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“1 will stand upon my watch and will set my foor
rpon the Toiwrer, and will watch to see what He will
say unto me, and what answer 1 shall make to them
that onpose me”—JTabakkuk ¢ 1

Upon the easth distress of natlons with perplexity; the sea and the wives (the restless, discontunted) rosring; men’s .earts fal'inz them for fear and for loohing to the
things coming upon the earth (soclety); for the yowers of the heavens (eculesiasticism) shall be shaken. . . When ye see these things begin to come to pask
thep know that the Kingdom of God is at band. Look up, It up your beads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth nigh.—AMatt. 24;33; Mark 13:29; Luke 21:25-3A



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSICN

A1S journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Fxtension”, now being

presented in all parts of the civilized world by the WarcH TowerR BIBLE & TRACT SoCIETY, chartered A.D. 1§34,

“For the Pro-

motion of Christian Knowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s copventions and of the
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published STubpizs most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei Minister (V, D, M.}, which translated
into ¥nglish is Minister of God’s Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons 1s specially for the older Bible

students and teachers,

By some this feature iy considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian's hope now being so generally repudiated
——redemption through the precious blood of “the man (hrist Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a svbstitute] for

all”.

15; 2 Peter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowsinp of the mystery which. .

(1 Peter 1:19; 1 Pimothy 2:6G) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stomes (1 Corntiaens 33 11-

Jhas

been hid in God, . . . to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdow of God”~—“which in other ages
was not made known unto the sons of mea as it is now reiveated”’.—Ephesians 3:5-9, 10.
It stands free from all partics, sects anf creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest

subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in ihe Loly Seriptures.
hath spoken—according to the divine wisdoin granted unto us 10 understand his vtterances.
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God.

It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
Its attitude is not dogmatle, but confident;
It is heid as a wrust, 10 be used only m lhis

service ; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in 1ts columns must be according 10 our judgment of hig

goed pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledse,

And we not only imvite but urge oun

readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such tesiing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship”; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the gospel age—ever since Christ became the wo:ld's Ttedeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, throneh which, when
finished, God's blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access to him.—1 Cormmtans 3:16, 173 paesians 2:20-223

Genesis 28:14; Galatians 3:29,

That meantime the chisecling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these “living stones’, “elect and precious,” shall have been miude ready, the great M.aster Workman w.ll bring all together
in the firct resurrcction : and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeung piace between God and men throughout

the Millennium.—Revelation 15: 5-8.

That the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every

man,”’
Hebrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, G,

“a ransom for all,” and will be “the true light which hghicth every man that cometh into the worle”, "in due tme’ .—

That the hope of the church js that she way be like her Lord, “sce him as he is,” be ‘ partaker of the divine nature ,) and share his

glory as his joint-heir.—1 John 3.2; John

17:24; Romans 5:37; 2 Peter 1:4,

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service: to develop in herself every
grace; to be God’s witpness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.——liiphesians 4:12; Matthew 24:

14; Revelation 1: 6; 20:06,

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the
restitution of all that was lost in Adum, to all the willing and obedient, at the bhands of their Redeewer and his glonfied churchg
when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—~Acts 3:19-23; lsaah 35.
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OUTLOOK FOR NINETEEN-TWENTY-THREE

WORLD CONDITIONS—THE CHURCII AND THE HARVEST—OUR DUTY—YEAR TEXT.
“We all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory

to glory, even as by the spirit of the Lord.”—.

NTERING upon the duties of another vear, we do
1 well to view the sitnation hefore ns. As Christians
our faith is heing put to the test. Some will doubt-
less be overreached by the seductive inlluences of this
world, even though it is away. Against such
temptations we should fortify curselves, If we view the
conditions about us in the light of the Scriptures and
confidently rely upon the Word of God as to the reason
and the remedy for precent ills, we shall be strong in
‘aith and hence more determined to press on during
the year.

passing

WORLD CONDITIONS

August 1, 1914, marked the end of the gentile times.
It also marked the legal ending of the old world. There
the ouster proceedings began, when he whose right it is
took unto himself his power. Christians viewing the
development of affairs in the light of the Secriptures
can see the conclusion of the ouster proceedings near at
hand. Satan’s empire is toltering to the fall. The right-
Zul King is here. His kingly powers are heing exercised
and the old order is rapldl\ disintegrating that the way
may he clear for the reign of righteousness and the
establishment of cverlasting peace.

The World War did not make democracy safe; that is
to say, a rule of the people, by the people and for the
people. Conditions show that it came far short and,
jnstead of bettering matters, made them worse. None
except those who are casily deceived cver did helieve
that the war would hetler conditions for the world
in general. Those who coined the phrase “make the
world safe for democracy” did not believe such would
be the result. They had a selfish motive in using such a
phrase. Now we see that the World War left a great
gaping wound which is far from being healed. More
than four years have passed since the signing of the
armistice. On that day the peoples of the world were
wild with delight, believing that there would immedi-
ately follow peace and prosperity. Now in every land
the people are in distress, the rulers are in perplexity,
and men’s hearts are failing them for fear. Pestilence,
famine, and revolutions have followed quickly upon the
heels of the war; and no human remedy has been offered

2 Corinthians 3: 18.

or can be offered that will remove distressing conditions.

Ru-sia, once tha mighty empire of the Czars, with
her great wealth, learning, and power, is a wreck., Over
the greater part of that country what is termed eiviliza-
tion has practically disappeared and the people lav
rcteegraded to the condition of barharism and cannthal-

vy The four years following the war have been the
worst of all for Russia. When some doubt that the
thine. feretold in the prophecies could happen within

the next three or four years, their attention is invited
to Rux.ia. Onece the greatest wheat-producing country
in the world, it suddenly became barren and millions of
people starved to death. This condition drove the neople
to cannibalism, and in the valley of the Volga and
the Caucasus great numbers of human beings ate other
human beings. As an illustration, in one town recently
there were two hundred prisoners awaiting trial on the
charge of cannibalism. One man was charged with hav-
ing devoured fifteen persons. He protested, saving that
he had caten but seven, and confessed that the first one
was his own wife.

On November 1, 1922, a writer on conditions in
Europe said i the public press:

“While I was in Praguce last summer two cars of (zech
refugees arrived from the Caucasus, They were broucht by
the Czech government. The original party was composed of
more than five hundred persons. Sixty-four only arrived at
Prague. They reported to their rescuers that their com-
rades, mostly women and children, had been killed or had
succumbed to hunger and privation, and that their bodies
had been devoured by the cannibal hordes in the (aucasus.”

The public press recently gave wide publication to
the fact that great hordes of Russians were crossing the
river into Bulgaria and, being driven back to their own
side, were immediately shot down by armed forces on
the Russian side.

Private information recently received from Poland is
to the effect that two brethren who were sent into Russia
to do colporteur work came back practically physical
wrecks, terrorized by the terrible things which they wit-
nessed. Amongst other things reported was that what
railway trains are operated are so crowded that many of
the poor people ride on top of the trains. While a train
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was miaking such a journey a woman missed her pocket-
book. A lad sitting nearby was accused of taking it. A
court was at once constituted on top of the moving train.
This court went through a mocek trial and convicted the
boy ; and a hig, burly soldier in the party twisted off his
head and threw the body between the moving cars.
Within a short time the woman found her pocketbook.
The same court tried her, and she met a like fate.

These hordes of maleontents are knocking at the doors
of all the nations of Europe. while their propagaucs
agents are actively promulgating their theories. Neces-
sarily all Iurope is disturbed with this condition. A
writer in the metropolitan press recently said:

“The barbarians of the North who overran and destroved
the Roman  civilization have returned to their ancient
haunts; and impelled by hunzer and a desire for plunder,
they are again sureing aeainst the harriers imposed between
them and the sun-kis<cd vallexs of the 3 rerranean.”

From the Seriptural standpoint Pale tine i the point
from which diredtions are named: henee the north
country” would be that of Russia. 'The prophet Jeremiah
foretold the conditions now observed in Russia. “Out of
the north an evil ~hall hreak forth upon all the inhab-
itapts of the land.” (Jeremiah 1:14) “I'or I will bring
evil from the north, and a great destruction.” (Jeremiah
4:6) Egypt, as used in the Scriptures, 1= a type of the
world. "T'he same prophet savs: “Egvpt i« like a very
fair heifer, but destruction cometh ; 1t cometh out of the
north. . . . The daughter of Egypt shall be confounded ;
she shall be delivered into the hand of the people of the
north.”™ (Jeremiah £6: 20, 24) Waters are a symbol of
people. (Revelation 17:15) In eymbolic phrase the
prophet secems to refer to conditions now beginming:
“Thus saith the Lord: Behold, waters rise up out of
the north, and shall be an overflowing flood, and <hall
overflow the land, and all that is therein; the city, and
them that dwell therein: then the men shall ery, and
pll the inhabitants of the land shall howl.”-—Jer. 47: 2.

These prophecies seem to refer to a movement, de-
structive in its nature, that begins in the north country.
While Christians must not participate in this or any
other trouble, it hecomes the duty of the child of the
Lord to call the people’s attention to these terrible things
as a fulfilment of divine prophecy, evidencing where
we are on the stream of time.

Today Furope is undergoing its greatest crisis since
the heginning of the World War, France ix on the verge
of a financial collapse. She faces a great defleit with no
resources of revenue in sight. Ier people are restless.
Italy '~ constitutional government has fallen: and Italv
is now in the hands of a dictator. which government
may prevail for a while, but will be of brief duration.
Conditions in Poland are far worse than those described
by the public press. Practically every one has turned
profiteer. Under their law the owner of property has
nothing to say as to who shall occupy it and the amount
of 1ent o be paid. This is determined by the state
authorities. The tenant, however, placed in the property

BrookLYN, N, Y.

may put somebody else in and charge a large sum there-
for, of which the landlord gets not a penny. And whilz
this is a technical violation of the law, the law officers
wink at it. Property owners are discouraged. The peo-
ple are in distress; many of them ave starving. The
same property conditions prevail in Germany and Aus-
tria.

Austria, seething with unrest, is on the verge of an-
other revolution. Ier finances are a wreck; her husi-
ness is practically gone. In Germany the people are in
despair because of their economic and food conditions,
A cold winter is on, with ~tarvation staving millions in
the face,

Ingland has recently had a change of government,
which wasx nothing <hott of a revolution; and the man
who [or several vears has wiclded the power of the
nation now mu-~t take a back ~eat. The Labor party has
been advaneed to an oflicial position, with more adher-
ents ' an Mro Asquith and M Llovd Coorge combined.,
Already having lost Beapt and Treland, Britain fears
the loss of Todia. which would mean the rapid disinte-
aration of the empire.

