
Upon  th e  earth d istress o f na tions w ith  pe rp lex ity ; the  sea and  th e  w aves (the restless, d iscon ten ted) roa r in g ; m en ’s hea rts fa il in g  them  fo r  fea r and  fo r  lo o k in g  to  
th» th in g s  com inn npon the  ea rth  (soc ie ty); fo r th e  pow ers o f the heavens (oee lesiastirsm ) sh a ll be shaken . . W hen ye see these th in gs beg in  to  come to  pass, th en  
knqw  th a t  the K ingdom  of G od  is  a t hand. L o o k  up, l i f t  up yo u r heads, re jo ice , fo r y o u r redem ption  d raw e th  n igh .— A^att. 24.33; M a r k  13.29, L u k e  21 .25 -3 L



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION
THIS Journal Is one o f the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “ Seminary Extension” , now being 

presented in all parts of the civilized world by the W a t c h  T ow er  B iiile & T ract Society , chartered A. D. 1884, “ For the Pro­
motion of Christian Knowledge” . It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but 

also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements o f the Society’s conventions and of the 
coming o f its traveling representatives, styled “ Pilgrims” , and refreshed with reports o f its conventions.

Our “ Berean 'Lessons”  are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’ s published Stu d ies  most entertainingly arranged, and very 
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Vctbi Dei Minister (V. D. M.)» which translated 
into English is Minister o f God’ s Word. Our treatment o f the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for  the older Bible 
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense o f the only true foundation o f the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated 
— redemption through the precious blood o f “ the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a  corresponding price, a substitute] for 
all” . (1 Peter 1 :1 9 ;  1 Timothy 2 :G ) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3 :  11- 
1 5 ; 2 Peter 1 :5 -1 1 ) o f the Word o f God, its further mission is to “ make all see what is the fellowship o f the mystery which. . .has 
been hid in God, . . .  to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God” — “which in other ages 
was not made known unto the sons o f men as it is now revealed” .— Ephesians 3 : 5-9,10.

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds o f men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest 
subjection to the will o f God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures. It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord 
hath spoken— according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident; 
for  we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises o f God. It is held as a trust, to be used only in his 
service; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment o f his 
good pleasure, the teaching o f his Word, for the upbuilding o f his people in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite but urge our 
readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible W ord to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “ the temple o f the living God” , peculiarly “ his workmanship”  ; that its construction has been in progress throughout 

the gospel age— ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone o f his temple, through which, when 
finished, God’s blessing shall come “ to all people” , and they find access to him.— 1 Corinthians 3 :1 6 , 1 7 ; Ephesians 2 :2 0 -2 2 ; 
Genesis 2 8 :1 4 ;  Galatians 3 : 29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing o f consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these “ living stones” , “ elect and precious,”  shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together 
in the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout 
the Millennium.— Revelation 1 5 :5  8.

That the basis o f hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “ Jesus Christ, by the grace o f God, tasted death for every  
man,”  “ a ransom for all,”  and will be “ the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world” , “ in due time” .—  
Hebrews 2 : 9 ;  John 1 : 9 ; 1 Timothy 2 :5 ,  6.

That the hope o f the church is that she mav be like her Lord, “ see him as he is,”  he * partaker o f the divine nature /  and share his 
glory as his join t heir.— 1 John 3 :2 ; John 17 : 24 ; Romans 8 :17  ; 2 l ’ eter 1 :  4.

That the present mission o f the church is the perfecting o f the saints for the future work o f service; to develop in herself every 
grace ; to be God’s witness to the world * and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.— Ephesians 4 :12  : Matthew 2 4 : 
14 ; Revelation 1 : 6 ;  20 : 6.

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings o f knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church, 
when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.— Acts 3 :1 9 -2 3 ; Isaiah 35.
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Inadvertantly there appeared In the April 1 issue <>r T h e  
■SY.vtcH  T o w e r  a  statement that the reduced prices o f  the 
b ook s  apply to  Canada. We wish now to correct that error. 
There must be added to this the price of transportation, 
duty, and the difference in exchange. The Toronto office 
will announce to the friends the Canadian prices by special 
circular letter.
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keys, discussing topically every vital doctrine o f the Bible. Mora 
than eleven million copies are in circulation, in nineteen languages. 
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a copy.
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S e r ies  IV, The Battle of Armageddon, shows that the disso­
lution of the present order of things is in progress and that all of 
the human panaceas offered are valueless to avert the end predicted 
in the Bible. It contains a special and extended tieati.se on our 
Lord’s great prophecy of Matthew 24 and also that o f Zechnriah 
1 4 :1 -9 :  656 pages, 40c. Also in Dnno-Norwegian, Finnish, French, 
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and hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members 
o f the body o f C hrist: 730 pages, 40c. Supplied also in Dano- 
Norwegian, Finnish, French, German, Greek, Polish, and Swedish, 
85c.
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Vinnish, French. Greek, Polish, and Swedish, 86c.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

r lERE is a growing demand for a “ church,”  a 
real church where people may worship God, serve 
their Creator, nourish the soul, comfort the heart, 

and satisfy the head. Sqme noble hearts are longing 
for such a place to fill what is recognized as an aching 
void. What incalculable distress has been brought to 
the human family through the erroneous teaching that 
the church only is to be saved, and that all the salvation 
there ever shall be is limited to the present life ! Could 
not every one have comfort in the thought that God is 
making choice of a company to be associated with Jesus 
in the spirit realm; that this selection is not made 
arbitrarily, but according to heart devotion to God and 
character development in harmony with him who is 
Love; and that after this company is rewarded in the 
first resurrection with glory and honor and immortal­
ity, being made priests and kings unto God to reign 
with Christ a thousand years, comes the general resur­
rection of the whole world to the attaining of everlast­
ing life on this earth, if they will cooperate with the 
Lord in their own uplift out of sin and death!

The “ church”  systems collectively are referred to as 
“ Babylon” ; and our Lord shows that the time would 
come when they would be “ spewed out,”  forsaken, when 
his spirit would be taken away, and when as a result 
the blind and the blind leaders would fall into the ditch 
of despondency and want, and be left to the ravages of 
mental and moral diseases, the worst the world has 
ever known.

The truth alone will save the world from the engulf­
ing perplexity. But the situation has gone so far and 
the conditions are so complex that before the truth can 
bring the necessary succor to restore comfort and peace 
of mind and heart the Sun of Righteousness must needs 
shine forth in all its effulgence and bring the world to 
a recognition of the change of dispensation now being 
stealthily brought about by the presence of our glorious 
but unseen King and Savior.

Says Gerald Mygatt in the Delineator:
“ Several million Americans are looking for a church. 

They want a church that will mean something to them, 
not a day a week but seven days a week—a church which 
they can belong to without having to believe or disbelieve 
petty creeds—a real church of all faiths.”

Being disgusted with all creeds and craving some­
thing somewhere to worship, men begin to cry aloud:

“ Oh, for a real church!”  A  church of all faiths will 
never be found. Bedlam would reign if such should be. 
But a church of one faith will be found, a church 
glorified, containing the called and chosen and faithful; 
and the entrance thereto shall then be forever closed. 
The happifying message that mankind shall have the 
opportunity of becoming children of the church shall 
then be heard. Then shall “ the Spirit and the bride 
say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And 
let him that is athirst come: and whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely.” — Revelation 22: 17.

Gradually, as the dark night settles over humanity, 
it will be recognized more and more that the only com­
fort and consolation to be had from the Word of God 
is through an understanding of the plan as outlined by 
Pastor Russell in his Studies in the Scriptures. 
These volumes furnish the only interpretation which 
harmonizes the Bible and demonstrates the truth of 
the Book of books.

The demand is made for the churches to “ meet them 
half way.”  The churches have gone all the way to meet 
mankind. Therein lies the trouble. The standards have 
been lowered at such an alarming rate that now there 
are none— in the “ churches.”  In the publications of the 
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society are to be found 
the standards of righteousness and the banners of love 
unfurled; and many, many are drinking the waters of 
truth and are being refreshed. Some of these are rejoic­
ing in the prospect of the wonderful inheritance of the 
divine nature (2 Peter 1 :4 ) ,  and some are happy in 
the thought of the coming “ times of restitution.”  (Acts 
3 :19-21) What a marvelous truth it is, and what a 
glorious blessing it is, to be favored with a knowledge 
that there are two salvations, one to spirit nature con­
fined to the Gospel age and one to human nature con­
fined to the Millennial age; and that we are now' in the 
transition period.

BACKSLIDING DAUGHTERS OF BABYLON
That the “ churches”  have ceased to be Christian is 

evident. It must be conceded by every thinking person 
who is acquainted with the Scriptures that the spirit of 
Christ is no longer to be found there; but that the 
devil’ s spirit of piety and holiness and truth —  false 
piety, sanctimonious holiness, and theories based upon
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false premises— therein is manifest. Heathendom from  
the days of Semiramis has worshiped the sun-god under 
various names, perhaps the most prominent of which is 
that o f Baal. Christian missionaries have gone to hea­
thendom to convert it from  sun-god worship and other 
form s of idolatry. But now we have sun-god religion 
introduced into the “ Christian”  churches ! For what 
purpose? We suppose that it is an effort to establish a 
religion to meet the demands of a “ church of all faiths.”  
Think of a Paul, a John, a Peter, or any other Christian 
bowing down to Osiris! But we think that Ilymeneus 
and Alexander, Philetus, Judas, and Ananias may wor­
ship whom they will. The New Y ork Times says in p art: 

“An Egyptian service portraying the worship of Amen-Ita 
and Ali'n as a ‘preparation for Christianity’ was held . . . 
at St. Mark’s-in-the-Bouwerie [New York], The service was 
prepared from the religious writings of ancient Egypt, and 
including the reading of a cento from the ‘Gospel of Osiris,’ 
which gives a character portrayal of Queen Isis, who is 
sometimes referred to as a prototype of the Virgin Mary.” 

“ ‘Hail to thee, beautiful god of every day! Beautiful is 
thy arising in the horizon of the sky.’ read Dr. Guthrie.

“ ‘Beautiful is thine arising, O living Aten, orb of light, 
O first beginning of life,’ replied the people. ‘When thou 
arisest in the eastern horizon thou flllest every land with 
thy beauty. Thou art beautiful to behold, great, glistening 
high above the whole earth. Thou art Ita, the sun-goil; and 
thou carriest all away captive. Thou bindest them fast 
with thy love.’ ”

This was in an Episcopal church in New York City; 
and the rector said that the object of the service, “ in 
common with our other studies of comparative religion, 
is to draw upon the past treasures of spiritual experience 
and arrange them in harmony with our own religion.”  
It was an effort “ to make the people feel the unity of 
religion.”

The Times later says, to the shame of the congregation:
“The parishioners seem to have viewed and purticip.iied 

in the repetition of the old invocations without shock or 
tremor."

The services were elaborate, and the decorations and 
lightings were of a nature to awe those present and 
create a profound impression, so lasting in fact as to 
make the simple, childlike, trustful service of the real 
Christianity appear dull, uninteresting and unimpor­
tant. How the poor human family have ever sought the 
spectacular and ostentatious to their hurt!

The Lord is willing to have the people sec they have 
been trapped by the adversary, who has been ruling 
in the hearts of the children of disobedience for many 
centuries, and whose methods have always centered 
around mythology and astrology. But Satan is to be 
bound for a thousand years, and the children of men 
liberated in the kingdom which is even now at the door. 
Then all superstition and ignorance is to be cleared away.

