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THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

THIS journal Is one of the prime fattors or instruments in the system of DBible instruction, or ‘“‘Seminary Extemsion”, now being
presented in all parts of the civilized world by the WarcH Tower BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY, chartered A.D, 1884, “For the Pro-
motion of Christian Knowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Soeciety’s conventions and of the
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published STUDIES most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei Minister (V, D, M.), which translated
into Inglish is Minister of God’s Werd. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible
students and teachers, By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated
—redemption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for
all”, (1 Peter 1:19; 1 Timothy 2:6) Building up en this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3: 11-
15; 2 I’eter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which. . .has
been hid in God, . . . to the intent that new might be made known by the chureh the manifold wisdom of God”—*“which in other ages
was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”.—Ephesians 3:5-9, 10.

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest
subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures. It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
hath spoken—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatie, but confident;
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as a trust, to be used only in his
service ; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his
good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite but urge our
readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship” ; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the gospel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stonc of his temple, through which, when
finished, God’s blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access te him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20-22;
Genesis 28:14; Galatians 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these “living stones”, ‘“elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together
in the first resurrection ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men tkroughout
the Millennium.—Revelation 15: 5-8.

That the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every
man,” “a ransom for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh inio the world”, “in due time’.—
Hebrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6.

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him ag he is,” be “partakers of the divine nature’,’ and share his
glory as his joint-heir,—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Peter 1:4.

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every
grace ; to be God’s witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age—Ephesians 4;12; Matthew 24:
14; Revelation 1: 6; 20:6.

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the

restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church,
when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35.

PUBLISHED BY

\WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
18 CONCORD STREET = mt BROOKLYN, N, U-SA:

FOREIGN OFFICES: British: 34 Craven Terrace, Lancaster Gate,
London W. 2; Canadian: 38-40 Irwin Avenue, Toronto, Ontario;
Australasian: 495 Collins St., Melbourne, Australia ; South African?
6 Lelie St.,, Cape Town, South Africa,

PLEASE ADDRESS THE SOCIETY IN EveEry CAsp

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE: UNITED STATES, $1.00; CANADA
AND MISCELLANEOUS FOREIGN, $1.50 ; GREAT BRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA,
AND SOUTH AFRICA, 78, American remittances should be made by
Express or Postal Money Orders, or by Bank Draft. Capadian, British,
South African, and Australasian remittances should be made to branch
offices only. Remittances from scattered foreign territory may be made
to the Brooklyn office, but by International Postal Meney Orders opdy.

(Foreign transtations of this journal appear in several languages.)

EDITORIAL COMMITTER: This journal is published under the
gupervision of an editorial committee, atleast three of whom haveread
and approved as truth each and every article appearing in these col-
umns. The names of the editorial commmittee are: J. F. RUTHERFORD,
W. B, VAN AMBURGH, J. HEMERY, R. H. BArseg, H. J. COWARD.
TERMS TO THE LORD'S POOR: All Bible Students who, by
reason of old age or other infirmity or adversity, are unable to
pay for this journal, will be supplied free if they gend a postal
card each May stating thelr case and requesting such provisiom
We are not only willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list
continually and in touch with the Berean studies,

Notice to Subscribers: We do not, as a rule, send a card of acknowledgment
for @ renewal or for a mew subseription. A remewal blank (carrying notice of expira-
tion) will be sent with the journal one month before the subscription expires, Change
of address, when requested, may be expected to appear oo address 1abel within one month.

Entered as Second Class Matter at Brooklyn, N. Y. Postoffice. Act of March Srd. 1879.

|BSA. BEREAN BIBLE STUDIES
ByMeansof ~ “The Watch Tower”

“Sacrifice and Obedience” “The Temple of God”
% June 15, 1926 7 August 1, 1926

Week of Feb. 6 ... 9 124 Weok of Feb. 20 ... § 132
Week 8f F(e-)b. 13 ... 1 2549 eck of Feb. 27 . . . § 33-65

1927 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

The general convention of the International Bible Students
Association for 1927 will be held July 18th to 26th, at
Toronto, Canada. Announcement is made now to permit the
friends throughout the earth to get ready. Brethren are
expected from many countries.

Toronto is the capital of Ontario and has a population
of more than five hundred thousand, with another hundred
thousand in the vicinity. It is a railway center. It is only
a short distance from Niagara Falls. The city has provided
its beautiful fair grounds and all its buildings for the
convention. One of the buildings has a seating capacity
of ten thousand. The grounds are situated on the lake
front, segregated from the busy travel, and in & very
pleasant location. It is expected that the entire proceedings
of the convention will be broadcast from our own station,
remote control being installed at the convention auditorium.

This will be the only large eonvention during the year.
All classes desiring to hold local conventions should notify
the SociETY as early as possible so that pilgrims may be
routed in that way if at all possible.

RADIO PROGRAMS
The following stations are broadeasting the kingdom messages
WBBR, New York City, 416.4 meters, Sun.,, Tues,, Thurs., Fri,
WORD, Batavia, Ill,, 275 meters, daily.
CKCX, Toronto, Ont., 291 meters, daily.
CHIUC, Saskatoon, Sask., 330 meters, Sun., Tue.,, Thursday.
KTCL, Seattle, Wash., 305.9 meters, Sunday, 9 to 10 p. m.
HKQ, Spokane, Wash., 394.5 meters, Sunday, 9 to 10 p. m.
XFWM, Oakland, Calif, 207 meters, Sun., Mon., Thurs, Sat.

BETHEL HYMNS FOR FEBRUARY

Sunday 6 21 13 330 20 151 27 62
Monday 7 22 14 200 21 18 28 227
Tuesday 1154 8 309 15 316 22 270
Wednesday 2176 919 16 2713 28 172
Thursday 228 10 78 17 89 24 310
Friday 4 217 11 57 18 153 25 216
Saturday 5333 12156 19 83 26 26
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THE GREAT MULTITUDE

“After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and peo-
ple, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes,
and palms in their hands.”—Revelation 7: 9.

EHOVAH gave unto his beloved Son, Jesus Christ,

a revelation of things which must come to pass, and

which he was to show unto his servants. This rev-
elution Jesus Christ gave unto John, a servant of the
Lord, in sign or symbolic language. John seems to have
piciured or represented the members of the body of
Christ, and particularly those found faithful at the end
of the age.

2 The Book of Revelation has always been difficult to
understand. The reason for this seems to be that it is
prophecy, and prophecy can be understood only when
fulfilled or in course of fulfilment. It is evident that
the Lord intended his church to understand it in his
own due time. As the prophecies of Revelation are un-
folded “the servant class” might expect to have some
understanding thereof. Being a part of the Word of
God it of course must be found strictly in harmony
with other parts of Jehovah’s Word.

$ Many of the prophecies, in both the Old and the
New Testament, show that the world comes fo a final
end amidst a time of great tribulation. The seventh
chapter of Revelation refers to that time of great tribula-
tion and declares that before it comes God will cause his
servants to be sealed in their foreheads. By this we un-
derstand that the faithful servant class would be given
a clearer mental vision and a deeper heart appreciation
of the divine plan as the church reaches the state of
completion this side the vail. The increased knowledge
would bring increased faith to those who love God and
would give these a full assurance of God’s protecting care.

+The Revelator declares that the sealed ones number
one hundred and forty-four thousand, divided into twelve
companies. This is understood to mean that the mem-
bers of the body of Christ number one hundred and
forty-four thousand, and that these members shall re-
ceive the divine nature and shall reign with Chrigt dur-
ing the Millennial Age. It seems clearly to include all
those whom the Lord Jesus finds faithful when he comes
to his temple and who thereafter continue loyal and
faithful even unto death. Such are the recipients of
God’s favor and reccive his care and protection in the
day of vengeance.

19

® The Prophet Isaiah seems to refer to the same class
when he mentions those to whom God becomes a crown
of glory and a diadem of beauty in the close of the age:
“In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of
glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the remnant of
his people, and for a spirit of judgment to him that
sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them that turn
the battle to the gate.”—Isaiah 28: 5, 6.

¢ Those found to be overcomers are made to sit down
with the Lord on his throne and are given power over
the nations. (Revelation 2:26; 8:21; 20: 6) Then the
vision discloses another company without number,
which is described as “a great multitude” which stand
before the throne, The question is propounded: “What
are these . . . and whence came they 7’ And the answer
is given: “These are they which came out of great
tribulation.”

HUMAN OR SPIRIT BEINGS?

