
Cfpon the earth  d istress o f na tion s  w ith  pe rp le x ity ; the sea and  the  waves (the restless, d iscon ten ted) roa r ing ; m en ’s hea rts fa il in g  th em  fo r  fea r and  fo r  lo o k in g  to 
the th in g s  com ing upon the  ea rth  (so c ie ty); fo r the powers o f the heavens (ecclesiasticsm ) sh a ll be shaken. . . W h en  ve sec these th in gs beg in  to  come to  pass, th e n  
know th a t the K in g d om  of G o d  is  a t  hand. L o o k  up, l i f t  up  yo u r heads, re jo ice , fo r  y o u r redem ption  d raw e th  n igh .— M a t t .  24:33; M a r k  13:29; L u k e  21:25-31.



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION
f p H I S  journal Is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Extension”, now being 

j l  presented in all parts of the civilized world by the W a t c h  T ow er  B ible  & T ract Society , chartered A. D. 1884, “For the Pro­
motion of Christian Knowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but 
also as a channel of communication through which they may be readied with announcements of the Society’s conventions and of the 
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published S t i d i e s  most entertainingly arranged, and very 
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, \ iz., In Dei Minister (V. D. M.), which translated 
into English is Minister of God’s Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible 
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated 
—redemption through the precious blood of “ the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for 
all” . (1 Peter 1 :19 ; 1 T im othy : G) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3: 11- 
15; 2 Peter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which. . .has 
been hid in God, . . .  to the intent that now might be made know’ll by the church the manifold wisdom of God”—“which in other ages 
wras not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”.—Ephesians 3 : 5-9,10.

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it socks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest 
subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures. It is thus free to declare boldly whatooever the Lord 
hath spoken—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident; 
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with irrplfi it faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as a tiust, to be used only in his 
service; hence our doci -ions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his 
good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the unbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge. Ami we not only invite but urge our 
readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship” ; that its construction has been in progress throughout 

the gospel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when 
finished, God's blessing shall come “ to all people”, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3* , 17; Ephesians 2:20-22;
Genesis 26 : 14 ; Galatians 3 : 29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement foi jgrosses ; and when tha
last ot these “living stones”, “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master \\<>. .man will bring all together 
in the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with Ins glory, and be the meeting place botwetn God and men throughout 
the Millennium.—Revelation 15:5-8.

That the basis of hope, for the church and the w’orld, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of Cod, tasted death for every 
man,” , “a ransom for all,” and w’ill be “ the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the icorld”, “in due time”.— 
Hebrews 2 :9 ; John 1: 9 ; 1 Timothy 2:5, C.

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as ho is,” be ‘ partaker of the divine nature,’ and share Lis glory as his joint-heir.—1 John 3.2; John 17:24; Romans 8 :17 ; 2 Peter 1:4.
That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be God’s witness to the world ; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.—Ephesians 4 :12; Matthew 24: 14 ; Revelation 1 :6 ;  20 : 6 .
That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, tha restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church, when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3: 19-23; Isaiah 35.
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Pi.i . i s i ,  A m m r . o S  t h e  S o c i e t y  i s  E v e r y  C a s e .

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE: E x it e d  St a t e s , $1 .00 ;  ( A i m  
and M iscel la ne ous  F ore ig n , ?1 .50 ; G reat  IIh it a i n , A i strat vsiv , 
and Sout h  A f r ic a , Ss . A m erican remittanens should be m ade by 
E xpress or P osta l M oney Orders, or bv liank D raft. Canadian, British . 
South A frican , and A ustralasian  rem ittances should be m ade to b> ant h 
offices only. R em ittances trom  scattered toreigu territorj may be made 
to the B rooklyn  olhee, but by International Postal M oney O id e is  use, (Foreign ti imslaUons of this journal appear in several language*,)
Editorial Committee: T h is  journal is published under the supervision 
o f  an editorial com m ittee, at least three o f  w hom  ha\e read an 1 
approved  as truth each and e\ery article  appearing in these colum ns 
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Terms to the Lord’s Poor■ A ll B ible students w ho by reason <i 
old  afro or other in firm ity or adversity , ate. unable to ; ay tor this 
journal, w ill lie supsdied free if  they send a postal i ■ a each M.iv 
sta lin g  their ease and t eipicstmfr such provision. W e are not only 
w illing, but atiMous. that till such be on our lis t  con tinually  and
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HYMNS FOR SEPTEMBER
Sunday 2 228 9 94 16 204 23 2(ii)
Monday 3 4(i IO 277 17 123 24 300
Tuesday 4 194 11 134 18 216 25 144
Wednesday 5 47 12 170 19 8.7 26 81
Thursday e 1!)!) 13 330 20 292 27 83
Friday 7 :;i<> 14 19 21 284 28 200
Saturday 1 10 8 48 15 92 22 280 29 69

CONVENTION IN NEW YOUK
Tiie International llible Students will hold a five-day 

convention in New York City October IS to 22, inclusive.
For Sunday, October 21, Madison Square Garden, Amer­

ica’s greatest assembly ball, has been taken. In the a.ior- 
noon the public will be addressed there by lirother Ruth­
erford.

Monday, October 22, will be a service day. All who 
attend the convention will be given a 11 opportunity to par­
ticipate in actual canvassing for the books. All who intend 
to engage in this service should file their names with the 
Service Director on or before October 19, and have their 
territory a s s i g n e d .  Address F. .1. l.aeck, 241(i Seymour 
Avenue, ISronx, Now York.

Friends in the vicinity of New York are earnestly re­
quested to actively participate in this convention and make 
it a great witness for Hie King and bis kingdom.

For information coneerning hotel and rooming accommo­
dations please address T. M. I’.edwin, 8118 Doth Avenue, 
Woodhaven, L. I., New York.

IN RE LOCAL CONVENTIONS
A number of the classes arrat ec for a local convention, 

and then request tiie ollice to s. ml Pilgrims. While we are 
anxious to cooperate and send rite speakers, this is not 
always possible: for it is necessary tor Hie olhee to make 
tiie appointments several weeks in advance; and this being 
done it is often true that we are unable to furnish Hie 
Pilgrims when desired for local conventions. The belter 
plan would be for any class anticipating a local convention 
to write first to the ollice to see whether it will be conve­
nient to send speakers for the time desired; and if not, 
then another date can be fixed. In this way vve shall be 
able to cooperate in a better manner.

tConventions continued on page 239)



THE CALLED OF GOD

"Judas, a servant o f Jesus Christ, and brother o f  Jam es, to them  that are called, beloved in  God the F ather, and
kept fo r  Jesus C h r i s t — Jude 1, B . V .

TH E  r e v is e d  r e n d e r in g  o f  th is  p a s s a g e  is  a  l i t t le  
b e t te r  th a n  th e  K in g  J a m e s  v e r s io n ;  f o r  i t  sh ow s  
m o r e  a c c u r a te ly  to  w h o m  th e  e p is t le  i s  a d d re s se d . 

I t  is  a d d re s se d  t o  th e  N e w  C r e a t io n .

2B e fo r e  w e  ca m e  in to  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  t r u t h  n o w  
s h in in g  f o r  th e  p e o p le  o f  G o d , th e re  w e r e  p r o b a b ly  so m e  
o f  u s  w h o  h a d  th e  t h o u g h t  th a t  e v e r y b o d y  is  c a l le d  b y  
th e  g o s p e l. W e  h a d  a  w a y  o f  a r g u in g  t o  o u r se lv e s  th a t  
n o t  o n ly  w ere  a ll p e o p le  l i v in g  in  s o -c a l le d  C h r is t ia n  
la n d s  c a l le d  t o  b e  fo l lo w e r s  o f  C h r is t , b u t  t h a t  ev e n  
th o s e  w h o  h a d  n e v e r  h e a r d  o f  C h r is t  w e r e  r e s p o n s ib le  
b e ca u se  th e y  h a d  th e  l ig h t  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  a n d  th a t  th u s , 
im a  w a y , th e y  w ere  c a lle d  t o  d o  th e  b e s t  th e y  c o u ld ,  a n d  
p e r h a p s  i f  th e y  d id  th is  th e y  m ig h t  b e  sa v ed . A l l  th is  
is  v e r y  u n s c r ip tu r a l ,  h e n c e  u n t r u e ;  b u t  i t  h e lp e d  u s  t o  
b e a r  th e  t h o u g h t  th a t  m o s t  o f  th e  h e a th e n  m u s t  s u ffe r  
e te r n a lly  b eca u se  o f  th e  fa i lu r e  o f  o u rse lv e s  a n d  o th e r s  
t o  ta k e  to  th e m  th e  m essa g e  o f  s a lv a t io n .

3A s  th e  eyes  o f  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o p e n e d  w id e r  w e  
c a m e  t o  a p p r e c ia te  th e  f u l l  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  s ta te ­
m e n ts  o f  th e  S c r ip tu r e s  th a t  “ a ll  h a v e  s in n e d  a n d  c o m e  
s h o r t  o f  th e  g lo r y  o f  G o d ,”  a n d  th a t  th e  o n ly  e f fe c t  o f  
th e  la w  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  w r it te n  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  h e a th e n  
is  t o  m a k e  th e m  fe e l  t h e ir  u n d o n e  c o n d it io n ,  t h e ir  
a l ie n a t io n  f r o m  G o d . T r a v e le r s  in  h e a th e n  la n d s  c o n ­
f ir m  th is . T h e  h e a th e n  in s t in c t iv e ly  k n o w  t h a t  th e y  a re  
c u t  o f f  f r o m  G o d ;  a n d  h e n c e , as t h e  A p o s t le  d e c la r e s  
in  th e  f ir s t  c h a p te r  o f  h is  e p is t le  t o  th e  R o m a n s , th e y  
a re  g iv e n  o v e r  t o  id o la t r y  a n d  e v e ry  f o r m  o f  d e f i le m e n t  o f  
m in d  a n d  b o d y . T h e y  c a n n o t  in  a n y  sen se  o f  th e  w o r d  
b e  c o n s id e r e d  as ca lle d . N o n e  a re  c a l le d  u n t i l  th e y  h a v e  
h e a r d ;  a n d  th e  h e a th e n  h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d . “ W h o s o e v e r  
s h a ll  c a l l  u p o n  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  L o r d  s h a ll  b e  sa v ed . 
[ A n d  h e  w i l l  n o t  b e  sa ved  o th e r w is e .]  H o w  th e n  sh a ll 
th e y  c a l l  o n  h im  in  w h o m  th e y  h a v e  n o t  b e l ie v e d ?  a n d  
h o w  sh a ll th e y  b e lie v e  in  h im  o f  w h o m  th e y  h a v e  n o t  
h e a r d ?  a n d  h o w  sh a ll th e y  h e a r  w it h o u t  a p r e a c h e r ? ”  
■— R o m a n s  1 0 : 1 3 , 1 4 .

4T h e  a p o s t le  P a u l  w a s  a  r e a l  B ib le  s t u d e n t ;  a n d  in  
h is  e p is t le  t o  th e  R o m a n s  h e  w a s  w r i t in g  t o  B ib le  
s tu d e n ts  w h o , l ik e  h im s e lf ,  w e re  fa m i l ia r  w i t h  th e  W o r d

o f  G o d . A f t e r  m a k in g  th e  s ta te m e n t  ju s t  q u o t e d  f r o m  
th e  t e n t h  c h a p te r  o f  R o m a n s  h e  c o r r o b o r a te s  i t  b y  t w o  
q u o t a t io n s  f r o m  th e  p r o p h e c y  o f  I s a ia h , t o  th e  e f fe c t  
t h a t  th e  g o s p e l  w i l l  s o m e  d a y  b e  p r e a c h e d  t o  a l l  m e n ;  
a n d  th e n  h e  c l in c h e s  h is  a r g u m e n t  a n d  s h o w s  th e  
u n c a l le d  c o n d it io n  o f  th e  h e a th e n  b y  c o n c lu d in g  t h a t  
“ f a i t h  c o m e th  b y  h e a r in g , a n d  h e a r in g  b y  t h e  w o r d  o f  
G o d .” — R o m a n s  1 0 : 1 7 .

5T h e r e  is  n o t  t h e  s l ig h te s t  in t im a t io n  in  th e  S c r i p ­
tu r e s  th a t  th e r e  is  s a lv a t io n  t o  a n y  w ith o u t  f a i t h  in  th e  
p r o m is e s  o f  G o d ’ s W o r d .  I t  is  as t r u e  o f  th e  h e a th e n  
as i t  w a s  o f  th e  J e w s  o n  th e  d a y  o f  P e n t e c o s t  t h a t  
“ th e r e  is  n o n e  o th e r  n a m e  u n d e r  h e a v e n  g iv e n  a m o n g  
m e n , w h e r e b y  w e m u s t  b e  sa v e d ”  ( A c t s  4 : 1 2 ) ,  b u t  th e  
n a m e  o f  J e s u s  o n ly .

6N o t  o n ly  h a v e  th e  h e a t h e n  n o t  b e e n  c a l le d  d u r in g  
th e  G o s p e l  a g e , b u t  th e  g o s p e l  c a l l  w a s  t u r n e d  a w a y  
f r o m  th e m , d e l ib e r a t e ly  a n d  in t e n t io n a l ly .  S t . P a u l  a n d  
S ila s  “ w e r e  f o r b id d e n  o f  th e  h o ly  s p ir i t  t o  p r e a c h  th e  
w o r d  in  A s ia ” ; a n d  i t  w a s  w h e n  th e y  h a d  t h o u g h t  t o  
g o  in t o  B it h y n ia  th e y  w e r e  a ls o  f o r b id d e n .  ( A c t s  1 6 :  
6 , 7 )  T h is  m u s t  se e m  s t r a n g e  t o  th o s e  w h o  fe e l  t h a t  
th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  o b l ig a t io n  la id  b y  th e  L o r d  u p o n  
h is  p e o p le  is  t o  p r o c la im  th e  g o s p e l  a m o n g  th e  h e a th e n .

NOMINAL CHRISTIANS NOT CALLED
7I t  is  e a s ie r  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  th e  h e a th e n  a r e  n o t  c a l le d  

th a n  i t  is  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  n o m in a l  C h r is t ia n s  a r e  n o t  
c a l le d , b u t  t h a t  see m s  t o  b e  th e  p u r p o r t  o f  th e  S c r i p ­
tu re s . T h e  G r e e k  w o r d s  kletos a n d  klesis, t r a n s la te d  
c a l le d  a n d  c a l l in g ,  s e e m  t o  h a v e  th e  t h o u g h t  o f  in v i t a ­
t i o n ;  a n d  i t  is  q u it e  p la in  t h a t  h o s ts  o f  n o m in a l  C h r is ­
t ia n s  h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  th e  c a l l  t o  th e  h ig h  c a l l in g ,  f o r  
th e y  d o  n o t  e v e n  k n o w  w h a t  i t  is.

8T h e  L o r d  is  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  th e  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  “ m a n y  
a re  c a l le d ”  (M a t t h e w  2 2 : 1 4 ) ,  m a n y  a re  i n v i t e d ;  b u t  
th is  is  f a r  f r o m  s a y in g  t h a t  a l l  a re  in v ite d , e v e n  a l l  in  
C h r is t ia n  la n d s . T h e  A p o s t le  n a r r o w s , o r  s e e m s  t o  
n a r r o w , th e  c a l l  t o  a  c e r t a in  c la ss  w h e n  h e  s a y s :  “ Y e  
see  y o u r  c a l l in g ,  b r e th r e n , h o w  th a t  n o t  m a n y  w is e  m e n  
a f t e r  t h e  f le sh , n o t  m a n y  m ig h t y ,  n o t  m a n y  n o b le ,  a re
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c a l l e d ;  b u t  G o d  h a th  c h o se n  [ t o  in v it e ]  th e  f o o l i s h  
th in g s  o f  the. w o r ld , t o  c o n fo u n d  th e  w is e ;  a n d  G o d  
h a t h  ch o s e n  [ t o  in v it e ]  th e  w ea k  th in g s  o f  th e  w o r ld , 
t o  c o n fo u n d  th e  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  m i g h t y ;  a n d  base  
th in g s  o f  th e  w o r ld , a n d  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  d esp ise d , 
h a th  G o d  ch o se n  [ t o  in v ite  |. y ea , a n d  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  
n o t  [ o f  c o n s e q u e n c e ]  to  b r in g  t o  n o u g h t  th in g s  th a t  
a r e :  th a t  n o  Uesh s h o u ld  g lo r y  in  h is  p r e s e n c e .” — 1 
C o r in th ia n s  1 :  2G -29 .

9I t  is o b v io u s , th e n , th a t  i f  G o d  h as ch o s e n  to  l im it  
la r g e ly  h is  in v it a t io n  t o  ce r ta in  cla sses  h is  u lt im a te  
c h o ic e  w il l  be f o u n d  in  th o s e  sa m e  c la sses . M a n y  o f  
th e  c la ss  n a m e d  h a v e  been  c a l le d  w ith  th e  h r a ie n lv  
c a l l i n g ;  m a n y  h a v e  u n d e r s t o o d ;  m a n y  h a v e  a c c e p t e d ;  
a n d  a f e w  o f  th e m — 14-1 ,000  in  a l l— w ill  b e  c h o se n  to  
th e  h ig h  p o s it io n  t o  w h ich  a ll w ere  c a l le d  in  th e  o n e  
h o p e  o f  th e ir  c a l l in g ,  th e  h ig h  c a l l in g .— K p h e s ia n s  4 :  4 .

