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Upon the earth distress of natlons with perplexity; the sea and the waves (the restless, diccontented) toaring, muns hearts falling them for fear and for looking to the

things coming upon the earth (soclety), for the powers of the heavens (ecciesiasticism) shall he shahen

When ye sce these things begin o come to pass,

then know that the Kingdom of God s at hand. Look up, Lft up your heads, rejolce, for your redemption draweth mgh —>att 24 33, Mark 13 29, Luke 21:25-31:



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

THIS Journal 1s one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Extension”, now belng
presented in all parts of the civilized world by the WarcH TowrCR BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY, chartered A.D. 1884, “For the Pro-
motion of Christian Knowledge’. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet 1n the study of the divine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Soclety’s cobventions and of the
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions,

Our ‘“‘Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published STUDIES-most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Soclely accords, Vviz., Verbs Dei Mimster (V. D. M.), which translated
into English is Minister of God’s Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated
-~redemption through the precious blood of *“the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for
all”. (1 Peter 1:19; 1 Timothy 2:6) Duilding up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3: 11-
15; 2 Peter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, 1ts further mission is to “make all gee what is the fellowship of the mystery which. . .has
been hid in God, . . . to the Intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God”—“which in other ages
was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”’.—IEphesians 3 : 5-9, 10.

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest
subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in.the holy Scriptures. It-is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
hath spoken—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances, Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident ;
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as a trust, to be used only in his
gervice; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his
good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge. And we not only Invite but urge oun
readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing,

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

That the church 1s “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly ‘‘his workmanship’; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the gospel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when
finished, God's blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20-22;
Genests 28:14; Galatians 3: 29,

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these “living stones”, “‘elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Worhman will bring all together
1n the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be tlie meeting place hetween God and men throughout
the Millennium.—Revelation 15: §-8.

“I'nat the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that *“Jesus Chnst, by the grace of God, tasted death for every
man,” “a ransom for all,”” and will be the true light which hghteth every man that cometh snto the world”, "in due time’.—
Hebrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tumothy 2:5, G.

“rhat the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,”” be “partakers of the divine nature',’ and share hig
glory as his joint-heir.—1 John 3.2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Peter 1:4.

That the present mission of the cburch is _the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop Jn berself every
grace; to be God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests 1n the next age—~—kphesians 4:12; Matthew 243
14 ; Revelation 1: 6; 20:6.

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportumty to be brought to all b
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all tbe willing and obedient, at the bands of thar
when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3;19-23; Isaiah 33.

Christ’s Millennial kingdom, thae
edeemer and his glorified church,

———
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APPROVED WORKMEN

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workmen that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.”—82 Timothy 2 15

NI of the beauties of the Word of God is the
O hrilliant light often found in a simple expression
or sentence. Though some light may be appar-
ent to all, there is such a brightness as exceeds the range
of vision of the natural man. The natural ear is deaf
to sounds too low or too high, and the natural eye is
blind to light too dim or too bright; even though the
ear or the eye may be trained beyond the usual limts.
The car can also be assisted by megaphones, and the eye
by magnifying glass and telescope, yet be unable to de-
tect the high-powered light or hear the heaven-tuned
voices of angels or spirit beings or conditions. Some-
thing more is needed. The Apostle explains that “the
natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of
God ; for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned”. He
also tells us that God dwelleth 1n unapproachable light,
and that no man hath seen or can see him. However,
durmmg the gospel age God has been willing to give a
high-powered sight to such as will comply with the con-
ditions, full consecration and a faithful keeping of the
contract unto death. Speaking of this he says: “But
God hath revealed them unto us by his spirit; for the
spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God”.

The perception of the natural man might be likened.
unto an o1l lamp, and the spirit-illuminated mind to
the electric search-light, which clearly reveals distant
objects, not otherwise discernable. Thus we “look . . .
at the things which are not seen” to the mnatural eye.
The difference is largely in the reflector behind the
light. So with the smritual perception, the Reflector,
Christ, brings the hitherto hidden things to light.

The ahove text is one of those brilhant search-lights
of Scripture thrown upon the pathway of all whose
spiritual eyes have been opened and who endeavor to
follow in the footsteps of their Lord. Kven the natural
man may be able in a general way to see some good 1n
the suggestion of the Apostle to Timothy ; that he should
be diligent, earncst, faithful, and zealous in his God-
appomnted work. But few indeed have ever had the eyes
of their understanding opened to see where the Lord’s
path really leads to. Tet us examine it more carefully

with the aid of other Scriptures.
19

The words themsclves are all simple and need no
special defimtions. It 1s their setfing that gives the text
its brillhancy. Even a piece of common glass may be so
cut by the skilled lapilist that 1t sparkles like a dia-
mond. The diamond 15 made of common coal dust
crystalized.

THE TEXT DIVIDED

As a ray of sunlight divides into the beautifully
colored rainbow under the refraction of the mist, so
this text divades into a seven-fold spiritual bow under
the Lord’s prism of spiritual discernment.

“Study — to show thyself — approved — unto God
— a workman — that needeth not to be ashamed —
rightly dividing the word of truth.”

“Study”] Erom the Greek word speudo, to make an
effort, be prompt or earnest, give diligence, endeavor,
labor. Same word 1s found in 2 4imothy 4:9 and 21,
also in Titus 3: 12 and 2 Peter 1:4. All imply earnest
action, intensity of effort.

“To show thyself”] The application is persohal.
Throw the search-light of the Scriptures upon self, not
upon another. (1 Corinthians 11: 31) Note the Apostle’s
further instructions: “Having therefore these promises,
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of
the Lord”. “But let every man scrutinize his own con-
duct, and then shall he find out, not with reference to
another, but with reference to himself, what he has to
boast of.” (Weymouth) “Test yourselves to discover
whether you are true believers; put your own selves
under examination. Or do you not know that Jesus
Christ 1s within yon, urless you be insincere?” (Wey-
mouth) “Work out your own salvation.” (2 Corinthiang
7:1; Galatians 6:4; ¥ Corinthians 13:5; Philippians
2:12) The concentrated rays of these and many simi-
lar texts focus to an intense light in the simple state-
ment, “To show thyself”.

Many can remember when a harangue to go and
“save souls” was considered a “good gospel sermon”,
and the most important work for the Lord; the impli-
cation being that the speaker and hearers were saved,
of course, and therefore all energies should be concen-
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trated to help the Lord save others. What a wily trick
of the adversary! There is but one soul for each person
to save, and that cannot be done without assistance from
God. “For by grace are ye saved, through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” (Ephesians
2:8) “For it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good pleasure.” (Philippians 2: 13) How
necessary for each one who hopes to receive the promised
reward to “give the more earnest heed to the things
which we have heard, lest at any time we should let
them slip”. (Hebrews 2:1) We should not neglect doing
good to all as we have opportunity, specially to the
household of faith, but first and foremost is the work of
self-development.

“Approved”] Tested, tried; one who has been thor-
oughly examined by a skilled expert. Approved for
what? To receive glory, honor, and immortality. “Bless-
ed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he
is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the
Lord hath promised to them that love him.” (James
1:12) Weymouth renders it, “When he has stood the
test”. The following texts amplify the thought. “The
true character of each individual’s work will become
manifest, for the day of Christ will disclose it, because
that day is soon to come upon us clothed 1 fire, and as
for the quality of every one’s work, the fire is the thing
which will test it.” (Weymouth) “But the God of all
grace, who hath called vou unto his eternal glory by
Jesus Christ, after that ye have snffered awhile, make
vou perfect, stablich, strengthen, settle you.” “For our
Light affliction which 1s but for a moment, worketh out
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”
(1 Corinthians 3:13; 1 Peter 5:10; 2 Corinthans 4:
17) Each apprentice must be passed upon indnadually
before he can receive the diploma of approval.

GOD THE APPROVER

“Unto God” God is the Master Workman betoie whom
all must stand approved, if at all; for “every one of us
shall give an account of himself to God”. “It is God
that worketh in you to will and to do of his good plea-
sure.” “Now that God of peace, that brought again
from the dead our Lord Jesus, . . . make you perfect
in every good work to do his will, working in you that
which is wellpleasing in his sight.” “That ye may stand
perfect and complete in all the will of God.” “Where-
fore let them that suffer according to the will of God
commit the keeping of their souls to him in well-doing,
as unto a faithful Creator.” (Romans 14:12; Philip-
pians 2:13; Hebrews 13:20,21; Colossians 4:12; 1
Peter 4:19) God’s will is the standard by which all
are to be guided, trained, tested, and approved.

“A workman”] One who works, and works at some-
thing definite. “I therefore so run, not as uncertainly;
so fight I, not as one that beateth the air.” (1 Corinth-
jans 9:26) The implication of our text is that it des-
ignates an apprentice, one who is learning a trade. The
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trade or vocation of the follower of Christ is “to do the
will of God”, to grow in love, perfecting holiness, with-
out which no one shall see God; “to give diligence ta
make your calling and election sure”.

“That needeth not to be ashamed”] “So that you may
be men of transparent character, and may be blameless,
in preparation for the day of Christ.” (Weymouth)
“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling,
and to present you faultless before the presence of his
glory, with exceeding joy.” “Wherefore, beloved, seemng
that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be
found of him in peace, without spot and blameless.”
“According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love.” “That he might
present 1t to himself a glorious church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but-that it should be holy
and without blemish.”—Philippians 1:10; Jude 24;
2 Peter 3:14; Ephesians 1:4; 5:27.

“T'o present vou holy and unblameable and unreprove-
able in his sight.” (Colosstans 1:22) In other words a
perfect workman, one who will stand every test.

