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«I will stand upon my watch and will set my foot
upon the Tower, and will watch to sce what He will
say unto me, and what answer I shall make to them
that oppose me.”—Habakkuk 2: 1.
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the sea and the waves (the restless, diseontented) roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear and for looking to
1 powers of the heavens (ecclesiasticsm) shall be shaken. . . When ye see these things begm to come to pass, then
2 of God is at basd.  Look up, hit up your heads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth nigh.—Matt. 24:33; Mark 13:29; Luke 21:25-31,

Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity;
the things coming upon the earth (society); for the
kpow that the



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is on2 of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Extension”, now being
presented in all parts of the civilized world by the Warcu TowkrR BIBLE & TrRACT SOGCIETY, chartered A.D. 1884, “Ior the Pro-
motion of Christian Knowledze”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s comventions and of the
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published STUDIES most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei Minister (V. D. M.), which translated
into linglish is Minister of God’s Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal slands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated
—redemption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for
all”. (1 P’eter 1:19; 1 Timothy 2:6) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3: 11-
15; 2 Peter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which. . .has
been hid in God, . . . to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God’—“which in other ages
was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”.—~Iiphesians 3 :5-9, 10.

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it sceks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest
subjection to ihe will of God in Christ, as expressed in tlie holy Scriptures. It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
hath spoken—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident ;
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as a trust, to be used only in his
service ; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his
good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite ‘but urge our
1eaders to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship”; that its construction has been in progress throughout
tllg gospel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when
finished, God's blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:;20-22;
Genesis 25:14; Galatians 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these “living stones’, “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together
in the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout
the Millennium.—Revelation 15: 5-8.

That the basis of hope, for thie church and the world, lies in the fact that *Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every
man,” “a ransom for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world”’, “in due time’.—
Icbrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6.

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,” be “partakers of the divine nature’,” and share his
glory as his joint-hewr.—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Peter 1:4.

Tnat the present mis’sion' of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every
grace; to be God’s witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.—LEphesians 4:12; Matthew 24:
14; Revelation 1: 6; 20:6.

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to ail by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, fo all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redecmer and his glorified church,
when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23: Ismiah 35.

ANNUAL MEETING

PUBLISHED BY Notice is hereby given that the annual meeting of the

\WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
18 CONCORD STREET & 1t BROOKLYN, NY, U-SA:

FOREIGN OFFICES : British: 34 (raven Terrace, Lancaster Gate,
London W. 2; Cunadign: 38-40 Irwin Avenue, Toronto, Ontario;
Australasian: 495 Collins St., Melbourne, Australia; Sonth African:
6 Lelie St., Cape Town, South Africa.

PLEASE ADDRESS THE SOCIETY IN EVERY CASE.

YHARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE; UNrvip Srtartes, $1.00; CaNaDA
AND MISCELLANEOLS JORELGN, $1.50; GREAT DRITALN, AUSTRALASTY,
AND SOUTH ARICY, 74. American remittances should be made by
Bxpress or Postal Money Orders, or by Bar’: Draft. (Canadian, Britizh,
South African, and Australasian remittances should be made to hranch
offices only. Remittances from scattered foreign territory may be made
to the Brooklyn oflice, hut by International Postal Money Orders only.
(Foreign translations of this journal appear in several languages)

Editorial Committee: This journal is published under the supervision
of an editorial committee, at least three of whom have read and
approved us truth each and every article appearing in these columns.
The nmmes of the editorial committee are: J. F. RUTHERFORD,
W. B. VAN Ampurcei, J HeMmery, K. il Barser, C 1908

Terms to the Lo:d’s Poor: _

All Bible students who, by veas 0
old age or other mbhrnuty or adversity, are unable to pay for this
journal, will be supplied free if they send a postal card cach May
stating their case and requesting such provision. We are not only
willing, but anxious. that all such be on our list continually and
in tourh with the Berean studies.

Notice to Subscribers: We do not, as a rule, send a card of acknowl
edgment for a renewal or for a new subscription. Receipt :}nd
entry of renewal are indicated within a month by change in expira-
tion date, as shown on wrapper label.

Entered as Second Class Matter atAErBolzlyn, NY Posto}ﬁce , Act of March 3-d 1879.
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[ Byieans of “The At-one-ment
STI'DY XIIT: “ITOPES SECURED BY THE ATONEMENT”

STUDY XIV: THE NECESSITY FOR THE ATONEMENT
. Wecek of Nov. 1...Q. 2831 Week of Nov.15... Q. 39-44
[ Week of Nov. 8...Q. 3238 Week of Nov.22...Q

. . 1- 5
. Week of Nov.29...Q. 69

Warcu Towrkr BisLe & Tracr Socikty, as provided by law
and the charter of said Sociery, will be held at the Soldiers
and Sailors Memorial Hall, Fifth Avenue and Bigelow
Boulevard, nttsburgh, Pennsylvania, at 10: 00 o’clock a. m.,
Saturday, October 31, 1925, {o transact any business that
may properly come before the said meeting.

[Signed] W. K. Van Amburgh, Secretary,
Brooklyn, N, Y. September 1, 1925

SOUTHERN CONVENTION

As leretofore aunounced the SocIery wiil hold a convention at
Wilmington, N. €., October 22nd to 235th, inclusive. It is expected
that this convention wil be addressed bv DBrothers Rutherford,
Wise, Van Amburgh, Martin, Barber, and others It will serve for
the fellowship and benefit of the brethren living in the South,
1t 18 held at a season of the year when the climate is delightful.
Yor the benefit of those who may wish to arrange their railroad
transportation we make the following announcement:

Special rates of one tull fare going and half fare returning have
been granted by the railroads in the following territory; viz:
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Vir-
gima and from Washington, D €. Going ticket must be purchased
on the dates October 19th to 24th, and all tickets expire at mid-
night, October 28th. At the time of purchase of going ticket be
sure to ask the ticket agent for a certificate for each member of
your party, including children between the ages of five and twelve
years. (Do not ask for a receipt.) This certificate will be endorsed
by Brother R. H. Barber at the convention and validated by the
special agent of the railroads, Mr. C. M, Acker, depot ticket agent
at Wilmington, N. C. The validation dates are October 22nd to
24th. When properly endorsed these certificates will entitle the
holder to purchase a return ticket at one-half of going fare, over
the same route traversed on going trip. Children between five
and twelve years will be charged onehalf of the adult fare, but
must have a certificate in order to secure the special return rate.
No certificates will be validated after October 24th.

Some of the smaller ra:lroad stations will not have the certifi-
cates on hand. In such cases you will need to purchase a full
fare ticket to the nearest point where ticket agent will have certi-
ficates on hand. Ask your ticket agent about this in advance. It
will also be necessary to be at the ticket office early so as to give
the agent time to make out the special tickets and fill in the
necessary information on the certificates,

For information concerning board and ledeing write Miss Mary
L. Orrell, 606 Orange St., Wilmington, N, C.

CONVENTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED BY BROTHER RUTHERFORD
Wilmington, N. C, October 22-25. J. A, Price, I’. O, Box No. 406.
Buffalo, N. Y. November 135. IL A, O'Brian, 119 Riley 8t.
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THE LOVE OF THE CREATOR FOR HIS CREATURES

“Behold, what manaer of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: . . . De-
loved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him: for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.’—1 John 3:1-3.

r I YHERE is o peisonality and an attractiveness about
the Bible which touches the hearts of the simple
and the mighty, the unlearned and the seer, the

peasant and the king. It is the comfort and consola-

tion of the contrite and broken-hearted in all walks of
life. It is unlike any other book in the world.

? In divine simplicity the first sentence, “In the begin-
ning God created the heaven and the earth,” presents to
our view the great Architect and Creator of the universe
outlining, constructing and setting in order the millions
of solar systems of the heavens, and giving to each its
rcalm and laws. As our knowledge of the vastness of
the heavens increases, we stand in silent awe and marvel
at the wisdom, power and ability of Jehovah God thus
manifested by his handiwork. Truly, all nations are as
the small dust of the balance, less than nothing.-—
Isaiah 40:12-17.

® In simplicity the narrative continues, adding detail
upon detail to the word picture of how Jehovah com-
pleted the preparation of the carth as a home for the
hahitation of man. When all was rcady he brought
forth man in his own image and likeness, perfect in
organism and in mental faculties, and gave him
dominion over things of the earth. It would be
difficult to conceive of a picturc embodying a more won-
derful contrast than that of the great Sovereign of the
Universe in fellowship with his tiny creature, man.

* God placed Adam in perfect surroundings, with
evervthing desirable and delightful, and with full op-
portunity for the enjoyment of all his physical and
mental faculties. A special instructor from the heavenly
courts was commissioned to advise him of his privileges,
of his relationship to his Creator and of his duties and
responsibilities as the earthly representative of Jehovah,
that he might be properly fitted to fill his position as
king of carth. Thus did Jehovah lay the foundation for
another province in his vast domain of the universe.—
Psalm 8: 4-6.

® Then the Bible presents us the sad picture of Adam’s
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deflection and of the terrible results which quickly fo.-
lowed. Nevertheless the touch of personal compassion
is readily noticeable. Though Adam must suffer ex-
pulsion from Eden, his perfect home, the loss of his
kingdom, and cventually death, yet God provided him
with clothing as a protection outside the gardem and
arranged that he might find food and the necessities of
life until he should return to the dust.

¢ Next follows the heart-breaking narrative of the first
homicide ; that of Cain slaying his own brother, Abel.
Yet the picture is again toned by a personal message
from the Creator to Cain the sinner. Doubtless much
more occurred than is recorded, but we have sufficient 1o
show that God was not unmindful of his creatures.