10T h e  a p o s t le  P e t e r  a ls o  c ir c u m s c r ib e s  th e  c a l l in g  o f  
G o d  w h e n  h e  s a y s : “ T h e  p r o m is e  [ o f  th e  h o ly  s p ir i t ]  
is  u n t o  y o u  [J e w s  w h o  a re  a lr e a d y  in  c o v e n a n t  r e la t io n ­
s h ip  w ith  G o d ]  a n d  to  y o u r  c h ild r e n  [w h o  h a v e  th e  
n e x t  b e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  b e in g  in v i t e d ] ,  a n d  [ a f t e r  
t h a t ]  to  a l l  th a t  a re  a fa r  o f f ,  e v e n  as m a n y  as th e  L o r d  
o u r  G o d  sh a ll c a l l .” — A c t s  2 :  39 .

“ T h e  n a r r o w in g -d o w n  p r o c e ss  is  c o n t in u e d  b y  th e  
a p o s t le  P a u l  in  R o m a n s  8 :  3 0 , w h e r e  h e  sh o w s  th a t  
n o n e  a re  r e a lly  c a l le d  w ith  th e  h e a v e n ly  c a l l in g  e x c e p t  
th o s e  w h o  a re  ju s t i f i e d ;  a n d  as W atch  T ower rea d ers  
a r e  a w a re  w e  h o ld . S c r ip t u r a l ly  w e  th in k , th a t  c o n s e c r a ­
t i o n  p re ce d e s  ju s t i f i c a t io n .  “ M o r e o v e r ,  w h o m  [a s  a 
c la s s ]  h e  d id  p r e d e s t in a te , th e m  h e  a ls o  c a l l e d :  a n d  
w h o m  h e  c a l le d , th e m  h e  a ls o  [ p r e v io u s ly ]  ju s t i f ie d .”  
— R o m a n s  8 : 3 0 .

ONLY THE SAINTS ARE CALLED
12B y  a g r a d u a l  p r o c e s s  w e  h a v e  n o w  a r r iv e d  a t  th e  

b a se  o f  th e  m a t t e r ; n a m e ly , th a t  th e  o n ly  o n e s  to  w h o m  
t h e  h e a v e n ly  F a t h e r  g r a c io u s ly  e x te n d s  a n  in v it a t io n  t o  
b e  o f  th e  b r id e  o f  C h r is t  a re  h is  sa in ts , th o s e  w h o  a re  
w h o l ly  d e v o te d  to  th e  d o in g  o f  h is  w il l .  A n d  th is  is  as 
w e  s h o u ld  e x p e c t . I t  w i l l  a p p e a l  t o  a ll  as e m in e n t ly  
f i t t in g  th a t  a n  in v i t a t io n  t o  th e  h ig h e s t  p la c e  in  th e  
u n iv e r s e  s h o u ld  b e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  th o s e  a lo n e  w h o s e  g r a t i ­
t u d e  to  th e  F a t h e r  f o r  a l l  h is  b le s s in g s  so  w e lls  u p  
w i t h in  th e ir  h e a r ts  th a t  t h e y  c a n  d o  n o  less  th a n  g iv e  
t o  h im  th e ir  a ll. A n d  n o w  le t  u s  n o te  s o m e  S c r ip tu r e s  
t h a t  sh o w  th a t  G o d ’ s c a l l in g  is  t o  h is  s a in ts , a n d  to  
th e m  o n l y :

“ “ P a u l,  a  s e rv a n t  o f  C h r is t  J e s u s , a called [ in v i t e d ]  
A p o s t le ,  s e p a r a te d  u n t o  G o d ’ s jo y fu l -m e s s a g e  . . . . 
a m o n g  w h o m  a re  ye a lso , c a l le d  o n e s  o f  J e m s  C h r is t :  
T o  all th o s e  w h o  a re  in  R o m e , b e lo v e d  o f  G o d , called 
[ in v i t e d ]  s a in ts — fa v o r  t o  y o u , a n d  p e a ce , f r o m  G o d  
o u r  F a t h e r ,  a n d  th e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r is t ."  (R o m a n s  1 :  
1 , 6 , 7 , R o t h e r h a m ’s T r a n s la t io n )  I n  th is  t r a n s la t io n  
th e  w o r d s  in  i t a l ic s  a re  se t o f f  in  th e  G re e k  as r e q u ir in g  
s p e c ia l  e m p h a s is . I t  is  a p p a r e n t  th a t  g r e a t  e m p h a s is  is

la id  b y  th e  A p o s t le  u p o n  th e  fa c t  th a t  h e  w a s  in v ite d  
to  h is  h ig h  s ta t io n  as an  a p o s t le , a n d  th a t  h e  w a s  l im i t ­
in g  h is  e p is t le  to  a  class  s im ila r ly  in v ite d , a  c la ss  w h o m  
h e  d e s ig n a te s  as sa in ts . I n  th e  sa m e  t r a n s la t io n  th e  
sa m e  t h o u g h t  is c o n v e y e d  in  th e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  th e  
fa m i l ia r  p a ssa g e . R o m a n s  8 : 2 8 :  “ B u t  w e  d o  k n o w
th a t  to those who love God, all things a re  w o r k in g  
to g e th e r  f o r  g o o d — to  th ose  w h o, a c c o r d in g  to  p u r p o s e , 
a re  called~ones [ in v i t e d  on es| .”

“ L o o k in g  fo r w a r d  to  th e  w o r k  o f  th e  M il le n n iu m , 
a n d  th e  p a r t  th a t  w ill  th e n  be p la y e d  b y  Z io n , th e  
h e a v e n ly  p h a se  o f  th e  k in g d o m , a n d  J e r u sa le m , ih e  
c i t y  o f  th e  g re a t  K in g , f r o m  w h ich  h it te r  th e  la w  o f  
th e  L o r d  is  t o  issu e  a t th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  w o r th ie s , 
th e  P r o p h e t  s a y s : “ I n  m o u n t  Z io n  a n d  in  J e r u s a le m  
sh a ll be d e liv e r a n c e , as th e  L o r d  h a th  sa id , a n d  in  th e  
r e m n a n t  w h o m  th e  L o r d  sh a ll c a l l .”  ( J o e l  2 :  3 2 )  T h u s  
w e h a v e  a d d it io n a l  e v id e n ce  o f  w h a t w e  k n o w  t o  b e  a 
f a c t ,  n a m e ly , th a t  i t  w as o n ly  th e  s a in t ly  a m o n g  th e  
l ie - l i ly  I s r a e lite s  th a t  w ere  re a lly  c a l le d  to  b e  o f  th e  
b r id e  o f  C h r is t . T h e  re.-t c la im e d  to  b e  th e  co v e n a n t  
p e o p le  o f  G o d , b u t  th e y  w ere  r e a lly  n o t  su ch . O n ly  th e  
sa in ts , th e  t r u ly  co n se c ra te d , w ere  a c tu a lly  in  c o v e n a n t  
r e la t io n s h ip . A n d ,  as w e h a v e  seen , th e  sa m e  p r in c ip le  
a p p lie s  in  th e  case  o f  n o m in a l  s p ir i tu a l  I s ra e l. T h e  
A p o s t le  r e m in d s  u s th a t  som e  o f  th e  ca lle d  w ere  J e w s  
a n d  so m e  G e n t ile s  w h e n  h e s a y s : “ W h a t  i f  G o d , w i l l in g  
t o  sh ew  h is  w ra th , a n d  t o  m a k e  h is  p o w e r  k n o w n , 
e n d u r e d  w ith  m u c h  lo n g su lF e r in g  th e  vesse ls  o f  w ra th  
f it t e d  t o  d e s t r u c t io n :  a n d  th a t  h e  m ig h t  m a k e  k n o w n  
th e  r ic h e s  o f  h is  g lo r y  on  th e  vesse ls  o f  h is  m e r c y , 
w h ic h  h e  h a d  a fo r e  p r e p a re d  u n t o  g lo r y , ev en  u s, w h o m  
h e  h a t h  c a l le d , n o t  o f  th e  J e w s  o n ly  b u t  a lso  o f  th e  
G e n t i le s ? ” — R o m a n s  9 :  2 2 -2 4 .

CALLING OF CHRIST PREFIGURED
“ T h e  c a l l in g  o f  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s  w as a  l i t t le  d if fe r e n t  

f r o m  th e  c a l l in g  o f  a n y  th a t  w i l l  g o  t o  m a k e  u p  th e  
m e m b e r s  o f  h is  m y s t ic a l b o d y . T h e  h e a v e n ly  F a th e r  
k n e w  w h e n  J e s u s  d iv e ste d  h im s e lf  o f  th e  g lo r y  w h ich  
h e  h a d  h a d  w ith  h im  b e fo r e  th e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  th e  ea rth  
w as la id ,  th a t  J e s u s  w o u ld  be th e  C h r is t . H e  k n ew  
th a t  J e s u s  w o u ld  be f a i t h f u l ;  a n d  so , in  J e s u s ’  case , h e  
w as c a lk 'd , in -o m e  sense o f  th e  w o r d , f r o m  the, m o m e n t  
o f  h is  b ir th . T h is  w as i l lu s tr a t e d  in  th e  ta b e rn a c le  
a r r a n g e m e n ts .

“ W h e n  th e  t im e  ca m e  f o r  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  th e  ta b e r ­
n a c le  in  th e  w ild e r n e s s  G o d  ca lle d  b y  n a m e , a n d  p a r t ic ­
u la r ly  a n d  s p e c ia l ly  d e s ig n a te d  a n d  in v ite d , o n e  in d i ­
v id u a l  to  h a v e  c h a r g e  o f  th e  w o rk  o f  p r e p a r in g  th e  
ta b e r n a c le  fu r n is h in g s . T h is  o n e  re p re se n te d  C h r i s t ; 
a n d  th e  s p ir i t  o r  p o w e r  w h ic h  ca m e  u p o n  h im , i l lu m i­
n a t in g  a n d  f e c u n d a t in g  h is  m in d  m e c h a n ic a lly , w ith o u t  
a f fe c t in g  h im  in  a n y  m o r a l sense, i l lu s tr a te d  th e  h o ly  
s p ir i t  w h ic h  c a m e  u p o n  C h r is t  a t  th e  t im e  o f  h is  a n o in t ­
in g . T h e  a c c o u n t  r e a d s :

“ “ And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, See, I
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h av e  c a l le d  b y  n a m e  B eza lee l [S h a d o w  o f  th e  A l m i g h t y : 
w h a t  a  b e a u t i fu l  t i t le  f o r  th e  A lm ig h t y  t o  g iv e  to  h is  
firs t  a n d  b est lo v e d  s o n ! ]  th e  son  o f  U r i  [ B ig h t — th e  
l ig h t  o f  th e  w o r ld ] ,  th e  son  o f  I l u r  [G r a v e — in  w h ic h  
th e  S o n  o f  m a n  la y  f o r  th re e  d a y s  a s leep  in  d e a t h ) ,  o f  
th e  t r ib e  o f  J u d a h  [P r a is e d — in  h is  p r e -h u m a n  e x is t ­
e n c e ]  : a n d  I  h a v e  f ille d  h im  w ith  th e  s p ir i t  o f  G o d , m  
w is d o m , a n d  in  u n d e r s ta n d in g , a n d  in  know  1 d u o , a n d  
in  a ll  m a n n e r  o f  w o r k m a n s h ip , t o  d ev ise  c u n n in g  w ork s , 
to  w o r k  in  g o ld  [s y m b o l  o f  d iv in e  n a t u r e ] ,  a n d  in  s ilv e r  
[s v in b o l  o f  t r u t h  a n d  o f  s p ir i t  n a t u r e ] ,  a n d  in  b rass  
[ c o p p e r — p e r fe c t  h u m a n it y ] ,  a n d  in  c u t t in g  o f  s ton es  
[ jew e ls— th e  L o r d ’ s je w e ls  | t o  se t th e m , a n d  in  c a r v in g  
o f  t im b e r  [p i l la r s  in  th e  H o l y ] ,  t o  w o r k  in  a ll m a n n e r  
o f  w o r k m a n s h ip .”  (E x o d u s  3 1 : 1 - 5 )  W h a t  a  c a l l in g ;  
w h a t  a n  in v i t a t i o n !

ls A n d  th e  c a l l  o f  th e  c h u r c h  is  n o t  less  n o b le , n o t  less 
t h r i l l in g .  I t  is  m a d e  s o ft ly .  I t  is  a  c a l l  t o  th e  h e a r t , 
n o t  m e r e ly  t o  th e  ca rs . I t  m a y  n o t  b e  in  th e  p a la ce , o r  
the, s o f t ly  c a r p e te d  c h u r c h  w ith  it s  s ta in e d  g la s s  w in ­
d o w s  a n d  e n tr a n c in g  m u s ic . I t  m a y  b e  in  th e  lo n e lin e s s  
o f  a l i f e  w h ic h  h a s  l i t t le  o f  r e a l c o m p a n io n s h ip  in  th e  
w o r ld  e x c e p t  th a t  t o  b e  f o u n d  in  fe l lo w s h ip  w ith  th e  
L o r d .  I t  m a y  b e  in  som e  l i t t le  h a l l  th e  fu r n is h in g s  o f  
w h ic h  a re  fe w  a n d  s im p le ;  i t  m a y  b e  w h e n  so m e  c h i ld  
h a s  g o n e  w r o n g , a n d  th e  b r o k e n  h e a r t  h a s  t u r n e d  a t  
la s t  t o  th e  f o u n t a in  o f  l i f e  a n d  p ea ce . T h e  ca ll is so 
sw eet, so  te n d e r ly  p h ra se d , th a t  n o n e  th a t  h a v e  h e a r d  i t  
ca n  ev er  f o r g e t  its  e ffe c t  u p o n  t h e ir  h e a r ts :

1!”'T I e a r k c n , 0  d a u g h te r , a n d  c o n s id e r ,  a n d  in c l in e  
th in e  ea r [ t o  th e  c a l l ]  ; f o r g e t  a lso  th in e  o w n  p e o p le  
[e a r th ly  t ie s  |, a n d  th y  fa t h e r ’ s h o u se  | th e  e a r th ly  h o p e s  
o f  A d a m ’ s c h i ld r e n ]  ; so sh a ll th e  K in g  g r e a t ly  d e s ire  
th y  b e a u t y ;  f o r  h e  is  th y  L o r d ;  a n d  w o r s h ip  th o u  h im .”  
(P s a lm  4 5 : 1 0 , 1 1 )  A l l  th a t C h r is t w as ca lle d  to . th e  
b r id e  is  c a l le d  t o ;  a ll th a t  h e  is to  h a v e , th e  b r id e  is to  
h a v e ;  in  a ll th a t  h e  is  to  d o , th e  b r id e  is  to  h a\ e  a 
sh are . B u t  h e  w il l  a lw a y s  be th e  H e a d  o f  th e  b o d y ;  a n d  
she w il l  a lw a y s  w ish  to  h av e  i t  so , th a t  in  a l l  th in g s  h e  
m ig h t  h a v e  th e  p r e e m in e n c e , w h ose  i t  ju s t ly  is.

NONE MAY COME UNLESS CALLED
20O u r  L o r d  J e su s  d id  n ot in v ite  h im s e l f  to  lie m a n ’ s 

red eem er  a n d  r e d o n  r. T h e  im i t a t i o n  to  th is  e x a lte d  
office' ca m e  f r o m  G o d , n o t  f r o m  m a m  E v e n  m  th e  
A a r o n ic  p r ie s th o o d  th e  L o r d  r e se rv e d  t o  h im s e l f  th e  
r ig h t  to  d e s ig n a te  w h o  s h o u ld  s e n e  h im  in  h o ly  th in g s . 
“ A n d  n o  m a n  ta k e th  th is  h o n o r  u n t o  himself, lm t h e  
th a t  is  c a l le d  o f  G o d , as w a s  A a r o n . S o  a lso  C h r is t  
g lo r i f ie d  n o t  h im s e lf  t o  be m a d e  a n  h ig h  p r i e s t ;  b u t  h e  
th a t  sa id  u n t o  h im , T h o u  a r t  m y  S o n , t o d a y  h a v e  I  
b e g o t te n  th e e .” — H e b r e w s  5 : 4 , 5.

