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“I will stand upon my wateh and will set my foat
upon the Tower, and will wateh ta s~¢ what He w. !l
suy untu we, ¢nl what answer I shaidl wale to them

N )

1 f ions with perplexity; the sea and the waves (the restless, discontented) roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear and for looking to
g:?&?:::fﬂfﬁ?:ﬁ (t)h:z;lroth (societl.ay)r;pfor tl}x’e powers of the heavens (ecclesiastiesm) shall be shaken. . . 'W’hep € sec these things begin to.c?{ue to p“:::s:};_then
know that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Look up, lift up your heads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth nigh—Matt. 24:33; Mark 13:29; Luke 21:25-31.



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS »urnal is one of the prime fuctors or instruments in the system of Bible instructiomn, or “Seminary Extension”, now being
presented in all parts of the civilized world by the Warcit Tower BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY, chartered A.D, 1884, “For the Pro-
motion of Christian Knowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Dible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s conventions and of the
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published STUDIES most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei Minister (V. D. M.), which translated
into English is Minister of God’s Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Dible
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated
——redemption through the precious blood of “ithe muan Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for
all”, (1L Peter 1:19; 1 Timothy 2:06) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3: 11-
15; 2 Peter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to *make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which. . .has
been hid in God, . . . to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God”’—*“which in other ages
was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”’.—Ephesians 3:5-9, 10.

It stands free from all parties, sects and ereeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest
subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Seripiures. It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
bath specken—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident;
for we Know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as a trust, to be used only in his
service ; hence our decisions relative to what may and vwhat may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his
good pleasure, thie teaching of his Word, for the upbuiiding of his people in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite but urge our
readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible Werd to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship” ; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the gospel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when
finished, God's blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20-22;
ienesis 28 :14; Galatians 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of conscerated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of rhese “living stones’, “eclect and prec.ous,” shall have been made ready, the great Muaster Workman will bring all together
in the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place beiween God and men throughout
the Millennium.—Revelation 15: 5-8.

That the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the gzrace of God, tasted death for every
man,” “a ransemm for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world”, “in due time”.—
IHecbrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6.

That ile hope of the church is_that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,” be ‘ partaker of the divine nature,” and share his
glory as his joint-heir.—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Peter 1:4,

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service: to develop in herself every
grace; to be God’s witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.—lIphesiang 4:12; Matthew 243
14; Revelation 1: 6; 20:6.

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledze and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the

restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing an.d cbedient, at the hands of {heir Redeemer aud lus glorificd church,
when ail the -wilfully wicked will be destrageq.—Acts 3 19-33: 1 aidii oo,
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WATCH TO\VERBIBLE &TRACT SOCIET)’ Many of the friends are writing the Nocuay concerning
18 CONCORD STREET & 11 BROOKLYN, AY. U.SA the Kinemo Kit moving picture machine. This is 1o advise

all that the Socikry hax nothing to do with furnishing either
FOREIGS OFFICES: British- 34 Cruven Wer-uce TLancaster Gate, i1, machines or the film., The Socit1y has not taken any
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Yor «omenience of our fricmds we are announcing now the con-
ventions expected to be held dusing the year, a more extended
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willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually and Edmonton. Alta Auzant 1012
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PRIVILEGES AND DUTIES OF ELDERS

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the holy spirit hath made you overseers,
to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with the blood of his own.”—Acts 20: 28.

creatnre in Christ desires to render the most

efficient service possible to the cause of our King.
Frequently it is truc that not the most efficient service
is rendered, because of carclessness or of lack of con-
sideration of the position one occupics in the body of
Christ.

2Sometimes one thinks more highly of himself than
he ought to think; while another may have such a small
opinion of himself that he almost entirely neglects
opportunities that come to him of rendering unto the
Lord his reasonable service. We should fry to get the
proper view of our relationship to our Lord and to the
work he is now doing. St. Paul desired to impress upon
each one the proper view to take of himself. “For I say,
through the grace given unto me, to cvery man that is
among you, not to think of himself more highly than
he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as
God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.”—
Romans 12: 3.

*One who thinks of himself soberly and properly will
not be heady, sclf-centered, sclf-imiportant, or cgotis-
tical ; but he will realize that all he has or hopes 1o have
is a gracious gift from the Lord. If his faith in the
Lord and his arrangement is strong, then he will have
a proper apprecialion of himself and of the pesition he
occupies in the body of Christ. Failh means to know
God’s will as expressed toward us through his Word
and his dealings with us, and then to rely confidently
upon his promises. If we know that we are new crea-
tures in Christ, then we should rely confidently upon
the Word of the Lord addressed to the new creation. If
from the evidence we are convinced that the Lord Jesus
is present and has taken unto himsel{ his power and
reigns, and what is his will concerning the new creation
at this time, then we should confidently rely upon his
Word relating to this particular time. If in the body of
Christ, we may know that the Lord has somecthing for
us to do now. A sober consideration of our relationship
to the Lord will lead us to ask: What will the Lord
have me, as a member of his organization, to do?

*One may be inclined to reason thus: I am so insig-

THE presumption must be indulged that every new
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nificant, so unimportant, that there is nothing that I
can do in the Lord’s arrangement. Another may reason:
I am so very important that I can look after the Lord’s
work; and no one clse is really so important as I, nor
can do it so well as T can.

*Neither onc of these is thinking soberly, but both are
thinking in the extreme. We do not place ourselves in
the body of Christ. ‘God hath set the members every
one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him/’ (1
Corinthians 12:18) No onc member of the body can
properly say: I have no need of any other member.
Nor can one properly say: There is nothing for me to
do. The proper thought is this: Sinen my Father has
set me in the body and given unto me a meaz:iure of
faith to know and to rely upon his Word, then there is
some reasonable service which I can render unto him;
and that I must do and will do joyfully, not that I can
bring profit to my Lord, but T can thus prove my love
and loyalty to him.

¢The motive prompting the action of each and every
member mu~t be unselfish love for the Lord, his hody
members. and his cause: otherwise service vendered will
not be pleasing to the Master, nor will such service be
profitable to ourselves. The relative impertance of mem-
bers of the body is not to be considered by us; for all
arc important, otherwise the Lord would not have set
them in the hody. Each onc in the body of Christ is
entrusted with certain interests of the Liord’s kingdom.
The degree of responsibility may differ, becansc of the
interests committed to one or the other. Let ecach one
settle this once for all, that as surcly as he iz a member
of the body of Chrizt, just so surcly the T.ord has
delivered unto him some interests of the kingdom, and
that his final reward will be in proportion to his faith-
fulness in carving for these interests.

OVERSEERS

"The organization of the Lord on earth is his church,
being one body composed of many members. Some of
these have positions of honor and some of less honor.
Both St. Paunl and St. Peter specifically state that the
clders are made overseers of the church. Suvely such is
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a position of honor, and one so honored should think
soberly concerning himself. An overseer is one who is
appointed to watch and direct the action of an organi-
zation. in order to make sure that the affairs of that
organization are carrvied out in conformity to the an-
nounced plan or design. He acts in the capacity of a
enardian or adviser, exerci~ing watchful supervision.
This office implies that he is personally present, giving
careful personal attention to the duties laid upon him.

8An elder is therefore in a sense the administrator of
the affawrs of the ecclesia: hence he has an increased
responsibility, which should never muake him heady; hut
thinking soberly of his position, it should make him
calm and trusttul in the Lord.

HOW MADE OVERSEERS

®No brother can constitute himself an overseer of the
ecclesia. No brother can voluntarily assume to direct
the affairs of the church. How, then, can he properly
undertake the duties of that position? St. Paul answoers:
“The holy spirit hath made vou overseers.” Then wonld
it not be proper for everv one who is hegotten of the
holy spirit to assume the office of an elder and volun-
tarily undertake to perform the duties of that position?
No, mdeed. Evervthing in the Lord’s arrangement is
orderiy. Ivery ceelesia 1s the judge of its own affaws,
It becomes the duty and privilege of the ecclesia to place
in ihe position of teachers such as it may choose, being
guided by the Secriptural qualification.—1 Tim. 3:1-7.

1When the ecelesia comes together and sincerely a-ks
the Lord by his holy spirit to direct the action of the
body in the selection of servants, and then a brother is
set before the ecclesia and a vote is taken, the brother
receiving the required number of votes should be re-
garded as the Lord's choiee; and all who have the spirit
of the Lord will gladly acquiesce in the choice. 'The
holy spmnit operating in the anointed in this manner
constitutes the brother the overscer of that particulav
ecclesia.

NOMINATION

11Who, then, should exercise the privilege of nonii-
nating or placing before the ecclesia those who are to
be voted upon? This is the privilege of any member of
the ccelesia, aside {rom the chairman. The hrother who
occupies the chair has the duty of preserving order,
reeriving the nominations, placing the motions het e
the hody. and rendeiring the decision. 1t would be 1am-
festlv improper, then, for the brother oceupving the
chair to make a nomination. If his advice is asked hy
the body, he may give that—as to whether or not a
brother is qualified. But to attempt to dictate to the
ecclesia who are to be the servants is lording it over
God’s heritage, and is condemned by the Scriptures.

12T{ the Liord’s children have full faith and confidence
in him and belicve that he will direct them, then never
would they 1resort to electioneering beforchand, nor
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attempting to influence any brother or sister to vote for
or against a hrother for a position in the church.

