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“1 will gtand upon my watch and will set my foot
upon the Tower, and 1wl watch 1o sce what e will
say unto me, end what answer 1 ohall male to thewm
that opposc me’—Habakl ub 2°1

Upon the earth distress of natlony with perpleriiy the sea and the wuves (the restaess, discontented) roaring; men’s hearts fulling them for fear and for louking to the
thirgs ear'ng tpon (he earth  (society)) for the powers of the heavens (ctclestasticism) shall be shaken . . Vhen ve sce these thinps begin to come w pass,
then know topi the Kogldom of God is at hand. Leok wp, Nhift up sour beads, icjoice, for your redemption draweth nmigh.—DMatt. 24:33; Mar. 13:29; Luke 21.:25-31,



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSICN

HIS journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Ixtension”, now belng
presented in all parts of the civilized world by the Warcu Tower BIsLE & TracT SoCieETY, chartered A.D. 1884, “For the Pro-
motion of Christian Knowledge”., It not only serves as a class room where Dible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s copventions and of the
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of 1ts conventions.

Our “Derean Lessons™ are iopical rehearsals or reviews of our Society's published Srupies most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz.,, Verbi Dci Minister (V. D. M.), which translated
into English is Mimwster of God’s Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible
students and teachers. DBy some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal siands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian's hope now being so generally repudinted
—iedemption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransosm [a corvesponding price, a substitute] for
all”, (1 Peter 1:19; 1 Timothy 2:G) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3: 11-
15; 2 I'eter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the feltowship of the mystery which. . .has
been hid in God, . . . to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdomn of God”—*“which in other ages

was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed".—Ephesians 3:5-9, 10.
1t stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest

subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures.
hath spoken—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances.
for we know whereof we aflirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God.

It is thus free to declare boldly whuatsoever the Lord
Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident;
1t is held as a trust, to be used only in his

service ; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of hig

good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and hnowledge.

And we not only invite but urge our

readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship'’ ; that its construction has been in progress throuzghout
the gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when
finished, God's blessing shall come ‘“to all people”, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20-22;

Genesis 28:14; Galatians 3:29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these “living stones™, “elect and precious,” shuall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together
in the first resurrection . and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meciting place between God and men throughout

the Millennium.—TRevcelation 15: 5-8.

“I'hat the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the zrace of God, tasted death for every
man,” “a ransow for all,” aund will be “the true light which lighteth every man that cowmeth anto the world”, "in due ume'.—

Hebrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, G

hat the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, *“see hiin as he is,” be *partakers of the divine nature’,’ and share his

glory as his jomnt-heir,—4i John 3:2; John

17:24; Romans S:17; 2 lcter 1:4.

“'hat the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service: to develop in herself every
grace ; to he God’s witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests 1n the neat aze—~—lplhesians 4:12; Matthew 24
L 6.

14 ; Revelation 1: G5 20

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledze and opportunity to be broucht to «ll by Christ's Millennial kingdom, the
restitution of ali that was lost in Adam, to all the wilhng and obedient, at the bands ot therr Redeewer and s glorihed church,
when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; 1satah 35.

PUBLISHED BY

WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
18 CONCORD STREET @ & BROOKLYN, N, U.SA

FortiaN O®RFICES : Dritieh: 34 Craven Terrace, Lancaster Gate,
London W. 2; Cunadwn: 270 Dundas St., W., Toronto, Ontario;
Australasian: 495 Colling St., Melbourne, Australia; South Afrt-
can: 123 Plein St., Cape Town, South Africa.

PLEASE ADDRESS TIE SOCIETY' IN EvVERY CASE.

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE; TUUN1TED STATES, $1.00 ; CANADA AND
MISCELLANEOUS IXorei1GN, §1.50; GREAT BRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA,
AND SOUTII AFRICA, 8s. American remittances should be made
by Express or Postal Money Orders, or by Bank Draft. Canadian,
British, South African, and Australasian remittances should be
made to branch offices only. Remittances from scattered foreign
territory may be made to the Brooklyn office, but by International
Postal Money Orders only.

(Foreign translations of this journal appear in several languages)

Editorial Committee: This journal is published under the supervision
of an editorial committee, at least three of whom have read and
approved as truth each and every article appearing in these columns,
The names of the editorinl committce ure: J. F, RUTHERFORD.
W, E. VAN AMBURaH, J. 1TeMEry, G. H. FISOER,
Termsto the Lord’s Poor: All Bible students who, by, reason of old age or other in-
Grouty or adversity, are unable to pay for this journal, will be supplied free if they send
ostal eard each May stating their cose and rc%ucsting such provision. We are not

ocly willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually and in touch with the
DBerean studies.

i i ‘Wo do nnt, ag a rule, send a card of acknowledgment for n renewal or
Notice to Subscribers: for o ncw"aubacn tion, Receipt and entry of renewnl are lndicated
w'thin 6 month by ehango In exp:ration date, as shown on wrapper label.

Entered as Second Claza Matter at Brooklyn, N Y , Postoffice under the Act of March 8rd, 1879,

ANNUAL MEETING

Nolice is hercby given that the annual meeting of the
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, as provided by law
and the charter of said Socicty, will be held at Carnegie
Music ¥ull, corner of Federal and Ohio Streets, North Side,
I'ittsburg, Pennsylvania, at 10 o’cloek a.nr., QOctober 31,
1922, to transact business as may properly come before
said nweeting.

W. E. VAN AMBURGH, Secrelary.
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Sertrs IV, T'he Battle of Armageddon, shows that the disso-
lution of the present order of things 1s in progress and that all of
the human panaceas offered are valueless to avert the end predicted
in the Ihible. It contains n special and extended treatise nn our
Lord’s great prophecy of Matthew 2.4 and also that of Zechariah
14 :1-9: 656 pages, 55¢. Also in Dano-Norwegian, IFinmsh, I'rench,
Greek, Cerman, Polish. and Swedish, SHe.

SERIES V, The Atoncment Between God nnd Man, treats an
all important subject. the center around which all features of di-
vine grace revolve. This topic deserves the most cureful considera-
tion on the part of all true Christians : 618 pages, 55e. Y'rocurablae
likewise in Dano-Norwegian, Iinnish, French, German, Greek,
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SERIES VI, T'he New Creation, deals with the creative week
(Genesis 1, 2), and wiith the church, God’s new creation. It ex-
amines the personnel, organization. rites, ceremonies, obligations,
and hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members
of the body of Christ 730 pages, 55c. Supplied also-in Dano-
Norwegn, Finnish, ¥rench, German, Greek, 1’olish, -and- Swedish,
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SERIES V11, The Fini<hed Mystery, consists of a verse-by-verse
explanation of the Bible hooks of Revelation, Sonz of Solomon,
and Ezekiel : 608 pages, 1llustrated, 55¢ in cloth, 25¢ in magazine
edition—Ilatter treatys Revelation and Ezckiel only. Dano-Norwcegian,
Finnish, French, Greek, I’olish, and Swedish, 85c.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

RIME Minister Lloyd George of Iingland is onc of
Pthc statesmen who realize the ominous fact that

m the endeavor to reconstruct the old world both
the politicians and the financiers have failed. Now
sounds the clarion call from Mr. George to the apos-
tate churches come to the rescuc:

And Russin. No way out of {he pit, and sinking deepcr
inty it with every convulsive etfort. Germany clinging desper-
ately to the rotten hranch of debased currvency; and when
that gives way, God help Germany.

It is the busicss of the chuich of Chiist to keep that
before the cycs of the pcople.

"The church was once pure and true and separate from
the politicians and the business men. Then it was de-
bauched by politicians, and cnslaved by the world, the
flesh and ihe devil. It has heen a parrot for the state
and an office hoy for the financiers. Without principle,
without the assistance of the Head, without the approval
of God, without the holy spirit, the churches have blun-
dered and have floundered in the mire. Once the
church persccuted was a power; but the church pros-
tituted is a worthless reed, where a strong staff is
required. It is this church that the desperate politi-
cians commanded to clean up the fillhy mess which
it and the politicians have made. Listen to Mx. George’s
ominous admonition:

"There is a growing assumption that a conflict is coming

gain sooner or later. That is the business of the churches.

What do I mean by that? Nations are building up arm-
aments. ... Nations that have been subnerged, buried, are
building up new armaments. You have national animos-
itics, national fears, suspicions, dislikes, ambitions, fostered
and exaggerated. . . .

Keep your eye on what is happening. They arve con-
structing more terrible machines than even the late war
ever saw. What for? Not for peace. Whut are they for? They
are not even to disperse armies. They are to attack cities
unarmed, where you have defenseless populations, to kill,
to maim, to poison, to mutilate, to burn helpless women and
children.

If the churches of Christ throughout Europe and America
allow that to fructify, they had better close their doors.
The next war ... will be a war on civilization itself....

Everything dcpends on the temper, the spirit which is
created throughout the world, and it would be a sad thing,
a sad danger, to the people, if the world came to the conclu-
sion that Christianity, despite all its principles, in spite of
all its ideals, was perfectly impotent to prevent mischief
of that kind.

The ch\rfno of Nations is an essential part of the ma-
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chinery of civilization. If it succecds, civilization is safe,
I{ it fails, civilization is doomed

Contlict comes very suddenly. . . . 1t comes with a sud-
denness which is appalling, perfectly appalling. ... It is too
lote then to work any claborale machine. The wuar germ ig
Just like any other germ. You really do not know that it
has got you until you are stricken down. It is no use
arguing with an epileptic when the fit is on him. . . . There
15 ... explosive material scattered all over Europe. When
the match has been dropped into the eaplosives it is no
good brandishing the Covenant of the League of Nalions
in the face of the explosion.

LABOR-SAVING MACHINERY

The Committee of Manufactures and Merchants on
Federal Taxation, of Chicago, in connection with a
study of taxation, has published in its Bulletin an ar-
ticle by Emil O. Jorgensen, which includes a table of
the cxtent to which labor-saving machinery multi-
plics the product of hand-work. We give the table,
the data for which Mr. Jorgensen dug up {rom the
Thirtecenth Annual Report of the Commissioner of
Labor, Washington, 1898, Volume 1. The table pre-
sents the number of times that machinery multiplies
the production of the samec article done hy cfficient
hand-workers:

8 ... Brussels carpet 32 ... Plows

9 ... Men’s shoes 88 ... Line houris

13 ... Women’s shoes 66 ... Woolen mittens
15 ... Pitchforks 74 ... Cotton thread
16 ... Bolts 76 ... Woolen skiris
17 ... Lead paint 106 .. Cotton sheeting
18 ... Iron pipe 119 . . Hemp twine

20 ... Laundry soap 320 ... Nails

27 ... Hammers 270 ... Cotton hose

29 ... Butchers’ knives 39 ... Marble slabs
31 ... Milk cans 4008 ... Iron screw posts

The average multiplication of production, omitting
the last item, is eighty times, including the last 252.

Two important results have flowed from this. Onune is
a greal increase in the material well-heing of the people
as a whole and individually. The average person now
enjoys the benefits of a flood of articles contributing to
his well-being, and is better off many times than the
same person would have been before the advent of the
era of machinery. The other result is that, because
the machinery is in the possession of a very few in-
dividuals, who are in a position to retain a profit—
often a minute one per article—and who have used the
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machinery for the henefit of themselves, the rich have
grown enormously wealthy, beyond past drcams of
avarice. With wealth has come unprecedented power
over the people, particularly since the World War
taught the well-to-do the power of uncontrolled and de-
ceitful propaganda through owncrship of the press,
which more than government itself controls the thoughts
and actions of the populace.

