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«r will stand upon my wateh and will set my foot
upon the Tower, and will watch to see what He will
gsay unto me, and what aenswer I shall make to them
that oppose me.,”—Habakkuk 2: 1,
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ntented) roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear and for looking te
)i for the powers of the heavens (ecclesiasticsm) ghall be shaken. . . When ye see these things begin to come to pass, them
joi tion draweth nigh.—Matt. 24:33; Mark 13:29; Luke 21:25-31.



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

THIs journal is one of the prime facters or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or ‘“Seminary Extension”, now belng
presented in all parts of the civilized world by the Warca 'Tower BIBLE & TRACT SGCIETY, chartered A.D. 1884, “For the Pro-
meotion of Christian Knowledge”. It net only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study ¢f thé divine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s comventions and of the
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conmventions.

Qur “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published STUDIES most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all whoe would merit the only honerary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei Minister (V. D, M.), which trapslated
into English is Miuister of God’s Werd. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bibls
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated
—redemption through the precious bleod of “the man Clhirist Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for
all”. (1 Peter 1:10; 1 Timoihy 2:6) Duilding up on this sure foondation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3: 11-
15; 2 Peter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which. . .has
been hid in God, . . . to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God”—“which in other ages
was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”.—Iiphesians 3:5-9, 10.

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it sceks more and more to bring its every utterance into fallest
subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriplures. It is thus free to deelare boldly whatsoever the Lord
hath spoken—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utierances, Its attitude is not dogmatie, but conndent
for we know whereof we aflirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of Ged. It is held as a trust, to be used only in his
service; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his
good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for ihe upbuilding of his pcople in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite but urge our
1eaders to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which rcference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship”; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the gospel ave—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stonme of his temple, through which, when
finished, God’s blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Epbesians 2:20-22;
Genesis 2S:14; Galatians 3:29.

That meantime the chiscling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atenement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these “living stones”, “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together
in the first resurrection ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout
the Millenninm.—Revelation 15:5-8,

That the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every
man,” “a ransow for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world”, “in due time’.—
Hebrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6.

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Yord, “see him as he is,” be “partakers of the divine nature’,” and share his
glory as his jount-heir.—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Peter 1:4.

Tnrat the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every
grace ; to be God’s witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and prmests in the next age.—Ephesians 4:12; Matthew 24:
14; Revelation 1: 6; 20:86.

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be breught to all by Christ’s Millennial kinzdom, the

restitution of all that was lest in Adam, fo all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church,
when all the wilfully wicked will be desfroyed.——Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35.
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A local convention of the International Bible Students
will be held at Huntington, West Virginia, Nov. 19th to
21st inclusive. The convention will be addressed by a num-
ber of the Pilgrim brethren; and Brother Rutherford will
be present to serve the friends and the public at least one
day of the convention. The public meeting will be held
Sunday afterncon. For further information concerning ac-
commodations at the convention please address B. I, Moore,
1691 Dalton Ave., Huntington, West Virginia.

BUILDING BONDS

One person writes objecting to the SocreTy issuing build-
ng bonds saying that such a course is soliciting money for
the Lord’s work. He is wrong. No one is being asked to
take bonds. Feor several years the SocizTy has been paying
$15,000 per year for rent for the use of a building now
entirely inadequate to handle the work. That amount of
rent is equal to 5% on $300,000; and by issuing bonds for
that amount of money together with other money available
the building can be erected and $15,000 per year paid to
the brethren as interest on their bonds. The secority for
the bonds is a first mortgage on the lots and factory build-
ing and a guarantee by the SoCcikTY which carries all the
property the Socrery owns. The security for the bonds
including the mortgage on the real estate and the guarantee
back of it amounts to more than double the amount for
which bonds are issued. It is a plain business proposition.
The friends regard it as such. Many have asked why should
not the Lord’s people handle their own business without
going to the world for aid and without paying the world
for the use of money or property. That conclusion is
reasonable and proper.
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THE PRICE OF PEACE

“Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.” — Psalm 119: 165.

prescribed for all of his intelligent creatures.

His law is eternal. His law does not change,
even as God himself does not change. (Malachi 3:6)
His will is his law, whether that be expressed or not.
“The law of the Lord is perfect.” (Psalm 19:7) The
law of God applies to all of his intelligent creation.
and in a particular sense to those who are in a state of
peace with him. He has marked out a general course
for all, and following that course leads one to a general
result,

2 He who loves God’s will is possessed of great peace;
and continuing to love that law, and to walk therein, his
reward is life. Hence the instruction given: “My son,
forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my com-
mandments: for length of days, and long life, and
peace, shall they add to thee. Let not mercy and truth
forsake thee; bind them about thy neck; write them
upon the table of thine heart: so shalt thou find favour
and good understanding in the sight of God and man.
Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understanding, In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”—Prov-
erbs 3:1-6.

8 The wise man is he who diligently endeavors to ap-
ply his knowledge according to the divine standard. It
is therefore essential that one carefully study the law
of God, and then make an honest effort to deport him-
self accordingly. Such an one gets understanding and
wisdom. “Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and
the man that getteth understanding: for the merchan-
dise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and
the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more precious
than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not
to be compared unto her. Length of days is in her
right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour.
Her ways are the ways of pleasantness, and all her
paths are peace.”—Proverbs 3:13-17.

* Jod’s revelation to man opens with an anthem of
praises sung by his two “morning stars”, which song
evoked a joyful and tremendous applause {rom all his
heavenly sons. (Job 38:7) Then God caused to be re-
corded in his Word the course taken by each one of
these great stars and the net result to each. Why this

THE law of God is the rule of action which he has

record? Mamfestly one of the purposes thereof is thaf
all of God’s intelligent creation might profit by know-
ing the truth. He who receives this knowledge and acts
wisely thereon will follow the law of God and love that
law. He who is selfish and ambitious will be unwise,
take the wrong course, and fall.

® Lucifer, one of these morning stars, knew the law
of God; but he did not love that law. Selfishness, which
is the very opposite of love, controlled him. Selfishness
quickly defiled his heart, and the fruit of ambition re-
sulted. To gratify that ambition he assumed to have
cause for offense against God, denounced his great
Creator as a liar, and set himself up in opposition to
Jehovah. Since then he has ever pursued the course of
strife and hostility to God and has gained for himsclf
the titles of Prince of Darkness and the Prince of
Devils; and his end will be everlasting death.—Matthew
9:34; John 12:31; Ezekiel 28: 18, 19.

THE CRITERION

8 The other of those two great stars always followed
the course of righteousness. He knew the law of the
Most High, loved that law, and delighted himself in
obeying it. (Psalm 40:8) He was always the delight
of his Father. (Proverbs 8:30) He loved the law of
his Father. (DIsalms 119:97; 18:1) So com-
plete was his devotion to the law of God that he could
do nothing contrary thereto. (John 5:30) His Father
had provided and poured his potion for him, and that
he would drink and did drink without offense. (John
18:11) His love for and complete obedience to the law
of God continued even unto death. He gained {or him-
self the title of Prince of Peace. He was given life
on the highest plane and became the Author of salva-
tion and the great Life-giver to man.—Isaiah 9: 6 ; He-
brews 5:8, 9.

"The course taken by these two great creatures furnishes
the criterion by which all of God’s creatures will be
guided. The course of the disloyal son, who took offense
against his Father, will lead him to endless death. The
course of the loyal Son, who loved his Father’s law and
delighted therein, marks the way to everlastiug life.

& The church is now nearing the consummation of her
hopes. The few remaining members on the earth musk
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not only make sure of their high calling and election
but unto them is given the gracious privilege now of
lifting up the standard of God’s law. Joyfully conform-
ing to the Lord’s commands leads these into the right
course, and permits them to be used of the Lord that
others may be led into the way of peace and everlasting
life. A loving conformity to the law of God and the
great peace of God is now vitally essential to every mem-
ber of the church this side the vail. Each one should
sce to it that he permits nothing to offend him within
the meaning of this text.

PEACE WITH GOD

® Peace means a condition of reconciliation, harmony
and accord between those who were once at discord.
It also means a state of quiet or tranquility; freedom
from disturbance or agitation and strife; a state of
mind resulting from a sense of absolute security in body,
health, property, life and happiness. He who has such
pcace feels safe and well and joyful. Peace with God
therefore means that condition of reconciliation, har-
mony and accord between man and God which has been
brought about by God’s gracious provision.

10 The sin of Adam caused all men to be born sin-
ners, and therefore at variance or out of accord with
Jehovah. Through the death and resurrection of his be-
loved Son, God made provision for the reconciliation of
all those who comply with the terms of his law. In
order to be reconciled to God man must first exercise
faith, Some knowledge is essential to faith. Man learns
that he was born in sin and shapen in iniquity because
of Adam’s wrongful course. He learns that Jesus Christ
died and was raised from the dead that all who believe
cn him as the great Redeemer and Savior may be recon-
ciled to God. To have faith means to have a knowledge
of God’s provision for salvation, and then to confidently
rely upon it.

