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THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

THIS journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible imstruction, or “Seminary Ixtension”, now being
presented in all parts of the civilized world by the Warcm Towrr BIpLE & TracT Sociery, chartered A.D. 1534, “For the Pre-
motion of Christian Knowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the s.udy of the divine Worl but
also as a channel of communication throuzh which they may be reached with announcements of the Seciety's conveuntions and of the
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.

Our “Bercan Lessons” -are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published STrpIES most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei Minister (V. D, M.), which translated
into Inglish is Mimister of God’s Word. Our treatment of the Internantional Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defemse of the only true foundation of the -Christian’s hope now being sp generally repudiated
—redemption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom '[a eorresponding price, a substitute] for
all”. (1 Peter 1:19; 1 Timothy 2:6) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stencs (1 Corinthians 3: 11-
15; 2 l'eter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fe'lowship f the mystery which. . .has
been hid 1n God, . . . to the intent that now miglt be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God”—*“which in other ages
was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”..—Lphesians 3:5-9, 10.

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seecks more and more to bring its every utterance into fublest
subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Seriptures. It is thns free to declare boldly whatseever the Lord
hath spoken-——acecording to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident ;
for we know whereof we aflirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as a trust, to be used only in his
service ; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his
good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and hnowlesdlee, And we not only invite but urge eur
1eaders 1o prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly raade to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his wortirmanshi;’ - that its cemstruction has been in progress throughout
the gospel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer anG the Cliiei Corner Stone of his temple, throush which, when
finished, God’s blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20-22;
Genesis 25:14; Galatians 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of comsecrated believers in Christ’s atenement for sin, progresses; and when fthe
last of these “living stones”, “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, thie great Master Workman will bring all together
in the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men througheut
the Millennium.—Revelation 15: 5-8.

TLat the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every
man,” “a ransom for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world”, “in dpe timé”.—
Hebrews 2:9; Jobn 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6.

That the hope of the church is_that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,” be “partakers of the divine nzture’,’ and share his
glory as his joint-heir.—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Romans S:17; 2 DPefer 1:4.

Tnot the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future weork of service; to develop in herself every
grace ; to be God’s witness to the world ; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age~—Iiphesians 4:12; Matthew 243
14; Revelation 1: 6; 20:6,

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to 'be brought to all by Christ’s Mibionnial kingdom, the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemier and s glerined church,
when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35.
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for New York City, to be hekd on 0O sber 15-18 inclusive.
The meetings far 'the 15th, 16th, and 18th, will be held in
the Manhattan Opera House, West S4th Sireet. On Sun-
iay the 17th the New Madison Square Garden will be used
for the entire dny and a public meeting will be held at
three o'clock in the aftermoon, addressed .y the I’resident
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seating capacity of twenty thousand and is probably the
best equipped hall en earth for a public meeting.
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EUROPEAN CONVENTIONS

E consecrated ones throughout the earth, being
of one family, have a keen interest in the affairs
of each other when these things pertain to the

kingdom interests. Admeonished by the inspired writer
“not to forsake the assembling of yourselves together”,
those truly devoted to the Lord delight to come together
in convention. When prompted by an unselfish desire to
help one another such a convention always results in
great blessings.

The church is now in the time when the Devil and his
organization is desperately trying to destroy those who
keep the commandments of God and who have the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ. (Revelation 12:17) This he
attempts in various ways. If he can produce discord
among the brethren his hope is to discourage some and
completely destroy others.

The evil one’s methods were fully demonstrated re-
cently in Switzerland. Trouble arose in various parts
of the country among the classes, some from one cause
and some from another. There was great distress a-
mongst many of the brethren. For this reason it was
feared, by some of them at least, that the fiery trials
that had come upon them would make a convention
almost impossible, and that few if any blessings would
be realized. This conclusion was due to lack of faith
in the Lord.

Jehovah has promised to preserve those who love him
and who are faithful, and to bless them richly; and up-
on this promise the children of God may rely with ab-
solute confidence. The Devil cannot destroy the Lord’s
work. He will succeed in taking those away who are
not completely devoted to the Lord. ANl who are
prompted by any other motive than love will fall before
the assaults of the adversary. Each thercfore should
keep in mind always that love means an unselfish de-
votion to the Lord and to his cause. Those who love
the Liord he holds in the hollow of his hand, and the
evil one cannot injure them,

BASEL

The convention was held at Basel, Switzerland, May
1-3 inclusive. Doubtless some attended the convention
with a desire that more trouble should result. If so
they were disappointed. Most of them came with a
prayer to God that he would bless them and their
brethren. Their prayers were answered. The net result
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was that it proved to be the best convention ever held
in Switzerland. Fully 2500 consccrated attended. Each
day was marked by much joy among the brethren.
When the convention concluded all were happy. The
Devil found no consolation in that assembly of God’s
people. It resulted to the glory of the Lord.

Brother Rutherford first addressed the convention on
the subject: “Holiness to the Lord,” pointing out to
the brethren that holiness means a complete devotion
to God and to his cause, and that they must dwell to-
gether in peace and holiness if they hope to see the
Lord. This and all the other addresses by Brother
Rutherford were well received by the friends, and they
saw the necessity of putting to flight the adversary.
Some of the trouble had grown out of reports concern-
ing Brother Binkele and his opposition to the Socirry,
and concerning this Brother Rutherford said:

About a year ago Brother Binkele, being ill, was asked
to give up the duties of manager at Berne, Switzerland,
and go to America and go under the treatment of a doctor
for the recovery of his health, I requested him to do this
and had a telegram from him that he desired to go. He
was relieved from official duties and another brother was
appointed to fill the place of manager. A short time there-
after Brother Binkele wrote me that he did not wish to
go to America at that time. Then it was reported by some
that Brother Binkele was in opposition to the Socrery and
that he had been wrongfully ousted from his position, This
was an improper report. Brother Binkele, because of his
illness, his physical condition, or while under great stress,
may have said some things that were uncomplimentary
about the I’resident of the SociEry or about the Socikry's
work. He has assured me, however, that he deeply regrets
anything that has been said, that he is not out of harmony
with the Sociery, but that he is in harmony and desires
to fully cooperate.

Brother Binkele then appeared before the convention
and expressed his great gratitude that the Lord had
permitted him to live to this day, that the misunder-
standings might be cleared away and that he might be
placed properly before the friends. He stated that he
was in full harmony with the Sociery and desired %o
fully cooperate in whatsoever way his physical condition
would permit him to do; that he had great love for
Brother Rutherford and always wished to stand by him
firmly and by the Sociery and to serve the Lord faith-
fully. This information was gladly received by the
convention.
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Tverybody rejoiced in the discourses delivered, and
the joy was overflowing at the testimony meetings.
Many were standing up waiting for an opportunity to
testify to their great joy in the Lord. A very interesting
question meeting was held, conducted by the Prosident
of the Sociery. We give here a brief report of some of
the questions and answers:

QUESTION MEETING

QuEsTioN : Have the ancient worthies returned?

AxswEiR: Certainly they have not returned. No one has
seen them, and it would be foolish-to make such an an-
nouncement. It was stated in the “Millions” book that we
might reasonably expect them to return shortly after 1925,
but this was merely an expressed opinion; besides it is
still shortly after 1925. There is no good reason why we
should expect the ancient worthies to return until the
church is complete and the work of the chureh on earth
is cone. At this time the work is not complete, and it is
quite evident that many of the members of the body of
Christ are still here.

QuEesTION : Did the work of the church cease in October,
1925, as some claim, or is there something else yet to do?

AxswER: The work did not cease in 1925 and is still
going on. The Lord is at the head of his work and it is
going on with the same force and momentum that it has
heretofore. Some misguided ones in Switzerland conceived
the thought that the work had ended in 1925, that only
a small remnant of the consecrated were within the fold,
and that everybody who did not agree with this thought
were out. Of evurse such a theught ‘is a foolish one; it is
the result of a disturbed mind and not the result of candid
consideration of Ged’s Werd.

There is nothing in the Scriptures to :indicate that the
Lord will reveal to his church just how goon the work is
going to end, but each onme who is .deveted to the Lord
should be willing and anxious to press on and do with his
might what his hands find to do, until the Lord says it is
errough. I.et no one be disturbed by the foolish proclama-
tion that has been put forth by one or two misguided breth-
ren to the effect that the ancient worthies were back in
1925 and that the work of the church there ceased, and
that all those who do not agree with them are outside.
The Lord is still able to manage his ewn affairs and to
carry out his work in his own good way, without the ex-
pressed wisdom of some self-constituted wise people. Trust
in the Lord and follow his Word, and you will be safe.

QuesTioN: In a class the elders have instructed the
brethren not to distribute the “Indictment”, and have
spoken against the Sociery’s work. What should the class
do?

