
Upon the earth disucss of nations with perplexity; the sea and the wares (the restless,, discontented) roaring; men’i  heart! falling titan for fear and for looking to the 
hlngs coming upon the earth (society); for the powers of the heavens (ecdesiastieism) shall be shaken. . . When ye see these things begin to come to pass, 

then know that the Kingdom of God Is at hand. Look op, life op yonr heads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth nigh— Matt 2 4 :3 3 ; Mark 1 3 :2 9 ; Luke 21:25-31
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1 5 ; 2 Peter 1 :  5-11) o f  the W ord o f  God, its  further mission is to “ make all see what 1s the fellowship o f the mystery w h ich . . .has 
been hid in God, . . .  to the intent that now might be made known by the church the m anifold wisdom o f God” — “ which in  other ages 
was not made .known unto the sons o f m en as it  is now revealed*’.— Ephesians 3  :5 -9 ,10 .

It  stands free from  all parties, sects and creeds o f men, while It seeks more and m ore to bring Its every utterance Into fullest 
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good pleasure, the teaching o f his Word, for  the upbuilding o f  liis people in grace and knowledge And we not only invite but urge our 
readers to prove all Its utterances by the Infallible W ord to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “ the temple o f the living God” , peculiarly “ his workmanship” ; that Its  construction has beea in progress throughout 

the gospel age— ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone o f  his temple, through which, when 
finished, God’s blessing shall come “ to all people” , and they find access to him.— 1 Corinthians 3 :1 6 ,  1 7 ; Ephesians 2 :2 0 -2 2 ; 
Genesis 2S ; 1 4 ; Galatians 3 : 29.

T hat meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing o f  consecrated believers In Christ’s atonement fo r  sin, progresses; and when the 
last o f these “ living stones” , “ elect and precious,”  shall have been made ready, the great .Master Workman w ill bring all together 
in  the first resurrection , and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout 
the Millennium.— Revelation 1 5 :6 -8 .

That the basis o f hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “ Jesus Christ, by  the grace -of God, tasted death fo r  every 
man,”  “ a ransotn for all,”  and will be “ the tiue light which lighteth every man that someth into the world” ,  “ In due tim e” ,—  
Hebrews 2 :9 , ;  John 1 : 9 ;  1 Timothy 2 :5 ,  0.

That the hope >of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “ see him as he is,*’ be “ partakers o f  the divine nature’ /  *nd  share hid 
glory as his Joint-heir.— 1 John 3 .2 ;  John 1 7 .2 4 ;  Romans 8 :1 7 ;  2  Peter 1 :4 .

"That the present mission o f the church Is the perfecting o f the saints for  the future work o f service: to develep la  herself every 
g ia ce ; to  be God’s witness to the w orld ; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.— Ephesians 4 : 1 2 :  M atthew 24a 
14 ; Revelation 1 : 6 ;  2 0 :6 .

That the hope for  the world lies in  the blessings o f  knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Mfllannlai kingdom, th e  
restitution o f all that was lost in  Adam, to  ali the willing and obedient, a t the hands o f  their Redeemer and his glorified 
when all the w ilfully wicked will be destroyed.— Acts 3 :1 9 -2 3 ; Isaiah 36.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

FROM  denim to silks; from ox-carts to limousines; 
from poverty to wealth— this is the experience of 
the last three generations. But the world is not one 

bit happier; and almost everyone will admit that the 
world is very much unhappier. The grasping disposition 
is observable in places where it would not be expected. 
For instance the following, published in the Philadelphia 
North American:

“Annapolis Royal, a sleepy, venerable, dignified, and his­
toric city in Nova Scotia, the second oldest settlement on 
the North American continent, suffered a disastrous file 
a few weeks ago. The business center of the city was de­
stroyed, along with many residences. But the fire was at­
tended by incidents of more sinister significance than the 
destruction of property. For the occasion lifted the lid off 
an ugly phase of contemporary life to which ive are usually 
blind During tlie conflagration, and immediately following 
it, when the noblest sentiments of neighbor!mess should 
have ruled, there was widespread looting of salvaged goods.

“ Tins was no sudden outbreak of lawlessness by aliens; 
the men caught were of the old British breed, who settled 
the maritime provinces in the long ago. They typify a fact 
of the times; namely, that the spirit of disreg.u’d for law 
and right has eaten like a canker into the very heart of 
oak of our civilization. Dark and hidden forces of anarchy 
and crime burst out with alarming frequency in all sorts 
of unexpected places. What happened m staid old Annapolis 
Royal is close kin to what happened in Chicago and New 
York and San Francisco. The papers talk of a ‘crime w ave’, 
whereas they really mean something more than a wave— 
a rising tide of lawlessness which is menacing the whole 
world Russia and Great Britain, Germany and the United 
States, Japan and France all are being inundated by this 
perilous spirit.”

That this condition is prevalent throughout the whole 
structure of “ Christendom” is understood by all careful 
Bible students, and occasionally by other observers. One 
of these is the Reverend Thomas B. Gregory, writing in 
the Arkansas Democrat:

CHRISTENDOM’S NEED OF CHRISTIANITY
“The Rev. Dr. Baxter P. Fullerton, of St. Louis, speaking 

the other day before the ‘World’s Alliance of Presbyterian 
and Reformed Churches’, at Pittsburgh, delivered himself 
o f this tremendous statement: ‘The greatest problem before 
the agencies of the Christian church is to Christianize the 
church itself’.

“Dr. Fullerton is right, absolutely and unqualifiedly right, 
and in defending his position he can hold liis ground against 
all possible opposition.

“To those who know history, the great outstanding fact 
Is none other than this, that our so-called ‘Christianity’ is 
not Christian if by Christian we mean the teachings laid 
down in the gospels by Jesus of Nazareth.

“Between the system of ritual and dogma known as Christ­
ianity, and the simple teachings of Jesus as recorded m 
the three little memoirs known as ‘Matthew’, ‘Mark,’ and 
‘Luke,’ (saying nothing about John), there is as much dif­
ference as there is between Darkness and Light, Fiost and 
Sunshine, Falsehood and Truth.

“Not only are they radically different, but they are un­
compromisingly antagonistic. I f the Christianity of the 
creeds is true, the Christianity of the gospels is false; if 
the Christianity of the gospels is true, the Christianity of 
the creeds is false; for the two are as opposite to each 
other as are the centrifugal and centripetal forces in 
mechanics.

“ If Jesus of Nazareth could come back to us He would 
unilei stand our Christianity to about the same extent that 
the average man on the street understands Einstein’s doc­
trine of ’Relativity’.

“ If the men who made our historical Christianity had 
deliberately set out in cold blood and with malice afore­
thought to champion the very things that Jesus preached 
against, and to cry down the very things that He advocated 
and loved, they could not have more completely succeeded.”

Failure to discern between a church Christian and a 
Bible Christian has been a fruitful cause of error, and 
it is not yet done bearing fruit. Not only have Baptists 
had difficulty in their ranks (or more accurately among 
their commissioned officers) from those who discredit 
the Bible, but Methodists are having similar troubles, 
it seems. The San Antonio Express reports the doings 
of the West Texas Conference, Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, among which doings were extensive 
debates on the Conference's attitude toward higher 
criticism m the Methodist schools of that state. A  
member of the faculty of the Southern Methodist Uni­
versity wrote a book on the Old Testament from the 
standpoint of a higher critic, which roused the feelings 
of such a large poition of the conference that a strong 
resolution was drawn up and presented by a group of 
laymen, headed by Judge M. A. Childers of Sinton. A  
part of the resolution reads:

“ Your board of education has had under consideration 
tha recent agitation thioughout the state on account of the 
charge of unsound teaching by a professor in one of four 
educational institutions. But as the president of said insti­
tution announced officially that this professor has tendered 
his resignation and which he advises will be accepted, there­
fore we do not think It wise to take further action in this 
particular case.

“Nevertheless we believe that this conference should ex­
press itself in no uncertain terms on the principles involved 
and we therefore submit the following resolution :

“Whereas, Our church has always regarded the Holy 
Scriptures as the word of God, inspired in that unique 

M l
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sen.se in which no other literature, ancient, or modern, is 
inspned, ami that they are the one infallible, authoritative, 
and final revelation of divine truth to the world, and,

•‘Whereas, There have crept in among us unawares and 
found lodgment in many high places of influence in our 
church certain views and propaganda regarding the Scrip­
tures, which, under the guise of modern scholarship, assails 
much ,of the historical and miraculous elements of the Bible; 
therefore,

“First, We wish to express our firm fuith in and allegiance 
to the Bible as the inspired Word of God as taught and 
earnestly contended for by our fathers in Methodism down 
through the years.

“ Second, We do not believe that our holy Christianity 
has suffered or ever can suffer from the discovery of truth, 
and we wish it understood that we do not in the least degree 
discourage scholarship and extensive research. We welcome 
devout scholarship and investigation, but we repudiate that 
so-called scholarship which goes to the extent of assailing 
or calling m question the divine origin and integrity of the 
Holy Scriptures.”

The various dissenting bodies seem to have been called 
into being by the apostasy of the national churches. But 
apostasy has grown like weeds in those dissenting bodies 
themselves, and almost wholly because of failure to give 
heed to the Word of God. Constant testimony along this 
line is being still noted in the public press. A  recent 
issue of the Tacoma News Tribune speaks:

AGAINST BLOOD ATONEMENT
“The statement made by Dr. Hawkins in a sermon Sun­

day, October 9, sets forth the belief that God demands no 
blood sacrifice for the redemption of man.

