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Cpon the ewth distess of natlons wilh perplesity, the sea and the waves (the restless, discontented) roaring, men's uearls faiing them for fear and for looklng to thbe
things coming upon the earth (society), for the powers of the heavens (ecclesiasticism  nau be shaken When ye see these things begin to come to pass,
then know that the Kinglom of God 1s at band Look up, lift up your heads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth migh —Matt 24 33, Mak 13 29, Luke 21 25-41L



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSICN

THIS journal 1s one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or ‘“‘Seminary Extension”, now being
presented in all parts of the civilized world by the WarcH Tower BIBLE & TrACT SoCIETY, chartered A.D. 1884, “For the Pro-
motion of Christian Knowledge” It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but
also as a channel ot communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s comventions and of the
coming of 1ty traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons’” are topical rebearcals or reviews of our Society’s published STupiEs most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all who wounld merit the only honotary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei Munister (V. D. M ), which translated
into Iinghish 15 uster of God's Word Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible
students and teuchers. By some thus feature 1s constdeired 1ndispensable,

This jouinal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated
—tedemption through the preeious blood of ““thie man Chuist Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a svbstitute] for
all”. (1L Peter 1-19; 1 Tumothy 2 6) Duilding up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Coriutlians 3: 11-
15; 2 Peter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, 1ts further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which. . .hag
been hid 1n God, . . . to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God"—*which 1n other ages

was not made known unto the sons of men as 1t is now revealed”.—Ephesians 3:5-9, 10.
It stands free from all patties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more dnd more to bring its every utterance into fullest

subjection to the will of God 1n Christ, as eapressed in the holy Sernptures.
hath spoken—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances.
for we know whereof we'afinm, treading with 1imphicit faith npon the sure promises of God.

It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident;
It is held as a trust, to be used only in hig

service ; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear 1n its columns must be according to our judgment of hig

good pleasuie, the teachine of lns Word, for the upbuilding of lus people 1n grace and knowledge.

And we not only invite but urge ousn

readers to prove all its uttcrances by the infallible Word to which reference i constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship’, that its construction has been in progress throughout
the gospel aze—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, throuch which, when
fimishied, God « blessing <hall come “to all people”, and they find access to hun.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20-223;

Genesis 28 14, Galatians 3 29,

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and poliching of consecrated believers 1n Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the

last of these “Invivryg stones”, “elect and piecaous,”
in the first 1esurrection

the Millennium —JTtevelation 15 §-5.

shtall have been made ready, e great Master Workman will bring all together
and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be ilic riceting place between God and men throughout

That the basis of hope,-for the church and the world, lies in the fact that *“Jesus Chrisst, by the rrace of God, tasted death for every
man,” “a ransom for all,” and will be “the true hght which lighteth every man that comcth into the world”, ‘in due time'.~—

Hebrews 2 9; John 1-9, 1T Tumothy 2 5, G.

That the hope of the church 1s that she mav be like her Lord, “see him as he is,” be *partakers of the divine nature’,” and share hia

glory as his jomnt-heir —1 John 3.2; Johm 17.

24; Romans 8:17, 2 I'eter 1:4,

That the present.mi<sion of the church 1s the perfecting of the saints for the future work of <ervice; to develop in herself every
grace, to be God's witness to the world, and 1o prepare t0 be hings and piiests 1n the next age—Ilphesians 4:12; Matthew 243
20 : 6.

14; Revelation 1. 6; 2

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledze and opportunity to be brought to all b

Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the

restitution of all that was lost 1n Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the bands of their Redeemer and his glorihed church,
when ail the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; lsaiah 33.
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We have Toiwurded copies of the seventh volume of THE
WatcH Towrr Reprints to those who ordered and paid for
them, with the exception of some whose addresses we are
now unable to locate. A number have moved and not sent
us their new address, and we simply have notice from the
Postmaster to discontinue THE WarcE Tower. If any who
ordered and paid for this volume and who have not received
it through change of address, will send us their addresses
at once, we will be pleased to forward the book.
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STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES

These STUDIES are 1ccommended 1o students as verrtable Bible
keys, discussing topically every wital doctiine of the Bible, Mnre
than eleven million copies are in circulation, 1n nincteen languases,
Two sizes a1e 1ssted (in Enghsh only) . the resular maroon ctoth,
gold stamped edition on dull finish paper (size 5”7\ 7%”), and the
maroon cloth pocket edition on thin paper (~1z¢ 4” x63”); both
sizes are printed from the same plates, the difference being 1n the
margms; both sizes are pirovided with an appendix of catechistie
questions for convenient class use. Doth editions uniform in price.

SERIES I, The Divine I’lan. of the Ages, civing outhine of the
divine plan reveanled in the Bible, 1eluting to man~ redemption and
restitution : 350 pages, plus indexes and appendizes, 50¢ Maczazine
edition 20¢ Also procurable 1n Arabic, Armenian, Dano-Noiwegian,
Finnigh, French, German, Greck, Hollandish, Hungaman, Italian,
Polish, Roumanian, Slovak, Spamsh, Swedish, and Ubkiaiman;
regular cloth stvle, price 75¢

StrIES II, The Time is ant Hand, treats of the manner and
time of the Lord's second coming, considering the Dible testimony
on this subject 333 pages, 50c Obtainable 1 Arabie, Duno Nor-
wegian, Finnish, French, German, Greek, ’olish, and Ssedish  73e
a copy.

SE‘[KSIES 11T, Thy Kingdem Ceme, considers prophecies which
marh events connected with “the time of the end” the glorification
of the church and the establixhment of the Millenmial kingdom it
also contains & chapter on the Great Pyramid ot 1lizypt, showing 1ts
corrohoration of certain Bible teachings: 350 pages, 50c I'urm<hed
also 1 Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, French, German, Greek, Polish,
and Swedish, 75¢.

SERIES IV, The Battle of Armageddon, shows that the disso-
lution of the present order of things is in progress and that all of
the human panaceas offered are valueless to avert the end predicted
in the Bible. It contains a special and extended treatise.on, our
Lord’s great prophecy of Matthew 24 and also that of Zechariah
14:1-9: 656 pages, 55¢. Also in Dano-Norwegian, Finmish, Fiench,
Greek, German. I’olish, and Swedish, 85¢

SERIES V, The Atonemcnt Between God and Man, tieats an
all 1important subject, the center-around. which ail teatures of di-
vine grace revolve This topie deserves the most careful considera-
tion on the part of all true Christians: 618 pages, 55¢. Pirocurable
likewise in Dano-Norwegian, TI'innish, I'rench, German, Gueek,
Polhish, and Swedish, 8&5c.

Ser1ks VI, The New Creation, deals with the creative week
(Genests 1, 2), and with the chuich, God's new creation It ex-
amines the personnel, organization, 1i1tes, ceremontes, obhigations,
and hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members
of the body of Christ: 730 pages, 55c. Supplied also 1 Dano-
Iglgrwegxan. Finnish, French, German, Greek, Polish, and Swedish,

c

SERIES V1I, The Finished Mystery, consists of a verse-bv-verse
expianation of the Bible books of Revelation Song of Solomon,
and Bzekiel : 608 pages, 1llustrated, 55¢ in cloth, 25¢ 1n magazine
edition—-latter treats Revelation gnd Ezekiel only Dano-Notwegian,
Finnigh, French, Greek, Polish, and Swedish, §5c.
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BE ON THE ALERT TO RESIST” (PART D)

“Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand agawnst the wiles of the deml. For we wrestle not
aganst flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, ayainst the rulers of the darkness of
this world, agawnst spiritual wickedness [ margin, wicked spurits] wn high [margwn, heavenly]
places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to with-
stand wn the evl day, and having done [margin, overcome] all, to stand.”

—1L pheswans 6. 11-18.

HE Vow unto the Lord 1s a part of the armor

and armament which the Lord has given the

Christian soldier to equip him thoroughly for
offensive and defensive warfare for the battle in the
end of the age. Few even of the Lord’s people have
any adequate conception of the vast extent of Satan’s
empire, or of its comprehensiveness. When the eyes of
our understanding are opened wider we shall appreciate
better the systematic orgamization of the dominion of
the devil. In every direction the devil and his demons
rule, and every activity of this present evil order of
things 1s dominated by them. Everything is closely
organized, in order to keep the control of the people
in the hands of Satan, that he may continue a little
longer to be a god and to have a kingdom of his own
to rule over, so that “the whole world lieth in wicked-
ness”’~—1 John 5:19; Isaiah 14:13, 14.

Straight through the midst of this empire of evil
lies the pathway of the Christian toward the city of
light, but here and there arc aitfully prepared byways
and bypaths that may easily be token for the narrow
way and that would lead us into the kingdom of dark-
ness. (John 15:19; Matthew 10:16) Ounly by keeping
our eyes ever on the pathway of truth can we avoid
being turned aside out of the way that leads to life
everlasting, to glory, honor, and immortality.

There is constantly a danger of worldly enticements,
and against these our Vow safeguards us in that por-
tion concerming ‘serutiny’; but even more than these is
the direct and immediate peril to the new creature from
some of the phases of demonism, and against these, too,
the Vow unto the Lord furnishes protection.

It seems passing strange that any consecrated child
of God should ever permit himself (or herself) to be-
come ensnared with the devil-religions or anything akin
to them, but such has been the case from the days of
the apostles to the present, and is specially the case

now. And here the Vow unto the Lord scives an in-
dispensable purpose where we say: “I vow to thee that
L will be on the aleit 1o 1esist everything akm to spirit-
o and occultisni, and that, remembering that there
are but the two masters, I shall resist these snares m
all reasonable ways as being of the adversary”.

CONTENDING WITH SATAN’S EMPIRE

A consecrated person will seldom tuin directly as<ide
into an obvious form of demonism, spiritism. or occult-
ism, because Present Truth quite fully mstiucts con-
cerning spiritualism, talking with the dead, and the
various form of direct worship of and communication
with demons. The Lord’s little ones, however, may be
caught by guile, because there 1s a striking similarty
between coming into the truth and going into error.

The Lord has his own ways of preparing a person
to receive the truth; he permuts crushing expericnces
or arranges circumstances so that a person discerns the
uselessness of the things of the world; or at intervals
he causes a variety of 1deas to be presented which form
natural stepping-stones for the imquiring, logical, and
honest mind to pass on 1nto the truth itself. Often
these steps are imperceptible, or of such a charactor
that the person is not aware until afterward of the
guiding hand of the Lord in all his affairs. (I’salm
23:1-3) In like manner do the demons prepare the way
for their victims to receive the errors of demonism. An
inquiring person may find certain questions raised in
his mind which he feels somehow he ought to settle,
but which he afterwards sees have merely excited a
curiosity for some form of demonism.

One of the first stepping-stones may be something
published in a book. or a newspaper or magazinc ar-
ticle, presented in such a manner as to scem to be true
and to furnish an apparent basis of fact for something
that is not really true. It becomes easy for the mind
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to be so taken up with such “facts” as to be blind fo
opposing considerations of truth. The alleged “facts”
are often stepping-stones to demonism or spiritism.