ANSWER: Nearly all the troubke that arises in classes is
due to the fact that the elders, or some of thein, take them-
selves too seriously. We should expect this, because it has
ever been thus. In St. Paul’'s day it was exactly the same.
We recall that he admonished the elders at Ephesus and
told them that .ambitious ones would arise fo draw away
followers after them, and he warned the church against
such. The l.ord commanded the elders to feed the flock
of God; he did not tell them to lord it over his heritage.
Whenever an elder gets to the point where he thinks he
is lord of the congregation then his usefulness is gone.

The Lord is at the head of his own work, He has organized
his work. The SeciEry is his .erganization, and in his own
regular way he causes the literature to be prepared and
sent out for distribvtion. He has not left it to one or two
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sclf-cot.ceited elders in an isolated town in Sivitzerland. ey
anywhere eise, to say whether the voluntecr literature skl
or shall not be distributed. Had the Lord net wanted it
distributed he would not have had it published and cis-
tributed to the extent of wiilions throughout the earti.

Wlenever the friends find an elder in their class assumi g
too much responsibility and attetupting to command them
to do or not to do certain things, they should ask that
elder to resign. and if he refuses to resign ther reniove
him. The Scriptures declare that we should dwell together
in peace and holiness; else we shall not see the Lord. There
ciunt be no peuce or whole-hearted devotion to the Lord
where elders are trying to command the class to do or rat
to do that which is merely in the mind of the elders. Let
the eldoers see to it that they are trying to help the breth-
ren armd to wa'k in harmony with the Lord and his duly
constituted work.

SERVICE DAY

On service day more than 400 of the hrethren went
out in the work, and the ezles totaled upwards of 3000
books. They returned to the hall in the afternocn for
a testimony meeting and were overflowing with joy in
the blessings that the Lord had granted unto them.

The public meeting was held on Monday night and
was attended by 2600 people. About 2000 of these were
strangers, the major portion of the brethren having
already returned to their homes. The audicnce listened
with the keenest interest to the speaker, and manifested
their further interest at the conclusien by standing and
expressing their desire for a goverument of righteous-
ness, which the Lord is now beginning to establish. The
public press gave good reports of the meeting,

Without doubt the Basel convention will result in
great blessing to the brethren and a great impetus to
the message of the kingdom throughout Mwitzerland.
THE WarcH Towgr bids the brethren in all classes to
unitedly present a solid front against the enemy. Be
earnest, active and zcalous in the proclamation of the
truth. Stand firmly, shoulder to shoulder, declaring the
message of God’s kingdom. The Lord will bless all such.
Only those who love the Lord will do this, and those
who ‘do love the Lord will follow this course.

MAGDEBURG

The Lord’s blessing upon the work in Germany is
manifest to a marked degree. In 1921 the Sociery
purchased a building at Magdeburg covering greund
space about two lhundred by sixty feet, and a twe and
one-half story building. The office at the time was in
Barmen. The cfice was moved to Magdeburg and the
work increased. In 1925, or about one vear ago, the
Soctery purchased propcrty mnear by, covering ground
space of about one hundred and forty feet by two
hundred feet, on whieh were some buildings. Other
buildings were erected during the year, and several
machines for printing and mamufacturing bogks were
purchased and installed. The manufacturing depart-
ment is one story with a saw-tooth reof, the light being
received fhrough the roof. The machines aze so arranged
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that {7¢ rell paper is taken in at one end of the building
and is placed on the press desired, and step by step it
is printed, folded, assembled, sewed and trimmed, being
moved around from one machine to the other; and by
the time it rcaches the farthest point in the building
froin the entrance the books are complete.

The factory is row equipped in splendid order and
has a capacity of arproximatily six theurand books per
day, of four huridivd pages cach. The SocteTY has
erected and eperatos its own cleetrie hghting and power
plant, which {wrnishes light and powe: for the eperation
of the mahmes and for Lighting the buildings and
ofice, at a greatly redueced price. These improvements
hare been nade possible hy the help of many hrethren
in Cermany, amongst whom have been expert mechanics
who have helped to do the werk.

On a part of the premises of the Sociery has been
erecled a hall for the mecting of the congregation, and
it has a scating capacity of approximately one thousand.
The work of crective this hall has been done largely by
volunteers, the Sociery bearing the expenses for all
materials. It is a beautiful hall, both in appcarance
from the cutside and inside. The brethren have named
it “The Harp Hall”. On the outside is a large design
of a harp made 1 ccment and then cut, having the ap-
pearance of sione. The inside decoratious of the hall
are very citractive and pleasing. Amongst the decora-
tions is las-rclicd work in the rcar of the hall, re-
presenting David scated with his harp by lLis side and
gazing into the heavens at night hcholding the glories
of God’s ereation. This bas-relief work is also done in
cement and cut to have the appearance of stone.

While excavating for the building a large sand-tone
was dug up; and one of the brothers, who is a sculptor,
cut out from this stone a life-size representation of
the Lord; and this has been erected on a pedestal in
the yard.

The grounds have been beautified by the planting of
trecs avd flowers, This work has been done chiefly by
the office and factory foree, after working hours. The
brethren have found great delight and pleasure in pre-
paring these grounds and the huildings, and this at the
very minimum expexse. The hum of tha machines makes
sweet music to the ear as they produce the books and
other literature to send forth, aunouncing the kingdom
cf our Lord. It is a real joy to be in the factory while
it is in operation.

Magdeburg had no hall adequate to take care of the
number of consecrat-d who were expected to attend the
convention. Qur brcthren therefore rented from a con-
cern in Leipzig the framework of a great hall or tent,
which they erected on a large lot facing on the Xlbe
river, and then this framework was covered with can-
vass. Inside seats wcre arranged to the number of
eleven thousand seven hundred and fifty, broad aisles
being left between the various rows of seats. The sides
of the pavilion were so constructed that they could be
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casily rolled up, and many thousands ceaid stand just
outride, voice amplifiers having been installed so that all
could hear with perfect case. In addition to this a
similar tent was erected for an administration office and
also for a private office for the use of the Sociery’s
representatives, and for consultation.

5till another tent was erccted on the grounds for the
fecding of the multitude. Army kitchens had been
procured, and with these the food was cooked. Brethren
undertook the feeding of those who came. Great quanti-
tics of foed had been brought and stored in the com-
misrary, much of which had been prepared by the
brethren themsclves. Certain ones were assigned to the
army kitchens, others to the counters to serve; and the
friends who desired food purchased meal tickets and,
forming a line, marched to the serving tables and were
served. It was a wonderful sight to see how quickly
such a crowd could be fed; and the food was wholesome
and good.

The convention was held at Magdeburg, May 13-16
inclusive. Long before that time many applications for
accommodations were received at the SociErY’s office
in Magdcburg. Early on the first day of the convention
ten special trains arrived, fully loaded with happy
soldicrs of the King of kings. Many others came by
automobile, mctorcycle, bicycle, while others walked
from near-by towns. The first session of the convention,
held at ten o’cleck in the morning, was opened with a
jovful rally, participated in by twelve thousand conse-
crated. Lvery seat in the great tabernacle was occupied,
while many stood. A special platform had been con-
structed for the orchestra. One hundred and twenty
brethren, playing various instruments, formed the
orchestra, which was conducted by a brother who is a
professional orchestra lcader. 'I'he splendid musie and
singing, which are peculiar to the German people, were
inspiring and thrilling.

The convention grounds spread out along the banks
of the beautiful Illbe river. Its waters sweeping on
seemed to catch up the glad song of the multitude of
God’s people gathered on its banks, and to bear the
message of encouragement on to a sorrowing world.
Happy will be that time when, like the stream of a
mighty river, the truth flows on until the knowledge
of God’s glory derived therefrom will fill the whole
earth.

ADDRESSES

At 10:45 on the morning of the opening of the
convention Brother Rutherford addressed the friends
on the subject “The King in Action”, the text being
Psalm 110. From the Scriptures he stated in substance
that the Lord Jesus Christ learned obedience by the
things which he suffered, and that as a reward he was
exalted by his Father to the highest place in the uni-
verse; that God did not interfere with the Devil plying
his wicked methods, because God has a fixed time in



which he does all things; that Jesus was told by his
Father to remain inactive against the Devil until the
Father’s due time when the Devil should be ousted;
that Jesus necessarily observed the wicked course of
Satan and his oppression of the people, particularly of
the church; that he observed how Satan continued to
defame God’s holy name but that he must await his
Father’s due time for action.

It was then pointed out that the due time for action
came in 1914; and then “he whose right it is” to be
King was sent forth by his Father and directed to rule
amongst his enemies; that his first action was to oust
Satan from heaven ; that this he did as the Executive
Officer of Jehovah, which was foreshadowed by Mel-
chizedek, priest of the Most High God ; that his activity
in vindicating his Father’s name in ousting the Devil
from heaven, and the early prospect of the complete
exaltation of the church, followed by blessings for all
the families of the earth, of necessity has brought great
joy to the Lord; that since he has come to his temple,
to those whom he finds faithful in his service he
says in substance: ‘Because you have been faithful over
a few things my purpose is to make you ruler over many
things; enter therefore now into my joy.