“ ‘Blood sacrifice is a common idea among primitive peo­
ple,’ he said. ‘The early Jews believed that the death of 
Christ was a price paid to an angry God to buy him off 
that he might not show his vengeance on his sinful people. 
A modern study of the Bible has clearly shown that Jesus 
never set forth any theory of blood atonement, but every­
where he emphasized the fact that men ought to be right 
with God by living right lives.’ ”

ARMAMENT LIMITATION PARLEY
All the eyes of Christendom are just now turned 

toward Washington because of the international parley 
on limitation of armaments; although varying senti­
ments lie at the bottom of the attention drawn. A  clip­
ping from the Cleveland Plain Dealer tells of an appeal 
to the Ohio Federation of Churches to pray for the 
success of the disarmament project. The Federal Coun­
cil of Churches is likewise sending forth appeals for 
special services. Many of these people doubtless have 
a sincere desire to see the great burden of war prepara­
tions removed from the earth. But they do not realize 
the divine method of establishing peace.

A  much saner view of the conference has been ex­
pressed in an editorial in the Farmer and Stockman: 

“In a statement to newspaper correspondents at the nation­
al capital, Secretary of State Hughes has taken pains to make 
plain the fact that the conference to be held November 11 
is not to be a ‘disarmament' meeting, but a conference for 
the ‘limitation of armaments Undoubtedly, Gieat Britain 
will favor ‘limitation of armaments’, provided she is per­
mitted to retain and maintain the largest navy in the world

—which she contends is necessary to the protection of her 
interests and possessions in the different parts of the earth. 
And no doubt, Japan will agree to any ‘limitation’ that will 
permit her to have as large a navy as the United States 
possesses. So, likewise, with France, and possibly with Italy 
and other countries. Secretary Hughes and his associates 
will likely assert the right of the United States to build a 
navy equal in size and strength to that of Great Britain, 
and they will probably contend for a limitation in naval 
construction by Great Britain and the United States to the 
present existing or planned strength of the British navy. 
Whether or not the representatives of the United States 
will take the position that Japan and other powers shall 
not be permitted to build navies equal m strength to those 
of Great Britain and the United States remains to be seen ; 
and whether the powers other than Great Britain will sup­
port the United States In this view of just ‘limitation of 
armaments’ is a question.

“But the main thought is that none of the powers, and 
least of all, the United States, appear to be thinking of 
disarmament. The plain fact is—and nothing is to be gained 
by disguising it—that neither Great Britain, Japan, nor 
France, nor the administration at Washington, believes in 
or favors disarmament. Each and all want strong navies, 
each desiring a navy equal in strength to that of the others. 
They are not necessarily seeking wars, but each is affected 
by those motives and controlled by those policies that are 
sure to produce wars, always have produced wars, and al­
ways will. Each power is seeking, by force or a display 
of force, to extend not its trade or its commercial interests— 
for no government is supposed to be engaged in trade or 
commercial transactions on its own account—but to extend 
the financial, commercial, and trade interests of particular 
classes of its subjects or citizens in foreign countries, and 
especially in those weaker countries which are unable to 
protect themselves from exploitation by imperialistic nations 
such as England, France, Japan, and such as the United 
States appears to be rapidly becoming.

“ I regret to say that I do not expect much real or far- 
reaching good to come out of this much-heralded conference, 
and I do not expect any good to come out of it if its 
deliberations and proceedings are to be cloaked with secrecy. 
Agreements may be leached by which competition in arma­
ment may be limited to some extent, but I do not expect 
any action that will e\en tend in the direction of lessening 
or minimizing imperialistic exploitation of the weaker na­
tions by the stronger. Quite the contrary

“The trouble is that our political rulers at Washington 
seem to have entirely lost sight of the fundamental prin­
ciples of true Americanism, rind to hnve become strangely 
enamored of the world-grabbing policies of the imperialistic 
nations—policies that ever have been the fruitful and In­
evitable causes of wars. They appear to he hopelessly im­
bued with the idea that the office and function of our gov­
ernment, in all its foreign relations, is to back the business 
enterprises of our exploiting financiers in all parts of the 
earth, by force of arms if necessary, and to act as a sort 
of national collection agency, court and sheriff combined 
for the protection of the speculative investments of our 
financial magnates and commercial princes in foreign lands.

“ Such policies require navies and armies and heavy tax­
ation for their maintenance, and so long as our political 
rulers at Washington pursue and enforce such policies, it 
cannot be expected that they will in good faith seek ‘dis­
armament’ or favor any material lessening of taxation for 
military purposes. On the contrary, it is to be expected 
that they will do just what they are doing today—building 
a navy for the protection of the exploiting inteiests and 
‘talking limitation o f armaments’. The United States gov-
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ernmcnt is not making the world safe for democracy’ these 
days; it is making it safe for plutocracy in general and 
for the American plutocracy in particular.”

A ZIONIST DRIVE
The Zionist news these days is rather meager. A  recent 

dispatch from London conveys some information, how­
ever:

‘ ‘There are now barely 700,000 people in all Palestine, a 
population much less than that of Galilee alone In the time 
of Christ, says Sir Herbert Samuel, the British high com­
missioner there, in a Teport just made public.

‘ ‘Ten thousand immigrants arrived in Palestine In the 
seven months between September, 1020, and May, 1921, he 
reports.”

As a supplement to this item is the following, which 
shows that some movement is under way toward the 
assembling of funds for the needed developments in 
Palestine:

‘ ‘Plans for raising $15,000,000 during the coming year for 
the rebuilding of Palestine and for the reception to be 
tendered the visiting delegates of the Zionist Organization 
of the World on November 11 were formulated yesterday 
at an all-day meeting held in the Board room of the Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society. Prominent Zionists from all parts 
of the country attended the meeting, which took up most 
of the afternoon and evening.

‘ ‘To raise the required quota for the United States the 
ancient Hebrew ‘Manser’ or personal income tax will be 
instituted. This is an age-old custom whereby the Jews 
contribute ten percent of their income to the cause The 
system of raising funds in this manner was done in Germany 
recently with great success. In addition to this a nation­
wide drive will be instituted and contributions solicited from

prominent Zionists throughout the country. It was the or­
ganizing body of the drive which met yesterday.”

It seems that the writers of the New Testament and 
of the Old are wrong— if the anti-Semitic writer in Mr. 
Ford’s Dearborn Independent has the right view of 
matters. It seems, also, that International Bible Stu­
dents constitute a very doubtful asset to the communi­
ties in which they live— all judged, of course, from the 
standpoint of anti-Semitism, the anti-Jewish movement. 
A  part of one article says:

“ In all this work the Jewish Idea has the assistance of 
certain Christian sects who gloss over the inhumanity and 
immorality of certain courses of actions by saying that 
‘these are doubtless the means by which God is giving the 
Jew his promised control of the world’. This is one form 
of the un-Biblical conception, the un-Scriptural teaching, 
that the Jews are God’s Cliosan People.

“ Of all the sects following this error, none is more active 
than the so-called ‘Russellites’, the followers o f Pastor Rus­
sell, and oflicially known as the International Bible Students 
Association.

“ It has been reported to The Dearborn Independent by 
numerous witnesses that Jewish interpreters at points of 
debarkation in Canada and the United States have circu­
lated Russellite literature. The fact that a Jew would cir­
culate any kind of Christian literature is sufficiently aston­
ishing to cause inquiry. It is explained by the elaborate 
pro-Jewish propaganda which Russellism is conducting.”

But, despite the smallish views of those who have 
no faith in God’s true purposes, we feel more honored 
in being counted in with that race of which Jesus and 
the apostles were members, than in being counted in 
with those who have prostituted the name of Christ for 
the sake of commerce and war and earthly power.

THE M AN OF GOD
"All scripture is given by inspiration of Ood, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of Ood may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.’’ —  £ Timothy 8:16, J7.

JU S T  before his death in Borne the apostle Paul 
wrote the above words to Timothy, his beloved 
colaborer and child in the faith. The inspiration 

of the Scriptures is a fact which is denied in its exist­
ence, in its universality, and in its plenitude. That is, 
some deny that there is any such thing at a ll; some 
deny that the whole of Scripture is inspired, admitting 
only certain parts so to be; while others, granting that 
the whole is inspired, deny that it is fully so, admitting 
it as regards the sense but not the words. It  is not the 
purpose now to enter into this subject separately, but 
only sufficiently to show that the Apostle says what he 
appears to say, and that he means what he says.

The Apostle was here speaking of the Old Testament 
Scriptures, those Scriptures which Timothy had known 
“ from a child” . (2  Timothy 3 : 1 5 )  Abundant evidence 
is available for the inspiration of the New Testament 
writings also, but those are not spoken of here. This 
statement about the inspiration of the Scriptures is 
like that of the apostle Peter: “ No prophecy of the

scripture is of any private interpretation;”  that is to 
say, it was not the product* of the individual’s imagi­
nation, not the outgrowth of his own interpretation of 
events. And why is this so? The next verse goes on 
to explam to us: “ For the prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man, but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the holy spirit” . (2  Peter 1 : 20, 
21) That is why it did not come of the prophets’ own 
sending forth. Ancient men of God were borne along 
by the holy spirit. And just as the wind in bearing 
along among the trees of the forest causes each tree to 
produce its own peculiar sound, making the aspen to 
rustle, the elm to moan, the oak to groan, and the ash 
to shriek, so the wind of the spirit, in bearing along 
through each writer, caused him to write divine truth 
in divine words (1 Corinthians 2 : 1 3 ), while it at the 
same time brought forth the peculiarity of each indi­
vidual writer, and preserved what we are accustomed to 
call that writer’s personal style.

* The word " is ’ ' In this text Is In the Greek & word memlng to spring from, to orlgi&at*.
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But to return to the passage in 2 Timothy. Various 
aborts e efforts have been made to nullify the plain 
teaching of this text. One of such efforts is in the 
Revised Version, which, often an advantage over the 
King James, is here a decided disadvantage. The Re­
vised Version reads: "Every scripture inspired of God 
is also profitable,”  etc. This is not acceptable English, 
to say nothing of the Greek. In this case it is not 
necessary to know anything of the Greek language to 
be able to judge of the consistency of the rendering. 
Now the word “ is”  is admittedly wanting in the orig­
inal, but that is nothing unusual. It  is wanting in 
letter, but implied in sense. Fortunately there are many 
similar passages which plainly illustrate this point. The 
various forms of the verb to be are wanting in all of 
these following citations, and in each case the structure 
is followed by “ and” .

