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Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity; the sea and the waves (the restless, discontented) roaring; men’s hearts failing them f i
the things coming upon the Enrth (society) ; for the powers of the heavens (ecclesiasticsm) shall be shaken . . When ye see these t%ling: begirnt(:zrc%':ge‘?; L‘?losl;“ﬁ]::
know that the Kingdom of God 15 at hand. Look up, Lift up your heads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth —Matt. 24:33; Mark 13:29; Luke 21:25-31.




THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSICN

TH:[S journal ¥ one of the prime factors or instruments in the systemy of Bible instructlon, or “Seminary Exiension’, naw heing
presented In 2l parts of the civilized world by the WATCH TowpR BinLm & TrRACT SOCIETY, chartered A. IR, 1884, “Fur the Pros
motion of Christian Enowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible studentsi may meet in the study of' the divine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be rcached wath announcements of tha Socrety’s covventions and. of. the
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed! with: reports: of 1ts conventions.

Our “Berean Eessons’ are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s: published STUDIES most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree: which the Socmety accords, viz., Verbi Dei Mmaster (V. D. M.), which tranglated
into English is Minigter of God’s Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible
students and teauchers. Dy some this feature 1s considered indispensable:

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true: foundation of' the Christian’s hope now heing, so generally repudiated
—redemptlion through the precious blcod of “the-roan Chmst Jesus, who gave himself a runsem [a corresponding price, a substitute] for
all”. (I Peter 1:19; 1 Timothy 2:G6) Duilding up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3': 11
15; 2 Peter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further missiom is' to. “malte: all see what 1s the fellowship of the. mystery which.. . .has
been hid in God, . . . to the intent that now might be made knowm By the: church the manifol@ wisdom of God’—“which in: other ages

was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now rewealed'.—Xphesians 3: 5-9, 10.
It stands free firomr alll parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance: into fullest

sufijection to the will of God im Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures:
hath spoken—aceording to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his. utterances.
for we know whereof we afirm, treading, withi implicit. fajtht upon the sure promisesiof God.
service ; hemce our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns

It is thus. free to declare boldly whatsoever the Iord
Its attitude ' is not dogmatic, but confident ;
It is held as a trust, to be used only in his
ust be according to our judgment of his

good pleasure, the teaching of his Word,. for the upbuilding of his people:in grace  and' knowledgze. And! we not only invite but: urge our
readers to prowe afl its utterances by the infallible Word. to which reference 13 constantly made. to facilitate such testing.

TQ US THE SCRIPTUEES' CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “the temple: of the:living God”, peculiarly “his- workmanship™; that its. construction has beem im progress, throughou#'
the gospel' age—ever since. Christ became the world’s Redeemer and! the' Chief’ €Cotner Stone: of hisi temple; throuzin which, when
finished, God’s, blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find! accesst to him.—1 Corinthiansi 3::16,, 17';, Ephesians 2':;,20:22.;

Genesisi 28: 14 ; Galatians 3.: 29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated belhievers im Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these “living stomes’, “elect and precious,” shall have beeni made ready, the great Jlaster Workman willl bring, all together
in the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with hig' glory, and be. the' meeting, place: between God' and’ mem throughout

the Millennipm.—Tevelation 15:5-8.

“That the basis of hope, for the ehurch and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for everpy
man,” “a ransom for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man that comcth into the wonid’, "in' due wume".—

Hebrews 2::9; John 1,93 1 Timothy 2:5, G.

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,” be “partakers of the divine nature’,’ and! share hig
glory as his jomt-heir.—l1. John 3.2; John 17:24; Romans: 8:17; 2 Peter 1:4.

That the present mission of the church is_the perfecting of the saints for the future. work of service; to develop in herself every
grace; to be God’s witness to the world; and to prepare to be'kings and priests in the next age——REphesianss 4:12'; Matthew 24':

i4; Revelation 1: 6; 20:: 6.
That the hope for the world lies 1o the blessings of knowle

restitution of all' that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their

e and opportunity to be brought to: all by’ Chulst’s Millenmal kingdomy, the

edeemer and’ s, glomfied! churchy

when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3.: 19-23 ; 1smal 35..
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REPORTS OF SEPTEMBER 25 MEETINGS

In our issue of September 1 we urged the classes everywhere
to make special effort on Sunday, September 25, to amrangae for,
advertise, and conduct as many public meetings a3 the finances
and speaking talent of the elasses would permit, the topic every-
whera to be “Millions Now Living Will Never Die”

Speakers under the direction of the Society will, of course, re-
port the numbers in attendance at meetings addressed by them:;
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CHRISTTIANS IN CONVENTION

“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of somc is; but exhorting one another; and
so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”—Hebrews 10:25.

people of Israel when he made & covenant with

that nation, commanding that they should worship
him, the true and only God. He caused them to be
instructed in his law. The devout people of Israel reg-
ularly assembled themselves together for the purpose
of acquainting themselves more fully with the divine
law.

Jesus was born under the law, and as a man was an
Igraelite. It is to be presumed that his devout parents
saw to his early instruction in the Secriptures; and it
became a habit or custom with him to go to the place
where the Scriptures were read. It is written of him
that, “as his custom was, he went into the synagogue
on the sabbath day”. (Luke 4:16) Without a doubt
his love for the heavenly Father and for his law, and
his love for the people, constrained him to observe
faithfully this custom.

A true Christian is one who having made a full con-
secration to the Lord strives, insofar as lies within
him, to follow in the footsteps of the Master, learning
the lessons that he taught both by precept and example.

Likewise St. Paul was born a Jew and strictly ob-
gerved the laws and customs of that nation. When he
became & Christian, both custom and loving zeal com-
bined impressed his mind with the great importance
of personal fellowship with others of like precious faith.
Like the great Master, he possessed a loving zeal for
the cause of righteousness and a deep, unselfish, loving
interest in his brethren. He recognized the mind as
the battleground; and if the mind is directed into the
right channels for the understanding of the Word of
God and is filled with holy meditation upon his Word,
the opportunity for the adversary to do injury to such
Christians will be greatly reduced. In his epistle to
the Hebrews he gives much valuable and loving advice.
He emphasizes the fact that as the earthly experience
of the church nears a close the perils will greatly in-
crease; hence the greater importance that the followers
of Jesus assemble themselves ofttimes together. In
another epistle he called attention to the efforts that
would be put forth by the enemies of the church at the
end of the age; and to the necessity of having on the
whole armor of God and of using it for defense and
for progress in the narrow way. Christians coming

JEHOVAH established the true religion among the

together and hearing the divine plan explained from
various viewpoints, considering the diverse expressions
and experiences of the brethren, and expressing their
heart sentiments in testimony and in song, are greatly
strengthened, enabled to overcome, and thus assured of
winning a place in the kingdom.

One of the prophets speaking of loving zeal for the
cause of rigzhteousness describes it as a fire 1 his bones,
conpelling him to go forth and tell the message of Je-
hovah. The truly consecrated childven of the Lord who
appreciate his loving kindness may well be likened unto
Living coals of fire. If live coals of fire be separated,
not only will the heat from each one rapidly diminish,
but soon the fire will die out entirely. If brought to-
gether, the heat of each one will greatly increase until
there is a glow of the whole mass. And so it is with
Christians, If they forsake the assembling of them-
selves together, gradually there is a cooling off and lack
of interest in the truth, a decrease in zeal and a danger
of drifting back into the world. Brought frequently
together in the love and spirit of the Lord, their zeal
and fervency for the Lord and his cause is greatly
increased, and individually and collectively they are
strengthened.

We now see that the day of the final earthly experi-
ences for the church is here. Hence it is of the greatest
importance that the members should assemble themselves
together, and with unselfish love build each other up
on our most holy faith. It is the love of Christ that
draws and holds together; and those having his spirit
will desire this unity and fellowship. In the unity of
the spirit there is that strength which gives full assur-
ance of vietory through Christ Jesus, our Captam and
Deliverer.

With these thoughts in mind a series of conventions
of Bible Students was arranged for the year. Because
of the increased cost of transportation and the great
amount of unemployment, it was deemed for the best
interest not to attempt one large general convention in
some central part of the country, but to have a number
of smaller conventions. The l.ord has manifested his
blessing upon these assembhlies of the brethren.

During the year conventions have been held at Nor-
foll, Atlanta, Chicago, Omaha, Los Angeles, Oakland,
San Antonio, Houston, New Orleans, Tampa, Waching-
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ton, Richmond, Philadelphia, Brooklyn, Oklahoma City,
Lincoln (Nebr.), Buffalo, Louisville, Detroit, and other
places. At all of these conventions there has been a
wonderful manifestation of loving zeal peculiar to the
house of the Lord. Quite a number at these various
conventions have symbolized their consecration and giv-
en evidence of spirit-begetting and growth in grace.

Tt would not seem to be the proper thought that the
spirtt-begetting has ended. While it is true as we be-
Lieve that the forty-year harvest period ended with 1918,
yet this would not militate against the thought that
others coming to a knowledge of the truth might not be
begotten thereafter and received into the kingdom. It
will be recalled that the Lord used the natural harvest
to illustrate the harvest of Christians. In the mnatural
Jewish harvest the custom long has been to do a glean-
ing work following the general harvest. Hence we may
properly liken the gathering in of some Christians since
the close of the harvest period to the gleaning work;
and this would explain why some are still consecrating
and giving evidence that the Lord has justified them
and begotten them by the holy spirit. At least it 1s not
the prerogative of any one to attempt to say just when
spirit-begetting will cease; and we deem it very im-
prover for any speaker to advise his hearers that there
is no opportunity now to be begotten to the divine na-
ture. Since the Lord has not authorized any one so to
state, it would seem presumptuous to attempt to tell
others that the Lord has ceased to do a certain work
when such a conclusion would be based merely upon
conjecture or opinion.

It is always proper to advise consecration and the
symbolizing of consecration, leaving the result with the
Lord himself, as he .alone must determine. In fact, it
seems quite reasonable that throughout the Millennial
age people will continue to symbolize their devotion to
the Lord by water immersion. Whether this 1s true or
not, we do well to leave the matter with the Lord.

Quite & number at these conventions have announced
thal they first came to a knowledge of the truth by
reading “The Finished Mystery” or TrE GoLDEN AGE,
or something else ihat has beemn published since 1918.
Let us all rejorce and be glad that the Lord is still
pleased to bring a knowledge of his truth to hungry
souls and to bless them in their hearts when they re-
spoud by makimg a full consecration to do his holy will.

For the midsummer a transcontinental tour was ar-
ranged and a series of conventions followed one after
the other. The first of this series was held at Winni-
peg, Manitoba, August 5-7. About five hundred of the
consecrated attended this convention, Brother Picker-
ing was chairman, and additionally the convention was
served by Brothers Marshall, Howlett, Salter, Van Am-
burgh, and Rutherford. It was a season of great rejoic-
mg among the brethren. This was the first time a con-
vention had been held in Winnipeg at which many of
the Yrethren attended since the trying experiences of
1918. It will be recalled that at Winnipeg resides the
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nominal minister and politician who instigated in that
city the persecution of the brethren which spread to
other parts, which experiences, according to the prom-
ise made by the Lord, are now serving as a witness in
behulf of the brethren (Luke 21:13) and “for a testi-
mony against them”—the persecutors—Mark 13: 9.