21W e  ca n  see a n  il lu s t r a t io n  o f  th is  p r in c ip le  in  th e  
a t te m p t  o f  th e  o n c e  w ise  a n d  g re a t  K in g  U z z ia h . “ H is  
n a m e  sp rea d  fa r  a b r o a d ;  f o r  h e  w as m a r v e lo u s ly  h e lp e d , 
t i l l  h e  w a s  s tr o n g . B u t  w h en  h e  w a s  s tr o n g , h is  h e a r t  
was l i f t e d  u p  t o  h is  d e s t r u c t io n :  f o r  h e  tr a n s g r e s s e d

a g a in s t  th e  L o r d  h is  G o d , a n d  w e n t  in to  th e  t e m p le  of 
th e  L o r d  to  b u r n  in c e n s e  u p o n  th e  a lta r  o f  in ce n s e . A n d  
A z a r ia h  th e  p r ie s t  w e n t  in  a ft e r  h im , a n d  w ith  h im  
fo u r s c o r e  o f  th e  p r ie s ts  o f  th e  L o r d ,  th a t  w e re  v a lia n t  
m e n :  a n d  th e y  w ith s to o d  U z z ia h  th e  k in g ,  a n d  sa id  
u n t o  h im . I t  a p p e r ta m e th  n o t  u n t o  th ee , IT zziah , to  
b u rn  in ce n se  u n t o  th e  L o r d ,  b u t  t o  th e  p r ie s ts  th e  son s 
o f  A a r o n , th a t  a rc  c o n s e c r a te d  t o  b u r n  in c e n s e :  g o  mvt 
o f  th e  s a n d  n a r y ; f o r  th o u  h ast t r e s p a s s e d ; n e ith e r  sh a ll 
it  be f o r  th in e  h o n o r  f r o m  th e  L o r d  G o d . T h e n  U z z ia h  
w as w r o th , a n d  h a d  a ce n se r  in  h is  h a n d  to  b u r n  in c o m e ;  
a n d  w h ile  h e  w as w r o th  w ith  th e  p r ie sts , th e  le p r o s y  
even  rose  u p  in  h is  fo r e h e a d  l r f o r e  th e  p r ie s t s  in  th e  
h o u se  o f  th -1 L o r d , f r o m  b e s id e  th e  in ce n s e  a lta r .” —  
2 C h r o n ic le s  2t>: 1 5 -1 9 .

22W h a t  w e see i l lu s tr a te d  in  th e  ease o f  K i n g  U zz ia h  
is a lso  an u n d e r ly in g  p r in c ip le  o f  th e  b o o k  o f  E s th e r . 
M u c h  o f  th e  in te r e s t  in  th is  b o o k  c e n te rs  in  th e  t a c t  
th a t  n o n e  co u ld  e n te r  th e  p r e se n ce  o f  th e  k in g  w i t lu u t  
b e in g  c a l le d , w ith o u t  b e in g  in v ite d . T h e  o p e n in g  c h a p ­
te r  is th e  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  b e a u t i fu l  V a s h t i. w h o  s p u r n e d  
th e  k in g ’ s in v it a t io n  to  c o m e  b e fo r e  h im , a n d  w h o se  
fa i lu r e  to  d o  so  le d  t o  h e r  d e g r a d a t io n  a n d  e x p u ls io n  
f r o m  th e  r o y a l  p a la ce . T h e  p ic tu r e  o f  f le s h ly  Is ra e l ’ s 
fa i lu r e  t o  l is t e n  to  th e  h e a v e n ly  m essa g e  seem s  h e re  in  
e v id e n c e . T h e n  co m e s  th e  b e a u t ifu l  s to r y  o f  th e  lo w ly  
E s th e r ’ s s e le c t io n  a n d  e x a lt a t io n , r e p r e s e n t in g  a p p a r ­
e n t ly  th e  t r u e  c h u r c h , g a t h e r e d  o u t  f r o m  b o th  J e w s  a n d  
G e n t ile s .

23A  w ic k e d  c o n s p ir a c y  h a d  b een  m a d e  a g a in s t  th e  
J e w s , t o  p u t  th e m  a ll  t o  d ea th . E s th e r , a b e a u t i fu . v o u n g  
J e w e s s , h a d  b e e n  u r g e d  to  g o  b e fo r e  th e  k in g  a n d  p le a d  
f o r  h e r  p e o p le . S h e  f in a lly  d id  so , a n d  w ith  s u cc e ss , b u t  
p le a d e d  w ith  h e r  J e w is h  b re th re n  m e a n w h ile  t o  fa s t  
in  h er  b e h a l f ,  r e m in d in g  th e m  th a t  " a l l  th e  k in g 's  se r ­
v a n ts , a n d  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  k in g 's  p r o v in c e s , d o  k n ow ', 
th a t  w h o s o e v e r , w h e th e r  m a n  o r  w o m a n , sh a ll c o m e  
u n t o  th e  k in g  in t o  th e  in n e r  c o u r t ,  w h o  is n o t  c a l le d , 
th e r e  is  o n e  la w  o f  h is  to  p u t  h im  to  d ea th , e x c e p t  su ch  
to  w h o m  th e  k in g  s h a ll h o ld  o u t  th e  g o ld e n  se e n tre , 
th a t  h e  m a y  l iv e .” — E s th e r  4 :  11 .

ONCE CALLED NOT ALWAYS CALLED
21X o n e  n e e d  g e t  th e  t h o u g h t  th a t  b e c a m e  th e y  h iv e  

o n c e  b e e n  c a l le d  w ith  th e  o n e  h o p e  o f  o u r  c a l l in g  th  y 
a r c  a lw a y s  c a lle d . T h e r e  is  a l im i t  t o  G o d ’ s f a v o r s ,  l i e  
is  n o t  c a l l in g  in to  th e  b r id e  c la ss  a n y  w h o  h a v e  m ice  
k n o w n  h im  a n d  Then h av e  m e a s u r a b ly  f o r g o t t e n  h ,m . 
T h e  S c r ip tu r e s  d e fin e  th e se  as w ic k e d . T h e  w ic k e d  are  
n o t  th e  g o d le s s  w h o  h a v e  n e v e r  h e a r d ;  th e y  a re  d e s ig ­
n a te d  a s  tluw e w h o  h a v e  h e a r d  a n d  h a v e  t u r n e d  b a c k , 
tu r n e d  a w a v  f r o m  th e  t r u t h , tu r n e d  a u a in  to  th e  d m im

* • - O

o f  th e ir  o w n  w ills . T h o s e  th e  P s a lm is t  a d d r e s s e s :

2 " " W h a t  h ast th o u  t o  d o , t o  d e c la r e  m y  s ta tu te s , o r  
th a t  t h o u  s h o u ld e s t  ta k e  m y  c o v e n a n t  in  t h v  m o u t h ?  
se e in g  th o u  h a te s t  in s t r u c t io n ,  a n d  ea stes t m y  w o r d s  
b e h in d  th ee . W h e n  th o u  sa w est a t h ie f  [a s e lf -s e e k e r ,
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lo o k in g  o u t  f o r  h is  o w n  f a m e  and p e l f  in s t e a d  o f  th e  
f e e d in g  o f  th e  L o r d ’ s f lo c k ]  t h o u  c o n s e n te d s t  w it h  h im , 
a n d  h a s t  b e e n  p a r ta k e r  [ e n g a g e d  in  s im ila r  w o r k ]  w ith  
a d u lte r e r s  [B a b y lo n  a n d  h e r  se c ta r ia n  d a u g h te r s , o r g a n ­
iz in g  a d d it io n a l  s e c t s ] .  T h o u  g iv e s t  th y  m o u t h  t o  e v il , 
a n d  th y  to n g u e  f r a m e t h  d e c e it . T h o u  s it t e s t  a n d  sp e a k - 
e s t  a g a in s t  th y  b r o t h e r ; th o u  s la n d e r e s t  t h in e  o w n  
m o t h e r ’ s son . T h e s e  th in g s  h a s t  th o u  d o n e , a n d  I  k e p t  
s i l e n c e ;  th o u  th o u g h t e s t  th a t  I  w a s  a lt o g e th e r  s u c h  an  
o n e  as t h y s e l f ; b u t  I  w i l l  r e p r o v e  th e e , a n d  se t th e m  in  
o r d e r  b e fo r e  t h in e  eyes . N o w  c o n s id e r  th is ,  y e  th a t  
f o r g e t  G o d , le s t  I  te a r  y o u  in  p ie c e s , a n d  t h e r e  b e  n o n e  
t o  d e l iv e r .” — P s a lm  5 0 :  1 6 -2 2 .

VICTORY FOR THE FAITHFUL
“ T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  in v it e d  t o  J e h o v a h ’ s g r e a t  

f e a s t  o f  lo v e , a n d  w h o  r e m a in  in  th e  h e a r t  r e la t io n s h ip  
w it h  h im  in  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  a t  th e  t im e  w h e n  th e y  
h e a r d  a n d  r e s p o n d e d  t o  h is  g r a c io u s  c a l l ,  w i l l  b e  th e  
o n e s  u p o n  w h o m  th e  la u r e ls  o f  v ic t o r y  w i l l  u lt im a te ly  
r e s t . J u s t  a t  th is  t im e  th e se  c a l le d  o n e s  h a v e  a m ig h t y  
m e.ssage t o  d e liv e r , a  m ig h t y  w o r k  t o  p e r fo r m . I t  is  
t h e ir  p r iv i le g e , i t  is  t h e ir  d u ty , t o  p r o c la im  th a t  g e n t i le  
t im e s  h a v e  e n d e d , th a t  th e  t im e  o f  G o d ’ s a n g e r  is  h e re , 
a n d  t h a t  e a r th ’ s n e w  K i n g ,  h e r  r i g h t f u l  r u le r ,  is  ev en  
a t  t h e  d o o r ,  n a y  is  e v e n  n o w  s e t t in g  u p  h is  k in g d o m . 
H e a r  th e  P r o p h e t :

27“ I  h a v e  c o m m a n d e d  m y  s a n c t if ie d  [ c o n s e c r a t e d —  
R. V.] on e s , I h a v e  a ls o  c a l le d  m y  m ig h t y  o n e s  [m ig h t y  
i n  th e  S c r ip tu r e s ,  m ig h t y  t o w a r d  G o d ]  f o r  m in e  a n g e r  
[ t o  d e c la r e  th a t  th e  d a y  o f  w r a th  is  h e r e ] ,  e v e n  th e m  
t h a t  r e jo ic e  in  m y  h ig h n e s s .”  ( I s a ia h  1 3 : 3 )  I t  is  to  
t h is  c la ss  o f  c a l le d  o n e s  t h a t  r e jo ic e  in  G o d ’ s h ig h n e s s  
a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  th a t  th e y  a re  p r o f o u n d ly  im p r e s s e d  
w it h  t h e ir  o w n  a n d  o th e r  m e n ’ s l i t t le n e s s  th a t  G o d  w il l  
g iv e  th e  g r e a t  v ic t o r y .  A n d  so  w e  r e a d  th a t  in  th e  
L a m b ’ s h o u r  o f  v ic t o r y  o v e r  th e  b e a s t a n d  h is  im a g e  
a l l  th o s e  w h o  sh a re  th e  v ic t o r y  w ith  h im  “ a re  c a l le d  
[ r e m a in  c a l le d , c o n t in u e  t o  a p p r e c ia te  t h e ir  in v i t a t io n ]  

a n d  c h o s e n  [b e c o m e  G o d ’ s f in a l  c h o ic e  f o r  th e  g r e a te s t  
o f  a l l  h ig h  h o n o r s ] ,  a n d  f a i t h f u l  [ r e j o i c i n g  in  G o d ’ s 
h ig h n e s s  a n d  in  t h e ir  o w n  l it t le n e s s  e v e n  t o  th e  e n d ] . ”  
— R e v e la t io n  1 7 :  14 .

“ W h ile  th e  b r id e  w i l l  b e  w it h  h e r  L o r d  in  th e  h o u r  
o f  v i c t o r y ,  a n d  w h ile  sh e  w i l l  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  th e  v ic t o r y ,  
y e t  th e  r e a l v ic t o r  in  th e  c o n f l i c t  is  J e h o v a h  h im s e l f ,  
th e  o n e  w h o  c a l le d  h is  p e o p le  t o  h im s e l f .  S e e  h o w  th is  
is  e x p r e s s e d  b y  th e  P r o p h e t :

20“ F e a r  n o t : f o r  I  h a v e  r e d e e m e d  t h e e ; I  h a v e  c a l le d  
th e e  b v  th y  n a m e ;  th o u  a r t  m in e . W h e n  t h o u  p a ssest 
t h r o u g h  th e  w a te rs , I  w i l l  b e  w ith  t h e e ;  a n d  th r o u g h  
th e  r iv e r s , th e y  sh a ll n o t  o v e r f lo w  t h e e :  w h e n  th o u  
w a lk e s t  t h r o u g h  th e  f ire , t h o u  s h a lt  n o t  b e  b u r n e d ;  
n e ith e r  sh a ll th e  f la m e  k in d le  u p o n  th ee . F o r  I  a m  th e  
L o r d  th y  G o d , th e  H o ly  O n e  o f  I s r a e l, t h y  S a v io r .  . . . 
S in c e  th o u  w a s t  p r e c io u s  in  m y  s ig h t , t h o u  h a s t  b een  
h o n o r a b le ,  a n d  I  h a v e  lo v e d  t h e e :  t h e r e fo r e  w i l l  I  g iv e

m e n  f o r  th e e  a n d  p e o p le  f o r  th y  l i f e .  F e a r  n o t :  f o r  I  
a m  w it h  t h e e : I  w i l l  b r in g  th y  seed  f r o m  th e  ea s t, a n d  
g a th e r  th e e  f r o m  th e  w e s t ; I  w il l  sa y  t o  th e  n o r th , G iv e  
u p ;  a n d  t o  th e  s o u th , K e e p  n o t  b a c k :  b r in g  m y  so n s  
f r o m  fa r ,  a n d  m y  d a u g h te rs  f r o m  th e  en d s  o f  th e  e a r t h ; 
e v e n  e v e r y  o n e  t h a t  is  c a lle d  b y  m y  n a m e ;  f o r  I  h a v e  
c r e a te d  h im  f o r  m y  g l o r y ;  I  h a v e  f o r m e d  h i m ;  y ea , I  
h a v e  m a d e  h im .”  (T sa ia h  4 3 : 1 - 7 )  T h is  p r o p h e c y  a p ­
p lie s  t o  b o t h  th e  h ou ses  o f  Is r a e l, f le s h ly  a n d  s p ir i tu a l .

CALLED TO FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD
S0T h o u g h  th e  p a ssa g e  b e  a fa m i l ia r  o n e  t o  th e  re a d e r s  

of The Watch T ower, w e  c a n n o t  f o r b e a r  t o  q u o te  
a g a in  a  p a s s a g e  f r o m  th e  p e n  o f  P a s t o r  R u ss e ll  w h ic h  
h a s  le d  m a n y  to  a  d e e p e r  w a lk  w ith  G o d  b e ca u se  i t  h a s  
h e lp e d  th e m  t o  b e tte r  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  
I n f in i t e  O n e , w h o s o  l i f e  is  l o v e :

S1“ 0 u r  r e c o v e r y  co s t  th e  s a cr if ice  o f  th e  d e a rest tr e a s ­
u r e  o f  h is  h e a r t , a n d  th e  s u b je c t io n  o f  th is  B e lo v e d  O n e  
t o  th e  m o s t  a b je c t  h u m il ia t io n , ig n o m in y ,  s u f fe r in g  a n d  
d e a th . A h ,  d id  th e  F a th e r  le t  h im  g o  o n  th a t  e r r a n d  
o f  m e r c y  w it h o u t  th e  s lig h te s t  s e n s a tio n  o f  s o r r o w fu l  
e m o t io n ?  H a d  h e  n o  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  p a n g s  o f  a 
f a t h e r ’ s lo v e  w h e n  th e  a rro w s  o f  d e a th  p ie r c e d  th e  h e a r t  
o f  h is  b e lo v e d  S o n ?  W h e n  o u r  d e a r  L o r d  s a id :  ‘ M y  
s o u l  is  e x c e e d in g  s o r r o w fu l ,  ev en  u n t o  d e a th ,’  a n d  a g a i n : 
‘ F a t h e r ,  i f  i t  b e  p o s s ib le , le t  th is  c u p  p a ss  f r o m  m e :  
n e v e r th e le s s , n o t  as I  w ill ,  b u t  as th o u  w ilt , ’  d id  i t  t o u c h  
n o  s y m p a th e t ic  c h o r d  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  E t e r n a l?  Y e a ,  
v e r i ly .” — Z ’ 9 5 -1 5 4 .

32I t  is  t o  fe l lo w s h ip  w ith  th is  in fin ite  h e a r t  o f  L o v e  
t h a t  th e  sa in ts  a re  c a lle d , fe l lo w s h ip  w ith  th e  O n e  
w h o  f o r  th o u s a n d s  o f  y ea rs  h a s  b een  r e p r o a c h e d  b y  
e v i l  a n g e ls  a n d  e v il  m e n , w h o  h a v e  n o t  u n d e r s t o o d  o r  
w h o  h a v e  s o u g h t  t o  th w a rt  h is  b e n e v o le n t  d e s ig n s  a n d  
th u s  h a v e  c a u se d  h im  so rro w . T h e s e  s o rro w s , th ese  
r e p r o a c h e s , c a m e  u p o n  J e s u s  a n d  h a v e  c o m e  u p o n  us.

