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Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity; the sea and the waves (the restless, discontented) roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear and for looking to 
the things coming upon the earth (society); for the powers of the heavens (ecolesiasticsm) shall be shaken. . . When ye see these things begin to come to pass, tlien 
know that the Kingdom of God i>> at hand. Look up, lift up your heads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth nigh.— Matt. 24.33; Mark 13:29; Luke 21-25-3L



TH IS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED M ISSION

THIS is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Extension^ now being
presented in all parts o f the civilized world by the W atch  T ower B ible & Tract Society, chartered A. D. 1884, “ F or the Pro­

m otion o f Christian Knowledge*'. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study o f  the divine W ord but 
also as a channel o f Communication through which they may be reached with announcements o f the Society’s conventions and of the 
com ing o f  its traveling1 representatives, styled “ Pilgrims” , and refreshed with reports o f its conventions.

Our “ Berean Lessons”  are topical rehearsals or reviews o f our Society’s published S tu d ie s  most entertainingly arranged, and very 
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei M inister (V. D. M .), which translated 
into English is M inister o f  God's Word. Our treatment o f  the International Sunday School Lessons is specially fo r  the older Bible 
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

Thi3 journal stands firmly for the defense o f  the only true foundation o f  the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated 
•—redemption through the precious blood o f “ the man Christ Jesus, who gave him self a ransom  [a  corresponding price, a substitute] for  
a ll” . (1 Peter 1 :1 0 ;  1 Timothy 2 : G) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3 :  I l ­
l s  : 2 Peter 1 :5 -1 1 ) o f  the Word o f God, its further mission is to “ make all see what is the fellowship o f the mystery w hich . . .has 
been hid in God, . . .  to the intent that now might be made known by the church the m anifold wisdom o f God” — “ which in  other ages 
was not made known unto the sons o f men as it  is now revealed” .— Ephesians 3 :5 -9 ,1 0 .

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds o f men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest 
subjection to the will o f God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures. I t  is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord 
hath spoken— according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident; 
for  we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises o f God. I t  is held as a trust, to be used only in his 
service; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment o f his 
good pleasure, the teaching o f his Word, for the upbuilding o f his people in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite but urge oug 
leaders to prove all its utterances by the infallible W ord to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “ the temple o f  the living God” , peculiarly “ his workmanship”  ; that its construction has been in progress throughout 

the gospel age— ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone o f his temple, through which, when 
finished, God's blessing shall come “ to all people” , and they find access to him.— 1 Corinthians 3 :1 6 , 1 7 ; Ephesians 2 :2 0 -2 2 ;
Genesis 28 :1 4  ; Galatians 3 : 29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing o f consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for  sin, progresses ; and when the 
last o f these “ living stones” , “ elect and precious,”  shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together 
in the first resurrection ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout 
the Millennium.— Revelation 15 : 5-8.

That the basis o f hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “ Jesus Christ, by the grace o f  God, tasted death for  every  
man.”  “ a ransom for all,”  ar.d will be “ the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world” , “ in due time” .—  
Hebrews 2 : 9 ;  John 1 : 9 ; 1 Timothy 2 :5 ,  6.

That the hope o f the church is that she may be like her Lord, “ see him as he is,”  be “partakers o f the divine nature’, ' and share hia- 
glory as his joint-heir.— 1 John 3 :2 ; John 1 7 :2 4 ;  Romans 8 :17  ; 2 Peter 1 :4 .

Tnat the present mission o f the church is the perfecting o f the saints for the future work o f service; to develop in herself every 
g race ; to be God’s witness to the w or ld ; and to prepare to be kings and pnests in the next age.— Ephesians 4 :1 2  ; Matthew 2 4 ; 
14 ; Revelation 1 : 0 ;  20 : 6.

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings o f  knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the 
restitution o f all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands o f their Redeemer and his glorified church, 
when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.— Acts 3 :10 -23 , Isaiah 35.
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ANOTHER WORLD-WIDE WITNESS, MARCH 28
With each succeeding world-wide witness it has become 

more apparent that the Lord is pleased to have his people 
thus make concerted efforts in their work of witnessing 
for him and for his kingdom. His blessing has especially 
attended each of the witness days thus far arranged, and 
the hearts of his people have been refreshed and strength­
ened. Sunday, March 2Slh has been appointed as the next 
world-wide witness, the general topic for that date being 
“ COMFORT FOR THE PEOPLE”.

MORE BRETHREN FOR BETHEL
The S o c i e t y  will require several more brethren soon, for 

service in the factory and the office at Brooklyn,
Single brethren residing in the U. S. who desire to enter 

this branch of the Lord's work will please write for ques­
tionnaire blank. These blanks, properly filled out and re­
turned to us, will be kept on file here; and the applicants 
called in as occasion require.

“STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES”
These Stu d ies  are recommended to students as veritable Bibio 

keys, discussing topically every vital doctrine o f the Bible. More 
than eleven million copies are in circulation, in nineteen languages. 
Two sizes are issued m English only : The regular maroon doth, 
p-nd stumped edition on dull finish paper (size 5 " x 7 | " ) .  and the 
maroon cloth pocket edition on thin paper ‘ (size 4 "x G $ " ) ; both 
6izes are printed from the same plates, the difference being in the 
margins. Questions in both editions. The pocket edition— Volumes 
I, II. I l l ,  75c each ; Volumes IV. V, VI, VII, S5c each.

S e r ies  J, The Divine Plan of the A g e s ,  giving outline o f the 
divine plan revealed in the Bible, relating to man’s redemption and 
restitution : 350 pages, plus indexes and appendixes. 35c. Magazine 
edition 20c. Also procurable in Arabic, Armenian, Dano-Norwegian, 
Finnish, French, German, Greek, Hollandish, Hungarian, Italian. 
Polish, Roumanian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, and Ukrainian; 
regular cloth style, price 75c.

S e r ies  II, The Time is at Hand, treats o f the manner and 
time of the Lord’s second coming, considering the Bible testimony 
on this su b ject: 333 pages, 35c. Obtainable in Arabic, Dano-Nor­
wegian, Finnish, French, German, Greek, Polish, and Swedish. 75« 
a copy.

Se r ies  III, Thy Kingdom Come, considers prophecies which 
mark events connected with “ the time o f the end” , the glorification 
of the church and the establishment o f the Millennial kingdom ; it 
also contains a chapter on the Great Pyramid o f Egypt, showing it* 
co ‘ roborj't inn o f <-o't:un Bible teachings : 380 pages, 35c. Furnished 
also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, French, German, Greek, Polish* 
and Sxvedish, 75c

S er ies  IV, The Battle of Armageddon, shows that the disso­
lution of the present order o f things is in progress and that all o f 
the human panaceas offered are valueless to avert the end predicted 
in the Bible. It  contains a special and extended treatise on our 
Lord’s great prophecy o f Matthew 24 and also that o f Zecliariah 
14 • 1-9 : 656 pages, 40c. Also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, French, 
Greek, German. Polish, and Swedish. 85c.

S e r ies  V, T he Atonement Between God and M an, treats an 
all important subject, the center around which all features r*r di­
vine grace revolve. This topic deserves the most careful considera­
tion on the part o f  nil true .Christians : G18 pages, 40c. Procurable 
likewise in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, French, German, Greek,
l a . i u t ,  . n d  O u iA /l ia b  QRa
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MANIFESTATION OF HIS GOODNESS
"Then crownest the year of thy goodness.” — Psalm 65:11, Margin.

TH IS entire psalm is a prophecy. It was composed 
by David, one of God’s approved prophets. A 
prophecy can be understood when it has been 

fulfilled or is in the course of fulfilment. The more 
nearly fulfilled the clearer will be the understanding 
and appreciation thereof.

2 The conclusion seems to be warranted that the Lord 
sometimes placed his prophets in environments that 
would naturally influence their thoughts and words. 
David was a lad of the soil. From his childhood he 
was familiar with the hills and the valleys, the brooks 
and the grazing land, the haunts of the wild beasts and 
the corral of the sheep. By experience he knew of the 
seeding time and the time of the harvest, and he knew 
how to rejoice with others of the land when there was 
an abundant crop. He saw many nights in the hills 
of Judea and there reveled in the glory of God’s crea­
tion.— Psalm 8 : 3-5; 19:1-3.

* In the evening he would stand upon the hilltop 
watching the sun sink beyond the great sea and the 
darkness creeping in, and then he was moved to say: 
“ Thou makest darkness, and it is night, wherein all the 
beasts of the forest do creep forth.”  Impressed with 
the wonderful scenes which from his point of vantage 
he beheld, he exclaimed: “ 0  Lord, how manifold are 
thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all: the 
earth is full of thy riches. So is this great wide sea.”  
(Psalm 101: 20-25) Leading his flocks into green pas­
tures, and watching them rest by the brook of sweet 
waters, he was moved to say: “ The Lord is my shep­
herd; I  shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in 
preen pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.”  
— Psalm 2 3 :1, 2.

‘ Knowing the necessity and importance of the early 
and latter rains to grow and mature the crops, and 
seeing that the Lord furnished these, he was moved to 
give glory to God therefor. Watching the grapes and 
figs, the com  and other grain, growing in their respec­
tive seasons to maturity for the harvest, and that in 
abundance, he gave credit and glory to God for these; 
and when the year was ended and the granaries and 
wine vats were full, when the old folks were happy 
and the children romped with joy, he turned his grate-
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ful heart to God and said: ‘Thou crownest the year of 
thy goodness, because all this we have comes from thy 
gracious hand.’

6 As David meditated upon the loving kindness of 
God he would take his harp with which he was expe­
rienced and, sweeping its strings with trained fingers, 
to its accompaniment he sang praises to the great and 
good Giver of every perfect gift. And then, marking 
the time when the people would march up to Jerusalem 
to indulge in feast and song, he was moved to say: 
“ Praise waiteth for thee, 0  God, in Zion.”  But these 
words had a far deeper significance than David under­
stood. He was a prophet and spoke as the mouthpiece 
of God and for the benefit of others. He left his psalms 
behind him to be used by those who should follow after 
and who loved Jehovah God.

6 In the course of time Hezekiah, a descendant of 
David, succeeded him and sat upon the throne of Israel. 
That was after the temple had been budded and was 
in use. David did not see the temple. This same sixty- 
fifth psalm was later used by Hezekiah for the temple 
service and it is known as the temple song of praise on 
behalf of Israel and all nations.