Recently there assembled in Rome leaders of the Mos-
lem nations, who came for a conference as to ways and
means for overthrowing the Britich empire. The trouble
with the Turk in the Near Fast and {he Balkans threat-
ens to plunge the whole world into another war. All
the nations a few months ago were agrecing to disarm,
and now every nation is making feverish preparation
for war. A short {ime ago there came to America a dis-
tinguished citizen of Irance, with the evident purpuse
of inducing America to prepare for another conflict and
to take the side of I'rance.

In the United Ntates the recent clections have demon-
strated the dissati~faction existing amongst the people.
Two years ago the countrv with an overwhetmiug ma-
jority of 7,000,000 turned down the officers in power.
In the recent election the pendulum swung to the other
extreme. Is it any wonder that the statesmen are in
perplexity and the people in disiress?

Even the financiers are now trembling. According to
Mr. B. C. Forhes, who writes for the daily press and
who speaks with authority from a worldly standpoint,
it is feaved that the incoming Congress will enact laws
eliminating the gnarantee of a falr retwrn to railway
capital, a bonus law adding extra hurdens to taxpayers,
a law interfering with the Tederal Reserve Act, a tax
designed to bear chiefly on capital. Mr. Forbes ravs:
“These financiers are following elosely political and so-
cial developments in Europe, and they do not like the
way things are going.”

Without doubt the United States is in far hetter con-
dition, economically speaking, than any country in the
world; and it is reasonable to expect a ~hort period of
prosperity in this country, and particnlarvlv in certain
portione of it. This period of prosnerity will frmish a
test for some of the Lord’s people. Not permitting their
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vision to extend beyond the borders of the United States,
some will be inclined to think that our calculations with
reference to what may transpire within the next few
years are entirelv wrong and that we had better slow
up 1 our proclumation of e message of the Lord’s
kingdom. This will be a great mistake. Let us see to it
that we do not permit anvthing to prevent us from pro-
claiming the message ol the presence of our Lord and
the kingdom at hand.

THE CHURCH AND THE HARVEST

Looking over the field from the standpoint of the
con=ccrated Christian we have every reason to he grate-
{ul and to rejoice. The church generally is in good con-
dition. While there is a tendency amongst some to be
overreached by the conditions of this world and to have
their ardor for the Lord’s kingdom somewhat dampened,
such is the exception and not the rule. Generally xpeak-
ing, the consecrated everywhere are alert and active in
the proclamation of the kingdom. They realize that the
King is here; that hix kingdom has begun. In the coun-
tries suffering the greater amount of trouble there is
greater activity on the part of the truly consecrated. In
Germany during the past vear there has heen a {remen-
dous witness of the truth; and the peoples whose hearts
are sad and who view uncatisfactory conditions are in-
quiring the reason why, and many have turned their
minds to reading God'’s Word.

The Cedar Point Resolution, calling attention to the
fact that the vemedy for the ills of the present order is
the Messianic kingdom and hearing a message of gool
tidings, peace, salvation, and hope to the people, hax had
a wide cirenlation; and as the people study the condi-
tions in the Light of what is there set forth many more
turn to the Lord’s Word for consolatiown.

Tn Austria the truth is having a wider ecirculation
than ever. It was reporled in these columns some months
ago how an attempt was made to break up a meeting in
Vienna, which in part succeeded after the lecture was
well-nigh finished. Qur readers will be interested to
know that a notice published in the paper the next day
to the effect that the cause for such disturbances is set
forth in the Word of God and explained in our litera-
ture, resulted in more than five thousand orders for the
“AMillions” book in less than three weeks; and now the
Socicty’s representative in Central Europe reports that
a class of Bible Students attending regularly the meet-
ings in Vienna numbers more than two hundred, and
that thirty-seven have recently consecrated and symbhol-
ized their consecralion. Thus the Lord makes the wrath
of man to praise him, overruling Satan’s interference.

From Scandinavia comes the report of an increazed
interest in the truth there and greater activitv on ihe
part of the brethren; and this is gratifying indeed.

The million or more copies of books contracted for by
the Society for continental Europe during the past year
have heen completed and are going rapidly into the
hands of the people.
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From Switzerland come reports of an increased inter-
est in the truth and greater zeal on the part of the
brethren in publishing the message of glad tidings.

Recently Glasgow, Scotland, had a general convention.
A report from the chairman of that convention amongst
other things says: “This was not only the best conven-
tion, but the largest we have had here yet. We do not
know exactly what Cedar Point was, but if it was better
than the Glasgow convention 1t must have been more
than sublime.” 'The condition of the church in Great
Britain has never bheen hetter, and the brethren are
zealous and carnest in the proclamation of the message.

From Drother George Young, who for the past year
hax heen in the West Indies, and British and Dutch
Guiana, comes the report of a greatly increased interest
in the truth in that wection of the world, a larger at-
tendance at all the public meetings, with houses packed
out. and with a corresponding increase of zeal and devo-
tion on the part of the hrethren,

From Canada the Society’s representative likewise re-
ports increased interest and zeal in the proclamation
of the mesvace.

From Australia comes the report from Brother W. W.
Johnston of a greatly increased interest in the work
there and of a corrvesponding zeal manifested on the
part of the bhrethren and a growth in grace.

In the Umted Stlates the classes generally are in
splondid condition ; and while here and there some may
he Lound whose laith grows weak, this is not the rule.
Occaxionally a class i3 found that says: “Why should we
continue to preach ‘millions now living will never die?
Why can we not have something else?” These should
have in mind that the walls of Jericho were compassed
about thirteen times hefore they fell. Doubtless those
who walked around them, blowing their horns, had sim-
ilar tests to what come of the hrethren now are having.
Probably they said @ ‘Joshua must be very foolish to
have thix done” But in due time the Lord rewarded
{faith. We should remember that the Lord caused Moses
to appear several times before Pharaoh and undergo
some trving experiences with that ruler hefore he was
permitted to lead the children of Israel out of captivity.
Doubtless the Lord permits these things in order to test
our faith and love and devotion to him.

OUR DUTY

The outlook for the year 1923 is indeed encouraging.
As we view the dixintegration of the old order ax so much
evidence hearing upon fulfilled prophecy, proving con-
clugively the presence of the King and the kingdom,
every one of the Lord’s consecrated should gird up the
loins of his mind and be -ober, pressing on, knowing
that victory awaits every one who thus continues faith-
fullv"to the end.

The apostle Peter had a vision of the time which we
now see actuallv. Clearly it appears to all the conse-
crated that the present order is being dissolved and the
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new order coming in. “Seeing then that all these things
shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be
in all holy conversation and godliness ?”—2 Peter 3:11.

There are two primary things we can now do and
which devolve upon us to do: (1) To faithfully wituess
to the truth as opportunity offers; and (2) to be ~o exer-
cised by {he expericnees that come to us that we may
develop character pleasing to the Father. thus a-suring
our victory and the winning of the iz, These two
things are so closely allied that they ave wmseparable. As
ambassadors of the King of kingx and Lord of lords we
must now be faithful to our covenant, and to do so we
must continue faithfully to testify the meaning of the
things that are seen by all and to point the pecple to the
better things that are soon to come. Our cfforts will be
misunderstood by some; while others, under the influ-
ence of the adversary, will deliberately misrepresent us.
They will even accuse us of bheing in league with the
radical element, secking to overthrow the government.
The Lord himself was likewise [alsely aceused.

As Christians we have no part in the troubles that
afilict mankind. Our part is to stand aloof from all,
taking sides with none and pointing oul to others that
the hope and salvation of the world lies not in interna-
tional conferences or political leanuss or schenes, hut
that the onlv hope is the Messians: kinedom. Some
will musunderstand us here and say that we are advo-
cating a rule by the Jews, meaning the profitecring Jew.
01 course we have no such thought in nund. What we
do hold and teach is that the Lord will take charge of
the government and will run it in righteousness, and
tlat his representatives will be the faithful men of old,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and others of the approved ones
of God resurrected to perfected human condition.

It is a blessed privilege we have thus to testify to the
sin-sick and oppressed world, showing the people that a
bettor day is at hand. As Christians we are 10t pessi-
miste, 'We are anything but pessimist . ‘We are really
the only optimists on earth ; for we view the present sit-
Lewolt 10 calmness, huowing that the Lord will hring it
out on the right side and that soon he will establish a
condition of righteousness and lasting peace in the earth.

YEAR TEXT

The lext for the year 1923 rclates to the transforma-
tion of the Christian into the likeness of our Lord and
Master Christ Jesus. The complete transformation into
his character likeness is the carnest desire of every one
of his faithful followers. It should be their daily effort
to accomplish this insofar as it lies within them. While
we are giving testimony concerning the presence of the
King and his kingdom, this must be prompted by one
motive: namely, love for God and the Lord Jesus and a
love for the betterment of our fellow creaturcs. And we
must strive to be so exercised by the experiences which
come to us that they will develop in us the character
likeness of our Lord. St. Paul declarcs: “Whom he
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[God] did {orcknow, he also did predestinate to be con-
formed to the image of his Son.” (Romans 8:29)
Again he says: “Work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling; for it is God who worketh in you both
to will and to do of his good pleasure,” (Philippians
2:12.13) The body membors must be made like unto
the Head, and the body 1.2 mbers must be coworker.
togetier with God to accomplish this end.

Reeing then that we are entering upoun another year,
hence a yvear nearer the consummation of our hopes,
how appropriate the vear text: *We all, with open face
heholding as in a plass the glory of the Lord, are changed
1o the same imace from glory to glory, even as by the
spirit of the Lord!™

“We all” means all the members of the body of Christ
thix side the vail. All who in fact are in the race for the
prize of the hugh calling must be included in this class;
for those to whom the text does not apply could not be
of the class {hat is being transformed. The text docs
not zeem to admit of any exception.

“With open face” means those who have their vision
illuminated by reason of the begetting and anointing of
the holy gpint; those who have put away prejudice,
superstition and fear and who are trusting implicitly in
in the Word of God. Jt mecans those who have but a
single purpose ; and that purpose, to know and to do the
will of God. To this end such are applying their minds
to ascertain the good and acceptable and perfect will of
God. Jt means those who are holding to the truth for
the love of the truth, and not holding to it or abandon-
ing it because some one else is doing hkewise, It means
one whose heart is set fully upon the Lord with a deter-
mination to he [aithful, regardless of who else may or
mav not be faithful.