“Rightly dividing the word of truth”] Every work-
man needs tools, and tools suited to his vocation. Here
the Apostle calls attention to the tools of the Christian,
the Word of God. As a workman needs to understand
ihe use of each tool in his list, and become skilled in
its usc, so it 1s necessary for every Christian to become
familiar with his tools; how and when to use each one;
how to divide rightly between them; how to use them
singly or jointly. No needless tools.have heen supplied
by the Lord; every one is for use; and sooner or later
the Lord will apply the test. The tools are also of the
best material, and peculiar in one respect: they never
need sharpenmng. “The Word of God is iving and active
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to
the dividing of the sonl and spirit, of both joints and
marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents
of the hearts.” (Hebrews 4:12) These tools in the Word
of God might be likened to the electrically-driven tools
now being used very generally, such as electric hammers,
saws, planes, bits, riveting machines, etc.,, which exert
a power far above the power of the workman himself.
They might be said to be alive with energy ; so the power
or spirit of God works through his Word. The Word of
God can cut between the “soul”—the being, the person-
ality with all its powers—and the “spirit”—the motive,
the purpose, the why of each action; and between the
joints and marrow, very close-fitting parts of the natural
body. So the Word cuts between close-related members
of the mystical hody if necessary. “And this I pray, that
your love may abound more and more in knowledge and
wisdom, that ye may try [put to the test] things that
differ”—or which are not 1 harmony with the truth.
(Phulippians 1: 9, 10) Knowledge mayv be likened to an
accumulation of facts, and wisdom the abhility to use
the facts. Thus the Apostle prays that the church may
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have the mnecessary knowledge to work with and the
wisdom to use the knowledge properly in order that all
may develop the necessary result, love.

HEAVEN-PROVIDED INSTRUMENTS

One might have a beautiful set of tools, of the finest
quality, and be very proud of them and always desirous
of exhubting them; but if he knows not how to use
them of what benefit are they to him? So the Apostle
says the possession of knowledge alone “puffeth up”.
A wise workman will not need to show his tools as his
chief recommendation as a skilled mechame, but will
rather let his work speak for him, as the Psalmist re-
minds, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the
firmament showeth his handiwork”.

Tools are of little value without the skill io use them:
They cannot use themselves. So knowledge without wis-
dom 1s of little practical use. Restating our text in the
words of another, “Earnestly seek to commend yourself
to God as a servant who, because of his straightforward
dealing with the word of truth, has no reason to feel
any shame”.—Weymouth

Before a workman 1s employed he must he entered up-
on the “pay-roll”; before he 1s entered upon the pay-roll
there must be an agreement or contract, written or im-
plied. stipulating the conditions of employment and the
consideration of remuneration. Our Lord says: “Many
will say unto me m that day, Loid, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name cast out dev-
ils and in thy name done many wonderful works? And
then will I profess unto them, I never knew you; de-
part from me, ye that work iniquity.” (Matthew 7:22,
23) In other phrase, many will ask the Lord, Why are
we not recewving our wages? Surely we have worked
Lard enough to entitle us to good wages. Just look at
the works, surely you must have seen them, they were
not done 1n private. The answer will be, You never
made any contract with me, nor worked under my direc-
tions. You must have been working for some one else;
or possibly you were working for your sympathies, your
pride, your desire to shine in the sight of others, or some
denominational system. Therefore you cannot expect
me to pay you; you are unjust to expect it of me; you
are not in line with the law, therefore violators, trans-
gressors, workers of iniquity.

ARE WE THE LORD’S?

We need first of all to ascertain if we are on the
Lord’s pay-roll. Have we made a contract to enter his
service? This must be a definite act of conseeration to
do his will. As recorded of our Lord at Jordan, “Then
said I, Lo, I come . . . T0 Do THY WILL, 0 cop”, (He-
brews 10: 7) That was the contract Jesus made with the
heavenly Father; no stipulations or limitations what-
ever. Every one who ever obtains eternal life, whether
as a member of the bride class, of the great company,
or of the restitution class, will have to make that simple,
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yet all-inclusive contract. It will be for God to deter-
mine what the remuneration shall be. All who under-
stand God’s glorious arrangement must acknowledge
that restitution will be a far greater reward than the
best service could merit; hence no one should stop for
an instant to contend for “better wages”. To do so
would be very improper and in the nature of an insult
to God. Even Jesus did not stop to inquire ‘what the
wages would be’. His faith in his Father was sufficient
to know that he would receive no injustice, and that
his reward would doubtless be far above what he could
ask or expect.

Some have the idea there must be some sort of feeling
or mward “push” before they can be sure 1t would be
proper to take the step of consecration. They feel it
might be improper, or self-assertive, to come and offer
themselves without this “evidence” that he desires them.
Such have an erroneous idea of God’s methods, Jesus
says, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest”. (Matthew 11:28) Then
we are to sit down and count the cost, estimate as far
as possible the value of the “exceeding great and pre-
cious promises”, the amount of faith-stock we have in
God’s Bank of Grace, and then come to a definite con-
clusion, irrespective of any feeling or non-feeling. “And
whosoever doth not bear his cross and come after me
[make the contract] cannot be my disciple. For which
of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down
first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient
to fimish it?” (Luke 14:27, 28) T.ct cach answer the
question for himself or herself. whether such a contract
has been signed. If so let this check of faith be cashed:
“Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out”.

We will suppose that each one has thus entered imto
covenant relationship with the Lord and been started
as an apprentice. What next? “Looking unto Jesus the
author and the finisher of our faith” we find that the
first thing he did after taking the vow of full consecra-
tion was to go to the wilderness. He did not fully under-
stand the contract when he signed it at Jordan, for he
was only a& “natural man” and “the natural man re-
ceiveth not the things of the spirit of God; . . . neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually discern-
ed”. He immediately went to the wilderness, to be alone
and unmolested, that he might study the agreement he
had already signed. Did he not act unwisely by signing
something he did not fully comprehend? That would
have been true had he not had sufficient faith in his
Father to believe that he would not ask him to under-
take anything but what would be right and proper. His
faith was thus severely tested at the start. How dili-
gently he studied may be known by the fact that after
forty days of fasting, when he was weak in mind and
body the adversary was permitted to test him on the
points which would appear to be the most pregnable.
Note the devilishness of the adversary in attempting
thus to take advantage of the weakness of another. How
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did our Loid meetl the attack? Always, “It is written”.
Where? In the contract. How did he know? By forty
days’ diligent study with the aid of the holy spirit. So,
the admonition in our text, “study,” applies individu-
ally to the Lord’s followers. If we are to be ‘sanctitied
through the truth’ how can we know unless we also
‘give the more earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let them run out’ as
leakimg vessels?—Hebrews 2: 1.

PRELIMINARY TESTINGS

Supposc a man advertises for a mechanic, and one
applies for the position. The man asks the applicant,
“What can you do?” He might reply, “Anything de-
sired of a first-class mechanic”. The employer desires to
have first-hand knowledge, not mere statement. He de-
termines to test the man. He gives the man a piece of
work to do, the doing of which will test the man as to
his knowledge of machinery and tools. He may put him
at half a dozen jobs and not let him complete one of
them. He just lets him go far enough to demonstrate
his ability in each department, until the workman may
come to the conclusion that his employer does not know
his own mind, is erratic or something wrong somewhere,
and possibly has decided to seek employment with a
man who knows what he wants. Then the employer
calls him into the office and lays before him specifica-
tions for an intricate machine which would test an ex-
pert’s ability. He explains: “I have here some very im-
portant work. Here are the plans in detail, and in that
large shop you will find all the machinery and tools
necessary, also all the materials. I desire you to do the
work for me.” “But,” says the workman in astonishment,
“I have not completed any of those other jobs you start-
ed me at.” “Never mind them. I did not care for any
of them.” “You did not! Then why did you have me
waste so much time on them?” “Oh, you said you were
a mechanic that could do any kind of work, but I did
not know whether you could or not, so I determined to
find out for myself. I would not think of entrusting
such a job as this to any one until I was fully satisfied
whether 1t would be safe or not. So I tested you on all
lines and found you competent. So now, go ahead. I
know you can do it.” What before appeared foolishness
to the workman now was seen to be wisdom itself. “The
Lord your God proveth you, to know whether ye do love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul.”—Deuteronomy 13: 3.

So to the Chrstian. God desires some master work-
men to do a very important work in the future. He has
all the materials and machinery necessary, but no one
can receive an appointment for that work until he has
been thoroughly tested. “TFor when he is tried, he shall
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised
to them that love him.” Sometimes he places us at a
work which seems to us to be very important, and we
exert our zeal and ability to “make good”. Soon the
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Lord may send us off to something entirely different,
which does not appeal to us at all. We wonder why.
Surely we had not made many mistakes. The work seem-
ed prospering under our hands. Then we are not fitted
for the new work, and are liable to make many blunders
and Dhittle if any progress. Was he dissatisfied with us,
and 1s this change given in the nature of a punishment
for some unintentional mistake? Ho such thoughts
are apt to trouble us. It is here we need to know how to
properly “divide the word of truth”,

HOW KNOW THE RIGHT?

Then comes the adversary with his suggestions: ‘How
do you know that you are right, anyway? Do you not
know many who apparently are as conscientious as your-
self, who are endeavoring as loyally as you are to serve
God? How do you know'but that they are right and you
wrong after all? Pretty hard for some one who is chang-
ing your work all the time, apparently not knowing what
he wants himself.” The skilled workman will immedi-
ately reply: I “know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them that are called
according to his purpose” (method and object) ; there-
fore God must be trying me out in the use of some in-
structions (tools) with which I may not be so famihar.
But, then, how may I be sure that I really love him?

God has fully supplied “all things necessary” (2
Peter 1:3) if we but look for them. So over in one
corner we shall find a pawr of perfect balances by which
we may weigh ourselves at any tume. Put a tag on 1t
so we can always find 1t. Aleove 1, shelf 2, hox 83—
1 John 2:3. “And hereby we know that we know [some
people have a knowledge but do not know that they have
it, and when some one tells them their knowledge 1s no
good they believe him and throw 1t away] him, 1r wg
KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS.”

How simple! Not our feelings, nor the amount of
work done. Not how well we can answer questions or
lead a class. Not how many books we can sell or how
good a discourse we can give. Not how much or Little we
think of ourselves or how many flaws we can find in
another. Not how much we have given to the Lord or
how many aches and pamns we may have physically.
(1 Corinthians 13:1-3) Simply, Are we keeping his
commandments to the best of our ability. “If ye-lkeep
my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, even as
I have kept my Jather’s commandments, and abide in
his love.” (John 15:10) How did Jesus know he was
keeping his Father’s commandments? Because he “felt
good”, or because he exerted every last ounc~ of energy
every day, or because he was making such great im-
pressions upon the people? Oh, no. God’s command-
ments were his meditations day and night. (See John
8:28) He stood the test in every department. IIe was
tried in all points like as we are.