A public lecture which was given by Brother Ruther-
ford had been well advertised, and the public responded
with keen interest. This meeting was attended by about
2,700 ; while another opera house across the street was
filled with an overflow meeting, which was addressed by
Brother Pickering; and in still another hall an elder
of the Winnipeg Class addressed a third gathering. It
was estimated that there was a total of six thousand
people who came to this public meeting. There was
great interest manifested and it is hoped that much
good resulted.

At Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, a convention was held
August 6-8. The chairman, Brother Thrutchley, as well
as Brothers Williams, Salter, Van Amburgh, and Ruth-
erford addiessed the convention. About ene hundred of
the consecrated attended this convention ; and winle the
number was small, the zeal and love manifested by all
present was very marked. It was a happy season of fel-
lowship together. On the evening of the exghth a public
meeting addressed by Brother Rutherford at the Ma-
chinery Hall in the Exhibition Grounds was attended
by more than a thousand of the public. Great interest
was manifested at this meeting. We quote a part of the
report given hy the Saskatoon Phwniz of August 9:

“An audience that would have filled the largest church
in Saskatoon and more listened to a lecture last nmight in
the Machinery Hall of the Exhibition Grounds, by Judge
J. F. Rutherford, President of the International Bible Stu-
dents Association, who sought to prove by Biblical prophecy
fulfilled during the past few years that mallions now living
will never die. A luge puit of this audience was obviously
in sympathy with the teachings of the I. B. 8. A., organized
by the late Pastor Rus<ell.

“‘At the outwet an attempt wag made hy the Reverend
Professor L. H. C. Hopkins of Emmanuel College to obtain
from .Judge Rutherford the privilege of askmyg quesmons at
the close of his address; otherwise, Mr. Fopking stated, he
would be ohliged to mterrupt the speaker as he went along.
To this Judge Rutherford replied in a preliminary state-
ment that he punpo-ed proving every proposition he made
from the Bible, believing the Bible to be God's Word of
truth. If the united clergy of Canada, he further annhounced,
would select the most celebrated man they had and fix the
time and place, he promised he would meet him in debate.
A «clergyman ought to know, he said, with reference to Prof.
Hopkins’ intention, that a religious meeting is not to be
interrupted, and he served notice that if he distunrbed that
meeting he would not disturb another. ‘I purpose to take
up the time of this meeting,” Judge Rutherford firmly said.
Professor Hopkins, who was seated in the middle of the
audience with several pther clergymen and who had come

apparently prepared to refute the teachings of ‘the Bible
Students, did not interrupt.”

A large amount of literature was sold at the con-
clusion of this meeting.

At Edmonton, Alberta, a convention was held August
8-10. The speakers at this convention were Brothers
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Thrutchley, Williams, Van Amburgh, Branscombe,
Salter, and Rutherford. About 125 of the conse-
crated attended this convention. The addresses were
all helpful and every one recogmized that it was good
to be there. A public meeting was held on Wednesday
evening in an opera house seating 1,500. It was packed
to its full capacity, splendid interest being manifested,
and a large number of the “combinations” sold at the
conclusion of the meeting.

At Calgary, Alberta, August 9-11, a convention was
held, attended by about 125 of the consecrated. This
convention was addressed by Brothers Williams, Salter,
Thrutchley, Van Amburgh, and Rutherford. The dear
friends in this section manifest a great deal of loving
zeal for the Lord and his cause, and are putting forth
their best efforts to give the witness. The season of
fellowship together strengthened the faith and hearts of
all present, who went away rejoicing 1n the privilege
of having been permitted to assemble again this side
the vail. On the evening of the eleventh a public meet-
ing addressed by Brother Rutherford in the opera house
was attended by 1,700, while others were turned away.
The usual interest was manifested by the public and a
large number of the “Millions” booklets sold at the
conclusion.

At Vancouver, British Columbia, a convention was
held August 12-14. This gathering was attended by
approximately 500 of the brethren. The chairman of
the convention was Brother Howlett; and besides him,
the friends were addressed by Brothers Rutherford, Van
Amburgh, and Salter. A number of our brethren, who
for a time were associated with some generally known
as the “Standfasters”, attended this convention and
manifested a determination thereafter to remain with
their first love, realizing their mistake of having turned
aside.

In his address to the friends, Brother Rutherford
pointed out that the Lord had selected Brother Russell
to fill the office described by the prophet Ezekiel in the
ninth chapter as the ‘one clothed with linen, with a
writer’s inkhorn by his side’; and that Brother Russell
had faithfully performed that service and reported it,
ag the Prophet had foretold; that the Prophet further
designated ‘six men that came from the way of the high-
er gate, which lieth toward the north, and every man
with a slaughter weapon in his hand’. “And to the
others [the six] he said in mine hearing, Go ye after
him through the city, and smite; let not your eye spare,
neither have ye pity; . . . but come not near any man
upon whom is the mark.” It was pointed out that siz
is symbolic of incompleteness from the divine viewpoint ;
and that since Brother Russell filled the office of the
one specially mentioned, the six represented all of the
truly consecrated members of the body, incomplete on
this side the vail, who are unitedly performing the com-
misgion given by the Lord; that these saints are com-
missioned and authorized to do a slaying work with the
message of truth, but are specially warned not to inter-
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fere with those who have the mark, 1. e., those who have
been sealed with an intellectual understanding and ap-
preciation of the divine plan.

The speaker then pointed out that this would seem
strongly to indicate that it was not pleasing to the Lord
for brethren to attempt to start a separate organization
and draw followers after them, Furthermore, that it had
been stated by our “Standfast” brethren that there is
no work to be done by the saints; whereas the Scriptures
clearly point out that there is much work to be done;
that it had been intimated by some that those now en-
gaged actively in doing the witness work throughout
the world are of the “foolish virgin’ class; but it would
seem rather strange that ‘foolish virgins’ would be dele-
gated to give wise advice. All the consecrated were ad-
monished to seize the opportunity of participating in
the witness of the incoming kingdom, and to look well
to themselves in making preparation for entering into
the kingdom. This convention was a great blessing to
all who attended and will long be remembered by those
who had part in the sweet felowship there.

On Sunday evening a public meeting was addressed
at the Arena by Brother Rutherford, at which the at-
tendance was about 4,500. It was freely stated by the
brethren that this was the most extensive witness that
had ever been given at one time in the city of Vancouver.

Seattle, Washington, was the place of a convention aof
the Bible Students held August 18-21. The attendance
of the consecrated at this convention was between 800
and 1,000. Brother Van Amburgh was chairman, and
the assembly was addressed also by Brothers Howlett,
Salter, MacPherson, Baker, and Rutherford. This was
a most blessed convention ; and the remark was frequent-
ly heard: “This is the best convention I have ever at-
tended”. In fact, at all these conventions there was a
sweet spirit manifested, and the friends gave evidence
of growth i grace and in the knowledge of the Lord.

The friends stated that the largest number that ever
attended a public meeting in Seattle responded to the
advertisement for the public lecture on Sunday. The
subject was, as usual, “Millions Now Living Will Never
Die””. Brother Rutherford addressed the public in the
main auditorium of the Masonic Temple ; while Brother
MacPherson addressed an overflow meeting in another
hall, and great numbers were turned away. The papers
announced that four thousand people heard the lecture.
Quite a number of prominent citizens were present, and
on the day following some of these asked for a private
conference with Brother Rutherford. As a result a con-
ference was held in a lawyer’s office, attended by lawyers,
judges of the courts, and businessmen ; and for more than
two hours these gentlemen propounded questions relat-
ing particularly to the time of trouble and the restora-
tion blessings for the world. They showed a keen in-
terest in the truth message. By their request their names
are not disclosed for the present. The opinion is ven-
tured that there are many friends of the truth who do
not feel disposed &s yet to take an open stand. Glad
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we are, however, that the time is soon coming when all
will rejoice to ackmowledge publicly that Jesus is the
Christ and that his kingdom is the hope for humankind.

On Thursday night, August 25, a public meeting was
held at Everett, Washington. About one thousand crowd-
ed into a small theatre and listened to Brother Ruther-
ford ; while Brother Howlett addressed an overflow meet-
ing of some 400 in another hall, and fully a thousand
were unable to gain admittance. The friends sold many
of the books to people on the curb who were unable to
get to the door.

Portland, Oregon, was the next place of convention,
where the friends assembled from August 25 to 28.
Brother Van Amburgh was chairman of this convention,
which was attended by 850 of the consecrated. The
speakers were Brothers Van Amburgh, MacPherson,
Gouzx, Baker, Howlett, and Rutherford. We believe this
convention resulted in much good. Several of our
“Standfast” brethren attended and signified their pur-
pose to meeting hereafter with the regular class of Bible
Siudents. The discourses were all helpful and the testi-
monies gave evidence that the friends are profiting in
their Christian experience. It was a happy season of
fellowship.

The public meeting Sunday afternoon in the Audi-
torium was attended by about three thousand, with the
usual keen interest manifested ; and a goodly number of
the combination booklets was sold at the conclusion.

On the Monday following Brother Goux and Brother
Rutherford held meetings with the friends at Ashland,
Oregon. The number here is small, but that same loving

e WATCH TOWER

BROOELYN, N. Y.

zeal that is mamifested by the Lord’s little ones every-
where was in evidence. We bade the friends good-hye,
marking their bright and smiling countenances, rejoic-
ing 1n the fact that we again had some fellowship to-
gether this side the vail.

On Tuesday, August 29, a one-day convention was
held at Fresno, California, addressed by Brothers Gerdes,
Sexton, and Rutherford, a public meeting being held
at night, at which there was an attendance of about two
thousand, with the usual interest manifested. It 1s
noticeable at these public meetings that many intelligent
business men and women are attending, indicating that
they are looking for something explanatory of the pres-
ent conditions and for some hope of relief. We rejoice
that the witness of the kingdom 1s having a greater scope
than ever.

A convention of Bible Students was held at Los
Angeles, California, September 3, 4, and 5. This con-
vention was presided over by Brother F. P. Sherman,
and additionally addressed by Brothers Pollock, Goux,
Stark, Gerdes, Magnuson, Sexton, Taliaferro, Seklem-
ian, and Rutherford. About 1,200 friends were in at-
tendance. It would be impossible to express in language
the joy manifested by those present. It was a quiet,
sweet and happy spirit that pervaded the whole gather-
ing; and the hight of joy was upon every countenance.

These conventions serve as a great stimulus to the
brethren and inspire them to engage more actively in
the proclamation of the message of the kingdom. Truly
now is the time when all who love the Lord may look up
and lift up their heads as the day of deliverance nears.

PAUL AT

EPHESUS

[coNcLUDED |

In order to announce the matter of the collection and to
give the brethren time to lay by in store such means as they
had to spare against the day of his own arrival, Paul
sent ahead Timothy and Erastus. Timothy had already
been over the ground, parts of it twice, and was able to
minister to the friends in a spiritual way. Erastus had
been treasurer of the city of Corinth (Romans 16:23),
no small office, and was therefore familiar with the
handling of financial matters. Paul showed wisdom in
selecting an experienced man, when one was available.

