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“I will stand upon my watch and will set my foot
upon the Tower, and will watch to see what He will
gay unto me, and what answer I shall make to them
that oppose me’——Habakkuk 2: 1.
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THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

IPBXS Journal is ono of the primc factors or instrumecuis in the system of Lible instruction, or “Seminary Lstension”, now being
presenied an all parits of the civiized world by the Warcu Towinr DIRLE & TRACT SucirTy, chartered A. D. 1854, “For the Fro-
motion of Chrisuan Kuowleuze™. It Dot only serves as a class room where liible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but
alsu s a channel of communication throush which they may be rcached with announcements of the Society’s conventions and of the
comung of its raveling representat:ves, styled “I'ilgrims", and refreshcd with reports of its conventionms.

Our “HBerean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society's published STUDIES most entertainingly arranged, and very
helnful to all who would merit We only honorary degree which the Society uneccords, viz., Verbi Dei Minsster (V. D, M.), which translated
into Iinglish 18 Minister of God's TWord. Qur treatment of the International Sundry School Lessons is specially for the older Libie
stivdents und teachers. Dy some this feature is considered indispensable,

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being 8o generally repudiated
~—redemr'tion throuzh the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave lumself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute) for
all”, (1 Peter 1:19; 1 Tumothy 2:C) Bullding up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthiaps 3: 11-
15; 2 Peter 1:05-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which. . .has
been bid in God, . . . to the intent that now micht be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God”—*which in other ages
wus not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”.—Ephesians 3:5-9, 10.

1t stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest
suhirction to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the boly Scripiures, 1t js thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
hath spoken—aceording to the divine wisdom granted unto us to underst:and his utterances. lta attitude is not dozmatic, but eonfident;
1or we knomw whereof we affirm, treadicg with implicit faith upon the sure promuses of God. 1t is held as a trust, to be uxed only in his
service : lience our decisions relative to what may and what may not appesr in its columns must be aceoruing to our judsment of his
good pleasure. the teachinz of s Word, for the upbuilding of his peopie 1n grace and knowledze. And we not only invite but urge our
1caders to prove all iis utterances LY the infallibie Word to which rejerence is constuntly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

That the church is “the temple of the living Godl”, peculiarly “his workmunship” : that its construction bas been in progress thronghout
the gospel ace—ever since Christ became the world's lledeemer and thie Chief Corner Sione of his temple, throunh which, when
finiskied, God's blessinz shall come “to all people”, and they find access 1o him.—1 Corintbians 3:1¢, 17; Epbesians 2:20-22;
Geunesis 2514 ; Galatians J3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses: and when the
last of these “hving stones”, “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready. the great Masier Workman will brinz all toccther
in the firstr resurrection : and tue temple shull be filled with lus giory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout
the Milieunium.—Iievelation 15:5-8.

That the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grare of God, tasted destb for erery
man.” “a ransora for ail,” and wil be “tuc true hight which lghteth every man that cometh snio she sorld”, “in due time''.——
Heblews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:9, O.

That the hope of the church is that she mav be like her Lord, “sec bim as lie is,” be “partakers of the divine nature’,’ and sharc bis
glory as lns joint-heir.—1 Joun 3:2; Joun 17:24; Rowaus $:17; 2 Yeler 1:4.

Tnat the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of smervice: to develop in herwelf every
grace ; 10 he God's witness to the world ; and to prepure to be kings and jriests in the pext age~~—Lphesiany 4:12; Mulibew 24
14, Revelatiou 1: 6; 20:06.

That the hope for the world hies in the blessings of knowledre and opportunity to be brought to a@ll bv Christ's Millennial kin=dorr, the

restitution of all that was lost In Aduii, 10 ull tne willinz ard obedielt, at the Lands of their Medecuier and Jiis gloribed churck,
when all the willully wicked will be destroved.—Acts 3:19 238, Ismab 33,
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1926 CALENDAR

With pleasure we announce that the 1924 calendar is a
very heautiful design. The picture is printed in five colors
On e side of the picture will be the year text, On the
other side a pad containing the weekly text and the follow-
ing description of the symbolic representation, to wit:

It i< impossible for man to deecribe (ind's kinzdom. lie speaks

throuzh lus crention, which tectities of bis mueesty. (Psahn 10
1-G) Abe great mountamm in the distance, rear f1s hoar, head
above the clouds, svmboheally speaks of the venlv phase of

CGod'= Kinzdom.  Perpetual snow pictures the purity and bol.ess
werenf  The red 1 the maa-t o1 the snow telis of the blowd of
Gl "f beloved Sou, the basis tor the Kipgdom erected for the ben-
¢l ot man

Gl s prophet (Zechariuh 14 :4) gives a beautiful deseription of
tha kinzdomy which may be apphed to the two mountains in the
forezround and to the valley between. 1mo the valley of blessing
the reople will pgather during the Mllienninl reigo and recoive
blessings at the hand of the Lotd.

The castle at the base of the mountain pictures the abode of
tho earthly rcpresentatives of the kingdow, from which orders of
the new government will issue

The stream ot water proceeds from the throne of God and the
trees shall be for the healinz of the people. (Reveiating 22:1;
Amos 5:24; Ismah G1:3; Lzekiel 47:12) The whole curtih shall
be tilled with the glory of the lLord. (llabakkuk 2:14)
a =vmbol] of eternal life. The obedient shall live for ever.
earth peace, good will toward men."”

*1'raise God in his samctuary."—Dsalm 150.

The calendar is approximately 221 x 13 inches. It will he
ready for shipment about December 1st. THE WATCH Towes
will carry a comment throuzbout the yeur on the weck's
text. The calendar will retail at 35¢, and in quantities of
fifcy or more, at 25¢ charges prepald.

MID-WINTER CONVENTIONS

A four Anvs' convention will be held at Tampa, Fiorida,
January 21st to 24th inclusive. This convention will be ad-
dressed by a number of the pligrim brethren, Brother
Rutherford being there on Sunday the 24th.

A four days’ convention will be held at Dallas, Texas,
January 28th to 31st inclusive. A number of the brethren
will address this convention. Brother Rutherford will be
at the convention on the 31st.

Thesc are the only two conventions which the Sociery
1s holding in the South this winter. Seep. 383 for secretaries.

Green is
“On
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GOOD WILL

“Glory ta God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”—Lule 2: 14.

than nineteen centuries ago that the angelic train

from heaven arrived and stood over the modest lit-
tle city of Bethlehem. A band of shepherdmen were
guarding their sheep from unfriendly attacks. They
knew nothing of the coming of this heavenly host; and
when the leading one stood out to announce the birth of
the holy child, these watchers were sore afraid. To allay
their fears that heavenly messenger said to them: “Fear
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people For unto you is born this
day, in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the
Lord” (Luke 2.10,11) From the presence of the
Etfernal God these holy angels had come.

* Nine months before, the Logos had left the self-
same heavenly court, having laid aside his spirit nature
to become the Savior of the world. The special mes-
senger from heaven had made announcement to the
shepherds that the Savior was born; and then the mighty
host with ecstatic joy together sang: “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”
Never before had ears of men heard such wondrous song.
Down through the corridors of the ages its sweet melody
has everberated. Now at the coming of the new day its
meaning is understood more clearly than a. any time
past. That anthem, sung by the hosts or heaven, was
indeed a prophecy; and its meaning to the people must
in due time be understood. That due time is beginning.

® A prophecy is the foretelling of futuie events It is
not intended that men should understand a divine proph-
ecy at the time it is uttered. In God’s due time those of
reverential mind and devout heart shall understand.

¢ The three prominent parts of this prophecy stated
in the order of importance are: (1) The honor, good
name and fame of Jehovah God; (2) peace on earth;
and (3) good will toward men. In every language and
tongue this prophetic message has been read by millions
of people, but few have understood and less have profited
by that understanding. Blessed are they who hear and
understand and heed.