There arve indeed facts about demonism, but they
should be resisied as wrong in some way, not acruicsced
in nor made a basws for thought and actwon.

In the early minetics, for example, a Dritish society
of scientists was tormed to 1mvestigate alleged super-
natural phenomena, siit out the untrue, and pubhsh
facls on the actual domngs of spirits. From this litera-
ture thousands ot briglt minds became satisfied that
there 15 a basis of fact m spurtism, but aceepied the
error that the spuiis are those of dead human beings,
dead dogs, or dead cats, and rejected the truth that
they are demons. Lf there should be any basis of lact
in some form of the occult, that 1s no justification for
the new creature makimg 1t a basis for his own thought
and action. This 1s not resisting, which 1s the only safe
course for the new cieatute, but 18 the tahing ot the
very position desired by the demons to lead mto Luither
ervor and finally into captivity.

Behevers, for nstance, m mental telopathy puoish
what they assctt to be a series of authentic mstances
ol mental commumecation of thought. They asciibe
these phenomena to powers of the natwal mind so ex-
traordinary as to be wholly improbable, and reject the
simple explanation that the communication Lrom mind
to mimnd 1s effected by demons who are m touch with
both minds.

Devotees of astiology also claim to have a mass of
testimony supporting their conlention that the period
of the year in which birth occurs governs character,
conduct, and destiny. However, 1t has been repeatedly
proven from the time of Dean Swift, two hundred ycais
ago, to the present that the time of birth has no effect
whatever on the occurrences of life; and there 1s no
more truth in the notion that it affects the character,
whatever may seem to be the evidence which lymng and
schemimg demons have worked about in such a way
as to be caleulated to mislead the mind. It was the
uwaversal teachmg of the carly church for three cen-
turies that astrology was invented by the demons and
that ihe demons so worked things that the teachings
sgemed to be true.

The proof of the untruth of the effect of the signs
of the zodiac upon the events of lfe carries with it
equal proof of the untruth of the effect of the signs
of the zodiac on chaiacter. The astrologers have been
obliged to abandon one position after another. At one
ancient period astrology taught, for example, that one
bom “in Virgo” “will have long straight hair, be of
a fair complexion, childless, modest.” Commenting on
this gem of astrological profundity about the year 200
A. D. Hippolytus, a Christian writer, in a work on
“'he Refutation of all Heresies”, laughed astrology out
of court as follows: “These statements and others simi-
lar to them arc 1ather worthy of laughter than serious
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consideration. For, according to them, it is possible for
no Aithiopian to be born in Virgo [roughly speaking,
in Junel; otherwise he would allow that such a one 13
white, with long straight hair, and the rest.”

The notion of bnth-stoucs 1s another part of astrol-
ogy, but for some deluded people a door to demonism.
In the Seventh Volume of Stupies 1N THE SCRIPTURES,
page 326, the words should be omitted reading, “Ame-
thyst was Pastor Russell’s birth-stone ; and behold how
perfect 1ts application! He.” and the words substituted,
“Pastor Russell,” helore the words, “was true blue”.
This line was mserted 1n the manuseript of the Seventh
Volume at the suggestion of a well-meaning person, and
its conncction with astrolugy was not noticed until
some time afferward. We wish to defimtely dicoun it,
in order that the book may he entirely fice Irom any-
thing even bordering on the occult.

Another of the mventions of the demons 15 the idea
of fate or destiny; but 1t also 1s false. "The diabolic
purpose of the mvention of the ideas of fate, destiny,
and “the month you were born m” and their effect on
character and life, was to destroy reliance upon divine
providence and to impair the will of man and lcssen
his ability to put forth the proper cffort against his
environment in Satan’s empire. Uearly every child
hears more or less about fate and destiny, and most of
them something about “the month vou were born 117,
and they rarely get the errors ent iely out of therr
minds. The error of the idea of fate appears distinetly
in the false teaching of a-trology that the time of huth,
by fate or destiny, determines the future through a fixed
type of character or a predetermmed and imescapable
series of events throughout hife. If the idea of fate or
destiny were a truth, then angels would be suhject to
a fate or destmy, our Lord Jesus Christ could do noth-
ng contrary to 1t, and Jehovah himself would find his
acts and purposes at times thwarted by a fate or destiny
superior to Ommpotence. TFate expressed or acting
through the period of hirth is thug seen to depend upon
the monstrous doctiine of devils that there is a power
greater than Jehovah himself,

Astrology 1s one of the most subtle and insidious
of the open doors into demonism. It looks harmless
enough hut it actually impairs and devitalizes living
faith 1n the power of God as thoroughly as a corrosive
acid cats away metal or a cancer consumes the flesh.
Astrology 1s widespread, and because of its seeming in-
nocuousness 1s hard to resist, as is required by the Vow
unto the Lord, Iivery book store has 1ts booklets, “Were
You Born in January ?” etc. Many newspapers publish
a forecast or horoscope of the day, week, or month.
These things seem as free from danger as the smooth
surface of quicksand; but to take the first step may
engulf the curious. To read astrolowical literature and
to behieve the one-sided and false evidence prepared un-
der demoniacal influence, 1s to have the mind tilled
like the soil of a garden for more sceds of the doctiines
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of devils. I'he paason who does not resist the seemingly
karmlegs wiittngs possesses a mind ready for further
use v the demons.

CAMOUFLAGED DEMONISM

Iu 1832, the Lord bemng present, the harvest of the
gospel age was getting well under way. Satan always
attempts to neutralize the work of the Lord by bring-
mg forth either a counterfeit or something to turn the
minds away from the cause of righteousness. One of
his names, “devil,” meaning deceiver, suggests that he
will use deceptive methods, as in fact he always does.
In that same year there came forth a book entitled
“The Gospel in the Stars” by Rev. Joseph A. Seiss,
D. D. That Dr. Seiss was honest and sincere we have
not the slightest reason to doubt. That the devil and
his allies, the demons, influenced the writing of that
book we have not the slightest doubt. To inveigle a
minister of the gospel into his net and get him to write
something 1n a reverential strain concerming the stars
would be and is deceptive and misleading to the unsus-
pecting ones.

Some of the Lord’s dear saints who have been a long
while in present truth have taken up the study of this
book, “The Gospel in the Stars,” without doubt be-
heving it was harmless and might be helpful to them
to understand. From the preface of the book in ques-
tion we quote:

“A more valuable aid to the study of the subject as treat-
ed in this volume is Frances Rolleston’s Mazzaroth: or, The
Constellations—a bhook from an authoress of great linguistic
and ceneral literary attainments, whom Providence rarely
favored for the collection of important facts and materials,
particularly as 1espects the ancient stellar nomenclature.
The tables drawn up by Ulugh Beigh, the Tartar prince
and astronomer, about A. D. 1420, give the Arabian astron-
omy as 1t had come down to his time, with the ancient
Coptic and Keyptian names, likewise the much earlier pre-
senfations, made about A. D. 830 by Albumazer the great
astronomer of the Caliphs of Grenada and Aben Ezra's
commentatles on the sane, are, to a considerable extent,
reproduced in her hook. Facsimiles of the Dendera and
LEsne Zochaes are also given in the last edition (1875) of
her work And from her tables and references the writer
of these Lectures wis helped to seme of s hest informa-
tion, without which this book could hardly have become
what it is.”

This paragraph of the preface indicates the source of
information as coming from the class of men who were
employed by Satan to deceive others and to destroy
our Lord shortly after his birth. This particularly

T WATCH TOWER

197

recommended edition of Miss Rolleston’s book is the
one issued in 1875, at the beginming of the Lord’s
presence. Greater light was then beginning to shine
upon the gospel and Satan attempted to deceive by
appearing as an angel of lhight.

The consecrated child of God ought to realize that
the only safety 1s to oppose resolutely everything of
this sort. A person that consents to these things has
weakened the mental defenses of his will and 1s in
danger. Sooner or later something else may be pre-
sented to a mind that ought to be firmly set against
such things, and the person takes another imperceptible
step of belief in something else akin to spiritism or
occultism.

The demons, too, are the originators of heresies
which they instil into the minds of the bright but un-
stable, and the next step may be the acceptance of the
religious teachings of some learned clergyman, doctor
of divinity, higher critie, or evangelist, whose mind has
become the instrument of a demon. which causes the
“doctor” to put untrue things in such a way as to seem
to be true.

A mind once committed to something akin to occult-
ism believes first one error to be true and then another,
and ultimately imagines that his new “truth” is of God,
even though 1t flatly contradicts proved present truth.
Then he 18 m 1mmmment danger of discarding present
truth for the doctrines of devils that he has been subtly
led to believe in. After a few more steps he is fortunate
if he awakens to the fact that he has been ensnared by
demons and that he is destined to go through a terrific
life-and-death struggle to get back to God—a contest
m which God alone can help out of a peril which may
be even of the second death. The matter hegan so easily
with the seemingly harmless belief in “the month you
were born in”. “There is a way that seemeth right
unto a man ; but the end thereof are the ways of death.”
—Proverbs 16: 25.

The attitude of the primitive church was for three
hundred years fixed and unbending on the matter of
astrologv. It was strenuously contended by its members
that belief i “the month you were born in” is a heresy,
and a person so believing was refused admission to the
church ; a Christian who was found to believe this was
given his choice of either leaving off or being disfel-
lowshiped. If this was a heresy then, it is a heresy
today.

ACROSS

HERE is happiness in the thought that all of
God’s people are one in Christ. There is neither
American, English, German, nor Greek, bond nor
free; but all are one in the Lord. For this reason
there is a desire for personal fellowship with those of
like precious faith in whatever part of the earth they
may be located. Across the sea are the lands of Great

THE SEA

Britain, Scandinavia, Holland, Germany, Island, Ans-
tria, Switzerland, France, and other countries where
there are some of the Lord’s faithful ones who are
earnestly contending for the faith once delivered to the
saints and zealously proclaiming the message of Mes-
siah’s kingdom now at hand. These desire a visit ever
and anon from brethren of the Society in America, and
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it seemed a fit thing that the President of the Society
should go again to these lands this year.

WORK GREATLY INCREASED

During the past two ycars the work in the British
Isles and in contmental Europe has been greatly in-
ercascd, and new problems have arisen that need con-
sideration. These things were also an inducement for
the visit at this time. On Saturday, Apml 22, 1922,
Brother Rutherford, accompanied by Brothers Goux
and Martin, embarked on the White Star liner
“Olympic”, eastward bound. A large number of the
Bethel Family and many others of the New York and
Brooklyn congregations were at the pier to Wid the
travelers Godspeed on the journey. A brief season was
spent by them 1n visiting the great vessel and 1n making
photographs of parts of it, and incidentally of some
who were thereabout. Lading the travelers with many
messages of love to the brethren in the foreign lands,
these friends withdvew to the pier to await the departure.
As we stood on the deck and gazed into their happy
upturned faces, we appreciated the words: “Blest be the
tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.” There is
no carthly love like unto the relationship between the
Lord’s consecrated. Amidst the sounding of whistles and
the many shouts of “Good-bye” and “God bless you,”
the ship backed into the river and turncd her nose
toward the open sea. As we glided down the New York
harbor, the persons on the Dethel roof could be dimly
seen waving messages of good cheer.