“Beholding as in @ mirror” means those who are fixing
their mind upon the Word of God and relying upon his
promizcs. When we look into a mirrer we see the reflec
tion of our countenance; and evidences of character or
lack of character arve written upon that countenance.
The mirror within the meaning of this text, however, is
the Word of God, which refleets the character of the
TFather and of his beloved Son, our Savior. The spirit
of the Lord is in his Word ; and those who have his spirit
are specially attracted to his Word., Fixing the mind
upon the Word of God, studyving it and meditating upon
it, one there beholds reflected the attributes of the divine
character: to wit, wisdom. justice, love and power.

The transformation which guarantees one’s abundant
entrance into the kingdom will not be accomplished by
viewing the defects in others, nor by meditating upon
one’s own defects ; nor will it be accomplished by finding
fault with the efforts of others in the proclamation of
God's Word. A mere knowledge of the Word of the Lord
will not prepare one for the kingdom. It is not sufficient
that we merely understand the divine plan and rejoice
in the fact that God has made gracious provisions for
mankind. We must do something more, We must
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view with joy the wonderful character of our Father
and our Lord. and strive daily to copy that character.
We must with gladness of hecart tell the message to
others; and if we really love the Lord, we cannot refrain
{from telling it. IHence we see that the two things,
service prompted by love and an honest effort to grow
in the likeness of the Lord, are cssential to every one
who would gain the prize.

“From glory to glory. even as by the spirit of the
Lord.” Glory means a position of honor in the presence
of the Lord. The Lord is now present. Each one of his
anihassadors holds an honorable position because of rep-
reseniing the Lord. The transforninge power and influ-
ence is the spirit of the Lord: and a< one is prompted
by the Lord's spint fauthfully to perform his covenant
in the position e now occupies, there is a gradual trans-
{formation from one degree of glory to a hizher degree,
ultimately reaching the position with the Lord in his
kingdom, where there will be [ulness of joy and pleas-
ures for cvermore.

As we look into this divinely provided mirror what
do we see?

DIVINE ATTRIBUTES

In the Word of God we see the divine attributes
refleeted  wixdom, justice, love and power. The divine
cttributes; in equal and exact halance, we term character.
The complete sanctification of the hody members of
Christ i~ the will of God: that is to say. their setting
aside 1or hix use and for growth into his likeness is his
purpose concerning them.

We read: “Known unto God are all his works from
the beginning of the world.” (Acts 15:18) Hence we
conclude that the divine attribute of wisdom completely
formulated the divine plan concerning man before the
hegimning of the execution of any part of it. Divine
power put into operation ereated man. Therealter divine
justice became actinve concerning man. “Justice and
judgment are the foundation of thy throne.” (Psalm
£9:11) Jehovah in the exercise of his divine attributes,
wi~dom, justice, love, and power, decides what must he
done, and hix decision is designated his will; or other-
wise slated, his law. God's will expressed toward man is
his law concerning man. To man he expressed his law:
“The soul that sinneth it shall die” The infraction of
thi~ Jaw must result in the penalty preseribed; hence
the office of justice is to see that the law is enforced
in letter and m spirit. The unchangeableness of Jeho-
vah i illustrated by his justice. Jehovah never changes.
He wever makes a mistake and never doex a wrong. If
God were unjust, we should have no hasis for our abud-
mg vonlidencee and faith in him; but heing just we may
be sure that he will never fail us nor forsake us. Justice
and truth go hand in hand. Justice may be properly
used as a synonymons term for righteousness.

As we behold divine justice reflected from his Word
we are to strive to copy that quality of character. Justice
is the first thing necessary in the building of our own
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character. This does not mean that we are to demand
justice of every one. It does mean, however, that we
are to render justice to all men. We must first be just
hefore we can manifest love; and where one resorts to
inju~tice it is an evidence that he has ceased to exercise
the quality of love for the time being at least. This is
one of the tests that are now upon the church. Jesus,
referring to this time, said: “Because iniguity shall
abound, the love of many shall wax cold.” (Matthew
R4:12)  Iniquity means inequity, unrighteousness, or
injustice, the very antithesis of justice. We should not
lore confidence in any person without a just cause
or reason. We should not indulge in evil surmising or
evil speaking of another. Such a course is unjust. Just-
ice knows no compromize and no deviation from the
fixed rule of action. No one 1y entitled to thanks for
doing ju~tlv. While it is the privilege of a Chnstian to
receive justice from every one, vet if he suffers injustics
it ix likewise his privilege to bear it. No Christian will
he anthorized, however, under any circumstances to deal
unjustly with another.

Love is the quality of character that prompts one to
do good unto another even at a sacrifice to himself.
“(rod so loved the world that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever helieveth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.”” (John 3:16) It was love
that made provision for the redemption of man. In
God’s due time he began to manilest his love toward
mankind, and this manifestation e made particularly
in the sending of Jesus to be our Redeemer. “Hercin
is love, not that we loved God, hut that he loved us, and
sent his Son to be the propitiation for ouwr sins. In this
was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent his only hegotten Son into the world. that we
might live through him.” (1 John 4:10,9) Thus we
see that the love of God being manifested to man caused
him to suffer a great sacrifice. As we behold his charac-
ter thus reflected {from his Word we are taught that trua
love upon our part can be manifested ouly by sacrifice.
Our adoration of Jehovah and our jovful submission ta
his will lifts us up to the point of loving him supremelv
because of his true worth. It becomes our privilege,
then. to saerifice our time, strength, energy, money, in-
fluerce. and whatsoever we have, to glorifly the Lord
Jehovah and our Lord Jesus in telling forth the quali-
fice of character possessed and manifested by them.
IHence the only pleasing motive for service is that of
love ; and where love prompts the action of the Christian
there is no fear either of man or of other adversary.

True love for the Lord Jehovah is the result of an
abuling confidence in him. Trusting in his absolute
power and love toward us, and in his justice and his
wisdom exercised for us, we love him with all our mind,
strength, heart, and heing. Hence we joyfully sacrifien
whalsvever we have, that his name might be glorified.
It is the holy spirit, the spirit of God operating in us,
that leads us to this development of character; and
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thus by this power or spirit are we transformed into
his character likeness.

Love for the hrethren means an unselfish desire to do
good to them, and doing good, even though it costs us
much. Recognizing a brother as a fellow memhber jour-
neving toward the kingdom, our honest heart’s desire is
to ~ee him progress. Justice would forbid us trying to
do injury to um. Love would impel us to make a sacri-
fice that he might he huilded up on the most holy faith.

Love for the peoples of the world does not mean a
desire to have their anproval or to asree with them;
but it means a d~ire ¢n our part to help the peoples of
the world hy pointing them to the only means of salva-
tion and blessing. And since we see that God loved us
while we were sinners, developing that Godlike attribute
we shall have a pity for the poor groaning creation and
a sincere, honest desire to see them bencfited by a better
condition. And thix love leads us jovlully to tell to
them the mes:an o of the Mesvanie kingdom, The ma-
jority of the pro vlew of the world. expecially the leaders,
are arraved against God's people s henee termed enemies.
But we are commanded to love our enemies as God loves
his. Thix dos nt mean to symypathiz» with their course;
but it doex mean to have an honest. sineere desire to see
them lifted out of the mire and degradation and given
a position of hlessing.

We view the terrible conditions of the world as herein-
before briefly described; and while we are not at all in
sympathy with any of the wickedness, crime, and wrong-
doing carried on by any class or any people, vet the
heart’s sincere desire of the Christian is, prompted by
the spirit of the Lord, to see all classes of men lifted
out of the mire of degradation and to sec them enjoy the
sunlight and blessing of the Messianic kingdom now
coming into power.

I'rom the divine mirror we sce the wisdom of Jehovah
reflected. Wisdom permitted justice to act first. Wisdom
held bhack love until the due time for its manifestation ;
and wisdom in due time will operate the power of God
to the general good of all mankind.

Wisdom is knowledge applied in such a manner that
will result in the greatest amount of good. We acquire
knowledge from the Word of God. We study the Word
of God that we may thereby aseertain his good and ac-
ceptable and perfeet will. We become wige, then, in pro-
portion as we imbibe and follow the Word of God.
Henee as we hehold the perfect wisdom of Jehovah and
strive to copy it we are transformed into this attribute
of character likeness.

The time has come for the Lord to exercise his power
concerning the kingdoms of this world. Jehovah is ex-
ercising this through his great and beloved Son Christ
Jesus, the King of kings and Lord of lords. In Revela-
tion we behold a picture of our Lord, “called Faithful
and True, and in rightcousness he doth judge and make
war.” He comes forth now to exercise divine power
against the umrighteousness of Satan’s empire. The
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members of the body this side the vail possess little or
no power, and whatsoever they have they are admonthed
to use hut for one purpose. 'They are speeially admon-
ished never to use what little power they have ax the
world uses it. “Ior thounh we walk in the flegh, we do
not war after the flesh; for the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, hut nughty through God to the pulling
down of stroug hold=" (2 Corinthians 10: 3,4) In pro-
portion as we have the spirit of the Lord, in that pro-
portion we will use what facullies we possess to the
Lord's glory. Tt is our privilege, then, to exercige the
little power with which we are endowed on this side the
vail in advertisimg the King and his kingdom.

Gazing into the mirror of the Lord, we sec now his
power being made manifest for good; and as we imbibe
that spirit there iz a gradual transformation of ourselves
more and more mto his likeness, appreciating the fact
that it is our privilege to use all of our faculties to his
praise and glory. The miore we study the matter, the
more we sce the abselute necessity of engaging in the
Lord’s service as hix true representatives and proving
ourselves faithful and true wilnesses in order that we
may develop the character likeness of our Lord and
King. Let us sce to it. then, that all of our acts are
based upon justice: that they are all prompted hy the
gpirit of love; that we act wisely and m harmony with
the divine Word ; and that we use our powers and facul-
ties to the glory of the Lord. Thus as we continue to
gaze upon the perfeet character of our IFather and upon
that of his beloved Non, who 1s the express image of the
IFather ; and as we diligently strive to copy this character
likeness, moved always by the spirit of loving devotion
to him, we are changed into his image from one degree
of glory to another, even by the spirit of the Lord.