Let us note carefully the little instrument in the ad-
joining box. (1 John 2:4) “He that saith, I know him,
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and keepeth not his commandments, 18 A L1AR, and the
truth is not 1 him.” Is every one who claims fo be a
followers of Christ, or a Christian, who does not keep
his commandments a liar? Having made a full conse-
cration to do God’s will, are we not under obligation to
obey? It may not be amiss to test ourselves.

SELF-TESTS

We will {ane a simple test first. “Moreover 1f thy broth-
er shall trespass against thee, go and tell lim his fault
between thee and him alone; if he shall hear thee, thou
hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee,
then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth
of two or three witnesses every word may be established.
And 1f he shall neglect to hear them, tell 1t unto the
church ; but 1f he neglect to hear the church, let him be
unto thee as a heathen man and a publican.” (Matthew
18:15-17) Have we had a brother tiespass against us?
How did we meet the situation? Did we first go round
and tell many others, until we had a good deal of sym-
pathy, and then go to the brother and demand an open
apology? If so what were we doing? The Apostle says
that those who do not keep God’s commandments are
liars. Is that a commandment or not? Did our actions
prove us to be liars? Will God accept liars mnto his king-
dom? Who knows but that God permitted that brother to
commit some act of trespass against us? It may not have
had any willfulness m 1t. It may have been done in
ignorance. At any rate we were given an opportunity
to use thal “tool”. Suppose we reply, “Well, that broth-
er can out-talk us three to one, and no doubt he would
have proven us to be in the fault, Wouldn't that have
been a fine situation!” Well, what of that? The ques-
tion 15, Did we obey the command or not? If not, what
did we do® Can we expect to pass approval if we are
so carcless about the commandments?

Let us try another: “Therefore all things whatsoever
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to
them ; for this is the law and the prophets”. (Matthew
7:12) Suppose in the course of a class election some
brother who is not quite up to our ehte standard as to
ability as a public speaker, and whose grammar “mur-
ders the queen’s English” and his manners are not as
genteel as desired. Withal a good brother, and has much
of the spirit of the Lord, but we would never have voted
for him if we had been present at the meeting. We
think, What did the class elect him for? We should
think they would be ashamed of themselves. We never
get any good whenever he tries to explain anything.
We will not go to any classes he leads. Ah, suppose the
matter were just turned around, and the class had
thought well to elect you as elder, how would you like
to have him act towards you? Would you like to have
him go around and show up your shori-comings and
make deprecatory remarks regarding you? Would it not
be nice if he were to ask the Lord to bless your ministry,
and endeavor to study his lessons that whenever he were
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asked a question you could always depend upon getting a
studied answer, one that showed thought and care? If we
criticize and find fault what are we domg? “And keepeth
not his commandments 1s a ?” Possibly the Lord
overruled that that brother should be elected that we
might be tried on that very pomnt. Again, suppose the
class were to elect another instead of reelecting us to
eldership. Then we determine to “let the class go to
preces, if they do not appreciate that only by our un-
tiring efforts 1t has been kept gomg as long as it has.
It will teach them a lesson.” Would we have liked 1t
if others were to act that way when we were elected
elders? The same command apples to all the relation-
ships of life. From the elder to the class; from the
husband to the wife, from the wife to the husband;
the test is a broad ome.

THREE IMPORTANT INSTRUMENTS

There seem to be three “tools” with which more of
the Lord’s people have cut themselves than any others
in the whole list. Many seem to have been so badly cut
that they have spiritually bled to death. How can one
bleed to death spiritually? If we see some one cut with
a sword or knife, and he bleeds until there is no more
activity left, we conclude he has bled to death physically.
If one is cut spiritually and loses all activity in the
Lord’s service, is it unreasonable to conclude such a one
has bled to death spiritually? Let each reader recall the
personal misunderstandings, class controversies, divi-
sions among 'the workers, as far as personal knowledge
may cover, and ask how many of these could easily have
been avoided if the following “tools” had been carefully
bandled : “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty
hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.” “Let
none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as
an evildoer, or as a busy-body in other men’s matters.”
“Siudy to be quiet and do [mind] your own business.”
(1 Peter 5:6; 4:15; 1 Thessalonians 4:11) Rather
hard for a “busy-body” to be classed with murderers,
thieves, and evil-doers. If the above had been carefully
heeded, all ambition, haughtiness, pride, desire to lord
1t over others, effort to run some one else’s affairs, and
the troubles that follow in their wake would have been
ehminated. It was lack of humility that caused Lucifer
to fall. If we seek to exalt ourselves; if we go nosing
around in other people’s business; if we do not study to
be quiet, and a long list of other questions, what are
we doing? Keeping his commandments or not? If not
what are we proving ourselves to be? Let us recall the
text again, “Study to show thyself approved”.

BLEEDINGS FROM CUTS

We might cite an instance or so from the history of
the harvest period. Those who have been long in the
work can remember the sifting of 1894. Some of the
office force at the Bible House, then at Allegheny (now
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N. 8. Pittsburgh), Pa., became impressed with their
own importance and concluded that Brother Russell was
taking “too much of the authority and honors” upon
himself, and that they were not receiving proper credit
for what they were doing. It reminds us of Numbhers
16:3. They wrote a very scurrilous pamphlet accusing
Brother Russell of many things. Having access to the
Warca Towsr list they mailed the pamphlet to all the
Towkr subscribers. It struck the church like a bolt of
lightming from a clear sky. It shivered from stem to
stern. Could Brother Russell be such a man as there
insinuated? Many went immediately to the Lord for
the promised grace to stay their faith. Brother Russell
had not harmed any member of the church, but hudl
been a messenger at the hands of the Liord for their
blessing. Nevertheless, some were eager to “busy-body™
in other men’s matters; 1t was not long until they began
to show signs of loss of spiritual blood, and later all
signs of vitality vanished. Neglecting the commandment
of the Lord, they laid themselves open to attack by the
poisonous darts of the adversary, who was quick to nots
their shattered defense of faith. What was the result?
So far as we have been informed none of those who
were thus disobedient to the Lord’s Word ever became
interested again in the active work of the harvest. We
are not judging, but our Lord advises us to note care-
fully the fruit on a tree.

Again in 1908 when the vow was brought forth many
gave themselves much trouble i busy-bodying and evil-
speaking about Brother Russell, accusing him of im-
morality and of then bringing out the vow and demand-
ing that others take it in order to cover his own sms.
What was the result? The same as in 1894, Apparently
“the earth [business and worldly cares and interests]
opened her mouth, and swallowed them up,” as {ar as
any further spiritual activity in the harvest is concerned.
Many can recall more recent trymg experiences. Again
the ship of church was struck and shivered from stem
to stern. Agam many sought the Lord for strength of
faith to trust him amid the storm. He answered the
prayers of all such. Others seemed not to mamifest the
same spirit. What has heen the result? We see a large
number of divisions, and these are subdividing, again
and again, apparently so interested in personal or class
affairs that but little if any time is left for the Lord’s
work. But it is not for us to find out where any one
else stands. Our contract reads: “Test yourselves to
discover whether you ave true believers: put your own
selves under ezaminatiwn”. Agam, “Judge not that ye
be not judged”. The moment we attempt to pass judg-
ment upon another we disobey our Lord’s command-
ments and place ourselves in line to be eounted liars.
We doubt not that most of those who were formerly
with us are still conscientious and think they do God’s
service. To think otherwise would be to accuse them
of hypocrisy, and many who have been pleased {o work
with us again have assured us they were thoroughly
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convinced that they were pleasing God when they sep-
arated from us, but have been very thaukful that they
saw differently later on. If the Apostle would not even
judge himsel{, much less another, and cautioned us to
“form no premature judgments, but wait untl the
Lord returns [whol will both brmg to Light the secrets
of darkness and will opealy disclose the motives that
have been 1n people’s hearts,” we should carefully heed
the words. We may talic warning from the experiences
of others as the Apostle suggested n Ius dav. (1 Timo-
thy 1:19; 2 Timothy 4:14, 15) Some of these”dear
friends tell us they thonght they were standing for
primeiple hut forgot that principle 1¢ a rule of action,
and that God’s prineiple 1 his rule for our action, and
anything contrary to that 1s disobedience, irvespective
of our own private impressions or preferences.

OIL AND BALM

What then should be our attitude towards those who
claim to be able to pass judgment as to who are of the
Iittle flock, and who are of the great company and who
are elsewhere? Simply follow instruction: “Now I
bescech you, brethren, mark them which cause divi-
sions and offenses contrary to the doctrines which ye
have learned, and avoid them”.(Romans 16:17) Simyple
enough. Nothing further i1s incumbent upon us. This
does not mean that we are to brand them as culpnits,
or liars, or say that are worthy of the second death, or
even speak evil of them in any way. That 1s not our
business. Let others do as they think best. “As for me
and my house, we will serve the Lord,” should be the
heart attitude of every child of God. We all have suf-
ficient to do to “cleanse ourselve from all filthiness of
the flesh and spirit,” otherwise we shall miss the mark,
and find ours lves unapproved of God.

“Not neglecting, as some hahtually do, to meet to-
gether, but encouraging one another. and doing this all
the more since you see the day of Christ approaching.”
This does not mean that we shall get up from sick beds
and go whether we are physically able or not, but to use
the spirt of a sound mind and come together as often
as we can within all reasonable limitations.

We merely eall attention to a few of the paragraphs
of the contract, or some of the “tools” if we like the
Mustration, as an indication how we may be able to
study to show ourselves approved unto God, workmen
that need not to be ashamed, mghtly dividing his Word
of truth. By this simple rule we shall never go far
astray; for ‘the sparit 1tsclf will bear witnese with our
spirit that we are the children of God.,” and., “as many
as are led by the ¢pint of God, they are the sons of God,”
for “at is the spirit that quickeneth . . . the words
[sayings] that I speak unto you, they are tépmt and
they are life”. (John 6:63) If we carefully endearor to
follow the Lord’s commands we may be sure he will
never permit us to go far from the path that leads to
the crown.
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God has not overlooked supplying some “oil” and
“balm” in case we get hurt with the tools, on account
of not knowing how to use them well. “If any may sin
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Chnst the
righteous.” “If we confess our sins, he 1s faithful and
just to forgive us our sms, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” “That by two immutable thmgs,
which it was 1mpossible for God to lie, we might have
strong consolation, who have {led for refuge to lay hold
upon the hope set hefore u<” “Whercfore secing we
also are compassed about with so great a clond of wit-
nesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the s which
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
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tace set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and
finisher of our faith ; who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God.” “Where-
fore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure; for if ye do these things, ve
ghall never fail; for so an entrance shall be mimstered
unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” “If children, then
heirs: heirs of God. and joint-heirs with Chrnst; if so
be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorfied
together.”