7 Of Enoch it is related that he “walked with God”.
Fnoch desired to serve God to the best of his ability
and the Lord rewarded him by translating him. The
picture serves to show us the tender touch of Jehovah’s
personal interest in individuals who serve him.

8 Then is given the picture of the Flood and of God’s
special care over Noah and his family because of the
fact that he was a righteous and upright man. The
details of this as mentioned in Genesis bring out in bold
elief the power and protection which Jehovah exercises
n behalf of those who love and obey him.

TYPICAL (HARACTERS

® Next come the call and promise to Abraham and
the many delightful experiences of God’s watchfulness
and care over him, even in his daily life. We are told
that some of Abraham’s experiences were designed to
picture a future work which God purposed for the
people of the world. The picture is continued in the life
of his son, Isaac. We are told of the manner in which
Isaac’s beautiful bride, Rebecca, was found; and the
New Testament informs us that the inecidents relating
thereto shadowed forth a greater Isaac and Rebecca who
were to be the heirs of a greater than Abraham,—
Galatians 4: 28, Romans 8:17.

1
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10 The family feud between Jacob and Esau is brought
to our attention, also the blessing which Jacob desired
and received hecause he believed God. Then follows the
thrilling story of Joseph and his brethren, portraying
many significant incidents in their daily lives. We are
told how that Jehovah permitted Joseph to be unjustly
imprisoned, and then how he used a heathen monarch,
Pharach, to exalt this same Joseph to a position next to
the throne of Egypt.

1 Why should Jehovah manifest such personal in-
terest in these wee specks of humanity, even in the little
affairs of their daily lives? St. I’aul, in Romans 15: 4,
answers the question: “For whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the scriptures might
have hope.” Again, in 1 Corinthians 10:11: “Now
all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and
they are written for our admonition.” Joseph pictured
a greater Joseph, Christ Jesus, who was sold by his
brethren, but whom Jchovah thereafter cxalted to a
position next to the throne of the universe. (IHchrews
12:1,2) Tor similar reason the Bible narrates God’s
dealings with other faithful men of the past. And how
the lowly in heart rejoice in such evidences of divine
care and affection and long to be recipicnts of similar
evidences of divine notice! Did not God plant love in the
human heart? Surely then, he must rejoice when he
sees 1t developing in the hearts of his creatures.—
Proverbs 3:12; 11:20; Hebrews 1:8,9.

2 Pime would fail us to mention the many typical
characters of the Bible and the significantly-recorded
incidents of God’s dealings with them. Even little chil-
dren are sometimes referred to; for example, the child-
hood of Moses, Samson and Samucl. Moses stands out
as one of the most prominent figures of the Old Testa-
ment. Through him God organized the Jewish people
into a nation and then settled them as a nation in the
land which he had promised to their father, Abraham.
To that nation God gave a wonderful code of laws.
These laws enter into the minute relationships of man
with man, even to their food and raiment. Why such
particularity unless God were personally interested in
them?

4 For over sixteen hundred years God dealt with the
Jews as a nation. Their history shows a great lack
of appreciation on their part. They were continually
backsliding and going after other gods; but whenever
they repented and called upon Jchovah he sent them de-
liverance. We marvel at the patience manifested by
Jehovah for so long a time, and the continuance of his
personal care over them despite their deflections. Al-
though Ged dealt with the Jews collectively as a nation,
he also dealt persomally with many individuals. The
fathers and mothers of Samuel and Samson; David,
Solomon, and all the prophcts, are examples. Then we
have the beautiful story of Ruth, and later of Queen
Esther, and many others.
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CHRIST A MONUMENT OF LOVE AND LOYALTY

* When Christ came to fulfil the many prophecies
recorded of him, he manifested a personal love, loyalty
and obedience to Jehovah that stand as the greatest
monument of personal affection and devotion recorded
in history. God loved his Son Jesus, and Jesus loved
his Father, Jehovah. Through Jesus God sent this mes-
sage of love to the world: “God =0 loved the world, thas
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
While on earth Jesus was constantly giving the touch
of personality to those with whom he came in contact.
The many incidents recorded are for our edification and
eneouragement, consolation and comfort.

15 God’s Word abounds with invitations for his chil-
dren to come near unto him and with promises of help
when in need, comfort when in distress, protection when
in danger, and joy when in sorrow. We note the touch-
ing tenderness of the Lord’s words to his disciples as
recorded in the 14th to the 1%7th chapters of John. The
epistles of the apostles abound in similar expressions.
On one occasion the disciples were hindering some
mothers from bringing their liltle ones to the Lord.
Jesus rebuked them and said: “Termit the little chil-
dren to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of such
[like] is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you,
Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a
little child, he shall not enter therein. And he took
them up in his arms, and put his hands upon them, and
blessed them.”—Mark 10: 14-16.

36 In Matthew 11:28-30 is recorded one of the most
loving invitations in Holy Writ: “Come unto me, all
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto
vour souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light” Thousands upon thousands can testify to the
truthfulness of these words. In Matthew 10:29-31 is
another touching expression: “Are not two sparrows
sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on
the ground without your Father. But the very hairs
on your head are all numbered. Fear ye not, therefore;
ye are of more value than many sparrows.” These and
many others were his words of encouragement to his
disciples, and through them to his church. They imply
in no uncertain language that God and Christ have a
very personal interest in every member of the church,
even in their daily experiences. The words of Jesus,
and the incidents recorded of his experiences and those
of the disciples, are means for our sanctification. In
the touching prayer of Jesus, just before his crucifixion,
he says: “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word
is truth. . . . And for their sakes I sanctify myself,
that they also might be [truly] sanctified through thy
truth.”—John 17: 17-19.

17 The epistles abound in instruction as to individual
action in the Christian’s daily life and as to our re-
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lationship one to another. “Whether thercfore ye eat or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”
(1 Corinthians 10:31) “Whatsoever ye do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God and the Father by him.” (Colossians 3:17)
Note also the loving words of Jesus, in Matthew 6:
30-33: “Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the
field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the
oven, shall he nol much more clothe you, O ye of little
faith? Therefore take no [anxious] thought saying, What
shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal
shall we be clothed? . . . Your heavenly Father knoweth
that ve have need of all these things, But seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you.”

¥ As a loving parent sends his son away to school
and wishes him to give his undivided attention to his
lessons while in school without having to worry about
the providing of food and clething while there, so our
heavenly Father in sending his children through the
school of Christ desires that they worry not over tem-
poral necessities. We are to remember that our Iather
will see to it that we bave sufficient to cat and drink
and wear. This does not mean, however, that we may
be careless in our daily avocations. On the contrary we
are to realize that our daily avocations are a part of our
schooling.

¥ Whether our duties have to do with the keeping of
the home, or the providing for the home; whether we
serve in an office, or shop or factory, or in whatever line
df work we may be engaged, we must give proper dil-
igence to doing all of thesc things as unto the Lord. We
are to manifest as much of the spirit of the Lord as is
possible with our imperfect bodies and minds. Every
one of us radiates an influence upon every other person
with whem we come into contact. As the apostle ex-
presses ite “Ye are our epistle written in our hearts,
known and read of all men.” As each loving parent
takes delight in the development of his child, even though
the child be a heavy expense, yet he is greatly pleased
to see the child put forth every effort to take advantage
of each opportunity to reach his mark.

20 The Apostle Paul calls our attention to our heaven-
Iy Tather’s interest in us, in Hebrews 12: “Therelore,
surrounded as we are by such a vast cloud of witnesses,
let us fling aside every encumbrance and the sin that
go readily entangles our feet, And let wsrun with patient
endurance the race that lies before us, simply fixing our
gaze upon Jesus, our Prince Leader in the faith, who
will also award us the prize. He, for the sake of the
jov which lay hefore him, patiently endured the cross,
looking with contempt upon itsshameandalterwardseated
himself—where he still sits—at therighthand of thethrone
of God. Therefore, if you would escape becoming weary
and faint-hearted, compare your own sufferings with
those of him who endured such hostilily directed against
him by sinners. In your struggle against sin you have
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not yet resisted =0 as to endanger your lives; and yon
have quite forgotten the encouraging words which are
addressed to you as sons, and which say, ‘My son, do
not think lightly of the Lord’s discipline, and do not
faint when he corrects you; for those whom the Lord
loves he disciplines: and he scourges every son whom he
acknowledges.” The sufferings that you are enduring
are for your discipline. God is dealing with you as
[with] sons; for what son is there whom his father does
not discipline? And if you are left without discipline,
of which every true son has had a share, that shows
that you are bastards, and not true sons.”—Hebrews 12:
1-8, Weymouth.

**Qur chief concern is towards knowing and doing
the will of Ged in regard to ourselves. As St. Paul savs:
“Wherefore, my beloved, . . . work out your own sal-
vation with fear and trembling: for it is God which
worketh in you, hoth to will and to do of his good
pleasure.” (Philippians 2:12,13) “Therefore we ought
to give the more earnest heed to the things which we
have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.”
(Hebrews 2:1) “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in
the faith; prove your own selves. Know vye not your
own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye
be reprobates?”—2 Corinthians 13: 5.

“WHATSOEVER YE DO” PO UNTO HIM

2 Every one who has been begotten of the spirit of
God is anxious mnot only to secure the approval and
love of Jehovah for himself, but also to tell as manv
others as possible. He is especially desirous at the
present time to be a messenger of the King and to
herald the good news of the kingdom on every possible
oceasion,

* Some of the Lord’s people ave physically so
situated, by reason of home work or office work, that
they have almost no time to go out in the Lord’s ser-
vice. They are inclined to hecome discouraged and to
think that they will have no share in the kingdom,
This is a mistake. God has so arranged that if we are
{ully consecrated to him and put forth our best efforts
to serve him, he counts our sincere desires and best
daily endeavers as works done unto him. Even at our
hest we are all unprofitable servants, therefore there is
no one bringing any profit to the Lord.

