared anything. It seems that Elisha pic-
tures a work of the anointed which is done without

Lear.
<« The apostle, in the text first above cited, says that

g3

those in whom the love of God is perfected have no fear,
Why should any one fear? The answer is, Because he
desires to preserve himself from rebuke, reproach ox
injury. Therefore selfishness is the cause of fear. Per-
fect love is the complete expression of unselfishness,
Therefore he who is perfect in love will have no fear.
He will have no fear, because he realizes that God is his
salvation. Elisha’s name means that very thing. Then,
says the apostle, in the day of the Lord’s judgment the
class that shall be perfect in love at that time must have
boldness in testifying to the name of the Lord; and
this boldness means giving the testimony without hesi-
tation and without fear.

¥ The facts and circumstances surrounding Elisha,
and the experiences through which he passed, seem to
clearly testify that during a certain period of the
church’s experiences, to wit, during the time of the
Lord’s judgment upon the church and upon the nations,
there must be a witness given in the name of the Lord,
and that this must be done fearlessly. This work, we
believe the Scriptures show, was foreshadowed by Elisha.
It seems therefore clear that both Elijah and Elisha
Tepresent the work of the church, and not individuals
in the church.

GOD’S WITNESS

¢ After the anointing of Elisha he arose and went after
Elijah and ministered to him. Elijah continued his
work, and there is nothing more said about Elisha until
the time Elijah was to be taken away. Elijah continued
to testify, by his course of action, that Jehovah is the
only true God. The slaying of the pricsts of Baal seemed
to have little or no effect upon the rulers of Israel. They
continued in their idolatry. Later the king of TIsrael
was sick, and he sent his messengers to inquire of the
Devil’s priests as to whether or not he should recover.
( ? Kings 1:2-16) God then directed Elijah to again
make a demonstration by which the rulers must under-
stand that Jehovah is the only true God. He did ihis
by causing fire to come down from heaven upon the mes-
gengers of the rulers.
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" The rulers of earth were exceedingly sick about the
latter part of 1917 and the beginning of 1918. The great
war had reached a climax, and they were inquiring
whether or not the world would ever recover completely
from the catastrophe. It was about that time that the
anointed of the Lord, the Elijah class, went forth with
Volume Seven of STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES and made
8 wide distribution of it amongst the people of Chris-
tendom. This was quickly followed by the distribution
of free tracts in great quantities, under the title “The
Fall of Babylon” and KiNcpoyr NEuws.

8 The message of truth as contained in these instru-
ments was doubtless the most scathing and fiery assault
that had been delivered against the ecclesiastical sys-
tem and her allies during the period of the Lord’s second
presence. The nations were told in that message that
the kingdoms of earth were certain to go down complete-
ly and would never recover, and that the kingdom of
heaven is at hand. The message published magnified
the name of Jehovah God. The antitypical Elijah was
maintaining the true meaning of his name, “Jehovah
is my God,” and was telling the people that the god of
this world is the Devil and that its end has come. It
was on the 24th day of February, A. D. 1918, that the
first public lecture ever given on the subject, “THE
Worrp Has Expen—Millions Now Living Will Never
Die,” was delivered to a public audience. The arrest of
the Lord’s people began the very next day.

ELIJAH TAKEN AWAY

®The next Scriptural account showing Elisha and
Elijah together is stated asfollows: “And it came to pass,
when the Lord would take up Elijah into heaven by a
whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.”
Then together the two, both evidently representing the
same class, journeyed from Gilgal to the Jordan river.
Elisha refused to be separated from Elijah. Elisha
knew that Elijah was going to be taken away shortly.
(2 Kings 2:5) Having reached the Jordan together,
“Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and
smote the waters, and they were divided hither and
thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.”—R2
Kings 2: 8.

MANTLE

10 The mantle which Elijah wore is defined as a gar-
ment or goodly robe. A garmen{ symbolizes a means of
identification or distinction; while robe more particu-
larly is a symbol of approval. Elijah’s mantle therefore
would seem to say, “This man who wears this mantle
is identified as an approved witness of Jehovah.” Truly
that is what Elijah was. Being a true witness for Je-
hovah, he used the message of truth to testify, and by
this message he was identified as the approved witness
of God. Therefore the mantle must properly be said
to symbolize that Elijah, the approved witness of God,
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used the message of truth to do the work that God had
committed to him to do.

Y Elijah wrapped up his mantle and with it smote
the waters of the Jordan. Waters symbolize people, and
a stream or quantity of water such as the Jordan would
symbolize an aggregation of people. Jordan means
“judged down”. The smiting of the water therefore
would seem to say that the time had come for the de-
livering of a message to the peoples of Christendom,
which should conmstitute a warning of judgment upon
them. Antitypically, then, the mantle would seem to
represent the message of God, formed into books and
tracts, prepared for the purpose of laying upon the peo-
ple; and these were laid upon the people, which de-
clared for Jehovah and that the judgment is at hand.
Volume Seven, “The Fall of Babylon” tract, and the
issues of Kinepom NEWS contained just such a message,
and the distribution continued till the Elijah work
ended. That smiting of Christendom with the message
of truth fanned the fire already kindled against the
anointed of the Lord. The ruling elements were burn-
ing with anger.

FIERY CHARIOT

12 After Elijah and Elisha had crossed the Jordan,
for a short time they walked and talked together. “Anrd
it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that,
hehold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of
fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went
up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and
Le cried, My father, my father! the chariot of Israel,
and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more:
and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in
two pieces.”—R2 Kings 2:11,12.

13 The taking away of Elijah marked the end of the
specific work which he had undertaken to do, and
marked the end of the antitypical Elijah work during the
second presence of the Lord. It was a fiery chariot that
separated Elijah and Elisha. It was a whirlwind that
took Elijah away. There is nothing to indicate that
there was any trouble between Elijah and Elisha. On
the contrary they were exactly in accord and working
together in harmony, and loved each other devotedly.

14 Antitypically therefore the two men at this point
must picture identically the same class of anointed ones
of God, but the line of division between the two works
was now being drawn. The chariot is a means employed
to move substances forward. It therefore well symbol-
izes the vehicle or organization used by the Lord to
carry forward the message of truth. The SoCIETY seems
clearly to fit that symbol. That is the organization
which has been used during the harvest period to carry
the message of truth to the people. A fiery chariot would
indicate destructive conditions in the vehicle or organi-
zation. Horses symbolize doctrines. A whirlwind sym-
bolizes great trouble, How, then, do the facts fit the
prophetic symbols?
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THE FACTS

1 In the spring of 1918 the faithful omes of the
Sociery were diligently engaged in pushing forward
the work of distributing the literature in the form of
tracts and books above-mentioned. The doctrines and
statements of truth contained therein formed an excuse
for a fiery trouble that arose within the ranks of the
Sociery, While this fiery trouble was on, the unholy
alliance—Dbig business, big politicians and big preachers
—seized upon the opportunity to act. There were Ju-
dases then within the ranks of the SocIETY, even as the
Lord had foretold there would be, and who he said
would hate and would betray their brethren.—Mat-
thew 24:10.

6 While this fire was in the chariot, separating breth-
ren, there came upon those who were doing the Elijah
work a great trouble, in the nature of a criminal prose-
cution by which the work of the Sociery was suddenly
stopped. That marked the end of the Elijah work. Then
and there Elijah was taken away. That does not mean
that the individuals were taken away; but, since Elijah
was a type of the work, it marked the end of the work
which Elijah was commissioned to do.

