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THE PRINCIPAL THING—LOVE (PART II)

A PROOF of agape is men! ioned by the apostle 
Paul in other words and in other connection. On 
account ot the abuse of the spirit ol liberality by 

mendicant trial’s, monks, and linns, by begging priests 
and clergymen, and by open and insistent colhction and 
‘ ‘drive’'' methods it is considered by the true church 
inexpedient to follow such methods as are commonly 
jimmied by the nominal churches. In the primitive 
church the needs of the church and of the necessities 
among the friends had only to be mentioned, often 
privately, and there was-—wherever the spirit of the 
friends was right— a private, unostentatious outpouring 
of whatever was required. Rather than call upon the 
disciples for assistance, St. Paul endured hunger and 
nakedness, and worked with his hands, that he might 
not be chargeable to them, however much of this world’s 
goods they might possess. However, there were groups 
of the consecrated, who not merely waited for sugges­
tions and invitations, but sought to do good as they had 
opportunity to the household of faith.

44The churches in Macedonia were composed of poor 
people and were despoiled of their goods in persecutions, 
but they insisted in sending material aid to the Apostle. 
In appreciation, he has engraved the record of their 
kindness imperisliably upon the pages of the Word of 
God. He speaks of their goodness as a manifestation 
“ of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Mace­
donia.”  He records “ how that, in a great trial of afflic­
tion, the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of their liberality; for to their 
power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power, they 
were willing of themselves [without solicitation] ; pray­
ing us with much entreaty that we would receive the 
gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering 
to the saints.”  St. Paul points out that this was a con­
sequence of their genuine and whole-hearted consecra­
tion to the will of God, of a free will, and not from any 
sense of obligation: They “ first gave their own selves 
to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.” -—2 Cor­
inthians 8 : 1-5.

45The church in the wealthy city of Corinth had for­
merly been like the poor churches in Macedonia in spirit, 
but had fallen away measurably in zeal and in seeking 
o f opportunities to do good, so that the entire burden

of supporting the. then chief witness work had fallen on 
the poorer Macedonian brethren, who had even dis­
patched a brother to administer the fund for the benefit 
of th<> little company of the Apostle. St. Paul related 
the eircum-tanccs to the Corinthian brothers. He showed 
an opportunity to aid the poorer Macedonians, wilh the 
kindly word that “ I mean not that other men be ia od, 
and )e  burdened: but by an equality, that now at this 
time your abundance may be a supply for their want, 
that their abundance also may be a supply for vour 
want: that there may bo an equality.”  (2 Corinthians 
8: 13,11) In plain language, the Christians in different 
localities were admonished to share their abundance o( 
the things of this world with one another, in order that 
there might not be want among the friends in one local­
ity and superfluity in another, a practice which waa 
earned out more or less generally throughout the Chris­
tian church for three centuries, until the true church 
was overthrown by Constantine and by the am! ilious 
and worldly ecclesiastics associated with that evil y-uius.

4r‘St. Paul had formerly boasted of the liberality > f the 
Corinthian friends, but now urged them to resume their 
labors of love, and stated pontively that such a spirit 
was one of the tangible proofs of an overcoming agape. 
“ Wherefore shew ye to them and before the churches, 
the proof of your love.”  (2 Corinthians 8 :2 4 ) Quite 
evidently those that lack in the spirit of liberality and 
hospitality —  mingled with the spirit of wisdom and 
justice lack seriously in “ the most important thing.” 
and deceive themselves in an expectation of or hope for 
any high place in the kingdom, or any share at all in 
the Lord's great promises in the second and third chap­
ters of Revelation. Sons and brothers in a family seels 
opportunities to do good to one another; but servants 
have to be reminded, urged and commanded. This 
would indicate that the non-liberal and unhospitable in 
spirit among the consecrated, unless they change for 
the better, are doubtless destined for places “ before the 
throne.” — Revelation 7 : 9.

47In the fully consecrated, divine love is a function of 
the new mind, which is exercised the same as the natural 
body automatically exercises its functions of breathing 
and digestion. Those who have it love others instinc­
tively— at least they have the constant spirit or disposi-
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tion so to do. If temporarily overcome by evil, they 
quickly return, as does the compass in its pointing 
toward the Pole Star. This disposition will waver in 
degree as the flesh wars with the spirit; but the fully 
faithful new creature endeavors to keep the spirit of 
love at its brightest, knowing that those are most pleas­
ing to Christ who vneh  and justly love most in spirit, 
and that they aim e will reign with him. The earnest 
desire of the apostle Paul is as timely now as then that 
“ the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one 
toward another, and toward all men, even as we do 
toward you; to the end lie may establish your hearts 
unblamable in holiness before God, even our Father, at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.” 
— 1 Thossalonians 3 : 12,13.

48Some may suppose that divine love may he with­
drawn from an object of love— not wholly reprobate -  
who does not reciprocate the affection. X ■: this highest 
love shines, like the goodness of Gob., who “ muketh his 
sun to rise on the evil and on th - go, ’ and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust ” l ’e . Wion in love 
— an out-spreading love like that of the Father— was 
cxempliii'd in the Lord Jesus who. while cognizant of 
the perfidy of Judas never even to the moment when he 
asked: “ Betrnyest thou me with a kiss?”  treated the 
one that w as “ a devil”  differently from the other dis­
ciples. Impartiality in the shining forth of love— with 
proper differences in expression according to the recip­
rocation of the affection or relationship— is one of the 
characteristics of divine love. “ For,”  says Jesus, whose 
words the fully consecrated do, “ if ye love them which 
love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans 
the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what 
do ye more than others ? do not even the puhl icans so ? 
Be ye therefore perfect [in the spirit of love], even as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” — Matthew 
5 : 4G-18.

40This high manifestation of love divine gleamed forth 
in the daily walk of St. Paul. In writing to the relatively 
rich eeclesia at Corinth, which of all others might have 
exercised the privilege of caring for the Apostle in 
material things, and thus promoting the witness work, 
that glorious overeomer said: “ The third time I am 
ready to come to you ; and I will not be burdensome to 
you [in respect to the tilings of this life] : . . . for the 
children [the Corinthians were his spiritual children] 
ought not to lay up for the parents,but the parents for the 
children. And I will very gladly spend and be spent for 
you.”  Thus the gentle-hearted child of God— all things 
to all men— sought to help the less faithful Corinthians, 
by assurances appealing to their selfishness that he would 
not expect them to spend any money on him while he 
was there. In this as in many other circumstances he 
sought to catch by harmless guile. The divine impar­
tiality of a love that endured all things that he might 
win others, shone splendidly in the words with which 
he closed the sentence: “ Though the more abundantly I

love you, the less I be loved.” -—2 Corinthians 12: 14 15,
' “Sometimes divine love speaks in words of reproof, 

which may cause grief and sorrow' to the beloved but 
erring recipient. Such a letter from St. Paul was rare 
but was as unavoidable as a surgical operation to a 
patient. It was designed to stir up a brother doing 
wrong to the point where he would him slf. by the 
Lord’ s assisting grace, leave off the sin that might bring 
a loss of the Savior’s favor, or even lead to destruction. 
Such an epistle was written by St. Paul to the brothers 
at Corinth; it cut and pained, but saved them from the 
consequences of continuance m an evil course. “ Though 
I made vou sorry with a letter,”  .-ays the Apostle. "I  do 
not repent, though I did repent: for I perceive that the 
same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were hue 
for a season. Now I rejoice, not that ye were made 
sorry, but that \e soi roved to repentance. . . . What 
carefulness it wrought in you, yea what clearing of 
yourselves, yea what indignation, yea what vela inei t 
desire, yea what zeal, yea what revenge | vindication, 
pmiisl nviit,, Ureeli\ \ In all things ve have approved 
yourselves to be clear in this matter.”— 2 Cor. 7:8-11.

51Love loves to be with a loved one. When two that 
love each other are together, their affection. unhind'Tod 
by dnciting suggestions and heightened hv the evidence 
and manifestations of love by one another, burns the 
brighter. Nothing provokes or inches a warmer love 
than the close association of g a th e r in g s  of the conse­
crated. Anger provokes to anger, like to like, love to 
love. So St. Paul beseeches us of today: “ Let us con­
sider one another to provoke unto love and to good 
works: not forsaking the assembling of ourselves to­
gether, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 
appmarhiny.”  How important it is to obey thi- word 
of Jesus through his Apostle, now at a time when even 
the natural eye discerns the evidences of the fact that 
that day has dawned! More and more love is called for, 
now that it is but a few short years until the glorious 
Sun of Light will shine in full brightness for the in­
gathering and reconciliation of the willing and obedient 
of the whole world.

52When Jesus said: “ I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more abundantly”  
(John 10: 10), the primary reference was to the immor­
tal life beyond the vail in heaven itself, and to the 
fully restored life of humanity on the earth. But we 
who are in him testifv already to the greater abundance 
of the life of which St. Paul speaks: "The life which I 
now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God.”  (Galatians 2: 20) While the imperfect flesh, the 
instrument and abode of the new creature in Christ 
Jesus, retains its imperfections, the new mind possesses 
the character attributes of the divine, ready to be clothed 
upon with the house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. In it are the potentialities of the more 
abundant life of the intimate family of Jehovah, which
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extend the heights and depths and lengths and breadths 
of thought, sentiment, outlook, and eternal prospect far 
bevoud the limitations of time and visible space, making 
for a rich and abundant life this side the vail.

5AYhere and when does this begin? At one time we 
were in and of the world, doing the deeds and working 
out the loieless purpose.- of the evil one. (2 Timothy 
2 :2 6 ) Our horizon then uas indeed contracted, our 
minds and affections narrow, centered upon one indi­
vidual— self and the things and persons belonging to 
self. Hut u lion we were admitted into the mystical body 
of Christ, the horizon broadened to include all things 
visible and invisible, and our affections began to go 
forth to include the whole family of God on earth and 
in heaven and all that ultimately shall become members 
ol that holy family. It was when we began to have the 
fir t motions of divine love that the new life of the 
tram-formed mind began. With our begettal began love 
and life; for m the kingdom into which we were then 
translated by Jehovah's dear Son, there is no life with­
out love. St. John writes to us: “ Everyone that loveth 
is begotten of God.”  The same Apostle exhibits the con­
trast between our former dead condition and our present 
living stale: ‘"'He that loveth not his brother abideth in 
death. We know that we have passed from death unto 
life, because w e love the brethren.” — 1 John 4: 7 ; 3 : 14.

5i Agape seeketh not its own (1 Corinthians 1 3 :5 ) ;  
it looketh upon (regards, looks out for, Creel-) not only 
it.- own things to wateli and care for, but also the things 
of others; it is equally concerned for the welfare of 
brother and sister as for its own. To those bound by ties 
of the fleshly family, and those knit together by the bonds 
of the family of God. agape especially manifests itself 
and its watch-care. This is particularly so among those 
that seek most to walk in agape.— Philippians 2 :4 .