The brethren were then reminded that the truly con-
secrated lovingly, gladly volunteer to do the will of the
joord because they love him, and that they in truth
enter into his joy; that those who love the Lord keep
his commandments, amongst which are these specifically
given to the church: “Ye are my witnesses that I am
God,” and “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness” (Isaiah 43:10,12; Mat-
thew 24:14); that now the Lord is blessing his peo-
ple in giving this proclamation of the message of his
kingdom, and that they rejoice to have an opportunity
so to do.

It was recalled that the Lord, among other things,
has permitted his people to build a printing and book-
binding establishment in Germany for the purpose of
preparing and sending forth the message of his king-
dom to the people, and that this message must be given
to the people before the great and terrible day of God
Almighty; that the time of Armageddon is rapidly
approaching when the Lord Jesus, as the active Agent
of Jehovah, will completely dash to pieces the Devil’s
organization, and thereafter shall begin the restoration
of the world. The brethren were greatly encouraged
and enthused by the address, and by a rising vote they
expressed the determination to even more zealously go
forth in spreading the message of the kingdom.

At other sessions of the convention Brother Ruther-
ford spoke. On one occasion his subject was “The
Pouring Out of the Holy Spirit”, and another “Holi-
ness to the Lord”. In substance he set forth to the
friends that the prophecy of Joel (2:28,29) is having
a second fulfilment, and this since 1918; that prior to
that time the work of the church was pictured by Elijah
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and his experiences, and subsequent thereto was fore-
shadowed by Elisha and his experiences; that those
during the Elisha period, who have received and fully
appreciate the truth, have indeed received a “double
portion” of the spirit, have entered into the joy of the
Lord, and are enjoying the second refreshing showers
and blessings foretold by the Scriptures; that these are
really the ones who are fulfilling their covenant with
God in giving the witness concerning his kingdom ; and
that these delight to have the opportunity to lift up
God’s standard to the people. Then the speaker pro-
pounded the question as to how many had come to a
knowledge of the truth since 1918, and at least eighty
percent of the great audience lifted up the hand.

In the discussion of the subject, “Holiness to the
Lord,” the speaker made the point that the plate of
pure gold, which the high priest was required to wear
and on which were engraved the words, “Holiness to the
Lord,” shows that the priest was absolutely devoted
to the Lord’s service; that the antitype therefore is
that those who are holy to the Lord are the ones who
are completely and absolutely devoted to the service
of the Lord; that the emphasis should be placed on the
words, “to the Lord”; that holiness means whole and
complete, and therefore must mean a complete devotion
to God and to his cause; that those who had thought
that sanctimoniousness and piety constituted holiness,
or that merely purity of thought and word and action
constituted holiness, are wrong; that those who had
thus been following a course of apparent righteousness,
and at the same time indulging in politics, in temper-
ance and other organizations had deceived themselves.

It was pointed out that no one is actually perfect
even in his thoughts; that he must be, insofar as it is
possible, pure in thought and word and action; but he
must go further, he must be wholly, absolutely and
completely devoted to the Lord God and joyfully obey
his commandments; that everyone who is holy, within
the meaning of the Scriptures, will joyfully participate
in giving the witness concerning God’s kingdom, in
accordance with his command, insofar as it is possible
for him to do so; that instead of quarreling amongst
themselves Christians must dwell together in peace and
devote their time and energy and efforts to the glory
of the Lord, otherwise they could never see the Lord.

Many of the friends expressed themselves as being
greatly helped in seeing that the privilege of the real
Christian now is to represent God and his kingdom on
the earth and to forget self entirely. Sunday morning
Brother Rutherford conducted a question meeting. The
questions showed that the friends are really studying
and trying to keep abreast with the truth and to serve
the truth. Space does not here permit to insert the
questions and answers, but Tae Warca TowEr in a
subsequent_issue may publish some of these.

The Magdeburg convention was addressed by other
brethren as follows: Brother R. J. Martin, of the Brook-
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lvn office; Brother Harbeck, formerly of America but
row manager of the branch office at Switzerland;
Brothers Balzereit, Bucholtz, Dwinger, Bade, Zimmer,
Herkendahl and others. All the addresses were well
reecived, and the friends gave evidence of being greatly
benefited thereby.

PUBLIC ADDRESS

The meeting for the public of Magdehurg was held
Friday evening and vas addvessed by the President of
the Socrery. The walls of the tent were rolled up.
Lvery available spacc msiae was occupied and many
thousands stood on the outside. The friends hal been
requested to surrender the seats to the pubiie. It 1is
estiniated that fully twenty-five thousand people were
preseut, and by mecans of the voice amyplifiers all could
hear. The subject was: “Comfort for the People.”

The speaker showed that the clergy are the real
enemies of the people and encimies of God, because they
misrepresent the Lcerd and mislead the people. The
great audience received this with marked approval.
Then the speaker set forth at length the blessings that
God has in store fer the people through his kingdom
which he is now establishing. The great aundience; after
listening for an hour and a half, scemed loath to go.
After being dismissed they took their scats and as the
orchestra played they joined in singing hymns. It was
a most impressive mecting. The public press gave a
good report of the meeting. It is cvident that the peo-
ple of Magdeburg have great respect for ithe truth and
manifesl a desire to know more about it.

CONCLUDING DAY

A number of the brethren addressed the convention
Sunday, which was the concluding day. Among those
was Brother R. J. Martin of the Brooklyn office, who
took for his text the 97th Psalm, and who said in part
the following:

The Lord has perfected his organizatien on earth in a
most remarkable way. His work is moving forward as
never before in the history of the church. Millions of copies
of Tae Harp or Gob have been printed and distributed all
over the earth. This book has been translated into nearly
thirty languages. THE Harp hag surely bcen used by Je-
hovah as one -0of the strokes of lightning mentioned by the
Psalmist, to bring light to the workd. Every flash of light-
ning helps to break the bands that held the people in
bondage to Satan.

In December last Brother Rutherford delivered to me
manuscript for a new book called COMFORT FOR TIIE JEWS.
By the end of one month we had printed 225,000 copies.
These were practically all disposed of in six weeks. An-
other editien of 150,000 was placed in the factory, and at
the time Brother Rutherford and I sailed for Europe a
great many of them were disposed of.

This book is another stroke of lightning that will sweep
away darkness from the earth. It tells why so many
wonderful things are taking place in Palestine. Nathan
Straus, perhaps the wealthiest Jew in the world, was given
the first copy off the press, and he read it with a great
deal of joy. He has written Brother Rutherford two very
fine letters about the book. It is a most remarkable book.
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It proves the entire plan of the ages from the Old Testa-
ment alone. It shows why Jesus could call the preactiers
of his day ‘““a generation of vipers”. They had the divine
plan in {heir law and prophecies. They should have been
the first to have hailed Jesus as their Messiah. Instead
they crucified him. This book has already been translated
into German, Yiddish and Hebrew.

Books in these three langnages are being manufactured
in the factory here at Magdeburg and will soon be in your
hands for distribution to the pcople. As soon as received
I urge all of you to read it carefully and then go forth in
the strength of the Lord, with this song of gladness on
vour lips, and help show the people that Jehevah is the
Great God, that the time has come for his long promised
blessings to come to them.

At about the same time that the factory in Brooklyn
received manuscript for the “Jew” book Brother Ruther-
ford {vrnisiied us copy for another flash of lightning, callea
THE STANDARD For THE ProrrLk. By the end of February,
this year, this booklet had been printed and sent out to
English-speaking classes to the extent of one million two
hundred and fifty thousand copies. When we left America
it had been translated into fifteen other languages. The
German translation is already here and each class will soon
receive its quota for distribution this year.

And now, last and best of all, 1 have a secret to tell you.
But please do not let Brother Rutherford know that I
iold you. A great drive has been planned for America, to
begin July Ist. At that time another new book of 384 pages
will be distributed to the people of America. Brother
Rutherford has named this book DerivEraNce. It is by tar
the best that he hias ever written, and I feel sure that when
that great bolt of lightning has been let loose on the earth
the Devil and his assistants will surely be dizzy. Twe
hundred thousand copicg, eloth bound, have already been
sent to the classes in America and England.

DELIVERANCE is a most recmarkable book. It deals with
the divine plan of the ages from an entirely new viewpoint.
It clears up many scriptures that long confused Bible
students. It tells just what the battle of Armageddon is
and bow it will be fought. It is truly a wonderful work.
I fecl sure that everyone here who reads DrrivERANCE will
do what I did when I read it: Get down on your knees apd
thank the great God that you are in the truth and have the
wonderful privilege of passing this book on to the people
to help open their eyes so that they may know that tle
great Jehovah is God, that his kingdom is here, and that
the reign of evil, sorrow and death is nearly ended.

