
Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity; the sea and the waves (the restless, discontented) roaring; i n’s hearts failing them for fear and for looking to
the things coming upon the earth (society); for the powers of the heavens (ecclesiasticsm) shall be shaken. . . When ye see these things begin toYonie'to Dass' then 
know that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Look up, lift up your heads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth nigh.—-Matt. 24.33; Mark 13.29; Luke 2 1:25-3L



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION
THIS Journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “ Seminary Extension” , now being 

presented in all parts of the civilized world by the W a t c h  T o w er  B ible  & T ract  So c ie ty , chartered A. D. 1884, “For the Pro­
motion of Christian Knowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but 
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s conventions and of the 
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions^

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published Stu d ie s  most entertainingly arranged, and very 
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei M inister (V. D. M .), which translated 
into English is M inister o f God’s W ord . Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible 
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated 
•—redemption through the precious blood of “ the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom  [a corresponding price, a substitute] for 
all”. (1 Peter 1 : 1 9 ;  1 Timothy 2 : 0 )  Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3 :  11- 
J.5; 2 Peter 1 :5 -11 ) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “ make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which. . .has 
been hid in God, . . .  to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God”— “which in other ages 
was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”.— Ephesians 3 : 5-9,19.

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest 
subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures. It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord 
hath spoken— according to the divine wisdom granted-unto us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident; 
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as a trust, to be used only in his 
service; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his 
good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite but urge our 
leaders to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “ the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship” ; that its construction has been in progress throughout 

tlie gospel age— ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when 
finished, God's blessing shall come “ to all people”, and they find access to him.— 1 Corinthians 3 :  1G, 17 ; Ephesians 2 :2 0 -2 2 ;  
Genesis 2 8 : 1 4 ;  Galatians 3 :29 ,

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses ; and when the 
last of these “living stones”, “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together 
in the first resurrection ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout 
the Millennium.— Revelation 15 : 5-8.

That the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every  
man,” “a ransom for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world” , “in due time”.—  
Hebrews 2 : 9 ;  John 1 : 9 ;  1 Timothy 2 : 5 ,  6.

That tlie hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,” be “partakers of the divine nature’,’ and share his 
glory as his joint-heir.— 1 John 3 : 2 ;  John 1 7 : 2 4 ;  Romans 8 : 1 7 ;  2 Peter 1 : 4 .

Tnat the present mission of the church is thfe perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every 
grace; to be God’s witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in tlie next age.— Ephesians 4 : 1 2 ;  Matthew 2 4 ; 
14 ; Revelation 1 : 6 ;  20 : G.

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the 
restitution of all that-was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church, 
when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed .— Acts 3 :19-23 ; Isaiah 35.
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BETHEL HYMNS FOR JULY

Sunday 5 272 12 243 19 209 26 7
Monday 6 328 13 252 20 67 27 261
T u e s d a y 7 174 14 256 21 147 28 57
AVednesdny 1 315 8 281 15 240 22 3 29 41
Thursday a 38 9 257 16 90 23 78 30 263
Friday 3  100 IO 264 17 124 24 205 31 327
Saturday 4 322 11 50 18 301 25 11

T he  I n te rn ation al  B ib l e  S tudents A ss o c ia tio n  w ill hold 
conventions as follows :

Springfield, Mass., August 13 to 10, inclusive, 1923.
Indianapolis, Ind., August 24 to 31, inclusive, 1923,
Wilmington, N. C., October 22 to 25, inclusive, 1925.

We make this announcement now in advance in order thn, the 
friends may arrange their vacation periods accordingly. More Re­
tailed information will be published later*.

RABID PROGRAMS
W B B 11, New York City (official address, 124 Columbia 

Heights, Brooklyn, N. Y.), 272.0 meters. Sunday 
morning, 10: 00 to II : 30; Sunday evening, 9: 00 to 
10:30; Monday, Thursday raid Saturday evenings, 
8 .00 to 9 :0 0 ; Daylight-Saving, E, Standard Time.

W O R D , Batavia, 111., (Official address, Webster Hotel, 
Chicago, 111.), 275 meters Sunday morning 10:00 
to 11 00; Sunday evening, 0 :45 to 8 :0 0 ; Mon­
day evening, S : 90 to 9 :0 9 ; Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings, 8 .30  to 
9 :3 0 , Daylight-Saving, Central Standaid Time.

K F K B ,  Milford, Kansas, 2SC meters. Sunday evenings, 
8*30 to 9*30,  Central Standard Time. Lectures 
and musical programs under auspices ol Abilene 
Ecclesia.

CI I UC,  Saskatoon, Sask. Canada, 330 meters. Sunday 
evenings, 7 30 to 9.00,  Monday and Wednesday 
evenings, 8.00 to 9 30, Mountain Standard Time. 
Lectures and musical pjograms under auspices of 
Saskatoon Ecclosn.
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LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS
“ Vnlo ilic upright lhere ariseth light in the darkness.” — Psalm 111:.).

T HE human race is in the valley of death. The world 
has ended and is rapidly dying, and with it many 
peoples of the earth. It is the day of God's ven­

geance upon Satan's organization, and all the nations 
are under judgment. Concerning this time the Prophet 
says: “ A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of 
clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread up­
on the mountains.”  (Joel 2 :2 )  We are here reminded 
of the darkness that enshrouds the mountain peaks just 
before the first gray streaks of the light of day appear. 
It  is a dark time for the world. It is light in due sea­
son for those of Zion; that is to say, those saints now 
on earth are to speak to each other concerning this great 
darkness and its meaning, and to comfort and encourage 
each other as the darkness increases. The command of 
the Lord is: “ Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound 
an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants 
of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord comcth, 
for it is nigh at hand.” — Joel 2: 1.

2 Another of God’s holy prophets, looking down to the 
day when the peoples of earth would enter this time 
of darkness, says: “ That day is a day of wrath, a day 
of trouble and distress, a day of wastencss and desola­
tion, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds 
and thick darkness, a day of the trumpet and alarm 
against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.”  
(Zephaniah 1: 15, 1C) Since the tragedy of Eden the 
peoples of earth, cut off from the sunshine of God’s 
favor, have been in the land of “ the shadow of death” , 
moving on in darkness, which is well represented in the 
land that lies along the banks of the Jordan, traversed 
by the waters which hurry on to the Dead Sea.— Isaiah 
9 :2 ;  Matthew 4 : 13, 1C.

3 The journey of the human family down through the 
ages has been run like that of the Israelites traveling 
from Egypt, “ through the wilderness, through a land 
of deserts and of pits; through a land of drought, and 
of the shadow of death; through a land that no man 
passed [safely] through, and where no man dwelt.”  
(Jeremiah 2: 6) Cut off from God’s smile and exposed 
to the attacks of darkness, it is no marvel that man has 
realized his unhappy lot, and backward through the

ages has looked with longing eyes and fainting heart 
to the paradise where the smile of Jehoiah was joy to 
his heart and sunshine to his soul. But thanks be 1o 
God, the ties that bind the earthly creature to Jehovah 
are not entirely and forever severed. “ Eor his anger 
endureth but a moment: in bis favor is life: weeping 
may endure, for a night, but joy eometh in the morn­
ing.” — Psalm 30 : 5.

WHY THE DARKNESS.
4 The inspired Apostle says that ihe rulers of this 

world are rulers of darkness (Ephesians G :12), and 
that the chief ruler or god of this world is Satan. (3 
Corinthians 4 :3 ,4 )  This evil one is also designated 
as the prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2 :2 )  
and as the prince of this world. (John 12:31) The 
Scriptures disclose that he who is the prince or ruler 
of this dark world was the first to become disloyal to 
God, and by reason of his wickedness man was induced 
to sin. Following the course of wickedness pursued by 
Satan, great numbers of the angels of heaven sinned 
and became a part of the principalities of darkness. 
These angels God has restrained in darkness until the 
great judgment day.— 2 Peter 2 :4 ;  Jude G.

5 The organized powers and principalities of Satan, 
invisible, constitute the evil heavens or invisible ruling 
power. Man for a long time has endeavored to organize 
governments, hoping thereby to safeguard his own in­
terests. Being weak, he has yielded to the seductive 
influences of Satan. He has become vain in his im­
aginations. His foolish heart has become darkened and 
his organized governments have become a part of Satan’s 
organization.

c For many centuries Satan has been the prince of 
the wicked heavens and the god of the evil world. Dur­
ing all that time it has been the constant purpose of 
Satan to make God appear a liar and his Word unreli­
able. He has induced man to believe that there is no 
sin; that there is no death; and that God’s judgments 
are of no effect. He has turned the minds of the great 
masses of humanity away from the Lord and from his 
Word. Men have organized legitimate commerce and
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hav® attempted to- deal honestly with their neighbors. 
Satan has overreached the minds-of these chief ones of 
commerce, increased their greedy desires, and turned 
the commercial interests into wicked profiteering, and 
made this a means of oppressing mankind. With an 
honest desire to have governments in the interest of the 
people, men have formulated some wholesome laws and 
established courts to mete out justice to the offenders 
and for protection to the oppressed. But overreached 
by the sinister and wicked influence of Satan, selfish 
men have made the courts a farce, and justice a mockery, 
greatly to the sorrow of mankind.

7 The Lord planted his Church on earth, a pure vine, 
and into its organization many men entered, with a 
sincere desire of serving God. Early in its history Satan 
overreached the leaders of the church organization, 
turned their minds to selfishness and caused them to 
join the other part of his worldly organization. He 
has increased in men’s minds and hearts the desire for 
power, fame and great reputation, that they might re­
ceive the plaudits of the world. Many who have pre­
tended to represent the Lord and who have appeared 
in his name have become the very instruments of the 
prince of darkness. These emissaries of Satan have 
hypocritically assumed to represent God, blasphemed 
his holy name, and manifested their enmity toward the 
truth.

8 These three elements, commercial, political and eccle­
siastical, compose the governing factors of the wicked 
world, and with one accord they proclaim the blasphe­
mous doctrines that the unholy alliance is divinely con­
stituted and rules the world by divine right. The Lord 
in his Word designates such as “ the power of darkness’’ . 
(Luke 2 2 :5 3 )  The people are steeped in ignorance 
concerning the Word of God, and truly there is a famine 
in the land for the hearing of his Word. (Amos 8: 11) 
The masses cry and moan under the wicked hand of 
the oppressor. Truly the whole creation groans and 
travails in pain until now.

THE LIGHT
0 The inspired writer of the Scriptures says: “ This 

then is the message which we have heard of him, and 
declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all.”  (1 John 1 :5 )  The great eternal One, 
the Source of light, dwells in the light which no man 
can approach unto.— 1 Timothy 6 : 16.

