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THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is published by the WarcH Towrr Bisie ans TricT Socsery for the purpose of
aiding the people to understand the divine plan. It provides systematic Bible study in which
all its readers may regularly engage. It gives announcement of the visits made to Bible

classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives the reports thereof. The Inter-
national Sunday School lessons are treated in harmony with the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed Word of Truth. It stands firmly upon the
great ransom sacrifice as the fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It is
free from parties, sects, and creeds of men. It does not assume a dogmatic attitude, but confident-
1y invites a careful examination of its utterancesin the light of the infallible Word of God. It
does not indulge in controversies, and its columns are not open to personalities.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker of
heaven and earth, and is from cverlasting to everlasting;
that the Logos was the beginning of his creation; that t_he
Togos became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ
in glory, clothed with all power in heaven and earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wil-
fully disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that
by reason of Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners
and without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made a human being in order that he
might become the Redeemer of man; that he gave his life
a sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price;
that Jesus the divine arose from the dead, ascended into
heaven, and presented the value of his human sacrifice 2s
the redemptive price for man,

THAT for many centuries God, through Christ, has been

selecting from amongst men the members of his church,
which constitutes the body of Christ; that the mission of
the church is to follow in the footsteps of her Lord Christ
Jesus, grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and
plan of Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ
Jesus in his heavenly kingdom ; that Christ, Head and body,
constitutes the “seed of Abraham” through which all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesus has
returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed Christ
Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations and
beoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE HOPE of the peoples of earth is restoration
to human perfection during the reign of Christ; that the
reign of Christ will afford opportunity to every man to
have a fair trial for life and those who obey will live on
earth for éver in a state of happiness.
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1927 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

The general convention of the Infernational Bible Students
Association for 1927 will be held July 18th to 26th, at
Toronto, Canada. Announcement is made now to permit the
friends throughout the earth to get ready. Brethren are
expected from many countries.

Toronto is the capital of Ontario and has a population
of more than five hundred thousand, with another hundred
thousand in the vicinity. It is a railway center. It is only
a short distance from Niagara Falls. The city has provided
its beautiful fair grounds and all its buildings for the
convention, One of the buildings has a seating capacity
of ten thousand. The grounds are situated on the lake
.ront, segregated from the busy ftravel, and in a very
pleasant location. It is expected that the entire proceedings
of the convention will be broadcast from our own station,

remote control being installed at the convention auditorium.

This will be the only large convention during the vear.
All classes desiring to hold loeal conventions should notify
the SocIETY as early as possible so that pilgrims may be
routed in that way if at all possible,

MEMORIAL FOR 1927

The memorial of our Lord’s death will be celebrated in
1927 on Friday, April 15th, after 6 p. m. The method of
calculation is as follows: The new moon nearest the spring
equinox occurs in the morning of April 2nd, which marks
the beginning of Nisan at sundown on that day. Counting
fourteen days thereafter the fourteenth of Nisan begins at
sundown, about 6 p. m., April 15th, which is Friday. An-
nouncement is made at this time that the brethren may be-
gin to make preparations.

BETHEL HYMNS FOR MARCH, 1927

Sunday 6 203 13 164 20 79 27 59
Monday 7 287 14 217 21 120 28 231
Tuesday 1 248 8 271 15 218 22 233 29 27
Wednesday Z 30 9 277 16 185 23 267 30 317
Thursday 3 63 10 273 17 81 24 189 31 328
Friday 4 289 11 286 18 282 25 41

Saturday B 61 12 73 19 56 26 219
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THE SON AND SERVANT

“But he that is greatest among you, shall be your servant. And whosoever shall exalt himsclf, shall be abased;
and he that shall humble himself, shall be ezxalted.”—DMatthew 23: 11, 12.

¢ WYHE words of this text were spoken by the Son
1 of God. He was also at the same time the Ser-
vant of Jehovah. He was and is the greatest of
Jehovah’s sons. As The Servant of Jehovah he is the
greatest of all. No one could ever be accepted into the
kingdom of heaven unless he is like that beloved Son
and Servant.—Romans 8: 29.

2 Tt seems strange that at this stage of the develop-
ment of the divine plan there should be some who claim
to be begotten of God’s holy spirit and yet who at the
same time make strenuous objection to the service of
the Lord. ‘When the facts, however, are known and un-
derstood in the light of the Scriptures, that which is
transpiring now is not at all strange but rather to be
expected. God foreknew and foretold the same in his
Word. The matter is discussed here with the hope that
some who have been stumbling may be benefited and
fully restored to the Lord’s favor. It is also hoped that
this may aid those who are in the right way, and en-
courage them to continue joyfully in the service of the
Lord.

2 Some who claim to have been begotten to sonship
and anointed of the Lord deceive themselves into be-
lieving that they must-be honored amongst the breth-
ren now, and that their chief duty is to merely wait
until God needs them in heaven and takes them there.
They not only refuse to do anything in the service of
the Lord but they discourage others from so doing, and
even speak harsh words against some of the brethren
who are engaged diligently in giving the witness to
God’s holy name.

+ When one seeks to honor himself he is selfish. When
selfishness is invoked to clothe one with honor he there-
by dishonors God. It means that he is turning away
from God and toward himself. Such is manifestly the
result of a wrongful influence, operating either direct-
ly or indirectly from the enemy. We do well to keep
always in mind that he who is begotten of the holy
spirit is the object of Satan’s attack. That is es-
pecially true at this time. The method of the Devil’s
attack is diverse. One of his subtle ways is to instil
selfishness and pride ia the heart.

a5

% The Christian should keep before his mind the be-
loved Son of God and the cour<e that he took, and then
be diligent to walk in his steps The Scriptures prove
that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was at the same time
the bond-servant of God; that he performed every part of
such service as a bond-servant; that he did not exalt
himself but joyfully humbled himself under the mighty
hand of Jehovah; and that what is true of the Lord
Jesus must be true of all who are ultimately members
of his body.

® From the beginning the Logos was the Son of God.
He was always in harmony with Jehovah, and always
the delight of his Father. He was ever on the alert and
active to do Jehovah God’s will. In doing the divine
will he therefore served his Father.

DEFINITION

T A servant is one who works for or serves another,
voluntarily or by compulsion. One who has no freedom
of action, who is by force or coercion held under the
control of another, and who is compelled to render
service according to the will of another, is the hond-
servant of his master. Any one who acts in behalf of
another as a steward, ageut or representative, is a scr-
vant.

® Where one acts under the direction or coutrol of
another he is a servant of the one whom he scrves.
Whether he renders the scrvice voluntarily or involun-
tarily, in either case he is a servant. One mav volun-
tarily become the servant or slave of ancthor, or he roay
be compelled to fill the position of a bond-servaut. It
of Ius own volition he binds himself to another, ahwo-
lutely agreeing to do the will of the other, he thereby
becomes the voluntary bond-servant of him whom he
undertakes to serve.

° Satan the ememy has forced tha peoples of earth
into involuntary servitude. God never compels anyone
to become his servant, but he who voluntarily becomes
the servant of God is bound to perform the duties which
the will of God imposes upon him as such servant. One
may become the servant of the Devil by coercion or
compulsion. One becomes the servant of God by will
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ingly entering into a covenant with God so to do. Where
one loves another and, because of his love and confidence
in that one, voluntarily hinds himself as his servant,
then he is bound to carry out the obligations that are
laid upon him by reason of his covenant.

10 An illustration of this is given in the law that God
gave to Israel through Moses. If one Hebrew became
a servant of another, then lhe law provided that he
should serve for six years, and that on the seventh year
he should go free. But if at that time, when set free,
the servant refused to take his liberty, but bound him-
self to his master, the law provided a certain cercmony
to be performed which bound him for ever to his master.
“And it shall be, if he say unto thee, T will not go
away from thee, because he loveth thee and thine house,
because he is well with thee, then thou shalt take an aul,
and thrust it through his ear unto the door, and he shall
be thy servant for ever. And also unto thy maidservant
thou shalt do likewise.”~—Deuteronomy 15: 16, 17.