7 Because the 144,000 members of the body of Christ
receive the divine nature and are assigned to twelve
tribes, and because it is stated that the great multitude is
from all nations, kindreds, peoples and tongues, the
argument has been advanced that the great multitude is
that throng of people who will be resurrected to human
perfection and who will live on earth for ever. Is the
great multitude made up of human beings or beings
possessing the spirit nature? This question we must de-
termine from the Scriptures.

® The fact that the 144,000 members of the body of
Christ are divided up or assigned to twelve divisions,
according to the names of Jacob’s sons, does not mean
that these are taken from twelve and only twelve dif-
ferent nations or people. God organized Israel into
twelve tribes. In his covenant with that people he prorg-
ised that if they would be obedient to him he would
make of them a kingdom of priests and an holy na-
tion, a peculiar treasure unto him above all other peo-
ples. (Ixodus 19:5,6) It is quite evident that had
Israel been faithful to the Lord and her covenant the
entire number of the kingdom class would have been
taken from the twelve tribes of Israel. Satan the encwny,
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working through the priests and other members of the
clergy of Icrael, turned the Israelifes away from God and
away from his anointed King. There was only a rem-
nant of Israel who accepted Christ and who were made
a part of the 144,000, even as the prophet had foretold.
—Romans 11:5; Isaiah 1:9.

? Jesus came to Israel and offered himself as King, but
was rejected. After Israel, under the leadership of the
clergy and rulers, had rejected the anointed King he
said unto them: “The kingdom of God shall be taken
from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the
fruits thereof.” (Matthew 21:43) St. Paul’s argument
is that only a remmant of Israel' after the flesh was
selected, that all the other branches were broken off, and
that in their places other branches were grafted in.
(Romans 11: 5-24) The apostle’s argument very plainly
shows that the favor of being members of the kingdom
class was taken away from the Jewish people and given
to peoples of other nations, to those of the Gentiles who
met the requirements of God; and that therefore these
were selected and are to be assigned to the twelve tribes
of Israel, as the Revelator shaws.

10 The pation which brings farth the fruit of the king-
dom is made up, as the Scriptures show, of those who
are spirit begotten, who accept Christ Jesus as the
anointed King, and who faithfully serve him and show
forth the praises of God even unto the end. (1 Peter
2:5-10) In selecting these God is no respecter of per-
sons. In the acceptable day whosoever makes a consecra-
tion to do the will of God and is accepted and begotten
of the holy spirit, and who thereafter faithfully per-
forms his covenant, has the assurance that he shall have
an abundant entrance into the kingdom of God.—2
Peter 1:5-11.

11 The promise is to all who meet the requirements;
and in selecting them God makes no distinction between
Jew or Gentile, bond or free. (Galatians 3: 27-29) What
God does and is doing is that he takes those whom he ac-
cepts as members of the body of his beloved One, and
then he assigns them to their respective places in one of
the twelve divisions of the kingdem elass. It is not im-
probable that the Lord assigns each tribe to some special
work in his great plan, because he sets the members in
the hody as it pleaseth him.—1 Corinthians 12: 18.

12 The facts show that those who give evidence of be-
ing members of the body of Christ have been taken from
various peoples, nations and tongues on earth. Of those
who compose the little flock a specific number is named ;
but the great multitude is without number (Revelation
7:9), being merely described as eoming from every na-
tion, kindred, people and tongue. This would in no wise
prove that the great multitude is a human class, but on
the contrary all the facts and the scriptures bearing
upon the matter under consideration show that those
who form the great multitude constitute a spirit class,

born on the spirit plane,

DROOKLYN, N. Y,

TRE CALL

* The Scriptures show that during the Gospel Age
there is but one call, and that is to the high calling.
(Ephesians 1:18; 4:4) Jesus stated that “many be
called, but few chosen”. (Matthew 20:16) The call
takes place at the time of consecration, justification and
acceptance by Jehovah. All who are called are begotten
of the holy spirit, and these have entered into a cov-
enant to do the will of God. At the beginning there is
no division between the little flock and the great com-
pany class, God does not arbitrarily assign some to one
class and some to another. In the atonement day sac-
rifice this is shown in the manner of selecting the Lord’s
goat and the scapegoat.

** Those who faithfully perform the covenant which
they have made shall have an abundant entrance into
the kingdom and shall constitute the kingdom class.
Those who are negligent and indifferent or fearful con-
cerning the performance of their covenant are describ d
as ‘blind and unable to see afar off’, (2 Peter 1:9) The
blind ones undoubtedly constitute the great multitude
class, who are pictured by the prophet as sitting in dark-
ness, for the reason that they have disregarded the Word
of God. They not only are blind but are brought low
and are held in prison and must go through great tribula-
tion. (Psalms 107:10-16; 142: 5-7;102:19, 20; 79: 11)
Many of these blind ones have been and are workers in
the denominational system, but they work not accord-
ing to the rules nor in the way that God has provided
that they shall work. (2 Timothy 2:5) The fiery test
comes upon them for the purpose of testing their work;
and their work is destroyed, as the apostle states, yet
they are saved as by fire.—1 Corinthians 3: 12-15.

15 The facts show that there are now more than 144,-
000 persons on earth who claim to be consecrated to the
Lord, and who are with the denominational systems.
These have conceived it to be their work and duty to
convert the world and to set up the kingdom for Je-
hovah. They are like a woman who has birth pains and
yet brings forth nothing. They have been subject to
a lord other than Jehovah. The clergy have ruled them,
and have done so under the supervision of their overlord
the Devil.—John 8: 44.

16 The sincere saints in the denominational systems
come to see their condition, which is represented by the
words of the Prophet Isaiah: “O Lord our God, other
lords beside thee have had dominion over us: but by
thee only will we make mention of thy name. . . . Like
as a woman with child, that draweth near the time of
her delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs; so
have we been in thy sight, O Lord. We have been with
child, we have been in pain, we have as it were brought
forth wind ; we have not wrought any deliverance in the
earth ; neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen.”
—Isaiah 26: 13,17, 18,

17 These see that their work is in vain, that they have
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accomplished nothing, that they have been misled by the
clergy, their lords, and by their overlord the Devil; and
they come to a determination to abide by Jehoval’s Word
and it alone. It is certain that all such who have been
begotten by the holy spirit must either die for ever or
live for ever, and those who live must live as spirit be-
ings. Not all who shall have part in the resurrection
shall be of the same class, because “one star differeth
from another star in glory. So also is the resurrection
of the dead”.—1 Corinthians 15: 41, 42.

18 The Psalmist describes a class as constituting the
bride of Christ, and ihen another class who are not of
the bride but who are companions to the bride. These
also are called virging, which means that they have been
purified through the washing of the Word and of the
blood of the Lord. This larger company is described by
the prophet as enfering into the palace of the King, but
they are not a part of the royal family. (Psalm 45: 14,
15) Of necessity such must be spirit beings and not hu-
man beings, because human beings eannot be of or as-
sociated with the heavenly kingdom class.

12 The Revelator deseribes such as a great multitude
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with
white robes and having palms in their hands. This
scripture shows that the great multitude is made up of
spirit beings, because human beings cannot stand before
the throne of the Lord. The palm is a symbol of martyr-
dom. A martyr is one who becomes a witness by reason
of giving up his life. Other scriptures show that the
great multitude does bear witness unto God by reason
of the kind of death that the members thereof shall die.
It is by their death that they testify that they are for
Jehovah.,

20 The vision of Revelation shows this great multitude
class standing before the throne, singing praises to Je-
hovah and to the Lamb, Christ Jesus; and there is as-
gociated with them at that time the angels of heaven.
The angels here mentioned are undoubtedly spirit be-
ings ; and those who associate with these angels in giving
praise to God and to Christ, as described by the Rev-
elator, of necessity must also be gpirit beings,

WHITE ROBES

21 Tn the vision given St. John the greaf multitude is
shown standing before the throne of God and clothed
with white robes. What could these white robes repre-
sent? They could not be the same as the robe of right-
eousness mentioned by the Prophet Isaiah (61:10);
because there the word “robe” is in the singular, whereas
each one of the great multitude is described as being ar-
rayed in a robe; hence the white robes here mentioned
gre numbezless. The robe of righteousness is God’s mark
of approval, given to the body members of Christ when
he comes to his temple; that is to say, those whom the
Lord finds faithful when he comes to his temple he
covers with the robe of righteousness, showing their
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approval by him. Those who died in the faith prior to
our Lord’s coming to his temple are shown in Revela-
tion. 6: 11 as being given white robes, that is to say, ap-
proval; and then they are told that they must rest until
their brethren finish their course. Jehovah furnishes
the robe of approval, the robe of righteousness; then
Christ Jesus uses it as a covering to those of the temple
class who are approved.