10 When God created the earth that it in his due time 
might be a fit habitation for man (Isaiah 45: 12,18), 
he made the clouds its garment, and thick darkness a 
swaddling band for it. (Job 38: 9) At his command 
the darkness fled away. “ And God said, Let there be 
light; and there was light.”  (Genesis 1 :3 )  He is the 
great Source of light, and all who enjoy the light must 
be in harmony and remain in harmony with him.

11 Foreshadowing a class who delight themselves in 
the Lord, and who rejoice in the light that comes to them

from him, David wrote: “ Bless- the Lord, 0  my soul. 
0  Lord my God, thou art very great: thou art clothed with 
honor and majesty. Who covcrest thyself with light 
as with a garment; who stretchest out the heavens like 
a curtain: who layeth the beams of his chambers in the 
waters; who maketh the clouds his chariot; who walketh 
upon the wings of the wind; who maketh his angels 
spirits; his ministers a flaming fire; who laid the foun­
dations of the earth, that it should not be removed for 
ever. Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a gar­
ment ; the waters stood above the mountains.” — Psalm 
104: 1-6.

LIGHT OF THE WORLD
12 Jesus Christ is the express image of Jehovah and 

possesses the brightness of his glory, and is the bright 
and morning star. (Revelation 22: 16) Since the dark 
day began at the expulsion from Eden, God has had 
some representatives on earth that reflected his light. 
Against all such Satan has fought and his effort has 
been to destroy them. In the fulness of time God sent 
to the earth his beloved Son, that he might redeem man­
kind and lead the willing ones out of darkness into 
light and life. Early in his ministry, speaking to the 
ecclesiastics of that time uho fraudulently claimed to 
represent God, Jesus said: “ I am the light of the world; 
he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life.”  (John 8 :1 2 ) To his 
disciples he declared: “ I  must work the works of him 
that sent me, while it is day; the night cometh, when 
no man can work. As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.”  (John 9 :4 ,5 )  Speaking 
with authority to those in darkness he said: “ I am come 
a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me 
should not abide in darkness. And if any man hear 
my words, and believe not, I judge him not; for I came 
not to judge the world, but to save the world.” — John 
12: 46,47.

13 Every creature who receives the light of God re­
ceives a favor of priceless value. All life and all light 
proceed from God. Light and life as applied to Jehovah 
are synonymous terms. Knowing this, we can better 
understand the words of Jesus when he said: “ This is 
life eternal, that they might know thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”

14 Writing of his mission to earth and the blessing that 
Jesus would be to those who would receive him, the 
words of St. John are: “ In him was life ; and the life 
was the light of men. And the light shineth in dark­
ness; and the darkness comprehended it not.”  (John 
1: 4, 5) This great light came into the dark world 
and was its light when here. He came to give his life 
a ransom for mankind, to the end that man might have 
life and have it more abundantly. (Matthew 2 0 :2 8 ; 
John 10: 10) In due time he will abolish death and 
destroy him that has the powrer of death, because he 
“ hath brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel.” — 2 Timothy 1 :1 0 ;  Hebrews 2 : 14.
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THE CHURCH

15 Everything that is in harmony with God, the great 
Source of light, must reflect the light. The Church, 
which is the Body of Christ, and each memb'er thereof 
who is pleasing to the Lord, must be in the light and 
reflect the light of the Lord. In proportion as one has 
the spirit of the Lord he has the light and reflects that 
light. The spirit of the Lord is made manifest in and 
by his Word. He who has the spirit of the Lord can 
understand the Word of God, as it is revealed. It is 
by and according to his own will and his AYord that God 
begets the members of the Body of Christ to the divine 
nature. (James 1: 18) He begets them to a hope of 
life, reserved in heaven for those who are kept by his 
power through faith. Faith in the merit of Christ 
Jesus, a full and complete consecration, justification 
and spirit-begetting, mark the beginning of the new 
creature whose prospects from that time forward are to 
membership in the glorious Body of Christ.

16 Each Christian was once in darkness even as the 
world is in darkness. Now the Lord has brought these 
new creatures out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
For this reason the Christian can ahvays give thanks 
unto the Father, who hath made us meet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the saints in light; who hath 
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath trans­
lated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. (Colossians 
1: 12,13) But the mere fact that a member of the 
Church has been translated out of darkness does not 
mean that he will not continue to have a battle with the 
powers of darkness. There is still a battle-ground in 
his mind and he must continue to fight against princi­
palities, powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
(Ephesians 6 :1 2 ) As a new creature, that he might 
please God, he must walk in the light. (Ephesians 5 :8) 
He must avail himself of the provision God has made 
to keep him in the light. The world is in darkness and 
the Lord is the light. The Christian must be made into 
the likeness of the Lord. This is a transforming pro­
cess. Hence, says the Apostle, “ Be not conformed to 
this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is the good, and ac­
ceptable, and perfect will of God.” — Romans 12: 2.

17 This means that the mind of the new creature must 
feed upon the Word of God, that he may have light by 
which he can walk and which brings him life. Hence 
it is written for the Christian’ s benefit: “ The command­
ment is a lamp, and the law [of God] is light.” —  
Proverbs 6: 23.

18 To the Christian the Word of God is a lamp unto 
his feet and a light illuminating his pathway; and he 
who receives the Word of the Lord receives light and 
understanding. (Psalm 119 :105, 130) The light of the 
Lord that shines in this dark world is not for those who 
refuse to walk in it. It is not for those who love wick­
edness. “ Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness

for the upright in heart.”  (Psalm 97: 11) The right­
eous on earth are only those who are in Christ and who 
abide there.

SURROUNDED BY DARKNESS

19 All along her journey the Church has been sur­
rounded by the darkness of this evil world. The prince 
of darkness, taking advantage of the weakness of the 
weary traveler in Zion, has attempted to darken his 
mind. Sometimes the way has seemed very dark; but 
still striving to walk in the light the Christian has re­
joiced in the promise that “ unto the upright there 
ariseth light in the darkness. God is gracious, and full 
of compassion, and righteous.” — Psalm 112:4.

20 Those w'ho contend for righteousness and who are 
diligently walking in the light, with confidence look up 
to the Lord and say, “ For thou wilt light my candle; the 
Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.” — Psa. 18: 28.

21 AVhen darkness surrounds, and when the evil one 
is active, to calm the Christian’s fear the Lord gently 
whispers: “ Thou shalt not be afraid of the terror by 
night.”  (Psalm 9 1 :5 )  Many times when these terrors 
surround the Christian) he finds strength in confidently 
claiming the promise of the Lord, as it is written: “ The 
Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I  fear ? 
the Lord is the strength of my life ; of whom shall I  
be afraid?” — Psalm 27:1 .

MUST CONTINUE IN THE LIGHT

22 God has not given to the saints all the light at one 
time. They could not have borne it all at once. He 
has graciously revealed it to them step by step, for their 
own good. “ The path of the just is as the shining 
light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”  
(Proverbs 4 :1 8 )  AATien the Lord sees it to be well to 
give more light to his people then it is given.

23 Every Christian should remember that the Scrip­
tures are not of private interpretation. God has not 
committed to man the authority to interpret his AYord. 
Jehovah is the Source of light and he sends forth his 
light to his people through his beloved Son by his 
spirit in his own good time. Jesus, the head of his 
Church, feeds his Body members upon the AYord and 
illuminates their minds according to the Father’s will. 
Members of the Church, therefore, should watch for the 
increased light that the Lord sheds forth upon their 
pathway, that they may diligently walk therein. It 
will not do for a Christian to say: ‘I  have learned all 
that can be understood of God’s AYord, and there is 
no more to learn in this time.’ Such has been the 
trouble with some professed Christians all along the 
age. They have advanced to a certain point and there 
stopped and refused to look for more light, much less 
to further walk in the light. For this reason some have 
had “ their understanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart.”  (Ephesians 4 :
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18) Nowhere docs the Lord encourage ignorance or 
indolence in seeking him through his Word.

24 Nominal Christendom, as we now see it, fell into 
this very snare of ignorance, indolence, unfaithfulness 
and darkness. The leaders in the ecclesiastical systems 
have put away the Word of God, the lamp that was given 
to light the Christian’s pathway, and have walked on 
in their own wisdom. They have become wise in their 
own conceits and have ignored the light that the Lord 
has provided. Some of these by nature have been more 
brilliant than other men. Their natural brilliancy and 
lack of humility was a misfortune to them. The Lord 
Likens their brilliancy merely to sparks that soon disap­
pear in the darkness. To them he says: “ Who is among 
you that feareih the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of 
his servant, that walkcth in darkness, and hath no light? 
let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon 
his God. Behold, all ye that kindle a tire, that compass 
yourselves about with sparks [the light of your own 
wisdom] ; walk in the light of your fire, and in the 
sparks that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of mine 
hand, ye shall lie down in sorrow.” — Isaiah 50:10,11 .

OUTER DARKNESS

23 I f  one brought out of darkness into the light fails 
<ir refuses to appreciate his privilege and avail himself 
of God’s provision, he is in danger of greater darkness. 
It behooves each Christian now to look well to his path­
way; that he walk in the light of the Lord in this evil 
hour. The Scriptures show that there will be some, 
particularly in the end of the age, who will fail to appre­
ciate their privileges, lose the light and be cast into 
outer darkness. What would lead to such a disaster? 
Among some of the things mentioned by the Scriptures 
are these: Bitterness of heart; slothfulness; indifference 
to privileges of service; a failure and refusal to walk 
in the light, and a returning to the world from which 
they were taken. If one permits himself to become 
embittered against his brother, he loses the spirit of the 
Lord and therefore loses the spirit of light, and dark­
ness ensues.

2r' The apostle Paul, warning the Christians against 
the perils of darkness now surrounding them, says: 
“ Follow peace with all, and holiness, without which no 
man shall see the Lord; looking diligently lest any 
man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness 
springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled.” 
-—Hebrews 12: 14, 15.

27 Contention and strife amongst the brethren in the 
classes or otherwise leads to bitterness, and this bitterness 
leads to a loss of the spirit of the Lord. The Apostle 
plainly shows that in order to have an understanding of 
the mysteries of God, to appreciate the precious truths 
of the Lord’s AVord and walk in the light thereof, the 
hearts of God’ s people must be united together in love. 
(Colossians 2 :2 ,3 ,  Diaglott) It follows, then, that 
where there is bitterness, if persisted in it drives out the

light, because it drives out love, and darkness results.
28 Hatred will lead to darkness. If one persists in 

permitting bitterness in his heart to result in hatred 
of his brother, he is sure to go into darkness. “ He 
that saith ho is in the light, and hateth his brother, is 
in darkness even until now. lie  that loveth his brother 
abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of 
stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is 
in darkness, and walkcth in darkness, and knoweth 
not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded 
his eyes.” — 1 John 2: 9-11.