1 The Word of God is an expression of his law.
After receiving a knowledge of God’s gracious provision
made for his reconciliation man must exercise faith by
trusting implicitly in the merit of Jesus’ shed blood as
the price of redemption and by fully agreeing fo do the
will of God. Upon the basis of the great sacrifice of his
Son Jesus, and upon the faith of the believer, God
justifies the man thus believing. He judicially de-
termines that such an one who believes is in accord with
him, and therefore such man is reconciled to God and at
peace with God. “Therefore being justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
by whom also we have access by faith into this grace
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of
God.”—-Romans 5: 1, 2.

12 The one justified is justified for the purpose of
enabling him to be a part of the sacrificial body of
Christ. Being there accepted by the Father and begotten,
such an one becomes a new creature in Christ. (2 Cor-
inthians 5:1%) He is now a sor of God (Romans 8:
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14,15), and as such he must now be governed by the
law of God. He cannot obey the law unless he knows
something of that law. To gain such knowledge he
must search the Scriptures, watch the unfolding of
divine prophecy whereby the will of God concerning
his creatures is made known. Some who make consecra-
tion to the Lord to do his will seem to think that there-
after all cffort on their part to ascertain the law of
God is unnecessary. The fact is that their efforts have
just now begun, if they would be overcomers.

PEACE OF GOD

¥ No one of the human race can have the peace of
God except through Christ Jesus. Not every one who
is begotten of the holy spirit, and thereby brought unto
Christ, continues to enjoy the peace of God; for some
such do not love the law of God. To continue in the
peace of God is essential to the heavenly reward. When
Jesus was about to finish his earthly ministry he spoke
at length to his disciples, giving them some advice as
to the course to take. Then he added: “These things I
have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.”
—John 16: 33.

** These faithful disciples were received into Christ
at Pentecost, and thereafter they enjoyed the peace of
God that passeth all human understanding. They con-
tinued in that peace because they loved the law of God,
and put forth their best efforts to obey that law. The
same rule pursued by them must be observed by all
who will ultimately receive the high favor of the king-
dom. On that same memorable night Jesus told his
disciples that his Father would send to them, in his
name, the holy spirit; and that thereby they would
be taught and comforted. Then he added: “Peace 1
leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the
world giveth, give T unto you. T.et not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid.” (John 14:2%) His
words are proof that only the Christian enjoys the peace
of God.

FEAR A SNARE

* The peace of God enjoyed by the Christian is the
result of absolute faith in and unselfishness to God.
He who abides in Christ and loves the law of God feels
safe, secure, happy and well, and knows that ail things
shall work together for his good. He who continues in
this happy condition knows no fear; for there is no fear
in love. (1 John 4:1%,18) Where the fear of man
exists there is no great peace.

* Some men in the church fear other men in the
church. Where one occupies a higher position in the
ecclesia than his brother there are times when there is
a disposition manifested on the part of the one occupy-
ing the higher position to induce others to fear him.
Such a course is contrary to the law of God. Then,
again, there is one anxious to please a brother in a
higher yposition than himself ; and he renders service as
unto man, as a man-pleaser. This is not pleasing in the
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sight of the Lord. The Lord himself is no respecter of
persens. To him all the members of his body receive
like consideration.——phesians 6: 6-9.

" The nominal Christians of Europe have especially
suflered from this malady of fear of men and man-
worship. The clergy have induced the laity to fear
them, and the elders have encouraged the more lowly
to fear them. When those of present truth were brought
out of ecclesiasticism some of the disposition of fear of
men came with them, the meek and lowly ones fearing
those above them in the church. Such fear of men led
to a measure of the worship of the creature, contrary
to the law of God. Those who have this fear have not
enjoyed that great peace of God hecause they did not
sufliciently know and fully love the law of God. Re-
lating to this the Jaw of God is written: “The fear of
man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in
the Lord shall be safe.”—Proverbs 29: 25,

18 Kvery Christian should love his brother and put
forth his best endeavors to work in harmony with him,
but the Christian who really cnjoys the great peace of
God fears no man. Seeing that where there is perfect
love there can be no fear, we can appreciate the apostle’s
words when he says: “And besides all these things put
on love; it is the bond of completeness. And let the
peace of the Anointed preside in your hearts, for which
vou were also called in one body; and be thankful.”—
Colossians 3: 14,15, DraGcLoTT.

FEAR OF THE ENEMY

39 Where there is fear of the creature there can be no
great peace. Now the church has a clearer vision than
heretofore of Satan and his organization. Being in the
temple condition, these are aware that the Devil is now
seeking to destroy them and would destroy them if not
hindered in so doing. Knowing that Satan has many in-
struments in the carth which he is using to accomplish
his purposes, some Christians have fear that he will use
these instruments to their own injury or destruction.
Having such fear they do not enjoy the great peace of
God. The reason is that they do not love God’s law.
Of course no one could love God’s law unless he knew
about that law.

20 T4 is true that the church is now face to face with
a great peril, but it is equally true that no faithful mem-
ber of the church need fear. Concerning such the Lord
expresses his law to them in these words: “But I am
the Lord thy God, that divided the sea, whose waves
roared: the Lord of hosts is his name. And I have put
my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the
shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and
lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion,
Thou art my people.”—Isaiah 51: 15, 16.

21 Knowing then that the law of the Lord concerning
them is that they are covered under the shadow of his
all-powerful hand, they have no occasion to fear the
Zreatest of all enmemies; but they enjoy sweet peace.
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Again the Lord says: “When thou passest through the
waters, T will be with thee; and through the rivers;
they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest through
the fire, thou shalt not be burned ; neither shall the flame
kindle upon thee.” (Isaiah 43:2) Knowledge of this
law and love for it bring pecace; and love increases.—
1 John 4:1%, 18,

22 There may be in one a knowledge of the Word of
God, and he may render an outward obedience to the
Lord; but in order to enjoy that great peace of God
man must render cervice unto the Lord, oul of love for
God and love for his law. That means that he must be
wholly and unselfishly devoted to the Lord. Such can
rest confidently in the peace of God aund rely upon his
many promises, amongst which is this: “O love the
Lord, all ye his saints: for the Lord preserveth the
faithful, and plentilully rewardeth the proud doer.”—
Psalm 31:23.

NOTHING SHALL OFFEND

2% Not only are the ones who love God’s law guaranteed
great peace, but the Lord’s statement is that “nothing
shall offend them”. The word offend here used mecans
a stumbling block. It means, in the order given, to
falter, to stumble, to cause to fall, and to ruin. That
which keeps one {rom stumbling and falling is love for
God's law. The text must refer to those who are recon-
ciled to God, hence to the new creation. It must mean
that if the new creature does not love God’s law he will
falter, stumble and fall into ruin. Then of course that
which causes the stumbling must be something lacking
in him with reference to God’s rule of action given for
the government of the new creation.

LAW OF THE HARVEST

2¢ The instrument through which the Lord will bless
mankind is the “seed of promise”, which is the church,
Christ Jesus the Head and his body members. (Colos-
sians 1:18; Galatians 3: 16, 27-29) The Lord organized
his church on earth to be his witness. (Acts 1:8) The
ministry of reconciliation was committed unto Clirist
Jesus, including the faithful members of his body.
These faithful members of the body of Christ through-
out the Gospel Age have served as the ambassaders of
Christ. They have becn the representatives of God and
Christ on earth. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20) Throughout
the age the Lord has caused these to preach the gospel,
that those having a hearing ear might hear and come
to him.

25 Jesus declared that the age should end with the
harvest, at which time he would be present and directing
it himself. (Matthew 138:30-41) The first work of the
harvest, as shown by the physical facts as well as by the
Scriptures, has been the gathering together of those who
have made a covenant to do the will of God, and who
have heen counted in as a part of Christ Jesus’ sacrifice,
(Psalm 50:5) It necessarily follows that all of tlose
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in Christ, who have his Word in them, would be
gathered together; and that these would stand together
in one compact body as long as they remained in Christ.
If any fell away, that would in no wise hinder the
organization of the Lord. Only the one falling would
suffer injury.

26 The Lord himself is always faithful, and those who
continue faithful will continue with him and stand to-
gether, working together harmoniously under his diree-
tion. What would hold them together? The apostle
answers: “The love of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 5:14)
There could be no division in the body of Christ. (1
Cor. 12:12-30) Those who are really devoted to God
and who continue in that attitude will stand together.

27 The law of the harvest therefore is that God sent
forth his beloved Son as Head of the church, to gather
together under him his true people for the purpose of
piving a witness in the earth; and that all who are the
Lord’s will be witnesses in the name of God and to his
name. These of nccessity must love the law of God,
and all who do will know of that law and joyfully obey
lt; and this law declares that they will be witnesses of
the Lord and that they will see eye to eye and will
harmoniously engage in the Lord’s service.—Isaiah 43:
10-12; 52: 7, 8; Matthew 24: 14.