55As might be expected, the highest manifestation of 
agape is not to be found even in these members of the 
divine house of sons who are still on this side of the 
vail. They are subject yet to temptations that more or 
loss draw them from the shining mark of agape; in 
them the selfish ilesh wars against the unselfish spirit 
of divine agape; each of them says with St. Paul: 
‘ •'That which I do I allow not; for what I would, that 
do I not; but what I hate, that I do.”  They know that, 
until they put on the “ house”  not made with hands, 
they can never escape from the workings of the “ law in 
my members, warring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is 
in my members.”  (Romans 7 :15-23) It is among those 
members of the Christ body in heaven itself that the 
limitations of the fallen flesh have been fully put off 
and the pure fellowship of the spirit exists. There divine 
agape shines forth in pure brilliancy and warmth. What 
heavenly oneness exists today among the twelve apostles 
of the Lamb and the seven messengers to the churches!

56There, too, in its highest possible exemplification, 
divine agape is exercised in the person of Jehovah

himself. Love divine in utmost degree radiates forth 
from him in every direction and toward every being, 
not reprobate, in the heavens and on the earth. Divinity 
awaits the reconciliation of all, among men and fallen 
angels, who in the day of their visitation will repent 
with a godly repentance, turn their faces toward the 
righteousness that is in Christ Jesus, and learn the 
lessons of agape which all will master who are to be 
fully restored to the divinely intended places in the 
family of God.

57What will divine agape do for such? Though some­
thing is revealed to us by the spirit, even the fully con­
secrated still see as through a glass darkly, and none 
can appreciate the blessed future in its fulness. Indeed, 
“ it doth not yet appear what we shall be,”  and we can­
not even imagine such hidden, unre\ealed mysteries. 
But concerning the preparation by divine agape for 
the beings that love Jehovah it is written, “ Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love lnm.” — 1 John 3 :2 ;  1 Corinthians 2 : 9.

58 For the faithful house of sons are reserved the most 
superlative blessings. They shall lie forever with him 
whom they love, and with the beloved friends in the 
body of Christ. At his right hand, where they shall be, 
are pleasures for evermore. And in the ages to come he 
will shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kind­
ness toward us through Christ Jesus.— Ephesians 2: 7.

5“Then from every part of the infinite ocean of divine 
agape, undisturbed longer by the eddy of evil upon the 
planet earth, will swell forth the blessed song, of beings 
in heaven and on earth: “ I heard the voice of many 
angels round about the throne and the beasts and the 
elders: . . . saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, find bless­
ing. And every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the  ̂sea, 
and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and 
honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever."
■—Revelation 5 : 11-13.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
How did the early disciples supply the needs of their brethren? If 43. 
How did the churches of Macedonia send their gift to the apostle Paul ? f 44,
What commendable custom did the early church practise? If 45. 
How do those who lack liberality deceive themselves ’  H 46.
Why is the advice of the Apostle timely in the present day? U 47. 
How does divine love show mercy to the unjust? If 48.
How did the apostle Paul manifest divine love? 1149.
In what way did he seek to “catch” the selfishly inclined by guile? 

1149.
What end is sought wThen divine love prompts a reproof? If 50. 
How does association among the brethren stimulate this love? H 51, How are love and life related ? If 52.
When do divine love and life begin to operate in the individual? 

If 53.
How does “agape” love seek the welfare of others? If 54.
Why is it impossible for “agape” love to express itself fully this 

side the vail ? If 55.
Why will God rejoice in the harmony of all obedient creatures? If 56. 
Why cannot we approximate and appreciate the Father’s future 

blessings? If 57.What are some of the blessings beyond the vail? H 58.
How will praise be manifest at the end of the Millennium? % 59.



PRAYER-MEETING TEXT COMMENTS
TEXT FOR MAY 23

'Sow to the spirit; of the spirit reap life.’— Galatians
r,: S.

W HEN one becomes a new creature his mind 
will be exercised in one of two ways, either 
according to the tendencies of the llesh or 

according to the spirit of the Lord. As a creature he 
has but one mind, and that mind must be occupied at 
something. Sowing to the spirit means occupying the 
mind with tilings p rtaining to the spirit of the Lord, 
thereby ascertaining the will of God : and then by exer­
cising one’ s own will, to bring oneself into conformity 
to the will of God. This is a real task. It does not 
mean to be idle, but it does mean to be diligent. It 
means to refuse to permit the mind to entertain things 
that are selfishly wicked, such as malice, hatred, ill will, 
pride, ambition, etc. Sowing to the llesh means to yield 
to these fleshly tendencies. In proportion as we resist 
the fallen, fleshly tendencies, in proportion as we fix 
the mind upon the things pertaining to the Lord and 
his kingdom, in that proportion shall we be sowing to 
the spirit.

The mind searching out the will of God by studying 
his Word and meditating upon it is working in the 
right direction; and then if one exercises his will to do 
God’s will and brings himself in conformity to God’s 
will, he is thereby sowing to the spirit. Hence St. Paul 
says: “ Walk in the spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the 
lust of the flesh.”

The importance of having the mind occupied with 
things pertaining to the interests of the Lord’ s kingdom 
cannot be overstated. For this reason activity in the 
Lord’ s service is vitally essential. This text is really 
one of hope and good cheer. A person battling for the 
right will make mistakes, and is certain to come short 
of even his own conception of the perfect standard. 
But if he is conscious of the fact that he is striving to 
do that which is pleasing in the sight of the Lord, that 
his heart is right toward the Lord, then he may know 
he is sowing to the spirit; and if he persists in this 
course it will result, according to the promise, in life 
everlasting.

God judges us according to our motives; and for this 
reason we say that he judges according to the heart, 
the heart being that which induces action. The proper 
course, then, is to have a loving heart toward God and 
toward his cause, a loving heart toward Jesus and his 
brethren, and then to use the mind to search out God’s 
Word and watch his providences and thereby ascertain 
the will of God, and then exercise our own will in

carrying out the will of God. By this means we are 
sowing to the spirit. Thus the transformation is going 
on from one step to a higher degree of transformation; 
and this is being accomplished by the Lord’ s spirit. In 
due time we shall reap if we faint not, and this reaping 
will consist of life everlasting on the divine plane.

This course must be persisted in, not for a time, but 
until the very end of our earthly journey. The reward 
is not to the swift for a time only, but to those who are 
faithful even unto death.— Revelation 2 :10 .

TEXT FOR MAY 30
“ The spirit of glory . . . resteth upon you.” — 1 Peter

b :  n .

WHEN a Christian suffers because of his faith­
fulness as a Christian, he has reason to rejoice. 
Does he rejoice in the fact that he is suffering? 

Not at all; but he rejoices because the reproach has 
fallen upon him as a result of faithfully representing 
the Lord, his King, and the interests of his kingdom. 
No one takes a delight in physical or mental pain. His 
delight and joy, however, is in the testimony afforded 
to him by reason of these things, that he has the Lord’s 
smiling approval.

The word glory as used in this text means honor. A 
Christian pursuing the way to his heavenly home could 
not be more highly honored than to suffer reproach for 
Christ’s sake. Satan and his emissaries have reproached 
Jehovah from the very beginning of man's career. When 
Jesus came to earth he suffered these same reproaches 
because of his loyalty to God. His zeal and loyalty 
brought upon him these reproaches. (Psalm 69: 8 ,9) 
And so St. Peter here, and also St. Paul in another 
place (Romans 15: 3), point out that the true follower 
of Christ must likewise suffer reproach. It is the spirit 
of Christ exercised and made manifest that brings this 
reproach. And this reproach is a testimony of and by 
the spirit, that the Christian thus reproached for faith­
fulness occupies a place of glory; that is to say a place 
of honor in God’s arrangement. Let every one, then, 
engaged in the Lord’s service who is reproached by the 
evil ones because of faithfulness, rejoice and be glad, 
knowing that the Lord is thus testifying to them that 
they are following in his footsteps. Then if this course 
is followed until the transformation is complete, such 
a one will be granted an abundant entrance into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Let no Christian, then, slack his hand at this time; 
but persistently and faithfully look well to the interests 
of the Lord’ s kingdom, being a true and faithful witness 
under all circumstances.

“ Christ is thy peace;
From penalty and stain he sets thee free ;

And in the white robe of his righteousness, 
Before the approving God presenteth thee.

“ Christ is thy a l l  ;
Forget thyself, and In him sweetly rest;

And thou shalt enter, whatsoe’er befall, 
The everlasting mansions of the blest.”
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ANNUAL REQUEST FOR PILGRIM VISITS

THE visit of the Pilgrim brethren results in a 
double blessing. It blesses him who serves and 
blesses them that are served. It is in obedience 

to the Apostle's admonition concerning the assembling 
of ourselves together. The Lord has blessed this branch 
of the work, thereby stamp.eg it with his approval. The 
class that fails to haw1 these w~it' m i-O ' a blessing. 
The Society route' the Pilgrims, however, in harmony 
with the requests; and this request is expected to be 
made once annually.

In making these requests postal cards should he used, 
for com einence in our files. The questions herewith 
sot birth should be answered, numbering your au-ivcr 
to correspond with the number of the question. The 
question itself need not be repeated. Please twite the
name' distinctly.

We advise that the chi' • secretary be not changed any 
oftener than necessary. Each change requires a now 
stem it to be cut in our office and a change in our 
records. But when a charge i< made, plea-o notify us 
promptly. Failure to do this often causes inconvenience, 
both to the cla's and to the Pilgrims, as well as to this 
office, and thus hinders the work.

In giving the name of the secretary or any other 
address, do not give a post-office-box address, but give 
the street number. Telegrams and other messages can­
not be delivered when sent to a post-office-box address. 
It is aLo very incomenient for the Pilgrim brethren 
to find the secretary when such address is given. and 
sometimes necessitates the missing of a meeting.

The Society is anxious to serve all the classes, regard­
less of size, insofar as it is possible; and believing that 
all the consecrated anxiously desire the visits of the 
Pilgrim brethren wc are pleased to have the informa­
tion requested in order to facilitate our routing ot these 
brethren. Where there arc isolated friends, only one or 
two, and you would desire a Pilgrim visit, please 'end 
in your request; and if possible the Pilgrim will call on 
you w lien passing your w ay.

Great care is used in selecting brethren for the Pil­
grim service. In a special sense they are representatives 
of the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, as it repre­
sents the Lord. They therefore represent the kingdom 
now so close at hand. Their diPies are to serve the 
friends in spiritual matters, to advise, aid and comfort 
them for their development as new creatures. They 
come prepared to hold two meetings each day. one in 
the afternoon and one in the evening.