Here are the passages:
Romans 7: 12

“The c o m m a n d m e n t  is h o ly  a n d  j u s t . ”
1 Corinthians 11: 30 

“ Many are weak a n d  sickly.”
2 Corinthians 10:10 

“ His letters are weighty a n d  powerful.”
1 Timothy 1 :15 ; 4 :9

“ Faithful is the saying a n d  worthy of all acceptation.”
1 Timothy 2 :8

“ This is good a n d  acceptable.”
1 Timothy 4 : 4

"Every creature of God is good a n d  nothing to be refused.”
2 Timothy 3 :16

“ All scripture is given-by-lnspiration-of-God* a n d  is pro­
fitable.”

Hebrews 4:13
“ All things are naked a n d  opened.”
So much to establish the correctness of the passage 

as quoted at the head of this article.
The structure of the words is as follows:

A a Ail sciiptuie is given by inspiration of God, 
b and is profitable 

B foi doctrine,
C for reproof,
O for correction,

B for instruction In righteousness,
A a that the man of God may be perfect,

h thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
This structure shows in A  and A  those things con­

nected with God, and in B C and C B  those things 
connected with God’s Word.

The following explanatory key may be of help:
A a the divinely inspired Word of God 

b its profit
B positive: teaching what is right l faith 

C negative: correcting what is wrong J 
C negative: correcting what is wrong 1 worjjS 

B positive: teaching what is right J 
A a the divinely fitted man of God 

6 his profit

In addition to the perfection of structure there is a 
figure of speech employed here which gives a certain

* Those five words are all one m Greek, meaning, literally. God-breathed.

emphasis. Without bothering about the technical names 
for these things, it is enough to say that sometimes 
no ands are used to join several nouns, or names of 
things or qualities in a sentence; sometimes there are 
many ands. When many ands are used it is to show 
us that we are to dwell on each thing or point men­
tioned. Each is of equal importance; there being no 
climax at the end. When no ands are used, it is to 
show us that we should not dwell on the seveial points 
enumerated; but we are hurried along to some climax 
which is the important thing in the passage. An ex­
ample of the “ many ands”  figure of language may be 
seen by reference to 2 Timothy 4 : 1 7 , 1 8 ,  and many 
other Scriptures. On the other hand, look at 2 Timothy 
3 : 1 0  for an example of “ no ands” .

“ But thou bast fully known my doctrine,
—manner of life,
—purpose,
—faith,
—longsuffering,
— ch arity ,
— patien ce,
—persecutions, afflictions, 

which came unto me 
—at Antioch,
■—at Iconium, 
■—at Lystra ;

—what persecutions I en­
dured :

BUT OUT TH EM  ALL THE LORD DELIVEEED M E.”

Again, in our own text:
“All scripture is given by Inspiration of God, and is 

profitable
—for doctrine,
—for reproof,
—for correction,
—for instruction in righteousness,

THAT THE M AN  OF GOD M AT BE PERFECT, THOROUGHLY FUR­
NISHED U N T O  AT.T. GOOD WORKS.”

And before we go further it must be noted that the 
words for “ perfect”  and “ thoroughly furnished”  are cog­
nate, or closely related words from the same root. What­
ever the one is rendered, the other should be rendered 
similarly. I f  the one is made perfect, the other should 
be perfected. I f  the one is rendered fit, then the other 
should be rendered fitted. Perhaps this latter word is 
the more illuminative. It  suggests the furnishing of a 
house, the preparing for war, or, better, the fitting out 
of a ship for a long voyage at sea. When a vessel is 
fitted out, everything must be thought o f ; every emer­
gency must be provided for ; every contingency must be 
considered. Storm and calm, cold and heat, accident 
and fire, war and peace; everything from the least con­
spicuous to the most evidently needful must be fur­
nished. So the man who has the word of God hidden 
in his heart is thoroughly furnished and ready for any 
emergency —  for prosperity or trouble, for friend or 
foe, for joy or sorrow, for defense or attack. Only such 
a one is prepared to meet the trials of life and fitted 
out for its emergencies.
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The expression “ the man of God”  occurs in the New 
Testament only m the epistles to Timothy. (1  Timothy 
6 : 1 1 ; 2 Timothy 3 : 1 7 )  In each of those cases it is 
in connection with the Word of God. But the expres­
sion is frequently made use of in the Old Testament. 
It is first found in Deuteronomy 3 3 : 1 :  “ This is the 
blessing wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the 
children of Israel before his death” . The first occur­
rence of any word in the sacred writings is significant 
and usually gives a key to its meaning and teaching 
in other parts of Scripture. So here we find the ex­
pression connected with Moses; not with the blessing, 
but with the man. H e is the first one who is definitely 
called “ the man of God” .

But why was this expression used of Moses? The 
answer is that Moses was preeminently the prophet. To 
him Jehovah had said: “ I  will raise them up a Prophet 
from among their brethren, like unto thee” . (Deuter­
onomy 1 8 : 1 8 )  Although Jesus himself was the Pro­
phet, yet by the divine description he was “ like unto”  
Moses rather than Moses being like unto him, as one 
would naturally expect. Doubtless this is so stated in 
order to point Moses out clearly and cleanly as a type.

Moses was preeminently the prophet of the Old Tes­
tament; just as Noah was preeminently its preacher. 
Thus the first use of the expression, “ the man of God” , 
identifies it with the thought of a prophet. N ext: 
W hat is the meaning of the word prophet?

The common Hebrew word for prophesy signifies to 
6peak clearly, to bubble up, and then to issue forth. 
It  was used of all formal announcements. The Greek 
word is practically the same as our English word pro­
phet; prophet being merely, a transliteration of the 
Greek word, or a spelling of it with the English letters. 
This word means literally to speak before, that is, to 
speak while before another. It was used prior to the 
New Testament times exclusively for those who offici­
ated at the heathen oracles. The evil spirits who gave 
forth the utterances m those places spoke often m al­
most unintelligible jabberings, which the ordinary visi­
tor could seldom make out. By way of getting the mes­
sage to the inquirer, a spokesman stood before the cur­
tain which hid the oracle from the people, and that 
spokesman professed to interpret what the oracle said. 
It is not the thought that the Lord adopted any of the 
devil's ways and means and used them in the church, 
but rather that the devil made use of divine ways and 
means which had long before been established. We are 
merely getting at the meaning of the word in Greek.

In the New Testament the word prophet is used of 
a man who stands before God, of a man who speaks 
before h im ; and thus it is connected with “ the man of 
God” . The word prophesy does not mean merely to 
foretell events, but to speak before, to speak for, to 
announce.

And wheTe does the word prophet first occur in the 
Scriptures? Who was first called a prophet?

Perhaps many will be able to answer and say that 
Abraham was the first one called a prophet; and the 
appellation is given not by man but by God himself. 
In Genesis 2 0 : 7 God says to Abimelech: “ Now there­
fore restore the man his w ife; for he is a prophet, and 
he shall pray for thee” .

Where are the prophecies of Abraham? There are 
none, in the customary use of the term. But Abraham 
walked with God (Genesis 1 7 : 1 ) ,  and witnessed for 
God. He was generally recognized as God's man by the 
men of his time, much as a servant is identified with 
his master. He lived, walked, and spoke before God; 
he acknowledged the constant oversight of Jehovah and 
his own constant responsibility to him.

It was in the same sense that John the Baptist was 
a prophet. Our Lord bears testimony concerning him 
that he was “ more than a prophet”  (Matthew 1 1 : 9 ) ;  
he was “ called the prophet of the Highest (Luke 1 : 
7 6 ) ;  and in another place: “Among those that are bom  
of women there is not a greater prophet than John the 
Baptist” . (Luke 7 : 28) And yet, where are John's pro­
phecies ? There are none, as that word is generally used. 
But he was known and recognized as God’s man, Tor 
all held John as a prophet’ (Matthew 2 1 : 2 6 ) ;  he spoke 
for God, he reproved, rebuked, exhorted. In short, he 
was God’s spokesman in the world, and hence he was 
truly a prophet.

When our Lord Jesus said to the woman at Jacob’s 
Well, “ Go, call thy husband,”  and revealed the fact that 
he understood her past as well as her present life, she 
responded: “ Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet” . 
(John 4 : 1 9 )  He had not spoken of the future at all, 
but had looked at her present and back into her past. 
His words reproved her ef sin, as the words of John 
had reproved Herod. (Luke 3 : 19) ; thus by the same 
sign Jesus was marked as a prophet.

Another instructive illustration is found in Exodus 
7 : 1 .  Here Jehovah, speaking to Moses of Aaron, says: 
“ Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophetS” . But in an­
other place the same Hebrew word is used, and the same 
facts and circumstances are referred to, although a dif­
ferent word is used m the English translation: “ He 
shall be thy spokesman".— Exodus 4 : 1 6 .

That is the exact signification of the word. Spokes­
man is just what it means in both the Old Testament 
and the New. A  prophet was a man who spoke for God, 
witnessed for God, was recognized by the people as a 
man whom God had called, whom God had qualified, 
whom God had sent forth to be his spokesman in the 
world. He was, therefore, a “ man of God” .

HOW QUALIFIED?
To be a spokesman of another, certain qualifications 

are requisite. I f a man were to appoint a deputation 
to wait upon a certain person or group of persons on 
his behalf he should have to appoint a spokesman; and 
he should have to see that his spokesman understood
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perfectly what he wanted him to say, that he under­
stood the case, and that he would put it exactly as his 
authorizer wished it to be put. In  other words, the 
spokesman would have to be instructed with words and 
would have to be filled with the spirit and enthusiasm 
pervading the one to be represented.