28 Now we know from the facts that such a class has
ixisted through the period of the harvest, and we have
palled this organized body of Christians on earth “the
Boctery”. It is understood that “the SocieTy” is made
op of those who are begotten and anointed of the holy
spirit and who love the law of God and who faithfully
continue to labor together in his service. If from time
to time some of these become offended and drop out,
this would in no wise hinder the work of the Lord; but
his organization would go straight forward in the per-
formance of the work meted out for it. No one could
hinder the work of the Lord. By withdrawing from his
organization and his work such persons would do in-
jury to themselves, but no injury to the Lord’s work
would result. This is the rule or law of the harvest, as
shown both by the Seriptures and by the facts in ful-
filment thereof.

SOME OFFENDED

29 The facts unmistakably show that since the begin-
ning of the harvest work a number have become offended
and have fallen away. These have first faltered, then
stumbled, become opponents, and ultimately have re-
turned to the world. Surely some good reason for this
should be found in the Scriptures, and we do find it
there.

30 The Lord promised that greater light should come
to his people at the end of the age, and the apostle warns
that at that time there would be danger of falling. (1
Corinthians 10:11,12) With the coming of the light
at the end of the age Christians began to be released
from their place of bondage and captivity in the ce-
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clesiastical systems. This gave them joy and, as the
Psalmist expresses it, their mouth was filled with laugh-
ter and their tongue with singing.—Psalm 126: 1, 2.

8 The light did not come to the Lord’s people all at
once. Of course many errors clung to them, because
they had been long mixed with ecclesiastics. They could
not learn everything immediately. Those who are really
devoted to the Lord believe that the Lord himself or-
ganized his harvest work and that he provided THE
WarcH TOoWER as a medium through which to instruct
his people; and that this, together with other literature
and books in harmony with Tar Warce TowEr, has
furnished the “meat in due season for the household of
faith”. The Lord himself has furnished this, but he has
permitted imperfect men to have to do therewith, and
of course it could not be served in any other way than
imperfectly.

INSTANCES OF STUMBLING

32 THE WATCH TOWER once taught that the church is
developed under the new covenant. In due time the Lord
permitted its editor to see that such is not true, but
that the church is the offspring of the Abrahamic cov-
enant. At the time of this change of position, as frankly
published in THE WaTcE TOWER, some who professed
consecration became offended. They turned away from
the Sociery and from the Lord’s work, stumbled and
fell. They assumed to have a cause for offense, but their
offense was not against men. It was against the Lord and
against his law. Had such loved the law of the Lord
they would not have been offended.

38 For a long while THE WaTcH Towrr taught that
he who becomes a Christian is first justified and then
makes a consecration. Later the editor saw that this
position was not a correct one, and set forth the Secrip-
tural proof that consecration must take place first, and
then justification ; that it would be inconsistent for Je-
hovah to justify one who had not agreed to do his will,
(W. T. 1916, p. 108) With this greater light upon the
Word of the Lord some became offended, faltered, turned
back, became opponents, stumbled and fell.

3¢ The literature of the SociETY once plainly set forth
that 1914 would mark the complete glorification of the
church. Many set their hearts npon that date. The time
passed, and the church was not yet glorified. Then THE
WarcH TowER began to set forth the truth as to where
the mistake in calculation had been made, and that 1914
was in truth and in fact a correct chronological date,
but that the mistake was as to what would transpire at
that date. Because of this increased light others became
offended, faltered, became opponents, turned away and
fell.

35 Why did these fall? The answer is, Because they
did not love God’s law. Their peace of mind and their
“peace of God” were disturbed because of lack of un-
selfish devotion to him. Had they loved the Lord’s law
and taken heed thereto they would have known that the
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Lord declares: “But the path of the just is as the shin-
ing light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect
day.” (Proverhs 4:18) Since his law has declared that
this light would increase from time fo time, those who
loved it rcjoiced in the increased light as it was revealed.

¥ With greater light, anything may be found to be of
a different form from that which first was seen. For
instance, if one observes an object when the first gray
streaks of light appcar in the cast in the early dawn,
that object may appear to be a certain form; but within
thirty minutes, when the light around it increases, a
quite different form appears. Even so with the Word of

he Lord. We first get a Dhiltle light upon something;

then, as the licht increases, the divine plan appears far
more wonderful to us, and we rejoice all the more. The
vision of the one who loves the Lord broadens continual-
lv; and as his vison enlarges, his joy increases. Some
had set their hearts on the fact that justification must
ta'ze place before consecration, and others had set their
hearts on the fact that the church must be glorified in
1914. It was sclfishness that caused them to tenaciously
Lcld to these things and then become offended when
greater light came upon them.

87 In 1917 the Scventh Volume of STUDIES IN THE
CcripTURES was published. It contained some rather
startling statements. Again some became offended,
stumbled and fell. Had these loved the law of God they
would not have fallen. They would have concluded that
the Lord permitted the Seventh Volume to be published
for a good reason. Those who loved the Lord’s law said:
“He is at the head of his work, and he knows how to
guide it.” The Lord has provided his own way to carry
on his harvest work and he has his organization. This
work is done with imperfect men, of course, all of whom
make mistakes. There are mistakes in the Seventh
Volume; there are mistakes in all the other volumes of
STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES and in all the other pub-
lications of the SocIETY, and in all versions of the Bible.
It could not be expected otherwise, hecause each one is
prepared by imperfect instruments; and God has per-
mitted these things as a test of our love and loyalty for
him.

38 Now Tue Warca Towekr is publishing some ar-
ticles that are somewhat different from what has here-
tofore appeared in the SociETY’s publications, and par-
ticularly in Volume Seven; for instance, the article on
the twelfth chapter of Revelation under the title “The
Birth of The Nation”. Does that mean that the Seventh
Volume and the Sociery should be rejected because of
this change? Is that any just cause or excuse to become
offended and to withdraw? It should be remembered
that the Seventh Volume contains a statement
of the great fundamental truths of the divine
plan; and merely because some parts of it are not in
harmony with the greater light shed upon the Lord’s
Word is no reason why it should be cast aside.

89 Now the church sees what it could not see until
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God’s due time; to wit, that the Lord came to his temple
in 1918, and that it is the law of God that the church
from that time forward should have a clearer vision upon
his plan than before. (Revelation 11:19) "Those who
love the Lord’s law know that the truth is his, not any
man’y, and that what man says about it is not with
absolute authority ; but God permits his people to reason
upon his Word and reach a conclusion. As his liglit in-
creases they sce his plan more clearly and rejoice ex-
ceedingly.

#0 Lucifer assumed a reason for becoming offended at
Jehovah. That was because of his own sclfishness; his
heart was not honest. He follows the same course in
overreaching the Christian; if there is any dishonesty
in the heart he will see that it is fed. Anyone who
selfishly assumes a cause for offense against the Lord’s
organization and his work, pretending to be offended at
individuals who are doing the Lord’s work, is in truth
and in fact offended at the Lord. The cause for this
offense is a lack of love for God’s law. This is illustrated
in the Lord’s dealing with Israel through Samuel.

# Samuel was chosen as the Lord’s instrument to lead
Israel. In similar fashion the Lord has chosen his
organization, the anointed members on earth, as his
representative to carry on his work; which organization
we term ‘“the SocIery”, irrespective of the individuals
who are working in that Sociery. When the children of
Israel called for a judge for purposes of administration
Samuel took the matter to the Lord; and the Lord said
to Samuel: “Hearken unto the voice of the people in
all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected
thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign
over them.” (1 Samuel 8:7) Ilven so, when one as-
sumes a cause for offense and turns aside to start some-
thing in opposition to the Lord’s harvest work he is of-
fended in truth and in fact against the Lord, and this
offense is due to the fact that he does not love God’s law.

#2 The Lord has only one way of carrying on his work.
The Lord himself will be the judge of his people. This
will not be committed to another. (Romans 14:4) No
one consecrated to the T.ord can find a just cause or ex-
cuse to become offended at the Lord’s organization and
withdraw therefrom. The fact that some do become of-
fended, withdraw and become opponents, is conclusive
proof that such do not love the law of God. Oue in-
dividual may become offended at another and have a just
cause for such offense, bhut if so he will pursue the
course directed by the law of the Lord to straighten out
that difficulty. (Matthew 18:15-18) He cannot assume
that such a circumstance is valid reason for his becom-
ing offended at the Lord’s organization and withdraw-
ing from it.

% Recently there was some disturbance in one of the
branch offices of the Sociery. One ecclesia, without
knowing the facts, proceeded to judge not only the
brother or brethren in question but the entire Sociery,
and to withdraw its support therefrom. Then it began
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to publish this to the church and even to the world and
to set itself up in opposition to the work. Had this
class really loved the law of God it would not have done
this, even though there were some wrong doing on the
part of some brather or brethren in the Lord’s service,
It is not the prerogative nor the duty of any one nor
any class to pass judgment upon another. Tspecially is
this true when they have neither the facts nor the
jurisdiction to dctermine what action should be taken
by the Soctery, as in this case. Had the aforemen-
tioned class loved the Lord's law they would have re-
membered what it said and followed it. Their excuse
was that were they to continue to support the work
others might think they as a class were endorsing an
improper course, which they supposed had been taken by
some individuals.