5 The apostles of Jesus preached the message of peace
and salvation, and many have heard and professed to be-
lieve the same. Since the year 800 A. D., even the na-
tions have professed to be Christian nations. Each
Christmas season the preachers have preached some kind

IT WAS in the autumn season, at night time, more

of peace sermon; and the people have in some measure
expressed a little good will toward one another by giv-
ing gifts to each other, particularly to relatives and
friends from whom they expect to receive something in
return. Some of the great financiers on Christmas oc-
casions have loosened up their purse strings a little, and
have given some temporary relief to the poor that they
might receive the plaudits of men. The politicians,
wielding the power to rule, have on such occasions re-
leased some unfortunate ones from prison cclls- and at
these seasons the ecclesiastics have boasted of the great-
ness and generosity of their allies, the commercial and
political factors, while with honeyed words upon their
Iips they have held forth their hands to receive more gifts
from the people. Christmas has been well marked by
hypocrisy. But with these governing factors, the com-
mercial, political and ecclesiastical, the name of God
has not been honored; neither by their combined efforts
has peace come to the people, nor does there now exist
much good will amongst men, one toward another.

¢ Only seven years ago the so-called Christian nations
for a time ceased firing at each other; and when the
smoke of battle lifted, those who had fallen as the re-
sult ot the expressed malice of the governing factors,
were numbered by the millions. The aftermath is even
worse, Millions of widows and orphans remain to mourn
the loss of their beloved ones, who fell because of ill
will amongst men. Malicious hatred amongst men has
increased an hundredfold since the World War, and the
holy name of God has been defamed even more than
prior thereto by the ecclesiastics and others who claim to
represent the Lord.

" Now all the nations called Christian are preparing
for a war more terrible and bitter than ever was before
known. A gruesome cloud appears on the horizon.
From all the leading nationg in the four quarters of
the earth come fleet upon fleet of ajrships bristling with
guns fore and aft, above and bencath, and laden with
bombs filled with poisonous gas and pestilential germs
for the spreading of disease and death. No longer is
malicious hatred or ill will in war limited to the fighting
men aboard battleships and in the trenches, but now the
purpose is to express it against every class in every walk
of life, The women, the old men, the cripples, the in-
firm, the insane, the prisoners behind the bars, the deaf

371
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and dumb, the blind and halt, the defenseless children,
yea, even the babes in the mothers’ arms, are now to be
made the victims of warfare. Killing is no longer to be
confined to the armies facing each other on the battle-
field, but whole cities with their millions of civilian pop-
ulation are to be wiped out in a few hours.

* The people in every nation are being burdened with
taxation to prepare greater instruments of destruction.
Notwithstanding all of this preparation for war the rul-
ing factors have the audacity to tell the people that a
further war is impossible, but that this preparation for
war is nccessary to guarantee peace. The clergy, sup-
porting their allies, big business and big politicians,
prophesy to the people that there is to be no more war,
but that threugh the League of Nations pcace, even
lasting peace, is now assured.

® Jeremiah once prophesied to the people of Israel con-
ecerning the great time of trouble that God had told
should come upon them. The ecclesiastics of that time,
false prophets they were, preached to the people, telling
them that further trouble was impossible, that there was
no danger from the enemy. Of these prophets God said
that they prophesied lies; and because thcy were false
prophets and lied to the people and misled them, God
caused them to die. (Jeremiah 28:1-17; 14:14; 23:25)
These false prophets find their counterpart at the pres-
ent time.

¢ That there is a great and terrible time of trouble
impending and immiediately about to fall is true beyond
a question of a doubt, and there is no power on earth
that can now avert it. Those who prophesy to the peo-
ple that the League of Nations will bring peace, and that
their troubles will cease thereby, are but a counterpart
of the false prophets of Jeremiah’s time; and their
destiny i3 likewise foretold by the prophet. (Jeremiah
25:29-37) In fact the apostle shows us that that which
befell the Jews was but a shadow of what shall befall
Christendom ; and the terrible disaster that came upon
that nation is but a bagatelle compared to what shall
yet befall the governing factors in Satan’s visible em-
pire. The world today stands at the portals of a tribula-
tion such as man has never before known.

11 The birth of Jesus did not bring peace on earth at
that time, nor has there been a time since when com-
plete peace has prevailed in the world. All the preach-
ing that has been done in the name of Jesus has not
brought peace. Addressing his disciples Jesus said:
“Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I
tell you, Nay; but rather division: for from henceforth
there shall be five in one house divided, three against
two, and two against three.” (Luke 12:51,52) By
this it is understood that those who heard and obeyed
his message would be despised by these who rejected it,
and that there would be trouble in the households where
there was such division of opinion. It has been thus.
The truth of God’s great plan has caused the division in
many homes.
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3 Again Jesus said: “And ye shall hear of wars and
rumors of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all
these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.”
(Matthew 24: 6) And this has been true throughout the
entire Gospel Age. Then referring to the end of the age
Jesus said: “For nation shall rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines,
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. Al
these are the beginning of sorrows.”—Matthew 24:7, 8.

GOD OF PEACE

¥ There may seem to be confusion and discord be-
tween the words sung by the angelic host and the words
of Jesus. But could there be a real conflict and incon-
gsistency? The angels were from God and delivered his
message. The Lord Jesus, the Son of God, clothed with
power and authority to represent Jehovah spoke the
truth according to God’s plan. There could be nothing
inconsistent or confusing about Jchovah. “For God is
not the author of confusion, but of peace.” (1 Cor-
inthians 14: 33) How then shall we harmonize the mes-
sage delivered by the angels at the birth of Jesus with the
words of Jesus to his disciples? The words of Jesus
told of the conditions as they were and would be for
some time because of the action of the enemy. The
words delivered by the angels foretold God’s purpose
which in his own due time being carried out will bring
peace on earth and good will toward all men. Before
there could be peace and good will the name of God
must be honored. Before there could be peace Jesus, as
the great executive offiter of Jehovah, must fight for it.

1 The war and troubles of earth are due to the evil
influence of the wicked one, Satan the Devil. The peo-
ples are responsible because they have not kept the law
of God. The governing factors are particularly respon-
sible because they have ignored the Lord and have not
honored his name. All mankind have sinned and come
short. The prophet of God in sorrow cried out: “0 that
thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had
thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the
waves of the sea; thy seed also had been as the sand,
and the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thercof;
his name should not have been cut off nor destroyed
from before me. . . . There is no peace, saith the Lord,
unto the wicked.”—Isaiah 48: 18, 22,

1 The trouble on earth is due to rebellion amongst
the creatures of God, which rebellion includes both men
and angels. This rebellion has brought dishonor to the
name of God. The rebellion must be put down and the
name of the Lord honored before there can be lasting
peace and good will amongst men.

16 From the beginning Geod intended that the earth
should be a part of his universal empire of peace and
good will. He created man in his own image and like-
ness, and gave him dominion over the things of the
earth. God made a covenant with man that he should ex-
ercise dominion over the earth in harmony with the
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Creator’s will. Adam violated the terms of that covenant
by reason of the treachery of his overlord. “But %they,
like men, have transgressed the govenant: there have
they dealt treacherously against me.”—Hosea 6:7.

" God had created Adam perfect and endowed him
with the faculties necessary to enable him to keep the law
of God perfectly. That he might test Adam’s loyalty
and fidelity God placed a restriction on his liberty in the
use of the fruits of Eden. It was God’s garden, and he
might do with it as he saw best. It was a small thing to
ask Adam to rcfrain from eating some of his fruit.
Adam was to use the garden and partake of the fruit,
but he must do it in harmony with the will of God.
Donbtless it was God’s intention in his own good time
to permit Adam to eat of all of the fruits of the garden;
but until that due time God commanded, saying, “Of
every tree of the garden thou maycst freely eat: but of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die.” (Genesis 2:16,17) Adam tried
to run ahcad of God, and got himself into trouble. Every
one since who has tried to get ahead of Jehovah has had
trouble.

18 With power and authority to fill the earth with his
own race in due time, Adam and his wife Eve would
have had a wonderful family, all dwelling together in
peace and prosperity and in good will and happiness.
Their joys would have been boundless. While Adam and
Eve were perfect in organism they were merely children
in experience. They had not grown up amidst trying
conditions. They were created perfect and set down in
a perfect garden.