The invention of machinery is a direct outcome of
the increase of knowledge predicted by the prophet
Daniel (Daniel 12:4) ; for the labor-saving machinery
has been invented by technically educated working
people who, under laws favoring employers and dis-
favoring inventors, have become accustomed to sccing
the fruit of their fincly-trained minds appropriated
by the wealthy. Thus labor itself constantly contrib-
utes to the power of a small group of men, who by
means of the ownership of machinery are in a position
at will to assert ownership of the workers themselves,
under some camoullage in terms.

The hundred years or so of the development of ma-
chimery were not divinely designed to multiply the
power of hig busincss over the common people, but to
make preparation for the kingdom of God. (Nahum 2:
3) Unwiitingly and for a brief time under the sway
of the devil and his demons the rich have heaped trea-
sure together (James 5: 3) not to keep, but to give up,
at the behest of the King of kings when he visibly
establishes his dominion. They have pursued a course
of sclf-secking such as fully to have demonstrated their
unfitness to participate in the reign of Christ; and they
will sec possessions and  power taken from them by
the Lord, eperating through natural agencics, and will
gee themselves superseded by good, just and fully con-
secrated men who, under the kingdom,will administer
the aftairs of the world.

Then the machinery already prepared will be treated
as a stewardship from God, and will be operated for
the henefit of all the people—its former owners in-
cluded. DPartly {rom the labor of these metal slaves
will come to mankind the blessings promised by proph-
cts of old, for example, by Malachi, who as moved by
ihe holy spirit predicted, “I will open you the windows
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall
not he room enough to reccive it.”—DMalachi 3: 10,

STRIKES BROUGHT ON BY BIG BUSINESS

The time was, cenlurics ago, when practically all
workmen were slaves, owned by rich masters who ex-
ercised the legal right of life and dcath, but who were
somewhat restrained in cruelty and destructiveness by
the money value of slave property. Then came po-
litical freedom for the slaves, and as put by Pastor
Russell:

Muny of the wealihy are disposed to think and feel toward
the poorer classes thus: Well, finally the masses have got
the ballot and independence. Much good nmay it do them!
They will find, howcver, that bruins are an imporvtant
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factor in all of life's aftairs, and the brains are chiefly
with the aristocracy. Our only concern is that they use
their liberty moderately and lawfully; we are relieved
thereby from much responsibility. TFormerly, when the
masses were serfs, every lord, noble and duke felt some
responsibility for those under his care; but now we are
free to look out for our own pleasures and fortunes. Their
independence is all the better for us . . . . They are now our
equais legally, and hence our competitors instead of our
protégés; but they will learn by and by that political
equality does not make men physically or intellectually
equal: the result will be aristocracy of brains and wealth
instead of the former aristocracy of heredity.

Some of the so-called “under-crust” of society thoughtless-
ly answer: We accept the situation; we are independ<nt
and abundantly able to take care of ourselves. Take he «
lest we outwit you. Life is a war for wealth and we hive
numbers on our side; we will organize strikes and boycofts,
and will have our way. —“Armageddon,” page 309.

This was written in 1897, and today we live amid
the alarms of strikes and reprisals against strikes.
Pastor Russell also predicted that when organized labor
came into conflict with organized wealth,labor would find
itself inadequately prepared and would lose in a confilict
which would eventuate in the destruction or nullifica-
tion of the power of labor unions, by well-prepared,
wily and power{ul big business, assisted by big politicians.

Now we bechold the hattle between these giant organi-
zations. Creat strikes are staged ; and hundreds of thou-
sands or millions for the most part rcmain quietly at
home, abstaining from work and awaiting the issue.
Not all of them, hswever, know that the inveigling of
workmen to strike is part of the strategy of their
economie competition. [Earlier in the yvear information
was current that big business had chosen this year for the
destruction of the power of the unions. Tt was upon
the hidden prompting of the packers that the packing
unions struck—and came out with their powers much
weakened. Now in the United States Senate the charge
is openly made by Scnator W. Ii. Borah, of Idaho, that
the great unions are marked for their end:

Destrucetion of union labor, deliberately plinned by cap-
ital upon termination of the world war, was declared by
Senator W. E. Borah, chairman of the Senate Labor Coni-
mittee, (0 be the fundamental cause of the coul amd rail-
road situation. ... “I am of the opinion,” he declured,
“that the present strike could have been avoided if the Gov-
ernment had stepped in at the outset and compelled the
operators to live up to their contract with the miners to
consider the wage question within thirty days of the ex-
pirution of the former scale.”

Borah 1ecalled that he had charged when he fought
the Army Appropriation Bill, that the real danger of a
big military establishment was that capital hoped to
employ it against union labor.

“Recent developments certainly seem to justify the view
I took of a large army then and whieh I still hold,” Borah
declared. ‘“One reason certain big interests supported the
presidential aspiration of Gen. Leonard Wood in 1920 wus
that they were confident if he were elected he would place
a battalion of soldiers at the doorw:iy of union labor where-
ever and whenever those interests deemed the use of armed
force ncecssary,"”
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BIG POLITICIANS ASSIST BIG BUSINESS

President Harding, by virtue of his office the leadmg
politician of the country, urged the coal operators to re-
open their mines, and wired the governors of twenty-
eight stales to protect the operators. The Nalion com-
ments as follows:

We wish we could believe that President Harding had
the wisdowm of Canute, and that his invitation to the coul
operators to reopen their mines regardless of the strike
was mtended as a wise and gentle lesson Lo the shrill wul-
visers who ussured him that the wuay to end strikes was
to call out the troops and start mining. . . . Mr. Harding
musl, have known that his appeal to the operators to reopen
their mines was an appeal to reopen on their own terms,
without agreement with the miners, and that his elaborute
invitation to the State governors to protect them in such
i resumplion was an invitation to the States {o take side
in the dispute.  He richly deserved the rebuke given him
by Governor Ritchie of Muryland:

“1 feel that at this time I should not subscribe to {he
assumption that all things else have failed and that the
various States must give assurances which might lead
them to take up arms against their own people.... The

prescnce of troops is often not the assurance of sccurity
but the provocation of scrious trouble. . I venture to urve
with the greatest respect that you renew your etloris to
i just in a proper and peaceful way both the railroad strike
and the coal strike.”

The suggestion of flooding the coal-producing  regious
with Lroops was not only an attenipt to prejudze the dis-
pute; it was not only a dangerous provocation, as Governor
Ritchie sucgesied; it was utterly futile.  When men are
unorganized and uncertain of their rights, they can be
cowed by the use of force: but men like the miners,
organized.  defermined. skilled workmen, who cannor bhe
replaced by the of7scourings of the ports or by Negro hands
imported from the South, can only he exasperated by such
bullying partizanship. They yiclded {0 brute force once,
three years ago; they will not do 80 nwgain.

A MILITARY DICTATORSIIIP

Perhaps the people of Ameriea are not aware that in
1920 the Congress of the Umited States passed a law
which, in {ime of peace on the will of the President ap-
proved by Ceneress, transforms the government into a
military dictatorship. This is part ol the legal machinery
determined upon by big business imnediately after the
close of the World War and created for use in the
struggle to destrov the organizations of working men.
Whenever a “national emergency” is declared to exist,
the President is aulomatically given powers which in
cffect make him a military dictator. In pursuance of
such a move, an item in the Des Moines Register is of
interest :

An army sizable enough to guard every coal mine and
every important railway terminal could be placed in the
ficld on short notice by the United States government,
General Pershing disclosed in a stuteuwent issued today,
telling what could be done if the United States were invaded.

In order'not t, arousc the suspicions of the populace,
the persons hehind the scheme camoudlage their intent
by prating about foreign invasion, in order to conceal
the intention of keeping organized labor in subjection:

Eighteen war-strength infantry divisions of reserves, ahout
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600,000 men, an expanded national guard uabout 500,000
strong, and recular armmy units expanded by volunteers to
about 175,000 men, could be made quickly available, it was
indicated.

United States Scnator Pepper, of Pennsylvama, in-
timates that prior to the execution of such a plan, the
press would be utibized for propaganda to exeite the
people and get them into a state of mind ready to ac-
quicsce in anything:

That the President has considered i1ssuunce of a ¢ull for
voluntcers was indicated by Senutor Pepper of Pennsyl-
vanin, who after a conference with the chief exccutive
recently pointed out that by getting public opriion back of
ham Harding bhelieved that filling up the skeletonized reg-
ular army and national guard and recruiting to war strength
the “puper army,” or organized reserve, with volunteers,
would be comparatively simple. . . .,

“The national defence act of 1920, the statement de-
clared, “prescribes that the organized peace establishment,
including the regular avmy, the mational guard., and the
organized reserves, shall include all of those divisions and
other military necessary to form the basis for a complete
and immediate mobilization for the national defense in the
event of a national emergency declared by Congress.”

“Refore the World War such a definite and comprehen-
sive plan was impossible,”” Pershing said.  “Our military
resources were too limited, and there 1was no legal sanction
for development of such i system. Since the World Wur,
with more adequiate sources of military equipment and
material and «wilh seftlcd legal sancltion for development
and training of our traditional citizen army in time of peuce,
we are able to prepare definite plans.”

THE CHURCHES CALLED ON

Now come the churches. Ostensibly they are deeply
interested in the wellare of the “public,” and more or
less ignore the life-and-death struggle for existence that
has been forced upon the miners and public by the coal
operators—alias hig business—by low wages, and op-
pressive and mtolerable working conditions. The Fed-
cral Council of the Churches of Christ in America,
jointly with the Roman Catholic National Wellare
Council and the Social Justice Commission of the Cen-
tral Conference of American Rabhis, step in, in effect,
to the rescue of the operators, who would like ahove
all else to have things fixed for the miners so as to
stop all economic protests'against oppression:

We behieve that the majority of the people of this coun-
try are unwilling to have its vitully important industries
suhbject to economic combut as a meuns of scttling disputes

The New York press owned and controlled by Wall
Street has consistently avoided giving its readers the
real viewpoint of the men on strike, or any adequate
conceplion of what thev have had to endure at the
hands of the rich; but its attitude has been fully =atis-
factory to its owners.  In praise of the newspapers, the
united churches—the third partner with big business
an:d big politics—chime in:

We have ... been gratitied to note that the press has made

an unusuilly successful effore to record the facts of this
contlicr.

The ecclesiastics who prepared a paper on bringing
the stikes to un carly end and who sent it to the
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President are the ones who rely upon the wealthy
profiteers among their membership to supply the funds
for Iittle church charities which keep kindly-disposed
members busy and afford jobs for professional charity
workers. Never is a profiteer, and seldom is a pro-
fessedly “Christian” crook, reproved by a church; for
the money from such wolves helps the ceclesiastics to
keep the thing going and enables them to affeet a pious
posture of liberality to the oppressed poor and to the
destitute, who unfortunately have been stripped of
earnings and savings by the church members in the
world banking systems that precipitated the hard times.
In commenting upon the united message from the
religious crrand-boys of big business to the President,
the Chicago Daily News unctuously declares:

THE CHURCH’S NEW DAY

Many changes ihat profoundly affect the well-being of
munkind come silently. One such chunge, of vast sig-
nifiecance beeause of the far-reaching potential benefits that
it foreshadows, is the new emphasis given to its message
by the church at large. It is not stressing the future life
the less, but the present life the more.

This is shown, for example, by the recent joint appeal
of Catliolics, Protestants and Jews, through their national
official agencies to President Harding to make an effort
to settle the coal strike. . . .