*¢ What could induce such a conclusion? Selfishness,
of course; and selfishness is a lack of love, The law of
the Lord governing such cases plainly is: “Speak not
evil one of another, brethren. Ile taat speaketh evil of
his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of
the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the
law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. There
is one lawpiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who
art thou that judgest another?’—James 4: 11, 12,

4 Fven though some brethren of the SociEry were
guilty of some wrong, that would be no just cause nor
excuse for our becoming offended at the Lord’s organ-
ization. The duty of every one who loves the Lord and
his law is and should be to immediately set about to try
to help the erring one, and meanwhile not to cease to
sustain and support the work of the Lord. Where a
course different from this is taken by individuals or by a
class they lose their peace of mind, do not enjoy the
peace of God, and are easily stumbled ; and unless quick-
ly recovered they fall away entirely.

4 Tt will be seen that the words of the Psalmist in
our text do not refer to individual offenses. Such are
treated in other parts of God’s Word. The offenses here
referred to are those against the Lord. He who loves
God’s law will be always unselfishly secking to obey that
law. He will rest in peace, in quietude, in tranquility;
he will feel safe and secure, because he knows that the
great God can make no mistakes and that he will cause
all things to work out to his own glory and to the good
of all those who love him. Not only will such have and
enjoy the great peace of God but it is utterly impossible
for anything to cause them to become offended and
stumble and fall away from the Lord.

BELLIGERENT ELDERS

47 Sometimes there is a leader or elder of a cl~ss who
does not agree with what THE Warcm Towir pub-
lishes. He is impressed with his own importance and
wisdom and decides that THE Warca TOoWER is grossly
wrong, and he assumes this as a cause for offense against
the Sociery. He becomes belligerent and sets about to
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draw others of the class away from the support of the
Socrery and from the work that it is carrying on. He
refuses to participate in the service and tries to dis-
courage others from so deing. The adversary sees to it
that his assumed cause for offense is cultivated, until
such elder becomes really an opposer of the Lord’s work.
What is the reason? Because he does not love God’s law.
He is selfish, proud, and does not wish to admit that he
has been wrong in his understanding of some scriptures.
He has n~t been walking in the light as the Lord is
causing it to shine upon his Word. The clder permits
his selfishness to turn him away, causing him to stumble
and fall away from the Lord and from his work.

8 What should the class do with such an elder? Upon
the SociEry, that is to say, upon those Christians who
are unreservedly devoted to the Lord, there is laid the
privilege and obligation of giviag the witness on the
earth at this time concerning God and his kingdom.
Those who are joyfully engaged in this work should not
indulge in controversy with anyone who opposes, but
let all belligerent oncs alone. Those who really love the
Lord should get on with his work. Any opposer to that
work should be set aside as an elder and asked to re-
frain from interfering with what others are sincerely
trying to do in serving the Lord.

*° But suppose there are some in a class who cannot
sce all matters as published in THE WATCH TOWER, yet
who honestly and sincerely desire to have a part in the
Lord’s service; what should be the attitude of the class
toward such? By all means one in that attitude should
be treated with the greatest consideration and kindness.
As long as he has a desire to cooperate in the service he
should be encouraged to participate therein. He should
be encouraged to attend the studies of THE WarcH
Tower and should be helped if possible to a better un-
derstanding. Undoubtedly, where one keeps his heart
right, in due time the Lord will more fully illuminate
his mind.

50 TIf an clder cannot agree with THE WaTcaE Tower
because he cannot understand it then he should not at-
tempt to lead a WarcrE Tower study, but may lead
other Berean studies with which he does concur. It is
only when one becomes an opponent and tries to disturb
the work of giving the witness of the kingdom that he
should be set aside. One who is an opponent should not
even vote at the class meetings, and surely he should
never be elected as a servant of the church.

51 The obligation rests upon the faithful ones to carry
on the Lord’s work. A minority of opponents in the class
should not be permitted to thwart the purpose of the
majority in loyally and faithfully serving the Lord. Un-
der such circumstances the class should have all ques-
tions determined by a majority vote consisting of fifty-
one percent of the members of the class. If all are in
harmony they will all vote one way anyhow. If there
are some who are purposely and wilfully opposing, then
this minority should not be permitted to rule. All who
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really love the T.erd and his law will be found working
harmoniously together to the glory of the Lord as his
witnesses.

2 Let all the consecrated ones who are anointed to
be witnesses of God heed the admonition of the apostle,
and at all times be found “standing fast in one spirit
and with one mind, fighting shoulder to shoulder for
the faith of the gospel. Never for a moment quail be-
fore your antagonists. Your fearlessness will be to them
a sure token of impending destruction, but to you it
will be a sure token of your salvation”.—Philippians
1: 28, Weymouth.

% Such will have great peace and will be always re-
joicing in the Lord. They will at the same time ap-
preciate the fact that the joy of the Lord is their
strength. The price of great peace therefore is unselfish
devotion to the law of God. This is likewise a guarantee
that you shall never stumble nor fall. All who maintain
this attitude towards Jehovah “shall lift up the voice
together with singing” as witnesses to the majesty of
the great Jehovah God.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What is God’s law? How alone may real peace be enjoyed?

}Vhat is the difference between knowledge and wisdom?
1-3.

What is the theme of God’s revelation to man? Who were
the two “morning stars” of Job 38:7, and did each of
them know and love God’s law? What will be their re-
spective rewards?  4-7.

What is now vitally essential to each member of the church?
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What is peace? What is faith? T 8-10.

How and why are we justified? 11, 12.

How may we receive and retain the peace of God? f 13, 14.

How and why is fear sometimes fostered in the church?
Can those who fear have peace? T 15-18.

How may the spirit of fear be overcome? { 19-22.

What is meant in our text by the word “offend”? 23, 46.

What is the present mission of the church? What is the
work and law of the harvest? How are the faithful ones
held together? § 24-27.

Of what does “the SocierY” consist? ‘When any members
drop out is the Lord's work ever jeopardized thereby?
Why do some become offended? 1 28-30.

Did full light come to the church at the beginning of the
harvest? Has “meat in due season” ever been served to
the church in a perfect form? Cite instances of increas-
ing light which oftended some. f 31-34.

Why did these fall? Is it unusual for the form of any-
thing to appear different under different degrees of
light? 1 353, 36.

Should the Seventh Volume, or any of the other volumes of
ScrIPTURE STUDIES, or any of the versions of the Bible,
all of which contain the fundamental truths of the divine
plan. be cast aside because of certain mistakes they may
contain? T 37-39.

How does Satan seek to cause offenses in our ranks? When
anyone ceases to support the Lord’s work is his offense
always against the Lord? T 40-42,

Cite a case in point. Even though certain brethren in the
Lord’s service should do a great wrong, is that just cause
for offense against the Lord’s organization? { 43-4G.

‘What is a belligerent elder, and what should a class do with
such? What should be their attitude toward those who
are anxious to engage in the service but who may not be
%ble to see all matters treated in THE WATCcH TOWER?

47-50.

What special obligation now rests upon the faithful, and
how shall they fulfil it? What is the divinely stipulated
priee of peace? 1 51-53.

PRAYER-MEETING

TEXT FOR DECEMBER 1
“Phe Lord hath anointed me.”—Isatah 61:1.

HIS TEXT at once suggests to the Christian

| that the Lord God has something for him to do
and that he will require of him faithfulness in

the performance of such duty. To be anointed by the
Lord means that the one anointed is officially designated
to some service for Jehovah. His part of God’s service
is important and cannot be neglected with impunity.
Its importance is to the one who is commissioned to
do it. Those who maintain the anocinting will remain
of the temple class and may expect their vision to
increase as God’s plan unfolds. The time has come for
God to make himself known. That means a manifesta-
tion of his divine power in such a marked degree that
all must take notice thereof. The Lord does nothing
in the dark. He gives notice in advance of his purposes
so that all mouths may be stopped and precluded from
ever saying that they had mo notice of what God in-
tends to do. It is therefore seen to be important to
have a witness given. The giving of this witness he
has committed to his anointed ones, and he who fails

TEXT COMMENTS

or refuses to perform the duty and obligation of his
office as opportunity affords might expect that anoint-
ing to be taken away. The anointed class will delight
to sound forth the praises of God out of Zion, and this
they are doing by his grace.

TEXT FOR DECEMBER 8
“Trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord.”
—Isaiah 61: 3.