11 What could have been the purpose of putting this
provision in the law? The individual Jew would realize
that having voluntarily become the bond-servant of his
master he was duty-bound thereafter to render com-
plete service to the master and to safeguard every in-
terest that the master might commit to his keeping. The
nation of Israel would learn the same lesson, but on a
far greater scale; namely, that the people, having en-
tered into covenant with God. were duty-bound to ful-
fil that covenant in every manner.

12 As the mediator between God and Israel, Moses
laid before them the terms of the law covenant; and
after hearing those terms they said: “All these things
we agree to do, and will do” By the terms of ihat cove-
nant all the nation of Isracl became the servants of
God. Under the terms of the covenant they were duty-
bound to do and perform. When they failed or refused
to do the will of God they were subject to the punish-
ment prescribed by the law of that covenant. The apostle
says of thesc statements in the law that they foreshad-
owed better things to come. What good things then
did this provision of the law foreshadow?

13 Jesus was born as a human Son of God. (Luke 3:
38) DPrior thereto he was possessed with the right to
live on the spirit plane. Now he was born 2 human Son
of God, with the right to live on the human plane. He
did not, when the Logos, die as a spirit being; but his
life, that is to say, his existence, together with the right
to existence, was given to him on the human plane in-
stead of the same thing on the spirit plane or as a spirit
being. He was the spirit Son of God, and when born
as a man child he was a human Son of God. As a Son
in both instances he had the right to live. Life means
existence, and the right to exist. Every righteous crea-
ture that exists has life, because he has the right to
live. Every unrighteous creature is, in God’s sight,
without life, because he has no right fo live. The Logos
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at all times had the right to live. Jesus at all times
had the right to live.

** The child Jesus was born under the law as a mem-
ber of the nation of Israel. He was duty-bound, under
the terms of that law covenant, to keep that law per-
fectly. When he arrived at the age of thirty years he
was a perfect man mentally, physically, morally and
in every way. Being a perfect man he was able to keep
the terms of the law covenant, and did so. He did not
gain the right to live by keeping the law, because he
alrcady had the right to life; but he proved by keeping
the law that a perfect man can keep God’s law. He
arrived at complete manhood, under the terms of the
law, when he was thirty years of age. Having complied
with the terms of the law perfectly he was entitled to
be completely free from that law.

*> The Jewish ceremony, mentioned above (Deuter-
onomy 15:16,17), would therefore represent the per-
fect man Jesus entitled to be free from the terms of
the law by reason of keeping it. He might have elected
to remain for ever a man, and have filled the earth with
a perfect race of people and have exercised his rights
in harmony with the divine Jaw. But he was not willing
to do anything that might be selfish. Instead of taking
a selfish course he said to Jehovah, in substance, what
the law says: ‘I will not go away from thee, because I
love thee and thy house; I delight to do thy holy will;
thy law is written in my heart’—Psalm 40:8; He-
brews 10: 7.

¢ When Jesus came to the Jordan to be baptized he
signified that he was surrendering himself to God to
do whatever might be his will. Antitypically Jesus
there submitted to having his ear pierced to the wall.
That ceremony symbolically represented that from that
time forward he would hear whatsoever his Father might
command him, and would do it. Although he was a
Son, and entitled fo his freedom, yet he voluntarily be-
came the servant of Jehovah God; and thereafter he
refused to exercise his will in any way contrary to his
Father’s will.

17Tt s recorded of Jesus: “Then answered Jesus and
said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son
can do nothing of himself, but what he secth the Father
do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth
the Son likewise. . . . I can of mine own self do noth-
ing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just: be-
cause I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Fath-
er which hath sent me.”—Jchn 5:19, 30.

18 As a perfect man Jesus was a Son of God. Being
the only perfect One after Adam, one of his titles is
“The Son of the man”. That title means that the per-
fect man Jesus was entitled to everything that Adam
was entitled to as a perfect man. His covenant at the
Jordan to do the will of his Father then and there made
him the voluntary bond-servant of his Father. God was
pleased with his beloved Son in so doing, hence it is
written: “And, lo, a voice from heaven, saying, This is
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my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew
3:17) God was now pleased with his beloved Son be-
cause he had willingly made of himself a bond-servant
of his Father, because he loved his Father, and bound
himself for ever to do his Father’s will. His Father now
must put him to the test. He was put to the test and
proved his faithfulness.

19 Jesus was the most highly honored of all the sons
of God. On the mount of transfiguration his disciples
heard the voice of Jehovah out of a cloud, saying,
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased;
hear ye him.” (Matthew 17:5) By that we understand
that God was pleased with his beloved Son, and that
his beloved Son would tell his followers of the course
that they also must take in order to be pleasing to God.
He did tell them, He said: “If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow me.” He told his followers that the course
he was taking every one must take who would be asso-
ciated with him in his kingdom.

AS A SERVANT

20 God, through his prophet, announced the commis-
sion of authority of his Anointed One, when he caused
to be written: “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me;
because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tid-
ings unto the meek: he hath sent me to bind up the
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to them that are bound; to
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn.”
—Tsaiah 61:1, 2.

21 When Jesus began his ministry he applied this
prophetic statement to himself. (Luke 4:16-21) Iere
the Lord Jehovah had declared his will concerning his
Son, who was now his bond-servant. This commission
the Lord Jesus, as The Servant of God, must carry out
and perform. Immediately after his covenant he de-
voted forty days time in the wilderness to the study of
the Lord’s plan, and then began his ministry. There-
after he went about healing the sick, opening the eyes
of the blind, and comforting those that mourn.

22 But these things were incidental to our Lord’s
main work. The chief thing that Jesus did was to tell
the good news to the people concerning the kingdom
which his Father had appointed for him, and which was
and is the divinely provided means for bringing lasting
comfort, peace, health and life to the people. He taught
them that God is the only source of life. What he did
in the way of healing was merely examples of what he
will do when his kingdom is in full operation.—John
14:12,

23 In obedience to his Father’s will when the Logos
left the heavenly courts he became a man. He took upon
himself the form of a servant and performed the duties
of a bond-servant. (Philippians 2:7,8) Even though
he was at all times the Son of the great Efernal God
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he was now the bond-servant of his Father. He came
down from heaven, not to do his own will but to do the
will of his Father. (John 6:38) He said: “My meat is
to do the will of him [my Father] that sent me.” (John
4:34) By his own words he thus declared himself the
bond-servant of the One who sent him, and that he must
absolutely perform the will of his Master. What then
was the will of God concerning him?

WITNESS FOR THE TRUTH

24 As a Son of God, clothed with full right and authoxr-
ity to represent his Father, and as a bond-servant, Jesus
stood before Pilate; and in answer to Pilate’s question
as to whether or not he was a King, he said: “To this
end was I born, and for this cause came I into the
world, that T should bear witness unto the truth. Every
one that is of the truth heareth my voice.” (John 18:
37) Thus he testified that his chief purpose upon the
earth was to be the witness of Jehovah, and that those
who would hear and obey his voice would likewise be
of the truth and witnesses of the truth. During the
three and one-half years of his work as a bond-servant
of God he gave witness to the truth. He gave this wit-
ness by the course he took—by his words, by his life,
and by his death.

25 A gervant must be humble, To be humble means
that one must be wholly and completely submissive to
the will of his master. Jesus was completely submissive
to his Father’s will. He did not seek to exalt himself
at any time. Had he attempted self-exaltation he would
have violated his covenant. If was the purpose of Je-
hovah to make him the Author of eternal salvation to
all who believe, and to make him Head of the kingdom.

26Tt was the will of God that before giving to his
beloved Son this great honor, his Son, performing the
duties of a servant, must prove his loyalty under the
most adverse conditions. This entailed upon him suffer-
ing, therefore it is written: “Though he were a Son,
vet learned he obedience by the things which he sui-
fered; and being made perfect, he became the author
of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.”
(Hebrews 5:8,9) That suffering was not for the pur-
pose of perfecting his character, but was for the pur-
pose of demonstrating his loyalty while acting in the
capacity of a bond-servant. Thereby he proved that he
would be loyal when exalted to the highest place in
God’s universe.