#*This does not mean that we should neglect op-
portunilies for entering the Lord’s service to the extent
of our ability. Indeed there are many ways in which
we all can herald the kingdom message: By word of
mouth to our neighbors or shopmates, to customers, to
those who wait upon us in the hospitals, handing out
announcements of meetings or calling attention of those
we meet in the street-cars or offices to the books, being
careful, however, not to use the time of our employer.
Some can lead classes, others can attend the classes,
not only for their own benefit but also for the assistance
and encouragement of others. Let each of us do with
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our might what our hands find to do. If our Father sees
that we can render better service in some other location
or condition, he can easily make the change for us.

2 The touching story of the Apostle Paul’s severe ex-
perience is exceedingly stimulating to every follower of
the Lord. God specially overruled in many of his ex-
periences and set him forth as an example to the church
in order that we might be encouraged and understand
that God is also overruling our individual experiences.
Our experiences are developing us that we also may say
with St. Paul: “Blessed be God, even the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the
God of all comfort; who comforteth us in all our tribu-
lation, that we may be able to comfort them which are
in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves
are comforted of God.”—2 Corinthians 1: 3, 4.

20 We know of a brother who was naturally inclined to
be downcast at times. The adversary always tried to take
advantage of him at these times of mental depression and
endeavored to beat his courage down. On such occasions
he refused to think of the discouraging conditions or
prospects, and kept repeating to himself: “God loves
me; God loves me. I have the words of God himself,
and the words of Christ, and many evidences of divine
care and protection in my daily life. I know that God
and Christ love me. Did not Christ say, ‘If a man love
me, he will keep my words; and my Iather will love
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode
with him’? And am I not trying to keep his words?”
In this way he would overcome the attacks of the ad-
versary, and soon would regain the swect spirit of peace
and rejoicing in the Lord.

“THE FATHER HIMSELF LOVETH YOU”

2" We often come to the place where we know not
which way to take. At such times we are to stand still
and sce the salvation of the Lord. But in the mean-
time we should not cease to seek for wisdom, as the
apostle says: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall be given him.” (James 1:5) Jesus’ own
words to us, as recorded in Luke 11:9-13, give us fur-
ther encouragement: “And I say unto you, Ask, and it
shall be given unto you; seck, and ye shall find; knock
and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to
him that knocketh it shall be opened. . . . If ve then,
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
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children; how much more shall vour heavenly Father
give the holy spirit to them that ask him 7

** The advcrsary would be pleased to have us believe
that our Father does not care for us individually. But
as we read his Word and sce his tender touch recorded
all the way from Adam to the present time, and as we
review our own experiences, we feel our courage return-
Ing, our strength incrcasing, our faith growing firmer,
and our love becoming swecter. “He that hath my com-
mandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me;
and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and
I will love him, and manifest myself to him.” “Ag
the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you; continue
ye in my love.” “Tin them, and thou in me, that they
may he made perfect in one; and that the world mav
Jnow that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as
thou hast loved me.” (John 14:21; 15:9; 17:23)
Let us never forget the assurance: “The Ifather him-
self loveth you.”

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

How is the Bible unlike any other book? What does the
first sentence of Genesis present to our view? q 1, 2.

Brieily describe the Genesis word picture of man's ereation.
Who was the specially appointed instructor for man
Eden? 1 3, 4.

When man fell into ~sin was he wholly abandoned by Je-
hovah? What dealings did God have with the sinner Cain?
9 5,6.

God’s rewarding of Enoch and of Noah 1llustrate what?9 7.8,

Were the darly lives of Abrabam and of Isaace divinely
overruled? How and why? What other Old Testament
characters were individually dealt with by Jehovah? 4 9, 10,

Why does God manifest such personal interest inhumanity ?
Have children ever been specially dealt with by the Lovd?
9 11,12,

What relationship existed between God and the Jewish ns-
tion? Did he deal with them collectively or individually,
or in both ways? 9 13. .

What is the greatest monuwment of love recorded in history?
Where is recorded the most loving invitation in Holv
Writ? Mention other similar expressions of the Lord and
state what they imply. § 14-16.

What are some of the Loid's instructions ecovering the
Christian’s daily life? Should the Christian be full of
care? Should be be careless? How should we regard our
daily avocations? § 17-19.

What is the Jesson of Hebrews 12:1-8? What should be
our chietf concern? ¢ 20, 21.

How will our appreciation of the Lord's love for us manifest
itself? If we are incapacitated for service, what does (he
Lord expect of us? Are there ways in which everyone
may advance the interests of the kingdom? How? § 22-24.

What benefit do we get from St. ’aul’s severe experiences?
How may we overcome mental depression? § 235, 26.

Will all our prayers for guidance be answered? What are
the requirements? § 27.

What is one of the things the adversary would have us
belicve? Mention some of the Lord's special assurances
of his love for us. | 28.

O wonderful story of deathless love!
Each child is dear to that heart above.
He fights for me when I cannot fight;
He comforts me in the gloom of night;
He lifts the burden, for he is strong.

He stills the sigh and awakens the song;
The sorrow that bore me down he beurs,
Axd loves and pardons, because he cuares.

Lot all who are sad take heart again:

We are not alone in our hours of pain.

Our IFather stoops from his throne above,
To soothe and quiet us with his love,

He leaves us not when the storm is high,
And we have safety; for he is nich.

Can that be trouble, which he doth share?
Oh, rest in peace; for the Lord doth care,



PRAYER-MEETING

TEXT FOR NOVEMBER 4

“Thou hast girded me with gladness.”

—DPsalm 30: 11.

HIS 4s a paalm of David. Ifs application must
be to the church, which David pictured. David

had been in suffering and distress. He cried
unto the Lord for merev and help. His prayer was
granted, Then David added: “Thou hast put off my
sackeloth, and girded me with gladness.” This may be
applied to the individual member of Christ as long as
such an one is a member of the body. It also cerfainly
applies to the collective members of the body of Christ
while on earth.

Iudividually the Christian sometimes finds himself
in sorrow and distress. The enemy seems to overwhelm
him. Then he eries unto the Lord for help and merey.
That is a tine when another one in Zion may go to his
brother’s aid and thus fulfil his divinely-given commis-
sion to comfort those in Zion by giving unto such beauly
Tor ashes and the oil of joy for saduness. With the mind
of the mourning onc thus embellished with the beauties
of God’s holinesy, and refreshed by his precious promises,
he respouds: “Thou hast turned for me my mourning
into dancing: . . . and girded me with gladness.” It
is a blessed privilege for one member of Zion to thus
be an instrument of comfort to another.

In 1917 the whole church was in distress. Soon there-
after the Lord came to his temple ; and later the members
of the church who were watching and praying became
awarc of this fact. The approved ones came under the
robe of Christ’s righteousness ; and having the assurance
of being clothed with the garments of salvation, these
greatly rejoiced in the Lord and continue to rejoice.
Then they could say: “Thou hast put off my sackcloth
[emblem of distress] and girded me with gladness.”
The girdle is a symbol of scrvice; and, spoken of here
as a girdle of gladness, it symbolizes that these joyfully
engage in the service of our Lord.

They are greatly honored by the Lord and appreciate
this honor. Thev rejoice to be acting under the super-
vigsion of the Bridegroom. As they continue faithfully
to serve him with gladuess of heart they sing: “Thou
hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou
hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness;
to the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and
not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks unto
thee for cver.”

Our privilege is to extol the heavenly Father and
glorify his name. We have been rescued from sin and
death through the precious blood of Christ, and by ac-
cepting God’s way of salvation we have been justified
and inducted into the body of Christ, and now have
access to the throme of heavenly grace where we may
meet God and thank him for translating us out of the
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of his dear
Son. Why should we not extol and praise him ?

TEXT COMMENTS
TEXT FOR NOVEMBER 11
“In his temple doth everyone speak of his glory.*
—DPsalm 29: 9.
HE words of this text are from the sweet singes

I of Tsrael, forecasting the song of praise upon the

lips of the temple class in the end of the age.
The faithful followers of Jesus C(hrist go to make up
the temple of God. (2 Corinthians 6:16) The lord
comes to his temple for the purpose of judgment, which
ineludes, of course, the examination and accounting with
those who have made a consecration to do God's will,
To the faithful ones the Master says: “Thou hast been
faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”—
Matthew 25:21.

These begin tc appreciate the fact that they were
called out of darkness into the glorious light and favor
of God that they might show forth his praises. (1 Peter
2:9) They hear the command of the Lord Jchovah to
them, saying, ‘Ye are my witnesses that I am God.”
On the other side the vail the temple class actually be-
hold God’s glory. On this side the vail the members
by faith behold his glory. Beholding his glory has a
wonderful transforming influence upon the true saints,
and none others can behold his glory. The transforming
of the mind is a thing of no small moment ; it is of the
greatest importance, for by it we are changed from one
degree of glory to another degree of glory. It is the pro-
cess by which human aims and ambitions become less
attractive, and the heavenly hopes and aspirvations be-
come more and more real. 1t is thus, by living in har-
mony with out covenant of sacrifice, that we prove what
is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Sceing then that the transforming work must go on
we gladly cooperate in that work.—1 John 3: 2.

All the members rejoice that every good and perfect
thing comes from his gracious hand; that hc is the
Creator of heaven and earth; that he is the one worthy
to be praised; and they delight to honor him with their
little all. The saints this side more and more appreciate
the fact that Jehovah has honored them by making them
his witnesses, and from this they receive great conso-
lation. They begin to experience the fulfilment of the
blessed promise (rod has made to them through the
mouth of the prophet; namely: “The Lord will give
strength unto his people; the Lord will bless his people
with peace.”