THE NEW CREATURE

Question: Concerning the new creature at the 
time of begetting, would this be the proper 
thought, correctly expressed, namely, that at 

the time of consecration the one consecrating surren­
ders or sacrifices unto God all of his faculties, including 
the will, the mind and the heart; and that Jesus then 
imputes to such a one his own merit and presents him 
to Jehovah, and that God then justifies and begets that 
one by his holy spirit, and that then God gives back to 
the new creature there begun all the faculties so sur­
rendered by the old creature, including his will, his 
mind and his heart?

Answer: N o; this would not be the proper thought, 
nor is the thought correctly expressed. A practical 
illustration may aid in understanding this matter. For 
this purpose we take an imaginary person, whom we 
call John. He is a man of good organism, possessing 
what is generally termed a sound mind, a strong will, 
and an honest heart. Yet he is following after the 
world. What do we mean by these terms— mind, will, 
and heart?

3Tlie mind is that faculty of the being by which one 
searches out facts, weighs these facts, and reaches a 
conclusion. The will is that faculty of the being by 
which one determines to do or not to do a certain thing; 
and when he is convinced in his mind of what is the

proper course, he wills to act and does act accordingly. 
By heart is meant the faculty of the being that induces 
action. It is the seat of motive and the seat of affections.

‘ John has employed his mind in searching out scieiu e 
so-called, following the course of evolution regarding 
man. His determination is to try to lift himself up 
and to lift up the human race by a process of evolution. 
His real motive is to shine amongst men as a great 
benefactor and to make for himself a great name, lie  
has no knowledge of God’s arrangement. In course of 
time, he reasons upon his theories and is dissatisfied 
with them. He hears of God's provision for man'-- sal­
vation through Christ Jesus. This upsets all of his 
theories of evolution. He begins to investigate. He 
uses his mind for this purpose. He comes to the con­
clusion that his evolution theory must be wrong. He 
realizes that lie is a sinner, born as such; that he needs 
a savior. He has now had a change of mind; and this 
is properly called repentance. He determines to change 
his course and does change his course and socks the 
Lord. This is properly called conversion. Up to this 
point he has used his mind to ascertain these facts 
which have changed his conclusions, and now he uses 
his will and determination to follow a different course. 
He is drawn to Jesus. Thus the Father draws him. 
(John G: 44) He is yet unaware of what he must do,
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but seeking the Lord he begins a study of the Bible and 
receives some instruction on it from others. He learns 
that he is alienated from God because of the sin of his 
first parent Adam. He desires to get back into harmony 
with God. He learns from Jesus that “ no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me; I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life.”  (John 1 4 :6 ) He begins to ascer­
tain the terms of coming to Jehovah. To him Jesus 
says: ‘ Sit down and count the cost.’ John is Using his 
mind now to ascertain the cost. He uses his mind by 
getting further knowledge; and this knowledge he re­
ceives from the words of Jesus: “ I f  any man will come 
after mo, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow me.”  (Matthew 16 :24 ) This self-denial 
means the surrender of oneself; otherwise stated, full 
consecration and unconditional surrender of self to the 
Lord.

Mona's will now acts, and he says: ‘I  am determined 
to do what my Lord would have me do. Hence I give 
myself entirely to the Lord.’ Here he uses his faculty, 
to wit, the will power, in taking the step of an uncon­
ditional consecration. He did this because he believes 
that Jesus is his Savior, who died to save him from his 
sms; and that by believing upon the Lord and obeying 
him he may be saved.

‘'Because of John’s faith now exercised by this full 
and unconditional surrender of himself Jesus imputes 
to him his own merit. Merit means that valuable thing 
resulting from the sacrifice of our Lord, to wit, the 
value of a perfect human life, which he deposited with 
Jehovah when he ascended on high, to be used through­
out the Gospel age as a basis for the justification of all 
who come to God through him. Jesus now presents 
John to the Father, haling imputed to him his own 
merit. Because of John’s full surrender of himself, 
ba-cd upon his faith in the merit of Jesus as his 
Hedeemer, and because of the merit imputed to him by 
the Lord Jesus, Jehovah judicially determines that John 
is right; therefore justified before him.

7The three steps to this point are proven by the fol­
lowing scriptures: The first step is the exercise of faith, 
as fit. Paul lays down the rule in Romans 4: 20-25 and 
5:1.  The next step is the imputation of Christ’s merit. 
The merit is in the blood, his life poured out. (Romans 
5:91 The third step is the act of justification, which is 
performed by Jehovah. “ It is God that justifieth.”  
(Romans 8 : 33)  Every creature that is justified, and 
therefore righteous before Jehovah, is entitled to live. 
Consequently there resulted to John at the moment of 
his justification the right to live as a human being. 
That right to live on earth as a human being is what 
he really sacrifices. He agreed to do this before he got 
it. When he made an unconditional surrender to Jeho­
vah that was an agreement to do whatsoever Jehovah 
would want him to do. The terms and conditions of his 
justification are clearly implied by the words of the 
Master: “ Whosoever will save his life shall lose it ; and

whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.” —  
Matthew 16: 25.

8Otherwise stated, John was certain to die as a human 
being because of inherited imperfection. Now if he 
were to live at all he must have this right granted unto 
him by Jehovah; and if he would willingly lose that 
right to live as a man after its being granted to him, 
by sacrifice, then he would find the right to live on a 
higher plane, to wit, the divine plane.

9The justification of John was for the purpose— and 
that only— of enabling him to become a part of the 
sacrifice of our Lord. That is the only purpose of justi­
fication during the Gospel age. Why should he be justi­
fied at all if he is to lose this right to live which results 
from justification so far as the human plane is con­
cerned? The answer is, that no sacrifice which is im­
perfect is acceptable unto .Jehovah. John is made per­
fect, counted thus before God, through the merit of 
Christ Jesus, in order that he might be an acceptable 
sacrifice as a part of the body of Christ.

10Jehovah now begets John by his own will, by his 
Word of truth, and by giving to him his exceeding great 
and precious promises, that he shall be a partaker of 
the divine nature. (James 1 : 18 ;  2 Peter 1 : 3 , 4 )  He 
is thereby inducted into the body of Christ. Being in 
Christ he is now a new .creature, “ old tilings are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new.” — 2 Corinth­
ians 5 : IT.

llIn order for John to become a new creature he must 
make a covenant with the Lord Jehovah by sacrifice. 
The word covenant means contract. He could not make 
a contract himself, because imperfect. God would not 
make a contract with an imperfect creature except by 
the intervention of Jesus, the groat High Priest, as his 
advocate. John’ s part of the contract was the exorcise 
of faith in the blood of Jesus and a full and uncondi­
tional surrender of himself; and in order that he might 
be received by Jehovah, Jesus, as his advocate, stands 
sponsor for him by imputing his own merit and pre­
senting him to the Father. The Father’s part of the 
contract now is that ho gives to John his exceeding 
great and precious promises, by which he assures him 
that he shall be a part of the divine body of Christ, 
upon the condition that he (John) perform his part of 
the contract by being faithfully obedient unto death. 
When the time comes for gathering all the saints unto 
the Lord Jehovah he says: “ Gather my saints together 
unto me, those that have made a covenant with me by 
sacrifice.” — Psalm 50: 5.

12In this sacrifice John did not sacrifice his will, nor 
his mind, nor his heart; for to sacrifice a thing means 
to part with it completely, with no hope of recovery. 
He retained these faculties of his being, agreeing that 
they should be used in whatsoever way Jehovah would 
direct. Now he begins to exercise his mind, which the 
Lord has illuminated by the power of his holy spirit, in 
searching out the deep things of God’s Word, in order
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that he might ascertain what is God’ s will. (1 Corinth­
ians 2 :1 0 ,1 1 ; Romans 12 : 2 )  As he searches God’s 
Word and has his mind filled with things pertaining 
to the Lord’ s plan, the Lord reveals to him his good 
and acceptable and perfect will.

13The will of God is his expressed law toward man. 
John now uses his own will, or his faculty of determi­
nation in doing that which he ascertains to be the will 
of God concerning him. Henceforth his motives are to 
glorify the Lord and to do good unto all as he has 
opportunity. His affections are set upon things above 
and not upon things of the earth; and thus he has a 
change of heart. This treasure now he has, as St. Paul 
puts it, in an earthen vessel. His organism is the body 
of flesh. His will is to compel the flesh to do God’ s 
will and not permit the desires of the flesh to get the 
upper hand of him as a new creature.

14In making this covenant with the Lord by sacrifice 
John does not sacrifice his will, nor his mind, nor his 
heart. But his covenant is, that he would use these 
faculties in harmony with God’ s will. His constant use 
of these faculties, according to the terms of his covenant, 
will determine what shall be the result finally. I f he is 
faithful in the performance of his part of the covenant, 
God is always faithful to h is; and, as St. Peter puts it, 
if he does his part he is certain to have an abundant 
entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus ChrLt.

15What John really sacrifices, then, is that which 
results to him by reason of the merit of Christ’s sacri­

fice, namely, restitution Tights, or the right to live on 
earth as a human being. This he receives at the moment 
of justification and receives such right instantly, and 
which corresponds to that which the world will receive 
at the end of the thousand years of trial. Now he sacri­
fices such right to live and receives from Jehovah the 
promise of life on the divine plane; and during his trial 
time all of his faculties— will, mind, heart, body, every­
thing— must be used in harmony with the divine will; 
and being thus used is a living sacrifice (daily), and 
is his reasonable service.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY

What is the mind? W hat is the w ill? What is the heart? 1 3.
Does one at consecration surrender his mind and will and heart? 

1 1,  2 .

What is repentance? Conversion? How does John exercise his 
mind in the transition process from a false premise to a true 
one? 14.

After John has arrived at a conclusion as to what he should do, 
what faculty is then called into action? 1 5.

What is Christ’s merit? Is it the human life  or the value o f it?  
How is it made available for justification? 1 6.

W hat are the three steps to this point, and how proven? What is 
the result o f justification? What does John really sacrifice? 1 7, 
14, 15.

To have life eternal, why is justification imperative? What is the 
purpose o f justification during the Gospel age? 1 8 ,9 .

How is John inducted into the body o f Christ, and what is the 
result? 110.

What is a covenant? As John cannot make the contract himself, 
how is it made? W hat is John’s part? Jesus’ part? Jehovah’s 
part? 111.

Did John sacrifice his will, his mind, or his heart? How is the 
mind now exercised? 112.

What is the will o f God, and how is John’s will exercised? What 
is the heart, and how’ and where does it operate? 113.

What did John covenant to do? 114.
Docs justification mean the right to human life upon the earth? 

Does the sacrifice o f John then mean the surrender of this? 115.
The faithful performance of his covenant, consummated in death, 

results in what great inheritance? 115,14 .

PRAYER-MEETING TEXT COMMENTS
TEXT FOR JUNE 6

nGrieve not the holy spirit.” — Ephesians J/.:S0.

GRIEVE means to cause distress; to make sad; 
the power invisible that begets, anoints, and 
to cause heaviness. The holy spirit of God is 

seals us. Since God is love, his holy spirit or invisible 
power is always used in love. Since we have become 
children of his he loves us as members of his household. 
Dutiful children desire to please and strive to please 
their father. As members of the house of sons we should 
always strive to please both our heavenly Father and 
the Head of that house, Christ Jesus.