17 The scripture states that Elijah was taken up into
heaven by a whirlwind. Heaven means that which is
high and lofty. We know that he was not taken to the
presence of Jehovah as a man, because Jesus declared
long thereafter, “No man hath ascended up to heaven.”
(John 3:13) Elijah was a type. He was taken away
in a whirlwind, and nothing more was seen of him,
Antitypically this means that the Elijah work was fin-
ished at a time certain and reported to Jehovah in heav-
en. That time certain was during the fiery experiences
of 1918, as the Scriptures and the circumstances seem
clearly to prove.

18 When ILlisha saw that Elijah was being taken away
he cried: “My father, my father! the chariot of Israel,
and the horsemen thereof.” When the Lord’s conse-
crated anointed ones, who love the Lord and his cause
better than they love their own lives, saw the trouble
of 1918, resulting in disrupting the work and the im-
prisonment of many of the brethren, many of them cried
out: “My God, my God, the Sociery and the truths it
has taught, have they fallen to the ground ?” They were
in distress. That distress was indicated by Elisha’s tak-
ing hold of his own clothes and tearing them in two.
Elisha saw Elijah no more,

PICKING UP THE MANTLE

1® Elisha then tock up the mantle of Elijah that fell
from him, and went back and stood by the bank of the
Jordan. His standing there indicated a time of inactiv-
ity. The work of testifying to the truth having been
brought to a sudden halt in 1918, it took a little time
to identify the class that would go on with the work.
Elijah was gone, but the work of the Lord was not done.
Every effort on the part of the Lord’s truly anointed
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to turn the hearts of the peoples of Christendom back to
the faith of their fathers had ended. Subsequent facts
show that conclusively. That part of the work had been
committed to Elijah, as well as the restoration of the
fundamental truths, and that work had been completed ;
hence antitypically Elijah was done,

20 The work of giving the testimony to the name of
Jehovah and concerning his kingdom, however, must
go on. What now would be done? Elisha’s standing by
the River Jordan for a time, well represents the period
of time from the spring of 1918 to the autumn season
of 1919. It was a period of inactivity, perplexity and
uncertainty. What would the members of the church
on earth now do?

21 Since Elijah finished the work of restoration but
did not finish the work of giving the testimony, and
gince Elisha was anointed in the place and stead of
Elijah, then it follows that the work of Elisha must be
chiefly that of testifying to the name of Jehovah and
announcing the day of his vengeance and lifting up
his standard, that the people might see that the day
of deliverance and blessing is at hand. If this work is
to be done, who is going to do it?

ELISHA’S REQUEST

22 The facts that transpired following 1918 seem well
to fit the picture of Elisha. The spirit of Elijah would
identify the class to do the work. “And it came to pass,
when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha,
Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away
from thee, And Ilisha said, I pray thee, let a double
portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou
hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me
when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee;
but if not, it shall not be s0.” (2 Kings 2:9,10) Who-
ever would manifest that spirit would be identified as
the Llisha class.

22 Following the fiery trouble of 1918 it was a little
difficult for a time for some of the consecrated to deter-
mine who was on the Lord’s side and had his favor.
About that time several companies were formed, made
up of men and women all of whom claimed to be con-
secrated and in harmony with present truth. Some of
these companies claimed to be exclusively the little
flock and said that others made up the great company;
and all held vague ideas about what should be done. But
the Lord soon made it clear who should give the witness.
Keeping in mind that the mantle of Elijah was a goodly
robe, and therefore that it identified him as the approved
witness for the Lord, we notice that Elisha “took up the
mantle of Elijah that fell from him” and used it.

2¢ The period of inactivity of the church ended in 1919,
From September first to the eighth of that year there
was & general convention of the consecrated held at
Cedar Point, Ohio. Never before had the brethren, prior
to that time, enjoyed such sweet fellowship. Then and
there it was seen that there must be some more work
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done in the name of the Lord. New plans were announced
to do this work, and the brethren from that day forward
worked together harmoniously as the Sociery and re-
newed the witness in the Lord’s name.

DOUBLE PORTION

35 The request that Elisha made of Elijah was that
when Elijah was taken away he might receive a double
portion of the spirit of Elijah. To that request Elijah
made reply, ‘That is a hard thing, but if thou see me
when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee.
The words “if thou see me” clearly mean, if you discern
me. That is, ‘If you discern that the Lord was doing a
specific work up to a certain time and that it was in-
terrupted, but that the Lord still has another work fo
do, the first work being represented by Elijah and the
latter by Elisha, you shall have a double portion of my
gpirit” The word “double” here used does not mean a
duplicate but it means twice as much. The spirit of
Elijah was the spirit of love for God and an unselfish
devotion to his cause. It should be expected then that
the Elisha work would be marked with a double amount
of enthusiasm and zeal and loving devotion to the Lord’s
cause, and that such would be without fear.

THE FACTS

26 Tt was at the above-mentioned convention in 1919
that the Lord’s people began to see the distinction be-
tween Elijah and Elisha, and that both represented a
work to be done by the same class of people. In Sep-
tember, 1922, another general convention was held at
the same place. During the period of time elapsing be-
tween these two conventions the Lord’s consecrated peo~
ple had pushed on with the work of organization in pre-
paration for still greater work. Not until 1922 was there
8 real organized movement to get on systematically with
the work.

7 In 1922 the organization began systematically to
advertise the King and his kingdom. God’s people had
seen the distinction between the Elijah and Elisha work,
and they manifested a double amount of the spirit that
had been manifested prior to that time. All of the truly
consecrated who have been in the truth for some time
tan testify to the increased zealous devotion to the Lord
manifested by those who have seen the distinction be-
tween the Elisha and the Elijah work,

28 During the past five years there has been given on
the earth a tremendous witness. The Lord has privileged
his people to build and install printing and book-manu-
facturing plants in various parts of the earth, and to
print and manufacture books and magazines and tracts
by the millions, and to put them into the hands of the
people at a nominal cost. Furthermore, since 1922 the
redio has come into use; and during the past several
months the SociEry has employed a number of radio
stations to herald the message of truth far and near.
Many people have been informed concerning Jehovah
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God and his King and his kingdom. It is since 1922
that the Lord has poured out his spirit upon all the
church, even as the Prophet Joel testified that it would
be done. (Joel 2:28,29) Class organization work hasg
been perfected as never before. Since then the work of
testifying has moved grandly on, prompted by an un-
selfish devotion to the Lord; and the annual report for
1926 shows that the work during that year surpassed
anything that has ever been done in giving the witness
concerning God, his King and his kingdom.

THE LORD IN HIS TEMPLE

*° The Scriptural proof is that the Lord came to his
temple in 1918. Then it was, upon examination of the
consecrated, that he brought the temple class under his
robe of righteousness and gave to them the garments of
salvation. How aptly the name Elisha (“God is my
salvation”) fits the temple class! It is into the hands
of the temple class, the antitypical FElisha, that the
Lord commits all his goods; to wit, his kingdom inter-
ests. It is since that time that a great illumination has
come to those doing the Tlisha work. The members of
the Elisha class, in the temple of the Lord and having
their minds more fully illuminated, have increased in the
spirit of the Lord and have entered into the joy of the
Lord; and appreciating the fact that “the joy of the
Lord is their strength” they fearlessly push on with
the work.