27 The covenant which Jesus had entered into with
his Father was a covenant of sacrifice and by sacrifice,
and this covenant he was performing fully and com-
pletely. He had good cause to fear that he might fail
to meet some part of the requirements of that covenant,
and knew that his failure would mean extinction. There-
fore he cried unto God, and was heard and assured by
the Lord Jehovah that he was faithful. (Hebrews 5:7)
Having fully performed every obligation laid upon him
by the terms of his covenant he was made perfect, and
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was rewarded by being made the author of eternal sal-
vation to all who should thereafter believe upon him.

%8 At the time Jesus spoke the words of the text first
quoted herein (Matthew 23:11,12) he was declaring
the divine rule with reference to exaltation. He was
speaking to his disciples, and his words apply to all who
should thereafter become his disciples. He said: “Who-
soever will be chief among you let him be your servant.”
Jesus of course was chief amongst his disciples and
amongst all of the kingdom class, and at the same time
he was a servant of all and served all. That he might
emphasize the rule, he then said: “And whosoever shall
exalt himself, shall be abased ; and he that shall humble
himself, shall be exalted.”—Matthew 20:27; 23:12.

29 That the Lord Jesus spent his earthly faculties and
energies in service there cannot be the slightest doubt.
During all that time he did nothing to indicate that
he was seeking a place of honor. When he had completed
the work which God had given him to do he did not
even then claim a high place in the universe. He had
been a faithful and true witness for his Father. He
had been a true and faithful bond-servant. He said to
his Father: “I have glorified thee on the earth: I have
finished the work which thou gavest me to do. And now,
O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self, with the
glory which I had with thee before the world was.”’—
John 17: 4, 5.

80 Here Jesus expressed his willingness to be received
back with his Father, into the same position that he
had occupied before he began his service on earth, As
a bond-servant he completely submitted himself to his
Father’s will. When that divine will required him to
give his testimony by walking into the jaws of an igno-
minious death he did not falter. And for this reason
Jehovah exalted him and gave him a name above every
name, that at his name every knee shall bow and every
tongue confess that he is Christ, to the glory of Jehovah.
—Philippians 2:8-11.

WHY THE RECORD

81 WWhat was the purpose of God in causing to be made
the specific record of the course of his beloved Son as
a bond-servant? Did that have anything to do with
providing the ransom price? Certainly not; ransom
means an exact corresponding price provided. The per-
fect man Adam had sinned and was put to death. He
could be ransomed only by the perfect man Jesus volun-
tarily going into death. Had Jesus died instantly, with-
out suffering at all, as a perfect man he would thereby
have provided the ransom price. But, as stated, it was
also Jehovah’s purpose to exalt him to the divine na-
ture. God’s rule is that no one shall be exalted to the
position of kingship and immortality without first prov-
ing complete loyalty and unselfish devotion to him un-
der the most adverse conditions. Jesus, as a bond-ser-
vant, was required to fully comply with this rule.
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*2 But why make a record of it? In order that those
who would become members of Christ’s kingdom might
know what is required. If God would require his be-
loved Son to become a bond-servant and to completely
prove his loyalty under adverse conditions in order to be
exalted to the divine nature, then with stronger reason-
ing would God require all others who would share with
his Son in glory to prove their loyalty under adverse
conditions. These also must become bond-slaves and
fully perform the duties laid upon them.

HIS FOLLOWERS

83 When a man is justified by Jehovah that means
that he has a right to live as a human being. He is a
free man then; but the Christian, having agreed at the
time of his consecration to do the will of God, whatso-
ever that might be, thereby makes himself the voluntary
bond-servant of Jehovah God through Christ Jesus. He
becomes the servant of Christ, because Christ Jesus is
his Head ; and he also becomes the bond-servant of God,
because God is the Head of Christ.

# Some who have long been acquainted with the truth
seem to overlook the most important things that are
required of a Christian. They seem to think that God
is working hard to get them beautifully developed, in
order to take them to heaven. They acquire the thought
that all that the Lord requires of them is to profess to
be a Christian, then meditate upon some part of his
Word, and dream about how wonderful it will be for
them to be in heaven.

3 Such do not stop to consider the obligation that
must be performed by the bond-servant of Jehovah God.
It is true that all who are begotten of the holy spirit
are called to the heavenly calling, and to the hope of
life on the divine plane reserved for them in heaven.
But something is required before one can realize that
hope. What is required of those who are thus called ?
The answer is: “For even hereunto were ye called: be-
cause Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that ye should follow his steps.”—1 Peter 2:21.

BOND-SERVANTS

36 All who are begotten and anointed are sons of God.
(Romans 8:14; 1 John 3:1) But while such are sons
they must also be bond-servants, even as Jesus was a
Son and a Servant at the same time. In no other way
could one follow in the footsteps of Jesus. As a bond-
servant the will of the Christian must be to do the will
of God. As Jesus said so must hig disciple: “Of mine
own self I can do nothing.” The picture of the boring
of the servant’s ear with an awl (Deuteronomy 15: 16,
17) now applies to Jesus’ disciple; and symbolically he
says: ‘By my consecration I have agreed to be the bond-
servant of my Master, voluntarily and for ever” As
such servant he must do the expressed will of Jehovah.
Then, though the doing of the will of God causes him
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suffering in the flesh or suffering to his feelings, he
must perform his covenant.

¥ What would deter anyone from doing the will of
God when the doing thereof would bring mental or
physical suffering upon him? The answer is found in
one word, Selfishness. Selfishness is the very opposite
of love. Love is the expression of unselfishness. “If ye
love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15) The
keeping of God’s commandments by the bond-servant,
under the terms of his covenant, is a condition prece-
dent to having the Lord’s approval. “If a man love me,
he will keep my words: and my Father will love him,
and we will come unto him, and make our abode with
him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings:
and the word which-ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s
which sent me. These things have I spoken unto you,
being yet present with you.” (John 14:23-25) Jesus
was laying down the rules that must govern all who be-
come a part of The Servant class.

COMMANDMENTS

8 The proper course of a Christian therefore is to
ascertain what are the commandments of God concern-
ing him, and then do those commandments and do them
joyfully. The commandments of God are not always
the same at all times. When Jesus was on earth it was
not then proper to declare the day of God’s vengeance
because it was not God’s due time. Now the time has
come to declare the day of the vengeance of our God.
Now the world must be told that Jehovah is God, and
that he will vindicate his holy name and make for him-
self a name in the earth. All those therefore who are in
Christ and yet on earth are bond-servants, and they are
the ones to whom the commandments of God now apply.
To such Jehovah says: “Ye are my witnesses, saith the
Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen. ... Ye
are my witnesses . . . that I am God.”—Isaiah 43:
10, 12.

8 Satan the enemy has turned the minds of the peo-
ple away from Jehovah, and many who claim to be
God’s children mock his holy name. There are many
people on earth whom God would now have to hear the
truth, for their benefit and to magnify his name; there-
fore he commands his winesses thus: “Go through, go
through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people;
cast up, cast up, the highway; gather out the stones;
lift up a standard for the people.” (Isaiah 62:10) The
doctrines which have furnished stumbling stones for
the people must be removed from the people’s minds.
The people ‘must be pointed to the highway that leads
to life. God's standard must be lifted up before them,
and the Lord God commands his Bond-Servant class
to do this work. This is the good news of his kingdom
that must be declared to all nations as a witness.—
Matthew 24: 14,
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MEANS OF GIVING THE WITNESS

0 A faithful boud-servant of the Lord will avail him-
self of every means that his Master has provided for
giving the witness. Some who profess to be fully con-
secrated to the Lord are saying: “I will not sell books.
I have been a Christian a long time. I will preach from
the platform occasionally, and tell the people of my
experiences in the truth. My desire is to get rid of all
these troublesome things and go to heaven and see the
Lord. I will not humiliate myself by going from door
to door and asking the people te buy books.”