Having sent these two brethren ahead, Paul tarried yet
a while in Ephesus; and it was during the period of this
tarrying that a great commotion arose in the city on ac-
count of the gospel activities there.

SILVERSMITHS ALARMED

A certain Demetrius, a silversmith, who made his living
by the manufacture of small statues and shrines for the
worship of Diana, noticed that there had begun to be a
decline In business. He was farsighted enough to observe
that if this thing went on the silversmiths would have to
go into the hands of a receiver, their respectable station in
the social structure would be gone, and who could tell
what would become of them then? Accordingly, Demetrius
called together other members of the silversmiths’ board
of trade and delivered himself of a little “patriotic” oration
showing how the Lord was to blame for interfering with
the devil’s business. He charged Paul with interfering,

first, with business, and, second, with religion. Business
came first and the religion was to serve the purpose of
business. Religion, according to his estimate, was a kind
of rear guard for business.

There was some truth in the statements of Demetrius.
The Apostle’s activities were actually showing some effect
on the idol business. But the time is coming when not
only the literal idol business will be supplanted by some-
thing vastly better, but also all things which have worked
for the advancement of Satan’s empire will be suppressed
by the omnipotence of Messiah’s kingdom. All soecially
artificial things shall be put down. This may include ninety
percent of all the books and papers and magazines and
productions of art and statues and entertainments in the
world. One of the first lessons necessary for mankind to
learn is to look the facts in the face and not to befool or
befuddle themselves with fancies, however roseate.

The business assocliates of Demetrius thought as he did,
or rather he thought for them and they acquiesced in his
decisions, very much as is the rule among men. They all
joined in the general hubbub and a mob formed, collecting
in the usual place for public concourse, the theatre, which
was not only the place of entertainment but also of public
elections. As 1s usually the case with mobs, few knew why
they had come, and they added to the noise and yelling
simply because they were there and had gotten into the
spirit of the thing. Many Jews were present, and some of
these thought to shift the responsibility for the dislike
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away from themselves and onto Paul and his friends. The
Ephesians had pot heen much inchines! 1o dictinguish between
Judaism and Christtanity. The Jews <ouzhit to ser forward
one Alexander. but whet the crowd noticed that he was a
Jew they would have none of it. They shouted all the louder
and continved for about the spucy of 1wo hours to say
pothing but “Great is Diana of the Ephesians”. Ilarly in the
meiée Gains and Aristarchus, brethren who had been more
or less with Paul from the time of his first visit in Mace-
donia, had been seized and bheld by the mob. Paul was
minded to enter into the crowd and speak to them, but was
deterred by both brethren ard friendly pagan Asiarchs,
or men who were appointed to see that the public festivals
in Asia were observed according to the law,

WEARINESS AND PEACE

Understanding the psychology of a mob, the town clerk
waited until the multitude had exhausted Iitself yelling;
then went to the speaker's platform and addres<ed them.
Weariness has had much to do with keeping the world in a
peaceable state. Many & man, who has been a thoroughgo-
ing malcontent and breeder of trouble in the morning,
has dwindled down to a weary little piece of humaniry by
night, having mo desire but to get something to eat and
get to bed.

The town clerk addressed the wearied crowd in this
wise: Everyobe in the city has heard you shouting for the
last two hours that Diana of the Epbesians is & great
goddess. 1f there was ever any doubt about that fact, it
should be quite well established by this time, and there is
therefore no need to continue your clapror. Anyway, no one
called the greatness of Diana in gquestion, nor has this
Paul done any act of desecration to our temple or to the
Egyptian hieroglyph which is generally understood to have
been sent down from heaven. For what purpose have you
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se1zed] these men? You have placed nnt only yourselves
but the whole ¢ty in a precarmous situzron If Demetrius
and s fellows have any occasion for complaint against the
Chrictiang, let them present them in an orderly manner,
muke vut an indietment amunst them, and the case will
be taken up in the regular and prompt sessions of court.
If it is not a question of personal loss or injury, but one
of city policy, those questions naturally come up at the
regular town meetings. Indeed, there is danger that the
city lose its franchise because of this illegal concourse.
What kind of report can we send to Rome? It will look very
strange to say that thousands of people had shouted for
two hours about something which was well khown in the
first place. You all know the Roman law says: “He who
raises a mobh, let him be punished with death”. Now we had
better close this wcident and get home as quickly &s possible.

The mob, having said all they kmew, dispersed.

The word for assembly in verse 30 is ckklcxia, the same
word used in New Testament writings tor church. It means
simply convocation, or, it we had such an anzlicized Latin
word, it would be literally. exyocation.

THE TEMPLE OF DIANA

Those who are mechanically 1michned may gain some jdea
of the «ize and imporrance of the Temple of Diana in
Ephesus by knowing that 220 years were required in bring-
ingz it to completion. It was 425 feet long, 220 feet in width.
There were 127 pillars, each 60 feet high. Each pillar with
its base contained 150 tons of Parian marble. Thirty-six of
these piliurs were curionsly carved, the others plain. But
80 tiwrougzhly was this great temple destroved that no kind
of certainty is entertained as to its exact location. The
ancient city 1s 2 mass of ruins, almost impossible of dis-
tinzuishment.

PAUL WRITES

TO CORINTH

—— — OCTORER 16~—1 CORINTHIANS 1: 70, 11 18- 1.1 —

CONTENTION AT CORINTH — DIVISIONS IN THE CHURCH — LIFE WITHOUT LOVE — LIFE \ITH LOVE — LOVE'S SUPREMACY.

“RBut now abidcth faith, hope, love, thesc threc; and the arcatext of those s 1o, .

OME time during the near three-year stay of the apos-
tle Paul in Ephesus he must have paid u very brief
visit to Corinth. (2 Corinthians 2:1; 12:14,21:13:1)

Apwodlos, who had gone from Ephesus to Corinth in order
1o refute the arguments of the synagoguer~ at that place
aeainst the messianic group. returned to phesus during
I'aul's stay there, bearing news of uunhappy conditions In
the Corinthian church. The Apostle wrote them a (proba-
Wy ) brief letter which the Lord hus not seen fit to preserve
1or us, in which he reproved them for their proflizncy ana
~ought 1 bring them to the better way. (1 Cormnthians 5:
t12) This lerter was quite possibly borue by Titus.

Before Titus returned with the Cormthian answel. some
members of the household (whether rrusted slaves or sons
or daughrers 1s not known)of Chlee, a distinguished woman
of Cormth, but not certuinly herself a believer. arrived at
Ephesus: and from them St. Puul received fuller informa-
tion than he Liid before possessed concerning the condition
of the Corinthian church. The spirit of party and of divi-
ston had seized upon the conzrezanion. well nigh destroying
the spirit of love.

About the same time that all of this disheartening intelli-
gence was brought 1o Ephesus by the household of Chloe,
Tirus or other messengers arrived bringing with them the
answer of the church to PPaul's previous letter, of which
thev requested an explanation. At the same tine they re-
ferred to his decision several questions which had given
occasion for dispute and which had caused dithculty., The

‘1 Corinthians 18: 18.

subject-marter of thus letter and the controversies and be-
setment~ of the Corintlhan chureh zenerally we hope. if
Spitee permit, 1o treat moere at Jength soon: bhecause those
difhculiies covered neariy, it not all of the internal taulrs
of ihe church from that day to this. Meanwhiie let 1t he
simply noted that there were di7erences and threatencd
divisions and that some of these ¢aulinons were due to the
tendency 1o oxalt different breihiren of prominence to the
position of he d

SRome of the Corinthian ecclesia had been carried away
by the eloauent expoundimgs of Apollos and were 1nchimeo
fo the vain philosophizinzs of the Greeks and Alexandrinns,
solse were anti-law-ers, clustering around one single <tute-
ment of I’aul’s that ‘all things were Jawful far him’. letting
themselves go into various kindsx of debauchery hecauce rhey
were free from the Jewish law: some were Cephasites. a
Hebrew faction wiich insisted on using $t. I'eter’s Hebrew
name und claimed him to be the only true head of the
charch ; still others boasted themselves under the very name
of Christ: they were Messialutes, havinz <een Jesus per-
sonally or becn on familiar terms with “the h-ethren of tine
Lord”. e<pecially James, the <pecial Apostle 1o Jerusutem
and Jude.

Thu~ there were two Hebrew factions aud two wentiie
groups : aud it was doubtless beciiuse be did not wish o
appear tn the light of a rival that Apollos refused to return
to Corinth at this time, lest he should seem to counte-
nance the factious spirit of his adherents — although the
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Apostle urged him to go and do what he could to build
them up  Paul doubtless mentioned his refusal so that the
Apollos-ites could not accuse him of keeping Apollos away
fiom them.~—1 Corinthians 16:12.

TACTFUL COMMENDATIONS

The first nine verses of this epistle are taken up with
greetings and commendations, such as the Apostle could
honestly make. He thought best to mention these things
first; rliere would be enough of other things later on. Some,
even of the Lord’s people, would think the Apostle’s course
bhere to be dishonest Not all have learned that to be honest
does not necessarily mean to be disagreeable about 1it.
Squeeky  hee honesty (<0 to speak) thal prefers to adver-
tise it presence and 1its virtue is not necessarily better
than the quiet, tactful, unobtrusive kind.

In the name of the Lord Jesus the Apostle urged the
biethien to speak the same thing, to hive and work 1n
unison, to be not cleft asunder in factions, but to adhere
together as the elements of one vessel. ‘There are con-
teutious amonyg you now ; but see that they do not go as far
as divisions’

Then after dealing <pecifically with some of the points
at 1ssue and answering some of the questions of the Cor-
inthian brethiren, St Paul tells them what will salve their
sores und build up the waste places in their mid<t. There
was too much philoesophizing and not enough faith; and
there was not enough faith because there was not enough
love to mspire 1t

lle tells them what adherence to and even participation
in Christian forms means without love—mothing Even if
one should be able, like Apollos, to speak with remarkable
floner and fluency in Greek (the language of men, the
gentlles) or even in Hebrew (the language used by angeis
to convey the law—Gualatians 3:19—and to record the prv-
phecies), as some of them had the special gift to do (1 Cor-
inthians 14:1), yet without a true motive to glorify God
and to edify his church in the whole matter the one achieve-
ment would sound in God’s hearing like the huckster’s pieces
of brass which he beats together to announce his wares, and
the other power, at best, like the clanging, sonorous cymbals,
used in the Temple choir (Psalm 150:5), having a certain
share in divine service and praise, but not notably musical
in the heavenly cortidors So much for the tongues, natural
and inspired, about which they were inclined to boast.

Next he speaks of prophecy. Prophecy means expounding,
forthtelling, but not always foretelling. The gift of pro-
phecy was one of the muraculous endowments quite com-
mon in the early church. It is included in the three separate
classifications of these gifts which are given in the pre-
ceding chapter. By a comparison of this passage in our
lesson with the wording in chapter 14:6 it will be noted
that “the mysteries, all of them” are associated with “reve-
lation” and “prophecy”, while “knowledge” is associated
with the gift of “teaching”. In other words, in order to
prophesy in the miraculous manner here referred to it was
necessary that things generally hidden be miraculously
revealed to the minds of the church prophets. A mystery
1s a secret made known to a few. But neither mysteries
nor knowledge, miraculous and profound though they doubt-
less were, amounted to anything apart {rom heart harmony
with Him who gave those gifts. That is, they did not
amount to anything for the speaker himself; they might
work indirectly for the benefit of others listening.