DUTIES

*¥0ne of the important interests of the Lord’s king-
dom which he committed into the hands of his servants
iz that of saleguarding the welfare of his ilock, who are
prospective members of his Lingdom. Sach intere ts
are mentionad by the Lord in the parables as his ponnd,
his talent, his geods. At the dav of aceonnting, the
rewawd rveceived by the servants will depend upon their
fathinbiess in carelnlly attending to these Luterests s
cominitiod to them. By virtue of the position in which
he ix placed, the clder is made, by the operation of the
holy spirit. the overseer of the affairs of the ceclesas
and it hecomes his wolemin duty to take thi< over  hi
and wateh with care. and =upervise and plan and divect
the actions of the cctleda. to the end that the work of
the church may be carried out according to the divine
progrant. The elder must now remember that he is
clothed with the responsibility of looking after the
Lord’s interests and not after hi- own <clii~h or personal
interestx. Tt is no part of the duty of H- office for him
to atteiupt to shine before men, that he may have the
plaudits of men: but it is his duty to plea-e the Lond
wy feeding the Lord's flock. The flock does 2ot belorg
o the elder, but it does helong to the Lord. The clider
does not provide the food that the flock is fecding wpon.
The Lord does that. It is the duty of the elder to show
God's flock where to fecd, and upon what to feed: and
to pa~s that food to the flock in an orderly v

BEREAN LESSONS

HOne of the orderly wavs which the Lorid has pro-
vided for the dizpensing of the food to his flock is
throush the Bereair Iessons. The ecclesia as a whoie
cither desigunates the number of Berean stwlies to be
held during the week, or else delegates to a committon
of the elders thiv dutv. In any event, it hecomes the
duty of the elders to arbvise the class as to the nomber
and character of ~tudies to he held.

3When an elder has heen appointed to lead a Berean
lesson. in what order should he proced? He should
say to himself in sub-tance: The Lord has laid upon
me the duty ¢f directing thix Berean lesson. This 1s
one ol the interests of his kingdom. delivered into my
hand=. Can I be faithful to the Lord and at the »ame
tinie nezlect properly to prepare for and carefully to
direet this mecting?

=uch consideration would bhe thinking soberly. His
daty. then, is to make careful preparation hefore the
date of mecting. This preparation does 1ot mean that
he is to prepare a speech to he delivered at the meeting.
But it does mean that he is to study the les~on cavelully.
that he may be able briefly and clearly to state the
points at the proper time and to enable others of the
cla=s to grasp them.
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HOW CONDUCTED

1"There is great profit in a Dercan study properly
conducted. For an elder to make a long ~peech at the
beginning of the meeting, or at any other time during
the meeting, is a serious mistake. He must remember
that he is there to feed the flock. in order that the flock
may be able to grow ; and that one of the best ways for
them to grasp and appreciate the truth is to have
opportunity to speak out their views on the questions.
Lvery one in the class should be given such an oppor-
tunity. If the elder should occupy a major portion of
the time in speaking, then he denies the members of
the class this opportunity of being fed and of growing,
and thereby defeats the very purpose of the Bercan
study. We suggest the following as a good way to con-
duct & Bercan les<on:

¥0pen the =crvice with a hymn. followed by prayer.
The leader should then briefly state the points covered
in the previous lesson, that the present lesson may be
better appreciated. ¥e should be able to make this
statement in 1ot longor than three minute<. The leader
should then read the first question and call upon ~ome
member of the class to answer. If the question 1s an
important one, two or three or more may be called upon
to express their views. Then he should say: Is there
any one else holding a different view? If o, let him
state it. If not, then let the leader briefly sum up the
answers to the question, cofering not more than a
minute in so domyz. Then let the leader call upon some
member of the cla~: who can read fluently to read the
answer or comment that is set forth in the book or
volume being ~twdied at the time. Let this comment of
Brother Russell be the condusion of the discussion of
the question under consideration. The leader then may
ask: Is there any other question directly related to the
one just dizcussed. which any one would like to pro-
pound? Should any one in the class ask such a related
questron, the leader should call wpon one or two to
express their views upon the question asked. and then
open the ques<tion for general discus~ion. provided it is
an important question. Then the leader should request
the person propounding the question to eapress his
views; and following this, the leader should briefly ~tate
his own view. Then pass quickly to the neat prmted
question.

#The leader ~hould never permit trivial questions to
he disenssed. Tle should keep strict order and permit
only one person to speak at a time, and not permit one
person to do all the answering. Questions not pertinent
or germane to the subject under consideration should
not be permitted. The questions should be conlined to
the lesson. If a trivial or unimportant question is pro-
pounded, the leader should kindly and in a very few
words dispose of it and pass on to the next point. Much
time is often wasted by unprofitable discussion on minor
details. Remember alway~ the importance of practical
results; namely, the growing in knowledge and the
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fruits of the spirit. The leader should kindly and
lovingly, vet firmly, perform his duties, and encourage
the class o cobperate in helping one another to under-
stand and to preserve the peace and unity of the class.

#These are merely suggestions, given by way of ad-
vice, and are not arbitrary, of course. But if such order
is preserved., hetter results will be had.

PRAYEl AND TESTIMONY MEETINGS

2'These meetings are cspecially for the spiritual up-
building of the flock. "The elder should he there prompt-
Iy on time. and the scrvice should open with song and
praser. More than one may be called npon to offer
prover at the heginning if it is thought best. All
eccle<ias are considering the same text each week. The
Ieader, then, should read the teat or call upon some one
to guote if, and then give a brief comment on the text,
about the Iength of that which is given in THE WaTCH
Tower. This comment should never exceed five min-
ules. I the leader takes longer than that, he denies
members of the class the opportunity of performing
their part. "By love serve one another” Should there
be as many as thirty persons in the class (cach one
presumably desjring to give a testimony), if the leader
occupicd a good portion of the time many of these
would he denied the opportunity. The leader showld
sugoest to the friends lo have in mind the text of the
week and to strive to have their testimonies in harmony
with the thoughts of the text, and that cach one should
make his comment bricf, in order that all may have
an opportunity to participate.

#To grow in the likeness of the Lord we must feed
upon his Word. Hence the importance of confining the
te~timonies to the thought cxpressed in the text. Testi-
monics concerning troubles and unimportant expe-
riences are not profifable. Some elders have the thought
that it is necessary to make a comineiil at the end of cach
testimony. We helieve that not only is this unnecessary.
hut that it iz not for the hest interests of the class. Of
cour-e we can lay down no fixed rule, but merely give
advice, Let us have in mind that these meetings are
really ior the purpose of feeding the flock of God, that
they may thereby arow sirong. Hence it is the duty of
the leader to direct the thoughts of the class to the food
that 15 set forth in the Word.

NEGLECTING MEETINGS

Nuppose an elder has beer assigned fo lead a meot-
ing and negleets to attend that meeting and negleets {o
provide a substitute. Js such conduct excusable? T.et
each elder placed in that position answer the question
himself by asking another question. thus: Can I look
my Lord in the face and say: Dear Master, you deliv-
ered into my hands certain interests of your kingdom
by appointing me to lead a mecting and thereby feed
some of vour sheep. T was tired, did not feel like going
to the meeting; and really, 1 was so absorbed in other
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matters that I did not provide a substitute. I took it
for granted that the sheep could take care of themselves.
Do you think the Lord would say: ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant’? Or do you think he would say:
“You slothful and negligent servant, if you regard your
Tesponsibility so lightly in feeding my flock, you should
at least have made it known to me that some one else
might have fed them.

#Not even an earthly business man would excuse his
servant or employe who neglected the duties imposed
upon him. May we expect the Lord to approve his
servants who do not take to heart the interests of his
sheep and faithfully look after those interests? Think-
ing soberly, the leader should say: My Lord has as-
signed me to this duty. I cannot afford to neglect it.
My love for him will not permit me to do so. My love
for his flock impels me to do what I can for them.

TOO MUCH PREACHING

At times temptation comes to the elder to devote
all of his time to preaching to the class or the public,
to the exclusion of Berean lessons. The result is that
the class does not prosper. Nothing helps a class to
grow so much as giving each one something to do. Let
us get everybody to work if we want to help cach one
grow. A reasonable amount of preaching is cntirely
proper and approved of the Lord; but when done to
the exclusion of individual participation in study, the
interest of the flock is mot properly cared for. I'ew
persons can sit for an hour and follow the speaker on
every point; but if a person is in a Berean class and
cxpecting momentarily to be called upon to give answer
to a question, and participating in the discussion, he is
on the alert, watchful, and ready to participate, and
hence grasps every point made. Expericnce has demon-
strated that the classes which have many Berean studics
make the greater progress.

SERVING OTHER CLASSES

26An elder’s first duty is to serve the class which has
elected him as its elder and over which the holy spirit
has thus made him overscer. The Lord has placed upon
him the responsibility of looking after the interests of
that particular floek. It is his first duty to sce that that
flock is properly cared for and looked after. We believe
that if the elder fully appreciates this and realizes his
responsibility to the Lord he will hesitate to respond to
a call to serve another class by preaching to them until
he knows that some one is going to serve the class that
he is elected to serve. It is not improper for an elder to
respond to another class and serve them when his time
is not occupied with the class by which he is elected.
But let him remember that his first duty is to look out
for the epiritual welfare of the class that elected him.