Iiach week we will have a text in harmony with this
general thought. Taking the weekly text, then, as a basis
of thought and study, we shall find many corresponding
texts that will enable us to obiain a clearer understand-
ing of the vear text and to profit by it. It will be the
purpose of THE WarcH TowER to publish in advance a
href statement of each one of the weekly texts, as sug-
gesting rather a line of thought: and our readers pos-
sexsing the STupIEs IN THE ScrirTuRres, Toe Warcm
Tower, and the other helps can follow this up further
cach week. Thus doing, we shall all during the entire
year be studyving the same general subject matter; and
it is to be hoped cach will be growing more and more
into the likcness of our Lord and Ilcad.

FIRST WEEK

The text for the first week of the vear is: “Thou
sendest forth thy spirit, they are created.” (Psalm 104:
30) Spirit means the invisible power or holy influence
of God. The words of the Psalmist are to the effect that
God’s invisible power is exercised and his creation fol-
lows. Quoting from Volume 5 of STUDIES IN THE
ScrirTURES: “The power of God, his vehicle of energy,
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fecundated waters, or rendered them fruitful, prolific.
Similarly, ‘holy men of old xpoke and wrote ax they
were moved by the holy spimt,” the holy mfluence or
power of God fecundated their minds, causing them to
bring forth thoughts such as God wixhed to have ex-
pressed. (R Peter 1:21) Similarly, the skilled workmen
whom Moses selected to prepare the paraphernaba of
the Tabernacle were brought under the miluence of the
divine power, to the energizing or quickening of their
natural faculties, without affecting them in any moral
senge, even as the waters of the great deep were not
afiected in a moral sense. . . . Takewize, we are in-
formed that Jehovah God put upo' Moses and the elders
of Isracl his spirit, with special power for judging in
Israel’s affaire, preserving order, et K115, 176,

Our study this vear, however, « als with the new
creation, of which Jesus is the M ad, the Firsthorn,
“He is the beginmng, the firsthorn rom the dead: that
in all things he might have the preeminence.” (Crlos-
sians 1:18) The Logos was the beginning of all God’s
creation. The Seriptures then introduce us to a new
creation of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4), a creation
far above other powers and principalities, of which
Christ Jesus is the preernent head over all. (Philip-
prans 2:9-11) In preparing this new creation, which
will have preeminence above all others, God followed the
rule of fir-t puiting the members through {ryving expe-
riences, thus allording them an opportunity to prove
their lovalty and devotion to the Creator and his prin-
ciples of r1ohteousness. Christ Jesus, the Ilecad of this
new creation, “though he were a Son, yet learned he
ohedience by the things which he suffered.” “For it
brcame him, for whom are all things, and by whom are
all things, in brinzing many sons unto glory, to make
the captain of their salvation perfect through suffer-
ing.” Hebrews 5:8; 2:10.

It is the spirit of God, his invisible power sent forth,
that results in all of hiz creations, including the new
creation. Iach of these must be developed in the school
provided for that purpose. It will he profitable, then,
for cach one of us in the school of C‘hrist during this
year to behold in the mirror of God his character like-
ness and that of the Head of the new ereation, that we
may be by his spirit transformed into the likeness of
our Lord and King.

SECOND WEEK

“He hath beqotten us toa hope of life.” (1 Peter 1:3)
Jesus, the Head of the new crcation, was begotten to
the divine nature at the Jordan. Begetting means be-
ginning ; hence this was the beginning of the new crea-
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tion. For three and a half vears he taught his disciples.
They were fully consecerated followers, learning of the
Lord. Before, however, they could be hegotten to the
divine nature the great ransom price must be presented
to divine justice as a sin-offering. When Jesus ascended
on high this was thus presented, and evidence of this
was given when at Penteeo. t the holy spirit was mani-
ferted upon the disciples in the form of tongues of fire.
Before that time they were consecrated, but now they
were justified, accepted as a part of the sacrifice of our
Lord. and begotten to the divine nature; hence it was
their beginning.

This hegetting is likened unto a contract. A contract
requires two parties, whose minds must meet. There
must he something done on each side. When we come to
the Lord and fully surrender ourscelves in consecration,
that act is equivalent to agreeing that the Lord shall
take us and use us in whatsoever manner he sees best
ard grant unto us just such blessings as his love and
wredem dictate. It is a promise to do the will of God.
The Lord Jesus, then imputing his merit, presents such
an one to the heaveuly Father, “Ttis God that justifieth.”
Being justificd, we have peace with God throush our
Lord and Ravior Je:us Christ and are thus made accept-
able a~ a part of hix sacrifice; and homg thus aceepted,
we are heaotien fo the divine nature. and this i done
by the Lord Jehovah g'ving to us hix exceeding creat
aud preetous promixes. He promises that we shall ho of
the divine nature, provided we fulfil our part of the
covenant. “Of his own will begat he us with the word
of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his
creatures.” (James 1:18) “His divine power hath given
unto us all things that pertain unto hife and godliness,

. whereby are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises, that by these ye might he partakers
of the divine nature.” (2 Peter 1:3,1) “God . . . hath
begotten us unto a hope of life by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incor-
ruptible.”—1 Peter 1:3, 4.

And when the time came for the gathermg unto the
present King the members of hix body, this Seripture
applies: “Gather my saints together unto me, those that
have made a covenant [eontract] with me by sacrifice.”
—-Psalm 50: 5.

Otherwise stated, we sacrifice our all by full surren-
der to the Lord. and he gives us the exceeding great
and precious promises; and this is the heginning. Then
we have new hopes, new ambitions, new prospects, and
new desires; and as new creaturcs we begin to be trans-
formed into the likeness of the Head, Christ Jesus.

THE ENDURING WORD

“I opened the old, old Bible
And looked at a page of Psalms,
Till the wintry sea of my troubles
Was soothed by its summer calms;

“For the words that have helped so many,
And that ages have made so dear,
Seemed new in their power to comfort
As they brought me a word of cheer.”



JESUS HEALING ON THE SABBATH

——JANUARY T—LUKE 13—

SATAN TRIES TO MAKE JESUS AFRAID—THE SABBATH A TIME FOR RESTITUTION

JESUS INDIGNANT AT HYPOCLRISY—CORRL I'TION

OF KINGDOM TRUTIIS—THE DANGER OF BEING SHUT OUT FROM THE LAST SERVICE,
“It is laurjul to do good on the sabbath day.”—I>Matthew 12:12.

T SLicMS certain that the events narrated in the thir-
teenth chapter of Luke's gospel took place when our Lord
was making his last. journey frow Galilee to Jerusalem,

He traveled on the east side of Jordan, in the district known
as Perea, thus avoiding the road through Samaria, and vis-
iting some districts where he had not previously ministered.
Luke tells us that at this time there were some who came
to Jesux to tell him of a terrible thing done by PPilate. That
cruel, 1miihless man had slain sonte Galileans who were visit-
ing Jerus .em, and who, probably, were worshiping in the
temple ecourts; and to show hix utter contempt for the Jew-
ish worship and sacrifices, he had mingled their blood with
that of the sacrifices they offe: .

Luke does not state why thasc people told Jesus of this,
but the way in which he narrates the incident indicates that
Jesus did not receive them as friends but rather as enemies.
In all probability their object was to frighten the Lord: for,
except Judas who betrayed him, he and his company were
all Galileans. Perhaps they thought that the Lord would
hesitate, and not coniinue his journey to Jerusalem. What-
tver their motive, without doubt it was Natan who prowpted
their going to the Master. He had tried to ~educe our Lord
from the narrow pathway by making him xpecial offers of
advancement in the world ; he had tried himn through 'eter’s
loving sy mpathy when DPeter said about Jesus' death: “Leord,
fet it not be; pity thyself” (Matthew 16: 22 margin); and
now he was making an attemipt to turn the Lord aside
through fear of consequences to him and his little company.
He failed; the Lord refused to be intimidated.

SATAN TRIES TO MAKE JESUS AFRAID

Unexpectedly he questioned them. “Suppose yve,” he said,
“that these Galileans were sinners above all the Galileans
because they suflered such things?” Then answering his
own question, lie said: “I tell yvou. Nay: hut, except e
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” They presumed that
thexse men were not under the care of God, ws others were;
else Pilate would not have been able to slay them; and
there was an assumption that Gualileans were sinners more
than others. Jesus also reminded them that some time
before, the tower of Siloam in Jerusalem had fallen and
slain eighteen persons. Jesus said: “Think ye that thesec
were sinners above all other men that dwelt in Jerusa-
lem?’ By putting these questions to them he showed that
accidents could happen to those of Jerusalem as well
as calamities to sinners of Galilee. The way he put the
question shows that to him all the men of Jerusalem, as
well as all in Galilee, were sinners. Said Jesus: “Unless ve
repent ye shall all likewise perish.”

Wlhether or not these were Iharisees who came to him
we do not know: but the Lord shows that they and the
ontes who died, as well as all others of Jerusalem and Galilee
—in other words, all the house of Israel—were sinners in
the sight of God: and unless they repented and acknowl-
edged him as the one sent of the INather, they would all
perish, as these unfortunates had done. To emphasize his
mexning our Lord spoke the parable of the fig-tree planted
in a vineyard, ITe told that the owner came to find fruit for
three rears and found none, and then told the vine-dresser
to cut it down, saying, “Why cumbereth it the ground?”
The vine-dresser pleaded that it should have one more
vear's trial, ITe said: “Lord, let it alone this year also,
till 1 shall dig about it and dung it: and if it bear fruit,
well : and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.”—
Luke 13:8, 9.
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It is clear that the fig-tree represents the Jewish people,
and the owner of the vineyard Jehovah their God. The
three years represent the labor of Jesus already past, and
without show of fruit. God could very properly have con-
cluded the work of Jesus at that time: for all classes of
people had rejected him; but in his mercy they were still
to have the further period of trial until the tull time of
Jesus" ministry should have expired. Six months later he
was crucified at the hands of that fickle, cruel people, so
full of profession of loyalty to God, but so empty of devo-
tion. After Pentecost many of them reponted and turned to
the Lord. and entered into the blessings which God then
had for his people, but as @& people they rejected hmm and
were rejected by him, and passed on to their punishient.
As a nation they perished, as a people they entered into the
direst trouble that any people has ever had inflicted upon
them by the providence of God.