% Never, since the time of the end of the Elijah work,
has there been any attempt made by Elisha to turn
Christendom back to the faith of Jesus and the apostles,
Christendom is cast off for ever. Christendom has re«
pudiated the Lord and his kingdom completely by
adopting the Devil’s substitute for the Lord’s kingdom
The work of the Elisha class is to testify that Jehovah
is God, that Christ Jesus is his King on his throne,
that the kingdom of heaven is here, and that the Lord
has begun his reign; and they are to lift up a standard
for the people and carry the message to the prisoners
that are held in bondage by the ecclesiastical systems,

WHY FEARLESS

" The experiences of Elisha show that he was absos
lutely fearless. The antitypical Elisha must show the
same spirit. Elijah was fearless most of the time; but
when threatened by a woman he fled because she had the
king behind her. The church had a similar experience
during the World War. When a whole army, with
chariots and horses, were sent by the enemy and sur-
rounded Elisha at night he was absolutely fearless. As
an evidence of his fearlessness and trust in the Lord
he said to his servant, “Fear not; for they that be with
us are more than they that be with them.”—2 Kings 6: 16,

32 But we must remember that both Elijah and Elisha
were types. They represented a work that is to be dona
under certain conditions. Now, since the Lord has come
to his temple, he comes to judge first his own house and
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then the nations. We are therefore in the day of God’s
judgment as indicated by the apostle in the text, 1 John
4:17. Now the church, the antitypical Elisha class, is
commanded to be fearless. As the name implies—*“God
is my salvation”—they truly say: “If God be for us,
who can be against us?”—Romans 8: 31.

% Loving the Lord more than they do their own lives,
the Elisha class fear not what man or Devil can do
against them. They claim as a class the promises that
the Lord makes to them, when he says: “O love the
Lord, all ye his saints; for the Lord preserveth the faith-
ful.” (Psalm 31:23) With them it is as the apostle
says: ‘You are in the day of judgment, therefore have
boldness in the proclamation of the truth. There is no
fear in love, but perfect love casteth out fear’ The
Elisha class appreciate the fact that it is their privilege
to be the commissioned and approved witness for God
on the earth; and that that is their chief business; and
that when this witness is done, the final end will come.

ENCOURAGEMENT

3¢ The complete light of the divine truth is shining
upon the Perfect Stone laid in Zion. (Zechariah 3:9)
From time to time flashes of light, reflected from the
temple, are given to the anointed ones who are the tem-
ple class; and these are permitted to see and understand
the precious promises that specifically apply to the
church at this time. Among these promises are the fol-
lowing: “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul
shall be joyful in my God: for he hath clothed me with
the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself
with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with
her jewels.”—Isaiah 61:10.

3 These realize that they have the testimony of the
Lord that he is their salvation, and that he has granted
unto them the garments of salvation and clothed them
with the robe of righteousness. They are the ones to
whom the Lord addresses himself, when he says: “Ye
are my witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God.”
(Isaiah 43:10,12) They hear the commandments of
Jehovah and joyfully respond thereto.

% To the Elisha class God is now saying : “Go through,
go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people;
cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones;
lift up a standard for the people.” (Isaiah 62:10) In
obedience thereto the ILlisha class bends its efforts to-
ward the kingdom. By the Lord’s grace they are gath-
ering out the stones that have stumbled many Chris-
tians, casting up the highway, pointing out to the peo-
ple the way to return to the Lord. They are lifting up
the Lord’s standard, that the people might see how to
come to his kingdom and receive his blessings.

37 At the same time that this work is in progress, the
Elisha class appreciates the fact that the Devil has been
cast out of heaven, and that he goes forth {o war with
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the remnant of her seed who keep the commandments of
God and who have the testimony of Jesus Christ. (Reve-
lation 12:17) They know that the Devil seeks every
opportunity, through all of his instruments, to destroy
them; yet they do not fear. Their fearlessness is due
to the fact that they know that Jehovah is their salva-
tion. To them he now says: “And I have put my words
in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of
mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the
foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art
my people.”’—Isaiah 51:186.

38 God has planted the heavens by ousting Satan and
putting his King upon his throne. He is laying the
foundation of the new earthly government. He is
commanding his people to bear witness to the fact; and
while this is being done, he shields and protects them
from all harm. These are the ones who constitute the rem-
nant of the Lord, and to whom he says: “In that day
shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for
a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people, and
for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judg-
ment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to
the gate.”—Isaiah 28: 5, 6.

82 “The great and dreadful day of the Lord” is rapidly
approaching. Satan’s earthly organization is about to
fall. The forces are gathering for the great and final
conflict. When the testimony is given to all nations as
a witness, then that day shall come and shall be marked
with a time of trouble such as the world has never known ;
and that will be the end. (Matthew 24:21,22) But in
that great and terrible assault of the enemy the remnant
of God’s people, the Elisha class, shall not be cut off;
but through Christ they shall be triumphant. (Zech-
ariah 14:1-3) All of the consecrated on earth, includ-
ing those prisoners in the prison houses, are a part of
God’s organization, symbolized by Jerusalem and some-
times called Zion.

£ The Iilisha class, having the privilege of being wit-
nesses for the Lord, are the feet of him who bring the
message of peace and salvation to those who have a
heart’s desire for the blessings of the Lord. The Prophet
Isaiah had a vision of these as the feet of him, and with
ecstacy he exclaimed: “How beautiful upon the moun-
tains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good,
that publisheth salvation ; that saith unto Zion, Thy God
reigneth !”’—Isaiah 52: 7.

OFPONENTS

41 Tt seems clear from the Secriptures that when the
Elisha work is in progress there would be some who
claim to be consecrated to the Lord but who would be
opposing the Elisha work. These have walked with the
Elijah class; but failing to discern when Elijah wasg
taken away, and failing to see the Elisha work, they
permit their minds to be turned against that which the
Lord is doing, and against the Lord’s brethren who are
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engaged in the Elisha work. God, through his prophet,
says: “Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble at
his word; Your brethren that hated you, that cast you
out for my name’s sake, said, Let the Lord be glorified:
but he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be
ashamed.”—Tsaiah 66: 5.

2 The facts plainly show that since the beginning of
the Elisha work there have been certain ones, claiming
to have been in present truth, who have opposed that
work; and these have not been privileged to see and
appreciate the light that comes from the temple because
they have not discerned the distinction between the
Elijah and the Elisha work, and have opposed the lat-
ter. They have therefore not received a double portion
of the Lord’s spirit, as indicated by the prophecy.

3 Then the prophet adds: “A voice of noise from the
city, a voice from the temple, a voice of the Lord that
rendereth recompense to his enemies.” (Isaiah 66:6)
The human voice, when trained, gives forth the most
harmonious sound that human ear has ever heard. No
instrument can perfectly represent a trained human
voice. On the other hand an untrained and cracked
voice is merely a mnoise, and represents discord. So the
prophét says that there comes from the city, from those
who claim to be of God’s organization, a voice of noise,
a discordant sound t;at is not in harmony with what
the Lord is doing.