But how could a man be qualified to speak for God? 
I f  we turn to Numbers 11 we have God’s own answer to 
this question. The Lord had instructed Moses to appoint 
seventy men, who should assist him m bearing the bur­
den of the people. God told him that he would put his 
spirit upon these helpers (verses 16, 17) ,  and accord­
ingly we read: “ The Lord came down in. a cloud, and 
spake unto him, and took of the spirit that was upon 
him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came 
to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they 
prophesied, and did not cease [l. e., it was no passing 
or temporary g ift] . But there remained two of the men 
in the camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and the 
name of the other Mcdad; and the spirit rested upon 
them ; and they were of them that were written, but 
went not out unto the tabernacle: and they prophesied 
in the camp, and there ran a young man and told 
Moses . . . and said, My Lord Moses, forbid them. 
And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake? 
Would God that all the Lord’ s people were prophets, 
and that the Lord vould put his spirit upon them.”

Hence, it is evident that a prophet was a man upon 
whom God had “ put his spirit” , and whom he had thus 
taught what was to be said, in the witness for him.

Furthermore, a prophet was one to whom the Lord 
had made himself Tcnoitm: “ Hear now my words: I f  
there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make 
myself known unto him” . (Numbers 1 2 : 6 )  A  prophet 
was also known as “ a man of the spirit” .— Hosea 9:7,  
margin.

Again it is written: “ Yet many years didst thou for­
bear them, and testifiedst against them by thy spirit 
in thy prophets” . (Nehemiah 9 : 3 0 ;  2 Chronicles 36 : 
12) Hence it was the Lord who spake by his spokes­
men, it was he who testified against his disobedient 
people, speaking by his spirit in his prophets.

He it was who said to Ezekiel: “ Son of man, I have 
made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: there­
fore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning 
from me” . (Ezekiel 3 : 1 7 )  It was Jehovah who said to 
Jeremiah: “ Thou shalt stand before him, and if thou 
take forth the precious from the vile thou shalt be as 
m y mouth" . — Jeremiah 15 :19.

The next point to be noted concerning the prophets 
is this, that there was no original provision for them 
under the law. Every other office was defined, and its 
duties were prescribed. The persons who were to perform 
those ddties were appointed, even down to those who 
carried the minutest parts of the Tabernacle, down to 
the hewers of wood and drawers of water for the service 
of the Lord. But there was no place named for the pro­

phet. And if Israel had walked in the way of God’s 
commandments, if they had proven faithful to the trust 
committed to them, there would not have been any 
need for prophets to be raised up.

But the priestly party in that day did exactly what 
the priestly party in every day has done— whether in 
false religions or true. The fallen propensities of men 
have ever inclined to use the influence and position 
which religion has given, for selfish advantage. The 
priests of Israel were no exception. They forgot the 
end and soon became absorbed in the means. They were 
soon involved in controversies as to the right mode of 
dividing the sacrifices, and as to the performance of 
their various duties. Hence the prophets were raised 
up, and the shortcomings of the established religionists 
were the constant theme of their testimony. The written 
record refers to this more than once when it is said: 
“ I will have mercy and not sacrifice” .— Hosea 6 : 5, >6; 
Matthew 9 : 1 3 ;  1 2 : 7 ;  1 Samuel 1 5 : 2 2 ;  Ecclesiastes 
5 : 1, 2 ;  Micah 6 : 6, 8 ;  Isaiah 1 : 1 1 - 2 0 ;  Psalm 50 : 8, 9, 
1 1 , 1 6 ;  Genesis 6 : 2 0 ;  7 : 2 1 ;  Amos 6 : 21, 22.

It  was for this reason, then, that the prophets were 
raised u p ; and it was for this reason, too, that they 
were always specially regarded as the opponents of the 
priestly party. Those who will be faithful spokesmen 
for God must appear to be “ against”  man. It  cannot 
be otherwise; because Jehovah’s thoughts are not man’s 
thoughts, nor are man’s ways like his ways.— Isa. 55 : 8.

It  is impossible, therefore, for anyone to be a faithful 
witness for God without appearing to be against man. 
This fact is clearly stated in the opening words of the 
prophecy of Jeremiah: “ Thou, therefore, gird up thy 
loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I  com­
mand thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I con­
found thee before them. For, behold, I have made thee 
this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar and brazen 
walls against the whole land, against the kings of 
Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests 
thereof, and against the people of the land. And they 
shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail 
against thee; for I  am with thee, saith the Lord, to 
deliver thee.” — Jeremiah 1 : 17-19.

The prophets were never popular. And the above 
commission shows why they were not popular. What 
with speaking against the whole land, the kings, the 
princes, the priests, and the people, they would be just 
about as popular as a skunk at a garden party. The 
prophets must be men who would never shrink from 
danger; must never mind reproach; must never be too 
careful of their own. reputation; they could never swim 
with the stream; their path could never be easy and 
smooth; they could never court success nor look upon 
it as their end; they could not make popularity their 
aim. The measure of their success was the measure 
of their faithfulness before God, whom they served as 
his spokesmen. I t  would not do to measure their suc­
cess by the way in which their testimony was received.
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They could neither regard the “ fear of man”  nor seek 
and be swerved by the “ praise of man” . They were 
distinctly men of God, God’s m en; and they were to 
fear only him and seek only his approbation.

And now, this important link m this chain of testi­
mony is: this is exactly our position here in this world 
today. In a sense the Bible is God’s prophet, for it con­
tains the completed prophetic revelation for the present 
time. But ive are witnesses for God in the measure that 
we have his Word. The last words of Jesus our Lord 
come echoing down the centuries, “ Ye shall be witnesses 
unto me” . (Acts 1 : 8 )  When he had spoken these words 
he was immediately taken up to heaven, and received 
out of their sight. Thus his last instructions were: “ Ye  
shall be witnesses unto me” . This shows that God’ s 
people now are his spokesmen, during the time when he 
is silent. God is now silent, but the time is near when 
he will again speak from heaven.— Psalm 50 : 1-3;  83 : 1.

Note the emphasis which is laid upon this fact. When 
Paul was raised up and sent forth to be an apostle 
his commission was: “ Thou shalt be his witness unto all 
men of what thou hast seen and heard” . (Acts 22:  15) 
Again, this time by the Lord, it is said to him: “ I 
have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a 
minister and a witness". (Acts 2 6 : 1 6 )  Peter also spoke 
of himself as “ an elder and a witness" . — 1 Peter 5 : 6.

But there is only one who could be called “ The Faith­
ful Witness” . (Revelation 1 : 5 )  We may be witnesses, 
but only the Lord Jesus can be called unqualifiedly 
faithful. In this, as in all else, he has the preeminence. 
(Colossians 1 : 1 8 )  When Jesus stood before Pilate, he 
said: “ To this end was 1 bom, and for this cause came 
I  into the world, that I  should bear witness unto the 
truth” . And without stretching the facts we may say: 
For this end have we the new life as new creatures, 
and for this cause are we sent into the world, to bear 
witness unto the truth. This is our commission, our 
work, our office, our duty, to bear witness to the truth, 
to Jesus Christ who is the Truth, the living Word 
(John 1 4 : 6 ) ,  and to that Word which is truth— the 
written Word.-— John 1 7 : 1 7 .

W e are to be witnesses unto him. That is to say, we 
are to be witnesses to a person; not merely to a creed, 
or to doctrines, or even to a system of Scripture inter­
pretation, but to him, the living, crucified, risen, and 
coming-to-rule Savior. “ Y e  shall be witnesses unto me.”

The gospel is the good news about this Savior. We 
are not commissioned to adapt the gospel to every crea­
ture, but to preach it to every creature. (Matthew 28 : 
19) This witness is to be unchangeable; it is one wit­
ness for all countries, and for all ages, and for all con­
ditions of men. Then the Lord goes on to define the 
spheres of this witness— three concentric circles. First 
of all was the innermost circle, “ Jerusalem and all 
Judea” ; that was the place where they-‘had the Scrip­
tures and professed to know them. There was the Tem ­
ple; and the people professed to draw nigh to God,

though it was only with their lips and not with their 
hearts. This was the circle of piosity, religiousness. 
The next circle of witness was large enougli to take m 
“ Samaria” . Now it is written of the Samaritans that 
“ they feared the Lord [Jehovah] and served their own 
gods” . (2 Kings 1 7 : 3 3 )  That is, they knew about 
Jehovah and his power but did not go up to Jerusalem 
to serve him, out of political reasons. This, then, was 
the circle of corrupt religion.

Then there was a wider sweep— “the uttermost part 
of the earth” . This was the realm of no religion or else 
of false religion. But observe that there was not one 
witness for one of these fields and another witness for 
another. N o : it was the same witness for each; the 
same witness for the places steeped m religion, for the 
places of corrupt or faithless religion, and for the do­
mains of false and no religion. “ Y e shall be witnesses 
unto m e."

Thank God, we have the same promise that Jeremiah 
had. The Lord promised to be with him, therefore he 
was not to fear kings, princes, priests, or people. They 
would try to kill him;  they would put him in prison, 
and in the dungeon, as they did; but The Lord was 
with him, and delivered him’ . (Jeremiah 1 : 1 9 )  That 
was the gracious promise. And do not present-day wit­
nesses have the same promise from their Lord? They 
are commanded to go into all the world, preaching the 
good news to every creature and, “ Lo, I  am with you 
alway [all the days], even to the end of the world” —  
the consummation of the age.

TRUE PROTESTANTS
Strange to say, the very word which most nearly 

describes the work and position of the Lord’s people 
in the world is the word protestant. The first syllable 
“ pro”  is the same as the first syllable of the word 
prophet. I t  means before or for, just as does the prefix 
pro in the word prophet. Testes is the Latin word for 
witness, and testans signifies witnessing. The same ele­
ments are discernible in our words testify and testimony. 
Therefore a true protestant is one who witnesses for 
God. He protests for God and against whatever God has 
pointed out in his Word as evil and displeasing to him. 
The one who thus witnesses is God’s protestant, God’s 
prophet, God’s spokesman, God’ s man, “ the man of God” . 
He is not growling or grumbling out of personal crab­
bedness and dissatisfaction; rather, he protests or wit­
nesses because he has the word or message of God, and, 
having that word, he is authorized to speak it. “ He that 
hath my word, let him speak my word.” — Jer. 23 : 28.