The time of trouble now on the world corresponds to that
which came upon the Jews after they had rejocted the Loid,
In the present workl trouble some nations have wiready sul-
fered heavily, but we need not think that they are simners
above the rest ol the nations of earth, thouch it may well
be that God will mark out for special tribuliion those who
have dealt hardly with his people, the Jews., We can, how-
ever, be certuin of this—that all the peoples of the ecarth
are sinners in the sight of God ; for they neither acknowledge
him nor his Christ, and they reject thie truth with scorn,
even as the Jows rejected Jesus., Also as then, $o now Satan
seeks to frighten the Lord’s people {rom their work, through
feur of evil consequences ; but the true disciple goes forward
as his Master did. All Christendom is imvolved in the world's
trouble; and it is the church’s bhusmess to tell {o all that
unless there is quick repentance all, Judean or Galilean, in
Christendom or in heathendom, “will lHikewise perish.” We
thank God that we know that the tine of trouble is not the
end of all things. God’s mercy with all its bles~ings of resti-
tution lies bevond it.

SABBATH A TIME FOR RESTITUTION

After this Luke relates the inerdent which forms the bas's
of todaY's lesson, and ¢ives the thoucht for the topic: “Jesus
Healing on the Sabbath,” In our Lord's ministry there were
nany instances of healing on Nabbath days. During o part
of his Galilean ministry Jesus must have daily spent many
hours in the ministry of healing; but the Gospels, by brine.-
ing into prominence certain notable incidents of healing upon
Sabbath «tay s, emphasize the facet that Jesus’ ministry and
healing. and the Sabbath day are inseparably linked. With-
out doubt Tsrael's Nabbath was a fizure of the time when
God's true rest would bhe entered into in full enjoynient of
his orizinal blessines as in Eden. But Jesus shows that the
true Sabbathi, white a time of rest, is also a time of restitu-
tion and of blesxings of healing.

On this Sabbath day in the synagogue where Jesus was
teaching, there wus a woman present who had “a spirit of
infirmity.” Jesus saw her amongst the company. She was
bowed down, bent double, s it would he expressed in homely
phrase; and it may be that her head raised up showed her
eyes appealing to him; or it may be purely beciuse he
desired 1o show his true ministry that he spoke to her. We
do not know. Buf we do know that he said to her: “Woman,
thou art loosed from thine infirmity.,” Moving from his
place, he laid his hands upon her; and immediately she was
made straight, and glorified God.
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JESUS INDIGNANT AT HYPOCRISY

The ruler of the synagogue was indignant and voiced his
anger that Jesus should heal on the Sabbath day. e said
to the congregation: “There are six days in which men
ought to work {This was a rebuke to the Lord]: in them
therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day.”
This was a rebuke to the people. This attitude and the
hardness of heart he disclosed caused our Lord to turn
upon him immediately. “Illypocrite,” he said, “doth no: each
one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass froim the
stall, and lead him away to waterinz? and ought not this
woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath
bound, lo. these cinhteen years., be loosed from this bond on
the sabbath day ¥

This ruler was evidently spealing for others in the syna-
ogue wWho were of the same catlous di-position as he, and
our Lord spoke to them when he spoke to tie ruler, Here is
an exhibition of what a pharisaical mind will lead a man to.
1t would prefer 1l ot a Lood action should not be done unless
it could be done according to the rules laid down by ortho-
doxy. The way Jesus puts his question shows that he took
the Sabbath day as a day specially set apart for healing,
and tbat they ought to have understood it thus.

Here was the position: A daughter of Abraham bound
for eighteen years by Satan, and the Son of .Abraham pres-
ent who could loose the hond, and the day, God's own day
of rest, & Subbath to enjox: yet these hard-hearted, formal-
ity-obserying religioniste preferred that one of God's ¢hil-
dren should remain in bonda<ze of the devil rather than be
released bhecause they had certain ideas of what was proper
to be donc on that day. There is no cruelty like that of the
creed-bound heart. The manner in which our Lord put this
made these men ashamed of themselves, but it made the
people glad and they rejoiced in all that was done by him,

The ¢itse of this woman seems to be of a semi-demoniacal
trouble. Luke, who was a physician, says she was bound by
a spirit of infirmity, as if she were possessed by a spirit
which caused her to believe that she could not straighten
herself. The touch of the Lord healed her, caused her to
exert her will, giving her permanent cure. Here is an exam-
ple for the consecrated. They are sons of Abraham, holders
of the promises (Galatians 3:29); and it is their privilege,
whenever brought face to face with those bound of the
devil, at least to tell out the gracious message which, if
received, will loosen every bond of Satan.

CORRUPTION OF KINGDOM TRUTHS

Luke then tells us that our Lord spoke two parables—
that of the Mustard Seed and that of the Leaven. The
mustard sced, which we are told is the smallest of all seeds,
grew into a great tree, and the fowls of the air lodged in its
branches, The leaven hidden in three measures of meal
worked its way into the mass until the whole was leavened.
Jesus likens the kingdom of heaven to both these growths.
What is the point of the illustration? We know the common
interpretation—that the truth as proclaimed by Jesus, sown
by him as a small seed, would grow until it would be a tree
that could shelter the nations; and that the little leaven of
truth which he placed would work its way into the mass of
humanity until all mankind shall be permeated wilh it.
We do not accept these interpretations, however.

Probably our Lord had in mind that which had already
happened in Israel. God had given them the Law and com-
mandments at Sinai. But false professors had enlarged upon
the Law with their own vain suggestions and, as Jesus said,
had by their traditions made the word of God of none effect.
Our Lord indicates that much the same thing would happen
to his teaching. There would be those who would lay hold
upon it, and fasten upon it vain traditions of men making
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it of none effect. It is a clear matter of history that the
church of God so called has grown into a huge establish-
ment of an entirely abnormal growth; has been fostered by
kings, poientates, and politicians; has been enriched by
merchants and by those who have exploited men on behalf
of organized religion; and that the great tree of Christian-
ity has had, and still has, its branches full of “birds of the
air,” the agents of the evil one, Later, in Revelation 18:2,
our Lord says thar Babylon has become the hold of every
hateful and unclean bird.

Respocting the other figure, leaven, we know that leaven
is alvays used in Seripture as a symbol of evil or corruption.
The womn, the fib-e chureh, unfaithful to God, has placed
leaven into that whieh was the true food of the church of
God : and the corruption worked until truth could hardly be
found. We thank God that the Lord in these days of his
presence has once axain given his people clean food free
from defilement, the corruption of leaven, of Satun’s lies, of
the thoughts of evil men, and of the doctrines of demons.

DANGER OF BEING SHUT OUT

"y aose remarks of our Lord caused one to raise the ques-
tion, “Lord, arc there few that be saved?’ The Lord told
him the main question was the personal one. e said:
“Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto
vou, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.” The point
of importance is not knowledge as to how many will be
saved, but *“am I getting inside the door of the house?’
Personal responsibility is involved, and must be accounted
for. The Lord speaks of the time when the door will be
closed. It is as if he had referred to his ministry, then cou-
tinued more than three years in Israel, and was making
reference to the few who had listened to him. Perhaps our
Lord meant to tell the speaker that there was a time com-
ing very quickly when the house of Israel would find the
door of God’s favor shut.

But the Scripture certainly has reference to the end of
the gospel age; that is, to our own day. The Lord says
plainly that there will he a time when the Macter of the
house will 1ise up and shut the door: and he indicates (hat
there will be some who will then knock, quite expecting the
Lord to open it to them., They speak to him familiarly:
“Lord, Lord, open unto us.” Then the Lord declarcs thut
he will say that he does not know them or from whence
they are. “But,” say they, “we have eaten and drunk in
thy presence, and theu hast taught in our streets.,” But the
Lord will say: “I cell you, I know not whence ye are;
depart from me, all y¢ workers of iniquity.” These should
Liave known the Lord’s will, and they would not have inis-
used their opportunity. They are bidden to depart from
him, and are enlled “workers of iniquity.”

The Scriptures are very definite that when the Lord enters
into judgment-—which time is now on—that all not fouad in
harmony with him are treated as workers of iniquity. The
Lord will not own them, even though they have “eaten ard
drunk in his presence.” He indicates that there will be
many surprises. Not only will many come from unexpected
places and guin a place in the kingdom of God, but some
lact-comoers shall enter into the highest places; som~ of the
last will be first, and some oi the nrst will be last.

We suggest that our Lord here does not refer only to the
shutting of the door of the high calling, nor to ¢ntrance
into heaven; but that he has special and direct refercnee 1o
the last phases of the work and experiences of the church.
There comes a moment when the door of opportunity for
the enjoyment of the presence of the Lord with all its
favors of service under his special direction is closed. Those
who have for any rcusouu noi eeu so watchful as they ought
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to have been, find themselves ‘“outside” the privileges of
service, They want to do something, but thcy hwve Lo
guidance from the Lord., The leaders ask those who are led
where they should lead them next; the shepherds ask the
sheep for direction! They are surprised about this: they
tell the Lord that they have worked and eaten with him.
But he refuses to have any relationship with them; they
must take their place with all other opposers of the king-
dom—in the trouble and distress of the outer darkness in
which Christendom is involved.

As our Lord was speaking some Pharisces came to tell
him to get out of the country, becausc Ilerod intended to
kill him. This was another attempt on the part of the
enemy to get our Lord to turn back, to allow himself to be
intimidated; hut neither those who told him about the
Galileans, nor these Pharisees, nor the devil himself, could
instill a spirit of fear into our Lord. On a former occasion,
in the exercise of his judgment, when lie heard that Herod
had killed John the Baptist Jesus had left the southern
part of the country to go north. But when the tine came
that he should turn his face towards Jerusalen nothing
would deter him from his purpose of carrying out his
Father’s will, and he had no hesitation in <pexking plain
words to those who cawme to hin. “Go ye, and tell that fox,
Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures today and tonorrow,
and the third day I shall be perfected.” Our Lord then

BroogLYN, N. Y,

intimated that he expected to complete his work in Jerusa-
lem, and there, and in the same way, to share with the
many servants of God who had completed their service,
slain by those to whom they had sought to convey the word
of God, The prophets of God are stitl slain, or murderously
attacked by those who are the responsible leaders of Chris-
tendom. Thanks be to God, even these shall yet see the
truth in the kingdom, and will say, “Blessed be he that
coneth in the name of the Lord.”

BEREAN QUESTIONS

Why did Jesus travel on the east side of Jordan? 1.

What objeet had certain individuals who met him? § 2.