ﬁ TREE is a symbol of a creature possessing ever-
lasting life. (Genesis 21:33) The trees of
righteousness here mentioned in the text mean

the various members of the new creation. Thesc trees
are planted by Jehovah and those who are faithful to
the end will be granted life everlasting on the divina
plane, They will have inherent life even as Jesus said
that God had given him to have life within himself.
(John 5:26) That wonderful grove of 144,000 and
one trees, the one being the great Head, Christ Jesus,
will be an everlasting monument to the glory of Al-
mighty God. These trees of righteousness God will giva
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for the hlessing and peace and life of the world. In
the midst of the great highway and on either side of
the river of truth these trees of righteousness will bear
their fruit and will fced and heal and bless all the
obedient ones of the families of earth

God has commanded that those of Zion shall now
point out to the pcople the highway ; that they shall
gather out the stones that have caused the people to
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stumble; that they shall lift up his standard to the
people and declare to them that Jehovah is the great
God who has provided a way for their return to him
that they may receive the blessings of life everlasiing.

Those of Zion now see their privilege and delight
to proclaim this glad news to the praise of Jelovah
God, and this they are doing in the manner which he
has provided.

CALEB’S FAITHFULNESS REWARDED

———NOVEMBER 14—JosHUA 14:6-15—v

“I wholly followed Jehovah my God.”—Joshua 14: 8.

ITH the fall of Jericho Joshua at once began

\*/ the attack on Canaan in general. It is easy

to imagine the zeal of the men of Israel as they

set out from Gilgal to make the land of promise their

own and to cleanse the land, which Ged had promised

to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, from the defilement it

had suffered through its Canaanite inhabitants. It

would be difficult to find any human record revealing

greater debasement than that into which the Canaanites
had fallen.

2 The manifestation of the mighty power of God in
the collapse of the walls of Jericho showed the Israelites
that God was fighting for them and that he had begun
war. But at the next place they attacked, the small
town of Ai, Israel was self-confident and met with a re-
buff; the men of Ai drove them from before the wall
and Israel fled for their lives. Joshua’s heart failed
him, and he feli on his face in distress; for Israel had
turned their backs to their enemies. But Joshua’s con-
cern was not only because of the apparent catastrophe
which had fallen upon them; he was concerned for the
honor of God’s name. (Joshua 7:6-9) In his fear he
saw Israel defeated and cut off, and the peoples of the
land exulting in their conquest and despising the name
and power of Israel’s God.

¢ The word of Jehovah came to Joshua with the sharp
command, “Get thee up; wherefore liest thou upon
thy face?” Then the Lord continued, “Israel hath
sinned.” (Joshua 7:10,11) Apparently this fact had
not occurred to Joshua. The Lord commanded that the
people sanctify themselves; for he could not continue to
give them victory unless an accursed thing was re-
moved. In order to discover the sinner against Israel
and against God, lots were cast; and ultimately Achan,
of the tribe of Judah, was taken. At Joshua’s word he
confessed that he had coveted some of the spoil of
Jericho and had taken it and hid it in his tent. As those
of his household must have known what he had done
but had shielded him, he and all his household were
gtoned because of this sin against Israel.

4 After the accursed thing was removed from Israel

and they themsclves were sanctified, the warfare was
continued; and Ai was soon subdued. Then for six
vears or more Israel fonght till all Canaan was subdued.
Sometimes, as in the case of the confederacy of the
kings of Jeru-alem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and
Eglon, led hy Adonizedek king of Jerusalem (Joshua
10:3-5), he was helped by the combination; for the
victory which God gave him at Beth-horon over those
kings brought all of southern Canaan into subjection.

® Joshua ever fought under the direction of the cap-
tain of the Liord’s host, who appeared to him at the
first but who is not again mentioned. How this angelic
captain guided Israel we do not know; it is certain that
Joshua did not look for any mystic guidance. He must
be considered as a military general conducting his
campaign on ccrtain rules of war. The early battle
of Beth-horon, fought for the relief of Israel’s allies the
Gibeonites, shows him to be a man of energy and ve-
source; yet the original cause of that battle, Joshua’s
being beguiled into making an agreement with the Gibe-
onites, also shows that he had not that watchful care
which is usually associated with a military commander.

& At last the time came when the tribes of Israel were
ready to divide some of the land. Reuben, Gad, and
part of the tribe of Manasseh already had their portions
on the east side of Jordan. Caleb, Joshua’s companion
and faithful ally in the trouble which came upon Israel
when the spies brought back their alarmist report, say-
ing that it was hopeless to expect that the children of
Israel could overcome the peoples of Canaan and secure
their land for an inheritance, now came before Joshua
supported by men of the tribe of Judah.

7 Caleb reminded Joshua of what had happened forty-
five years previous when he, Caleb, was forty years of
age, and how he had attempted to avert the disaster
which then threatened Israel through the lack of faith
in the people and their stubbornness in setting them-
selves against God. He reminded Joshua of the oath
which Moses had then sworn, that because Caleb had
wholly followed the Lord he should have for his in-
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heritance in the land of Canaan the places on which
his feet had trod.—Numbers 14: 24,

8 He further said to Joshua, “And now, behold, the
Lord hath kept me alive as he said, these forty and five
years . . . and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five
years old. As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the
day that Moses sent me.” (Joshua 14:10,11) Perhaps
it was his eighty-fifth birthday. He chose from Joshua
the town of Hebron, the city of the giant Anakims;
and full of faith and courage he said, “If so be the Lord
will be with me, then I shall be able to drive them out,
as the Lord said.”—Joshua 14:12.

® Joshua blessed his old-time companion in tribula-
tion and in fidelity, and gave him Hcbron; and it be-
came the inheritance of Caleb, because he wholly fol-
lowed the Lord God of Isracl. Caleb thus got a special
inheritance, for Hebron was not only the center of fer-
tile lands, but was Abraham’s burial place; and he had
the pleasure of tilling the lands where Abraham had
lived, and of caring for his burial place.

10 This incident reveals the fact that though Israel
had brought the land of Canaan into subjection their
enemies were not all destroyed, nor all their opposition
broken. The land was conquered in the sense that it was
no longer possible for set warfare to be made against
Israel, nor for city to cooperate with city against Joshua
and Isracl. Caleb went down to his inheritance and
drove out {rom it the three sons of Anak the giant. Tt
was the sight of these three monstrous men, and per-
haps their father, and the report of them, which had
done much to strike fear into the hearts of the spies,
and through them into the hearts of the people of Israel.
But Caleb, though now eighty-five years of age but
strong in the strength which true faith in God imparts,
fearlessly attacked them and thrust them away.

1 The Bible student knows that these things are
written for his instruction in the way of the Lord. They
arc to guide him as the pillar of cloud gmded Israel,
or for his assurance in the way he has taken, guided as
he believes by the Lord. Paul says, “Whatsoever things
were written aforetime were written for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures
might have hope.”—Romans 15: 4.

12 This record of Caleb’s spirit and of his courage
is surely an encouragement to every servant of Jehovah,
and to take it to heart must be to anyone’s advantage.
There had been many things during that long and weary-
ing wilderness journcying which might have been al-
lowed to depress him, as they must have depressed those
who had not faith. But those things which depressed
others were to him evidences of the watchful and cer-
tain purposes of God. Since those earlier days when he
had expressed his faith, he had seen the word of God
fulfilled in the death of that multitude who were un-
faithful, and who were sentenced to die in the wilder-
ness; he had seen Jordan turned back at its flood, and
the walls ¢f Jericho fall; and he had experienced the
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constant and regular victories of Israel against peoples
greater and mightier than they., He knew that God was
ever true to his word.

13 As in courage and confidence his spirit retained its
vigor, this in turn proved to be strength to his hody,
making him at eighty-five as strong as he was at forty.
However, this. was not wholly the result of his own
spirit, or the natural result of a clean and pure life and
desire; it was a reward from the Lord, a contrast from
the sentence of disfavor upon the many, to show that the
Lord did reward those who were faithful to him. (Joshua
14:8,9,14) Every lover of God and of righteousness
desires to have the same spirit as Caleb. This is par-
ticularly the case with those who see the things which
God has now given to his people, who know that he is
setting up the long-promised kingdom of his dear Son,
and is establishing truth and righteousness in the eavth.

1#True Christians perceive that there are two out-
standing phases of service for God at this time, namely:
(1) Individually witnessing for him, and (2) collective-
ly campaigning, each one constituting a umt in his
army, under the leadership of the Word of God. (Revela-
tion 19:13-16) He sees that these correspond to the
two outstanding incidents of Caleb’s life. Caleb came
under notice and into immediate prominence when the
spies were sent from Kadesh-Barnea, and when, con-
trary to the ten, he declared his faith in God, and at
the risk of his life stood for God’s honor in the matter
of Israel’s call and God’s purpose for them. It was
then first said of him that he “fully” foflowed the lLord.
—Numbers 14: 24.

15 For our guidance and encouragement we ask, What
is involved in fully or wholly following the Lord? 1n
Caleb’s case we may say, first, that he very definitely
believed God’s word of promise; second, as definitely
he trusted in God, believed in God’s fidelity; third, he
set his mind accordingly, and thus tried to see things
always from God’s viewpoint. This really meant that he
was a true servant of the Lord, one who sought God’s
interests.