¥To guide Adam and his posterity in the right way,
to show them how to profit by the experiences that would
come to them, to administer rebukes to them if they
turned in the wrong way, yea, cven to put them to death
if they wilfully vielated God’s law, Lucifer was made
the guardian and overlord of mankind. He was a spirit
being of great power and light, and of course was in-
visible to man; yet he was to be man’s instructor and
guide. He could use visible things through which to
communicate to man and this he did. The serpent was
a subtle beast and served well Lucifer’s purpose. It
was the solemn and sacred duty of Lucifer to guide man
in the way of light, because his nane signifies “light
bearer”.

20 Lycifer was ambitious to have a realm of his own
where he would receive worship even as God is worshiped
by those who loved him. To satisfy that ambition not
only was he willing to resort to deceit and fraud to mis-
lead the human family but he was even willing to be a
traitor to God, to violate his sacred trust and to dis-
honor God’s holy name. Lucifer reasoned that he could
appear a8 the benefactor of man and thereby alienate
man’s love and affection from God and gain the same
for himself. He further reasoned that once gaining con-
trol of man he would control forever the offspring of
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man. By this process of reasoning which fed his wicked
ambition, he had a vision of a time when the earth would
be filled with people all bowing down and worshiping
him. He carried into action his wicked designs. The
result to man was the loss of his perfect home, the loss
of his right to live, and the loss of fellowship with God.

# From Eden until now there has been no real peace
on earth. “Thy first father hath sinned, and thy teachers
have transgressed against me.” (Isaiah 43:27) Lucifer,
Adam’s instructor and overlord, transgressed againat
Jehovah God. Adam sinned, and his wrongful act brought
evil results upon all his offspring, and all were born sin-
ners. (Romans 5:12) Lucifer, the bearer of light, be-
came Satan the Devil, the prince of darkness. Satan the
Devil established his rebellious empire on earth and
men and angels rushed into it.

228erpent is one of the names of the Devil. God de~
clared that from Eden forward there should be enmity
between the serpent and the serpent’s seed on one side,
and all who should be in harmony with God on the other
gide. (Genesis 3:15) From then till now Satan’s en-
mity has been expressed against every one who has taken
the side of Jehovah and who has tried to honor his holy
name. It follows that every one who has the approval
of God must be against the Devil and his empire, and
have no sympathy with it or any part in it.

2 No one can sympathetically or otherwise support the
Devil’s organization and have the approval of God.
That organization is the world. The “world” does not
mean what some of the clergy have tried to make it
appear ; namely, some pastimes or frivolities. It means
the governing factors of this world, made up of the com-
mercial, political and ecclesiastical elements that rule
the people and oppress them and deprive them of their
just rights and privileges. Many who have paraded be-
fore the people as the alleged representatives of God and
his beloved Son have formed a part of this evil world, of
which Satan is god.

24 Most of the time since Eden till now God has had
some on earth who were on his side and who served him
to the best of their ability. Every one of these Satan
would have destroyed if possible. Around such faithful
ones God has thrown his protecting care and to the
enemy he has said: “Touch not mine anointed.”—Psalm
105:15.

% God’s holy prophets were inspired to foretell the
complete fall of Satan’s empire and the establishment of
God’s government of everlasting peace on earth. Some of
these prophets were given a vision of the coming of that
blessed time, and they diligently sought to know the
manner and the time of its coming, but they understood
not. (1 Peter 1:10-12) By faith Abraham saw the day
when the Prince of Peace would reign and bless the
people, and he rejoiced because he saw it.—John 8: 56.

28 Shiloh is one of the titles of the great Mesgiah, the
Anointed One, and means “peaceful one”. The mind
of Jacob was moved upon by the holy spirit of God and
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he wrote: “The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor
a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh ¢ome ; and
unto him shall the gathering of the people be.” (Genesis
49:10) Centuries before this Peaceful One came to
earth the prophet took his position as though he were
standing by the side of the manger in the city of David,
and said: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son i3
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder;
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace.”—Isaiah 9:6,7.

*" The obedient angels of heaven were entrusted with
messages to tell to the earthly representatives of God
before the birth of Jesus. These angels must have known
of God’s purpose to bring peace to earth and good will to
men. Now the time had come for the greatest of all
gvents to transpire. A mighty host of holy and glorious
heavenly creatures was organized and under the com-
mand of their leader winged their way to earth. What a
joyful train and what a blessed mission was theirs as they
carried the message of eternal peace and joy to the mil-
Yions of fallen men! These angels did not iry to run
shead of God; and although clothed with power and
guthority to tell this wondrous message on earth, they
did not know when the time would come for its fulfil-
ment. About this there can be no doubt; for Jesus said
go. (Matthew 24:36) Their joy was in doing Jehovah’s
will. Such is the joy of every dutiful and obedient crea-
ture to Jehovah God.

22 In the fulness of time the holy child grew to man-
hood’s estate and entered upon the performance of hig
divinely-given commission. Could he be at peace with
Satan, the traitor and oppressor of man? Satan, as the
god of this evil world, offered to compromise with Jesus
when he offered him the rulership of the evil world,
which offer Jesus spurned. (Luke 4: 6-8) The beloved
8on of God refused to be misled or to be purchased by
flattery or by fame. A similar temptation was presented
to the clergy and they quickly fell. Jesus came to earth
to glorify his Father’s name and to do this by joyfully
doing the will of God. He came to destroy Satan’s em-
pire and the evil works thereof and then to establish
peace on earth in God’s due time.—1 John 3: 8.

2% But some may ask: Why did not Jesus destroy the
Devil and set up God’s kingdom at once? This he could
have done, but it would not have established peace on
earth nor good will toward men. The human race was
then terribly degraded by reason of sin and the works of
the evil one. God’s loving provision was that the human
race must be redeemed first, the kingdom of righteous-
ness established, the human race afforded a full oppor-
tunity for restoration, and then the Devil should be
destroyed.

% To accomplish Jehovah’s purpose it was necessary
for Jesus to partake of flesh and blood and then to die,
that he through death might destroy him that hath the
power of death; namely, the Devil. (Hebrews 2:14)
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A perfect man had sinned, and a perfect human being
must voluntarily die in order that Adam might be legal-
ly released from the judgment of death and that his
offspring might profit thereby.

*t The Devil and his wicked angels were bent on the
destruction of Jesus in order that they might have the
undisputed control of the human race. Had the Devil
and the other princes of his empire understood the plan
of God they would not have killed the Lord Jesus and
thereby have defeated their evil purposes. (1 Corinthians
2:8) God permitted the evil one to go the full extent of
his wickedness in killing Jesus; and then by raising
Jesus out of death God caused the wrath of the evil one
to work out to his own praise—Romans 14:9,

82 Tt was the will of God that Jesus should die; there-
fore Jesus came not to be ministered unto but to give his
life a ransom for mankind, that man might have life.
(Matthew 20:28; John 10:10) When God had raised
his beloved Son out of death he exalted him above all
others and gave him a name above every other name in
order that in due time every knee shall bow and every
tongue shall confess that Jesus is the Christ, to the glory
of God. Everything that Jesus did when on earth was to
the glory of God. Everything that he will do in the ages
to come will be to the glory of his Father. Jesus Christ,
having triumphed over death and the grave and having
been exalted to the highest place in heaven, received the
command from God to sit down at his right hand until
Jehovah made his enemies his footstool. (Psalm 110: 1)
This must be done before there can be peace on earth
and good will toward men.

THE INTERIM

2 During the past eighteen centuries and more, God
has made no effort to convert the world, as the clergy
would have the people believe. On the contrary God has
been taking out from amongst the nations “a people
for his name”, which people are to be associated with
Christ Jesus in his great work. (Acts 15: 14-18 ; Romans
8:16,17) These are they who, trusting in the merit of
Jesus’ sacrifice, consecrate themselves unreservedly to do
the will of God. To such the Lord gave instructions to
pray: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as
it is in heaven.” Neither the followers mnor the pro-
fessed followers of Jesus were instructed to set up the
kingdom of God, but on the contrary were commanded
to await the Lord’s coming and the Father’s due time
when his great work should be done in his own good way.
The clergy have tried to run ahead of God and set up the
kingdom before the time.