ELIJAH IN NABOTH'S VINEYARD

— — JanNvary 29 —1 Kings 21:1-29 — —

AHAR'S SELFISO GREED — HIS BABYISH PETULANCE — AHAB'S APPARENT TRIUMPH — ELIJAH’S COMMI1SSION — (:0D'S JUDGMENT.

“Be sure your smn will find you out”—Numbers 32:23.

O ONx can so inspire a man to noble purposes as a
N noble woman, and no one so thoroughly degrade a

man as a wife of unworthy tendencies. All that was
worth admiration 1n the chairacter ot Henry V1 was a te-
reflection of the heroies of his wife Maiguret. William,
Prince of Orange, wus 1estored to the vight path by the grand
qualities of his wife Mary. Justinian, the Roman emperor,
confessed that his wise laws were the suggestion of his wife
Theodora. Andrew Jackson, the warrior and president, had
his mightiest reenforcement in his plain wife, whose 1nar-
tistrc attire was the amusement of the elegant circles in
which she was invited Washington, who broke the chain
that held Americh in foreign vassalage, wore for forty years
a chain around his own neck, the chain holding the minija-
ture likeness of her who had been his greatest inspiration,
whether among the snows at Valley FForge or the honors of
the presidential chair.” While this is but a bit of worldly
observation and leaves small room for the virtues of a
Joseph, still there 1s much truth in it.

Jezebel is maiked by the incidents of this lesson, if we
had no other record of her evil way, as being a most dia-
bolical woman. The tenderness which belongs to her sex had
entirely given place to the feeling of envy, pride, and am-
bition, incident to her great exaltation to power as the wife
of king Ahab She was ready to instigate perjury, and the
foulest of murder, to gratify her whims, or to please those
who truckled to her vanity And the terrible degradation
to which the people of Israel and their elders, who were
presumably of average or more than average intelligence,
had descended, is shown by their willingness to obey their
wicked queen, in utter disregard of their own consciences
and of justice. It 1s doubiful whether our disgust should
be creater with the queen, who mstignted the evil, or with
the elders, who so supincly became her tools to accomplish
it. This shows, however, that where a people lose sight of
the crand teachings of the law of the Lord, and come under
the mnfluence of the devil, throuch other religions, there is
no knowing where the corruption of meorals will end: all
sense of justice and right seems to become obliterated in
propottion as people are willfully separated from the Lord
and from the word of his testimony.

THE SIN OF COVETOUSNESS

The beginning of this crime perpetrated by Jezebel and
the elders of Israel—the murder of Naboth and his sons

(2 Kings 9: 26)—was Ahab’s sin of covetousness. He coveted
Naboth’s vineyard, and wished to purchase it, and, as the
sequel shows, although lie did not perpetrate the crime of
murder himself, he was quite satished with the crime and
its results, and hastened to appropriate the murdered man's
vineyard at the earliest opportunity. There is a great lesson
here for Christian people today. While the ¢rime of murder
is recognized and thoroughly reprobated, the crime of covet-
ousness 15 now not only general and common, but almost
approved as proper. It seems to be generally practised, and
almost without a suspicion as to its being wrong, sinful,
condemned of the Lord, and fruitful of many evil works of
the flesh and of the devil.

Nor is the church of God free from those who have this
spirit of covetousness. It inspires many petty jealousies and
envyiwngs and strifes as to which should be greater, for hon-
orable postitions, etc. And how many large and small scan-
dals have been the 1esults of covetousness, and a desire to
break down the influence of one, for the purpose of estab-
lishing the influence of another, or of himself or herself.

Ahab coveted the vineyard of Naboth. He wanted it for
a truck garden. And when Naboth declined to part with
his inheritance Ahab was childishly petulant about it. He
pouted. Jezebel found him pouting and said: Why don't you
be a man with some stamina and backbone! Stand by: I'll
show you how to get your truck gaiden in no time. And
she did.

From Samaria, Ahab’s capital, Jezebel “wrote letters in
Ahab’s nume, and sealed them with his seal, and sent the
letters unto the elders and to the nobles that were in his
city, dwelling with Naboth,” i. e., to the elders and nobles
that were in Jezreel, the summer capital of king Ahab,
about twenty miles north of Samaria. “And she wrote In
the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high
among the people, and set two men, sons of Belial, before
him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and the king: and
then carry him out, and stone him, that he may die.” The
law required two witnesses, at least, in all cases where the
punishment was death. (Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15; Mat-
thew 26 60) The witnesses required by Jezebel were men
of no character, who would take bribes, and swear to any
lie. We are reminded of the two false witnesses set up by
the Jews to convict Jesus—and on the same charges as those
brought against Naboth.

That Ahab was not displeased at the conduct of Jezebel is
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shown by his ready acceptance of the fruits of her villainy;
and this fact, in connection with the fact that the Lord
sent the reproof as much to Ahab as to Jezebel, leaves room
for the inference that he had intentionally worked upon the
teelings of Jezebel, with a view to getting her (more cour-
ageous for wickedness than himself) to devise and carry out
plans for the satisfaction of his covetousncess. Ahab may
have thought Jezebel a wee bit rough, but—'she gets there’.

So some today seeny to feel free to covet the pussessions
of others, social, rehgious, financial, or otherwise, and to
take possession of these, if possible, but they strive to have
the dirtiest part of the work done by others, or at least not
directly by themselves. But such unquestionably are sharers
in every crime to which their covetousness by any road
may lead others.

“LOVE ENVIETH NOT”

Let all who have named the name of Christ be especially
on guard respecting this deceptive covert sin; and the best
ounce of protection that we can take agcainst it (far better
than any pound of cure after it has entered in) is to have
our hearts permeated with the spirit of love, of which we
are told, “Love woirketh no ill to his neighbor”. And more
than this, “T.ove 1< kind., . | envieth not; . .. seek-
eth not her own” interests merely, but is concerned for the
mterests of others, love 1» helpful, generous, good.—1 Cor-
mthians 13: 4, 5.

As an illustration of how hypocrisy usually accompanies
covetousness, seeking to cover up the real motives and in-
tentions not only from fellow creatures, but from one's own
conscience, and from the L.ord, note in this lesson how Jeze-
bel accomplished her purpose through the appointment of a
ieast, and the giving of Naboth, the victim, the seat of
honor in connection therewith.

But while the Lord did not interfere to protect Naboth
nor to prevent the machinations of the evil one and his
servants, he nevertheless took note of the evil, and did not
permit it to pass unpunished. Accordingly, when Ahab went
ip to take possession of the vineyard, and to rejoice his
heart that his covetous desires had reached accomplishment,
the Lord sent Elijah to meet him in the vineyard. Ahab
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recognized the Prophet at once, and, evidently smitten by
conscience, exclaimed: “Hast thou found me, O mine ene-
my?’ How prone we are to mistake our enemies. Ahab
thought Elijah was his worst of foes, but had he known
it, he was his best of friends. Elijah answered, “I have
found thee; becuuse thou hast sold thyself to work evil
in the sight of the Lord”. Then follows the prophecy of
violent deaths to his children; foretelling also how that the
dogs should eat Jezebel: all literally fulfilled later. Out of
twenty bad kings, Ahab was the worst.

REPENTANCE AND A SLEEPING JUDGMENT

However, Ahab was learning to have great confidence in
the word of Elijah, and in the power of Jehovah; and when
he heard this prophecy, “he rent his clothes, and put sack-
cloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and
went softly”. On account of this degree of repentance the
Lord sent word through Elijah that the calamities prophe-
sied would not be in Ahab’s day, but in the days of his
sons. The fact that sinners may for a time go unpunished,
the apostle Peter shows us, 1s a mark of God's patience
and forbearance, and not an indication that he will not
reward both the welldoer and the evildoer.

Someone has said, “The covetous person lives as if the
world were made altogether for him, and net he for the
world; to take in everything, and to part with nothing”.
The only covetousness encouraged by the spirit of righteous-
ness and the Word of the Lord is that mentioned by the
Apostle, “Covet earnestly the best gifts’-—the gifts of divine
grace, which neither rob others, nor make*God the poorer.—
1 Corinthians 12: 31.

“How Ahab longs! Ahab must be possest

Of Naboth’s vineyard, or can find no rest.

Ahab grows sullen; he can eat no bread:

His body prostrates on his restless bed.

Ahab’s desire must not be withstood,

It must be purchas’d, though with Naboth’s blood
Unlawful pleasures, when they jostle further

Than ordinary bounds, oft end in murther.
Methinks the grapes that cluster from that vine
Should (being prest) afford more blood than wine.”

ELIJAH TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN

— — FEBRUARY § —2 KiNGs 2:1-18 — —
ELISHA’S CONSTANCY — THE JOURNEY TO JERICHO IN REVERSE ORDER TO THAT OF ORIGINAL ENTBANCE OF ISRAELITES — TAKEN
UP BY WHIRLWIND — THE MANTLE OF ELIJ AH.
“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life.”—Revelation 2:10.

suggest that Elijah had a specially protected Life, that

it was not subject to the power of his enemies, that he

was wholly under divine control. This was true, we remem-
ber, of Jesus in the flesh. The «cribes and Pharisees made
many attempts at his life before the successful one, but
could not harm him previously because ‘“his hour was not
yet come”. So with every member of his body in the flesh,
not even a hair of their heads could fall without divine
notice and permission. These are not to esteem that any
of their affairs are accidental, for being fully consecrated
to the Lord and fully accepted by him, all of their affairs,
great and small, are under divine supervision—their health
or sickness, their rights or privileges, their joys or sorrows.
Elijah and Elisha were at Gilgal, one of the cities at
which was located a “school of the prophets”, where piously-
inclined young men sought instruction respecting the divine
law under the supervision of those wbo were recognized as
prophets, and with a view to becume doctors or expounders
of the law of God in the various cities in which they lived.