I f  an earthly parent had committed certain interests 
to his son, and that son should become indifferent, care­
less, negligent, and even speak disrespectfully of the 
cause for which his father stands, would that not bring 
grief to the father’s heart? Our heavenly Father, 
through his beloved Son, has committed to each one of 
his children who are members of the house of sons cer­
tain interests concerning his kingdom. His is the cause 
of righteousness. Satan and his representatives have

always reproached Jehovah and his cause of righteous­
ness. We should see to it, then, that we serve our Lord 
and our God and lend none of our faculties to the devil, 
by which he could reproach the truth and thereby cause 
our Father to be sad. If we do take a wrongful course, 
it brings sadness to our own mind and heart; and we 
are in grief.

Wc may avoid grieving the holy spirit by carefully 
and prayerfully watching for opportunities to glorify 
our Lord and joyfully to represent him, striving always 
to please him ; and thus doing, we shall be happy and 
come confidently to the throne of heavenly grace, know­
ing that the Lord will grant our every need as members 
of his holy family. “ And whatsoever we ask, we receive 
of him, because we keep his commandments, and do 
those things that are pleasing in his sight.”  (1 John 
3 : 22)  We shall be happy in trying to please the Lord; 
and thus the transformation into the likeness of his 
beloved Son will progress. It was he who said: “ I 
delight to do thy will, 0  my God; yea, thy law is 
within my heart.” — Psalm 40: 8.
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TEXT FOR JUNE IS
"Quench not the spirit."— 1 Thessalonians 5 :19 .

JESUS said to his followers: “ Ye are the light of 
the world. . . . Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and glorify 

your Father which is in heaven.”  (Matthew S: 14,16) 
It is the holy spirit of the Lord shining forth in our 
hearts that leads us to be faithful representatives of his, 
and thus makes us the light of this dark world. The 
people can see the difference between one who honestly 
and faithfully represents the Lord and the one who does 
not ; and the day is not far distant when even those of 
the world will give glory to God that he has had some 
faithful witnesses in the world.

Our privilege now is to be such witnesses or repre­
sentatives of our Lord. The more we are transformed 
into the likeness of our Head and King, the more 
brilliantly will our light shine.

Quench means to extinguish the light. I f we fail or 
refuse faithfully to represent our Lord, and on the con­
trary give ourselves oier to things pertaining to the

devil’s organization, our light will go out. Thereby wc 
shall quench the holy spirit. To have our light shining 
we must keep it trimmed and burning. A sour disposi­
tion which indulges in fault-finding, evil-surmising, and 
evil-speaking will soon find bitterness in the heart. The 
Apostle warns against such a root of bitterness spring­
ing up in the heart. (Hebrews 12: 15) I f  that bitterness 
develops, love will disappear and darkness will ensue. 
(Colossians 2 :1-3 , Diaglott) Following this course, the 
truth will soon lose its attraction. “ If therefore the 
light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that 
darkness!” — Matthew 6: 23.

To safeguard ourselves against such a disaster we 
must keep our Lord’s commandments with a joyful 
heart, doing with our might what our hands find to d o ; 
and see to it that our action in this regard is prompted 
always by love. A joyful activity in the Lord’s service 
will feed the flame of sacred love and cause our light 
to shine with increased brilliancy; and the transforma­
tion into the likeness of the Lord will be the ultimate 
result.

JEREMIAH, THE PROPHET OF COURAGE
■-------- J u n e  3------B o o k  o f  J e r e m i a h ---------

JLEKUrAII TAKES XO PAP. T IX PI I OR M A1 ! OX AOI EM TATI DTSn.", I I I. MED !.A M I 1 I I H I . S  HAS NO FRIENDSHIP FOB IDOLATOES
— GOD'S ARRANGE M EAT FOP, ISRAEL'S KEG A i IIERIXG.

“ M’uleh yc. stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, he stiony.”— 1 Corinthians IS: IS.

JEREMIAH was called to serve the Lord as his prophet 
m what were perhaps the most difficult circumstances 
of any in which such servants were called to minister; 

and for at least forty years he was a faithful mouthpiece 
for Jehovah. lie was called in the thirteenth year of 
J om all's  reign, and continued through the reign of Jehoia- 
kim and until the destruction of Jerusalem in the eleventh 
year of Zcdekiah. Ilis period of ministry therefore coin­
cides with the last forty years of the kingdom of Judah, 
when its iniquity was being visited upon it and it was 
hastening to destruction. (2 Chronicles 30:16) Every well- 
instructed Bible student knows that the fall of Jerusalem 
at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, with the consequent trans­
ference of the crown of Israel into gentile powers, besides 
being the point which marks the commencement of the 
Times of the Gentiles, is typical of the downfall of organ­
ized religion at the hands of dark world-forces of this 
present day. The overthrow of Jerusalem well represents 
tlie overthrow of organized religion now due. This being 
the ease, it is clear that Jeremiah’s forty years of service 
which synchronized with Israel’s last forty years as a 
kingdom must have special meaning for us.

2Jeremiah was called when very young: indeed, lie him­
self says: “I am a child” (Jeremiah 1 :6 ) , thereby prob­
ably referring to liis youth as well as to a felt immaturity. 
The work he was called to do needed an extraordinary 
character; and Jeremiah came to perceive that God had 
specially prepared him for his work, even as he said. (Jere­
miah 1: 5) Jeremiah reveals much of himself. He was of 
a nervous and highly-strung temperament, with much self- 
disesteem; but it is apparent he was just the man for the 
work which God required to be done.

s.Teremiah was instructed In his office and work by two 
visions. He was made to see a rod of an almond tree, the 
tree which hastens to flower out of the winter’s sleep; God 
indicating by this that he intended hastening liis word to 
perform it. (Jeremiah 1:11,12) He also saw a seething 
pot with its face turned as from the north; and the word 
of the Lord came to say this represented a great evil which 
was about to break forth from the north upon all the inhab­
itants of the land, and against Jerusalem and all the cities 
of Judah; for the judgments of the Lord were coming upon 
all these because of tlieir wickedness and idolatry. (Jere­
miah 1:13-10) The Lord touched his mouth, bade him be 
dismayed by none—else God would confound him before 
them : told hint lie should be a defenced city; that the kings, 
and (he princes, and the priests, and the people would fight 
against him but should not prevail.—Jeremiah 1:17-19.

JEREMIAH TAKES NO PART IN REFORMATION
4At tlie time of Jeremiah's call Josiah was king, and was 

endeavoring to bring about a revival of true worship. Sub­
sequent events show that the revival did not affect the 
people's hearts, and that it resulted in little more than a 
deeper stop into formalism. The reformation was but on 
the surface, and Jerusalem became in its hypocrisy and 
pride worse in the sight of God than idolatrous and wicked 
Samaria. (Jeremiah 3 :11) Truth seekers were few : Jere­
miah searched Jerusalem and failed to find one.—Jeremiah 
5 :1 , 31.

'There is no record of Jeremiah’s taking any part In the 
reformation under Josiah, though he could not fail to have 
been sympathetic with every good work. It is in this con­
nection that the value and meaning of the two visions which
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gave him his call are seen. Knowing what he did, Jeremiah 
could not very well enter into these works of reformation. 
He knew that nothin" that was going to happen would 
really alter the hearts of the people, and therefore he could 
take no part in that reformatory movement. Even so now, 
the Lord’s people who have been so clearly and definitely 
charged with a mission of heralding a message concerning 
the destruction of Christendom refrain from entering into 
any schemes which are intended to bring about a revival 
of religion. After the death of Josiah, who was slain in a 
misguided encounter with Pharaoh, Jeremiah was a lonely 
man in a wicked, hypocritical city. But the message he had 
from God, and the clear conviction of his call, enabled him 
to persist despite the growing opposition.

6After Josiah died Jeremiah began to declare his message 
more definitely, and it was not long before everyone was 
against him. (Jeremiah 26: 7-11) None of the people cared 
to have his witness against their wrong-doing and their 
wrong attitude towards God. Jeremiah told them of the 
desolation which must surely come. The king of Babylon, 
now dominant in the east, would come and carry them away 
captive; for the days of Jerusalem were numbered. Both 
city and temple would be destroyed; for this was the pur­
pose of God, and if they would save their lives they must 
submit. Jeremiah urged the people not to fight against 
Babylon, but to accept the conqueror’s power. He declared 
that it was God's purpose to have the land desolate for 
seventy years in order that it might fulfil its sabbaths, 
which either the greed of the people had prevented them 
from giving the land or else in their carelessness they had 
neglected. He advised them not to resist deportation, but 
to settle in Babylon; and that at the end of the time 
appointed God would return them from captivity.—Jeremiah 
27:12-22.

JEREMIAH DISESTEEMED BY ISRAELITES
7This “ word of Jehovah” was not at all acceptable to 

Jerusalem. Jeremiah was considered an evil adviser. They 
were God’s people; why should they be directed by a sup­
posed word of the Lord to look for residence in Babylon? 
Jeremiah's task was not the easiest; for his message seemed 
contrary to everything which their history led them to 
expect. Moreover, Isaiah, Jeremiah’s great predecessor, 
under somewhat similar circumstances had advised Jerusa­
lem not to make any compact with any enemy, but to trust 
in God for deliverance; and God had delivered them from 
the Assyrian power. Jeremiah’s message seemed contrary 
to all this. The reason for this difference is, of course, that 
circumstances were different. In Isaiah’s time it was not 
God’s purpose to give Jerusalem over to the hands of Baby­
lon ; but in Jeremiah’s time his forbearance had come to an 
end, and then such was his intention.

8God's messages are not always uniform. His servants 
are called to present the message he gives them without 
respect as to whether or not it conforms to something which 
has gone before. There are those who claim that every 
message of God must be consistent with whatever has been 
known of God’s providences. Those who demand such con­
sistency really want their own way. God's servants are 
called to obey, not to demand uniformity in the providences 
or service of God. Not only were the circumstances differ­
ent, but it pleased God to use his servants in different 
ways. Isaiah and his children were for signs in Israel; but 
Jeremiah was not allowed to marry, nor to have the conso­
lation of a wife and family and home life— equally a sign 
from God, who thereby signified the desolation which was 
coming upon Jerusalem.—Jeremiah 16:1-4.

9Jeremiah’s message in itself was no more pleasurable to 
bim than to Jerusalem; for like all true servants of God he

was an ardent lover of his people and nation. He was a 
true patriot, but was treated as an enemy. He was filled 
with sorrow because of the iniquity of the people, and his 
mission was all the more difficult to him because God would 
not permit him to plead for them. (Jeremiah 7:16) He 
wept much (9 :1 ) , and his sorrow was great; not for him­
self, but because of the wrong condition of his people, and 
because of the trouble he saw coming upon them. Men 
speak of Jeremiah as the weeping prophet, as if he were 
weak. He wept because he had strength of courage to show 
his sorrow. Not many servants of God rose higher in cour­
age than did faithful Jeremiah.

10So keenly did Jeremiah feel his message that on one 
occasion he left Jerusalem to go to Anathoth, his native 
village, three miles northeast from Jerusalem. He intimated 
that God had led him into something he did not expect. 
But he could not stay; for his message burned in his bones 
(Jeremiah 20 :7 ,9 ), and he came back to Jerusalem to 
continue his witness. At a certain stage in his witness he 
was told to go to the temple courts, and there in the pres­
ence of all the people declare his message; as if God would 
give them a last chance to repent. If they refused, they 
were to be told that the desolation which should come upon 
Jerusalem and the temple should be like the desolation of 
Shiloh—God would sweep it all away. The people refused 
to listen, and their leaders sought to have Jeremiah put to 
death. A division took place amongst the crowd. The 
priests and those who styled themselves the prophets of 
the Lord were set against Jeremiah, and would have put 
him to death for speaking evil against the city and the 
temple. But some of the princes, perhaps sons of Josiah, 
and many of the people took the part of Jeremiah.— 
Jeremiah 26: 7-11.