MIRACULOUS FAITH
Faith is here referred to as one of the gifts. This ig not
the ordinary conviction of the believer, but a supteme con-
fidence that the spir t- powers would give heed to the com-
mands of those endowed with the gift of muacles This
gift of faith gave its possessor great boldness to call for
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the accomplishment of unprecedented things. But even the
supieme gift of miraculous faith would work nothing to
the eternal benefit of its possessor apart from love. The
ordinary faith of the believer would not be present without
love; for faith works by it.—Galatians 5:6.

The expression “hestow all my goods” means literally to
‘dole away in mouthiuls all my property’. It implies the
extreme of charity, humamtarian beneficences. Even these
good deeds would work nothing of themselves in character.

Even 1f some among the Corinthian brethren were to give
their bodies in a spectacular way us testihiers for the truth,
that would pot of itself mean much in God's sight. In fact,
the use of the word give umphes that the mitiative is on the
individual’s part. No one should of himself run into dra-
matic martyrdom. Instead ot giving one's body, let themr
take it, if such a thing must be. The expression in the
Authorized Version “to be burned” is erroneous and should
read “that I may glory”, as in the three oldest manusciipts.
The difterence in the two Gieek words 1s merely one lelter.
All these four English woids are contained in one Greek
word. This supports the thought suggested under the word
give. The self-glorying motive might find expression 1
many other ways than on a self-chosen funeral pyre. It
refers to any kind of ambitious marty rdom.

Having told of the utfer emptiness of the Christian lite
—the Chistian life, nind you. not the pagan Lite—without
love, we are now told what the Christian lite will mean
with love, as its constunt motive, its ever-piesent incentive
to act.

Love is long-suffering. Love does not seek uany dramatic
martyr poses, but it endures persecution when 1t comes, 1t
forgives enemies, beurs wrongs patiently, and kecps on
domng it.

The root for the Greek word which is used for Awmna
sounds exactly like and differs only 1n one letter from the
word for Christ. It is a happy coincidence; for to be kind
i8¢ to be Christlike. The word really means serviceable, but
with more tenderness than that expression conveys to the
present-day commercially-influenced mind. It means dis-
posed to serve, in spite of having to suffer a guod muny
things from the loved object.

NO ENVY NOR VAUNTING

Tho<e in wholn love reigns are not envious of the gifts
of other brethren. They are glad that the holy spirit has
so distinguished various members of the hody of Christ—
or had so distinguished during the peried of miraculous
endowments in the Corinthian church. There wuas envy 1n
their midst. Some were envious of the giits ot other breth-
ren and this led them on to boasting, to artificial dilating
upon those things which they themselves possessed with a
view to minimizing the endowments of others. It wuas not
love that caused them to do this. Love's nature 1s to give.
It has no envy; for that feeds on vanity and acquisitiveness.

This disposition to envy had led some of them on to
vaunting. To vaunt is to brag in an outward way. Tius
is something that love does not do, because to boast s to
muake some less-favored brother feel unduly humiliated.
This point was being overlooked in Corinth and there wus
much boasting about the miraculous gifts, as 1f they wete
in some way responsible for them. Those gifts had all come
from God, who alone made them to differ from each other.
(1 Corinthians 4:7) Love does not even boast about the
way or the length of time it has suifered.

Not only 1s the individual in whoin love dwells richly not
a braggart, but he is not even puffed up; he does not even
have the mmwurd disposition which sprouts the root of brag-
gadocio. He does not boast over his brethren because he
loves them, but more than this, he does not feel superior,
esteemng, as he does, his brethren better than himself,
Jamnmg them as reciplents of divine grace.
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The word “easily” as connected with provoked is super-
fluous. The thought is, love is not exasperated. The Greek
word is the one from which our word paroxysm comes.
Love does not get “mad”, does not “pitch into” folks;
does not “give them a piece of 1ts mind”.

The expression ‘“thinketh no ewvil” 1s so desirable that
one almost wishes it had been correct. That ithought 1s
thoroughly Scriptural and 1s expressed elsewhere: *“Let
none of you imagine evil against his biother m your heait”.
(Zechariwuh 7:10) But the transtaiion leie 1= properly
“taketh not account of evil”. Love makes no rdelnt entries
in its acecount books, does not keep a list of evils done
agamnst it, and thus always has something to the cedit of
biethren 1n personal relations, or at least keeps no record
of discredits.

Love 1ejorces with the truih. This 1s another proof of the
ingeparability of love and jusiice in actual practice: for
truth is merely Justice in precept, here set ovel agailtst
“unrighteousness”. Truth is personilied, u» 1s also love,
Compare Psalm 85:10.

SUFFERING, BEARING, ENDURING

Love beuss all things. It keeps out resentment as the
ship keeps out the water or the r1o00f ramn But love 1s not
merely negative. It has sonmething to do, it 15 the marn-
spring of both f{aith and hope. Without love what would
be the object of faith? Ifinal love is the thing hoped for
of which faith 1s the foundation; but love supplies the
dynamics even now. Without it faith wavers and hope
dies down.

Love endures all things. This is a step further than
bearing, and both constitute an advance on long-suffering.
First, love bears much. It keeps out resentment. Thus
the channels for the feeding of taith are keptr open; the
wicks in the lamp of hope are kept trimmed; and with
faith and hope and love the individual can actually endure,
patiently acquiesce, hold his ground, because he can both
believe in and hope for the adjustment of all wrongs by
a perfect Judge, to whom he has committed his cause,

'Che word for “faileth” means to full off — lLiterally, fall
out. Love never falls off like a leaf or a flower. Love is an
evergreen. It holds 1ts color, its vigor, and hence its place.

Miraculous prophecies, tongues, and knowledge were all
to cease in the Corinthian church; and have all long since
ceased. These wonders would all come to an end, but not
g0 love. Why fuss and have divisions over something that
would pass anyway? If contentions were ever Justifiable
they would not be so in this case. It was like children
fighting over an apple core when the whole orchard was
full of apples.

The Apostle says that our knowledge at present 1s piece-
work, it 1s fragmentary. But when that which is perfect
is come, that which is fragmentary will be supplanted. It
is a question whether the Apostle is referring exclusively
to the grand future beyond the vail or whether he is not
also including the thought of the perfection of divine reve-
lation for the church, such as he soon afterwards had—
“the whole counsel of God”. (Acts 20:27) Up to a certain
pomnt the figure fits either way. The Corinthian brethien
were bickering about childish pratings. They were in the

e WATCH TOWER

281

“du da” stage. Using himself as an example, the Apostle
spedaks ot three stages of natural development and 1mplies
as much in the Christian life. First, there is the coherent
and irresponsible prattle of a child; whether 1n aunger or
contentment, 1t does not mean much. Then thete is the time
when 1t has conceptions, but not well joined together, crude
general notions, IMinally (let us hope) the individual teaches
the stage whele he hag conseculive reasoniug, kuows how to
ussume the respousibilities ot life 1 the case of the natutal
iz, and knows how to divide and apply the Woid ol truth,
1If a uew ciealure.
NOW AN ENIGMA

“Through a wmirrot * 1s not very accurate. The thought 1s
“by means of a mirror”. Mirrors in olden times wele not
su gooud as ours, but even now a familiar landscape looked
at by meuns of a mirror takes on a different aspect One’s
Judgment of distances is found to be far less accurdaie than
with the naked eye. Therefore the Apostle says that we
see “in an enigma”. The word for mirror is used only
here and in James 1:23. The word for darkly expresses
the obscure form in which the revelation appedsis. This
wording and that immediately following i1eminds one of
the Lord’s commendation of Moses as a faithful servant
in his house. He said that he spoke to Moses not in ‘durk
sajings’ but ‘mouth to mouth’. (Numbers 12:8) In this
expression “face to face” the scene rises clear of the strife-
laden fog and the ‘fragmentary’ treetops of (he Corwmnrthian
hill into the pure ether of the heaven of heaei~

Now all is piece-work, here a little, there a lictle. hut then
all will be complete; and the measure of 1ts contpleteness
is no less than that possessed by God in s knowiledge of
our present state. Concerning this knowledge we are told:
“There is no creature that is not manifest m Ius sight:
but all things are naked and laid open before the eyes of
him with whom we have to do”. (Hebrews 4:13) So shall
our knowledge be.

“But now.” The word but brings out the contrast with
the trunsient gifts. The now is logical and not fenporal;
that is, it is the kind of now that brings the arvument to
a head, but does not indicate time. The time 18 1 the verb.

"The things which are abiding, however, are faith. hope,
love. They do not abide merely 1n this life, for the cssentwal
permunence of ull three graces is asserted. In their nature
they ate eternal. Twice befole and once after this the
Apostle joins the same graces —1 Thessalonians 1-3; 5:8;
Colossians 1 4, 3.

Love would setile every strife in the Corinthian church;
and it will settle every strite, yes, it will obuwte every
serous contention in every ‘other chuirch. It nught not
remove every difficulty wn the shape of varyiug tempera-
ments, preferences, natural endowments, experiences, and
breeding, but 1t will cover these and bury them to the point
wliete love 1s more evident than those things are. Like the
wiuters of a4 pond. love covel~ much of moss and twigs and
snugs and tree stumps, which ching to the fleshly organism;
but love still holds together, still seeks its level, still tends
to assemble together, and to be fed by fresh sireams of
divine grace, still covets a.multitude of things undesirable
and unedifying to see.

So 18 evelyone 1n whom love dwells.

PAULS LAST JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM
— — OCTOBER 23 — AcTs 20:1-21: 17 — —
TO GREECE AND BACK — A SERMON AND A SLEEPER — PAUL’S REVIEW OF HI8 MINISTRY — ONWAED UNDAUNTED.
“Let us not be weary wn well dowmyg; for 1n due season we¢ shall reap, 1f we faint not.”—Galatians 6: 8.

PHESUS might be termed the crest of the wuave of St.
E Paul’s apostolic activities. Difticult though his course
had been up to that time, still more ominous clouds
loomed on the horizon after he had finished his three years

work in Ephesus. Having written the first epistle to the
Cotinthtan church about the time of (apparently the very
week of) the Passover, the Apostle finallv left Tphesus
about Pentecost (1 Corinthians 16:8) arld | . cceded to
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Troas, where he stopped for a while (2 Corintluans 2:12),
rather hoping that Titus would have been able to make
the trip to Corinth and back by that time. But Titus seems
to have found no ship bound directly for Troas and there-
fore either went on foot to Thessalonica or Philippi, or by
ship to the latter place.

When Titus did not appear in Troas Paul went on alone
to Philippi, where Luke was and had been for seven years.
Either here or in Thessulouicn the Apostle wrote his second
letter to the Corinthians, after having heard from Titus
their comments on lus first epistle, and learned of the mis-
construction whiceh some m therr mudst placed on his failure
to visit Corinth on his way to Macedonia, as he had at
first thought to do.