8 During this time of selection of the members of the
royal family of heaven there has been no peace on earth,
but the very reverse. Brother has been against brother,
father against son and son against father, because all
the consecrated and faithful followers of Jesus have been
oppressed by others under the control of Satan. Satan
hates the truth and every one who follows the truth, and
therefore he induces all who are under his control to
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oppose the truth. Therefore we see s fulfilment of the
words of Jesus: “Suppose ye that 1 am come to give
peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division.”—
Luke 12: 51.

* Many who have preached in the name of Christ, and
professed to be his followers, will not be of his kingdom.
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 7:
21) 1t is the will of God that those who will be with
Jesus in his kingdom must follow in his footsteps. (1
Peter 2: 21) Many of his professed followers have come
far short of that. When Jesus was on earth he refused
to have any part in the politics of this world. He said,
“AMy kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were
of thiz world, then would my servants fight, that 1
ghould not be dclivered to the Jews.” (John 18:36)
Vhy would he say that? Because Satan is the god of
this evil world, directing the affairs of the nations of the
world~-2 Corinthians 4: 3, 6: John 12: 31

% The clergy, both Catholic and Protestant, while
claiming to represent the Lord, instead of following his
example and following in his footsteps have said: We
will become a part of the world ; we must bring the poli-
ticians and financial giants into the church that we may
sct up the kingdom of God on earth. Not only have they
failed to follow im- the footsteps of Jesus, but they have
also ignored the plain statement of the Word of God:
‘Keep yourselves unspotted from the world’ (James 1:
27) The clergy, ignoring this, have said by word and by
action: We must mix up with the world and bring the
world into our church and convert the world; we must
be friends of the world and have the world for our
friend. “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not
that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?
whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of God.” (James 4:4) Jesus not only refused to
mix up with the world, but he declined even to attempt
to reform the world.

37 The clergy have entirely missed this pointed state-
ment. They have attempted to reform the world by
fashioning the world to their own ends; for example, in
the enactment of a prohibition law which is a farce and
& means for greater wickedness in the land. Every true
child of God should see to it that he follows the course
which Jesus blazed out, and keeps himself unspotted from
the world. For a Christian to support the world, by his
efforts even sympathetically in his mind means to
receive the mark of the beast in his forehead or in his
hand. The Christian therefore should see to it that he
holds himself aloof from the world in order that he
might be a faithful and true witness that Jehovah is God,
that Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of lords, and
that the kingdom of heaven is the only means whereby
the people can be relieved from their ills and the only
means whereby lasting peace and good will can be estab-
lished amongst men.
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 The great and wonderful time has come. The Lord
Jesus, the King of glory, true to his promise and to his
Father’s plan, has returned. He has come to his templa.
He has placed on guard there his faithful ones, the
representatives of righteousness. Why then the great
turmoil ou earth? Why did the great World War come
in 1914, and why do still greater woes confront the na-
tions of earth? Because with the coming of 1914 came
the end of the Gentile times and the end of the time
when Satan is to be the god of this world, ruling without
interference. It marked the time of the coming of him
whose right it is to rule, the great Prince of Peace.
That was the time for the Lord Jesus Christ, in harmony
with Ged’s will, to take his power and begin his reign;
hence the nations became angry. (Revelation 11:17, 18)
The prophecy sung by the angelic host began in 1914 to
have its fulfilment, and the first part thereof is to glorify
God.

HIS NAME

* The clergy claim to be the representatives of God.
Yet not only have they failed to honor his uame, but they
dishonor it. Having joined hands with the other parts
of Satan’s empire and become worshipers at his shrine
they must take the consequences along with the others
of Satan’s subjects. Now the time has come for God te
express his wrath against the nations of earth under the
control of Satan.—Revelation 11:18.

*° The world, particularly the governing factors of the
nations, have pushed the name of God aside. Now the
time is come when God will make for himself a name in
the earth. This he will do by his right arm; to wit,
Jesus Christ his beloved Son. To him God has said:
“Thou art a priest fof ever after the order of Melchize-
dek.” (Psalm 110:4) This means that Christ Jesus,
the King of glory, is the executive officer of the divine
plan. To his beloved Son, who for centuries past has
waited for God’s due time to act, the heavenly Father
now says: “Rule thou in the midst of thine enemies.”
(Psalm 110:2) “Thou shalt break them with a rod
of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s
vessel.”—Psalm 2: 9.

“ Now Satan and his evil allies are gathering all
their forces for the great and final conflict. It is the
battle of God Almighty. (Revelation 16:13-16) It is
“the great and terrible day of the Lord”. (Joel 2:31)
In that fight the Lord God will make for himself a name,
that the peoples and nations of earth may know that he
is God; and then they will appreciate the song that the
angels sang: “Glory to God in the highest!” “Be still,
and know that I am God; I will be exaited among the
nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”—Psalm 46: 10.

PEACE ON EARTH
“* There can be no peace on earth so long as Satan is
in control of the affairs of men. Satan has now been cast
out of heaven, and sees that his power on earth is in
jeopardy. (Revelation 12:12) The vicious beast of
Rome served his purposes in the past. Now he brings
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forth the image of the beast in the form of the League
of Nations. But “he that sitteth in the heavens shall
laugh ; the Lord shall have thém in derision”. (Psalm
2:4) We may not be surprised to hear in the near future
the prophets of Satan saying more loudly than ever be-
fore: “‘Peace and safety’; then sudden destruction
cometh upon them.”—1 Thessalonians 5: 3.

2 N power aside from Jehovah’s can now avert Arma-
geddon, and he will not. The Devil’s organization must
fall to make way for the kingdom of righteousness. God’s
prophet, describing the great and terrible day of the Lord
and the waves of that trouble dashing to pieces Satan’s
institution, says: “They mount up to the heaven, they
go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because
of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a
drunken man, and are at their wits’ end. Then they
ery unto the Lord in their trouble, and he bringeth them
out of their distress.”—Psalm 107: 26-28.

¢ The great tribulation will so humble the hearts of
men that they will cry unto the Lord and he will lift
them up and establish peace, lasting peace, on earth.
“He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth;
he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder;
ke burneth the chariot in the fire.” (Psalm 46:9) But
Jesus has declared that this shall be the last trouble;
and then with the Lord’s kingdom established “nation
shall not 1ift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more”. The Prince of Peace in charge,
and with the government upon his shoulder, there shall
be no end of peace. Then shall the people be led forth
with peace and they shall rejoice and be glad.—Isa. 55:12.

GOOD WILL

45 At the time of the birth of Jesus there was little
good will toward men expressed. A similar condition
exists today. Selfishness predominates and controls the
thoughts and actions of men. Selfishness and good will
do not harmonize. Good will means that one’s purpose
toward another is for good; that he desires to see his
fellow man blessed with goodness, peace, prosperity and
takes a keen delight in doing anything that will result
in good to his neighbor.

4 The commercial, political and ecclesiastical interests
of the world are exceedingly selfish. The profiteers rob
and oppress the people; the politicians work out their
own selfish schemes against the interest of the people;
while the clergy teach false doctrines and cooperate with
their allies to deceive and mislead the people and keep
them in subjection and turn their minds away from God.
These three elements are the governing factors which rule
the people, and these are the active agents of Satan’s visible
empire, Their influence is not for good but for evil.
By example at least they teach the laboring man to de-
fraud his employer. They teach the employe of the gov-
ernment to rob the mails. They stir up strife, hatred and
il will, leading men to evil deeds toward each other.

7 But are there no peoples of good will now on earth?
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Yes; there are some, but they are in the minority. The
truly consecrated and anointed child of God of necessity
must be a person of good will; otherwise he could not
please God. It is his privilege to do good unto all as he
has opportunity and especially to the household of faith,
and having the spirit of the Lord he delights so to do.
But the Devil opposes these. There are others who are
consecrated to the Lord and who have a desire to serve
him but who because of fear fail to take their stand on
the side of the Lord. There are still millions of others
who have an honest desire to see peace, prosperity and
happiness amongst the people, but they have been so
long misled and mistaught that they are in confusion
and know not which course to take. These have a desire
for better conditions but find no way to express it.