1 1t seems quite impossible for one picture to mark 
out the entire course of the church, therefore sometimes 
one person was used by the Lord to show one thing 
while another person would be used by the Lord to 
show another thing or work in connection with his 
church. David’s name, as we know, means beloved; and 
he was therefore a type of the beloved of God, which 
is Christ, Head and body. David, in composing this 
psalm, would be speaking in some measure for all the 
church throughout the age; but that would not mean 
that the church at all times would have an understand­
ing of the psalm. Surely God intended for the anti­
typical David class to understand it. But when ?

8 In  view of the fact that this sixty-fifth psalm was 
prepared for use in the temple service, and was used 
for this purpose, may we not be warranted in suggest­
ing that the understanding of the psalm would first 
begin with those who are of the temple class? Hot until 
the Lord took his power and began his reign was the 
temple of God opened. (Revelation 11:17-19) Then



it was that the Lord came to his temple. (Malachi 3 :1 )  
Is it not to be expected that the Lord would permit 
those of the temple class to see some of the beauties of 
these precious prophecies, which for a long while have 
been kept a secret?

8 It is interesting to note the time that this psalm 
was first used as a temple song. The history of the 
Jewish people shows that it was first used at the time 
of the first full harvest reaped in Palestine after Sen­
nacherib’s army had fallen before Jerusalem. It was 
then sung, not only for Jews but for all nations. God 
intended that greater light should be thrown upon this 
picture sometime. May we then not also be warranted 
in concluding that the prophecy now beginning to be 
understood will be completely fulfilled after the hap­
pening of that which the fall of the Assyrian army did 
in fact picture? It seems well that we here consider 
what happened to Sennacherib’s army and what that 
meant.

10 The name Sennacherib means “ Moon-god”  and is 
a symbol of sin. This Assyrian king first directed his 
efforts to the crushing of the enemies of Assyria, and 
then he turned his attention to Samaria and later to 
Hezekiah, king of Judah. Sennacherib attacked the 
fenced cities of Judah and took them. Then Hezekiah 
removed the silver and the gold from the temple and 
from the king’s house and gave it to Sennacherib, evi­
dently for the purpose of appeasing his wrath and stop­
ping his march on Jerusalem. Surely in this he showed 
lack of faith in God, but thereafter the Lord forgave 
him. Sennacherib determined to take Jerusalem; but 
before beginning the assault he sent messengers up to 
Jerusalem to deliver a message to King Hezekiah, for 
the evident purpose of destroying Hezekiah’ s confidence 
in God. He believed that he could break down Heze­
kiah’s confidence and faith in Jehovah and that he 
would cease his rebellion and give his allegiance to the 
king of Assyria and that then Assyria would control 
all of Palestine.

11 The messengers of Sennacherib appeared before the 
walls of Jerusalem and boasted of the great power of 
their king and reproached the Almighty God. When 
Hezekiah heard the insolent message from the Assyrian 
king he was greatly troubled. He rent his clothes and 
covered himself with sackcloth, and then he went into 
the house of the Lord. He called a messenger and sent 
him to Isaiah, the prophet of God, with the message that 
“ this day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blas­
phemy : for the children are come to the birth, and there 
is not strength to bring forth. It may be the Lord thy 
God will hear all the words of Rabshakeh, whom the 
king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the 
living God; and will reprove the words which the Lord 
thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for 
the remnant that are left” .— 2 Kings 19: 3, 4.

12 The Prophet Isaiah had confidence in God. He 
trusted him implicitly and the Lord directed him what

to do. And then he sent King Hezekiah this message: 
“ Thus shall ye say to your master, Thus saith the Lord, 
Be not afraid of the words which thou hast heard, with 
which the servants of the king of Assyria have blas­
phemed me. Behold, I  will send a blast upon him, and 
he shall hear a rumour, and shall return to his own 
land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his 
own land.” — 2 Kings 19: 6, 7.

13 King Hezekiah, being strengthened in faith because 
of the message received from God’s prophet, sent away 
the messengers of Sennacherib. Then Sennacherib 
wrote another insolent letter to King Hezekiah and sent 
his messengers with it unto the king of Judah. In this 
letter he said: “ Let not thy God in whom thou trustest 
deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be delivered 
into the hand of the king of Assyria. Behold, thou hast 
heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all 
lands, by destroying them utterly; and shalt thou be 
delivered? Have the gods of the nations delivered them 
which my fathers have destroyed: as Gozan, and Haran, 
and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in 
Thelasar?” — -2 Kings 19:10-12.

14 Hezekiah received the letter and read it and then 
he went up in the house of the Lord and spread the 
letter before the Lord. In his extremity he laid the 
whole burden before the Lord and called upon him for 
needed help. No one has ever thus called upon the Lord 
without receiving some reward for his faith. “ And 
Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, 0  Lord 
God of Israel, which dwelleth between the cherubims, 
thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms 
of the earth; thou hast made heaven and earth. Lord, 
bow down thine ear, and hear: open, Lord, thine eyes, 
and see; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which hath 
sent him to reproach the living God. Of a truth, Lord, 
the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their 
lands, and have cast their gods into the fire: for they 
were no gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and 
stone; therefore they have destroyed them. Now there­
fore, 0  Lord our God, I beseech thee, save thou us out 
of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may 
know that thou art the Lord God, even thou only.” —• 
2 Kings 19 : 15-19.

15 Only the Devil could prompt such a contemptuous 
and insolent letter as that sent by the Assyrian king 
to Hezekiah. Up to that time there had never been 
such expressed insolence against Jehovah God. The 
Devil is the author of all such presumptuousness, arro­
gance and insolence. The time had come for the Lord 
Jehovah to rebuke this arrogance in order that the people 
might know and keep in mind that he is the great Jeho­
vah. The Lord there directed Isaiah to prophesy against 
Sennacherib thus:

16 “ Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed ? and 
against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up 
thine eyes on high ? even against the Holy One of Israel. 
By thy messengers thou hast reproached the Lord, and



hast said, With the multitude of my chariots I am 
come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides 
of Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees there­
of, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into 
the lodgings of his borders and into the forest of his 
Carmel. . . .  But I know thy abode, and thy going 
out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me. Be­
cause thy rage against me and thy tumult is come up 
into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy nose, 
and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by 
the way by which thou earnest. . . .  Therefore thus saith 
the Lord, concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not 
come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come 
before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it. By 
the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and 
shall not come into this city, saith the Lord. For I will 
defend this city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for 
my servant David's sake.”— 2 Kings 19:22, 23, 27-36.

17 Now because of the faith of Hezekiah in Jehovah 
God, and because of his refusal to render obedience to 
the Devil and his representatives, the Lord God gave 
him assurance that this cruel and presumptuous invader 
should not prevail; and Hezekiah relied upon the Lord.

18 There must have been much suppressed excitement 
in the holy city that night. Before its walls were now 
encamped a mighty army of warriors under the leader­
ship of a general who had never before known defeat. 
The old men of Israel inside of the walls would be >ook- 
ing as best they could to the protection of their wives 
and little ones, while the younger and more vigorous 
men would keep watch on the wall, armed and ready 
for an attack. With trembling and fear the inhabitants 
of the city would wait for what might come before the 
dawn of another day. It was a night of great suspense. 
Some would have faith in King Ilezekiah, and in Isaiah 
as God's prophet, and would believe that the Lord would 
hear their prayers and would speak to the people through 
the prophets and would protect them, while many others 
would be without faith.

19 The Lord God pulled the curtains of night about 
the walls of the holy city and it lay wrapped in dark 
ness. No one would dare go outside of the walls of the 
city that night. With the first grey streaks of morning 
light coming over the eastern horizon the watchmen 
on the walls and in the towers would be straining their 
eyes expecting that with the coming of day they would 
6ee the enemy in battle array moving against the city. 
But to their great amazement and surprise as they looked 
they saw no one stirring. There seemed to be no life 
in the camp of the enemy. AVith the light of day fully 
come, the sentinels discovered what had transpired. 
While the Israelites had waited breathlessly for the as­
sault of the enemy the Lord had stretched out his right 
hand against the enemy, and now there lay prone in 
the dust the lifeless bodies of one hundred and eighty- 
five thousand of Sennacherib’s bravest warriors. —  2 
Kings 19: 35-37.

20 The Assyrian army, under Sennacherib, was a type 
of the Devil’s organization. Now at this time the Devil 
is gathering all of his forces to make war against the 
Lord. (Revelation 17 :14 ) Satan and his visible repre­
sentatives, to wit, big business, big politics, and espe­
cially big preachers, arrogantly assume that the earth 
is theirs, that they are for the earth, and that they shall 
control the earth. They despise God and despise every 
one who proclaims the truth. In the great battle of 
God Almighty he will so completely rebuke these arro­
gant ones that all the haughty will be brought low. At 
this time he will get himself a name that the peoples 
of earth may know that Jehovah is God.

21 The sixty-fifth psalm, as a temple song, was first 
sung at the full harvest following the downfall of Sen­
nacherib. The first full and complete harvest, in a sym­
bolic sense, following Satan’s overthrow will be the end 
of the period of restoration, when the peoples will be 
brought back into harmony with God and all will have 
learned of God’s glory. It will be a time when the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord has filled the earth 
as the waters fill the deep. The fall of Sennacherib’ s 
army pictures the fall of Satan's empire. The year of 
God’s goodness is the period of blessing that follows this.

HIS GOODNESS

22 To be good, in the fulness of that word, means to- 
be everything that is true, reliable, benevolent, gracious, 
pure, righteous, holy, and in everything and in every 
way opposed to that which is evil. God is good. His 
goodness has been from everlasting and will be to ever­
lasting. He is merciful and loving. “ For thou, Lord, 
art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy 
ur.tc all them that call upon thee.”  (Psalm 86: 5) “ For 
the Lord is good, his mercy is everlasting; and his truth 
endureth to all generations.”  (Psalm 100 :5 ) “ Praise 
ye the Lord. 0  give thanks unto the Lord; for he is 
good for his mercy endureth for ever.”  (Psalm 106 :1 ) 
“ Hear me, O Lord; for thy lovingkindness is good: 
turn unto me according to the multitude of thy tender 
mercies.” — Psalm 69 : 16.

"  To know God is to have life. (John 17: 3 ; Psalm 
34: 8 ; 25 : 8 ; 37 : 23; 84: 11) God’s goodness has been 
manifested to ail who have sought to know him. “ The 
year,”  in the psalm under discussion, evidently means 
the period of time in which the goodness of God will 
be manifested toward all; that is to say, all will come 
to a knowledge of the glory and goodness and loving 
kindness of our God.