The particular object of ithis trip into Macedonia and
Achaia was to take up the collection for the poor believers
in Jerusalem, in the interests of which collection Timothy
and Erastus had been sent ahead and ins.ructions given aly
the churches that they should lay by on the first day of
the week such amounts as they were able to give for the
purpose,—1 Corinthians 16:1, 2.

AGAIN AT CORINTH

Passing on from Mucedonia, Paul came, late in the au-
tumn to Corinth. Having written them thiat ‘when he came
he would not spare {2 Corinthians 13:2), and having -
dicated his nlention to winter with them (1 Corinthians
16 6), he doubtless kept both promises, surely the second.
(Acts 21-3) It was during this winter that the letter to
the Romans was written, wherein St Paul spoke of his
cherished plans for the collection and of his hopes to come
to Rome, and go on to Spain.—Romans 15: 22-26, 30-32.

Paul had his plans laid to sail on a ship bound for Pales-
tine, evidently having with hun all the contributions from
Galatian, Ephesian, and Macedonian Dbrethien. But there
wis a plot hatehed by those Jews m Corinth who had old
grievances againgt him. This plot was to arrest or kill him
or otherwise interfere with his jouruey at the time of lus
embarkation ; and learning of tlus plot he changed s plans
and procceded by foot hack to Macedonia by way of Athens,
Berea. Thessalonica, ete, much as he had come only a few
months before

Those Jews who may bave intended to sail on the same
boat and do scme Kind of desperado wmk en route were
disappointed at not findine the much-hated Saul on board;
and 1t is more than piobable thiat his would-be harmers
went right ahead to Jerusalem in order to have the stage
set for trouble when he shiould arrive, now working all the
more fervidly because of having been outwitted.

From Corinth and Beien and Thessaloniea and Philippl
Paul was joincd by brethren who were selected by the
various chuiches to act as an escort, both for honor and
for safety, and also on account of the actual physical bur-
den. Even a few hundred pieces of silver would be burden-
some,

In all the party was made up of nine. Seven of these
preceded the Apostle to Troas, while he remained in Phi-
Lpp: to spend the Passover week with his “deaily beioved”
brethren, (Phulippians 4:1) There may have been other
reasons, also, for the Apostie’s halt m Philippi. In las
second letter to Corinth he speaks of his own infirmities.
He was not o young man uny more, being past sixty Dur-
ing Uie preceding ten wmounths he had traveled eleven hun-
dred nnles, mostiy on foot., It may be rhat a little recupera-
tion aud guiet and ministration at the hands of Luke were
necessary it this time,

A NOTABLE COMMITIiLE

After the Passover week Poui and Luke left Thilippi,
probably on a Tuesday, snued from Neupolis 0a a Wednes-
day, nnd avrived after five days of unfavoiruble winds(they
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had made the trip once before In two days) at Troas, where
the other members of the party or commission were joined.
The personnel of the committee is worth noting:

(1) Sopater of Berea, the son of Pyrrhus; thought by
some to be the same as the Sosipater of Romuns 16:21,
If <o, he was a relative of Paul’s, and had wintered with
him in Cormth.

(2) Arwmstarchus of Thessalonica This brother was with
Paul in Ephe~us (Acts 19:21): and afterward sharved his
imprisonment in Rome —Philemon 24, Colossians 4 10.

(3) Secundus of Thessalonica. No mention 1s made of
this brother elsewhere.

(4) Gaius of Derbe; not to be confu~ed wi 't Giins of
Macedonia (Acts 19-29); although 1t was probably the
same Gurs with whom Paul lodged in Corinth (Romans
16:23), as he kept a hospice or inn for the comfort and
convenience of travelingz brethren, which enterpiise had the
support of the Corinthian congregation, after the manner
ot Jewish synagogues

(5) Timothy, St. Pauls beloved companion and helper.
His home had been in Lystra, but now he had pent some
eight years “on the road™

{6) Tychicu~ of Asin—-doubtless of Ephesus. as one an-
ctent manunsctipt reads <o, and also as Ephescs was the
capital eiry of Astu Paul ealls him “the beloved nother
and faithful nunister™. (Ephesians 6.21) lle was with
Paul 1in both his first and second Roman imptisonments
and was sent twice to Ephesus, being either liberated before
the Apostle’'s death, or (having abade with him voluntarily)
being sent from prison with some word for the Ephesian
church —Colossians 4:7; Titus 3:12; 2 Timothy 4:12.

(7) Trophimus of Asia, another Ephesian, who continued
much with Paul. About five years afterward, beiween St,
Paul's fitst and second Roman impriconments, Trophimus
had to be left at Miletus on account of 1llness.—2 Timothy
4:20; Acts 21:27-29.

(8) Luke *“the beloved physician” (Colossians 4:14), the
writer of the book of the Acts and also of the third Gospel.

(9) Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles.

Paul and Luke arriving in Troas on Sunday night or
Monday morning, the party seem to have expelienced some
difficulty in getting passage to Syria. Notwithstanding the
fact that Paul was very anxious to arrive at Jerusilenn hyy
the time of Pentecost. seven days were spent here waiting
or barcaining. A small coastwise sloop or other small sail-
ing vesscl seems eventually to have been chartered to carry
the brethren down the coast of Asia Minor as far as Patara,
where more frequent boat service was to be had.

A FAREWELL MEETING

Oun Sunday unight, betore the expected departure on Mon-
day, there was a farewell meeting m a third-story hall.
Probably 1n honor of the occasion, of e unusually large
delegation of visitors, and of the Apostle himselt, the room
was lavishly lishted. As 1t would he his last epportunity
to visit them, St. I'aul discoursed with them till midmglit.
The verbh is the one from which our word diafoque comes,
Doubtless there were questions and answels, with possibly
a few words from the other visiling brethren before the
little convention was brought to a close

But there was one younyg man who had had more religion
than he ecould stamnd in one day The flickety glare of the
“many hghts” the <smell and heat produced by them, de<pite
the fact that the windows were open, bore down on young
Eutychus until he succumbed to sleep. He had placed him-
celf <o ns to wet what air he could. but that very provision
proved to be his principal danzcer  ITe collupsed in «leep,
erumpled, and fell out the open window—the windows open-
ing cut on a4 level with the floor.

Some of the brethren reached the courtyard helovw ahed
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of the Apostle Paul. They had already taken up Eutychus,
dead. The Greek word is very plain and does not mean
for dead, or as dead. He was dead, probably sufteiring a
broken neck.

Paul stretched himself quickly on the young man’s life-
Iess body, as had Elijah and Elsha under similar circum-
stances centuries before. (1 Kings 17:21; 2 Kings 4:34)
Having done this, the machinery of life was mmrculously
started; Paul arose and quieted those wno had begun to
lament and moan loudly in the Asiatic fashion. He as-
sured them that, though the lad had been dead, now every-
thing was all right. He would recuperate, although he would
need some assistance.

The conventioners mounted the steps and reconvened, all
filled with thanksgiving. Probubly no one else fell asleep
that night, although they did not disperse till daybreak.

AWAY TOWARD JERUSALEM

Paul’'s whole apostolic career was one series of leave-
takings. Troas was no exception; and on Monday morning
the party set sail for Assos, with the exception of Paul,
who preferred to go a shorter roure on foot to that point.
The land road from Troas to Assos was about twenty miles.
Despite the strenuous night before, the Apostle preferred to
walk, doubtless desiring to have time for communion with
tha Lord and to be strengthened for the arduous campaign
of faith which he realized to be before him. He was pro-
ceeding to Jerusalem with a gift of love, desiring to do
all, within his power to make up for the losses which he
had thrust upon the early Jerusalem believers when he had
caused them to be ‘spoiled of their goods’ (Hebrews 10:34)
nearly twenty-five years before. This act of alms ought to
show the Jewish leaders that the gentile believers were
willing to sacrifice for the sake of those in Judea. But he
knew, from assurances which the Lord had given him, that
the purpose of this act would be misconstrued, and that he
would be subjected to trouble there, as he had been in al-
most every other place, either by disbelieving Jews or by
Jews who accepted Jesus as the Messiah but who under-
stood not the change of dispensation.

The Apostle met the chartered boat (it must have been
chartered for them to have as much control over its move-
ments as they did) at Assos, and was taken in there. The
next few duays journey is mentioned in considerable detail.
The fourth day the committee arrived at Miletus, Paul
having determined on account of the shortness of time not
to stop at Ephesus, for fear he would be tempted to stay
longer than feasible, if he was to reach Jerusalem in time.
He did, however, send for the elders to come from Ephesus,
about thirty miles distant, to Miletus. There he had a
touching farewell with them, as he had had almost a year
before when he left the province. But this time, knowing
that it was his last meeting with representatives of the
Ephesian church, he reviewed his experiences and mode of
life among them, not by way of boasting, but by way of
encouraging them to do the same things that he had done
among them.

In this address we are told how that the Apostle taught
ot only publicly In the school of Tyrannus, but also how
that he did house-to-house work visiting tho<e who were
already Interested, or calling upon persons who would be
likely to be interested in the Messianic message. The gist
of his message was repentance toward God for the Jews
and faith toward our Lord Jesus for the Greeks, or both
items to both groups.

WORDS OF ADMONITION

He admonished the elders to take heed first of all to
themselves, and secondly to all the flock, in which the holy
spirit had made them overseers. The taking heed to them-
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selves would be necessary in order to be guarded against
the dangers which beset them. After his departure from
among them, and especially after his imprisonment and
death, they would be beset with peculiar dangers and temp-
tations associated with their service—arising from flattery
and ambition and despoudency and worldly-mindedness.

Unless they did take hced to themselves they would not
be capable to taking heed to the flock. It is worthy of note
also that the elders were not encouraged to take heed to
the wealthy and wise and intluential among the flock merely,
but to all the flock. The incentive for their faithfulness
in this 1egard was the fact that the Lord Jesus had gone
to the trouble and expense of purchasing the church with
his own blood. The phrase in the Common Version, “the
church of God,” 1s rendeied in the Revised Version “the
chuich of the Lord”. The words for God, Christ, and Lord
in ancient Greek manuscripts are all abreviated; and in
the abbreviated form differ from each other merely 1n one
letter.

The word for feed means, really, the whole business of
shepherding or pastorizing the flock The word is equivalent
to the rural expressions, to “tend” or to “mind” the sheep.
The following words show that this is the thought when it
is said that grievous wolves would enter In among them,
not sparing the flock. The word for grievous is, literally,
heavy; that is, the wolves-which would enter in would be
large and powerful and rapacious, and therefore capable of
destroying the flock. The direct allusion 1s doubtless to the
Judaizing teachers who had come so near to de~troying
the flock in Corinth.

There were other dangers in store for the Ephesian
church: ambitious men among the elders would arise, teach-
ing crooked doctrines, in order to draw away the less dis-
cerning ones after them. Among these in fature years we
find mentioned Phygellus and Hermogenes (2 Timothy 1:
15), and Hymeneus and Alexander. (1 Timothy 1:20) And
in all probability also Diotrephes, ‘who loved to have the
preéminence,’ was another. (3 John 9) After referring to
one of the otherwise unrecorded statements of our Lord,
that 1t 1s more blessed to give than to receive, Paul EKnelt
down with the brethren from Ephesus and prayed with
them all. Then more parting.