Following Brother Martin’s address Brother Ruther-
ford appeared on the platform and, taking up the text
Isaiah 62:10, briefly outlined the duties and privileges
of the Lerd’s people now, of proclaiming the truth to
the people. Drother Balzereit, the SocIETY’s manager,
is again under arrest for distributing the “Indictment”
passed at the Columbus convention, the charge being,
“Blasphemy of the Church.” Brother Rutherford called
attention to this in connection with his discussion of
the duties of the truly consecrated. In substance he said:

BROTHER RUTHERFORD’'S DISCOURSE

Our God has permitted us to engage in the greatest work
that was ever done on earth; the greatest, because it is the
time for the establishment of his kingdom. We sgre uot
groping in the dark as to what we should do. Through
his Word the Lord gives us the clear light as to what we
shall do. We know that the nation is born, that the Laovy
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Jesus, as the active agent of Jehovah, is going forward to
vietory; and we rejoice to follow where he directs.

The prophet, in the 62nd chapter of Isaiah, tenth verse,
tells us what we should do at this time. There are five
gpecific things there mentioned: (1) that the kingdom class
must go through the gates; (2) that they shall prepare the
way for the people; (3) that they shall cast up a highway;
(4) that they must gather out the stones; and (5) lift up
a standard for the people. Here is a positive command
from Jehovah. Not only must we praise Jehovah but we
must serve him with joyful hearts. The consecrated must
keep their faces turned toward the kingdom. By their
course of action they must indicate to the people that they
are headed for the kingdom. This one thing they must do;
everything for Jehovah and for his cause.

We must prepare the way for the people of the earth.
How can this be done? Jehovah says: “Ye are my witnesses
that I am God.” There is no one else on earth who con-
stitutes the witnesses of Jehovah except the truly conse-
crated. The church must now tell the people that Jehovah’s
day is here, they must tell the people that God has placed
his King upon the throne in Zion. They must tell the
people the truth, and then they must cast up the highway.
The highway means the way to life.

The Prophet Isaiah, in another place (Isaiah 35:8), says:
“And an highway shall be there, and a way, and.it shall
be called, The way of holiness.” This does not mean the
highway of holiness. We have been speaking of it as the
highway of holiness, but that is not what the Scriptures
say. That way is the way to go. There is only one way
to go over it and that is to go in the way of holiness; and
that means to be wholly devoted to God. The church is
now wholly devoted to God, and everyone who reaches the
end of the highway must be wholly devoted to God. There-
fore the way is the way of holiness. This truth must be
told to the people.

Then the church must gather out the stones. This means
the stumbling-stones over which the people have stumbled.
The Devil has placed these stones in the way. He pro-
vided the stones and the preachers have planted them in
the road. They stumble over them themselves and cause
others to stumble. They have taught the God-dishonoring
doctrine of eternal torture, the devilish doctrine of the
trinity, the doctrine of the inherent immortality of the soul;
they have taught the people that the kings in themselves
rule by divine right. All of these are stumbling-stones
that must be removed.

Another stone that the clergy have placed in the way
is to tell the people that these denominations constitute the
church. They have builded great siruciures of stone, in-
stalled in them bells to ring, and use these to awe the
people. They have dressed themselves up in long, flowing
robes; they have put their vest wrong side in front, they
wear flat hats, and they walk with pious faces and hold
out their hands to the pecople and say: “You must not
speak of us; if you do you blaspheme The Church.” They
have induced their allies, the politicians, to pass laws in
their favor, and they cause the allies to say that “any man
who blasphemes us blasphemes The Church”.

The clergy have deceived the politicians, they have de-
ceived the people, but they have NOT deceived the Lord;
and the time is come when deception shall be removed from
the people. The Lord will tear the fraudulent veil from
off their faces. The people must know the truth; the Lord
commands his people to tell all others the truth; and the
telling of the truth censtifutes the removing of the stones,
You owe it as a duty to God and as a duty to your fellow
men to proclaim the truth to the people; and thus armed
fn an holy cause of righteousness, under the banner of the
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King of glory, you shall march on to absolute victory;
and all the darts of the adversary can have no effect upon
you. You shall go forth in the joy of the Lord and “the
joy of the Lord is your strength”,

Then the Lord says that you must lift up a standard
for the people. This standard is Jehovah’s standard. It
is the standard for his King. It holds forth the way to
life and happiness. It bespeaks liberty for the people. It
points the way to life and happiness. It casts glory upon
Jehovah. I know from the sentiment of this convention that
you are anxious to go forth in this righteous cause, and
in the spirit of the Lord you are anxious to tell the truth
to the people. The Lord has permitted this convention for
a purpose, and he will see to it that it casts glory upon
himself.

You live in a happy part of this earth. It was here that
the spirit of the Reformation first had its birth. When the
Devil was using the systems long ago to oppress the peo-
ple the Lord sent forth Martin Luther to head the fight,
and the Lord blessed that movement., The people of Gor-
many love liberty. They are in favor of religious freedom,
and I am sure that when they understand the truth they
will no longer support the ungodly class of men who call
themselves the clergy. These men have defamed the name
of Jehovah for a long period; but now the day has com:e
when they will have to hide their faces, because the po-
ple will know the truth, and the truth shall make them 1iree,

Some time ago, in America, the International Bible
Students passed an “Indictment” against the clergy. Why
was this done? Because the time had come to charge the
preachers with the fraud that they had perpetrated upon
the people. Because the Scriptures plainly set forth that
this is the duty of God’s people, millions of these “Indict-
ments” were distributed in America and in other parts of
the earth. Millions of them have been scattered throughout
Germany, and thousands of German people have rejoiced
that this was true. But the clergy were disappointed. The
Devil was touched because his children were stung. He
did not want the people to know the truth. So he brought
together his long-robed clergy and, with pious words upon
their lips and with instruments of destruction in their
pockets, they called upon their ally, the political power, to
put to silence the Bible Students. In the name of Jehovah
God and the King of kings and Lord of lords we DEFY
the Devil and all his instruments under the sun. We are
here to represent the Lord, and we shall tell the truth as
he gives it to us.

The clergy, calling upon their allies, the politicians,
caused Brother Balzereit, the SocilETY’s representative in
Germany, to be indicted in the courts because he and othrr
brethren in Germany distributed this “Indictment” of
ecclesiasticism. Why did they do this? Because they do
not want the people to know the truth. I want this con-
vention to serve notice upon the authorities and courts of
Germany that the preachers are misrepresenting the Bible
and misrepresenting their rights. They charge Brother
Balzereit and other Bible Students with blaspheming The
Church, and they say: “We the clergy are The Church.”
We deny that! The Apostle Paul says that the church is
the body of Christ. The church consists of those who are
truly devoted to the Lord.

It does not lie within the power of any court on earth
to determine who is a member of the church. It does not
lie within the jurisdiction or power of any court on earth
to determine when The Church is blasphemed. It is not
a violation of the Secriptures nor a violation of the law to
blaspheme the clergy. We have no fight with them =as
individuals, but we have a fight with the Devil and his
system; and by God’s grace we will tell the fruth to the
people. Now the time has covse for us to express ourselveg
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and I have drafted here a paper which I want to read to
you, and after I have read it in English I will ask Brother
Zimmer of Dresden to read it in German,

Brother Rutherford then read to the convention the
resolution in English, after which the translation in
German was read to the audience. The question was
put to the convention upon the adoption of the resolu-
tion. There were at that time fully fifteen thousand
people present. All seated manifested their approval by
springing to their feet as one person, and then they
all joined in singing a hymn. It is manifest that the
spirit of reformation is still in the German people.
The peoples of (Germany love religious liberty. The
resolution passed is as follows:

RESOLUTION

THE IXKTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDENTS in general conven-
tion assembled at Mugdeburg unanimously make this de-
claration :

As consecrated followers of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ it is our privilege and duty to obey the command-
ments of God and to teach the people the truth concerning
God’s Word :

That in so doing we have incurred the displeasure of
clergymen of various church denominational systems in
Germany, who have induced the arrest and persecution of
certain of our brethren, particularly Paul Balzereit, the
Manager in charge of our work in Germany; and they have
based this charge upon the ground that literature distri-
buted by our Association in Germany, and which was first
prepared in America, is a blasphemy of the church,

WE DO HEREBY enter our solemn protest against such
prosecutions and persecutions for the following reasons,
to wit:

FIRST: Because such prosecution is contrary to the
Word of God, and is a denial of religious liberty in the
land of Germany.