¢ The second incident is that which gives us our pres-
ent study and its lesson. Caleb did not now need to
stand for God in opposition to his unbelieving brethren,
yet his faith may be said to have been as inspiring when
he requested Joshua to give him Hebron despite its dif-
ficulties and dangers as it could have been at Kadesh.
Faith and courage came from his loyalty to God; at
Kadesh he had courage to withstand the whole people;
before Joshua he had faith to believe that no opposition
could withstand an Israelite living according to his cov-
enant. Instead of being tired with the rough fighting
of the past six years of warfare, he was stimulated by
its activity.

37 God has now called a people apart to witnesg for
him and of the establishment of his kingdom, Each one
gladly tells of that good and gracious provision for the
suffering world; and, against all the worl®s seuiiment
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and expectation, they proclaim the fact of Jehovah’s
kingdom and of his absolute right to determine the
course of his human family.

18 But they are also called as soldiers of his army.
God has a great battle to fight, the battle of God
Almighty; and those who are faithful are being en-
rolled in the army of his Son, the Word of God. Let
all these take the example of Caleb; they have the
spirit of the Lord, which is not of fear, but of power for
their call (2 Timothy 1:7); and if they wholly follow
the Lord in earnest desire to serve him, the same acknowl-
edgement as Caleb received will surely be theirs also.
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QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

With the fall of Jericho what did Joshua undertake? Why
did the Lord permit Isruel’s defeat at Ai? How was
Israel's sin discovered and dealt with? § 1-4.

Was Joshua a great military commander? How was he
guided in his task? { 5.

Who was Caleb? What portion of the land did he claim,
and why? What fact does this incident reveal? f 6-10.

Why are these things recorded? What lesson may we get
from Caleb’s experiences? | 11-13,

‘What are the two outstanding phases of service for God at
this time? What does it mean to wholly follow the Lord,
%nd how did Caleb do this? How may we do fhe same?

14-18.

JOSHUA RENEWING THE COVENANT

“Choose you this day whom ye will serve; . .. but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.’—Joshua 24: 15.

——NOVEMBER 21—JosHUA 24:14-25——

At the end of that time the land was divided

amongst the tribes, though the tribes of Reuben
and Gad and half of the tribe of Manasseh already had
their portions of land on the east side of the Jordan.
The first tribe to settle on the west side of the Jordan
in the land of Canaan proper was Judah. Then the
tribe of Ephraim got its portion. Their places in the
land and their boundaries were made according to the
casting of the lot, but it is evident there was divine di-
rection in the matter. (See Proverbs 16:33.) The tab-
ernacle was then set up in Shiloh, in Mt. Ephraim, be-
cause Ephraim was the chief representative of Joseph,
who held the birthright in Israel. (Genesis 48:19, 20)
After this the remaining seven tribes were provided for
by the casting of lots.

2 The Levites remained apart; no tribal portion was
allotted to them, but only certain cities and villages
with their suburbs were given to them, for they were
separated unto the Lord, and were to find their in-
heritance and satisfaction in Israel in other things.
This is stated in three different ways. The sacrifices
they offered for Israel were to be their inheritance
(Joshua 13:14) ; the Lord God of Israel was their in-
heritance (Joshua 13:33); the priesthood was Levi’s
inheritance. (Joshua 18:7) Thus while there were
thirtecen tribes of Israel (Epbraim and Manassch, the
two sons of Joseph each heading a tribe), yet there were
only twelve which had a tribal portion, the tribe of Levi
being set apart for special service both to God and to the
people. The Levites represent those true followers of
Jesus Christ, the church of God, who are called to a
heavenly inheritance, and are separated unto the Lord
by consecration.—Hebrews 3:1; 1 Peter 1:4.

8 When Israel had divided the land all the people gave
)oshua an inheritance in Mt. Ephraim. (Joshua 19:50)

THE conquest of Canaan occupied at least six years.

After that the “cities of refuge” were determined upon,
chosen in such convenient places as to mect the require-
ments of the law already given by Moses. (Numbers 35:
11-14) Of the six cities thus chosen Hebron had been
given to Caleb for a special possession. It was indeed the
first settlement made in Israel.

* When the Levites had their cities and villages given
to them Hebron was made a Levitical city; now as a
city of refuge it came under the control of the priest-
hood. We may be confident that Caleb, that good man
who wholly followed the Lord, would gladly acquiesce in
this expressed will of the Lord, and would rcjoice that
his city could be used so directly for the honor of God
and for the benefit of the people. Caleb still retained the
suburbs of the city as his personal possession.

% Joshua’s summary at that time of the providences of
God upon Israel is that Israel had entered into the rest
and the possession that God promised them long ago,
and that “there failed, not ought of any good thing
which the Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel;
all came to pass”’.—Joshua 21:45.

¢ The men of the tribes of Reuben, Gad and Manassch
were now ready to be sent home to their possessions on
the east side of Jordan ; and they went with the good will
of their brethren and the consciousness of a work well
accomplished. When they had crossed Jordan they de-
termined to build an altar, evidently intended to be a
somewhat important structure. But when their brethren
whom they had just left heard of this they became
suspicious, and considerable feeling was aroused.

? Then Phinehas, who though a priest was a capable
military leader and a man of quick decision, was chosen
to head a deputation to the men of Reuben and Gad to
ask why this was done, and to tell them of the danger
which would arise, and that already division in Israel
was showing. The answer given by the tfribes was sat-
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isfactory ; they assured their brethren that the altar was
ever intended for service, nor to show division, but to
prove that they were all one. It was to be a reminder
to their children in days to come that they had the same
wership as the tribes on the west side of Jordan.

® However, it must be noted that Reuben and Gad
and Manasseh, in chooging their own inheritance rather
than wait until they could share with their brethren in
the land which God had apportioned for them, had sown
the seed of division in Israel. God agreed to their some-
what selfish choice, as he usually does when his peo-
ple seek to serve themselves; but he did not hinder tha
growth of the misunderstanding which arose. The les-
son should be drawn from this that it is never safe for a
servant of God to endcavor to choose for himself when
or where he will serve, but should abide by the terms of
his covenant of full consecration.

® Later Joshua called Israel together to remind them
of their blessings, and to warn them of the dangers
which surrounded them. There were many of the peo-
ples of Canaan left amongst the tribes, and there were
evidences that they would become hurtful to Israel. That
there was need for such warning is shown by the ques-
tion, “Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us, from
which we are not cleansed until this day, although there
was a plague in the congregation of the Lord ?”—Joshua
22:17.

*® Not long afterward Joshua, realizing that his last
days were upon him, called all the tribes of Israel to
Shechem, recognized as the governing center of Israel;
and with the people came their leaders and judges and
officers. It was a gathering of God’s people to present
themselves before the Lord. (Joshua 24:1) Joshua ad-
dressed all Israel and, like all other men of God whose
words are recorded when they have addressed God’s
people, he reviewed God’s way from the earliest days of
their fathers down to his own day.

11 Joshua saw that Israel was faced with dangers which
were not fully realized; he saw the need for bringing
the tribes to a realization of their responsibility. He
closed his review with an earnest exhortation, urging
them to serve Jehovah in sincerity and in truth, and to
“put away the gods which your fathers served on the
other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the
Lord”. (Joshua 24:14) It is clear from this that Israel
were then worshiping idols; they still worshiped the gods
of Lgypt, and also the gods which Abraham’s fathers
had worshiped in Ur of the Chaldees, on the other side
of the great luphrates.

12 Joshua called upon the Israelites to decide which
they would do, and declared his own purpose for himself
and his house. He said, “As for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15) The people de-
clared themselves as set for the worship of Jehovah.
Remembering all that God had done for them since
Lgypt, and in the settlement of the land of Canaan, they
ceplied: “We will serve the Lord; for he is our God.”
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But Joshua told them they could not do this, for God
was jealous. The people reiterated their purpose and
said, “Nay; but we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:
21) Joshua then called upon them to put away at cnce
the strange gods which were among them, and to in-
cline their hearts unto the Lord; and he called them as
witnesses against themselves, and this they did, saving,
“We are witnesses.” Joshua then made a covenant with
the people that day, and it was set in Shechem for a
statute and an ordinance in Israel.

*3 Solemn as that covenant was the people could not
bind their children; and, as the subsequent history of
Israel shows, it was only that generation which kept the
covenant. Probably it would be right to say that some
of the seeds of idolatry which later proved so productive
of evil and so hurtful to Israel had already heen sown.
The children of these people were already contaminated
with the evils of idol worship.

** A retrospective or backward view of the way God
had led us is ever good. It is from past experiences in
the mercy of God, as well as by the forward look in
confidence in his promises, that God’s people grow in
strength of spirit. Paul says, “Forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before.” (Philippians 3:13) But he did not
mean by this that he forgot those rich past experiences
of God’s mercy to him, nor would he forget any valuable
lessons of life. He would forget those things which once
he had counted gain, but which he had proved to be
loss and dross, hindrances in his way. Moses says, “Re-
member all the way which the Lord thy God led thee.”
—Deuteronomy 8: 2.