With confidence, peace and joy they are dwelling in
the temple of the Lord, in the place of favor. Of them
the prophet wrote: “In his temple doth every one speak
of his glory.” It follows then that all who are enjoying
the precious Tellowship of our present Lord, who are in
the happy condition of the temple class, are joyfully
speaking of the glory of God, delighting to be his wit-
nesses and making known to others that he is the gresk
Jehovah, and that his kingdom is at hand.
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PAUL'S FAREWELL AT MILETUS

——NOVEMEER S—ACTs 20:1-38 ——

PATL'S INSTLUCTION TO ELDERS—GREATEST DANGEDL TOSSIBLL WITH LLADCRS—PAUL'~ GREAT CHARACTER SHINES

REST'LE

NDENTLY.

“Ye ought to help the weal, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus. that he himsclf said, It is more
Ulessed to give than to receive.”—Acts 20:55, 4 S. T,

FTETR the uproar in Ephesus. which wae caused
A by silversmiths who pretended that the worship
of Iana was in jeopardy when they were merely
serving their own mterest~. had ceased. Paul called upon
the disciples.emibraced them.and departed for Macedonia.
He traveled extensively an that region, and then went
into the neighborhood of Corinth.  There he staved
three month<. When he was about to sail to Svrie the
Jews made a conspiracy against him: =0 he aud a purty.
including Timothy, returned throush Macedonia. They
left Philippi just after Pentecost, crussing by Troas.
There they staved for some days.

2 Upon the first dav of the week when the disciples came
together to break bread, Paul preached to them. And
because they were to depart on the morrow and might
not meet again. he continued his specch until midnight.
There were many lights in the upper room. and the air
grew hot. A young man who was seated in a window
sank into a deep sleep and fell from the third loft, and
was tauken up for dead. Paul went down and falling on
him and embracing him said: “Trouble not yourselves;
for hi life is in him.” (Acts 20:10) They renewed
their fellowship, eating together, and talking until the
break of dav.

3 Paul’s party sailed from Troas; but he decided to go
on foot to Assos, the next port of call, rather than sail
around the promontory. From point to point the little
coasting vessel sailed until they came to Miletus. Ilither
Paul did not wi~h to be delayed by a call at Fphesus,
or the ship did not call there. He desined if 11 were ut
all pos~ible to e in Jerusalem at l'entecost. DL he
much dezired to =ee the elders of the church at Iiphesus;:
and he sent a request to them to mect him at Miletus,
which was about thirty miles distant. but along a good
road. Thev came: and in words which have become a
notable part of the instruction of the church of God,
Paul addressed them. He spoke of his ministry amongst
them, reminding them of his manner of lifc since the
first day he came to them; how that with all humility
of mind and with many tears, and through dangers
which had arisen through the lying in wait of the Jews,
he had served them and the Lord.

4+ Paul reminded them that he had kept back nothing
that was profitable, but had taught publicly and from
house to house, testifving both to the Jews and to the
Greeks respecting repentance towards God and faith
towards the Lord Jesus Christ. (Acts 20:18-21) He
then told them of the purport of his journey. He knew
that he must go into Jerusalem, for he was bound in
spirit; for in every city on his journey the holy spirit

had witnessed through the brethren that bond< and
aflictions avaited him there. “Dut.” he added. “None
of these thimgs move me. neither count I my life dear
unte mi~cli. o that 1 micht finich my course with
jov. and the munstry. which I have received of the Lord
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God."—Acts
20 24,

“The apostle told them that he knew well that all
would net see his face azan.. and that he wished there-
1ore to place on record that he was pure from blood of
all men: for he had not shunned to declare to them
the whole counsel of God. Ile kindly urged the
brethren. and he warned them, to take care of the
flock over which the holy spirit had made them over-
seers. to feed 1t. e told them that grievous wolves
would enter . not sparing the flock : and that of them-
selves men would rise secking to draw disciples after
them. (See Acts 20:29,30.) He urged them to re-
member his own course. how that for three vears night
and day with tears he had endcavored to build them np
that they might find anr inheritance among those that
are sanctified. Ile remumnded them that he had coveted
no man’s silver or gold or apparcl, and that thev knew
his own hands had ministered unto his own necessitics
and to those who were with him, in order to give an
example to all leaders, and thus prove to them the other-
wise unrecorded words of the Lord Jesus, “It is more
blessed to give than to receive.”

®Then knecling down Paul praved with them all;
and they wept sore, fulling on lus necic and kissing himn,
sorrowitie e~ ol all because he had said that they
should see s 1ace no more. They accompanied him to
the ship: and the parting., while sorrowful because they
were saving farewell to 'aul, vet was relieved because
they were all happy in their common bond of love of
God and their knowledge of the Lord Jesus.

” Without doubt I’aul had a special purpose in calling
the elders of I'phesus to meet him. The fact of the
full record shows that it was the Lord’s purpose to
have Paul’s words on that occasion made an instruction
to the whole church. Paul knew that the greatest
danger to the church would come through those who
were favored with some position in the church; for it
was also true then that great temptations to pride and
self-seeking fall on those men who are privileged to stand
in any prominence amongst their brethren. (See James
3:1.) The elders of the ecclesias were privileged by
their position to be shepherds of the flock, and Paul
knew that there would arise those of whom Ezekiel
spoke—shepherds who would feed themselves by eating
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the flock. Hence Paul warned the brethren, and urged
then to copy his example, to help the weak.

*Since the days of the apostles the leaders of the
ecclesias have ever been the most vulnerable part of the
church. It is apparent to any observer conversant with
the Word of God that the clergy of the churches have
been false shepherds, even as the prophets foretold. They
have led the sheep astray from the truth of the Word
instcad of leading them in the way of light and truth,
and they have fed themselves of the flock instead of
feeding it. The clergy system has been an cnormous
weight for the flock to carry. (Lzekiel 34:10) But
wlule it is easy to see the defects of the clergy class
and system, it is not so easy to see that the elders of the
celesias which have been formed since the time of the
Lord’s return have themselves often failed in like man-
ner. It has to be said that many who have been elected
by their brethren to lead in spiritual things have taught
their own thoughts instead of the things God has given
to his church, and either have misled the flock or have
confused it; and that some have had the same spirit as
the clergy class, and have sought advantage for them-
sclves or have exalted themselves as if they were called
of God to some special position of authority.

® The fact that the Scriptures give the ecclesias au-
thority to appoint their elders is a clear indication that
the appointment is subservient to continued fitness in
service. The appointments are acknowledged of God,
but are not specially by him, His own appointments,
such as those by which Paul and the apostles were made
leaders in the church, are of a different category and are
not subservient to the wishes or will of any ecclesia.

10 The disposition of an elder should ever be that of
a caretaker, or a shepherd over the Lord’s flock. There
is a happiness in giving out which cannot be found in
receiving, however happy may be the circumstances in
vwhich the gift is received. God himself is gracious and
the greatest giver of all, and he has made it so that
those who are most like him have the greatest joy. It
is partly for this reason that there is now so much joy
amongst the Lord’s people, because they have the grace
of gratitude and thankfulness in large measure, and
thereby go forth with joy to tell the peoples of the com-
ing of that golden day when God will bless the earth
according to his promises. Let all elders of the churches,
all who have the privilege of leading the brethren in the
grace and in the work of the Lord, take Paul’s warn-
ing: “Take heed to yourselves, therefore, and to all
the flock among whom the holy spirit made you over-
scers, to feed the church of God, which he acquired by
the blood of his own [Son].” (Acts 20: 28, “Diaglott™)
There is a great responsibility attached to this privilege;
for the church of God is his own, purchased with the
blood of his dear Son, and he will hold all responsible
for their privilege of serving their brethren.

11 The grandeur of this great servant of Jesus Christ
is never more clearly seen than in this testimony which
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in simplicity and in humility Paul bears to himsclf.
For three years, both night and day he had labored in
Lphesus. It was with tears he labored because of his
desire for the good of the Lord's people there. But his
laboring was not all sorrow; it was done in joy; for
nothing but a great gladness of heart could have sus-
tained him under the conditions and trials which the
work of his Master entailed. He knew his suffering
for the cause of his Master was not at an end; for he
said that in every place in which he called on his way
to Jerusalem the holy spirit bore witness through the
brethren that bonds and afflictions awaited him. He
expected to finich his course with joy, but in order to
do that he counted his life not dear to himself, but
whelly at the disposal of his Master. It was immaterial
to him how lie lived, how or when he died, if he could
but continue to serve the One who had given his life
on Paul’s behalf.

12 When Paul had given his charge he knelt down,
and they knelt with him, and he prayed with them all.
They all wept sorely; they felt for themselves as those
who were losing a loved counselior and guide. The
troubles which were to come on him were not on their
mind so much as was their own loss. This is no matter
for surprise; for the great spirit of Paul lifted itself
and the minds of his hearers above his own troubles.
No faithful and true servant of the Lord will let future
difficulties or trials known or unknown hinder his
present service for the Lord; for he says: “My times
are in thy hand; my God, I wish them there.”

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What were some of the movements of St. Taul in today's
lesson? What took place on the first day of the week
at Troas? IXlow was a sad experience overruled and
turned into joy and sweet fellowship? T 1, 2.

Where next do we find Paul? With whom did Paul have a
conference? What was the burden of Paul's speech?
What was he determined to do? T 3, 4.

What did P’anl want to place on record? What does it
mean to be “pure of the blood of all men”? Of what were
the brethren warned? What were they urged to do?
T 5.

At the parting of Paul, why was there weelding? And why
were these brethren happy? T 6.

Why was such a full record given of this conference? IFrom
what source does the most danger in the church come?
What is the business of the elders in the church? | 7.

What kind of sheplierds are the clergy? With what are the
denominational systems mostly burdened? In what way
have elders sometimes misguided the church? In what
way are the clergy and false elders alike? Iave the
elders authority over the church, or should the elders
be subservient to the ecclesias? €8, 9.