SECOND: As defined in the Bible, particularly in Colos-
sians 1:18 and Ephesians 1:22, we hold that the church
is the body of Christ, made up only of those individuals
who are devoted to the Lord, and that no earthly court can
possibly determine who even is a member of The Church,
and that certainly no earthly court has the power to say
who constitutes The Church, and therefore that no earthly
eourt has jurigdiction and power to determine whether The
Church is or is not blasphemed.

THIRD: We deny that the denominational church sys-
tems, or any of them, in Germany or anywhere else, con-
stitute The Church, or any part thereof, within the mean-
ing of the Scriptures; and that therefore it is impossible
for any person to blaspheme such church systems within
the meaning of the law and within the meaning of the
Bible.

FOURTH: We hold that the people of Germany have
the right to know what is the truth of the Bible; and
that neither the denominational systems, nor their clergy,
nor anyone else, has the right to invoke the aid and power
of the courts to keep the people in ignorance of the truth
of the Bible. We believe and hold that the clergy for a
long while have taught the people error, misrepresented
God and the Lord Jesus Christ, and God’s plan of salva-
tion, and we deem it our duty to call the attention of the
people to the truth thereof; and our only purpose is to
induce the people o study the Bible that they may learn
the truth, We are not seeking membership nor money. We
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are seeking only to help our fellow men, and we hold that
we have the right to do so without interference from any
source.

We therefore call upon all the good, order-loving people
of Germany to take notice of the fact of the unrighteous
and wrongful persecution and prosecution of the INTERNA-
TIONAL BiIBLE STUDENTs; and we ask them to take notice
that the Bible Students are trying to help the people to
avall themselves of a knowledge of the truth, for the
reason that the kingdom of heaven is at hand and the
time has come when the people must know the truth.

We therefore solemnly protest against any attempt made
by any system or association or individual, by appealing
to the courts or otherwise, to keep the people of Germany
in ignorance of the truth of God’s Word; and we respect-
fully ask the courts to cease the prosecution of Paul Bal-
zereit and that his case and all other like cases in Germany
be dismissed,

CLOSE OF CONYENTION

After listening to further words of admonition and
encouragement it was announced that the convention
would now come to a close. The great orchestra led the
singing and the entire convention joined in “God be
with you till we meet again”; in German “Auf Wieder-
seh’n”. They bade one another goodbye with many ex-
pressions of joy and gladness, and then the great crowd
began to march to the railway station to depart. Ten
special trains moved into their places in regular order,
and within a short time they were loaded with human
freight. In the great space before the railway station,
and in the streets, certain brethren held high above
thLe heads of the people various banners bearing inscrip-
tions, directing the. friends to their proper trains; and
in splendid order, such as the Germans known how to
keep, the companies formed and marched to the trains,
which bore away a happy throng, while many cthers
departed by private conveyances in which they came.

The books sold during the Magdeburg convention
were approximately twelve thousand volumes. When it
is reme_.abered that a great many people in Magdeburg
already have the books this was a splendid record. 'Lhe
German edition of THE GoLDEN AGE now has a sub-
scription list of 270,000. This will carry the resolution.
It will also be sent to the press throughout Germany,
and a copy filed with the courts. It will be interert.ng
to know how the courts can judicially detcrmine vho
constitutes the church; and if the courts cannot d ter-
mine who constitutes the chureh then how can the court
determine whether or not The Church has been Dhlas-
phemed ?

This was a wonderful convention. It thrilled the
hearts of those who were there, and encouraged them.
It is believed that the convention will result in much
good. The dear brethren came to honor ‘he name of
Jehovah, and he honored them by pouring out upon
them his rich blessing, through his beloved Son, the
present King of kings and Lord of lords.

The London conveution will be reported in a sub-
sequent issue.



JETHRO'S WISE COUNSEL

——Avaust 15—Exopus 18:1-27——

“To each one his work.”—Mark 13: 3}.

r I YHE Tsraelites moved forward from the wilderness
toward the mountain of Horeb. At Rephidim
they pitched tent. Ewidently the pillar of cloud

which led them indicated a stay there. But there was

no water for the people, and soon thcy began to chide

Moses and say, “Give us water that we may drink.

Mases said unto them, Why chide ye with me? where-

fore do ye tempt the Lord?” For they had said, “Is

the Lord among wus, or not?”—ZXxodus 17:2,7.

?The people asked Moses why he had brought them
out of Egypt to kill them and their cattle with thirst.
Moscs cried unto the Lord, saying, “What shall I do
unto this pcople? they be almost ready to stone me.”
(Esodus 17:4) The Lord fold him what he should
do He was to go before the people, and in their sight
take the elders of Israel with him and stand upon a
certain rock in Hnreb and smite it. Moses did this in
the sight of the elders of Israel, and the rock poured
forth its refreshing treasure and served Israel during all
the time of their slay in the neighborhcod of Sinai
Moses called the name of that plice “Meribah”, or
strife, because there the children of Israel set them-
selves against Jehovah; they would foree him to de-
monstrate whether or not he was what his name implied,
a covenant-keeping God.

2 While they were there the Amalekites, who occupied
gll that region, made an attack upon Israel. They were
a warlike people, evidently well armored. Moses chose
Joshua and set him to gather an army out of Israel
to repel the Amalekites’ attack, amd he himself went
to the top of a near-by hill with the rod of God in his
hand. Aaron and Hur went up with Moses. When
Moses held up his hand Israel prevailed; but when, to
rest himself, he laid it down Amalek prevailed. Moses’
hands grew heavy; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his
hands. Ore on one side, and the other on the other,
they kept his hands steady until the going down of
the sun (Fxodus 17:12) Joshua overcame Amalek
and many of the enemy were slain.

*1t is commonly supposed that Moses’ hands were
lifted up in supplication to God, and that as he ceased
the supplication of lifted hands the enemy prevailed,
as if God was showing the necessity of continued prayer.
But it is much more probable that Moses lifted his rod,
“the rod of God,” toward heaven, sometimes held in
one hand, sometimes in the other ; otherwise both Aaron
and Hur would be as tired as Moses. This is more than
indicated in the name of the altar which Moses erected
there in memory of the victory of that day; he called
it “Jehovah-nissi”, or “The Lord is my hanner.”—Iixo-
dus 17:15.

® These things, like all others in the Old Testament,
are written for the instruction of spiritual Israel, but
are specially intended for us “upon whom the ends of
the ages are come”. (1 Corinthians 10:11) In Icrael’s
experience in the wilderness is valuable instruction for
the Lord’s people who are now being led to the place
where God is, under the direction which he has given.
One lesson is of the danger of murmuring; Israel were
almost ready 1o stone Moscs,

¢ Murmuring always means forgetfulness of past
mereies received from God, and as sarely means forget-
fulness of past mistakes. Israel forgot both God’s past
goodness and themr own previous ingratitude. Further,
their murmuring against Moses rcally meant murmur-
ing against God. Jesus said of the Jews and himself,
“He that believcih on me, believeth . . . on him that
sent me. . . . He that rejecteth me, . . . hath one that
judgeth him.” (John 12: 44-48) To murmur against or
to refuse God’s scrvant or God’s order, is the same as
refusing God; and this is true in all spheres of action,
local or general.

" Muormuring against God leads to tempting God.
We have no claim to put ourselves in such a position
as to force God to prove himself. Isracl said, “Can God
furnish a table in the wilderness?” (Psalm 78:19),
as if they said, ‘Let us see him do it Again, murmur-
ing leaves bad memories behind. TRephidim means
“rest”; God would there have provided for his people,
and Rephidim would have forever heen a happy memory
for Israel. But the place was remamed “Massah™ and
“Meribah”, or strife, the name which remains attached
to it for ever. How often are God’s chosen resting-
places turned into unpleasant or sad memories by reason
of restlessness and bitterness of spirit!

8 The attack by Amalek was of serious importance to
Israel. It was the first fighting they had known, and
Israel was unprepared. Those whose eyes are opened
to the great attempts by Satan to thwart God’s purpose
readily see in the attack by Amalek another of his
endeavors to keep God from fulfilling his purpose; he
hoped that Amalek might destroy Israel and thus keep
God from fulfilling his promise and purpose.

® Amalek knew of the decliverance of Tsrael from
Egypt; they knew these people could subsist in the
wilderness orly by divine support. Therefore, because
the Amalekites let themselves become Satan’s instru-
ment, God declared he would ufterly put out the remem-
brance of Amalek from under heaven, (Exodus 17:14)
The children of JIsrael were God’s people forever;
Amalek, who tried to stop them from getting their
inheritance, is destroyed forever.
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10 Qurs is the day when God has manifested his pur-
pose to set his people in his kingdom. There are those
who attack the truth as well as its representatives.
Amalek represents thesc opponents of the establishment
of God’s kingdom, those who in this day are found in
opposition to the truth and who seek to destroy it. The
gervants of Jehovah are now called upon to lift up his
standard. The need of keeping it aloft is the lesson
specially for them now. Any slackening in that work
will surely mean a corresponding amount of loss to
the Lord’s work. Fach must bear his responsibility
before the Lord.