The one who protests against Rome and against noth­
ing else may be doing so out of personal animosity. 
While that should not be forgotten, neither should any­
thing be overlooked which stands against Christ’s per­
fect order.

Many names are cherished in Christendom; but they 
are not the divinely-given appellations. We call our­
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selves most easily “ Christians” , but that is not the dis­
tinctive name of the Lord’s people. In the Scriptures 
they are called Christians only three times, but not by 
the Lord. Once we read that disciples “ were called 
Christians first at Antioch”  (Acts 11 : 2 6 ) ;  once the 
term is used as a reproach by Agrippa, “ Thou wouldst 
fam make me a Christian”  ( Acts 2 6 : 2 8 ) ;  and once 
when St. Peter exhorts those who suffer as Christians. 
(1 Peter 4 :  16) This word was itself the basis of the 
charge against the early church and later the actual 
charge, the word used m the indictment. In  the midst 
oi the persecutions under Nero early believers were wont 
to hear the cry: “ The Christians to the lions” . So, “ if 
any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed". 
It was the name of reproach and derision which was 
given to God’s people by others.

But there are two words used in New Testament 
Gieek which are very similar in their meaning. One 
of them signifies to be a prophet; the other to be a 
witness —  piopliets and martyrs, spokesmen and wit­
nesses. These taken together are used upwards of eighty 
times to describe God’s people of the grace dispensation. 
And both of these ideas are combined in the word prot- 
istant. This word does not date from the Keformation. 
It is at least as old as the fourth century; for it is 
found in the Latin Vulgate of Jerome, which was the 
version made in the year 385 A. D. It stands today in 
every papal Latin Bible in 2 Chronicles 24 : 19. “ Y et  
he sent prophets to them to bring them again unto 
the Lord; and they testified against* them ; but they 
did not give ear.”  The word for testified against is 
pi otestantes;  in other words, ‘they protested to them’. 
Thus the word protestant is identified with the old 
prophets of Jehovah who were sent to witness for him  
where so many were witnessing against him.

Now, as the last point, let us see how it is that this 
term is connected with the words, “the man of God” . 
“ The man of God” was the people’s name for the 
heaven-sent and heaven-directed prophet in Old Testa­
ment times. Most other men were for themselves, but 
this one was for God, worked for him. All through the 
historical books this name is met with, used in a popu­
lar way. This is the meaning of the expression as we 
find it in the letters to Timothy.

Now we are prepared to understand why if is that 
this expression is used in connection with Timothy. 
Mow is anyone qualified to be God’ s spokesman? I f  
we are disposed to be faithful witnesses for God how 
shall we know what he would have us say? Where is 
the testimony that he would have us give ? Only in the 
W ord of T ru th ! That is why the expression “ the man 
of God”  is found connected with the declaration: “ All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit­
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc­
tion in righteousness” . And why has God taken pains

• The Latin reads: “ Mlttebatque els prophetas at rerertereatur ad Dominum, quos 
|I;0'FESTANTES, Jill audire nolebant” .

to inspire the Scriptures? Why is it that they are pro­
fitable? It  i« because God’ s spokesman is to be thor­
oughly furnished, completely fitted out.

It is now seen how “ the man of God”  having the 
Scripture hidden in his heart is like a vessel equipped 
for every emergency. Only he, and he only, is fitted 
out and thoroughly furnished so as to be able to meet 
the dangers of these last days which are referred to 
in the foregoing verses of this chapter.— 2 Tim. 3 : 1 - 9 .

And why is the term “ the man of God”  used in con­
nection with Timothy? Because he from his youth up 
had known the Scriptures. Only those who have them, 
who have learned them, and who have been assured of 
them(2 Timothy 3 : 1 4 ) are qualified to be God’s spokes­
men, can know what God wishes them to say. I f  we 
are to be God’s witnesses now we must be acquainted 
with the teachings of God's Word, so that others seeing 
and hearing us may take knowledge of us that we have 
been with Jesus, and may recognize us as men of God. 
Studying the books of men one can become a man of 
men, but only by studying the Book of God can one 
become a “ man of God” . Of course, this is not dis­
daining any help from others who are likeminded to­
ward God’s W ord ; for Timothy had the early help of 
his mother and grandmother, and the later help of the 
apostle Paul.

“It  is required in stewards that a man be found 
faithful.”  (1 Corinthians 4 :  2) Faithfulness is the only 
standard which will be used to judge us when we stand 
before the seat of Christ to be reckoned with as his 
own servants. To no one will it be said, 'W ell done, 
good and successful servant,’ but, “ Well done, good and 
faithful servant” . Even this faithfulness cannot be so 
wise and flawless as was that of our Master; but he 
calls it faithfulness none the less.

To be popular is not our a im ; to be successful is 
not our hope; we are not to be guided by visible results; 
we are called to be faithful in our testimony, regardless 
of, yes, in spite of results. I f  faithfulness is the guide 
of our conduct this will be true success.

The Apostle charges Timothy: “ If thou put the 
brethren in remembrance of these tilings, thou shaft he 
a good minister of Jesus Christ” . (1 Timothy 4 : 6 )  
Whatever these things were, they were a test of Timo­
thy’s ministry. What were they? They are found m  
the verses just preceding: “ Now the spirit speaketh 
expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart 
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits [deceiv­
ing spirits, evil angels] and doctrines of devils [“ Ye  
shall not surely die”  and “ Ye shall be as gods” ] ,  speak­
ing lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared 
with a hot iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding 
to abstain from meats”

While all these principles are observable in the false 
Koniish religion of today, it would be a mistake to sup­
pose that they are found nowhere else. To forbid any­
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thing which the Bible does not forbid, to command to 
abstain from anything which the Bible does not com­
mand, and to do these things as in the nature of re­
ligious ordinances, would be equally dangerous ground 
to that occupied by Rome.

To sum up the various links in this chain of evidence 
and testimony we find: (1 ) that “ the man of God” was 
a prophet; (2 ) that the prophet was a spokesman; (3 )  
that the office and duty of a spokesman was and is the 
duty of all whom God has called and sent; (4 ) that this

duty has its necessary qualifications, which consist of the 
spirit of God and the Word of God.

To have the Scriptures of truth so hidden in our 
hearts that we may be faithful witnesses for God ami 
against all that is causing the ecclesiastical, commercial, 
and political corruption of the present day is the wor­
thiest ambition we can have. But to go through L e 
motions without the motives will be of no avail. A 
hatred of evil that does not have rootage in the fear of 
the Lord is not acceptable to him.— Proverbs 8 : 1 3 .

THE REVOLT OF JEROBOAM
------- J a n u a r y  1 — 1 K i n g s  12:1  — 13: 6 -------------

TWO KINGS W HO LOST THEIB OPPORTUNITIES — OPPOSING W ISE COUNSEL —  THE PU N ISH M EN T OF PRIDE---- THE DIVIDED KINGDOM

—  THE RELAPSE INTO IDOLATRY

“Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven image, nor any likeness of antj thing that is in heaven above, or that is m the 
earth beneath, or that is in the ivatcr under the eaith thou shalt not bow down 

thyself unto them not serve them.''— Elodits 20.Ji..r>

W ITH this lesson Is commenced a nine-months course 
of study in the later leaders and prophets of the 
Jewish nation. The first quarter of this series deals 

with the northern kingdom of Israel, the ten tribes; the 
second quarter with the southern kingdom of Judah; and 
the third quarter with the exile and restoration.

Upon the death of Solomon Rehoboam his son came into 
the kingly power. Although Solomon had a thousand wives, 
he was not blessed with a numerous offspring. Only one 
son is ever mentioned. This son’s mother was an Ammon- 
ltess, and had influenced her royal spouse to build for her 
a temple to Moloch on Mount Olivet, facing the Temple. 
The many wise counsels of Proverbs were doubtless uttered 
in the first instance for the benefit of Solomon's son, who 
was seen by his father to be developing anything but wis­
dom. “A wise son maketh a glad father.” But the unwisdom 
of Rehoboam must have caused many a heavy hour to King 
Solomon.

Several months passed after Solomon’s death, and Reho­
boam, possibly fearing to call the northern tribes to Jeru­
salem for his own installation as king, went himself with 
a retinue to Shechem, a historic place within the realms 
of Manasseh. Shechem had been in fact a national sanctuary 
(Joshua 24 :1 ), the site of Abraham’s altar. It was like­
wise Jacob’s first home. It was where the tribes met. It 
was where Joseph was buried. It was where Abimelech’s 
plot to gain control of the judgeship of all Israel was 
hatched. Later it fell to the degraded name of Svchar, 
drunkenness. (Isaiah 28:1-13) It was where Jesus talked 
with the woman at the well. Yet here alone in all the 
world is the paschal lamb still slain, in any official way. 
The long-standing envy of Ephraim against Judah (Isaiah 
11:13), is thus still manifested by the Samaritan priests

Toward the latter end of Solomon’s reign, that monarch 
had taken note of one Jeroboam, an Ephraimite, and placed 
him over the levied workmen from the house of Joseph, 
i. e., from Ephraim and Manasseh. While thus engaged 
as a structural foreman under King Solomon Jeroboam 
received word from Jehovah through his Prophet (1 Kings 
11:31,32) to the effect that the twelve tribes should be 
torn asunder, and ten of them given to Jeroboam. When 
news of this prophecy reached the ears of Solomon, he set 
about to apprehend and kill the valiant Ephraimite. But 
that crafty one escaped to Egypt and remained there until 
Solomon’s death. During the months following he returned

to his native lull country, just about in time for the inter­
tribal meet at which Rehoboam expected to be proclaimed 
king.