#t Then there comes a voice of the Lord from the tem-
ple. This is beautiful and harmonious, because it is in
perfect attune with the Lord. This is the message pro-
claimed by the £lisha class. The voice is a symbol of a
message of truth. Those who are proclaiming this, as
shown by Isaiah 52: 7, are the feet of The Christ, there-
fore engaged in the Elisha work. They are also called
the watchmen; and of them the prophet says: “Thy
watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice to-
gether shall they sing ; for they shall see eye to eye, when
the Lord shall bring again Zion.” (Isaiah 52:8) These
are the ones now to whom the Lord has committed all
his goods. They are his watchmen, watching and safe-
guarding the interests of the kingdom—represented by
his goods. They see eye to eye concerning the great
truths of the Lord’s plan that he is unfolding.

45 Their hearts are filled with joy, and together they
lift up the voice and lift it up with gladness. They
break forth into joy and singing together. They see
that the Lord is in his temple; that the Devil has been
cast out of heaven; that the King is in action; that the
Lord has come to his temple; that he has covered with
the robe of righteousness those whom he found faithful,
and granted unto them the garments of salvation; that
he has poured out his spirit upon his people, regardless
of their previous standing or position in the body; that
the Chief Corner Stone has been laid in Zion in com-
pletion, and that upon that Stone is shining the full
and complete light of truth which from time to time
is being reflected from the temple into the face of the
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faithful. No longer thinking of self, but being wholly
devoted to the Lord, they have no fear. Their meat and
drink is to know and to do the will of the Lord; and
by his grace they keep his commandments, and his com-
mandments are a joy to their hearts. Such is the condi-
tion of the Elisha class, who are doing the Elisha work.

OBEDIENCE

*6To the Lord obedience is more acceptable than
sacrifice. FEach one had to make a sacrifice in order to be
begotten by the spirit of the Lord. Now as new crea~
tures, to be acceptable to the Lord, obedience is required.
Jesus said: If you love me, you will keep my command-
ments; and I will love you, and my Father will love
you’ The commandments now given to the Elisha class
are so clear and convincing that there can be no doubt
as to what shall be done. A witness for Jehovah must
be given to the nations, that he is God ; the people must
be told that the kingdom is at hand; the day of the
vengeance of our God must be declared; the standard
of the Lord must be lifted up for the pecple; and the
Elisha class is commanded to do this work. But how is
it to be done?

#? Can this work be done by folding the hands? Can
it be done by merely addressing a few from the plat-
form occasionally? Can these commandments be met
by maintaining a long, sad countenance, and by saying,
“I want to get rid of this world and go home and resi”?
Why has the Lord permitted his people to build and
equip printing plants, and why has he brought together
his consecrated to manufacture books containing the
above message? Are these to be thrown aside and not
used? All will answer, No ; they must go into the hands
of the people as a witness.

3 But who are going to carry them into the hands of
the people? Only the sisters? The answer is that the
Elisha class will do this work, whether that class be made
up of women or men, pilgrims or colporteurs, workers
in'the office or treaders at the mill. No one who is really
of the Elisha class will need to be asked to go; he will
delight to seize the mantle, the message of truth, and
hurry on and use it in every possible way to smite the
waters; that is to say, to give the message of truth to
the people.

42 The radio now pierces the prison walls and com-
mands the attention of the prisoners. Then follows the
little army of the Lord, made up of the Llisha class, to
bear the message in printed form. Iet each one who
claims to be consecrated to the Lord ask himself: Am
I obeying the Lord; do I love him; and am I proving
my love by keeping his commandments? Those who
are keeping his commandments are joyful, and the joy
of the Lord is their strength.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What does the name Elisha signify? What did the Elijah
work consist of? Was it expected to avert the smiting of
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the earth with a curse? When was the Elisha work to be
accomplished? Who constitute that class? [ 1, 2.

Was Elijah ever fearful? Was Elisha ever fearful? What
would cause a Christian to become fearful? What makes
the Elisha class bold? T 3-5, 31-33.

TWhat happened between the king and Elijah after Elisha's
anointing? How was this fulfilled? Narrate the taking
away of Elijah. 1 6-9.

What did Elijah’s mantle represent? What did his smiting
of the waters of Jordan signify? ¥ 10, 11.

What is meant by the chariot of fire and the whirlwind?
What did Elisha say as Elijah was taken away? Apply
the picture.  12-18. )

What did Elisha’s standing at the Jordan illustrate? What
was Elisha now to do? § 19-21.

What was Elisha's request of Llijah, and the latter's reply?
When did this begin to be fuifilled, and how? What has
clearly identified the Elisha class? T 22-28,

What was the Lord to do when he would come to his tem-
ple? What has been the experience of the Elisha class
since that time? How does the EKlisha work specifically
ditfer from that done by Elijab? 1 29, 30.
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How is Isaiah 61:10 being fulfilled at thls time? What
command is now given to the Elisha class, and how lIs i{
being obeyed? | 34-36.

Is there a present peril for those who now keep the come
mandments of God? How has God now planted the heav-
ens and laid the foundation of the new earth? Why hag
the smiting of the earth been delayed this long? Who is
now fultilling Isaiah 52:7, and how? T 37-40.

Should the Elisha class have expected opposition from some
who had walked with them? Why would such oppose tha
Lord’s work now? What are the facts? { 41, 42,

What is the “voice of noise from the city” and the ‘“voice
from the temple” (Isaiah 66:6)? Why do those of tha
temple class now lift up their voiees with special glad-
ness? [ 43-45.

What does the Lord require of his people? What are they
now specifically commanded to do? Who will do it, and
how? Was Elisha urged to take up the mantle of Elijah?
Will the Elisha class need urging? How is the Lord now
piercing the prison walls, and what are we expected tq
do in connection therewith? § 46-49,

PETER AND THE RISEN LORD

——May 8—Jory 20:1-10; 21:1-23——

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who according to his great mercy begat us again

unto a living hope of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”—1 Peler 1:3, B. V.

happened to Peter alter he went out from the

high priest’s courtyard, bitterly weeping because
of his fall. But of all the desolated company who waited
over the sabbath in uncertainty and, in the case of the
women particularly, with some measure of impatience
born of desire to do something for the body of Jesus,
Peter must have suffered most, His sin against the grace
of God in his denial of his beloved Master and friend,
and his remembrance of the last lock he had from the
Lord, who surely heard his last denial, would well-nigh
weigh him down.

2 During that sabbath day the little band would meet
together to comfort each other. But whatever they
thought, it is certain that they did not expect that Jesus
was to be raised; for the next day’s great events took
them all by surprise. Peter would be comforted by the
remembrance of his Master’s words, “I have prayed for
thee, that thy faith fail not” (Luke22: 32), words which
showed him that though Jesus kpew that Peter would
deny him he would nevertheless not cast his erring dis-
ciple off. Peter in his self-agsurance risked danger to
his faith.

2 How many of the other disciples knew of Peter’s
fall we do not know; it is almost certain that John
heard Peter’s denials or knew of them; for it was
through John’s help that Peter gained admittance to
the high priest’s palace. John, who was known, spoke
to the damsel who kept the door, to ask her to let Peter
in. Probably the other disciples did not know of Peter’s
fall until all was over, and then perhaps by Peter’s own

NOTHING is recorded in the Gospels to tell what

telling; for John, who loved him, would hardly tell
the others of Peter’s grievous deflection. Love hides tha
sins and defects of others; it docs not expose them.

¢ On the first day of the week, very early in the morn«
ing, the faithful women were at the tomb, while the
disciples probably met in their upper room. The women,
to their amazement, found the tomb open and the guard
set to keep it gone away; instead two men in shining
apparel appeared to be in charge. These told the women
that the Lord was risen, and that they were to go and
tell this to the disciples. They went, but the disciples
treated what the women said as if they were idle imagin-
ative tales. They thought that the women were merely
excited.