HAS NO FRIENDSHIP FOR IDOLATERS
“ That Jeremiah was no friend of Babylon is clear. He 

saw that dark power would sweep over all the world; for 
the nations were away from God. All were transgressors 
through pride. In words which admirably fit the world 
situation of the present day he spoke against all the sur­
rounding nations, saying that all of them should drink of 
the bitter cup of God’s wrath in righteous retribution for 
all their iniquity. None should escape, but Sheshach (Bab­
ylon, the instrument who should make them drink) should 
not escape; indeed, he should drain the cup.—Jeremiah 
25:15-38.

12In Jeremiah’s day the world was in a state of unrest 
comparable only to the unrest of today. There were the 
three great world-powers, Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon, in 
competition for power. This caused the world to be kept 
in commotion, so that every country was unsettled; and 
Jerusalem, God’s own city, was filled with corruption, and 
was being brought to desolation.

“ Besides the mental suffering which Jeremiah’s mission 
entailed he had also much physical suffering to endure. 
Pashur, a priest, smote him and put him into the stocks 
all night. On another occasion he was smitten by the 
princes, and thrust into prison. Very probably both these 
smitings were beatings, “forty stripes save one,” such as 
Paul also suffered. (2 Corinthians 11:24) He was publicly 
rebuked by the priests and the prophets as a depressor of 
the people: indeed they demanded that he be put to death 
because, they said, he “ weakened the hands of the people.” 
(Jeremiah 28:4) Jeremiah and his message were as up- 
popular, and in the eyes of the people of Jerusalem as 
unwholesome and harmful, as the message of truth and its 
messengers are today. “Your message is harmful,” say the 
leaders of Christendom; “ it depresses the people; you would 
serve the world’s cause better if you would join with us in
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something helpful.”  But Indeed they have nothing which 
promises to be of any more service to the present world 
condition than those princes of Jerusalem had as to any 
project which would cause the army of Babylon to loosen 
its death grip on the city. The Jeremiah class of this day 
will continue faithful to its Lord, as he d id ; and God will 
vindicate it, as he did Jeremiah.

14But Jeremiah was not only a messenger of coming 
trouble. He was to plant as well as to pluck up. He 
planted the seed of hope: they should return from Babylon 
after seventy years of captivity. And to confirm that hope 
he purchased from his cousin a piece of land in Anathoth. 
He had the transaction duly witnessed; thus expressing his 
confidence that Israel would return and again enjoy those 
fields and vineyards. (Jeremiah 32:6-15) But above all 
others he was the prophet of the New Covenant, that 
gracious provision whereby God will not only restore scat­
tered Israel, but will by them bless all the nations. Jeremiah 
saw that the coming desolation was a figure of a greater 
trouble: that there would be another captivity, with a dis­
persion of Israel to the ends of the earth; but that in later 
days God would regather his people for final settlement.

GOD’S ARRANGEMENT FOR ISRAEL’S REGATHERING
15Jeremiah foretold that then God would make a New 

Covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah ; one which should be better than that made with 
their fathers at Sinai, which because of their weakness 
they could not keep. God would gather them out of all 
countries whence they had been driven, would reestablish 
them in the land that lie had given to their fathers, and 
would write his law in their inward parts. He would then 
by the manifestation of his love, and by the operation of his 
spirit, give them an innate desire to serve him, and a love 
for righteousness which would enable him to bless them 
further until they had come to that mental, moral, and 
physical perfection which is God’s blessing for the restored 
human family. These things Jeremiah set forth in detail 
in chapters 31 to 33.

leLike all the other holy prophets Jeremiah tells of the 
times of restitution. (Acts 3:19-21) On one occasion he 
took some of the elders of Israel out of Jerusalem into the 
valley to watch a potter busy with his clay. The potter 
placed some clay on the wheel and shaped a vessel; but 
just as it was coming to perfection of shape, almost ready 
to be taken away to the kiln, a flaw was found. The work 
was wasted; the vessel in making was destroyed. But 
instead of casting away the clay the potter gathered it up, 
worked it together again, and again put it on the wheel. 
“ He made it again,” says Jeremiah ; and by this illustrative 
act tells how God will restore his people Israel. By this 
beautiful symbolic picture Jeremiah showed that Jacob was 
God’s chosen people; that though they proved to have defec­
tive matter in them, and the potter’s plans were apparently 
spoiled, and the clay waste, and despite all that had hap­
pened and would happen, God nevertheless would carry his 
purpose through, and would re-make them by the New 
Covenant which his love had designed. And this as truly 
illustrates God’s dealings with the whole human family. 
Moreover, every child of God can comfort himself by it

THE SONG
“ Reassurance I can claim 

Of our Father’s power 
As I sing the Song of Songs 

Sweetly, hour by hour.
Since I know that I am his,

Naught can do me harm!

with the assurance that God can re-make an apparently 
waste life if the heart is fully submitted to him.

17When at last the city fell, Jeremiah was specially cared 
for by the order of Nebuchadnezzar. His life was preserved, 
and lie was left in the land with the remnant. But even 
these who had been saved from the Babylonian destroyer 
would not listen to the word of the Lord. They were for 
going to Kgypt for safety. Jeremiah urged them not to do 
so; but they persisted and carried him with them. It is 
recorded that at last he was slain because he persisted in 
declaring that their way was contrary to the will of Jehovah.

18.Teremiah’s is a faithful record of hard service, lovingly 
and loyally rendered. He is one of those of whom it is 
recorded that time would fail to tell of their services to 
Jehovah.

lsIt would appear as if the Lord’s people of this day could 
not have a finer example than Jeremiah. There are powers 
In this day which would destroy the message of truth as 
Jehoiakim, that evil king, tried to destroy Jeremiah’s mes­
sage when he cut up the roll of the prophecies and cast 
them into the fire. Jeremiah went away and was for a 
time hidden from the king’s anger. But it was in order 
that he might have time to rewrite and add to the things 
already written. We believe that the Lord has already 
wrought out a similar circumstance in the persecution of 
1918; for truly out of the sharp experience of some of the 
brethren “ words have been added” to the former message 
which have been as the point of the sword. God will keep 
his own and will preserve them until they have completed 
their ministry.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
The ministry o f Jeremiah coincides with wlnit period o f time in 

antitype? V 1.
What is the meaning to us o f Jerusalem’s overthrow in G06 B. C. ? 

H 1.
W hat did Jeremiah say concerning himself? u 2.
How was Jeremiah instructed? How was the information imparted? 

113.
Who was king? For what did Jeremiah search without result? H 4. 
Why could not Jeremiah enter into the work o f reformation? i  5. 
Why did not the people receive Jeremiah’s message? ij 
Why was the land to lie desolate seventy years ? 1 6.
Why was Jeremiah’s task a hard one, and why were the people 

loath to accept his message as being from Johouih; 1i 7.
Are God’s messages always uniform? I f  not, why not? II 8.
What is pictured by Jeremiah not being privileged to m arry? U 8. 
Why was the Prophet tilled with sorrow? Is weeping an indication 

o f weakness ? f  9.
Was God good to the Israelites in having Jeremiah repeat his

message? U 10.
Who were the chief objectors to the Ford's message? U 10.
Why was not Jeremiah a friend of Babylon? Would he be a friend 

today? U ll .
What caused the commotion back there? What causes it todayln i2.
Did the priests magnify their office by showing kindness to Jere­

miah? n i3 .
Is there any truth in Christendom’s estimation of “present truth” ? 

11 13.
In what way did Jeremiah demonstrate he had faith in Israel’s 

restoration? l i t
Under what terms shall Israel’s restoration take place? fl 15.
By what symbolic picture did God show forth the times o f restitu­

tion? 1[ *1G.
What is the process by which God will re-make the human family? 

11 Hi
What happened to Jeremiah when the city fell, and by whose hands 

did he meet death? H 17.
Is Jeremiah yet to he rewarded for his faithful service? When? T 18. 
When was the “ roll of prophecies” in antitype "burned,” and how 

wore they rewritten ? H 19,

OF SONGS
“ He has set me as a seal 

Upon his heart and arm. 
Waters cannot quench his love, 

Many though they be! 
Neither can the floods prevail 

O’er his love to me.”



NEHEMIAH, THE BOLD BUILDER
------- J u n e  10------- B ook  o r  N e h e m ia h -------

NEHEMIAH THE FAITHFUL SERVANT---BOLD PROPHET INSPIRES LIFE IN JERUSALEM— REFORM ACCOMPLISHED BT RIGID MEANS,

“Be not ye afraid, of them: remember the Lord.”—Nehemiah 4 : 14.

THE destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar was 
almost absolute. Its walls were broken down, and its 
gates burned; the palaces of its princes were de­

stroyed ; and the splendid temple of Jehovah was burned 
to the ground. And for the long period of the seventy years 
of captivity, the city of David was little more than a heap 
of ruins. The foxes made their home in it, and now and 
again the wandering Arabs would go through its lonely 
streets. (Lamentations 5: IS) The surrounding hills no 
longer resounded with the hallelujahs of the temple service, 
nor with the wild cries of the faithless Jews as they reveled 
in their idol worship. For God had determined to waste 
both it anil the cities of Judah and to leave the land deso­
late, without an inhabitant.—Jeremiah 4 :7 .

2Wlien Gyrus gave the captives freedom to return to their 
homeland and rebuild the temple, it was not a great number 
who took advantage of the offer. Those who did so were 
led by Zorubbabel of the. royal line, and naturally they 
headed for Jerusalem. O11 their arrival they rebuilt the 
altar, and once again offered sacrifices to the Lord. The 
people immediately separated, “every one unto his own 
city,” and doubtless spent about three months cleaning and 
repairing their old homes. By the seventh month they were 
sufficiently settled; and then they “gathered themselves to­
gether as one man to Jerusalem,” and rebuilt the altar, and 
once again offered the regular sacrifices. (Ezra 2: 1,70; : 1)
No attempt seems to have been made to restore either the 
city walls or the gates; and Jerusalem still-presented a 
scene of desolation to the eye of the traveler, and of re­
proach to the faithful of Israel.

sThe people, well pleased to be back and to settle in their 
farms and homesteads, appeared to be but little concerned 
about the honor of their God. Now and again there appear 
to have been revivals of religious fervor; but Jerusalem, 
the city of their songs, the city of the great King, beautiful 
for situation, remained to outward appearance a desolated 
City. It was open to the attacks of any robber bands ; and 
Its inhabitants were not protected from the wild beasts 
which sometimes came up from the Jordan valley.

4It was eighty years after the time of Cyrus’ decree when 
Nehemiah was brought into immediate conned ion with the 
desolation of Jerusalem. He was in Persia, e\ ideally born 
there, and apparently had not had the privilege of leaxing 
the land of captivity for the homeland of his fathers.. lie 
was a trusted personal servant of the king, was one of his 
cupbearers, and evidently was known as a man of abildy. 
He tells how he came to be associated with the rebuilding 
of Jerusalem. His brother I-Ianani (Nehemiah 7 : 1, 2 1 either 
had visited Jerusalem and seen its condition or had heard 
from some who had recently arrived from there. It was 
reported that the inhabitants were in affliction and reproach ; 
the city walls were still broken down ; the gates were burnt, 
and there was no security for the people. Nehemiah's heart 
was touched as he heard this. For some days lie wept, and 
fasted, and prayed.