The church collectively and churches individually are
proving themseclves mindful of those golden admonitions,
“Bear ye one another’s burdens,” and “Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself.” Whether it be in efforts to hetter the
condition of children in city slums through providing gym-
nasiums and club rooms [from funds contributed by rve-
ligious protiteers], extending playgrounds and carrying on
vacation schools, or to muke social centfers of rural churches
while working for good roads and improved methods of
agriculture, the church is showing itself increasingly faith-
ful to its task of bettering conditions here on earth, a task
as nccessary as that of preparing people for the great
adventure that lies beyond this life.

There never was seen a time equal to the middle ages
{or the doing of “uplift” work by the monks and priests
of the Roman Catholic Church for the good of the serfs
and slaves of Furope; but this work played into the
hands of the robber lords and kings in whose courts
bishops and cardinals showed their actual colors as
friends of the oppressors of the people. History re-
peats itself.

HONEST MINISTERS IN REVOLT

No wonder that honest ministers in some of the
church pulpits are in revolt. At Occan Grove, New
Jersey, the truth was told about these nests of hypoc-
crisy by one of the Reverends, as reported in the New
York Daily News, under the headline, “Church Iarns
But Contempt, Pastor Asserts”:

Asserting that the church has become an ohject of con-
tempt and has been preaching litile less than dressed-up
“heathen morality,”the Rev. Dr. P’aul Lindemann, St. Paul,
Minn., editor of the “American Tutheran Magazine,” ad-
dressed a large audience in the Ocean Grove Auditorium.

“What is to be done?’ asked the Rev. Dr. Lindemann.
“The church has been appealed to; but in a world thut is
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all awry, there is something the matter with the church,
It has, to a great extent, lost its life and vigor and lost its
influence and is no longer functioning along lines for which
it was instituted.

“It has become an object of contempt, and rightly so.
The heart has been taken out of the gospel. Preachers are
presenting things that tickle the palate of the flesh, and
are by their flatteries and moralizings training a generuation
of self-satisfied pharisees.

“Having abolished its real objcct as a soul-saving agency,
it has constituted itself a watchdog over and regulator of
public morals, and has presumed to become a dictator of
legislation.

“The pulpit has degeneraicd into a lecture forum. The
cross is gone, the spirit of God has departed. As a natural
result, the church bhas lost its influcnce.”

Consequently it is with a spirit of bored impatience
that newspaper readers scan such a pronouncement as
the following by the “Right Reverend” Bishop James
DeWolf Perry reported in the New York Times, who
would institute a prolonged rcscarch into the textile
strike, during which the workers might incidentally be
driven by starvation into submission to the Bishop’s
mill-owning associates:

The chief opportunity and responsibility of the church
in the situation here is a careful and sympathetic study
of the entire prohlem. The right is not all on either side.

For the church the duly is to sit down with the represen-
tatives of both sides and get the facts; to learn from the
manufactures why they take the stand they have tuaken,
and then to sit down with the intelligent leaders of the
unions, and learn from them the living conditions they face.

Then it will be possible to try to intelligently inlerpret
one to the other with truth and sincerity. Then may we
hope to bring about a restoration of peace upon the prin-
ciples for which the church stands.

Truly the so-called Churches of Christ secking to
sit in judgment on anything and everything, have de-
parted far from Christ, who queried, “Man, who made
me a judge or a divider over you?’—Luke 12:14,

CHURCHES REPUDIATED

The common people are coming to sce more clearly
the allianee between big church and bhig business. and
are repudiating the churches and their hypoeritical pre-
tensions of friendship for working people. This is
going on most rapidly in regions where big business has
openly showed its hand, as it has in the West Virginia
coal fields. There, according to press despatches like
the following from the New York Call the workers arc
turning their faces away from ecclesiasticism. The
report is of an interview with Lawrence Dwyer, member
of the international exccutive board of the United Mine
Workers:

“In the unorganized fields the miners don’t pay much
atlention to the regular preachers hecause they are paid by
the operators,” Dwyer asscried. “T'hen the operators malke the
ministers prcach against unionism. In the Senate investigation
the operators testified under oath that they paid the preach-
ers and told them what to preach, and discharged them
if they didn’t preach according to instructions.”

For this reason the church, the authentic established
church, has fallen into disrepute among the miners, accord-
ing to Dwyer. But in its place there has arisen the miner-
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preacher, who works in the mines all day with the other
men and at night preaches to little groups of the mine
people in some miner’'s home, Sometimes not more than a
dozen people gather for these simple services under the
harsh light of oil Jamps.

And these services are different from those held in the
churches in more ways than onc. Tor, while the employer-
paid ministers preach the open shop along with the gospel,
the miner-preachers do not preach the doctrine of unionism.
There is no propaganda in these scrvices.

“They are just sincere in their religion,” is the explan-
ation which Mr. Dwyer gives to this fuct.

Another reason which has caused the miners to regard
the regular church with suspicion is that the ministers not
only preach the open shop, but try to help put it into
practice. He declared that in their visits to the homes of
the miners the ordained ministers urge the women to in-
fluence their hushands against the union.

The miner-preachers are not otdained ministers, and they
receive no salary. Not only that, but they are the vietims
of an unscrupulous and far-renching discrimination on the
part of the opcerators. DMiner-preachers are given the worst
places in the mine in which to work; and Mr. Dwyer told,
in addition, liow a Negro preucher in Mingo whose sermons
were drawing attention was taken out into the woods one
night not long ago and severely beaten by “u couple of
deputy sheriffs.”

Most of these preachers claim conuection with one
or another of the church systems. This is a class which
is just beginning to appear to view, but which is des-
tined to bhecome quite numcrous as ccclesiasticism
hastens to its fall from power, and thercafter. It was
concerning them that “The Finished Mystery” said:

Tozekiel 33:23,24. . . . While the revolulion overthrow-
ing ecclesiasticism will make quite a clean sweep, there will
still remain some of the more lowly adhcerents of cecelesias-
tical systems, who will imagine thut they and their ideals
are to prosper and spread even to the control of the revo-
lutionary order of things.

83:25,26. . .. But God knows their hearts, and is
against them, for their continuance in the evil ways of
ecclesiasticism.

33:27. .. A sad awukening awaits them. As Jehovah
lives, those tarcs then surviving the ravages of revolution
shall be slain by the sword of anarchy, and shall have
taken away all pretense of being Christians. Those that
have the spirit of earthly ambifion shall be given to be
destroyed by the savagery of anarchy.—I’ages 530, 531.

A BRIGHTER SIDE

Of course, while the ceclesiastical system itself has
heen cast off from God and manifests many plam evi-
dences of final disfavor, there are many good men and
women still enmeshed in its web, including thousands
of the clergy who are ministers of Christ, woefully
deceived.  Commenting on the foregoing utterances of
Rev. Paul Lindemann, the editor of Drookiyn Life says:

This is pretty much what we have been thinking for a
long time, though of course the implications are too sweep-
ing; for there are many pulpits that have not decgenerated
into lecture platformms wud thousands of churches that are
sticking by Llhe teachings of Jesus Christ.

Ouly, unfortitnately, the preachers who have assumed the
role of wuichdous over public morals and dictators of
legislation attract far more attention than those who preuach
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Christ crucified, and by their utterances and political ac-
tivities get into the newspapers, from which the man on the
street generally derives his impressions of the church as
a whole.

The great apostasy in which even the best ministers of
the churches are involved, and to which most honest men
are still blind, was prophesied by St. Paul as due to come
before the rise of the Papacy: “That day [Christ’s day]
shall not come, except there come a falling away [apos-
tasy] first, and that man of sin [Papacy] be revealed,
the son of perdition.” (2 Thessalonians 2:3) "This apos-
tasy took definite form in 325 A.D., in the time of
Constantine the Great, who destroyed the {faith{al prim-
itive church and forced the faithless ecclesiastics, who
assumed the places of the former ministers of God, to
submit to him and to transform the church into the re-
ligious department of the government, subject to it and
to big business, where the churches have remained ever
since.

Not a few of the ministers sensc the fact that some-
thing 15 the matter with the system with which they
are connecled.  One pastor says: “There is something
radically wrong with our church.” The New York
World publishes an item under the headline, “Dr. Walsh
urges Moral Standards of Iiarly Church,” illustrating
the vague desire of some to get hack to “the simplicity
that 15 in Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:3):

PLEA FOR CHARACTER

Isaiah told the people that ceremonies and incense and
“golemn mectings” and “vain oblations” were an abominun-
tion to the Lord. He mude a plea for the kind of religion
that aims at the building up of moral character.

The early morality was not a merely personul and private
thing. Tt is astonishing how they engaged in what we call
sociul service, helping strangers and prisoners and the sick.
Pliny the Younger [62-110 A.D.], investiguting Christianity
for the IEmperor Trijan, reported that the Christians as-
sembled and sang hymns and then bound themselves by an
oath not 1o slcul, cheat, lic, Lll, commit adultery, or de-
freud any one. This was part of their religion.

Suppaese that part of our religions service today were
the taking of an oath to do whitever the highest moral
standard would demand. ‘T'he employer would take o:nth
to pay the highest saluries he possibly could. The employes
would sweir to give a {ull, honest and hearty day’s work.

HUSBAND AND WIFE

The wife, the husband, the young man and the young wo-
man, knowing what temptations and dangers men and women
faced in the days of the early Chrisiians, would ask them-
selves: “Can I tuake my stand against the ties, the con-
ventions and the customs of the world in this, my day,
as they did in theirs?’ Iach of us would look at his own
life and ask, “What oath ought I to take?”

If all the churches, with their numbers and their orgun-
ization and wealth, were to get together in a programme
something like Lhis and make an cftort to raise again the
old moral stundard, knowing that it saved the world once,
and knowIng how necessary it is to save the world today,
what might we not accomplish?

Many “mourners in Zion,” like Rev. Dr. Waldh,
carnestly desire to live the true Christian life, but fail
to sce that the very things they counsider strength effect-
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ually hinder them—*“numbers, organization and wealth.”
The day is not more than a very few years in the future
when the members of the great company must take the
stand they now say they wish to take; for they will
have to choose between that and the seccond death. It
is of this host, now in the churches, that the Revelator
said:

“After this I beheld, and, lo, a greal multitude, which
no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and
tongues, stoods before the throne, and hefore the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands. . .
These are they which came up out of great tribulation,
and have washed their robes, and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb.” (Revelation 7:9,14) A mighty
time of trouble shortly awaits this greal company, when
the church systems now dividing them will he gone, and
in which they will gloriously overcome as did those
that dicd for the idcals of the early church.

Incidentally it should be no small encouragement to
the true church today to know that the Vow unto the
Lord which they have taken is but another bit of cvi-
dence that the church of the twentieth century is walk-
ing in the footsleps of the oathbound church of the
first century.

STEPPING INTO MORE LIGHT

Scarcely a week passes that news does not come of
clergymen stepping more and more into the light, and
preaching much the same, if not the identical message
of the true church. A speeial despaich in the Philadel-
phia Public Ledger, appearing at greater length in other
papers, depicts rome truth about the carthly phase of
the kingdom of God. 'The headlines are cloge Lo present
truth: “Ivangelist Paints Millennium Picture.  Barth
Wonr’t Disappear” ; “Straton Foresecs Heaven on arth.
Norristown Daptists Are Told Earth Will Not Be Wiped
Out.”* Dr. Straton is a well known vice-fighter, and one
of the more prominent of New York city clernvmen of
the Baplist denomination. We quote, in part:

God's original plan was a perfect world dowered with
happiness and blessed with peace. . . . The final vestitution
of the human race and its perpetuation in a punticd and
perfeeted world is necessary, therefore, if God is really
to win comnpletely in the age-long contest between himself
and the devil. Unless the carth is to be restored and God's
IYden plan is finally to be viciorious, then he has only
purtly succecded in his wise and loving efforts toward
redemption.