> Mary Magdalene was one of the women early at the
tomb. She ran to tell Peter and John, who perhaps wera
not with the others; and they both ran to the tomb.
John outran Peter, but hesitated at the entrance. Peter
on coming up went into the tomb, and there discovered
that what had been told them was true; the body of the
beloved Master was gone!

¢ They went away, but Mary lingered at the tomb, and
Jesus appeared to her. Then he appeared to the women
as they went. But to the disciples he made no appear-
ance. Peter must have been comforted when he was
told that the angels had said to them, “Go and tell his
disciples and Peter that he goeth before them into Gali~
lee.” (Mark 16:7) He knew then that his Master had
not repudiated him. Later on in the day the Lord ap-
peared to Peter. It was after the walk to Emmaus and
before he met with all the company. (See 1 Corinthiang
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15:5.) What was said to Peter is not related. Probably
it was only a brief appearance, intended to confirm his
faith and to assure him of his Master’s care for him.

" When Jesus met all the disciples there was no refer-
ence to Peter’s deflection. On the second time of Jesus’
meeting his disciples he directed them to go to Galilee.
Waiting there was tedious to Peter, and doing nothing
hurt him; and a night’s fishing could make little differ-
ence to their Master—he would not come in the night.
So Peter said, “I go a fishing”; and the others agreed
to go with him. He was still the leader, the most force-
ful man amongst them. They toiled all night but caught
nothing.

8 In the morning as they were approaching the shore
a stranger called out: “Children, have ye any meat?”
It surely seemed rather singular. A stranger might have
been expected to ack if they had fish for sale rather than
food to eat. But answering him they called out, No.
Then he bade them cast their net on the right side of
the boat. as if he from the shore had seen some move-
ment of {ish. Theyv obeved him, and now they were not
able to draw the net in because of the multitude of fishes.
John discerned the similarity between this and the time
when Jesus called him and Pcter and James and Andrew
to him 1o become fizhers of men. Here they were again
on the lake, and as if they needed a second call to join
the Lord. He said to Peter, “It is the Lord !” Impulsive
as ever, DPeter hastily picked up his outer covering gar-
ment, left the others to drag the net to shore; and into
the sea he went to go to the Lord.

* When they got to the shore thev found that the
Lord already had a fire and food cooking for them; and
thev discerned once again that their great Provider, the
Shepherd of the sheep, was taking care of them. They
ate togcther. Then the Lord, apparently taking Pcter
aside, addressed himself to Peter, speaking to him by his
old name of Simon, as he had done when at the time of
Peter’s assurance he told him that Satan had desired
to have him. He said, “Simon, son of Jonas. lovest thou
me more than these?” Our Lord’s words have been in-
terpreted as if he meant, Do vou love me more than this
fishing tackle? Dut that interpretation could surcly not
be right; for Peter had gone back to the boat that night
merely to occupy his hands, not because he had turned
away from his Master’s call.

10 In his self-assurance Peter had avowed to the Lord
that though all men forsook him he would not do so.
The time had now come when the Lord would rehabili-
tate Peter. Peter avowed his love and said that the Lord
knew it. Then, said the Lord, “Feed my lambs.” Per-
haps the one thing that had prevented Peter from receiv-
ing in humility all that the Master had for him was a
lack of care for those who were called to the Lord. But
again the Lord put the question to Peter, and again
Peter avowed his love and devotion. This time the Lord
said, “Feed my sheep,” as if there were a progression of
service for Deter.
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11 To Peter’s surprise and pain the Lord said a third
time, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?’ This
grieved Peter, because it seemed to show a lack of con-
fidence. He again avowed his love; and Jesus again
replied. “Feed my sheep.” Three times he had denied
the Lord ; three times the Lord put the question of love
to Peter, as if Peter needed to question his sincerity.
It was a painful process, but it accomplished its purpose.
Peter’s attention must be averted from himself so that
he might become a caretaker of the sheep, such as his
Master had been to all and especially so to him.

12 The Lord then indicated that Peter should have
a long time of service; for he said, “When thou shalt
be old, thou shalt stretch forth thv hands. and another
shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest
not” (John 21:18), and his own profession in his
avowal should be fulfilled. Thus Peter was reinstated
into his place of service, and was given the added bless-
ing of being carctaker in some special way over his
Master’s sheep.

13 This study, while giving its fine illustration of the
love of Jesus and of hiz watchful care over his own, also
shows that some actions of those responsible hy reason
of lLnowledze cannot be mnassed by unnoticed. Peter’
might have thought that because the Lord had met with
the disciples. himself being present, on two occasions and
had not referred to the matter of the denial, that noth-
ing was to be said about it. Dut that could not be, neith-
er for Peter’s sake nor for the work’s sake. Peter could
never have had satisfaction if there was not an act of
restoration, and the church he was to serve would ever
have been doubtiul were it not certain that the Lord
had received Pcter back; for it would have been impos-
sible to keep his lapse a secret.

4 But it is to be noticed that besides this twice-re-
peated question which made it appcar as if Jesus had
some doubt of Pcter’s sincerity, there was no other pun-
ishment. Teter's own bitter regret was sufficient. “For
godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be
repented of : but the sorrow of the world worketh death.”
(2 Commnthians 7:10) It was partly to give Peter au
assurance that he would never again make such a ms-
take that the Lord told him that he should die faithful.

1 Put Peter was unchanged in characteristics. As
Jesus spoke to him he turned and, seeing his friend
Johu, he said, “Lord, and what shall this man do?” (or,
What shall happen to this man?) He hardly spoke
kindly of his beloved friend John. Jesus mildly rebuked
him and said, “If I will that he tarry till I come, what
is that to thee? Follow thou me.”—V. 22,

16 But if Peter's readiness, curiosity and impulsive-
ness were to remain with him through his days, they
were to be brought into subjection to his new mind.
Without doubt this incident not only gave Peter his old
standing amongst the disciples, but turned him wholly
to the Lord. Peter got converted and used his natural
abilities in the service of the Lord and his sheep. It is
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he who writes to the faithful, reminding them of the
chief Shepherd and urging the elders to care for the
sheep. “Feed,” he says, “the flock of God which is among
you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but
willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind.”—
1 Peter 5: 2.

17 What influence the much quieter and steadier John
had on Peter at this time we can only surmise. It seems
very probable that they lived together; for John had a
home in Jerusalem. When Jesus was dying and John
was near the cross Jesus said to him, “Behold thy moth-
er,” meaning that Jesus’ mother was henceforth to be
John’s care as a mother to him; and from that hour
John took her to his own home.—John 19: 26, 27.

18 These two apostles were very unlike; but it is very
evident that they loved each other sincerely; and John
must have suffered when he heard Peter deny that he
knew his Master, and saw his beloved friend fall so low.
There is no question of John’s forgiving Peter because
he had denied the Lord. John was wise enough to know
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that Peter had not fallen from grace in his heart, and
that it was the outward, unwieldy human nature side of
the man that had at the moment gotten the upper hand.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

Which of the disciples evidently suffered most between Je-
sus’ death and resurrection? Did the disciples expect that
Jesus would be raised on the third day? Did they know
of Peter’s denial of his Master and chide him for it? 1 1-8.