24 God was good to Adam. He gave Adam everything 
that an honest heart could desire. Adam became evil, and 
God manifested goodness to him even in entering judg­
ment against him and causing him to meet it in the man­
ner in which he did. Then God made manifest his good­
ness toward Abraham and to him promised that through 
his seed all the families of the earth should be blessed. 
The Lord God was good to the natural descendants o !



Abraham. He delivered them from the oppression in 
Egypt; he fed them in the wilderness; he shielded them 
from their enemies; and notwithstanding that they re­
peatedly fell away from him he led them into the land 
of great riches, and had they been obedient to him they 
would have received everything that he promised them. 
“ Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of 
a clean heart.” — Psalm 73 :1 .

25 Why are there so few people in all the earth who 
know of God and his goodness? Because Satan has 
blinded the minds of the people and turned them away 
from God. (2 Corinthians 4 :3 ,4 )  Satan, through his 
emissaries, has induced the people for centuries to be­
lieve that God is a fiend who delights in torturing the 
wicked with endless fire and brimstone. Such is a foul 
defamation of the good name and reputation of God. 
The loving God takes no pleasure in the suffering of 
the wicked. He would have all men to be saved and 
come to a knowledge of the truth if they would so choose. 
Instead of being what Satan has made him appear to 
be, on the contrary “ God is love” . He so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son that the peoples of 
earth might have an opportunity to live.— John 3 :1 6 ; 
10 :10 .

26 Everything God has done, or will do, is good. He 
is the perfect expression of unselfishness, which is love. 
Through the death and resurrection of his beloved Son 
he opened the way for those who have sought him that 
they might be brought back into harmony with him ; 
and not only that, but he has made it possible for these 
to become members of the royal family of heaven.

27 God was under no obligation to provide for man 
a way to life. The first man possessed life, and had he 
shown an appreciation of the goodness of God he would 
have continued to live. Following solely the rule of 
justice God would have wiped out man for ever. It was 
his goodness that provided redemption for man. (Hosea 
1 3 :1 4 ) The ransom once provided, the Lord began to 
manifest his goodness toward those who desired to do 
right that they might seek after him and find him. (Acts 
17: 27) In due time he brought to these a knowledge 
of the truth.

TO THE SAINTS
28 During the Gospel Age there has been a proclama­

tion of the message of truth so that those who have 
had a hearing ear might hear and learn of the goodness 
of God. Through his beloved Son he opened the way 
for men to learn of his goodness. (John 1 4 :6 ) In the 
earth his beloved Son was and is the great light to en­
lighten those who have sought the right way. To such 
Jesus said: “ If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”  
(Matthew 16 :24 ) The Lord, through his prophet, to 
such has said: “ Good and upright is the Lord: there­
fore will he teach sinners in the way.”  (Psalm 25: 8) 
“ 0  taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the 
man that trusteth in him.” — Psalm 34: 8.

20 Some have shown their faith in God’ s goodness and 
loving kindness and have consecrated themselves to do 
his will, trusting in the precious blood of Jesus. To such 
the Lord God has manifested his goodness by justifying 
them. (Romans 8: 33; 5 :1 , 9) Then in the exercise of hia 
loving kindness the Lord invites such to an exalted 
place in his kingdom as joint heirs with his beloved 
Son to whom he promised the kingdom. That these 
might enter the narrow way that leads to life and glory 
he begets them by his own Word of Truth to a hope of 
life with Christ Jesus.— James 1 :1 8 ; 1 Peter 1 :1-3 .

20 Such consecrated ones God in his goodness anoints, 
thereby designating them to some position in his kingdom. 
(2  Corinthians 1: 21) Thus begotten and anointed, these 
become new creatures in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5 :1 7 ) 
“ Every creature of God is good.”  (1 Timothy 4 :4 )  
Being in Christ Jesus their imperfections are covered 
by his merit. This is not the robe of righteousness that 
covers them but the merit of Christ which stands good 
for their imperfections.

31 I f  the Christian then obeys the Lord he will go in 
the way which the Lord directs and will receive his 
blessings. (Proverbs 3: 5, 6) He is now a good man by 
reason of being in Christ. “ The steps of a good man 
are ordered of the Lord; and he delighteth in his way.”  
(Psalm 37: 23) Those who walk humbly and uprightly 
before God shall always be the recipients of his goodness, 
“ For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will 
give grace and glory; no good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly.” — Psalm 84:11.

38 When one of his children, because of inherited 
weakness, stumbles and falls and then humbly seeks his 
help, God’s loving kindness is quickly made manifest 
to such. “ For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to for­
give; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call 
upon thee.”  (Psalm 8 6 :5 )  The saint who thus walks 
with the Lord continues to learn of his goodness and 
desires to know more of his righteous ways. “ Thou art 
good, and doest good: teach me thy statutes.”  (Psalm 
119: 68) As the saint experiences God’ s goodness mani­
fested to him in so many ways on so many occasions 
his hope grows stronger and his heart in gladness finds 
expression in the words of David: “ Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life ; and I 
will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.” — Psalm 
2 3 :6 .

HIS WITNESSES

33 Satan and all of his emissaries have testified against 
God and defamed his good name. The time approaches 
when God will make for himself a name in the earth, 
to the end that the people might know of the way to 
life. For this purpose he provides for himself witnesses. 
Whom should we expect that he would choose for his 
witnesses? Surely those, and those only, who love him. 
Those who really love the Lord keep his commandments. 
— John 14:15, 21; 15:10.



34 When the Lord Jesus came to his temple, which 
the proof shows was in 1918, and began the examina­
tion of his saints, the approved ones he brought under 
the robe of righteousness. These entered into the joy 
of the Lord. These appreciate the goodness of God. 
These say: “ I  will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul 
shall be joyful in my God.”  (Isaiah 61: 10) To such 
who thus appreciate the goodness of God he says: “ Ye 
are my witnesses . . .  that I am God.”  The Lord then 
indicates the time when those thus chosen for his wit­
nesses might give testimony to his goodness. That time 
is when all the nations are gathered together. (Isaiah 
43:9 -12 ) That time is now, when all nations are as­
sembled under their god, Satan the Devil. All are turned 
away from Jehovah God and all ignore his goodness.

35 Only those who truly love the Lord are on his side. 
Those who govern the world not only ignore God but 
push him into a corner, and false prophets in the name 
of the Lord prophesy lies to the people to blind them. 
God will shortly give a demonstration of his power, that 
the people might learn that he is the true and living 
God who alone provides the way to life. He will rebuke 
the arrogance of Satan and bring low his haughty and 
proud representatives. This was foreshadowed by the 
destruction of Sennacherib’s army.

36 While the Lord is preparing for this great time of 
trouble upon the Devil’s army his witnesses, those who 
love the Lord, will be singing his praises because he has 
called them out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
(1 Peter 2: 9, 10) Now the saints realize that the Lord 
has come to his temple, that he has examined and found 
some faithful; and these that walk in the light of 
the Lord begin to have a clearer view of the prophecy 
of this sixty-fifth psalm as well as other prophecies. 
Being of the temple class they can see, to some extent 
at least, the meaning of this temple song and they join 
in its sweet refrain: “ Praise waiteth for thee, 0  God, 
in Zion.”

ZION

37 The city of David was called Zion because it was 
typical of God’ s organization. (1 Kings 8 :1 )  The chief 
corner stone of that blessed organization is Christ, the 
true and tried and faithful one. (Isaiah 2 8 :1 6 ) It is 
Zion, symbolized by the woman, that gives birth to the 
kingdom or holy nation which shall rule all the nations 
of the earth. (Kevelation 1 2 :4 ; Isaiah 6 6 :7 ,8 )  It is 
the city [government] of the great King. (Psalm 4 8 :2 )  
God will never forget her, and his loving kindness will 
always be shown to her. (Isaiah 4 5 :1 5 ) It is the habi­
tation which the living God hath chosen for himself 
and through which he will bring back to himself all 
the peoples of earth who will obey his righteous laws. 
— Psalm 32:18.

38 The government or righteous nation, the “ man 
child” , was born in 1914 when God set his king upon 
his holy hill of Zion. (Psalm 2 :6 ;  Bevelation 1 1 :1 7 )

After that others of the faithful, even the remnant, 
shall be born in Zion and become part thereof. (Bevela­
tion 12 :1 -17 ; Isaiah 66: 7, 8) These will for ever sing 
of the loving kindness of our God.

39 In due time those who will be of the great com­
pany class will be bom, and these shall be servants of 
the government before the throne of the Lord. God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes and they shall 
be glad and sing his praises and tell of his goodness.—  
Bevelation 7: 9-17.

40 In due time the ancient worthies, who were tried 
and proven faithful and true unto God, shall be brought 
forth perfect men and be given a place in this blessed 
government of Zion, the new nation, because God hath 
prepared a place for them in that government. (Heb­
rews 11 :16 ) The new government, or kingdom, will 
then be complete and a new heaven and a new earth 
will then constitute the new world.

YEAR OF GOODNESS
41 Then will begin the year of goodness mentioned by 

the prophet, during which time God’s loving kindness 
and goodness will be manifest to all. That year of good­
ness is a period of time marked by the reign of the 
Messiah. This will begin to be made manifest to the 
world after the great time of trouble in which God 
will make for himself a name, and which was foreshad­
owed in the destruction of the Egyptian army (Exodus 
14 :1 3 -2 5 ); in the fall of the Assyrian army (Isaiah 
37 :1-35) ; and in other instances.-2 Chronicles 20: 1-20.

42 The temple class now see the beginning of the ful­
filment of the prophecy spoken by David, and they re­
joice. So seeing they appreciate that it is their privil- 
lege,in obedience to God’s command, to go through the 
gates and point the people to the way of the kingdom; 
to give a witness to the good name of Jehovah God and 
thus prepare the people to receive his loving kindness; 
to tell the people that God will have a highway for 
their return to him and a way of holiness, which way 
of holiness will mark out the rules by which the people 
may walk if they would receive of his goodness. They see 
now that it is their privilege to gather out the stumbling 
stones, to wit, the false doctrines by which the enemy 
has blinded the people and defamed the good name of 
God. They see then their privilege to lift high God’s 
standard for the people and thus be witnesses in obe­
dience to his commands.