Seripture teaches elearly that in the fulness of God's
time, the devil, the author of all evil, is to be completely
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defented and cast out. And with this elimination of the
devil from the affairs of earth, all the sin and suffering
and sorrow which he caused will disappear. Every pliague
spot of sin and infamy will be blotted out; all the marshes
and bogs of erime, all the gambling dens and drinking hells,
and haunts of shame, all the loathsome pest holes of hideous
disease done away forever.

All the depraved ecabinels and the vain-glovious courts,
and the sclf-seeking legislatures of the workl adjourncd.
All rotten rulers and corrupt public othicials, who usc their
oflices for private gain through public plunder and to serve
the advancement of their own political fortunes, banished
in utter disgrace from before the echildren of men. All the
cannon melted into church bells, and the swords beaten into
reaping hooks. All the emptiness and vanity which now
characterizes social life exploded, and truc brotherhood
and human sympathy smiling in their stead. livery impure
picture and every line of lust on every printed page, and every
lecherous playhouse and every lic of yellow journalism
cast out forever.

All the selfish and infamous cliques. and combinations
and rings—political rings, and whiskey rings, and vice rings,
and society rings, and railroad rings. and mercantile rings,
and bankers’ rings, and labor rings, and building-contractor
rings, and walking-delegate rings, and dancing-master rings,
and Bolshevistic rings—yes, and preachers’ rings and a
thousand other rings—broken up, and in their place fra-
ternity, love, and a sweet fellowship established.

Every jail emptied, every penitentiary in the hands of
a receiver, every judgze given a permanent vacation, all the
forces that have (o drive and rvestrain and coerce the sons
of men, and all those who work iniquity in any form, put-
ting through rotten luws, crippling honest industry, cor-
rupting the press, exploiting the poor—whitsoever muketh
iniquity or worketh a lic—ended by the power of the
Almighty, and a clean, honest, healihy, pure-minded,
stright-limbed, red-blooded, home-loving, woman-honoring,
God-fearing race of men watking in the midst of a redeemed
creation, lighted with beanty and blessed by the smile of
an approving God!

Yes, soon will come that glorious day which this
man in eloquent words proclaims. Dr. Straton is not
far from the kingdom of God. He is one of the fore-
runners of an army of honest, God-fearing ministers,
who are destined soon to take up the song of the king-
dom of God at hand—when the divine prophecy of two
millenniums ago finds its mate: “The Lord gave the
word: great was the company of those that published
it. Tings [political, financial, ecclesiastical] and their
armics did flce apace: and she [the true church] that
tarried at home divided the spoil.”—Psalm 68:11, 12.

In patient expectation the church awaits the nearing
hour when all of the spirit-begotten shall be one in
heart and one in voice.

SOME

“Some one a crown of life will have
By and by

Some one the glorious King will see,

From toils and pains of earth be free,

And evermore with Christ will be;
Shall you, shall I?

ONE

“Some one will shout the victory
By and by;
Some one will join the heavenly band,
Some one be found at God’s right hand,
Some one with overcomers stand;
Shall you, shall I?”



THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

— OcroBEr 15— LUKE 3. —
AN UNUSUATL PREACHER—UNDER GOD'S PROVIDENCES—BAUTISAL- OF RLPENTANCE—PROPIET AND I'RIEST—GREAT RUT TRULY HUMBLE
—TIMES OF JUDGMENT—FAITHFUL WITNESS.
“Repent ye; for the kingdom of hecaven is at hand."—atthew 3. 2.

IGHTYVEN years after the time of Jesus’ first visit to
E the 'emple, mentioned in the last lesson, its religious

leaders and the common people woere stirred by the
report of one who was preaching in the wilderness of Judcea.
The preacher was an altogether unusual man; his message
also wus altogether unusual, and was in no sense a develop-
ment out of the then present circumstances. He spoke with
much boldness, declaring that he was fulfilling the proph-
ecy of Isaiah, being “the voice of the one crying in the wil-
derness,” and that he was preparing the way of the one
who should come after him. (Luke 40:3,4; John 1:23)
The whole country-side was stirred, and crowds went out
into the wilderness to see and hear the preacher. (Matthew
3:5) He was John, son of Zacharias and Elizabceth, born
to be forcrunnecr of Jesus. Of his childhood, youth, and
manhood until he was thirty years of age, the Scripture is
silent, save that it records “he was in the descrts till the
day of his showing unto Israel.” (Luke 1:80) I'robably
his parents, who were old when he was born, did not live
very long after his boyhood.

TRAINING FOR HIS WORK

We may take it for certain that John, who was very
specially under the providences of God, had the peculiar
circumstances of his birth related to him: both his father
and his mother would tell him of the angel's visit, and. of
that which he had said concerning him. He trained him-
sclf accordingly; for no man could have taken the bold
stund he took, and have becen so clear on the realities of
true worship, unless he had arrived at his conclusions by
much meditation and communion with God. Also he would
know of his cousin Jesus. We do not know that thesc two
met either as hoys or younz men, though it is probuable that
they did: and it can casily he imagined that cach would
be a help to the other when talking over the Scriptures
upon which their hearts would love to dwell.

At thirty years of age, prohably on time to a day (Luke
1:80) in the spring of A.ID. 2% John began his ministry.
He lifted up his voice in the wilderness. 1In this he showed
his faith, as well as that he had a clear understanding; for
the natural inference would be that if he were to do a
preparatory work amongst the people, a wilderness would
not be a good pluce wherein to reach them, however good
it had been for study. But he knew his work and his place,
and he had faith to believe that the issues remaincd with
God. It was in the wilderness the “voice” of Isaiill’s proph-
ecy was to be heard; so in the wilderness he began to
precach.

This strange thing was noiscd abroad: the people were
attracted. As the crowds came to him he boldly proclaitned
a course of repentanee unto remission of sin, and he prac-
tised baptism to symbolize ils removal. He made tLhe
people realize that they were out of harmony with God,
and he had no hesitation in speaking very plainly to those
who came to hear him. To merc professors he was ex-
ceedingly outspoken: a “generation of vipers” he called
them. (Matthew 3:7) To the common people he gave
definite counsel. He told who he was, saying that he was
the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophcey; a forerunner for one
much mightier than he, and who was about to come; that
his work was preparatory. The one immediately following
would baptize in holy spirit and fire; would come with a
fan in hand to cleanse his threshing floor; would gather the
wheat into the garner and burn up the chafl with unquench-

able fire; and that he, John, was not worthy to loose the
shoc latchet of this Commg One. “And many other things
in his exhortation preached he unto the people.”—Luke 3:
18.

THE GATHERING DISCIPLES

Amongst the many who listcned to John were a few
honest hearts who lingered, willing to be taught of him,
and who bheeame disciples to him. Ioremost amongst these
were some fishermen from Galilee—John,and James, Peter,
and Andrew. J'or a season they appeared to have left
their fishing that they might learn of Jehovah’s purpose,
and God rewarded them; they surely would be a great
cneouragement to John in his work. Soon he found him-
self with a little band of disciples who entered into his
ministry with him, and who became the nucleus of that
people “prepitred for the Lord,” spoken of to his father
Zachariag by the anecel. (Luke 1:17) 7o the Jordan John
took his hearers, and in that stream of “judgment” some
entered into a closer union with God, while some brought
further condemnation upon themselves through rejecting
the heaven-sent witness.

John was, of course, of the priesthood; indeed, both his
father and his mother were of the house of Aaron. ITe
thus combined the oftices of prophet and priest. This is not
an unknown combination; for it is found in the ciasus of
Jeremiah and Ezekicel. But it is somewhat remarkable in
John'’s cise because of the singularity of his disposition:
he corresponds more with the RElijah type of prophet than
with the Jeremiah or Ezckiel type, and therefore we are
apt to forget his descent from Aaron. 'The question micht
be raised as to why the forerunner of Jesus came from
the priestly order; and the answer to ithe query may be
that Jehovah desired to have both the witness of 1hie proph-
ets and the priests converze in the pomted message of the
prophet-priest John the Daptist. There is no record of
John doing any priestly service as did his father before
him: indced the Scriptures say that he was in the desert
until the day of his showing to Tsracl.—Luke 1:80.

THE LAMB OF JEHOVAIL

Rut though John never sacrificed a lamb at the Temple al-
tar, he had something to do with the sacrificing of the Lamb
of God. It was he who first ealled attention to Jesus as God’s
sacrifice. “Iiehold,” he said, pointing to Jesus, “the Lamb
of God which taketh away the sin of the world.” (John
1:29) And it may very well be that John'’s faithful min-
istry, telling of the one who should come and who was so
much greater than he, might have much to do wiily the
ultimafe death of Jesus, so unexpected and apparently so
unlikely to happen. God thus crowned the priesthood of
Israel, and the prophetie ollice in this otherwise obscure
member of the priestly order. As a whole the pricsihood
had sought the oflice and its glamour rather than fhe true
service of God. The prophet and priest combined in John,
and pointed to the king.

John was one of the world's greatest men. Very few
could have taken as he the high honor and position us the
announcer of the coming king. His faith was great and
of a high order. None but one who was absolutcly sure
of his mission and of his God would have dared to tell that
the Coming One was present amongst them The same
courage and faith are again necessary and ithe witness is
being given! Neither meanness nor ambition had any part
in John’s disposition.
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It is when caught unawares that the ftruc disposition
discloses itself before profession has time to get its cloak
on; and that John was truly humble is shown by the sud-
den revelation of humilily as Jesus appearcd before him
for baptism. ‘Nay,’ said John on Jesus' request, ‘it 15 more
fitting that you should baptize mic thun 1 baptize you. He
rosc above the ordinary standard of the prophet, though
that indecd were high; for Jesus said of him that he was a
prophet and more than a prophet. (Matthew 11:9) DBut
he proved he was a member of the fallen family: for his
faith failed somewhat as his expectitions concerning the
Messinh were not fulfilled. When the due time came for
his mmistry 1o ceanse, and for Jesus to come into prommence,
God permitted John fo be thrown into prison. Iis public
ministry was ended: though he was allowed to have some
of his disciples about Jum. Evidently he expected Jesus
to begin 1o do something to establish a kingdom; but in-
stead of doing us bhe expected, Jesus took up John's own
messige, “Repent, for the kingdom of hcaven is at hand”
(Matthew 4:17) and continuced to do the same kind of
work as John, with this ditference, that he wrought mir-
acles in his work; and also, unlike John, he moved from
place 1o place. Nor did Jesus make uny mention of any-
thing relating to the early establishment of the kingdom;
on the contrary, as if he had only a spiritual kingdom in
mind, he was a tcacher and preacher.

1t was a good work that Jesus was doing, but John
evidently was puzzled and asked himseclf what relalion all
this had to the kingdom which he huad proclaimed, and
which he expected to be set up. He wondered whether he
had bheen mistaken in pointing out Jesus as the one for
whom he was forerunner; and voicing his doubt to sonie
of his disciples, he sent them to ask Jesus whether he was
the one who shonld come, or, “should we look for another?”
Jesus received the messengers, and that same hour wrought
many miracles, sutticient to show the disciples of John that
the Scripture was being {fulfilled, and thus to open John's
eyes to the fact that there was to be a ministry of the
Messiah before the kingdom could be established. (Isalih
61:1-3) Without doubt John was assured, and without
doubt he died in faith, and to the glory of God. This
ministry of the anoinied has continucd during the age,
resulting in preparing a people for {he Lord, and giving
opportunities for those sufferings which the prophets had
so plainly declared ns belonging to the Christ.