When and why did the women go to the sepulchre? What
did they see and hear there? Did the other disciples be-
lieve thelr story? What did Peter and John do? f 4, 5.

What did Jesus say when he appeared to Mary? When did
Peter say, “I go a fishing”? Tell what happened the next
morning. { 6-8.

TWhat question did Jesus thrice put to Peter, and why?
How did Jesus then comfort Peter? § 9-12.

YWhat special lessons may we get from this study? What had
Peter said when Jesus rebukingly replied, “What is that
to thee?” Did Peter learn the needed lessons from his ex«
periences? ¥ 13-16,

Who was the other outstanding apostle, and how did he
and Peter regard each other? § 17, 18.

PETER AT PENTECOST

—May 15—Acts 2——

“Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and
ye shall receive the gift of the holy spirit.”—Acts 2: 38, R. V.

and his ascension were days of suspense and sur-

prise for the apostles. The Lord did not appear
to them many times; but every appearance was a special
occasion, and collectively they served to convince the
disciples that their beloved Master was alive. Luke says
that the proofs were infallible; and the conviction of the
disciples was absolute. Apparently it was necessary that
as men this fact should be assured; they were not ex-
pected to go before the world to witness to the resurree-
tion on evidence discernible only to the spirit. If the
disciples had believed in the soul’s immortality, the
appearance of their Master could not have been consid-
ered as very unusual ; and as there would have been no
need to talk about infallible proofs of the resurrection,
they would not have talked in that way. The appearance
of Jesus would have been considered as similar to the ap-
pearances of angels, such as had frequently happened in
Israel.

* In the purpose of God it was appointed that Jesus
should return to heaven to continue his ministry only
after forty days had passed after his resurrection. On
the fortieth day he led his disciples from the upper room
in Jerusalem to go as far as Bethany. Then he told
them that they should remain in Jerusalem till they re-
ceived the holy spirit, which was hig Father’s gift to
them. He gave them their commission; and at last, in
the act and attitude of blessing, he began to ascend ; and

THE forty days between the resurrection of Jesus

8 cloud coming down received him and took him out of
their sight. The cloud itself was an unusual occurrence;
for the time was in the fine weather of the spring season.

8 There is no reason to believe that the disciples
thought that Jesus had taken his body of flesh to heav-
en. On each occasion he had appeared in a different
form. Not once in all the apostles’ references to Jesus
after his resurrection is there any suggestion that they
had any such thought as that their Lord had taken his
body of flesh to heaven, The dogma of the resurrection
of the body, in the case of either Jesus or any one else,
is a doctrine of demonsg intended to mislead men as to
the purpose of God. We may suppose that the disciples
now met each day onward ; and that every day some new
phase of truth would be seen, making every day profit-
able. Apparently both the women who had been with
Jesus and some of the other 500 who were ardent be-
lievers and lovers of Jesus met with them.—1 Corin-
thians 15: 6.

¢ They would talk of the things which they knew from
the Scriptures, for it was from these that they were to
get their instruction; and they considered the break in
their numbers through the deflection of Judas. They
saw passages, such as Psalm 109: 8, which they decided
must apply to this particular case; and though they had
no commission to act and did not understand what the
spirit was to be to them, they proceeded to elect another
in the place of Judas, This they did, casting lots be-
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tween two who appeared to them to meet the necessary
conditions and to be equally eligible; and there is noth-
ing to show that the Lord did not acknowledge their
action. These henceforth constituted “The Twelve”.

* On the fiftieth day after the resurrection, and ten
days after the ascension, they gathered together in the
upper room very early; for it was the day of Pentecost.
Without doubt they thought that that day might be a
special one. They must have begun to see that the Lord
in his ministry and in his death fulfilled types, and that
his resurrection corresponded to the day when the high
priest offered the first-fruits of harvest.—Lev. 23:1L.

¢ Luuke says that they all met with one accord, which
shows that they had a common purpose and understand-
ing. Probably they prayed that such blessings as the
Lord might have for them might be received into good
hearts. Suddenly there came a sound as of a rushing
mighty wind, and they saw tongues of fire on each other.
They knew this was that for which they had waited.
Soon the disciples began to feel the urge of the holy
spirit; they wanted to express themselves and found
themselves speaking in languages to which they were
strangers.

" The report of this soon spread abroad. Probably
some of the 120 who were present went out into the city
to tell their friends. A great concourse of people came
together ; for the day being the feast of Pentecost, the
city was filled with Jews from as far east as Elam and
as far west as Lybia in Africa, and from all the sur-
rounding countries, They were amazed; for each heard
men known to be uneducated Galileans speak in the
language which they were accustomed to hear in their
respective countries from which they had come. Many
said, “What meaneth this?” Others mockingly said,
“These men are full of new wine.”—Acts 2:12, 13.

® Probably it was the latter remark which aroused
Peter. Calling the disciples to stand with him he stood
before the people and said, “Ye men of Judea, and all
ye that dwell at Jerusalem [that is, those who are stop-
ping in Jerusalem for the feast], be this known unto
you, and hearken to my words: for these are not drunk-
en, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the
day.” (Acts 2:14,15) He declared that this which they
saw and heard was the fulfilment of a prophecy by Joel;
for Joel had foretold that God would pour out of his
spirit upon all flesh, when their sons and daughters and
even their handmaids and servants should prophesy.—
Joel 2: 28, 29.

® No one could understand how this prophecy would
be fulfilled till it should be in process of fulfilment; for
prophecy cannot be read beforehand, mor is it given
that men may know future detailed events. But all
Jews knew that in days past God had given his holy
gpirit in Israel, as in the special endowment of Bezaleel
for doing the fine work of the tabernacle, or as when
Samson was endowed with extraordinary strength, and
as when the prophets wrote, It was apparent that Joel
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could not mean that the holy spirit would come upon
every one in Israel, whether or not they were careless of
the covenant of Israel or indifferent to it. It must fall
upon those who wanted to be in harmony with God or
who desired to be so. If when that blessing came there
were any in Israel who did not receive it he might there-
by know that he was not in right heart condition, and
be should immediately amend his ways.

11t should be noted that Peter did not immediately
declare that this manifestation was a proof of the min-
istry of Jesus of Nazareth. To have done so would al-
most have certainly diverted the minds of the crowd
into anger. He took the better way, and showed that a
prophecy awaited fulfilment and that it was being ful-
filled before their eyes.

1* The coming of the holy spirit was God’s seal upon
the apostles. By it they were anointed to their office
as priests. By it they were begotten to membership in
the new creation. By it they received quickened powers
of mind, and also it was the “earnest” of their future
inheritance. After receiving it they were changed men.
Thus it was not merely the spirit of truth which they
now had ; that is, some human desire for truth quickened.
It was the beginning of a new life; there was a clear
addition to their lives, so that they were no longer nat-
ural men but were enabled to live unto God in the
spirit.

** The fire was a symbol of a purifying power and of
accepted sacrifice; it also represented the presence of
God, as when God met Moses at Sinai to give him the
revelation which he would then make to his people, the
mountain then being altogether on fire. (Exodus 19:18)
The rushing mighty wind which sounded in the room
was a symbol of power.

1* Peter then explained why the prophecy of Joel
could now be fulfilled. He now showed that other scrip-
tures were being fulfilled in the life and death and
resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, who he said was the
One of whom David had spoken, who should die but
should not be left in death. (Psalm 16:10) He declared
that he and the others who stood with him were wit-
nesses of the fact of Jesus’ resurrection, and that this
holy spirit was proof that Jesus’ work was complete and
that the work of salvation had begun.