43 In his due time the Lord God will gather together 
all under Christ. “ That in the dispensation of the ful­
ness of times, he might gather together in one all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on 
earth; even in him.”  (Ephesians 1 :1 0 ) Then all who 
have ever been of the human race, and who have tasted 
of the loving kindness of our God and who have proven 
faithful under the test, will be brought into and become 
a part of Zion. They will enter God’s organization.

44'1 hen Zion will be a monument to the everlasting



praise of our God. When "the year”  of his goodness, 
namely the Millennium, is done, that year •will be crown­
ed and its crown will be God himself, who is the perfect 
expression of goodness. Then will the prophecy spoken 
by David have its complete fulfilment: “ Thou crownest 
the year of thy goodness.”  The way of the Lord shall 
provide an abundance of blessings and joy for all of 
his creatures: “ And thy paths drop fatness.”  (Psalm 
6 5 :1 1 ) Then David, the perfect man on earth and a 
glorious prince, will smile at his own prophecy. He will 
see that the environment in which God had placed him 
when he was king of Israel was conducive to his utter­
ing the prophecy: “ Praise waiteth for thee, 0  God, in 
Sion.”  He will rejoice to see its fulfilment.

45 When David composed this prophetic psalm the 
people marched to the city of Jerusalem, called Zion, 
and sang praises unto Jehovah God. At the first bounti­
ful harvest following their deliverance they sang this 
song for themselves and for all other nations. At the 
end of “ the year”  of the manifestation of God's good­
ness the temple class will be singing the song of praise; 
and all the nations of earth, and everything that hath 
breath, will join together in that song of praise.—  
Psalm 150.

48 Now the temple class can see the great privilege 
of being witnesses for God, testifying to his goodness 
and telling the people that Jehovah is God. While so 
doing they can, with gladness of heart, lift their heads 
to heaven and say: “ Praise waiteth for thee, 0  God, in 
Zion.”  That blessed day shall come when every thing 
in heaven and in earth shall praise him.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
When Is prophecy understandable? How did the Lord some­

times influence the thoughts and words of his prophets?
II 1,2.

Mention some phrases of the Psalmist which were doubt­
less based on personal experience. Did David’s utter­
ances have a deeper meaning than he realized? How do 
we know? If 3-5.

How was this sixty-fifth psalm later used and what was 
i! then called? Whom did David, voicing the praises of 
this song, represent? If 6,7.

When and by whom did God intend that this psalm should 
be understood? When was it first used as a temple song? 
Mention the circumstance. If 9-12.

How was King Hezekiah strengthened in his distress? How 
did he then reply to Sennacherib and what was the 
latter’s response? How did Hezekiah then pray to God? 
If 13-15.

How did Isaiah prophesy against Sennacherib? Portray the 
situation in the holy city that night, and tell what the 
Israelites beheld at the break of day. ff 16-19.

What was typified by the Assyrian army and its downfall? 
What would the following harvest, when this temple song 
was first used, represent ? ff 20, 21.

What is goodness? What is “ the year”  which is crowned 
thereby? If 22,23,41.

Mention some special instances of God’s goodness since the 
fall in Eden. Why is not God’s goodness generally rec­
ognized? If 24-27.

Why are various truths hidden in past ages now being made 
known? How is a proper appreciation of God’s goodness 
manifested, and how does the Lord specially favor those 
who do so? How does he treat those o f his children who 
stumble? If 28-32.

Why does the Lord need witnesses, and who are they? Are 
any others than these on the Lord’s side? What is now 
the duty of the saints? ff 33-36, 42.

Why was the name Zion applied to the city of David? Are 
any born in Zion after she gives birth to the man child 
or new government? If so, who? ff 37-40.

What will Zion eventually consist of? How is “ the year” , 
the Millennium, to be “crowned” ? ff 43,44.

Who will eventually sing this temple song? Who only can 
sing it today ? ff 45, 46.

PRAYER-MEETING TEXT COMMENTS
TEXT FOR APRIL 7

" Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0  City of Cod.” —  
Psalm 87 :8 .

THE original word here rendered “ glorious”  is 
sometimes used to.convey the thought of ex­
tremely bad things as well as the thought of ex­

tremely good things. The city of God is symbolically 
used to represent God’s organization. Satan the enemy, 
and his emissaries, have always indulged in speaking 
the worst things possible about Zion and have made it 
appear as black in the eyes of all those who are under 
the Devil’s control. (Psalm 121 :5-7 ) The enemy ac­
cused those of Zion before God until he was cast out 
of heaven. His emissaries on the earth continue to 
speak evil against those of Zion. Thus we see how the 
word “ glorious”  is sometimes used to express the worst 
things.

But one who is so fortunate as to be of Zion rejoices 
under such slander and persecution because glorious, 
yea, extremely good things are spoken of the faithful

by all who have the spirit of the Lord. For this reason 
St. Peter says to the faithful: “ I f  ye be reproached for 
the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory 
and of God resteth upon you; on their part he is evil 
spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.” — 1 Peter 
4 :1 4 .

Those who are not faithful to the Lord will not be 
the objects of the evil darts of the enemy; but those 
who suffer the assaults of the enemy, because of their 
faithfulness to the Lord, have every reason to rejoice.

When the peoples of the earth are relieved of the 
blindness caused by Satan the enemy they will turn to 
Zion and come with songs of praise upon their lips and 
they will say glorious things concerning Zion.— Rev­
elation 3 :9 ;  Isaiah 49: 23.

The holy angels of heaven and the saints beyond the 
vail are now rejoicing over Zion. (Revelation 1 2 :1 0 ,12 ) 
The saints this side the vail are rejoicing also because 
of the birth of the new government and their privilege 
of declaring the praises of Jehovah. Hence now glor­



ious (good) things are being said of Zion, and the 
time will come when all will speak of her glory. The 
saints have the privilege now of seeing this coming 
glory and of using the faculties with which they are 
endowed to praise Jehovah God by being his witnesses.

TEXT FOR APRIL 14
" Buie thou in the midst of thine enemies.”  —  Psalm 
110:2.

THE chief corner stone of Zion is Christ Jesus. 
When the due time came for him to take his 
power and reign, which we understand to have 

been in 1914, Jehovah sent him forth with full power 
and authority to oust Satan and to take possession. The 
command of the heavenly Father is found in the words 
of the text: “ Rule thou in the midst of thine enemies/’ 
There Zion, the organization of God, gave birth to the 
new government or nation, symbolized by the man 
child which is to rule all the people of the earth. Then 
came the time for great rejoicing in heaven, because 
Satan the enemy was cast out.— Revelation 12 :10 ,12 .

That rejoicing is now taken up by the saints on this 
side the vail, and it is their privilege and duty to rep­
resent God and to sing his praises by telling the people 
that the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Singing the 
praises of God means to perform faithfully the office 
of witness for him. (Isaiah 4 3 :1 0 ,1 2 ) All the anointed 
now can participate in this witness by placing in the 
hands of the people the printed message, advising them 
of the standard which the Lord is raising up for the 
people, and pointing them to the highway and the way 
of holiness by which they may return to life. With 
joy these saints are now proclaiming: “ Blessed be the 
Lord out of Zion.”

TEXT FOR APRIL 21
"The Lord will roar from Zion."— Amos 1 :2 .

ONE part of the commission given by the Lord 
to those of Zion is to declare the day of the ven­
geance of our God and to comfort all that mourn. 

(Isaiah 6 1 :2 ) Those who love the Lord and who are 
faithful to him will obey his commandments. To de­
clare the day of vengeance of our God is to plainly tell 
the people that Jehovah is the only true God, the Creator 
of heaven and earth; that his disloyal son, Lucifer, the 
Devil has blinded the people and put stumbling stones 
in their way and brought great reproach upon God’s 
name; that the time has arrived when God has sent 
forth his beloved Son, Christ Jesus, who reigns; that 
Satan has been cast out of heaven and that God’s right­
eous indignation is about to be expressed against Satan’s 
earthly organization. This must be told in no uncertain 
terms. The faithful will be volunteers, in the day of 
God’s wrath, to tell this message to the people. (Psalm 
110: 3) To know these great truths and fail or refuse 
to tell them would mean to be unfaithful. The Lord

will roar from Zion by having his faithful witnesses in 
the earth to declare this message o f his righteous indig­
nation.

But how can the witness of God be a comfort to those 
who mourn and at the same time declare the message 
of his vengeance? It is the oppressed people of earth 
who mourn. They mourn because of the oppressor, the 
Devil, and his instrumentalities; because of the wicked­
ness that is upon every hand and because they see no 
relief therefrom. To tell the people that God’s king­
dom is here and that his kingdom will relieve them from 
the oppressor and deliver them from all their sorrows, 
and that if they are obedient they will receive the bless­
ings of peaee, prosperity, life, liberty and happiness; 
such will bring comfort to their hearts.

By faithfully so representing the Lord the saints who 
are members of Zion will be sending forth the praises 
of God out of Zion. Therefore let all the saints lift up 
the standard for the people and say to them that the 
day of deliverance is here and that God now will get 
for himself a name such as the people for ever shall 
remember.

TEXT FOR APRIL 28
"The Lord is my light and my salvation.” — Psalm 27 :1 .

THE words of David here recorded applied to him 
in time of danger of the enemy. The saints this 
side the vail, and who are in Zion, are now in 

the greatest of danger because the Devil, that old Dra­
gon, goes forth to make war against those who keep the. 
commandmeuts of God and who have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ. (Revelation 1 2 :1 7 ) While in greatest 
danger the saints know of their absolute and certain 
safety. Each one of the faithful knows that onr God 
is all-powerful and that no power can prevail against 
him. Therefore they rest in full assurance of faith that 
if they remain faithful to the Lord he will preserve 
them and keep them from all harm.— Psalm 31: 23.

All the light of truth which is theirs, and which is 
shed upon their pathway, is from the Lord God. (Psalm 
119:105) For the benefit of these faithful ones the 
light is shining with increased brilliancy as the perfect 
day approaches. (Proverbs 4 :1 8 )  The threats, bluffs, 
and bluster of the enemy and his visible emissaries are 
sufficient to frighten to death the negligent ones if 
they could really see and appreciate the. power of the 
Devil’s organization. But to the faithful these threats 
and bluffs and noise are as nothing. They rest in full 
confidence in the Lord and continue to sing his praises 
out of Zion and say: “ The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I  fear ? The Lord is the strength 
of my life ; of whom shall I  be afraid ? . . .  And now 
shell mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round 
about me:-therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacri­
fices of joy ’; I  will sing, yea, I  will sing praros unto 
the Lord.” — Psalm 2 7 :1 , 6.