6Our lesson draws attention to Nehemiah as a bold builder. 
He certainly proved to be that; he was also a man of deep 
feeling, but his short memoirs reveal him first as a man of 
prayer. Concerned for the honor of God as well as for his 
people, his concern became one for prayer. lie knew that 
his people were suffering for sins, but he did not wait to 
try to bring about a general confession. He realized that 
whoever sees should act. He confessed for himself. “ Both 
I and my father’s house have sinned,” he said. (Nehemiah

1 :6 ) Here is a good example for all God’s people, espe­
cially for those who see and charge themselves with God’s 
interests. Each should seize his opportunity to be an inter­
cessor.—1 Timothy 2 : 1-4.

NEHEMIAH, THE FAITHFUL SERVANT
6Nehemiah was a Bible student, and was therefore ac­

quainted with the word of God through Moses. Day and 
night he pleaded the promises which I10 saw applied to the 
circumstances. (See Leviticus —G : 40-4G; Deuteronomy 4: 
25-31) ; and a few kindred spirits shared in fellowship with 
him. (Nehemiah 1:6-11) Feeling within himself the ability 
to do something, he wished to do what was possible; and 
so he placed himself in the proper attitude of heart before 
God. Like all other faithful servants of God he said: 
“Here am I, Lord; if it please thee, send me.” Differing 
from Isaiah and Jeremiah, who were specially called of the 
Lord, Nehemiah was more like Elijah, who sought the 
honor of his God and prayed for it, and whom, because of 
this, God used to his service. There are many who feel that 
they would like to do something for God, but who get little 
further than the desire; for they neither pray nor try to 
prepare themselves for service. These should follow Nehe- 
miah’s example.

7Nehemiah continued to serve, saying nothing to his royal 
master of that which was upon his heart, hut waiting on 
God. One day 1 lie king spoke to him because he noticed 
that Nehemiah’s countenance was sad. Unknown to him his 
heart was making its plea. This led the king to give Nehe­
miah a commission to go to Jerusalem, and at the king's 
expense to build the walls of the city. This was a notable 
thing; for it discloses a very large measure of liberality of 
mind, as well as a great trust in Nehemiah. This was no 
light thing even in the matter of expense; but it was known 
that the Jews were very patriotic, and it might easily have 
been supposed that if Jerusalem weie rebuilt they might 
rebel against Persian rule. But partly because of his confi­
dence in that matter, partly because of his great confidence 
in Nehemiah, and because God’s time had come, the king 
gave the decree. Nehemiah left Persia for Palestine, and in 
good time he and ins little company arrived in Jerusalem.

8Nehemiali’s energy and boldness, and his wisdom, are 
disclosed in his uction on his arrival in Jerusalem. First 
he went around the walls, but at night; for lie did not wish 
to draw attention to his purpose. When he saw what was 
needed he determined upon his course. He gathered together 
the rulers and i biers. and told them of his mission, of his 
commission from the king, of his purpose to rebuild the city 
walls, and of his plans ; and lie so enthused them with ins 
own ardor that they immediately prepared to help him. It 
was like a fulfilment of Psalm 110:3 (Rotherham) : “Thy 
people shall be volunteers in the day of thy power.”

BOLD PROPHET INSPIRES LIFE IN JERUSALEM
9From being a quiet sleepy place, Jerusalem suddenly 

sprang into life and movement. Nehemiah disclosed much 
organizing abiliiy. He arranged for all to do something, 
and, as far as possible to save time and to encourage zeal, 
that each of the builders should work nearest to his own 
house. It was a great piece of work, one which could be 
undertaken and accomplished only by willing cooperation. 
The movement on the waits of Jerusalem quickly aroused 
tiie opposition of the enemies of Israel. Three persons in 
particular are mentioned as opposing Nehemiah: Sanballat,
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a Moabite, a man in some authority, probably in Samaria 
(Nehemiah 4 : 1 , 2 ) ;  Tobiah, an Ammonite; and Geshem, 
an Arabian; all persons of some local note, but all enemies 
of Israel. First these mocked at the work that was being 
done, Tobiah being notable in this. With all his boldness 
Nehemiah was a sensitive man, and winced under the scorn 
of Tobiah. (Nehemiah 2:20) Then a scheme was formed 
for a sudden attack to be made on the Jews; but Nehemiah 
heard of it and frustrated it. (Nehemiah 4:8-15) Then 
attempts were made to argue with Nehemiah—anything to 
stop the work. Later, an open letter was sent by Sauballat 
to Nehemiah, saying that they charged the Jews with at­
tempted rebellion. This was a cunning move. It was the 
same which in Zerubbabel’s days had stopped the rebuilding 
of the temple for twenty years. Also, false prophets among 
his own people tried to mislead Nehemiah or to frighten 
him.—Nehemiah 6:10-14.

10But nothing deterred Nehemiah; for he was sure that he 
was doing the Lord’s work. So, working early and late, and 
with long spells during which they had time only to work 
and eat and snatch a little sleep, they completed the building 
of the walls in fifty-two days. It was, of course, a rebuild­
ing ; for the material was at hand. The huge stones which 
had been lying there for one hundred and fifty years were 
ready to be replaced. The world can produce few records 
of so much accomplished under so great difficulties in so 
short a time. How closely all this corresponds to the expe­
rience of the church today! Satan uses all possible means 
to hinder its work for the Lord. Railing, open opposition, 
suggested discussion as to the work, opposition from those 
who profess to speak for the Lord, declaring the work is 
wrong—all this is just a repetition of Nehemiah’s experience.

“ In all there were forty-two parties of workers, each 
having its own place of work allotted to it. This is a sym­
bolic number, and may yet be seen to be i; pical of the 
Lord’s present witnessing arrangement

12On an appointed day the rebuilt wall was dedicated to 
the Lord. (Nehemiah 12: 27-43) It was a busy day. Singers 
with musical instruments, cymbals, psalteries, and harps 
were appointed, chosen from the country round about, as 
well as out of the city ; for many of the neighboring villages 
had taken a share in the rebuilding. Nehemiah placed them 
in order, the elders of the people and the singers, and 
divided them into two companies. One company started 
one way round the wall, the other went the opposite w ay; 
and when they met, the day was made glad with the rejoic­
ings of the people. “They offered great sacrifices, and 
rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with great joy; 
the wives also and the children rejoiced; so that the joy of 
Jerusalem was heard even afar off.”—Nehemiah 12: 43.

REFORM ACCOMPLISHED BY RIGID MEANS
lsBesides the work of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, 

Nehemiah did much to regulate the social and economic 
life of the people. He found that many of the poor people 
were in bondage to their rich brethren. Indeed, they were 
held as slaves. Nehemiah’s indignation was stirred; it was 
a cruel wrong that those who had been held captive by 
Babylon should now hold their brethren in slavery. He 
appealed to the hearts of the rich, and they gladly released 
their brethren from bondage and gave them material help. 
He took an oath of the priests; for apparently they were 
specially to blame. Perhaps he saw they were profiting by 
the misfortunes of the poor.

“ Nehemiah shook his lap, and said: “ So God shake out 
every man from his house, and from his labor, that per- 
formeth not this promise, even thus be he shaken out, and 
emptied. And all the congregation said, Amen, and praised 
the Lord. And the people did according to this promise.”

(Nehemiah 5:1-13) Human nature untouched by grace 
almost always follows the same course. Like the man in 
the parable, these richer people forgot how much of grati­
tude they owed to God for their freedom from Babylon. 
Had they remembered, they would not have enslaved their 
poorer brethren. Gratitude towards God is a wonderful 
regulator of conduct.

15It seems probable that Nehemiah returned to Persia on 
two occasions during the time covered by our record of his 
labors. Each time he returned to Jerusalem, he found the 
need for reminding his brethren of their obligation towards 
God. After a prolonged absence he found that the Levites 
were not being supported (Nehemiah 13:10) ; the sabbath 
was not respected; some trod their winepresses on that day, 
some gathered their com, some their grapes; and much 
trading was done, chiefly by strangers who brought goods. 
Nehemiah settled the latter trouble by threatening to lay 
hands on the traders who tempted the Jews on the sabbath 
with their wares.—Nehemiah 13:15-21.

16Nehemiah also found a disheartening thing: There were 
many mixed marriages, specially with Moab and Ammon; 
and all classes were involved. (Ezra 9 :1 ,2 ; Nehemiah 13: 
23) Even the chief priest was allied by marriage both to 
Tobiah the Ammonite and to Sanballat. (Nehemiah 13: 4, 28) 
Nehemiah, partly in conjunction with Ezra, brought about 
a complete cleansing of this evil. It was a hard thing to 
d o ; for these two aliens had been the means of bringing 
many women of Moab and Ammon into Israel. Nehemiah 
saw that if this thing were condoned God could not bless 
his people; that the evil would eat into the life of his 
brethren, and they would again become like the nations 
round about. Neither the rebuilding of the temple nor the 
city walls, nor a resuscitation of national favor could avail 
anything if the people were to mingle in marriage with 
these idolatrous natic.j. To do this was not only a trans­
gression of the law, and therefore a violation of their cove­
nant ; but it really meant that they repudiated the covenant 
and did not want to be a people separated unto God.

“ Nehemiah was rough in some of his ways, but evidently 
God raised him up for the wrork. Some Jews he took by 
the hair and shook, and caused them to swear they would 
not do this thing; another he chased out from him. (Nehe­
miah 13:28) Rough, crude, but effective measures were 
these, but apparently suited to the occasion. Rough work 
must sometimes be done. The Tobiahs who have their 
household stuff in the courts of the Lord’s house frequently 
need rough measures to clear them out. These are the 
limpets that hold on to whatever good things there may be, 
but at heart are strangers to the welfare of Israel. Tobiah 
was no friend of the Jews, but he was very well pleased to 
live in the courts of the house of God. It is not easy to 
remove these; and there are always some who sympathize 
with them when God’s Nehemiahs would cleanse the courts 
of the Lord’s house.

BOLD TOWARD ENEMIES; HUMBLE TOWARD GOD
“ Nehemiah’s artless pleading, “Remember me, my God, 

for good,” shows that however bold he was towards the 
enemies of his people and his God, he was very meek and 
humble before his God. The lessons we very readily draw 
from his faith and his work are: (1) Care for God’s 
interests, and (2) for the good of his people. These two 
things brought him into prominence, and made him one of 
those who are to be princes in the kingdom of God. Prob­
ably it is true to say that these have been the two leading 
thoughts to occupy the minds of all faithful servants of 
God. It is particularly the case in the Old Testament 
records; and it is certain that those of the consecrated 
who control their lives, seeking the honor of God and tha
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good of God’s people, will be rewarded by him in being 
placed where they will have the further and greater privi­
lege of doing this, not in weakness and by prayer, but in. 
the power and glory of the kingdom.