Where does the deel;est happiness lie? Why is there much
joy amongst the Lord’s people now? § 10,

When we enter into the spirit of this conference which
Paul had with the elders, what is it that becomes pe:-
fectly plain to ys? What is it that gladdens the heart
midst trials and difficulties? What was the supreme test
placed upon St. Paul? T 11,

Weeping sorely at the parting, what was the principal
thing upon the brethren’s minds? Why did the anticipa-
ted difficulties and persecution of St. Paul dim iuto comg-
parative insignificance? § 12,



PAUL’S ARREST IN JERUSALEM

———NOVEMBER 15—Acts 21:17 TO 22: 30—

“If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed.” —1 Peter 4: 16,

ST. PAUIL HAD TESTIMONY OF SPIRIT—PAUL SPEAKS IN SELF-DEFENSE—COMPROMISING POSITION ONE OF WEAXNESS.

happy experiences on the road as they met the
little company of disciples, Paul and his company
arrived in (msarea. There they were received by Dhilip
the evangelist, one of the seven deacons; and they staved
with him some days, for they were in good time for
Tentecost. Philip had four unmarried daughters living
with him who, consecrated to the Lord, were hlessed of
the Lord with the spirit of prophecy. We know not how
they prophesied, but it is apparent that the Lord honored
them as they sought to serve him.
2While the company was there, a prophet named
Agabus came down from Jerusalem, who when he ar-
rived took Paul’s girdle from him and hound his own
hands and feet and said: “Thus saith the holy spirit,
So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth
this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the
tentiles.” (Acts 21:11) It is evident that there was a
difference in standing between the prophet Agahus and
the four daughters of Philip. At the most they would
be privileged to get some understanding of some por-
tion of the Word of God; but Agabus was used of the
holy spirit to foretell such events as were necessary for
a witness. When Paul’s companions heard these things,
they and Philip’s household and the church of that
place combined to urge him not to go to Jerusalem.
But Taul said: “What mean ye to weep and to break
mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but
also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”
Tuke says that when Paul would not be persuaded,
“We ceased, saving, The will of the Lord be done.”
8 Paul’s reason for his determination is clear. The
witness of the spirit was that bonds and afflictions
awaited him in Jerusalem. He read the spirit’s mind
more clearly than the others did. The fact that the
spirit witnessed that bonds and afflictions awaited him
there was proof to him that he was to be in Jerusalem.
Here are submission, faith, devotion; and the insistence
of the brethren that he should escape the trouble made
difficulty for him. When he had first determined to go
to Jerusalem we may say he was guided by his own
spirit—it seemed proper to go; but when he had started,
he had in this strange way the witness of the Lord that
his decision was right. There is no reason to suppose
that Paul thought that his visit to Jerusalem was in
itself a subject for prayer. His work had been com-
mitted to him; and as a good steward he would scek
to do his best, always seeking his Master’s blessing.
¢ Sometimes, as in Paul’s case, when the servant of
the Lord, has determined upon a course which he be-
lieves would have his Master’s approval, he does not find
outward signs of approval; but the testimony of ap-

CH.XNGING from ship to ship, and with many

298

proval comes, even though it be hy a declaration that
honds and afflictions follow the course taken. To Paul
the call was clear, and like his Lord he sct his face
to go to Jerusalem. (Luke 9:51) The last witness, hy
Agahus, saving that Paul should he delivered into the
hands of the Gentiles was to him a further confirmation
of the way of the Lord; for by this he saw that the
Lord had a new plan for him; and he would as soon
have fled from the face of the Devil as fly from the
honds and afflictions which would bring him into his
Lord’s will. In due time they arrived in Jerusalem,
and the hrethren received them gladly.
 The following day Paul accompanied the brethren
unto James, with all the elders of the church present.
The statement is rather singular; for the natural cx-
pectation would he to read that the brethren accompanied
Paul. Tt looks as if Paul had a minor place in the re-
coption. (Acts 21:18) He saluted the brethren and then
told of the things God had wrought among the Gentiles
by his ministry., They heard it and glorified the Tord,
and then said unto him: “Thou seest, brother, how
many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and
they are all zealous of the law: and they are informed
of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among
the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saving that they ought
not to circumecise their children, neither to walk after the
customs.” (Acts 21:20,21) Admitting that the Gen-
tiles were free from the Law, they suggested that Paul
should show that he had not forsaken the teachings of
Moses nor the customs of the Jews. They-desired him
to join with four men who were about to get their
clearance from a vow such as he himeelf had previously
taken, and from which on his last visit to Jerusalem
he had ceremonially cleared himself according to tem-
ple usage. 'This he could do by paying the charges for
these men. They wanted him to show the people that
he was a good Jew. Paul, of course, stood for the
teachings of Moses, as hi- Master had done; but he did
not stand for the exactitudes and ceremonies of the
TLaw. However, believing that possibly he might in this
way help the brethren in Jerusalem to see in him a
true lover of God, he agreed.

¢ It is evident that the church in Jerusalem was not
vet clear concerning the difference between Christ and
Moses in respect of law and ceremony, and Paul’s ac-
¢eptance of their proposal is probably open to question.
His agreement brought the trouble upon him which
Agabus had particularly declared, and which had been
witnessed by the holy spirit in all the places where he
had ministered on his journey to Jerusalem. The im-
mediate effect of his agreement was his separation from
{he church for a period of seven days, the period of
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time necessary for those who sought release from a vow.

" Nor did it accomplish the purpose desired ; for when
the seven days were almost ended some Jews of Asia,
probably of Ephesus, saw him in the temple and im-
mediately raised an outery, saying, “Men of Israel,
help: this is the man, that teacheth all men every where
against the people, and the law, and this place.” (Acts
21:28) They thought because he had been scen in the
city with Trophimus, an Ephesian, that he had also
brought him, a Greek, into the temple and thus polluted
it. Immediately there was a great uproar, and Paul
was roughly handled. The crowd gathered about him
to kill him; but while the rabble was increasing in
numbers, and the noise in intensity, the Roman chief
captain who was in charge of the city, hearing of the
commotion immediately ran down to the temple pre-
cincts. No doubt the haste of the chief captain saved
Paul’s life; for the rabble was beating him.

* Paul was bound ; and then the captain demanded of
the people who he was and what he had done; and some
ctied one thing and some another. Partly to deliver
Paul from their hands, and understanding that he must
have done something to irritate the people, he com-
manded that Paul be carried to the castle. On the steps,
while yet the people were crying for his life, Paul spoke
{o the chief captain in Greek. With that mastery over
men which came partly through his confidence in God, he
had no difficulty in gaining the chief’s permission. Turn-
ing round to the people, and with an orator’s gesture
addressing them in their own Hebrew tongue, he
obtained a hearing. He told the people of his birth, of
his training at the feet of Gamaliel, their then greatest
teacher, and of his zeal towards God and for the law.
Zealous, he said, as they were that day, he had per-
secuted the followers of Christ even unto death; and
he related to them in considerable detail his journey to
Damascus, and how Jesus of Nazareth appeared to him.

® They listened to all that he said until he told how
the Lord said to him: “I will send thee far hence unto
the Gentiles.” (Acts 22:21) The moment Paul spoke
of the Gentiles the mob lost control of themselves, tear-
ing off their garments and throwing the dust of the
ground into the air as if they were in a paroxysm of
righteous anger. Perhaps they thought they were. The
chief captain, believing that there must be something
serious in this man to cause the multitude to become
so excited, bade that Paul should be examined by scourg-
ing ; but on the centurion’s preparing to do this he was
asked by Paul if it was lawful fo scourge a Roman un-
condemned. This altered the situation. The centurion
was alarmed and spoke to the chief, and the chief at
once became courteous.

10 Paul’s action in acknowledging the temple does not
scem to have been a wise course. However, in the prov-
idence of God it probably became the means of free-
ing the church in Jerusalem from the bondage in which
it was held. It is evident that up to this time neither
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the apostles who dwelt chiefly in Jerusalem. nor the
elders of the church there, including James the Lord's
brother, the most influential of the leaders of the church,
nor the brethren generally had secn clearly the difference
between the dispensation of the law and the dispensa-
tion of grace. (John 1:17) They clung to the temple,
to its hours of prayer, and to its associations of fellow-
ship. In this we may surely say that they did not give
the true value to the fact that God’s great sacrifice had
been offered to him in heaven, and that the temple in
Jerusalem no longer represented God. Jesus, on leaving
it for the last time had said: “Your house is left unto
you desolate.”—Matthew 23: 38.

™ After this tumult the temple disappears from the
New Testament. It is probable that this incident taught
all the church in Jerusalem that there must be a clean
cut from all that represented Judaism; and as tradi-
tion relates that Andrew and Thomas and Peter went
far afield, it is probable that it also freed the brethren
for that wider service.

2 Here certainly is a lesson for today. Any weaken-
ing of the position of the message of truth that would
in any way pander to the weakness of former association
with Babylon or with the affairs of this world is sure
to prove hurtful. No good can ever come to anvone
by weakening the truth in order to readjust friendlvy
relationships with the existing order of things. Some
who know the fruth would say; ‘Statc it less abruptly,
make matters easier; show that we are good Christians
and do this in such a way that those who now oppose
the truth may understand our good motives.” All this is
misdirected sympathy. The time has again come when
the servants of Christ must warn all who will hear to
save themselves from the tribulation which is hasten-
ing on this present generation. (Matthew 24:34) To
fail to do this is to fail in a clear obligation to the trust
which comes with a knowledge of God’s present work.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

Where did St. Paul and his company tarry for awhile be-
fore going on to Jerusalem? What was the prophecy of
Agubus concerning Paul? What was Paul urged to do?
What was his answer? § 1, 2.