4 Tae WarcH Towrer has no desire to compel any
one to sell books, and does not believe the same to be
the Lord’s will. But Tme WarcrH Towegr, employing
the language of St. Paul, does say: ‘Brethren, your
reasonable service as the bond-servant of the Lord is to
employ all of your faculties in his service according to
his will.” (Romans 12:1) With cach one the controlling
question concerning books should be, Is it the will of
God that this means be employed to give the witness
to the truth? In arriving at a proper answer to that
question let us look at the facts and conditions as they
now exist.

¢2The Lord Jesus is the great Master, and is now
present conducting his work. We must give him credit
for doing his weork in his own good way. His way is
God’s way. Why has God made it possible for his con-
secrated people to have printing and manufacturing
plants for the publication of the divine plan in book
form, unless he wishes them to be used for that pur-
pose? Why, during the period of the Itlisha work, has
the Lord permitted a greater number of books contain-
ing the message of truth to be placed in the hands of
the people than at any other time? The only answer is,
That the people might know the truth. This is a
reading age. One might remark, “The Lord Jesus did
not sell bocks.” That is true; it was not then God’s due
time to have books printed and published. But the Lord
Jesus employed every faculty and means then at the
command of man to give a witness to the truth,

+* Again it may be asked, Why has the Lord brought
the radio into action at this stage of his work, and why
has he permitted his people to control and use a num-
ber of radio broadcasting cquipments for proclaiming
the truth? The only answer is, That by this means the
witness might be given. There are millions of people
who know something about the Lord, but who have been
blinded to their privileges, having been held as prisoners
and are yet thus held. It is manifest that since the
Lord has permitted his people to see these truths at
this time, and their privilege of giving a witness to the
prisoners, that such a witness mast now be given. The
radio is furnishing the means of reaching them where
they otherwise could not be reached ; and, once hearing
the message of truth, they are ready to read and learn
more about it.

¢ Thus the door is opened for the Lord’s servants to
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go amongst the prisoners and tell them more and in-
duce them to read, that they might know that Jehovah
is God and that his kingdom is at hand. To some it
may be more humiliating to go from door to door and
talk to the people than to stand upon a platform and
address a larger company. It may entail some suffering
mentally and physically, thus to do; but what is the
Lord’s will? If it is the will of God that the testimony
must be given in this way the bond-servant has no
alternative. It is his privilege to joyfully do the will
of his Father.

4 Suppose one is anxious to get rid of the toils of
this life and be exalted in the kingdom, and that he
wishes to hear nothing about the service of the Lord.
Dces not that show a disposition to self-exaltation?
Does not that, to a degree at least, show selfishness?
The proper attitude of the servant is, What is my Fath-
er’s will? This was the lesson that Jesus, the Son and
S~rvant of God, was impressing upon his disciples, and
upon the church now, when he said: “Whosoever shall
exalt himself, shall be abased ; and he that shall humble
himsclf, shall be exalted.” (Matthew 23:12) A full
and complete submission to the will of God is here
stated as a condition precedent to being exalted. Then
in order to emphasize the lesson Jesus said: “For even
the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.”—
Mark 10: 45.

4 The Lord does not compel any one to place books
in the hands of the people. He does however require
each bond-servant to meet his covenant. That covenant
requires the servant to now be a witness to the Lord and
for the Lord. If the Lord has chosen to send his mes-
sage out in the form of printed books then the obliga-
tion rests upon the bond-servant to do his part in put-
ting this message into the hands of the people. If one
finds that he does not wish to engage in this manner of
giving the testimony it would be much better for him
that he does not oppose or discourage others who are
engaged in the work. If this method of witnessing is
pleasing to the Lord, then he who discourages others
or opposes this method of witnessing is against the Lord.
Jesus said: “He that is not with me is against me.”—
Luke 11: 23.

PERFECT PATTERN

47 It is certainly the will of God that his servants on
earth now should look to and copy the perfect pattern,
Christ Jesus. His beloved and perfect Son voluntarily
humbled himself and became a bond-servant. For three
and one-half years he endured the contradiction of sin-
ners, and patiently and persistently went about to give
the witness concerning his Father’s kingdom. .As a
bond-servant he implicitly carried out his Father’s will,
Those who have the spirit of the Head, Christ Jesus,
will do the same thing. The Lord Jesus was the right-
gous Servant of Jehovah God. (Isaiah 53:11) All who
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are in Christ Jesus, and who are pleasing to the Father,
must be likewise a part of that righteous Servant and
follow the same course that he followed.

4 The chief duty and obligation laid upon all true
Christians now on earth is to be faithful and true
witnesses of Jehovah. Omne of the titles given to the
Lord Jesus for his service was “The Faithful and True
Witness”. No grcater honor can ever be conferrcd upon
any man than to be called the faithful and true witness
of the Lord. Tre WatcH ToweR urges the brethren to
participats in giving this witness, because it is expressly
the will of God concerning his people now. In corrobor-
ation of this th: apostle savs: “Be clethed with hu-
mility; for Ged resi teth the proud, and giveth grace
to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the
mightv hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.”
—1 DPeter 5:5, 6.

* Beloved in the Lerd, now are ye the sons of God;
and now also cellectivily, as members of the body of
Christ, ye are the servant of God. As a bond-servant
let each one faithfully perform the obligation of his
covenant. The Lord has thrown around those who love
him his shield and protection. Those who continue to
love him he will preserve and deliver, and grant to them
an abundant entrance into his kingdom. “Herein is our
love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the
day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this
world.”—1 John 4:17.

%0 We are now in the day of judgment; because the
Lord is in his temple, judging his people and judging
the nations. Every one who loves the Lord will be eager
to freely declare the message of truth concerning his
kingdom. Only selfishness will cause any one to fear,
When one is deterred by fear and reproach then he is
not perfect in love, because one who loves the Lord
perfectly is unselfishly devoted to the Lord and has no
fear. If, in giving the witness for the Lord, we are
reproached, then happy are we; for this is evidence that
the spirit of God, that leads to glory, rests upon us.
The world will speak evil of you, but on your part the
Lord will be glorified, and in due time you will receive
his complete approval.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

Why is Jesus the greatest of Jehovah’s sons? Can anyone
be great in God’s sight who is opposed to any part of the
Lord’s service? Why do some in the church disdain some
forms of service for the Lord, and what does such attitude
signify? How may we avoid Satan’s snares along this
line? 1 1-6.

What is a servant? Can one become a bond-servant volun-
tarily? Does God compel anyone to serve him? { 7-9.
‘What was the Mosaic law relative to voluntary servants,
and what lessons were thereby taught to the Jews? 1 9-12.
Did the Logos sacrifice his life when he became flesh? Did
Jesus gain life by keeping the law? How was his course
foreshadowed by the aforementioned provision of the

law? § 13-17, 23.

Why was Jesus called “The Son of the man”? Why was
God well pleased with his beloved Son? What did he
mean by saying, “Hear ye him”? { 18, 19.
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Where is recorded Jesus’ commission of authority? What
was his chief work when on earth? Why did he heal some
of the sick and not all? What did he declare before Pilate
to be his great mission? T 20-24.

How was Jesus’ great humility exemplified? Why did he
need to suffer? § 25-27.

What rule did our Lord announce concerning exaltation,
and how did he follow that rule himself? Did he ask a
reward for his service? § 28-30.

Did the ransom require a prolonged course of servitude on
his part? Why is his course as a bond-servant recorded?
1 31, 32.

After becoming justified what is then required of the
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Christian? Does the picture of Deuteronomy 15: 16,17
apply to the disciple as well as to the Lord Jesus? 1 33-36.

What would cause anyone to draw back from doing the
expressed will of God? What are God’s commandments
for the Christian now? § 37-39.

What special means is the Lord now pleased to use to dis-
scminate his message? Tlow do we know this? Should
we deem it to be a humiliating or an honorable service
to represent the King and bear the kingdom message to
those who sit in darkness? {1 40-43.

Can one be a bond-servant without serving? What did
Jesus do to earn the title “The Faithful and True Wit-
ness”? To what time does 1 John 4:17 apply? Explain
fully. 1 46-50.