*"The elder’s duty is not confined to giving discourses
and leading Berean lessons, praise, prayer and testimony
meetings. The Lord has shown his approval of preach-

e WATCH TOWER

BROOKLYN, N. Y,

ing the gospel through the printed page, and of having
this placed in the hands of the people by going from
door to door and speaking to them. As overscers and
advisers of the flock of the Lord, it is part of the duty
and privilege of the elder to take the lead in this work.
A good leader never asks others to do something he
would not himself do. He should be an example to the
flock, go before, as the Good Shepherd leads his sheep,
and participate in the work that they are asked to par-
ticipate in. He should go out with others of the class
and demonstrate to them the great privilege of service
by calling upon the people at their doors. He should
make it a point to attend all the service meetings pos-
sible, unless unavoidably prevented, and there to en-
courage all the others of the flock to engage in some
part of the work.
SERVICE

28The spiritual growth of the flock depends in some
degrec at least upon diligence. (2 Peter 1:10) The
Apostle expresses it, that it is necessary for cach one to
have such diligence. (Hebrews 6:11) This diligence
applies to the performance of reasonable service. The
proper oversight of the flock of God, therefore, means
that the elder as overseer will study and plan to keep
the various members of the flock busily engaged in the
Lord’s service. Give everybody something to do and
ercourage him to do it; and the minds of the various
members will be fixed upon the Lord’s Word and a
marked growth will be observed.

22Tt would be manifestly wrong to discourage the
deacons, but the elders sheuld encourage the deacons in
their service; and while the deacons are not to partici-
pate in the elders’ meetings, they should be invited to
sit in those meetings as observers and thus learn, that
they may make proaress and develop, in order that in
due time they may be advanced to positions of service.
Do not keep them back because they happen to be
youthful; but remember that Timothy was quite a
young man when the Lord put him into the service.
It is especially a part of the duty of the clders to see
that every one in the ccelesia has something to do and
to encourage each in doing it, to the Lord’s glory.

CONSULTATION

3Where there is a number of elders in the ecclesia
there should be regular mectings of the elders, at which
the spiritual welfare of the class should be discussed
and considered, and wayvs and means provided for the
advancement of the spiritual interests of the ecclesia.
The clders, knowing that the holy spirit has made them
overseers of the flock, well know that the Lord, through
the operation of his spirit, will direct them in the way
that they should go, in looking after the spiritual wel-
{are of his flock, provided they are diligent in seeking
to know his way.—Proverbs 3: 5, 6.

#1For elders to consult together is not only good, but
it is vitally necessary to the peace and progress of the
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ecclesia. Where each elder of an ecclesia has the spirit
of the Lord and is trying to develop the fruits and
graces of the spirit and to aid others to do so, he will
sec eve to eye with others of like spirit; and a proper
consideration of the affairs of the church bheing had,
these matters will he presented to the ecclesia in unity
and much trouble be thereby avoided. Where the spirit
of the Lord i-. there will be peace. It is almo~t certain
that if the elders are united in spirit and in action and
moved by the holy spirit, no serious trouble will ever
arise in an ecclesia.

#20mne of the solemn duties of the elders, then, is dili-
gently to work for the peace of the ececlesia. To thix end
they should be examples of the flock and to the flock.

TEST OF LOVE

T he position of an elder i+ not easy to il and to
fill properly, becanse the adversary has placed many
temptations in the way of the Lord’s servants. All the
members of the ecclesia should have proper rospect for
their eldcrs, pray for them, encourage them, and help
them ; and where the elder strives to be an example to
the flock, thiz is usually the re.ult. An ecclesia <honld
never aid the adversary in developing in an elder ambi-
tion ; for ambition often leads to pride. and pride is
an aboniination in the sight of the Lord. Sometimes
an cldor is tempted to devote all of his time and enecray
1o public speaking, to the neglect of the spivitual ~ol-
fave of the Hock of God. This may lead to an ambrizous
dosire to receive the plaudits of men; hence the approval
of men is courted. This tendency should be watched
avefully, and cach membor of the tloek ~honld help the
brother safeguard himeell in this rwepoet

*#There arc other earthly thing~ that tend to turn the
clder away from his real duties a~ overseer of the Lord's
flock ; hence here i3 a 1eal test of his leva for the Lond

his is not said n ervitieism, but rather as a suguestion,
to enable some to avold these snaves of the adversary.

3Theve was a time when St Peter thonsht more of
the approval of th> worlt thaa of hes Juty to the Lord.
which led him to a <0 al of ihe Lotd, Later he repent-
ed. After the roaiiertion the Master reproved hin
gently by asking hun, = Poter, lovest thou me more than
these®”  And St Poter ansvered: =Yea, Lord, thon
krnowest that T lo o thee.” And the Losd said unto hune:
“Feed my lamb-." A <ccond time the Lord propounded
the question, and the ~ame reply was cive s by Nt Petor:
and again the Lovd sard: “¥Fred my ~heen.” The third
time Jesus said nato hum: Lovest thouw me?” to which
St. Peter answerad: “Lord. thou kuowest that T love
thee,” And Jesus answered him: “Foed my sheep.”

#The feeding of the Lord's sheep. then, is clearly
demonstrated by these words as a test of our love and
devotion to the Lord. Paraphrasing his languaae, the
Magter said: ‘Peter, vou say that vou love me. The
proof of that love is that you will keep my command-
ments. My commmandment is thaf you shall love my
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sheep and show that you love them by feeding them.
Some of thesc are voung and weak. They need special
care. They are members of my flock and I love them;
and if you really possess that love that is distinctive of
my J'ather’s house, then vou will want to f2ed my flock.’

STt Peter never forgot that lesson; and afterward,
writing under inspiration of the holy spirit, he exhoris
his brethren to fecd the {iock of God and to fake the
oversight of them willingly. prompted wholly by un-
selfi~h love.—1 Peter 5: 2.

$0n another oceaszion Jesux raid: “If ye love mo,
keep my commandmerds” (Jehn 11:15) One or the
commandments and ohlizations =peeially laid upon {he
elders, then, is to feed the Lord™s fiock: hence we rhow
our love for the Lorl in proportio:r a~ we show aur
devotion in locking after the wpiritual interests ad
welfare of hix flock, our heethven. The Lord gra +:
this privilege to the elders for their special benefit. fie
commits this interest into their hand: that they inav
have the opportunity of proving their loving and loval
devotion o him.

BLESSED PRIVILEGE

¥¥ometimes a hoy, who afterward becomes a C'hris-
tian, is reared on a farm wherc sheep are raived. It is
his duty to feed his father’s flock and care for thm.
Sometimes on a cold and stormy day, a little Jamh is
found away out from the fold, weak and suffering. The
lad quickly reasons thus: “This is my father’s little
lamb and T must hasten and bring 1t in out of the
storm, warnm it and feed it, and roturn it {o the NHiid”
The lad delights in doing this beeause he hLas learaed
to love the lamb for the reason that he loves hix fethee
and wishes to please his father, to whom the flock
belongs. He regards his position as teader of the sl v o
a blessed one, and iz anxiwous to do it faithlully, that Te
may receive the approval of his father and at the = o
time do some goad to the flock.

4 chureh 1s the flock of God, our heavenly Fath .
he Chiet Shopherd 1+ the Lord Jesus, who feeds o
leads hs llock into groen pastures and prepares thom
Tor hes Ingdom. The feeding of his flock, therele o,
constitutes a large part of his Fingdom iuterestx. o
each one of his seivauts he gives something to do, hy
comniiiting to them some mi re-ts of his kingdom. o
the Iders he specially savs: *You are overscers of 1y
. Look well to my little lambs; feed my sheep. |
commmit this inferest fo vour hands. You mayv see one
discouraged, out in the storm, chilled, and its love
growing vold. It is your privilege to hasten to that one,
to encourage, to comfort, to warm its heart, to feed it,
and bring 1t again into the fold. Your love for me will
be Jdemsnstrated by your faithfulness in the perform-
ance of this duty”

*1Sometimes we sce some of the vounger brethren
strugeling, trying to grow in the knowledge of the l.ord
and the fruits and graces of the spirit, and having a
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desira to be advanced, that they might serve more
faithfully and effectually. It is not improper for them
to have such a desire. St. Paul says: “This is a true
saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop [elder] he
desireth a good work.” (1 Timothy 3:1) To discourage
a younger brother who is trying thus to advance would
be very wrong. It would show a lack of love for the
Lord and his sheep. Rather should the elders encourage
them and set a proper example before them,

#*What a blessed privilege the elder as overseer enjoys
in looking out for the spiritual welfare of God’s flock !
What could bring greater joy to the heart of such a one
than to know that he is being dirccted by the Lord in
serving his flock! And where love is always the motive
prompting the action, the elder grows more in the like-
ness of the Lord. He loves the flock more ; and the dear
sheep love him more, even as they should. Jesus loves
him more, because of his faithfulness. The Father him-
self loves him more, because he is showing his love for
the Father’s flock. Blessed is the privileze of onc whe
is commissioned to feed the flock of the Lord.

FAITHFULNESS REWARDED

“’I'hat which is pleasing to the lLord is loving, faith-
ful devotion to the interests of his kingdom. The chief
interest of that kingdom is the caring for those who
will compose the kingdom class. To the elders a goodly
portion of the inteiests of the kingdom has been com-
mitted, because they are made overscers of the flock.
St. Peter, in the performance of his duty as a bishop or
elder sincercly desired to help his brethren to have a
proper appreciation of their privilege. Hence he exhorts
them, saying, My brother elders, feed the flock of God
which is among you. Brother Taul has told you {hat
tho holy spirit has made you overscers of God’s flack.
Now take this oversight willingly and not by constramt.
Do it not for pecuniary gain, nor for the approval of
men; but do it joy[nlly, prompted always by that un-
seliish love that characterizes the house of God. Do not
lord it over the flock of God, because that would be
showing the wrong spirit; but be examples to the flock
in word, in action, in service, in loving devotion; and
when the Chictf Shepherd shall appear, you shall receive
a crown of glory that fadeth not away. Do not seek the
honor of men, but wait for the Lord to bestow that
honor which shall be everlasting.”