What was the proof that ¥Yaul should go on to Jerusalem?
What does the experience testify of Paul? When Chris-
tians determine upon a course, is it always apparent
that they wiil have the Iord’s approval? § 3, 4.

What singular statement is recorded? Of what was PPaul
charged? DMay this have been partly the eause of his
minor reception? What did the brethren desire Paul to do?
T 5.

Why is Paul's acceptance of the proposal open to question?
How did the Lord show his disapproval? What caused
the uproar and Paul's rough handling? | 6, 7.

What did Paul do upon his arrival at the custle? What ex-
pression of Paul’s caused the mob to burst out afresh?
What did the captain intend to do to relieve the situation?
What hindered him? 7 8, 9.

Was this experience overruled of God to teach the distine-
tion between the dispensation of law and the dispensa-
tion of grace? What proof have we that the temple at
Jerusalem no longer represented God? § 10, 11.

What lesson may we draw from today’s study? ¥low do
some seek to conipromise the truth? While we must
speak the truth in love, what is our duty? T 12.



PAUL BEFORE FELIX

PAUL SPEAKS IN SELF-DEFENSE—FELIX COURTS FAVOR WITH THE JEWS

~NOVEMBER 22-—AcTs 23:1 10 24: 27

SADDUCEES AND PHARISEES IN ANTITYPE,

“Herein I also exercise myself to have a conscience void of offense toward God and men always.” — Acts 24: 16,
A8 V.

chief captain Lyvsias ordered the Jews to accuse

Paul formally, and the council was set and
charged him. Paul in responding had no sooner de-
claved his sincerity, saving that he had ever sought to
serve God in all good conscience, than the high priest
commanded that he be smitten on the mouth. Paul in-
dignantly said: “God shall smite thee, thou whited
wall.” (Acts 23:3) This aroused much “righteous” in-
dignation in the crowd. and Paul was rebuked for speak-
ing thus to the high priest. Paul made no apology, but
intimated he would not have spoken so if he had known
the man was the high priest. Perhaps Paul could not
see verv well; in any case such a command was not to
be expected from one in such an office; and no doubt
Paul intended to convey this in his reply.

2 No doubt the Pharisees showed that they were not
specially displeased by the incident, as if such conduet
could be expected only from a high priest who was a
Sadducee. Paul saw that they were divided, and he
threw a bomb into the court: He cried out that he was
a Pharisece and the son of a Pharisee, and that it was
because he had a hope in the resurrection he was called
into question. As the Pharisees hated the Sadducecs
almost as much as they hated Paul, this reminder of
the fact that he was an opponent of the Sadducees
roused their partiality. Party cries arose, the court was
thrown into confusion, and Paul had to be rescued from
this rabble of wild religious leaders.—Acts 23: 10.

3 That night the Lord appeared to Paul and told him
that as he had testified in Jerusalem so he must in Rome,
As Paul had never preached the gospel in Jerusalem he
would understand this to mean he would have to testily
in Rome while in honds. On the following day a con-
spiracy was formed by forty Jews to kill Paul. He was
told of this by a nephew, and in turn he told the chief
captain, who had Paul removed at once to the Roman
headquarters in Cwsarea. This meant that Paul’s ac-
cusers must go there to accuse him; and this they did,
taking with them an orator named Tertullus. This man
opened his spwech by some complimentary words to
Felix, the governor. Charging Paul, he said: “This man
is a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition all over
the world, a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes; and
that he had purposed to profane the temple. We took
him and would have judged him according to our own
law ; but your chief captain took him from us by much
foree, and in this way forced the matter on the governor,
whese time might well have been spared.’

*The chiefs assented to this string of perversions.
Thea Taul was allowed to speak. e also spoke some

O N THE morning after the riotous commotion the

complimentary words to Felix, and then denied all the
accusations and any possibility of proof. But he gladly
admitted that he worshiped God in the way these men
said was heresy. He said that he sought to worship God
according to the law and the prophets, and that he was
a believer in the resurrection of the dead, both of the
just and the unjust, and that he had alwayvs sought to
have a conscience void of offence toward God and
toward men. (Acts 24:12-16) Ignoring the statements
of his accuscrs voiced by their spokesman Tertullus, who
was, of course, paid to express them, that he was a
mischief-maker and a mover of sedition with evil intent,
he gave the simple reason why he was in the temple. He
declared that these men had proved mnothing, that if
they knew anything they ought to have had witnesses
present, and that there was nothing of which these men
could accuse him except perhaps in this that by the
simple statement that he was a believer in the resurrce-
tion of the dead (Acts 24:21) he had thrown these
“rightecous” men into a desperate quarrel among them-
selves, causing them to fight each other.

5 Felix, who had a Jewish wife, well understood the
situation. He saw that TPaul’s accusers were moved
neither by love for God, nor for the temple, but by hate,
because in upholding the truth of the Scriptures, Paul
had proved their hypocrisy, and bhecause they saw in him
one whose teachings were dangerous to their position.
Telix said that he would confer with Lysias, the chief
captain; and he dismissed the court. He commanded
that Paul should be detained, but that he was to have
considerable liberty, and his acquaintances to have free
access to come to him and to minister to him.

6 After some time when Felix and his wife Drusilla
were again come to Cwsarea, they together listened to
Paul. As Paul reasoned of righteousness, self-restraint,
and judgment to come, Felix was much moved. He dis-
missed Paul, saying that he would see him again at a
more convenient seagon. But though he was thus moved,
he kept Paul in prison, hoping that Paul’s friends whom
he had allowed to minister to him would bring Paul
money to buy his freedom. Many a time he sent for
Paul, hoping for money; but aul had no money for
such a purpose, and his imprisonment in Cesarca lasted
two years. (Acts 24:27) At the end of that period
Felix was removed ; and this governor who had trembled
at Paul’s message showed his meanness of spirit by
leaving Paul hound, because he desired to show the Jews
a favor. He had trembled at the thought of judgment
to come ; but he cared more for the easc and couveniences
of the present life than for righteousness and truth, or
for his obligation to God.
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" The fact that the sect of the Sadducees oceupied the
high places of power in Jerusalem and in Judaism all
the time of our Lord’s ministry and during the carly
work of the church is important to any study of those
times. These men were openly avowed unbelievers in
their Scriptures, except indeed in those portions which
sutted them and which enabled them to gain and retain
office and such. privileges and profits as accrued to them
by being in power. They accepted the law of Moses and
the ceremonies attached to the sacrifices; and they re-
tained the tradition of the dark ages of the Jewish
¢hureh, those times during which the traditions of their
fathers were written, and which had become fastened
upon their Sacred Scriptures.

8 The Pharisces held to the law of Moses and to the
ceremonies, but were great sticklers for the tradition of
their fathers. They had allowed their [athers to interpret
the prophecies and to becloud the plain meaning of
certain laws by complex and sometimes ridiculous ad-
ditions ; and as their teachers had differed so much they
were without any certain teaching. None spoke with
authority (Compare Mark 1: 22.) ; hence the surprise of
the people when Jesus addressed them in simple terms
and with knowledge.

? The Sadducees were proud of their independence of
thought. The Pharisces were proud of their righteous-
ness in adherence to the Word of God. The Sadducees
were hypocrites in professing to serve God, when frankly
they discarded his Word, and therefore proved that they
cared nothing for him. The Pharisees were hypocrites in
that they were openly righteous before men, but secretly
were graspers after money and power. When truth wasin
question there was little to choose between the two. The
Pharisees and the Sadducees were equally desirous to
have Jesus crucified, and were equally desirous fo have
Paul put to death.

107t is not without meaning to us that these things
arc on record. The Sadducees have their counterpart in
the Modernists of today; for the Modernists, like the
Sadducees, are to all intents and purposes unbelievers
in the Word of God. Frankly they do not believe that
Gtod by his holy spirit spoke to holy men of old. Nor
do they believe in the resurrection of the dead. True,
they use the term when they must eonduct a burial ser-
vice ; but as for actual faith that God will raise the dead,
they have none. Also the fact that the Sadducees were
in the chief places of power and the religious officers in
those days has its counterpart today; for, excepting in
the church of Rome, it may be truly stated that the
Modernists hold the high places in the religious world.

1 The Pharisees correspond quite closely in type to
the Fundamentalists of today. The Fundamentalists
hold to the Word of God, and accept it as being given by
God’s holy spirit. Many of them are very well versed in
Bible knowledge and are lovers of the Word of God.
And many would stand by the Bible as the Word of
God at all costs, so surely are they that it gives the word of
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salvation. But the Fundamentalist is involved in the
traditien of his fathers, as the harisee was in the tradi-
tions of his. And the Fundamentalist is more bitteriy
opposed to the truth now being revealed concerning the
establishment of the kingdom than the Modernist is,

12 The Sadducees” anger concerning Jesus and Paul
was chiefly because what these preached challenged therr
position asx holding power. The Pharisees were filled
with bitterness against Jesus and Paul because what they
preached challenged the position of the Pharisees as
religious leaders and teachers.

8 The Iundamentalists of today have much zeal
toward God and the Bible, but are as far away from the
real truth as were the Pharisees of Jesus’ day; and they
have shown more bitterness to the messengers of the
proclamation of the present establishment of the king-
dom of heaven than have the modern Sadducees. TLe
Fundamentalist absolutely refuses to believe in a resurrce-
tion of the unjust which shall give those who have dicd
without knowledge of God an opportunity of coming to
him. under any circumstances.