For seven days the “Olympic” battled with the waves
while the passengers cnjoyed the sea breeze and recrea-
tion on the ship; yet some found the cabin bed a
desirable place when the sca became somewhat angry.
The voyage was uneventful; and while pleasant in a
measure, yet terra furma 1s much more to be desired.
On Saturday, April 29, we docked at Southampton,
England. and on the pier were a number of the dear
friends of that land to greet us. With them we spent
a brief but happy hour, and then took train for London,
arriving at the Waterloo Station late 1 the afternoon.
On the platform we were greeted by Drother Hemery,
the Society’s representative in England, and a number
of others who had come to bid us welcome. In a short
time we were at the London Bethel, enjoying the fellow-
ship of that happy family.

AT THE TABERNACLE

On Sunday, April 30, a onc-day convention was held
at the London Tabernacle. Friends had come from
different paits nearby, approximately 1,100 making up
the company ot happy =souls who spent the day there
in praise to our God and our Savior Jesus Christ. In
the morming Brother Goux addressed the congregation on
the subject of “Our Privileges” (Philippians 1:29),
much to the pleasure and edification of those present.
At three o’clock in the afternoon Brother Rutherford
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was scheduled to speak. On his entrance the congrega-
tion stood and feelingly sang together:

~Blest be the tie that binds
Qur hearts in Christian love.”

Each heart seemed to be fully in accord with the
sentiment expressed by the hymn. His address was on
“Incentive for Righteousness,” using for a text 1 John
R:1. We believe the brethren were much encouraged
by what they heard and were resolved to put forth still
greater efforts to win the prize of the high calling. In
the eveming Brother Martin addressed the congregation
on the subject of “Cross-hearing” (Matthew 16:24),
and again the congregation was much rcfreshed. A
testimony meeting was held during the day also; and at
the close all went away happy, realizing that 1t was a
blessed season spent in refreshing each other in the
narrow way. It was a day well spent.

The London Congregation has largely increased dur-
ing the past few ycars, and this is evidence of faithful-
ness there in proclaiming the message of the Lord.
Several are now members of that congregation who
heard the truth for the first time at the Roval Albert
Hall mecting 1n 1920, and who give evidence of spiritual
discernment and of growth i Lknowledge and in the
fruits and graces of the spinit. It was good to see them
and mark thar joy.

The work at London, the Dritish headquarters of the
Society. is in a good and hcalthy condition. Tach one
of the Family seems to delight in the performance of
duties laid upon them respectively. The congregation at
the T¢hernacle 18 hkewise 1 a good healthy spiritual
condition, and the servants of the church secin to be
following the admonition of the Apostle to “fecd the
flock of God,” serving with love and humbleness of mind.
Where love 1s the motive and the glory of the Lord the
desire, spiritual growth, peace and happiness always
result. It 1s gratifymmg to see these conditions now at
the lLondon headquarters.

MANCHESTER CONVENTION

A convention of the Bible Students, begmuing Thurs-
day, May 4, and lasting for four days, was held at
Manchester, England. Brother Walder, of the London
Bethel, was chairman. The convention was addressed by
Brothers Scott, Senior, Robinson, J. C. Lardent, Lloyd,
Tait, Goux, Hemery, Martin, and Rutherford. The most
convenient time for friends of the British Isles to
attend a convention is during the holiday scason. Al-
though this convention was not held at holiday scason,
vet it was the most representative ever held 1 England.
The friends gathercd from all parts of Dritain. Quite
a number camc from Glasgow, Edmburgh, and New-
castle on the north; and from London, Gloucester, and
Cornwall on the south. The convention opened Thurs-
day with about 600 present. By Friday evening, the
first time the convention was addressed by the President
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of the Society, some 800 were 1 attendance ; and befere
the convention concluded the attendance exceednd 1500.
The address of Brother Rutherford to the comy ntiom
Friday evening on “Faithtulness i Service” was a stimu-
lus to those present. Livery ome there was happy, and
practically every one in the convention expressed the
purpose to engage more actively 1 the service

On Saturday afternoon a discourse on “Baptim”
was delivered by Brother Rutherford, who went ~ome-
what fully into the deeper things of the subject, and
at the conclusion 101 candidates presented themselves
for water 1mmersion, to whom the right hand of fcllow-
ship was extended. Thirty-seven brothers and sixty-four
sisters were 1mmmerged the same evening

A meeting for the public Sunday evening had been
well advertised. It was addressed by the President of
the Society at the Free Trade Hall, which has a capacity
of 3.000. The mecting was announced to begm at 6: 30.
At 5 o’clock 1n the afternoon queues, or long lines of
people, began to form on the streets, waiting for the
opening of the doors to enter the hall. The doors were
opencd shortly after 6 o’clock and Free Trade Hall was
quickly filled and the doors closed. Another hall, with
a capacity of 1,000, more than a mile away from the
mam hall. had been procured. It was announced to the
people standing on the street that Brother Martin would
address the mectmg there. Some took the cars, while
others walked: and before 6:30 that hall was packed
out, and additionally more than 1500 were turned away
from the Free 'I'rade Hall.

ENEMIES CONFOUNDED BY TRUTH

Enemies of the truth had evadently dehberately plan-
ned to nunimize the good effect of the message on the
people msofar as possible. A few minutes hefore the
time for the lecture Mr. Paul Trench, spceial commuas-
sioner for the fimpire News, called at the Midland
Hotel to sec Drother Rutherford He stated that a
communication had been delivered to him. which he
produced. and on being requested to know from whenee
1t came, he sawd “From a member of the Britich Fm-
pire Association.” This writing contained a false state-
ment with reference to what occurred m America dur-
ing the war, and rehashed the libelous statement con-
cerning the wireless outfit being found 1n the Bethel,
misrepresented the arrest and trial of the officers of the
Society, and stated that the International DBible Stu-
dents Association is a means used by the German govern-
ment and the Jews in trymg to overthrow other govern-
ments of earth; and other false accusations

Mr. Trench was advised by the speaker that these
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aceusations would be answered in the course of the
lecture from the platform ; and they were answered, and
the preachers and their unholy allies were pictured
before the audience in no uncertain terms, much to the
dehight, apparently, of the audience; for the address
was punctuated time and again by hearty applause.
The meident proved rather a boomerang to the devil and
his agents, and served to increase the interest of those
who were present. The mecting was a decided success.
About 700 books were sold during the evening, among
them, of course, being “The Fimished Mystery,” which
the speaker had good opportunity to advertise after the
unwarranted attack had been attempted upon him by
those who misicpresent the truth. Again the Lord over-
ruled the meident and caused even the wrath of others
to redound to his praise

During the comvention a question meeting was con-
ducted by DBrothct Rutherford, a large number of
interesting questions hemng among those propounded,
which questions and the answers thereto we may publish
from time to time in THE WarcH TowER.

GREAT JOY OF THE BRETHREN

The convention concluded Sunday might. It was the
general expression of those who attended that the con-
vention had been the happiest time of fellowship they
had experienced. It was indeed good to be there. Every
one seemed enthused with the spirit of service and ex-
pressed the determmnation to go home and engage in
the work with greater zeal for the liord and his cause.
The spirit of those who attended the convention at-
tracted the strangers. On one occasion when the friends
were filing out from the hall and greeting each other,
there was so much genume joy mamfest that a crowd
stood on the opposite side of the street commenting on
1t. Not knowing what 1t was that was being held, one
was ovetheard to say to another: “It is a wedding ; other-
wise they would not be so happy”—another evidence
that the Lord’s people have opportunity to preach the
gospel by their course and demeanor, even as St. Paul
so truthtfully said: “Ye are my epistles, known and read
of men.”

At the afternoon session on Sunday, the convention
by a unamimous rising vote expressed their love for
Brother Rutherford and the others of the Society, and
desired that a message of love he conveyed to the
brethren in America and to the contnental brethren
to be visited by our party. The Manchester Convention
will hereafter be known as one of the happy, refreshing
spots along the way journeyed by his people to the
Lord’s kingdom.

THE DIVINE FAMILY

There is a family on earth
Whose Father fills a throne,

But, though a seed of heavenly birth,
To men they’re little known.

And when their Lord again appears,
He'll vindicate their claim;

Lternal honors shall be theirs;
Their foes be filled with shame.



LR LY

e o R
F At g
S i1edle e
LAt &‘*{é; e,

agess
s AT
Y A

v

Q)

<r
L

- !

B gl iR
A2 \nl's y
AR e
P Yo

BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF CEDAR POINT CONVENTION GROUNDS

CEDAR POINT

ROM indications already in evidence the Cedar

Pomt Convention this year will be a wonderful

gathering of the Lord's people. We are pleased to
note that the friends i several communities who were
planning tor local conventions dirmmg the summer have
given up their plans in order that they may attend the
Ccdar Point Convention. We already have inquiries for
1oome and for opportunitics of service on the hotel staft
during the convention. These details will be attended
to later. However, we are glad to note that the friends
arc alrcady making their plans. In this issue we particu-
larly wish to explain the plan for securing tickets at
excursion rates.

Many of the friends will recall the trouble and delay
we had at Sandusky in 1919 in getting certificates vali-
dated and m purchasing tickets for the return trip.
All this wall be avoided this year. Tach delegate will
purchase a ticket from startmg pomnt to Sandusky and
retnrn at the rate of one and one-half fares for the
round trip. In order to secure this rate from your local
ticket agent 1t will be necessary to have the certificate
identifving you. These certificates will be supplied by

CONVENTION

the Society free of charge. Everyone planning to attend
the convention should write in to the office at 18 Concord
Street for a certificate. If two or more members of
the same family travel together, one certificate will
be sufficient {or the party.

We understand that 1t will be nceessary for the agent
to route your ticket over the same road returning as
going. However certain railroads grant optional routes,
but this 1s not the gencral practice. Later on we hope
to make arrangements with brethren at central points
to secure special trains to Sandusky. Details will appear
in a later 1ssue of Ture Warce ToOWER.

The company owning the hotel and auditorium at
Cedar Point will do everythung in 1ts power to make the
friends comfortable. They are acquainted with us now
and will know better how to provide for us. Many of
the unpleasaunt experiences of 1919 will be avoided this
year, and we have every rcason to belicve that the
gathering will be a2 most refreshing and blessed one
in every respect. Don’t neglect to ask the Lord’s bles-
mg upon the convention and come with the desire to
be a blessing as well as to receive one.