29 A\re are now in that dark hour of the world’s his­
tory in which everything is being shaken that can be 
shaken. (Hebrews 12 :27 ) One of the essentials to 
abide in the light and to withstand the shaking is to 
unselfishly look to the interests of our brethren as new 
creatures in Christ, as it is written: “ Let brotherly love 
continue.”  (Hebrews 13: 1) In the parable of the tal­
ents the Lord shows that to those who have been brought 
into the light he has committed certain interests of his 
kingdom, and to all of his servants he has committed 
all his goods or interests of his kingdom. To each one 
is given a measure of the spirit of the Lord, and if he 
diligently walks in the light and avails himself of oppor­
tunities of serving the Lord, prompted by the spirit of 
love, he increases in the Lord’s spirit.

30 But to one who is indifferent, who fails to feed his 
mind upon the AATord of God, who fails, neglects or re­
fuses to avail himself of opportunities to proclaim the 
truth, and who thereby fails to safeguard the interests 
of the kingdom committed to him, such by the Lord is 
counted “ a wicked and slothful servant” . The Lord’s 
pronounced penalty against such is: “ Take therefore the 
talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten 
talents. . . . And cast ye the unprofitable servant into 
outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.”  (Matthew 25: 28, 30) Surely the Lord has his 
own good way of making known the good news of his 
kingdom. He has commanded his followers to proclaim 
the truth to the world as his witnesses.

31 The consecrated are looking forward to the time 
when they might be made members of the Lord’s wed­
ding party, partaking with him at the wedding feast. 
The preparation for that happy day is illustrated by 
putting on the wedding garment. One who refuses to 
conform to the Lord’s appointed way of preparing him­
self is thereby refusing to put on and maintain the wed­
ding garment. And when the day of reckoning comes 
the Lord directs that such a one shall be cast into outer 
darkness.— Matthew 22:13.

32 There is now great danger of Christians becoming 
overcharged with the cares of this life and permitting 
themselves to become sleepy or indifferent to the inter­
ests of the Lord’s kingdom, and to fall back into the 
darkness. Failing to feed the mind upon his AVord of 
Truth, failing or refusing to avail oneself of opportuni­
ties of serving the Lord, will cause one to grow drowsy
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and his hand to slack. This is a dangerous position; 
and it is the privilege of each of the brethren to call 
the others’ attention to this condition that they might 
be awakened. To such the Apostle says: “ Awake thou 
that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee light.” — Ephesians 5 :14 .

33 Only the saints will continue to walk in the light 
unto the perfect day. Those who turn away from the 
Lord and from his precious provision are classed with 
the wicked. “ The way of the wicked is as darkness; 
they know not at what they stumble.” — Prov. 4 : 18,19.

CONFLICTING ORGANIZATIONS

34 The visible part of Satan’s organization is desig­
nated as the beast, composed of the three elements, self­
ish commercial, political and ecclesiastical power. These 
are now steeped in darkness and walk on in the dark. 
So gross is their darkness that they even presume to 
hide their war's from the Lord. Their works are in the 
dark, even though they claim to be in the light. (Isaiah 
29 : 15,16) The commercial powers openly and flagrant­
ly violate every rule of justice in their oppression of the 
poor for their own selfish gain. The political powers 
ignore the rights of the people and willingly and openly 
violate the laws which they themselves have made. The 
clergy ignore the Word of God, and many openly deny 
his Word and the blood of Jesus Christ that bought 
them. They have been warned of the Lord to judge 
justly and to deal righteously with the poor and needy; 
but they have refused to heed and consequently walk 
on in darkness. (Psalm 82 :3 -5 ) Such constitute the 
wicked organization of Satan, which has reached its 
day of judgment.

33 God’s organization visible is composed of those on 
earth who have been begotten and anointed of the holy 
spirit and who appreciate the privilege of being in his 
service. Because they reflect the light of the Lord 
they are the light of the world, even as Jesus said: 
‘We are the light of the world.”  These must work in 
harmony with Jehovah, the great Source of light, and 
with all the other members of his organization, Christ 
and the glorified members of his Body beyond the vail, 
and the holy angels of heaven. They must let their 
light shine, as representatives of the Lord.— Luke 11: 
33-36; Matthew 5:14-16.

36 Now darkness covers the earth and gross darkness 
the people, and the command to these faithful ones of 
the Lord is: “ Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and 
the glory of the Lord hath risen upon thee.”  (Isaiah 
6 0 :1 ) These must shine by reflecting the light of the 
present King of glory, who has taken unto himself his 
power and begun his reign.

37 Satan is the prince of darkness and has the power 
of death. He would destroy all who refuse to obey him. 
The Christian absolutely refuses to obey him and flees 
to Christ for refuge. Jesus Christ is the Prince of 
light and of life. He became a man that he might re­

deem the race; and there has been committed to him 
all power in heaven and in earth. (Hebrews 2 :1 4 ) 
“ For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that 
he might destroy the works of the devil.” — 1 John 3: 8.

38 Now the great battle is on. It is the beast, the 
devil’s visible organization, led by Satan himself, war­
ring against the Lamb and his organization. The vic­
tory is with the Lord, and those who are faithful and 
true to the end shall stand with him in victory.— Rev­
elation 17:14.

RAISE UP THE STANDARD

39 It is not sufficient now to merely know the truth 
and feed upon it. But he who walks in the light and 
shows his appreciation and his love for the Lord must 
obey the Lord’s commandments. Satan, the prince of 
darkness, who is leading bis cohorts against the Prince 
of Light and his followers, has come in like a flood. This 
is a flood of falsehood and wickedness. The command 
to the Christian, therefore, is : “ When the enemy shall 
come in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord shall lift up 
a standard against him.”  (Isaiah 59 :19 ) The enemy’s 
flood of lies would efface the name of God from the 
minds of men and turn the whole world into complete 
and absolute darkness and away from God. Now the 
Lord says to those who are followers of the light: “ Ye 
are my witnesses, . . . that I  am God.”  (Isaiah 43: 
10,12) “ And I have put my words in thy mouth, and 
I  have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that 
I  may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the 
earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people.” —  
Isaiah 51:16.

THE STANDARD

40 Those who have the spirit of the Lord and who are 
therefore in the light must now raise up the standard 
against the enemy. This standard is that of righteous­
ness and truth, the truth concerning God’ s kingdom and 
the blessings that shall flow to mankind from it. They 
must tell those who have a hearing ear that God is light 
and in him there is no darkness; that God is love and his 
provision for man’s salvation is complete; that Jesus is 
the express image of the Father, clothed with power 
and authority to save to the uttermost, and that he has 
taken unto himself his power and begun his reign; 
that he is leading the fight against the forces of dark­
ness, and the victory with him will be complete; that 
he shall reign amongst the people in righteousness; 
that his judgments will be right and true, and when 
his judgments are in the earth the people will learn 
righteousness.— Isaiah 2 6 :9 ; Hosea 6 : 5.

41 This great dark day that is now upon the world 
is because God’s indignation is expressed against the 
powers of darkness. It has brought great distress upon 
mankind, and it is the privilege of the Christians who 
walk in the light to comfort the hearts of those that 
mourn, that they may see out of their obscurity some 
horto for the future.
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42 Tn raising up the standard, then, against the wicked 
one, those who have the spirit of the Lord will joyfully 
tell the people of some of the precious things that God’s 
kingdom will bring to them. Those who appreciate this 
privilege and avail themselves of it really enter into 
the joy of the Lord now. They have in mind not only 
their own salvation, but the elimination of darkness 
and the opening of the blind eyes that the peoples of 
earth may know of the great Source of light and life.

4,! Those of the Lord’ s organization who are faithful 
to their charge are a delight to the Lord. To them lie 
says: “ I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, 
and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give 
thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the 
Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prison­
ers from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out 
of the prison house.”  (Isaiah 42: G, 7) It must be 
apparent to all that the prison-house referred to is the 
tomb, and that the darkness is the darkness of super­
stition and ignorance that now enshrouds the people. 
It is a happy privilege now to tell the people who have 
a hearing ear that the Lord’ s kingdom is at hand; that 
in that kingdom “ he will destroy . . . the face of the 
covering that is cast over all people, and the vail that is 
spread over all nations.” — Isgiah 25: 7.

44 The Apostle declares that the Lord will consume 
the wicked one with the spirit of his mouth and destroy 
him with the brightness of his presence. (2 Thessalo- 
nians 2 :8 )  It follows that the message of truth must 
be used in the Lord’s own due time and way to remove 
the darkness from the minds of the people. Those Chris- 
tians on earth who are witnesses for the Lord must avail 
themselves of the opportunity to thus proclaim the 
truth. It is therefore the privilege of each Christian 
to point the peoptle to the fact that this great time of 
darkness and trouble on the earth is the result of sin, 
which has reached a culmination; to show them that 
Grod is light; that Jesus is the express image of the 
Father; that he is the great Light that lighteth every 
man that cometlr into the world; and that his kingdom 
will bring to all who will obey him the great desire of 
their hearts— light, happiness and eternal life.

47 It follows, then, that no one could be faithful and 
true to the Lord in these remaining days when the con­
flict is on between light and darkness unless he would 
avail himself of the opportunity of letting his light 
shine. He must do this by telling the good news to 
the peoples of earth, and by conforming himself to the 
ways of light, walking in the light as the Lord has 
provided it.

4,1 In proclaiming this message the Christian has no 
need to fear. The Psalmist has expressed the sentiment 
of the hearts of the devoted ones: “ Yea, though I  walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil; for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me.”  (Psalm 2 3 :4 ) While humanity is 
eitting now in darkness and unable to see, it will not

always be thus. Truly, “ on account of the tender com­
passions of our God, by which he has visited us; a day- 
dawn from on high, to illuminate those sitting in dark­
ness and death-shade; to direct our feet into the way 
of peace.” — Luke 1: 78, 79, Diaglott.

47 Happy will be the day for the world when the Mil­
lennial reign is done; when the Lord has turned over 
the human race to God, fully restored. In that city 
there will be no need of the gospel, nor of the law, as 
recorded in the Word of God, to shine for the benefit 
of the people, but the glory of the Lord will enlighten 
mankind, and the Lord will be the light thereof. “ And 
the nations of them that are saved shall walk in the 
light of it, and the kings of the earth do bring their 
glory and honor into it. And the gates of it shall not 
be shut at all by day, for there shall lie no night there.”  
— Revelation 2i : 24-2G.