S3T h a t  o n e  o f  th e  c o n d it io n s  o f  o u r  c a l l  is  th a t  w e  
m u s t  s u ffe r  h e re , is  th e  t e s t im o n y  o f  m a n y  p a ssa g es  in  
th e  W o r d .  A n d  w e  are  ev en  t o  s u ffe r  f o r  d o in g  th a t  
w h ic h  is  r ig h t .  “ I f  w h en  y e  d o  w e ll ,  a n d  s u ffe r  f o r  it , 
y e  ta k e  i t  p a t ie n t ly ,  th is  is  a c c e p ta b le  w ith  G o d . F o r  
e v e n  h e r e u n to  w e re  y e  c a l le d .” — 1 P e t e r  2 :  20 , 2 1 .

34I n  th is  c a l l  t o  su ffe r  w e  a re  c a l le d  u n t o  fe l lo w s h ip  
w it h  b o t h  o u r  L o r d  J e su s  C h r is t  a n d  o u r  h e a v e n ly  
F a t h e r ; f o r  so  th e  S c r ip tu r e s  d e c la r e : “ G o d  is  f a i t h fu l ,  
b y  w h o m  y e  w e r e  c a l le d  u n to  th e  fe l lo w s h ip  o f  h is  S o n  
J e s u s  C h r is t  o u r  L o r d .”  A n d  in  t h e ’ S in a it ic  t e x t  o f  
2 P e t e r  1 :  3 w e  a re  t o ld  th a t  G o d  “ h a th  c a lle d  u s  t o  h is  
o w n  g lo r y  a n d  v ir t u e ,”  b y  h is  v e r y  w il l in g n e s s  t o  sh a re  
p r e s e n t  r e p r o a c h e s  w ith  u s  th a t  h e  m a y  th e  m o r e  a b u n ­
d a n t ly  b le ss  u s  h e r e a fte r . I f  w e  ev a d e  th e  s u ffe r in g  a n d  
th e  r e p r o a c h e s  h e re , w e  sh a ll a lso  e sca p e  th e  c h ie f  b le s s ­
in g  a n d  g lo r y  h e r e a fte r .

“ N o t ic e  h o w  in  th e  D ia g lo t t  r e n d e r in g  o f  R o m a n s  
8 : 1 7  th e  t h o u g h t  is  b o r n e  o u t  th a t  th e  s u ffe r in g  a n d  
the fu t u r e  in h e r it a n c e  a re  sh a red  jo i n t l y  b y  th e  F a t h e r
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a n d  th e  S o n  a n d  th e  c h u r c h : “ T h e  s p ir i t  i t s e l f  te s t ifie s  
t o g e th e r  w ith  o u r  s p ir i t , th a t  w e  a re  c h i ld r e n  o f  G o d . 
A n d  i f  c h ild r e n , a lso  h e irs , in d e e d , o f  G o d , a n d  jo i n t -  
h e ir s  w ith  C h r i s t ; i f  in d e e d , w e  s u ffe r  to g e th e r ,  so  th a t  
w e  m a y  be a lso  g lo r i f ie d  to g e th e r .”

EARTHLY CONDITIONS DO NOT DEBAR
3l''T h e  L o r d  h as ca lle d , in v ite d , h is  p e o p le  f r o m  e v e ry  

c o n d it io n  o f  e a r th ly  e n v ir o n m e n t . T h e  A p o s t le  h a s  
d is cu s s e d  th is  w h o le  s u b je c t  p la in ly  in  1 C o r in th ia n s  
7 : 1 7 - 2 4  a n d  h is  la n g u a g e  is so  c le a r  th a t w e  r e p r o d u c e  
i t :  " B u t  as G o d  h a th  d is t r ib u te d  to  e\ erv  m a n , as th e  
L o r d  h a th  c a l le d  e v e ry  on e , so  le t  h im  w a lk . A n d  so 
o r d a in  I  in  a ll  ch u rch e s . I s  a n y  m a n  c a lle d  b e in g  
c ir c u m c is e d ?  le t  h im  n o t  b e c o m e  u n c ir c u m c is e d . I s  
a n y  c a l le d  in  u n c ir c u m c is io n ?  le t  h im  n o t  b e  c i r c u m ­
c is e d . C ir c u m c is io n  is  n o th in g  a n d  u n c ir c u m c is io n  is  
n o t h in g ,  b u t  th e  k e e p in g  o f  th e  c o m m a n d m e n ts  o f  G o d . 
L e t  e v e ry  m a n  a b id e  in  th e  sa m e  c a l l in g  | o c c u p a t io n —  
i f  it  is  h o n o r a b le ]  w h ere in  h e  w as c a l le d  [ in  w h ic h  h o  
w a s  a t  th e  t im e  h e  w as ca lle d  w ith  th e  h e a v e n ly  c a l l in g ] .  
A r t  th o u  c a l le d  b e in g  a s e r v a n t?  ca re  n o t  f o r  i t :  b u t  i f  
th o u  m a y e s t  b e  m a d e  fr e e , u se  i t  r a th e r . F o r  h e  th a t  is  
c a l le d  in  th e  L o r d ,  b e in g  a se rv a n t, is  th e  L o r d ’ s f r e e ­
m a n  : l ik e w is e  a lso  h e  th a t  is  c a l le d , b e in g  fr e e ,  is  
C h r is t ’ s s e rv a n t. Y e  a re  b o u g h t  w ith  a p r i c e ;  b e  n o t  y e  
[a t  h e a r t ]  th e  se rv a n ts  o f  m e n . B r e t h r e n , le t  e v e ry  

m a n , w h e r e in  [ in  w h a te v e r  e s ta te  o r  o c c u p a t io n ]  h e  is 
c a lle d  | w ith  th e  h e a v e n ly  c a l l i n g ] ,  th e r e in  a b id e  w ith  
G o d .”

37T h e  L o r d ’ s sa in ts  a re  c a l le d  u n t o  l ib e r t y ,  a l th o u g h  
th e y  a re  to  u se  th a t  l ib e r ty  n o t  f o r  an  o c c a s io n  t o  th e  
f le sh , b u t  t o  serve  on e  a n o th e r . (G a la t ia n s  5 :  1 3 )  T h e y  
a re  c a l le d  t o  p e a ce  in  th e ir  h o m e s  i f  th a t  is  o b ta in a b le  
( 1  C o r in th ia n s  7 :  1 5 )  ; b u t  i f  i t  is  n o t ,  th e y  a re  c a l le d  
t o  p e a ce  in  t h e ir  h e a r ts  a n y w a y . (C o lo s s ia n s  3 : 1 5 )  
T h e y  a re  c a l le d  t o  h o lin e s s , as o p p o s e d  t o  u n c le a m ie s s  
(1  T h e s s a lo n ia n s  4 : 7 ) ;  th e y  a re  ca lle d  to  h o l in e s s  b e ­
ca u se  th e y  a re  c a lle d  to  be G o d ’ s c h ild r e n , m e m b e r s  o f  
h is  f a m i ly  (1  P e t e r  1 : 1 4 - 1 7 ) ;  th e y  a re  c a l le d  t o  b e  
sa in ts . (1  C o r in th ia n s  1 :  2 )  T h e r e  is  a n  im p l ic a t io n  in  
th is  v erse  th a t  th is  p a r t ic u la r  e p is t le  w a s  a d d r e s se d  to  
som e  w h o  w ere  n o t  ca lle d , s o m e  w h o  w e re  n o t  s a in ts , 
b u t  w h o  h a d  fa i t h  m  th e  L o r d  a n d  w ere  a s so c ia te d  w ith  
th e  L o r d ’ s p e o p le  a n d  w ere b le ssed  th e re b y . O r  i t  m a y  
b e  th a t  th e  r e fe r e n c e  is to  a ll  o th e r  c a l le d  o n e s , a l l  
o th e r  sa in ts , e lsew h ere  th a n  a t C o r in th .

3sT h e  L o r d  h as c a lle d  h is  p e o p le  t o  su ch  g o o d  th in g s . 
I n  th e  firs t  p la c e  a ll w h o  h a v e  been  c a lle d  th r o u g h o u t  
th e  G o s p e l a g e  h av e  b een  c a l le d  in  o n e  h o p e  o f  th e ir  
c a l l in g . (E p h e s ia n s  4 : 4 )  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c a l le d  to  
e te r n a l l i f e .  (1  T im o t h y  G: 1 2 )  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c a l le d

“To do thy will is more than praise, 
As words are less than deeds;

And simple trust can find thy ways 
We miss with chart of creeds.

to  o b t a in  th e  g lo r y  o f  th e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r is t . ( 2  T h e s s a ­
lo n ia n s  2 : 1 4 )  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c a l le d  t o  o b t a in  the 
g lo r y  o f  th e  G o d  o f  a l l  g r a c e . ( 1  P e t e r  5 : 1 0 )  T h e y  
h a v e  b e e n  c a l le d  t o  a  p la c e  in  G o d ’ s k in g d o m . ( 1  
T h e s s a lo n ia n s  2 :  1 2 )  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c a l le d  t o  r e c e iv e  
a n  e te r n a l in h e r ita n c e . (H e b r e w s  9 : 1 5 )  T h e y  h a v e  
b een  c a l le d  t o  in h e r it  th e  g r e a te s t  o f  b le s s in g s , th e  
p r iv i le g e  o f  b le s s in g  a l l  th e  fa m il ie s  o f  th e  e a r th . ( 1  
P e t e r  3 : 9 )  H e n c e  th e  L o r d ’ s sa in ts  h a v e  b e e n  c a l le d  
a c c o r d in g  to  a p u r p o s e  ( 2  T im o t h y  1 : 9 ) ;  th e y  h a v e  
b een  c a l le d  to  b e  e a r th ’ s fu t u r e  k in g s  a n d  p r ie s t s  ( 1  
P e t e r  2 : 9 ,  Dinglott) ; a n d  i t  is  th is  b le s s in g  o f  th e  
w o r ld  th a t  is  th e  h o p e  o f  th e ir  c a l l in g .— E p h e s ia n s  1 :1 8 .

r,!‘W h a t  w o n d e r , th e n , th a t  th e  a p o s t le  P a u l  b e s o u g h t  
th e  E p h e s ia n  c h u r c h  t o  w a lk  w o r t h y  o f  th e  v o c a t io n  
w h e r e w ith  th e y  w ere  c a l le d  (E p h e s ia n s  4 : 1 ) ;  a n d  th a t  
h e  p r a y e d  f o r  th e  T h e s s a lo n ia n  b r e th r e n  th a t  th e y  t o o  
m ig h t  b e  w o r t h y  o f  t h a t  sa m e  c a l l in g  !— 2 T h e s s . 1 :  1 1 .

“ W h a t  w o n d e r  th a t  S t . P e t e r  u r g e d  th e  b r e th r e n  t o  
g iv e  d i l ig e n c e  th a t  t h r o u g h  th e ir  g o o d  w o r k s  th e y  s h o u ld  
m a k e  t h e ir  c a l l in g  a n d  e le c t io n  su re  ( 2  P e t e r  1 : 1 0 ,  
S in a i t i c  t e x t )  ; a n d  w h a t  w o n d e r  th a t , as o u r  o p e n in g  
t e x t  ( J u d e  1 )  d e c la r e s , s u c h  a  c la ss  o f  c a l le d  o n e s  a re  
b e lo v e d  in  th e  F a t h e r  ( i n  h is  h e a r t )  a n d  t h a t  h e  is 
k e e p in g  th e m , k e e p in g  t h is  je w e l  c la ss  f o r  J e s u s  C h r is t ,  
t o  b e  h is  e te r n a l c o m p a n io n ,  th e  j o y  a n d  s a t is fa c t io n  o f  
h is  h e a r t !

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
Is  the “ light o f  con science”  a gu ide to salvation? If 1, 2.
Wh;it should the conscience do fo r  the heathen, and w h at is a 

prerequisite 1o sa lvation ? 7 3.
H ow  <loos the A postle conclude that the heathen are not ca lled ?  U 4.
Tluom rh w hat name only m ust all be saved? 7 5.
W hat is the significance o f  the gospel m essage traveling w est from  

P a l e s t i n e 1' (5.
D o fhe masses o f  so-called  C hristians know o f  the “ high ca llin g ? ’*

Is there a great response to G od ’s invitation  to sa lvation ? If 8.
Does God make choice from  am ongst the called ones, thus furth er 

restricting the salvation  o f tin* Gospel age"3 7 9.
H ow is the narrow ing dow n process further show n? If 10, 11.
What class, then, does the heavenly F ather delight to h o n or?  If 12, 

13
W hat is m eant by the “ deliverance”  being m ade “ in the rem nant” ? 

II 14.
Is there any difference betw een the calling o f Jesus and o f  his 

lmd\ *3 7 15.
Show how  God prefigured the com ing o f  Chii.st. 7 1 0 ,17
In w hat thrilling phrase does God call the ch urch ? 7 1 8 ,1 9 .
Did Jesus call h im self and aspire to be G od ’s H igh P r ie s t?  7 20.
H ow  did God show  d isfa vor tow ard one who aspired to fu n ction  

in a place where he was not ca lled? 7 21.
H ow  is this principle set forth  in the liook  o f  E sth er? 7 2 2 ,2 3 .
W hen once  in grace, w hat are the conditions o f  rem ain ing in 

grace*3 7 2 4 ,2 5 . s
To whom  w ill the laurels o f  v ic tory  finally g o?  7 2 0 ,2 7 .
To whom  does the g lory  go, and who is tiie real victor*3 7 28 29.
W hat gracious w ords have been uttered show ing the tenderness o f  

God ? 7 30, 31.
W hose sorrow s and reproaches do the saints share, and is this a 

p riv ilege? 7 32, 33.
W here and how  is this specially  show n? 7 3 4 .3 5 .
A re earth ly conditions and environm ents barriers to  G od ’s ca31?

W hat kind o f “ liberty”  do G od ’s saints exercise them selves in and 
how ? 7 37. ’

T o  w hat are they called, and how  honorable is th is ’  U 38
H ow  are the saints adm onished by P aul and P eter? U 39, 40.

“Apart from thee all gain is loss, 
All labor vainly done;

The solemn shadow of thy cross 
Is better than the sun.”



PRAYER-MEETING TEXT COMMENTS
TEXT FOR SEPTEMBER 5

“ B e filled with the s p i r i t — Ephesians 5 :1 8 .

EV E R Y  n e w  c r e a t u r e  in  C h r is t  m u s t  h a v e  s o m e  
m e a su re  o f  th e  h o ly  s p ir i t .  “ I f  a n y  m a n  h a v e  n o t  
th e  s p ir i t  o f  C h r is t ,  h e  is  n o n e  o f  h is .”  (R o m a n s  

8 : 9) B e in g  f i l le d  w ith  th e  s p ir i t  is  th e  r e s u lt  o f  th e  
d iv in e  p o w e r  a n d  h o ly  in f lu e n c e  w o r k in g  in  th e  c r e a ­
tu r e . I t  cre a te s  in  s u c h  th e  h o ly  in flu e n c e  a n d  d is p o s i ­
t i o n .  I n  o r d e r  f o r  o n e  t o  g r o w  u p  in to  C h r is t  J e s u s  
th e  p r o ce ss  o f  f i l l in g  w ith  th e  h o ly  s p ir i t  m u s t  c o n t in u e  
u n t i l  t r a n s fo r m a t io n  in to  th e  lik e n e ss  o f  th e  L o r d  is  
c o m p le t e .  O n e 's  a b i l i ty  in  th e  s ig h t  o f  th e  L o r d  is  
d e t e r m in e d  b y  th e  d e g r e e  o f  th e  h o ly  s p ir i t  p osse sse d  
b y  h im . I f  th e  c r e a tu r e  is  u n c e r t a in  as t o  w h e th e r  o r  
n o t  h e  h as th e  t r u t h , h e  c a n n o t  d e v e lo p  in  th e  s p ir i t  o r  
d is p o s i t io n  o f  th e  M a s te r . H a v in g  o n ce  s e tt le d  i t  in  h is  
m in d  th a t  h e  is  a c h i ld  o f  G o d , th e n  i t  b e h o o v e s  h im  to  
g o  o n  z e a lo u s ly  t o  th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  h is  co u rse .