15 As has been before stated, the servants of God have
ever reminded his people of the mercies of the past,
which, when rightly taken, always cast the mind to the
future. But letting the mind dwell upon the future
must be done only in harmony with truth. The Chris-
tian has his hope set before him,-and he casts it as an
anchor within the vail (Hebrews 6:19); but he must
not concern himself as to what tomorrow or the follow-
ing day will bring him. Sufficient for him that day by
day a fatherly care will be over him.

16 This lesson emphasizes the need of learning by the
lessons of life, and of constant watchfulness. Familiar-
ity with things out of harmony with the will of God,
whether by sight, sound, or otherwise, tends to make the
mind less careful, and there may be downward tendencies
which are not discerned. No doubt the Israelites, who
daily saw the worship of Baal in the valleys and on
the hillsides, familiarized themselves therewith ; and see-
ing that bowing to an image or acknowledgement of the
same did not seem to have any particularly ill effect
upon the worshipers, began to think but little of idol
worship. But everything that is known to be contrary
to the will of God should be fought with resolution and
determination and, as in the case of Joshua with Israel,
a witness set up as a help,
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17 If we would seck the cause of Isracl’s failure it will
be found in their lack of obedience to the command of
God, and in their failure to take hold of the provision
God had made for them. They failed to drive out the
people of the land. It is true that God had said he would
not drive out all the people of the land in one year, lest
the wild beasts, of which there were many, should mul-
tiply so fast as to become a danger to Israel, and lest
the land should become desolate. But Israel was lax;
they left some of the people in the land and then allowed
themselves to become contaminated with their evils.

18 Up to a certain point God said he would drive out
the inhabitants of the land, but from the time Israel
slacked in their work God no longer made an attempt
to drive them out. After that he would not fight for
Israel, but withheld his special blessings from them.
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(Joshua 23:11-13) The only safe way, and therefore
the only road to happiness, is in being true to our task
and to our vow of consecration to Jehovah.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

How long a time did the conquest of Canaan occupy? What
tribes settled east of Jordan? Where did Judah settle?
Levi? Where was the tabernacle pitched? { 1, 2.

What inheritance did Joshua receive? How many cities of
refuge were designated? Mention one in particular and
give its history. f 3,4,

What did Joshua say at this time? Who was Phinehas, and
what incident brings him into the record? What lesson
?[nf%yswe derive from the course of the three eastern tribes?

What reminders and warning did Joshua later give to
Israel? How did the people respond to his call? { 9-13.

WTIImi :g)secial lessons are there in these things for us now?

INTERESTING LETTERS

GOOD USE OF TOWER ARTICLES
DrEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD :

Enroute to the Chicago Convention I received your letter
of July 21. I hoped to have opportunity at the Convention
to tell you of my love for you and of the joy brought to
me by the news your letter contained.

Many times I have felt that I was not the help to the
friends that I should be, so with gladness I read of the
two-day appointments and the opportunity of canvassing
with the friends. I have already had some privileges of
canvassing, but not to the extent the new plan will permit.

I am wholeheartedly in accord with all the increased light
that has come to us during the period of the Elisha work.
Part of my discourses are from recent Towgr articles and
the remainder are from the older Towsers and from the
volumes. But for some time past it has been my intention
to use only the recent articles, and now I am doing that,
and intend henceforth also to use the titles just as given
in Tae TowERS.

Some of the points I have been trying to emphasize rela-
tive to the leading Tower articles are:

"That these articles are getting right at “What say the
Seriptures”,

That while some want things so stated as not to require
much thinking, such is not the Lord’s method. When John
sent to him asking, “Art thou he that was to come?” Jesus
answered, “Go show John again the things ye do see and
hear”—and let John do some thinking.

That those who can understand one article invariably
coime to an understanding of all; and that those who oppose
one article usually come to oppose all; and that this is
the case because all the articles are harmonious, and be-
cause the Truth cannot be accepted merely in part.

That while some of our former views could be repeated
parrot fashion, the recent articles are of such a nature
that only those who siudy and get an understanding of
them can give an explanation.

That it is not wise to search for Scriptures to oppose;
the Bible way is to search the Scriptures to prove—*"to see
if these things be so.”

That it is a mistake to take St. Paul’s statement in
Philippians 3: 15 to mean, “Lay it on the shelf.” Unworked
problems laid on the shelf by the schoolboy get him into
trouble on examination day.

As I read of the message delivered at the great public
meeting in London, and of the Testimony to be distri-
buted, I felt like leaping for joy. And again I rejoiced in
the things I heard at the Chicago Convention. I ask an
Interest in your prayers and daily I fervently pray for vou.

Your brother in Christ, H. E. Hazrerr.—Pilgrim.

THE ARROW OF THE LORD’S DELIVERANCE
DeAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD :

It was with joy and anticipation that we received the
advance notice of your new book DELIVERANCE, in the
GOLDEN AcE, and I had the privilege of selling four books
the first day the notice appeared.

Rev. H. J. Krehbiel, who was the foremost advocate of
abolishment of war and of establishing peace, on the Pacific
Coast, and who suffered persecution on account of his ac-
tivities on behalf of the C. O’s during the World War, in a
baccalaureate address here expressed a desire for a Harriet
Beecher Stowe with inspiration to write a book that would
lead to lasting peace as “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” opened the
way for the abolition of slavery.

It will give me great pleasure to place in Mr. Krehbiel’s
hands the epochal book DELIVERANCE; for after reading and
reviewing this wonderful story of Jehovah’s good will to
man, I am convinced that it will prove to be the “Uncle
Tom's Cabin” of “Armageddon”. More than that, it is the
“arrow of deliverance” (2 Kings 13:17) shot from the win-
dow while the Elisha class is still domiciled in the flesh.
It is a Daniel’s interpretation of the handwriting on the
wall of Christendom, and like the trumpet blast and shout
of Israel that destroyed Jericho's walls, or like Moses’ song
of deliverance.

One of the outstanding features, and one which all must
recognize, is that the warfare and the victory are already
accomplished by the “sharp sword” (Revelation 19:15),
the Word of God. All that remains is the dissolution of
Satan’s organization; and naturally that is caused by the
corruption and decay within.

The book is of vital interest to every living member of
Adam’s race. It is of universal address, and easily the
greatest work of modern times. Truly it is the Lord’s
doing, and marvelous in our eyes.

Faithful Zion now has the “light” and the “trumpet”;
the “pitcher” is broken; and soon the Midianitish hosts of
evil will be confounded; for Zion is ready to smite the
ground with the arrows of deliverance, not only three or
five or six times, but seven times, if the Lord requires.
—2 Kings 13:18.

How good is the heavenly Father to show us his salva-
tion! (Psalm 50:23) For “out of Zion, the perfection of
beauty, God hath shined”. Desiring a part in the distribu-
tion of this new book and remembering you and all the
brethren daily at the throne of grace I remain,

Truly yours in the Lord,
H. A, Scorr.—Calif.
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SOME LOSING APPRECIATION OF PRESENT TREUTI
DEAR BREIHREN ;

It was our privilege to have Brother Murray with us for
three days last week and to be encouraged to zeal and ac-
tivity. While some, that is not more than three or four,
seened to take offense at some things he said, the things
he said were only the things that have been said in THE
WaTcH TowerR and BULLETINS from time io time. Those
who become offended are only those who huve been long
in the trurh and have found fault with the things in THE
Wartca Tower from time to time,

The result of Brother Murray’s meeting was that we had
a car-loud of canvassers out today, something we have not
been able to do for some weeks past,

Praying the Lord’s blessing upon your efforts in sending
the dear brethren to stir up our minds to appreciate our
privilege in advertising the King and his kingdom, I am

Your brother in his soerviee,
—Director.

ANOTHER STATION RADIOCASTS THE TRUTH
Drar BROTHER RUTHERFORD :

I have been wanting to write you for some time and tell
you how much we were appreciating the Tower articles;
and after reading the recent Towpknr containing your dis-
course and resolution in Loudon 1 can refrain no longer.
Your fearless and untiring efforts in behalf of the Lord
and his kingdom have been a source of greal encouragenient
to us and should be to all the saints.

I can plainly see that all who stay in harmony with the
channel, doing the Lord’s work in his appointed way, will
be led on to victory; for we have a Joshua who will deliver
us. TIfriends who have heretofore been in doubt as to
whether the Lord is still using the same channel should,
after having read that article, dismiss for all time all such
doubts, buckle on the armor the tighter, and continue with
thie proclamation that the I.ord has put into our mouths,
until the cities are laid desolate.