The friends everywhere take pleasure in entertaining 
the Pilgrim brethren as servants of the Lord. The; do 
not expect luxurious entertainment, hut only wholesome 
food and a comfortable room when1 the nece -ary rest 
can he had. They travel at the expeir-e of the Society; 
lienee are its representatives.

Because of the importance of the time, there is now 
an increased desire on the part of the public to hem the 
truth. Therefore vie urge the friends to arrange for at 
lea't one public meeting during the visit of the Pilgrim. 
To this mid a good, well-located, reputable hall should 
be provided, special efforts being made for the public 
witness Sunday afternoon or evening, as it may be 
coin, a , ,t to the class. Remember, dear brethren, the 
blessed privilege we have to be eov'orkers with the Lord 
in the proclamation of the message now duo. lienee 
we ask your Cooperation with us and with the Pilgrim 
brethren in this behalf.

We ask you to answer the following questions, which 
information is needed for our immediate guidance' m 
preparing the Pilgrim routes:

(a) State number of Bible Students in your class who 
accept the complete series of S t u d i e s  ix  the 
S c r i p t u r e s .

(b) Are weekly meetings held?
(c ) Where do you now meet on Sunday? (Give full 

street address and name of auditorium, hall, 01 
home. Xotifv us of changes.)

(d) At what hours are the Sunday meetings held?
(e) Was a vote taken on the Pilgrim invitation?
( f )  If a Sunday appointment is made, will a thor­

oughly advertised public meeting be arranged ?
(g) Have the members of your class chosen leaders in 

accordance with Volume VI, chapters 5 and G?
(h) Give name and address of one member of class 

(other than Secretary) whom we may notify in re 
Pilgrim visits.

( i )  Give the name of proper railroad station at which 
to  .stop.

( j )  How many miles from station is meeting place?
(k) If at a distance from railroad station does some 

member of class have a conveyance to transport 
the Pilgrim?

( l )  Give full name and address of Class Secretary 
(always notify us of changes).

GOOD HOPES FOR 1923

THE work of the Watch Tower Bible & Tract sell always outlined the work during the year in pro-
Society is the preaching of the gospel ot Ale— jiortion a~ the Lord provided the money through hia
siah’s kingdom. Every consecrated child of (ffid consecrated children. We continue to follow that

is privileged to participate in this work. Brother Hus- example, as appropriate in the church.
135
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Each one who has been enlightened by the truth 

appreciates the fact that this blessing came to him as 
a gracious g ift ; and as he has a zeal for the Lord he 
appreciates his privilege of ufing time, energy, and 
money in telling the message to others. Some are not 
blessed with endowments for going about and telling 
it to others, while they are blessed with some money 
which they desire to use in the Lord’s service, to the 
end that hungry souls might be fed upon the precious 
truths, as we have been fed.

The custom of setting aside each week so much to be 
used m the Lord’s service has always proved beneficial 
to the giver. A notice to the Society that you hope to 
give so much enables us to outline the work, based 
upon what is expected.

Since a large portion of such donations are used to 
defray the Pilgrim expenses, we have thought it wise 
to let the notice for Pilgrim requests and the “ Good 
Hopes’’ notice appear in the same issue of T he  W atch  
T ower.

Heretofore it has been our custom to print one page 
in T he W atch  T ower to ho clipped out by the friends 
and sent to us; but this defaces the issue, and some of 
the brethren have complained about this; hence we are 
adopting the present method. Upon receipt of this issue

of T h e  W a t c h  T o w e r  kindly write two cards, exactly 
alike. One of these put aside for your own record of 
what you have promised; the other send to us. Or, if 
you prefer, put it in the form of a letter, keeping a copy 
of the letter for your own convenience. We suggest 
that it be brief and that nothing else be written oxent 
the following: “ By the Lord’s grace I hope to be able 
to give to his work for spreading the gospel during the
ensuing year the amount of $.... ............ I will remit in
such amounts and at such times as I can find conve­
nient, according as the Lord prospers me. (Signature)
...................................... ”  Kindly address this card to the
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, Financial Depart­
ment, 124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Brethren residing outside of the United Staters may 
write their respective offices in the countries where 1 hoy 
reside, and remit their “ Good Hopes’’ to such offices, 
thus saving time and work i’or us.

Of our own selves we can do nothing, but we: are 
assured that the prayers of the righteous avail much. 
Hence we ask the brethren to daily present us before 
the throne of heavenly grace, that we may be gnen 
wisdom and grace to use the money to the best aelvan- 
tage in spreading the gospel to the Lord’s glory, and 
to do the work entrusted unto us.

QUESTION AND ANSWER
SHOULD AVOID PRESUMPTION

Q U ESTIO N : We have a class with five elders 
and one deacon, and other class members, num­
bering in all about twenty-one. We have no 

chairman nor business meetings, and the clad ion of 
servants is held only once a year. There is a secretary 
and treasurer; but lie neither takes minutes of mootings 
nor makes report of how much money there is on hand. 
One of ihe elders just takes action on matters pertain­
ing to the class, without consulting any one else; and 
when spoken to about it he becomes very angry. He 
takes his chair and sits up in front as though ho were 
leading the meeting, when another elder is leading. 
Would we not be in bettor position to receive the 
Lord’s blessing if wc had an election of class servants 
twice a year? and an election of a class chairman, as 
well as a secretary who would take minutes of all 
business transacted during the month? and a treasurer 
who would report to the class all money on hand, 
rec< ivod and paid out, at a regular monthly business 
meeting?

Answer: Answering your question directly, the class
makes a great mistake in permitting any one elder to 
assume the authority that the one spoken of does as­
sume. Our Lord is orderly in everything, and he is 
surely pleased to have his people act orderly. The 
organization o f the class in an orderly manner is not

only proper, but essential to development and progress. 
Some classes make the mistake of lotting tliffir ;.ffii rs 
drag along in an indifferent manner. We should re­
member, however, that the Lord’s business requires the 
strietest observation and should be conducted in the 
most orderly manner that we do anything.

No elder should assume to be chairman or trv to 
act for the class in the manner that you mention in 
the question. Our advice is that you have an election 
every six months, and at this election some one be 
elected to act as chairman for six months. Then let 
the class have a business meeting once a month to 
transact any and all business that may come before it; 
that you have a secretary who will keep the minutes of 
all the business meetings; a treasurer who will keep an 
account of all monies received and paid out; and that 
the work be kept in an orderly way, as a successful 
business person would conduct his business. Any other 
course is, to say the least of it, neglect and indifference 
on the part of the class, and surely could not be pleas­
ing to the Lord.

Should it be necessary to have a special business 
meeting, the class should pass a resolution and such 
a meeting might be called by the elders; and at this 
meeting if no one is chairman a chairman might be 
elected for the occasion. By all means conduct your 
affairs in an orderly way; and, as the Apostle saysj 
“ Let everything be done decently and in order.”



DAVID, THE POET-KING
---------M a y  I S ---------1  S a m u e l , 2  S a m u e l ---------

Sa u l ’ s  j e a l o u s y  or d a v it )— d a v id ’ s  l o v e  f o r  g o d ' s  s iiic e p — d a v id  s e c u r e s  l a n d  p r o m i s e d  t o  a r r a h a m — d e s t r u c t io n  o "
g o d ’ s  e n e m i e s  p r e f i g u r e d — m u s i c  g o e s  w i t h  t h e  k i n g d o m .

“Surely goodness and loving kindness shall follow me all the days of my life.” —Psalm 23: 6.

OUR lesson Is of David, the Poet-King, the sweet singer 
of Israel, and a king after God’s own heart. The 
life of David to Israel is something like the Lake of 

Galilee to the river Jordan. As the lake receives the head 
waters of the Jordan, holds them, and pours them out in 
flood, so the history of Israel seems to center in David, 
who receives it, and pours it forth in fresh flow. In David 
the life of Israel revived; and the hope of Israel and the 
reason for tlieir separation from the nations of the earth 
were again clearly seen. Prom David came the pomp and 
the power, as well as the sweet music of Israel. Like all 
men of God in Israel whose works are recorded David is a 
“ sign-man” ; that is, one used as a type or illustration. See 
Zechariah 3: 8, margin.

2David’s call to prominence in Israel was unexpected. 
While his father Jesse was a man of some importance in 
Bethlehem, yet there was no expectation of anything special 
happening to the family. But Saul had failed ; he was a 
self-willed man with much appearance of humility, but of 
much pride of heart, and, manifesting considerable hypoc­
risy. Saul well represents the human ideals of the people, 
and the human will operating contrary to God. Because of 
his self-will he was not allowed to establish a dynasty: no 
son of his must reign upon Israel’s throne. On Saul’s 
rejection years before his death, Samuel was sent to Beth­
lehem to Jesse’s family to anoint a new king. The family 
of sons came before him ; and Samuel’s choice was falling 
upon one of the fine young men, when God stayed him. 
Probably Samuel thought that as God had previously se­
lected a tall man for king, he would want another of the 
same kind. His love for and fear of Saul interfered with 
his judgment. Even Samuel must be reminded that God 
looks upon the heart. God saw In the young lad David one 
whose heart would be true towards him. David’s readiness 
to go back to care for his father’s sheep even though 
anointed to be king in Israel is an example to all who 
desire to keep a right attitude of heart. The lad was not 
only lowly of mind and faithful, but healthy, strong, and 
industrious; he was also musical, poetic, and devout.

SAUL’S JEALOUSY OF DAVID
sOur space does not allow us to tell in detail of the cir­

cumstances which took him away from the shcepfolds to 
Saul’s court. Some of the experiences there were hard to 
bear; for Saul got bitterly jealous of him, and often 
would have slain him. Indeed, David says that he was 
hunted like a partridge in the mountains. (1 Samuel 26: 20) 
The true-heartedness of the young man was revealed then; 
for during those days David had several opportunities of 
slaying Saul; but to him Saul was the Lord’s anointed, 
whom he would not hurt. These trying experiences were all 
to David’s advantage; for they gave him many opportuni­
ties of developing character, and by them he was prepared 
for his responsibility as king of Israel.

4As the persecution did not cease, David joined himself 
to one of the Philistine nobles. It was a serious error of 
judgment; for he became so far involved as actually to 
join the Philistine army on the march to Gilboa, where 
Saul lost his life. But God intervened (1 Samuel 29) ; and 
David was saved from the calamitous error of fighting with 
the foes of Israel against the Lord’s anointed. His mistake 
brought him into trouble with his followers, even to so

sharp a pinch that they came near to stoning him, their 
beloved leader. (1 Samuel 30 :6) Here again God saved 
him, and brought him out of his distress.

5On the death of Saul David’s own tribe Judah made 
him king. But the northern tribes, perhaps suspicious 
because of his union with Israel’s enemies, refused to 
accept him as the Lord’s anointed, and made one of Saul’s 
sons king. This led to civil war in Israel, and to the first 
real division between the tribe of Judah and the other 
tribes of Israel.