48 It is the Christian’ s present privilege to tell the 
peoples of earth that this blessed condition is in store 
for those who obey the Lord.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

State the position of the human race? Why are the Lord's 
saints to blow the trumpet in Zion? How is our day de­
scribed? What hope is held out? If 1-3.

Why does darkness still obtain? Iiow lias the good that men 
would do been turned into oppression? If 4-0.

How did the Lord plant his Church? What caused the apos­
tasy? What three elements try to perpetuate their ex­
istence? If 7, 8.

What is the light that God dwells in? Once getting into tlie 
light of God, what must one do to remain in it? If 9-11. 

Is Satan a constant opponent of all light-bearers? Wlmt is 
the effect upon one who follows Jesus? From wlien<"> 
comes light and life? If 12-34.

How may one be a reflector of the light of God? What 
great thing lias God done for the disciples of Jesus? 
Where does the battle of the Christian principally take 
place? Wlmt does this battle result in? If 15-18.

What is it the duty of the Cbrislian to strive against? How 
is it done? How is victory accomplished? If 19-21.

Does the light dawn upon the mind as a flood, or gradually? 
How is the mind of the Christian illuminated, and by 
whom is it done? Has the brilliancy of the ecclesiastics 
been to llieir advantage? If 22-24.

What is it that leads into darkness? What is Brother Paul's 
warning? What is the admonition of Brother John? If 25-28. 

Where is (lie Church at the present time? Wlmt should be 
our attitude toward the brethren and toward the kingdom 
interests which have been committed unto us? If 29, 39. 

To wlmt great event are the consecrated looking forward?
Is there danger in losing sight of this eventful hour? If 31-3.'!. 

What is the deplorable condition of Satan’s visible organi­
zation? What is the commercial power guilty of? The 
political? Tlie ecclesiastical? If 34.

Who belong to God's visible organization? How is it demon­
strated who these are? If 35, 30.

What are the opposing forces of Satan and Jesus? if 37, 38. 
What is one of the ways tlmt the Lord meets the attacks 

of the adversary? What is the instrumentality that the 
Lord uses? What is the standard used? If 39, 40.

What is the privilege of the Christian in this hour of dis­
tress? Wlmt blessing will eventually come to the people 
of earth? If 4J.-44.

What is the means by which one may let his light shine? 
Has the Christian reason to fear? Is there cause for re­
joicing, knowing that the Millennial day is approaching? 
If 45-4S.
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“ The Lord is my roch, and my fortress.”— Psalm IS: 2.

N OW we are nearer the perfect day than when first 
we knew the Lord. True to his promise the 
light is shining with greater brilliancy. Now 

we can see that Satan is making a desperate and mur­
derous assault upon the saints yet on earth who keep 
the commandments of God. He is a wily foe. He will 
attack every saint at his most vulnerable point. Satan 
will help each one to magnify self and self rights.

It will be well for each of the saints now to bear in 
mind that while on earth a saint has no rights which 
any one is bound to respect. “ For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God.” — Colossians 3: 3.

Those who forget this will be easily offended. It is 
selfishness that takes offence. Selfishness cultivated 
leads to strife. Satan is diligent to plant strife amongst 
the brethren. Selfishness develops into pride. Pride 
leads to disloyalty, unfaithfulness and destruction.

Love is the very opposite of selfishness. Perfect love 
is the perfect expression of unselfishness. He who really 
loves the Lord is anxious to proclaim the message of 
tho Lord’s kingdom, and will boldly do so in this day 
of judgment. (1 John 4 :1 7 ,1 8 ) lie  who loves his 
brother will be anxious to see his brother serving the 
Lord. I f  he finds his brother in distress, mourning, 
dull or indifferent, he will be anxious to give him beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness. He who loves the 
Lord loves his brother and will be loyal and faithful.

A fortress is a place of security. The Lord is a 
fortress to the faithful, and all such he will shield and 
preserve.— Psalm 3 1 :2 3 ; 18:1-3.

Those who love the Lord are joyfully keeping his 
commandments. His commandments now are to com­
fort those that mourn, and do this by bringing to them 
a knowledge of the glad news of the kingdom. Doing 
this in love, and in faithfulness, will keep us in the joy 
and love of the Lord. Herein is our safety.

“ Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.” — Psa. 96: 6.

THF sanctuary is the place made for the dwelling 
of the Lord. (Exodus 15 :17) It is God’s or­
ganization.— Psalm 7 4 :2 ; 7G : 2.

The consecrated and anointed ones this side the vail 
are in the sanctuary by reason of being in Christ. The 
great Jehovah, rich in mercy and boundless in love, 
“ hath raised us up together, and made us sit together 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” — Ephesians 2:G.

Now being members of God's organization the saints 
this side the vail are the special objects of Satan’s wrath. 
In their own strength they could not stand for one 
moment. But dwelling in Christ, in the sanctuary, 
they arc safe and secure from all harm. In this secret 
place of the Host High they rest in peace. “ Because 
thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the 
Most High, thy habitation, there shall no evil befall 
thee, neither shall anv plague come nigh thy dwelling.”  
— Psalm 91: 9,10.

This assurance from the Word of God brings great 
consolation to the heart of the Christian. So he is 
strong in the Lord and in the power of his might, and 
the joy of the Lord is in his heart. With the Apostle 
he joyfully says: “ Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” — Ephe­
sians 1: 3.

In this blessed condition there is also beauty. The 
fairest of ten thousand, the One altogether lovely, the 
Head of the Church, dwelleth there. That which beau­
tifies the Christian this side the vail is the establishment 
of the mind with beautiful truths. The mind is the 
battle-ground. It is the mind that is transformed. As 
the Christian abides in this secret place of God’s love, 
and receives the blessings and comfort from the Lord, 
he grows into the likeness of the Lord, and reflects this 
upon others, bringing comfort to other hearts. He re­
am es comfort and strength, and in the strength and 
beauty of the Lord he grows into a comforter.

AN  INTERESTING QUESTION
Question: Is it proper for parents to teach their

children that they will have a chance to consecrate for 
restitution, and then neglect thereafter further instruc­
tion in the divine plan ?

Ansiver: It is not proper to say that a person can
consecrate for any reward. Consecration means to do 
the Lord’s will. The proper course for parents, then, 
it would seem, would be to teach their children that 
only those who are obedient to the Lord would get life 
on any plane. They should teach their children in the 
home, as well as in the class, the privilege of learning 
the Lord's plan and of joyfully doing his will, and leave 
entirely to the Lord what the reward shall be. It is not

proper to urge them to make a consecration, but to 
give them the truth insofar as we can. and then let each 
one determine for himself. The child that has not 
reached a sufficient age to determine what consecration 
is should not be expected to consecrate; but he should be 
taught concerning the Lord’s plan as far as he can 
understand it, and urged to be obedient to the Hord 
and the cause of righteousness. It would not seem ex­
actly the proper thing for one to speak of his children 
as “ restitution children” . That will depend upon 
whether or not they are obedient to the Lord. Teach 
the children the truth, and the Lord will determine 
what the reward shall be.

1C9
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BARNABAS AND PAUL ENTER NEW SERVICE— LAY'ING ON OF HANDS IS INDORSEMENT— SORCERER TS SILENCED BY PAUL. 

“ And he said unto them, Go ye unto all the world, and preach the gospel to the ichole creation.” — Marie 16:15.
A. S. V.

OUR lcssous now take us into the second phase of 
the spread of Christianity. Hitherto they dealt 
chiefly with the work which centered in Jerusa­

lem ; but they also introduced those arrangements which 
the Lord made for the wider mission of the truth to 
the Gentiles; namely, the conversion of Saul, and Peters 
visit to Cornelius. Antioch in Syria now becomes the 
center of the story.

2 Barnabas and Saul apparently remained in Jerusa­
lem over the time of Passover, when James was slain 
and Peter imprisoned. It is possible that both were in 
John Mark’s mother’s home when Peter called after his 
deliverance from prison, for the mother of Mark was 
sister to Barnabas. When they returned to Antioch 
they took Mark with them. Evidently Barnabas wanted 
to serve his nephew, and knew of no better way of help­
ing him into full manhood and into the Lord’s service 
than by taking him to Antioch. Barnabas was a man 
who could see possibilities both in men and in circum­
stances, and who knew how to seize a circumstance and 
to use ability; for it is evident from later accounts 
given of Mark, and by the fact of his Gospel, that he 
was a man of ability and energy.

BARNABAS AND PAUL ENTER NEW SERVICE

3 Through various reasons and causes there were now 
in Antioch a company of men, leaders of the church, 
who may be compared to the seven deacons of the church 
in Jerusalem of whom were Stephen and Philip; and, 
like those, these also were Hellenist Jews.

4 Here, then, without prearrangement, was a company 
of men with a broad outlook and the right spirit, in the 
best place for that further work which the Lord had said 
should be done. Their names are mentioned. Barna­
bas is named first and Saul last. Of these two we know 
much, but of the others, Simeon, Lucius, and Manaen, 
we know little or nothing beyond what is here recorded. 
Manaen was a man of some standing; he had been 
brought up as foster brother with Herod the tetrarch.

5 Verse 2 of chapter 13 says, “ As they ministered to 
the Lord, and fasted, the holy spirit said, Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work whercunto I have 
called them.”  The word minister gives the thought 
of direct service to the Lord rather than that of service 
to the Lord through the brethren, and it seems as if the 
intention is to convey the thought that these men were 
waiting on the Lord as if for direction from him. It 
certainly is not merely a record of sendee such as is 
conveyed in Acts 11: 26.

0 These were wise and understanding men. It could 
hardly be otherwise Jman that both these good men talked

together of the way of the Lord, and that Paul had 
told Barnabas and also the others of what the Lord had 
said to him. All would see that there was more serving 
ability in Antioch than the needs of the church called 
for, but instead of acting on their own account they 
sought the Lord’s guidance. They were rewarded. In 
some way not recorded, though probably by prophetic 
declaration, for some of them were prophets, the holy 
spirit made it plain that Barnabas and Paul were to be 
separated to the work “ whereunto I have called them” .

7 Whatever feelings Paul might have had after Barna­
bas was thus associated with him in his special work 
for the Lord, there is no indication that he even for a 
moment questioned why Barnabas should also be called, 
or why his own name should be mentioned second. In­
deed, Paul had been told that he was a chosen vessel 
and should be sent far hence to the Gentiles; but the 
Lord had not said that he would not use another. In 
any case Paul was obedient and submissive to the will 
of the Lord, and glad of his privilege; there was no 
question whether he should be the Lord’s chief or his 
sole representative.

s These men betook themselves to prayer. They laid 
their hands on the chosen two and sent them away, 
probably with some equipment of money for their trav­
els, provided by the church in Antioch. Luke says, 
“ So they, being sent forth by the holy spirit, departed” 
(Acts 1 3 :4 ) ;  that is, they were sent by the holy spirit, 
but the brethren in Antioch were the means used.