10The rebuilding of Jerusalem by Nehemiah may properly 
be considered as representing the building of Zion in this 
day of the Lord’s return. AYhile the whole time of rebuild­
ing is a time of rejoicing because the Lord, our Nehemiah 
(the Comfort of Jehovah), is with us, it is specially true 
that since 1918 the church has had a time of rejoicing. A 
great deal of the work necessary to the reestablishment of 
the truth had been done. The church walks round the walls 
of Zion (Psalm 4S: 12,13), marks her bulwarks, considers 
her palaces, ready to tell to the generation following that 
because Zion is established millions now living will never 
die.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
A re  there indications that Jerusalem lay waste seventy years'5 H 1. 
What good king permitted the Israelites to return to their homo- 

land? K 2.
Did they honor God in the privileges they enjoyed in returning?  ̂3.

What did Nehemiah do on hearing o f the broken-down condition of 
Jerusalem? if 4.

What noble characteristics had Nehemiah? Why should we emulate 
them ? H 5.

In what way was Nehemiah like Elijah? How did these two differ 
from Isaiah and Jeremiah? 1f 6.

What led up to Nehemiah’s receiving the commission to rebuild the 
walls of Jerusalem? f  T.

What did Nehemiah first do? How did he get the people’s coopera­
tion? US.

How did Nehemiah display wisdom? Did he have opposition*5 *! 9.
In what way do God’s people have similar experiences to Nehe- 

miah's? 11 10.
What were the procedure and happifying experiences when the re­

built wall was dedicated? H 12.
What -dirred Nehemiah's indignation? What did he do to correct 

a b u se s?  1 H 3 .
Our conduct toward God and the brethren is largely regulated by 

what 5 H 14.
On his return from Persia what did Nehemiah find? How did lie 

rebuke the evil doers'5 H 15.
Whv was it wrong for Israelites to marry those o f other nations? 

What is the antitype? U 16.
Did Nehemiah soinolimes use strenuous measures in l-ns rol'orm 

\\ork,J Is it better to be Nehemiahs than Tobiahs? HIT.
What lesson is to be drawn from the faith and work of this bold 

Prophet*5 *18.
Why is this in antitype a particular time for the “ Israelites indeed” 

to rejoice? U 19.

ESTHER, THE PATRIOT QUEEN
---------J u k e  17------B o o k  o f  E s t h e b -------- -

ESTHER’ S TACT IN  SAVING TH E  JE W S— LO YALTY OF MORDECAI AND H IS  ADVANCEMENT— ESTHER M A IN TA IN S TH E K IN G ’ S FAVOR.

“ Who knoiceth whether thou art not come to the Kingdom for such a time as this?"—Esther : V\.

BECAUSE the book of Esther does not mention the name 
of God, its right to a place in the Bible has been dis­
puted. That fact, however, does not lessen the confi­

dence of the Bible student in respect to its right to be there; 
for though God is not specifically mentioned, yet the hook 
is full of his providences. Indeed, in its revelation of the 
care of God over his people, ns well as in its human interest, 
it may almost be said to be the most interesting book in the 
Bible. Its date is about 490-480 B. C., and it relates to a 
special experience of the Jews in Persia. Esther, a Jewish 
maiden of the tribe of Benjamin, became queen consort of 
Ahasuerus (Xerxes), king of Persia, when that kingdom 
extended from India in the east to Ethiopia in the west. 
The circumstances whicli brought her into so prominent a 
place in the Bible and in the history of her people are 
singular.

2The king prepared for all the princes and servants of his 
realm a great feast which lasted for six months. (Esther 
1 :1-4) At the end of that time he made a special feast in 
the palace gardens. Wine was drunk in abundance from 
vessels of gold, and every man drank according to his 
pleasure. The queen, Vashti, also made a feast for the 
women in the royal house. On the last day, when the king 
was merry with wine, he sent his seven chamberlains to 
bring Queen Vashti adorned with the royal crown; for he 
would show the princes and the people her beauty. The 
queen refused even at the risk of her life to suffer the 
indignity of being exhibited before the people. The impe­
rious monarch, not accustomed to have liis commands dis­
obeyed, became very wroth, and his anger burned. The 
great 1’ersian Empire was then the mightiest the world 
had known, but this refusal by the queen to obey her lord’s 
demand shook it to its foundations. A state council was 
held to consider what should be done. The wise men delib­
erated, and advised the king that an unalterable decree 
should be made that Queen Vashti should be deposed, that 
the women everywhere under Persian dominion should give 
their husbands honor, and that every man should rule in 
Uis own house. The decree was published in every part of 
the king’s dominion; and the empire ceased to rock, and

settled In peace. Chanter 2 :1  seems to indicate that the 
king was somewhat regretful at losing Vashti. I’rob iliiy he 
saw that she had saved him from the disgrace into which 
his wine-heated head would l ave led him. Then, contrary 
to the usual custom, but in the providence of God. oilicers 
were appointed to search tire vast dominion to find maidens 
from whom one should be chosen to he queen instead of 
Vashti. The choice at last fell upon a young J e w e s s .  
Hadassah, an orphan brought up as liis own (laughter by 
her uncle Mordecai. The king loved her: she was named 
Esther (a star) ; and when she was made queen, a great 
feast was prepared and prisoners everywhere were released. 
She did not disclose the fact that she was a Jewess, how­
ever.—Esther 2 :10.

ESTHER’S TACT IN SAVING THE JEWS 
3Some time after, Mordecai, m royal service, “at the 

king’s gate,’’ heard of a conspiracy against the king’s life 
and told Esther, who told it to the king in Mordecai’s name. 
'Plie conspirators were hanged; and the record of this was 
written in the king's book of chronicles. About this time an 
Amalekite, Hainan, got into the king’s favor and was ad­
vanced above all the princes; and the king gave command 
that all his servants in the palace gate should bow and 
reverence TIaman whenever he passed. But Mordecai “bowed 
not nor did him reverence.” The others resented this action, 
especially when he told them he was a Jew. Hainan was 
Piled with wrath, but on learning that Mordecai was a Jew 
considered him too insignificant to trouble himself with, 
but determined on a plan “to destroy all the Jews that were 
throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.” (Esther 3: 6) 
He told the king there was a people scattered abroad in the 
kingdom whose laws did not permit them to keep the king’s 
laws, and that it was therefore not for the king’s profit to 
tolerate them. He also suggested they should be destroyed 
and offered 10.000 talents of silver to meet the expense. 
Without special consideration the king agreed. The money 
was accepted, and Human was told to do as he pleased. 
(Esther 3 :11) After lots were cast to find a lucky day, 
the lot fell upon a day nearly a year ahead (auother provl-
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deuce of God, which saved the Jews). Letters sealed with 
the king’s ring were then sent to every part of the king’s 
dominion, commanding that on the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month “all Jews both young and old, little children 
and women” were to be destroyed.

4\Vhen Mordecai perceived to what his refusal to bow to 
Hainan had led, he put on sackcloth and went out into the 
midst of the city and cried with a loud and bitter cry ; and 
in every province there was great mourning amongst the 
Jews. Esther heard of Mordecai’s mourning, and sent to 
him. Her messenger was told of the plot. Mordecai sent 
her a copy of the decree and told the messenger to charge 
Esther that she should make supplication before the king 
for her people. Esther sent word of her difficulty. Mordecai 
returned answer: “Think not with thyself that tliou slialt 
escape in the king’s house more than all the Jews.” (Esther 
4:13) Esther returned a noble reply: “Go, gather together 
all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for 
me, and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day: 
I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go 
in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and if 
I perish, I perish.”—Esther 4:16.

5After fasting she adorned herself with her queenly gar­
ments and ventured unasked into the king’s presence. He 
graciously received her, and promised to respond to what­
ever request she made. She asked him and his favorite 
minister to a banquet. During the banquet the king asked 
Esther what her petition was and promised to grant it. 
Perhaps to emphasize the request, and surely in God’s 
providence, she asked that the king and Haitian would come 
again on the morrow. This; sent Hainan forth with a jo>fui 
heart; but l)is happiness fled when he saw Mordecai at the 
king's gate and that he moved not for him. He told his 
v, jfe and his friends of all the glory of his riches, and the 
fact that he had advanced above the princes; bur that all 
this availed nothing “so long as I see Mordecai the Jew 
sitting at the king’s gate.” (Esther 5:13) They advised 
him to-make a gallows seventy-five feet high, and on the 
morrow to ask the king that Mordecai should be hanged, 
and then to go and be merry with the king.

LOYALTY OF MORDECAI AND HIS ADVANCEMENT
“That night the king could not sleep, and had his book of 

chronicles brought. He might have called for many other 
thine.--, or other passages in the book might have been 
chosen; but his servants read of the occasion when Morde­
cai was the means of saving the king's life. The king asked 
wh.it reward had been given to Mordecai. They said: None. 
At that moment Hainan was come into the outer court to 
ask the king for permission to hang Mordecai. Unman was 
announced. The king said: “ I.et him come in.” lie came 
in The king said: “ What shall lie done unto the man 
whom the king delighteth to honor?” Hainan thought only 
of liim-elf: so lie suggested that the royal apparel should 
be put upon the man, a crown royal be put upon his head, 
and tin- king's horse should be in-ought for the man to ride 
on, and Unit one of the king's most notable princes should 
specially dress (lie man and lead him through the streets, 
proclaiming as they went: “Thus shall it he done to the 
man whom the king delighteth to honor.” The king said to 
Hainan: “ Make haste, do ns thou hast said to Mordecai 
the Jewr: let nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken.” 
(Esther 6: 6,9,10) It was done, and 1-Inman's mortification 
was complete. lie  went home and covered his head. Eater 
he went to the banquet.

7 When the king again asked Esther what her petition 
was, to the king’s surprise she pleaded for her life and 
that of her people, and told him they were sold to be 
destroyed. The king said: “ Who is he, and where is he,

that durst presume in his heart to do so?” And Esther 
said : “The adversary and enemy is this wicked Hainan." 
(Esilier 7 :5 ,6 ) The king rose in wrath and went out to 
the garden. lie came back to find Haman fallen upon the 
queen’s couch. The king’s anger rose higher. The attend­
ants heard what the king had to say, and they took Haman 
and covered Ills face. One of them told the king of the 
gallows prepared for Mordecai, and the king said: “Hang 
him thereon.” On the same day the king gave the house of 
Haman to Esther. Mordecai was brought in and the king 
gave him the ring he had taken from Haman. Esther fell 
at the king’s feet and br-ought him to undo the mischief 
which had been devised. Her plea is a model of modest, 
earnest, forceful, womanly pleading. It almost seems as if 
the account of Vashti’s refusal to obey is intended to show 
the contrast.

8The king’s word could not be revoked; but other letters 
were sent granting the Jews to stand up against their 
enemies, and to destroy all w-ho would destroy them. This 
method of dealing with the situation disclosed the real 
enemies of Israel; for all the peaceably disposed would be 
glad to know the order for destruction was revoked as far 
as was possible. When the records of the “ lucky” day came 
in, it was found that of the enemies of the Jews (probably 
not Persians; for they were not specially enemies of the 
Jews, and both were worshipers of one God) 75,000 persons 
endeavoring to destroy the Jews were themselves destroyed, 
But the Jews touched not one bit of spoil. Solomon said: 
“The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing 
thereof is of the Lord” (IToverbs i6 :33 ) ; and here surely 
is the Scriptural record of the fulfilment of the proverb. 
In view of Saul’s disobedience il seems fitting that the 
Amalekite power was destroyed by Mordecai and Esther 
of the tribe of Benjamin : it is as if the Lord permitted the 
i ribe 1o retrieve its fori'.er failure.—1 Samuel 9 :1 , 2 ; 15 : S : 
Kstlier 2 :5 : 3 :1 ;  Nr.r.ii.- iv 24 ; 5, 7, 20.