#The Chicf Shepherd is now taking account with his
servants, ascertaining how well they have looked after
his kingdom interests. Let each of us as elders examine
ourselves and a-certain if we have been feeding the
Lord’s flock faithfully, prompted wholly by love. If we
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find ourselves somewhat short, and are inclined to be
discouraged and cast away our confidence, remember
that the Lord hrings these things to our attention in
order to give us the opportunity of doing better; and
then resolve to become more diligent and careful and
faithful henceforth in performing these duties. May
we not yet redeem some of the time?

#God’s organization is small in number, but strong
in the Lord and in the power of his might. Satan’s
army is pressing hard againgt them. DBut if united in
the spirit of the Lord. they are invineible to any foe
that may conie against us. Let all the elders, then, and
all the members of the flock of God. be drawn closer
together in the bonds of heavenly, family love, dwelling
together in peace and holiness; and be diligent now in
looking well to the interests of our King. No doing we
may now cnter into the joy of our Lord. and ere long
receive that full reward and that honor which endurcth

forever.
QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

YWhat will help us to render more efiicient service to the Lnv v 1, 2,

Believing that the Lord is present. what 1s the attitude of taith” § 3.

Realizing we are in the body ot Christ, what thought should we
bear 1 1ind? 9§ 4.5.

Since Lingdom interests arve placed in our
prompting motive of actlivity? §6.

What ave the duties of an clder, and how should an eclder conduct
himselt? € 7. 5.

Do elders ¢hoose themselves? If not, why not? § 9, 10.

Who does the voting? What are the chairman's duiies? § 31,

What is the meaning of “electioneering.” and shouid 1t he indalzed
in? §12.

What is one of the most important interests of the kingdom, and
h.oaww is the oblization metr, and by whom™» § 15,

Wit is the best method of dispensing food to the flock? 91t

By whiat means may the elder best serve the interests of the class?
¢ 13,16,

Doces the flock prosper best if the elder predigests ull the food dis-
pensed? § 17

CGutline an 01uexlv way of condueting Berean sfudwes, § 10

Is 1t ovderly for a person to reopen a question alter the lmdel h: s
sammed it up, presaratory to passing to the next question? 1

\Vho decides whethoer a question i+ trivial, 1irselevant, or not ;:u'—
mane? Is the class expected to assist the leade:r in preserving
the peace and umty of the class? 19, 20.

What is a splendid mail ol of conducting the prayer meetings® § 21,

\What 1s the obiect of rarnwshung a weekly text? € 22

Is 1t inexcusable for an cluer to ne.leet to attend the studles to
which he is assizned and not to 1.ovide a »cbhstitates €23, 24,

W huh classes prosper most? Stiate the philosophy ot tlm matter.

hands, what is the

T

ALY lmt lS the elder's first duty? When may he serve othor clan-ca?

\\hat is a further duty of the elder, and how
cexample to the flock? § 27,

What thangs are necessary lor spiritual srowth? 4 29

How may deacons be encouraced, and i ofty by whom? § 29,

In what way 1s it profitable for elders to lhold meetings of consul-
tation? ¢ 30-32.

Why should elders be prayed for and encoumbed" How may they
be protected from the adversary” § 3.

In what way may the elders (and all the class members) be kept
in the love of the Lord? § 34-3a.

What is the delight of the lad who finds a lamb strayed from the
fold?

What is the lesson to be drawn? Ilow does it applv? §40.

What benefits should accrue to the active younger brethren? {41,

If all the brethren should advance to el<1e1~lnp wouid this be an
occasion of rejoicing on the part of the elders? 742,

Based upon love, what was St. Peter’s admon:tion, and why? 743,

What should we do 1f we find ourselves coming short in serv ing
the kingdom interests? § 44.

What reasons are there for a unity of action, a shoulder-to-shoul-
der movement among God's people, especially at this particular
time? §45.

may he be an

“Not now in columned shade or flame
Our steps, O Lord, thy glory leads,

But signs divine thy will procluim ;
Thy banner still thy church precedes.

“Thy light is on our pathway shed,

Thy counsel on our hearts impressed;
And, by thy guiding spirit led,

Thy watching host move on or rest.”



PRAYER-MEETING

TEXT FOR JUNE 20

“For this cause 1was the gospel preached also to them
that are dead, that they might . . . live according to
God 1n the spirit.”—J Feter 4: 6.

‘ >< ’E CANNOT live according to God in the flesh,
but we can live according to God's rules of
righteousness in the spirit. Our flesh is weak,
and we make many mistakes. To live according to Geod
would meau to live in harmony with his rules governing
the new creation. But thanks be to God that he does
not judge us according to the flesh, hut according to
the sincere desire of the heart. The heart being that
faculty of the being which induces our action, then, we
gee that the motive prompting the action is the real
basis for God’s judgment of us.

Suppose we are in the Lord’s service that we may
thereby receive the approval of men, and we take pleas-
ure in having the plaudits of men regardless of whether
we do good or not. That is not living according to the
spirit. Suppose we are in the service of the Lord because
of a sincere desire in our heart and a pure love for the
Lord and his cause, that we may honor his name and
do good to oth rs in his nane. That is living In the
spirit, according to God’s rules. We are sure to make
mistakes; but if we are living according te God in the
spirit, then he covers our mistakes with the mantle of
love, manifesting his strength in behalf of us, as long
ago he said: “The eyes of the Lord run to and fre
throughout the whole carth, to show hix strength in the
behalf of them whose heart is perfeet toward him.”—2
Chronicles 16: 9.

Ilence let us not look at our brother's mistakes or
hrood over our own imperfections or shortecowings, Let
the Lord do the judging of our brother; and let us see
to it that we are active and diligent in domg what we
can to the praise of our Lord, and that this action is
prompted by love, and that we have a pure heart toward
our Lord and toward all. 'Thus striving to live in the
spirit according to God’z holy rules, the transformation
will he cowaplete in his due time; and we shall enter
into his presence, there to hehold his face and to gain
knowledge in his temple forever.

TEXT COMMENTS

TEXT FOR JUNE 27

“Walk in the spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of
the flesh.”—Galatians 5: 16.

‘ >< JALKING in the spirit represcuts the new
creature going forward. He should never go
backward. The desive and hope of the new
creaturc is, to be complctely transformed into the like-
ness of God’s dear Son, Christ Jesus. To be thus
transformed he must walk in the same gencral way
that Jesus walked.

The law or rule of action governing the new creation
is summed up in one word, Love; that is to say, if we
have a heart filled with love all of our actions will be
in harmony with God’s law governing the new creation,
The very opposite of love is hatred. The flesh tends
toward the latter rule. St. Paul in the context points
out the cternal warfare between the flesh and the gpirit.
He enumerates the works of the flesh, that we might
avoid them. How can we overcome these evil tendencies
and be coworkers with God in the transformation work?
The Apostle answers: “Walk in the spirit. and ye shall
not fulfil the lust of the flech.” That means to use the
faculties with which we were endowed according to the
law of Christ.

There is a tendency in some classes to indulge in envy
and strife ; and confusion is the result, even as Si. James
said: “For where envying and strife is, there is confu-
sion and every evil work.”” (James 3:16) To walk
according to the law of Christ governing the new crea-
tion is to apply our knowledge according to the divine
standard—the exercise of heavenly wisdom. Such wis-
dom is first pure. That means pure in thought, word
and action. It is peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated,
full of merey and good {fruits, without partiality, and
without hypocrisy. Following in this course, we shall
be walking in the spirit. As we thereby behold the
image of the Lord in his Word, we shall be reflecting
that same image while we are being transformed into
his likeness.

GREAT MEN AND WOMEN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

—JUNE 24—

This lesson is a review of lessons which have appeared in THE WatcH Tower during the last quarier. The review
Is lengthy, and as this issne of THE WATcH Towrk is somewhat crowded, and most of our readers are readers also
of THE GouLbeEN AGE, the review will appear in the June 6th is-ue of that journal. We trust that this will be satis-

fuctory to our readers,

“Worthy the Lamb who was slain to redeem us,
Washing our sins in his own precious blood;
Worthy the Lamb who has come to receive us,
Making us meet to be children of God.
Worthy forever the Lamb that was slain,

“Worthy the Lamb who from every nation,
Out of each kindred and people and tongue,
Gathered us, loved ug, and gave us salvation,
Worthy the anthem adoringly sung:
Worthy forever the Lamb that was slain,*
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JOHN THE BAPTIST

~—Jury 1

THE GOSPET S

JOHN'S PREPARATION FOB HIS MINISTRY—CAST INTO PRISON AND MURDERED—HERALD OF JESUS, AND PROPHET—TIID PROPHETIC
DAY NOW I{ERE.
“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; for he hath visited and wwrought redemption for his people.”’—Lule 1:68, R. V.