It is quite possible that Paul had strong inhabitiveness,
that he loved to get settled and stay in one place. This is
a common trait among the Jews. But if he had such procliv-
ities, they never influenced him to leave the path of duty
for he was ever willing to spend and be spent; and he ha«
learned 1 whatever state he was, therewith to be content.
—Philippians 4:11, 12,

Having torn themselves away (as the Greek word im-
plies), the party set sail and came with the wind to Coos,
and the next day to Rhodes. This was a famous point in
ancient history. In its harbor was built the celebrated
Colossus of Rhodes, a great manlike figure 104 feet high
Its feet were planted on pedestals so that ships could pass
between the legs of the great statue. About 300 B. C. this
figure was displaced by an earthquake and lay prostrate
for nine hundred years. It was lying thus when Paul’s party
passed there. Some idea of its size is gained from the fact
that the Saracen invaders sold it to a Jew as junk, and
nine hundred camels were required to convey the brass
when broken up.

TRANS-SHIPMENT AND ON

The party passed on tv Patara; and there having found
a ship going over to Tyre, in Phwnicia, they went aboard
and set sail. Soon they sighted Cyprus and passed it, leav-
ing it to the left, possibly getting glimpses of the whitc-
walled houses and official buildings of Paphos, where Paui
had encountered Elymas and where Paulus, the Roman gos-
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ernor of the iIsland, had belleved. How much had passed
smee lus visit there! There 1t was that unmistakable evi-
dence of his apostleship had been given; and that very
apostleship had been constantly put to the test since then,

Shortly the ship arrnved at Tyre; and it must have been
a large one, for seven days were required In unloading,
These seven days and the other seven days of delay in
Troas must have bee:: trying to the Apostle’s faith, as he
had only fifty days from his departure from Philippi to
reuch Jerusalem by Pentecost. It may have been for safety’s
sake that the party did not proceed by foot. At all events
they did not, but waited for the boat to move on down the
coast. But during the period of their waiting they hunted
up the friends in Tyre and improved the time among them.
A difficult passage is found here in that the language implies
that someone with the gift of prophecy in the Tyre ecclesia
told Paul that he should not set foot in Jerusalem. The
statement seems to be in contradiction to the plain leadings
of the spirit which he had had before. The Apostle himself
was in the best position to interpret the message; and we
must assume that his conduct was in harmony with it.
Possibly the thought is that he should set no care-free foot
in Jerusalem, or that he should no sooner set foot in Jeru-
salem than that trouble would ensue. This testimony would
then be 1n exact accord with all the other words which had
come to the Apostle through the various church prophets.

The boat put in at Ptolemais long enough for the com-
mittee to greet the brethren there. On the next day they
depaited and came to Cmesarea, where they were entertained
at the house of Philip the Evangelist, who was one of the
seven stewards extraordinary chosen in the confusing times
just after the original Pentecost. (Acts 6) Not only was
Philip endowed with the gift of prophecy for evangelization
purposes, a8 was proven by his carrying of the gospel to
the Samaritans (Acts 8:5), his interpreting of the Scrip-
tures to the KEthiopian treasurer (Acts 8:26-38), and his
activities at Ashdod or Azotus; but also other members of
his family were entrusted with the miraculous gift of pro-
phecy ; for four of his daughters were thus endowed. Doubt-
less they did a work of evangelizing among the Greek and
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Jewish women, who would seldom be present at a publle
meeting in that locality and to whom a man would have
no access, secluded as they were in their own private homes.
Whatever these virgin prophets did, the Lord, who gave
the gift both to their father and to them, made no mistake.
The same Lord who had so notably directed their father’s
activities could and did direct theirs to the praise of his
glory.
A HEARTY WELCOME

Being advised by a revelation that Paul was about to
come to the city, Agabus went down to Ceesarea and met
the party before they had left. He had a rcvelation in
harmony with many others previously given and he con-
veyed the information which had been miraculously given
him by tying his own feet and hands with Paul's girdle or
belt. Thus he indicated that the Jews at Jerusalem would
bind Paul and that they would deliver him into the hands
of the genfiles. The new feature of this revelation was its
explicitness. That nation for whom he was carrying alms
at so much trouble would apprehend him. The gentiles,
for whom he had spent so many years as special apostle,
were to be his final captors. Had human ambition heen the
motive power in Paul’'s life here would have becn the time
for overpowering discouragement. But with him there was
a better motive.

The Lord’s providence had evidently overruled so that the
party had arrived in ample time to reach Jerusalem. They
even spent some days in Csesarea before taking up their
luggage and going up to the city. Mnason, originally from
Cyprus and one of the early disciples, seems to have come
down from Jerusalem, possibly with Agabus, to invite the
company to lodge with him. The little party went up te
Jerusalem and were heartily welcomed by the brethren
there. This is the first time we have any record of Paul’s
being welcomed in the city which he loved so much But
this time he brought a generous contribution, and even the
Jewish believers could not overlook that fact. Once before,
with Apollos, he had come on a like errand from Antioch;
although the <ize of this present contiibution must have
been far greater than that.

STRONG DRINK IN A NATION’S LIFE

— — OCroBER 30— Isatag 28:1-13 — —

THE WOE OF STRONG DRINK — THE BENEFITS OF TEMPLRANCE — MEANING OF THE PROPHET’S MESSAGE — DIVINE RE[IRIBUTION,
“Woc¢ wnto hun that giveth s newghbor drinh.’—Habalkul 2. 15.

E HAVE every sympathy with honest effort in the
direction of temperance, moderation, self-control in
drinking, eating, pleasure, or even toil. But we have
no sympathy, nor should we have, with any effort to pervert
or twist any part of the sacred Scriptures to make them
conform to one's ideas, be those ideas good or had. For
nstance, mottoes are on the market reading, “Ye shall not
drink wine” and citing Amos 5.11 as though this were a
divine command in favor of prohibition. The veriest child
would know, on looking up the passage, that these words
constitute part of a curse upon the disobedient Israelites.
ITad they lhud 1egard for the truth, had they dealt right-
eously with the poor, they might have enjoyed the stone
houses which they had built and drunk the wine from the
vinevards whieh they had planted; but being disobedient
they should netther live in their fine houses nor drink the
wine from theit vines. Had they been repentant, this curse
would have been obviated.—Amos 5:14,15; Isaiah 62:8.
Fiven the text ut the top of this lesson is taken out of its
setting entnrel  and gnven a very modern twirl not justified
by the faects or the context. The woe 1s to the man that
giveth his neighbor drink with the view of humiliating him
and of putting him to an open shame,

DRINK A SYMPTOM

Strong drink has had much to do with the difficulties of
men, but it has been more of a symptom than a disease.
And all of its deleterious effects put together have not ap-
proached the amount of harm worked by error in the minds
of people; for error reigns in the minds of the literally
sober, until they think that literal sobriety actually earns
for them some merit with God, an asset of respectability,
as though God’'s creatures ever had a right to be anything
else than respectable.

The passage cited as a basis for today’s lesson constitutes
one of the prophecies delivered by the Lord through Isaiah
to the people of Israel, and also to Judah. The haughty
crown or the crowning pride of the Ephraimites was their
city Samaria, which was located on an oval-shaped hill sur-
rounded by a fertile valley. The city is here represented as
being the crown or proud coronet on the hill-head. To carry
out the figure of a drunken reveller, the vine-clad and ver-
dure-bedecked hillsides are likened to the wreaths of flowers
and vines often worn at drinking parties, especially in an-
cient times.

The Prophet makes mention of drunkenness, not as the
root of the national evil but rather as its flower. The ap-
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palling thing is that when the city and nation is just on Thev were those used at sacrificial fensts, such as Taber-

the point ot collapsing before the Assyrian invader, Sargon,
those responsible tor the state should be given up to maudlin
wantonness, instead of devising ways and means whereby
they might miticate the effects of the impending disaster.

The fact of the Assyrian invasion 1s described under the
fizure of a mighty and strong one, a powerful conqueror
who was to he at once hke a destroying storm, and like
a mighty flood. History tecords the fulfillment of the divine
purpose 1n this eonvection, The brutal and conquest-thirsty
Asavrins (2 Kigs 17 05, 16, 18-10) came upon the city
of Samaria and nstead of sparing it and levying further
tribute from 1t, as was the custom with many conquerors,
they completely demoliched the proud city which had at-
tempted a coalition with Rezin, king of Syria, against the
Assyrian supremacy This couqguest marked the termination
of all historical distinction between the ten tribes and the
two tribes. Those who were drunk not only with wine but
more with prosperity, with vanity, with ambition, were
carried away captive and scattered through various parts
of the Assyrian empire. Gradually the believing ones among
the ten tribes filtered back and joined themselves to Judah
and Benjamin, which fact, taken into consideration with the
number of T raelites who had already identified themselves
with Jerusalem and Judah, makes possible the statements
by our Lord about “the lost sheep of the house of Isiacl”
and by the apostle James about “the fwelve tribes scattered
abroad”.

The avidity with which the destruction would take place
is pictured by the finding and eating of a first-ripe fig.
One makes no effort to preserve such a fig, but eagerly
devours it. So should it ba and so was 1t with the city of
Samaria. Although the Assyrians were to do this work,
the Lord showed his hand in it not only by foretelling it,
but by assuming responsibility for it, as he did later re-
garding Jerusalem, when he said, “I will lay siege agamnst
thee” —Isaiah 29:3.

LESSONS TO JUDEA

The destruction of Samaria, so near to Jerusalem, should
have the effect of reviving a devotional spirit toward Je-
hovah 1n the latter city. But the Prophet intimates that
even such a terrible calamity as the captivity of the ten
tribes might not have a salutary effect on Jerusalem. be-
cause of her great profligacy. A scene worthy of Samain
was being enacted in Jerusalem even then. (Cp. Amos § 1-
7: Micah 2:11) Even in Jerusalem where the mind should
be sobered by a consciousness of Jehovah's presence in the
Temple, priests and prophets were in the habit of comug
visibly drunk to their most solemn functions of judgment
and prophecy. It was the office of the prophet to declare
the will of God; and there were many importint subilects
on which priests sat in judgment among the Hebrews. pur-
ticularly in matters pertaining te religion. But the serious-
ness of the matters which they were expected to deal with
did not deter them from being actually tipsy 1n office, nor (id
their solemn responsibility quicken their dulled brains, <o
that they could see with clearness what the Lord had
showed them, or discern with fairness the principles of
justice. Just such clarity of vision and justness in judgz-
ment Jehovah had promised to give them (Isainh 28.6)
and he had added the promise of strength against invasion.
For his own name’s sake and out of respect to the faith
of Isaiah and Hezekiah, he did turn back or ward off what
would have been a battle of demolition, at the very gates of
the city. The would-be destroying army was itself destroyed,
by miraculous power.

The tables which had become filthy through rioting and
strong drink were not the ordinary tables of the home.

nacles, Harvest, etc.—1 Samuel 20 34; Lzeliel 40: 3843,
Malachi 1.7, 12.

OPPOSITION, CORRUPTION, BURLESQUE

The priests and prophets of Jerusalem then make reply
in scofting tone. They suy in substance: You make us tired
with your constant drumming, jyour constant hairping on
one string, your constant repetition of commands without
ornament or imagery or illustration; without an appeal to
our understanding or respect tor our reason. it is simpls
one mandate after another You do not pay suflicient tribute
to the dignity of our posttion You ding-dong at us with
ditties as though we were little childre.