"David reigned in Hebron seven and one-half years. (2 
Samuel 5 :5 ) At the end of that time the northern cause 
collapsed, and all Israel went to Hebron to make David 
king. Following a wise policy he removed his seat of gov­
ernment from Hebron in Judah to Jerusalem in the tribe 
of Benjamin. As Jerusalem is built on a hilly formation 
which juts into the portion of Judah, David served the two 
purposes of remaining practically in Judah, while being 
actually in Benjamin.

7It is at this juncture that one of the most familiar 
names of Scripture is first mentioned; that of Zion, the 
name of the highest hill in Jerusalem. It was held by a 
colony of Jebusites, who derided David’s attempt to dis­
lodge them. The account of its capture is interesting and 
typical. David established himself there. He built a house, 
and a citadel, and immediately began that series of activi­
ties which placed his name foremost amongst the kings of 
Israel, and made him a type of the great King of the king­
dom of God. David’s opportunity as king in Israel had 
come in due time. The seventeen years or so since as a 
boy Samuel had anointed him had been a long time of 
somewhat bitter experiences. Now, in God’s own time, he 
was ripe in experience and ready for his work. He came 
to the throne well equipped both with experiences in life 
and with true ideas of the honor, privilege, and power of 
his position as God's representative. It is altogether to 
David's honor that he had waited God’s time instead of 
endeavoring to force the situation. And because David’s 
heart was loyal, God saved him from the serious conse­
quences of his error of judgment. God is very gracious to 
the loyal heart.

DAVID’S LOVE FOR GOD’S “SHEEP”
8As a boy keeping sheep in the fields at Ephratali, David 

had thought of u hat he would do when king in Israel—of 
the house he Mould build for the ark of God then hidden, 
as it were, in the home of Abinadab in Kirjath-jearim. (1 
Samuel 7 :1 ; Psalm 132: 6) There, too, he had thought o 1 
Israel as God’s sheep, and his tvarm loving heart was 
stirred for them. As he tried to be a faithful shepherd oi 
the sheep, so would he as king endeavor to care for God’s 
sheep. And this idea remained with him. (1 Chronicles 21: 
17) Also his experiences with the courageous yet some­
what wild and unruly men who came to him in the moun­
tains of Judea fitted him for leadership among men. lie 
had an attractive personality; and those M’ho came in con­
tact with him became his devoted friends or servants. As 
king he uras God’s choice; he was the choice of the people; 
and God had trained him.

9Tlie ideals then before David were: (1) To find a place 
for the ark, that Israel’s worship might be restored : (2) 
to build a representative city; and (3) to erect a noble
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temple for the Lord, that the ark of God should no longer 
llwell in a tenl, liable to all vicissitudes. It was really the 
jealousy of tile ten tribes which caused him to go to Zion, 
hut that mean spirit was used by God for the good of his 
people. Without doubt the spirit of God directed David 
thither. After lie had established himself in Zion he imme­
diately prepared a place l'or the ark, and it was brought 
from Kirjath-.jearim to Zion with shoutings and acclama­
tions of praise. Probably the Twenty-fourth Psalm com­
memorates this. On this occasion all Israel were .gathered 
together and had a happy time of feasting; and David now 
the king in power in Zion fed the people and blessed them 
with bread and wine, acting in type the part of King 
Melcluzedek in the greater Zion now' soon to be established.
■—1 Chronicles it): 1-3.

DAVID SECURES LAND PROMISED TO ABRAHAM
10David was a true Bible Student. (Psalm 1 :1 ,2 ) He 

saw that the kingdom over which he ruled was only a 
small portion of the laud which God had given to Abraham 
by promise (Genesis 15:18-21), and which had not yet 
become theirs, partly through their lack, and perhaps be­
cause God's due time had not come. But now as God’s 
king in Zion he saw the time had come; and he entered 
upon a series of wars with the nations that occupied that 
territory, and that were the enemies of Israel, with the 
result that all the land which God had given to Abraham 
was brought under the rule of Israel. Thus David, God’s 
king in Zion, first brought the Abrahamic covenant as 
relating to Israel’s land into realization; and the kingdom 
was established in power.

lxBut David’s reign in Zion does not represent the rule 
of the Prince of Peace; for David was a great fighter, and 
there are to bo no wars when the kingdom of peace is 
established. (Psalm 46:9) What then does it represent? 
We answer: There are two phases in the work of estab­
lishing the kingdom of heaven upon the earth; the first a 
comparatively short one, while the wars of the Lord are 
fought, and all opposing forces whether of error or wrong 
are rendered powerless; the other the long period, during 
which the redeemed human family will be blessed with 
those things which God has in reserve—lasting life in peace 
and happiness. The first phase is represented by David’s 
reign and work; the second, by the reign of Solomon. David 
as a boy represents the anointed of the Lord nnditating 
upon the Lord and seeking to be faithful. Da\id as a 
young man hunted by Saul represents the church in the 
bitter experiences in the present evil world hunted by Satan, 
but gladly waiting God’s time for exaltation, and in the 
meantime learning the lessons which will fit them for their 
highly exalted position when raised to be joint-heirs with 
Christ. But David as king represents the Lord from the 
time of his return, until the time when the reign of peace 
shall come, as represented by Solomon.

12The first phase began with our Lord’s return in 1874. 
Its marked periods are 1878, 1881, 1914, 1918, 1923. Zion 
represents the place of poicer out of which light shines 
(Psalm 5 0 :2 ; Isaiah 2 :3 ) , whether now or in the estab­
lished kingdom. Present truth has shone forth clearly from 
1879, when Z i o n ’ s  W a t c h  T o w e r  and Herald of Christ’s 
Presence was first published. From the standpoint that 
the King had returned in power, present truth was pro­
claimed; and God’s messenger, Pastor Russell, led its attack 
against all forms of error until all the truth belonging to 
Spiritual Israel had been made plain. Then, for the first 
time in the history of the church of God, the Abrahamic 
covenant as respects the spiritual promises became the 
inheritance of God's people. Never until then did the church 
gee clearly all that God had given them in that covenant.

The battles of truth against error were fought, and truth 
won its victories. For the first time the spiritual Israelite 
was free to walk through all the land of the promises, the 
truth.

DESTRUCTION OF GOD’S ENEMIES PREFIGURED
13But this is not all: There remains another sol of ene­

mies of the kingdom who must be brought to nought before 
it can be established. These we know under the names of 
the beast, the false prophet, big business, and all lho.se 
institutions which are opposing the kingdom. The fight is 
on. The Word of God is marshaling his hosts and sending 
them forth into battle. Soon all these enemies will be 
reduced, and the David phase of Ihe establishment of Hie 
kingdom of heaven will he concluded. These giants are 
probably represented in David’s last conllids, a fight against 
giants, the last one being a monster branded with “6." the 
mark of Ihe beast; he had six toes on each foot, and six 
fingers on each hand. (1 Chronicles 20:6) Those : . ’ lis 
exterminated the race of giants, just  as the present w..ri.ue 
will exterminate all the monsters which ha\e oppres-ed 
humanity.

14Wheu David had conquered the se\en peoples—l’lnhsria, 
Edom, Moab, Ammon, Syria, Zobali, Hamath—be d e t o l e d  

considerable time to preparation for the building of the 
temple and its service. Because he was a man of war he 
was not allowed to erect the lemple of peace: but as he 
was God's servant doing his will, he was allowed to pi e- 
pare materials for the temple. (1 Chronicles 22:5) God 
also gave to Inin the minute details of its construction (1 
Chronicles 2S :I9), and David prepared the musical ser­
vice. and arrangements.—lClironichs 25:1.

MUSIC GOES WITH THE KINGDOM
1 •’Until David’s time music had had little place in Israel's 

worship. Correspondingly it was not until the true kingdom 
came that the Harp of God could give forth its sweetly 
solemn sound. Music goes with the kingdom. Weeping 
endures for the night of sorrow, but joy and the new song 
come with the morning. And David not only was musical, 
he was poetical. His poems are the finest expressions of 
thought which the world possesses. There are no words 
like his for expressing the emotions and desires of God’s 
people. They are, of course, specially expressive of the 
Christ life rather than of human devotion; but e\ery honest 
heart who has gone to the Psalms has found that by which 
he can draw near to God. That these things were in the 
mind of David as a young man before he came to the 
kingdom is revealed by 1 Chronicles 9: 22. It seems clear 
from this scripture that in those early days when Da\ id 
fled from Saul he spent a considerable time at Samuel’s 
house. There the old man who loved music, and the young 
man who had it in his soul, talked together of what was 
to be when David should come to the throne, and Ins 
heart’s desire could be accomplished. Every phase of tins 
full life provides some lessons for the church of God, par­
ticularly in this day when courage is so necessary. Here 
again shines forth clearly the fact that God blesses those 
who are loyal to his arangements.

16David as a boy and youth is a fine example for every 
youth. After his anointing by Samuel he was as willing to 
keep his father's sheep as before. As a boy he was indus­
trious; for no man could have a full life such as he had 
who lias not been industrious as a boy. lie was faithful to 
his trust. Envious arrows were shot at him, but be kept 
his honor because he always set God before him. Than 
David's there is no fuller, busier, more eventful life in 
Scripture. Ilis life was one of ceaseless activity. improving 
himself, making use of his talents, studying the work of the
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Lord or, as frequently happened, kept busy by his enemies.
17To\vards the end his life went somewhat into the shad­

ows. Yet there were bright gleams, and the glory of God 
is seen shining on him. His life's tasks had been accom­
plished and everything was ready for the establishment of 
the kingdom of peace. In all his desire for the honor of 
God, and in his care for God’s people, he was a man after 
God’s own heart.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
How may the hie of David be pictured in the lake o f Galilee? Tf 1. 
What w ere the characteristics of Saul‘; Of David?  ̂2.
What \\ere some of the experiences of David? Why was Saul jeal­

ous ol him V 1] 3.
What sei ions error did David make, and how did God save him? 14 . 
W hat led to the first division of Israel? U 5.

What (aimed the reunion o f Israel? How long did David reign ia
I Iobi on  ?  ̂ G.

Where did David next establish his government, and how did he do
it?  * 7.

In. what way was David trained for leadership, and did he make
friends? U 8.

What three things were on David’s mind at this time, and why? 1 0. 
What leads us to think that David had faith in the Abrahamic

land-promise? U 10.
What did David as a boy represent? As a young man? As king?

II 11.
Show some correspondencies between David’s reign and the “ har» 

vest” period. U 12.
Wlml irroat v*ork is unfinished? H 13.
Whv v, ,m not Da\id allowed to build the temple? If 14.
What splendid things did David do for Israel, and for us? t  15. 
What outstanding characteristic o f David is especially commend­

able? U 1G.
In what way was David a ‘ man after God’s own heart” ? ? 17.