MEMORIAL REPORTS FOR 1922

ROUPS of Bible students meeting to celebrate the Memorial of the Lord’s death on Apml 11,1922, have
reported the number present as follows. Hundreds of other groups reported less than twenty cach. Reports
from many foreign countries have not been received at the time of this writing, the countries having been

heard from including Canada, Africa, England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, British West Indics, Canal Zone, Cen-

tral Amcrica, Cuba, Denmark, Finland, Germany,

New Yotk N Y ‘e 1064 Detroit, Mich ... .. ..345
London, Inghnd . _...959 St Lowis, Mo . 330
Glasaow  Scotland . L Wirmpex Man . 315
Tos Angeles, Cal S8 fambwg German 204
660 ‘ gjermany . 5

Chiengo, Ll
Boston, Aass
Chitago, Tl
Pittsburgh, Pa

(Polish)

Lngland . .202
I'oland . ..

Ohio

Ly erpool
Warsaw
79 Colunihus,

Cleveland O, .o .. . 462 Manchester, Iinsland _... .. 242
Detroit, Miclh’ (Polis! 447  Bumincham, Inglant . :,240
Hel<ingfors, Finland . 405  Scattle Wash o - .. 233
Vancouver, B. C. . 359 Washington, D C ... . 233
Philadelphia, Pa. .-350 Copenhagen, Denmark 217
Woronto, Ont. ecemen-. San Fiancisco, Cal .. 205

Greece, Hawaii, Italy, Mexico, Poland. Spain and Swecden.

Cincinnnti Ohio ... ... 203 Stockholm, Sweden . . 151
Minneapolis, Minn. . . . 197 Milwaukee, Wiz, (Polish) 161
Duftalo, N, Y R . 191 Milwankee, Wis . . 119
New York., N. ¥ (Coloredy 185 Ldinbuish  Scotland . 147
Indianapohis, Ind . 183 Tatoma Wash 146

Oakland, Cal .. 180

[ toseland, 11, ..
Manor PPatl London, Eng, 178

San Antomo, Tex

Cleveland, O (Polish) 174  Kansas City, Mo

Tortle Ore I 169 Frie, Pa ... . _

Oldham, Tngland .. 164  Obo. Finland .. ........

Toledo, O e e - - ... 163 Spolkane, Wash . )
Denver (olo .. . ... .....158 YVictoria, Wash. ... .. 119
Teeds, England .. cocecoveccnens 155 Gotbenburg, Sweden ...........117
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Peru, 11 (Polish)
Houston, Texas ...
Allentown 'a
Kingston, .lam.uca B.W. 1. 110
Leicester, Lllf']d.ll(l 108
Georgetowu, Dem s
America -
Everett, Wash. ...
Lowmsville, Ky. .
Buffalo, N. Y ‘(Itahan)
San Diego, Cal. ...
Opelika, Ala. .. -
Bristol, England .
Oklahoma City, Okla. . .
Chicago, 111, (thhuaman) 99
St Paul, Minn .
Sheffield, England .. e e
Wilkes-Barre, Pa, (Polish) 94
Worcester, Mass. ..o oo 94
Giand I(nm(ls, Mich.
Reading, Pa ... oo ot
Hull, En;,lan(l
Rochesrer N. Y.
L:mcn\ler, Pa
Akion, Ohio
Runghampton, N
Ildmonton, Alta. .
Tlaunnlton, Ont
Pasadena, Cal

Sashatoon, Sask. . 85
Lincoln, I acland 84
New castle-on-Tyne, Eng 83
8t Joseph, Mo oL 53
ndeeport Conn. oo o oo
Kialow I'oland . —— - .81

Thchmond, Va .
f:':l 1dsefonwn, Batbados, B WI ’l_()
Port ot Spam, l‘nm(hld .79

Coventy, Inaland ... . 78
Jack-onville, 'la .o . '_.'R
London, Ont PO ’«_9
Memphis, Teun )
Wichita, Kans [ 19
Youngstown, Ohio .. -9
Dallas, Texas . B
Thguesne, P ’13
Beltast Treland . __12
Y1 esno, Cal .‘.l
Patason, DN J . . 10
Kochester, N Y .. 70
Croydon, Ln"l.m(l R 1

Chicagn, 111

(Scan(lm'l\‘lfm) (]
Liynn  Mass G3

Nantieole a (P()Il\h) (‘..8
Tawpa I'la R oo ... GS
Montieal Que e GG
Santa Ana, Cal ... .60
Tunapura, Timdad . . [4]}]
Aluricham Lngk m(l . . Gh

ialboa Herwghts Canal Zone 65
Jiast Knkbhy, Encland 65
Minneapolhi~, Minn. ([’O]l\h) 65
Poritsmouth, England. .. ... 65
Philadelplna, I'a (l’ollsh) 64
San Jose, Cal .64

Winnipeg, Man (Ukmmmn) 64

Brooikyn N Y (Polish) R Q;.
O1¢ebro, Sweden R 62
Panama Canal Zone _ .. ... 62
Topeka Kans PR .62
Yok, Pa .. B 62
Fhint Mich .. 61

Gloucester IEngland _
Pullman, Il (Polish
Warrington, Englfuld .
Watertown, N.
Detroit, Mch,
Malmo, Sweden
Rockford, Iil
Atlanta, Ga. ..
New Jlaven, Conn
New Brighton, Pa
South DBend, Ind.
Dubuque 10\\.1

(Hnn arian) 59
g 69

Buftalo, N (Polish) . . ..55
Chicago, 111 (Ul.mlman) .55
East St Lows, IlL . 54

Nottingham, Ingland .
Auiora. TIL
Bjoerneborg, Sweden . .
Cape Town, S. Afica ...
Clydach-on-Tawe, Wales .

Detroit. Mich (Colored) ... b4
Wallasey, England ... ..... . b4
Bajyonne, N J. S -+
Bulmnheqd England . . ...53
Norfolk, Va .- «.ee ceeee e 53
Nuneaton Lngland .. 83
Passate, N J. . .. ....B3
Providence, R Y ... 53
Bay City, Mich _. .62
Birmingham, Ala B2
Jackson, Mich ........caaee D51
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DPittsburgh, Pa (Polish) Bl
Last Liverpool, .60
Haaley, England . __. _. 50
1Ldsttord, Conmn . . . ., _. B0
Miami, ¥Worida . 50
Painesville, O (Hungdllu,n) 50
St Petersburg, Fla .50
Card:ff, Wales ... ....... . 19

St()ckton, Cal
Ehzabeth, N J.".
Long Beach, Cal.
Newark, N. J .

Toledo, O. (Polxsh)
Wheeling, W. Va. .
Wolr EIh'lll'lDtOn, Englfmd 48
Canton, Ohio .. ...
Dundee Scotland
Kalamazoo, Mich. .
Schenectady, N, Y.
Duluth, Minn,

Norikoepihg, Sweden .. 46
Phoenix, Ariz. ...... 40
Wiimington, De) 40
Altoona, Pa . 45
Cumberiand, Md. 43

Fall River, Mass. e 45
Ft. Worth, Tex. .. -
Tammoni—E. Chlcago, Ind
(Polish) .. ...
Mattoon, Ill. .
Omaha Neb .
Sault Ste Marie, Ont.
Sprincheld, Mass., . .
Duluth, Minn (Pollsh)
1ssey, Lugl:m(l I
Gillingham, England
Mabile, Ala -
Mt Vemon N Y.
Southend-on-Sea, Engla -
Diadford, England . . 43
Kitchener, ont. . .
Teite 1Taute, Ind.
Wigan DLngland
Auburn, Ind
Traz), Ind -
srantford, Ont . ..
Dartford, England
Biemerton, Wash .
Champaign, Il
Des Moines, Ia. .
Lima, Ohio

NMansfield, Englan-c'l .4l
Onfurd, Iingland . .41
Pertersburg, Va. .. . 41

Portsmouth, O. .
Sharon, O, .
Warren, O .
anolds“lck Eng and .
Bellingham, Wash
Boise, Idaho .. ..
Medicine Hat, Alta.
Niagara Falls, N. Y.
Port Huron, Mich. .
St. Helens., England
St JSohn, N. B~
Cedar Raplds, Ia.
Clinton, Ia -
Oln.nwell Conn
Lawrence, Mass.
Pawtucket, R 1. ...
South Bend, Ind (Polis
Stochport, Fngland . ...
Walsall, England .. . ..
Bevent, Wis (DPolish) .
Chicago, 111 (Colored) .
Crooksville, O. . .
Easton, Pa. ...
Latnhford Enland .
Saginaw, Mich.
Scranton, Pa -
'vaacqu N. Y. .
Brandon. Man
Gary, Ind. (Polish)
Huddersfleld, Engldnd .
Johnstown, Pa .. R
New Leb'mon Ind. ..
Sacramento, Cal.... ..
Ashton-U-Lyne, England
Chatham, Ont. ...
Coatbridze., England
Deiby. England .
Ft Smth, Ark.
Calmar Alta
Camden, N _J.
Fargo, N D L
Niagara Falls, Ont.
Old Hl]l England -
Portage La Prairle, Man. ..
Springheld; Mo 5
Barrow-in-Furness, Englan(l 34
Evansville, Ind. .. 4
Ft. Wayne Ind.
Hammond, Ind. .

Middlecboro, Lngland ........... 34
Nashyville, Tenn ... .. - 34
Brockton, Nass ... .~ 33
Eilwood, Ind 33
Greenfield, Mass. . .33
Lancaster, England . .33
Lancoln Neb - .33

Modesto, Cal ...
W Diownsville, Pa
(Hungaiian)

Wooster, O [
Bow nuuouth. glany .32
Chase Tetrace, England .32
Freeport, I . .. .32
Grimsby, England .32
Kingston, N. Y. 32
Paso Ltobles, Cal.” .32
Pucblo, Col. . ........ .32
Bloomneld, N. J. . .31
Colon Panama ... .. _
Cristobal, Canal Zone

(Colored) . oveee coeee 31

Curtiss, Wis

Danville, il

Giecnock, Scotland .
I\lll\.lld), Scotland
Tithn, O ..
Zanesville, 0..
Alhance, O . __.
Clhiester, Pa
Lilhart, Ind
Galt, Ont, ...
Joplm Mo. .. 0
Manchester, N. H. (Gl‘eek)

Marion, O 30

New TLaskeard, Ont.
New Orleans, La., No. 2. . _..30
Peterborough, England . .. ... 30

Pisarzowa, Poland
Poughheepsie, N. Y.
Quiney, Mass, ... . .
Sagmaw, Mich, ... . .30
South Shields, England 30
Stottville, N. Y. ... 3
Tonawanda, N, Y
Trenton, N. J. .

Utica, N. Y. ...