Then the priests and prophets mocked Tsaiah’s style by
scoffingly forming a nursery-like Jingle. In Hebrew it reads:

tzav la-tzav
tzav la-tzav
gav la-qav
quav la-qav
z'eir sham
z’eir sham

This monotonous reiteration seemed to the priests and
prophets to sum up Isainh’s messnze An attempt may be
made to iender this singsong into Enghish as follows:

law on law
law on law
saw on saw
SAW On saw
little here
Iittle here

The prophets and priests thus added to their sin of care-
lessness and wintonness one that was much more serious
that of profaneness, scotling Jehovah is willing to <uffer
long 1n the matter of opposition against his rehzion he
has even heen patient with a corruption of his teachines
but when his whole system of worship is burlesgred at 1-
about time for him to take a hand as avenging Judge So it
was with ancrent Jernsalem ; so 1f 18 with modern Chiisten-
dom

Conscquently. T<arah replies  Very well, then, if that i<
vour attitinde of mid toward God's precepts he will deal
with you in just the manner jyou describe. You will have
all the tzav la-tzav qav la-qav ithat you want. You will
find yourselves captive 1n a foreren country., You will find
yourselves m a posttion of servitiude there and obliged to
make out as hest you ean the b.ief but constantly reiter-
ated commands of the jabherinz people. You will have to
begin as a child to learn then lancuace.

Throughout the long centuiies of centile supremacy, dur-
ing which the prowd language of the Hebrews would be all
hut forgotten, the Jews would have manv lessons to learn
They would be slow n learning them and constant ani!
incessant amt primary repetition would be the means of
instruction employed

The language into which they were borne when carried
to Babylon was the Chaldaie, modified 1n some parts o
the empire to Syro-C'l: ! Lue or afterwards called Aramaie
So thoroughly did tin. become the languace of the Jews
that after their retuirn from Babylon the Scriptures had to
be nterpreted to them  This Aramaic was the language
used by our Lord Te<us in ordinary speech But even
this strange tongue they did not learn: “They would not
hear”. The Apostle makes ure of this passage in 1 Cor-
inthians 14-21 and implies that since 'the Jews had not
learned in Hebrew, nor yet in Aramaic, another shift waw
being made to Greek, to give the gentiles the opportunity
discarded by the Jews.
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Five stages are mentioned In their downfall. First they
would go into captivity to Babylon; then they would fall
backiward, the most of the nation would come to depend
solely upon what had been revealed to them before the
de<truction of their city and Temple; then they would be
bioken into factions, some counseling a course of oppor-
tuaism, some of extreme asceticism, some of rigid personal
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living, etc.; then they would be snared by the unexpected
gmse in which their Messiah would appear to them; and
lastly they would be tahen, or completely at the mercy of
gentile powers and subservient to them.

Treatment of this chapter applying it to Christendom in
the present time has already been made in past issues of
this journal, notably 1892, pages 27, 28,

RANSOM AND SIN-OFFERING QUESTIONS, AND OTHERS

UESTION . 1Is there any intrinsic merit in the suffering
Q of Jesus from Jordan to the cross?

Answer: If by “intrinsic merit” i3 meant purchasing
value, then the answer is, No.

Question: Is there any intrinsic merit in the sin-offering
of Jesus over and above the merit of the ransom-price? If
50, where does it come from?

Answer: The sin-offering is the presentation of the ran-
som-price; therefore there could be no possible difference
in the intrinsic value. The ransom consists of the value
of the perfect human life reduced to a purchasing asset by
the death of the perfect man Jesus. The sin-offering is the
presentation of the merit of that sacrifice in heaven itself.

Question: 1If Jesus had died at Jordan without suffering,
would the merit of the sin-offermg have been in the hands
of Justice? and would the sin-offering huve been complete?

Answer: The preparation for the sin-offering was begun
on earth at the time of Jesus’ consecration. This was shown
in the picture by the slaying of the bullock, the taking of
its blood by the priest and his starting to the Most Holy;
and the completion of the sin-offering was shown in the
type when the blood was sprinkled upon the mercy seat.
In the antitype when Jesus consecrated at the Jordan that
began the preparation for the sm-offering. When he died
his life was poured out. When he arose from the dead,
ascended on high and appeared in heaven itself and pre-
sented the value of that ransom-sacrifice, there the sin-
eifering was completed so far as the church is concerned.
Hence we may properly say the sin-offering begins on earth
and cnds in heaven. The sufferings of Jesus add nothing to
not take anything from the merit of this sacrifice.

Answering the question specifically, then, if Jesus had
died at Jordan without suffering, would the merit of the
sim-offering have been in the hands of Justice? and would
the sin-offering have becn complete? If Jesus had died
there it would have been just the same whether he suffered
or did not suffer. The sin-offering was not in the hands of
Justice at his death, and did not reach the hands of Justice
until he appeared i the presence of God and presented it.
When he died, Jesus said to Jehovah: “Into thy hands I
commend my spiit”, This was a dignified and humble
way of saying to Jehovah, ‘I commend to you my very
being, leaving it in your hands to do as you see best as
to my 1esurrection’. When God awakened him out of death
and he ascended on agh, then he presented the value of
hi- ~uacrifice unto Jehovah, finishing his sin-offering.

Question: Does the merit of the sin-offering atone for
any sins over and ahove that of the ransom?

Ansiter: There 1s no distinction between the value or
merit ol the sim-offering and the value or merit of the ran-
som, because the ransom-price constitutes that which is
prescinted as an otfermng for sin. Therefore the gquestion
mus~t be answered, No.

Quesfion:  What merit atones for the willful and par-
tially williul sins of the members of the church committed
before consecration?

Ansiwer : Willful sin committed prior to consecration is
all considered in justification, because the merit of Christ
mu-t ntone for this, otherwise Jehovah could not justify.
All the sins up to that time were Adamic sins, i. e, the

result of the fall.

Question: Does the ransom atone for any but Adamie
sins?

Answer: If this question is lLimited to sins committed
prior to consecration and justification, the answer is, No,
because all such sins are the result of Adamic sin. After
one becomes a new creature he may commit sins which
are partially willful and partially the result of weakness.
He would have to suffer stripes for the willful part, where-
as the ransom or merit of Christ would make up for the
other part; and for this reason St. John writes: “These
things write I unto you, that ye sin not; and if any man
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous”. (1 John 2:1) It is our Advocate Christ
Jesus, appearing in the presence of Jehovah for the new
creature, presenting him to Jehovah and advocating his
cause, that makes him receivable and forgivable by Jehovah.
The <ame Apostle states: “If we confess our sins, he 1s
faithtul and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from nll unrighterusness”.—1 John 1:9.

Question: If the intrinsic merit of the sin-offering
(Jesus’ part) and the merit of the ransom is one and the
same thing, and the Tabernacle service does not teach the
ransom, why wus the blood of the bullock put on the mercy
seat?

Answer: In the type when the blood was carried into
the Most Holy and sprinkled upon the mercy seat a picture
was made showing that Jesus, the great antitypical High
Priest, would appear in the presence of Jehovah and pre-
sent the merit of his sacrifice as a sin-offering. The direct
answer, therefore, is that the blood of the bullock was
sprinkled upon the mercy seat to foreshadow the presenta-
tion of the ransom-price as a sin-offermg before the throne
of divine justice in heaven itself.

INTERNAL TABERNACE REVISIONS ?
DEAR BROTHER RI'THERFORD

Just a line regarding “Tabernacle Shadows”. The friends
of the New Brighton class are using the revised edition,
having commenced the study when the questions were first
outlined in the Watrcu Tower. Now that but forty-eight
paragraphs remain to be considered, we are in a position
to express an opinion based upon a careful examination of
the corrections contained therein. We are heartily in accord
with all the changes. Words fail us in expressing our grati-
tude to our heavenly Father for the ever-increasing light be-
ing shed upon his holy Word and plan. Never before have we
so clearly understood the various features of the Atonement
Day and other sacrifices. In the light of all these things we
can understand why Brother Russell said to you, a short
time before departing this life, that “Tabernacle Shadows”
would have to be re-written.

Soon after commencing the study of the revised edition,
we were wont to complain a little because it was so diffi-
cult to look up the corrections and mark the paragraphs,
ete, ete. We sald why did the Society not give us the book
with all the corrections in their proper places, thus making
unnecessary the Revision Appendixes. Later we came to
the conclusion that this arrangement was of the Lord as
much as any and all features of the work. It enables us
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to appreciate the corrections, while a book Issued without
them would not have been so much to our edification Now
that we have almost completed the study in its present
form, we will soon be ready for a new edition with the
various chapters in their proper arrangement, and all cor-
rections to date with the appendix eliminated. The class
voted unanimously as favoring a new and up-to-date edition
of' “Tabernacle Shadews”.

We are not informed that such. a. move 15 contemplated
on the part of the Society, we metely wish to he on record
as approving such a nmove if consulered adyivable

With fervent Christian love to you and the famuly at
Bethely T hez to remain,

Your brother in the Master’s service, B. C. RUTLEDGE, Pa:

[The Society receives many letters fromr the friends usk-
ing why “Tabernacle Shadows” has not been revised so as
to have the corrections made in THE WarcH TowEr 11sel ted
in the proper place instead of in ar appendix. OQur answer
is that ‘“Tabernacle Shadow ” was written hy Brother Rus-
sell and we do not feel at hhertv tc change any of the
original text, The appendix 1s made up flrom his later views
expressed 1n TaE Vatcrn PTowrr: and we flunk it much
preferable 1o leave them that wav. It rea nres come weork
to look them up, of course hut this
beneficial’ to 1he one wlio 1« ~tudiing the ~ubject.

[Some who once were with us but who now are endeav-
oring to oppose the work of the Society find fault even
because an appendix is added to the book, and they would
have some gvound for objection if we changed the text.
These try to make it appear that we have changed the
text, which is not true, of course We have called attention
to Brother Rucgell’s later expres<ions and put them in ap-
pendix form that all may have the henefit: We believe the
friends generally will see the wisdom of leaving it just
as 1t 18.]

e WATCH TOWER
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DEACONESSES AND JUVENILE TEACHERS ?

1s it found profitable to have sisters elected to the
office of deaconess in the congregation?

Answer: There seems to be no good reason why a
sicter should be clected to such a position Lvery sister
has the same provilege in the class, whether she is a
deaconess or not. Her privilege is to attend Berean
studies, and also the prayer meetings, participate in
asking and answering questions, to play the musical
instrument when called for, etc. But to say that a person
must be a deaconess before she could play for a meeting
would be overdoing the matter entirely. There is no
Scriptural provision that a sister shonld be a deaconess
in order to be given the privilege of serving at the
musical instrument for the congregation. In faect, there
seems to be no advantage whatsoever in having sisters
elected to this position of deaconess.

Should the sisters teach: the children’s Bible class?
or should this be done by the brethren?

Answer: Teaching should always be done by the
brethren where there are brethren qualified for that
work: Since the deacons are not teachers of the ecclesia,
where there are deacons in the class the work of teaching
the children might be assigned to them. Of course,
where there are no capable brethren in the class then a
sister could properly teach the children’s class. There
seems to be no good reason why the sisters should not
be assigned to teach the children since it is often true.
that sisters are more competent to teach children than
are brothers.