ELIJAH, THE BRAVE REFORMER
---------M a y  20------ 1 K i n g s  17-2 K i n g s  2------

El i j a h ’ s  l o n g  p r e p a r a t i o n  fop . s e r v i c e — El i j a h ' s  w e a k n e s s  o v e r r u l e d  f o r  g o od— t y p i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  El i j a h

— E LISH A HECOMES E L IJA H 'S  SUCCESSOR.

“ Choose ye this day whom ye will serve.”—Joshua S^: 15.

E LIJAH is the most notable of the prophets, and the 
most remarkable figure of the northern kingdom. His 
advent in the history of his people was sudden. After 

the division in Itelioboam’s days, the northern kingdom 
traveled a swift downward course. God did not permit 
Jeroboam’s house to continue to occupy the throne (1 Kings 
13:34), and rebellion followed rebellion with much blood­
shed ; for eacli king exterminated the family of his prede­
cessor. One of these rebellions, about fifty years after the 
division, was headed by Omri of the army, a bold, evil man 
with no respect for the God of his fathers. (1 Kings 1G: 25) 
On his death, his son Ahab became king. Ahab married 
Jezebel, the daughter of the king of Tyre, a former priest 
of Baal, and lie did worse than his father. (1 Kings 10: 33) 
Jezebel was a fierce, wilful woman: she dominated her 
husband, and she therefore became virtual ruler of Israel. 
Slie determined to establish the worship of Baal in Israel 
and to destroy the worship of Jehovah. A large number of 
the prophets of Baal, the “ lord” of heaven, and of Astarte, 
the “queen” of heaven, were brought, and were kept at 
tile expense of the wicked queen. And this abominable and 
obscene worship was fastened upon Israel. She began 
the first religious persecution; for no one dared openly 
acknowledge fealty to Jehovah.

2It was under this stress of need that Elijah appeared. 
From the east of Jordan he came, apparently unknown to 
Israel. He presented himself to Ahab and said: “As the 
Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall 
not be dew nor rain these years but according to my word.” 
(livings 17:1) His word began to go into effect at once. The 
whole country was thrown into a distress of drought, which 
lasted for three and one half years. (James 3: 17) When 
God’s purpose in the famine was almost accomplished Eli­
jah, who had been specially protected by God, was again 
sent to Ahab. As they met. Ahab charged him with being 
the troubler of Israel. Elijah retorted that it was not he, 
but Ahab and his father’s house who were Israel’s troublors, 
and challenged Ahab on the fact and the power of Baal. 
Ahab was to bring all the four hundred and fifty prophets 
of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Astarte, for a 
demonstration as to whether Baal or Jehovah was God.

3Two altars were erected, and offerings were laid upon 
them. The fire was to come in answer to prayer. The 
prophets of Baal called all day for their god, but were 
Bade foolish; for there was no response. Elijah mocked

them. At evening time, in faithful, loyal appeal (1 Kings 
18:36,37), he called upon Jehovah to vindicate himself and 
his prophet. Immediately fire came down, which consumed 
the water-drenclied sacrifice and even the altar itself; and 
thus in quick response to Elijah’s prayer God demonstrated 
that he alone is God. Elijah took immediate advantage of 
the moment, and all the prophets of Baal were slain.

ELIJAH’S LONG PREPARATION FOR SERVICE
4He then prayed earnestly for the rain which God had 

promised to send; and soon heavy showers fell, so that the 
land was refreshed and watered, and the famine was ended. 
It was a wonderful and courageous thing which Elijah did 
that day. He withstood not only the opposition of the king 
and his court and the prophets of Baal, but also that Of 
the people, who had allowed themselves to be perverted, 
and who believed that he wTas the cause of the evil which 
was upon them. Elijah was strong in the power o f tha 
Lord. The question at that time in the life of the nation 
was that of the place of Jehovah. Israel had waived Jeho­
vah to one side and had taken Baal instead, on the claim 
that Baal was the god of power. The demonstration at 
Carmel settled the question for Israel.

5IIo\v came Elijah to take this notable place in Israel’s 
life? Did God suddenly call him from his home on the 
edge of the desert, and tell him what to do? Was that all 
the preparation Elijah had for his strenuous life’s work? 
If God had so chosen, Elijah would have been given strength 
and wisdom for his work. But God chooses those for his 
purpose who have directly given themselves to him, and 
who have been under preparation for such work as he sees 
is to be (lone. James supplies the answer. (James 5:17,18) 
He tells us that Elijah prayed earnestly that it might not 
rain. We ask: Why did he pray, and what ground had
he for such a prayer, even to ask that rain and dew might 
be withheld from the land? Elijah was a good man, with 
the honor of God ever before him and with the good of his 
people on his heart. He saw the wicked woman and the 
weak king leading the people astray, and the people willing 
to be led, and that the abominable Baal was worshiped 
instead of the God of Israel. He knew what Moses had 
written, how God had said that if Israel sinned he would 
withhold the rain of heaven from them. (Deuteronomy 11: 
17) Elijah believed that his people needed a sharp lesson; 
and he prayed earnestly that they might get it in ordei



140 rhe WATCH TOWER B rooklyn’ , X. Y.

that they might be saved from this abominable tiling, 
which was so dishonoring to God and so demoralizing to 
them and which had been fastened upon them. God heard 
his prayer and, as is usually the case, made use of the 
earnest man who sought the glory of the Lord. God sent 
Elijah as his messenger to Ahab and to Israel to carry out 
his work; and thus this praying, God-fearing man who 
lived on the borders of the desert becomes the center of 
prophetic activity, and lie and his work are made typical 
of some of the greatest things in the history of God's people.

6Our studies in the lives of God’s people continually show 
us that God honors those who seek his praise and the good 
of his people.

ELIJAH’S WEAKNESS OVERRULED FOR GOOD
follow ing this noble witness for God came one of those 

strange happenings which now and again are recorded in 
the history of God’s people. Elijah the brave reformer, a 
man who had courage to challenge the whole nation, who 
stood before the assembled priests of Baal and taunted 
them, suddenly lost his courage. Jezebel on hearing that 
the prophets of Baal laid been slain sent a threatening 
message to Elijah. She declared that within twenty-four 
hours he should be like the slain prophets. As he reached 
It his courage oozed out. He forgot his faith, forgot the 
providences of God which had preserved him, and fled for 
his life.

®We know' that God used this experience as a type for 
things to come in later days: but we also know that God 
would not force Elijah into fear and lack of faith, and we 
must assume that there was forgetfulness on his part. He 
and his servant fled at once from Jezreel. The next we 
hear of him lie is at Beersheba, in the south. There he 
left his servant, while lie went forward, going south into 
the wilderness. After a (lay's journey, he sat under a juniper 
tree to rest. He prayed that he might die. He slept but was 
awakened, to find a meal prepared for him and a cruise of 
water. The angel of God was about him. He ate, appar­
ently with no expression of surprise, and again lay down 
to sleep. Again he was awakened, and again told to eat ; 
and in the strength of that food he went forty days and 
nights. lie went on to Horeb.

TYPICAL EXPERIENCES OF ELIJAH
9Elijah went, and soon God spoke to him. There was a 

great wind-storm; pieces of the rocks were hurled about 
by its force; there was nn earthquake, and then a fire. 
Then, at last, came “a still small voice.” This man of 
somewhat wild, turbulent disposition probably expected to 
have the voice of God speak to him out of these convulsions 
of nature, as God had spoken there to Israel through the 
rolling thunders. (Exodus 19:18,19) But the Lord was 
not in the storm nor in the fire nor in the earthquake. The 
still small voice asked Elijah why he was there.

10Elijah’s answer is a revelation of the secret of his fears, 
and of His weakness. There is a note of complaint in his 
answer. All the prophets of God had been slain, and ho 
only was left, and he had to flee for his life. (1 Kings 19: 
14) Tlie implication was that he, the only faithful one left, 
had to look out for himself. Self, it seems, was too promi­
nent, the truth being that he had taken the care of himself 
into his own hands instead of letting God care for him. 
Fear of Jezebel drove out of his mind the fact that he was 
God’s servant and in God’s care. He had not given God a 
chance. There is no comfort in God’s response; for Elijah 
was in the wrong place, and not in the best condition of 
heart. God told him that lie was mistaken; that there were 
still 7,OIK) in Israel who had not bowed the knee to Baal, 
and whom God had protected from the vicious cruelty of

the wicked queen. The symbolic meaning of this peculiar 
manifestation at Horeb is set forth fully in the publisher's 
preface t o  Volume Seven of S c r ip t u r e  S t u d i e s .

“ The Lord bade him go back and proceed in anoint 
Ilazael to be king in Syria, Jehu to be king in Israel, and 
‘‘Elisha lo be prophet in thy room.” (1 Kings 1!): Hi) Eli­
jah in fleeing had not honored God. What would Israel 
think of i lie Prophet of God who had been so bold and 
Courageous, bill who had leaie.i Jezebi i's threat and laid 
fled for liis life? Eli jail was sent back, not (o continue the 
work lie had dropped, but to anoint the three already men­
tioned. as if tliej were to carry on the work he had begun.

“ lie wen! northward, but lie seems to have been in no 
hurry to execute bis commission. Appai cut ly passing where 
Elisha was plowing. Elijah cast his mantle o\er him. Tins 
was a symbolic act which Elisha understood, but which 
does not seem to be in full harmont with what God bad 
bidden Elijah do. lie did not coal nine Ins journey to 
Damascus, and Ilazael and Jehu wen' annulled lo their 
offices in later days by Elisha. Little is heard of him for a 
time, hut lie appears upon the scene again in the matter of 
Allah and Naboth's vineyard (1 Kings A!  : 17-2L ’ ) ,  and as a 
messenger of God to Ahaziah.—If Kings 1:5-10.

ELISHA BECOMES ELIJAH’S SBCCESSOR
“ Then came the time when tiiis notable servant of God 

must cease his labors. Whatever failure Elijali made in 
fleeing from his work just when it stsutled to lie brought 
to a culmination. God gave him the most wonderful end 
man ever had. The circumstances of Elijah's “ translation” 
and of its typical significance have been fully dealt with in 
these columns. (See Wvrcit T o w e r  of August 15, 1919) 
Elijah and his faithful co-worker Elisha had gone over 
Jordan together; now they walked not far from where 
Moses stood when lie “ viewed the landscape o’er,” and 
when- God buried him Elijali would give a parting bless­
ing to Elisha ; and Elislm asked for a hard thing, even for 
a double portion of Ins master’s spirit. Elijah, as the 
prophet of God, agreed to t 'c  request on condition that 
Elislm should see him as lie \ as taken away.