JOHN WAS THE ELIJAR

Jesus said that to those able to reccive it John was
the Elijah of Malachi’'s prophecy (Mualachi 4:5) ; for Jesus
came for judgment us well as to bless those of Israel whose
Irearts were waiting for God. It was in favor to Israel
that John wuas sent.  God would have his people fully
warned before they entered into judgnient; and have those
who wanted to be right prepared for that fuller blaze of
light which should comce wiih Jesus. But it is evident that
Matachi's prophecy looks forward to a greater fulfillment
than that accomplished by John's ministry. Malachi saw
that cvent which we call the sccond coming of our Lord,
the coming of Messinh to judge, bless, und restore Israel,
and his messenger Elijah preceeding him before he should
“come to his temple”.

That great event is now upon us. To our understanding
the Scriptures and corroborative facts show that the Lord
came to his temple for judgment in the spring of 1918.
1f this be so it follows that Pastor Ilussell's message an-
nouncing the coming of the kingdom for judgment corres-
ponds with the message of John the Baptist announcing the
judgment then coming with Jesus. This thought does not
In any way nullify those chings which have so surely been
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believed amongst us. The judgment of nominal Chris-
tendom began in 1878 and was sharpened in 1881; but it
is clear that God used Pastor Russcll to head a work of
calling Christendom to repentance by telling it of the error
of its ways. It was not until after the World War, when
the nominal church finally threw its lot in with the world,
and thus separated itself from God, that God finally castit off.
This corresponds with the rejection of Jesus by the Jews,
and the rejection of them by God. As Paul said, “wruth is
come upon them to the uttermost.”—1 Thessalonians 2: 16.

The Lord guve a warning to the Israel of tiose days by
his servant John such as in these days he gave to Chris-
tendom by his servant Pastor Russell. John tore away the
gurment of shams and forms and got down to realitics.
The Jews boasted that they had Abraham as their father.
John says: ‘Your claim is nothing worth. “God is able of
these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.” (Matthew
3:90) So to the churches in these days Pastor Russell said
to those who claim to have the Apostolic Succession. ‘Your
claim is nothing worth: indeed your “ordination” is fraud-
ulent.” Both urged all to whom they could appeal to amend
their ways, to accept the “present truth” at the hands of
the present Lord. In Dboth cases the messengers of God
were ill-used of the world, and in both cases the majoriLly
of those to whom they spoke passed on to destruction.

John was clear ahout his mission. Fle was a herald, a
voice, a messenger, a forerunner, “the friend of the bride-
groom”; and he had the faith {o decrease, uas well as in-
crease. when his work was done.

GIVING A WITNESS

John accomplished his task of giving a witness and of
preparing o people for the Lord. Jesus gathered his first
and foremost disciples out of John’s litile band of followers.
Well would it have been for the fathers in Israel who
hoasted of and trusted in their wisdom if they had learned
of John. But these wise ones would not turn to John and
Jesus, these true children; nor would the people turn o
that hope of Abraham’s seed spoken to their fathers. They
passed on and were punished. God permitted John to die
o lonely prison, but his work was done, and his record
remains. He had foretold the coming of Jesus, had pointed
him oul, and the faithful heard and turned to Jesus.

It has heen suggested that John lost his life through
UNNECeSSITY intelromnce with Ferod’s, matters. But there
secimis to be no good reason for thinking so. St. Mark says
that Herod gladily listened to John; and though it is almost
certain that on these occusions John fold Herod that his
course was wrong, there is nothing to indicate interference.
Probably John spoke in a kindly, though definite manner, to
Herod. John’s end came through Herod’s telling Flerodias
of what John had said.

The Tord’s people must be fuithful in their opportuni-
ties, and when so engaged must not be considered as inter-
fering in other men's nmuatters.

THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

1. What unnsual event stirred the Jews’ religious leaders cighteen
yenrs after Jesus® first visit to the Temple? § 1.

2. What was there unusual about John and his mecsqge" T 1.

3. ITow was John specially trained for his work? q 2

4. Why did John do his preaching in the wilderness? § 3.

5. What differing messages did John give the people and their
leadoers? § 4.,

6. How did Jehn charncterize the coming Messiah? § 4.

7. Describe how John's disciples gathered about him. § 5.

8. \\ lmt three prophets combined the offices of priest and prophet?

1.6

9. W hv was it appropriate that the forerunner of Messiah should
combine these two offices?

1011 \,}{ hat Lamb for sacrifice did John the priest have to do with?

11. From what differing viewpoints did John and the other
priest regard the priestly office? 7 7

12. What traits of John exhibit his greatness” { S.

13. What sudden test proved John'’s greatness? § 9.
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14. What circumstances afterwards caused John's faith to falter
a little? ¢ 10.
15. Ilow did Jesus show John that he (Jesus) was the Mcessiah?
11,

1

16. 1low
words?

llt What grenter fulfillment @id the words of Malachi Jook forward
0?

138, W hen ‘dla Messiah's judgment
antitypical temple, the church? §

and why was John’s work a fulfillment of Malachi's

specially descend upon the
13.
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19. How did the work of Pastor Russell correspond to that of
John the Baptist? § 13.

20. Show some other correspondencies in the work and message
of John and Puslor Russell. { 14.

21. Whut e aspeets of John’s work are mentioned? { 15.

20, \\'h;u. two tasks did John accomplish? ¢ 1G.

23 tate camme to those Jews that failed to heced John's
IH(\\I"G‘ U 16,

24. What were the teluations of John and Herod? 19 17,18.

JESUS TEMPTED

— OCTOBER 22 — — LUKE 4:.1-3
JFSUS' CONSECRATION—GUIDED BY THE SPIRIT — TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL — THREE LINES OF TCMPTATION — THE WEAPON OF
DOUBT.

“Im that he himself hath suffcrcd being tempied, he is able to succor them that are templed.”—Ilcbreis 2: 18.

HEN Jesus was nearly thirty years of age, he made
preparation to leuve the home at Nazareth and break
his hitherto special relationship with his mother
and his brethren. Without doubt the purposc of his life
begin to dawn upon him; for although he could not yet
understand the deep spiritual meaning of the Scriptures
with which he was so familiar, it is certain that he knew
sufticient of their teaching to guide him to a consecration.
Jence when Jesus went to John we do not think of him
as going up for immersion only, to conform to John's
baptisin, or to signify and symbolize his consecration to
God, and then to return home. He went to place himself
at his IFather’s disposal. Why did he not go to John
earlier, when first he heard of John's ministry? The
answer must be that he realized that his fime did not
come until lie should be thirty years of age. And he neced-
cd no cleansing; for he was pure and spotless, having
escaped the corruption of nature; also both by disposition
and by the power of God, he had escuped contamination
with the world.

It was a considerable distance that Jesus traveled in
order to symbolize his consecration; for John was baptizing
in the Jordan near to Jericho. As Jesus presented himself
he was received by John as his superior, and John sub-
mitted only after Jesus had reiterated his desire to be
tinmersed. To those who may have been witnesses Jesus
would appear as presenting himsclf to John for the wash-
ing away of sins. Here he was first numbered amongst
the transgressors.

On Jesus' coming up out of the water, John saw on him
the sign which God had given to him when he was com-
missioned: he saw the form of a dove resting upon Jesus,
the symbol of the holy spirit. (John 1:33) This con-
firmed John, and caused him to bear witness to Jesus.
There was also a voice from heaven for the benefit of them

both, and probably no one else heard it, saying, “This
is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased”—the

witness that Jesus wus accepted of God. (Matthew 3:17)
Then, and as he prayed, the heaven was opened (Luke
3:21) and in spirit he entered into a new realm of life.
The power of the spirit came upon him; he discerned
spiritual things; the high calling opened before him, and
he saw and felt himseclf a son of God begotten to the
divine nature. It was in this way that the consecration
and anointing of our T.ord took place: it was also the
beginning of the new pricsthood.

JESUS GOES INTO THE WILDERNESS
It could cusily be imagined that Jesus. having realized
himself as onc sent from God for a ministry, would wish
to eniler immediately on his life's work. But the spirit he
had received guided or even impelled him away from men

habiiation into the wilderness; and there, for
forty days, he “wuas with the wild beasts.” (Mark 1:13)
What a strange opening for his ministry! Why must he
have this eaperience? Evidently it was necessary for the
purpose of meditation; for though he had meditated all
his life—even at twelve years of age we find him deeply
studious—the newness of life which now came to him
neceessitated a re-adjustment of all his thinking; not in-
dced to unlearn, but to add the fullness of the new light
to that which he had already rececived.

But it was also nccessary that he should have this
wilderness cxperience in order “to be tempted of the devil.”
The baptism of Jesus was the outward beginning of those
purposes of God which ultimately resolve into a warfare
against Satan, and which will bring about his destruection.
The baptized Jesus was God's challenge to the devil. Ap-
parently in God’s plan it was nccessary that it should be
proved to the devil, and to thosc spirit beings who were
more or less under his control, that God ecould produce
a man who would resist temptation.

And so before Jesus had devecloped in spiritual life he
was subjected to the temptations of his great enemy and
rival. God would prove that Jesus had the love of God in
his heart; and that he was so truly unselfish that he would
not take his own way, but seek his ¥ather’s praise, how-
cver keen and subtle were the temptations put into his
way. Furthermore the expericnces which he was to get
in his temptations were intended to prove his fidelity to
God before he began his ministry, and also that out of
them he might gain such lessons of experience "as would
help him in his life’s work.

The period of temptation was forty days—a symbolic
number. During those days Jesus ate nothing. Wrapt
in meditation he fed on the word of God. Perhaps he might
have found in the wilderuess some of the kind of food
whieh John had, locusts and wild honey; but the record
Is clear that he did not eat, and that when the days
were cnded he was hungry. At this juncture the devil
appeared to him. How we do not know, nor are e
specially concerned; but we see no reason for thinking
that the devil manifested himself in any form. Perhups
there was at the cend of his period of meditation some
relaxation on the part of Jesus; he was not now so ab-
sorbed. He found himself hungry and probably faint.

It was just at this point the devil came to him, not as an
enemy, but as a friend, and said: “If thou be the Son
of God, command that these stones be made bread.” The
suggestion would seem a reasonable one, as if the devil
would say: You are faint, and you cannot work in that
condition; your Father could not wish you to bhe weak;
and if you be tne Son of God what could be more reason-

and their
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able than you should use your power and turn these
stones into bread!

Here is the first, temptation and a subtle one; for why
should the suciestion not be acted upon? Jesus knew that
the sugeestion was a temptation to him; for any suggestion,
howaver apparently helpful, from one who is notl in har-
mony with God is sure, if followed, to lead one away from
God. [ we may so put it, Jesus used common sense. and
guave all his followers a lead which they do well to follow
very closely.

DOUBT AND THE DEVIL
Whatever was the manner i which the devil approached

Jesus, the facr ihat in his suggestion he  sought  to
implant o douht would be suflicient for Jesus to know

No angel of God would come to
him sugueesting a doubt.  But the devil said: “If thou bhe.”
and in saying that he proved himself an enemy. This is
always 1he devil's way: donbt ig his first instruoment. 1t
wis $o to mother Iove in the goarden,  “Hath God said?”
was his first word to Eve, as 1f he would instil a doubt
as to God's goodness and sincerity.

thal he was an cnemy.