*2 Wherever used in the Scriptures a robe is a symbol
of approval. When picturing the approval of the bride
of Christ it is the approval of a body collectively. Dut
the approval of the great multitude is the approval of
many individually ; therefore the latter company is rep-
resented as each having a robe. After coming to a knowl-
edge of the fact that they have been approved by the
Lord the great multitude are shown as rejoicing. They
have learned of the loving kindness of God and his be-
loved Son; and they are then pictured as standing be-
fore the throne, singing the praises of Jehovah and of
his beloved Son. In this song of praise the angels of
heaven join with them.

GREAT TRIBULATION

» But how do these obtain God’s approval, seeing
that they were negligent in the fulfilment of their in-
dividual covenants to do the will of God? The context
of Revelation 7:9 discloses that St. John wondered as
to their identity; and the answer is found in the lan<
guage of one of God’s prophets, which prophet appears
to be Isaiah. The language of the scripture indicatcs
that the question had been propounded to ome cf the
elders, or prophets. Then the clder repeats the question:
“What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and
whence came they?” (Revelation 7:13) The prophet
is then represented as saying: “You do not know whe
these are? Then I will tell you. These are they which
came out of great tribulation and have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Therefore they are before the throne of God and serve
him day and night in his temple.’

* Be it noted that these are approved by the Lord
and become servants in the temple, but are not a part
of the temple clags. The time and conditions under
which the approval was received by them are shown to
be during the time of great tribulation. This approval
is evidenced by the robe that each one is represented as
wearing, and the approval is because of faithfulness in
the time of great trouble.

% The World War was the beginning of sorrows upon
the nations, which compose Satan’s earthly organization.
The war then suddenly ceased ; and God, through Christ,
sent forth his servants to declare the message of the
kingdom ; and when that is done the end must come.
(Matthew 24:14) That final end of Satan’s organiza-
tion is marked by great tribulation such as the peoples
of earth have never before known and never will know
again.—Matthew 24: 29, 22.
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26 The elder who gives the answer to John in Revela-
tion clearly seems to represent the Prophet Isaiah, for
the reason that Isaiah tells of the great tribulation and
declares who will be involved in it. It is the great battle
of Armageddon. It is during that trouble that the Lord
treads the wine-press and crushes out the grapes of the
vine of the earth. (Isaiah 63:1-6) In that trouble all
of Satan’s organization shall fall. The Lord planted the
church a true and noble vine; but under the leadership
of men who became false prophets, namely the clergy,
there developed a false system which turned the Chris-
tian arrangement into a degenerate plant of a strange
vine. The vine of the earth is Satan’s organization, of
which ecclesiasticism is a part; and it must be crushed
and will be crushed, in the day of God’s wrath.—Rev-
elation 14: 18-20.

?" The great multitude is now being held in the ec-
clesiastical systems as prisoners. Those who remain
there will partake of her sins and suffer her plagues.
(Revelation 18:4) It is the duty of the church, “the
servant” class, to send to these prisoners the message
concerning God’s kingdom, whether they all come out
of the prisons or not. Those who take their stand on
the Lord’s side will be the object of persecution and op-
pression by the Devil’s representatives. - Then will be
their crucial test as to whether or not they will stand for
the Lord or give way to the Devil’s organization. That
which will enable them to stand in this test will be their
faith in the blood of the Lamb, shed for the salvation of
mankind. The blood of the Lamb and their faith there-
in will bring the approval of God to those who stand
the test, and this approval is symbolized by the white
robes which they are represented as wearing.

28 This great tribulation class is not of the bride of
Christ which, together with the Bridegroom, is desig-
nated Zion. Being spirit-begotten ones, once anointed
but having lost their anointing, they nevertheless are a
part of God’s organization, symbolized by the city of
Jerusalem. Because they take their stand on the side of
the Lord in the time of great stress they become targets
for the representatives of Satan, and are therefore pic-
tured by the Prophet Zechariah as a part of the city that
goes into captivity. The tribulation is shown by the
prophet to begin when all of the Devil’s organization is
gathered for Armageddon. The day of the Lord is the
day of his wrath, and that is the time when Armageddon
is fought. “For I will gather all nations against Jeru-
salem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the
houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the
city shall go forth into captivity, and the remnant of the
people shall not be cut off from the city. Then shall the
Lord go forth, and fight against those nations, as when
he fought in the day of battle.” (Zechariah 14:2, 3)
This prophecy shows that the part of the city that goes
into captivity is the great company class, whereas the
faithful “remnant” are kept by the power of the Lord.

BrooxrnyN, N. Y.

* The Scriptural picture of the great company class
is a general one and represents specifically those of the
consecrated who are in the denominational systems at
this time. There are doubtless other consecrated ones,
outside of the denominational systems, some who have
once been brought to a knowledge of present truth, but
who fall back into the great company class by reason of
their indifference or negligence in representing the Lord.
The general twofold picture given in Revelation is (1)
the little flock, constituting the kingdom class; and (2)
the great multitude, constituting those who will be ser-
vants of the Lord in the temple but not a part of it,

WAS SAMSON A TYPE?

% The Bible gives at some length an account of the
birth and experiences of Samson, including his tragic
death. The entire account should be carefully read in
this connection. (See Judges 13th to 16th chapters in-
clusive.) The question often arises among Bible Stu-
dents: Was Samson a type, and if so of what? Strictly
speaking he was not a type, but it seems quite clear that
Samson foreshadowed or illustrated some particular part
of the outworking of (God’s plan. It has been suggested
by some that he represented the socialists or the an-
archists who will destroy the social order of mankind.
That conclusion does not seem fo be warranted by the
Scriptures. and by the known facts. Samson seems to
have foreshadowed the great tribulation class, the great
multitude. In support of this the following is submitted
for the consideration of Bible Students:

81 3t. Paul, in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, names
a number of men who received a good report from God
because of their faith. Among the ones there mentioned
is Samson. It hardly seems probable that God would use
a man whom he approved because of his faith to picture
a faithless, unbelieving class such as socialists or an-
archists who have no confidence whatsoever in God. If
Samson is a type of anything, or if he foreshadows any-
thing, it would be reasonable that God would use him
to foreshadow some class in the outworking of his plan
that would manifest faith in God. In describing those
who were faithful St. Paul, amongst other things, said
of them: “Out of weakness [they] were made strong”.
(Hebrews 11:34) Samson, once weak, was made strong
in his death, and became a witness for God by the manner
of his death. Even the circumstances of his birth marked
him as an instrument for God’s use.

32 The wife of Manoah was barren. The angel of the
Lord appeared unto her and told her that she would con-
ceive and bring forth a son, and that “no razor shall
come on his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto
God from the womb ; and he shall begin to deliver Israel
out of the hand of the Philistines”. (Judges 13:5) She
told her husband Manoah ; and at his request and prayer
to God the angel again appeared unto Manoah and his
wife and confirmed what had been said to the woman
about the child’s birth. In due time Samson was born.
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33 The word Nazarite, here used, means one who is
conseerated or separated from others. The understand-
ing is, then, that from the time of his birth Samson was
separated as a consecrated one unto God, to represent
Jehovah God. Before the foundation of the world God
foreordained that he would take from amongst men
those who should censtitute his church. (Ephesians 1:
4,5) All who are called to be of the church are called
in one hope of membership in the body of Christ, and
none are called to the great company. All who are
called must be consecrated unto God and separated from
the world, therefore all such must be Nazarites in spirit
unto God. This includes every one begotten and anointed
of the holy spirit. Samson, being a Nazarite, would fore-
shadow all such.

3t The name Samson means “brilliant light, or sun-
light, or that which reflects light”. From the time one
is begotten of the holy spirit he becomes a light-bearer
and reflects the light of the Lord, more or less. The
name Samson therefore would foreshadow the light-bear-
ing class or consecrated Christians,

8 The hair is a covering for the head, and grows out
from the head. The facts show that the strength of
Samson was in his hair. The strength of every Christian
comes from and through his Head, Christ Jesus. (2
Corinthians 12: 9, 10; Ephesians 6:10) When the high-
priest of Israel was anointed, the anointing oil was
poured upon his head, and of course upon hig hair, and
ran down upon his beard. (Psalm 133:2) All who are
begotten of the holy spirit and inducted into the body
of Christ receive the anointing of the holy spirit through
the Head, Christ Jesus. When Samson’s hair was cut
off he lost his strength. When a Christian loses his
anointing he is separated from the body of Christ as a
member thereof, but he still may be a Christian if he
has faith in the great ransom sacrifice. As his faith is
weak, so is he weak. If his faith grows stronger, he may
grow stronger.