What Jesron concerming acendents did Jesus teach” €3,

Why 18 repentance necessary i order to be saved” €4,

How was the fie-tree used to teaclt a e <on* ¢ 5.

Tow wa~ the present trouble pretvred in Israel’s condition? § 6.

What did Isracl’s Sabbath prture” G 7.

Tlow did Jesus help the in“irm woman? €8,

What atritude did Jesus show toward the ruler of the synagogue?
9

What was wrong with the rules of orthodoxy? ¢ 10.

How has Satan held the race m bondagev 11,

What privilece has the new creature in loosening these bonds? §12.

What connnon crror has been raught concerning the parable of the
et d seed €10

What s {ile (., terpretation” € 14,

In what way vas leaven used 1o teacl o lesson? 15,

In what <ense has each a personal 1. ponsibility® 9 16.

Why will some be Teft withonr the «oor e T 17,

Wht i~ Lintieary vath the Lond™s work necessary ™ €18,

Why ~hould ve seize every opporiunity 1o serve the Lord? §19,

Whart ob~tacle did Satan suggest to retard the Master? § 20,

JESUS TEACHING HUMILITY

Jaxtany H—Luxe 14
GOD DOING SABBATH DAY WORK—NECESSITY OF TIUMILITY

MISSING OPPORTUNITIIS—COST OF DISCIPLESHIP.

“God resisteth the proud. and giveth grace lo the humble.”—1 Peter §: 5.

N THI first verses of this chapter Luke gives another

incident of Jesus’ teaching respecting the Nabbath., He

went into the house of one of the chief PPharisees to eat
bread on the Sabbath day. There wax present a man afllicted
with dropsy. Jesus suw that the lawyers and the Pharisees
present were watching him, evidently 1o ~ee what he wonld
do. Jesus immediately raised the quesiion, “Is it lawful to
heal on the sabbath day?™ They helil their peace: none
could answer him. Then. while they were silent, he brought
the sick man before all the company and healed him,

Whether or not this situation was devised we cannot cer-
tainly say, but we are inclined to believe that these people
had set @ trap for the Lord. In the first verse Luke says
that they wuatched Jesus; and it i< improbable that a man
badly afllicted with dropsy would he present in that com-
pany except by arrangement. These men were always seek-
ing to set a trap for the Lord, that they might raise an
accusation against him or prejudice him in the minds of
the people as one who had no respect for the traditions,
which were held in such high esteem. These righteous men,
so careful for the sanctity of the Sabbath, would have no
hesitation in arranging an evil device on that day.

Jut Jesux, ever the master in every situation, caught
thent in their own trup. They were not expecting to be
questioned, and they were put to silence; for the teaching
of their rabhis had muade no provision for such work uas
Joesus was doing. sinee never before in the history of Israel
had there been such a healer as he. Then JJesus said to
them : “Which of you shall have an ass or an ox fallen into
a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on the sabbath
day?’ Again they were silent: for they knew that if ordi-
naly compassion for an unfortunate animal would not cause
them to deliver it from the pit their greed would do so.

These men were great sticklers for their own interpreta-
tdons of the law, but were greedy aud avaricious; and when

their own property was in danger their cupidity would lead
them to keep the law in its spirit as well as letter. A
stricken woman or a sick man, however, excited neither
compiis~ion nor love, Their ox or their ass might be bound,
and they woulld lovse it to give it water; but a son or a
daughier of Abraham bound by Satan did not concern them.
If they really hadd cared for the healing of the man afllicted
with dropsy, instead of watehing Jesus with a critical eye
thexr would has o brought the man to Jesus and besought foe
Lealing,  What they wanted was to entrap the Lord into
something windli would seem contrary to the Sabbath law,
in order to incite the people gagainst him.

GOD DOING SABBATH-DAY WORK

Perhups this ineident was used of the Lord in o special
Wiy tor no other instance of healing on the Sabbath or
other illnstration seems just <o explicit as to the real mean-
ing ot the Xabhath, By it Jerus shows God's loving atiiiude
towaids hix fatlen creatures and his plans for therr restora-
tion. God created man perfect, but hie was hecediess and
foolisli, Man was the ass which Tell into thie pit of xin and
Satan s bondage, and that very early on God's Nabhuth day.
But his owner, his gracious Creator, did not leave him there
to waste awad and perish, but arranged to rescue him from
the pit. The Father becan to make arrangcements for the
rescue, and worked on preparing the covenant arrangements
until he sent Jesus {o carth, Then Jesus began o take up
the work, as lie said; “My IFather worketh hitherto, and
[now] T work.”—John 5:17.

The work of getting the ass out of the pit will continue
throughout the seventh duy of God’s rest. Very soon the
church will be engaged in the work; and the last period of
this great Sabbath day will be a very busy time while man
is being delivered from the bondawe of the pit, and his
goings established in the paths of righteousness and peace,
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and he brought back to that mental and moral image of God
in which he was originally created.

NECESSITY OF HUMILITY

After this incident the Lord might very properly have left
the company, but he staved on. As lie marked how those
that were bidden chose out the chief places, he took the
opportunity to continue his instruction. They required les-
sons in ordinary decency, and he spoke plainly to themn. In
the form of a parable he showed them the toolishness of
choosing the chief roonmis when bidden to a house or of
choosing the chief seats when bidden to a wedding feast.
The desire for honor caused them to lose sight of the simple
rules of conduet, so that when they were invited to each
other's house they Lad not the ordinary decency to wait
untit they were placed by their host, nor the courtesy to
give each other the preference, but took for themselves the
most honorable seats; and even thouch now and again one
had to be put hack to a lower place this did not teach them
the necessary lesson.

Jesus turther said: “Whosoever exulteth hiniself shall be
abased s and e that humbleth himself shall be exalted.”
He lifts this matter from the ordinary affairs of life and
declares it to be a principle upon which God acts: so that
tuking a seat at a host’s table may mean something which
aiteets one’s eternal destiny,  fTumility is not stated to be
one of the graces of the spirit, but it is a very necessary
condition of heart. God gives grace to the humble (1 Peter
S:0) o and no one nmy expect to make progresys in the
Lieavenly way or to win the prize of the hich calling of God
in Christ Jesus who docs not put on the garnrent of humility,
Humility is of the lieart, and the garment of humility should
be worn near it as an under-garment rather than an over-
garment. Iividently the Lord has arranged that we must
hunible ourselves, and certainly this is a much pleaganter
way than learning humility by being humhled,

The Lord's people must be careful to get the proper ad-
justment in this matter, Ostentatiously taking a back seat
may reveal as much pride as seeking a prominent one; and
there may be as much pride in the heart of a working man
or woman as in that of o prince. Humility is of the hearrt,
and that member must be kept in Jowlitess. In our <ervice
for the Lord we should not seek places wherein we
shine in the sight of others, or find self-s1tis action, but
rather do that which lies at our hand, and which in the
providence of (God is very probably just the right service
both for the Cause and for our developwent, If we find
ourselves watching to see Llow we slana e eyes of
others, or watching for our position, or in any way thrust-
ine ourseives forward, we are not humbling ourselves, hat
are rather feeding our pride: amd we are certain to hurt
ourselhves. Awam, sone will not take service heeause they
“preter to he humble! These usually develop a spirit of
critieisin and judenient or, in other worvds, of pride. True
humility <erves in quietness of spirit, and like God’s peace
it ix always aetive 1 its own silent way.

Jesus continued his lessons in humility, Npeaking about
another cuxtom of the Pharisces who, when they made a
feust, called their friends and those ‘romn whony they might
expeet something in return, he said: “When thou makest a
dinner or a supper, call not thy friends. nor thy hrethren,
neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours: Jest they also
bid thee again, and a recompence be made thee, But when
thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the Tame,
the blind : and thou shalt be blessed : for they cannot recom-
pense thee: for thou shalt he recompensed at fhe resurrec-
tion of the just.” Surely these words reveal to us something
of God'y graciousness. We know that he is specially watehtul
towards his own, and that those who =ive a cup of cold
water to a disciple are to be rewurded by him; but our
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Lord here intimates that those who are kindly disposed
towards the poor have something to come to them from God
in the day of judgment.

There will surely be a reward for all those noble-hearted
men and women who often at great cost to themselves have
genuinely labored for the poor of the world, seeking to
ameliorate their bard condition. There is nothing here
spoken against social gatherings of {riends, but only against
set and ostentatious gatherings to “show off” or to get some
favors in veturn. Danger lurks in sueh feasts. Let the
Lord’s people remeniber that true recompence comes from
God in his own time.

MISSING OPPORTUNITIES

One who sat at meat with him said in a sudden burst of
feeling: “Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom
of God.” The Pharisces certainly expected to be invited to
any feast (God should prepare. Then Jesus gave the parable
of the man who made a great supper—his purpose being to
show that these very people to whom he was speaking were
then being invited by him to a feast that God had spread,
and that they were refusing the invitation,

How easy it iIs for the human mind, filled with its own
thoughts, to miss the things that God is speaking by means
of the very circumstances of the occasion! Jesus told that
a man made a great supper and invited his friends; and
that they all with one consent began to make excuses; that
then the invitation was sent out to others, and that still
nuiny  refused: that it was still further sent out into the
hizhways and hedges, and that it was only in this way that
the sedts at the feast were filled with guests. Our Lord in
this way (old these Pharvisces and lawyers that they had
been treated by God as his {riends; and that he (Jesus)
had brought them an invitation to a feast prepared, but
that with one consent they contemptuousty spurned the mes-
sage, cach having some excuse to make as to why he should
not accept. Their own pleasures and interests were more
to them than the pleasure of sitting down at meat at God’s
table of truth.,

We «ee how the messaze of love, which, received into a
loyal, loving heart. would transiorm one into the likeness of
Christ, was spurncd by Israel, and was then carried into
the centile world by the aposiles and the early church. It
passed on into Christendom : but, comparatively, only few
of “that great ¢ity” heeded the invitation to waulk in the
Tootsteps of Jesus. Only a few really cared for the truth.
Since tiwe rejection of Christendom in 1881 the message of
love has wone into the highways and byways, and its gra-
ciousness has compelled many to come in to the feast. There
will b no empty scats when the Lord sits down with his
guests. The Lord tells what is to happen to those who
spurn the heavenly invitation. Matthew’s account tells us
the Lord said that the city would be destroyed; and this
was trie hoth of the Jewish people, and of the great city
of Christendom—organized religion. The Lord will not per-
mit his invitation to he spurned without taking notice of
the rebellion of heart which underlies the rejection.