This first {emptation to Jesus was intended to cause him
to take himsel out of his Father's eare. He knew that it
was of hig ather thal he had gone into the wilderness and
wis yet there: and if his Father chiose that he should re-
main, he would trust that He could and would preserve
hing, tor “man shall not live by bread alone, but hy cvery
word that proceedetl out of the mouth of God.” (Matthew
4:4)  In any case his life was in his Father's hands, and
he would leave it there. Also the templation to Jesus to
satisfy hix natural appetite was a subtle afiempt to got
him fo juy attention to his flesh, and our Lord would do
notliing of the kind. Eve ate beeause the fruit was good
and pleasant; she indulged. But even when hungry Jesus
would not et at the devil’s suggestion, He would cat only
in the will of God.

The devil, foiled. now in spirit took our Lord “into an
excecding high mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms
of the world and the glory of them.” (Matthew 4:8) By
suzgestion or a vision he gave Jesus a mental view of the
world filled with the glory and glamour of earth's great
kingdoms; of kings and the glory of their retinues; and
he made manifest to Jesus' mind something of the glory
which would be his who was their overlord. Then he said
to Jesus: “All this power will T give thee, and the glory
of them; for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever
T will T give it. If thou therefore wilt worship me, all
shall be thine.”—Luke 4:6,7.

Here was a bold bid, and a frank declaration of his
purpose. If Jesus would worship him, that is, acknowledge
him us overlord. e undertook to give Jesus all this glory
which in mental vision he had seen—the glory of all the
kingdoms of the earth.  The temptation was a keen once;
for Jlesus knew that Satan was “the god of this world,”
and the warm heart of Jesus was filled wiih desire to
hless the families of the carth. Tf he were in position of
ruler, hiow quickly he could bring into operation such legis-
lation and direction as would help the world hack into
some sort of happiness of life! e did not know how
long 1 time would clapse hefore his Ifather would establish
him in his kingdom. e did know that trial and difliculty,
and misunderstanding and suffering at the hands of wicked
men would he his lot, and that he had mueh hardship to
undergo hefore he could have even the prospect of the
kingdom. And licre was a ready and easy way to power
and to prominence! But his course was straight; and
though he suffered in being tempted, not for a moment did
he hesitate. Satan’s “If” would not suit Jesus. He could
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have these things, if he would worship Satan. But Jesus
with vehemence replied: “Get thee behind me, Satan; for
it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and
him ounly shalt thou serve.”—Luke 4: 8.

A SUBTLE TEMPTATION

The devil was again rebutted; but he did not leave Jesus;
for he had still another shaft and Jesus must still be
subjected to temptation. His trial was not yet finished,
Now the devil had another helpful suggestion.  Since Jesus
wils proving himself so faithful to his IFather, the devil
would help him in his work. EHe made a proposal satanic
and devilish in its cunning and malignity. e approached
Josus after this fashion: You are aboul to start your
ministry, and you have heen anointed for that service;
hut the people do not know as we do of your appointiient
by your IFather, their God, and it will be most helplul
to you if they are properly advised of it. 1T suggest a
way by which you can show that you are onc scnt from
heaven. Let us co to the pinnuacle of the temple; and you
ean Dbegin your minisiry from there hy casting yourself
down, and thus prove you are sent of God. 1 suggest this
is not an wunreasonable proposual. Indeed, probably this
wus infended for you; for what other than this could the
P'salin meun which says: “He shall give his angels charge
over thee, to keep thee?'—Luke 4:10.

The devil would suggest to Jesus that there could be no
other meaning for that word than the one he now offerced;
and the temptation would have some point in the mind
of Jesus becuuse of the strange way in which his ¥ather
was introducing him to his ministry. If God really wanted
him to get to the people to tell them the truths he . had
to declare, why did he not provide some means of ready
access to them?  Jesus was @ lonely man, brought up in a
despised place: had walked alone to John; no one else siw
his anointing, and now for forty days he had been away
from the haunts of men. What a strange opening for
such a ministry as his! The devil suggested a better way,
and hoped to deceive Jesus into mismterpretation of the
Scripture and into pride of heart in showing the people
he had come from heaven., And the devil would have been
his advertising manager, and would have gotten the crowds
out to see Jesus lJeap down—and destroy himsclf. But
again Jesus saw an enemy; for again there was the “if
thou be the Son of God.” Here was doubt again thrust
into his mind. Jesus siw the foolishness of this course—
that it would not be faith in God, but be presumption and
would be tempting God, would be forcing the hand of God;
and he said: “It is written, Thou shalt not tempi the T.ord
thy God.” (Luke 4:12) The devil now left him for &
season, foiled, and full of malignity.

SATAN’S THREE AVENUES OF ATTACK

In these three temptations we see again the original
temptations in the Garden of Eden. Satan has three
avenues by which he can approach the citadel of the huinan
heart—the tust of the cye, the lust of the flesh, and the
pride of life. It was “when the woman saw that the tree
was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes,
and a tree (o be desired to make one wise, she took of the
fruit thercof, and did eat.” (Genesis 3:6) Jesus was
tempted (1) according to the flesh—“muke these siones
bread”; (2) according to the (mental) cye—Satan “showed
him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them”;
and (3) to pride of heart, for Satan wanted Jesus to
think of magnifying himself before the people.

LEve was tempted while in a beautiful home garden, in
the midst of comfort and case of life; but Jesus was
tempted in the wilderness, aud when hungry, and in lone-
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liness of iife. IBut his absolute fidelity to God suved him,
and his ready knowledge of the Scriptures enabled him to
cause each attack to fail suddenly. Loyalty would prob-
ably have saved him, but had he not known the Scriptures
the fight would probably have been prolonged. The sword
of the spirit cuts quickly and deeply.

Every true follower of the lowly Son of God must go
through similar experiences. On our consecration and be-
getting into newness of life each is sooner or later brought
into the wilderness of temptation; and it is a great honor
to thus follow our Masier, to be tempted as he was. As
certainly as the heavenly Father knows cuch consecrated
one who comes to him, so surely does Satan know, and
secks by subtlety to desiroy them. He knows, too, that
these whomt hie cannot allure from their fidelity, and thus

destroy, will be his most determined foes. Perhaps he
sometimes thinks: “If thesc live I die.” FHe certainly
makes {heir destruction one of his chief aims.

The wreat church gystems have been tewapted as the Lord
was, and have succumbed. “They have taken Sutan’s bait.
They have accepled rule over the kingdoms of the world,
notably so in the Roman, Greek, and Anglican church, and
have clothed themsclves in glorious apparel suited to their
authority. They have used {he things of God for the in-
dulgence of their fleshily nature: the good things of this
world have been theirs in plenty.  And pride has filled
their heart. ‘I sit a qucen and ., . know no sorrow’ is
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the statement of the Scriptures respecting the pride of the
greatest of these systerms.

But the true followers of Christ, the saints, have followed
the lowly way. They wait God's time, well knowing that
it is only on their Lord’s return that the church cun be
organized, and they enter into their glory.

BEREAN QUESTIONS

Why did Jesus prepare to leave home as he became of age? { 1.

Why did he wait till he was thirty years of uge? | 2.

When and how was Jesus first numbered among the trans-

grossors? 4 3.

‘]HZW was Jesus' appointment to office miraculously confirmed?

1 4.

In what strange way dld Jesus' great work begin? 1 5.

Why was 1t necessary for Jesus to be tempted of the devil? § 6.

What was to be proved by God through Jesus' temptation? { 7.

What was the environment of his temptation? § 8.

Under what naturally unfavorable conditions did th

begin to tempt Inim? § 8.

0. In what guise did the devil first present himself to Jesus? { 9.

1. Why was the first templatiou a subtle one? § 9.

12, What doubts ddid the devil suggest to Jesus and to Tve? | 10.

13. How d the nrst temptation affect Jesus' relationship to the
Father? 9§ 11.

14 What was the second temptation? 12,

15. Why wuas the second temptation a keen one? § 13.

16. What was the third temptation presented to Jesus? Y 14.

17. Why did the third temptation appear to present a bhetter
way for Jesus to inaugurate his ministry? { 15.

18. Tell the three ways in which Jesus was f{ampted. Y 16.

19. Contrast the temptations of Jesus and of Eve Yy 17.

20. Into what condition do all the true followers of Jesus enter
for therr testing? 7 18.

21. ¥ow have the church systems stood their temptation? § 19.

22, How have the fully consecrated stood their temptation? { 20.

[
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devil
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WORLD-WIDE PROHIBITION OF SIN

— — Ocroner 29 — Isatag 61:1-9 ——

SYMIATHY WITF OBJECT—NOT WITH METHOD—DELIBERA'TE DEBAUCHLING OF MEN—DPROUIBITION OF

ALL SIN NEEDED

“Righleousness exalleth ¢ nation but su 18 a reprouch to any pcople.’—Proverbs 14: 8.

HE committee which decides upon the Bible lesson

has, in conjunction with the leaders of the Lemperance

movement, appointed that the Sunday school lesson
for this day shall he on woribp-wipe rroUIBITION ; and they
have chosen the most bheautiful passage (Isaialt 613 1-9)
as the one to be associated with their object.

We have sympathy with any movement which is intended
to be helpful o mmankind, and with every desire of good men
to alleviate sutlerings brought about by indulgence in alco-
holic liquor ; and also with every effort for the repression of
that abominable trade 1 the lives and souls of men. We
therefore express sympathy with the object which temper-
ance reformers set before them, though we may not agree
with their methods, and do not think that these are of
real value in bringing men into the ways of righleousness.

One does not need to have the spectacles of the temper-
ance reformer to see thal aleohol has become one of the
curses of the world. Whalaever opinion be held respecting
a moderate or reasonable use of alcohol, there can be no
question as to the evil of its immoderate use, nov of the evil
of the trade in it. More unhappiness and more devastating
ruin have come through intemperance than through all the
wars which have ever been waged., Lust and gluttony and
immoderate drinking are always in association. Personified,
they are as vampires which feed upon the human family,
and are the readicst agents of the devil for breaking down
the human will and bringing men under the power of evil.

ORGANIZED INIQUITY
In these lute duys of human history the power of these
evils has heen enormously increased, owing Lo the orzan-
ization of trade based upon the weakness of men. Perbaps
the most powerful organization in the world hus been that

which has had possession of the drinking trade. Those
whose business it is to provide drink and the facilities for
drinking, and who have made it both a desiruable and an casy
thing for men to get intoxiculing liquor, and who have
become enriched thereby, can be considered as no other
thun vampires fattening upon their human vietims and
draining their life blood. Now in these last duys viee, which
depends largely upon alcoholie drink, is organized, and
there are those now in all parts of the world whose business
it is to trade in the bodies and souls of their victims.
(Revelation 18:13) We thank God that the day is at hand
when men will be free from the bondage of these terrible
organizutions, which are used by wicked and unholy men,
and which are surely guided by the counscels of the devil
himself.

Our text says: “Rightcousness exalteth a nation.” The
drink truade demoralizes a nation; and perhaps the fact of
a liquor trade fastened upon and entrenched in the home
life of a people, as that trade has been in Great Britain,
is a greater blot upon the country’s name than the fact
that the people themselves spent in 1920 £469,713,000
($2,345,565,000.00), a sum representing (1) the squan-
dering of their wealth (2) to the ruin of their homes, and
(3) at the cost of family happiness. The same can as truly
be said of other countries; for all have bcen more or less
involved, the United States of America being now a notable
exception.