1 Paul knew that the fact of an actual resurrection
of all men was the crucial factor. The Sadducees ab-
solutely denied it. The Pharisces accepted it, but vitiated
the purpose. So today it is the Fundamentalist, the
modern Pharisee, who will declare that there is to be
a judgment when all will have to come before God; but
he vitiates the Word of God inasmuch as he has no place
for the fact that the Seriptures deelare the conquest not
only of death, but of sin, and that God is not honored
unless by giving all men that opportunity of life in
resurrection which is clearly guaranteed in the ransom
he has provided for all men.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What did Paul say that prompted the high priest to com-
mand that he be smitten in the mouth? What does Paul's
answer suggest? ¥ 1.

How did Paul fake advantage of the situalion, and what
was the result? T 2,

In what way did the Lord comfort Paul? How was Paul
saved from the conspiracy that had been formed against
him? What accusations were ®rought against Paul? § 3.

How did Paul defend himself? What is the outstanding
part of his remarks? 1 4.

What did Ielix discern in Paul’s accusers? What did Felix
do? What was one of the objects of his kindness toward
Paul? What ignoble thing did Felix do? § 5, 6.

What position did the Sadducees occupy, and what did they
believe? What was the difliculty with the Plharisees?
78

What was the difference in the pride of the Sadducees and
Pharisees? When the truth was in question, what was
the differcnce between them? § 9.

Whom do the Sadducees typify? The Pharisees? What is
the deplorable condition of the Modernists and the Funda-
mentalists, religiously? Which class is the more pro-
nounced against the truth? § 10, 11.

‘Why did the preaching of Jesus and Paul anger the Sad-
ducees? Why did it embitter the Phuarisees? Is zeal
for God and the Bible indicative that one is led of the
holy spirit? § 12,13.

What was Paul’s message respecting the resurrection?
Upon what is the Bible quite explicit? When do we honor
God, in proclaiming what truth? § 14.



PAUL BEFORE AGRIPPA

— NOVEMBER 29—AcTs 25:1 10 26: 32

PAUL 18 RBSTFUL AND UNAFRAID—PAUL’'S ENTHUSIASM MOVES HIS HEARERS—THE RESURRLCTION AN OUTSTANDING
DOCTRINE.

“I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision.”"—Acts 26: 19.

wasted. There is reason for thinking that he and

Luke were together, and that it was then that Luke,
helped by the Apostle Paul, wrote the record of the Acts,
adding in duc course the account of Paul’s journey to
Rome and his experience there. We may presume that
Paul was now ready for a change. He had been hidden
from the Jews for two years, but they had not forgotten
hini; and as soon as Festus went up to Jerusalem to
make acquaintances with the city and with the leaders
of the Jews, they tried to get him to send Paul to Jeru-
galem, and they purposed to kill him on the road.
Festus decided against their request. Without doubt he
saw their malignant spirit, and said whatever accusation
was to be made against Paul must be made at Ceesarea.
The Jews lost no time, but accompanied Festus back to
(zesarea.

2 Luke says: They “laid many and grievous com-
plaints against Paul, which they could not prove”. (Acts
25:7) Paul denied an offence against either the law of
the Jews, or the temple, or against Cewesar. However,
Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, asked Paul
if he would go up to Jerusalem to be judged of the
things connected with the temple and the law. Festus
in asking this knew very well that for Paul to agree
would mean that he would go to his death. (See Acts
25:16.) Paul knew this, and immediately said: “I stand
at Cesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged:
to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou very well
knowest. For if I be an offender, or have committed any-
thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die; but if there
be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man
may deliver me unto them. I appeal to Cewsar.”—
Acts 25:10, 11.

PAUL I8 RESTFUL AND UNAFRAID

8 Paul’s case then stood where it did two years be-
fore. Had he not been completely restful in the will of
God the circumstances were such as would have tried
him very much. He was in the hands of men of the
world, and the religious rulers hated him and the truth
he preached, and would have brought about his death:
the rulers, Felix, and now Festus, cared nothing for
justice or righteousness, and he had nothing to gain from
contact with them. Did he fear death in making an
appeal to Cesar? Quite apparently he did not; for Nero
was Cesar at that time, and to use Paul’s own ex-
pression of a later day, he had put his head into the
lion’s mouth. (2 Timothy 4:1%) DIaul’s example of
patience and rest in the will of God 1s good to follow.
The life of a disciple is not his own, nor is his work to
be considered as finished till he can no longer go on.

PAUL’S two years of waiting in Cesarea were not
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It was by these experiences Paul got the {ulfilment of
his Master’s word, that he should witness to kings. (Acts
9:15) It was not for Paul to say how and when that
witness should he given, and he was too good a servant
to want to determine things which were deterinined for
him by his Lord.

* Festus would have been pleased to free Panl; for
no charge made by the Jews stood against him, and he
himeelf could make none. But since Paul had appraled
to Casar the case was taken out of Festus’ hands, and
he must sce that the prisoner who, as a Roman had the
right of such appeal, must have facility afforded to him.
Some time after this King (Herod) Agrippa and his
wife came to Cewsarea to pay a complimentary visit to
Festus, the new Roman governor. Festus told Agrippa
about Paul and, seeking to make a good impression tor
himself, related how he had declined to hand 1’aul over
to the Jews, well knowing that to do so would have
meant Paul’s death. Agrippa was interested and asked
Festus that Paul should be brought before him. The
next day with great pomp the king and queen and chief
captaing of the army and the principal men of the citv
came together, and Paul was brought out of prison.
TFestus said openly that he could find no case to make
out against him, and that it seemed a foolish thing to
send a man to Cwsar under such a condition, so that 1f
Agrippa could see anything whereby a charge could bo
formulated, he would be pleased.—Acts 25: 24-27.

PAUL’S ENTHUSIASM MOVES HIS HEARERS

® King Agrippa now signified to Paul that he choull
speak for himself, and Paul expressed his pleasure, be-
cause the king well understood all things connected with
the Jewish life and the temple service. Paul came at
once to the main point of the trouble, saying, “I stand
and am judged for the hope of the promise made of
God unto our fathers: . . . for which hope’s sake, King
Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews.” That hope centered
in the resurrection of the dead, and Paul continued, sav-
ing, “Why should it be thought a thing incredible with
you, that God should raise the dead?” (Acts 26:6-8)
He waived aside all the accusations about defiling the
temple and being a mover of sedition; for none of these
had been or could be proved against him. It was plain
to all they were hypocritically made. He disclosed the
root of the trouble. He had preached that Jesus of
Nazareth, the despised and rejected One, had been
raised from the dead, and that through him ail men
were to be raised from the dead. He told Agrippa how
in his madness of persccution he went abroad from
Jerusalem, and was on his way to Damascus when he
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hid seen a light above- the brightness of the sun, which
smote him and those with him to the ground, and that
he had heard a voice speaking to him ; that he had axked
who the speaker wax, and the answer wag, “I am Jesus,
whom thou persecutest.”

“Then Paul told of what Jesus had said to him. and
how he should be went to the Gentiles “to open their
cves, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan unto God. that they may receive
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which
are sanctified by faith that is in me. Whereupon, O
king Agrippa, I was not dizobedient unto the heavenly
vision” (Acts 26:18,19) He continued by saying how
tha# from that day he had to small and great =aid none
other things than that which the prophets and Moses
had said should come, that the Jews’ Messiah should
cuffer and be the first who should be raised from the
dead, and should show light unto the people and to the
Gentiles,

" Festus could stand this no longer. He cried out:
“Paul, thou art beside thyself ; much learnming doth make
thee mad.” (Acts 26:24) DPaul spoke kindly to him,
and turning to King Agrippa said: “Believest thou the
prophets? I know that thou believest.” Paul held the
court with his enthusiasm, and also by the spirit of the
Lord that was upon him. DBut King Agrippa arose,
and the company dispersed, and still they could find no
charge which could he laid against him, and King
Agrippa also testified that he might have been set at
liberty il he had not appealed unto Ceesar.

8 Paul’s action in making an appeal to Ceesar has been
questioned, as if he trusted to the worldly power rather
than to the care of the Lord. But Paul had no clear
alternative. If TFestus had decided to give him his
frecdem Paul would have taken it, though he knew his
cnemies were waiting as hungry wolves seeking his life.
He would have trusted to the Lord and tfaken such
courses as would have been open to him. But Festus
showed no intention to give him his liberty; and ap-
parently what lay before Paul was further illegal im-
prisonment. As the Lord had told him he was to wit-
ness in Rome in bonds, probably the thought that this
was the Lord’s way for him to go there occurred to him
then.

2 The attitude of these rulers before whom Taul ap-
peared is that of the same class today. With the ex-
ception of the Jews, whose hatred burned with fierce
flame toward Paul and would have brought about his
death had it not heen restrained, Telix, Ifestus, and
King Agrippa were all moved by I’aul, and each would
have been pleased to give Paul his liberty. They saw
his innocency and also the malignancy and hate of the
Jews. But these men, supposed to stand for right and
justice, cared nothing for these things, nor for the suf-
ferings of those who were the victims of their cupidity
or indiflerence. They were time-servers, always seeking
their own interests.
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1* Paul's declaration that the realization of the hope of
Israel depended upon the resurrection of the dead is
still true. If the dead are not raised, Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob cannot enter into their inheritance, and all
the dead of Israel were lost to life and happiness. The
Sadducees met all this with frauk unbelief, and if they
belicved in the resurrection it was only in the sense thai
a father was veswrrected in his son. The resurrection of
the dead is the stumbling-block today. The plan of God
is bound up with resurrection; for he cannot fulfil his
promise of restitution to mankind unless the dead come
forth from the grave.—Acts 3: 19-21.