T h e  w o r d s  o f  th e  t e x t ,  “ B e  f i l le d  w ith  th e  s p ir i t ,”  
s u g g e s t  p r o g r e s s io n  f r o m  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  C h r is ­
t i a n ’ s ca re e r  u n t i l  th e  f u l l  c o n s u m m a t io n  o f  h is  h o p e . 
T h e  p r o c e ss  o f  f i l l in g  w it h  th e  h o ly  s p ir i t  m a y  b e  b r ie f ly  
s u m m e d  u p  t h u s :  K n o w in g  th e  w i l l  o f  G o d  a n d  c o n ­
t in u o u s ly  d o in g  h is  w i l l  w it h  a  j o y f u l  h e a r t . T h e  w i l l  
o f  G o d  is  m a d e  k n o w n  t o  u s  b y  th e  s tu d y  o f  h is  AY ord 
a n d  th e  w a tc h in g  o f  h is  p r o v id e n c e s .  “ S a n c t i f y  th e m  
t h r o u g h  th y  t r u t h :  t h y  w o r d  is  t r u t h .”  ( J o h n  1 7 :  1 7 )  
H o w  tr u e  th is  s ta t e m e n t :  “ I t  is  in  v a in  th a t  w e  seek 
t o  h e f i l le d  w ith  th e  h o ly  s p ir i t  i f  w e  d o  n o t  g iv e  a t t e n ­
t i o n  t o  th e  d iv in e  a r r a n g e m e n t  p r o v id e d  f o r  th is  v e r y  
p u r p o s e ”  ! ( E - 2 4 5 )  T h e  L o r d  h a s  re v e a le d  t o  h is  p e o p le  
h is  p r o v is io n  f o r  t h e ir  b e in g  f i l le d  w ith  h is  h o ly  s p i r i t ;  
n a m e ly , b y  th e  s tu d y  o f  h is  W o r d  a n d  o f  th e  B ib le  h e lp s  
p r o v id e d  b y  h i m ;  b y  p r a y e r  a n d  f e l lo w s h ip  w it h  th e  
L o r d  t h r o u g h  th e  s p i r i t ;  b y  a s se m b lin g  to g e th e r  w ith  
o th e r s  o f  l ik e  p r e c io u s  fa i t h ,  a n d  to g e th e r  f e e d in g  a t 
h is  ta b le  a n d  b u i ld in g  o n e  a n o th e r  u p ;  a n d  b y  k e e p in g  
th e  m in d  a n d  th e  h a n d s  e n g a g e d  in  th in g s  p e r t a in in g  
t o  th e  L o r d ’ s k in g d o m .

W e  m u s t  r e a liz e  th a t  o u r  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  w o r k  o f  
lo o k in g  a ft e r  th e  in te r e s t s  o f  th e  L o r d ’ s k in g d o m  is  a 
r e a l t h i n g ;  a n d  w e  s h o u ld  b e  p a r t ic u la r ly  e n th u s e d  w ith  
t h e  th in g s  p e r t a in in g  t o  th e  K i n g 's  b u s in ess . B y  th ese  
m e a n s  w e  a rc  g r a d u a l ly  f i l le d  w ith  th e  s p ir i t  o f  th e  
L o r d ;  a n d  p e r s is t in g  in  t h is  co u r s e , th e  u lt im a t e  r e s u lt  
w i l l  b e  a c o m p le t e  c h a n g e  in t o  h is  lik e n e ss .

TEXT FOR SEPTEMBER 12
"B ecause ye are sons, God hath sent, forth the spirit 

o f his Son into your hearts, crying, A lb a , F ather .” —  
Galatians J+: 6.

FA T H E R  m e a n s  li fe -g iv e r .  T h e  r e a liz a t io n  th a t  o n e  
h a s  l i f e  b r in g s  j o y  o f  h e a r t  w ith  g r a t itu d e  a n d  
th a n k fu ln e s s  t o  th e  G iv e r . T h e  id e a l r e la t io n s h ip  

b e tw e e n  th e  fa th e r ,  th e  l i f e -g iv e r ,  a n d  th e  so n  is  a 
sw ee t a n d  b le ssed  on e . T h e r e  is  a p e r fe c t  c o n fid e n c e  
o n  b o th  s id es . T h e r e  is  tr u e  fe l lo w s h ip  b e tw een  th e m . 
E a c h  o n e  d e lig h ts  in  th e  o th e r . W e  h a v e  b e co m e  son s 
o f  G o d  b e ca u s e  J e h o v a h  h as f r e e ly  ju s t i f ie d  u s u p o n  
th e  b a s is  o f  th e  p r e c io u s  b lo o d  o f  C h r is t  J e su s , h as 
a c c e p te d  u s  as a p a r t  o f  h is  sa cr if ice , a n d  b e g o t te n  u s 
t o  th e  sa m e  n a tu r e  o f  o u r  L o r d ,  th e re b y  a d o p t in g  u s 
in t o  th e  b o d y  o f  C h r is t , m a k in g  u s  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  
h o u s e  o f  son s , i f  s o  be th a t  w e  c o n t in u e  t o  fu l f i l  o u r  
c o v e n a n t , r e jo i c in g  in  th e  h o p e  ev en  to  th e  en d .

N o w  w e  ca n  t r u ly  a n d  jo y f u l l y  s a y : H o h o ia h .  th o u  
a r t  m y  F a th e r ,  a n d  th y  w i l l  I  d e l ig h t  to  d o . ’ T h is  is  
th e  s p ir i t  o r  d is p o s it io n  o f  h is  b e lo v e d  S o n ;  a n d  th is  
s p ir i t  h e  h a t h  sen ! fo r th  in to  o u r  h ea r ts . O n e  p o s s e s s in g  
th a t  s p ir i t  o r  d is p o s it io n  lo v e s  th e  L o r d . H e  w h o  lov es  
th e  F a t h e r  j o y f u l l y  keeps h is  c o m m a n d m e n ts  ( l . I o h n  
5 :  3 ) ,  a n d  h e  h as th e  a s su ia u c e  o f  th e  lo\ e  o f  th e  F a th e r  
a n d  o f  C h r is t  J e su s . ( J o h n  1 4 : 2 1 , 2 3 )  I t  w as th e  
s p ir i t  a n d  d is p o s i t io n  o f  J e s u s  w h e n  o n  ea rth  t o  g iv e  
a ll c r e d it  a n d  h o n o r  to  th e  F a th e r , fa k in g  n o n e  to  h im ­
s e lf . “ I  c a n  o f  m in e  o w n  s e lf  d o  n o t h in g . ’ ’ ( J o h n  f>: 3 0 )  
“ F o r  I  c a m e  d o w n  fr o m  h ea\ en , n o t  to  do  m in e  o w n  
w il l ,  b u t  th e  w il l  o f  h im  th a t  sen t m e .”  ( J o h n  ( i : 3 8 )  
I t  w a s  n o t  h is  s p ir i t  o r  d is p o s i t io n  t o  seek h is  o w n  
g lo r y ,  b u t  th e  g lo r y  o f  h is  F a th e r . ( J o h n  7 : 1 8 )  B e ­
ca u se  h e  d e l ig h t e d  m  th e  F a t h e r ’ s wi l l  th e  F a th e r  l o r n l  
h im . ( J o h n  1 0 : 1 7 )  T h e  p e r fe c t ,  id ea l r e la t io n s h ip  
e x is te d , a n d  a lw a y s  w ill e x is t , b e tw e e n  th e  F a th e r  a n d  
th e  S o n .

T h e  d e g re e  o f  o u r  e n jo y m e n t  o f  th is  sw eet fe l lo w s h ip  
w ith  o u r  F a t h e r  in  h ea v en  d e p e n d s  u p o n  o u r  b e in g  
f i l le d  w ith  th e  h o ly  sp ir it . T h e  C h r is t ia n  w h o  in crea ses  
in  th e  s p ir i t  o f  th e  L o r d  e n jo y s  th a t  ca lm , t r u s t fu l  a n d  
a b id in g  c o n fid e n c e  in  th e  L o r d  th a t  b r in g s  c o m p le te  
rest a n d  p e a ce , a n d  w ith  jo y  h e  c r ie s  o u t :  “ M v  F a th e r , 
m y  F a t h e r ! ”  T h is  sp ir it  o r  d is p o s it io n  im p e ls  h im  to  
lo o k  a b o u t  e a rn e s t ly  to  see w h a t  h e  c a n  d o  to  g lo r i f y  
th e  F a t h e r 's  n a m e .

“ Were half the power that tills the world with terror, 
Were halt the wealth bestowed on camps and courts, 

(liven to redeem the human mind from error,
There were no need for arsenals or forts.

The warrior's name would be a name abhorred!
And every nation that should lift again 

Its hand against a brother, on its forehead 
Would forever wear the curse of Cain 1

“Down the dim luture, through long generations,
The echoing sounds grow fainter and then cease. 

And like a bell, with solemn, sweet vibrations,
I hear once more the voice of Christ say, ‘Peace 1’ 

Peace! and no longer from its brazen portals 
The blast of war’s great organ shakes the skies! 

But, beautiful as songs of the immortals,
The holy melodies of love arise.”



PAUL THE APOSTLE
------- Si.rTKMHKi: 2--------A cts 2 2 :3 ,0 - 1 0 ;  P h il . 3:7-14 --------

PATH, BECOMES H VM BLE FOLLOWER OF J E M 'S — GOI) BESTOWS GREAT HONOR V l'O N  PAUL— PA U L SW EETENS H IS  M ESSAGES.

“I press on toward the goal unto the prise of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”—Philippians 3: lJf.

NEXT to his Master the apostle Paul is the greatest 
figure of the New Testament. His place there cor­
responds to that occupied in the Old Testament by 

Moses. As Moses was the eliiefest exponent of the will of 
God for Israel, so Paul was the eliiefest exponent of the 
doctrine of Jesus, the Head of the church. But these two 
men, who in the providence of God have most influenced 
the world, were very different in character and in bodily 
presence, even as their work differed. Moses was called to 
lead Israel like a shepherd, whereas Paul was sent abroad 
to find the sheep of his Master’s flock. In Moses Israel 
had a fine personal presence suited to the office; but for 
the saints who followed the way of truth there was neither 
such need nor any preparation. The truth which came by 
J c m is  was to be received in spirit: that which made spiri­
tual Israel one flock did not call for such leadership as was 
necessary in fleshly Israel. It is not without meaning that 
Pa-1 had not much bodily presence, lie was probably small 
in Mature, and not specially good-looking; his enemies 
spoke of him as being wink in bodily presence. (2 Corinth­
ians 10: 10) Nor was he robust; indeed, lie was often ailing 
and needing care. Yet few men have endured more than 
he: only an indomitable spirit, and an ardent love for God 
and the I.ord could have enabled him to bear the hardships 
of his ministry. Very fittingly he had the power of attract­
ing men to himself, and of drawing their love to him. In­
deed, lie was loved beyond ordinary, both because he himself 
y is a lover and because he was so devoted.

MYlien Paul was called (Galatians 1:13) the church in 
Jerusalem was provided with leaders and teachers, Peter 
being the foremost apostle and the church’s leader.

PAUL BECOMES HUMBLE FOLLOWER OF JESUS
■;The apostles were grand men ; but as a company they 

were not naturally fitted for the great work which was to 
be done amongst the Gentiles, nor for the special work of 
instructing the church of God. As God uses natural means 
for ids purposes whenever possible, lie raised up a man 
better fitted to be tlie teacher of the whole church than 
any of the already chosen apostles, and one who should in 
a special sense be the planter of churches in the regions 
beyond Palestine.

4Yo the apostles the Lord's choice must have seemed a 
strange one; probably all were in some measure tested by 
it. No one could lane thought that Paul, the hard Pharisee, 
the persecutor of the church, would be chosen to be the 
greatest apostle of the Lamb. But “God mo\es in a myste­
rious way Ids wonders to perform." Most things, even in 
tlm realm of grace, seem to go in natural order; but God 
knows how to touch the unexpected and the unlikely at the 
ri'dit moment and to produce Ids desired results. The I.ord 
spoke to Paul not a moment too soon nor too late, and it 
came about in the providence of God that Paul tlie blas­
ts emor and opponent of Jesus of Nazareth beeame, the 
chielesl exponent of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

■"'Though Paul’s conversion was sudden, there was some 
preparation for it. Paul had not been so certain of his 
course as he professed to be; lie had found it “ hard to 
kick against the goads.” Paul could not forget the sweet­
ness of Stephen’s face before his accusers, nor his prayer, 
nor the superhuman features of that event; and every fol­
lower of Jesus whom he haled to prison was a witness to 
him that he was wrong and they right. And Paul being a

student and well versed in Scripture, Stephen’s arguments 
must have had weight with him. He came near to sinning 
against light, and therefore near to destruction. His state­
ment about himself is not mere hyperbole. (I  Timothy 1: 
13,15) Tints when the vision came outside Damascus it 
was timely; lie was ready and yielded himself. He was not 
merely a changed nmn ready to cease persecuting the saints; 
he gave himself as an instrument for (lie Master's use. 
His consecration was absolute. Though lie had seemed so 
hard, the love which in later da.vs so wonderfully held his 
colaborers must have been in him even then. I f  the well 
did not overflow, its waters were sure. Very soon a com­
mission was given lo him. He was told he was a chosen 
vessel to the Lord, and that a great work in life awaited 
him. He immediately began to preach in Damascus that 
Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah; for the truth had 
broken upon liis mind and was in his heart.

°No man could lie prepared for sucli service as awaited 
Paul without severe testings; but he could hardly have 
expected the schooling he was to get. He escaped from the 
Jews of Damascus by being lowered down the wall in a 
basket; and his entrance into Jerusalem was chilling, for 
the church was suspicious of him. The great Apostle to the 
Gentiles got no special introduction to the church of God. 
—Acts 9:2(5,27.

7Paul’s decision of character, and his earnest desire to 
help those with whom he had associated, sent him to the 
synagogue where lie had worshiped, and to those leaders 
vdio were the a "sors of Stephen. To them he spoke boldly 
n the name of the Lord Jesus. (Acts 9 :29) They laid 

nlans to kill him ; but the brethren, hearing of this, took 
him down to Caesarea and sent him to Tarsus in Cilicia, his 
home. For some years Paul labored in Cilicia; but the 
Scriptures give no account of those labors, nor make more 
than indirect reference 1o his work. (Acts 15:41; Galatians 
1 : 21) But it seems certain that some of the many hard­
ships lie enumerates must have been experienced during 
that period of lonely service. It was while (here be was 
sought out by Barnabas, and returned with him to Antioch. 
There he and Barnabas were set apart by the holy spirit 
for missionary work. But Paul was named second to Bar­
nabas: the record is, “The liol\ spirit said, Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called 
them.” (A ds 13:2) It is hardly possible that Satan would 
allow this to pass without making it a means of temptation 
to Paul. But Paul was lowly in mind, and was ready to 
s in e  in whatever order his Lord should desire, and to use 
su •'! opportunities as his circumstances and the providences 
of God provided. His lowliness of mind was not merely 
subservience to circumstances—a condition which is often 
accepted as humility. When they were out on the work In 
Cyprus, ttie spirit of God moved him lo his place; and 
henceforth, with his name changed from Saul to Paul, he 
was the most prominent of the Lord’s servants.

GOD BESTOWS GREAT HONOR UPON PAUL
8It would not be extravagant to say that no servant of 

Jesus ever got more service out of a consecrated body than 
did the apostle Paul. His partial account of his sufferings 
causes surprise that lie could liear so much and yet keep 
up with liis labors. (2 Corinthians 11:23-28) He counted 
it a great privilege to spend and be spent for the Master 
lie loved, and for the brethren so dear to him. (2 Corinth­
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ians 12:15; Philippians 3 :8 ) It pleased the Lord to let 
tills honored servant be much misunderstood. Called to 
serve in the highest place next to ins Master, like las 
Master Paul received no special introduction to his work. 
He lmd to prove himself by his minis: n. ; but his works 
witnessed to his nposth ship, a.s .lesus' works were his 
witness.—1 Corinthians 11:1,2; John 10:38.

BJesus taught no doctrines. The truths which were “ in 
him” were to be declared by his apos.les. and ir pleased 
the Lord to have Hie doctrines set in order and expatmed 
by Paul. To this end Paul was made tlm ret 'pmut o: many 
visions and special revelations. The oilier apostles of neces­
sity learned of Paul, and some of Hie things he taught they 
found hard to understand. (2 Peter 3:10) It was from 
Paul that the apostles and the church learned of the l rue 
meaning of the breaking of the bread and the sharing of 
the cup; that not only was the Lord bioken for the church, 
but that the church was a sharer with him as one loaf, 
while the sharing of the cup was as it were his life and 
theirs poured out. (1 Corinthians 10: 16) It was from Paul 
that the church learned of the mystic body of Christ; that 
the Christ was not only Jesus their blessed Master, but was 
composed of all those who were quickened by the holy spirit, 
at last found faithful. (1 Corinthians 12:12) It was from 
him that they learned of the mystery hidden from the ages, 
Of the church composed of Gentiles as well as Jew's (Colos- 
sians 1:27) ; that the church were the firstborn who were 
specially saved, as were the firstborn in the houses of Israel 
on the night when the destroying angel went forth. (He­
brews 12: 23) That there was a second Adam being formed 
Of the Lord and the church (1 Corinthians 15:43), and that 
the reign of sin and death was to be swallowed up by the 
power of the grace of God in Christ Jesus. (Romans 5: 21) 
Also It was be who taught the church about baptism into 
Christ, and of the life in Christ. < Romans 6 :4 ) Indeed, he 
was the Lord’s channel of truth to the church.—Rom. 2: 16.

10Paul’s tenderness and lovableness and humility are 
always manifest. Like his Master he was a gracious ser­
vant of God, and he could properly say: “Become imita­
tors of me, even as I also am of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 
11:1, Diaglott) These graces were never more clearly dem­
onstrated than in the relationship between himself and 
Onesimus. Between these two, the foremost Apostle of 
Jesus and a runaway slave, there was a bond of tender 
love; for Paul spoke of him as “my son Onesimus, whom I 
have begotten in my bonds.” (Philemon 10) This is the 
outstanding example of the oneness of spirit which is pos­
sible to those in Christ, a oneness not affected by age, 
ability, or station in life.