8 Now the time has come for the anointed of the Lord
to lift up the standard of the Lord for such people and
to aid and comfort and strengthen them that they may
see the right way and rally to it. The King is here and
has begun his reign, and soon the people must take
gides either for evil or for good. The great battle of
Armageddon is approaching. Those of honest heart,
who therefore possess a measure of good will, should be
advised of God’s plan that they may take the right
course. It is the privilege of the anointed ones to point
all such to the kingdom, to remove from the minds of
such people the false doctrines taught them by men and
to aid them to see the way of holiness and righteousness.
The people must learn righteousness, but they will not
learn it unaided. When the judgments of the Lord are
in the earth, then will the inhabitants learn righteous-
ness.—Isaiah 26:9.

4 The prophecy sung by the angels at the birth of
Jesus is now beginning to have its fulfilment. The first
part of that prophecy is to honor and glorify the name
of Jehovah. That will be done in the great time of
trouble which is impending. The next step is the estah-
lishment of everlasting peace, and this will be done when
Satan is restrained. The next is good will toward men.
It is the privilege of the Christians to see this order now,
to profit by it, to take their stand unequivocally on the
side of the Lord and to have always in mind the words
of Jehovah: ‘Ye are my witnesses that I am God.
(Isaiah 43:10,11) Christians must learn to be the trua
and faithful witnesses of the Lord. There never has been
such an important time for this to be done as now.

80 Christians can have no sympathy with or part in
the Devil’s organization. As representatives of the Lord
it is now their privilege to comfort those that mourn by
pointing them to Zion, the organization of God, that
they may learn that out of Zion shall come the Deliverer.
Praise God, the day of deliverance is at hand when not
only the church shall enter the fulness of joy but the
people may begin to see some of the blessed things which
God has in reservation for them and which he purchased
by the blood of his beloved Son, whose birth the angels
announced long centuries agol
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QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

To whom and by whom was the announcement of Jesus’
birth first made? Quote the words of the announcer and
of the accompanying angelic chorus. Were these phrases
understood by the shepherds of Bethlehem or by Chris-
tians throughout the Gospel Age? § 1,2

What is prophecy? Is divine prophecy intended to be under-
stood at the time it is first given? What are the three
parts of this prophetic anthem of the angels? T 3,4.

How has the Christmas season long been marked by hy-
pocrisy? Which spirit now prevails amongst men, that of
good will or of malice? { 5, 6.

Are the so-called Christian nations now preparing for peace
and good will? Why are their present war-plans more
wicked than heretofore? { 7,S8.

How were Jeremial’s prophecies of coming wrath received
by the ecclesiustics of his time? Do we find a parallel
today? ¥ 9, 10.

What did Jesus mean when he said that he came not to
give peace on earth but division? Is his statement a
contradiction of the angels’ message at the time of his
birth? Was peace to be established gradually throughout
the Gospel Age? § 11-13, 34.

Who are responsible for the present time of trouble? § 14, 15.

Did Jehovah intend that Adam and his posterity should
dwell on earth in peace? If so, why has man’s experience
been otherwise? § 16-18.

‘What was Lucifer’s commission with respeet to mankind?
}Vhat did his name signify? Why did he violate his trust?

19, 20.

What has been the result of Satan’s rebellion? 7 21.

‘Who are meant by “the serpent” and “his seed”, and who
were expected to be at enmity with them? What con-
stitutes friendship with the world? § 22,23,

Has Jehovah usually had some loyal subjects on earth since
the fall in Eden? How has he exercised his care toward
those who serve him? Have all such had an abiding
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faith that a Prince of Peace would eventually come and
triumph over Satan’s empire? 1 24, 25.

Wheat is the meariing of the title Shiloh, and what did
Jacob prophesy relative thereto? Quote Isaiah’s prophecy
concerning the coming of the Prince of Peace. { 26.

Did the holy angels know that God had a plan by which
peace on earth would eventually be established? Did they
know when that blessed time would come? { 27.

What temptation did Satan place before Jesus? Has he
presented similar temptations to others, and with what
result? Why did not Jesus destroy the Devil? Would not
that have brought peace to earth? { 28, 29,

How alone could peace be guaranteed to humanity? Would
Satan have caused the death of Jesus had he understood
God’s plan concerning the ransom? § 30-32.

Did the Lord commission his followers to convert the world
or to set up his kingdowm? ¥ 33.

Why should not Christians participate in politics and re-
form movements? { 33-37.

If the Prince of Peace is now present, why the recent World
War and subsequeut turmoil? 38,

‘Will those who persist in dishonoring God’s name be shielded
by the Lord at this time? How will Jehovah make for
himself a name in the earth today? § 39-41.

What agencies has Satan specially employed to perpetuate
his power in the earth? Can his schemes succeed? Will
?rmageddon result in a blessing to the world? If 8o, how?

42-44,

‘What is good will? What are the three controlling factors of

%his world, and what is the dominant motive of each?
45, 46,

Are there any people now on earth who have good will
toward men? If so, who are they, and what is their
present privilege and duty? § 47. 48,

Is any part of the anthem sung by the angels at Jesus’
birth now in process of fulfilment? What must be our
course as representatives and wiwesses for the Lord?
{ 49, 50.

FIVE MEN BELIEVE ON JESUS

——JANUARY 10—JoBN 1:19-51—
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”—John 1: 29.

ginning of the ministry of Jesus by telling of

the DBaptist’s reply to some priests and Levites
who were sent to him from the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem
to put to him the question, “Who art thou?” John had
stirred the whole of Jewry, and they wondered whether
or not he was the Messiah. (See Luke 3:15.) He had
made no more claim for himself than that he was a mes-
genger ; and the people could not understand, for a man
who had a message which could move a whole people
might be expected to talk more about himself than John
did. The deputation asked John if he was the Christ,and
John confessed ; that is, he witnessed to them, saying,
“I am not the Christ.”

2 No doubt Satan made this a time of temptation to
John; for the Jews would have accepted him as a great
reformer and would have made much of him, had he
rested in his own work. But not for a moment would he
deny his mission ; he was the herald of one who was com-
ing and was only a voice. No truer man ever lived ; none
more faithful than he, His unswerving loyalty to God

THE Apostle John continues his account of the be-

and to his work preserved him at this time when he had
opportunity of enjoying a season of popularity.

® When John the Baptist had definitely said that he
was not the Christ but was his herald (John 3:23) he
was asked: “Art thou Elijah ?” and he said: “I am not.”
“Art thou that prophet?” (See Deuteronomy 18:18.)
He said: “No.” They could not place him. There is
no contradiction between Jesus and John as to his be-
ing Elijah. John denied that he was Elijah returned to
earth; Jesus said that John was doing the Elijah work
which fulfilled prophecy. Probably John did not know
he was in a measure fulfilling the type of Elijah.
(Matthew 11:14) But John showed that he was ful-
filling a prophecy. He said: “I am the voice of one
crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the
Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.”—John 1:23.

¢ They now asked John why he baptized if he was not
the Messiah, nor the Elijah they expected, nor “that
prophet” that should come. The Messiah would have the
right to order things new to Isracl, but why should he?
Jobn did not answer them, but affirmed that the one
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for whom he was herald had already made his ap-
pearance, though they had not recognized him. John
said that he was unworthy to unloose the shoe latchet of
that One soon to be made manifest to Israel. It was
more important that they should turn their attention to
him for whom John was herald than stop to discuss
points with him. John had no time to waste on them.
John’s attitude toward these men, and toward Jesus
at his baptism, reveals a lowliness and nobility of mind
altogether exemplary. Had he taken the opportunity
which then presented itself when this deputation waited
on him he would have gone back with them to Jeru-
salem, and for a time would easily have been the most
flattered man in Tsrael.