Yeovil, England ... .30
Arkansas City, Kans. .29
B]m‘kpool England .29
Elgin, 11, | .. 29
Falkuk, Scotland 29

Grand Rapids, Mich. (Polish) 29
Hutchinson, Kans. .29

Little Rock, Ark.
Marion, Ind. ..
Maswillon, O. ...
New Biitain, Conn.
Newburgh, N, Y.
North \Veymouth Mass
Rotherham, England
Syracuse, N. Y. (Polish)
Tulsa, Okla.
Barnsley, England ..
Berberton-Akron, O

(Hungarian) ... .28
Burlington, Wash. 28
Calgary, Alta . ... ____ 23

53

California, Trimds
Chatanooga, Tenn (Colored) "9
Cincinnati, O (Coloied) 28

Cleveland, O (Hungarian) . .28
Cleveland, O (%Ioval\) ..... T
Glace Bay, N. - 28
Harrisburg, Pa - ..28

Hawthorne, Cal. 28
Yola, Kans ...... _28
Linton, Ind. .. gg

New Castle, Pa. ..
Port Lamon, Costa Rica
Sawtelle, Cal ... ... . 23
Stockton-on Tees. Eng]qnd
Augusta, Ga
Bl-1bv, England
Butler, Pa., No. 1
Chelmsford, England
Cnlorado Springs, Colo.
Danbury, O. .
Ll I'aso, Tex, .. ... .27
Hegewisch Il S
Marjetta, O

McKeesport. Pa . .. _27
New Kensington, Pa, 27
N Chelm~ford, Mass . .27
Perth Amboy, N. J. (POllsh) 27
Portland Me . ... .27
Woodstoek, Ont .. ... 27
Colpe, England . . 26
Darhinzgton, England . 26
Des Plaines, Il 26
Dew~bury, England 26
Dowlals, Wales ... .oooeeee 26
Eagle Rock City, Cal. ... 26

Lewiston, Pa -
Llanelly, Walcs -
Moline 11, -
Muncie, Ind ...
Nelson, Englqnd
Pottstown Pa. ...
Snutlmmpton England
Akion, O (PollSh) .....
Benfon Harbor, Mich
Brighton, Dngland
Ipswieh, England .
Lansmg, Mich. ..
Lodz Poland .
Loramn, O (Pohsh) .
Morg'mtown W, Va, .
Penarth, Wales
Rtegina, Sask, .. .
Runcorn, England
Sioux Citv, Ig. ..
Winkler, Man, . .
Dracebridee, Ont
Denison, Tex, ....
Gtreensboro, N.
Guelph, Out,
IIahfax, N. S. .
Jflclmon Mich.
Johnstown, N
Kamsack, Sask.
Newark,

New Blumluch, NT
Parsons, Kans.
Peterboro, Ont. .
I‘lttsburg, Kans ... 24
San Antomwo, Tex. (Spamsh) ‘24
Tamworth, England ... 24
Tunbridge WWells, Dnglan(
Walkefield, England
Wilkes- Larre Pa. .
Aleksandrowka, Poland
Asheville, N, C.
Bayonne. N, 7J. (Pollsh)
DBig Sandy, Tex.
Fr‘lmm"lmm
Katy, Poland ... 70 23
MeceKeesport, Pa. (Coloreﬂ) 23
Ottawa Ont ... .23
Stratford, Ont
Windsor, Ont
Athens, Giecce .
Bath, England ___
Black Rock, N. Y (Polmh)
Dolsover, Enaland ...
Bolton, En"laml
Chesterfield Iingland .
Hanmilton, Ln>l.'m(l
Tastings, Lingland ..
I\'ent\llle, N S ...
Margate Encland .
]\IHL(,I]O(] Sasl\

Mass.

"‘)
232

Wenatchee \-th
W Chelmsford, Mass.
Wilmington, N. C. .

Bedford, Ind. 21
Belvidere 11 L
Cliftondale, Mass . .. 21
Congo, O (Hlm;:.umn) 2L
Tairell Pa .21
Genesa I e e 221
Jeltersom le, Ind 21
Jamestown N, Y. 2L
Kewance, 111, - 21
Yong Braneh N7 e 2
Monessen Pa P 21
Mushegon, Mich 21
New Castle, Pa (Pollah) . 21
New Ollo.lns Ta,No 1. 21
Santa Cruz, Cal | R 21
Stirling, Ont R
Whitsett P.) (R\Nsmn) .21
Albanv, N e e .20
Annapohs, Md [T, .20
Dridzenort, Conn

(Hunganan) .. . .20
Cheltenham, England - 2n

Duquesne, Pa
Elmsfoud,
Erie, Pa (Pollsh)
Knoxyille Tenn
Mansfield, O s
Nashua-Milford N
New DBedford Mass
\0111':t0\\n} I'a -

(Hllllg'll’l']n) 20
. .20

Peiry, N -

Perth, Scotland

Poznan, Ualand .2
Sangie Giaade Trimdad . .20
Seauin Pev (Spamdh) 24
St Puul Minn (U'alish) . . 20
Svdnev N S 20
W hrtlov
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DANIEL CAST TO THE LIONS

— —JuLy 23 — DaNIEL 6. 1-28 — —

NOBILITY OF ANCIENT XKINGS — WHY DANIEL WAS HATED — “FRAMING” AN INNOCENT MAN — “THE LAW OF H{S GOD"’ — CLIMAYX
OF THE CONSPIRACY — THE MOUTHS OF THE LIONS SUUT —- PUNISTLMENT OF THE CONsPIRATORS.

“Who thiough faith subdued hingdoms, wrought 1ightcousness, obieined promnises, stopped the mouths of hons.”—Hebrews
11:33.

HEN the Medo-Persian empire succeeded Babylonia

as the world empire, and Daniel was found occupving

a place ol muporiunce and high honor, ns qualifica-
tions were prompily 1ecoziized ; and when the then civilized
world was divided mmto one hundred and twenty provinces,
withh a governor over each, there was a court of three
superior governors who had charge of the whole as the
Kimg s representatives or nimmsters, and Damel was the chiet
ot these thice How wondelful this appenrs! How we mnst
adinnre that element of candor and evident desiie tor cood
covernnient whieh led the kings of Babylon and Maedo-
Persia to exalt to place and power those who were found
cotmpetent and trustworthy!

WHY DANIEL WAS HATED

As one of the three presidents of the empie and having
charge over 4 hundied and twenty of 1ts provinees, Dantel
stood 1n the way of many who sought office: and, us> a man
of unimmpeuachable character, no doubt he stood 1 the way
of many sehenies for the plundering of the ficasuiv  for
such public plundeting and dishonesty, very general througsh-
outl the earth foduy, was ptobably so then 1o o large extent.

Additionally they no doubt envied Daniel Fle wias not a
Mede, he was not a Persian, hie was not even a Chaldean
ITe was a Jew, a man whose very nation had witheted and
disappedied from among the nations With him out of the
wav they would all have better oppoiiunity lor attunmg
then ambitions—not only would one of them get his higher
position but all would profit by his fall,

For these selhslhi reasons, Daniel was sure to have a
host ol seciet enemies, who sought his downfall. From the
narrative we nught suppose that these enenues, many of
whom would be promnent in official life, had watched in
vaia to ind any real cause of complaint, and that they finally
concluded that i fault would be found at all, it must be
on account ot his 1eligion,

How this rennids us of the Apostle’s testimony, “All that
will live godly 1 Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution”;
and agam, our Lords words, “If ye were of the world,
the world would love his own: but because e are not of
the world, but I have chosen vou out of the world, therefore
the world hateth vout (2 Tan 8 12, John 15:19) Even
where there are no seltish motives to nnpel the persceution,
there is ever present the distinction between “light” and
“darkness” ; and the fact noticed by all 1s mentioned by our
Lord—that all who are themsclves of the darkness hate the
hght and all who walk in the light. (John 3:18-21) Some
one has truly sad:

“Whosoever does well and 1s faithful and true, while
others are dishonest and false, must expect to be opposed
and hated. Every eftort will be made to injure Lis character,
to drag him into the mire, and to make it appear that he
is no better than those who assail him. Envy is sharper than
a seipent's tooth, and deadlier than the poison of asps.”

Envy and hatred are set down in the Word of God as
works of the flesh and of the devil, antagonistic to every-
thing that is good and right and approved of the Lord. It
may be a new thought to some of the Lord’s consecrated
people, who have long harbored more or less of envy and
hatred, that their condition is really more reprehensible in
the sight of the Lord than that of some who, while
beiter in heart, are in public prisons because of wickedness
of their flesh

“FRAMING” AN INNOCENT MAN

Not suecessful i detecting wrong domng in Daniel tus
assocriates took the opposite turn and concluded to entrap
him 1n his well doing. They had learned of his strength of
character, and rightly concluded that he would not swerve
from the course his conscience approved—and their plans
were laid accordingly.

Very skillfully they counseled with the king respecting
the necessity that the people should recognize himn as a god,
and urged this as essential to the enforcement of obedience
to the King's commands among his new subjects. The theory
of the empire was that the king’s person was specially pos-
gsessed by Ormuzd, the deity of the empiue, that his word
Wds thetelore 1¢pnesentatively the woird of that god, and
that thetefore all of Ins decrees were mtalhible and in-
violable, even by himself. Taking advantage of this law of
the Modes and Persians, that no decree could be altered
or abiogated, these plotters succeeded in having the king
sel apait tharty days 1 which 1t should be o ¢rime to offer
petition ot wor<hip to any other person or god s.ve to
Daius lnmseld

“THE LAW OF HIS GOD”

Daniel contmnued to worship the Lord as befoie  He would
not sell lus consaience, hie would not deny his God, e would
not pretend that he was praying to or worshipimg Daius
Nor was he satisfied. to merely close his eyes 1n prayer alter
he had retired to rest, as do many people living under the
greater hght of this gospel age, and under greater privileges
and opportunities and grander pronuses, He hud a great
Goud who was worthy of reverence and worship, and he was
great enough a~ a4 man to appireciate that it was a privilege
to have mtercourse and fellowship with his Creutor He
was not onlv not ashamed to bow the knee to the Almighty,
but was unwilline fo assume a less huinble position befo ‘e
God than he and others assumed toward earthly kings  Our
judgment is that 1 i~ impossible for any Christian to main-
tain o proper consisteint walk i Iife, and to build up such
a character and faith s(ructure as are represented by the
Apostie as composed o1 “gold, silver and precious stones,”
without prayer.—moie than this, without recularity in
prayer;—we would almost be nclined to say. without kneel-
g 1n prayer and we helieve that the experiences and testi-
nonies of the truest and best of the Lord’s people who have
ever lived will corioborate tlus

Some one has remarked that, as the sharpening of scythes
in harvest time does not mean lost time or energy, so ulso
time spent in prayer 1s not lost as respects the affans ol
life. Unquestionably the best men and women in the wor
are those who pray, and pray regularly, who bow the knee
as did Damel. Unquestionably the moments thus taken 1.0m
earthly affaits are well spent and bring more than comn-
mensurate blessings upon the worshiper and all with which
he has to do. Unquestionably 1t 18 mmpossible to live a con-
secrated Itfe 1 neglect ot pruver What would Daniel have
been without Iis praymg time! How would his faith m
God have persisted i that heathen land? How would lus
loyally to principle have maintained itself in the mdst of
corruption had it not been for his communion with Ius
Maker?