36 The prophecy concerning Samson was to the effect
that “he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of
the Philistines”. But be it noted that he did not finish
the work of deliverance from the Philistines, who rep-
resent the Devil’s organization. In like manner great
numbers of people have become Christians, and for a
time have taken a beld stand for the Lord and have be-
gun a good work of delivering God’s people from the
Devil’s organization; then they lose interest, manifest a
lack of faith, yield to other influences, and discomtinue
the work. Samson in this respect would picture a class
who once started to follow the Lord and then became
lukewarm or fearful

%7 Concerning Samson we read: “And it came to
pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of
Serek, whose name was Delilah.,” (Judges 16:4) Sam-
son entered into an illicit relationship with this woman
of Sorek. The word Sorek means a vine, and would
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therefore well picture those members of the consecrated
who become a part of the vine of the earth. Delilah
seems to well represent the ecclesiastical systems which
constitute a part of the Devil’s organization and over
which the Devil is lord. Many Christians have yielded
to the flattery and influence of ecclesiasticism and have
entered into illicit relationship with such systems.

3 The Secriptural account is that the “lords of the
Philistines” said to Delilah: ‘Entice Samson and find
out wherein his strength lies, that we may bind him
and afflict him ; and we will pay you well for it.” (Judges
16:5) The lords are the chief ones in the ecclesiastical
systems, the clergy; and their overlord is the Devil.
They have always sought to destroy the power and in-
fluence of the zealous and active Christians who are
working for the Lord. For some time Samson with-
stood the enticements of Delilah; but finally he yielded
to her pleadings and diplomacy, and disclosed to her
wherein lay his strength. Delilah was false to Samson,
and for pay betrayed him to the Philistines. The ec-
clesiastical systems have been false to the great number
of true Christians therein; and for pay, to wit, to gain
favor with the Devil’s organization in order to obtaim
power and influence, they have betrayed these true Chris-
tians into the hands of the Devil and his organization.

# Delilah accomplished her purposes by causing Sam-
son to sleep upon her knees; and while asleep she had
his hair cut off. Then the Philistines came upon him,
took him in custody, and put out his eyes. Great num-
bers of Christian people have been lulled to sleep by the
pleadings and diplomacy practised by the Devil through
the ecclesiastical systems, and thereby have been removed
from the Lord and have lost the strength of the Lord.
Having lost the anointing they have had the eyes of their
understanding put out. They have beeome blind, be-
cause they have disregarded the Word of God, having
yielded to the influence of those in the ecclesiastical
systems.—Psalm 107:10-16; 2 Peter 1:9.

4 When the Philistines had put out Samson’s eyes
they made him a prisoner. There is a great multitude
of Christians who have been made blind to God’s plar
and purposes by the fraud and deceit practised upon
them in the ecclesiastical systems, and by the work of
the clergy in particular, and have become and are now
held as prisoners in the prison-houses of the ecclesiastical
systems. These prisoners realize that in the systems there
is no truth, and they pray and cry unto the Lord.—
Psalm 102 : 17-20.

41 The Psalmist, later describing the great company
class, says: “For he [God] hath broken the gates of
brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder.” (Psalm 107:
16) The Philistines held Samson in fetters of brass and
iron and caused him to grind in the prison-house. Then
in the course of time Samson was released, amid de-
structive conditions. The record further reads: “How-
beit the hair of his head began to grow again after he
was shaven.” (Judges 16:22) This seems to indicate
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that Samson began to recover his strength, This would
also indicate that the class whom Samson represented
would eventually begin to recover the strength they had
lost.

“* We are now at the end of the age. The remnant of
the Lord, otherwise described as the temple class or “the
servant” (Isaiah 42:1), now begin to recognize from
the Lord’s Word that there is in the ecclesiastical sys-
tems a great number of people who love the Lord and
who have faith in the blood of Christ Jesus; that these
are prisoners in the prison-houses of the ecelesiastical
systems (Isaiah 49:9); that these are blind and sit in
darkness (Psalm 107:10-14; 2 Peter 1:9); and that
it is now the duty and privilege of “the servant” class
to carry the message of truth to these prisoners in the
prison-houses, that their blind eyes may be opened.—
Tsaiah 42:6,7.

43 1t is the Word of the Lord that brings strength to
those who are weak. It is said of the prisoners that
“they shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shall be
in all high places”. (Isaiah 49:9) The food without
doubt must be brought to them from the Lord in his
own good way through those who are witnesses for the
Lord. As this great multitude sees the truth and feeds
upon it the members thereof will grow in faith and
strength. As these begin to take their stand on the side
of the Lord they will of necessity become the targets
of persecution by the systems, and especially by the
prison-keepers thereof.

4Tt was about the time that Samson’s bair began
to grow that the lords of the Philistines gathered them-
gelves together to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their
god (Judges 16: 23) and to have a festival of rejoicing;
which, however, ended in disaster. Now the Devil is
gathering together his forces for Armageddon. The great
company class, beginning to learn of the truth, shall see
and understand that the Devil’s organization is to be
destroyed.

s Meanwhile the Philistines, particularly the high ones
amongst them, were using Samson for sport and making
gport of him. (Judges 16:25) Likewise the clergy now
delight to make sport of any true Christian; and, judg-
ihg from this, as their prisoners take their stand on the
side of the Lord these clergy will use them for sport and
will oppress them,

“6 The record is that Samson called on the Lord and
said: “O Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, and
strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that
I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for my
two eyes.” (Judges 16:28) Similarly the great com-
pany, as prisoners, are represented as crying to the
Lord thus: “Help us, O God of our salvation, for the
glory of thy name; and deliver us, and purge away our
gins, for thy name’s sake. Wherefore should the heathen
say, Where is their God? let him be known among the
heathen in- our sight, by the revenging of the blood of
thy servants which is shed. Let the sighing of the
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prisoner come before thee; according to the greatness
of thy power preserve thou those that are appointed to
die; and render unto our neighbours sevenfold into their
bosom their reproach, wherewith they have reproached
thee, O Lord.”—Psalm 79:9-12.

*" Again their prayer to the Lord is recorded: “I
cried unto thee, O Lord: I said, Thou art my refuge
and my portion in the land of the living. Attend unto
my cry; for I am brought very low: deliver me from
my persecutors ; for they are stronger than I. Bring my
soul out of prison, that I may praise thy name: the
righteous shall compass me about; for thou shalt deal
bountifully with me.” (Psalm 142:5-7) Even as God
heard Samson and granted him strength, so does the
prophet show that he now hears the prayers of the im-
prisoned multitude and that “the Lord looseth the
prisoners”.—Psalm 102:19,20; 146: 7,

*® Samson knew that the Philistines would die. The
great company class know that the Devil’s organization
must die. Samson with renewed strength determined
to die by pulling down the building wherein he was held.
The great multitude of Christians, as they feed upon
the Word of God and grow stronger and learn that the
harvest is past and that they cannot be of the kingdom
class, will take a determined stand on the side of the
Lord, knowing that by so doing they will be pulling
down the Devil’s structure on their own heads. But they
resolve to die as witnesses for the Lord. In the very
final and crucial test they prove their faith in God and
suffer martyrdom. They die in the great time of trouble
or in the time of tribulation. Note the Revelator says
that they, as a great multitude, stand before the throne
of God; that they are clothed with white robes, repre-
senting that they are approved; and they have palms
in their hands, representing that they fall as martyrs to
the cause of Jehovah,

DUTY OF THE REMNANT

 From the arguments heretofore submitted in THE
WarcH Tower, based upon the Scriptures, it is clear
that the Lord God has commissioned the remnant to
gpeak to those who form the great company class, to
carry to them the message of truth, and to bid them as
prisoners in the ecclesiastical systems to come forth
and take their stand unreservedly on the side of the
Tord. Seeing that it is God’s due time to have this
done let every child of the Lord who is really devoted to
God and to his cause gird up his loins and, with the
song of deliverance upon his lips, proceed to carry the
message to those who are held in the prison-houses.