LAYING ON OF HANDS IS INDORSEMENT

9 The holy spirit had come upon the Gentile, Corne­
lius, some years before this, and it is certain that that 
good man and his household had told others of the 
precious truth; but God’s ministry to the Gentiles now 
began at Antioch, and in such fashion as is here related.

10 The laying on of hands was not to keep up any 
apostolic succession, but was a significant action of good 
men commending their brethren to the Lord. It is 
clear that these men understood that they were author­
ized of the Lord to do this thing, for when the Lord 
by the holy spirit said, “ Separate unto me Barnabas 
and Saul,”  it was not as if he said, “ I  am separating unto 
me Barnabas and Saul.”  They were to do it. That little 
company of men devoted to the Lord understood that 
they were to attend to this matter; and their act was 
acknowledged of the Lord to Barnabas and Saul as 
much as the laying on of hands of the apostles was 
acknowledged to any convert who was baptized.

11 It is good when the elders of an ecclesia are men of 
prayer, who charge themselves with the Lord’s interests.
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The Lord can reward them as he rewarded these faithful 
men in Antioch. But it often happens that elders in­
stead of confining their thoughts to the things which 
are necessary for their good service to the church, and 
charging themselves with the Lord’ s interests, selfishly 
concern themselves with their own, seeking to get them­
selves into prominence.

12 This was the second occasion on which hands were 
laid upon Paul: the first was u hen the humble, and other­
wise unknown, Ananias of Damascus laid his hands 
on haul’s head. (Acts 9 :1 1 ) Paul could not have desired 
that the hands of any apostle should be laid upon him, 
for he knew he was chosen apart from them; and it is 
evident by ibis providence that God never intended that 
he should be sent out from Jerusalem on his mission 
charged by the other apostles.

13 Neither Barnabas nor Paul were of Antioch, and 
it would therefore be comparatively easy for them and 
for 1he brethren who remained to make the separation. 
Accompanied by John Mark, whom they took to minister 
to them, they left for Seleucia, at the mouth of the 
Oror.tes, whence they took boat to Cyprus. Cyprus 
was Barnabas’ own country, and probably that was the 
reason they went there first. At Salamis in Cyprus they 
visited the synagogues, for there were many Jews in 
Cypru=. Little seems to have been gained on this their 
first call in Cyprus, at Salamis, and they went to Paphos.

SORCERER IS SILENCED BY PAUL
14 At Paphos the Homan deputy, Sergius Paulus, a 

prudent man, desired to hear from them of what they 
were preaching. In the establishment of the deputy 
was a Jew, named Bar-jcsus, otherwise called Elymas, 
who was a sorcerer, and a false prophet. This man 
openly withstood Barnabas and Paul, seeking to turn 
away the deputy from the faith. But Saul (who now 
permanently took the name of Paul), filled with the 
holy spirit, set his eyes on Elymas and said: “ 0  full 
of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, 
thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to 
pervert the right ways of the Lord?”  (Acts 13 :10) 
Pie then said that Elymas should be blind, not seeing 
the sun for a season. Blindness immediately came upon 
the sorcerer, and ‘ ‘he went about seeking some to lead 
him by the hand.”  (Acts 13 :11 ) With all his cunning 
and his union with dark powers he was helpless. The 
deputy seeing this believed, and was astonished at the 
doctrine of the Lord.— Acts 13: 12.

13 This opposition by the man whose name means 
“ son of Jesus” , and who styled himself “ the wise” , is 
an important item of the study. When Barnabas and 
Paul preached to the Homan deputy it was the first 
occasion of the preaching of the gospel of the kingdom to 
a Gentile with the object of converting him to the faith 
of Jesus Christ. And the devil was there, opposing 
through his willing tool. Paul realized the situation. 
There was no question here of bidding an evil spirit

come out of its victim, as was so frequently the case 
during our Lord's ministry. Here was a man bearing 
the name the Savior bore, who had deliberately given 
himself to evil. Without doubt this ready tool of the 
devil was Satan’ s instrument by which he hoped to frus­
trate the work of the Lord's apostles.

10 These incidents are illustrations of the work of the 
Church now, at the time when the truth goes forth in 
full measure to those who have not had the opportunity 
of hearing it. There are those today associated with 
the establishments of earthly potentates who are in as 
bitter opposition to the truth of the kingdom of God 
now being established in power', as he who was called 
the “ son of Jesus” , and who claimed to be a wise man, 
was opposed to the truth of the kingdom of grace then 
being preached. Without doubt these opposers will have 
their opposition manifested. There is no question that 
many are already struck with blindness as to the true 
condition of human affairs.

17 It is apparent that the ecclesiastics of today are 
groping about as if seeking for someone to take them by 
the hand. And there can be no question that numbers 
will scon believe the message of the kingdom as they 
see the ecclesiastical world smitten with blindness.

18 As then, so now, the people are apathetic about the 
kingdom; but they do not oppose the truth; they do 
not understand, nor will they until the trouble has 
made them long for relief. The opposers now are of 
the same class as those of that day, when the gospel of 
the grace of God was preached to the Gentiles. They 
are, first, the ecclesiastics and the principal of their 
Hock; these correspond to the Jewish leaders; second, 
the rulers and supporters of the present order who, like 
the Homan officials, care but little till they are in some 
way disturbed; and third, the instigator of evil, the 
great enemy, the devil, who through his mediums, the 
latter day sorcerers, and his other tools, still opposes all 
truth. Some of these arc like Elymas, very willing, 
while some are but dupes.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
Where do onr lessons now take us? Wluit city now comes 

specially into prominence? What advantages had Antioch 
over other cities at that time? If 1-4.

How do Acts 13:2 and Acts 11:20 compare? What does 
the word minister mean in the former? y 5.

What may be said of Barnabas and Paul? How did they 
show that they were willing to serve the Lord? y C, 7. 

IIow were Barnabas and Paul sent by the holy spirit? If 8. 
AA’ns the laying on of hands to keep up apostolic succession?

If not, what was it for? y 9,10,12.
Is it good for the elders to look after the Lord’s interests 

prayerfully? f  11.
Was it easy for Barnabas and Paul to leave Antioch? AYas 

their ministry a success at Cyprus? If 13.
AA’hat does Bar-jesus mean? AVhy was he stricken with 

blindness? AA’liy is it significant that Satan had his rep­
resentatives present at Paphos? y 14,13.

How do these incidents illustrate the work now going on?
y ig-is.



THE GOSPEL IN ANTIOCH OF PISIDIA
-------July 12— A cts 1 5 :13-52--------

Pa u l ' s i  ie s t  r e c o r d ed  d is c o u r s e — e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  j e s u s  f u l f i l  s c r ip t u r e — p e r s e c u t io n s  c o m e  .f r o m  l e a d e r s . 

“ Behold, I  have given- him for a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander to the p e o p le s —
Isa iah 55:

FINDING little interest to detain them in Cyprus 
the apostles did not stay, but took ship for the 
mainland of Asia Minor, and came to Perga in 

Pamphylia. But neither did they stay there, probably 
because the time was unfavorable. It is said that at 
certain seasons the coast there is very unhealthful.

2 For some reason, not explained, Mark declined to 
go on from Perga. It may be that the dangers and 
hardships of the road made him afraid; but it is 
as probable that his decision was because of personal 
feeling. In  Cyprus, Paul had come into greater prom­
inence than Barnabas, Mark’s uncle, and it is quite 
probable that John Mark was not pleased with this. 
It also seems that there wTas some rearrangement made 
at Perga, for the Scriptures now speak always of 
the two as Paul and Barnabas, as if henceforth Paul 
was the foremost. Perhaps John Mark’ s deflection had 
something to do with this. We may not know the rea­
son why Mark went home; but experience shows that 
it is dangerous to spiritual well-being to decline work 
which has been given by the Lord, cither directly, or 
which has come in the order of his providence.

3 The two apostles pushed forward towards Antioch in 
Pisidia. (This Antioch should not be confused with the 
Antioch in Syria, where their travels began.) The 
going was hard, for the road was a climb through the 
mountain passes. The scenery was, of course, grand 
and beautiful; but in none of Paul’s writings, nor 
in any written of his travels, is there mention of the 
scenery through which he and his companion passed 
when following their work for the Lord.

4 Antioch in Pisidia was a city of considerable im­
portance. Situated on the plateau of Asia Minor it 
was a center of the trade routes, and therefore a good 
place for the spreading of the gospel. In all these cities 
there were Jews with their synagogues, for under the 
v orld-rule of the Greeks and Homans the Jews had 
traveled fa r : they had long been traders rather than 
the pastoral people God intended them to be.

s On the sabbath day Paul and Barnabas went into 
the synagogue and sat down. The entrance of two such 
men as these drew the attention of the rulers of the 
synagogue; and after the law and the prophets had been 
read the rulers sent to them, saying, “ I f  ye have any 
word of exhortation for the people, say on.”  (Acts 13: 
15) Paul stood up, and with an orator’s gesture began 
to speak to the people.

c This is the first occasion in which an address of 
Paul’s is reported. Like all those who explained the 
way of the Lord, he began by reminding the men of 
Israel of their history. He reminded them that God 
had ehoeen their fathers and called them to dwell in a

17

4, -4- 8. V.
chosen land. He had delivered them from bondage with 
a high hand, and for their sakes had destroyed seven 
nations in the land of Canaan. Then for 450 years 
he gave them judges until, desiring a king, he gave 
them Saul of the tribe of Benjamin. Him he had to 
remove, and God then gave them David as king, saying 
of him that he was “ a man after mine own heart, which 
shall fulfil all my will.” — Acts 13:22.

7 A thousand years had gone since David was made 
king, and until now God had made no move to fulfil 
the promise to raise up a savior out of David’s seed. 
But Paul declared that God had fulfilled his promise 
by raising Jesus from the dead, who was of the seed 
of David according to the flesh. Israel did not realize 
this phase of God’s purpose for, satisfied with them­
selves, they were, in their opinion, ready to be the 
teachers of the world. Paul’s point was that Israel 
needed a savior, and that David’s seed had first to re­
store Israel to himself.— Acts 13 : 23.