REVIEW: STUDIES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

——MaRcH R7——

“If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments.”—dJohn 14:15, B. V.

HE lessons for the last quarter have provided a

I study in the life of a Chmstian. Though it is
common to apply that name to all people of the
western nations where the “Christian” religion is ac-
cepted, it is manifestly incorrect to do so. No nation is
Christian ; for all are governed by might and policy,
and the thought of what Jesus taught or said has no
bearing whatever in their counsels or purposes. Nor may
the term Christian be properly applied to members of
religious congregations, save as there is open and ex-
pressed profession by following the teaching of Jesus.
He only is a Christian who thus follows Christ and en-
deavors to further the work which Jesus began to do.

2 The followers of Jesus were first called Christians
in Antioch, and it would have been well if the name had
been confined to the true disciples. It would have been
well for the disciples, for they would have realized their
separation to Jesus; and it would have been well for
all men. There would have been much less hypocrisy
abroad in the world.

3 The first study of the scries was of Jesus calling some
fishermen of Galilee to be his disciples; he said that they
should become “fishers of men”. These and the other
apostles were called to do a special work for him. They
had no successors in that office, though many have
claimed to be such. But all believers in Jesus, whether
apostles or not, are by their union with him set apart
for God and are privileged to follow Jesus in the way
of sacrifice. This way is through trial and difficulty,
but it has his assurance that if faithful the disciple will
have a place with him at God’s right hand. The apostles
were to be fishers of men, and in a measure each dis-
ciple is called to the same work. But there is no sug-
gestion that they were set to catch in the gospel net all
the fish of the human sea.

¢ The followers of Jesus were to be a people apart
from their fellows. Their lives were to conform to his
in manner of service to God. It was therefore neces-

sary to set a standard of living. The law of Israel could
not help; indeed it rather retarded progress. Jesus
therefore gave the standard of the Sermon on the
Mount; it was the law of love, of reciprocity and of
mercy. The children of God were to be like their Fath-
er in heaven, compassionate, gracious, and ready to do
good to all—to the evil as well as to the just. Though
apart from the course of the world they were not to
consider themselves as aloof from the world.

5 With the coming of Jesus the Scriptures assumed
an importance not hitherto discerned. It now began to
be seen that they had been specially given for the pur-
pose of giving instruction for those whom Jesus was
calling to himself. It was indeed in great measure by
those Scriptures that Jesus himself was guided; and
it was by them as well as by the words of Jesus that
the early church found its instruction. It is by them
and by the added words of the apostles that the church
has ever been guided. This is the lamp of truth by
which the Christian must walk, and any lack of atten-
tion must mean corresponding loss or even disaster. Here
is the cause of organized religion’s lack; it has disre-
garded the Word of God, and now it has light neither
for itself nor for others, but hastens to destruction.

¢ Besides the gift of the understanding of the Word
of God hitherto withheld, there was now given to the
disciples the privilege of prayer in a way not hitherto
available. Also the holy spirit was given to quicken
the mind of each disciple, and special access to the
Father was given to the church that they might pray
in the name of Jesus. This is not to be understood as
a liberty given to®any individual member to selfishly
ask what he would; it was a gift to the church. The
individual Christian finds his prayers sometimes de-
clined; as when Jesus prayed thrice and his request
could not be acceded to, and as when Paul prayed thrice
and could not have his request. (Matthew 26: 39,42,
44 ; 2 Corinthians 12:8) But there is no recorded in-
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stance of united prayer which was net responded to.

* Further, Jesus showed that his followers must expect
to be temptad; indeed this is part of God’s plan for
them. In times past God had brought his people into
tests that they might prove their faith and develop
therein. The follower of Jesus must be tempted, partly
to prove loyalty, partly for the development of his life,
and partly to manifest the power of the grace of God;
for God is demonstrating that by his grace, and the
strength given by the spirit, and the knowledge of the
Word, that even a fallen man can resist the Devil. Adam
was perfect and yet f211; Jesus was perfect when he re-
pulsed Satan; but the fcllower of Jesus, though im-
perfect, can follow his Master in resisting Satan. Also
partly by this means (God demonstrates who are fo
form the seed which shall bruise the serpent’s head.—
Genesis 3:15; Romans 16: 20.

8 The followers of Jesus (like their Master) are
tempted as Eve was, viz,, as to the lust of the eye, the
lust of the flesh, and the pride of life. They are also
tested and tried as to their fidelity, in that they are
accounted stewards—particularly in this, that the Mas-
tor commits to them the intcrests of the kingdom of
heaven. Jesus retains his headship over the church,
but in his going away he was as a man going to a far
ccuntry who left his interests in the care of his servants.
Thus the disciple of Jesus is not to think of himself as
only a learmer or a scholar; he has responsibility, for
each disciple is expected to make some increase of that
which the Lord has given into his care. Further, the
disciple is responsible and is called upon fo give an
account for many things which he might consider as
personal to himself; having given all things to God
there is nothing left that he may claim as his own.

® By the illustration of the relationship of man and
wife Paul calls attention to the very close relationship
which exists between Jesus and his followers; their
spiritual union is illustrated by marriage. The church,
when it is united in one, is to be married to the Lord;
but there must even now, in each member, be faithful-
ness to such union as though the marriage had already
taken place. Those who are hushand and wife, both
consecrated to God, should live with the ideal ever set
before them that they are as one in God’s purpose, as
they are one in Christ—the husband as the head to care
for the body, the wife as the bedy subservient to the
head.

10 Further, the Lord caid that his disciples are “the
salt of the earth”. There is nothing to indicate that he
expected them, or the truth which he gave them, to
bring the world out of its degradation. His disciples
were also to be the light of the world, as a city set on
a hill. (Matthew 5:13,14) The leaders of Christendom
have led the people astray in this; they have considered
themselves as a light set to illumine the world and
lead it to God; but the light in them has becoma dark-
ness, and they have led the people into error, They can
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guide neither themselves nor others. Also in them it
is true that the salt has lost its savor and it cannot be
salted.

11 Christendom rejected the word of Jesus which bade
his disciples await his rcturn from heaven; they have
endeavored to set up a kingdom which they hoped he
might acknowledge. It is at this time, when faith is
failing and darkness is covering the earth, that God
has sent the light of truth; and that as at the first, he
has a people faithful to him. That light is now shining
and will shine until its light covers the earth as the
waters cover the sea.—TIsaiah 11: 9.

12 That it was never the Lerd’s purpose to have the
gospel proclamation convert the world is certain, de-
spite Christendom’s claim to the contrary. Had this
been God’s purpose, without doubt corresponding
arrangements would have been made, There would have
been a set purpose to convert those in authority, in order
to get hold of the masves of the people. This indeed is
what the church organizations have tried to do, and
have thereby fallen into Satan’s trap set for them.

38 The truth began to spread from Jerusalem, though
not by an organized movement of the church; it came
about through the dispersion of the brethren. The fierce
attack on the church through Saul was the immediate
means used. That dispersion seemed to be the Lord’s
indication to the apostles that their witness should begin
to go abroad. It began in Samaria, where many believed
and turned to Christ. However it was chiefly by the
Apostle Paul, after Jesus had met him and turned him
to see the truth, that the witness was carried into the
“regions beyond”.

¢ Tixcept to the apostles and to those who with them
were led of the holy spirit, the endeavor to scatter the
truth abroad in the world must have appeared te be
a very weak one; for there was no organized effort to
start on the work. We must suppose that the disciples
felt that they were under the care of the Lord. Ii was
plain that the Loord was not making any effort to spread
the truth abroad in the earth quickly. Even after Paul’s
conversion he was in loneliness many jears before his
work really began.