Jeroboam headed a delegation to Rehoboam, which pie- 
sented a petition or formal request for a lightening of the 
royal exactions which Solomon had made. The people com­
plained of two things, excessively laborious service, and a 
heavy taxation. Jeroboam himself had been the immediate 
cause of the heavy service, at least ovei Ephraim ami M.i- 
nasseh. (1 Kings 11:28) At first Solomon appears to have 
used no Israelite in drudgery. But later, when he had for­
saken the God of Israel, he revived the Egyptian bondage 
and seems to have used the Israelites as slaves m connec­
tion with the extensive building operations in and around 
Jerusalem.

Since Jeroboam had divine assurance of receiving ten of 
the twelve tribes, the delegation expressed itself with con­
siderable candor. They told Rehoboam that if he was will­
ing to be a servant of the people, they, in turn, would 
serve lnm all the days. This is the constitutional idea of 
a king; he is the servant, but not the slave of the people. 
Every regal act of a just king is a service to his subjects. 
So has It seldom been among men ; but so it shall be when 
the true King comes in.

The way to insure the obedience of a people is to hold 
the reins of empire with a steady and impartial hand: 
let the people see that the king lives for them and not for 
himself, and they will both obey and love him. A mere 
show of force is not enough. Even astute worldly rulers 
have realized that unless they could command the respect 
and even love of their people, their power rested on a very 
slippery foundation.

“THE THIRD DAY”
When this proposal was made to Rehoboam, he did not 

answer at once, but bade the delegation return on the third 
day. Then the new king (of Judah, but not of the northern 
tribes) consulted with the old men who had been accus­
tomed to give advice to his father. But this was merely 
a formality. Rehoboam was not honestly seeking compe­
tent counsel. He was merely looking for someone to tell 
him that his own views and sentiments were all right. Con­
ceit and pride stood in the way and always stand in the 
way of wisdom

Not pleased with the advice of the old men, the king 
turned to the young men who had been his companions
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for years. It has long been the custom to bring up heirs 
apparent with others of their age, In order to stimulate 
the young princes to superior prowess and activity of mind. 
These young men knew what Rehoboam was looking for. 
They knew what they were expected to say, and said it. 
They were looking for political preferment and royal favors. 
They knew the advice of the old men was unpalatable; 
they knew that it seemed to the Inexperienced king like 
giving up his royal prerogatives; for what king did not 
do with his subjects just ns he pleased? ‘Rehoboam, if you 
start off by yielding to these people’s demands, the first 
thing you know they will be running the kingdom instead 
of you’—

So Rehoboam inclined to the advice given by the younger 
men, who seemed to him much more representative of the 
times than those members of a generation Just about to die 
olf. ‘Those old men may have been very well in their day, 
hut these days you have to show people their place. I expect 
to make these northerners eat out of my hand.’

The young men were imbued with all the contempt for 
popular demands, and with all the pride and insolence of 
a narrow and exclusive aristocracy. They advised Reho- 
hoam to “stand pat” , hold his ground, and answer the peo­
ple stoutly, show them he was not to be trifled with, etc. 
Tell them: ‘As much as the thigh surpasses the little finger 
in thickness, so much does my power exceed that of my 
father’. They forgot that Rehoboam did not have his father’s 
u lsdom and prestige; and they overlooked the fact that 
the people were merely waiting for the old king to die to 
take their stand.

On the third day the delegation returned. Note the dif­
ference between this descendant of David and the One who 
shall sit upon his throne for ever. Rehoboam had demanded 
the people come to him on the third day; whereupon he 
threatened them with a heavy yoke. Jesus came to the peo­
ple on the third day with an assurance of his promise to 
give them an easy yoke.—Matthew 11: 29, 30; Acts 17: 31.

DEFIANCE AND REVOLT
The cause, or better, the turning away or the division, 

was of the Lord. The Lord did nothing to Interfere with
the hardness of Rehoboam's heart and with the folly of 
his decision Rehoboam soon found that there is a limit 
to the influence of brag and bluster. In his arrogant self- 
confidence he mistook his own obstinacy for vigor. Then 
there was One whom he had overlooked altogether when 
he was seeking aihice He had not inquired of Jehovah.

The outcome of the second hearing was an expression of 
defiance and revolt from the representatives of the north­
ern tribes In substance they said to Rehoboam: What 
portion have we with David’s house; why should we con­
tinue to ally ourselves with the son of Jesse? This title 
was used in contempt. Compare 1 Samuel 16; 18: 20: 31; 
22 : 7-9; 25 • 10; 2 Samuel 20:1.

The cry went forth: “To your gods, O Israel!” This is 
one of the eighteen passages which were emended by textual 
experts after the captivity and made to read. “To your 
tents” . With the establishment of synagogues and the fre­
quent reading of the Word, it was esteemed improper to 
put befoie the minds of the ordinary hearers this suggestion 
of poll theism, or the worship of more than one God. The 
text was not intended to be mutilated for study purposes, 
lion ever. The correct reading was preserved in the Mas- 
soretic, or marginal notes, which also acted in the capacity 
of a concordance All standard Hebrew manuscripts con­
tain this note By the change of two middle letters the 
word ‘gods' was made into ‘tents’, as was also done in 
2 Samuel 20: 1. (Compare 2 Chronicles 10:16) The sin was 
apostacy tiom Jehotall’s worship in Jerusalem, and the

root of it is found in these words. The attitude of the 
delegation was: ‘You Davidians go and worship your own 
gods; we will take care of ourselves’.

Some of the northern tribes did dwell in Judah, probably 
out of religious motives. Here was a nucleus of true wor­
shipers, which was constantly added to through succeeding 
years. (1 Kings 12 :19 ; 3 Chronicles 9: 3; 2 Chronicles 10:17; 
11: 3,16,17 ; 15: 9; 1 6 :1 ; 19:8 ; 23: 2 ; 30:1, 5,10.11; 31:6) 
Judah was thus always representative of "all Israel” . There 
was a steady increase in Judah caused by a constant emi­
gration of believers from the northern tribes into Judah. 
At the time of our lesson Rehoboam could assemble,380,000 
men-at-arms (a strong drop from David’s 470,000—2 Samuel 
2 4 :9 ) ; Abijah (eighteen years later), 400,000; Asa (six 
years later), 580,000; Jehoshapliat (thirty-two years later), 
1,160,000. On the other hand, with Israel Jeroboam could 
assemble 800,000 men, while Ahab’s army (iiity-odd years 
afterward) was compared to “ two little flocks of kids” (1 
Kings 20:27) which could not stand against the Syrians. 
Jeroboam did not keep his part of the contract; therefore 
Jehovah was under no obligation to defend him or his.

REVENUE OFFICER STONED
Petulant at the bold-faced demands which had been made 

by the delegation led by Jeroboam, Rehoboam determined 
to test out the matter by sending his secretary of the 
treasury, Adoram,- to collect revenue, and possibly make 
levies of men for public service. The sending of Adoram to 
collect the taxes when the public mind was in such a state 
of fermentation was another proof of Rehoboam’s folly and 
Incapacity to govern. Indignant at the master, the people 
stoned the servant, and thus Rehoboam came to realize 
that there was a full-fledged rebellion going, and for his 
own safety he had better retire in haste over the Manasslte 
and Ephraimite border and into friendly Benjamite terri­
tory. This he did.

Thus it was that Shechem, twice the scene of blood, was 
the stage of this unhappy division. Jesus, on the same spot, 
laid down the principle which will eventunlly bring harmony, 
the principle that neither in Jerusalem (as such) nor in 
the hills of Ephraim (as such) should Jehovah be worshiped, 
but in spirit and in truth.—John 4: 21.

.Temboam, who knew all along that he was to be made 
king over the ten tribes, was now called upon by repre­
sentatives of those families to take his office Only Judah 
remained under Rehoboam. One tribe is here put for, and 
includes, Simeon, Benjamin, and Levi, and others who joined 
later.—2 Chronicles 11:13 ; 15 : 9.

Once Rehoboam had gained Jerusalem, he made prepara­
tions to quell the rebellion ; but word from the Lord through 
the prophet Shemaiah deterred him from making any actual 
advance. Rehoboam was not distinguished for deference to 
Jehovah’s wishes, but in this case he was probably glad to 
have a good excuse for not moving against a much superior 
force, which had not only the advantage of numbers, but 
the advantage of being on its own ground.

The people of Judah were also doubtless glad; for the 
mass of mankind are always averse to war. Rarely indeed 
would nations ever rise up against each other, were they 
not instigated to it, or compelled by their uilers.

While Rehoboam did not make an advance, he did proceed 
to strengthen his own fortifications, and build new ones, 
especially on the side toward Egypt, which country had 
sheltered Jeroboam and which might be his ally against 
Judah. In the northern tribes Jeroboam proceeded to re­
build or repair Shechem. This doubtless included increasing 
its fortifications. (2 Chronicles 11:11) I’enuel, on the east 
of Jordan, was also rebuilt and strengthened.—Genesis 32: 
80; Judges 8 : 8.
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THE WORKINGS OF FEAR
While thus engaged, Jeroboam was doing some thinking 

and was seeking some counsel, “but not of Jehovah” .(Isaiah 
30 1) The king “ said in his heart” that if every male in 
the northern tubes went to Jerusalem three times a year 
as prescribed b.\ the Mosaic law, their fealty would he 
drawn away tiom him and he would suffer serious reverses, 
lie  would have been ashamed to speak these words aloud; 
foi they would reieal his own cowardice and lack of faith 
in God.