8 It was a bold thing for Paul to tell these Jews, and 
the Greeks who associated with them, that “ they that 
dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers”  had crucified him 
whom God had sent to give salvation to Israel. The 
evidence of their wrong was clear: they could find no 
cause of death in Jesus, yet desired of Pilate that he 
should be slain. They were blind to ail the evidences, 
partly because they knew not the word of God when it 
was spoken, but chiefly because they knew not the voices 
of the prophets which were read every sabbath day. 
(v. 27) Paul boldly declared that God had raised Jesus 
from the dead, and that they were witnesses that God’s 
promise made to the fathers had been fulfilled in rais­
ing up Jesus. He quoted the 2nd Psalm: “ Thou art 
my Son, this day have I begotten thee”  (v. 7 ) ;  and 
Isaiah 5 5 :3 : I will give you “ the sure mercies of 
David” ; also he quoted Psalm 1 6 :1 0 : Thou wilt not 
“ suffer thine Holy One to see corruption” , and declared 
that these scriptures were fulfilled in Jesus.

9 Paul’s usage of these scriptures in connection with 
Jesus must have come with much surprise to his hearers. 
They had probably thought David spoke of himself 
concerning his own resurrection, and did not realize 
that his words were a prophecy of the anointed. Nor 
did they understand that “ the sure mercies of David”  
could be thus spoken of.

10 The Jews took all the promises to themselves, as 
if they were the only heirs; but Paul showed that these 
promises were only to the true Israel, those proved to 
be such by accepting God’s word concerning Jesus. 
Israel thought that as they were the people of David 
these promises and all others belonged to them. They 
did not distinguish between the promises made to David
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and the blessings which were to come by h im ; and they 
resented the thought that they needed a savior.

11 No one eould share that Davidic promise until the 
foremost of the seed, Jesus, had received the blessing 
in his resurrection. Afterwards, whoever would receive 
Christ, as the sent of God, had the privilege of entering 
in with Jesus into the sure mercies of David; that is, 
by a resurrection into immortality without possibility 
of corruption, and of being made a joint-heir of God’s 
King in Israel.— Roman 8 :1 7 ; 1 Corinthians 15:53.

12 Paul said to the congregation: “ Whosoever among 
you feareth God” — whether Jew or Gentile— “ through 
this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 
and by him all that believe are justified from all things, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of 
Moses.”  (Acts 13: 20, 38, 39) This doctrine must have 
been as great a surprise to the people as was his other 
interpretation. . Israel as a people had known of a 
covering provided for their sins year by year by the sin- 
atonement sacrifices, but they had never known remis­
sion of sins. Now Paul declares that whoever receives 
Christ, comes to God by means of the true sacrifice which 
takes away sins, has remission of his past sins. Not 
only that, he is also justified, counted as if he had not 
sinned; so that he stands before God without condem­
nation.— See Hebrews 9 : 11.

13 Paul had the same thought in mind as Peter had 
when, soon after Pentecost, he urged Israel to repent 
that their “ times of refreshing”  might come. Paul 
r.ow tells of a savior for Israel by whom they may come 
into harmony with God. l ie  well understood the great 
work Jesus was to do on his return, in the days of his 
kingdom; but his special concern was for those vho 
were to have part in the spiritual phase of the kingdom.

14 As if he realized that many of those who heard 
him would spurn the message, Paul again referred to 
the prophets, saying, “ Beware therefore, lest that come 
upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets: Behold, 
ye despisers, and wonder, and iterish: for I  work a 
work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise be­
lieve, though a man declare it unto you.”  (Habakkuk 
1 :5 )  This wonderful discourse stirred both Jews and 
Gentiles. The Jews walked out of the synagogue, but 
the Gentiles remained to ask that these things might 
be spoken to them again the next sabbath; and after 
the service was over many, both Jews and proselytes, 
followed Paul and Barnabas, listening further to the won­
derful words which they had to speak.— Acts 13: 42, 43.

13 The next sabbath almost the whole city came to 
hear the word of God; which filled the Jews with envy, 
and they contradicted Paul and blasphemed. Then 
Paul and Barnabas waxed bold and said: “ It was neces­
sary that the word of God should first have been spoken 
to you ; but seeing ye put if from you, and judge your­
selves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the 
Gentiles”  (Acts 1 3 :4 6 ) ;  and again the prophets were

quoted to show that the word of God must go to those 
who hitherto had been debarred from the light.

10 The Gentiles were glad and glorified the word of 
the Lord, and the truth was published throughout all 
that region (v. 49) ; but the Jews stirred up even the 
devout and noble women, and the chief men of the city, 
and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas and 
expelled them from the neighborhood. Thus do per­
verse men play upon the feelings of even devout and 
honorable people who do not think for themselves.

17 Paul’ s warning to the Jews quoted from Habakkuk 
is proof that he made a clear difference between the call 
to be the seed of David and the blessing which was to 
come to Israel when God should send them a deliverer 
from Zion. (Roman 11 :26) Their blindness was be­
cause they were so self-satisfied and because they paid 
no attention to the prophets which were read from sab­
bath to sabbath.

18 As it was then, when entrance into the kingdom 
of grace and special favor was preached, so it is now 
when the time is come to tell of the Lord’s second ad­
vent, and of the establishment of the kingdom in power. 
'Those who could have had the privilege of the kingdom 
despise the message, and must have the words of Ha­
bakkuk applied to them as to their predecessors the Jews. 
They also wonder and perish.

19 In this address Paul claims a fulfilment of the 
prophetic writings. In this he is at-one with Jesus 
and all the other apostles. But in this he differs from 
the leaders of Christendom, who have gone out of their 
way to tell the people that the Old Testament is not 
to be considered as the Word of God, and that the best 
of the prophecies are only the good wishes or fond 
visions of good men.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
Where was it lliat Paul received prominence over Barna­

bas? What probable effect did this have upon Mark? 1, 2. 
Wlmt was it that Paul considered of most importance?

Paul’s first recorded discourse was delivered where? If ,8-6. 
What was the order of Paul's discourse? IIow did God 

fulfil his promise that he had made lo David? Wlmt 
blinding thought did the Jews entertain? If C, 7.

Why did the Jews refuse the evidence that the Scriptures 
were, being fulfilled in the experiences of Jesus and his 
followers? If 8, 14.

IIow do we know that David was a type of Christ? What 
are the ‘'sure mercies of David” ? 119-11.

What is the difference betweeu the promises made to David 
and those which are to come bij him? What was it that 
the Jews resented? If 10.

What doctrine did Paul proclaim that must have surprised 
the Jews? What is the difference between a ‘‘covering 
for sin” and a ‘'remission of sins” ? If 12.

“ Times of refreshing” refers to what, and to what time? If 13 
How did Paul back up his argument that some would spurn 

his message? If 14.
Why was the message turned to the Gentiles? Is it possible 

that devout people may be mistaken? If 15,16.
What proof have we that Paul understood the difference 

between the call to be of the Davidic seed and the blessing 
that should coine from that seed? If 17.

Who are those who had kingdom privileges to whom the 
words of Habakkuk 1 :5  now apply? How does Pay. 
differ from the leaders of Christendom? If 18,19.



INTERESTING LETTERS
ACTIVITY REWARDED

D e ar  F riends  :
The following is a report of the results from back calls 

In connection with Brother Rutherford’s public meeting at 
Syria Mosque last November:

C anvass mailed (parties living long distance a w a y ), ....17
E nable to locate (w rong address given, etc ), .................... 13
M oved (shortly after m eeting), ....................................................  5
N o t home (several attem pts made in each case), ...............1!)
Died (shortly after m eeting), .......................................................... 2
N o money, .......................................................................................................... 1
N o further interest, .....................................................................................33
Some interest, no further sales, m ay buy later...................20
D a s volumes, no further sales, .................................................... 1.1
H a s volumes, bought other books, ...............................................  4
no ught full set o f seven volumes, .....................................................23
Bought set o f six  volum es...................................................................  2
bou gh t odd volumes and booklets, — .........................................11
T o ta l .................................................................................................................. 105

More names than those were handed in, but many were 
so illegibly written as to be of no use.

We began making these calls three weeks after the 
meeting, but the calls were over greatly scattered territory.

We do not think it possible to over-estimate the good these 
large public meetings do. The friends had wonderful ex­
periences in talking with those in whom an interest had 
been aroused. Not only that, but some who did not hand In 
their names have hunted us up, and have attended meetings 
since. For instance, one young man heard the truth for 
the first time at this large meeting. He had studied for 
three years in order to become a minister, and gave it up 
in disgust and discouragement. Then came Brother Ruther­
ford’s lecture, and the young man bought a I I a r p , took it 
home, finished reading it that night. He then came over to 
our local News Bureau and had books sent to his mother, 
who lives in Milwaukee. Purchasing the volumes for him­
self, also, he began to attend two Berean studies, prayer­
meeting, and Sunday service. He has since made a full 
consecration to the Lord. His experience alone would have 
made the meeting worth while. But there are many others. 
The husband of a sister in the truth had been very much 
opposed until bearing the lecture, but since then liis inter­
est lias steadily grown, and he, too, has now made a conse­
cration to the Lord.

One woman who attended the lecture, had heard a lec­
ture out West sometime before. She bought a H arp at the 
Syria Mosque meeting, and her daughter read it. The latter 
was taken ill shortly after, and when dying, pointed to the 
H a r p , indicating that she wished those who were associated 
in putting forth such a message should have charge of her 
funeral services.

When two workers called upon a man who had pur­
chased the H a r p , the man informed them that lie had 
finished the H a r p , and was very eager indeed to secure 
more reading matter. After buying the seven volumes, lie 
wished to be put in touch with a local Berean study.

Two other workers called upon the wife of a man who 
h a d  bought the H a r p  at the Mosque. They found the wife 
very bitter, because, since attending the lecture, her husband 
had refused to go (o the Episcopalian Church with her any 
longer, and, to quote lier, “all be does is read that book lie 
bought.” The friends bad quite some difficulty in getting 
into the house, but finally won a point, and gained an en­
trance. After about an hour’s conversation, the woman 
ordered the whole set of seven, asked about Sunday School 
for children, and lias been attending our meetings ever since.

We could not begin to tell you all the rich and encourag­
ing experiences the friends have had in this follow-up work, 
and figures can never approximate the good that has been 
done.

We trust it will be the Lord’s good pleasure specially 
to push tliis line of service, and that Brother Rutherford’s 
heart may be encouraged and strengthened to continue this 
splendid work until the battle is won.

With much Christian love from
S ervice  C o m m it t e e , Pittsburgh, Pa.

SUBTLE LEADINGS OF SATAN
D ear  B rother  R u t h e r f o r d :

It has occurred to me that a short sketch of my experi­
ence for a period of three or four weeks during the last few 
days of 1924 and the beginning of 1023 might be of interest 
and comfort, as well as a warning to others who may have 
like experience.