*It was the day after this witness that John saw
Jesus the second time. Immediately after his immersion
Jesus had left the place where John was immersing, and
led of the spirit had gone south into the wilderness of
Judea, where for six weeks “he was with the wild beasts”
and was tempted of the Devil. Now he had come forth
to begin his ministry. He began it by going near to
where John was baptizing, not to ask John for his best
disciples from whom he might choose some to be with
him, but to put himself in such a place that John could
bear testimony to him.

¢ When John saw him, without a moment’s delay he
pointed to Jesus and cried out: “Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world. This is
Ye of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is

referred before me: for he was before me.” (John 1:
£9,30) At Jesus’ baptism John knew that Jesus was
the one who had come from heaven to dwell on earth,
but now said he did not previously know who it was who
should be made manifest to Israel. It was in order that
{his manifestation might be made that he had been sent
40 baptize.

" Though John would not tell the Pharisees’ mes-
sengers the inner reason of his mission, he now relates
%o his disciples why he was sent and how he came to
Ynow that Jesus was the one for whom he was herald.
as soon as Jesus was baptized John had seen the holy
spirit in the form of a dove descend upon Jesus, and
a manifestation was to be the sign given him by which
he might know the Messiah. John was not told how the
spirit would be manifested ; he only knew it would de-
scend and remain upon the One thus marked out. It
was his ready mind and his faith which enabled him to
perceive the fulfilment in the form of a dove, which he
saw. Though John would not tell this to the Pharisees
who asked the previous day, it was necessary to explain
to his disciples why God had sent him to baptize.

® John had already declared that the One for whom
he was a messenger would baptize his disciples with the
holy spirit. This fact could not be gained from John’s
study of the Secriptures; there is none which had de-
clared that. It must be that when John received his
commission to baptize he was told not only of a special
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One whom his baptism should discover, but that his
baptism by water was symbolic of a baptism into the
holy spirit, which was to come by the Christ. The bless-
ing of the holy spirit promised to Israel which would
enable a man to know the will of Ged and to do it was
about to come to Israel.

* God had spoken by the prophets of pouring his spirit
on the people, but there had been no revelation of g
purpose to immerse them in the holy spirit. There is no
reason for thinking that John knew more than the fact;
its meaning he could not understand, for he was not
privileged to share in that great blessing.—Matt, 11: 11,

1° John avowed that Jesus was the Son of God. He
would know of the miraculous birth of his cousin. He
knew of Jesus’ purity and that he had no need as others
had to go to John for baptism signifying repentance.
He says: “I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of
God.” (John 1:34) The next day John was standing
with two of his disciples, evidently in expectation—for
the standing of a busy man is as important as action;
and Jesus again passed by. And John said to them:
“Behold the Lamb of Godl” The two left John and
followed Jesus.

** John’s position in relation to the Lord was unique.
He spoke of himself as the friend of the Bridegrcom.
If John was the voice heralding the coming messenger
of the covenant, he was also the friend of the Bride-
groom, introducing him to his bride; and John began to
do this when he pointed his disciples to Jesus. His joy
as the friend of the Bridegroom began then, when he
saw some of his best loved disciples leaving him and find-
ing their way to the One who was to be as bridegroom
to their heart.

*2 But John’s work so great, and his faith so strong,
giving him courage to declare that the coming One was
already present, has its comparison in the present proc-
lamation of the second presence, the return of our
Lord. It was no easy thing for Pastor Russell to declare
that the Lord returned in A. D. 1874, nor that civiliza-
tion would fell abruptly from the height to which it was
climbing, and that there should result utter and absolute
chaos in its collapse. Nor has it been easy for the true
followers of the Lord to continue to declare these things
in the face of bitter opposition and scornful unbelief.
But they are as confident as John was; and if they have
not had such & manifestation as he had, they have that
which is better still—the self-revelation of the proph-
ecies, confirmed by the signs of the times, and at the
set time according to the Bible’s own chronology.—
Daniel 12:9, 10.

12 The next portion of the first chapter of John’s Gos-
pel is concerned with the account of five men, the first
who came in contact with Jesus, and all of whom were
later chosen to be apostles. This is a most remarkable
occurrence and shows divine order and supervision. They
were disciples of John, or closely associated with him,
end therefore were in harmony with him in his work
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for God. John himself is not included ; his work was to
be a pointer to others. If God had something better for
the disciples of John than for John himself it is God’s
prerogative. John will have life in abundance on his
own plane, and will have his measure and fulness of
joy. He will have no desire unsatisfied; he will never
suffer chagrin because Jesus is higher than he, nor be-
cause it pleased God to cause some of his disciples to
enter into the glory of Jesus.

14 The simple record of how these five men became
joined to the Lord has power in its simplicity. They
show a degree of faith which stimulates, and which dis-
closes both that they had been well taught of John and
that they were good disciples. John and Andrew were
the first two who followed the Lord. They spent some
time with him and saw his beauty ; they were convinced
that he was the One who should come of whom John
spoke. Andrew went away to find his brother Peter, and
teld him that they had found the Messiah. A little later
Jesus found Philip; in turn Philip went and sought out
Nathanael and told him they had found him of whom
Moses in the law, and the prophets wrote—John 1: 45.

* These men paid no attention to the great teachers
of Judaism. They perceived that what John taught had
life in it; they were confident he carried God’s messaze.
Their faith was rewarded ; for despite all that they had
been taught to expect about the Messiah as being a
great and noted One, they believed that Jesus of Nazareth
was he.

18 These men showed that they were capable of be-
ing used for the purpose of carrying the message of
God; and in the providence of God they were linked with
Jesus. Their qualifications according to received stan-
dards were meager. But the Lord saw in them that
which God had noted; namely, an earnest disposition
of heart, and a strength which would enable them to
grasp opportunities, as well as sense to set aside things
which did not matter.

17 Here clearly is a lesson for us. The servants of the
Lord do not need that which the world calls education
in order to render him efficient service. God has never
chosen for service carelessly ignorant men, nor kept those
who neglect to try to increase their proficiency. The
majority of those who pass through educational colleges
leave those institutions ignorant of the great issues and
true values of the things of life, and this seems par-
ticularly true of those who are trained in theological in-
stitutions. These men are not so valuable to humanity
as the man who has trained himself to observe the things
which matter, and who seeks to increase his capacity
for thinking and walking aright.
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1 The wisdom gathered fn human storehouses does
not of itself lead 2 man nearer to God mor to helpful-
ness to his fellow men. Men of ordinary ability who de-
sire to know God and do his will are more likely to be
free from prejudice and pride than the so-called ed-
ucated. Peter and others who were fishermen were made
fishers of men; that is, their eraftsmanship was to be
used to deal with greater things.

* Paul seems to be an exception, but it was his zeal
which enabled God to take him before prejudice had
crusted his mind. Every man called to scrve the Lord
is in duty bound to seek to increase his ability to serve.
And whoever is begotten of the holy spirit needs to watch
himself to see that he makes the best of his oppor-
tunities; for there is ever temptation to sit down be-
gide any point of advantage gained. There is always
danger lest one having received a pound or a talent
make no increase for his Master by its means. Those
who have gained their desire in something often seek to
enjoy it, forgetting that what has been gained should
be a stepping stone to higher and greater things.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

How did the leaders of the Jews regard John the Baptist?
What temptation did Satan place before him? How did
the Baptist manifest his modesty? 1 1, 2.

What further questions were propounded to John? Did his
denial that he was Elijah contradict Jesus’ testimony con-
cerning him in Matthew 11:14? Explain. { 3.

What was John’s answer to the query concerning his bap-
tism? What does his attitude in these matters reveal? { 4.

Why did Jesus begin his ministry near the place whera
John was baptizing? What did John say when he learned
of this? 7 5,6.

What evidences of Jesus' messiahship did John the Baptist
possess? 1 7, 10.

John’s baptism was symbolic of what? Did he understand
its meaning? § 8, 9.

How was John’s relation to our Lord unique? What was hig
attitude as he saw his own disciples leaving to follow
Jesus? How does his spirit contrast with that of the
clergy of his time and since? § 11.