50 The Lord God will have this message carried to
those who are his. The question for each one of us is:
“What part shall I have in this blessed work?” To en-
able the great company class, who are prisoners, to grow
strong they must get some knowledge of the Devil’s
organization and of the Lord’s organization, and of.
God’s means of bringing deliverance to them. Let the
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message of deliverance be carried far and wide to those
who are hungry to know the truth!

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

Whom did John represent? Why is Revelation so hard to
understand? When and by whom should it be understood?
Who are “sealed in their foreheads” and what does that
signify?  1-4.

What is the crown of glory and diadem of beauty men-
tioned in Isaiah 28:5? Who will be on the throne and
who will be before it? | 5, 6.

Will the great multitude have spirit nature? Why are the
144,000 declared to be in twelve divisions? How were
thre natural branches broken off (Romans 11:5-24), and
who constitute the new branches grafted in? { 7-11.

Why is the tribulation class described as innumerable? Are
any called to be of that class? How then is the class
made up? 1 12-14.

What has been the futile ambition of Christians in the
denominational systems, and how do they now feel?
(Isaiah 26:13,17,18) 1 15-17.

Who are the companions of the bride, and why are they
called virgins? (Psalm 45:14,13) Why is the great
multitude represented in Revelation as having palm
branches? Who were associated with them in singing, and
what do these facts prove as to their nature? f 18-20.

Why are they represented as wearing white robes? How do
these garments differ from the robe of righteousness?
What does a robe symbolize in Scripture? 1 21, 22,

How and when does the great multitude obtain God’s ap-
proval? 1 23, 24.
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What is the tribulation out of which they come, and who
is represented by. the elder that answered the Revelator
respecting them? How is the period of tribulation other-
wise pictured in Revclation? 1 25, 26.

What is our present responsibility toward the great coms-
pany? What does Zechariah 14:2,3 show concerning
them? What information do we have as to who will con-
?Ttitute the great company and the little flock respectively?

27-29,

Was Samson a type? Did he foreshadow the faithless
radicals of our day? | 30, 31.

What were the circumstances of his birth? Why was he
called a Nazarite? Who are Nazarites today? § 32, 33.

What does the name Samson mean, and what is the sig-
nificance of his strength being in his hair? 1 34, 35.

Why was it prophesied that “he shall begin to deliver
Israel”? Who was the woman that caused his downfall,
and where was she from? What does this mean? Who
were back of the scheme, and what did they do with
Samson after his hair was cut off? Apply the picture.
§ 36-40.

How does Psalm 107: 16 agree with this picture? Why is it
mentioned that Samson’s hair began to grow again? How
shall the Samson class receive strength? § 41-43.

What did the sacrifice unto Dagon, and the Philistines’ mer-
riment over Samson, foreshadow? How does Samson's
pruyer parallel with that of Psalms 79:9-12 and 142:
5-T¢ 1 44-47.

Did Samson know that he was pulling down the building
on his own head? What did tlus illustrate? | 48.

What now is the manifest duty of the remnant class? { 49, 50.

SHARING THE GOOD NEWS

——MaRrcH 6—AcTs 8:4-8; 2 CORINTHIANS 5: 14-20——

“Ye shall be my witnesses.”—Acts 1: 8.

ing of the gospel from Jerusalem, and state it as

a ministry of good news intended to bless the
world. The study calls attention to the words of Jesus
as he led his disciples to Bethany and gave them com-
mission as his witnesses; it carries on to the preaching
of the gospel in Samaria, and to Paul’s declaration of
the authority and the ministry itself as God’s instrument
for the reconciliation of the world.

2 For true cooperation with God it is necessary to
have a proper understanding of the purpose of Jesus
in sending his disciples into the world to preach the gos-
pel. The thought which has ruled Christendom since
her various churches were established, and the theory
upon which they have operated, is that the apostles were
sent out to begin a work which should through them
spread throughout the world and ultimately bring all
men to a knowledge of Christ. Organized religion still
professes to hold this idea; it is the denominations’ jus-
tification for their existence.

3 That God intended to have all men know of his
purpose toward them is certain. Paul says of this, “God
. . . will have all men to be saved, and to come unto
the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4); but
that.he intended to have this work accomplished by the
church while yet he allowed evil to rule in high places

THE scriptures set for this study tell of the spread-

ought never to have been conceived. It is one of the
snares of the evil one into which organized religion has
fallen. The disciples and the church which followed
them were to be witnesses, and were to be in the world
something like the prophets of Israel were to that peo-
ple—witnesses for God. Also the witness of the church
wasg intended to bring a measure of responsibility upon
men ; for by it God, who hitherto had not spoken to men,
now commanded all men everywhere to repent.—Acts
17: 30.

* The apostles were appointed by Jesus to carry on
his work. It should ever be remembered that Jesus was
God’s Apostle, sent into the world to represent God, to
fulfil the prophecies spoken long before (See Romans
15: 8.), to declare that the kingdom of heaven was about
to be established, and to confirm the same by marvelous
works, thereby proving that he came from God. His
ministry was, however, limited to his own people accord-
ing to the flesh; he was sent only to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel. Therefore Jesus made no attempt
to tell other peoples the message he had from God. And
to his own people his ministry was limited to three and
one-half years, during which a considerable amount of
his time was spent privately and not with the multitudes.

® Since Jesus came to enlighten the world-—as John
says, “That was the true Light, which lighteth every
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man that cometh into the world”; and Jesus himself
said, “I am the light of the world” (John 1:9; 8:12)
—it was necessary that his ministry must go abroad
among all men. He had truth to proclaim, the essence
of which was that the rule of sin over men must come to
an end, that men themselves had responsibility toward
God, that God intended to establish righteousness in the
earth, and that all men must conform thereto or suffer
the consequences of their disobedience to God. And
coupled with this was the message that God was doing
this in love for the whole world, even for those whose
minds were alienated from him.—Colossians 1:21.

¢ Besides this witness to God’s purpose, Jesus had
God’s name to set forth. He was sent to declare who
God is. He is a God of love, and is gracious and com-
passionate toward those who have erred unwittingly or
unwillingly ; yea, even toward those who have knowing-
ly transgressed against him, if they repent and man-
ifest a desire to be in harmony with his will. And the
disciples were to be witnesses for Jesus as he was for
God, both in message and in life.

?The apostles became the treasurers of the truth.
They had the Old Testament Scriptures to refer to, with
perhaps goodly stores in memory; and then to these
the words of their Master were added, for the truths
which Jesus spoke were brought to their mind by the
holy spirit. Therefore, though they were imperfect,
they were qualified to represent him as he had repre-
sented God. (1 Corinthians 11:1) God had charged
Jesus with a mission for which he was responsible ; there-
fore when he appointed the apostles they were really
his representatives to continue his message in his way,
and in his spirit.

8 For a time the apostles served in Jerusalem, and God
blessed their ministry. They realized that the Lord was
with them ; they were continually conscious of having
the power of the holy spirit to enable them to do their
work. Naturally enough they found much work in Jeru-
salem ; for the great increase in the number of believers,
and the fact that many of them altered their manner of
living, gave them all a busy time. Then came the neces-
sity to see even to the domestic affairs of the believers,

¢ But the Lord did not let this condition continue
for long. The malice of the Jewish leaders, whetted by
the blood of the martyr Stephen, began a sharp persecu-
tion which drove many of the disciples out of Jerusalem.
Some went to Samaria, and many Samaritans listened
to their word and believed in Jesus. A great work was
now begun; Samaria was stirred much as Jerusalem
had been. No doubt their readiness to accept the truth
was partly due to the ministry of Jesus begun at Sychar.
(Fohn 4:39) Thus, as Jesus had indicated, the spread-
ing out of the good news was first to Samaria.—Acts 1: 8.

10 The account of this ministry in Samaria is given
in the 8th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. It is not
without significance that this first preaching of the good
news to other than Jews is described by Luke in many
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different terms, each intended to indicate or emphasize
some particular phase thereof.—See Acts §8:4,5,12, 14,
25, 35.

' The next portion of our study takes us to Paul’s
statement respecting the ministry, its calling and
authority. He speaks not for himself but for all. All
who have seen the love of Christ are constrained te fol-
tow Paul in his service for Christ. There are cbliga-
tions upon all such. Those who believe in God through
Christ find life, and Paul judges that there is an obliga-
tion upon all these to realize that that life should be
lived in the service of the ministry. “For the love of
Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if
one died for all, then were all dead: and that he died
for all, that they which live should not henceforth live
unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and
rose again.”—32 Corinthians 5: 14, 15.