PAUL SWEETENS HIS MESSAGES

“ Paul is also an example to the church in his constant 
prayers for those who were steadfast in the faith as well 
as for all the churches. (Philippians 1:3-5; ct al.) A true 
caretaker and shepherd, he sought by prayer the interests 
of all the llock. His personal remembrances are in every 
epistle, and he loved to dwell upon personal matters so a.s 
to sweeten his messages of love. (See Romans 16) But 
Paul’s strict care for the church is as his love; it was 
definite. He would have no compromise nor looseness in 
regard to the truth—“ let him be cut off" is his word con­
cerning any who would introduce false doctrines. (Gala­
tians 1: 0) And lie earnestly besought the faithful brethren 
to avoid those who brought dissension into the church. 
(Romans 10:17) He would bear the weak and feeble in 
faith as tenderly as a mother bears her child (2 Corinth­
ians 1 1 :2 ) ; hut he lmd no sympathy to waste on those 
who were not true at heart.

'-The church of God now upon earth cannot fail to see 
that there is in this day a wonderful, almost strange repe­
tition of Paul's ministry, whether of instruction, or doc­
trine, or service. Our beloved Brother Russell was God’s 
gilt to us, as Paul was to the early church, lie was used 
to give again to the Lord's people those truths which Paul 
gave, but which had been buried deep under creedal rub­
bish heaps. The doctrines previously mentioned were again 
made plant, and now set m clearer light. Paul was not 
allowed to tell of the tilings lie saw (2 Corinthians 12:4) ; 
hut now in every meeting of the brethren the church speaks 
op mly of them. And it v.is given to Pastor Russell more 
than to any other man to serve in exact measure the 
prescript ion of the ministry of Christ given by Paul when 
de---rilling his own ministry.—2 Corinthians 7.

1 “ 'od could hardly have spoken more plainly to those 
who proicssed to ioliow Christ than he lias done by Pastor 
Itu sell's teaching, and as well in the manner of his service 
as in its effect, both in the believer and in the community 
of saints. Tiieie can he no question that these two sonants 
of Jesus Christ are the nearest correspondency in matter, 
manner, dotation, and in result of ,-en ice which the history 
of the church a fiords.

14L’ ?:cc|iting his Master, Paul's Mas perhaps the most 
triumphant spirit of ail time. But he too had his tears. 
He tells the Corinthians that lie served amongst them with 
much tear and trembling, t 1 Corinthians 2 :3 ) If he boast­
ed, he was like the Psalmist, lie boasted in the Lord. (2 
Corinthians 12: 10, 11) But he was a man of like passions 
with those to whom he ministered the things of God, and 
his strength was gained only as he realized his weakness 
and his dependence on his Master. His was a life of happy, 
even joyous service wrought often under most painful cir­
cumstances to body and mind. Ever keeping ltefore him the 
purpose expressed in the Golden Text, he ended liis course 
triumphant in faith. (2 Timothy 4 :8 ) Ilis earthly end was 
lonely; so far as we maj know lie was beheaded by Nero. 
He is now amongst the glorious company who are wit It the 
Lord, triumphs of his grace.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

W ho is the greatest figure in the New Testam ent, next to our 
L ord ? I lis  corresponds to wlioso place in the o ld  Te turnout? 
W lm t was P au l’s probable physical a ppearan ce? V hut makes 
him lovable to C hristians? Til.

W ho was forem ost am ong the apostles before Paul was ca lled? T 2.
W as Paul evidently better qualilied lor the work among tin' < len- 

tiles and establishing churches beyond Palestine than ilie other 
apostles? T 3.

Did P aul's  ca ll seem strange? W as it a probable test to the 
oth ers? W hy should this be? T 4.

W as there a preparation  fo r  Paul's sudden con version '' W hat is 
m eant in Paul's  statem ent that he was ch ief o f  sinners (1 Tim ­
othy 1 : 1 5 ) ?  W as Ins conversion timel.v W hat did lie imme­
d iately  proceed to d o?  T 5.

Did the A postle  receive some severe testings? 1J G.
W as Paul a brave brother? W iieie did lie labor fo r  some tim e? 

W hat induced him to go to A n lioeli? W iio was named lir-t by 
tile holy sp ir it?  W hy would this he a test o f  Paul's  hum ility? 
W hen was Paul advanced bv Hie spirit to  his true position? T 7.

D id I 'a ul got much service out ol his consecrated body? W lmt 
was it that proved his apo-tlosliip? Tf 8.

W hat is the con trast in the type o f m in istry o f  Jesus and P aul? 
From  whom did the apostles and the early church learn about 
doctrine-. ? T 9.

W hat characteristics enter into the nob ilily  o f  P a u lrj In what 
incident is the oneness o f  the body o f Christ beautiiu lly exem­
plified ; H ow  m ay w e fo llow  P a u l: T 10-

In w hat other ways is Brother Paul our exam ple? W as he a 
str ic t  caretaker o f  the churches and o f the brethren? For whom 
did he not care to waste his valuable tim e? T 11-

As the Gospel age has special light at botii ends, who servo 1 us a 
great illum inator at the beginning? W iio serves at its ( lo se ?  
Is  the B ible becom ing an open B ook ? T 12.

W hat noble tiling can be testified o f  these loving, humble servant* 
o f  the L ord ? T 13.

W ho, perhaps, had the m ost trium phant spirit o f  a ll time, next to  
Jesu s? IIow  did  P au l’s earthly career en d ? W here is he n ow ? 
114.



JOHN MARK
------September 9------ Acts 12:12, 25 -13:13 ; 15 : 36-40; 2 Timothy 4 :11------

* T . PETER’ S ENDEARING N AM E FOR M A R K — M A R K  TELLS OF JE SU S’ M IN IST R Y — SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF M A R K ’ S GOSPEL. 

“ Whatsoever thy hand findctli to do, do it with thy might.’’—Ecclesiastes 9:10.

AS THE writer of the second gospel, Mark has an hon­
ored place in the New Testament; for his name is 

 ̂ thus forever associated with that of Jesus our Lord. 
God made Mark great by using him for the edification of 
the church, and by thus using him as a part of his arrange­
ments for the establishment of the church. He was not an 
apostle, but he shares with Matthew and John, who were 
apostles. Mark is an honorable example of one who, failing 
in his work, afterwards uses the favors of God to his rees­
tablishment in the Lord’s favor and service; or, to use the 
expressive term of our own day, Mark was one who made 
good. He is first introduced in the New Testament in Luke's 
account of Peter’s release from prison. When Peter was 
freed and the angel had left him, he was as one dazed; 
for the act of freedom and his deliverance was ns a vision 
to him. When he came to himself in the city, he went to 
the home of Mary, who is distinguished from the other 
Marys by being styled the mother of Mark. (Acts 12:12)
It is evident therefore that Mark lived in Jerusalem, and 
it is very probable that he was one of the earliest of those 
who in Jerusalem believed on the Lord. As Mark’s mother 
w-as sister to Barnabas (Colossians 4:10) Mark was nephew 
to that good man, a connection which meant much to Mark; 
for it meant that all his home influences were good. As no 
mention is made of his father, we must presume that he 
was dead.

2It is thought that Mark’s mother’s house was the one 
where Jesus kept the Passover, and that Mark was the 
man with the pitcher whom the two disciples followed. 
(Mark 14:13) Further it is suggested, and we think with 
a good measure of probability, that Mark was the young 
man who was seized by the rabble which took Jesus from 
Gethsemane, but who escaped naked, leaving his solitary 
linen garment behind him. (Mark 14:51,52) It may very 
easily have been the case that Judas took at least some of 
the leaders of the Pharisees to the house where he had 
left his Master with the other disciples and, finding Jesus 
gone, led them to Jesus’ wonted place; and that the young 
man Mark, who we may suppose would be about twenty 
years of age at the time of our Lord’s crucifixion, followed 
the rabble and thus got into the garden amongst the disci­
ples. We may think of him as of a sensitive, quick nature, 
timid, yet venturesome; a man who would hardly make a 
leader or a pioneer, but one who would serve best under 
direction, and perhaps in sheltered conditions.

3In a previous lesson we suggested that Barnabas may 
have made his home at his sister’s house. Whether that 
were the case or not it is certain that he would frequently 
be with the one who was sister both in the flesh and in 
the Lord, and Mark therefore would enjoy many advan­
tages, both of learning and of training in character. We 
may properly think of him as having a good ordinary 
education.

ST. PETER’S ENDEARING NAME FOR MARK 
♦Mark is next mentioned when his uncle Barnabas and 

Paul were returning to Antioch from Jerusalem after they 
had carried the alms which had been subscribed in Antioch 
for the poor in Jerusalem. They took Mark with them. 
(Acts 12: 25) It would be a great pleasure to Barnabas of 
the generous heart to take his nephew for the experience 
which he would get, and to help to develop him. As it was 
just about that time James had been killed by Herod, and 
Peter seized and was held ready to be killed, it is not 
outside probability that both Barnabas and Paul were in

aw

the home of Mark’s mother, sharing with the company 
gathered there in the prayers which were being offered for 
Peter’s release. In later days 1here was a very close con­
nection between Mark and Peter; for Peter speaks of him 
as “my son Mark” (1 Peter 5; 13), and probably in the 
early days Peter was the means of bringing the young 
man Mark into the truth.

“When, later, Barnabas and Paul were separated for the 
work of the Lord and were to leave on a missionary tour, 
they took Mark with them to minister to them. (Acts 13: 5) 
It would be his business to look after the necessities of the 
journey; probably he would arrange for lodgings and food 
supplies. Whether or not Mark was disappointed with the 
experiences he met with in Cyprus, or felt the work too 
heavy for him, or was timid and feared the dangers or 
hardships they would meet in the mountainous countries, 
we do not know. It seems not unreasonable to suggest that 
he did not like the change which had brought Paul into 
prominence and made him the leader of the party; for 
now the order was Paul and Barnabas, not Barnabas and 
Saul. Whatever the reason, when the party got to the 
mainland Mark declined to go forward, and returned to 
Jerusalem. Here was Mark’s failure. He came to one of 
those times in life which try a man out. Mark failed, but 
not utterly, or we should not have had the “Gospel accord­
ing to Mark.” There is no record of anything said by Paul 
and Barnabas about Mark’s failure to go forward, but it is 
evident that it must have been a disappointment to them; 
for even if they were able to look after their own needs 
there must have been a measure of disappointment in. the 
oss and his detection, as weh as in having their arrange­

ments broken. Nothing is recorded of anything said, but 
on Paul’s part thoughts were deep.

“When next Mark is mentioned it is when in Acts 15:33 
we are told that Paul suggested to Barnabas that they 
should take another journey and visit the churches which 
they had established. Barnabas agreed, but would take 
Mark with them. Paul refused to accept Mark; for he 
felt that the young man was not to be depended upon. The 
contention was sharp. Paul would not give way, and 
neither would Barnabas. ’The dispute ended by Barnabas? 
taking Mark with him; and, perhaps rather self-willed, he 
took the journey Paul -would have made, just as if he 
claimed the work was under his direction. They “sailed 
unto Cyprus” (Acts 15:39) ; and that is the last we hear 
of that missionary enterprise.

7Paul chose Silas for his companion; and, with neces­
sarily changed plans, they went forth with the blessing of 
the church at Antioch. “And Paul chose Silas and departed, 
being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God.” 
(Acts 15:40) It is evident that the church agreed with 
Paul’s decision in that unfortunate dispute. Whatever had 
been Mark’s reason for turning back instead of going on 
to the work, he could have had no thought at the time 
that his action would later on result in so great a difference 
and a separation between his uncle and Paul. No man 
lives to himself; his life affects someone else. Nor can a 
man make a mistake to himself; his mistake affects others, 
in some cases very decidedly. We must presume that Mark 
thought he had good reasons for leaving the work, but it 
is evident from Paul’s decisive attitude concerning him 
that the Apostle did not think Mark was justified. Mark 
(and Barnabas also) should have bowed to the superior 
judgment of one who they knew was the chosen of God.

’-Mark in later years was in Rome in closest association
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with Paul, and the great Apostle speaks very kindly of him. 
(Oolossians 4:10; Philemon 24) Later still, lie asks Timo­
thy to bring Mark to him, saying that Mark was useful to 
him (2 Timothy 4:111 From Peter’s first Epistle it ap­
pears that Mark also traveled with him (1 Peter 5 :1 3 ) ; 
and if we take it that Peter wrote his first Epistle from 
Babylon (not another name for Home, as some think), 
then we know that Mark traveled far with I’eler. Peter’s 
word “'Marcus my son" denotes a close personal attachment; 
and, as previously suggested, that he was Mark’s spiritual 
father. These references disclose much activity on Mark's 
part, and that he must have been a considerable trawler. 
I f once he had fears they had vanished ; whatever lack in 
earnestness had been was overcome; and whatever diner- 
ence existed between Paul and him had been settled Mark 
had surely humbled himself, and sought to retrace ins 
steps. He found his acceptance by his acknowledgment of 
God’s arrangements.

MARK TELLS OF JESUS’ MINISTRY
9But it is the Gospel which bears Mark’s name which 

more than these references proves his recovery. This it 
does not only by the fact that he was privileged to write 
it, but also by its burden or purport. To Mark Jesus was 
the faithful servant of Jehovah ; and more than the Gospels 
written by Matthew, or Luke, or John, Mark’s conveys the 
thought of Jesus engaged in urgent service. So anxious 
does he appear to be to tell of this that be does not stop 
to concern himself with any statement of the genealogy of 
Jesus as Matthew and Luke d o ; bul. after t lie briefest 
introduction telling of the work of John the Baptist, lie 
enters upon the story of Jesus’ ministry, and the most 
notable feature in the telling is the urgency of the ministry.

loUnlike Matthew and John, Mark had not been a com­
panion of Jesus, and therefore be had not first-hand infor­
mation. But, as we have seen, he was a companion of 
those who had known the Lord; and (lie thought which 
has always obtained in the church that Murk expresses 
Peter's mind is probably true. Ilis Gospel indicates a close 
and perhaps personal acquaintance with Jesus, so intimate 
are its touches in the account of Jesus’ actions. There are 
things in each Gospel which are distinctive, and are to be 
specially noted. The writers were under the guidance of 
the holy spirit; but, as it pleased the Lord to give the 
church the four accounts, it is clear that each writer was 
used to write those tilings which were specially on his mind.

l lThere are several tilings emphasized in Mark's Gospel 
and some related.only by him which must he considered as 
part of tlie Lord’s message by the gospel. But there is one 
thing particularly prominent: Plainly it was Mark's pur­
pose to set forth Jesus as the servant of Jehoiah, and in 
quick and urgent service. The Greek word iithcox which is 
translated forlhwith, immediately, straightway, anon, as 
soon as, occurs no less than forty-two times in Mark’s 
Gospel, eleven of these being in the first chapter. Jesus 
had a service to perform, a work to do, for liis Father; 
and lie slacked not even a moment in his purpose to be 
faithful to his trust. Often tired, lie was ever ready. 
Mark uses a peculiar expression about Jesus after a hard 
day's service. Telling of Jesus’ desire to go across Galilee 
to find rest on the other side, lie says; “They look him 
even as he was.” (Mark 4:36) This may mean that lie did 
not get out of the_ boat from which lie had earlier in the 
day addressed the crowds, but more probably it means 
that lie was tired almost to exhaustion. Jesus fell asleep; 
and despite the raging storm which arose, lie continued to 
sleep. The Servant was tired. But lie was not permitted 
to rest—even Satan was allowed to disturb him by the 
fierce storm which arose.

SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF MARK’S GOSPEL
12In Mark’s Gospel Jesus is never addressed by the disci­

ples as Lord (the insertion in ch. 9:24 is an error; see 
Diaglott) ; for he is the servant who emptied himself of 
the glory lie had with the Father before the world was 
(Fliilippians 2 :7 ,8 ) ;  and servants do not usually carry 
titles. Nor in this Gospel is Jesus emphasized as a teacher; 
not many parables or discourses are recorded, as in the 
other Gospels. And it is Mark who tells that Jesus in 1 he 
wilderness was willi the wild beasts. (Mark 1:13) In Mow 
of tlie main fact in Mark's life it is reasonable to suppose 
that lie was ready to emphasize, and was used by the holy 
spirit to emphasize, the difference between Mark's own 
attitude at the time of service and his Master's. Probably 
it was parity fear which caused Mark lo fail at Pm-m; 
but whether this were so or not, it is certainly true lh.it 
when lie was recovered by tlie Lord he was I he one lo 
emphasize the unremitting, ever willing service of Ihe 
Master, who never shrank from either hardship or danger.