15 The means used for spreading the gospel were slow ;
the message seemed heaven-blessed only to the few who
received it. Indeed to many the slowness of the move-
ment must have becn a test of faith. There were no
ready means of transit; nor was there reading matter
which the apostle could leave behind, that the brethren
might get well instructed in the truth. It should be
clear to all that God was making no attempt to convert
the world. The early church got settled on this matter
when, in conference in Jerusalem, it was seen that God
was gathering out a people for his name. (Acts 15:14)
Nor during all the long centuries which have passed
has it pleased God to have his Word proclaimed to all,
nor to have endeavor made to set truth in high places in
the earth,
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16 But the ministry of reconciliation which ultimately
shall bring all men into the knowledge of the love of God
was then begun. The first phase of its preaching, which
has lasted all the time that Jesus has been away, provides
the ministers for that ministry. These, trained in the
school of Christ and with the love of Christ constraining
them, are being fitted for service with the Lord in the
kingdom. They are to be the priests for the people,
and with Jesus are to reign as his joint-heirs.—1 Peter
2:9.

17 The Roman church has claimed that its priests
have power to make sacrifice for and to forgive sins.
It is a blasphemous claim; only those whom God has
gathered out have that service, and they have it only
when the kingdom is established under Christ. God has
appointed the whole period of a thousand years of
Christ’s reign upon earth as the time for the full pro-
clamation of his gospel, and for the operation of those
remedial measures which shall restore all the willing of
mankind to the glory and honor of a perfect human
being.

3 Qur lesson calls attention to the fact that this
great place of honor and service is the Christian’s hope.
The life of the disciple on earth is like that of his
Master ; the course of consecration entails much suffer-
ing, both through the persecution of those who misun-
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derstand and through the malignancy of the Devil. But
the reward for the sacrifice is great. It is twofold; there
is the present joy of harmony of spirit with God and
of the consciousness of his care and blessing, and also
the future joy of unlimited service for him, with which
is associated the joy of the remedial service of bringing
mankind into harmony with God.

*®* But he who has this hope must cleanse himself
from the defilements of the flesh and spirit, so that
there may be now nothing in himself to hinder his ser-
vice, and that he may keep himself pure for companion-
ship with the Lord. He that hath this hope, says John,
“purifieth himself, even as he is pure”—1 John 3:3.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What is the meaning of the term Christian, and how is it
grossly misapplied? Did the apostles have any successors?
Are uall Christians “fishers of men”? 1 1-3.

To whom was the Sermon on the Mount addressed? Tor
whom were the Scriptures specially written? How do
we know this? 1 4,5.

Is the Christian’s prayer always answered? Why does God
allow his people to be tempted, and how? 1 6-8.

What human institution pictures the relationship of the
church to her Lord? How have Christians been “the salt
of the earth”? What has been their mission? § 9-12.

How did the truth begin to be spread abroad, and what has
it accomplished? f 13-16.

Hoﬂw ang. tor what purpose is the Christian being fitted?

17-19.

PETER BECOMES A DISCIPLE OF JESUS

——APRIL 3—DMARK

“And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I

ITH this lesson a series of studies in the life

\‘x/ and writings of Peter is begun. Of the band

of twelve men whom Jesus called that they

might be with him in his ministry and who, excepting

Judas, became the leaders of the early church, Peter

was the most forceful personality. His large measure of

human nature, with its advantages and its disabilities,

his ardor in all things he did and his great love for his

Master, have ever endeared him to the church of Christ.
He was and is a loved apostle.

2Tt has not been the good pleasure of the Lord to
give the church familiar particulars of the outward
appearance of those who were called to be his chief
servants, but of some there is so much said that it be-
comes comparatively easy to visualize them. When Je-
sus and Peter first met, the latter was not then the
aged man whom artists portray; he should more proba-
bly be considered as a strong healthy man even younger
than Jesus. He lived till “old” in the service of his
beloved Master, aged by service; and died at the hands
of cruel men, as Jesus had indicated.—John 21:18, 19.

1:14-19, 29-31——-

will make you to become fishers of men”—Mark 1: 17,

8 There is no reason for thinking that when Jesus
went to John to be haptized John’s discipics knew any-
thing of him, or that then John said auything to his
disciples to tell them of Jesus and of what he had seen
and heard when the visible cvidence of the holy spirit
had fallen in the shape of a dove, and the voice from
heaven had spoken. But when some weeks later Jesus
returned to the same parts, John then dirccted atten-
tion to him. DPeter was not then present with them,
though evidently he was a diseiple of John. But Andrew
his brother, knowing Peter’s earnestness, went for him,
saying, “We have found the Messias.” (John 1:41)
Peter immediately returned with Andrew; and Jesus
beholding him said, “Thou art Simon the sor of Jona:
thou shalt be called Cephas.” (John 1:42) Cephas
means a stone, and this is also the meaning of the name
Peter. Simon means, “One who hears or obcys.”

* Jesus saw in the hardy fisherman one who was very
pliable to outside influences. But he saw Peter’s heart;
and as Peter had already shown his desire to honor God
by becoming a disciple of John, Jesus saw too that Peter
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had such qualities within him as could be hardened into
a set purpose for righteousness. In the divine order it
came about that this man had much to do with the
establishment of the church of God. He became God’s
servant for the unlocking of the doors of opportunity
which the passing of the age was giving, and which the
opening of the new age was soon to produce.

8 In general characteristics Peter was amongst the
early band of those whom the Lord drew to himself
and who were so faithful to him, much as Jacob was
amongst the worthies of old days. Both Jacob and
Peter strike a responsive chord; every man feels that
these men were so much like himself, men whose faults
lay close to the surface, but whose hearts were right
toward God. Peter made many mistakes; and, as our
studies will remind us, he made one which might have
taken him very far from the Lord. But his love and his
loyalty, and the grace of the Lord, saved him from the
natural consequences of his impulsive errors.

¢ Though Peter and Andrew and James and John
were with Jesus from the beginning, they were not at
the first with him all the time A considcrable period
passed before Jesus definitely called these four men to
join him as his disciples, that they might be with him
and help him in his ministry. They had seen him from
the first days, and had fullest opportunities of seeing
that he had a divine mission, and of learning from him
by his life something of what that mission entailed.

7 Their call was a test; they had just gotten a mirac-
ulous draught of fishes; and while it was before their
eyes Jesus called them to come to be with him, and
said that he would make them fishers of men. Men of
active life would be attracted by the possibilitics of
such service. Without hesitation the four of them left
their means of livelihood and their home ties, so far
as that was possible—for Peter was married—to enter
into the service of the Lord under his direction. Peter,
referring to this, said: “Behold, we have forsaken all,
and followed thee.”—DMatthew 19:27.

8 Peter’s home was in Capernaum, where Jesus did so
many miracles and where after his rejection by his
townsmen of Nazareth he also made his home. That
Jesus was in friendly relationship with the families of
these disciples is implied rather than stated. We know
one incident, how after a miracle wrought in the syna-
gogue in Capernaum one sabbath morning Jesus went
to Peter’s home and there healed his wife’s mother, who
was sick with a fever. Partaking of their hospltahty
that day must have been a happy expericnce in the
fisherman’s home ; it was sanctified by the beloved Mas-
ter’s presence.

® Nor could there have been opposition on the part of
Zebedee to the course his two sons had takenm, or to
Peter and Andrew leaving the little combination of
fishing business of which Zehedee was the head. No
doubt the departure of these four young men made a
great difference to Zebedee, but had there been opposi-
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tion it surely would have been stated; and later we
know that their mother was in frlendly relationship.
—Matthew 20: 20, 21.

**The individuality which was so pronounced in
Deter, and which in the divine providence was made
much use of in Jesus’ ministry, was disclosed from the
time of his call and in the circumstances which caused
the miracle of the great draught of fishes, The little
flect of ships had been out all night and had caught
nothing. Jesus, passing along the lake side, was followed
by crowds of people who were excited by his mission and
who followed his every movement. The boats being un-
used Jesus asked Peter for the loan of their boat that
he might address the crowd from it.