LETTERS

APPRECIATIVE NEW READER
Dran LRIENDS

I have. just. fimished rending. the seven volumes of
ScrreTURE ¥rroing, and T am appreciative of thenr great
ness and sublimity. Therr author possesced the heart of
an artist, the mind of a: philosoptier the facultv to reason,
the' power to feel. ITis books. are like the seven: colors of
the sun that go.to make onc vivid lizht

Yours very truly;

“ALL OF THESE BLESSINGS”
BELOVED IN CHLRTST:

Today It recerved the fourth Warcin ToweR, winceh T have
been eagerly wwaiting I am very zlad to be able to tell’
you that I read all of the first three and many parts of
same several rimes over with much enjoyment.

Now after reading some of the beautiful' passages, I
stopped to think whether T reallv had a right to enjoy
all of these blessings without trying to do some good to
some one who might not have the same:privilege as myseif.

Now just a few lines I was horn and raised 1 a church,
you might say, but I did not know. what 1t was to serve
God until about three months ngo when I commenced to
read the fitst volume of Pastor Russell’s works. Since
then I have had several of the other volumes and pamphlets
which I Rave:read so far as I had time, and at this writing
I am glad to say that I know more. about relizion now
than. I ever did before. How miserable life would be now
without tlus knowledge. . . .

Your broiher and servant in Christ Jesus,

GEo. A. BEERNINK, Minn.

C. I8, STONEBREAKER, AMd..

WEEKLY TEXTS APPRECIATED
DraR BRETHREN :

Greetings in the name of our Lord. At the prayer meeting
last Wednesday evening a motion was made and unanimous-
ly carried to send a letter of appreciation of our 1921 prayer
meeting texts. The frieuds testify to receiving great bless-
ings from these texts and, while it is a little more bother
to hunt the thoughts from these texts, they testify to
receiving great blessings from tHe extra effort.

May the Lord richly bless all your efforts and services in
the future as in the past and may we continually keep our
hearts in an attitude of thanKfulness and trustfulness in
our heavenly Father, knowing that he will provide all
things necessary. PirrsrrELD ECCLESIA,, Mass.

“WE. REMEMBER YOU: ALYL”
DEaR BRETHREN IN CHRIST

treetings. Just a few lines to let you know of our con-
tinued love and Interest in the dear ones at the Bethel,
God bless you all, dear ones, and may grace sufficient be
granted to help each one to overcome. The wiles of the
adversary are subtle and leglon, and the hosts of darkness
are striving to erowd in on the ones who arve privileged
to herald the kingdom. The TowERs are better than ever:
and we keep anxiously looking out for them, for they always
come when they are most. required..

May the Lord bless you all mightily to accomplish his
will as connected with the* establishment of his kingdom
and with the day of vengeance: Pray'for us as we remember
you all before that throne of grace.

Your brother and! servant, C. MawwmiNGg, India.
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Lectureg and Stud.es by Traveling Brethren

BROTHER R. H. BARBER

Battle Creek, Mick. Lansing, Mich. ...
Marcellus, Mich, Sunfield, Mich
Benton Harbor, Mi Mt. Clemens,

Mieh’ :..___j-" 11

Three Rivers, Mich Port Huton, Mich. !
Chatlotte, Mich. Toledo, OBI0" wmwrmmrrcr i%
BROTHER T. E. BARKER
Mt. Lookout, W. Va, ... 0ct.2 East Radford, Va, .... Oct. 9
Macdonald, W. Va, 3 Honaker, Va. ... - 710

\Whipple, W Va. ... . " 4 Coeburn, Va.

Wihham, W, Va . ... " B Bristol, Tenn. - 13
Prinreton, W. Va. ... Oct. 8,7 KEKnoaville, Tenn. ..... Oct. 16
BROTHER E. F. CRIST
Aitkin, Minn, PR Fergus Falls. Minn. . Oct 10
Wealthwood, Minn. Evansville, Alinn .. .. ... " 11
Nortthome, Minn Minneapolis. Minn, .. ... ”? 12
Federal Dam, Minn, . Willmar, Minn, ... ... " 13
Fargo, N, Dak. .. e ........ 9  Jasper, Minmn. ... . ' 14
BROTHER A. J. ESHLEMAN
Patoka Il .... .Oct 5 Bloomington, Il Oct 12
Vandaha, Il > §  Streator, INl R T
Pana, IIl _. "7 Champaign, 11} ” 14
Hammond, 111 .9 Danville, Ih " 16
Decatur, 1, . 10, 11 Broadlangs, IiL L ¥

BROTHER M. L. HERR

Hartford, Conn. ... .. Qct 2,35  New Londou. 2]
South Coventry, Conn. ...Oct 4  Westerly, R 10
Elhotts Conn .. ... .. " B Providence, R. I, 1.
Cromwell. Conn .. ” 6  Worcester, Mass. . .12
Deep River, Conn, " 7 Springfield, Mass, ...... Oct. 14-18

BROTHER M. A. HOWLETT

Saskatoon, Sask, __ QOct 2,3 Grandview, -Man. ...

Moose Jaw, Sask. . .Oct. 4  Gilbert Plains, Man. 12
Norina, Sask. ... . Rapid City, Man. L £
Yorhton  Sas<k, Oct Brandon, Man. .. ... ” 14
Kuwsack, Sask. Portage La Prame, Man. " 15

BROTHER W. H. PICKERING

Waghington, D. C. ..0ct.2  Louisville, Ky, ...
Cha, otiew ille, VA, ” 8 Evansville, Ind.
Chfton lorge YVa, ” 4  East St. Louls,
Charleston, W, Va, ” 8 Jefferson City, Mo.
Frankfort, Ky. ..... " 8 Kansas City, Mo, cceer.

H

BROTHER G. R. POLLOCK

San Dernardine, Cal. Chandler, Ariz. -------.._.....Oct 7
Riversule, Cal. Tueson, "Ariz. [
Yuma, Aliz. ... Safford, Ariz.
Somerton, ATz, Miami, "AriZ. e, Oct. 13
Cheas, Arlz. . El Paso, Texas ...—.Oct. 16,17

BROTHER V. C. RICE

Johnstown, Pa. ... Monessen, Pa. a..... -Oct. 11,12
13,14

Greensburg, Pa. Ilrownsville, Pa, ... 3,

Mec Reesport, Pa. Lonnellsvme, Pa, ... .. Oct 18
Rueyy Vistn Pa, Leckione, Pa. Oct. 17, 1o
Daquesne, I't Point Marion, Pa. ... » 19, 20

BROTHER C. ROBERTS

Nelson B C. Oct 2 Cawston, B C.
Tl ) C ” 3 Missian City, B C.
Grand o s B. C. ” 4  Chillwack, B C. .
Kelowna, It C. .. " 6 Vancouver, B C.
Tentiion DB, C. . .Oct. 7,9 Victoria, B, C. . ._.....

BROTHER R. L. ROBIE

Linton Ind .... Oct 2z Mitchell, Ind.
Sullivan, Ind. ct 3.4 Orleans, Ind.
Iiichnetl, Ind ” 5,6 Salem, Ind. .

Oct 7

Bedford, Ind.
...... Oct 9,10

Sparksvﬂle, I

Washington, Ind.
Montgomery, Ind.

BROTHER T. H. THORNTON

Shrevepnrt, La. .. ... Oct 2,3 Vosburg. Miss. ..

Monroe, Lo ... ..Oct.4 Laurel, Miss. ..... ...0ct.
Kelly, La. " ¢ Hattiesburg, Miss. 14
Vicksburg, aitss Oct 7,8  Poplarville, Miss. 15
Waynesboto, Mrss. .7 9,10 Gulfport, Miss, » 16

3ROTHER W. A. THRUTCHLEY

Cranbrook, B . Oct 1-3  Lerhbridee, Alta. ..
Wyeliffe, B. C. Oct 4,5  Bow 1sland, Alta ..
Ello B C .. Oct 6 Medicine Hat, Alta.
Fernte B C. . .Oct T.v  Hetbert, Sash ..
Macleod, Alta. ... . ..Oct.2v Winnipeg, Man. ..
BROTHER 8. H. TOUTJIAN
Clay Center, Kan. . ct 2,3 Abiene, Kan
Jamestown, Kan. ' 4,5 Imporia Kan.
Solomon, Kan. .. 6,7 Olpe, Kan

Pomona, Kan.
Ottawa, Kan.

Salina, Kan
Gypsum, Kan.

BROTHER J. B. WILLIAMS

.Oct. 2 Rapid City, Man.

Dauphin, Man.
3 Brandon, Man

Kelwood., Man ..

Oak River, Man. : 4 Portage la Prai
Hamiota, Man. . " B Winnipeg, Man.
MecConnell, Man. - " 6 Timmins, Ont,

BROTHER W. M. WISDOM
Alliance, Neb. ..... ... ..Oct 2 Deer Lodge, Mont. ......... Oct. 12
Arvada, Wyo. . . " 4 DMNissoula, Mont. . .Oct. 13 16
Sheridan, Wyo. Oct. 5,6 1'ablo, Mont. _ .Oct.
Lewistown, Mont ” 8,9 Dutte, Mont.
Butte, Mont. .oeceeeeeild Oct. 11 Helena, Mont, .

BROTHER G. YOUNG
- Oct 2,4 Aubuin, Me ”
L Hallowell, Me. " o131t
Portland, Ae
Saco, Me
hennebunl\, Me,

Bangor, Me. ..
Oldtown Me.
Thorndile, Me.
Pirtsheld  Me
Wilton, Me,

L. F. ZINK

Bridgetown, N S
Smiths Cove, N. 8
Jogan Bl‘ld"e N s
Nietaux N 8. oo
Bridgzewater, N. §

South Rawdon, N. 8
Windsor, N. S.

E Halls Harbor, N, 8 Oct 4,9
Kentville, N. 8 6:
Middleton, N. 8.

13
Oct 14,18

ANNUAL MEETING AND CONVENTION IN PITTSBURG, PA.

A couvention of Bible Students will be held in.Pittsburgh, Pa.,
October 28-31. The annual meeting of the Watch Tower Bible and
Tract Society will be held on Monday, October 31, at 10:00 a m.,,
place to be announced later, as al<o’ place where the convention
sessions will be held TFurther information regaidinz rooms, ete.,
may be had by addressing the class seaietary € H Srewart, 317
Grace St., Mt. Washington Sta, Pittsburgh, Pa.

FALL CONVENTION IN TORONTO,

The friends Tononto Ontario, plan to hold a four-dav ron-
vention, November 4-7 Further partncular: may be had from the
%ociety’s Canadian Branch, 270 Dundas St, W, Toronto, Ont..

an.

|BSA. BEREAN BIBLE STUDIES
ByMeansof “The Plan of the Ages”

Chapter I: Joy in the Morning
Week of November 6 .. Q.1.7 Week of November 20.Q.16-22
Week of November 13, . Q. 8-15 Week of November 27 . §).23-29
Question books on “The Dwvne Plan of the Ages”, 15¢ Posijaid
|