COST OF DISCIPLESHIP

After this Josus went on his journey, makinz his way to
Jerusalem, and many followed him. ITe was not traveling
hurriedly, but from village to villaze: and the people
crowded around him. Some were so attracted by his teach-
ing as to want to follow him, but the Lord told them that no
man could be his disciple who was not willing to cive up
everything ordinarily considerced precious in life. All human
ties must be snapped; yea, a man must hate his own life,
must count all natural self de<ires as hix cnemy, if he would
be Jesus' disciple. So he sail: “Count the cost”™—do as a
man does when thinking to build a tower, or as a kiug does
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when he thinks to make war, If the cost is not counted a
man cannot complete his work, and people moek him; or if
a king has not a sufficient army to overcome his enemy
whom he attacks, instead of guin lhe himself is taken cap-
tive, his army is lost, and all his possessions are gone. No
man can enter into the life of consecration and retain what
he has. If one will lose all for Christ’s sake, he gains all
that Christ has to give. But if his consecration is not true,
he still loses all, but gains nothing.

Jesus then uses a strange expression: “Salt is good: but
if the salt has lost its savor, wherewith shall it be scasoned?
It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; but
men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”
Much of the salt of the East is inorganic matter impregnated
with saltness, and under certain conditions it loses its savor,
WWhen it does so it is absolutely worthless; and being hurt-
ful to vegetation, it can only be cast out upon the roadway,
to be trampled under foot.

The thought is this: A man who has been led to the Lord
by grace divine, who has received thai grace and been
gnickened of the spirit, has salt within himself (Mark
9:50) ; but if he does not use what he has in continuance
of his consecration, he loses the saltness which makes him
of value to the Lord: he becomes like the eastern salt
which has lost its savor, and will be cast out.
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Here are lessons for us concerning our consecration and
our usefulness to the Lord. There is ouly one thing for us
after we have been brought into relationship with Jesus;
and that is to keep on the way, to make straight paths for
our feet, to watch our heart and our life, that we grow
in the knowledge and the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The grace of humility is a great preserver of that saltiess
which the follower of Jesus must have, “Ye are the salt
of the earth.”—Matthew 5:18.

BEREAN QUESTIONS

What question did Jesus propound to the Pharisces? {1.

Why did the Pharisees seek to eutrap the Lord? {2,

Why did the Pharisees refuse to answer the second question? 3.
Why did the Jewish leaders ovetlook the spirit of the law? T4,
How did Jesus picture the restoration of the human race? 95.
How will the church soon engage in the restoration work? 9§ 6.
‘What simple rules of conduct did the Master lav down? 7.

Why is humility a necessary condition ot the heart? € 8.

How does the self-seeking disposition develop pride? €9, .
How does the thought of recompence destroy the spirit of giving?

How does ostentation develop pride? 11.

What feast prepared by God had the Fharisees overlooked? 112,

To¢ whom was the i1nvitation given after the I’hatisees had refused
the offer? §13.

What great privileze have those who hear the invitation? §14.

What are some requirements of a discivle of Christ? 915,

Why was the savor of salt used to tea~h a tesson” § 16,

What will result by quenching the spirit? § 17.

What safe course can the new creature follow » {18,

How does the grace of humility assist the Christian? ¢19.

LETTERS FROM AFIELD

LETTER FROM BROTHER HEMERY
My DEAR BrorHER RUTHERFORD :

I promised to send you a letter after the Glasgow Con-
vention, and now have the pleasurc of redeeming my prom-
ise. Altogether there were ncarly fifty brethren who went
from London to the convention. A number traveled with
the Bethel family, and the journey down to Glasgow was
very pleasurable. The convention wuas a happy time of
refreshment of spirit, and of renewing of the spiritual
energy and consecration vows. It was one of those times
which, when concluded, cause those who have been present
and have enjoyed the spirit to say that it was the “best yet.”

As you know, the time of the convention was deferred to
enable me and whomever you might send back with me, to
meet with the friends in convention; and I belicve that
arrangenicnt was of the Lord. To the surprise of the local
friends, there were twice as many visitors there as usual.
Though the convention was not held at holiday time, all
the sessions were well attended; and (it must be reported)
that though so many of the Glasgow friends have of late
chosen to leave the meeting to take their own way in
serving the Lord, their absence was not noticed. It was
felt, however, because of the sorrow that one cannot but
feel, that those who have run with us for so long a time,
woull at last leave the work they have been engaged in.

All the addresses seemed to be appreciated, and the breth-
ren were very glad to have Brothers Woodworth and Pick-
cring with us. As Brother Woodworth’s name has been so
long before the brethren, and as he was known to have had
considerable to do with Volume Seven, there was quite a
little pleasurable anticipation in meeting and hearing him.
And the friends were very pleased to have Brother Pickering,
also. On the Monday night, the closing meeting of the con-
vention, I gave some account of the meetings at Cedar
Point. I told the convention of vour address on the I'riday,
“The Day” of the convention, and of the pleasure which the
brethren had in hearing so clear a setting forth of the truth
and the work, and of my own joy in being associated with
you and the other dear brethren in the work of the Lord.
Then the congregation was told of the great meeting on
Sunday afternoon, and of the challenge which you issued in

your address, and which was put forth in the form of a
resolution.

On a suggestion that the convention should take the
matter up, there was an immediate response. The Resolu-
tion wuas read, and a proposition immediately made that it
should be accepted by the convention. It was evident that
the brethren were heartily at one in this matter. The con-
vention literally rose to the occasion, and stood to declare
their endorscment and acceptance of the sume. KEverybody
seemed to be warmed to the heart, and it was quite appar-
ent that the Lord’s blessing was being manifested upon his
people, and that they were ready to go forward with the
work which the Lord has given into their hands.

The convention sent their love to you; and probably
Brother Mackenzie, chairman of the convention, will have
reported this. It was a good time and, like Cedar Point,
to its own measure, was one of those times which help to
make history.

The Bethel family much enjoyed the trip, as well as the
convention. On the day following the mectings we had an
excursion to Rothesay; and, guided by Brother Cochran,
who scems to know something of those parts, we spent a
happy day there.

Brothers Woodworth and Pickering are well, and both
report that they are enjoying the meetings and the Brilish
friends.

Your broiher and servant,

A LETTER FROM GREECE
DEAR BRETHREN @

Yejoice! I wish that the Lord’s spirit may dwell in you
richly, guiding you to do his will always.

By the grace of the Lord I am healthy physically and
spiritually, fighting the good fight of faitl.

I also desire to let you know about the public lecture
held in Athens on June 25th, which I had the privilege to
attend. 1 went to Athens three days before the lecture,
and found the brethren full of zeal and love for the Lord’s
work.

The brethren issued 3,000 handbills for advertising, and
we distributed them on Sunday morning. The brethren

J. HEMERY,
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also advertised the lecture in all the newspapers. This
made Buabylon angry; and the “HKvangelists” published an
article in their magazine, “The Star,” advising the union
ol all denominations against the Bible Students and calling
us seducers and false Christs.

Another magazine, entitled “Life”, an instrument of the
Orthodox, published thousands of tracts, which they dis-
tributed in the streets to the end that they might binder
the people from coming and hearing the lecture. These
tracts were printed and distributed on Saturday, June 24th;
and on Sunday evenimg at about G.00 P.M, four men were
standing on the sidewalk near the entrance of the Municipal
Theater, one of the crandest and largest huildings in Athens,
distributing those taets 1o the people coniing in to hear the
lecture, and tryine unnl the last moment to lunder then from
hearing.  The tndortunnie prople! They dud not hknow that
they were Kicking the Rocek, and that the battle was the
Lamb=, who is alwuays victorious.

IF'rom G.00 PAL there began to come in a chosen and
numerous sudience— officers of the army amd navy, lawyers,
and v icis of a good ¢lass of people, and also six elergyimen.
At about T.00 P.M. the halll having a eapacity of about
2500 or mote seits, was alinost filled.  When the time eame,
our dear hrother Karanassios hegan the lecture, The speak-
er, hanating with atnlity the sword of our Kuther Jehovah,
was striking Babylon fatalliy, showing the errors of eternal
torments; ete., stating the purpose of a Christian and also
pointing out the siens of the times and the chronological
features, sl owing the nearness of the estabiishment of the
blessed Kkmmgdom in our da), and that millions now living
will never die; and ending with a beautiful statement of
the purpose of the Bible Students. A elapping of hands of
all present followed the last words of the speaker. But at
the end a D.D. rose up and began to say: “These people are
propagandists perverting the Sceriptures and deceiving the
people.” Ife had not finished his words when the whole
audience rose up together against him and eried, “Down!
Down! Ido not tell these things to us. (o elsewhere to
tell them! You are telling us lies. We do not want to hear
you anymore,” He left, covered with shame.

Oh, how many blessings we enjoved in this meeting!
“Let the Lord’s nume be blessed I’ As the people were going
out we offered them traets, “Refrain your Voice from Weep-

”

ing. They received these gladly. A few volumes were
sold. and some “Millions.” Brother Karanassios is now

going to Larissa und other towns of Thessaly to witness
for the truth. The Lord is opening the door wider and
wider for witnessing his truth here. oy,

Your brother in the Lord, T.otts DorzioTis.

FROM KOREA

Below we give extracts from two lerters received by the
Nociety's representativé in Kovea, which will be read with
keen terest by the friends,]

DIAR BROTHER @

Let me say just one thing more. When T was in
Qolichun I wanted to transfer my parcel posts to Kongjn:
but I discovered that one of the parcels was opencd for
examination and the strings were loosened. So I packed the
parcel again and asked the post ofheers to transfer the
same. And then I wanted to <tart for my colporteur work,
«0 I came out of the post oflice and found a young man
who stood at the gateway and asked e to come after him.
Then, without doubt, T thought that he wus a secret service
man. e led me to a shoemaker's shop. IHe greeted me
very kindly, but I thought that his way of intercourse was
very skilful. But he is a man quite different from what
I thought of, He said: “I am a man f{rom Chunamn
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District. My business is a shoemaker. I came here alone
and do this business for three years. As far ax I can [
have preached the =ospel to the people here and organized
a class, and worship the Lord. The boy of the post office
is a believer, A few days ago he brought me a copy of your
handbill, maybe, when the secret service man examined the
mail. I have read it very carefully and wanted to know
niore of it. I have told that boy that when any one comes
for the parcels to come quickly and tell me about it. Today
the boy camie and told me; so I went to the post oflice and
waited for you. Now I am very glad for I sce you” He
bought a copy of our booklet. Also he urged e to say some-
thing to his pcople on that Wednesday night. After meal
I went to him and found that there were more than ten
people; so 1 addressed them for about an hour. I have
received much appreciation from him.