1 The Modernist does not believe in a resurrection.
The Fundamentalist professes to do so; but he is the
most ardent supporter of Satan’s original lic when Satan

Alatly denied God's word and said that God did not tell the

trnth about death. (Genesis 3:4,5) The Fundamental-
ixt iy also a very ardent supporter of the heathen dogma
of man’s natural or inherent immorfality. The resurree-
tion of the dead, both the just and the unjust, is a fact
of God’s plan to be realized in the cstablishment of the
kingdom of heaven. That kingdom 1s not ouly to set
righteousness in the carth and to destroy the evil out of
man by the revelation of God’s love; its purpose is to
destroy all the enemies of (God, and therefore sin and
its consequent death are to be destroyed. (1 Corinthians
15:54; Hebrews 2:14) 'This means the eradication of
all evil and, therefore, that in all God’s fair creation
there will not be a single moral result of sin existent.
How beautiful the truth of the Word of God when {reed
from the distortions of the doctrines of devils! It is of
heaven and earth in harmony, the ransomed human fam-
ily enjoying the blessings of God, glad to be brought
home after being lost from him.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

When js it probable that FLuke wrote the Acts of the
Apostles? How long had [Paul been in prison n Ciesaren ?
Could the Jews prove their charges against Paul? What
did Paul do when asked of Festus 1f he would go to
Jerusalem? § 1,2,

What was Paul’'s condition as to his environments outward
and inward? Did he fear death at the uands of Nero?
What example did Paul set that we should follow? § 3.

What was the obligation of Festus since ’auf had appealed
to Ciesar? Before whom does Paul now malke his defense?
q 4.

What was the main point in Paul’s speech to King Agrippa?
What points did he ignore? § 5.

What did the Lord tell Paul about his going to the Gentiles?
What is the message that Paul declared he had given
them? What effect did this have upon Festus? How did
Paul proceed? 7 6, 7.

Should we question Paul's wisdom in appealing to Cosar?
q8.

When Felix, Festus and Agrippa were favorably moved
toward Paul to give him his liberty, why did they not do
s0? What was the real thing that stood in the way? § 9.

Upon what is the hope of Israel dependent? Is the resur-
rection of the dead still a stumbling-block today? How
many people therefore believe Acts 3:19-21? ¢ 10.

What hinders the Modernist from accepting a coming resur-
rection as a fact? What hinders the Fundamentalist from
a comprehension of the plan of God? \What is it that
is going to set the world right on the resurrection? 7 11,
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Sioux City, Ia. ... 14 Sutton, Nebr. ... 29
Winside, Nebr 15 Lincoln. Nebr. .. 23
Norfolk, Nebr. . 16  Nebraska City, Nebr. 7 25
Omaha, Nebr, 18 Kansas City, Mo. ... 26, 27
Ilavenna, Nebr. . 19, 20 Independence. Mo, ...... 7’ 2]
Grand Island, Nebr. ... 7 21 Jefterson City, Mo. ... 7 29,30
BROTHER H. E. HAZLETT
Jeffersonville, Ind. ..Oct. 10 Evansville, Ind. ........__ Oct 25
Louisville, Ky, ... . 18 ‘Washington, Ind. ” 26
Brandenburg, K 7 19 Mongomery, Ind. " 27
Magnet, Ind. 20,21 Viveennes, Ind. " 28,29
(annelton, Ind. ” 22 Sullivan, Ind. » 30
Boonville, Ind. » 23  Dugger, Ind. ... Nov 1
BROTHER M. L. HERR
Wichita, Kans. . ........0ct. 18  Douglass, Kans, 26
Iardtner, Kans. 19,20 Augusta, Kans. .. o 27
Anthony, Kans e 21 Eldorado, Kans. ) 28
Arkansas City, Kans. ” 22 Hutchinson, Kans. . 29
Winfield, Kans. . ... 23  l'ratt, Kans. o 30
Wellington, Kans. ” 25 Preston, Kans, . .Nov 1
BROTHER W. M. HERSEE
PBeamsville, Ont. ... Qct. 14, 15 Simcoe, Ont. ... Oct 25
§t. Catharines, Ont. .. 7 16, 18 Courtland, Ont. L7 27
Welland, Ont. _......... ” Tilsonburg, Ont. " 28
Nragara F I‘alls Ont. Viernma, Ont. " 20
Dunnville, ont. Ayimer, Ont. ” 30
Port Dover, Ont. Sf. Thomas, Ont. ... Nov. 1
. 8. MURRAY
Pell City, Ala. . 19  Northport, Ala. ... Oct. 27
Brompton, Ala. 20  Montgomery, Ala. ..... 28
Yeeds, Ala. - ” 21 Selma, Ala. . ” 29
Bessemer, Ala. . v 22 Notasulga, Ala, ” 30
Rirmingham, Ala, » 23,25 Columbus, Ga. . Noy. 1
Juisceloosa, Ala. ” 26 Union Sprm:,s, Ala. ... 2

BROTHER G. R. POLLOCK

Peck, Ida. ... _ Ot 22 Butte, Mont. 1
Mosoov& Id:. ” 23 Helena, Mont. ... ” 2
Spol\ane, Wish. . ” 24,25 Great Falls, Mont, - 3
Misxoula, Mont: » 27,29 Virgelle, Mont. ” 4
Pablo, Mont .. ... i 28 Corrai Voulee, Mont. 75,6
Deer Lodge, Mont. _____. " 30 Tampico, Mont. i 8
BROTHER V. C. RICE
Louisville, O ..Oct. 16  Mansfield, O. Oct. 25
Canton, O. .. v 18 Galion, O. ... ” 23
Wooster, O. .Y 19 Marion, O. . " 27
Ashland, 0. . » 21  Attiea, O. ” 28
Shelby, O.. . ... .7 22 Titlin, O. .. i 20
Crestline, O, . ... L 23  Fostoria, O. " 30

BROTHER R. L. ROBID

Dutler, Pa. .. ... 18  Sharon, Pa. 23
Elwood City, 1. - 19  Greenville, Pa, . 0 26
New Brighton., a. ... 7 20  Cambridge Springs, Pa. 7 27, 24
New Cancle, t " 21  Meadville, Ya. . 7 29
West Middlescx Y 22 Qil City, Pa. .. 30
Farrell, Pa. ... L 23 'Titusviile, Pa. ... 1
BROTHER O. L. SULLIVAN
Merrill, Wis, ... .....Oct. 13  Vulean, Mich. ... .. Oct. 21
Wausaun, Wik, " 15 Sault Ste. Marvie, Mich, 23
Chntonville, Wi ” 16 Sault Ste. Marie, Can. 7’ 25
Bonduel, Wis, L7 18 Marquette, Mich, . ... "’ 20
Green Bay, Wis. .Y 19 Bruces Crossing, Mich. ” 27
Marinette, Wis. ” 20  Superior, Wis. ........... 28, 29

BROTHER W. J. THORN

Benewah, Ida. ... 20 Cheney, Wash. . S
Garfield, Wash. 21 Colville, Wash. . 1]
Colfax, -Wash. . 22 Danville, Wash. 1
Oakesdale, Wash. . 23  Chesaw, Wash. . 4
Spokane: Wash. _....” 24,253 CQroville, Wash, . " [
Coeur D’Alene, Ida, ... " 27  Wenatchee, Wash. ... " 8
BROTHER T. H. THORNTON
Arcadia, Fla. ... ...0ct. 18  West Palm Beach, Fla. Oct 26, 27
Punta Gorda. Fl ” 19 Key West, Fla. 28, 29
Wauchula, Fla. . 20 Miami, Fla. oo ()ct 30, Nov.1
Lakeland, Fla. » 21 Melbourne Ila. Nov. 3
Avon Park. ......... ”o22 Titusville. Fla. 4
Moore Haven, Fla. » 25 Daytona, Fla. ...... 4 5

BR(?THER S. H. TOUTJIAN

Palestine, Tex. 18 Logansport. La. ..
Dialville, Tex. 19 Joaquin, Tex.
Rusk, Tex. ... ” 20  Center, Tex. .
Clawson, Tex. ’ 21 Beaumont, Tex.
Broaddus, Tex. . ” 22 Port Arthur, Te
Shreveport, La. 23,25 DBeaumont, Tex.

BROTRHER J. C. WATT

San DBruno, Calif. . ....Oct. 19 North Vailejo, Calif. ....Qct. 28
Eureka, Calif. . . L 21 St. Helena, Calif. .. . 729
Upper Lake, Calif. »o22,23 Richmond, Calif. 30
Healdsburg, Calit. " 25  QOakland, Calit. . ov. 1
Santa Rosa, Calif. ” 26  Modesto, Calif, Y2
San Rafael, Calif. ... " 27  Turlock, Calif. "3

BROTHER J. B. WILLIAMS

Birch Run, Mich, Brightmoor, Mich.

Flint, Mich, .... Detroit, Mich, ... 2
Charlotte, Mich. Port Hurom, Mich, ” 24
Lansing, Mich. Windsor, Ont. ... ” 27
Sunfield, Mich. .. Ferndale, Mich. ” 28
Plymouth, Mich. ... Royal Oak, Mich. .. ” 29
BROTHER L. F. ZINK
Pittshurgh, Pa. Oct. 1 St. Louis, Mo, 25
Dennisen, O, . ” 19 Lebanon, Mo. . 26
Indianapolis, Ind ” 20 Springﬁeld, Mo. . 727,28
Brazil, Ind. ........ ? 21 Claremore, Okla. ... ” 29
Terre Haute, Ind ” 22  Nowata, Okla. ...... Oct. 30, Nov. 1
East St. Louis, I11 ... » 23  Sallisaw, Okla. .......... Nov. 2
BETHEL HYMNS FOR NOVEMBER

Sunday 1 305 8 225 15 161 22 282 29 300
Monday 2 89 9 224 16 276 23 182 30 5
Tuesday 2 46 10 314 17 204 24 95
Wednesday 4 132 11 126 18 330 25 307
Thursday 5 111 12 93 19 185 26 17

Friday 6 244 18 203 20 196 27 143
Saturday 7 149 14 137 21 258 28 81