UR lessons for the next quarter are studies in the
O lives of the Great Men and Women of the New
Testament. The first is a survey of the life of John
the Baptist. .John, though of New Testament days, really
belongs to the Old Covenant:; he is the link between the
old and the new, between “the law and the prophets” and
the gospel of Jesus. Our Lord's testimony concerning him
is: “Among them that are born of women there hath not
risen a greater than John the Baptist.” Mlthoush John be-
longed to the old dispensation, lie is most closely associated
with the new; for God muade him the forerunuer of Jesus
the Messenger of the Covenant. IFor more than four hun-
dred years, since the days of Malachi and Nchemiah, God
had not spoken to Israel. During that period the Jews had
suffered many vicissitudes at the hands of the Persians,
the Greeks, the Rlomans, and through the ambition of the
Ierods. The Muccabees (B. C. 173) had eundeavored to
bring about sueh a revival of national fervor as once again
to establish a Jewish Kingdom ; but the movement, notwith-
standing the desires of the leaders to restore the worship
of Jehovah, was not of God.
2\When the time foretold by Daniel (Daniel 9:23) was
drawing on, and Aessiah must make his appearance; and
as God had said the Mexsenger of the Covenant should
himself have a messenger, a forerunner (Malachi 3:1), it
was necessary that two children should be born in Israel,
one to be the precursor of the other. xactly on time the
angel Gabriel appeared to Zacharias the priest, as he was
performing his duties in the temple. Calling him by name,
the angel told him that a son was to be born to him who
should be separated to God from birth, who should prepare
the way of the Lord and make ready a people prepaved for
the Lord. (T.uke 1:13-17) Zacharias and his wife Kliza-
beth, both aged, were walking before the Lord hlameless. By
faithfulitess to God they had excaped the corruption of for-
malism and hypoerisy which had eaten into the life of
Israel, particularly into the priesthood. But they were
childless; and since they were Keeping their hearts right
before the Lord they must often have wondered why he
had not given them that blessing in Israel, nor heard their
prayer for a son. Now, when the angel spoke to Zacharias,
he was slow {o believe and wanted confirmation. As a sien
that the word was from God, he was told that he should
be dumb until the child was born.
30f the mother sufficient is revealed to show that she
was an unusual woman, and a sterling character. We have
already remarked that it is written of lher {hat she “lived
before the Lord blameless”; and both humility and great-
ness are shown in her reception of Mary of Nuzareth, Also
she had the wisdom and understanding to perceive, and the
largeness of character to acknowledge, that the honor which
wias given to her young cousin was greater than that which
had been given to her, The child born of these two faithful
souls was the forerunner of God’s only-begotten Son, made
flesh.—John 1: 14,

JOHN’S PREPARATION FOR HIS MINISTRY

4How long the time during which John was under his
parents’ care we do not know, but it is to be inferred from
Luke 1:80 that they died while he was young. Perhaps the
young boy would sometimes go up to Jerusalem from the
home in the hill country of Judea, when his father went to
perform his course of service. Zacharias would Instruet his
boy in the history of his people; but the boy lhind no affinity

with the city, He preferred the solitary places, The dispo-
sition born in him was suited best by the wilderness; and
evidently the holy spirit so guided his life that he should
get a wilderness experience. As a youth he was “»strong in
spirit” (Luke 1:80) and could not be idle; and while there
he would surely eain a true insight into the condition of
things in Jerusalem and Judea.

SApparently doing nothing, he was being prepared for an
active mini<try. As he did not show himself to Israel until
he was thirty vears of age, it is certain he must have over-
come many temptations to enter into some form of activity,
His strength ot spirit would make him feel the possibilities
of service: and in the restraint of waiting for the command
to go, something of the greatness of his character is reenn
John learned obedience by the suffering of waiting, and
that he who obeys best serves best. The true seyrvant is
quick to go when the order is given; but he as patisntly
wiits for his orders, lest he should disarrange his masier’s
plan for him.

6In due time (he word of the Lord came to John; how,
we do not know. He was instructed io go into all the
country about Jordan (Luke 3::2) and preach the bap:i =
of repentance for the remission of sins; to declare 17
coming of the Tord (Luke 1:76), and to say that he »vos
fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah. (Isaiali 40:3.4) Bl o3
this, he was given a sign which should designate to Lan
the One for whom he was the herald. (John 1:33) Ife
urged the people to repentance, and gave instruction to il
cinsses as they asked counsel of him what they should o,
he told them of the One michtier than he who =hould come.
Multitudes of people were baptized as they confessed their
sing; but to the Pharisees and Sadducees who cum:» be
said: “O generation of vipers, who hails warnesl yeu ‘o
flec from ihe wrath to come?” (Matthew 3:7) After he
had immersed Jesus, John boldly declared thwt the One Jor
whom he was forerunner was present. He said: =Ttere
standeth one among you whom ye know not; he it is who
coming after me is preferred before me.” (John 1: 26 27)
¥rom that time he pointed his disciples to Jesus; and ~ome
of them, particularly Peter and Andrew and James and
John, joined themselves to Jesus.

7Jolin continued his work; for there seemed no imme liite
re son for discontinuing it, even thoush Jesus had heen
pointed out ax the Lamb of God. After some months Johu's
disciples reported to him: “Rabbi, he that was with ihee
beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, hehold. the
same bhaptizeth, and all men come to him.” (John 3:28)
This looked as if Jesus was taking up John’s work and, ia
a measure, competing with him. This was also reported fo
Jesus, who immediately left Judea with his disciples and
returned to Galilee. He would not permit the thought of
competition to remain, nor would he {nterfere with Joh.'s
ministry, He recognized that John's work was given of the
Father, and that it must go on or cease under the guidance
of divine providenca,

CAST INTO PRISON AND MURDERED

tJohin had eaused a great commotion amongst all classas,
Not ounly dld the leaders of the people go out with the
multitudes to hear him, but Herod sometimes called for
him, John was as fearless In the presence of Herod as N
the wilderness, and spoke as plulnly to hlm as to the puh.i-
cans and soldiers, Ha told Herod that his marriage with
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Herodias was illegal. Herod told his wife, and for her sake
had John cast into prison. John was not in absolute loneli-
ness there; for his disciples were permitted to be with him
at least occasionally. They told him of the work of Jesus
in Galilee, and John scems to have been puzzled.

9Conscious of the rightness of his mission, John had
expected that Jesus would early begin to work to establish
the kingdom of God, and he probably also expected a work
of judgment to begin (Malachi 3:2,3); and Jesus seemed
only to be continuing to preach and to work miracles. John
sent two disciples to see Jesus and to ask him whether he
really was the expected one or whether another was to be
looked for. (Matthew 11:3) The disciples were told to
stand by Jesus, and the same hour Jesus worked many
miracles. John’s disciples were sent back to tell him of
these things and to show him that another part of Isaiah’s
prophecy (Isaiah 61:1) was due to be fulfilled. John had
seen that he himself was the voice of Isuiah 40:2,3; but
he had not perccived the further ministry ere the kingdom
of heaven could come. ITe was satisfied.

1of{ow long John was in prison we do not know. Evi-
dently Ilerod resisted requests by his wife to have him
slain. But on a day when Herod had a birthday-supper
party Salome, the daughter of Queen Ilerodias, danced
before him; and in his thoughtless, perhaps partly intoxi-
cated excitement he promised her whatever she should ask.
After conferring with her mother she made request for
John 1he Daplist’s head to be served on a charger. ITerod
was sorry for this happening, but his weakness and the
women’s wickedness overcame his sorrow, and John was
murdered.

1The testimony of Jesus concerning John is that there
had been no man born who was greater than he. Ile was
not a reed shaken by the wind; neither the favoring wind
of seeming prosperity nor the chilling winds of adversity
moved him. Nor was he a man arrayed in soft raiment,
such as dwell in kings’ palaces and change with every whim
of their master; but was sturdy, and bold, and grand. No
man in God’s service rose to a greater height of faith than
John. His assurance of his position, and his faith in God
which enabled him to declare that the Messenger of the
Covenant of God was then present and was to pe found in
his cousin Jesus of Nazareth, were profound., He did not
wait to see whether or not Jesus would do things which
agreed with his ideas before declaring that Jesus was the
One—ilie Lamb of God. A certain sign was given, and it
was suflicient.  Without hesitancy he made his declaration.
Well would it be with all the Lord's servants if they would
act whenever the Lord manifests his time has come, It was
one thing to procluim the Messenger of God near at hand,
but an altogether different thing to declare despite all
appearances that the Messenger was present in the despised
Nazarene. In these days there hive heen many who would
say that the kingdom is at hand, but who fear to declare
that the KKing is present setting up his kingdom and that it
is so close that millions now living will never die but will
pass into it.

HERALD OF JESUS, AND PROPHET

12Tohn haed great courage and boldness, as well as faith.
Indeed, he needed all these qualities to enable him to stand
alone in his message, to protest against the prevailing
hypocrisy, to declare his mission as forerunner and himself
“the vuice” of Isaiah’s prophecy, and also declare the pres-
ence of the Messenger of the Covenant. John always real-
ized his position. ITe was a herald, a voice, a preparer, to
make rcady a people for the Lord. (Luke 1:17) He was
not a reformer in the true sense; he never made profession
that he was sent to reform Israel. He dealt with those whe
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came to him, but did not attempt to interfere with any.
He made no attempt to retain followers, nor to establish a
school—though some persisted in making him their teacher
or head (Acts 19:3), nor had he special prineciples of truth
to set forth and establish. A man of strong character was
necessary to do such a work as this, well knowing that it
must be but short and temporary in character, and then
apparently fail. In doing this great thing, our Lord said,
John was greater than a proplet; for he was also God’'s
chosen messenger, preparing the way before the Lord. When
his work was finished Go«l had a hetter end for him than
going into retirement. Ile suffered unto death for his fidel-
ity to God, and thercby won a better resurrection.—Hehrews
11:35.