SATAN’S REFORM MOVEMENTS
Probably there have always been temperance parties since
the muastery il misery of drink were discovered. When
during the last century men began {o increase on the earth,
and commercialism brought a considerable measure of pros-
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perity, Satan began to perceive that he would do well to
get some measure of reform, else he might lose his kingdom
through debauchery. Ever a leader in moderation, he got
some sincere men to promote temperance partics, operating
chiefly among the poor. To have the spectacle of a great
nuniber of drunken men is no credit to any people, and
the working man drunk was not so amenable to discipline
as when sober. The rich, of course, did not need these re-
straints; for they could always conduct their drinking under
the respectable cover of their clubs, and without outward
disgrace. Temperance parties prospered, bnt drinking pros-
pered more; and the drink was doctored, and profits grew,
and the trade became more deeply fastencd upon the life
of the people.

When the World War broke out, at the end of the gentile
times, the world was surprised by the action of Russin in
enforcing the stoppage of the drink trade. Autocratic Russia
wis an outstanding portion of Satan’s empire. The United
States of America, the outstanding democracy of the world,
followed suit: but in this case the result was gained by
agitation, chiefly political. It scemed as if the world was
learning wisdom, and was going to he hettered. But Russia
was not saved by prohibition; and while the pcople of the
United States are more sober, and its people are saving mon-
ey previously spent in drink, and though the jails are
empticr, the people are not therchy getting nearer to God
and to rightcousness.

TRUE PROHIBITION

Prohibition will come to all peoples, not in the matter of
drink only, but in all forms of evil. It is useless to try to
make men good by acts of T'arlinment or of Congress or by
the ediets of any rulers. What is wanted is prohibition of
the devil; and, thank God. that is semething to which God
will sce in the near future. 'Then ull those things by which
the devil beclouds the minds of the people and allows themn
to indulge in their fallen natures, and by which profiteers
and human vampires live and fatien, will be brought to
an e¢nd. Everything contrary to the will of God will be
destroyed, and those who have used error of teuching and
loose habits of living in order to hold themscelves tn high
places will be degraded. All ecclesiastical systenis that have
exploited men, all profiteering, the trade in human lust, and
drink, and polities, will be brought to nought.

This is the true ministry seen by the Prophet—not mercly
a repression of evil, but a ministry of healing and of good
springing from within. To the ediucated Bible student it
seems almost a debasing of the grand text (Isaiah 61:1-9)
to use it in respect to prohibition. The ministry of which
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Isaiah speuks, and which he sces, is not anything o small
as the political-religions movement which enginecred pro-
hibition in America, but is the grand ministry of the sons
of God.

PART OF THE LORI’S PEOPLE

What part should the Lord’s people tike in any ugitation
for prohibition or lemperance rcform? Our reply is that
they should leave the world to manage its own aftairs. If
any one thinks that he should vote for prohibition, he has a
right to his own opinion. But it must be remembered that
Sutan is trying hard to amend, or repair, his kingdom to
show that the rule of Christ is not really neccssary; that
it is Satan’s desire to hold out against the King. Moreover,
every saint should remember that whoever is a friend of this
world is the cnemy of God, and should act accordingly.—
James 4: 4.

This beautiful passage from Tsaiah is now a living word
to Bible students. They sce in it their ministry: something
crander than preaching state prohibition of strong drink, or
of Iabor to bring it about. They see a proclamation of the
coming kingdom with all its blessings, the real prohibition—
that of all forms of evil. Now, if one evil is repressed,
men turn their cnergy to other forms, and there is no real
reform. Then, there will be no such opportunities.

The present ministry of the church of God is twefold.
It proclaims the year of the Lord's redeemed—dcliverance
for all from all kinds of evil bondage; but it also proclaims
that the Day of Vengeance is now present. The time has
come to destroy them {hat destroy the earth: and cvery
organization which stands in the way of truth, whether
ccclesiastical, political, or of a trade in the weaknesses of
men, will be destroyed.—Tevelation 11:18.

BEREAN QUESTIONS

1. What is there beputiful about Isaiah G1:1-97 € 1.

2. Ta what extent is il proper for {he consccrated to sympathize
with temperance reformers™ 3 2,

3. Why s alcohol a eurse? § 3.

4. Why hax {he alcohol evil increased in intensity of late yenrs?
q 4.

B. In what three ways does the drink trade demoralize a people?
q 5.

6. Why does the devil sometinies get helund reform moyements?
9 6.

7. What two nations led the world in temperance reform? 9 7.

8. JIa~ the United States ot nearer to God through temperance
retorm? § 7.

9. What is the great prohibition {hat is neccded by humanity?
18

10. \.i'.hy iz it an improper use of Isaiah 61:1-9 to apply it to the
tamperance reform? 1 9
11. What part should the consceruted take in temperance reform?
10

12, What js the true teaching to the conscerated of Tsaiah 61
1-97 1
12, What 1s the present twofold ministry of the church? § 12,

INTERESTING LETTERS

IMPOSING ON OTHERS

OME who pretend to be the followers of the Lord fail
entirely to remember that thie Lord never imposed
upon any one. Fe gives us an examplc of this when

on the day of his journey to Emmuus, after his resurrcction,
e was invited to go in to dine he did not do so until
pressed by those with him. The following letter is sclf-
explanatory.  We publish it for the benefit of the friends
throughout the country. We consider it a great imposition
for any one to travel aimlessly about the country angd write
ahead to the brethren to prepare for his or her entertainment.
We wish the brethren everywhere to know the facts, that
they may avoid all such impostors. We deem it a duty of
THi Warcn Tower to thus profect the brethren in any way
we can; hence we publish this letter in full

DiAR DEITHREN:
Iinelosed please find the card of Chas A TLildridge, which
was sent to me from Drother and Sister Starr, of San

Jose, requesting Sister Condart and myself to entertain
this brother and another young man, who is not in the
(ruth.  (The above claims Lo be in the truth.) They came

Lo our home at noon yesterday (August 16). Sister Condart
gave them lunch, then dinner at 6 M. They said that
they had heard of me at I'ortland and wanted to sce me,
and then I questioned LEldridge (the other young man did
not talk much) and I found that he did not scem to be
clear in the truth. So I then asked them their mission;
and they informed me that it is merely a pleasure trip. and
that they have been on the road for nearly two months.
Eldridge has the names of class secretaries all over the
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United Stuates and is writing ahead, requesting some one
to meet and take them to some one of the friends where
they can be entertained free. They did that with the
Portlund friends, and thosc at Suan Francisco, San Jose;
and of course they were directed here.

Now we have alwiays counted it a great privilege to enter-
tain the Lord’s children, and would, even to sharing the
fust crumb or giving up our bed and sleeping on the floor;
but not to spongers. So when 1 found out for sure thut
they are just traveling with no purpose in view, 1 simply
told them my wife had to work very hard doing her lhouse
work and colporteuring two days per week, so T would Luke
them to where they could get a roon. Of course Eldridge
put up a kick, but I marched them right down town in my
car and helped them get o room. Besides, I told him they
were doing wrong to burden the friends. I also wrote to
sonte of the secretaries in advance in regard to them. Did
I do wrong or should I have kept them and sent them along
to the other friends for a burden?

Your brother in heart harmony,

croas. B,

by his great mercy,
Conbpaxr, Seabright, Cualif,

FROM TIIE ISLE OF
DEsRr BRETHREY ;

On the evening of the Iourth of March., T saw some of your
papers, and the hooklet “Does the Soul Di¢?’ I wish to ex-
press my decep gratitude for these, and also introduce myself
to you.

I was born in Marash (Cilicia) and when I was sixicen
vears old, the spirit of God awukened me, and after cduca-
ting me under his hand, called nie to his ministry. Thus "ar

CYPRUS
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I have experienced many things. I was exiled, robbed, beaten,
tortured, and my house and furnilure burnt, and after
many difliculties I escaped to here. There is no other God
who could save thus, praise be to his name for ever and ever.

At present there are 7,000 Armenians in Cyprus, who I
know are in a very unfortunate condition. Besides the 800
Armenians living in Nicosia, there are many Greek Chris-
tians and many church buildings here. But there is no
spiritual life: it has long been dead. The clergy live a much
more degraded life thun the common people. Therce is
nothing elsc left for me, but to lament, weep and cry out like
Jerennuh.

Ican trying to the best of my ability to give the milk of
the truth to Greeks, Armenians, Turks, and Jews. I pray,
read, sing and give his message to whomsoever his spirit
directs me.

I am glad that I have found you brethren acknowledge nie
as one of your fellow servants. If possible send me ““Lhe
Photo Drama of Creation,” “The Divine P’lan of the Agces,”
and “The Hymms of Dawn” in Armenian and other Armenian
and Armecno-Turkish booklets; for we are in great nced of
them here. I am also in much need of your fervent prayers,
so that I may be used in his service. The Lord gives e
what I ask in prayer. I prayed: “O Lord, if I may be of
greater service to you”; and he showed me a way.

May God help, bless and keep you; Ainen. The members
of my fumily greet you in love. My wife also huas some
women Bible students.

I remain with decp respect and gratitude in advance,

Your brother and fellow servant,

(Rev.) H. H. MARNQOSHAGIAN, Cyprus

BEREAN QUESTIONS ON ARTICLES IN TOWER FOR SEPT. 15, 1922

TESTS AND TEMPTATIONS

1. What difference oxists hetween testing and tempting? T 1.
2 What s Satan's moetnne n temptling the ((»usccmtcd? 1 2.
3. Do tests and templations affect the individual ilone? § 3.
4. What change bas tuaken place in God's operations since 18787

ER
) \‘1\I ‘hat special blessings and perils now exist? ¢ 5.
6. \What is the eflect of recent {ests upon the church? ¢ 6,7
7. [How has Satan tempted the chureh? § 8.
8 What templations of disloyally have occurred? 9 9, 10.
9. How 18 the tempiation of ithe plea of hiberty met? § 11. .
10. \\hlt tuuptlll(m ! arisen from an appeal to personal holi-
. :I.Ilf&, 15 \llL guidance of an adliercat of orthodoxy? q 4. 15
12. How isx the doctrine ol the Lord's presence now a test and a

blessing? 1 16
eing? - GOOD SOLDIERS

What course must a Christian follow” 1.

Why is aclivity especially needful now? ¢ 2.

Who constitute the klngq of the eurth? § 3.

Who constitute the Lord’s organization? § 4.

What s the character of a good soldier? § 5.

What armor nust a soldier of Jesus Christ wear? § G. _
What opposite methods are used by Satan and Christ? 7.
What woik will a soldier of Christ do? q 8. . .
What questions should one ask himself about being a soldicr of
Christ? 4 9.

10. What things must the Christian soldier endure? { 10

11. Mow is the truth to be put into the minds of the people? 9 11.
12. What will be the ountcome of faithfulness? { 12.

©ERG Lo

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

Why 1s the study of the life of Jesus specially pmﬂl.ﬂ;lg" 9 1.
How did God control the writing of the four gospels? § 2

3. What are the viewpoints of the gospels of Matthew, Mu-k,
and Luke? § 2.

4. What kind ot man was Luke? § 3.

5. How arce the lessons of the present quarter connected with
those of the last quarter? T 3.

G. How did the fulfillment of Malachi's prophecy come upon the
geribes and I’harisecs® q 4.

7. What kimnd of people were the parents of John the Baptist? § &.

8. Why were Zuacharias and Ilizabeth spc(_nlly fitted to be the

parents of the forerunner or Messiah? { 6

0. What effect may be produced by delay in the execution of the
divine plans? § G.

10. How @did Zacharias rcceive the angel’s announcement of the
coming son? Y 7.

11. What is here revealed of the organization and work of the
angels? 9§ 7.
12 What sign was given Zacharias that he was to have
and why? ¢ 8.
13. Should ihe consccrated ask God for signs? { 9.
14. What may occur while one is waiting for a sign from God?
10

a son?