THE words, “When the Lord would take up Elijah,”

Elijah :and Elsha had been at this place for some time, and
now Elijuh proposed a journey, suggesting that Elisha go
not with him. The latter, however, would not forsake the
older prophet, whom he styled his master, and toward whom
he performed the duties of a body-servant. So they went
together to Bethel, at which was located another school of
the prophets. We are not told how long was the stay at
Bethel, nor what the prophets did or said at the school,
but we do know that the pupils, known as the sons of the
prophets, came privately to Elisha and In confidential whis-
pers asked him if he was aware that the Lord was about
to take from him his master Elijah.

Elisha’s answer was that he did know it, but did not
wish to discuss the matter. Evidently he was filled with
sorrow at the thought of the loss he was about to sustain,
for everything indicutes that during the ten years or more
that he had heen Elijah’s servant and co-laborer in the
prophetic office a deep personal attachment had sprung up
between the two men, who 1in some respects were very dis-
similar. Again Xhijah suggested that Elisha should tarry
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while he would go on to the city of Jericho; but again,
with strong vociferations of his earnestness, Elisha declined
to leave his master.

When they arrived at Jericho Elisha had a similar ex-
perience, the sons of the prophets again asking him whether
or not he had heard of the Lord’s intention to take up the
Prophet, and again he refused to discuss the matter. For
the third time Elijah suggested to hum that he tarry while
he would go farther under the Lord’s direction, not to a
city but to the river Jordan. but Ehsha would not tarry,
and they went on. Appareatly the prophers of this last
school, fifty in number, while modestly refraining from
following with Eljah and Elishia, nevertheless were deeply
interested in the event they knew was about to take place.
They went to a prominent point near Jericho, high above
the river Jordan and overlooking it, and there witnessed
what occurred. In the distance they beheld Elijah take off
his mantle and roll 1t into something resembling the form
of a club, and therewith smite the waters of the river
Jordan, dividing them so that the two passed over as the
Israelites had long before done by the miracle which the
Lord wioeught thtough Joshua at very nearly the same point.
On the prophets went, up the steep hillside beyond Jordan
—quite possibly Mount Nebo, where Moses died.—Deuter-
onomy 32 49,50.

THE BLESSING CRAVED

As the two prophets went on Elijah asked Elusha what
blessing he would most desire at his hand before their
separation. The latter requested a double portion of Elijuh’s
spirit. This was the famliar way of expressing an elder
son’s portion —a double portion as compared with other
members of the family. Ehsha aspired to have of the Lord
a recognition as the Lord’s special representative instead
of Elijah when the latter was gone The answer was that
his request would be granted if he should see Elijah at the
time of his 1aking. This seemed to imply that circumstunces
or conditions would tend to separate the two, and 1f they
were separited from any cause Ehsha would fail of the
bles<ing desired.

It is to be noted that, after the Lord had determined to
take LElijah up, he ted him by a circuitous route, and at the
various stopping-places Elitah suggested that Elisha tarry:
but to have suifered anything to separate Ilnm from Elijah
would have excluded him from the desired blessing, and,
as above seen, Illisha clung closely to the Prophet, allowing
nothing to detain him or hinder his being with Elijah to
the very last.

The record is that Elijah and Elisha were separated by
a chariot of fire, and that Elijah was taken up not by this,
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but by a whirlwind into heaven. Elijah’s mantle, sym-
bolical of his authority and dignity, fell to Elisha, as was
prophetically implied ten years before when he was invited
to become Elijah' servant. Elisha took off his own outer
garment ot mantle and tore 1t into two parts, an act in that
day symbolical of grief, sorrow, mourning, and then instead
of his own he appropriated Elijah's mantle.

Elsha, calling upon the name of the Lord, returned by
the 1oute which they had come, arriving at Jordan, and
used Elijah’s mantle as a rod to smite the waters of Joirdan,
knowing that if the power of God was with him, as it
previously was with Elijah, then the same results would
follow in his case, and the waters would divide at his com-
mand as they previously had done at Elnah’s. His faith
was undoubtedly made stronger by the manifestation of
divine favor in connection with the <eparation of the waters,
while he passed :ncross to the westein side of Jordan, whele
the sons of the prophets awaited him 3When they saw the
miracle wlinch Ehsha had worked, using IEhjah’s mantle as
his instiument, at once they cried, “The <puit of Elijah
doth rest on Elisha” And in quick acceptance of his new
supremacy, they came and bowed hetoire him, acknowledz-
ing him as their chief. Nevertheless the question of Elijah’s
mystet 1ous disuppearance troubled the sons of the prophets.
Elisha withstood their desire to search for the body till 1t
seemed unseemly to oppose it, as if he feared that the
diseovery of a still Iiving Elijah would deprive him of his
new preéminence. So he allowed them to search, and when
they came back without EElijah or his dead body he was
human enough to suy, in effect, ‘T told-you so’.

A DOUBLE POWER

It is an mterestina fact connected with the ‘double por-
tion’ of DIjah’s spirit which 1ested on Llisha that the lafter
performed just twice as many miracles as his master. The
list. of miracles 48 as tollows*

Eriran (1 and 2 Kimgs) : (1} Shutting heaven (17-1);
(2) mil multiphied (17 14), (3) widow’s son raised (17:
22, 23); (4) fire {rom heaven (18-38). (5) ram (18-,
(6) flie on fifty (2 Kings 1 10), (7) fire on fifty (2 Kin<ws
1:12): (8) Jordan dinvided (2 Kings 2:8).

ErtsHa (2 Kings): Jordan divided (2:14); (2) waters
healed (2 21) (3) bears from wood (2°24); (4) water
for kings (8:20)., (5) o1l for widow (4:1-6); (6) gift of
son (4:16,17), (7) raising trom dead (4°35); (S) healmg
of pottage (4:41); (9) bread multiplied (4:43); (10) Naa-
man healed (5°10); (11) Gehaz: smtien (5:27); (12)
iron to swim (6:6); (13) supernatural sight (6-17): (14)
smiting blindness (6:18); (15) restoring sight (6.20);
(16) one after death (13:21).

ELISHA AND THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN

— -— JFEBRUARY 12 — 2 Kings_4:8-37 — —

THE SHUNA]\IMITE’S HOSPITALITY ~ THE PBOPHET’S CHAMBER — THE SHUNAMMITE TAKES HER NEED TO ELISHA — ELISHA'S
GOD-GLVEN POWER— “TAKE UP THY SON "

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour cometh, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and
they that heuar shall Live."—John 5:25.

HUNEM (the modern village of Solam) was ahout five
miles north of Jezreel, on the northern border of the
Plain of Jezreel, southeast of Mount Carmel, and

southwest of the Sea of Galilee. It belonged to the tribe
of Issachar (Joshua 19:18) and there the Philistines en-
camped before the battle of Gilboa. (1 Samuel 28:4) The
particular feature of today’s lesson, the Shunammite woman
and her son, contains a suggestion of the great restitution
blessing of awakening the dead. This Shunammite has the
record of the Scriptures that she was “a great woman”,
Apparently she and her husband were comfortably situated

in life, perhaps indeed the greatness referred in part to
wealth, but evidentlv she was a more than ordinary woman
in other respects, as 15 mdicated by the narrative. She may
have been superior to her husband in intelligence, as the
narratine seems to indicate. She had the kind of greatness,
too. which recognizes goodness, and reverences the Lord,
and those who are his. Seeing the Prophet pass her place
occasionally, probably on hLis way to the schools of the pro-
phets, she hospitably urged him to take dinner with her,
and so, apparently, every time he passed that way he
stopped to partake of her hospitality.
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BOTH NOBLE AND REVERENT

The more this great woman saw of the Lord's prophet
the more she realized that it was a favor to have him under
the roof, so she said to her husband, “Behold now, I per-
ceive that this. is an holy man of God which passeth by us
continually. Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on
the wall, and let us set for him there a bed, and a table,
and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he
cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither.” Although ap-
parently the husband was less i1eligiously inclined than his
wife, and perhaps less “great’” in some other respects, yet
this courteous request, expressed in so wifely and proper a
manner, appealed to him, and was acted upon, and we may
say that part of the womun’s greatness is manifested in
this her dealing with her own husband. How many women
there are who, if they felt themselves the greater of the
two, would altogether forget the propriety of consulting
with the husband, the divinely appointed head of the family,
and requesting codperation in religious work and heneiol-
ence, rather than demanding it. Modesty and humility are
true signs of greatness, both in men and i women.

Hotels and lodging houses and restaurants were not :ir-
rangements of those days, and consequently hospitality was
more practised than today. In some respects we have lost
considerably by the change of customs, for the spirit of
hospitality seems to be considerably less than in olden
times. We believe that a blessing, spiritual 1f not temporal,
comes to all who seek to cultivate this spirit of loving
generosity, benevolence, kindness, in the entertainment of
the Lord's servants, and in general the household of faith,
as they may have opportunity.

A similar spirit of benevolence and thoughtfulness for
others was in the Prophet, who requested his servant to
notice whether or not the kind entertainer was lacking of
anything which would minister to her comfort, which he
could supply. The answer was that she was childless; and,
seizing the opportunity, the Prophet informed her that she
should have a son. There is a lesson here for each of us,
to the effect that if we are the recipients of favor from
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others—from either the Lord or his people—if we have the
same spirit we will seek to do something in return. Those
who accept of the favors of others, and lack the desire and
fail to seek the opportunity to do as much or more 1n return,
are certainly lacking the Lord’s spirit in this particular.

Years passed ; the child grew to boyhood, and while in the
harvest field was taken ill with something like suustroke,
and died. The mother, with exhibitions of great faith, laid
the dead child in the Prophet’s room, upon his bed, and
immediately started with her servant in all haste to find
the Prophet.

“IS IT WELL?”

When the Prophet by the mouth of his selvant asked,
“Is 1t well”” she had faith enough to answer, “It 1s well”;
and, reaching the Prophet’s pre<ence, she reminded him of
the fact that she had not requested the son, that he had
been a gift, and intimated that 1f now the lad were tuaken
away, wsteid of being a gift or henefaction to her the mat-
ter would be only a sortow; ret she did not say that the
boy was dead, apparently having full confidence 1n the power
of God, through the Prophet, to awaken him, even from the
sleep of death. The Prophet, full of faith also, sent lus statf
to be laad upon the child, at the hands of the seivant, but
the mother had not so much faith in the staff as . the
Prophet, and would be sitistied with nothing less than it
visit from him.