The people out here in the country places are in a great
fear: for they could not have rain for a very long time,
specially at a time of a great need of it.

DEAR BROTIIER @

I think jou have received my letter from Tuichun. I
have sold five copies of the booklets yesterday (Saturday),
and a~ked whether there is any good place near by, and to!l
that titere is a Methottist c¢hurch about one mite off. 1
woent there and discovered that there are three preachers.
1 called them separately and found that they had been
vizited by Brother Kim. They wanted to hear more about
the truth by discussing on certain subjects: but I refused
o bave o lengthy talk with theny, for I had to go round
and scll the hooklets as quickly as possible.  Then the
three preachers unanimously «aid: “Please conme to us to-
morrow and deliver a lecture at our tine of worship,” No
I azreed with them that I would do so.

And today in the morning 1 went to them after my meal.
I found that the three preachers were present and that
there were. nearly 130 people in I think thit
church i< the best one in Nuipo.  After the introduction
by a preacher I began to speak on the ~ubject of our
booklet from 11 A. M.  They heard me carefully. I have
expliined earnestly all about the time of our Lord’s pres-

ihe class,

ence, Biblical Chronology, and the signg of times. Then
I found that the hour was 12:30; so I said to them:

“I have many more things to say. but I will stop now, for
I think you would be overtired because I took much time”
But all the audience unanimously said : “We are never tired !
Please tell us something more!” Therefore I have told
then nore on the subject of “The Aim of our Lord’s Return”
with the three subheadings: (1) Harvest, the receiving of the
bride.” (2) »Binding of Satan,” (3) “Restoration of all the
Creatures.” I received many expressions of appreciation
frown them all.  The meeting was closed with my prayer.

I sold three bhooklets at the close of thal meeting. When I
was returning to my lodging-house the three preachers fol-
lowed me to the town, They led me to a Chinese restaurant
and ordered tiftin for me. And when we were waiting they
asked many questions on what they wanted to know from

long smee. and on what they heard from me today., T ¢x-
plained ail what they asked as well as T can. The three
preachers asked and heard me with true humility. And

they spent much time in saying, “Yes!™ “That must be so!”
It ix (ruly wonderful to sce those limppy faces of the three
preachers who are receiving the Glad Tidings, which are new
to then., The Chinese restaurant changed into a preaching
place; for the officials who cane there to spend their Sunday
came near to us and heard what we were discussing. The
tiflin was over at 8 . M. and I started for my journey; for
I wanted to make hurry for another district. Then the
three preachers came far off to bid me good-by!



International Bible Students Association Classes

Lectures and Studies by Traveling Brethren

BROTHER R. H. BARBER

Eureka Center, Minn.. . Jan, 12  Plymouth, Wis. ...

Rohester Minn, . . " 14 Mans.eld, Ohio

Whalea, Vimn, ...t 1b Duquesne, Pa.

Tupnel iy, W Y 17 Cumberlanu, M 26

Waukesha, Wis. ... . .. " 19  Washingtor, D. ”o26

Milwaukee, Wis, ... . ... 21  Philadelphia, Pa. .. v 28
BROTHER J. A. BOUNLT

Pleasant Hill, Mo. ,.__Jan 18  Webb Cits Mo. ..............Jan. 28

Freeman, Mo. ... 19 Joplin, Mo, ... 28

Kansas Criy, Mo, ? 21 Paisous, lians. 29

Pueln. Ka . v rryor, OKin, ' 30

C7o23 Claremore, Okla.
Nowuata, CKla, ..

Fort Beott, I\iillb-
Carthage, Mo.

BROTHER B. H. BOY

ralenburg, Wash, ... Jan 13 I’endleto:, Ore. _Jan, 23
Yakima, Wash. Jan 1415 Hermisto, Ore, . 24
Mesa, Wash. ... an. 16 Ny otane, Wash, . Jar 23,28
Walla Walla, Wash.... Jau. 17,18 Athol Laaho . _aln, 26
Dayton, Wash. Jan. 1‘) 21 Latah, \vash, » 29
Weston, Ore. .22 Coltax, Wash, » 30
BROTHER A. J. ESHLEMAN

Milton, Tenn. .. l{nr-l\mz:t, Ga, _Jan. 29, 30
Murfreesboro, Te Dallas, sa. . Jun. 3

Doyle, Tenn. Atianta. Ga. Ieb. 1, 4
Chattanooga, Taltapor sa, Ga, _Feb, 2
Rock Springs, Ga. Alnon, Ga. ... v ]
Rome, Ga. t'nion Ioint, Ga. » 6

BROTHER M. L. EERR

Driscoll, Texas . .21 Snyder Texas....... T%eb. 5, 6
El Paso, Texas . 23,28  ILabbol. Texas . TT7, 8
Ciounderoft, N, M, .25 Plainviaw, Texa roo9, 11
Alamwogordo, N, M. Jan. 26 Floyda ia, Texas vo12, 13
Barstow, Texas ....Jan. 29, Feb 4  Amarito, Texas ” 14
Roswell, Texas ... ” 38I, 1 Trlnldd,d Colo. .. 7 15,16

BROTHER W. M. HERSEE

Dunnville, Ont. Milton West, Ont

Welland, Ont. ” Guelr, Ont. 15
Niazara Falls, . eb 7, 8 I'restan, Ont. » 16
St. Catherines, Ont. Galt, Int. .. ” 18

Kitehener, Ont.

Beamsville, Ont. _.
L ov-.od, On, ...

Hamilton, Ont. ...

BROTHER H. HOWLETT

ITich River, Alta, .. Galsaad, Alta. Jan, 23
Calgary, Alta. .. Alhance, Alta o To24
Beiseker. Alta. Stony Plain, . 26
S-valwell, Alta Edmaonton, Al e 2R
Camrose, Alta. Westlock, Alt: 29
Rosalind, Alta. . Ledue, Alta. ... . ... .. . * 30

| IBSA. BEREAN BIBLE STUDIES |
3yMeansof “The Plan of the Ages”
Chapter XII: Chart of the Plan of the Ages

Week of Feb., 4......... Q. 22-28  Week of Feb. 18..........Q. 35-39
Week of Feb. 11........ Q. 29-3¢  Week of Feb, 25.........Q. 40-45
Question books on ‘‘The Divine £lan”, 15¢ postpald.

BROTHER 4. R. POLLOCK

Fernie, B, C. eeeeeeeece.. .....Feb. 5 Moose Jaw, Sask, ... Feb, 13,14
Lethbridge, Alta. ....... .. i Mazenod, Sask. ..., T b. 1D
Bow Island, Alta, .. . . ° 9 Assintboia, Sask. ...

Medicine Hat, Aita. ... .7 1i Luelia, Sask, ... . vO18
Chaplin, Sask. ................ To12 Joeville, SusK. wewrereeece. 7 19
BROTHER B. M. RICE
Waco, Texas ... ......... T-~.16 Roxton, Texas ... . .......Jan, 24
Corsieana, Texas 17 Celeste, Texas .. TTan v s
Athons, Texas . N Dennivon, "exas . . et 28
Tyler, Texas ... 19 Sherman., Texas 29
Big Sandy, Texa . ¢1  McKinney, Texas . v 30
Bogola, Texas ..... .. .. .. ... %3 Lone Oalk, Texas .............. » 31

BROTEAR V. C. RICE

& John, Kans., . ...........
Hutchinson, Kans. ......
Wichita, Kans, ...Jan. 30 1"h &

Cofteyville, Kans. _____..
Independence, Ki

JYan. 29
30 .
Neodeshea, Kans. .

Leon, Kans, ... ... oo 1,20 JTola, Kans, ... .
Winﬁeld, Kanms,. ... " 5 Bronson, Kans. ..
Arkansas City, Kaus ... "7 g Ft. Scott, Kans. ...

BROTHER O. L. SULLIVAN

Birmingham, Ala. JJan. 21 Piedmont, Ala. ]
Pell City, Ala. ... X Boaz, Ala. ... 4 0
Sedden, Ala. ... .3 Albany, Ala. .. P, 1
Riverside, Ala. 24 Cullman, Ala. " 2
Lincoln, Ala. . . 25  Chattanooga, ' 4
Anniston, Ala. ... ..cc....... 7 26 Knoxville, TeLin. ... " ]

BROTHER W. J. THORN

Parkersburg, W. Va,
Marietta, O
Nelsonville, O.
Lancaster, O. .
Crooksville, O. ..
White Cottage, O. ..

....JJan 11 Shawnee, O. .. ...
" 12 Newark, O, . .
14 Zaneswvalle, O
" 15 Dresden, O,
. 16  Columbus, O.
.17 Delaware, Q. ..

BROTHER T. H. THORNTON

Bronwood, Ga. ... ...
. Americus, Ga
ey Fritzgerald, Ga. .
o2 Helena, Ga. .. .
25 Savennah, Ga .
26 Dublin, Ga. .

Jacksonville, Fla,
Quiiman, Ga. ...
Cairo, Ga. .
Thowasville, Ga. ..
Albany, G ..
Dawson, Ga.

....Jan, 21
L

PRAYER-MEETING TEXTS FOR FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY 7 : “The Spirit beareth witness with our spirit.” —Ro-
mans 8:1¢ 17
“Our gospel {civen us] in the holy Splrit and in
much a«m(mu- "--1 Thessalenians 1: 4, 5.
“He .. shall also quicken your mortal bodies by
his Spirit."—HNomans 8: 11,
“Grieve not the holy Spmt ’—Ephesians 4: 30.

FEBRVARY 14 :
FEBRUVARY 21 :

FEBRUARY 28

BETHEL HYMNS FOR FEBRUARY

Sunday e 4 108 11 322 18 28 25 146
Monday — 5 244 12 202 19 233 26 247
Tuesday o e 6 227 18 267 20 290 27 40
Wednesday e e 7 27 14 36 21 205 28 225
Thursday 1200 8 197 15 256 22 50 -
Friday 2192 9 98 16 273 28 242 _._.___
Suturday 3 14 10 198 17 284 24 207