* When Jesus had done speaking, as if to reward the
brothers for the use of their boat he bade DPeter, who
naturally would be the manager, to Jaunch out into the
deep and cast the nefs into the sea. Deter told Jesus
that they had toiled all night and had caught nothing.
It is easy to imagine Pcter, the experienced fisherman,
thinking that it was not likely that fish could be caught
in daylight, especially with all the crowds of people
about. To him Jesus was one who would not understand
the ways of fish; but, and perhaps a little condescend-
ingly, he said, “Nevertheless, at thy word I will let down
the net” (Luke 5:5) Apparently one net was all that
Peter thought would be nceded, though it is probable
that Jesus meant that the nets of more than one boat
should be cast. The fishes filled it, and it seemed as
if both the net and the special haul would be lost. Peter
discerning his foolishness and rcbuking himseclf, said:
“Depart {rom me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”
(Liwke 5:8) It is almost as if he would have had the
Master step out from the boat into the water.

2Tt was while this stress of emotion was on Peter,
and while the vision of apparent prosperity was before
them, that Jesus, ignoring Peter’s declaration that he
was a sinful man, called him and the others to join
him and explained that he would make them fishers of
men., The thought of such a great work as gathering
the hearts and minds of men into the truth which they
alrcady perceived in Jesus must have appealed to these
men ; and without hesitancy they accepted the call.

*3 This phase of eonsecration and discipleship should
ever be kept before the minds of those who are brought
into the truth. The Lord does not call every one to
leave the ordinary occupations of life to be set apart to
be fishers of men, but the fact remains that there is a
corresponding experience for everyone who becomes a
disciple of the Lord. He who sees the privilege of con-
secration to Ged according to the truth revealed in
Christ Jesus is separated unto God in spirit if not in
facts of ordinary life; and each one has the privilege
of doing something to bring others into the light of
truth, of becoming a fisher of men.

3 At the present time, and in the phase of God’s
service which is now open to his people, there is a greater
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similarity to the original call than has been possible
during the long period of the Lord’s absence. It is again
a time when the Lord calls men and women to him for
direct service, to bring their fellow men out of the sea
of this world’s trouble, distress, uncertainty and dark-
ness, into the light of present truth, to be saved to the
extent of coming into the knowledge of Jesus Christ. But
the call means sacrifice now as it did then; not only
consecration to give the heart to God, but work for will-
ing hands and feet.

% The ready response of these men must have brought
great joy to the heart of Jesus; for in a measure it was
a confirmation of his ministry, a manifestation of his
Tather’s blessing on it. We know that the miracles
wrought by Jesus were intended to call the attention
cf the people to the fact that God had visited his peo-
ple and had once again sent a Messenger to Israel; for
Jesus said this when he asked that his works should
witness to him as One sent of God. (John 14:11) Also
he wrought miracles to confirm the faith of John the
Baptist (Matthew 11:4, 5) ; but we may well think that
much of this evidence was for the confirmation of the
faith of his disciples, of those men who were soon to be
sent into the world as his apostles. But there is an even
greater confirmation for the servant of the Lord, in the
tact of the gift of the holy spirit.

1 Tn these days of the Lord’s second presence there
are outward evidences that the Lord is working with
his people; and these are so clear that they correspond
to the miracles of the first advent. The manifestation of
the truths long hidden in the Word of God, and the
corroboration which comes through the political and
religious facts working out in the events of the day,
confirm the Christian. Jesus said, “When these things
begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your
heads ; for your redemption draweth nigh.”—ILuke 21:28.

7 The light of the kingdom giving clearer interpre-
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tation of the Scripture is confirmed to the Lord’s ser-
vant, because he sees that the prophecies are being ful-
filled. Strengthened with these things he is enabled to
do the Lord’s work even under the most difficult cir-
cumstances, and to remain faithful and fixed upon the
rock of truth.

¥ Tt was no light thing which Jesus presented to
these men ; for already John the Baptist, through whom
they had been blessed*and by whom they had been
brought into relationship with Jesus, had been cast into
prison for his fidelity. Also they must have known by
this time that Jesus was no favorite with the authorities,
and that there was possible danger to them and perhaps
to life itself in their openly avowing themselves as
disciples of Jesus of Nazareth. But they hesitated not,
and trusted their future in the hands of God. They
had faith in Jesus and in God who had sent him.

1% Such faith has ever been rewarded, and will con-
tinue to be rewarded until the time for such is no more
—a time not far hence, because the day of the kingdom
of heaven has come. Soon the way of life will be one of
obedience to law; as yet it is to the law of love, lived
in faith in the promises of God.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

Who was the outstanding personality among the original
twelve apostles? as Peter an old man when he was
called? When did John the Baptist evidently acquaint
his disciples with Jesus? § 1-3.

What did Jesus see in Peter? How was he similar to Jacob?
When was he called? § 4-6.

What miracle did Jesus perform in Peter’s home? Was
Zebedee's household in sympathy with Jesus? Narrate
the circumstances of Peter's call to discipleship. T 7-12.

Is every disciple expected to be a fisher of men? Why did
Jesus perform miracles? How is our faith confirmed
pow? f 13-17.

Was it difficult or eas'y to remain an associate of Jesus at
the first advent? How is it today? { 18, 19,

AN INTERESTING LETTER

FOOD PAR EXCELLENCE

DEAR BrROTHER RUTHERFORD:

After I had studied THE Watcu Tower of Aug. first, the
article entitled “The Temple of God”, I was prompted to tell
you how much I appreciated it. It is truly food par ex-
cellence, served up to us by our most gracious Lord through
you dear brethren., I am more than delighted in the won-
derful truths that are constantly coming forth.

It is beyond all question of a doubt not only that the
Lord came to his temple in 1918 but that he thereafter
encircled his saints with the robe of righteousness that they
might “greatly rejoice in the Lord”. This ig clearly borne
out; for with those who see these truths and rejoice in the
Lord’s service the fellowship and true mutual love was
never so sweet. Love for God, his cause and his people
seems enhanced.

There can be no doubt but that the “leprosy of Uzziah”
is upon Babylon. Just this morning while canvassing amid
g strong papal district I met and talked with a fine intel-
ligent woman whose interest in the papacy is rapidly wun-

ing. She purchased a Harp and three booklets and showed
considerable interest as I explained the set. Among other
things she said: “The priests of this district are in great
fear. They are trying hard to terrorize the people with the
threat of hell if they do not obey, and threaten various
punishments, and yet the people show small alarm, cspe-
cially the young people. They listen to the wails of the
priest and then proceed to make dates with each other at
church regardless of what he says.”

It is all very interesting and encouraging to us and shows
that many forces are contributing to the doom of the
Devil's system, and ere long the King of glory will fully
manifest_himself to poor humanity. Meanwhile it is most
apparent to God’s people who are awake that he ig pleased
to use us that the heavens may be planted and that the
foundations of & new earth may be laid.

Assuring you again of my fond Christian love for you,
and with praise to our loving Father for the ever-dawning
light of present truth, I remain

Yours in the service of our King,
H. L. PHILBRICK.—Mas3,



INTERESTING QUESTIONS

ROBE AND GARMENTS
QUESTION : Will you please show the distinction
hetween robe and garments?

Answer: As used in the Scriptures a robe sym-
bolically represents that the party wearing it has re-
ceived the approval of some higher one who has author-
ized or granted to him the robe. Stated briefly, robe
represents approval.

A garment is a cloak or covering by which one is
marked or designated. It is a means or mark of identi-
fication. If you were to see a stranger walking on the
street and he was clothed in a blue jumper, covered
with grease, and his face and fingers were black, you
would conclude that that man is engaged in or has to do
with mechanical work of some sort. You would say that
ke is a mechanie. If walking along the same street you
saw another man wearing his collar buttoned behind
his neck, and his vest likewise buttoned in the rear, and
having on a long black coat, you would say, That man
is a clergyman. How would you distinguish between
the two men? By the garments they are wearing, of
course.

Men in various paths or walks of life are distinguished
or designated by the clothing or garments they wear.
A shepherd does not dress like a banker, nor does a
farmer wear the garb of the merchant. You will proba-
bly ask then, How can a garment be used in connection
with a Christian to identify him? The answer is, If
a man is faithful to the Lord, and is walking in the
footsteps of the Master, his very appearance shows that
he is not mixed with the world. He does not have to
wear some special kind of clothing to designate him,
His countenance is different, and he looks different from
other people. He can identify himself as a Christian
because he recognizes that he has the testimony of the
Lord through his spirit that he is the Lord’s, and it
is not difficult for other people to see that he is differ-
ent from men of the world.