When Elisha arrived he tound the child dead, but neither
did this stigger s faith  he shut the door. and prayed te
the Father in secret. Not only did he pray. but used such
couperative means as were at his commaik. Finally the
Lord granted the awakening of the child from the sleep of
death, and the Prophet delivered mim to his mother, whose
faith had thus its reward

We are not to consider this as a resurrection of the dead,
in the proper Scriptural sense of the word resurrection It
was merely a temporary awakening from the sleep of deuth,
as in the case of Lazarus and the son of the widow-ot Nain,
and the daughter, of Jairus.

ELISHA AND NAAMAN THE SYRIAN

~— — FEBRUARY 19 —2 KirGs 5:1-27 — —

A GREAT MAN, BUT A LEPER — A POOR MAN, BUT GOD S PROPHET — “G0, WASH'' — JEHOVAI[I THL ONE GOD — GEHAZI'S LEPROSY.

“Bless Jehovah, O my soul, and forget not all s benefits: who forgweth all thine miquilies; who healeth all thy diseases.”
—Psalin 103:2, 8.

LISHA’'S fame was evidently quite general throughout
Israel, and this lesson tells us of its spread to Syria,
the adjoining kingdom, through one of its captives—
a maidservant in the household of one of Syria’s principal
generals, For some reason the Lord seems to have had more
interest in Syria than in the other nations of the world
outside of Israel and Judah. The reason of this probably
lies in the fact that king David conquered Syria and incor-
porated it as a part of the twelve-tribe kingdom, and it so
continued during the period of Solomon’s reign. It was thus
considerably permeated with Israelitish influence. At the
time of the revolt of the ten tribes and the division of
Israel into two kingdoms, the kingdom of Syria seems to
have regained 1ts independence : nevertheless, because of its
intimate relationship with the people of Israel, Elijah the
prophet was authorized to anoint Hazuel to be king over
Syra, as indicating a personal oversight of that people on
the Lord’s part, more than of other gentile nations. No
doubt because of this intimacy with Israel Syria is fre-
quently also referred to in the prophets, and her captivity
to Babylon wag foretold.

At all events, affairs so shaped themselves as to bring to
the chief general of Syria a better knowledge of the true
God, Jehovah, and that through the instrumentality of the
little bondmaid. Naaman, with- all his prowess in war, and
his favor with the king, and the honor done him by the
people, had a very serious ailment — leprosy. A man of
wealth and position, he would have given almost anything
to be free from the loathsome disease. The little maid, so
far from feeling envious, revengefnl, and wickedly toward
her captors, was evidently exercised by a henevolent, kindly
disposition; and perhaps indeed she had been well cared
for by her captors, and was appreciative. Seeing the gen-
eral’s trouble, she called the matter to the attention of
her mistress. assuring her that there was a prophet in Israel
who could heal him.

She probably knew nothing about the name of the Pro-
phet. nor about his resident city, but her account was suf-
ficiently explicit to awaken the interest of her master, the
leper, who started out on his journey to the land of Israel,
to see the Prophet. Naturally, he sought to bring as much
influence to bear as possible, and hence took letters from
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the king of Syr1a to the king of Israel, as well as valuable
prosents of money, fine apparel, ete, This would be expected
of a wealthy man, dealing with a wealthy man, a king.
And the thought in the mind of the general, as well as in
that of the Syrian king, evidently was that any prophet so
notable as the one indicated, and able to cure any kind of
disease, and who had already performed wonderful cures,
would be found at the royal court, specially favored of the
king, and made a high oflicer in some sense in the kingdom.

Iience it was that so remaikable a letter was written,
which for the timc confounded the king of Israel. It read:
“I have helewith sent Naaman, m) servant, to thee, that
thou muyst recover him of his leprosy”. Leprosy was recog-
nized uas bemng an incurable disease; therefore the king of
Israel at once surmised that the king of Syria wished to
pick a quarrel with him, and to have an excuse for another
mvasion, to calry olf more spoil and more captives. The
rending or tearing of the outer garments was, in olden
times, a sign of sore distress, perplexity of mind; but it
was much less of an operation than it would have been with
modern clothes. The action of the king was evidently soon
noised abroad and came to the ears of Elisha, who at once
sent word that the king need have no perplexity, but should
send the leper to him, intimating that he would be healed.

All of this experience doubtless seemed very striunge to
Naaman, as he found that the king knew nothing about such
a person at first, and finally had sent him to a lowly house.
He was still more surprised and disappointed when the
Prophet did not even think it worth while to come out and
salute him, or do obeisance, or make particulur nquiry,
or say any words of enchantments, but sent a commonplace
message, that he needed to go and wash several times. He
was 1ndignant , he knew that the waters of the river Jordan
were muddy, far less likely to wash away any defilement
than the waters of his own city, Damascus, which were
beautitul, clear mountain streams. Naamuan was wroth:
had he come a long journey, and with an imposing outfit
of chariots and setvants, to be treated like a dog? Was
he not a great man with his master, the king of Syria, and
was not the latter an nfluential king in those parts® “So
he turned and went away in a rage.”

Leprosy in the Scriptures, because it was incurable, and
because 1t eats as a canker, 1s used as a symbol of sin,
which cannot be eradicated from the blood and the system,
except by divine power. Sometimes great sinners, and
wealthy sinners, recognize themselves as sinners, and de-
sire to be cleansed, and some of these are inclined to think
that there should be some special manner of dealing with
their cases, different from the general one: for they are
willing to give of their influence or of their means. They
forget that our God 1s not poor; all the gold and silver are
his, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. It is, therefore,
difficult for wealthy people to humble themselves, and to
come to the Lord in the only attitude of humble obedience
that will attain the desired end; hence it is that the Lord
said: “How hardly shall they that have riches enter into
the kingdom of heaven”—with what great difficulty will
they get in—how few of them will get in. And this applies
not only to the great riches of money, but also to riches
of reputation and to wealth of learning. Hence we see
that 1t is much easier for poor people, and unlearned peo-
ple, and people without great reputations to come to the
Lord and to accept the great gift of his grace, upon his
conditions In coming to the Lord there is no difference
between the king and the beggar; both need his bounty, his
grace, and it is offered to both on precisely the same terms.

Naaman had evidently some sensible companions, servants,
or possibly under-officers, who “came near”, approached him
in a moderate and wise manner, and offered him some good
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advice, saying in substance: We know how disappointed
you feel, we know that if this prophet had demanded of
you some great thing you would have been pleased to per-
form 1t, and not only so but would have been pleased to
reward him handsomely, and now because he has ignored
your wealth and your presents, and has bidden you do some-
thing: which seems quite commonplace, it is well calculated
to make you resentful; but consider the other side: it is
an easy thing to perform, and we advise that you do so
forthwith.

How excellent a thing 1s good counsel; it is needed not
only by the foolish. but needed :lso by the wise as in this
case. Naaman was undoubtedly a wiser and abler man
than his servants, yet in the present case he was so closely
interested that his judgment did not act as well as theirs;
and they weie wise servants, and were surely the more
appreciitted by Naaman for not obsequiously joining with
him and agreeing with his every word and every thought,
The true greatness of Naaman is also here incidentally
brought forward. Had he been a man of inferior mind, he
would have been so haughty and dignified that his seryants
could not even have offered him a suggestion; or, receiving
it of them, he would have resented 1t as being from an
inferior source; considering that his servants were not
qualitied to offer him any suggestions. But being a wise
man, *a great man,” as our lesson expresses it, he was not
unapproachdble, nor inclined to disrespect sound, reasonable
advice, even though it came from an unexpected and humble
quarter.

Naaman dipped him-elf 1n the water of the Jordan, as
directed. once —no sign of 1mprovement; twice — still no
sign; three, four, five times—still no sign. The Prophet
had said seven times : hut he might reasonably have expected
that the leprosy would begin to go away with the first dip;
but no, he was to exercise faith It required faith to go fo
the muddy river of Jordan to bathe at all; it required faith
to continue the bathing until he had fulfilled the full number
of times, according to the promise. \With the seventh dip
came the blessing, and he was clean. His flesh came ugain,
soft, smooth, clean, not scurfy and dead, as in leprosy.

Qur ‘Lord refers to this miracle (Luke 4:27), saying:
“Many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the
prophet: and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman
the Syrian”. Our Lord points out that there was a dif-
ference in the condition of heart as between some of these
lepers of Israel and this particular Syrian leper, just as
there was a difference in that particular widow of Zare-
phath with whom the prophet Elijah dwelt during the fam-
ine, and whose cruse of o1l and jar of meal on this account
did not exhaust, There was faith found in the widow. There
was faith found in Naaman. The “many lepers” of Israel
had heard of this Prophet, no doubt, as well as had the
little bondmaid. But Naaman had faith In God to come
seeking Elisha, and with large presents, while the lepers
of Israel had not thought it worth while to seek Elisha,
for help, although in the same countr).

How comforting 1s the Scriptural assurance that the nota-
ble general lack of faith 1s owing very largely to the influence
of Satan, “the prince of this world,” who shortly shall be
bound for the thousand years of Christ’'s reign. “The god
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not.” Thank God that soon all these ‘blind eyes shall be
opened’—John 12:31; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Isaiah 35:5.

Another matter which shows Naaman in an excellent
light, and which assures us that God appreciates character,
and made no mistake 1n sending word to Naaman respecting
his prophet, is found in the fact that, after he had been
healed in Jordan he did not thanklessly go on to his home,
saying, Now that king and his prophet, who were so inde-
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pendent that they would not come down and m:ake more ado
over me, and perthaps come to Jordan with me, to see wheth-
er or not 1t took effect, have missed getting the present
which T brouzht from Syria for them, and I am the gamer
by just that much. No, with a {rue nobility of soul he
desired to make some acknowledgment of the goodness which
had been bestowed upon lum So Le returned to Blhisha with
the remarkable words: “Behold, now I know that there 18
no God in all the earth but in Israel; now therefore, I pray
thee, take a blessing [a ptesent] of thy servant”. Here tiue
dignity of character is shown. He was not secking to see
how cheaply he could get the fuver of heaven: he did not
say witlin himself, If Elsha had baigained with me for a
Targe sum before I went down to Jordan and got the bless-
ing, then mndeed I would have given much to obtamn this
great bencnt, but now T will put lum off with some trifling
gift, and no doubt, as a poor man, he will think a zieat
deal of it.