13According to the angel’s declaration John was to do his
work in the power and spirit of ¥lijah, (Luke 1:17) Jesus
said of him: ‘If ye will receive it, this is Ilias who was to
come.” (Matthew 11:14) It is evident thercfore that a
close connection exists between the work of Elijah and
that of John. Both came out of the wilderness to vitness
against the evil of their day: Elijah. to destroy Baalism;
John, to proclaim the advent of the Messenger of the (ove-
nant, to tell that the axe was laid to the root of the trees
and that the chaff was to be burned with unquenchahle
fire. Both men made an endeavor to bring the hearts of
the people back to the promises, and to restore them into
the fulness of covenant relationship with God. John said
plainly that kinship with Abraham would not avail, that
nothing but harmony with God would sutlice; for God was
able to raise up children of Abraham out of the stones.—
Matthew 3:9.

4John only partly fulfilled Malachi’s propheey ; for Elijah
in antitype was to do his work just previous to the coming
of “the great and dreadful day of the Lord,” which is at
the time of the sccond advent. That which John did was
an intervening type or miniature of that which the great
Elijah was to do, and scrves as an illustration of that work.
Both prophecy and type foretell and meet in the present
days of the church’s work and experience.

THE PROPHETIC DAY NOW HERE

15The great and terrible day of the Lord is now upon us.
God, as forctold, sent his Iitijah to declare the truth and to
prepare the way of the Lord. Those who have received the
word have had their hearts turned to the promises of (iod.
The way of the truth has been leviled for God’s people.
Not a hill of doctrinal difticulty, nor a valley of uncertainty
as to God’s purposes or plans now exists; the way of (ruth
is plain and easy. And now God is removing the great hills
and mountains of the kingdoms of this world:; and the
valleys of terror and want and poverty are scon (o he
filled, so that the redecmed will find a highway for their
casy advance to the blessings of Zion. (Isaiah 33) .And the
declaration of the truth is helping the people to understand.
The voice of the herald has aguain been heard, preparing
the way of the Lord, and preparing the hearts of all who
will listen.

16This work, which was prefizured by Elijah’s on the
great day when the name of Jehovah was exalted and the
prophets of Baal were disgraced and slain, and by John's
when he boldly declared to the people the presence of the
Messenger of the Covenant amongst them, and that their
day of wrath was fast coming upon them (JMatthew 3:7),
is the greatest work that the church of God has been called
to do. Now also great faith and a loyal spirii are necessary
to hold the truth, and great clearness of sizht required {o
be faithful to the Lord. But the truly consecrated, walking
in the light, are today as boldly proclaiming the fuct that
the kingdom of heaven is at hand, and that the returned
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Jesus ls establishing his kingdom as either Elijah and then
Elisha or John did their work in their day. And they have
the added joy of knowing that soon all tlesh together shall
see the salvation of God,—Isaiah 40: 3.

17TApparently a wilderness experience is @ hecessary prep-
aration for this great work. Elijah came out of Gilead
when he appeared to Israel; John was in the wilderness
tilt the «day his ministry began; and the church was in the
wilderness till the time came when she must be prepared
for her witnesrs.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

To what aze does John the Daptist belong, und what did Jesus
say of him~ § 1

What two dnldu-n were born about the ~same fime,
ix it shown that both these (hildren were 1t

How was loyalty to God and humility of heart ~hown by
beth* % 3.

How were the days of John prior to his ministry probably spent?

an'i whv? How
fiom God? 2
Lliza-
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Ilow aml why did John overcoms many temptations? In what did
he chiefiv saffer? 95,

ITow and when «ri John start his ministry? What and to whon
wds s mes<aee, and how did 1t eulmimate? TG,

In what way did Jesus show loyalty to God respecting John's
ministry® 17,
What classes were

cast into prison? §

What was John's e\pegtatlou, why
i

AN lmf woere the cireunistances around

What commendation J:d jesus cive of John
faith demonstroted s 11,

Wis Jolin o retotmer? a teacher? Was he a reprover? a “volee”?
a herald? Was his ministry a long one? Whai made him greater
than a prophet? ¢ 12,

Ilow are the works of Lliah and

In what way do Llijah awl
Umuh . €14,

Has Ulpah finshed his work s IHow i3 the world being piepared
tor iie highway of holiness? § 15,

What nessaze must the chuceh plm laim today, and what 15 their
added joy? €16

Whait ~inular expeniences had Ilijah, John, and the church? 717,

red by John's preaching, and why was he

disappointed ; how satisfied?
the behosading of Johnt §10.

and how was John's

John relatedy 717

John typify the expesicnces of the

MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS

—JuLy &——Tiur GOsrers

MARY EXPOSED TO PUBLIC GAZE — JOSLPILI AND MARY RETURN 10

NAZARDTH — MARY A GOOD INSTRUCTOR — MJARY'S SUIILRING

AT (ALVARY.

“Thow shalt call his nwmne Jesus; for it is he

UR lesson is of Mary the mother ot Jesus, the lowly
maiden of Nazareth made great by reason of the
high honor conferred upon her in being chosen of

God to be the moiher of his dear Non made flesh and in
being worthy of @ bilolt Dlee Uaohg wollen ve trae and
noble character. Mary was of Israels royal line. Of lier
parents and immediate progenitors we know nothing, and
probably should not have heard of her but for the fuct
that God’s due time for the birth of the promiwedd child
had come, and that Mary was chosen to be thie mother.
Because of this she is cualled blessed among women.— Luke
1:28.

2The Roman Catholic church has claimed immuaculuteness
for Mary, of course wholly without warrant. Dut it must
be truc that God, working out his plans, had arrancoed to
have at tbat time in David's line & maiden who was worthy
of the honor of heing the mother of his Son, aod who wis
ready to do his will. God required a good woman rather
than a clever one, a woman who had a loyal and devout
heart rather than of grear natural ability, one who as 2
true daughter of David would seck to honor Trnvid's God,
Excellent qualities ure scen in the first records we have,
when the angel Gabriel was sent to her. She i tened awith
wondering fear as the angel ~poke to her. questioning what
was meant by the unusual salutation, as the uncel =said:
“Halil, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee:
blessed art thou among women,” (Luke 1:28) S

Do s-od-

ness could only meun motherhood: and immediateiy the
angel went on to tell her that she should hecome the

mother of tho one wlho should be called the Non of God.
—Luke 1: 30-33.

3the ‘mg(xl told Mary about Flizabeth, and answered her
question, “IIow shall this be” Mury immediately discerned
what this involved; but she was the handmaid of the Lord,
and gladly accepted the will of God. Her self-wacritice and
submission and humility reveal her as great in =pirit, great
through gentleness, great through humility, Almosr imme-
diately she hurried away to Elizabeth in Judea, the only
one who she thought could understand; and in this sbhe
shows emergy and activity of mind. The greetines of the
two woraen as they met reveal their high apprecation of

that shall suve iy prople from their

sins.'—Jlatthew 1:21, RV,
the honor bestowed upon them. Ilizabeih told Mary how
stie rejoiced with her; cond Mary, t:iled with the holy «preir,
praised (vod for all he was about 1o do for his people Tuyrae!,
F3[ay’s sone (Luke T 435000 commonly caltest the Moo
Loty has been used i charch worsiitp 1 cotimon w.ti
oo Lord's prayer. DBut, like that prayer, the song hns hoca
little understood.

SdMary saw hierselt as o lowly nmaden exalted, and in
this that God would bhring down the michity irom thelr

seats, Guidad hy the Loly spirig ks of the hirth of
Lier son a3 bringing o time of fudoment ax well 3
bhiessing, Mary's songz i~ mucl Hike ileaalys, with \\him T
compares, (See I Namuel 2:1-100 Thoush woten wnder
culdiinee of the holy spirit, it revedls a ciose Kaowle fae ao l
a deep wulerstandiny of the Sciiptuces and ol the thra-
Liamic hope for Isriel, and reveals much ~tudious devotion,

ENSTERENEN

ws 0he

MARY EXPOSED TO PUBLIC GAZE

S e tolluwship enjoyed by these two holy wonren duoing
the thiree months spent in Elizabeth's home must he 1rged
upoil as it gitt from God: and as rod uses human menus
{forr his purposes it must be considered as having much to
de with the pre-natal development of their cluldren, Of the
wondertul night in Bethlehem when her child wax born,
little §y said about Mary. How much she s~uffered threush
the entorced measure of publicity—no doubt part of the
plan ¢t God for her, that the hirthi of this ¢hild =hould be
at least partly a public matter-—we may not know, I'rom a
human peint of view she misht have expected some:hing
much better than she received; bur there is uo sign ol any
murmurihg or complaining,

“The eoming of the sheplerds with their wonderful story
of the aneels and their sonz would be a delight to her, and
woulil serve instead of a fine room awd conveniences. She
listened, and kept all thines she hieard, and pondered them
in her heart, 8he was watching every indication ot God's
providence concerning her child, On the eighth day the
child was taken into the temple at Jerusulem for circuni-
cigion, and to present him to the Lord according to the
law, and to offer the sacrifice which the law provided, As
Joseph and Mary offered only a pair of turtle doves, it



Jese 1, 1023

seems evident that they were quite poor. It is unthinkable
that they could have been well-to-do, as some have sup-
posed, and yet bring only the poorest allowable offering to
the Lord. (Leviticus 12:8; Luke 2:24) It was then that
Simeon took the child in his arms and blessed God because
his eyes had seen the salvation of God. Simeon blessed the
parents, and said to Mary the mother: “Behold. this child
is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel: and
for a sign which shall he spoken aguinst; yea. a swvord shall
pierce through thy own soul also.” (Luke 2: 34 35) Return-
ing to Bethlehem they lived there for a time until after
the visit of the magi from the Iiast, who brought offerings
of cold, frankincense, and myrrh, which weve aceepted.

sImmediately Joseph was warned by God in a dream to
take the young child and his mother and go into Egypt, and
to stay there until le was told to return. The offerings of
the wise men were now found of service. Without doubt it
was the gold the wise men gave in their gifts which enabled
the little family to travel to Egypt and spend a time there.
When Israel first came out of Iizypt they asked and ve-
ceived from the Feyptians gold and silver aud clothing in
pleniy, in return for labor unpaid and tor houses and
material left behind. all of which value the Ifgyvptians
pressed upon Israel to buy their {reedom from the plagues.
Withiout doubt it was by that weulth the taberiaacle ot God
was adorned. And now when the little family must go into
Suypt God again used the riches of the world for his own
purpose. He has made and will continue to make the
things of this world serve his purposes. The silver and the
gold are his, whoever holds them.—ITaggai 2: 8.