The king was greatly displeased with himself that he had
fallen into a trap, and was displeased undoubtedly with the
princes who had entrapped him. The words “with himself”
are lacking from some of the reliable manuscripts, which
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makes the displeasure all the broader to include Lis counsel-
lors He appreciated Dantel as a man of God and as an able
scrvant of the empire, and set about at once to do every-
thing in his power to annul his own decree. “He labored until
the golng down of the sun to deliver him”; but he found no
excuse.

Ordinarily, when the kings desired to be released from
some decree, they called upon their wise men and maglcians,
who usually were skillful in suggesting a way out of the
dilemma ; but in this case 1t would appear that there was a
combination of all the wise men and rulers of Dabylon against
Danijel. They now had him in their power, and would sug-
gest nothing in the way of release. On the confiary, they
held up before the king that he was bound by his decrce and
that he could not do otherwise than execute it because a
failure to do so would mean a dishonor to the empire in
having broken its laws and would endanger lus throne.

Accordingly Daniel was cast to the lions, but not before
King Darius had expressed his hope and wish that in some
way Daniel's God would be able to deliver him.

The conspirators were bent upon having matters thorough-
ly accomplished, and hence the stone (which covered the den
and was probably fastened to its place with an 1ron bar)
was doubly sealed with wax, to prove that it was not
tampered with—one seal was the kings, the other that of the
lords of the empire, who were amongst the conspirators, so
that there might be no subsequent alteration of the con-
ditions or delivery of Daniel during the night. If the liong
were not very hungry at the moment Daniel was first.cast
in, it was reckoned that thev would certainly become so
before morning.

THE MOUTHS OF THE LIONS SHUT

Evidently the more the king thought respecting Daniel
and his God the more his faith in that direction increased.
He spent a sleepless night, and arose early in thce morning
and went to the den of lions and cried in a voice full of
sympathy and sorrow: “O Daniel, servant of the living
God, is thy God whom thou servest continually able to
deliver thee from the lions?”

The exemplary conduct of Danicl had had its effect upon
the king, as expressed by the word, “continually.” He had
confidence that God was with Daniel, and that the God whom
Daniel so sincercly worshiped and so intelligently trusted,
must be more powerful than all other gods.

The heart of Darius was glad as he heard Daniel’s voice
saluting him, assuring him of his safety; and he at once
caused him to be delivered from the den Daniel expressed
one reason for the Lord’s deliverance, 1n the words, “Before
him innocency was found in me—as also before thee, O
king, have I done no hurt.” We note the fact that haughti-
ness and bravado are wholly lacking in the Prophet’s an-
nouncement of the great favor of God manifested on his
behalf.

As God's providence was over Danlel, permitting him to
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come under the power of natural wild beasts, and making
this a test of his fidelity to God and to principles of right-
eousness, so the Lord’s providence sometimes permits his
faithful ones to be exposed to the venom and malice and
hate and misrepresentation and slander of human tongues,
and of open persecution as in 1918, far more vicious and
far more terrible every way than the wild beasts of the
jungle, which can harm but for a moment Nevertheless, as
the Lord was able to deliner Daniel, he 18 not less able to
send lus angel (his providences) to shut the mouths of those
who would do injury to his people.

PUNISHMENT OF THE CONSPIRATOKRS

The Secriptural record is that after Danicls deliverance
King Darius caused all the conspirators to he cast into the
den of lions, and that thus they were all destroved. The
punishment which came upon these men was what the Scrip-
tures designate a judgment, and we have the Scriptutal as-
surance that when the judgments of the Lord are abtoad in
the earth (when they are general) the inhabitants of the
world will learn righteousness. When the Kinegdom shall have
been established and the reign of righteousncees shall have
begun cvery transeiession shall receive o just recompense
of reward, every sin will be punished and every endeavor
for 11ehteousnesg will be blessed and rewarded  How speedi-
1y the world will learn rightcousness we may 1eadily judge,
In the present time, althoush prob:b'y the major: of
people would prefer nizhtcousness to sin and injustice, yet
under present conditions, under the dominion of the prince
of this world, the rightcous are the oncs who usually sulfer
and the evil doers very generally escape—hcenee a doubt
prevauls respeeting God and any enfotcement of justice The
assumplion i~ that 1f one can cscape the technicalities of
the law and the clutches of the law s ofitcers 1n the present
life he is safe and need not fear divine interference. We
may readily sce then that when the Alillennial age shall
have been fully ushered in, and when just penalty will follow
each tiansgression and reward follow every good deed, a
world-wide reformation or conversion to righteousness will
follow forthwith in every land, in every tongue. In that
glorious time the righteous shall flourish and the evil doers
shall have the stripes, and eventually 1t they continue to
be evil doers shall be cut off in the second death

The intense hatred of the adver«iuiy tor any representative
of Jehovah is well tepresented 1n the «bort, doubtliess 1n-
spired by Satan, tv destroy the prophet Damel At the
present time the effor{s of the evil one aire directed throvzu
the secd of the serpent, toward the weakening and ultimate
destruction of the sced of the woman. That God, whom we
serve, 18 able to deliver us from all snares of the devil, 1s
manifest irom the miraculous dcliverance of Danicl the
servant of Jehovah, from what, humanly speaking, was
certain death. But the Prophet's work was not fimshed,
and he, Like all true servants of Jehovah, was immortal
until his work was done.

END OF THE SEVENTY YEARS DESOLATION

— — Jury 30 — JEREMIAH 20:10-14; Ezpa 1 1-11 — —

80D THE GREAT TIME-KEEPER — CYRUS A REMARKARLE CHARACTER

HIS HEART STIRRED BY JEHOVAH — “CHIEFLY 1HL TOOR OF

THIS WORTD” — BLESSTNGS OF THE DESOLATION — THE RETURN IROM MYSTIC BABYLON — ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD.
“We kitow that to them that love God all things work together for good.”—Romans 8: 28.

HIEN God had served his purpose of chastising Israel
\X/ and of completing his typical prophecy—when the
thieescore and ten years of desolation of the land,
in which the land had enjoyed her sabbaths, had expired,
the return of the captives was due. The great clock of the
ages pointed to the time for the return of the exiles, and,

lhike every other feature of God’s plan, the deliverance of
Isracl from dabylon was promptly on time

This retuin was n exact falfillment of the Lord’s YWord
at the mouth of Jeremiah, the prophet, who specifically told,
not only of the destruction of the cily, but also that it
would be seventy years before the return of 1ts mhabriants.
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—Jeremiah 25:12; 29:10; compare 2 Chrouicles 36: 22, 23.

The Seripture above cited established the fact with cer-
tainty that the seventy years predicted related to the entire
destruction of the city of Jerusalem and desolation of their
land and not merely to the captivity of the pcople. As a
matter of fact, over 3,000 had been taken into captivity
eleven years before, when Jelhoiakim had been dethroned and
killed. (Jeremiuh 52:28) In locuting this period of seventy
years' desolation, many have started with the first year of
Kebuchudnezzar nineteen years previous and ure thus thrown
out nineteen years in theiwr chronological calculations. P'ro-
minent historiang have so accepted this error and gradually
built historical data around it that the majority of religious
writers now hold to that erroneous view. However, we
stand by the Bible and it alone, wherever it differs from
secular history.

The frst year of Cyrus mentioned in our lesson is by
general consent considered the beginning of the year 536
B. C. Evidently this does not mean that it was his first
year of reigning as the king of I’ersia; but that, having
nonquered Babylon and accomplished other matters subse-
quently, this was the beginning of his reign over the united
empire of the Mcedes and Persians as successor to Bubylon
in. world empire.

CYRUS A REMARKABLE CHARACTER

One of the most wonderful things connected with the story
of Isruael's release from Babylonian captivity 1~ that Cyrus
was named by the prophet Isaiaht 200 ye:ius o advance,
and called_“God's Shepherd”—“Cyrus 15 my shepherd and
shall perform ail my pleasule, evell sayig to Jerusalem,
Thou shalt be bwlt; and to the temple, T foundarion
shall be laid” (Ysaiah 44:28) Drofane Instory gives yrus
a very honorable namne, calling lnm “eracious, clement and
just, treating men as men, and not as mere tools W be used
and cast aside—a conqueror of quite a4 dillerent (ype from
any the world had previously seen.” I'lufairch declares: “In
wisdom, virtue and magnaninuty lie sceins to have sutpiassed
all kings”

Nebuchadnezzar’'s theory of government was to bring
representatives of the peoples of all lands to DBabylon and
thete make them homogeneous, choosing the hest of every
nationalily. But when Cyrus eame upon the scene, as the
conqueror of the Buhyloman ewpive, he found that the
theory of his predecessor had not worked out satistactorily.
The mixed people of Chaldea were not patriotic Cyrus
adopted the opposite plan for governing the woxld. He not
only gave liberty to the Jews to retuin to their own land,
and gave them assistance baek, but he did the same for
the people of other nations, exited in Babjlon.

HIS HEART STIRRED BY JEHOVAH

We are not told by what agencies the Lord operated when
he “stirred up” the heart of King Cyrus to fulfil the davine
will by letting go the captives. Hence we are at hiberty te
surmise on the subject. We think it hkely that, as DPaniel
was speedily made a high officer in the kingdom, he had
access to the king, and quite probably ealled the king's at-
tention to the Seriptures which marked him as the divine
agent, even referring to him by name.—Fsaiah 44:26-28; 45
1-5; Jeremiah 25: 1-12,

It is quite possible alse, that the Lord used other means
to stir up the king's heart. Possibly Cyrus reflected that
by such a course he would firmly establish himself in the
good will of the Israelites, who numbered millions amengst
his new subjects, and comparatively few of whom he might
feel sure would avail themselves of his generous offer of
liberty to return to their native land. Tt would appear that
this was the custom of Cyrus in respect te the religions of
all' the various peoples whom he comquered. Meoreover, he
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may have had w nmuind the fact that Egypt was a country of
great fertility, and that in case of war it would be of miich
convenience to have Jerusalem as a friendly way-station
between his capital and Egypt.

The wording of the proclamation, “The Lord God eof
heaven hath gnven me all the kingdowns of the earth, and
he hath charged me to buldd him a house at Jerusalen,
which 1s 1n Judea,” might seem to 1mply that Cyrus was a
believer in and a servant of the true God, but we have
no corroboriative evidences to this eflect: rather the records
of his time refer to the heathen gods, but upparently make
no niention of Jehovah We are to rewmember that the
heathen kings were at that trme 1n the habit of recognzing
the gods of the various countries which they governed, and
wrote und spoke respectfully in reference to all of then,
apparently with a view to preserving the respeet for their
realn of every ereed amongst the worshipers.