'I he outcome of his ponderings and Ins seekings of human 
counsel was that he made two golden calves; setting one 
up in Belh-el, which was near to the Benjaunte border, 
and in the extreme south of his domain, and another In 
Dan, in the exticme north Betli-el liad a religious atmos­
phere The Lord had appeared there tw ice to Jacob, and 
more recent religious gatherings had been held there by 
Samuel Dan, originally Laisli, was also a place of religious 
associations, but connected with idolatry.—Judges 18:7-10, 
27-20

Jeroboam invented a political religion, and instituted 
feasts in liis own times, different from those appointed by 
the Lord; gave the people certain days of devotion, and 
pretended to them it would be both inconvenient and op­
pressive to go up to Jerusalem to worship Thus he founded 
his new religion on a lie ; for Jerusalem was almost as 
near to half his nation as Beth-el, and this was not the 
real reason for the setting up of the golden calves. This 
was not the last time that religion was made a state engine 
to serve political purposes. It is strange that in pointing 
out his calves to the people he should use the same words 
which Aaron used when he made the golden calf in the 
wilderness! But there were no synagogues in those days, 
and the people’s ideas of past history were vague, hearing 
it read only once in seven years.

Jeroboam was fresh from Egypt, where he had seen the 
worship of Apis, the sacred hull, kept at Memphis and also 
at Heliopolis. The thing that impressed Jeroboam about 
the Egyptian worship was that it worked. Anyway, Aaron 
had made a calf in a time of national crisis and had gotten 
along fairly well with it. ‘It can’t be as bad as those 
Judean clergy have made out. Why should I worry about 
the Jerusalem practices, when Jehovah 1ms given me this 
kingdom? He gave me no new religion, so I am justified 
in doing the best I can to fix up one of my own.’

When the devil tries to get people to take up with ills 
plans he always pretends to be working for the interests of 
the tempted. It was not ostensibly the worship of the new 
god which Jeroboam was setting up—oh no— , it was merely 
worshiping Jehovah in a new way. This, he implied, was 
the God of their fathers, only the ritual was conducted in 
different style, that was all. Jeroboam sought to clothe his 
calves with the glory of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt.

UNBELIEF AND SIN
Unbelief lay at tlie root of Jeroboam’s sin, as it lies at 

tlie root of all willful sin. (1 Kings 11:37,38) The king 
had no real cause for fear. Jehovah had promised him 
security in his kingdom, if he obeyed; but the little mite

of power turned bis head at once. God had given him the 
kingdom but ho would have to resort to all kinds of ex­
pediency, to the basest opportunism, to bold that kingdom. 
How few there are that can keep balanced under the weight 
of power or authority, without counteracting chastisements 
and humiliations. Saul could not do. David could not do 
it. Solomon could not do it. Rehobonm could not do it; 
neither could Jeroboam

Since Jeroboam had made objects of worship, of course 
he had to go still further and make some priests. For these 
new political jobs he took the people indifferently as they 
came, and naturally the ne’er-do-wells, good-for-nothings, 
and baser sort were the first to apply. Any priests would 
do well enough for such gods. The Levites, for the most 
part, remained true to the Temple worship. But the sons 
of Jonathan, the grandson of Moses, were doubtless ready 
to act as priests, as they had already been doing at Dan.— 
Judges 18.30

Probably Jeroboam and those who worshiped with him 
argued that the calves were merely symbolic of Jehovah’s 
power. But the maklDg of them was in direct violation 
oi the Lord’s ordinance, as quoted at the head of this lesson. 
The thing grew into a very great and complex sin. It was 
the .siu of idolatry; it was the sin of disobedience; it was 
the sin of schism, God having promised the political dmsion, 
but not a different religion; and it was the sin of pride 
and personal ambition; it was the sin of unbelief; it was 
the sin of debasing example before the people, hence the 
twenty-one-times repeated stigma, “Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat who made Israel to sin” .—1 Kings 13:34; 14:10; 
15:26, 30, 34; 16:2, 19, 26, etc.

A SELF-MADE HIGH PRIEST
Yes indeed, Jeroboam made himself high priest. Tlie priest 

at Jerusalem was pro-Judah, and it would never do for 
Jeroboam to let his people come in contact with that crowd. 
He perceived that by taking the high priest’s position to 
himself and being both priest and king he would attach to 
his own person more of the reverence of the people This 
was exactly opposite to what God had stipulated The 
divine arrangement was so ordered as to put less power 
Into the hands of the rulers, and to keep their religion on 
a separate basis from their civil matters Heathen rulers 
did the same as Jeroboam, even going a step further and 
making themselves the supreme god of the laud.

Evil is insidious, and every parting of the ways, every 
leaving of the divine path, signifies a separation from right­
eousness to a degree we are unable to estimate at the be­
ginning. The only safe course to pursue is to trust in the 
Lord and to be glad for whatever his providences may mark 
out for us, and to refuse to have anything contrary to his 
will, however desirable it may be, however gratifying to 
human ambition. Ambition is a dangerous thing, especially 
in our present imperfect condition, where nur judgments 
are sadly waiped from the fall, where our knowledge is so 
imperfect, and where Satan is sure to put light for darkness 
and daikness for light. Our ambitions must be curbed, must 
be brought into subjection to the wdll of God in Christ, if 
we would be on safe ground as new creatuius

ELIJAH THE TISHBITE
—  J a n u a r y  8 —  1 K in g s  17:1-24 --------

ELIJAH ’ S HOLD PROPHECY —  TH E  PROPHET PRESERVED---- E L IJA H  AT 7 MIEPH \ T 1 T — T H E  W'lDOW’ s  TRUST KEW VRDED

“ But seek ye first his kingdom, and lus ? igliteousness;  and

O UR last lesson dealt with the beginning of the reign 
of Jeroboam the first king of Israel. Today the 
scene is laid In the reign of Ahab, the eighth king 

of Israel. A brief survey of these seven kings and of the

all these things shall he added unto you.”—Matthew 6: S3
tlnee kings. ot Judah, whose leigns were contemporary, 
may be illunnnatne as inspects the present lesson.

In Judah Rehoboam reigned seventeen years, during which 
time the Temple and palace were spoiled of great treasure
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by Shishak, king of Egypt; and Judah fought with Israel. 
Rehoboani was succeeded by Abijam, who sinned like hia 
father and who reigned only three years. Then came Asa, 
who reigned forty-one years. He abolished idolatry; re­
stored the worship of Jehovah; and defeated the Ethiopian 
Zerah, by God’s help. When Baasha invaded Benjamin Asa 
obtained the help of Ben-Hadad, king of Damascus, to 
drive him out. Asa was not so true to Jehovah in the last 
half of his reign as In the first.

While this history of Judah was anything but ideal, it 
nevertheless stands in marked contrast to the fitful hap­
penings in Israel. For during these sixty years only three 
kings (and they all of one family) sat on the throne In 
Judah ; while in Israel’s troubled history seven kings and 
five dynasties had seen their day. It is a sad record of 
terror, assassination, suicide, and civil war. Now the eighth 
king, Ahab, was reigning in Israel and the fourth, Jeho- 
shaphat, in Judah.

In Israel, then, were Jeroboam, who reigned twenty-two 
years; Nadab his son, who was murdered by his successor, 
having reigned only two years; Baasha, who followed Jero­
boam’s idolatry and was threatened with disaster by the 
prophet .Tehu, reigned twenty-four years; Elah, who in the 
midst of a drunken carouse was assassinated by Zimrl, 
held the reins for two years; Zimri, who made Tirza his 
capital and set fire to it when he saw that Omri would 
take it, perishing in the flames, guided the affairs of state 
only seven days. Omri, w'ho was a general made king by 
his army, held sway for twelve years in all, during which 
time Tibui, a rival claimant to the throne, fought against 
him for five years; Tibni was followed by half of Israel, 
but Onui’s final seven years were so powerful that his 
influence was felt In surrounding nations. He was more 
wicked than his predecessors. Then comes Ahab the son 
of Omri, an evil king who reigned twenty-two years. Con­
cerning him It is said: “And it came to pass, as if it had 
been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, that he took to -wife Jezebel the daughter 
of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians, and went and served 
Baal, and worshiped him. And he reared up an altar for 
Baal in the house of Baal which he had built in Samaria. 
And Ahab made the Asherah; and Ahab did yet more to 
provoke Jehovah, the God of Israel, to auger than all the 
kings of Israel that were before him”—no small notoriety 1 
—1 Kings 16: 31-33.

Ahab inclined to the worship of the Sidonian Venus, 
Ashtoretli or Astarte; for she was the goddess of lust. 
Jezebel inclined more to the worship of Baal the cruel 
and bloody bully, god of rapacious power, the devil’s own 
ideal. Jehovah had long before spoken about these things: 
“ If ye turn aside and serve other gods, and worship them, 
then the Lord’s wrath shall be kindled against you; and 
he will shut up the heaven, that there be no rain” . (Deu­
teronomy 11:16, 17) Before this there had been idolatry 
in Israel, but there was no definite turning aside to worship 
other gods. They had worshiped Jehovah, nominally, but 
used idols to do It with.

THE MAN OF GOD
Suddenly there appears on the scene Elijah the Tishblte; 

like a Luther, yet more surely guided in his official acts 
and utterances than was that later mouthpiece of God. 
Elijah was one of the sojourners, pilgrim brethren, or itin­
erants, originally deriving from Gilead, to the east of 
Jordan, In the country of Gad. He was a picturesque 
character, bearing a highly significant name; for Elijah 
means ‘Jehovah my God’.

The first recorded utterance of this prophet, or man of 
God, was against Ahab, on account of his abominations

which he had introduced into the land of Israel. "As Je­
hovah, the God of Israel, liveth, before whom I stand, 
there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according 
to my word.” These bold and solemn words begin with the 
form of oath prescribed by the law. (Deuteronomy 6 :1 3 ; 
Jeremiah 4 :2 )  To stand before God meant to serve him 
in the capacity of spokesman; to wait for his message, 
and then to tell it.