1JMark had wanted to be tlie director of his own me; od 
of service; but Jesus had accepted the leadings of Gel's 
providences and the promptings of his spirit, and not as 
of compulsion, but as of direction, leading him into God's 
service. Mark also had the thought of restoration m mind ; 
for it is lie more than any of tlie others who tolls of Jesus’ 
loving toucli; of tlie hand put forth to raise the sick i M irk 
1 :31 ), to lead tlie blind (Mark 8 :23), and raise tlie dead 
(Mark 5 :4 1 ) ; and it is Mark who tells how Jesus nek 
tlie child whom he used as an illustration (Mark 
and the children whom lie Messed, (Mark 10:10) into ins 
arms. Jesus to him was specially the ineml of ihilc o ul- 
dren. It is to the loss of the children of our day t ii.it t e.v 
are not told the sweet story of old, the story of tlm live of 
Jesus for tlie children and what he said about them. Ynev 
niiss the happiness and even tlie convert which c :i dan 
feel in having him as tiieir friend. There seems to lie a 
special bond between him and them.

14Tlie lessons gained by Mark in his own life lie’ped him 
much when lie was used tn tlie Lord to write and s-q his 
Master's service in a clear light. Tlie idea of res.ora. inn 
to favor and (o sen ice must have been ever present with 
him. He is the only one who tells that Peter was specially 
mentioned in the message to the disciples on tlie morning 
of the resurrection (Mark 16:7), a word which must have 
been specially comforting to Peter, who hud slipped so badly.

10Mark lias given us a stirring and energizing picture of 
Jesus, of one who was great in his sen ice, always busy, 
always serving in love, and in everything seeking to do 
his Father’s will.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAX STUDY
W ho is the author o f  tlie second G ospel? In wlmt w ay was lie 

used? W as Mark an apostle? W hen do we l in t  hear o f  Ilium 
W ho was Ids m othei ? *1 1.

Name some incidents in the life  o f  Mark. W hat kind o f prison 
was lie '' H 2.

W hat advantages had Mark over oilier young men o f that tim e ’' ![ :i. 
W ith  whom  dal Mark fra\el for  a runes w juu  laid H erod done?

Wh.it is m eant by “ iny so i .Mark” ? ' 4. s 
In what w ay did Mark minister to l ’aiil and B arnabas? W hat 

was Murids fa ilu re? *.! 6.
D id  M ark’s defeetion cause a supination between Paul and Barna­

bas? H ow  did the contention em lv (1.
W hat did Paul then d o v W hy should Mark and B arnabas have 

bowed to Paul's  decision '? * 7 .
W luit did Paul and Peter m later jo in s  have to say about M ark? H 8. 
W hat is the bunion o f  .Mink's G ospel? U0.
From  whom  did Mark get most o f  his in form ation ? H 10 
W hat are the tilings .Mark m entions not mentioned in tlie ottier 

Gospels? W hat does Mark specially emphasize'.- W hat is tlio 
signilieanee ol so much use o f  the word ulltros’ • 'l l  

W hy docs not Mark use the word “ L o rd '’ in his G osp e li Ilad 
M ark's experieiu es anj thing to do with this particular eliaruc- 
teristic o f  the G ospel'' *[12.

W hat oilier thought iiad Mark in mind, and how was it mani­
fested ? H ow  do children suiter lo --  in our day? *[ VI 

How' did M ark’s own room ei'.v alleet Ins a fter h ie '? In  what in ifa  
deep im pression shown ? H 14, 10.



LUKE, THE BELOVED PHYSICIAN
-------September 16------- L uke  1:1-4; A cts 1 :1 ; 16: 9-15; Col. 4: 14 ; 2 T im . 4:11------

LU K E A GIFT OF GOD TO PAUL— LUKE SETS FORTH JE SU S’ GREAT COMPASSION— L U K E ’ S GOSPEL E M PH A SIZES GENTILE ACCEPTANCE.

“A friend lovetli at all times; and a brother is born for adversity.”—Proverbs IT: 17.

THOUGH Luke’s name is one of the best known of the 
great men of the New Testament, there is little said 
of him personally. The Gospel which is known by his 

name has no subscription to tell who wrote it; nor is its 
writer’s name mentioned or implied. In this it shares with 
the Gospels of Matthew and Mark. John’s Gospel is the 
only one which indicates its writer (John 21: 24) and, with 
the natural perversity of the higher critics, is the one whose 
authenticity is most disputed. Luke’s Gospel is addressed 
to Theopliilus, and purports to give a careful account of 
certain events in the life of Jesus and in others related to 
it. The same writer, following on his former treatise, also 
gives an account of some of the Acts of the Apostles. But 
again the writer’s name is not mentioned. These two books 
form a large and very important part of the New Testa­
ment. The church has always held that they were written 
by Luke; and internal evidence leaves no doubt that he, 
the beloved physician and companion of Paul, was the 
writer. He is very unobtrusive, and gives no account of 
himself; and consequently there has been much speculation 
arising out of the fe,v items of personal knowledge which 
here and there are found in the Acts of the Apostles and 
in the apostle Paul’s writings.

2As Luke was a physician, and as in his day the prac­
tice of medicine was chielly confined to slaves or to freed- 
men, it is therefore not unreasonable to suppose that Luke 
may have been a slave. If that were so it follows that he 
had been very diligent; for his writings show a large 
measure of general excellence and ability. Whether or not 
this was the case, Luke had a very sympathetic disposition 
towards those who might be said to be of the lower strata 
of human life ; his Gospel tells more of our Lord’s kind­
nesses towards the publicans and sinners than the others 
do. He was a Gentile by birth, as is shown by the passage 
when he is named by Paul among those who were not of 
the circumcision.—Colossians 4:12-14.

LUKE A GIFT OF GOD TO PAUL
sLuke’s first introduction in the New Testament is when 

Paul on his second missionary journey had arrived at Troas. 
Paul visited the Galatian churches and had thought to go 
into Bithynia, but had been prevented by illness. He had 
also thought to go into Asia, probably to Ephesus; but ‘the 
spirit suffered him not.’ (Acts 16 :7) Pushing on to Troas, 
he had a vision of a man from Macedonia beseeching him 
to go there. At this point in the narrative the first personal 
pronoun is used, indicating that the writer there joined 
the party. He says: “After he [Paul] had seen the vision 
immediately tee endeavored to go into Macedonia, assuredly 
gathering that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel 
unto them.” (Acts 16: 10) The familiarity which the writer 
manifests indicates a previous acquaintance with Paul, and 
the confidence of one associated with him in his ministry. 
It is probable that Luke had labored with Paul in Antioch, 
doing the work of an evangelist. One writer says: “ In one 
of the earliest manuscripts there are two passages which 
imply the presence of Luke in Antioch. In Acts 11: 20 it 
is said that the scattered Christians came to Antioch 
preaching our Lord Jesus unto the Greeks; and in verse 
28, the story says: ‘And when we were gathered together, 
Agabus stood up foretelling a famine.’ ”

4Luke’s ability to serve in the gospel was augmented by 
his being a physician. Paul was still weak when he arrived 
in Troas and, humanly speaking, was hardly fit for the

European work which lay before him. Luke may be said 
to be God’s gift to Paul; for he would see to Paul’s bodily 
needs, as well as to help in the proclamation of the gospel. 
When Paul left Philippi for Thessaloniea and Athens, Luke 
stayed on in Philippi, and apparently continued to minister 
there, helping the little company of believers. That church 
ever remained warm in its affection to Paul; indeed, he 
speaks of the Philippiuns as his joy and crown. They were 
very mindful of tiis temporal needs (Philippiuns 4 :1 ,16 ), 
though it is almost certain that Luke would be the original 
mover in their thought for Paul.

5Paul must have felt the loss of Barnabas very keenly; 
but there was more than compensation in the gain he 
found in Luke with his practical skill, even as the loss of 
the ministry of Mark was more than made up for in Timo­
thy. In later days Paul, when writing from Philippi to 
the Corinthians, and when sending Titus to them, both to 
help and to put some matters right, as also to take from 
the Corinthians their subscription to his fund for the poor 
in Jerusalem, says that he sends with Titus a brother, 
whom he does not name but, whom he mentions as “ the 
brother whose praise is in all the churches.” (2 Corinthians 
8 :1 8 ; 12:18) It seems certain that this unnamed brother 
was the well-known and beloved Luke, whose presence with 
Titus would be an assurance to the Corinthians of the care 
which Paul had in the matter of the money. Luke’s per­
sonality is prominent in the New Testament, and yet he is 
so little seen it almost appears as if there is purpose in the 
non-mention of his name. He himself never mentions it, 
and Paul seems to go out of the way in order to refrain 
from doing so. nere is not mere unobtrusiveness, but as 
if the Lord would say that some of the service of bis 
faithful ones shall be felt rather than seen. And further, 
it is very probable that the unnamed brother whom Paul 
addresses at Philippi as his “ true yokefellow” and who was 
thought could, more than anyone else, help the sisters who 
were not of one mind, was none other than Luke, once 
again serving the church in Philippi.—Philippians 4: 3.

“When traveling with Paul Luke had many opportunities 
of gathering knouTedge of the early work of the apostles. 
In the many places visited he would meet with those who 
were in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, and who lmd 
believed on that wonderful day. And also some of those 
who were dispersed in the persecution which arose after 
the death of Stephen. But probably it was while Luke was 
companion to Paul when for two years he was in prison 
in Caesarea (Acts 23:23; 24:27), that the material was 
gathered for his Gospel. Luke was not a prisoner; and a 
man of his character would certainly visit Jerusalem and 
other places in order to get first-hand information of those 
tilings which he sets forth so carefully. He reveals himself 
both as a very good and very able man. He tells that 
though many had taken upon themselves to write of the 
things which were common knowledge in the church, he 
had felt that there still was a need for a careful and 
exact account (Luke 1:1-4), and his purpose was to set 
them forth in order.

LUKE SETS FORTH JESUS’ GREAT COMPASSION
7Luke’s standpoint is that of a Gentile, and his desire is 

to show the relation of Jesus to the human race. Mark 
had shown Jesus as the Servant of Jehovah; Matthew, 
his relation to the hope of Israel. But there was a need 
to show him as the Savior of men, of the whole human
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family; to have an account of his life which would show 
the Gentiles that they too had a portion in Jesus and in 
the love of God. With such a desire in the mind of so good 
and kindly a man, and with the gracious Jesus the friend of 
sinners as his subject, it is not surprising that under the 
guidance of the holy spirit Luke has given an account of 
the life and service of Jesus in what someone has called 
the sweetest book in the world. There is no other writing 
which sets forth the loveliness and the graciousness, the 
kindliness and compassion of Jesus, and therefore of his 
Father, as Luke’s Gospel. Luke had the heart of a physi­
cian, for those also who were sin-sick and bruised; he 
would heal the woes of the human family. He could not 
do that, but he could tell of one who was sent of God for 
that purpose. The apostle Paul would wish to have such a 
setting of our Lord’s ministry in order to help his own 
ministry amongst the Gentiles; and very probably he en­
couraged and helped Luke in his desire and labor.

8Luke begins his record by telling in detail of the birth 
of John the Baptist, and of the wonderful things which 
are associated with the earliest hours of Jesus’ life. It is 
evident he intended to set forth the Master as one who 
belonged to the human family rather than to the elect; 
and therefore while showing that Jesus is of the seed of 
David according to the flesh, and the inheritor of the 
promises of Israel, he carries his genealogy back through 
the elect to Adam, the son of God. (Luke 3 :38) It is the 
Gentiles’ outlook; for the babe of Bethlehem was to bring 
blessing to all people. To Luke also, and in a wider sense 
than when the word was used by John, Jesus had come 
"to his own.” Bom in a stable, cradled in a manger, be 
came as a lowly member of the human family. Luke never 
forgets this; and he, more than any other, shows the 
sympathy there was between Jesus and the despised in 
Israel, the publicans and sinners and the outcasts.

9Under divine guidance it is to Luke’s care that we have 
the record of the prophetic sayings and songs of those 
worthy men and women who were specially associated with 
the birth of our Lord. He alone records the prophecy of 
Zacharias with its wide outlook of the plan of God (Luke 
1:67-80); the triumphant prophetic song of Mary (Luke 
1:46-55) ; and the prophecy of Simeon, who said that the 
child Jesus was to be “a light to lighten the Gentiles,” as 
well as the glory of God’s Israel. (Luke 2 :32) Though 
Luke says that he intended to set forth things in order, it 
must not be understood that the incidents he records are 
placed in chronological sequence; for it is evident that this 
was not the case. The order is rather that of similarities 
of thought or incident. Luke brings together things which 
according to his purpose are related one to another; and 
he gives accounts of our Lord’s observations and general 
remarks rather than reports his discourses.

LUKE’S GOSPEL EMPHASIZES GENTILE ACCEPTANCE
10It is to Luke that we are indebted for the parables of 

the Good Samaritan, the Lost Sheep, and the Prodigal Son, 
three parables which perhaps more than any others have 
helped the church of God to see that it was of the kindli­
ness of God that Jesus our Savior appeared. And it is Luke 
who relates the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, 
which, rightly interpreted, shows the favor then coming 
upon the Gentiles; how those who were as dogs to the 
Jews were to get the favor of resting in Abraham’s bosom, 
of enjoying the Abrahamic hope with all its comforts and 
blessings; the parable which shows that God had mercy 
for the Gentile outcasts, and that he intended to bring 
them into favor as he had had favor upon his chosen 
people Israel. It is Luke who speaks of the times of the 
Gentiles, the 2,520 years (now ended), during which the

Gentiles ruled; and who says that when the fig tree (Israel 
according to the flesh) shall put forth its leaves all the 
trees will shoot forth (Luke 21:29,30) ; an indication that 
when the house of Israel again begins its youth the other 
peoples of the earth will at the same time also spring forth 
to abiding life. It would be a joy to Luke when writing his 
second treatise (Acts) to tell of the dispersion of the truth 
from Jerusalem to Samaria, and to Antioch; and to relate 
the work of the holy spirit in the great cities of the earth. 
The heart of such a man as he must have been continually 
happy as he thought of so many getting that which would 
comfort their hearts and heal their sorrows.

“ Besides the service which Luke rendered to the Lord 
for the church by his writings, the only direct mention of 
him is in connection with Paul. His fidelity to his beloved 
leader and patient was great. During his last imprisonment 
Paul had sent his fellow laborers to serve the churches’ 
needs, and only Demas and Luke were left. Demas forsook 
him, having loved the world better; and Paul writes almost 
pathetically: “ Only Luke is with me.” He could not spare 
Luke, and Luke was not the kind to leave a service for his 
Master. (2 Timothy 4:10,11) The silence of Scripture in 
direct reference to Luke is surely intentional. In the provi­
dence of God he has had a large place in the life of the 
church, but no other so prominent a servant has so little 
direct mention. He may be said to be an illustration of 
the church of God as a whole. The lowly disciples of Jesus 
seek to follow in his steps going about doing good, healing 
those oppressed by the devil’s kingdom by telling them the 
truth of the kingdom of Jesus. In due time comes the 
reward of that lowly, unobtrusive, but very definite service 
done for God. “Then shall the righteous shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father.”—Matthew 13: 43.

12As Mark is God’s example of one who made a full 
recovery after having lost out on his privileges of service, 
so Luke is God’s example of the servant who in lowliness 
of mind finds his service in helping others to serve. Luke 
was a true and faithful helper to Paul, who without doubt 
was thus enabled to do more than would otherwise have 
been possible. He was also a true helper in the churches. 
His almost hidden service was like oil to machinery; it 
helped others to serve. He kept himself, and was kept by 
the Lord, out of sight. He had the spirit of a true servant 
of the Lord, and he needed none of the light of publicity 
to stimulate it.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
Name one of the best-known men of the New Testament, who was 

very unobtrusive, wlio has very little said of him personally, 
and who wrote a large portion of the sacred book without men­
tioning his name as the author. H 1 .

Who was the “beloved physician” ? For what is the Gospel of 
Luke particularly noted? U 2.

Where is Luke first introduced to us? How is he identified as 
being acquainted with the apostle Paul ? H 3.

How was Luke’s ability to serve augmented? How did he still 
minister to Paul though separated from him? K4.

What were two marked instances of God’s overruling providence 
with respect to Paul? Who is likely the unnamed brother? 
What odd thing may be said of Luke, and what lesson does it 
seem to teach? K 5.

Where did Luke get his flood of information? Why was he so 
methodical in chronicling it? U 6 .

Why does Luke’s Gospel abound with sympathies and compassion for the world at large, taking in a larger view ? U 7.
What object had Luke in starting his Gospel with John the Bap­

tist? What particular feature does he mention, omitted by 
others, and why? H 8 .

In what other things does the book of Luke excel? What was Luke’s method of recording events? H 9.
What else does Luke’s account contain? In what direction do these 

lead our minds ? The fact that Luke was the only Gentile writer 
of the New Testament would lead him to joy in wliat events? 
1110.

In what way did Luke prove his true worth to Paul? In what 
respect is Luke an illustration of the church as a whole? U 11. 

How are Luke and Mark contrasted? How was Luke like oil to 
machinery ? f 12.