What resemblance is there between John'’s message andg
ours? { 12.

‘Who were the five disciples of John mentioned in this
chapter who became the first to follow the Master? Did
John himself come into membership in Christ? If not,
why? § 13.

Who were the first two to follow Jesus? Who next be-
came his disciples? Did these require his endorsement by
the great teachers and rulers? 1 14, 15.

What qualities did these men possess that led to their be-
ing chosen by Jesus as his apostles? { 16.

What lesson may we learn from the experiences of these
f&ve men? Does worldly wisdom lead men to the Lord?

17, 18.

How is St. Paul an exception to the rule in this respect?
What is the duty of each one called to serve the Lord?
What temptation besets every Christian? § 19.

AN INADVERTENT OMISSION

Drsrx BRETHEREN

We have been notified by our Liverpool brethren that
the Liverpool Church Memorial figures are not in the
‘WarcH Tower list,and on looking through we do not find
them, Our report, sent on May 19th, gave the Liverpool

fizure at the bottom of the supplementary list. There wera
857 participants there this year. The friends state that
they will be pleased if this can be imserted.

With warm love in the Lord,

Warca Towes B. & T. SoCIETY, British RBramch,



JESUS AND NICODEMUS

~——JANUARY 17—JoBN 3:5-17T——

“God so loved the world, that ke gave his only begotten Son, that whosvever believeth on him should not perish, but
have eternal life”—Johm 3:16. B. V.

FTER the five men (John, Andrew, Peter, Philip,
and Nathaniel) who first met Jesus, the next
named by John is Nicodemus, a ruler of the

Jews. The many references to the Jews in John’s Gos-
pel show a purpose to record the attitude of the Jews
to Jesus; but John does not refer so much to the peo-
ple as to their leaders—the scribes and Pharisees, the
Sadducees, the lawyers, the chief priests, and the elders.
John’s record of the Baptist’s encounter with their
deputation discloses their knowledge and responsibility.
Without doubt Satan then tempted John ; he would have
destroyed him even as he sought to destroy Jesus.

? John now tells of Jesus’ return to Jerusalem and of
his cleansing the temple. This act, apparently the first
of his ministry in Jerusalem, greatly stirred these peo-
ple. It was an unheard of thing in Israel that any man
should have the témerity to interfere in so daring and
outrageous & manner with their customs and regula-
tions, and show such disregard to the rulers of the
synagogues. But it would give courage to those who
were inclined to believe on Jesus; and it made some, like
this man Nicodemus, realize that Jesus could not do
these things unless God were with him.—John 3: 2.

3 Nicodemus, who comes twice into John’s narrative,
but who is never mentioned elsewhere, being a ruler of
the Jews was therefore a member of the Sanhedrin.
Lacking the courage of earnest inquiry and of decision,
he went to Jesus by night. Yet he had more courage
than some, and Jesus did not blame him for going under
cover of the darkness. But Jesus did not meet the in-
quirer on his own ground. The questioner would have
bad the Lord explain things to him for his satisfaction.
Jesus was ready to impart knowledge, but was not ready
to be at the disposal of a man who lacked both courage
and sufficient meditation on the things of God. No
teacher ought to be expected to give his time to any
chance inquirer. His time and service belong to the
many ; in any case his time must be at his own disposal.

¢ So, in answer to the first remark of Nicodemus in-
tended to lead to questions, Jesus made him face the
facts which God had presented to Israel by John and
now by himself. Jesus would talk about the kingdom of
God, but he declared that what he had to say about it
could not be understood unless by the aid of the spirit
of God. This was a new thing. Jesus further said that
it is only as a man is born from above that these things
ean be understood.

8 Nicodemus, whose mind was, of course, purely hu-
man and natural in all its conceptions, was set back.
That an Israelite should need a new birth, some ex-
traordinary happening in his life, before he could un-
derstand the kingdom of God which for so long had been

the expectation of Israel, was too much for him ; and he
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could not rise beyond the erude conception of a man be-
ing born again according to nature. Jesus made no at-
tempt to explain except by saying that the birth of the
spirit was as real as the power of the wind, which could
not be seen but which was felt and heard, and was like
it in that no human power could control it or tell where
it would next be felt.

¢ Nicodemus could not understand, and Jesus pointed
out the reason why: He and those whom he in some
measure represented did not belicve the things which
their Scriptures had revealed, and therefore were un-
prepared to understand God’s present works. They had
refused John; they had refused the work which Jesus
had already done, and of which Nicodemus had testified.
How then counld they expect to receive greater things
from God when they had neglected the lesser things?
What Nicodemus should have done was to act on what
light had come to him.

" No man may consider that he has a claim on God
for more light unless he has made full use of that al-
ready received. The faithful servant will find that the
Lord will lead him in the way of life, and light will
chine on his pathway as he seeks to serve God. In other
words, he who seeks to serve God walks in the light; he
is never in the dark. See 1 John 1:6, 7.

® But though Nicodemus was not a man who would
make & disciple whom a teacher would desire to have,
Jesus spoke to him some of the most precious truths which
he had to reveal, and which are amongst the best known of
all his sayings. It was to him first that Jesus openly said
that he had come from heaven ; to him also, that he, theSon
of man, should be lifted up as Moses lifted up the ser-
pent in the wilderness, “that whosoever believeth on him
should not perish, but have eternal life.” And it was
to Nicodemus that Jesus spoke those few words which
gave so clear and full a statement of the purposes of
God through Jesus: “God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”—
John 3:186.

® Nicodemus would nat understand the import of all
these words of Jesus; but the intimation that everlast-
ing life could be gained only by reeeiving it through ac-
ceptance of Jesus would be plain. Probably he wondered
why Jesus used a simile about himself which compared
him to the brazen serpent; if Jesus had meant he was
to be exalted, he could surely have expressed himself by
saying that he should be lifted up as a beacon light in
the darkness of the world.

1° We know why the simile was used. It was because
this Son of man who was the Son of God, a man full of
grace and truth, was to be treated as a sin-bearer, and as
such be lifted up before all men, that it might be known
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that he was not only the light of life, but God’s true
sacrifice offered for humanity, a sin-offering, the ome
upon whom the sin of the world should be laid, that full
atonement might be made. “Who his own self bare our
sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead
to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes
ye were healed.”—1 Peter 2: 24.

* Here in the Golden Text is the gospel so full and
free. The Father is the deep sweet well of love. He gave
his only begotten Son, to be the channel through which
the love of God flows out to the world. “Whosoever be-
teveth on him” is the action by which one goes to that
full flowing channel of love, and drinks vmto everlast-
ing life.

12 'These gracieus words which epitomize the gospel
of the praee of God have been lerribly misused. “Evan-
gelistie” preaching of the gospel has become synonymous
with deelaraticns of fiery judgments of God and of his
purpese to condemn and destroy the world. The light
of the knowledae of the glory of God now shines in the
face of Jesus Christ; and the deliverance to be effected
by the kingdom is clearly seen.

13 Jesus said that Geod did rot send his Son into the
world to condemn it; it was eindemned already. It is
true that the lizht which God sent into the werld by
Jesus rather proved that the world was in darkmess thon
that it became his light of life. It is also true that the
light of the second presenee proves the same thing. Yet
God sent his Son to save the world. The light is first
a test; if received it i8 a sure guide to the will of God.
It is yet to be as a city set on a hill; it is to be made as
the sun to lighten all the earth, so that the knowledge
of the will of God and his purposes and his claim upon
every man will be known by all. Jesus is God’s savior
of mankind. God sent his Son to reveal his gracious
purposes and to tell men of his care and love.

3 The inability ef Nicoderrus to understand what
Jesus was saying has a elose comparison in the ignorance
of the leaders of Christendom of this day of his second
presence. Because Jesus spoke cf a new birth these must
do so. But experience proves that, with a few exceptions,
they are as ignorant as the Jew was. To most of the
clergy the new birth, if it is at all mentioned, means lit-
tle more than a resolve to lead a charitable or kindly life
and to turn from self-indulgence. Since the days of the
Wesleys and Whitefield there have been those who have
sought for a convulsion of feeling termed conversion as
a sign that one has been born again.