There were heavy night mists in northern Palestine, which 
were very refreshing, even when the soil was unvlsited by 
regular rain. These special dews are referred to in the 
One Hundred Thirty-Third Psalm as “the dew of Hermon” . 
They were caused in part by the influence of the snows 
on the summit of Mount Hermon. But neither these night 
mists nor regular rain were to bless Israel for a period 
of at least three years. The word “years” in Hebrew is 
net dual but plural, and must mean at least three years. 
The New Testament (Luke 4 :2 5 ; James 5:17,18) tells 
us the exact total length of time involved in the drought— 
three years and six months. The fair assumption is that 
when Elijah deliveied this message to Ahab there had been 
already six months without ram. The regular periods for 
rain were spring and fall. (Joel 2 :23) And since there 
is some reason to compare this tliree-and-n-balf-year period 
with our Lord's ministry, the probabilities are that the 
appealaacr of Elijah before Ahab was in the spring and 
that the drought ended in the spring, three years afterward.

Again the word of the Lord came to Elijah. He wa^ God’s 
messenger and spokesman. It was not, therefore, for him 
to agonize and try to produce a message; it was for him 
to wait until the message was given him. This time the 
Lord’s word did not call him to deeds of valor. He was to 
leave his words and allow them to produce whatever effect 
they would, neither waiting nor watching nor worrying 
about them. He was sent into retirement, to teach him 
humility. The Prophet was directed to journey eastward 
across Jordan and to hide himself in the ravine called 
Cherith, most likely in territory which was familiar to him. 
There, and there alone, he was to be supplied with the 
necessities of life. Nowhere else would do. Anywhere but 
In God’s appointed place he would have perished.

IN THE RAVINE
Elijah went and did according to the command of the 

Lord. Hiding in the ravine was not heroic or stirring work; 
but it was a part of his training for Carmel. It was there 
that he learned to trust God Implicitly, and in that trust 
there is power.

The ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, 
and bread and flesh In the evening, and he drank of the 
brook. This is the first record we have of meat breakfasts 
and meat suppers, and it is probably an indication of the 
ordinary diet of the people at the time. Whatever view 
be held of the manner of feeding, one thing must never be 
lost sight o f ; and that is that it was by the Lord’s spe­
cific command. Omnipotence was the power behind the work.

The Hebrew word for ravens is “ReB'M. But ancient 
Hebrew had no vowel points, so that all that appears in the 
ancient manuscripts is RBM. It is worthj of note that the 
Hebrew word for Arabians is ‘ R 'B’M. or, written Hebrew 
style, RBM. There is still another word with the same 
consonants, “RT^M. This last word signifies the inhabitants 
of Orbo. And one of the rabbinical works says concerning 
this place: “There is a town in the vicinity of Bethshan 
[Scythopolis] and Its name is Orbo” . Eusebius Hieronymus, 
better known as Jerome, spent many years in Palestine 
studying the customs and language of the people and the 
geography of the land, that he might the more intelligently 
translate the Scriptures from Greek into Latin. He says
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on tins passage: “The Orbim[or, as we would say, Orbians], 
inhabitants of a town in the confines of the Arabs, gave 
nourishment to Elijah” . Perhaps those involved, whether 
Israelitish Orbians or others, were some of the seven thou­
sand who had not bowed the knee to Baal. (1 Kings 19: 18; 
Romans 11: 4) They would be most interested in the pro­
ject of feeding God’s prophet and of keeping his hiding 
place a secret.

We do not at all question the Lord’s ability to use the 
raven, an unclean and abominable carrion bird (Leviticus 
11:13-15), for the purposes required. But where the text 
admits of another interpretation, it is at least due our 
readers to give the facts in the case.

Elijah drank of the brook: but he drank of more than 
the. brook. He drank deep of the river of God’s peace and 
power For, while the water of the brook ran lower and 
lower, and its pebbles finally glistened m the sunshine, 
Elijah’s trust did not give out. He was to wait there until 
the Lord instructed him to move: and wait he did. Patience 
is an element of strength , petulance of weakness.

Finally the word of the Lord came to him again, this 
time directing him to go to Znrephath, a town m Phoenicia, 
between Tyre and Sidon, but nearer the latter place There 
a certain widow was to sustain him, this time, also, by 
divine supervision and command.

ON TO ZAREPHATH
After a journey of some eighty-five miles, probably keep­

ing to the east of Jordan and turning westward from Dan, 
Elijah came to the gate of the city of Sarepta, or Zare- 
phath. No sooner had he readied the city gate than he 
beheld a widow gathering sticks. This is one of the nine 
widows mentioned in the Bible. But this woman was a 
Syro-Phcenician, a member of the same heathen race that 
had sent Baal worship into Israel Could it be that this 
was the woman meant? He would see. He called to her 
and said: “Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, 
that I may drink” . From Deuteronomy 33 : 24, taken in 
connection with Joshua 19:24-28, we learn that there was 
an abundance of oil in tins district, but that water was 
scarce. Nevertheless, the widow proceeded to procure the 
water. Now Elijah would make doubly sure of the identity 
of the woman, so, as she was going, he called to her and 
said: “Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine 
hand”. She answered in words which show that she recog­
nized him to be an Israelite. She said: “As Jehovah thy 
God liveth, I have not a cake, but [only] a handful of meal 
in a jar, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am 
gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress It for me 
and my son; that we may eat it and die” .

The Prophet reassured the woman, though even with his 
reassurances she was subjected to a great test of faith. 
She probably did not have much knowledge o f the true 
God, but she had the raw material of faith, a trustful 
disposition One cannot help comparing this Syro-Phoenician 
woman with one whom our Lord' blessed near to this same 
spot, and concerning whom he said “O woman, great is 
thy faith” . (Matthew 15:28) Singularly enough, this is 
the only event connected with Elijah which our Lord men­
tions.—Luke 4: 25, 26.

Phoenicia was dependent upon Israel for its grain supply; 
therefore the famine in Israel affected Zarephath. The 
same dependency existed during the time of the early 
church; for war between Herod and the Phoenicians was 
called off by the latter people because they discovered that 
their supplies could not be easily secured from other than 
Herodian territory.

The woman believed the statement of God’s prophet. She 
went and prepared some food for Elijah, and found that

her store of meal and of oil did not diminish. She refused 
not to cooperate with divine grace, and diwne favor was 
her reward, ll.id she lefused, tlie little meal and oil would 
have been gone before sundown. Since she did not refuse, 
it lasted probably in tlie neighborhood of two years, and 
was sufficient for her and her son and Elijah.

DEATH OF THE W IDOW ’S SON
During the course of the two years the widow’s son sick­

ened and expired. Since she, In a sense, was the keeper of 
God’s prophet, we may be sure that her interests were 
under divine supervision. Her son did not die without the 
notice and knowledge of Jehovah’s invisible agencies. Divine 
wisdom saw that a lesson for all time could be taught and 
a picture for eternity drawn by not interfering with the 
illness of the lad.

Eagerly and anxiously tlie mother must have watched 
the last g.isp-- ot her boy. And when he ceased to breathe, 
a suspicion winch had been casting a shadow in her mind 
lowered down upon her and she unbuidoncd herself to the 
Prophet

“Ait thou come unto me to biiug my sm to remembrance 
and to slav m.v son?” We will not pry too curiously with 
our imaginations to find out wli.it this woman’s past sin 
was, that was thus brought sharply to her own remem­
brance by the death of her child. Suffice it to say that she 
looked upon hei son’s death as a judgment.

Elijah’s words were few: “Give me thy son”. The Pro­
phet carried the lad’s lifeless body into his own upper cham­
ber, and laid him upon his own bed. He then cried to the 
Lord, telling him that the reproach of the thing would 
be upon Jehovah's own name, as well as upon that of his 
Prophet, if this evil were allowed to stand against the 
woman who had so faithfully served a servant of the Most 
High God. Then, like ins pupil Elisha and like the apostle 
Paul in later time, Elnah stietched himself upon the child 
and cried unto Jehovah, saying, “ O Jehovah my God, I 
pray thee, let this child’s soul come into him again”

Jehovah was pleased to hear and answer the prayer of 
his Prophet, and the soul (-nephesh) or animation of the 
lad returned. Tlie result of life being given was to make 
the child a “ living soul” again (Genesis 2 -7 ) The cause 
must lie understood m haimony with the effect. Tlie effect 
was to bring to life the lad who had died.

Then Elijah lifted the child and brought him down out of 
his own room into tlie lower part of the house and delivered 
him to his mother, saying, “ See, thj son liveth” . The result 
was that the woman acknowledged the truthfulness of Je­
hovah’s word, and the genuineness of Elijah as his Prophet. 
It was this Syro-Phoeniclan woman’s son who was so mir­
aculously dealt with, while it was the other Syro-Phoeniclan 
woman’s daugliter.

The Jews have some uninspired history to the effect that 
this young lad was Jonah, tliat he was the attendant of 
Elijah on Mount Carmel, and that both the mother and 
the son became Jewish proselytes. The truth of this state­
ment cannot be supported, but it is not unlikely, since Jonah 
did not display the usual rugged characteristics of Hebrew- 
born prophets.

PRAYER-MEETING TEXTS FOR JANUARY
January 4 : BEGINNING OF CREATION ''The firstborn of every creature."—

Coloaslans 1 :10 .

January 11: THE SON OF GOD: "He . . . shall b* ealled tbe Son of the Highest” —
Lulu 1 :32 .

January 19: THE WORD OF GOD: "His name la called the Word of God."—
Revelation 19 13.

January 25: THE WORD OF GOD: "The Word was with [the] God. and the Word
waa [a ] God."— John 1 :1 .
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BROOKLYN CONVENTION DECEMBER 10,1L
The Bible Students of Greater New York are arranging for a well-advertised and 

large public meeting at the New York Hippodrome, to be held on Sunday afternoon, 
December 11, to be addressed by the President of the Society In view of the fact 
that a number of out-of-town friends will be expected. It has been arranged to have 
a abort convention, beginning Saturday afternoon, December 10. Meetings of the 
Bible Students will be held at the Masonic Temple (Lafayette and Clermont Aves , 
Brooklyn) Saturday afternoon and evening, and Sunday morning and evening. All 
those who contemplate attendmg and who will desire accomodations secured for them Ir 
advance should address the Arrangement Committee, Attention C A Wise, 16 
Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, N. Y