11 After the Amalekites had been beaten off, Jethro,
the father-in-law of Moses, came to visit him, bringing
with him Moses’ wife Zipporah (Jethro’s daughter) and
her two boys, Gershom and Eliezer. The reunion of
Jethro and Moses was a very happy one, and we may be
certain that Moses was happy in having his family with
him. As Jethro approached he sent word to Moses to
tell him of his coming, and Moses went out to meet
him. Moses told Jethro in detail all that God had done
for Israel, and Jethro rejoiced in all God’s goodness
to his people. Jethro, a Midianitish priest, then blessed
the name of Jehovah and declared his confidence, say-
ing, “Now I know that Jehovah is greater than all
gods.”—Exodus 18:11.

12Then elderly Jethro took a burnt offering and
sacrifices, and Aaron and the elders of Israel were in-
vited to come and partake of a feast before God. There
can be no question as to whether or not these sacrifices
were acceptable to God; it is clear they were acceptable.
God had not yet indicated his pleasure to accept the
sacrifices of his people only in the places he should
choose.

1 The next day Jethro came into the camp with
Moses and saw him busied with the people. It was one
of Moses’ days for hearing the people and instructing
them. All day Moses was engaged hearing the plaints
of the people and acting as judge for them. Jethro
saw that Moses was being worn by these things and
that, however kindly intentioned Moses was, he was
really acting in the interests of the few who were com-
plainers and not in the interests of the people.

14 Jethro then advised Moses what to do; he had a
plan. He suggested that Moses should henceforth
arrange for a regulated division amongst the people. He
advised that a gradation of cases and causes should be
established, lesser courts which would deal with all
cases of ordinary mnature; and that only the more im-
portant matters should come before Moses.

18 Tt seems strange that under the circumstances in
which Israel was placed need should arise for so much
adjustment of matters between neighbor and neighbor.
Perhaps there had been a considerable amount of booty
taken from the Amalekites after their defeat, which
gave rise to controversy. Whatever the cause, the ad-
vice was good; and though Moses could not put it inte
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operation immediately he accepted it for future use;
always, of course, under the will of God. It is probable
that this was the beginning of the numbering of the
seventy elders in Israel. The people were not dealt
with according to their tribes; else there would have
been a multiple of twelve. In the matter of justice
Israel was to be considered as one; a tribal arrangement
would have served to divide Israel.

*¢ The advice as to the qualifications of the men who
should be chosen for the office is such as might have
been expected from one instructed in the way of God.
Choose God-fearing men, said Jethro. Perhaps he spoke
better than he knew; for the fear of God is the begin-
ning of wisdom. Men must be chosen who loved truth
and hated covetousness. Jethro knew that not many
cases would get into a court, large or small, if all the
people loved truth and hated covetousness; and he
knew that he who should try a case would deal out
justice to the people if he were a lover of truth and
hated covetousness.

17 That these three things are essential for the fol-
lower of Christ does not need stating. The first and
the last may be said to be the law of God stated in
other words, love to God and love to man; and the
second expresses love for truth. Let everyone examine
himself as to how he stands in these things. That there
is danger of exaggeration in repeating a matter to an-
other is clear from experience. This sometimes is so
positive that it perverts the facts into untruths; and
here is meither love for God, for truth, nor for the
neighbor.

®¥In a former issue of this journal there was a
quotation given which suggested that this arrangement
was that of representative government. But it cannot
be taken as such, since the appointments were made by
Moses, and the judges must be supposed to represent
him. Rather, the arrangement should be considered as
typical of that which will obtain in the Millennial Age
when all the world will be under the care and control
of the Prince of Peace. By such a system of judicature
as is here disclosed the people were trained to the right,
and to a discernment of the principles of truth and
Tighteousness which must be the guide of a people who
seek to live in peace and happiness.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

About what did the Israelites murmur while at Rephidim,
and what resulted? What else of importance happened
there? {1-3,

Why did Moses lift up his hands during battle, and what
did this picture? What important lesson may we learn
from the attitude of Israel in the wilderness? What does
it mean to murmur? 7 4-7.

Whom does Amalek represent? T 8-10.

W%o was Jethro, and what did he do when he arrived?

11,12,
W%alt was Jethro’s wise counsel and why was it necessary?
3-15.

What qualifications were the “seventy” to possess? Do
Christians need the same qualifications? Was this
arrangement typical? Y16-18.



THE TEN COMMANDMENTS; DUTIES 10 GOD

—Argrer 20—Ilixones 202 1-11—

“Theu shalt love Jehovah thy God willh wll thy heast, end with @il 1hy soul, and wiih alt thy might.”

—Deuteronomy 8. 5.

FTER Jethro had returned to his own land the
A 1 raelites moved on toward Sinai. The distant
a-proach to fthe mountains of Horeb brought an
unusual sight to these people who had lived all their
days in the flat landr of Egipt, and their catrance into
the mountains and to the mount ¢f Ged must have been
very impressive to them. DMoses evidently understood
that he was to report himself to God at this place; for
in sending him to Egypt God had said that Israel should
worship Him “in this mountain™. It was as if God had
sent Moses to Egypt to bring his people to Sinai while
God waited for them there.

2 As soon therefore as the people were encamped be-
fore the mourtain Moses went up to meet with God.
As he apyr.ached, Jchevah called to him out of the
mountain. A message for the people was given to him.
God said, “Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob,
and tell the children of Israel; Ye have seen what I
did unto the Egyptians, and how I hare you on cagles’
wings, and breught you unto myself.” (Excdus 19: 3, 4)
Not a word did Ged say abcut all the murmuring and
eomplaining which Israel had dome by the way; but
speaking of them as acceptable children of oue with
whom (od had made a covenant, and whom he had
called “a prince with God”, he reminds them cf his own
kindliness to them ; he had borne thom on eagles” wings
to himself,

3 God now offered to make a covenant with Israel.
Looking not at their weaknesses, their petulence, their
ingratitude, he sees their possibilities and offers them
that which can make them rcally irue children of their
father Jacob, who was a prince with God, faithful to
the covenant God gave him. God proposed that if they
would obey his voice and keep his covenant in truth,
he would make them a peculiar treasure to him above
all other people; “for,” ¢aid he, “all the earth is mine.”
(Exodus 19: 5) Moreover he would make them a king-
dom of priests and a holy nation. Moses came down
the mount, called for the elders of the people, and they
and all the people agreed to the words of the Lord.

¢ Moses returned to tell Jehovah of Isracl’s agree-
ment. Now he was bidden to toll the pecple to be ready
for the third day; for God would then manifest him-
sclf on Sinai in the sight of all the people. Bounds
were to be set which must not be passed; and if man
or beast came near the mountain he must die. When
the trumpet should sound long, they were to approach
from the camp; and the people prepared themselves.

5 On the third day in the morning there were thun-
ders and lightnings and a dense cloud, and the sound
of a trumpet exceeding loud; manifestations of natural

and supervatural pheromena which made a.l the people
in the camp tremble. Moses brought them out ol the
camp to meet with God. Soon Sinai was as a voleano;
its top was as on fire, vast clomds of smoke ascended
from it, and thz whole mountain <hook as with an
carthquake. Apparently Moses announced their presense,
and God answered by a voice bidding hum come up the
mount. But God sent Moses down quickly to charge
the people of their danger. Their first fear removed,
both priests and people lost their sense of reverence in
curiosity and were in danger of the death penalty.

# Boon all the people heard a voice from the mountain
speaiting the ten commandments of the law. On hear-
ing the voice of God they were so1z.d with fear and
fled far back, ard said to Mo=es, “in.ak thou with us
and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest
we die.” (Exodus 20:19) Thus the people, to whom
was offercd the privilege of being ministers to God for
others, demounstrated that they were not worthy of that
nearness to Ged which priesthood demanded.

* The commandments were alterwards given to Moses,
written on two tables of stone. It is commonly thought
that the first four, which direct the worship of God,
were written on one iable; and the remainder, which
order the relationship ¢f man to man, on the other.
The first series are summarized in the words, “Ihou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart”; the
second in, “Thon snalt love thy meighbor as thyself.”

8 The commandments were prefaced by God’s declara-
tion that he was Jehovah, their God, who had brought
them out of the land of Kgypt, out of the house of
bondage. He asserted his claim upon them for his
goodness, and his right to order their worship, because
his power demonstrated on their behalf proved that he
was the living God.

® (Jod’s fizvt commandment was, “Thou shalt have no
other gods hefore me.” God’s claim is to their worship,
He will order it as he chocses, He may choose to give
his servants another ome to whom worship may be
offered, but he must have the direction. Despite the
knowledge of God’s power and his gcoduess, the chil-
dren of men are prone to turn away from him to give
worship to lesser geds of their own choice. Satan, to
whem God gave authority and allowed to presume, has
taken great advantage of this tendency; under the pre-
tence of religion he has gotten much worship.