“CHIEFLY THE POOR OF THIS WORLD”

When we remember the length ot time the people had
been 1n Babylon, that scarcely any of the Jews living at
the time of this emuneipation proclamation had ever seen
Palestine, that they had merely heurd of it through their
parents, and that ouly a few very aged men and woinen
renembered having even seen the city as children, 1t will
not suipiise us that the tetal number volunteering to return
to rebuild the city and the Tewmple was only 30,000, But
they were a choice 50,000

We nmy readily suppose that the majority of those who
thoucht upon the Lord and who trusted in the promises
made to rhe fathers, were poor, for it seems that in every
case poverty is more fuvorable to religious faithfutness and
zedl than 1s wealth. Yet the fact that seme were hoth
wedlthy and zealous is abundantly testified to by the liberal
contmhutions mude by the captives themselves for the re-
burlding of the Temple. The vast majority, however, wete
evidentiy well pleased with their foreign home, in which
many of them had been born. Many had intermarried with
their neighbors; many were immersed in business projects;
and many perhaps felt themselves too old for such an under-
taking Thus did the Lord sift them, that he might guther
back te the land of promise such only as had a fervent zeal
for the Eord and a full trust in his promises.

The sifting of Tsrael began in the separation of the two
tribes from the ten tribes; for the rapid spread of idolatry
m the fen tribes gradually drew those faithful to Jehovah
to the two-trihe Kinedom. whose king was of the Iine which
the Lord had promised to bless.

BLESSINGS OF THE DESOLATION

It 15 pleasing also to neote thut in the land ot thelr
caplivily Israel were reelinned from 1dolatry so theroughly
as never to return to 1t again; and then, without the temple
aopd 1ts servrees, thev leanrned to appreeiate what was left
to thewm still—the Word of God and the teaching and counsel
of seme of the faithiul ones among them, such as Daniel,
Ezra and Nebenuab the forms of worship gave place to a
meore real heurt-worship ol the one true God; and they were
led to a fuller appreeiation of the privileges they had enjoyed,
as manifested 1n Psalm 13T7.

The eclnef men of Judah and Benjamin together with the
priests and the Levites, took the lead in the matter of ae-
cepting the piovisions of KNing Cyrus' decree Concerning
the others who returned from extle we read that they were
“those whose spirit God had raised to go up to build the
house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem ™ (Ver«e 5) In what
way the Lord raised their spirit, or disposition. we are not
informed. We may suppose, however, that those whose
hearts burned with faith in the divine pronmses to Israel,
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and who were zealous to be and to do what would be ac-
ceptuble 1 God’s sight, would be awakened by the decree
of King Cyrus, which was of God’s instigation. The
generosity of Cyrus wus manifested in his sending back the
precious vessels of the Temple, which must have been of
immense yvalue The larger vessels are enuncrated—in all,
2499 These, with the smaller artieles not specihied, amounted
to 5400 —Verse 11.

It should be noticed, in reading Ezra’s account of the
return from captivity, that the division of the nation of
Israel was no longer recognized after the return. They are
invariably spoken of as “all the people of Israel”; and these
statements are made repeatedly. The ten tribes of Israel
were no more ‘“lost”—uas deluded Anglo-Israelites asscrt—
than were the greit mass of those carried away captive from
Judah who neglected to return to Iulestine under the pro-
clamation of King Cyrus.

THE RETURN FROM MYSTIC BABYLON

We have already seen that natural Israel's captivity in
Babylon is Scripturally repiesented as a figure of  the
captivity of spirituitl Israel in mystic Babylon; and that
the deliverance by Cyrus was to some extent a representation
of the deliverance ot spiritual Israelites from mystic Babylon
by Christ; that the fall of Babylon before Cyrus was hgnin-
tive of the fall ot “DBabylon the Great,” and that the mes-
sage, “Mene, Meune, Tekel, Uphaisin,” applied not only to
hiteral Babylon, but also now applies to mystic Babylon,
In view of these things 1t 1s but proper that we should
consider Israel’s retutn from Babylon as to some extent
representing the deliverance of the zealous of spnituitl
Israel from mystic DBabylon—a work now in progress.
“Come out of her, my pcople, that ye be not partakers of
her sing, and thal ye receive not of her plagues.”— Reve-
lation 18: 4.

But now, as then, comparatively few, even of the conse-
crated class, are willing to undertake the trials and diffi-
culties mcaident to the leaving of the settled affairs, com-
fortable quarters, contracts, engagements, ete., entered into
in Babylon "The only ones disposed to risk the hardships
and, to go forth into the desert, leaving the strong walls and
protection of sectariamsm, are those who have great confi-
dence m God and great 1espect for the promises made to
the seed of Abraliam. The call to return to the old paths,
and to rebmld the Temple of the Lord, and to replace
therein the vessels of gold and silver (the precious truths of
the divine Word—setting them in order as at first) is ap-
preciated by the few only; yet these are encouraged by the
Lord's providences, by the riches bestowed upon them from
every quarter—not riches of an earthly kind, but of a spirit-
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ual sort,—precious truths, valuable lessons and experiences,
providential leadings, etc. These encourage such as are of
faithful heart to go forward and by obedience to become
heirs of those glorious tliungs that God has promised to them
that love him.

No one should be urged to come out of Babylon. If auy
does not come vut joyfully, “with singing,” making zselcdy
in his heart to the Lord, glad ot the opportunity of conung
out, glad of the opportunity of getting away from the error
and 1mto the place of divine favor and inheritance of the
divine promises, let him stay in Babylon. If he loves the
things of thus present time, the social advantages of Babylon,
the business advantages and opportunities, the greater honor
of men, the greater comtfort and ease, let him so indicate to
the Lord and refuse to re~pond to the Lord’s message.

“ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD”

While our text has some application to all who at any
tune have loved the Loid. yet 1t was written to Spinitual
Israel, not Natural Istuel, and 1ts chietest application is
to the New Creation. Dicperly then, the questions arise,
How are these things worling better for us than for the
world? Do not Chuistians die the same as unbelievers, the
siame as Jews, the same as Mohammedans, the same as the
heathen®” Do they not have their share of sickness, sorrow,
and pain 1n counection with their dying experiences? Surely
none can dispute the truthfulness of this suggestion! Where-
in then, shall we say, 18 there an advantage in being a
farthful spiritual Israehite? If all the world is redeemed by
the precious blood of Chiist, if all the world is to huve a
blessing under Messiah’s glorious reign of a thousand years,
and if thie anecient worthies are to have the first place in
the kingdom that will then be «stablished under the whole
heavens, what will be the advantage, 1f any, to those who
have been faithtul and loyal spiritual Israelites—to those
who have come out of mjystic Babylon, have endured hard-
ness as good soldiers and have sought to lay down their
lives 1n the Master’s service, in the service of the brethren,
in the service ot the truth, in the service of God?

The advantages of this class are numerous, and lay hold
upon the present life, ns well as that which 1s to come. In
the present time, it is the privilege of these to enjoy the
peace of God, which passeth all human understanding It
is their privilege to know by faith that all things are work-
ing together for good to them because they love God. It is
their prinvilege to realize that whatever may happen.to others
in the world, nothing-can happen, so far as they are econ-
cerned Thoin wiraars and inferests are all subject to a divine
supervision No wonder they can have peace in every storm |
No wonder they are able to rejoice even in tribulation!

THE TEMPLE REBUILT

— — AUGUST 6 — Iizka 3-10-13; G:14-17——
TEMPLE RESTORATION DIFFICULT — MAKING MELODY IN THE HEART — MAINTAINING THE HIGHEST STANDARD — BUILDING THE
TRUE TEMPLE — THE CHURCH A TEMPLE EVEN NOW.
“My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of Jehovah.'—Psalm 84: 2.

HIL returning Israelites left their friends in Babylon,

full of zeal, and to some extent admired by their more

worldly-wise compatriots, who preferred to remain
in thie foreign land. The escort zranted them by the kg,
the presents of money, and the costly vessels of the temple
service, were with them; and their hopes ran high as
they began their journey of nearly 800 miles. about the
distance from Philadelphia to Chicago. According, to tra-
dition, they must have been about four months travelling,
whereas an express train in our day would make the
distance in scventeen hours.

The toilsome journey ended, they finally rested at Jeru-
salem, only to find still greater discouragements. But a
very few of them had ever seen the place before, and those
few had seen through the eyes of ¢hildhood, for the city Irad
lain desolate, according to the Word of the Lord, for seventy
years. (2 Chronicles 36:21) The wall and the temple had
been demolished by Nebuchadnezzar’s orders, and many of
the private residences were also left in ruins, and now for
seventy years of such desolations, “without inhabitant,” the
place was a wilderness. Trees were growing in what
formerly were streets. Iverything was disorder. Any other
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class than those full of faith and zeal, as these were,
would have been utierly discouraged

We are to temember that the J.oid thus tries our courage,
and faith and ccal, not to destroy these qualities, but to
deepen and {ix them-—to establish us, to develop us 1n
character As with thie typical Isruclites thete, so 1t is now
with the spiritual Israelites—all such trying cxperiences,
under divine providence, will work out to our advantage
iIf we will but persevere in our faith, and love and zeal

It required more than a year to put themselves in reason-
able condition for living, and then their attention tuined
to the 1ebwilding of the temple. That they should have
begun so soon to think of the house of the Lord speaks well
of their spiritual condition They appear to have immediate-
ly located in their various cities, which had been neither
entirely destroyed nor ocenpied by other people during their
absence, but 1 condition to be re-inlhiabited They had
probably started from Bibylon early in the Hebrew year;
and 1f they spent thice or more months en route, they
doubtless reached Palestine about the fourth month. By
the scventh month they assetbled at Jerusalem for the
dny ol atonement services.—Ezra 2:70; 3% 1-7

MAKING MELODY IN THE HEART

™l of zeal for the Lord's cause, the people celebrated
the corner-stone laymg of the new temple with joy and zeal.
One ot the speeral teatures of their worship was praise;
and we think it «afe to sav that smging the Lord’s praise
has heen amongst the vreatest blessings and privileges of
worship enjoyed hy the largest number of the Lord’s people
throughout this gospel age also The power to praise God
in song has been conferred upon man only of all earthly
credtures, and how appropiute that he should use this
power to prarse the King of Kings!