2 The salvation of the believer from the guilt and
power of sin is not the special question in the foregoing
text; the point of the argument is that believers in
Christ receive life as in advance of the day of .salva-
tion, because God has a ministry for them. Theirs is
not life to be enjoyed in itself, but is given that it may
be devoted to the service of God, as Jesus devoted his
life; and those who share in his ministry will share in
the glory which God has given to him. “If we suffer,
we shall also reign with him.”—2 Timothy 2: 12,

3 Paul raises a high platform for the Christian min-
istry, not to bring the ministers into prominence but ta
show the high place which the ministry itself holds. He
who is called to be a minister for God must be a new
creature, begotten of God’s holy spirit; none other can
have a share. And there are two things to be noted:
It is the ministry of reconciliation wherein God speaks
to the world, and the ministers have the Word of Recon~
ciliation. In other words, there are the work and the
authority, the ministry and the Word.——See 2 Corin-
ians 5:16-19.

14 Men are alienated from God, and God would have
them reconciled to himself. They are away from him,
alienated in mind and desire; they neither want him
nor the truth. His ministry is to restore mankind to
himself. As God’s method of reconciliation is based
upon an atonement for man’s sin Paul, in the proclama-
tion of his message of salvation, necessarily speaks of
God’s attitude toward sin. Paul says that God was not
charging the world’s sin against it. (2 Corinthians 5: 19)
First, God will have men know of his good will, then
af the provision which he has made for their acceptance.

158 The teachers of Christendom have led men to be-
lieve that God’s attitude toward the world is one of sus-
tained anger because of sin, and they have taught that
he is vengeful and would not be appeased unless sate
isfied by the blood of a victim. That there is a propitia-
tion made for sin by the sacrifice of Jesus is certain.
(1 John 2:2) But it is God himself who has provided
it all; and it is manifest therefore that the propitiation
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is not to appease his wrath, but rather that he may be
just while yet providing a way for the erring children
to come back to himself.

16 The world’s sin is not forgotten, but the death of
Christ and the life value of that death offered in heaven
make sin atonement. Whoever, therefore, will accept it
will thereby find his sin forgiven and he himself accept-
able to God. During the ministry of this good news, in
the interval of time between the two advents, only a
comparatively few have heard and accepted the doctrine
of grace. But God has provided a day, now opening, in
which all men who have not heard shall hear and have
a full opportunity of accepting salvation by Christ; and
the dead shall have as full a chance as the living, for
they are to be raised that they may have their oppor-
tunity.—John 5:25.

17 Paul says of God’s ministers, “We are ambassadors
for Christ.” (2 Corinthians 5: 20) The common thought
respecting this word ambassador is that Paul uses it in
the modern political acceptance of the term; but that
is not correct. An ambassador nowadays is appointed
only to a friendly nation, to reside among them while
representing his home government; he is friendly to
them, leaving only when the friendly relationship is dis-
rupted. While God cares for the world of mankind, he
has no relationship whatever with the world as such;
its institutions, its organizations, are unfriendly to him.

8 This world has been ruled by Satan, the god of
this world. Its institutions, whether political or ec-
clesiastical, are of human design and without relation
to God’s will or pleasure. James says, “Know ye not
that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?
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whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world, is the
enemy of God.” (James 4:4) What Paul means in
2 Corinthians 5:20 is that Christ’s ambassadors go
from him with authority to speak on his behalf ; but in
no sense are they sent to settle down or to try to bring
perfect relationship between the authority of Christ and
the authorities of this world. The Roman Catholie
church has claimed to rule in the kingdoms of this world,
and has sent its “ambassadors” to many nations; but
it has done so entirely on its own authority, with no
sanction from God.

® Jesus sent his messengers with authority to speak
for him, but with no authority to direct the course of
this world, or to regulate anything save those things
which belong to the church of God. (Matthew 18:18)
In this ministry only those who are new creatures in
Christ Jesus are entitled to serve, those who have the
spirit of God and the spirit of Jesus. As no human in-
stitution can confer these blessings, it follows that no
human institution can make a man a minister of God.
The divine ministry does not fail; it will accomplish
that to which it was sent.—Isaiah 55: 11,

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What is the “orthodox” purpose of preaching the gospel?
What is God’s purpose? § 1-3.

For what reasons was Jesus sent into the world? 1 4-5.

‘Why were the apostles appointed? What work did they do
following Jesus’ ascension? 1 7-10.

Wlﬂmt is St. Paul’s argument in 2 Corinthians 5:14-19?

11-14.

‘What do the clergy insist is God’s attitude toward the sin.
ful world? What is the truth on this point? 1 15,16,

How are we “ambassadors” for Christ, and what is our
duty as such? T 17-19.

MAKING THE WORLD CHRISTIAN
——MarcH 13—MATTHEW 28:16-20; Acrs 16:6-16——

“Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations.”—Matthew 28: 19, R. V.

minded of the fact that the common conception

of the purpose of Jesus in sending out his dis-
ciples into the world is very different from that which
the Scriptures themselves convey. Neither the records
of the words of Jesus nor the words or epistles of the
apostles give warrant for the commonly held thought
that the work begun by Jesus, continued by the apostles
and by the church, is to make the*world Christian.

2 That it is God’s purpose to eventually have all men
enlightened by the message of Jesus and made acquainted
with his own purpose through him is clear. Paul says,
“God will have all men to be saved, and to come unto
the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4); and
Paul’s own word for knowledge means accurate knowl-
edge. Nor is God limited to a good desire in this; he
purposes to do it—he will have all men to be saved.

THROUGHOUT this series of studies we are re-

# Paul states the matter in the reverse order to that
commonly understood by evangelists and others; he says
that men are first to be saved and then brought to a
knowledge of the truth, whereas the clergy would bring
men to the truth that they may be saved. It is evident
that he and they have different conceptions of God’s
purpose. Paul sees the dead millions who have not
known God saved from the bondage of death; and the
living millions, ignorant of God through lack of knowl-
edge as well as through the misdirection of false teach-
ers, delivered from the power of evil; and all with
clear knowledge at liberty to accept his truth.

* During the past one hundred years the church sys-
tems, conceiving it to be their duty to carry the knowl-
edge of Christianity to all men and thus save the world,
have put forth special missionary efforts for the con-
version of the “heathen”. With money in plenty and
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many helpers the wark was begun. Some of the mis-
sionaries have been imbued with a true desira; but many
have taken the work merely as a great adventure, and,
like Livingstone, have enjoyed travel, and have become
explorers,

® But despite all the missionary effort of Christendom
the end they would gain has steadily receded from them.
The world is more heathen today than ever; the mis-
sionary effort for the comversion of heathendom to the
status of organized religion is a failure. At home the
churches, with all the strength of their organizations and
with money in plenty, are constantly losing force; the
Christian world. becomes less Christian and more pagan
every day. It is manifest to any candid observer that
the power of the churches is broken, and that all the

special efforts they may make cannot keep them from.

falling.

®The missionary effort abroad is, at its best, now
little more than an educational movement; while at
home organized religion at its best is little more than
a moral force, and at its worst becomes a danger to the
people, who see that the clergy as a class do not keep
their vows of consecration, are hypocritical, and are
ashamed both of the Bible and of their own creeds.

" The Student Christian Movement, which to many
seemed to promise so much, has noew been brought under
the power of the modernist, and unbelief is rampant ; its
thousands of young men and women members are
Christian in name only, not in power:

8 How then are we to understand the words of Jesus,
when he said; “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations”?
(Matthew 28:19) Is not this commission intended to
instruect the disciples, and those who should believe
through them, to seck to bring all the world to the
knowledge of Christ Jesus? We answer that in view
of other teachings of our Lord these words cannot be
thus interpreted. They do not indicate a purpose to
have the world brought to a knewledge of the Lord,
but a change in God’s plan. Jesus had witnessed to
Israel and they were nmow about to be cast off because
of their sin in crucifying him. Hitherto everything that
God had revealed about his purpose and intention in
dealing with the human family had been given to them
and to their fathHers—to Israel only—whom he had
made his elect, his special people.

® The days of clection were not yet past; for God now
purposed to gather to himself a people who were to be
knawn as spiritual Israel. But mainly they would be
gathered. out of the Gentiles, Whence would these be
gathered, and how would they be brought into unity
that they might be as one people? Of the considerable
number of Israel who heard the teachings of Jesus, and
who later listened to the preaching and teaching of the
apestles, tliere was only a remnant of faithful ones who
accepted Jesus as God’s messenger; and these hecame
the nucleus of the new nation.