10 The second commandment was against making a
likeness of anything in heaven above or in earth be-
neath, and bowing down to these as in worship. God
declares that he is a jealous God, that he neither can nor
will allow such worship. God made no attempt to stop

204



Jury 1. 1926

the peoples of Lgvpt or Assyria or Babylon or others
f:om the worship of the works of their hands or from
the worship of his own powers manifested in naure;
]t those who enter into covenant relationship with
Iiim must not do this. This law does not forbid works
ct arl; the commandment was against making any
li.;eness in order to worship it

11 Jehovah says of himself that he is a jealous God,
vi-iting the sins of fathers on their children to the
third and fourth genecration. (Exodus 20:5) This has
Leen staced as being thie ordinary operation of the law
of rature. We venture to sar that there would be no
special peint in stating that {uct in eonnection with the
aiving of the law. Suvely there is something else that
ir meant. It must be understood as being the punish-
ment meted out to those who hate God; that is, those
who know him. and his will and yet openly refuse to
acknowledge him. It is a penalty which follows a wilful
sizn. A rvebel azainsi God brings trouble on his family,
over and above that which follows in the ordinary course
cf heredity.

2 (Jod’s jealousy is because auy neglect of his will
cr of his honur means incipient or open rehellion, and
rrust bring hurt to him who would worship an image
a- well as to others. The good of all is bound up in
the honor of Ged truly ackrowledged.

12 The third commaudrent, “Thou shalt not take the
rame of the Lord thy God in vamn,” was intended io
keep the honor due to the name ¢t God. The lsraelite
must not use lightly the name of Jchovah. He must
not assoeciate that name with his caths, nor say that
he was doing things in the name of the Lord when he
was merely carrying out his own schemes. He who
proved himself prone to idolatry was as prone to think
lightly of the name of his God, even as the later history
of the Jews fully demonstrated,

1 Here also there is an added word, “Jehovah will
not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain,”
commonly read as mcaning that the Lord will hold
him guilty who dces this; but this text should be un-
derstood as meaning that the sacrifices offered in Israel
would not in themselves atone for the guilfy use of
the name of Jehovah. The transgressor placed himself
outside the benefits of the day of atonement.

15 The fourth commandment is, “Remember the sab-
bath day to keep it holy,” with the explanation that
six days should be spent in labor, but the seventh should
be a rest unto Jehovah. God arranged this because he
himself had rested on his great seventh day, which day
vwas his sabbath. The sabbath had already been de-
termined by the giving of the manna. The other six
commandments will be considered in the next study,
entitled, “Duties to Man.”

16 The law seems to have been given from Sinai on
the fiftieth day after Israel left Egypt; the “same day”
(Bxodus 19:1) appears to mean the first day of the
month. Israel evidently reached Sinai forty-five days
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aiter leaving Fgypt. Two days passed while 3Mose. was
going up the mountain to God and returning to the
people with God’s message to them, and then again
going up the mount. It was then that God ordered the
people to be ready for the “third day”, which would
be the fifticth day. It was on the corresponding day
1647 years Iater that the blessing of heaven came in the
upper room in Jerusalem, manifested with signs and
wondirs and bringing God’s power to keep his law.

" The manifestations which accompanied God’s pres-
ence at Sinai are represenlations of the great shaking
of hcaven and earth at the time of the breaking up of
this world’s organizations, preparatory to the establish-
mext of the kingdom of heaven. In other words, when
the law of God is to be set for mankind’s acceptance
God rhakes the heavens and the earth that men may
know that he has visited them, and that the law of God,
the law of rigl.teousness, is to be obligatory. That great
event is on the world now; hence the impossibility of
man’s settling anything. The earth trembles, ard no
solid foundation can be found.

% It chould always be remembered that the law given
at Sinai was to regulate the house of Israel, and was
not in itself intended for the Gospel Dispensation which
came with the first coming of Jesus; nor indeed wonld
it apply to his rule which would come with his return.
'The principles of the law must of course ever abide;
God will never abrogate it or change it in principle.
But the disciple of Christ keeps the law in spirit and
not merely in the negative form in which it was cet
for Isracl; for the love of Ged and the love of his fcl-
lows and of righteousness are in his heart.

1* Nor will the law as set at Sinai in negative form
be the guide for the house of Israel and the world of
mankind in the restoration of the Millennial Age; for
the law of God, the royal law of liberty, will be written
in men’s hearts, and men will seek to praise him. Guided
not by negative instructions as to what they are not-to
do, but with love to God and love to man being the
desire of every heart, each one will scek to praise God
and do gcod to his fellows. Only this will suffice for
a basis for the happy and peaceful life which God in-
tends men shall enjoy on the earth forever.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What caused Moses to halt at Sinai and ascend into Mount
Horeb? What message did God give him for Israel? {1-8.

What was their answer and Jehovab’s reply? What fol-
lowed on the third day thereafter? 1 4-6.

How may the commandinents be summarized?
they prefaced? {7,8.

What were the first two commandments, and why were
they given? §9-12.

What is meant by taking the name of the Lord in vain?
Why was the seventh day selected as a rest day for
Israel? ¥ 13-15.

How long after the exodus was the law formally given?
‘What did the accompanying manifestations picture?
f 16, 17.

Was it intended that Christians should keep the Sinaftie
jaw? Will it be the guide for mankind in the Millennium?
118, 19.

How were



THE TEN COMMANDMENTS: DUTIES TO MAN

——AvgusT 29—Ex0DUS 20:12-21——

“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”—
Leviticus 19:18.

to Israel’s attitude toward God. It was necessary
that a similar code be given to regulate their
conduct toward each other, and these other six do that.

2 The first of these, the fifth in order, is, “Honor
thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.”
In the repetition of the commandments in Deuteronomy
(5:16) the words, “and that it may be well with thee,”
are added. Paul remarks on this commandment that
this is the first with promise. (Ephesians 6:1-3) The
commandment to honor parents followed the command-
ments to worship God and to keep his sabbath.

8 No doubt there is divine intention in the order in
which the commandments were given; for next to God,
the author of all life, come parents, who represent him
to their children. God knew, and history has demonstrat-
ed, that there could be no happy communal life such as
Isracl expected to have unless on the basis of love to
God and honor to parents.

+But it is interesting to note that contrary to ex-
pectation the only promise of the law, and a promise
such as men desire, long life and happiness in life,
went with a commandment to honor parents. Probably
it is the case that he who honors his parents never goes
far wrong in his relationship with his fellows. Paul
said that ome of the signs of the last days would be
“disobedience to parents” (2 Timothy 3:1,2); and truly
one of the notable signs of the present day is a general
break-down of parental guidance, and in many children
an almost absolute disrespect for parents and for cus-
toms of the past. A new age has come, they say, and
nothing of the past can be of much service to the young-
er generation; in any case the young determine that
the past shall not be allowed to hinder them from fol-
lowing their own way.

5 For this attitude of mind the parents of the present
generation must be held as chiefly responsible. They
have forsaken the sense of gravity and sobermindedness
and have sought to cultivate a friendliness with their
children based not upon parental love and care, but
on mutual pleasure, as if they were all of an age with
their children. When children are allowed to call father
and mother by their given name it is impossible that
there should be the respect which this command calls
for.

8Tt is of course true that mankind was never put
nnder the law of Sinai, but Christendom (though wrong-
ly) has taken the ten commandments as its standard,
and their responsibility is established accordingly; and
they must suffer the consequences of transgression. As

’ I THE first four of the ten commandments relate

the first years of life mostly determine the character
of the future, there is laid upon parents the necessity
of giving such instruction and guidance as will, when
they grow to years of discretion, enable the children to
honor them and to have respect for them. Paul’s use of
this commandment in a word to the children of the
church makes this feature of the law obligatory on the
children of spiritual Israel.

" The sixth commmandment is short: “Thou shalt not
kill.” This cannot mean that life shall not be taken
under any circumstances; for some of the sanctions of
the law given by God himself were the loss of life. It
is premeditated killing, or murder, whether of another
or of self, that is forbidden. Life is to be counted as a
responsibility held under God, and only to be taken
away violently according to his law. This in the case
of Israel was the law of Sinai, and with men generally,
the law given immediately after the flood.

® There is in these days a growing demand in the
world that death shall cease to be the penalty of any
transgression of human law. This is partly because of
“humanitarian” feeling and partly because some still
believe that one who dies condemned must almost cer-
tainly lose all hope of making his peace with God. But
the humanitarian puts his view of human life higher
than that of the Creator, whose law demanded this
penalty in order to preserve the sanctity of life; and
there is no need to fear the loss of a chance of getting
right with God, for God has provided for the murderer
as well as for all others who share in the fall of man.