ESTHER MAINTAINS THE KING’S FAVOR
9Ahasuerus was much more interested at this time than 

when lu- thoughtlessly sold tiie Jews. He was ready to 
grant Esther any further request; and she, knowing that 
the Jews’ enemies in the capital city were still powerful, 
then asked (lie right for her people to attack again on the 
morrow, also that Hainan’s sons killed in the attack should 
now be hanged. Esther has been blamed for this action ; 
but there is no reason for attributing low or vindictive 
motives to her. Bather, in view of the facts, we should 
think of her as having a desire to fulfil God’s will by the 
extermination of the Amalekites. and so save her people. 
It is proper to assume these enemies were of the same spirit 
as Haman and his sons, even if they were not actually 
Amelekites. Mordecai and Esther designed to have these 
days commemorated by the Jews forever. They therefore 
sent letters everywhere naming the two days, the 14th and 
15th of Adar, Purim (or the “ lot” ) ; and Esther confirmed 
them with a decree. The Jews still keep the feast of Purim 
unto ibis day. Mordecai was from this time advanced to 
the highest place in the kingdom, and was a means of much 
blessing to his people. It was in the springtime the Jews 
got this deliverance; it was to them therefore a happy new 
year into which they entered, saved from their enemies, 
and with the blessing of God upon them.

10Besides lessons respecting the overruling providences of 
God, and the wonderful deliverance of his chosen people in 
a time of great distress, there are many lessons to be drawn 
from this story. Mordecai’s faithfulness to the king reminds 
us of (lie fact that right-minded men give their best, and 
continue to do so even though their meritorious actions are 
not immediately rewarded. Mordecai’s service in advising
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o f the conspiracy was done without seeking reward. Good 
deeds always tell; they never die. Ahasuerus’ book of 
chronicles reminds us that God has a similar book in which 
are recorded the things done by those who think upon his 
name; that is, by those who look after his interests as 
Mordecai looked after his king’s. (Malachi 3 :16) Mordecai 
is an example; but how much more should we who are 
begotten of the holy spirit of God, and who have taken the 
name of Christ, look after the interests of our King and 
our God!

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
W hat evidence have we that the boob of Esther belongs to the 

Bible? % 1.
W ho was Esther? About when did she live? Of what empire was 

she a subject? Who was king? How great Mas the empire? U 1, 2. 
W hat were the circumstances that led Queen Vasliti to refuse the 

king’s request to appear before him? How did this affect the 
kingdom, and what did the state council advise? U 2.

How was Esther chosen? Was the choice a manifestation o f God’s 
providence? f  2.

W ho was Mordecai? Was he a faithful servant? 1 2, 3.

What great honor was bestowed upon Hainan? Who refused him 
obeisance? H 3.

What Avas Haman’s scheme? What did he offer to do to destroy
the Jews? T[ 3.

What did Mordecai then do? What was the instruction to Esther? 14.
Was it dangerous to enter the king’s presence unbidden? Was 

Esther brave and tactful? Why was Haman sad? What did his 
friends advise? If 5.

Was it in God’s providence that the king could not sleep, and that 
he called for the book of chronicles to be read ? H 6.

What took place at the eventful moment when Haman was an­
nounced for admission to the king’s presence? Was Haman 
humiliated ? 1 6.

What dramatic scene was now enacted within the royal palace? 
What great change was taking place for the blessing o f the 
Jewish people?  ̂ 7.

As the Persian law was irrevocable, how did the king manage to 
overcome his former decree of destruction? f  S.

Why was it  befitting that the Amalekite power should be destroyed 
through the agency o f Mordecai and Esther? If 8.

In what way did Ahasuerus manifest his love for his queen? What 
was Esther’s further request? H 0.

Should Esther be charged with selfish motives entirely, or was her 
display o f wisdom part o f God’s providence? If 9.

What is the feast o f Purim, and why is it so called? 19 .
What lessons may we draw from this narrative? 110.

INTERESTING LETTERS

DISTRIBUTING “PROCLAMATIONS” ''TN GERMANY
" w.a b  B rother  R uth erford  :

With thankful heart and great appreciation I am re­
minded of your kind help which enabled us to have four 
ard one-half millions of the “Proclamation” printed. The 
plain and true witness set forth in the “ Proclamation’’ 
brought great joy and happiness to the Lord’s children 
h( re ; and it was a pleasure to read the letters of apprecia­
tion received from all over the country, and to learn how 
blest the friends were in distributing these to rich and 
poor, high and low, and thus advertising the King and his 
kingdom.

Through the “Proclamation” the attention of thousands 
of friends of the truth was called to the importance of 
“ searching the Scriptures,” thus to find the wonderful plan 
and the loving dealings of our Lord. Among the worldly 
there was great surprise. Both leaders and workers were 
astonished at the steadfast and resolute statements given 
in this timely publication.

A brother wiio was formerly a cavalry captain in the 
German army writes u s : “The ‘Proclamation’ has fallen 
down like grenades of the heaviest sort all over the coun­
try.” The same brother sent the Kaiser a copy in a regis­
tered letter, and is in receipt of a reply stating that it was 
duly received. From this office we sent a copy to the Presi­
dent of the German Empire, Mr. Ebert, and have received 
word that it was delivered to him. We also sent copies to 
all the delegates of the Imperial Diet, and are in receipt of 
a reply stating that the copies were all distributed.

We are now preparing to get the names and addresses of 
all ordained ministers and schoolteachers in this country. 
As soon as this list is completed we would be glad to send 
each on the list a “ Proclamation.” But, dear Brother 
Rutherford, we are entirely out of them. Our four and 
one-half million were shipped and distributed, and daily we 
are receiving letters asking for more. Through the W a c h t  
t e r m  we have asked that all the classes throughout the 
country let us know whether they have any “ Proclama­
tions” left, in order that we may dispose of them. But 
instead of returning any copies, the classes are asking us 
for more. The love and zeal of all the brethren in adver­
tising the King and his kingdom now at hand by means of 
these “Proclamations” convince me that it is the will of 
the Lord that we should have two millions more printed.

Doubtless you realize the enormous additional expense

which this would involve, and you know that we have not 
the means to undertake this proposition without your assist­
ance. Therefore I am taking the liberty of asking your 
help, dear brother; and I am sure that you will he able to 
arrange matters to the advantage of the Lord’s work.

[Ed. Note: Two million more ordered printed.]
I take this opportunity to thank you again for the remit­

tances transferred to us through the Central European 
Office in Zurich, which enabled us to purchase the material 
for “Proclamations,” Stu d ies  in  t h e  S criptu res , and other 
literature. Be assured of my great appreciation for all your 
assistance in both spiritual and financial welfare, and ac­
cept hearty greetings and best wishes from your brother 
and colaborer, through God’s grace,

P a u l  B a l ze r h e it— Germany.

GOD’S HAND
D ear  F riends  in  C h r i s t :

I wish to say to you that each day, in the morning, at 
noon and in the evening I always remember you at the 
throne of heavenly grace. I feel that I can hardly pray 
enough for the dear brothers everywhere, nor do I feel that 
I can thank my heavenly Father enough for this light which 
he has given me, and for the true friends such as you. I 
hope that all are striving to be as true as I am myself, 
although I still have many shortcomings and need your 
prayers very badly, especially just now.

I must tell you a few things about myself: I have been 
in the grain business for some twenty years, and as you 
perhaps know, it is next to impossible to be strictly straight 
and be with a big concern. I have prayed to God for the 
past year and a half to let me see his will in this; and if 
it would be better for me to leave this business, all well 
and good.

Now this concern has asked me to steal from thirty to 
forty pounds of grain on each load of wheat brought by the 
farmers to the elevator; and because I could not see my 
way clear to do that at all, I am to be let out. I can see 
God’s hand in this. But, dear brethren, see how badly I 
need your prayers now. I do not want to go back to the 
grain business, but as yet it has not been made clear to me 
what to go at.

Knowing that you will remember me in your prayers, I 
remain,

Yours in the service of our dear Lord, G. A., Minn.
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“HARP” MELODY
D e a k  B r e t h r e n :

The "Harp of God” has been read with intense upprecia- 
tion and tlianksgiving to our Father for giving us such a 
clear exposition of liis plan. The arrangement of the 
“strings” is different from any previous showing and is, 
I believe, correct. The proof of this and also of the fact 
that the production is of God through his appointed chan­
nel, is as follows:

In giving the picture of tiro Harp it seems that an 
analogy can be drawn, that a player would use his two 
hands to bring out the music. ‘ 'onserpiently h\e of the 
strings would be played by the left hand, stud ihe by the 
right. In the fact that one hand is always more dexterous 
than the oilier, we see a fitting symbol of the minor and 
major chords. Imagine, then, a harper using his left hand 
to bring out the minor, and the right hand to respond on 
the major; or, equally good, suppose the left to use the 
treble while the right would sound out the accompanying 
bass. See bow this would apply to our XIa e p , using a string 
for each linger, quoting the pages for reference:

Left or Minor Chords Light or Major Chords
CREATION

First man of the earth, 
earthy.—I’age 2S, par. 30.

RESURRECTION OE JESUS
(1 Corinthians 15 ) 

The Everlasting Fatlter.- 
Fage 104, par. 2 10.

JUSTICE .\I\M 1EST IN  CON­
DI u v  v n o N

Page 40, par. 40, 50.

M YSTERY REVEALED
Justice condoning.' -Page 

104, par. O.'il).

AI l RVi r V ' l l C  PROMISE 
(Tying of promise.—Page On. 

par. OS.

1URTH OF JESUS
“A body hast thou prepared 

me.”—Page 300, par. 516. 
Tile Head.—Page 90, par. 

142, 143.

LORD S PRESENCE
Gallioinig of Two .Seeds 
p r o n u s c d ,  \ i / ,  Saints, pages 
235-2-10; Fles'd.v Seed, page 
249, Itegallieiing of Israel.

GLORIFICATION OE CHURCH
Page 306, par. 531.--The 

feet members.

RANSOM
“To seek and to save that 
winch was lost.”— Page 141, 

par. 243, 244.

RESTITUTION
“The redemption of the pur­
chased possession.” — I’age 
321, par. 540, 541; page 326, 

pur. oo'2.

Surely this correspondency is not accidental!
Praying the Lord’s continued guidance, and with much 

love in the Lord,
Yours in his service, G e o . C a l c u t t —Scotland.

CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH
D e a r  B r o t h e r  R u t h e r f o r d  :

I have the great privilege to convey unto you the love and 
greetings of the Hamburg ecclesia. Sunday afternoon meet­
ing, December 31st, was the most wonderful convention of 
1922. In the morning hours eighteen signiiied Unit they hud 
made a consecration to the Lord, and desired to .sjmbolize 
that consecration by water immersion. Although we have 
been blest throughout the whole vear by so many Berean 
studies and prayer-meeting texts, which the dear Lord 1ms 
provided by the Society for each Sunday, notwithstanding 
we could observe that these blessings received have in a 
certain measure reached their height of enjoyment.

The consideration of our dear Lord and Head in the

different features of his character has proved very help­
ful, that we may the better grow into iiis likeness. Tiie 
doctrinal study at the meetings, and the practical study in 
daily life, gave evidence that our Lord is still leading and 
guiding his sheet)— if we are willing to be “sheep” indeed. 
The class lias, under his guidance, since January, 1921, 
decided to have each Sunday one hour for W a t c h  T o w e r  
Berean study and the other hour for consideration of the 
prayer-meeting text.