“ Elislm came away from I’m mountain blest with a 
double portion of Elijah’s spirit, to continue the woi k 
Elijah had begun, lie anointed Ilazael of Syria and Jehu 
to lie king in Samaria, and by one means or another the 
work of routing out the worship of Baal started with 
Elijali was accomplished.

“ Both Elijali and Elisha represent the same class serv­
ing under dilferent conditions. In the actual clash witli 
Baal both represent the church of God at this time, during 
the Lord’s presence, under the two phases; the first, from 
1874 to 1918, declaring the word of truth: the second, con­
tinuing that work, or setting forces at work which shall 
continue it, until that abominable tiling which has fastened 
ilself upon the life of Christendom shall have been de­
stroyed.

“ Baal worship was worship of the forces of nature. It 
corresponds in type to the worship of human reason as 
opposed to divine revelation—to higher criticism as opposed 
to humble acceptance of divine guidance; to worship of 
human skill as evidence of man’s independence of God. It 
represents all power or combinations of power, whether of 
money or force, physical or otherwise, of politics or eccle- 
siasticism, which could be used or exploited to show to 
men that God is not necessary to man’s happiness or 
pleasure or that the kingdom of heaven, as declared and 
described by the Hebrew prophets, can be brought about 
by human effort as distinct from the direct intervention of 
heaven. Whoever now tries to continue the present order 
of things by bringing about remedial measures, whether or
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not he professes to serve God, is really on the side of Baal: 
he is the enemy of God. (James 4 :4 ) We thank God that 
the Elijah work, whether that done by himself or continued 
in Elisha, is nearly finished; and that the true worship of 
God is soon to be established.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
Gi\e a brief outline of Israel's history in tile da vs of Elijah. H 1. 
llow  v\â  E h ,nil introduced to King Allah, and what immediately 

rook place: 2.
On iheir m -'-o m ! meeting, how did Elijah challenge A lm b ’  *1 2.
What notable thing transpired that caused the death ot the proph­

et'. of rani ’* *
What did Elijah next do. and why was he so su m ’^ n il '' c -4 
What preparation had Elijah for Ins life's work? Wh y  did he as­

sume such authority? And why was his work tjp icu l? *i o.

What traits o f character does God honor in choosing Ins messen­
gers ?  ̂G.

What explanation is there that the brave reformer should now flee 
from a woman? H 7, 8.

Why and how did God oxerule E lijah’s lack o f faith? 8.
Where did Elijah go, and what did lie next do? 1! N.
What notable event now took place in the Prophet’s li fe ’  H 9.
Why was Elijah in such a predicament, and wlmt was the typical 

significance?  ̂ 1 0 .
Elijah, seemingly disgraced, was now directed to do w lm t’  U 11
Was Elijah alert and prompt to carry out the Lord's instructions? 

«■ 1 2 .
What were the closing experiences of Elijah’s life? U1H.
W h o  received a double portion of Elijah’s spirit, and why? U 1I», 14.
A* Elijah's successor, what did Elisha do? H 14.
What <!ass m represented by these prophets? What remains to be 

d o n e ’  r J o .
What does Paul worship represent? Explain fully. H 1G.

ISAIAH, THE STATESMAN-PROPHET
------- M a t  27------- B ook of I s a ia h -------

COMMISSION OF IS A IA H  TO ISRAEL— GOD'S PEOPLE SHOULD T llU S r H IM — FOUR GREAT TRIM IIS TO BE PROCLAIMED— C,Oil's WORD
THROUGH ISAI',11 M ATCHLESS.

“H oc am I ; soul me."-- fsaiah 6:8.

THE topic for today draws attention to the fact that 
Isaiah the prophet was also a statesman. Because the 
prophets of Israel were sometimes churned with mes­

sages to Israel’s kings, and their "burdens’' often were 
comments upon the political situ;: on. or because they 
sometimes intervened in affairs. the clergy have claimed 
similar rights and responsibilities. Moreover, the Noncon­
formists have taught the people that every member of a 
church should vote as a duty to God. But there is no 
parallel. The policies of the kingdoms of earth are based 
upon selfishness and governed thereby: certainly not upon 
the teachings of Christ. Nor is it proposed that the League 
of Nations shall he governed by his teachings. Israel was 
God's kingdom ; bm even there the prophets did not speak 
except at his command.

Msaiali’s work was done in Jerusalem, beginning about 
seventy years after the death of Elijah. After the turbulent 
days of Jehu, both the kingdoms of Israel and Judah had 
rest for a time. Later the northern kingdom under the 
second Jeroboam, who reigned forty-one years, attained to 
its greatest eminence. But it went further and further into 
indifference towards God, at last becoming so much like the 
nations round about that it gave up the worship of Jehovah, 
and finally rejected his covenant. (2 Kings 17:15) The 
southern kingdom, Judah, also had a measure of prosperity. 
It did not take the course of the northern kingdom ; for it 
preserved itself from the idolatry of the surrounding na­
tions : but it developed that formalism which has always 
been associated w ith Jerusalem, and which became its curse. 
King Uzziah in Jerusalem reigned for fifty-two years; but, 
towards the last, as was shown in the W a t c h  T o w e r  of 
November 3, Ji>22, lie arrogantly took to himself a priestly 
ollice. an offense for which God smote him with leprosy. 
Isaiah began prophesying some little time before Uzziah’s 
death, and continued to he the Lord’s messenger during 
the following reigns of Jotham (sixteen years), Ahaz (six­
teen years), and probably all through the reign of Iiezekiah 
(twenty-nine years). lie  served a long time, but did not 
escape the usual fate of God’s prophets. (Luke 13:33) 
Tradition says that he was sawn asunder during the perse­
cution by Manasseh.

sIt was in the year King Uzziah died that Isaiah saw the 
vision which gave him his commission and set the keynote 
Of his ministry. He saw the Lord in glory in the temple 
enquiring for some one to speak for him. Isaiah offered 
himself and was accepted. It was a heavy burden that he

was coiled to bear; for he had to <=T>eak very pi-iii,,. aaainst 
the SiLS of iii". people. He b"ga;. oy ’ elling them : 'm! they 
were woolly sick, fall of corrupting sores, and that it was 
of God’s mercy they were not cut oil (Isaiah 1 :(>-!)) But 
he told them that God would purge them with the spirit of 
burning (Isaiah 4 :4 ) , and ultimately would restore (hem 
to his love and care. Isaiah’s commission was to proclaim 
judgment and desolation, and that only a remnant would 
be saved. But beyond all others Isaiah is nevertheless tlie 
prophet of restoration He tells of Israel’s i.storation 
(Isaiah 1 : 2(!) ; of the blessing of the Gentiles (eh 2: 2-51 ; 
of the establishment of the kingdom of peace (eh lit  ; oi 
the destruction of the power of death (ch. 25) ; ot the 
highway of restitution (ch. 35). And, in the latter part of 
his book, he speaks of the restoration of the ideal Israel of 
God to be Jehovah’s servant, to complete the ministiw of 
the elect before the full establishment of the kingdom. The 
remnant would become God’s servant to restore iiis people 
Israel that they might be an instrument of salvation to the 
world according to the original promise.— Isaiah 27: ti.

4It is not until after about twenty years that we have 
any other special link with Isaiah’s times. He was then 
told to .go to King Ahaz, who would be found at the end 
of the water conduit (Isaiah 7 :3 ) , and to take with him 
ills son Shear-jashub. The king was in considerable con­
cern ; for it was reported that the northern kingdom, 
Israel, and Syria were confederated against Judah and 
about to attack it. As the northern kingdom not long 
before had almost ruined Judah (2 Chronicles 2S:G-15) 
there was some reason why the king’s heart would tremble 
“as llie leaves of a tree when moved by the wind.” Ahaz 
was living outside tlie blessings of God’s covenant with his 
people, and therefore had not the rest of faith.

5At this time the Assyrian empire on the north was 
aiming to become the dominant world power. It had sub­
dued all the East, and now sought to bring its great rival 
Egypt into subjection. But Assyria could not attack Egypt 
without agreement with the nations of Syria and Palestine 
or their conquest. Egypt was a considerable power, and it 
was a question in faithless Jerusalem as to which of these 
two great powers they should choose with whom to make 
an alliance. While this was the case, Damascus and Sama­
ria, who for mutual safety were confederated against As­
syria, wanted Jerusalem to join them in the confederacy to 
resist the Assyrian power. This Jerusalem declined to do; 
hence the attack of Israel and Syria to enforce it. It wai
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at this juncture that Isaiah was sent to Ahaz as he was 
looking to the defenses of Jerusalem, and particularly to 
the water supply. Ahaz was not a good man; but because 
the time for the disruption of the kingdom of Judah had 
not come, lie was told that he need not fear the confederacy 
of these “ two tails of smoking firebrands.”—Isaiah 7: 4.

GOD’S PEOPLE SHOULD TRUST HIM
6Isalah told Ahaz to ask for a sign that God would be 

with him, but the king in mock humility declined. The 
Prophet then gave a sign. lie told that a child should be 
born, and added that before it should grow to distinguish 
between good and evil, devastation should come upon the 
two countries which were then threatening Judah. The 
child’s name was to be Immanuel, or “God with us.” Be­
sides this, there was to he another child born, who was to 
have the name of Maher-slialal-hash-baz — a name which 
has a strange significance, upon which translators have 
disagreed, but which apparently indicates that there was a 
time of distress imminent when prey would be seized as 
by a ravenous beast. The king and the people were warned 
against any confederacy either with the northern kingdom 
or Egypt or Assyria; for the Lord of Hosts would be their 
sanctuary if they would but trust him. (Isaiah 8:11-14) 
Isaiah saw that his advice would not be taken, and that 
God would use the Assyrian as a sharp instrument to bring 
a severe lesson to his people. He saw, too, that the 
Assyrian would be presumptuous, defying the God of Israel, 
and that God would ultimately break him because of his 
pride.—Isaiah 7: 20; 10:12.

7It was from these events that Isaiah, moved by the holy 
spirit, spoke the prophecies which follow—to chapter 35. 
He told of the great Assyrian power coming like an over­
whelming flood, covering the whole of those countries, and 
almost destroying God’s people. (Isaiah 8 :8 ) But a rem­
nant would be left, and these would be the nucleus out of 
which God would rebuild his Israel, (eh. 8:16-18) Sen­
nacherib, the great Assyrian ruler, in his own record says 
that the passing of his mighty armies dried up the streams 
of Palestine. (Isaiah 37:25) He devastated the northern 
kingdom, and carried its people away into captivity; and 
all the adjacent countries felt the desolator’s power. But 
Isaiah saw that at last that mighty wave would be broken 
against the rock of Zion. It would there lose its force and 
die away.