THE STORY OF CAIN AND ABEL
--------A pril 25— Genesis 4 : 1  to 26—

— (T emperance L esson)

"Am  I  my brother’s keeper ?” — Genesis 4 :9 .

W H ILE in the garden of Eden Adam and Eve 
retained their continence; it was only after 
their expulsion that the original command, 

“ Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth,”  
was obeyed. In course of time Cain was born; and Eve, 
perhaps expecting that her son would be the one of 
whom God had spoken, the seed to bring deliverance, said, 
“ I have gotten a man with the help of Jehovah.”  (Gen­
esis 4 :1 ,  A. 8. F .) She attributed the birth of this 
first child born into the world to the blessing of their 
Creator. Later Abel his brother was bom.

2 Nothing is related of the earliest days of the family; 
but when they grew up the brothers took the necessary 
two phases of the pastoral-agricultural life ; these men 
were not wild hunters fearing for their lives, or kill­
ing for pleasure and in order to eat. Abel became a 
keeper of sheep and Cain a tiller of the ground. There 
is nothing whatever to indicate that Adam guided his 
children to serve Jehovah or to make offerings to him; 
it may be assumed that such instruction was entirely 
lacking. But in the process of time both Cain and Abel 
decided to offer to Jehovah. How long a period elapsed 
before Cain brought of the fruit of the ground and 
Abel of the firstlings of his flock, as an offering to Je­
hovah, we do not know. Evidently a considerable time 
had elapsed; for the expression “ in process of time”  
(Genesis 4 :3 )  reads in the margin, “ at the end of days.”

3 In a way not stated Jehovah had respect to Abel and 
his offering, but to Cain and to his offering he had not 
respect. Cain was very angry, and went about with a 
fallen countenance. God asked him why these things 
were, and said, “ I f  thou doest well, shalt thou not be 
accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the 
door.”  (Genesis 4 :7 )  The full import of the words is 
not easy to comprehend, but the main idea to be con­
veyed is apparent. Cain was assured that if he sought 
to do well he would have God’ s blessing in being made 
able to overcome any evil suggestions, and that he should 
have rule over his spirit and have power over the enemy.

4 Cain did not correct himself but allowed hatred of 
his brother to possess him, until finally he determined 
to kill Abel. He talked with Abel, and (according to 
the Sinaitic and other versions) he asked Abel to go 
into the field. While there Cain slew him. John says he 
did this because Abel’s works were righteous and his 
own were evil.— 1 John 3 :12 .

5 Jehovah now said to Cain, “ Where is Abel thy 
brother?”  Cain replied, “ I know not,”  and in rudeness 
of spirit said, “ Am I my brother’ s keeper?”  God then 
said to him, “ What hast thou done? the voice of thy 
brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground. And 
now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened 
her mouth to receive thy brother’s blood from thy hand.”

8Q

(Genesis 4 : 9-11) From that time whenever Cain tilled 
the ground it should not yield its increase to him, and he 
was made a fugitive and a wanderer in the eaTth.

6 Cain apparently expressed no regret for what he 
had done, but complained of his punishment. He said, 
“ My punishment is greater than I can bear.”  Even if 
the softer marginal reading, “ My iniquity is greater 
than that it may be forgiven,”  is taken, the sense is 
unaltered. Like his father Adam, Cain was an unre- 
pentent sinner. He further said, “ Behold, thou hast 
driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and 
from thy face shall I  be hid; and I shall be a fugitive 
and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, 
that every one that findeth me shall slay me.”  ( Genesis 
4 :1 4 )  Cain was seized with the weakness and fear 
which come upon those who do injury to others. The 
slayer was afraid lest he himself should be slain; the 
one who had taken his brother out in the field was afraid 
he might be caught in a lonely place.

7 Jehovah, while not extending compassion to him, yet 
gave him a measure of protection from such death as he 
feared. The Authorized Version says God set a mark on 
Cain lest any finding him should smite him, and this has 
come down as “ the brand of Cain” . But there is a dif­
ferent reading (See A. 8. V .) which says that God ap­
pointed a sign for Cain lest he should be slain, as he 
feared. God neither branded Cain nor gave him an as­
surance that he should not be slain. His assurance was 
rather that it should be known that whoever should slay 
Cain vengeance should be taken on him sevenfold, and 
none would readily involve himself in such a penalty.

8 The presence of the Lord from which Cain feared 
to be driven was almost certainly the cherubic repre­
sentative of Jehovah placed at the east of the garden 
to keep the way of the tree of life. (Genesis 3: 24) It 
is reasonable to think that this representative of God, 
which also represented man and his dominion, the chief 
of the beasts of the field, of cattle, and of birds, remained 
for a considerable time, that the children of Adam 
might realize the fact that mankind was not enjoying 
the primeval happiness because of his wilful sin against 
God. There is some proof of this in the fact that the 
cherubic representation of God is one of the chief tra­
ditions of the race. It is found in Assyria in the winged 
lion and the winged bull, in Egypt in the sphinx, which 
is a representation of a lion with a human head. Its true 
symbolism is, of course, found in the Hebrew Scriptures. 
(Exodus 2 5 :2 0 ; Ezekiel 1 0 :1 4 ) The first home of 
the human race would be as near the garden as possible, 
and surely it was to this presence that Cain and Abel 
brought their offering, and from which Cain feared to 
be sent. He feared not for his loss of any communion, 
but only for his life. Probably God’s acceptance of



Abel’s offering was as if fire came from the glittering 
sword and consumed the sacrifice.— See Leviticus 9 : 24; 
2 Chronicles 7 :1 .

“ The Apostle Paul tells why Abel’s sacrifice was ac­
ceptable to God while Cain’ s was not. It was because 
Abel’s was offered in faith. (Hebrews 1 1 :4 ) Abel be­
lieved that God in due time would deliver them from 
the curse of sin and death. Evidently Cain had no faith 
in such deliverance, and did not look for a seed who 
should deliver them. Abel’ s sacrifice was offered in 
view of what God had done in Eden when he had prov­
ided Adam and Eve with the covering. He offered a 
life as a covering for his need. Cain’ s offering was 
bloodless; he paid to God his homage of the fruits of 
the ground, but his offering had no possible acknowd- 
edgment of sin.

10 These two phases of mind are those which even yet 
make the distinction between those acceptable to God 
and those not acceptable. There are even yet compara­
tively few who follow the way of Abel and faith, who 
acknowledge their need of a covering for sin and that 
they have no right of themselves to live, and who look 
in faith to God, both for his promised reward for their 
owm faith, and the fulfilment of his promise to save 
mankind. But there are many who follow the way of 
Cain, however unconsciously. These will now and again 
acknowledge their indebtness to God for such good 
things as come to them, but they content themselves 
with such acknowledgment and think that God also 
should be satisfied. These do not acknowledge their 
need of a ransom and that a sin-offering should be made 
on their behalf.

11 Cain’s complaint of his punishment, and his fear 
of being slain by whosoever should find him, indicates 
a measure of public disgrace and also that the brothers 
were now well along in years; and that the first, family 
was fruitful. As Seth whom Eve received as from the 
Lord in place of Abel (Genesis 4 :2 5 )  was born when 
Adam was 130 years old, it is probable that the murder 
of Abel, which resulted in the loss of both sons to the 
family, did not long precede the birth of Seth.

12 Without doubt Cain was made a type of those who, 
rejecting God, must be cast off by him, cast from his 
presence, and at the mercy of any destructive forces 
without any further protection from him. (See 2 Thes- 
salonians 1 :9 ;  Jude 11.) Cain went away, evidently 
taking with him as his wife a sister who sympathized 
with him. He began to prosper, and from him came 
men of energy and ability, those who first made a bus­
iness of agriculture, who were first to learn the arts of 
music and the use of mechanical instruments. Cain and 
his immediate descendants are typical of the world of 
humanity, those wTho use the advantages and pleasures 
of nature and human life.

13 The question raised by Cain, “ Am I  my brother’s 
keeper?”  is very frequently quoted as if it should be 
answered in the affirmative. While no man can be re­

sponsible for another man’s moral rectitude, yet each 
follower of Jesus is called to help his brother in all 
needful things; he must follow Paul’ s word, “ Bear ye 
one another’ s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.”  
— Galatians 6: 2.

14 We have already noted that, like his father Adam, 
Cain manifested an entire absence of any regret or sorrow 
for what he had done. Adam was evidently rebellious a- 
gainst God, and made no call for any remission of his sen­
tence, nor made any offer to do better. Neither did Cain. 
He expressed sorrow, but it was for himself. Human na­
ture has not changed, and those who have Cain’ s spirit 
are never sorry for their transgressions; their only sor­
row is for what may happen to themselves. Both Adam 
and Cain sinned wilfully in that their sin was done 
willingly and in defiance of God. Cain is made in 
Scripture a type of those who sin against God to their 
own destruction.— Jude 11; 1 John 3 :12 .

15 God said that Abel’ s blood cried from the ground 
for vengeance. Justice must be maintained; Cain must 
suffer for his sin. But the apostle shows that the blood 
of a Redeemer substitute is found, and that the blood 
of Jesus, speaking better things than the blood of Abel 
(Hebrews 1 2 :2 4 ), is used as a ransom price for the 
deliverance of all who will come to God by him. A 
Redeemer is provided for Adam and for Cain; and both 
these men will yet have opportunity of getting back 
into harmony with God, in the kingdom of the Redeem­
er now being established.

18 This sad incident of hatred and murder was not, 
as is sometimes said, the result of momentary envy and 
jealousy. Cain was not envious of his brother’ s accep­
tance with Jehovah. It was the first instance of that 
condition so plainly described by Jesus when he said, 
“ Men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil.”  (John 3 :1 9 )  Cain was evil in heart 
and had the spirit of the Devil; he hated the goodness 
of Abel. (1 John 3 :12 ,14) Then when the time came that 
they offered to God, and Abel found acceptance while 
he did not, Cain determined not to bear it any longer; 
he put his brother to death. And in fear, pleading for 
his life, he only lengthened his punishment.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
What did Eve say when Cain was bom, and why? What 

vocations did Cain and Abel follow, respectively? What 
offerings did they each make? 1f 1,2.

What did God say to Cain when the latter’s offering was 
not accepted? Why did Cain slay Abel? H 3,4,16.

Wbat was Cain’s punishment, and how did he meet it? 
Did God set a mark on Cain? What is meant by Cain’s 
going out “from the presence of the Lord” ? U 5-8.