** These have claimed the conversion of Saul of
Tarsus, so quick, so radical, as Scriptural support.
Wesley’s conversions were accompanied by “spiritual”
phenomena which were certainly produced by demons,
snd which were entirely without Scriptural warrant. An
effort of the will may bring a man to determine to do
the will of God more perfectly, but no human effort or
psvchological convulsion ean change nature. Paul’s con-
version and this psychological convulsien sought by evan-
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gelists are poles apart. True conversion is an act of the
will coupled with faith based on knowledge, a change of
mind and of purpose which leads to a change of heart.
Sinee the days of Jesus and of Pentecost consecration and
justifieation have been sccompanied on the part of God
by the blessing of the holy spirit which has started a new
life which will find its consummation in spirit life in
heaven, in the likeness of God and of Christ.

1¢ The new birth of which Jesus spoke, and which en-
ables a man to see and to enter into the kingdom of
God, is wrought by the blessing of God’s holy spirit.
It is not of man. It can no more be gained by man’s
effort than the wind can be caused to blow at a certain
time and in a certain direction; and to the human mind
it is as intangible as the wind.

17 Jesus said to Nicodemus that he ought to have
known these things. He ought to have known that the
kingdom of Israel could never merge into the kingdom
of heaven ; that the kingdom of heaven was not a develop-
ment of Israel. The Jews expected that the kingdom
of heaven would be theirs whenever it appeared, but
Jesus showed it was altogether outside their range of
life. Also, Jesus would have it known that only those
could have it whom Ged chose: Its citizens were to be
born from above. In the same way Christendom has
expected that whenever the kingdom of hecaven should
come it would be a development of Christendom.

*® But the kingdom of heaven is like the new birth
in this: It is in no sense a human development ; the king-
dom is super-imposed upon humanity and the kingdoms
of this world. (Isaiah 2:2) With the setting up of the
kingdom, which brings salvation within reach of all men,
the new birth ceases; the narrow way to immortality
closes; the highway to holiness and perfect human life
opens.—Isaiah 35.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

John's Gospel narrates the attitude toward Jesus of what
particular class? § 1.

What was apparently Jesus’ first ministry in Jerussalem?
What was accomplished thereby? § 2,

Who was Nicodemus, and how did he and his associates
regard Jesus? How did bhe approach the Master and
what answer did he receive? ¥ 3, 4.

What was it that beclouded the understanding of Nicodemus?
Did he believe the things stated in the holy Scriptures
and act on the light which he bad? § 5, 6.

Is he who sincerely seeks to serve God permitted to walk
in the dark? § 7.

Mention some of the precious sayings of the Master uttered
to Nicodemus. Did the latter understand the import of
these? § 8,9.

Why did Jesus compare himself to the brazen serpent of the
wilderness? How dees the text of this lesson epitomize
the full gospel message? § 11, 12,

Is the light of Jesus now like unto a city set on a hill?
Explain. § 18.

How is the “new birth” generally understood by Christen-
dom? What is the true meaning thereof? How does Saul's
conversion differ from the psychological convulsions of
modern evangelism? § 14, 15.

How does the pharisaical claim that the kingdom of Israel
would gradually merge into the kingdom of heaven com-
pare with the claims of Christendom today? How will
the kingdom come? § 17, 18,
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TEXT FOR JANUARY 6
“The city of David, which i3 Zion.”—1 Kings 8: 1.

ION is a name applied to God’s organization of

Z which Christ Jesus is the precious stone and

foundation. (Isaiah 28:16) The name was
often applied to the entire city of Jerusalem. (Psalm
48; 69:35; Isaiah 1:8; 10:24; 52:1) The name was
also applied to one of the hills on which the city of
Jerusalem was built. The city was also called the city
of David. (2 Samuel 5:7) David brought the ark of
the covenant and placed it on Zion’s hill in the city of
Jerusalem. (2 Samuel 6:10-12) When the temple was
built on Mount Moriah the ark of the covenant was
moved there. (2 Chronicles 3.1; 5:2) After tha, the
name Zion was extended so as to comprehend and em-
brace the temple. Zion therefore seems to specifically
apply to the official part or governing factor of the
city of Jerusalem. (Isaiah 24:23) Jerusalem was the
name of the entire city including the official part or
family, and Zion more particularly described the govern-
ing or official part thereof, hence ihe nume Zion was
properly applied to the entire city because it was the
more important Hence the wo.ds of the text: “The
eity of David, which is Zion.’

David was a type of Christ. His name means beloved.
He was chosen by the Lord and is designated “a man
efter God’s own heart”. David therefore was a type of
the official factor or the chief one 1 the Lord’s king-
dom. The city of David o1 Zion therefore stands for
the organization of God and particularly the royal or
reigning tamily thereof.

All of the Israelites of the city of Jerusalem would
therefore typify all the consecrated who profess to be
followers in the footsteps of the great antitypical David,
Jesus Christ. One part of the city or organization
would be the official family, another part would be all
outside of the official family. The two parts together
would therefore be properly known as Jerusalem or
Zion, and the governing factor being the most impor-
tant would be specifically referred to as Zion. The lat-
ter could therefore properly and specifically represent
the overcoming, and particularly the remnant, class
who together with Christ Jesus the Head constitute the
official part of the government or kingdom of God.

Out from Zion, or the organized city, comes the offi-
eial family or governing factor. Iiven so, out of God’s
organization, pictured by the woman, comes the official
or governing factor which rules the nations of earth
and to which is properly applied the name Zion, be-
cause it is the most important part of Zion. Those
who are of the temple class and on this side the vail,
being approved as indicated by the robe of righteous-
ness, and baving entered into the joy of the Lord, are
counted as & part of the official family; therefore the
name Zion properly applies to that class. This is the

TEXT COMMENTS

class who say: “Blessed be the Lord out of Zion
By this we understand that this class must be witnesses
for God (Isaiah 43:10,12) and must joyfully proclaim
his praises. Those who have the joy of the Lord will
necessarily be doing this very thing.

TEXT FOR JANUARY 13
“I lay in Zion . . . a tried stone.”—Isaiah £8: 16.

HE people of Israel were a typical people. Jeru-
I salem was their capital seat. It was also typical.

Zion, being also a name applied to that organized
government or city, was typical. For this reason the
Israelites were at times referred to as Zion, because
they were the organized people of God. But-that peopls
formed merely a typical organization. The chief ac-
complishment of the organization of Israel’s government
was manifesting the necessity for Christ the great
Redeemer.

In due time God began to build the real Zion or holy
organization, of which Jerusalem was a type. For a
foundation thereot he laid his beloved Son, a precious
stone. Before he thus laid him he tested and tried him;
hence he 18 spoken of by the prophet as a tried stone,
a precious corner Every test to which the beloved Son
was put he faithfully met to the glory of God.

At Pentecost God began the selection of the other
living stones to be builded up into that holy temple, or
organization which was particularly typified by the
temple. The temple marks the residence of the official
family of God. For a time the privilege of being of
this favored class was limited to the Jews. So little did
that people appreciate the privilege that God visited
the Gentiles, “to take out from them a people for his
name.” Upon this people he puts his name, the name
of his organization, Zion. From then till now he has
privileged the Gentiles to enter into his holy organiza-
tion, which was typified as above stated.

All through the age there have been two classes in
this holy city or organization to wit, the faithful and
the less faithful. All those who will be engraved into
the likeness of the chief, tried and precious corner
stone, will be the called, the chosen, and the faithful.—
2 Corinthians 3:18; 1 Peter 2: 2-9; Revelation 17: 14.

In the end of this age, as the Scriptures indicate, the
faithful will have a deeper appreciation of the Lord
and will delight to show forth his praises. These being
of Zion, to wit, God’s organization, will be saying,
“Blessed be the Lord out of Zion”; that is to say, the
praises of God shall sound out from Zion and those
who are of Zion will delight to give the witness that
Jehovah is God and that the kingdom of Ged is now
here.
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