15. Mow does God now guide his church? T 10.

16. Jow did the old couple manifest their thanks to God? ¢ 11.

17. 1low and why did Zacharias display his abiding faith after
the birth of John? § 12.

18. What eﬁfect was produced in John by dwelling in the wilder-
ness? § 1

THE BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF JESUS

What was the next great mission with which the angel Gabriel

wite churged? 1

. Why was Gabriel sent just when he was? 2,

Who woere the last recorded members of David’s famuly? and

what wias the attitude of the Jews toward them?

What salutation did the angel Gabriel give Mary? § 4.

. Of what character was Mary? § 5.

JTow did Mary manifest submission to God? { 6.

. How did Mary and Ehzabeth encourage and inspire cach other?
7

213 M

R

S, What preat secret did God entrust to two women? f S,

9. How did Joseph manifest his confidence i Jehovah? 4 9.,

10. How did dod utihze the Roman Kmpite to bring it
that Jesus should be born in Lethlehem ? and why: ¥ 10

11. Why were the circumstances at Bethleliem a test to Marvy's
farth? § 11.

about

12, What encoumgmncnt did Mary receive after the birth of
lo\us’ 12
13 VWhat “.uweh today correspond in mission with those that

announced the bieth of Jesus? § 13
14, How was Mary encouraged again in the Temple? § (4.
15. How did this fulfil in part the prophecy of Malachi¥ 9 14,
1 :i lllow did Satan seek to destroy the Seed of Promn~e in Beth-
chiem? ¢ 15
17 What ;:,00(]
lehem s f L.
18, How was Jesus as a boy kept from harm and evil? § 16.
19 What was Jesus’® attitude toward his first visit to Jerusalem?
g7
2 Was Mary fully justified in rebuking Jesus for the worry he
caused them when he was left behind 1n Jerusalem? | 18,
1. Hfow was the boy Jesus preparing for his manlicod work? { 18,
22, What else i» known of Jesus’ boyhood? { 19,

thing awaits the babes slain by lerod at Beth-

o
2
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Lectures and Studies by Traveling Brethren

BROTHER R. H. BARBER

Sparta, Mich. ... ........0~{, 16 Jackson, Mich. ..
Grand Rapids, Mich. R i Albion, Mich, ...
Suafleld, Mich. ... * 18  DBattle Creck, Mieh, ”o25
\\'oodlnnd, Mich. L 1] Kalamazoo, Mich, ” 2[‘:
Lansing, Mich, . » 0 Ostego, Mich. ... »oaT
Charlotte, Mich. .. » 32 Marcellus, Mich, - 29
BROTHER T. E. BARKER
Greensbhurg, a. . Ovt 16 Morgantown, W. Va. _.Oct. 24
Connellsville, 1'a 17  Drmve, Pa no25
Leckrone, Ia. ... . 18 Moneseen, ra 26
Millshoro, I'a. . v 19 Tlizabeth, 1. :: 27
Jtice's Landing, Pa. Oct. 20,22  Ditisburgh, I’a. " 29
Point Marion, I'a, ......... Oct. 23 Duquesne, I'a. e 30
BROTHER J. A. BOIINET
Marengo, ML ... 0-t. 12 Rock Island, I, ... .07t 19
Ielvedere, 111 13 Ashton, TII. ... 20
Rockford, TI1. "1 Kaouwanee, T, 22
Freeport, Il .. ”o16 DIrinceion, TIL 24
Clinton, Ia. ... 17 Kuoaville, Tl . " 25
Davenport, Ia. 7 18 Peoria, IIL ... 26
BROTHER E. F. CRIST
Goderich, Ont. ..Ont. 17 Mount I'orest, Ont. ... Oct. 25
Wingham, Ont. . ” 18 Dalmerston, Ont. . 20
ITarriston, Ont. . . 719 Guelph, Ont. .. 2T
Yordwich, Ont. Ont. 20,22 Kitehener Ont. Qct. 29. 3
Orangeville, Ont. .0et. 23 Galt, Ont. ... ..Oct 31
Camilia, Ont. .. " 24 Preston, Ont. Nov. 1
BROTHER A. J. ESHLEMAN
Mountain Grove, Moa. . Oct 17 Lebanon. Mo. ....Oct. 25
Springtield, Mo. .. .04, 18,22 Verona, Mo, _ 726
Qczark, Mo. .. . Oct. 19 Monett, Mo, .. »oo7
Sparta, Mo, .7 20 Ash Grove, Mo. 29
St. Jamnes, Ao. 238 lolivar, Mo, »on0
Rolla, Mo. .. » 21 Clinton, Mo, . »o31
BROTHER A. M. GRAHAM
Glens Falls, N. X, O t 15 Albany, N. Y. ... ..Oct. 22
¥t. lidward, N. Y. . 16 Brainard, N Y. .23
Greenwich, N. Y. voT Stottsville, N. Y. 24
Mechaniesville, N, 18 Kingston, N, Y. ”ooh
W ‘ltcl\lll.t‘ N. Y 719 Pitisfickd, Muass »o27
Troy, . ? 20 Springfield, M » 29
BROTHER M. L. HERR
Eastland, Tex. . J—— Oct. 13 Drooksmiih, Tex. .........Oct 24
Abilene, Tex. .16 Dublin, Tex, . :
Merkel, Tex. o146 Desdamona,
San Angelo, Tes Oet. 18, 19 Waco, Tex. 3
Brownwood., Tex. 20, 26 I'urmela, Tex 80,
Lampasas, Tex. ... .....0ct. 22 Gustine, Tex, Nov.1,2

BROTHER W. M. HERSEE

...0ct. 24 Tort II:n\kebhury. N. 8. Oct. 30
"

ringhill, N.
Spring 25  Long iill, N,

scotshurn. N,

Picton. N. S. . ”24G Sidney, N 8. . ..
P:)Lrt Hood. N. " 27 Glice Bay, N, 8.
Mabou, N. 8. " “0 North Svdney, N.

PRAYER-MEETING TEXTS FOR DECEMBER

December G: CurisT My FEsD: “‘Christ is the Head of the
church "—Ephesiang §: 23,

CrriST MY FRIEND ¢ “There is o Friend that stick-
eth closer than a brother.”—D’roverbs 18:24
Crrist MY ALL: “Christ is all, and in all.”"—
Colossians 3:11.

DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS : “The Desire of all nations
shall come.’—Haggal 2:7.

Pecember 13:
December 20 :

Decemnber 27:

BROTHER H. HOWLETT

Markinch, Sask.
Xarl Grey, -
Saskatoon,
Biggar, Sask. ...
ILdmonton, Alta.
Calgary, Alta.

Milton West, Ont.
Rarrie, Ont. .. ...
New Liskeard, Ont.
Kenabeck, Ont. ...
Winnipeg, Man.
Drandon, Man. ...

BROTHE” S. MORTON
Thurt, Va.

iristol, Va.

P'ennington, V Chatham, Va. ' 24
Cocburn, Va, Java, Va. ... 25
Llonaker, Va. .. Meadville, Vi, ”o26
I'rinceton, Va, Danville, Va. .. "o27
Lynchburg, Va. Keysville, Va. " 28

BROTHER G. R. POLLOCK
Ningzara Fals, Ont. ... .. Draechridge, Ont,
Dunnville Ont, _. 12 North Iiay, Ont. ..

Suncoe, Ont. . .13 New Laskeard, Ont,

Drantlford, . " 15 Warren, Ont. . .........

Liarrie, Ont. " 16 Sault Ste Marie, Ont.

Orillia, Qut. T Winnipeg, Man, ... Qct. 27, 29
BROTHER B. M. RICE

Wiy nnewood, Okla, ... Oct. 17 Hickorv, Okla. ...

Wynnewaoml, Okla. Counlxy". 18 Konowa, Okla. .

Flmorve, Okla, 19 Shawnee. Okla. .

T’aoh, Okla. ?o20  Tecumsch, Okla,

I'ureell, OKla. no2l McCloud, Okla. ...

® 22 Oklahoma City, Oklu. ... » 29

BROTHER V. C. RICE

Adn, Okla.

Milwaukee, Wise, ... Oct 13 Foergus Fallg, Minn, Oct. 23, 24
Aarshheld,  Wise, OLL 11., 17 Wyndmere, N. Dak. ” 25,26
Ynity. i I'redonia, N. Dak. ” 08,29
Withee, I lerlin, N. Iak.  Oet. ‘31, Nov.1
St Dal, Alinn ... Oct. 20, 22 Yinderlin, N, Dak. Nov. 2,3
1\hnnuupul|\ Minn. o2, 22 Fuwrgo, N. Dak. ... .5
BROTHER R. L. ROBIE
Newcomerstown, Ohio. Oct. I5  Canton, Ohio .. Oct. 23
Tort Wastungtlon, Ohio 16 Lowstille, Ohio AT Y
Uhrichsyville, Ohio __.Oct. 17, 18 allinnee, Ohio 25
New lllll.l(]l‘l[)]ll.l, Ohio Oct. 19 Salem, Ohio Y26
Dover Olno . .. Y] Wooster, Ohio . vo27
Massillion, Ohio ...eceeeeeeee "o22 Cleveland Ohio "oy

BROTHER 0. L. SULLIVAN
Norfolk, Va.

Wilnngion, el

Ilavre de Grace, M ” 16 Waterlily, N. C. "oy
Diattunnie, Ad. 1T Suftolk, Va. 24
Annapolis, Jd. " 18 Imporia, va. » 25
Itichmond, Va., . 19 Kinficld, N. C. 26
I'etersburg, Va. ... To20 Rocky Mount, N C. ... vo27
BROTHER W. J. THORN
Thointon, Mass, Oct 17 Frankhn, Mass. ... ... .Oct. 23
Plymouth, Mass, ... " 18 Drockton, Mass. V24
Plympion, Mass, ... ... 19 Stoughton, Mass. ”23
Marshfield, Mass, U200 Quiney, Mass. vo2g
Loston, Mass, .. 22 Waltham,  Mass, S
Worecester, Mass, .. 722 Lynn, Mass. ..., »o29
BROTHER T. H. THORNTON
Nashville, Tenn. ... Oct. 16 Chiarttanooga, Tenn.,
Lehanon, Tenn. c.......... ” 17 Knoxville, Tenn.

Morristown, Tenn. .
Johnson City, Tenn.
Knoxville, Tenn. ..
Tazewell, Tenn. ..

Murfreesbmo, 'Tenu. .
Milton, Teun. .._._....¢C

Nashville, Tenn,
Ioyle, Tenn.

BROTHER S. H. TOUTJIAN

Poulder, Colo, . 8ilt, Colo. ... -....0Oct. 21, 22
Denver, Colo. Grand Junction, Colo. . 0 23
Colorado Springs, Midvale, Utah .......... . ¥

T'uchlo, Colo. ... Salt Lake City, Utah Oct. 26, 27
Florence. Colo. Ogden, Utah ..........Oct. 2
Basalt, Colo. Midas, Nev, e ........ Nov.1