8The unusual circumstances under which Isaiah was sent 
to Ahaz, and the consequent incidents and prophecies are 
specially typical of things in the church of God during the 
harvest time. Here are treasures stored for the household 
of faith. Isaiah says he and his children are “ for signs 
and w’onders in Israel from the Lord of Hosts in Mount 
Zion.”—Isaiah 8:18.

FOUR GREAT TRUTHS TO BE PROCLAIMED
“Isaiah means “ Salvation of Jehovah,” and corresponds 

to the name of Joshua and Jesus. Shear-jashub means 
“The remnant shall return” ; Immanuel “ God with us,” and 
Maher-shalal-hash-baz “Haste to the prey.” These four 
names are significant. They exactly cover the phases of 
the truth which have been made prominent since 1878, the 
date when antitypical Mount Zion was first set up. Brother 
Russell’s great message was (1) that the salvation of Jeho­
vah had come; (2) that a remnant, a little flock, should 
be gathered out for the Lord; (3) that In the Lord’s return 
God is with his people, manifesting his power to deliver; 
and (4) that there was coming a great time of trouble into 
which not only Christendom but all the world would be 
throw’n. The confederacy of Syria and Samaria represents 
the growing dangers to faith of the last days; the Egyptian

and Assyrian empires represent growing world-powers which 
are really opposed to one another, and between which 
“religion” Is crushed.

“ Jerusalem of Ahaz’ day was not a faithful city, but It 
was not then the Lord’s time to destroy It. It well repre­
sents the state of Christendom at the time when the salva­
tion of the Lord was to be revealed. Isaiah and his chil­
dren and a few faithful disciples bind up the testimony. 
(Isaiah 8 :16) They represent those wTho are giving forth 
the witness concerning the disruption which is coming upon 
Christendom.

11Under the guidance of the holy spirit (1 Peter 1 :12 ), 
Isaiah in prophetic vision wrote in such language as to 
make the Assyrian desolation symbolic of the desolating 
power of the present day, when God is preparing for the 
establishment of the kingdom of righteousness by sweeping 
away all idolatrous and hypocritical worship by means of 
world-powers which are now rising ominously.

12In vision he saw beyond Israel's trouble. He saw7 a 
child born in Israel who would be specially under the care 
of God, and upon whom ultimately the government of his 
people should be laid; of whose kingdom there should be 
no end; who would bring the wisdom and counsel of God 
in his rule. lie would be victorious over all the enemies of 
Israel, and over all forms of evil; he would ultimately tight 
with and destroy every enemy of God and man, and lead 
the human family up tire highway of holiness to joy and 
gladness, and to mental, moral, and physical perfection.— 
Isaiah 35.

“ The destroying king of Babylon (Assyria) represents 
Lucifer, the world's devastator. But the great destroyer is 
himself destroyed in order that the world may have peace. 
(Isaiah 14:12-19) It is now the privilege of an Isaiah 
class to preach that the Prince of Peace 1ms now entered 
upon his work. They are also to proclaim the downfall of 
Satan’s empire; for like Isaiah they see that great empire 
destroyed and that great evil spirit rendered powerless.

GOD’S WORD THROUGH ISAIAH MATCHLESS
14Somo years later Isaiah is again in personal relation 

with the king. (Isaiah 36-39) Judah had been put under 
tribute by Assyria; but Hezekiah, then king and a true 
servant of Jehovah, had apparently stopped paying it. Sen­
nacherib determined to conquer these peoples and so settle 
world dominion. On his way to Egypt he was stopped at 
Lachish in the southwest country, a walled city of consid­
erable strength. It was from there that lie sent Hezekiah a 
threatening letter, which filled him with alarm. Isaiah was 
sent to Hezekiah to tell him that the end of his days had 
come. This was a specially heavy blow; for he had tried 
to do right. And he had not yet married, and therefore had 
no son who could follow him in the kingdom. Hezekiah 
“ sickened unto death.” Plaintively he appealed to Jehovah. 
He spread the blasphemous letter of the Assyrian before the 
Lord, and pleaded for himself. Isaiah was sent to tell him 
that his prayers were answered. lie would recover, and go 
up to the house of the Lord on the third day ; and his life 
would be prolonged for fifteen years. And the Lord further 
comfort ed him by telling him that the Assyrian should 
hurt neither him nor Jerusalem. On one of those nights the 
angel of the Lord passed over the Assyrian host, and as 
with a cold chill from the wing of death the Assyrian army 
was slain. Hezekiah was restored; he married, and a seed 
was born to him. His days were prolonged, and the pleasure 
Of the Lord prospered in his hand.

1BAs before, these events became in Isaiah’s clear vision 
the basis of an exalted prophecy. His message pours forth 
in full stream, as from an honored channel of the Lord. 
But it is not now one of “burdens”—woes upon the nations;
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it is a glorious prophecy of a restored people. The suffering 
servant of Jehovah, typified by Ilezekiah, has passed through 
the lime of suffering, and is notv raised to power and 
blessing, and becomes God’s messenger to spread truth 
abroad, first to Israel, spiritual and earthly, and then to 
all the earth.

10The second portion of Isaiah’s book is a song of deliv­
erance, of comfort to God's ancient people: and of the 
church in the end of its history, freed from all bondage of 
error, completing its mission, declaring the truth of God. 
Isaiah spoke of Jesus the suffering servant of Jehovah and 
how he bore the sins of many, and received the reward for 
his fidelity. (Isaiah 53) But tlic-e chapters prophetically 
porlray the time of his return and tell of the work of the 
anointed from that time onward until God fully sets up 
his kingdom. God’s witnesses are gathered and instructed. 
They arc bidden “ to awake,” “ to shine.” (Ch. 43: 10; 52 : 1 ; 
02:1) They know the voice of the Lord, and they recog­
nize his presence. (Ch. 52:0,10) From 18TS onward these 
scnplures apply. It is from these chapters that the church 
now receives its  clearest vision, and perceives its place in 
the ministry of righteousness, and the final pin-pose- of 
God concerning it. Isaiah’s prophecies thus speak to the 
church, guiding it and encouraging it in its last witness 
for the Lord.

17Tlie Scriptures say little about the personality of this

favored servant of the Lord. But his long record speaks 
volumes. There is no grander ministry than his. and the 
world has no writing which reaches so high a standard 
as Isaiah’s.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
Are the clergy in error in supposing that religionists should mingle 

in politics? *1 1.
Give a brief statement concerning the northern and southern king­

doms. and of llie life o f Isaiah. j! 2.
How did Isaiah come to be a prophet of the Lord, and what was 

his commission? ? 3.
Give two reasons why Alia/, was greatly concerned.  ̂4.
Give a brief outline o f the world's history at this time, with 

Israel's relation thereto, i  5.
In what way did God propose to protect Judah fiom  their enemies? 

1 0.
What was the result o f not obeying God’s voice, through the 

Prophet? U 7.
In what way were Isaiah and his children for “ signs and won­

ders"? U 8.
What are die four plm-es o f truth made prominent since 1878? U 9.
In what way did Jerusalem prefigure Christendom? H 10.
What did die holy spirit do for Isaiah's language? H 11.
How was Jesus smmn m prophecy m re his coming and his blessing 

all the families o f the earth'' *i 12.
What twofold message lias the Isaiah class for its present proclama­

tion ' i[ 1:!.
What did Assyria threaten to do, and how was Israel protected?

Hit.
What was the moaning of Isaiah’s prophecies being changed from 

"burdens” to “glories"? H 15.
Of wli.it special interest are the prophecies o f Isaiah to spiritual 

Israel? i l l ) .
How may we specifically know o f Isaiah's character and fidelity to 

God? H 17.

INTERESTING LETTERS
MESSAGE TAKEN SERIOUSLY

D ear B rethren  in  C u b i s t :
I am in receipt of your letter to the Georgetown class 

advising us of the public witness to be given. The class in 
Georgetown rejoice iu the great privilege of seining the 
Lord anil of being allowed to take part in heralding the 
message of the kingdom and that “ Millions Now laving AVi 11 
Never Die.” One brother remarked that he likened these 
world-wide proclamations to the Israelites marching around 
Jericho. Nothing extraordinary happens until the seventh 
day, and not even then until the city was encompassed 
seven times. Some seem to think that the subject “Millions 
Now Living Will Never Die” has been used too often, and 
that it will fail to attract public interest. But our expe­
rience is just the opposite, and more and more interest is 
being aroused. A year ago it was looked upon as a freak 
subject and ridiculed by the people; but now, judged from 
the numbers Halt come to hear the lectures, it is being 
taken more seriously.

The class here lias organized a beginners’ class on Thurs­
day evenings, llie  study being from the H a b p  of G od. This 
meeting is well attended, and great interest is shown. The 
strangers (if I may call them so) do all the answering of 
the questions, and vie with each other in making comments.

Brother Young has done much to wake us up to our 
privileges in serving the Lord : and I am sure he will be 
missed by more than 1 be brethren when he leaves these 
shores for good. The people have learned to love him,

I pray daily that the Lord's blessing will be with you 
ail, and give you wisdom to put out the glad tidings to the 
poor groaning creation.

With Christian love, C. M . U. C a d y , British Guiana.

ENJOYS THE PRIVILEGE OF SERVICE 
D eab  B rother  :

Greetings in the precious name of our dear Lord.
I enjoy the W a tc h  T ower and the G olden A ge. T hey 

are indeed precious meat in due season and give me much

comfort and joy. I also realize what a grand privilege it is 
to serve the Lord, both by canvassing with the books and 
by participating in the great world-wide witnesses. So I 
pray for God’s blessing on you and your works, and upon 
Hie S o ciety .

With warm love in him, E dw ard  A k h u b s t , England.

BLEST BE THE TOWER
D ear  B rother  R u therford  :

How wonderful it is that the T ow er furnishes us all with 
a full scope of affairs from the correct viewpoint and saves 
many of us from wasting our time on magazines and news­
papers ! How often we have all sung together, “ Blest be 
the tie  that binds our hearts in Christian love,” and we 
really mean, “Blest be the T ow er , that binds our hearts iu 
Christian love!” Surely the high-sounding praises of our 
God are my portion. All of my friends, all of my joys, all 
of my hopes, are through my association with my present 
Lord and his arrangements. I cannot express to you what 
the Cedar Point Convention meant to me of comfort.

I wish to thank you at the beginning of this non year 
for the Lord’s favors from your hand and express my desire 
to be faithful and to "be found in him.”

With Christian love, V ir g in ia  St e p h e n s o n , D . C .