Why was Abel’s sacrifice acceptable and Cain’s was not? 
Explain how Cain’s view is shared by. most people today.
IT 9,10.

What indications are there that Cain and Abel were about 
a hundred years old when the murder occurred ? K 2,11. 

What did Cain then do? Whom does he typify? In what 
sense should we be our brother’s keeper? jf 12,13.

What was Adam’s attitude after his fall and sentence? 
Does God forgive wilful sin? Will Adam and Cain be 
redeemed ? K 14,15.



GOD’S COVENANT W ITH NOAH
--------M a t  2— Genesis 9 :  8 to 17--------

"'I do set my low in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.” —■
Genesis 9 :13 .

THE words of the golden text are part of God’s 
first covenant with fallen man. No doubt a 
covenant between God and man was implied in 

man’s perfect condition as he came forth from the hand 
of his gracious Creator, and in the law which was given 
to Adam. But after the flood there was a more definite 
covenant between God and man and the earth, both of 
law and of promise.

2 The children of Adam apparently degenerated rapid­
ly. The history of Cain’s family is related first, and it 
is only of these that any detail is given. There was in 
those days little faith and probably no open worship 
of Jehovah. Of Adam nothing is recorded except the 
increase of his fam ily; he evidently looked for n o t in g  
from God. But Eve, at least for a time, continued to 
look for that “ seed”  which should restore them to that 
which they had lost through their sin. When Seth was 
born Eve accepted him as from the Lord and as his 
substitute for Abel.

3 It is recorded that in the days of Seth’ s son Enos, 
men began to call on the name of the Lord; but probably 
the marginal reading that “ then began men to call 
themselves by the name of the Lord”  (Genesis 4 :2 6 )  
is correct. There is no reason for thinking this indi­
cates a beginning of real worship of Jehovah, but rather 
that then was a profession of righteousness, the begin­
ning of organized hypocritical worship such as in later 
times has proved so hurtful to men.

* The race degenerated and became easy victims to 
the scheme by which Satan planned to thwart God in 
his purpose for men. Later scriptures show that the 
race was still under the care of Satan as overlord and 
that he had with him angels willing to cooperate with 
him. He conceived the idea of defilement of the human 
race by a mixture of angelic beings with them. With 
the power of materialization which was then unre­
strained, but which later they were hindered from using, 
many angels intermarried with the daughters of men. 
The result of this cohabitation was that giants were 
bom  among men, almost certainly those beings known 
in mythology as the gods and the sons of gods, who 
lived among men.

6 There followed such a time of wickedness, violence, 
terror, and corruption of man’s heart, that the Scrip­
ture record is, “ God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”  
(Genesis 6 :5 )  The corruption of nature was almost 
complete. Noah and his family were evidently the only 
ones uncontaminated, and so great was the pressure of 
evil, it was humanly impossible that they in their own 
strength could have withstood it. I f  the human family

was to be preserved, and a true seed come out of it, 
there was necessity that the saving power of God be 
manifested.

6 God determined to destroy all who were thus con­
taminated and all who were on the side of the evil 
angels and under their influence; and this meant all 
except Noah’s family. But previous to the time when 
God would do this, perhaps 120 years before (Genesis 
6: 3 ), God told Noah what he purposed, and command­
ed him to build an ark. Noah obeyed and thereby mani­
fested both his faith and his loyalty. Thus he became 
a preacher of righteousness, and it is said of him that 
he walked with God.— Genesis 6: 9 ; 1 Peter 3: 20.

7 It was surely in the providence of God that Noah’ s 
children (Shem, Ham and Japhet) were not born till 
after Noah was 500 years old. They were thus saved 
from the evil in the world by reason of the fact that 
they were brought into it at that late date— after God 
had disclosed his purposes to their father Noah. They 
were brought up in the knowledge of the impending 
disaster; in “ present truth”  as we of today would ex­
press it. Thus Noah’s obedience in building the ark 
saved his sons as well as himself. Noah prehaps em­
ployed help from those who laughed at his idea, but this 
only njade his witness more definite.

8 Contrary to common thought Noah was not called 
upon by the Lord to get as many people as possible into 
the ark; it was built for himself and his family, and 
for the preservation of such species of animal life as 
should be pleasing to God. In due time the animals 
came, brought by God; of the beasts and birds, two by 
tw o; but of the clean animals seven of each kind were 
brought.— Genesis 6 :1 9 , 7 2.

9 Warned by God. Noah and his family went into 
the ark and shut the door. Seven days later the foun­
tains of the great deep were broken open. The vaporous 
canopy which had encompassed the earth condensed and 
fell upon the planet. ( See Studies in  th e  S ckiptubes, 
Volume Six, pp. 24, 25.) It was the mightiest of cloud 
bursts. For forty days the waters increased until at 
last all the high hills under heaven were covered.—  
Genesis 7 :17 ,19 .

10 The Bible does not say whether or not the flood was 
universal. Its purpose was to destroy the now mixed 
progeny of angels and women, and there is little reason 
for supposing that the race was then scattered all over 
the earth. For 150 days the waters prevailed. Then 
they began to assuage and gradually lessened in depth, 
until within a little more than a year after Noah had 
entered the ark he was free to leave it. (Genesis 7 :1 1 ; 
8 :1 3 ,1 4 ) When Noah and his family came out of the 
ark he built an altar to Jehovah and offered a sacrifice



o f every clean beast and every clean fow l; and God 
manifested his pleasure with this offering which denoted 
allegiance, confidence and honor.

11 Then God determined, so the record says, that he 
would never again curse the ground for man’ s sake, 
though the imagination of man’s heart should be evil 
from his youth; nor would he again smite every living 
thing as he had done; but promised that “ while the 
earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and 
heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall 
not cease” . ( Genesis 8 :2 2 ) A new order of things was 
there inaugurated. Peter describes it as the coming in 
of a new heavens and earth, and says that the previous 
heavens and earth were destroyed in the flood. Noah 
and his family now stood before God as Adam had 
done at the beginning; and then, even as God had bless­
ed Adam, so now he blessed Noah and his sons.

12 There was now a change m manner of life ; evi­
dently the breaking of the ring of waters round the 
earth had altered climatic conditions. Man was now 
given animal food, excepting only the blood, as freely 
as previously he had been given the green herb. But 
God charged the community with the sanctity of hu­
man life and with retributive justice; for the shedding 
of man’s blood was to be followed by the death of 
the murderer. God would require this because man was 
made in the image of God. Man might slay the beasts, 
but neither beast nor man might slay mankind.— Gen­
esis 9: 1-6.

13 God now entered into a covenant with mankind, 
who were represented in Noah and his sons. He said 
that he would never again destroy all flesh by the waters 
of a flood, nor again by a flood destroy the earth. ( Gen­
esis 9: 11) By reason of the vaporous canopy there had 
been no rain prior to the deluge (Genesis 2: 5, 6) ; but 
now God made the rainbow, which can be seen only 
during or as a result of rain, which became his token 
of the covenant which is between God and man and 
every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth. 
— Genesis 9: 17.

14 Such wholesale destruction of life as was caused 
by the flood is said by critics to be incompatible with 
the attributes of God, and the Modernist declines to 
believe that any such event took place as a purpose of 
Jehovah. He may admit the calamity and that great 
waters swept the earth, but he is an unbeliever in the 
Bible record. He knows no reason why God should do 
this thing, and he rejects the Bible’ s own reason. He 
cannot say with the Psalmist, “ The works of his hands 
are verity and judgment: all his commandments are 
sure.” — Psalm 111: 7.

15 The account of the flood is more than a record of 
a fact in human history. It is written also because the 
conditions of life which preceded and caused the flood, 
as well as the flood itself, were typical of things to be. 
Jesus said that the days of his return would be like 
those of Noah’s day. The people then were utterly in­

different to Noah’s witness of the coming catastrophe; 
so on the Lord’ s return the world would be utterly indif­
ferent to and scornful of the message of his second 
presence. They would carry on as if his return to con­
trol affairs were an impossibility.— Matthew 24: 37-39; 
2 Peter 3: 4.

16 With the return of the Lord Jesus there comes a 
destruction of the world order as complete as that of 
the flood. As then the present heavens and earth took 
the place of the former, so at the return of the Lord 
these heavens and earth give place to the new heavens 
and earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. Peter says 
the elements that make up the present world organiza­
tion shall be consumed by fire.— 2 Peter 3: 6 ,10 ,12,13 .

17 As then, so at the present tim e; the conditions of 
the world and the heartless indifference to God and to 
righteousness which obtains throughout the world, re­
veal such a state of opposition to God that there is no 
hope of amendment. But the fire of trouble will purge 
the world even as the flood cleansed it, and will prepare 
it for the new order, the new heavens and earth under 
the direct rule of the Prince of Peace.

18 Noah’s sons have transgressed and broken the cove­
nant which God made with them, as Adam transgressed 
and broke his covenant. God put the responsibility for 
general welfare upon all, but himself made no attempt 
to shepherd or protect condemned mankind. Soon they 
went their own ways, making only one attempt at uni­
fication, namely, when they undertook to build the 
tower of Babel; and that was done in a spirit of opposi­
tion to God, without any sincere purpose for mutual 
help or benefit. Since those ancient days large and 
small dominions have arisen among men, and the his­
tory of mankind has been written as with a pen dipped 
in blood. Men have had no respect for the fact that 
God made a covenant with them and the earth; human 
life has been held very cheap, and the earth considered 
as if it belonged to whoever could get the mastery thereof.

19 The World War may be considered as man’s latest 
sin against his covenant. Civilized nations have pro­
fessed to hold life most sacred, and have had laws which 
carried out the injunction of the covenant; murder has 
been punished by talcing the life of the murderer. But 
these nations were wholesale transgressors in this last 
and greatest outrage on the covenant; and this has 
again brought necessity for God to act in a universal 
way for the recovery of his honor and glory and for tho 
salvation of mankind, as is plainly seen by those who 
faithfully follow the Bible as the God-given guide. The 
many nations of earth which are considered Christian 
have little regard for the honor and glory of God among 
men. The world is rapidly becoming indifferent to God. 
No nation is conducted on Christian lines, but all on 
pagan indifference to Jehovah.