It is a perfect corroboration of the thought expressed 
in the “Finished Mystery” regarding the mind of the Lord's 
people being' the battle-ground of the evil spirits. As is the 
case generally, my trouble all grew from a very small begin­
ning, consisting of hints and half-veiled suggestions, coming 
in tlie most part from those whom I have reason to believe 
are truly sons of God. Many halt-formed doubts had found 
place in my mind, and 1hen suddenly came the deluge. The 
first suggestion (coming like a Hash of lightning) was that 
Brother Rutherford had denied tlie ransom. This was fol­
lowed by suggestions along many lines, backed by Scripture 
quotations and it ferences to old T ow er  articles, which seemed 
to show that the present teaching of the So ciety  was contrary 
to the fundamentals taught by Brother Russell.

Then came great illumination of mind—tilings seemed 
ns clear as crystal. I seemed to be lifted above the cares 
of life ; and while I was conscious of a great conllict, yet 
1 was grandly calm with what seemed perfect poise. Many 
wonderful interpretations of Scripture hooded my mind, 
so ingenious that it seemed they must be true. In fact, I 
believe that many were true, perhaps used ns bait to lure 
me on. Satan surely is assuming the part as “an angel of 
light” . Sleep seemed unnecessary, food only a matter of 
little concern. The chief point of attack was tlie activities 
of the Lord’s people in witnessing to the world. This seems 
to anger Satan above all else.

Then came tlie suggestion that perhaps the Lord was 
about to use me in some very wonderful mul honorable 
manner. Surely, had not God used a dumb ass? Why not 
you? However, the Lord was with me. A ll the lim e 1 
felt his love and favor, and I earnestly prayed that I might 
be led into tlie truth and not be swallowed up of error, also 
that I might not injure any of his little ones; and lie an­
swered my prayers. By the aid of some dear brethren and 
the letter sent me by Brother Rutherford, tlie Lord delivered 
me from the snare of the fowler.

Do I regret the experience? Indeed, no! I would not 
take worlds for the experience, and would not for worlds 
(unless the Lord so wills) go through  another experience 
of like character. It has given me the blessed assurance that 
1 lie Lord is still leading me, protecting me, and will, if 
faithful, accept me into ills kingdom.

No doubt many of the dear sainls will be permitted thus 
to judge angels during tlie year 1923, but to such as are 
pure in heart no harm will come. The value of a kind, 
sympathetic word is beyond price to one in such a trial. 
Harsh, unsympathetic opposition, even if right, makes the 
load more heavy. Let us comfort all that mourn! May 
tlie Lord richly bless you and all Zion. May he speedily 
bring us all together that we may see i ye to eye.

If this experience could be used to help any of the dear 
saints, I would be glad.

Your brother in Christ,
J. E. C a m p ise ix , M. D., Ohio.

APPRECIATING PRESENT TRUTH
D ear  B re t h r e n  :

I am taking much pleasure in sending in my answers 
to the V.D.M. questions.

I also wish to express to you my appreciation of your 
wonderful articles in tlie W a t c h  T ow er . We can hardly 
wait from one issue till the next. I am very thankful that 
the Lord even permitted me to see the Truth, and also for 
tlie servants he has .given us in Brother Rutherford and the 
many other brothers we have in the Pilgrims and all others 
who are giving out tlie kingdom message. Remembering 
you all at the throne of grace, I remain

Yours in the service of our King,
J a m e s  L. M eu rer , Indiana. 

i4
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TOWER ARTICLES ARE EATEN
D eal B roth er  i n  C h r is t  :

After reading and studying carefully tliose three wonder­
ful articles in recent issues of the W a t c h  T o w er , on “ Tlie 
Robe of Righteousness” , “The Year of Jubilee,” and ‘ ‘The 
Birth of the Nation” , I feel impelled to write and express to 
you the gratitude that is in my heart for the rich food the 
Lord is giving to us in these last days through the So c ie t y  
which the Lord is using, and which is evidently referred to 
prophetically by Isaiah as “my servant whom I have chosen, 
that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I 
am lie.”—Isaiah 43: 10.

These beautiful new truths are surely “ flashes of light­
ning” , issuing from the temple of God now opened in heaven, 
anil are also "illuminations of the Word of God, giving 
further glimpses of truth in the great plan” , to enlighten, 
comfort and strengthen the remnant of God’s dear saints 
on earth who are faithfully and loyally fighting under the 
banner of our great Captain, the Lord Jesus Christ. These 
are truly perilous times, especially for the Church; but 
these blessed truths are found and eaten by the anointed 
class, as did Jeremiah of old, who represented these and who 
wrote: “ Thy words were found, and I did cat them, and 
thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart, 
for I am called by thy name, O Lord God of hosts.”—Jere­
miah 15: lfl.

The article on “The Birth of the Nation” was more diffi­
cult to take hold of because of a previous interpretation by 
dear Brother Russell, which we believed to be the final 
word on Revelation, chapter 12; but after reading tins 
article over prayerfully and carefully, several times, the 
point that struck me as the key to the proper understanding 
of the chapter is the fact that the numbers in the book of 
Revelation are understood to be literal.

1 have heard Brother Russell more than once state 
that the numbers were to be understood in a literal sense. 
Then why should we make au exception in the case of the 
1200 dajs in Revelation, chapter 12? Then it occurred 
further to lie  mind, that it is not the Lord’s usual method 
to give such iirominence in the Scriptures to Satan and his 
oi ganization, and a detached account of the same, and make 
if appear as though Satan lmd finally triumphed and gained 
a great victory, as we formerly understood in our applica­
tion of verse 10 in this chapter. So taking pencil in hand 
and counting the dates as suggested in W a t c h  T o w er , 
March 1st, it seemed to n:e rather remarkable that the 1200 
days could be applied as suggested. Evidently chapter 12 
is prophecy, and therefore “ cannot he understood until it 
is fulfilled or in course of fulfilment” . Another strong point 
by way of corroboration is that Brother Russell interpreted 
tlie “man child” of Isaiah GO: 7 as follows: “This man child 
is therefore the little flock, the true Zion, in God’s estimation 
tlie Body of Christ.” (Z. ’04, page 135.) It seems reasonable 
therefore to conclude that the man child of Revelation J2 
also rei'eis to tlie Body of Christ.

Truly those wonderful conventions held at Cedar Point, 
and tlie one last year at Columbus, Ohio, were epoch-making 
events iu the history of the Church of God—the Zion class. 
Although there m ere present at the Columbus, O., convention 
about 15,000 or more of the Lord’s people in present truth, 
it was a little surprising that only 5,000 responded to the 
call for service on Service Day. It was my delightful priv­
ilege to be one of those who responded to the call on that 
day, and how all tlie laborers iu tlie Master’s vineyard re­
joiced at ihe close of the day’s work to learn that nearly 
30,000 books were placed in the various homes by the faith­
ful workers as they went from door to door advertising tlie 
King and the kingdom !

In view of the fact that God’s dear Israel are all pray­
ing daily for tlie Lord’s guidance of the Editorial Committee 
regarding whatever may appear in the columns of the 
W a t c h  T o w er  and the G olden A ge, we cannot help but 
lielieve that these prayers are heard, and tlie answers to 
these prayers are found in the clearer light from tlie Bible 
which God’s dear people are now getting through the “ Chan­
nel” tlie Lord is now using in such a wonderful manner to 
feed tlie Church. It is even so, and we give thanks to our

dear heavenly Father in the name of I is beloved Son, Christ 
Jesus, for all these good tilings which we are enjoying and 
which are so soul-satisfying.

With warm love and greetings to you and all the dear 
brethren at the Bible House, and with full confidence that 
the Lord is still leading his dear Zion safely as of old. I 
am as ever,

Your brother in Christ.
W alt e r  J. T h o r n , Pilgrim.

THE LORE OPENING UP HIS SECRETS
D e ar  B roth er  R e i ’h k ki'orj) :

The March 1st W a t c h  T ow er  leading article, “ Birth 
of tlie Nation,” is surely convincing and perfectly satisfactory 
to my mind. 1 was never quite settled on the understanding 
we had of the twelfth chapter of Revelation, but accepted 
it for want of any better interpretation;, and no better in­
terpretation could be lmd of this chapter prior to transpir­
ing events. Current and past eventuatioa now clinches the 
argument in my mind that the T o w er  article is indisputably 
correct.

Unquestionably (his interpretation may prove a sifting 
medium, lint tlie really earnest and sincere ones of llie faith 
will siand firm and rejoice m this further manifestation of 
tlie love of God in giving this additional evidence that tlie 
S ociety  is his honored servant and mouthpiece, and assuring 
us further that we have the proper grasp and focus on his 
work, time and plan.

Graciously lias the Lord let us look more closeiy into 
the chamber of enlightenment. He certainly h?s revealed 
to us more of his secrets. It prompts us to tenewed zeal 
and energy to proclaim yet more loudly to humankind tlie 
King and the kingdom of heaven as being at hand. Surely 
no one cun read this article without a redoubling of effort 
for service and a deeper spirit of holiness and praise.

Only tlie deflecting ones will disagree with the inter­
pretation and antagonize tlie thoughts set forth in this arti­
cle, and Satan will unquestionably use all such to upset tlie 
minds of tlie unstable; for no stable-minded one will he be 
able to influence to the contrary.

Tlie article is surely very timely and will do the Church 
much good.

Tlie first article in (he February 15th Tower is also 
grand and conclusi’v. May tlie Lord give us more of such 
to stimulate our faith and hope.

Faithfully yours in tlie service.
J. A . B o iin e t , Pilgrim.

OVERCOMING EARTHLY OBLIGATIONS
H ear  B rother  R u th e r fo r d :

In expressing to the Lord my appreciation for the glo­
rious kingdom message of this time, I feel tiiat I cannot 
properly do so without acknowledging my indebtedness to 
you, Ills honored and favored servant by whom and through 
whom this message is given to the anxious and waiting 
members of tlie Body yet in the flesh. What an illumination 
or the liitlieito puzzling twelfth chapter of Revelation, as 
contained in the recent article on tlie “Birth of tlie Nation” ! 
How good the Lord is to thus make plain in detail to those 
whose hopes lmve long been deferred, the glorious workings 
of lii3 marvelously strange act wherein tlie kingdom prevails.

How I long, dear brother, to be relieved of certain 
business responsibilities encumbered during those twelve 
hundred and sixty days, and again to engage actively in 
tlie King’s service. During those days of tlie wilderness 
condition I Mas forced to give up a profession by means of 
which I had for many years earned a support for my family, 
and to undeitake to organize anew some plan of making "a 
living I began during the days of inflation; and therefore, 
I have had quite a struggle to extricate myself from neces­
sary obligations, while at tlie same time providing tilings 
needful for those dependent on me. A few more months now 
should enable me to balance the ledger and afford the coveted 
time to become more active again in the service.