Question: If only the prospective members of the
bride of Christ receive the robe of righteousness when
the Lord comes to his temple, how would we explain
Revelation 6:11, which reads: “And white robes were
given unto every one of them; and it was said unto
them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until
their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should
be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.”

Answer: Tt will be observed from the context that
the speaker is here referring to those who were slain for
the Word of God and for the testimony which they held.
He then shows that these have died a sacrificial death
because of their devotion to the Lord. All the faithful
Christians, since the day of Pentecost until the coming
of the Lord to his temple, who have had the Lord’s
approval would be included in the class mentioned. The
Apostle Paul testified just before his death that he knew
that he had kept the faith.

Now the scripture says that to these were given white
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robes, and that they should rest for a little season until
their fellow servants should Ye killed as they wore.
Having in mind now that a robe represents appro:al,
we would understand this scripture to mean that all
the faithful Christians who had died prior to the Lord’s
coming to his temple, and who had maintained that
faithfulness unto death, had the Lord’s approval; and
this approval is represented by the white robe given to
each and every one of them, but that they must wait for
their complete glorification and union with the Tord
until the others of their brethren have likewise fulfilled
their covenant.

Question: What explanation then would we give to
Revelation 7: 14, which reads: “And I said unto him,
Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they
which came out of great tribulation, and have washed
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.”

Answer: It is manifest that this scripture describes
the great company class, as explained in THE Warcw
Towsr of January 15, 1927, Herein it is called the
great multitude which comes up through great tribu-
lation. The writer of Revelation had a vision of this
class, and note where he saw them. He said that they
stood before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed
with white robes and with palms in their hands. (V. 9)
The fact that they stood before the throne and hefore
the Lamb shows that at the fulfilment of this vision all
of them have finished their course. How did they finish
their course? The inspired writer says, ‘These came
out of great tribulation and washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.” Otherwise stated,
when the great tribulation comes upon them, and they
are compelled to take their stand either for the Lord
Jesus Christ and on the side of Jehovah or for the Devil
and his organization, they will stand on the Lord’s side.

Because in this great tribulation they remain faith-
ful to the Lord they each are provided with a robe,
which symbolically represents that they have been faith-
ful. Therefore they stand before the throne and befora
the Lamb as approved ; hence they are said to wear white
robes and are messengers of peace, having palms in
their hands. They are the servants of the Lord before
the throne, and as such they are approved. This ap-
proval they obtain only by reason of the fact that when
going through the great tribulation their abiding faith
in the blood of the Lamb won for them the Lord’s
approval.

Question: Is it a proper statement then to say that
a Christian may get his robe spotted but that he may
go to the Lord and have these spots removed?

Answer: There is no scripture in the Bible with
reference to one having his robe spotted. The Apostle
James, in speaking of a true Christian, says: “Pure
religion and undefiled before God and the Father is
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their afflic-
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tion, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.”
(1:27) Be it noted that it here says to keep “himself
unspotted from the world”. The word “world” means
the Devil’s organization, visible and invisible; and one
who is truly following in the Master’s footsteps keeps
himself aloof from such; he does not touch the unclean
thing, and is separate and distinet thercfrom. In har-
mony with this the Apostle Paul states that which is
required of all whom the Lord will approve.—R Corin-
thians 6: 16-18.

Question: How then would we explain the statement
of Jude 23, which reads: “And others save with fear,
pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment
spotted by the flesh”?

Answer: It will be noticed that the language here
does mot say that it is the robe that is spotted by the
flesh, nor does it say “the garments”, but it does say
“the garment spotted by the flesh”. Again referring to
the definition of garment, we understand it to mean that
which distinguishes one from another or identifies one.
The garment of a Christian therefore would represent
his outward appearance, by which it may be determined
whether he is following after Christ or following after
the world. A man may be begotten of the holy spirit
and anointed, and yet so yield to the temptations of
the flesh that his identification might be in doubt.

Jude here is speaking of some who are thus stumbling
because of the flesh, yet who still have good hearts. And
he says to those who are really following in the foot-
steps of the Master: “Kecp yourselves in the love of
God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
untfo eternal life.” Otherwise stated, You yourself must
have mercy from the Lord; now therefore have com-
passion or merey upon others, and make a difference be-
tween erring brethren and men who are sensual and
have not the spirit of the Lord. Lven though a brother
has yielded to the flesh and gone astray, yet if he mani-
fests that he has a good heart and his identification is
marred by the flesh, help him get back into the right
way. Hate the outward appearance; that is to say, do
not be governed by it, but govern yourself toward him
in proportion as he shows a disposition to desire the
mercy and help and blessing of the Lord.

The admonition to the Christian is to take his stand
firmly on the side of the Lord and remain there, that
there may be no question about his identification as a
Christian. At the same time he must love his brother
who is conzecrated and begotten of the holy spirit. To
love him means to unselfishly watch for his interest and
to help him. And now if you see that your brother is
marred by his fleshly tendencies, and his identification
as a Christian is in doubt, for this reason be compas-
sionate with him and help him insofar as it is possible.

Question: In Hebrews 2:15 we read: “And deliver
them who through fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage.” Who are the ones here referred to
that arve in fear of death and were all their lifetime
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subject to bondage? Docs this mean those who con-
stitute the great company class?

Answer: It does not seem consistent with other serip-
tures to apply this text to the great company class. In
the preceding verse the apostle states that Jesus partook
of flesh and blood that he might destroy the Dewvil, who
has the power of death. In the 16th verse, according
to the DiacrorT, he says: “Besides, he does not in any
way take hold of angels, but he takes hold of the seed
of Abraham.” Clearly what the apostle herc means is
this, that Jesus became a man in order that he through
death might provide the ransom price, establish lus
kingdom, and destroy the Devil.

In other scripturcs the apostle has called aitention to
the fact that the Lord is sclecting members of his body
to be associated with him in the great work of restora-
tion; that in selecting this class he does not lay hold
of or select angels, but he does fake hold of or select
the seed of Abraham ; that is to say, those who have the
faith like unto Abraham. Abrabam believed God and
it was counted to him for righteousness; and the ford
God has selected nobody to be & tooiwstep follower of
his beloved Son, and a prospective member of his king-
dom, except those who have the faith like nuto Abraham.
The Apostle Paul says: “Know yon, certainly, lhat
those of faith, these are sons of Alnaham.” {Gula-
tians 3:7, Dracrorr) This does not mean thot they
are the natural descendants of Abraham, bot that they
are the children of Abraham because they arc faithful.

When the Lord has established his kingdom, who are
these then that he will liberate, who have heen in {ear
of death and who all their lifetime were held in bond-
age? Who has ever been in bondage and in fear of
death? The answer is, The nation of Isracl. God made
a covenant with that nation and promised that i they
would keep the covenant they should live, and that not
keeping it they should die. Undoubtedly the prophet of
the Lord refers to the same clags, when he savs: “Fools,
because of their transgression, and becanse of their ini-
quities, are afflicted: their soul! abhorveth all manner
of meat; and they draw near unto the gates of death.
. . . He sent his word and healed them, and delwvered
them from their destructions.”—DPsalm 107:17.18, 20.

Briefly then, Jesus becamce a man and by his death
provided the ransom price. He has now excluded Satan
from heaven. Soon Armageddon will be fought and the
Devil will be restrained ; then the Jews will be released
or liberated, and will accept Jesus as the Messiah, Tha
new, covenant will be put into opneration, Jews and
Gentiles will be blessed, and at the conclusion of that
reign of blessedness the Devil will be destroved, Tor
this wonderful work that the Lord will do in the 2l-
lennial Age he has not selected angels as members of
his body to work with him, but he selects from ammiy t
men those who have the faith such as Abraham hud
and who prove their faithful devotion unte the Loxd
even unto death.
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