LONG ON TOWER LIST
D ear  F ellow  M em ber s  oe t h e  A n o in ted  B o d y ;

I am writing to tell you how much I value the W a t c h  
T ow er  as we are nearing our home. There is not money 
enough in the world to buy its comforting visits. I am 
seventy-six years old and thought in Brother Russell’s life­
time that I would be beyond the vail before this time. I 
have had the W a t c h  T ow er  ever since 1886, anil it grows 
dearer all the time. I am blessed with the privilege of 
telling the groaning creation that the kingdom is near. This 
is my greatest earthly happiness, to make known our dear 
Muster's kingdom. The people say I believe it. With much 
low in all at the Brooklyn Bethel and everywhere,

Sa r a h  E. B iggebs, Okla.



International Bible Students A ssociation Classes
Lectures and Studies by Traveling Brethren

BROTHER T. E. BARKER
Salem, Ind.....................   May 16 Lexington, K y .....................May 23
New Albany, Ind................. ” 17 Shelbyville, K y...................... ”  24
De Pauw, I n d . ....................  ”  18 Jeffersontown, Ky...............  ”  25
Palmyra, Ind........................ ”  20 Jeffersonville, Ind................ ”  27
Louisville, Ky.......................  ”  21 Sonora, Ky............................. ”  28
Frankfort, Ky...................... ”  22 Elizabethtown, Ky...............  ”  29

BROTHER J. A. BOHNET
Center. Tex.................  May 10 Palestine, Tex............... .May 24
Clawson, Tex. .. * ” 17,18 pig  Sandy Tex.............. ”  25,27
Helinic, Tex.............. ' 20 Atiie ;s. Tex............... .....  ”  28,29
Alto. Tex.......... 21,22 P,rownsboro, Tex............ ”  SO
Rusk, Tex. .. .... ”  23 Tylei, Tex........................  ”  31

BROTHER B. H. BOYD
Parker, S. Dak...............May 11 Alton, la .................. May 21
Menno, S Dak......  13 Superior. Ia .......................  ”  22, 23
Yankton, S Dak. . 14 Em lion ille, Ia..................  ” 24
Irene. S. Dak.............  15 Sue City, Ia......................  ”  27
Vermilion, S. Dak. .. 10,17 Wall Lake, Ia ..................  ” 28
Sioux City, Ia................ IS, 20 Logan, Ia.........................  ” 29, 30

BROTH ER A. M. GRAHAM
Winnipeg. Man . . .May 13 Xeepawa, Man................May 23
PortageLa i ’i airie, Man. ” 14,15 Kehvood, Man.................  24
Solin'.. Man. . . ”  10 ,17  Dauphin Man.......... ........  2n  27
Brandon, Man . . ’ 18,20 Gilbert Plains, Man......  ”  28, 29
Rapid City. Man. . * 21 Grandview, Man............  ”  30
MnniedoMi, Man............” 22 Kamsack, Sask.....May 31, June 1

BROTHER G.
St. Louis, M o......................May 16
Jefferson City, Mo............ ” 17
Sedalia, Mo................ . ...... ” 18
Kansas City, Mo................. ”  20
St. Joseph, Mo..................... ” 21

R. POLLOCK
Omaha, Neb..................   May 22
Kearney, Neb. . ... . 23
Denver, Col...................... ” 25, 26
Pueblo, Col.......................  ’ ’ 27
Trinidad, Col...................  ” 28-31

BROTHER V. C. RICE
Benton, Pa...... — ....... " » y  17 Wilkes-Barre, Pa. ... .. May 24
Nanticoke, Pa. .............  18 Scranton, Pa............. 25
Carbondale, Pa. ................. • 20 Nanticoke, Pa. .. 27
l'ovntelle, Pa. ................... • 21 Towanda, Pa.............. . • 28
Tliroop, Pa........ .................. 22 Alba, Pa..................... -  29, 30
Cortez, Pa.......... .................. ■ 23 Williamsport, Pa. ..... * 31

BROTHER C.. ROBERTS
Huntington, W. Va. ... ’  My 10 Richmond, Ind. ... . May 25
Ironton, O....... 17, 18 Muncio, Ind........ 27
Ashland. K v . ... 20 Farmland, Ind. .. 28
Portsmouth, O. ..........  ” 21,22 Elwood, Ind......... ... . • 29
Elm Grove, .... 23 Alexandria, Ind..... ... ” 30
Cincinnati, O. ............... ’ 24 Anderson, Ind........ .......  ” 31

BROTHER R. L. ROB1E
Harlingen, Tex............May 11,13
Corpus Christi, Tex.... ’ 14
\ ictoria. Tex................ ” 16
HalleUsville, Tex......... ” 17
Houston, Tex................ IS
Galveston. Tex.............  ” 20

Alvin. Tex.................. ' 'Tay 21
Crosby. Tex. .......... 23, 24
Beaumont. Tex........  " 25
C row 1 . La ..........  ' 27
Je’- ungs, La.................. " 28
Lake Charles, La............ ” 29, 30

BROTHER M. L. HERR
Sisson, Cal...................... May 16
Ashland, Ore. ... ” 17 ,18
Medford. Ore....................." 20
Jacksonville, Ore............. ” 21
Rogue River, Ore......  ” 22,23
Roseberg, Ore...................  ’* 24

Eugene, Ore....... ..........May 25, 29
Reedsport, Ore. 27
Marshfield, Ore. 28
Marion, Ore. ..........  ”  30
Salem, Ore......... _____  ”  31
Dallas, Ore......... ............June 1

BROTHER W . J. THORN
Wakaw, Sask...............May 7
Prince Alber, Sask....... " 8
North Battleford, Sask. ”  9
Edam, Sask........  " 10-13
Edmonton, Alta. .. 15
Boyle, Alta....................  ” 17-22

Leduc, Alta.........  ‘' ray23
Buiord, Alta........... 25
Edmonton. Alta ..... 27
V ma law m, Aita.......  28
La combo, Alta........  ' 29
Riniboy, Alta.................. . ” 30

BL ?THER W . M. HI "SEE BROTHER T. H. THORNTON
Khedive, Sask. .. May 11,13 Oonfhct, Sask............ ..May 21, 22 Kentville, N. S. ........May 11.13 Long Hill. N. S. ___ .May 22. 23
Vicerov, Sask. ... 14 Shaunavon, Sask. ”  23, 24 Port Williams, N S.. - ” 14 Sydnoj, N S. ......... 24, 25
Harptree, Sask. . ...... ” 15 Resina, Sask............. E. Halls Harbor, N. S. ” 15, 16 Glace Bav N S. 27, 28
Luella, Sask........ ...... ”  16,17 Hurl Orc.v, Sask. __ ... ”  28, 29 Windsor, N. S. ... .........  »’ 17 North Svdiiey, N. S 29
Marigold, Sask. . ..... ” 18 Markioh, Sask........ . .. ”  30 South Rawdon. \. S. ”  18 Mabou, N. S............... »> 30
Assiniboia, Sask. ...... •’ 20,25 Cymric, Sask ............ ... ”  31 Stellarton, N. S. ........  ”  20. 21 P oit Hood, N. S........ 31

B R O TH E R  B H OW LETT B RO TH ER O. L. SULLIVAN
Stratford, Ont. .. May 16 Brantford. Ont....... ........May 24 Canonsburg, Pa. .......... May 9 Elwood Citv, Pa. . My 18Woodstock, Ont. 17 Hamilton, Ont.......... .........  ”  25 Wavnesburg, Pa. ..........  ”  10 11 New Brighton, Pa. 90
St Thomas, Ont. 18 Toronto, Ont.............. .........  ”  27 Pittsburgh. Pn . 13 New Castle Pa. 21
Windsor. Ont. ... • 20, 21 Guelph, Ont............... .........  ”  28 New Kensinglon, Pa..... ”  14 West Middlesex, 1‘u. 22
Chatham. Ont. . ... . 22 Oalt, Ont.................. »» oo Kittanning. Pa. ...........  ”  15 Farrell, Pa................ 23
Barnia. Ont........ ..........  ” 23 Kitchener, Ont......... .........  ”  30 Butler, 1’a.......... ...........  ”  16, 17 Sharon, l ‘a................ ’ 24

B R O TH E R  W . H. PICKERING BROTH ER L. F. ZINK
Cyclone. Pa ........ May 11 Olean, N. Y ..............._...May 18 Oshawa, Ont. ... ........May 18, 20 Oitawa. Ont........„...... 25,27
Olean, N ......... " 13 Binghampton, N. Y. .... ” 20 Trenton, Ont. .. .........  ” 21 Wakedeld, One. . 28, 29Franklinvillo, N, Y ........ ” 14 Oneonta, N Y, .... 21 Belleville. Ont. •» 0 9 Montreal. Que. . . >» 30
Shinglehouse, Pa. _____ . • 15 Cooks Falls, N. Y. ..... ”  22 Brockville, Ont. 23 Sherbrook, Quo __ »» 31Bolivar, N. Y ....... .........  ” 16 Scranton, Pa............ ..... ” 23, 24 Smiths Falls, Ont.......  ”  24 Woodstock, N. B ....... ..June 1. S
Allentown, N. Y. ” 17 Northumberland, Pa 25

PRAYER-MEETING TEXTS FOR JUNE
J une G: “ Grieve not the holy spirit.”— Ephesians 4 :6 .
June 13 : “ Quench not the spirit.”— 1 Thossalonians 5 : 19. 
J une 20 : “ Live according to God in the spirit.” — 1 Peter 4 :6 .  
J une 27 : Lot us “ walk in the spirit.” — Galatians 5 :1 6 .

I.B-SA. BEREAN BIBLE STUDIES
By Means of ‘‘T h e  P la n  o f the Ages”

Chapter XIV: “ The Kingdom of God”
Week o f June 3........ Q. 30-36 Week o f June 17............Q 44 49
Week of June 10........ Q. 37-43 Week o f June 24............Q. 50-5Si

Question books oo “ The Divine P lan'’ , 15c postpaid

HYMNS FOR JUNE
Sunday .. 3 283 lO  323 17 73 24 333
Monday 4 03 11  226 18 268 25 35
Tuesday ..... 5 124 12 224 19 260 26 139
Wednesday 6 312 13 251 20 189 27 256
Thursday 7 20 14 303 21 141 28 175
Friday 1 167 8 103 15 178 22  210 29 21
Saturday 2 15 9 9 16 67 23 238 30 245

CONVENTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED BY BROTHER RUTHERFORD

St. Paul, Minn., May 6.......................R. B. Morrison, 9S7 Laurel A v*
Duluth, Minn., May 8.— ...........N. A. Linderburg, 1426 Jefferson St.
Dubuque, Ia., May 10— ........Mrs. E. J. Drewelow, G28 W. 14th St.
Chicago, 111., May 13..............................A. L. Seele.t, 7642 Normal A v i
Denver. Colo.. May 27.................. Lofton G. Hand, 3847 Williams St.
London, Ont., June 3......H. J. Grover, Spruce St., London Jet., O n t
Richmond, Va.t June 1Q...~.............W. B« Sutton, 3519 Carolina Ay«»