If those Israchtes, the house of servants, returning from
their bondage and remembering the covenant promises of
God to them, had cause for singing and shouting JJTehovah’s
praise, much more have we, who belong to the house of
sons and have come out of Babylon., great cause to tell
abroad the great things which the Lord hath done for us
We were all servants of sin once, under the bondaze of
sin, 1gnorance, superstition and death, but God, throuch the
Great Cyrus, has permitted us to go fice. Appropriately,
therefore, our first step shoultd be to recognmize the sacrifice
of the altar, and then ofter praise to hnm who hath called
us out of duarkness mnto hus marvelous hight, for “he hath
put i new song mmto our mouths, even the loving kindness
of our God”

The Apostle assuies us that, however uappiopriate, in-
spiring and refreshing are the songs of eur lipy, still more
appropriate and stiull more appreciated of the Lord wate our
heart-songs, the joy and rejoicing of the new nund—“simng-
ine and makmg melody in our hearts unto the Lord”
(Ephesians 5:19)  And this joy and singing in the heart,
this heart-thankinlness to the Giver of all good, necessarily
finds expression, not only 1n Christian catrols, but also in
all the acts and words of hie—all of which constitute the
hymn of praise and thanksgiving continually ascending be-
fore God fiom his people

The shouts were discordant—some of joy, some of weep-
ing Those wlio lookel forward in hope shouted for joy.
Those who looked backward. and pictured before their minds
Solomon’s grand temple, wept as they thought of the in-
significance of the prescent one in comparison. And so today
among spititual Israelites, there are some who weep for
the past, when they should be rejoicing for the future.
The Apostle exhorts us to “forget the things which are
behind, and to press forward to the things which are be-
fore.” The lessons we learn from past experiences, even from
adverse experiences, while they should be kept in mewmory,
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need not be mourned over by spiritual Israelites; for they
can call to mind that the merit of Christ's sacrifice covers
all of their unwilling blemlshes and mistakes, Carrying
with them their experiences they should press forward to
fresh victories and tresh joys In the Lord.

MAINTAINING THE HIGHEST STANDARD

That the expression “without an inhabitant” did not refer
to individuals of other nutionalities is implied in the ex-
pression the “people of the land,” who were there when the
Jews returned. There is no rcason to believe that there
were any Jews whatever in the land Tor the entire period of
seventy years, as foretold by Jeremuiah.

These “people of the land” (subsequently known as Sa-
maritans) were disposed to be friendly to the returned
Israelites, and proffered their aid in the building of the
temple But their assistance was refused for the Isitaclites
realized that if these “strangers” were perntied to share
in the work of eonstructing the temple ihey could with
propriety claim a share also in dictating the character of
the worship which would be established there, and that
this would open the door to laxitv in religious matters, and
perhaps to the old wdolatiy, on account of which the Lord
had so severely chastised Israel

When “the people ot the land” found that their moncy
and services were not acceptuble, and that they could have
neither part nor lot in the construction of the Lord’s house,
it offended them :nd made them encimnies; and from that
time onwatd they paisistently opposcd the woirk of the
Israelites. So it will be with spiritual Israel. Those who
conscientiously live separate from the world in spuitual
muatters, and recognize as brethren in Chiist only those who
confess to circumcision of the heart and adoption nito God’s
family, will find themsels e opposed by moialists, liberalists
and higher critics, as well as by the masses, who hate the
light, because it condemns their darkness—doctrinal and
otherwise Nevertheless, this is the only good and -afe
course to pursue Better far is 1t thit only true Israchites
should be recognized as brethren, and thus the wheat be
separated from the tares.

Some one has well said: “The Christian in the woild is
like a ship in the ocean. The ship is sufe 1n the occan so
long as the ocean is not in the ship.” One lowels the
standard of doctrine, also; for the minister who realizes that
at least three-fourths of his co!icicuzation would be repx tled
by the presentation of strong mcat ot fruth, withholds the
snme, and permits those who need strong meat, and could
appreciate and use it to advantage, to grow weak, to starve.
Furthermore, the worldly spint and the fTuller treasury
have attracted “strangers” into the professed minstry of
the gospel. many of whom know neither the Loid nor Ins
Word, and who conscquently are thoroughly unprepared to
feed the true sheep were they ever so well (isposed One
of the great difhiculties with Christianity today 1s that it
has admitted the strancers, the ‘“pcople of the land,” and
recoghized them as Chtiistians. It does injury, not only to
the Christians, by lowering their standards (for the ¢verage
will be considered the standard), but it also injures the
“strangers,” by causing many of them to believe thenmisclves
safe, and needing no conversion, hecause thev are outwardly
respectable, and perhaps frequenilv attendants at public
worship.

BUILDING THE TRUE TEMPLE

In the light of the teachings of the apostles we see that
the antitype of that temple was the one true churel of the
living God, whose names are written in heaven (3 Corvin-
thians 3:16,17; Luke 10: 20)—that it 15 a spiritual temple
built up with living stones, of which Jesus Christ 1= him-
self the chief corner stone, the sure foundation He became
the foundation of this spiritual house when he gave his life
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a ransom for man}, and thus made possible the building
up of other hiving stones upon this foundation until the won-
dertul structure shall reach its glorious completeness.—
1 Peter 2 47

When this foundation of the spiiitual temple was laid,
all who came to a realization of the unportance of the great
work thercbv accotnphstied rejorced and praised the Lord.
And this rejoicing 1 the strength and security of the founda-
tion ot out hopes never ceases Praise the Lord!' wells up
from every hewrt ihat realizes the redempuion accomphshed
by the precious blood of Christ, shed for many for the
remission ot ~m«. Upon this sure foundation the temple
structure has heen gradually and steadily progressing. The
living stones atre tiken out of the quarry (the world) ; and
by the experiences and discipline of the present life they
are shaped and chiseled and polished and thus fitted for
their places 1w the tewple which, during the time of the
presence of the Lord—viz, since 1878, when he took his
great power as kmmg—is heing noiselessly put together, as
in the type, without the sound of a hammelr—by the resur-
rection ot the dead m Christ and ihe change of the living
in @ moment, in the twinkhing of an eve; tor ‘“blessed are
the dead who die in the Tord from henceforth [from 1878] ;

. they rest from their labors [from the toil and weari-
ness of labor], but their works follow with them.” They
shall not sleep, but they shall be changed instantaneously
from the human to a glorious spiritual body.—Revelation
14 13, 1 Cormnthuans 15: 51, 52.

THE CHURCH A TEMPLE EVEN NOW

But while the chureh glovined with Christ the Head will
be the temple complete and glorious, it 1s in a less complete
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sense regarded as the temple of God now, and the various
members as its builders, all having something to do in
building each other up in the most holy faith, and thus
contributing to the structure of the temple or church as
a whole. This work of building up the church is very clearly
set forth in the bwilding of the typical temple; and the
rebuilding of the temple after the captivity m Babylon 1is
very suggestive of the rcbuilding of the church after the
long capuivity in Bab)lon the Great—which is generally
known as the Great Reformation. And truly there has been
a great re-formation of the church since the dark ages of
bondage under the papal yoke.

The work of re-formation has gone steadily forward and,
like that of the typical tenmple, in the midst of the great oppo-
sition. (See Bzra 4:11-24; 5:3-5; Nehemiah 4:7-23, and
compare STUDIES 1IN THE Scrrprurks, Vol. II, Chapter ix
and Vol. I1I, Chapter iv.) TFrom the multitudes who had
been enslaved under the papal rule some of the living
stones of the true temple were gathered out and the work
of setting them in order for the rebuilding of the New
Jerusalem and 1its temple began. History records the op-
position which these re-formers or builders, encountered;
and truly, as in the type, “the builders, every one had his
sword {the sword of the spirit, which is the Word of God]
girded by his side, and so builded.” (Nehemiah 4:18) Nor
may this attitude ever be relinquished until the work is all
complete and the glory of the Lord has filled his temple.
The enemies of the Lord’s people and the Lord’s work are
always active in opposition, and none the less so when their
methods are subtle and their course not easily discernible.
Hence the necessity exists for eontinued vigilance against
every encroachment of the adversary, whether he come as
a roaring lion or as a wily serpent.

BEREAN QUESTIONS ON ARTICLES IN TOWER FOR JUNE 15, 1922

SEVENTY YEARS’ DESOLATION (PART ll)

1. Is it indispensiable for Dible chronology to agree with
ancient pagan records? I 183, 1 1.

2. What spitit prompted the change from seventy years’
desolation to seventy years' captivity? P. 183, T 2.

3. Why are the pagun histories before 536 B. C. unrelinble?
P. 183, { 3-5.

4. What ave the facts about the unrehability of Herodotus
and other ancient Greek historrans? P, 183, § 6-9.

5. TTow reliable are the “authorities” on this period of
ancient history? P 183, § 10; P. 184, § 1-3.

6. How much dependence can be placed on Ptolemy’s
Canon? I'. 184, T 4

7. Hlustrate the uncertainty of the history before 536 B.
C. P. 184, ¢ 5, col. 2.

8. Can the inscriptions on Assyrian monuments be relied
upon? Why not? P. 185, § 1-4.

9. How would you describe the contrast between the
monuntental records and David’s records? P. 185, Y 5-8.

10. Did the pagan kings always tell the truth in their
monumental mnsctiptions? P 185, 7 9-12; P. 186. § 1-5.

11. Why are the archaeologists untrustworthy? P. 186, §
6-8.

12. Does reliance on pagan records
raise more doubts? P. 186, ¥ 9, 10.

13. What is the cost to a consecrated Christian of follow-
ing pagan records? P. 186, T 11.

14. What chronological bridges render it needless to de-
pend on pagan records® P. 186, § 12.

15. How does the law of probabilities help make present-
truth chronology a certainty? P. 187, T 1.

16. What three strong proofs are there of the truth of
the chronology? P. 187, § 24.

answer doubts or

17. What can you affirm about present-truth chronology?
P. 187, 7 5.

18. How would a change in the dates affect present-truth
chronology? P, 187, T 6.

19. How would you sum up the reasons why present-
truth chronology is correct? P. 187, ¥ 7-end.

THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL

1. Who was Belshazzar? P. 189, 71,2,

2. Describe Babylon. 1" 189, T 3, 4.

3. Could the tall of Babylon have been postponed or
averted? P. 189, 7 5.

4. Relate the circumstances attending the appearance of
the handwriting on the wall. P. 189, 7 6, 7.

5. How did Daniel preserve his freedom of speech? P.
189, 7 8-10.

6. Show the manner of Daniel's interpretation to the
king. P. 190, 7 1, 2.

7. How was the message written and what did the words
mean? P, 190, 7.3, 4.

8. What was the date of this event? P. 190, T 5, 6.

9. How does the handwriting corroborate the present-
truth chronology? P. 190, T 6-8.

“The Tishbite dread, Elijah, stood in Ahab’s ivory hall:

His cloak the skin of mountain goat; his robe a mohair pall,

His gatb around lus simewy loins a raw-hide belt confined

His bair and heard. Iike rayven plumes, streamed daik along the wind ;
A stiong acadia’s spiky Stem, scarce smoothed, was m Ins hand ;
His feet were fleshless, callous, bare, and tawny as the <and,
His brow, a soaring crag, o'erhung his swart and shaggvs chest,
And ’neath its shades his eyes gleamned keen as eagles from their nest,
Remote fiom courts, corruption, crime, in that high shepherd land,
With God alone, his soul had grown to stature bold and grand.”
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CHRIST THE WAY

CHRIST THE TRUTH.

“The government shall be upon

—Isuah 9.6,
CHRIsT THE DOOR

“T am the door "—John 10:9.
—John 14: 0.

. the tiuth "—

“I am the way'

“I am . .
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