INTERESTING LETTERS
HAS JOY IN CONTINUED SERVICE

My D e a e  B r o t h e r  I U  t h e r e ' -i>:

Your good letter of March 28th reached me here, having 
been forwarded after a delay of more than a week. It was 
a source of great .joy and comfort to me. Need I tell you 
this? The man who does not love his work, who finds no 
pleasure in it, who cannot toil at it until he drops, is a 
slave. lint to go on with our work, we all need loving 
encouragement, recognition. It's a great thing. Encourage­
ment we all mod: tor we '.ill have human frames. We pet 
the child, but must not l'orgti it when it is old; for it still 
needs encouragement to overcome life's storms, hardships 
and terrible disappointments, l.ove is the only thing that 
mat tics, the one thing that counts. It is the only thing that 
tells m the long run. Nothing else endures to the end. Of 
course it is God's design to lm\e e\ery servant have an 
experience of loneliness of spirit, that he may learn to 
depend upon his God. Even loved ones may lie dull to such 
a situation however good their hearts may he. The most 
faithful of God's servants may not at all times expect to 
receive the Father’s smile; for the faith of his servants 
must be tested. We remember how God kept Jesus waiting 
when his soul was sorrowful unto death.

Let me say for your encouragement how great the pleas­
ure and profit the April 1st and 15th Towers have given me. 
My soul warmed and praised the Lord. How true it is that 
there is a tendency to slacken our hand at this tremendous 
moment. Every passage referring particularly to this period 
points out tlie same dangerous inclination. Wipe out the 
line between “ workers” and “non-workers” ? Certainly! 
Wliy not? To be a worker does not mean to do impossible 
tilings. God is 1 lie Judge. “Entering into the joy of the 
Lord” opens up a wonderful thought that we are no longer 
apprentices but partners in the Lord’s business.

There is one other tiling that must be mentioned ; it is 
the able manner in which the Sunday School Lessons are 
being handled in the W a t c h  T o w e r  at present. Those arti­
cles on “ Gothsemane” and “The Crucifixion” should lie 
studied liy every class on earth: and not those alone, but 
all of them, it is my thought that not half enough atten­
tion is being paid to them.

May the blessing of the dear Lord richly attend you in 
all your labors of love, anil your soul be filled with that 
peace and joy known alone to the faithful in Christ Jesus.

In lots of love and good wishes. I am
Your brother and fellow1 servant, O. L. S u l l i v a n .

NEW-FOUND TREASURE IS GLORIOUS
D e a r  B r e t h r e n :

1 have just finished reading T h e  W a t c h  T o w e r . The 
lot able letters just melt my heart; and to show my appre­
ciation I cannot keep from writing to let these dear people 
know that their letters are read. I join witli them in asking 
God's guiding hand over you; and nmy God's riehe't bless­
ing In' jours, as you lane a great responsibility. I have 
now Iren in tills present truth four month's. I have many 
times thought of writing, but I know that your time is 
precious anil did not want to burden you. But my heart is 
overllowing in thankfulness to our merciful God, Jehovah, 
who lias sent us this blessing through his faithful servant. 
It surely is meat. It satisfies my hungry soul. Brother 
McClure and I are now in the work, tin* Lord Jesus having 
opened the way. We shall gladly go out and hand this 
blessing to others.

I have sought much for the truth. I went from one 
church to another, thinking that I would find what I was 
looking for in one of them; hut I found nothing that satis­

fied me. But, thunk God, I have found it now! Surely this 
is peace and joy to the weary wanderer. I have nothing to 
complain about; all things to be thankful for. This present 
truth is so well prepared for us. Nothing left out; all we 
have to do is to lake and eat.

“The Finished Mystery” was the first hook I got and read. 
Oh. what a blessing! We love so much to go to meetings. 
We find true fellowship winch we were not aide to find 
before. There we can talk about God and his wondrous 
work, as Brother McClure says to give way to these pent-up 
feelings, to glorify God and praise his lovingkindness. Yes, 
it seems like .something unnatural to be recognized, to be 
treated so kindly. It is a new world, the old is passed 
away; all the members showing the greatest zeal for the 
Lord's work.

Your brother and sister by ills grace.
H i l d a  M cClu r e , Calif.

RECOGNIZES THE TRUE LIGHT
G e n t l e m e n  :

A llow  me to thank  you  fo r  T h e  H arp  of G od, T h e  W a t c h  
T ow er  and T he  G oi.den A ge, w h ich  reached  m e sa fe ly .

Your books anil papers are a revelation; and it may 
interest you to know that for years I have not been at all 
satisfied willi the teaching I received in the church. For a 
long time that teaching seemed to me to be unreasonable. 
Many times I luive asked ministers to explain passages to 
m e; and the more they tried to do so, the more at sea they 
seemed to gel. Therefore, as I felt that God had some plan, 
I began to look elsewhere for an explanation of his Word 
which would look at least reasonable; and I am happy to 
say that by hearing one of your speakers I began to think: 
“ Here’s something a real man can live up to.”

I should lie interested to get any new books or papers 
you may from tune to time publish, as I feel I cannot get 
too much light on this great subject. I recently purchased 
ii set of Pastor Bussell’s works ; and as I am slowly reading 
them, and at Hie same time studying them, I feel that at 
last I am on (lie right path.

I shall be glad at any time to .assist the local members of 
your association in any way I can ; for I feel indebted to 
them for pointing the way to one who was very uncertain 
as to the future.

Yours most sincerely, J o h n  W a it e , Sask.

LOS ANGELES CONVENTION
Tiie Bible Students’ convention of eight days at Los 

Angeles will begin Saturday, August 18, to be concluded 
with the public meeting in the Coliseum Sunday afternoon, 
th.e 2011). The special train from Chicago is attracting 
many of the friends, and many others on different routes 
are exp-'eted at Los Angeles. The excursion rate from 
Chicago and other points direct to Los Angeles is cheaper 
than the certificate plan of tickets. We advise all who are 
traw'lmg a long distance to buy the excursion rate tickets. 
Inquire first of the railroad agent as to tiie prices. Where 
you find the rate cheaper by certificate plan because of 
short distance, travel this way.

Address all communications relative to the convention to 
E. r>. Sexton, 200 Trinity Auditorium, Los Angeles, Calif.

CONVENTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED BY BROTHER RUTHERFORD

Winnipeg, Man., Aug. 3 5. ... T,. \v. Burgess, 539 Newman St
Saskatoon, Sask., Aug. 8-10.....Geo. P. Naish, Oil Avenue J., South
E dm onton. Alta., Aug. 10-12....Geo. A. Ware, 12321 Stony Plain Road
Tacoma, Wash., Aug. 14-19............F. L. Cushing, 3922 No. 31st St.
Los Angeles, Calif., Aug. 18-2G........ 111. D. Sexton, 200 Trinity Bldg.
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BROTHER T.
Saginaw, M id i....................Aug. 3 9
Burt, M ich.............................  ”  2 0
B irch  Run, M ich .................  ”  21
Saginaw, M ich...................... ”  22
Wheeler, M ich......................  ”  23
Alma. Mich.....................  M 21

E. BARKER
F lint, M ich ............................Aug. 20
Fenton, M ich.........................  ”  27
Durand, M ich........................  ”  2S
Fort H uron, M ich............... ”  29
Mt. Clemon.s, M ich ..............  ”  30
D etroit, Mich ... . Aug. 31, Sept. 2

BROTHER J.
Vpsilanti, M id i................... Aug 15
A nn A rbor, M ich................  ”  10
Dundee, M ich ..........................”  17
Toledo, O................................. ” li>
Lim a, O......... ..........................  ”  20
W apakoneta, O..................... ”  2 1

HOEVELER
Dayton, O..............................Aug. 22
lla im iion , O........................... ”  23
Cincinnati, O........................  ”  24
Jeffersonville, In d ............... ”  26
F rankfort, K y ......................  ”  27
Lexington, K y ......................  ”  £8

BROTHER J. A. BOHNET
Brow nsville, T ex ........... ...Aug h ;
Sam Ford>ce, T ex......... ... ”  17
M cAllen, T ex ................... ... "  19
H arlingen, T ex................ ... ”  20
K ingsville, T ex................ •* •> |
Corpus C hristi, Tex. ... „  ”  22

Sim m ons, T ex............. Aug. 23, 24
San A ntonio, Tex. . . * 2G
K errville , T ex...............  " 27
Com fort, T ex................  ”  2S
P ipe Creek, T ex ..........  ”  30
Bandera, Tex....... Aug. 31, Sept. 2

BROTHER II. HOWLETT
C lifton  Forge, Va. .. . Aug 14 Charleston, W . Va .. ..Aug. 24, 26
D ivide, W . \ a ............. .. ' 1 5 ,10 Coco, W. Mi............... .. ’ 27
Mt. Lookout, W . \a. .. "  J ». i./ N itro, W. M i............. .. ”  28
Shawver, W . Va......... .. ”  20. 21 Gallipohs, O ............... .. ”  29
W ickham , \V. Va........ 22 23 H untington, \V. Va. .. ”  3 0 ,3 1

BROTHER \\ . H. PiCAEKiNG

BROTHER B. H. BOYD
E lgin, 111.................... ........... Aug. 1(1 Tlegewisch, 111............ ........ A ug. 24

...........  ”  17 •’ -*0
Chicago, 111............... ...........  ”  19 < hicago, H eights, 111., .... ”  27
Des Blaines, 111. .. ...........  ”  20 B lue Island, 111.......... ........ ”  28
Park Ridge, 111....... ...........  ”  21 Kankakee, 111............... ......  ”  29
R oseland, 111............ ........... B loom ington , 111.......... ......  ”  30

B R O T H E R  J. W . C O P E
M elstone, M ont....... ............ Vug. 13 Fergus Falls, M inn..... A ug. 20, 21
M iles City, M ont. ............ ’ 14 N ortlicote, M inn.......... ”  22, 23
Belfield, N. D ........... ........... ”  15 Erskine. M inn............. ”  24, 20
Jam estow n, N. D. ............  ”  17 llau g , M inn. ..... ........ ”  28, 29
F argo, N. D ......................... "  19 ZippeJ, M inn........ Aug. 31, Sept. 2

Tacom a, W ash...............Aug 10-19 Vancouver, B. C.......... ......Aug. 29
V ictoria , B. C............
M alahat, B. C............

... " 21 Xew W estm inster, B. C. ’ 27
22 Chilliwack, B. C.......... ......  ”  29

Ladysm ith, B. C. _... ” 23 i eu licton , B. C....... ......  ” 31
Nanaim o, B. C............ ” 24

B R O T H E R

Vernon, B. C.................

B. M. RICE

......Sept. 2

Cam bridge, M inn. ........Vug. 10 M ankato, M inn............ ..Aug. 24
St. Paul, M ini!........... 17 19 Rochester, M inn.......... .. ”  26
E llsw orth , W ise......... 2 L W inona, M inn.............

W halen, M inn...............
.. ” 27

C entuna, W ise........... . " 22 .. ”  28
Eureka Centre, Minn 23 

B R O T H E R

Estherville, l a .............

V. C. RICE

.. ” 30,31

Byfield, M ass.............. Portland, M e................
you th W indham, Me.

Aug. 23, 26
N ew buryport, Mass. ......  ”  17 24
K ittery , M e.................. ........ ”  19 Dry M ills, Me............... ” 27
M oultonville, N. 11. ........  ”  20 Lew istow u, Me............

N orway, Me..................
”  28

E ast W olfboro , N. 11.......  ”  21 » 29
S au lord , M e................. ........ ” 22 Auburn, Me................... ” 30

BROTHER A. J. ESHLEMAN
Burlington, Vt............. ... ” 17 Albany, N . Y............... .. »* 26Rutland, Vt............. ... ”  19 Brainard Sta., N. Y. 27
Granville, N. Y....... ’• 20 Troy, N. Y.................... >» 28Greenwich, N . Y. ....... ” 21 Watervliet, N . Y................. n 29
Pownal, Vt..................... ... ” 22, 23 Mechanicsville, N. Y. .... it 30
Pittsfield, Mass........ ........ Aug. 21 Ft. Edward, N. Y. _____ ii 31

BROTHER A. M. GRAHAM
Tacom a, W ash ....... ......Aug. 16-19 E verett, W ash ........... ...Aug. 26
Seattle, W ash........ ......  ”  20 Snohom ish, W ash....... ... ”  27
B laine, W ash.......... ......  ”  21 W enatchee, W ash. ... ... ”  28, 29
Bellingham , W ash. .... ”  22 Spokane, W ash ............... ”  30
Burlington , W ash. . .. ”  23 Cirur d ’Alene, Ida. ..... ”  31
Mt. Vternon, Wash. .... ”  21 Spokane, W ash ........... ...Sept. 2

BROTHER M. L. HERR
E num claw , W ash. ......Aug. 20 A th ol, Id a .................... ...A ug. 27
Ellensburg, W ash. ......  ”  21 M issoula, M ont......... ... ”  28, 30
Yakim a, W ash ....... i* , Fablo, M ont................ .. ”  29
Spokane, W ash. .. ......  ”  23, 20 Deer Lodge, M ont. .... ”  31
Cceur d ’Alene, Ida. .... ”  24 B utte, M ont................. ....Sept. 2

BROTHER W. M. HERSEE
Fernie, B. C.................... Aug. 10 Nelson, B. C ............. .Aug. 24, 2G
Elko, B. C................ ...........  ”  17 T rail, B. C.............. . ”  27
Cranbrook, B. C. .. ..........  ”  1 !) Vernon, B. C.......... . ”  29
B alfour, B. C....... ............. ”  21 Arm strong, B. C...... . ”  30
Lardo, B. C.............. ...........  ”  23 Fenticton, B. C. Aug. 31, Sept. 2

BROTHER O. L. SULLIVAN
M assillon , O .........................Aug. 10
D alton, O................................  ”  17
W ooster, O .............................  ”  10
Galion, O.................................. ’ * 20
Crestline, O............................. ’ ’ 21
Shelby, O................................  ”  22

Mansfield, O. _ ..................Aug. 23
Newark, O...............................  ”  24
Columbus, O........................... ”  20
H ebron, O................................ ”  2 /
W hite Cottage, O................  ”  28
Crooksville, O........................  ”  29

BROTHER
C oronation , A lta ...........Aug. 15
A ltario , A lta .....................  ”  10
P rovost, A lta .................... ”  19
H ard isty , A lta .................  ”  20
Sedgewick, A lta ..............  ”  2 1 ,2 0

W. J. THORN
Galahad, A lta ................. Aug. 22
A lliance, A lta ...................  ”  24
Viking, A lta ...................... ”  27, 28
Camrose, A lta ................... ”  30
liosedale, A lta . Aug. 31. Sept. 2

BROTHER T.
A llen ford , O nt............... Aug. 10
Palm erston, O nt.............. ”  17, 19
M ount Forest, Ont.........  ”  20
H arriston , Ont................. ’ ’ 21
Fordw icli, Ont................  ”  22
Goderich, O nt......... .... ... ”  23

BROTHER
Canaan, N. B ...................Vug. s
B urnt Church, N. B. .. "  10
Sunny Corner, N. B. .. 12
Nashwaak B ridge, N. B. ”  13, 14
Fredericton , N. B ........... ”  15
Evandale, N. B ...............  ”  10

. THORNTON
Seaforth , O nt................Aug. 24
Stratford, Ont.................  ”  20, 27
M ilverton, Ont.................  ”  28
L inw ood , Ont...................  ”  29
Elm ira, Ont......................  ’ 3 0
Guelph, Ont..........Aug. 31. Sept. 2

L. F. ZINK
H ampstead, N. B ........Aug. 17
St. John, N. B...........  ” 19
Rollingdam , N. I».........  ”  20
M oore’s M ills, N. B   ”  21
Piercem ont, N. Ji.........  ”  23
W oodstock . N. B .........  ”  24, 26

VACATION

I.B-S-A. BEREAN BIBLE STUDIES
By Means o f “The Plan of the Ages”

C h a p t e r  X V  ThP Day of Jehoiah 
C h a t t e r  X V I : Conchuhny Thoughts

W eek o f  3-fcpt. 2 .............Q. 50 53 Week ot Sopt 1G ........... Q. 1-4
W eek o f Sept. 9 .......... Q. 54-57 Week o f Sept 23.............Q. 5-8

W eek o f Sept. 3 0 ____  . . .  ..Q. 0-13 j
Question books on "The Difioe Plan” 15c postpaid I

This is to  advise our readers and friends that from  August 18 to 
Septem ber 1 is the vacation  period, during w hich  the office and 
fa ctory  at B rooklyn w ill be closed. Colporteurs and others who 
desire supplies before  September 1 should order iim n odia telj, so 
that these orders m ay be filled before August is .

PRAYER-MEETING TEXTS FOR SEPTEMBER
Septem ber 5 : “ Be filled with the sp ir it.” — Ephesians 5 : 18.
Septem ber 12 : “ God hath sent forth  the spirit o f  his Son into yoof 

hearts.” — Galatians 4 : 0.
September 19 : “ W e . . . lm\e access by one sp irit unto the Fath­

er.” — Ephesians 2 : 18.
Septem ber 2 0 :  “ Builded together fo r  an habitation o f God through 

the sp ir it ."— Ephesians 2 ; 22.