10 Others were to be gathered into this class from
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amongst the nations, chiefly from those of the west, by
means of the message of God’s love which the apostles,
and all true believers were to carry abroad until the.
Lord should return. The apastles- went here and there
proclaiming the message of love and of respensibility,
never making any attempt to convert any village or
town into which they went but trying to catch the ear
of those who had “ears to hear”.

1 (rod sent his Word abroad among: all. peoples, wall
knowing that it would draw to.itself only those of good
will. There was no semblance of any purpose or method
of election ; for God was net seeking individuals as such,
but all those wha were ready to give their hearts to Him.
That there were many in the nations of the world who
would turn to God as they heard of him is manifest both
from the fact of Cornelius and the many others whos
since have become lovers of Jesus and God.

*# (zod had prepared the field for this sowing and reap-
ing. The dispersion of the Jews, first amongst the peo-
ples of the east, then the swaying of the great empires,
now east, now south, now west, carrying Jews here and
there, had done this work. They left the knowledge of
Jehovah wherever they went. Wherever Paul went
amongst the (fentiles, there were some ready to listen
and to enter into true diseipleship. These were the faith-
ful Jews, those who were to emter into the faith and
form the new natien, spiritual: Israel.

** The purpose of the eléct, whether Israel according,
to the flesh or this new Israel according to tHe spirit,
was that God might have servants, ministers of right-
eousness. Besides the fact that God was gathering a
true Israel, it is seen that he was also gathering a
priesthood, All those of spiritual Israel are invited to
be priests unto God, sharers in the work of the Mel-
chisedecan priesthood to be established on the return
of Christ. God visited the Gentiles to take out a peo-
ple for his name.—Acts 15: 14.

#In these elections there is no question of the peo-
ple being neglected ; rather the arrangements which God
makes for the church are for the purpose of getting it
ready for its ministry in the day when a great work. is
to be done for all the people. Here is seen the harmoniza-
tion of the two “orthodox” but contradictory dogmas of
election and free grace; hoth are included in the divine
plan, both are true to Scripture; but if held as applie-
able to the past or the present they are irreconcilable.
The elect are to be God’s ministers; and when he shall
set up his kingdom their message will go freely and in
power to all men.—Tsaiah 11: 9.

* When after his resurrection Jesus gave his dis-
ciples instruction, he assumed a different attitude than
previously, Now hesaid, “All powerisgiven untome in
heaven and in earth.” (Matthew 28:18) But that he
had not then the power of the kingdom is clear; for he
had not yet been received into heaven. Therefore he
means that he was now eligible to receive that power;
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and, as in anticipation, he commissioned his disciples
to act on his behalf.

16 Jesus caid that he would be with his disciples
always, “even unto the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:
20) That end has now come. If the common interpre-
tation of the purpose of this ministry be true, Jesus
must be greatly disappointed, for no nation has accepted
the truth ; and though there is much profession of Chris-
tianity in some nations the true followers of Jesus are
very few. That he did not expect otherwise is clear
from his words, “When the Son of man cometh, shall
he find faith on the earth ?”—Luke 18: 8.

17 The remaining part of our study is of Paul and his
company as they left Asia to preach the gospel in Europe.
Traveling across Asia Minor they were led from point
to point till they arrived in Troas, on the north-eastern
coast of the Agean. There Paul saw in vision a
Furopean calling to him to come over and help them.
They concluded that the vision was further guidance for
them, and they immediately took ship and made for
Philippi in Macedonia. That Paul and those with him
came to a right conclusion in interpreting the provi-
dences of God is certain. The method used shows that
the Lord would have his people exercise their judgment
in watching his way for them.

18 The circumstances of the entrance into Europe of
the truth are interesting. The Lord had a little company
of people in Philippi ready for the truth. Sabbath by
sabbath they met for prayer by the riverside. Probably
they did not ignore the synagogue service ; but they were
asking, setking, knocking; and God sent the answer by
Paul. Foremost amongst the little company was Lydia,
a business woman, who not only aided Paul and his
company, but helped the others to receive the message.
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° Satan got busy and, using a young woman who
was well known to be under demon influence, endeavored
to discount Paul’s preaching by causing her to call aloud
to the people that Paul and his companions were the
messengers of God. After a time Paul commanded the
demon to leave her; but the poor woman was controlled
not only by an evil spirit, but by some men who made
profit out of her. Angry at losing their source of in-
come they created a storm in the town, with the im-
mediate result that Paul and Silas were cast into prison.
By the special intervention of God they were delivered
from it that same night; but they had to leave Philippi,
and the little company was left to carry on the work
of the Lord.

20 When the truth is to have a free way in all the
earth the people will be ready to accept it, though not
because they have been praying for it ; the time of trouble
will have done its work in their hearts. Then there will
be no opposition of Satan; for the Christ will break
down every opposition in order that the work of the
kingdom may go forward, resulting in the knowledge
of the Lord covering the earth “as the waters cover the
sea”.—Habakkuk 2: 14,

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

Explain 1 Timothy 2:4. What is the common conception
concerning this matter? { 1.3.

‘What has been Christendom’s special effort during the past
century, and what has it accomplished? T 4-7.

When and why did Jesus say, “Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations”? What did he expect would be accomplished
thereby? f 8-11.

How did God prepare the world for the sowing of the gos-
pel? How and why has he carried on an election? 1 12-14,

Explain Matthew 28: 18, also verse 20. { 15, 16.

Why did Paul go to Philippi, and what happened there?
What will be the world’s attitude toward the truth in tue
Millennium? { 17-20,

THE CHRISTIAN’S HOPE

——MarcH 20—JoHN 14:1-3; 2 CORINTHIANS 5:1-10; 1 JouN 3:2, 3——

“In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place
for you"—John 14: 2.

URING the past few wecks the series of studies
D has been of the things which make up the dis-
ciple’s life, his service for God, and his conduct
amongst his fellows—those things which are usually
called the practical side of the Christian’s life, how he
must live, and what he must do. But our present lesson
considers the Christian’s hope, his future life.

2 The disciple of Christ, whose life must be beset with
trials and difficulties which arise because his consecra-
tion to God compels him to take a course contrary to
that taken by his fellows, and because he must by his
conduct witness against all unrighteousness, could not
maintain the strife against these adverse influences un-
less he received the strength and stimulus of “the hope

set before him”, This Jesus needed, and the disciple is
like his Master.

# Considering these things Paul says, “If in this life
only we have hope in Christ we are of all men most
miserable” ; and he says that then the rule of life wou'd
be, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” (1
Corinthians 15:19, 32) The Christian gives up to ths
service and use of God his life, which under ordinary
circumstances and within the limits of righteousncss
would be his to enjoy. But God does not arrange for
such a consecration without providing a corresponding
reward.

¢ It is for all the consecrated, including Jesus himself,
that the Psalmist speaks when he says, “Thou wilt shew
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me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy;
at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”
(Psalm 16:11) God discloses a way of life, and the
joys which await those who faithfully walk therein. He
who thus loses his life on earth for Jesus’ sake shall
find it, at the right hand of God. (Matthew 10:39)
This Psalm does not (as is commonly supposed) speak
of & natural order of events, as if all men of good-will
have this hope of heaven. The exaltation to God’s right
hand is the special blessing for Jesus and for those to
whom this heavenly hope is revealed; it is the reward
for faithfulness even unto death.—Revelation 2:10.

® Because of the persistent wrong statements of or-
thodoxy it is constantly necessary to state that while the
reward of the disciple of Jesus is to be in heaven, never-
theless the salvation of the human family in general,
which God will effect by Jesus, is to be realized on
earth—in their restoration to perfect human conditions.
When Jesus said to his disciples, “I go to prepare a
place for you, . . . that where I am there ye may be
also,” meaniug that he was going to heaven to find that
place; his disciples did net then understand; but when
the holy spirit came they knew the purport of the Mas-
ter’s words. Jesus takes his disciples to heaven for the
realization of their hopes, but both he and they come
back to the earth for effecting humanity’s salvation.

¢ This hope of the Christian, his reward in heaven and
his joy of unlimited service for God, is his anchor in the
storms of life. Jesus, knowing the trials and difficulties
of discipleship, said to his disciples, “Fear not, little
flock ; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you
the kingdom.” (Luke 12:32) He bade them lay up
treasures in heaven, “where neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor
steal.” (Matthew 6:20) None may expect to keep steady
in the storms of this world who has not his anchor fast
within the vail.—Hebrews 6:19.