On the contrary, he had bropght a gift representing, it
Is clammed, over sevenly-seven thousand dollars, hewides
mueh “goodly apparel”, and he evidently was desirous that
the Prophet should receive all of this as a token of his
appreciation of the gieat henefit conferred. But 1f the noble,
proper spirit was manifested by Naaman i desiring to
render something 1n return for the mercies receinved, there
was not less of the noble spirit in Ehsha, 1n refusing to
receive those gifts. To receive the gifts would huve meant
the selling of the divine power which operated through him;
apd Elisha well knew that God’s gifts are not for sale.
Fortunate would it be for many who deal with the spiritual
things of the Lord, in the cure of the leprosy of sin, 1f they
could take as exalted a view of matters as did Elisha. We
fear that too often the Lord’s servants are ready to accept
earthly rewards for their part in the healing of sin-sickness
—costly apparel, gold and siiver.

And then comes out still another lesson of nobility of
character. Naaman requested that he might have as much
soil from the land of Israel as two pack mules could carry,
iIntimating that his desire for this earth was that he might
place it in some suitable location in his own country that
he might kneel upon the sacred soil, which God had blessed,
and might offer prayer to the true God, who had healed him,
besides whom there is no God And the keenness of his
conscience is shown by his further remark, that he knew
that his king, a worshiper of a false god, would expect
him to go with him, as his servant, as usual, that he might
lean upon his arm when bowing himself before tlie false
god Rimmon in his temple at Damascus Rimmon, as the
storm-god, was a malevolent deity: as the rain-god, he was
a kindly god Hadad was one of lis names, and Ben-hadad
was named after him. He may have been the tutelary deity
of Damascus. Naaman inquired whether or not Jehovah
would pardon him for thus joining with and assisting his
king mn the worship which now he would no longer take
part mn from the heart. Ehsha indicated to him that, since
he was a <ervant, it would be no persvnal transgression for
him to help his master, the king, down and up at his re-
ligious woiship, even though 1t was before an idol.

We cannot doubt that Elisha sought direction of the Lord
in this matter, and that he had the Lord’s mind in respect
to it But why even this much sanction to a false god
should be permitted may be a question. We suggest, as an
explanation, that God was not then dealing with any gentile
nation, but with Judah and Israel only. The redemption
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world had not yet been
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indirectly to misrepresent God. His falsehood was, “My
master hath sent me, saying, Behold even now thete be
come to me from Mount Ephraim twe young men of the
sons of the prophets: give them, T pray thee, a talent of
silver [$1 9441 and two chianges of garments”. Naamuan was
too much of an Oriental to be fooled by this, but, nonethe-
less he urged Gehazi to take two talents of silver, and bound
them 1 two bags, with the changes of garments, and laid
them upon two of his servants, and they bare them before
him ; and when he came to a seciet place Gehazl took them
from their hands and hid them in the house.

But Ilisha called him and said “Went not mine heart
with thee when the man tutned azain from his chariot to
meet thee® Is 1t a time [a suitable occasion] to 1eceive
money, and to receive gaiments, amd oliveyards, and yine-
yards, and <heep, and oxen, nnd menservants, and maidser-
vants —intimating that all of these things had been the
moving, covetous cause before the mind of Gehazi: and no
douht at that period such an amount of money, nearly four
thousand dollars, would have purchased a great deal and
have made Gehazi a wealthy man Dnt the penalty of his
misconduct was severe, for the leprosy of Naaman was.given
him.

So. we are sorry {o say, there are some 1n daily contact
with the truth and with the Lord’s consecrated servants,
who do not partake of the spirit of the truth—in whom
gelfishness is the ruling passion and who will, therefore,
eventually not only fail to receive the great blessings, such
as came to Naaman, but additionally will receive the divine
disfavor, the second death.
offered, would not be offered for several centuries; conse-
gquently, although Naaman was of so honest a heart that
the Lord delighted to send him to the Prophet and to heal
him of his leprosy, and although the Lord appreciated his
nobility of character, yet the tune had not come for making
any offer of reconciliation to the gentiles. The only offer
thus far made was to the seed of Abraham, according to
the flesh.

There 1% still another feature of this narrative which con-
tains a valuable lesson. Ehsha had a servant named Gehazi,
who had been with the Prophet for a considerable time and
witnessed many of his wonderful works; the same servant,
probably, who carried his staff and laid 1t upon the Shu-
nammite woman’s son, and who very well knew that the
Lord’s power had operated through the Prophet for the
recovery of the child to life. But all of this contact with
divine power and goodness and mercy, and all of the 1llus-
trations of the Prophet’s nobility of character and generosity
—all of this counted for practically nothing, to Gehazi. He
saw the rich presents that had been brought by Naaman,
and allowed covetousness to enter into his heart, instead
of allowing the spirit of righteousness and generosity to
prevent it. He said to himself, What a pity to see this wealth
thus rejected by the Prophet! I will contrive a plan by which
I may get some of it for myself; then I can have olive
groves and vineyards, and be a very wealthy man, and
some of these costly garments will make me the envy of
my neighbors. So he ran after the departing chariot to
accomplish his purpose.

As a matter of fact, covetousness, with almost everyone,
leads to various other sins—generally to lying, sometines to
murder. Nearly every crime 1s more or less traceable to
covetousness. In this case Gehazi did not hesitate {n lie.
and not only so, but to misiepresent his master, and thus

“Proud disputants for power,
See whom your God, to view,
Itieh 1n lus Kingdom’s dower,
Sets 1n the midst of youl

With Jordan’s washings seven,
Take, leprous soul defiled,

Bathed with the dews of heaven,
The flesh of that young cluld !



ELISHA’S HEAVENLY DEFENDERS
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THE PLRIL OF THE NATION — ELISHA'S SUPERNATURAL SIGHT — THE DEFENSE OF THE ANGELIC HOST—DEFENSE OF KINDNESS.

“The angcl of Jehovah encampeth round about them that fear hum, and delivereth them.—Psalm 84:7

OUR lesson 1s based upon a muracle which the Lord
wrought through Elisha the Prophet. As already

noted, the kingdom of Syria lay to the north and east
of the kingdom ot Israel, and the two were not separated
by natural boundaries, such as mountains, seas. etc Con-
sequently, wars between the two countries were not infre-
quent. We recall that in one of these raids of the Syrians
upon the Israelites, Naaman's wife’s maid was taken captive.
We recall that when Naaman came to the king of Israel
the latter thought his coming merely a pretext for another
wat  Our lesson calls our attention to a later determination
upon the part of the king of Syria to invade Isruel, and
@et spoils  Several plans of attack were devised to raid one
¢ity or another, but each time these raids were frustrated,
for the Syrian arm) found the cities they attacked ireshly
prepared for defense. The king concluded there was a trai-
tor in his court or camp who disclosed his secret plans and
arrangements to the king of Israel, and 1nstituted a search
for the trartor. His counsellors, however, had heard of
Elisha—yperhaps through Naamun or those who accompanied
him at the time of his healing. These explained to the king
of Syria that a more likely interpretation of the matter was
that the prophet Elisha revealed to Israel’s king all plots
and schemes against the interests of the nation.

Although the king was evudently a man of force, he was
not wise 1n his determination to ascertain the location of
Elisha and to capture him first, and thus to secure a free
hand in looting the cities of Israel. He might have known
that 1f Elisha could inform the king, he could be equally
well informed in matters respecting himself. But thus it is
with all who leave the wisdom of God out of their calcula-
tions. The Apostle sums up the matter for them, saying,
The wisdom of man is as foolishness with God, for the
world by its wisdom knows not God and does not take into
consideration the boundlessness of his wisdom and power.
The Christian, on the contrary, recognizing divine power
and wicdom and coming 1nto accord with the same, is there-
by blessed. Whatever was the measure of his wisdom and
prudence as a natural man, this would be certainly inten-
sified by his participation 1n the wisdom which cometh from
above—*“the spirit of a sound mind.” the spirit of the Lord.

As soon as the king learned that Elisha was at the little
town of Dothan he sent an army, including horses and char-
iots, to surround the city and to make sure of capturing
the Prophet. The latter doubtless understood in advance
but, working in harmony with the L.ord’s arrangement, he
did not flee the city. He was entirely restful in mind re-
specting the matter, but his servant was greatly alarmed—
he thought of the Prophet and himself being carried prison-
ers to Syria thenceforth to be bondmen Elisha, however,
comforted him with assurances respecting the divine power
which encompassed them, much greater than the power of
their epemies Then, not only as a le<son to the serant,
but doubtless also iniended of the Lord as a lesson his
people all the way down through the ages, Elisha prayed
that the young man’s gyes might be opened that he might
see and realize the true situation. At once the servant per-
ceived that all round the city the entire hill was amply
protected against the surrounding hosts—“horses and char-
iots of fire” round about ¥hisha and himself We must as-
sume that the horses and chariots of fire were in the nature
of 2 vision granted to the servant and to us, as 1llustrative
of the divine power and protection given.
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With the morning hght the Syrian soldiers drew neur to
the village of Dothan, making inquiry for the Prophet, who,
by prayer, brought upon them “blindness”. The original
word, however, does not signify total blindness, bu¢ rather
a visual indistinctness somewhat akin perhaps to mesmeric
or hypnotic conditions us they are known today. The Pro-
phet proposed to lead them to Ehsha and his home, the
latter being in the city of Samaria, and thither he led them.
When they were within the walls of the city and completely,
therefore, at the mercy of the king of Israel and hi~ war-
riors, the I’ruphet dispelled the illusion, and, opening the
eyes of their understanding, made himself known to them
and introduced them to the king of Israel. The lutter n-
quired ot the Yrophet whether he had led them theire to
be smitten. destroyed as enemies of the Lord and the king-
dom, but Elsha’s answer was, No; that the king should set
a feust before themn of royal bounties and send them back
o thewr king and friends—in a word, that he should hgura-
tively heuap coals of fire upon their heads’. (Proverbs 25:
21, 22) This was done, and the result 1s given in a few
words: “So the bands of Syria came no more into the land
of Israel”.

The special feature of this Scripture lesson is that there
are invisible powers on every hand for the protection and
assistance of the Lord’s people, while doing his work. There
are also ‘“wicked spirits”, invisible to humanity, whose fien-
dish delight is to deceive, mislead, and ensnare mankind.
But in this lesson we have the other side of the question
presented to our attention. It is an encouragement to know
that, although beset by evil spirits, the Lord’'s people are
surrounded by other invisible agents no less powerful, whose
Interest in their welfare 1~ of the highest order, and who
are near to guard us in proportion as our hearts are pure,
and loynl to the Lord and his Word.