JOSEPH AND MARY RETURN TO NAZARETH

9We do not know how long Joseph and Mary stayed in
Eoypt: but when the danger from ITerod was past, Joseph
wis told by an angel to return with the young child and
Liiv mother to the land of Israel. ITe expected to go back to
Bethlehem ; but, beingz somewhat doubtful, he wus guided
by God and settled again in Nazareth. that in later years
the young child might have the opprobriumm of being called
a Nazarene—a despised one—Matthew 2:10-23.

10Little is said about the life in Nazareth: indeed, with
one exception, the Neviprure is silent about the whole period
from infancey until Jezus presented himself to John at
Jordan when he was thirty years of age. The exception is
the incident of Jesus' fivst visit to Jerusalen, the city of his
fathers, where hLiis Leavenly Father had placed his name.
(Deuteronomy 14:23) The lizht we get on Mary's life after
e iafaney of Jesus is chiefly reflected from that which
shines on her soin. and this visit to Jerasalsm tells us much
about her. She had accompanied Joseph there yearly at
the Tassover sea. on, showing devotion on her part, as well
as some purpose of character; for the-» visits to Jerusalem
were not obligutory upon the wowmen of I<rael.

11Tt was when Jesus was twelie years of age, and had
then become a son of the law. that he was first taken to
Jerusalem. It is easy to iLmnzine the joy and wonder of his
young heart and mindd. Many things would disappoint him,
but he would get the best out of what there was< to interest
or instruct him. The temple would exeite hi< interest: and
there, for the fir<t tuune, he bhad ouvportunity of meering
with those who were educated and who professed to know
the things of the Law. The days would pass quickly. Being
an unusual boy he would leave his parents early and prob-
ably mect them only at evening: and the city was too small
for a boy to get lost, also e was well able to look after
himself. So when Joseph and Mary started homeward on
the eighth day they supposed Jesus was in the company.
At night they missed him. They returned to Jerusalem and
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sought earnestly for him. On the third day they came upon
him in the temple courts calmly sitting in the midst of the
doctors, hearing, and asking and answering questions. They
were amazed at this; bul his mother chided him for giving
them trouble and sorrow. There is a measure of rebuke in
Jesus’ answer; they ought to bhave understood where he
would be—in his I'ather's house.

12Jesus must have told his parents during the previous
days of the many hours he had spent in the only place that
mattered to him. But that Jesus did not merely mean that
they ought to have understood they would find him there
iz shown by their being puzzled by his words. His mother
kept these sayings in her heart. Why he had not gone with
them dees nor appear; but it is certain that at this time
Jesus realized some measure of separation from them, and
his words imply that he would have them understand it.
They all returned to Nazareth, and he was subject unto
them. XNot unril eighteen years had passed is there any-
thing on record of auy further observations on his part.

MARY A GOOD INSTRUCTOR

18That Jesus at twelve years of age could take his place
with the doctors of the Law and hold his own with them
so much as to surprise them is not to be attributed solely
to his perfection of nature. Much credit must be given to
Joseph and Mary, but probably it was his mother who
heiped him most. The simple record that Jesus was subject
to his parents is intended to show that there was no
estrangement in the family life after the incident in Jeru-
salem, and also to show that the mother exercised her
parental care over her unusual son.

H}Mary is next seen at the marriage in Cana of Galilee,
after Jesus had begun his ministry. Jesus and his few
disciples werce al<o invited. The wine ran short; and hiy
mother said to him, rather abruptly: “They have no wine.”
Here again Jesus speaks to her with a measure of rebuke,
as if she would interfere in his ministry. Her words and
Jesug® answer imply a suggestion on Mary's part that Jesus
should dJdo something. Did she expect a miracle? He had
not yvet used any of that special power which later he put
forth so freely. Mary knew that her son must begin the
ministry for which he had come into the world, and she
would expect him to eclipse any wonderful works which
the prophets Elijah or Elisha had done. Probably sha
thousht of the oil which had been multiplied by Elisha (3
Ki.gs 4:1-7), and that on her suggestion Jesus would
increase inte sufliciency what little wine was left at thae
feast. FHis mother would help him to begir his ministry by
showing that he had mitaculous powers. But she was noi
under the guidance of the holy spirii, and could not act
other than according to the natural mind.

Li&atan could use Jesus’ mother in tempting him to work
his first miracle according to the flesh and not according
to the spirit. Tlence Jesus’' rebuke. His words clearly
imply that he would have his mother understand he wag
no lonzer under the relationship which had existed, that
she must not now in any way try to regulate his life. Thge
incident shows that Mary was of an observant and practical
turn of mind and « somewhat commanding disposition, such
a one as would guide her family aright to the best of her
ability. Our Lord's example reveuls anotber new relation.
ship besides marriage of which it is true to say: “For this
cause =hall a man leave his father and mother.,” Consecra.
tion to Giod, following in the footsteps of Jesus, is a reason
for such separation—not indeed to indifference to earthly
relatives, even as Jesus showed by his care for his mothe:
at his end: but sepavation from undue responsibilities angd
turelage such as parents so often claim and would enforcg
too long,
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MARY’S SUFFERING AT CALVARY

16But though Jesus could not act on his mother’s sugges-
tion, he did nevertheless in his own time miraculously
provide the company with wine. This first miracle is no
doubt symbolic; but it was intended to further his ministry,
to manifest forth his glory, and to help his disciples to
believe in him. He could do what his mother desired, but
it must not be done from the molive which prompted her—
a human motive. The spiritual motive must rule or there
would be no advantage either to himself or to his Father.

17When next Jesus’ mother is mentioned, she is seen in a
position which calls for some measure of sympathy. Jesus
was so busied by the calls of his ministry he had not time
to eat. 1lis people thought he was not quite balanced in
mind, and his mother went with her other sons to take
him home to care for him. (Mark 3:21, 31-35) His brethren
did not believe in him (John 7:5), and his mother was
uncertain about him.

18Mary was at Calvary when her son was crucified. Noth-
ing is said of her agony, but the sword must have pierced
her soul. (Luke 2:35) There was pain to be suffered as
well as joy to be gained in her service for God. Jesus had
consistently shown that spiritual relationship swith him
and doing the will of God was greater than any human
relationship (Luke 11:27,28; Mark 3:31-35); but at the
end he showed how he cared for his mother. (John 19:26,
27) After the resurrection Mary was amongst the number
who waited for the holy spirit (Acts 1:14); and we may
think of her as the one actual link between the old dispen-
sution as represented by those with whom she was early
associnted, and the new life under the spirit, whevr her son
was now made the Lord of glory.
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19Tn Mary’s life story there is more of motherhood than
in any other Bible story. In her purity and devotion and
in her watchful care she is an example for all upon whom
this responsibility comes.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

Who was the mother of Jesus; where did she live; and of what
tribe was she? §1.

Was Jesu% perfectlon derived from his mother?
called “blessed”? 2

What are some of the characteristics of Mary’s greatness? 73.

What is the Magnificat, and is it understood? Y 4.

What are the points of comparison between Mary’s and Hannah’s
songs? 5.

In what way was Mary filled with the holy spirit? 13,5

How did the Father bless Elizabetll and Mary? Wauas Mary s sub-
mission to publicity willing? 7 6.

How was Mary repaid for her poor quarters in the stable? Were
Joseph and Mary rich in gold and silver? What was Simeon’s
prophecy ? 17

After the visit of the magi, what was Joqeph warned to do, and
how was God’s providence manifested? 8§

On returning from Egypt where did Joseph’s family reside, and
why? §9.

How much is known of Jesus as a youth? 710.

What did Jesus do at the age of twelve, and what were the family’s
experiences at this time? §11.

What was Mary pondering in her heart, and what was she being
taught? §12.

Where did some of the learning of Jesus come from,
Jaeus subject to his parents? 13.

Where was Mary next scen? What did she do? Was she expecting
Jesus to do something unusual? Was she measurably right?
Why was she mildly rebuked? 14.

Did \Lhy have executive ability? Is she excusable for seemingly
taking the initiative in respect to suggesting Jesus’ course? |15,

Did Jesus show superior wisdom in waiting for the spirit’s guid-
ance, rather than being moved through sentimentality? T 16.

Wlllere? iﬁsl 1I\Tary next seen, and is this an occasion of sympathy for
her ? 7.

Is the prophecy of Luke 2:35 sufficient evidence that Mary had

agony at Jesus’ crucifixion? Was Mary a member of the early
cirnrebh ? 918,

Whe 4 1)1& the outstanding characteristic of the life story of Mary?

[ RS

Why was she

and why was

INTERESTING LETTERS

HEARTY GREETINGS FROM ABROAD
DELOVED IN THE LORD:

By the grace of the heavenly Father we were privileged
to attend a spiritual feast, having met together December
24th to 26th, 1922. We were abundantly blessed. Thirty-five
were immersed—thirteen sisters and twenty-two brothers.