20 That God purposes to shortly clean the earth and 
prepare it for the millennial reign of Christ is clearly 
stated by many scriptures, and that Satan who haa



attempted to defile the minds of the people and to lead 
them away from God by erroneous creedal teaching is 
to be checkmated, is also clearly shown. He succeeded 
in convincing the first parents that the oral Word of 
God was not to be relied upon; now he has persuaded 
the so-called Christian nations to believe that the written 
Word of God is not to be trusted. But soon the vail 
that is spread over all nations shall be removed.—  
Isaiah 25: 7.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
What was God’s first covenant with fallen man? Did man­

kind worship the Lord prior to the flood? H 1-3

What means did Satan adopt prior to the flood to thwart 
God’s purpose concerning humanity? Were all contam­
inated? What did God do in consequence? 4-6.

Why is it apparent that God overruled respecting the time 
of birth of Noah’s sons? Was Noah directed to urge the 
people to enter his ark? What were the cause, nature and 
purpose of the flood? fl 7-10.

What was God’s promise to man following the flood? What 
new order of things ways there inaugurated? What is 
the significance of the rainbow as a pledge? 1J 11-13.

Is the flood, and its destruction of life, compatible with 
the attributes of God? The flood and attending condi­
tions were typical of what? IT 14-17.

What course did man take subsequent to the flood? What 
does God purpose to do in consequence? What has Satan 
succeeded in doing for more than 6,000 years? How will 
his deception be overcome? H 18-20.

ABRAM AND THE KINGS
------- M a y  9— Genesis 1 4 :1 -2 4 -------

"In  all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us." —  Romans 8 : 87.

T IE increase of Noah’s family after the flood was 
much more rapid than at the first under Adam. 
When the race began again there were three fam­

ilies of Noah’s children, and an account is given of 
each. The whole earth was of one language and one 
speech; but because the human mind was perverted it 
was soon necessary for God to do something to save 
them from themselves, lest mankind should get out of 
hand. This he did when, on their attempt at Babel to 
make a central government apart from and really in op­
position to God, he threw them into confusion by caus­
ing them to speak differently one from the other.

2 There were but few who retained any desire to honor 
God, and apparently these were limited to the descen­
dants of Shem. Shem’s descendants dwelt chiefly in 
Mesopotamia, the land lying between the turn great 
rivers, Euphrates and Tigris. The name Mesopotamia, 
however, was applied to the northern portion, the southern 
part being known in Scripture as Chaldea and Shinar.

3 Eight generations from Noah came Terah of 
Chaldea, to whom were born three sons, the youngest be­
ing Abraham who became the father of God’s chosen 
people. In  Genesis 11: 31 it is said that Terah re­
moved with his family from TTr of the Chaldees, with 
the intent to go to the land of Canaan; and that he 
settled at Haran in Mesopotamia and died there. He 
did not cross the Euphrates. Stephen tells that God 
had already spoken to Abraham and told him of the 
purpose he had for him. Abraham was to leave his 
father’ s house and kindred and was to follow the lead 
of God into a land which God would tell him of, and 
God would reward him by making him the means of 
that blessing which had been foreshadowed in the gar­
den of Eden when God said that the woman’ s seed 
should bruise the serpent’ s head. (Genesis 3 :1 5 ) It 
would be through Abraham’s family that the seed of 
promise should come.— Genesis 1 2 :1 , 2 ; Acts 7: 2.

4 When Terah died God removed Abraham into the

land which he had for him, and promised it to him for 
an everlasting inheritance. Abraham was accompanied 
from Haran into Canaan by Lot his nephew. When he 
got to Shechem in Canaan he built an altar to Jehovah. 
Later he removed further south to Bethel, where also 
he built an altar. Then because of a famine he went 
down into Egypt, and there through lack of faith he 
fell into temptation; he failed to trust God in respect to 
^arah his wife. But God delivered them, and brought 
them out of Egypt with increased riches.

3 Abraham and his nephew Lot now settled in the 
land of promise. Both increased in substance, and as 
there was not enough pasture for both their require­
ments, and their herdsmen quarreled, Abraham gave 
Lot freedom of choice. Lot selfishly and thereby un­
wisely chose the well-favored valley of Siddim and dwelt 
near Sodom.

6 It happened that about that time a combination of 
four kings of the east came over the same route that 
Terah and Abraham had traveled when they left Ur. 
Why they were attracted to the small country of Pal­
estine is not recorded. The vale of Sodom was rich, 
and five towns occupied by these kings were evidently 
storehouses of goods. Perhaps they had eyes also on 
the rich country of Egypt further south. They con­
quered the five kings of the valley of Siddim and held 
them in tribute for twelve years; but in the thirteenth 
year the Siddimites rebelled.

7 In the fourteenth year the four kings of the east 
returned to subdue their rebellious subjects; but first 
they went further south, well on to the borders of Sinai, 
smiting all the peoples of the lands. They returned by 
Kadesh, smiting all the country of the Amalekites and 
the Amorites. Then the five kings of the valley fought 
them in the vale of Siddim, but were conquered. Then 
the cities were rifled and many people were taken cap­
tive.. Some escaped, amongst them the king of Sodom.

8 Amongst those taken captive was Lot. All his goods



were taken, and apparently hia wife and daughters also. 
One who escaped told Abraham, known as the Hebrew 
living then at Hebron not far away. Abraham at once 
armed his trained servants, born in his own house, 318 
of them (Genesis 1 4 :1 4 ) ;  and with some help from Aner, 
Eshcol and Mamre, the Amorites, he pursued the four 
kings and came up with them at Dan. With strategy he 
attacked them by night. They fled, and he pursued them 
unto Hobah, not far from Damascus, delivered the 
captives, both men and women, and brought back his 
nephew Lot and his goods, and all the goods of the 
Sodomites.

9 The king of Sodom hearing of this gratefully went 
out and met Abraham in the king’s dale. Then Mel- 
chizedek, king of Salem, brought forth bread and wine. 
He was both king and priest of the most high God, and 
he blessed Abraham. To him Abraham, in recognition 
of Melchizedek’ s priestly office, gave a tenth of all he 
had taken.

10 The king of Sodom then said to Abraham, “ Give 
me the persons, and take the goods to thyself.”  (Gen­
esis 14 :21 ) But Abraham replied, “ I have lift up 
mine hand unto the Lord, the most high God, the pos­
sessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take from a 
thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take 
anything that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I  have 
made Abram rich.” — Genesis 14: 22, 23.

11 There are interesting points to be noted in this 
portion of Scripture. For a long time the self-ap­
pointed critics of Genesis disputed this account, saying 
there was no such movement of the kings of the east; 
but recent archaeological discoveries are all on the side 
of the Scriptures. It will be well when men learn that 
reverence for God is the beginning of wisdom.

12 The Bible student is interested in the care of God 
in preserving Abraham from attack by these predatory 
kings. Rich in cattle and flocks and in jewels of silver 
and gold, he might have been considered fine prey for 
them. They would hardly have kept away from him 
through fear that he was well able to defend his flocks; 
the probability is that they had not heard of him, and 
that by this means God preserved him. These kings took 
a road which led them about fifteen miles away from 
where Abraham lived in Mamre near Hebron. Thus 
God protects and keeps his own.

13 Lot was not protected by the Lord. He had selfish­
ly chosen the valley of Siddim because it happened to 
be well watered. It is not at all likely that Abraham, 
knowing of its wickedness, would have chosen to move to 
Sodom. But Lot being the younger should neverthe­
less have given his uncle the privilege of choosing. Also 
he should have gratefully remembered that the reason 
they were in the land at all was because God had made 
a covenant with Abraham. Further, the wickedness of 
those cities of the Siddim valley was notorious; and 
Lot should have known that any increase to his pros­
perity warald be at the expense of his spirit.

14 The introduction of Melchizedek to the sacred 
record is most interesting to the Bible student. Mel­
chizedek was king of Salem, probably the Jerusalem 
of later days. (See Psalm 7 6 :2 .) It may be that the 
king of Sodom met Abraham near the city, and that 
Melchizedek came out to bless h im : indeed the expres­
sion “ brought forth”  bread and wine lends some weight 
to this. Melchizedek is described as priest of the “ Most 
High God” , a title of Jehovah not previously dis­
closed. Evidently Abraham learned that title of God 
from Melehizedek at that time. Nothing more is said 
of the ministry of this royal priest, and yet he is one 
of the important typical persons of the Bible.

16 In the Epistle to the Hebrews Melchizedek is spoken 
of as having neither father nor mother. This does not 
mean that he was a supernatural being, but rather that 
he came on the scene just for the time and left it when 
his work was done. In this Melchizedek was a type or 
figure of the Son of God, who was made a priest ac­
cording to the power of an endless life. (Hebrews 7: 16, 
17) Speaking by the holy spirit David had foretold 
this ministry. He told of One who should minister for 
God, who would be a priest after the order of Mel­
chizedek whose ministry so far as Scripture record is 
concerned was not inherited from man nor passed on 
to others; One who would wield kingly power.

16 Another point worthy of note and containing an 
important lesson is that Abraham refused to be enriched 
by Sodom; he would not have it said that he shared 
in the riches of Sodom. He realized that had he taken 
any of the spoils belonging to Sodom the king would 
have said that he had made Abraham rich. ( Genesis 
14 :23 ) But Abraham here said even more than he 
knew. Without doubt the Devil, who was Sodom’s real 
ruler, would have said that Abraham’s riches were not 
the result of the blessing of the most high God, but that 
he had had a share in giving them.

17 This battle is the first conflict between God’s people 
and the kings of the far east noted in Scripture. In 
later days there were many conflicts, mostly to the 
hurt of Abraham’s seed. But ultimately the would-be 
destroyers of Abraham and his seed shall themselves be 
destroyed, according to the declaration of God to Abra­
ham.— See Genesis 12 :1 , 2 ; Revelation 18: 20, 21.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
What notable blessing in disguise came to man after the 

deluge? Which branch of Noah’s family apparently re­
tained some desire to honor God? 1[ 1, 2.

Where did Abram live when he received God’s promise? 
Why did he then go to Egypt? What happened there be­
fore his return to Canaan? f  3, 4.

Who was Lot and why did he locate in Sodom? What hap­
pened to him while there? f 5-7.

How and why did Abraham rescue the Sodomites? When 
did he meet Melchizedek? Who was this kingly priest, 
and what does St. Paul say of him? H 8, 9,14,15.

Wliv did Abraham refuse the proffered spoils of Sodom? 
U 10. 16.