¢ Then Peter called upon them to repent and accept
Jesus as the One sent of God, and said that they also
should have the gift of the holy spirit: “For the promise
is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”
(Acts 2:39) He urged them in this way to save them-
gelves from that untoward generation. About three
thousand persons were added to the church that day.
The holy spirit could not be given until the ransom price
had been paid and sin atonement begun.—See Galatians
3:14.

16 That day of Pentecost has been called “the greatest
day in the history of the church”. Indeed it may be said
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that the church was born that day. The disciples of
Jesus were then by the covering common blessing made
a unit, they were quickened into one common life.
(1 Corinthians 12:12, 13) But to all well-instructed
Bible Students it is clear that what happened at Pente-
cost was not the complete fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy.
Like many other prophecies which at the first advent
were said to be fulfilled by events, Joel’s prophecy was
then fulfilled only in miniature. Joel connected his
prophecy with “the great day of Jehovah”, as if that
day were imminent when the prophecy should be fulfilled.

16 The destruction of Jerusalem and of the Jewish
polity were not far away when the spirit came at Pente-
cost; hence Peter’s exhortation, “Save yourselves from
this untoward generation.” (Acts 2:40) John had al-
ready urged the people to flee from the wrath to come.
(Matthew 3:7) The destruction of Jerusalem was
typical of that which in the great day of the Lord would
come upon Christendom, and which would be at the
time of the second advent. That time has come; hence
the time for the great fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy is
come.

17 God’s people in these last days have witnessed more
than one great day of divine movement and action, and
to those who are watching and following the way of the
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Lord it is evident that his spirit has again been poured
out upon a multitude of those who are faithfully follow-
ing the truth as it is in Jesus. This phase of the Lord’s
work has been fully dealt with in the columns of this
journal. Again the time of blessing is upon the faithful
in Israel, and again there is need for urgent service for
the God of Israel. All thesc share with Jesus in the
great work of declaring the name and the purposes of
Jehovah.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What time elapsed between Jesus' resurrection and his as-
cension? Why did he appear to his disciples during this
time? Describe the ascension. Did the disciples suppose
that he had taken his fleshly body to heaven? { 1-3.

What secriptures now began to be understood by them? What
action did they deem proper to take respecting the break
in their ranks? | 4.

What happened on the fiftieth day? How many disciples
were present? What did the populace think of the occur-
rences, and what explanation did Peter give? { 5-9.

What tact did Peter display in beginning his discourse?
What did the coming of the holy spirit mean to the
church? What did the fire and mighty wind symbolize?
{ 10-14.

What was the significance of Peter’s words, ‘“Save your-
selves from this untoward generation”? What did the de-
struction of Jerusalem typify? Has there been a further
fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy than that at Pentecost? Ex-
plain fully. § 15-17.

INTERESTING QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

UESTION: In Hebrews 8:1 the apostle says,

Q “We have such an high priest.” Of what order is

this High Priest? Was Jesus an High Priest

after the order of Melchisedec when St. Paul wrote these
words in Hebrews?

Answer: The specific answer to this question is, Yes.
A priest is one who officiates or acts for another as
principal officer. Priest of the Most High God is the
servant of the Most High God: When the Apostle Paul
wrote this text Christ Jesus was the great High Priest
after the order of Melchisedec.

Aaron was an Israelite of the tribe of Levi. He was
anointed to serve in the office of the priest. (Exodus 40:
13) He ministered unto God as the servant of Jehovah
in the office of priest. The work that Aaron did as
priest or servant of God foreshadowed a far greater
work that another Priest would do for Jehovah and in
the name of Jehovah. The Priest who should do that
work was and is his beloved Son.

Jesus was a Priest of God. He was sent to earth as
an Ambassador, as a Servant, and as a Priest of Jeho-
vah. He was not of the Aaronic order. He did not
descend from the tribe of Levi, from which came the
Aaronia priesthood. As a man his descent was from
the tribe of Judah. He went forth to do his great work
kn the name of Jehovah and for Jehovah ag Priest or
servant. Aaron therefore was not a type of Jesus, but

Aaron foreshadowed a work which Jesus would do and
which he did.

Aaron and his successors in office were born to the
priesthood, because that was God’s arrangement con-
cerning Israel and the priesthood. Had Jesus been born
to the Aaronic priesthood, then he must have been born
of the tribe of Levi. Upon this point the apostle says:
“If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priest-
hood, (for under it the people received the law,) what
further need was there that another priest should rise
after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after
the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed,
there is made of necessity a change also of the law. For
he of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to an-
other tribe, of which no man gave attendance at the
altar. For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of
Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning
priesthood. And it is yet far more evident: for that
after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth an-
other priest, who is made, not after the law of a carnal
commandment, but after the power of an endless life.
For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the
order of Melchisedec.”—Hebrews 7:11-17.

The Melchisedec priesthood was “without father, [and]
without mother”, That is to say, he was in that office,
but was not born to the office by a father and a mother
as was Aaron. He was “without descent”. That is to
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say, he had no successor in office, nor did he succeed
any one in office. “Having neither beginning of days,
nor end of life.” By that is meant that there is no rec-
ord as to the time of the beginning of the Logos, who
was afterwards called Jesus; and that he shall abide for
ever. Melchisedec was made like unto the Son of God.
And the antitypical priesthood abideth as priest con-
tinually, (Hebrews 7:3) Nothing of this kind could
be said about the Aaronic priesthood.

The conclusion must be then that Melchisedec was the
servant and officer of Jehovah God, and as such he pic-
tured or represented the Logos, also Jesus, also Christ
Jesus; and that the Lord Jesus fills the office of execu-
tive officer of Jehovah, and as such he is the active agent
of Jehovah for ever. Aaron merely foreshadowed a part
of the work that the Priest of the Melchisedec order
would perform ; to wit, a sacrificial work. Aaron’s work
was imperfect, and therefore there was need for another
priesthood. This other priesthood is the royal priest-
hood, of the order of Melchisedec, of which Christ Jesus
is the Head.

Question: In Hebrews 8:3, 4 we read: “For every
high priest is ordained to offer giffs and sacrifices:
wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat
also to offer.” Does Christ as Melchisedec Priest offer
sacrifice, and if so what, seeing that Melchisedec is
nowhere described as a sacrificing priest?

Answer: Yes; Christ Jesus offered and offers sacri-
fices as Priest after the order of Melchisedee. The ques-
tion is in error in stating that there is no scripture show-
ing that Melchisedec offered sacrifice. Melchisedec was
a type of the priesthood. Jesus is the antitype. As Priest
he offered himself to provide the ransom sacrifice, and he
offers the members of his body that they may participate
in the sin-offering. Note now St. Paul’s argument in
the seventh chapter of Hebrews. He has drawn a clear
line of distinction between the priesthood of the Levitic-
al order and the priesthood of the Melchisedee order.
He has stated that it was necessary to change the priest-
hood and that our Lord is the Priest after the order
of Melchisedec, and that he came from the tribe of
Juda; and then he adds:

“Wherefore he is able to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to
make intercession for them. For such an high priest
became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate
from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; who
needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up
sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people’s;
for this he did once, when he offered up himself. For
the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity;
but the word of the oath, which was since the law, mak-
eth the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.” (He-
brews 7:25-28) The positive and unequivocal state-
ment of the apostle is that our Lord did not need to offer
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sacrifice daily, but that he offered one sacrifice, to wit,
himself, which includes his body.