Those present related sad experiences which they went
through on account of their faithfulness to the Lord. It
must sadly be admitted that the Roman clergy is one of
the causes. The authorities are mild and tolerant. Jezebel
caused Ahab to be proud to the extent of making him cruel,
and it is now evident that the antitype is here in exact
detail. Toward the end of the convention all present unani-
mously voted that the following resolution be forwarded
to you, with the request that it be inserted in the Warcw
TowER in every language:

“We, all partakers in the one calling in Christ Jesus,
gathered here at this spiritual banquet, send to all the
brethren in the United States, especially to Brother Ruth-
erford and the workers at Bethel, hearty brotherly greet-
ingg. We thank God first, and then you, dearly beloved, for
thie assistance that you render. You have an interest in our
prayers; and we desire that you remember us, who labor
here under ofttimes difficult conditions. Oh, that we might
some day all be gathered at that great spiritual feast in
heaven! REarnestly we petition God through our Leord and
Redeemer Jesus Christ, that it might be so. Amen.”

After singing “God be with you till we meet again,” we
parted with the blissful hope in our hearts that the time
will come when we shall be forever with the Lord.

C. KAsrrzYKOWSKI, Poland.

GOD’S HARMONY IN “THE HARP”
DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD :

In connection with ThE ITarp oF Gop I have noticed some-
thing which seems to me to be a remarkable corroboration
of your identification of the Ten Strings and which I would
like to submit for your consideration. But first of all, I
would like to tell you liow much the brethren in London
appreciate THE ITArp and how grateful we fcel to the Lord,
aud to you through him, for this wonderful seiting forth
of the truth. Surely the Lord has richly blessed us in these
last days!

The point of corroboration is this: That the Ten Strings,
as named in THE HARp, are in accordance with the laws of
the musical scale. The first and most important note in the
scale is the key-note. Ilverything depends upon having that
correct. If the Key-note is wrong, everything else will be
wrong, too. THE ITarp gives that key-note, string number
one, as Creation—Adam created perfect. On that correct
key-note the whole scale is built, the whole wonderful
scheme of salvation is bhased. If we were fo start our scale
with man as climbing up from monkeyhood, or from some
common ancestor of both, what sort of music would we get
from the Restitution siring! But no; THE HAgrp takes its
key-note from the Word of God, and all the other strings
fall into their proper places.

The next most important note in the scale is the fifth, or
dominant, as musicians term it. Similarly, Tar Hare gives
the fifth string as The Ransom—the most important doc-
trine of the Bible. Did that merely happen so?

But now comes in a remarkable consideration: The key-
note and the fifth make perfect harmony, very strong—but
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very unsatisfactory! For the purpose of illustration, let us
take the scale of €, no sharps and no flat<. The fifth will
be G. Sound C and G together and note the etfeet. What
is the matter? Why. musically speaking. it needs the adidi-
tion of the third, E. Novw play (. I, and G tfocether, and
note the difference. The effect is now satisfactory. THE
HArp gives string number three as The Abrahamic Promise.
C and G played by themsclves represent the gospel of Chris-
tendom. They recognize that Jesus Christ by the zrace of
God tasted death for every man: but that is the end of the
matter, as far as they are concerned. If people ron't listen,
they must take the consequences! Dut how different is ihe
music when we use the third string!

If now we add String 8§, The Lord's eturn, and String
10. Restitution, we have the same beautiful harmony ex-
tended and intensified. Musically that will correspond to
sounding C, E, G, €, and E together. Try it on your instru-
ment.

Now we must notice another feature: These ten strings
include three “octaves,” ¢ (strings 1 and $), D (2 and M,
and E (3 and 19, Do the strings as 2iven in THy T
comply with this law? Let us scee, Number 1, ¢, duan
Created Perfect—The first man Adam was made a hiving
soul” (1 Corinthians 15: 43) ; number 8, C, The Loud's
Return—"The second man is the Lord from heaven.” (1
Corinthians 15:47) Could there possibly be a more perfect
octave? Now let us take number 3, E, The .Abrahamic
I'romise, and number 10, B, Restitution. That also is an
absolutely perfect octave. The third octave is nor quite so
inevitable, but still good: Number 2, D, God's Justice Man-
ifested, man sentenced to death; number 9, D, Glorideation
of the Church—some members of the human race placed
forever beyond the possibility of death.

The scale algo includes a secondary harmony, 1 C, 4 F,
6 .\, 8 C. As given in Tur ILage that means “Man Created
Perfect,” “Birth of Jesus,” “Rexurrection,” “The Lord's
Tleturn.”  Quite obviously these are all in harmony, steps
in the great plan. But let us sound on an instrument the
notes ¢, I, A, €', and note the effect. It is quite cood, but
inconclusive: the ear cannot rest on it; something must
tollow to give full satisfaction. Just so we seo that the
dirth of Jesus wnid his Resurrection, while being imporfant
steps in the plan. are not ends, but means 7o an end. The
birth of Jexus was in ormder {o enuble him to give himself
a ranson, a corresponding price. A body hust thou pre-
pared me. . . . Then said I, Lo, I come . . . to do thy will,
O God.” (Flebrews 10:3,7) Also the Dirth (String - and
Ttesurrection of our Lord (String 6) wore in order to enuble
him to carry out the Abrahamic Promive (String 3) and
Restitution (Ntring 1. “Whom the heavesr must receive
until the times of restitution of all things which God hath
spoken by the mowh of all his holy prophets since the
world began.” (Acts 3:21) Let us now sound the two
chords oae after the other: first, 1 ¢, 4 F, 6 A, and 8 C,
and then 1 ¢ 3 1. 3 ¢, and 8 C, und note how the ear
finds rest and sati~faction in the latter chord, as the heart
does in the doctrmes represented hy it

In musie a di~cord is often used in ovder to prepare for
and to heizliten the effect of the following harmeny, Let us
see it Tie Haee will enable us to o that. Let us take the
introductory chord above referred to, 1 C. 4 F, ¢ A, and
8 (, and then add to it the discordant note 2 D, and notice
how poignant is the expectancy of the re<ult—1 ¢, 2 D,
4 T, 6 A, 8 C—sound them all together. Something must
follow. Yeg, and it surely will. Now sound the original
chord 1 C, 3 13, 5 G. 8 ¢, and see the wonderful satisfaction
it gives. This discordunt note, number 2, D, according to

T WATCH TOWER

THi Harp, is Divine Justice Manifested, the death penalty
intlicted. Truly eartls music was turned to mourning!
But the permission of evil, the memory of earth’s dark
night of sin and sorrow and death, will serve to heighten
the joy when the morning comes! The sense of expectancy
is heightened and rendered most intense and inevitable by
adding the octave of the discord, that is, 9 D. The chord
isnow 1 C, 2D, 4 F, 6 A 8 C,9D. Play them together,
and then we kroir what must come. It can no more be
avoided than an avalanche! Here it comes: Yirst 1 C,
2D, 4, 6A,8C, 9D, and then1 C, 3 E,5 G, S8, 10 E.
How glorious and satisfying is the effect of the contrast!
So that which the ninth string represents, the Glorification
of the Church, must he followed by Restitution-—no power
in the universe can prevent it! “He must reign till hé hath
put all enemies under his feet.,”” (1 Corinthians 15:25)
“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things
are passed away.” (Revelation 21:4) Who put all that into
the musical scale? Surely it can only be the divine Author
of Dhoth the Bible and the Buok of Nature—who is now
giving us the key!

One more thought: Sound in the harp, pianoforie, violin,
and ~ome other instruments is produced by the vibration of
the strings; and these vibratious are most complicated. The
main, fundamental note is produced by the vibration of the
string as a whole—say C. At the same time, the string is
also vibrating in two cqual segments, producing the octave
of the fundamental note, C; it is also at the same time
vibrating in three sezments, giving a sound twelve notes
above the fundamental, ¢; olso in four, giving the double
octave, C; in iive, giving I; in nise, D; in ten, B; the
sounds rising higher and higher, extending over three and
one-half octaves; I', A, and B being represented still higher
up. The string is vibrating in all these different ways at
once—and in many others as well, at least seventeen ways
altogether. Thus all the notes of the ten-stringed harp are
sounding together on the lowest string.

The existence of some of these ovcrtones may easily be
demonstrated by anyone, thus: With the left hand hold
down a low € on the pianoforte, without sounding it. 'Then
with the right hand s¢rike the C and G in the first octave
above, and the C, I, and G in the second and third octaves
(eight notes in all), and lift up that hand, still holding
down the low note with the left. It will then be found that
the notes of all the eight keys that were struck are sound-
ing on the low string, having been set in motion by the
vibration of the upper strings. To prove that it is really
the bottom string that is producing the notes, raise the left
hand, and the zounds will at onee cease. Let us now reverse
matters by helding «down as many of the higher keys as
possible and striking the low note. It will then be found
that the upper strings are soundinzg—set in motion by the
complicated vibrations of the low string. (The correspond-
ing notes with a black key, say F sharp, would respond
still better.)

Thus does the musical scale corroborate the words of its
divine Author: “Known unto God are all his works from
the becinning of the world” (MAets 15:18), or as it is
expressed in THE Harp or Gob (paragraph 11), “Jehovah
. . . 18 so wise that he knew the end from the beginning,
and outlined all of his great plan to the very minutest
detail.”

Praving the Lord's continued blessing on the Socirm's
Wwork,

Your brother in Him, 3. H. EvrEs, England,
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