We are thankful, dear Brother, that we can have a little
part in helping hold up your hands, We feel that you will
be pleased to know that our ecclesia is in perfect harmony
with the Sociery and with each other; all are happy in the
Lord, with peace and quiet prevailing. You will be glad
to hear that Brother Gabas, formerly a Irench Catholie,
and operator and part owner of radio station KIrJEkE of
Oklahoma City, has accepted the Truthh and symbolized
his consecration, and hus a burning zeal for the Lord. We
have the privilege now of using this station every Sunday
night at 9:380, without cost to the ecclesia, and already
have had letters from fifteen different states, asking for
literature. We would like to see this station annouriced
in THE TOWER.

Last Sunday the London Resolution was radiocast from
here,

Praying the Lord’s blessing upon you in your ministry
to the saints and to the world, we are,

Yours by his grace, S. ¥F. CorLe.—Oklahoma.

WATCH TOWER GREATLY APPRECIATED
DEAR BRETHREN :

Loving Christian greetings. I am writing to express my
appreciation of the helpful and encouraging articles that
have been appearing in THE WarcHa Towker recently. It
seems onlx proper that I should acknowledge the help re-
ceived from these articles. The article on “Hypocrisy and
the True” in the April 1st Tower was very good, and so
were the articles on “The Shining Light” and “Character
or Covenant—Which?”’ in the April 15th and May 1st
TowEeRrs respectively. I never quite liked the thought that
we used to hold concerning IEnoch, that he might have been
taken to some other planet, and that thus he did not see
death. The explanation given in the April 1st Tower is
much more reasonable. Enoch, being taken by the Lord in
the prime of life, did not see death, because he was taken
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suddenly. The comparison between Enos and Enech too is
very good, the one an example of hypocrisy and the other
an example of faith in God. The light of truth is surely
shining very clearly.

The article on “Character or Covenant—Which?" rejoiced
my heart, and the explanation which it gives of 2 Peter 1:
5-11 is very good.

With warm Christian love, I remain,

Your brother in Christ,
GERALD BArry.—Canada.

FORCE OF TRUTH BANISHES DOUBTS
DEAR BRETUREN IN CHRIST:

After coming into the “truth” late in 1922 I occasionally
have had some “doubts and fears” as to the claim of THR
Warcda Tower to being the “channel” exclusively used of
the Lord at this time. But, praying and trusting the heav-
enly Iather for guidance, I no longer doubt but feel as-
sured that our blessed Lord and Master is sutely using the
NOCIETY to do his work. Who could doubt as THE WaTCcH
TowERs succeed cach other, opening up the prophecies and
giving accounts of the great work which is being done in
the Name of the Lord!

I was greatly moved by the account of the London Con-
vention, also by the article of Aug. 1st, “The Temple of God.”
Surely we can see that the Lord is in his temple! What
an honor and privilege to be of this class!

I would like to say, too, how greatly 1 appreciate the
Sunday School Lessons. They are so helpful to a right
understanding of the Scriptures.

With love and prayers for your continued zeal in the
service of our Redeemer and King, I remain

Your sister by his grace, C. E. DeaNng—B. W. I,

NEW YORK CONVENTION

Again we remind the brethren of the convention to ba
held at Manhattan Opera House, New York City, Octobes
15-18 inclusive. This building is situate on West 34th St.,
near the Pennsylvania station. Effort will he made to locata
the visiting brethren as near the meeting place as possible.
The public mecting will be held at the New Madison Squarg
Garden, Sunday afternoon, Oct., 17th, to be addressed by
Brother Rutherford. There will be a general service day
in which every one attending the convention will have an
opportunity to engage in the service. Let us all keep tha
matter before the Lord that the convention may be an
occasion of a great witness to God’s holy name in thg
largest city on earth. Bear in mind the privilege of being
God's witnesses. ILet each one come to the convention witd
a desire to be a blessing and to receive a blessing and te
be a glory to the Lord. Tue WarcH Tower has, in a formel
issue, given information about railroad rates. Ifor furthei
information address THE WartcH ToweR BIBLE & TRrA
Soc:ery, Convention Committee, 18 Concord St., Brooklyn
New York.

BETHEL HYMNS FOR NOVEMBER, 1926

Sunday 7 262 14 143 21 216 28 25
Monday 1136 8 45 15 154 22 204 29 28!
Tuesday Z 67 9222 16 239 28 46 30 24
Wednesday 3 56 10 109 17 145 24 49
Thursday 4 167 11 267 18 155 25 242
Frriday 5 24 12 241 19 317 26 235
Saturday 6 256 138 286 20 205 27 29
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Quay, Fa. ... Grand Island, Fla. ... 24
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BROTHER H. E. HAZLETT
Fort Wayne, Ind. _Oct, 31 Patrick, Ky. cceeeeennnnn Nov. 23
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BROTHER H. E. PINNOCK
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Spokane, Wash. ..” 8,7 Oroville, Wash, ..
Benewah, Ida. cerm. 8 Chesaw, Wash. ...

BROTHER G. R. POLLOCK
St. Louis, Mo.
Springtield, Mo, ..
Uklahoma City, O

Indianapolis, Ind.
Madison, Ind.
Milan, Ind.

Dayton, O. Tort Wortl, Tex. w.... "
Pittsburgh, . 29-) L1 Iaso, Tex. .... !
Columbus, O. e Nov. 2 Deming, N. Mex. . A ¢

BROTHER V. C. RICE

Chancellor, 8. D, ... Oct 28, 2‘) Conde, 8. D.
Menno, S, D, . Ipswich, 8. D.
l’axker S. Do \m 1, 2 Lrisbane, N.
Huron. 5. D, . 4 Itismarek, N, D.
Iehanon, §. D. . L 5 Max, N. Do ...
Mellette, 8. D. .veeeeneens » T, 10 Charlson, N. D.

BROTHER C. ROBERTS

Collingwood, O~t. ... Nov. 2,3 Milverton, Ont, ..
Simghampton, Ont, ” 4 Palmerston, Ont. ...
Toeronto, Ont. _. G6-$  Mount Forest, Ont. ....” 2%, 22
Jrampton, Ont. L, 11 Tlarriston, Ont. .. - .
Guelph, Ont. . 2, 14 Gorrie, Ont. ...

Linwood, Ont. 16 Goderich, Ont.

BROTHER R. L. ROBIE

.26 Springfield, Mo, ...
27 Monett, Mo. ..
28 Joplin, Mo. ..

Michigan City, Ind.
Gary, Ind, ...........
Dloomington, Il

Springfield, Il ... 29 Wichita, Kans. . . ,
IFast St. Louis, Til. Arkansas City, Kans, ... 10
Lebanon, Mo. Tonkawa, Okla. .cucceeeee 13

BROTHER W. J. THORN

2  8t. Paul, Minn,
I’ease, Minn,

Duluth, Minn, ... 2
L ? Princeton, Minn.
9

Onamia, Minn,
Superior, Wis,

Aitkin, Minn. .. ” Cawmbridge, Minn. ” 18,19
Ironton, Minn. . IV S Minneapolis, Minn, ’?
Boy Rlver Minn, oo 10,11 Grantsburg, Wis. ..... » 22

BROTHER T. H. THORNTON
Clarksburg, W. Va. ... Oct. 31  Wallace.. W, Va. ...,...Nov.9 10

Morgantown, W. Va. .Nov.1,2 N. Martinsville, W. Va. 1L
Fairmont, W. Va, LY 3 MeMechen, W, Va, i2
Thilippi, W, Va. L 45 Wheeling, W, Va,. ” 14
Fairmont, W. Va, 7 7 Bellaire, 0. ... " 15
Clarksburg, W. Va. ........ " §  Marting Ferry, O. ” 16

BROTHER S. H. TOUTJIAN
Nowata, Okla. ... ov. r‘ Sapulpa, Okla. .._....._. Nov. 12,14

Coffevville, Kans, Broken Arrow, Okla. 15
Rartlesville, OKla. Muskogee, Okla. N 16
Pawhuska, Okla. Stigler, Okla. .. 17
Barnsdall, Okla. - Tamaha, Okla. _. 18
Tulsa, OKla. acceeeeemreecnann ; Yort Smith, Ark. 19
BROTHER J. C. WATT
Ridgetown, Ont. _............. Oct. 29  DBeamsville, Ont, ... Nov. 11
St, Thomas, Ont. Oct. 31, Nov. 1 St. Catharlnes, Ont, .. i2
Aylmer, Ont. N .2,3 Niagara Falls, Ont. _.__. ” 14,15
Straffordville, Ont ” 4 Niagara TFalls, N, Y. ....”» 16 17
Toronto, Ont. ... Lockport, N, Y, Ll 18 19
Hamilton, Ont. .. Medina, N, Y, ol —— 21

BROTHER J. B. WILLIAMS

Milledgeville, Ga. ....No 10,1
Nov. 1,2 Waynesboro, Ga. . v i
" 3,4 Augusta, Ga. .

McRae, Ga.
Eastman, Ga.
Dublin, Ga. ..

Fort Valley, Ga. 5 Harlem, Ga. ... » 17
Macon, Ga. .. » 7,8 Thomson, Ga. ” 18
Willard, Ga. ” 9 Dearing, Ga. e ” 19