® The foregoing commandments are against trans-
gressions of communal life. The seventh is against
adultery; it demands that a person must not merely
respect himself, but must respect his neighbor. Purity
of fellowship as well as sanctity of life is demanded.

* The eight and ninth commandments are against
transgressions which would rob a fellow man of his goods
or his reputation; they demand that a man shall not
steal his neighbor’s goods, nor bear false witness against
him.

1 The tenth is against transgression in thought—
against covetousness. As this sin might be known only
to the transgressor, it forms a link between outward sins
discernable by others, and those which might be known
only to the person and God. In other words, it is the
connection between the law given on tables of stone
and that deeper necessity which demands purity within.
The Psalmist says, “Cleanse thou me from secret fanlts.”
—Psalm 19:12.

12 When Jesus came he taught the law of Ged, but
not in the form given at Sinai. He said, contrary to
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vhat some have supposed, that he eame not to destroy
the law but to fulfil it. Ile taught the nced for con-
forming to righteousness, but would have every item
kept as from the heart. He said that he who hates his
brother is in danger as a murderer; he who looks upon
a woman to desire her should be counted as an adulterer.

3 But though the law was stated at Sinai in negative
form, it is clear that its purposc was positive. It was
so stated by Moses himrself. After the repetition of the
law in Deuteronomy, chenter 5, Moses said to Israel:
“Lear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: and
thou shalt leve the Lord thy God with all thine heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And
these words, which T command thee this day, shall be
ir thine heart.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-6) Also in giving
sundry repetitions of the law he said, “Thou shalt love
th: neighbor as thysclf.”—Leviticus 19: 18.

1 Jesus put his diseiples under the law of love, to
God and inen. As no Jew ever kept the lesser, outward,
law of Sinai, it iz manifest that none could keep the
more onerous form of purity and obedience {rom the
heart. But after Jesus had made his appearance in
heaven on behalf of his people, and God had given him
the holy spirit, he sent forth that which became not only
the power of life but the power of righteousness; the
holy spirit became the power which wrought the love
of God and men in the hearts of hig disciples. St. Paul
says that the righteousness of the law is fulfilled in
them who walk not after the flesh but after the spirit.
—See Romans 8: 4.

* Writing to the Hebrews (chap. 12:26), Paul says
that the voice of God at Sinai shook the earth, but
adds that God (through the Prophet Haggai) foretold
another time when God would speak, and when not only
the earth but the heavens also would be shaken. That
time has now come. The voice of truth concerning the
establishment of his kingdom is God’s voice shaking
carth and heaven. Satan’s empire, which has been both
gpiritual and human, or of heaven and earth, is being
shaken and is falling to pieccs.

28 The Modernists, aided by a general falling away
from faith in the Word of God, deny both these things.
"they deny that God spoke from heaven, and they deny
that the kingdom of heaven will come in any other way
tuan by the diffusion of their teachings. They will not
have a supernatural revelation of the will of God, nor
will they have the coming of the kingdom of God by
any superimposing of his power. The facts are plain;
the historieal evidence is sufficient for any reasonable
mind ; and the present evidences of a shaking of heaven
and earth are sufficient for the same. There is no

e WATCH TOWER

207

question as to whether or not supernatural power is
moving in the earth,

1" There is one phase of the Law of Sinai not often
noticed. St. Paul, writing to the Romans (chapter 7:
11) and to those who knew and trusted in fle law. says
that the law, instead of being the help to Isracl that it
was gencrally eonsidered to be, was actually a hindrance
to them. He says, speaking of the Israelite, “T hag not
known comncupiscence unless the law had said. Thou
shalt not covet.” This illustrates the impossibility of
any outward law really proving of service to the un-
regenerate hecart. The law not fo covet actually set
the sclfish mind to wondering what the neighbor had
which was worth coveting, and thus actually set up
a mcntal operation which resulted in sin. The true
way of correction is that already mentioned: The im-
planting of a desire for righteousness in the heart: and
this, when gained, will forever do away with the need
for a law written on tables of stone.

8 Though the disciple of Jesus is not under the law
of Sinai, he is not {ree from the seductions of the flesh,
nor free from the malignant temptations of Satan his ad-
versary. in Paul’s most lofty epistle, the Ephesians,
h: tells the follower of Christ that he must keep himself
free from these things of the flesh. The follower of Christ
may not be tempted to steal, but he may be tempted
(and facts show ihat he often falls under such tempta-
tion) to speak untruthfully about something his neigh-
bor, his brother, has done or said. An exaggeration, or a
little perversion, often results in bearing false witness.
And the sin of coveting some service, some ability or
some recognition which a brother may have, often leads
to much soreness of heart. The principle of the tenth
commandment cuts deep down into the hidden things
of the heart of Israel, for covetousness is a root sin;
it is even so today; and the disciple of Jesus needs to
watch lest he be overcome by it.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What is the general purpose of the last six commandments?
What is the import of the fifth commandment, and what
does St. Paul say about it? 15,

Has Christendom put herself under the Sinaitie law? Are
Christians to be governed thereby? T6, 14.

Explain the sixth commandment. Is if opposed to capital
punishment? 17,8,

What are the last three commandments, and what did Jesus
say respecting them? { 9-12,

Is the Sinaitic law positive or negative? T13.

What did the shaking of the earth at the giving of the law
portend? Are there supernatural exhibitions of power in
the earth today? {15, 16.

Was the law an unmixed blessing to Israel? Are Christians
tempted to violate any of the righteous principles laid
down in the law? 717,18,

*Oh, teach me, Lord, that I may teach
The precious traths thou dost imparts
And wing my words, that they may rcach
The hidden depths of many a heart.

“Oh, give thine own sweet peace to me
That 1 may speak with seothing power
A word in season, as from thee,
To weary- ones in needful hour.”
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Prince Rupert, B. C. ....” 16,18 Duncan, B. C. . L7 29
QOcean Falls, B. C. . 20,21 Nanaimo, B. C. P30
Vancouver, B. C. ... ¥ 23 Vancouver, B. C e *o81 BROTHER T. H. THORNTON
Harbin, Tex. Waco, Tex. ... .._......Ju y 25
M Fort Worth, Tex. Purmeln, TeX. eorcemommpnns 26, 27
. L. HERR gl]ebumde, ’1’1“ex. . g({ guztltme, %gx .._.July 29- Aug. %
. Derb onn. ... 1 varado, ex. ublin > G
E@;{;‘ﬁﬁﬁ;’, 83,',13 1\1111}3,1(1 C(f;gn ‘T‘:‘,y% Midlothian, Tex. » 22 Woodson, Tex. 4
Cromwell, Conn. Bridgeport, Conn .7 25 Corsicana, Tex, )
Deep River, Conn South Norwalk, Con " 26
gew Haven, Coun Stamford, Conm. * 27
ranford, Conn. Yhiladelphia, Pa. ” 29
BROTHER J. C. WATT
.M. Pipestone, Minn. ....July 20 Bismarck, N, Pak. ....July2)
BROTHER W. M. HERSEE Jasper, Minn, ... ” 21  DBelfield, N. Dak. Ju1y30 Aug.l
wan River, Man. ... July 18 Regina, Sask. ... July 28 Glenwood, Minn. o 23  Miles City, Mont. ........ 2
initonas, Man, = 19  FEarl Grey, Sask. ."729,30 Parkers Prairie, Minn,  * 25  Samders, Mont. ... ..” 3
enville, "Man. Regina, Sask. ...... ....Aug.1 Detroit, Minn. ............. 26,27 Billimgs, Mont. .. 4,6
Durban, Man. ... Moose Jaw, Sask, . ..'" 2 Fargo, 'N. Dak. ._.% 28 Rapelje, Mont. wceenc e B
ﬁrkton, Sask. . Mazenod, Sask, ..... ” 3
elville, Sask. Mossbank, Sask. ... — 4

BROTHER H. S. MURRAY BROTHER J. B. WILLIAMS

anta Cruz, Calif. ... July 12 San Mateo, Calif. _....... July 22  Washington, D. C. ... July 11 Norfolk, Va.
an Jose, Calif. 713,18 San Bruno, Calif. . 23  Annapolis, M .»718  Currituck, N, C
ollister, Calif. . 14  San Francisco, Calif. 25  Baltimore, Md. ...... .- 14 Rosemary, N. C
ountain View, Calif. » 19 Healdsburg, Calif. ........ 26 Havre de Grace, Md - 16 Scotiand Neck,
alo Alto, Calf ......... ”» 20 Rureka, Calif, ... » 27,28 Brooklyn, N. Y 18  Enfield, N. C.
edwood City, Calif. —" 21 Upper Lake, Calif, _.*

29,30 New York, N. Y. 25 Whitakers, N. C. ..