In gratitude to the Lord and his “ vessels” in Bethel, 
whom he is still using to refresh his dock, a resolution was 
offered that all assembled friends will keep a firm stand 
for ike Lord and the Souit.v by earnestly contending for 
tiie laith which was once delivered unto the saints. About 
four hundred friends without a single exception arose to 
their feet, and by unanimous vote agieed to adopt this 
resolution. I have been asked to write you that they have 
a pleasant memory of your visit oil May 12, 1022.

You will be glad to know that the work of the Lord gi es 
on well here. Nine meetings have been arranged to study 
the II vur o f  G o d . These mootings are especially for inter­
ested ones and for friends not long in the truth. Eight 
elders and three deacons are very busy helping people to 
the lull! Besides that, the colporteuring work is doing the 
best: more than -,JOO books are sold every month.

Your biother in ins grace and service,
H. v o n  A h l f t e n , Germany.

“POUNDS” ARTICLE APPRECIATED
D e v i ; B r e t h r e n :

I want to express my appreciation of the helpful articles 
in the Tow i:k. especially the article on "Tiie Pounds,” in tiie 
February 1st Tovvr.it. I am impressed w::li the fact that I 
am not read the-e .•'■tides to know wlmt lessons apply 
to Bucher iso-and-lso. o n  io got the lessons that apply to 
my.seli. I find that I cannot get tiie depth of these lessons 
without reading those articles over and over. I believe that 
the most aceptable service Jesus of Nazareth ever rendered 
to the heavenly Fattier was while looking after God’s inter­
ests in ihe narrow way of sacrifice, and I feel that I perhaps 
can render more acceptable service now, if faithful to the 
extent of my ability, than at any future time. I got the 
thought from the T ow er  that I  want to be not only a 
recipient of the Father’s blessings that bring me joy, but 
also a blessing to Mm and bring joy to his great loving heart.

I notice that the brethren who have the best-developed 
characters are those who have been most active in the 
liouse-to-liouse work, and I have gotten a far greater bless­
ing in tins work than in any other branch of his .service. 
I know that some elders are missing this great blessing; 
and that it is essential for the elders thus to humble them­
selves is proven by the fruits of character manifested by 
those wlio have appreciated this privilege.

I feel that God has not given us the S t u d i e s  and T o w e r  
for our entertainment, but that we might know what is his 
will concerning us. Having obligated myself to do his will, 
I w.uit to know wliut his will is, and then faithfully to 
fulb! my obligation to him by doing my bit in looking after 
his interests. I desire to have a part in the kingdom work 
beyond the vail, with a spiritual body; but realizing that 
kingdom work is going on now, I want to be accustomed 
to doing kingdom work with the body I have now lest I be 
among the "servant” class.

During this year I wish to double my efforts in whatever 
wav the Father is pleased to use me to “advertise the King 
and bis kingdom.”

With Christian love, E. J. B u l l o c k , .Y. F.



M em aiional Bible Students A ssociation G asses
Lectures and Studies by Traveling Brethren

BROTHER T. E. BARKER BROTHER G. R. POLLOCK
Cecilia, K y...........
Rineyville, Ky. ... 
Brandenburg, Ky

.May 31, June 1
.......June 3, 4

”  K R
Tell City, Ind. ............
Owensboro, Ky..............
Beech Creek, Ky. ____

....June 14
.. ” 15

Walsenburg, Col. 
Denver, Col..........

............  June 1
....... 3
................. 4

Cheyenne, W yo............
Sterling, Col............. .

.June 8, 1® 
11 
1%

. . .  ” * ’-10 14
” 11 .... ”  19 ............... ” C» Cripple Creek, Col. ... 

Colorado Springs, Col,
. •’ 13,17

Magnet, Ind........ ....... ”  12, 13 Paducah, Ky. .............. .... ”  21 Greeley, Col......... . ’ 18

BROTHER J. A. BOHNET BROTHER V. C. RICE

Lone Oak, Tex. ............... J une 3 Dal las, Tex................ Gaines, Pa.............. ............. June 1 Alexandria, Pa........... .......June 8
Sulphur Springs Tex.......  ” 4 Greenville, Tex. ___ ........ M 11 Lock Haven, Pa. .............  ” 3 Bellefonte, Pa............. ....... ” 10
Winnsboro, Tex. ................. • 5 Fort Worth, Tex. .......... •’ 12 Williamsport, Pa. ............  •’ 4 Altoona. Pa.................. . ” 11
Dallas, Tex........ ................  ” 6 Bowie 'Lex................. ........ ”  1 5 Selinsgrovo, Pa. .. .............  ” 5 Mahaffey, l ‘a. ........... ....... ” 12
McKinney, Tex. ” 7 Stoneuurg, Tex......... ........  ”  1 1 McClure, Pa.......... .............  ”  G MeGeesmills, Pa......... .......  ” 13
Plano, Tex.......... ................. ”  8 Wichita Falls. Tex. ........  ”  15 Lewistown, Pa...... ....... ’• 14

BROTH ER B. H. BOYD BROTHER C. ROBERTS

Omaha. Neb....... . ........... June 1, 3 Coon Rapids, la ....... ...June 10 Shirley, Ind. ......... •~.„...June 1 Greensburg, Ind. __ .June 11
Little S.oux, la. ............  ” 4 Cambridge. la ........... . ”  11 Brazil, Ind............. .........  ” 2, 3 Connersville, Ind. .... .. ”  12
Prescott, la ........ .............  ’ 5 Det> Moines, la ......... .... ” 12 Indianapolis, Ind. ........  ” 4 Knightstown, Ind. .... ” 13
Red Oak, la ........ .............  ” 6 Roland, la .................. .... ” 13 New Martinsville, Ind... ** 5 White Land, Ind....... .. M 14
Glemvood, la. ... .............  ” 7 Des Moines, la ......... .... ”  15, 17 Nashville, Ind. ..... .........  ”  6 Indianapolis, Ind....... .... 15, 17
Kirkman, la ........ .............  ” 8 Indianola, la ............. .... ” 18 Madison, Ind. ................  ”  S-10 Terre Haute, Ind....... .. ” 18

BROTHER A. M. GRAHAM BROTHER R. L. ROBIE

Kamsack, Sask.... May 31, June 1
Yorkton, Sask.................. June 3, 4
Tuffnell, Sask.................... ” 6
Mulby r .  O., Sask.........  6
Viscount, Sask..................  ”  7
Saskatoon, Sask. ............  ”  8

Prince Albert, Sask. June 10,11
Wakaw, Sask...............  ”  13
Ridgedale, Sask.......... ”  15
Humboldt, Sask. ____  ”  17
Quill Lake, Sask. ...... ”  18
Clair Sask.................... ”  19,20

Shreveport, La................ June 1, 3
Couchwood, La. ..............  ”  4
Sikes, La............................. ”  6
Kelly, La............................  ’ ’ 8
Vicksburg, Miss.................  ” 10

Jackson, Miss.................... June 11
Wanilla, Miss......................  ” 12
Hattiesburg, Miss...............  ’ ’ 13
Picayune, Miss....................  ”  24
Slidell, La............................  ” 15

BROTHER M. L. HERR

Dallas, Ore..................... —..June 1
McMinnville, Ore. ............. ”  3
Portland, Ore.......... — .......  ”  4
Vancouver, Wash. . - ....... ”  5

Pendleton, Ore..........
La Grande, Ore. .....
Joseph, Ore.......... .
Pendleton, Ore..........

...June 10 
... ” 11,13 
.... ” 12 
... ”  14 
... ”  15

Henniston, Ore..................  ”  8 Walla Walla, Wash. ..... ” 17

B RO TH ER W . M. HERSEE

Viscount, Sask. ------ ...June 1 Biggar, Sask. ..June 12,13
Saskatoon, Sask. — ... ”  3 Milleton. Sask. . ” 15, 17
Tuberose, Sask. ... ”  4 Edam, Sask. .. - ” 13,19
Hughton, Sask. ____ ... ”  5, 6 N. Battloford, Sask.... ”  20
Wiseton, Sask. ... ”  7, 8 Prince Albert, Sask.... ’ ’ 22,24
Wilkie, Sask............... ... ”  10,11 Wakaw, Sask. - 25

BROTHER O. L. SULLIVAN

Niles, O................ ................June 1 Lorain, O..................... ...June 8
Warren, O........... ................ ”  3 Elyria, O.................... ... ”  10
Cortland, O......... ................ ” 4 Wellington, O........... ... ”  11
Ashtabula, O....... ................ ”  5 Barberton, O............. ... ”  12

.................  ”  6 ” 13
Clot eland, O....... ................ ” 7 Freedom Station, O. ... ” 14, 15

BROTHER W . J. THORN

Lacombe, Alta. .. _____June 1 Rosedale, Alta........... .June 12,13
Red Deer, Alta. _____ ”  3 Baintree, Alta........... . ”  14
Knee Hill Valley, Alta. ” 6 Macleod. A lta ......... . ”  15,17
Calgary, Alta. .. _____  ”  6, 7 Lethbridge, Alta. .. . ” lb-20
Beiseker. Alta. .. .........  ” 8 Taber, Alta ................ . ”  21
Swalwell, Alta. .........  ”  10,11 Bow Island, Alta. .. . ”  22

BROTHER

London, Ont. _________ .June 1 ,3
Lindsay, Ont. ................... ”  5
Cameron, Ont. ................. ”  6, 7
Haliburton, Ont. ......... ”  S, 10
Toronto, Ont. ................... ”  24

I. HO W LETT

Hamilton, Ont. ..............June25
Beamsville, Ont................  ’* 26
St. Catherines, Ont.........  " 27
Welland, Ont..................... *’ 23
Niagara Falls, Ont. Jun. 29, J u ly l

BROTHER T.

Stellarton, N. S.  .....June 1,3
Pictou, N. S......................  ” 4
Amherst, N. S...................  " 5
Burnt Church, N. B .......  ” 7
Sunny Coiner, N. B .......  ”  8
Nashwaak Bridge, N. B. M 10

[. THORNTON

Fredericton, N B. ... K 11. 12
Evandale, N. r, 13. 14
St. John, N. B 15. 17
Rolhngdain X. B ....... ’ 18
M oores Mill N. B .„ • 19
Piercemont, X. B ....... ■ 20

BROTHER W. H. PICKERING

Northumberland, Pa. .. ....May 25 Paterson, N. J ............ ......June 1
Williamsport, Pa. ....... . " 27 Brooklyn, N. Y............ ...... ”  3
Shamokin, Pa. ........... .... " 28 Washington, D. C. ... ■■ ■? *
Reading, Pa................... .... ” 29 Cumberland. Md.......... ...... ” 11
Allentown, Pa............... .... ”  30 New Brighton, Pa. ... ... . " ">
Easton, P a . ....... ......— .... ”  31 Mansiield, O................. ...... ”  17

CONVENTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED BY BROTHER RUTHERFORD

Denver, Colo., May 25-27 ...........Lofton G. Hand, 3847 Williams St.
London, Ont., June 1-3....H. J. Grover. Spruce St . London Jet.. Ont.
Richmond, Va., June 8-10.............W. B. Sutton, 3519 Carolina Ave.
Trenton, N. J., June 17................Mrs. M. Glover, 33 Sanhiean Driv*
Portland, Me., June 29 - July 1

Mrs. Wilma H. Smith, 32 Bowers St. South Portland, M *