Without a question of a doubt the members of the
body of Christ, while still in the flesh, are designated
of the priestly order. They are not of the Levitical
priesthood but of the Melchisedec priesthood. Concern-
ing this St. Peter says: “But ye are a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people;
that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.”—
1 Peter 2: 9.

The anointed ones being members of the royal priest-
hood, and having received their anointing from the
Head, Christ Jesus, it follows conclusively that Christ
Jesus is of the royal priesthood, of the order of Melchi-
sedec, the active agent and the executive officer of Je-
hovah God. He does not have to wait until the Millen-
nial Age in order to perform the duties of that priest-
hood. Jesus was anointed at the Jordan ; and from the
moment of his ancinting he became the Head of the
royal priesthood, as mentioned by the Apostle Peter.
He performed his duties as such. The mere fact that
one is of the royal line does not.mean that he must not
serve. Christ Jesus was the Son of God when he was
on earth. At the same time he was a Servant of God.
He was also the Ambassador of God. He was also the
Priest of God, and continues to fill that office for ever.

Those who fill the office of the Aaronic priesthood
were born unto it. God appoints the Melchisedec priest~
hood. His beloved Son is the Head thereof. The Aaronid
priesthood served during the period of the Law Covenant,
and foreshadowed the sacrificial work that was to be
done by Jesus. The Aaronic priesthood ceased when
Jesus began his sacrificial work. The priest after the
Aaronic order offered bulls and goats, The Priest of
the Melchisedec order offered himself and his body
members.

This does not mean, however, that when the sacrificial
work is done the priesthood is done. On the contrary
God says: “Thou art a priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedee.” Christ shall for ever be the Chief Officer
of Jehovah, to carry out his work; and the body mem-
bers will be associated with him ; hence they are called
of the royal priesthood. The Melchisedec priesthood is
called a royal priesthood for the reason that in the type
Melchisedec was a king and a priest at the same time.
A royal priesthood means a reigning priesthood, acting
as officer or servant. The kingly class therefore occupy
a position of officer, and will serve Jehovah God in all
the ages to come.

Question: In Hebrews 9:27 we are told that “it is
appointed unto men [The Christ] once to die”, and in
Psalm 79:11 we are told that the prisoner class are
“those that are appointed to die”. Have both classes, as
such, been similarly appointed to die; and when, where
and how did the great company receive such appoint~
ment?
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Answer: Every one whom the Lord God justifies and
begets by his spirit is appointed to die. The justified one
must die; that is to say, his right to live as a human
being must cease at the time he is begotten to the divine
nature. As a new creature he must die in order to be
born with a new and glorious organism. No one is
talled to the great company class. All are called in one
hope of their calling. Some of the begotten and anointed
ones lose their anointing because of neglect in the per-
formance of the terms of the covenant which they have
made with Jehovah. They are blinded to the point of
believing that God wants to get them into heaven, and
that they must “develop a character” so that he can
take them to heaven. They entirely fail to see the duties
laid upon them by the terms of their covenant by sacri-
fice. The apostle describes them as blind.—2 Peter 1: 9.

Having been appointed to die at the time of being
spirit begotten, thereafter their judgment comes. The
judgment particularly applies at the time the Lord
comes to his temple. (1 Peter 4:17) At the time the
creature is appointed to die he is not a member of the
great company class, but he is called to the divine na-
ture. He lands ultimately in the great company class
because of lack of faith and devotion to the Lord. This
fact, however, does not change the original appointment
to death; he must die as a human being in order to be
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born as a spirit heing. Those of the great company class
will be born as spirit beings.

Question: In our study of THE WaTcE Tower of
October 15th, 1926, page 311, paragraph 34, the ques-
tion was asked: “Are hospitals a part of the Devil’s
organization ?”

Answer: In speaking of the Devil’s organization we
are to understand that it has reference to the ruling
factors of this world. This is sometimes spoken of as the
earth because being the visible part of the Devil’s or-
ganization, This organization is made up of the com-
mercial, political and religious elements. The common
people are in subjection to this ruling power and are
therefore of the world. Christians are in the world but
not of it.

We must not conclude that every organization of men
is a part of the Devil’s organization. Men organize some
things for their protection and comfort and aid. They
do it not because of the Devil but in spite of the Devil.
Hospitals do much good in relieving the sick and affliet-
ed. Such institutions are sometimes used, however, for
political purposes, because controlled by men in politics
who resort to anything to further their cause. Strictly
speaking the question should be answered in the nega-
tive Hospitals are not a part of the Devil’s organization.

INTERESTING LETTERS

THE BLESSINGS OF RADIO

DEAR JUDGE RUTHERFORD:

Having moved here from Philadelphia I recently tuned
in our radio and heard WBBR for the first time. You have
no idea how many doubts have been removed from our
minds concerning the Bible as a result. I have taught a
class in the Methodist Sunday School for years, but knew
not what I was teaching.

I hope we shall always be able to tune in on WBBR, as
your lectures and Bible talks are now a large part of our
life. Radio is a wonderful invention to enable you to spread
the truth.

The Watchtower station is blessed with a very good an-
nouncer. I do not know his name, but he speaks very clear
and distinet; and we enjoy hearing his health and hygiene
talks also. We have been listening in all day today to your
talks, and feel so grateful to God to be able to understand
the truth. I shall spread these glad tidings at every oppor-
tunity.

I obtained the book THE Harr oF Gon, and then sent it
to an aunt in N, Wales, G. Britain. I was surprised to
learn in reply that she had already learned all about the
truth over there.

It has been clearly shown that God has ordained that you
are the one to carry on the work left by Pastor Russell.

Yours in the truth,
AGNES E. CANNON.

N. J.

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF PRESENT OPPORTUNITIES
BELOVED BROTHER RUTHERFORD :

We who have been so richly blessed by the loving and
faithful ministry of yourself and your dear colaborers whom

the Lord has ordained to serve his church during this period
of special blessing and testing, desire to express our love
for you, our confidence in you, and our unswerving loyalty
to you; for we are sure that God is with you.

The precious truth which the Lord, through TEE WATCH
Towrr, is sending forth with ever new beauty and increas-
ing light, was never before excelled and is nowhere else to
be found—an indisputable evidence that that journal is
his appointed channel for the feeding, strengthening and
encouraging of his dear flock. We rejoice and give thanks
for the wonderful favor of spiritual discernment which
enables us to appreciate these truths and to appropriate and
apply them to our hearts and lives, as they flow with ever
refreshing sweetness from the throne of God.

We are thankful for the precious privileges of participat-
ing with gladness of heart in the service of our glorious
King, and in witnessing to the name of Jehovah, our God
and our Father; and, realizing that the poor groaning crea-
tion so badly needs the Truth and its comforts, we do not
hesitate to take full advantage of present opportunities to
proclaim the good news of the kingdom and that deliverance
is at hand.

May the great love and spirit of the Lord be in you and
abound more and more; so that, richly enjoying his all-
sufficiency at all times, you may continue to faithfully fulfil
that office and service to which he has appointed you. As-
suring you of our deep appreciation, love and prayers,

Yours in the bonds of love divine,
Hurr (Eng.) EccrLesia, A, TENNISON, Secy,
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