Why are we interested in this account? Why was not Lot 
protected by the Lord? II 11-13,
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East Palestine, O . _________”  6
Salem, O. ...........................   ”  7

R. POLLOCK
Lisbon, O................_._Apr. 8
Power Point, O. ____  ”  9
East Liverpool, O. ”  11
Negley, O. ----------------  ”  12 ,13
Aliiance, O . ________   ”  14
Louisville, O. _______  M 15

B R O TH ER J. A . BOHNET B RO TH ER V . C. RICE
Salt Lake City, Utah ....
Ogden, Utah .................
Pocatella, Ida.................
Twin Falls, Ida. .............
Buhl, Ida. .....................
Boise, I d a . .....................

Apr. 1, 2 
”  4
”  5” 6 
”  7 ,8
”  9

Nampa, Ida................... „..-Apr. 11
Emmett, Ida....................... ”  12
Ontario, Ore..................  ”  13
Weiser, Ida........................ ”  15
La Grande, Ore................. ”  16
Joseph, Ore...............    ”  19

Corpus Christ!, Tex....Apr. 1
Mathis, Tex.......................  *» 2
San Antonio, Tex.............. ”  4
Comfort, Tex..................I ”  6, 6
Kerrville, Tex....................  ”  7
Pipe Creek, Tex................. ”  8, 9

Tarplay, Tex............. ..Apr. 11
San Antonio, Tex. .. .. ”  12 ,15
Kingsbury, Tex........ »> 13
Gonzales, Tex............ 14
San Marcos, Tex. .. in
Austin, Tex. _______ „  ” 18

B R O TH ER C.
Harrisburg, Pa.....................Apr. 1
Hanover, Pa...........................  ” 2
York, Pa..................................  ”  4
Lancaster, Pa......................... ”  5
Rheems, Pa............................  ”  6
Downingtown, Pa................  ”  7

. CUTFOUTH
Chester Springs, P a..........Apr. 8
Lin'iield, Pa..........................  ”  9
Boyertown, Pa....................  ”  11
Pottstown,’ Pa..................... ”  12
Lansdale, Pa........................  ”  13
Norristown, Pa................... ”  14

B R O TH E R
Hamilton, Ont........... _...Apr, 2*4
Milton, Ont............... .....  ”  5
Brampton, Ont..................  ”  6
Toronto, Ont......................  ”  11
Barrie, Ont.........................  ”  13
Orillia, Ont.........................  ”  14

R OBERTS
Gravenhurst, Ont. ___Apr. 15
Bracebridge, Ont.......  ”  16
North Bay, Ont........... ”  18, 19
MacLenuan, Out.......  ”  20, 21
Sault Ste. Marie, On-t. ”  22, 23
Searchmont, Ont.......  M 25

B R O TH ER H. H. DINGUS
Somerset, Pa.........................Apr. 1 Monessen, Pa.....................
Connellsville, P a................  ”  2 Monongaliela, Pa.............
Leckrone, Pa.......................  ”  4 Bentleyville, Pa...............
Point Marion, Pa................  ”  5 Elizabeth, Pa.....................
R ice’s Landing, Pa............  ”  6 Buena Vista, Pa...............
Brownsville, Pa................... ”  7 McKeesport, Pa...............

Apr. 8 
9

”  11 
”  12 
”  13
”  14

B R O TH E R
Biloxi, Miss................. Apr. 1
Lyman, Miss...................  ”  2
Saucier, Miss..................  ”  4
Hattiesburg, Miss...........  ”  5
Laurel, Miss...................  ** 7
Lucedale, Miss................  ”  8,11

L. ROBIE
Waynesboro, Miss. ...A pr, 12, 13
Enterprise, Miss........  ”  14
Meridian, Miss. ____  ”  16
Columbus, Miss..........  ’* 18
Okolona, Miss..............  ”  19, 20
West Point, Miss........ M 21

Lancaster, O. 
Crooksville, O. 
Zanesville, O. 
Dresden, O. .. 
Coshocton, O. 
Dover, O..........

B R O TH E R  A. D. ESHLEM AN
................Mar. 23 New Philadelphia, O........ Mar. 30
.................. ”  24 Dennison, O.................................  ”  31
....... _ ....... ”  25 Uriohsville, O........................... Apr. 1
.................  ”  26 Steubenville, O...........................  ”  2
........ .........  ”  28 Pittsburgh, Pa............................  ”  4
.................. ”  29 New Brighton, Pa...................May 2

B R O TH ER W . J. THORN
Selma, Calif.................. Apr. 1
Fresno, Calif..................  ”  4
Orosi, Calif. _________  ”  7
Reedley, Calif. ...........  ”  8
Modesto, Calif................  ”  9 ,11
Stockton, Calif...............  ”  12

Tuolumne, Calif. .Apr. 13, 34
Oakdale, Calif.......... ”  15
San Francisco, Calif. ”  16, 18
Hollister, Calif................  ”  19
San Jose, Calif............  ** 20
Santa Cruz, Calif. . . .  "  21

B R O TH E R  A. J. ESHLEM AN
Vanceboro, N. C...............Apr. 1, 2 Washington, D. C. ______ Apr. 11
W ilmington, N. C. _____  ”  4 Roanoke, Va......................   ”  18
Salemburg, N. C................  ”  5 Winston Salem, N. C. ___ ”  19
Hayne, N. C. ................   ”  6 Liberty, N. C......................... ”  20
Fayetteville, N. C.............. ”  7 High Point, N. C..................  ”  21
Moncure, N. C....................  ”  8 Welcome, N. C......................  ”  22

B R O TH E R  H. E. H A ZLE TT

B R O TH E R  T . H . TH ORNTON
Paris, Tex............ ............ Apr. 1, 4 Plano, Tex. .
W olfe City, Ter. ........ . ”  2 Dallas, Tex. _____ ”  13, IS
Bonham, Tex. .. ........... ”  5 Wlnnsboro, Tex. .. ”  14| 15
Sherman, Tex. ............ » 6, 7 Terrell, Tex........... .. ^  M 19
Denison, Tex....... ............ ”  8, 9 Grand S iine. Tex. _  ”  20 ,2 1
McKinney, Ter. ...... ..... ”  1 1 Alba. T «x......... .. "  22

B R O TH E R  S. H. TOU TJIAN
Tippecanoe City, O........ Apr. 1
Dayton, O........................   ”  2, 4
Middletown, O. .......   ”  5
Hamilton, O. — .............  ’* 6
Covington, O. ............  ”  7
Mowrystown, O.........—  ”  8

Cincinnati, O. ______  Apr. 9 ,11
Wilmington, O................  ” 12
Lancaster, O...................  ”  13
Crooksville, O..................  ”  14
Zanesville, O....................  ”  15’
Dresden, O. __________  ”  16

Slater, W yo..................  Apr. 1
Cheyenne, Wyr>................ ’ 4, 7
Laramie, W yo................. ”  5, 6
Sterling, Colo...........—  ”  8
Haxtum, Colo..................  ”  9
Holyoke, Colo............—  ”  11

Sterling, Colo.........-...Apr,
Alliance, Nefcr. ____  ”
Whitman, Nebr..........  **
liitchfield, Nebr.......... ”
Ravenna, Nebr............  *»
Grand Island, Nebr. .  ”

12
13
14 

15, 16
18
19

B R O TH E R  M. L. HERR B R O TH E R  J. C. W A T T
Danbury, Conn.................Apr. 2
Pittsfield, Mass.................. ”  4
I'ownal, Vt.............- .......  ”  5
Rutland, V t....................   ”  6
Burlington, V t..................  ”  7, 9
Waitsburg, Vt........... — . ”  8

Morrisville, V t............. ....A pr. 11
St. Johnsbury, V t..............  ”  12
Newport, V t.........................  ”  13
Hanover, N. H. .............  »» 14
Wilder, V t..........................   »» 15
Keene, N. H. _________   ”  16

Rockford, 111. — .........Apr. 1-4
Freeport, 111.......................  ” 5
Gratiot, W is.......................  ”  0
Monroe, W is............... —  ”  7
Monticello, Wis. ________ ”  8
Madison, W is........... .........  ”  9

Oshkosh, W is..................  A.pr. 11
Appleton, W is.....................  ”  12
Manitowoc, W is..................  »* 13
Two Rivers, W is.......... .... . ”  14
Green Bay, W is...................  "  15
Black Creek, Wis. ______  ”  16

B R O TH E R  W
Portage La Prairie, Man. Apr. 4
Souris, Man.................Apr. 5
Brandon, Man. _____  ”  6
Butler, Man........... .....  "  7, 8
Wawota, Man........ ......   ”  10,11
Regina, Sask. ..............  ”  12

M. HERSEE
Earl Grey, Sask......... ..Apr. 13,14
Regina, Sask.......... .. .. ”  15 ,16
Moose Jaw, Sask. ..... ”  18
Mossbank, Sask, . ”  19
Mazenod, Sask. .. ”  20
Assin-iboia, Sask. __ .. ”  2 1,2 2

B R O TH E R  J.
Fort Smith, Ark..............Apr. 1, 2
Lamar, Ark. ---------------- ”  4
Russellville, Ark. _____  ”  5 ,6
Havana, Ark. _________  ”  7,8
Danville, Ark. . . . .___ — M 9
Little Rock, A r k .______”  11

B. W ILLIAM S
Roland, Ark. ___________A.pr. 12
Ferndale, Ark. _________  ”  13
Scott, Ark. _____________ »» 14
England, Ark. _________ »* 15
Pine Bluff, Ark.................... ** 16
H ot Springs, Ark. - ... H

B R O TH E R  H
Evansville, Ind.......... ......... Apr. 1
Sullivan, Ind........... .............  ”  2
Dugger, Ind. _____________ ”  4
Linton, Ind. ___________  ”  5
Jasonville, Ind. ---------------   ”  6
Tarre Haute, Ind. . . . . . . . . .  ”  7

S. M U RRAY
New Goshen, Ind. ___Apr. 8

......  r* 9Brazil, Ind............
St. Louis, Mo........ ____ '• 1 1
Springheid, Mo. 
Joplin, Mo..............

......  ”  12

......  ”  13
Wichita, Kans. ...—  ”  14, 15

B R O TH ER
Kewanee, 111. __ ____ Mar. 21
Princeton, 111. ...____  ”  22
Aurora, 111.......... ____  ”  23 ,24
South Bend, Ind. ___  ”  25
Elkhart, Ind........____  »  26
Toledo, O............ ____  ”  28

L. F. ZINK
Danbury, O. Alar. 29. 30
Sandusky, O . ___

l_~ A gr,8|Painesviile, O.
Erie, Pa. '._____ ___ _: : : : :  -  J
Niagara Falls, Ni Y. —  "  u