Truly yours by the Lord’s grace,
I. B. A lford , Texas.



International Bible Students Association Classes
IiectureiS and Studies by Traveling Brethren

BROTHER J. A. BAEUERLEIN BROTHER H. S. MURRAY
Milford, N. II....... Srrringfield. Mass. .. Plymouth, Mich. ........June 1G Monroe, Mich............... ....June 24
Fitchburg, Mass, ..............” 17 Holvoke, Mass.......... .......... ” 24 Ypsilanti, Mich. . 17 Toledo, 0 ....................... ......” 25
Waltham, Mass. .. ..............” 18 Fastluunpton, Mass. ........ ” 25 Chelsea, Mich. ... 3 S Elkhart, Ind................. ......” 20
Natick, Mass......... ..............” Iff Orange, Mass............ .......... ” 2d Ann Arbor. Mich. ........” 19, 21 Chicago, 111................... ......” 28
Framingham, Mass............. ” 21 Greenfield, Mass....... .......... ” 28 Dundee, Mich........ 22 Clinton, la ................ ......” 29
Worcester, Mass. » oo Wilder, Vt.................. .......... ” 20 Adrian, Mich........ 23 Cedar Rapids, la........ ......” 30

BROTHER T. E. BARKER BROTHER G. R. POLLOCK
Utica, N. Y........... ........... June 10 Belvidere, 111............. ....June 23 No. Vallejo. Calif. ... . June 3 0 Paradise, Calif.............. .June 21
Buffalo, X. Y......... ..............” 17 Rockford, 111............. 24 Richmond, Calit. . 37 Yankee Hill, Calif...... ... ” **5

25 Oakland. Calif . . .......... ” 3 8
Elyria, O................ ..............” 10 Dubuque, Ta.............. ......” 2G, 28 Saeiamento. Calif. .......” 19, 21 Klamath Falls. Ore. ... ... ” 27, 28

. ” 21 20 Chico, Calif ....... ’> o ” 20
Gary, Ind.............. ..............” 22 Gratiot, Wis............. 30 Oroville, Calif....... 23 Ashland, Ore....... June 30, July 1

BROTHER J. A. BOHNET BROTHER V. C. RICE
New Cnstle, Ind. ........June 15 New Richmond. Ind ..June 22 Danville, Ark........ Pine Blulf. Ark, ......... June 23
Richmond, Ind...... 10 Logansport, Ind........ 2 Havana, Ark......... 17 Scott, Ark......................
Farmland. Ind....... 17 25 Roland, Ark........... IS Little ICock, Ark.......... 20
Hartford Citv. Ind.........” IS ” 20 Little Rook, Ark. 3 0 Rondo, Ark.................... 28
Marion, Ind ........ 10 Fort Wavne, Ind. . ......” 28, 20 ITot Springs. Ark. 21 Helena, Ark................... 29
Kokomo, Ind.......... .......... ” 21 , 23 Auburn, Ind............... 30 Malvern, Ark......... ’> oo Memphis, Tenn............. 30

BROTHER C. W . CUTFORTH BROTHER C. ROBERTS
Warren, Ont.......... .......... June 12 MacTier, Ont............. .......June 10 Prince George, B. C. ..June 7, 8 Courtenav, B. C........... ...June 21
North liny, Ont. ... ............ ” 3 4 Midland, Ont............ .........•’ 21 Prince Rupert, B. C...... •’ 10-14 A ictoria, B. C............... .....” 25
Calaiuler, Ont.* ..... ............ ” 3 5 Hendrie, Ont............. ’> o<> Ocean Falls, B. C. ........ ” 17, IS Sidnev, B C.................. .....” 20
Bracebridge, Ont. ............ ” 10 Barrie, Ont................ ......... ” 23 Vancouver, B. C. 21 Victoria, B. 0  ............ .....” 28
Orillia, Ont............ ............ ” 3 7 Midhurst, Ont.......... ......... ” 24 New Westminster, B, C. ” 22 Vancouver, B. C........... .... ” 30
Bala, O n t.............. .............” IS Toronto, Ont............... ......... ” 28 Nanaimo, B. C. .. ......... ”  23 Langley Prairie, B. C . .July I

BROTHER H. H. DINGUS BROTHER R. L. ROBIE
Wolf rofnt. Mont. ......June 11 Reserve, Mont........... June 22, 23 Whalan, Minn. ... .......... June 14 St. Peter, Minn............ June

......... ” 12,31 ” 21,25 ............ ” 15
Scobev, Mont......... ......... ” 15, 10 Dore, N. Dak............. "  2(5, 28 Owatonna, Minn. . ............ ” 10 Arco, Minn..................... .. ” ’ 24
Outlook, Mont....... ......... ” 37 Bonetrail, N. Dak. ... .. ” 20, 30 Winona, Minn. ... .............” 17 Lake Benton, Minn. ... .. ” 20

IS ............ ” 18
Outlook, Mont........ ......... ” 19, 21 Grenora, N. Dak........ .......... ” 2 Mankato, Minn. ... ............ ” 19 Jasper, Main................. .. ’’ 29, 30

BROTHER A. D. ESHLEMAN BROTHER O. L. SULLIVAN
Kansas City, Mo. ........June 12 Wauneta, Nebr.......... ......June 23 Union Toint, Ga. ........June 11 Douglasville, Ga......... June 23

......... ” 14, 3 5 ........ ” 25 ......... ” 15, 21
10 ........” 20 10

Wvmore, Nebr........ IT Grand Island. Nebr. ........M 28 Chipley, Ga............ 17 Rome, Ga..............
Bloomington, Nebr 3 9 Overton. Nebr............ ........ ’’ 20 Columbus, Ga........ .........  "  18, 1 !) Rook Springs, Ga......... .. ” 29
Wilsonville, Nebr. Bradv, Nebr............... ........” 30 Tallapoosa, Ga....... »* <>•> Chattanooga, Tenn....... 30

BROTHER A. J. ESHLEMAN BROTHER T. H. THORNTON
H orton , K a n s................. ...June 10 rom on a, K a n s ...................... June 24 Currituck, N . C......... Suffolk, A* a ......................
St. Joseph, M o............. ......” 17, IS O ttaw a, Ivans.................. ........ ” 25 N orfolk, A a ................... ” 17 Peterburg, A a ................ ..........” 20
Leavenw orth, K ans. . 10 W illiam sburg, K ans. . ........ ”  20 Kxinore, A a ................... ”  1 8 ,2 2 Fredericksburg, A'a. ..........”  28
K an sas City, M o ......... 21 Em poria, Ivans............... ........*» 28 Chincoteague, A a. ....... ”  1 9 ,2 1 Rutlier Glen. A’ a .......... ..........” 20
Lawrence, K a n s........... ’ > 9 0 Olpe, K a n s......................... .........”  20 N orfolk, V a ................... .... ”  23 Fredericks H all, A’ a. ..........”  30
Centropolis, K an s. ... 23 Eureka, Ivans................... ........”  30 N ew port News, A a. .... ”  24 Orchid, Y a ........................ .......July 1

BROTHER M. C. HARBECK
Chicago, 111................... ..........June 17 Fort Atkinson, AA’ is. .......June 24

..........” 18 ” 25

..........”  30 ”  20
M adison, W is .............. ............ ”  21 Milwaukee. W is .............. ........ *’ 28
Verona. AA’ is................. ”  22 Oshkosh, W is .................. ........ ”  29
Lake M ills, AA’ is. ... ............ ”  23 Appleton, AA is................. ........ ”  30

BROTHER M. L. HERR
Anaheim , C alif............ ......June 12 Portersville, C alif........ ..June 23
Santa A n a, Calif. 34 Orosi, C alif...................... .... ” 24, 25
San Pedro. Calif. „ 15 Rcedley, C alif................. 20
Long Peach, Calif. 10 Fresno, CaliC................... 28
H aw thorne, Calif. . 17 Selma, C alif...................... .... ”  20
Bakersfield, Calif. ........ ”  21 , 22 Tulare, C alif................... 30

BROTHER W. M. HERSEE
Cam eron, O nt.............. ....June 9. 10 Stirling, O nt....................
Peterboro, O nt........... ....... ”  12-14 Flow er Station, Ont. 23

15 ”  24
JIavelock, O nt............ 17 Carleton Place, Ont. __ ”  25
Trenton, O nt................ IS Pembroke. O nt............... .... ”  20, 28
B elleville, O nt............ 19 O ttaw a, O nt...................... .... ”  29 , 30

BROTHER J. I I . nOEVELEII
C lay City, 111............... Springfield, 111................ ....June 24
Carlyle, HI.................... ....... "  17, 18 Quincy, 111......................... ....... ” 25
E a st  St. Louis, 111. 19 H am ilton , 111.................. ....... ”  20

21 '* 28
22

G illespie, 111.................. ....... ”  2 3 Peru, 111............................. ....... ”  30

BROTHER S. H. TOUTJIAN
Benewah, Ida............ Rogue River, Ore.......... .June 3 5
Spokane, AVasli.........
Portland. Ore............

8 Ashland, Ore...................
.......” 9, JO San Francisco. Calif. , ... ” 3 7

Albany, Ore............... 11 Paso Robles. Calif........ ... ” 21
Eugene, Ore............... 12 Santa Barbara. Calif. . .July 5 

0Roseburg, Ore........... .......  14 Los Angeles, Calif..........

BROTHER J. C. W ATT
A\Taco, Tex................... ....June 3 5 Miles, Tex........................ .June °4

10 ” 25
Ivempner, Tex........... 17 Sweetwater, Tex............. 20
Lampasas, Tex......... ......” 18, 19 Merkel, Tex........................ ... ” 28
Browmvood, Tex ... ......” 21, 23 Abilene, Tex...................... ... ” 29
Brookssmith, Tex. . ”  22 AA’oodson, Tex. ..June 30 July 1

BROTHER J. B. WILLIAMS
Downingtown, Ta. .......June 3 0 Lansdale, Fa..................... .June 23
Faoli, Pa.................... ......... ” 17 Leliigliton, Pa................... ... ” 24
Philadelphia, I’a...... ......... ” 18 Ivunkletown, Pa...............

Danielsville. Pa...............
... ” 25

Chester, Pa................ .........•» 19 ... ” 20
AA’ilmington, Del....... ......... ” 21 Allentown, Ta................... ... ” 28
Norristown, Pa......... ......... ”  22 Northampton, Pa............. ” 20

VACATION
The vacation of the Bethel family will he August 22nd, 

to September 5th, 1925. During that period the office and 
factory will be closed.