[CoNcLUDED 1N FEBRUARY 1 ISSUE]

BAY CITIES CONVENTION

A convention of the Bible Students will be held at San ¥ran-
cisco, Califormia, February 2-5, inclusive Besides local brethren,
this convention will be served by Brothers Pickering, Macmillan
and Rutherford. The public witness will be given Sundav after-
noon by Brother Rutherford Thia convention will furmsh an op-
portunity for friends in Cahfornia, Oregon and Nevada to have
four days of fellowship together, FKor information concerning ac-
commodations, etc., address N. A Yullle, 1819 Ellis Stieet, San
I'ranctsco California

HYMNS FOR MARCH

Sunday 5 138 12 166 19 256 26 102

Monday 6 180 13 315 20 311 27 170

Tuesday 76 14 44 21 198 28 138

Wednesday ... 1 171 8 157 15 297 22 287 29 153

Thursday ....... 2 176 9 275 16 23 23 322 830 48

Friday 3 45 10 41 17 177 24 293 31 200

Saturday 4 77 11 20 18 29 25 266

PRAYER-MEETI!-G TEXTS FOR MARCH

March 1. Tne Liox oF Jopanu “The Tdon of the trihe of
Judah hath prevailed "—Revelation §5:5

March 8+ TI11' JAITHFUL WITKFARS “These things saith . . .
the farthful and true Witness "—Revelation 3: 14,

March 15. lLicH1r OF 1HE WORLD “I am the light of the world.”
—John 8:12

March 22 'Tur T0rRD oF Lorps: “Tor he is Lord of lords.”—
Revelation 17 14

March 29: THE LORD OF GLORY ‘“Had they known, they wot.ﬂd

not have crucified the Lord of glory.”—1 Cor. 2:8



International Bible Students Association Classes

Lectures and Studies by Traveling Brethren

BROTHER R.

Hickory, N, C. oo Feb, 1
Asheville, N. C.
Hendersonville, N. C.
Brasstown, N. C

Lincolnton. N. C. ...

BROTHER J.
Zona, La. ......
Folsom La. 2
New Oxleans La - 73
Baton Rouge, La . 7

Pride, La,

BROTHER A. J. ESHLEVAN

Onamia, Minn Feb 1
Iarmington, Minn TFeb 2,3
Mapleton, Minn, -
Rochester, Minn, .

Whalan, Minn. .....

BROTHER A.

DBessemer, Ala, . Feb 1
Randolph, Ala. . L2
Bunungham, Ala. ]
Lell City, Ala. . ” 6
Riverside, Ala. . ”? 1
BROTHER

Washmgton, D. C. ....... Teb 1
Richmond, Va . Feb 2,3
Petersburg, Va ....I'eb &

H. BARBER

Shelby N C. ... Feb. 10
Spartanburg, 8. C 12
Gastonia, N C. . 13
Greer S C .7 14
Greenville, 8. C. ........Feb 15,16
A. BOHNET

Jennunus, La. ... ... ....Feb. 8
Lake Charles, La. ”
McNary, La. - 710
Kelly, ‘Ta . 12
Sthes, La. . Teb. 13,14
Tomah, Wis. ... Feb. 11,12
Blilwaulkee, Wis, 13,14
Racine, Wis - Feb. 15
Lamwmonad Ind ? 16
A alpaiaiso, Tad, » 17
M. GRAHAM

Lincoln, All  oreeeeeeecaceees Feb. 8
IMedmont, Ala. Feb 9,10
Boaz, Ala ... .. .. Feb. 12
Walnut Grove, Ala. " 13
Albany, Ala. oo ot " 16
M. L. HERR

Rocky Mount, N. C.......... Feb. 8

Wilson, N C
Mt 011\9 N C

North Emporia, e, T6W 11mmgton, N. C.Teb 12,13
Enfield, N, C. ... cvcceeieeei. ™ 7T Sumter, S. C. eeeee el Feb, 14
BROTHER M. A. HOWLETT
Tast Liverpool, Ohio _Teb 1 Negley, Ohio Irely 7
West Point Ohio ... ... ” 2 Salem, Oho _. e o 78
Lisbon, Ohio .. 7 3 Alhance, Ohlo_.............2 9
New BRBiiczhton, Pa ” 5  Niles, Ohio 10
Eust Palestine, Ohio . ...... ” 6 Youngstown. Ohio Ireb 12,13
BROTHER S. MORTON

East Stroudsburg, Pa Feb. 1 Cmbondale, I'a.

Scranton, Pa .. Feb 2,5 llonesdale, Pa

Maplewood, Pa. .. "3 Towandu, Pa. ...

Throop, Pa ... "6 Valthamsport, Pa. . T.Feb 12,14

Peckville, Pa. " T Alb, PA. e Teb. 13
BROTHER W. H. PICKERING

San Fiancisco, Cal ..
San Rafael, Cal.
Petaluma, Cal ..
Santa Rosa, Cal.
Scotia, Cal.

Miles, Tex
San Angelo, T
Merkel, Tex. ..
Abilene, Tex. .
Bweetwater, Tex.

Lureka, Cal
Oakland, Cal .
Richmond, Cal.
San Jose, Cal

Santa Cruz, Cal.

£ 1yder, Tex.
Lamesa, Tex.
Lubbock, Tex. ....
Roswell, N, Mex.
Lastland, Tex,

BROTHER V. C. RICE

Beaumont, Tex. ....
Crosby, Tex. ..
Tlouston, Tex.
Waller, Tex.
Alvin, Tex, ...

Jan 29, 30
... Jamn 31
_Feb. 1,5

” 2' 3
. " 18

Galveston, Tex.
Palacios, Tex. ..
Sealy. Tex . ..
Thl]ett:vﬂle Tex.
San Antonio, Tex. ...

BROTHER C. ROBERTS
Or1ilha, Ont.
Midland, Ont.
Illmvale, Out.
Barrie, Ont.

Toronto, Ont.

Wimmins, Ont
Matheson, Ont.
New Laskeard, O
North Bay, Ont. .
Bracebridge, Ont.

.............. Feb. 12,13
__— 15

BROTHER R. L. ROBIE

Greenville, S. C, . Feb 1  Dallas, Ga. ...
Demorest, Ga. » 2 Rome, Ga, ...
Lavonia, Ga. . v3 Rockmart, Ga 14
Athens, Ga. Feb 5,6 Cedaitown, Ga. 15

Atlanta, Ga. 79 "Tallupoosa, Ga.

BROTHER O. L. SULLIVAN
North Duxbury, Mass ...Jan 30 Newport, R 1 .68
Plymouth, Mass. ... . " 31 New Haven, (onn. »T
Plympton, Mass., .. Bridgeport, Conn. » 8
New Bedford, Mass. Elizabeth, N. J. . ?” 9
Fall River, Mass. ... .. ¥eb 5 Trenton, N. J. eeneeees ” 10
BROTHER W. J. THORN

Bradentown, Fla ......... Zephyirhills, Fla. ..... ... .. I'eb. 10
St. Petersburg, Fla. Wrlliston, Fla. .. Feb. 12
Clearwater, Fla. . Dowhng Park, IFla. Feb. 14
Oldsmar, Fla. Monticello, Fla, ... .

Tampa, TFla. Marianna, FKla, .. . _Feb 16, 17

. H. THORNTON

Clinton, Ta. ...
Moline, II ...
Rock Island, IIl.

Rockford, Ill.
Belvidere, Ill
Marengo, Ill,

Freeport, Il Davenport, Ta. .....
Dubuque, Ia, .... Kewanee, Ill. ... ... .{eb 15,16
BROTHER W. A. THRUTCHLEY
Galt, Ont. Cananoque, Ont. .. ... _. Feb. 8
Guelph, Ont. . 2  Brockwville, Ont. . .. "9
Toronto, Ont. , 5 Iroquois, Omt. .. ”
Belleville, Ont, 6 Montle’il P. Q., Feb 12,13
Kingston Ont. .. 7  Woodstock. N. B: Feb. 15
BROTHER S. H. TOUTJIAN
Paintsville, Ky. . 2  Lousville, Ky. ._.__...Feb 9,12
Lexington, Ky. 4 New Albany, Ind. _....Feb. 13
Frankfort, Ky. 6 Jeffersonville, Ind. .......... ” 14
Shelbyville, Ky. .7  Brandenburg, Ky. " 15
Jeffersontown, I’y .......... » 8 Owensboro, Ky, ... Feb 16,17
BROTHER J. B. WILLIAMS
winkler Man oo o oo . Feb.1l Moose Jaw. Sask ... . _Feb. 12
Darlingtord, ‘Man. . » 2 Chaphn, Sask .. .. " 13
Brandon, DMan. Feb 4,5 Herbert, Sask. ... .M 14
Sour1s Man ” 6,7 Maple Creek, Sask. . " 15
Wawota, Sask. " 8,9 Medicine Hat, Alta. . v 16
BROTHER W. M. WISDOM
Sapuina  Okla .. Feb 1,6 Nowata, Okla .. Feb 10,12
Okmulgee, Okla. Feb.2 Claremore, Okla. 131
Bixby. OQkla .. " 3 Muskogee, Okla, ... __ Teb. 15
Bartlesville, Okla. Feb 6,7 ‘Tamaha, Okla. ... .Feb.'16, 17
Coffeyville, Kan. ... ” 8,9 TFort Smith, Ark. _....Feb.19

BROTHER L. F. ZINK

Maiysville Wash, Port Townsend, Wash Feb. 10

Iiverett, Wash __. Puyallup, Wash. ..Feb. 13, 14
Snohomish, Wash. Enumclaw, Wash, _Feb. 15
Seattle, Wash, .. Tacoma, Wash ..

Z'F'eb. 16,19
17

Bremerton, Wash, Lake Bay, Wash.

CONVENTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED BY BROTHER RUTHERFORD

NEWARK, N, J,, Jan. 22 ;. ... Miss B. Naughright, 115 Fourth St.
COLORADO SPRINGS, Coro. Jan 29 ; Mrs. J. M. Martz, 522 S. Weber St.
SaLT LAxke CiTY, UTAH, Jan 31 ;............. L D Swingle, 171 Q St.
SAN Francisco, CaL,, Feb, 2-5; -..N. A, Yuille, 1819 Ellis St.