? This study carries us on to Paul and his second
epistle to the Corinthians. (Chap. 5, vs. 1-10) Paul
speaks of the present life of the disciple as lived in the
earthly house of our tabernacle, our human organism,
which serves as a tent-dwelling for the inner man of
the spirit. (2 Corinthians 4:16) But this will be dis-
solved. Then he continues, “We know . . . we have a
building of God, an house not made with hands, etcrnal
in the heavens” (2 Corinthians 5: 1), which is to be the
abiding home of the spirit.

8 In the present earthly dwelling we groan, but not
because by it we suffer hardships, or because we are
tmpatient with its limitations, but because the spirit
longs for the fuller unlimited life. The new creature
quickened of God can take more scope than that which
can be given by the human organism. Therefore it longs
to be clothed upon with the habitation from heaven,
the spirit organism, a dwelling in every way congenial
and harmonious with the new mind.

® Paul expresses the thought in other words when he
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says, “Even we ourselves groan . . . waiting for the
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body™ ; that is,
freedom from the present limitation. (Romans 8:23)
To the Corinthians he says, we groan that we might be
“clotiied upon”. He desired that mortality might be
swallowed up of life. This is no mere desire to die and
to have finished with the burdens and trials and limita-
tions of life, but to have mortality swallowed up by im-
mortality and incorruptibility. To wish to die would be
as if he wished to fold his tent before it might be God’s
pleasure to give him the etornal dwelling; but Paul
suggests that that eternal dwelling house can be given
only if the tent is in occupation, though it might please
God to remove the tent before the permanent dwelling
could be given. But each must remain faithful in the
tent even unto the end.

¢ Paul docs not express the idea so commonly taken
from this passage; namely, that immediately his taber-
nacle should be dissolved he would have the use and
enjoyment of his heavenly building. He knew that he
might be unclethed by death, having neither tent-dwecll-
ing nor eternal building. This indeed happened. The
apostles, their work done, fell asleep; their tents were
dissolved ; and not until the return of Christ could they
live again and enjoy the blessings of life and service.
This gift of immortality, with an incorruptible spirit
body, is the object of God’s work in them.

1t “He that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is
God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the
spirit.” (2 Corinthians 5:5) That the disciple may have
an assurance of this great hope, which in itsélf is alto-
gether outside human nature, he gives the spirit as an
earnest, something in the hand to hold as his bond. The
holy spirit is a witness that the new life has begun, and
that if the conditions of the covenant are complied with
it will be duly realized. Because he hag this earnest the
believer is always confident; it is God’s own assurance.
He is at home in the body, for even though it be but
as a traveler’s tent it is his present home provided by
God.

12 The body of the justified believer is not to be con-
sidered as the enemy of the spirit, as if it were the “old
man” of which Paul in another place speaks and which
he says must be crucified. (Romans 6:6) The “old
man” is the will of the flesh; but the body of the con-
secrated believer is his necessary servant of the spirit,
it is the outward man, which, though it is to perish, is
counted holy in the sight of God. (Romans 8:11) Since
it is his only possible present habitation the disciple is
at home in the tent. Ile is “at home” in it in the same
sense that the Israelites in the wilderness were at home
in their tents, while they daily marched toward their per-
manent home.—2 Corinthians 5: 6.

12 The believer, though at home, is absent from the
Lord with whom he longs to dwell. The expericnce is
neccssary ; for he must walk by faith, not by sight.
Although content to be away from the Lord because it
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is God’s will for him, he would willingly have it the
other way ; his desire rather is to be with the Lord, where
he had gone to prepare a place for him. But the re-
union cannot take place in the fullest sense until the
termt-dwelling is dissolved; for the Lord is a glorious
spirit. He cannot come to his disciples in the flesh;
therefore it is neeessary for them to be freed from the
flesh to join with him in the spirit realm.

1o realize such desire there must be constant en-
deavor to be acceptable to him, “for we must all ap-
pear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one
may receive the things done in his body, according to
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” (2 Coz-
inthians 5:10) Only then can we be sure of the fullest
acceptance. This is not a judgment as to our acceptance
on the merit of his atonement, but in respect to our
work for him—according to the things done in the body.
Paul speaks of this as a thing to be feared, as a close
examination; it affected his course and urged him to
fidelity. He says, “Knowing therefore the terror of
the Lord, we persuade men.” (V. 11) So-called evan-
gelists have used this text as if Paul said, ‘Knowing
therefore the terror (eternal torment) yet to come, we
persuade men to flee from it.” What he said is that he
Lad to meet that judgment and that, wanting to be ac-
ceptable to the Lord, he endeavored to meet his re-
sponsibility by being a faithful servant,

™ Qur study now takes us to the first epistle of John,
Like all other writers of the New Testament, John keeps
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus before the dis-
ciples. He bids his little children abide in him “that,
when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not
be ashamed before him at his coming”. (1 John 2:28)
He speaks of the love which God hath bestowed upon
us that we should be called the sons of God. Then in the
passage set in this study he says that though the pres-
ent privilege of being a son of God is great, nevertheless
there will be something much greater when he is fully
born into the family of God—“It does not yet appear
what we shall be,” though by this we see that each mem-
ber of the divine family will be like God the Father.
God is the Father; and Jesus the elder Brother, the
first-born among many brethren, each to be like Jesus.
“We know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like
him ; for we shall see him as he is.”—1 John 3: 2.

16 1f, as orthodoxy teaches, Jesus in his glorified con-
dition is in the form of a human being, we would then
know what both he and God are like. Orthodoxy, in this
as in nearly all other things, is quite away from the
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Scriptures. Contrary to the Bible Christendom declares
that the resurrection of Jesus was only the reunion of
his spirit and body, and that the glory of God now is
that he is man and God. But Jesus, put to death in
the flesh and raised in spirit, is now a glorious spirit
being in the image of God, untrammeled with such limi-
tation as a human body must have.

" No human eye can see God; no human mind, even
though quickened by the holy spirit, can conceive whe.t
he is like. It remains theu that the faithful disciple, in
order to see God and to enter into the family relation-
ship, must be changed from mnatural to spiritual, from
mortality to immortality, from corruptibility to incor-
ruptibility—1 Corinthians 15: 53.

8 John continues and says, “Every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 1t is
impossible to think that the purity and holiness of that
life in the immediate presence of God can be: attained
apart from an endeavor to live now in harmony with that
hope. John is definite; he says that every one who has
the hope purifies himself, as in preparation. The Apostle
Paul says the same thing when he urges the disciples to
purify themselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit
and to perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord.—See 2
Corinthians 7:1.

1® By nature every man is defiled ; but the consecrated
follower of Christ receives power by the spirit of God to
overcome the desires of the flesh; and he is responsible
for cleansing himself from both the things which defile
the flesh, as well as from the things that defile the spirit;
namely, malice, envy, jealousy, anger. He who has this
hope will also keep himself from the contamination of
the world, as well as that he will refuse the temptations
of the Devil which bring pride and self-will. In order
therefore to serve God aright, and ag strength for the
way, the Christian must ever keep his hope set before him,

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What impertant thing dominates the Christian’s life? Was
this also true of Jesus? { 1-3.

To whom does Psalm 16:11 apply, and how have such
promises been misapplied by Christendom? Why are they
given? 1 4-6.

‘What is the Christian’s present and future dwelling? Why
do we now “groan”? How has Paul’'s argument in 2
Corinthians 5:1-10 been misunderstood? {1 7-10.

‘What does he mean by “the earnest of the spirit”?2 What is
the “old man” of Romang 6:6? Why does the apoestle say
that we are “at home in the body” while absent from the
Lord? How can the Christian realize his hope? 7 11-14,

How does St. John state the Christian’s hope, and how de
his words refute “orthodeoxy”? 1 15-17.

W{Ilat transformation does the Christian hope produce}

18, 19,

AN INTERESTING LETTER

UNTELLABLE BLESSINGS

DEAR BRETHREN @

In sending in my twenty-seventh yearly renewal to head-
quarters for THE WarcH Tower I am filled with profound
thanksgiving for the untellable blessings it has brought into
my life. Bach issue is a veritable mine of instruetion, in-

formation and encouragement to all God’s faithful peopla
May God continue to energize the minds and hearts of all
those who in any way have the privilege of dispensing thesg
preecious truths, is my earnest prayer.
Your brother in present kingdom joys,

C. B. SHEULL.—ORio.
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