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THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Extensfon”, now being
presented in all parts of the civilized world by the WaTcH TOWER BioLk & TRACT SoCIETY, chartered A, D. 1884, “For the Pro-
motion of Christian Knowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Soeiety’s conventions and of the
coming of its traveiing representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rchearsals or reviews of our Society's published STUDIES most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz.,, Verbi Dei Minister (V. D. M.), which translated
into English is Minister of God’s Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible
students and teachers. Dy some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated
—redemption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for
all”. (1 Peter 1:19; 1 Timothy 2:6) Duilding up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3: 11-
15; 2 Peter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which. . .has
been hid in God, . . . to the intent that now might he made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God’—“which in other ages

was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”’.—Kphesiang 3:5-9, 10.
It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it sceks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest

subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures.

hath spoken

according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances,
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God.

It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
Its attitude is not dogmatic, but contident;
It is held as a trust, to be used only in his

service ; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his

good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge.

And we not only invite but urge our

readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly muade to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship”; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the gospel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when
finished, God's blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20-22;

Genesis 28: 14 ; Galatians 329,

That meuantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated bhelievers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the

last of these “living stones™, “elect and precious,”

shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together

in the first resurrection ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout

the Millennium.—Revelation 15 : 5-R,

That the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every

man,”’
Ilebrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6.

“a ransom for all,” and will be “the true light which lghteth every man that cometh into the world”, “in due time’.—

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,” be “partakers of the divine nature’,” and share hig

glory as his jomnt-heir.—1 John 3:2; John 17:

24; Romans 8:17; 2 Peter 1:4,

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for_ the future work of service; to develop in herself every
grace ; to be God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.—Kphesians 4:12; Matthew 24:

I4; Revelation 1: 6; 20:06.

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the
restitution of all that was Jost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeciner and his glorihed church,

when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Aets 31 19-23: Isaiah 35.
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CONVENTIONS

HousToN, Trxas. The International Bible Students
Association will hold a four-day convention at Houston,
March 3-6, inclusive. This convention will serve for the
friends of Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and any other
part of the United States from which any can attend. A
pumber of the Pilgrim brethren will be present; and
Brother Rutherford will be there a portion of the time,
addressing the public Sunday, March 6. For further in-
formation concerning accommodations, ete., address Joseph
Isaac, Jr., 905 Thompson Street, Houston, Texas.

TAaMPA, FrLoripA. Tampa is an ideal spot for a winter
convention. We are pleased to announce that a convention
of the International Bible Students Association has been
arranged for Tampa, March 10-13, inclusive. It is ex-
pected that friends from the southern states east of the

Mississippi River, as well as some from other parts of
the country, will attend. Several Pilgrim brethren will be
present and address the gathering. Brother Rutherford
will also be there during a part of the convention. Address
all communications concerning accommodations, etc., to
Edward F. Limpus, 510 Curry Building, Tampa, Fla.

CONCORDANT NEW TESTAMENT

In our issue of June 15, 1920, announcement was made of
an arrangement to supply the friends with the Concordant
Version of the Sacred Scriptures. This arrangement has
not been entirely satisfactory. Some of the friends have
been sending orders for future translations. This office will
not further handle those. We have on hand a limited sup-
ply of the {ranslation of Revelation, designated “The Un-
veiling”, and when this stock is exhausted we will dis-
continue handling this work.

WATCH TOWER REPRINTS—INDEX

Many of the friends are inquiring when they may expect
to receive Volume Seven of the WatcH Tower Reprints.
That volume when finished will contain a complete index
of the entire set. To prepare this index requires a great
amount of work—much more than could be appreciated
until the work was well in hand. Also some delay was
occasioned by the special GoLDEN AGE work of last summer,
The work on the index has now been in course of prepara-
tion for several months and will require several months
longer before the copy is complete. Then it will have to
be set up and manufactured in book form.

We are unable to say at this time just how long it will
be, but in view of the delays incident to the publication
of the other volumes, it may be six months before this
last one is ready for delivery. We ask the friends, there-
fore, to be patient. This work is being pushed as rapidly
as it can be, and as quickly as it is finished the books
will be shipped out. The index will be a very valuable
one and will enable the possessor of the volumes to refer
readily to any topic or text of Scripture discussed in this
library of Biblical information.
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THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS

“YWorship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.”—DPsalm 29 :2.

HATEVER holiness is, God is it, in the purest
\‘X/ and most unequivocal meaning of the term;
for Jehovah was and continues te be “the Holy
One of Isracl”. (Psalm 71:22; 89:18) Holiness implies
transcendant purity of character; but it really means
much more than that, as we shall come to sec.
Holiness, that basic concept of divine revelation, is
not found at all in its Secriptural signification among
the heathen, either of ancient times or of the present.
They do have what are called “holy men”, in whom
a certain idea of remoteness or separateness is to be
found exemyplified; but that separateness is merely a
physical state and does not reach very far into the
realm of character. The “holy men” of China, of India,
of Thibet, of Africa, live in caves or in the open ficld,
religiously abstain from bathing and from many other
conventional things, but the inner cleanness and abhor-
renee of evil which the Bible word holy conveys is often
quite foreign to them.

TO WHOM HOLINESS IS ASCRIBED

In the Bible holiness is ascribed to or mentioned as
being an attribute or condition of (1) God and (2) his
Son Jesus—and, as a matter of course. of that spirit
which emanates from either or- hoth of them—(3) of
the angels, (1) of God’s people, and (5) things dedi-
cated to God or his service.

“I am holy,” says the Lord God of Israel. (Leviticus
12:44; 1 Peter 1:16) This testimony is suflicient for
every child of God, but there is a vast deal more given
from almost every quarter of creation. We read of how
the Prophet Isaiah received his commission from the
Holy One. He was standing, it scems, at the threshold
of the Temple; in front of him stood the door leading
into the inner shrine. His vision is sharpened and
enlarged, and the cherubim on the vail are transformed,
as it were, into glorious seraphim, singing Jehovah’s
praise. The smoke of the sacrifice undergoes a change
and fills the new and vaster Holy of Holies. The rela-
tively feeble light of the Shekinah presence opens out
into a blaze of effulgence and of dazzling splendor.
The seraphs sing, and the burden of their song is “Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; and the whole earth is
full of his glory”. (Isaiah 6:3) Thus did Isaiah have
borne home to him in music the pervading thought of
his future ministry. For him Jehovah was to be

throughout “the Holy One of Israel”. In the very be-
35

ginning he throws down the charge: “They have for-
saken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of
Isracl to anger”. (lsaiah 1:4) Further, he wrote of how
the purged remnant of Israel should learn to “stay
upon the Lord, the Holy One of Isracl, in truth”.
(Isaiah 10:20) Again, the judgments of the Lord will
he so searching and =o effective that the terrible one
and the scorner shall be consumed, “and the poor
among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel”.
---Isaiah R9:19.

HOLINESS AND GLORY

The separateness in God which the word holy sug-
gests is not isolation from the world or from his crea-
tion generally as such, but it is an apartness, a disunit-
cdness, an aloofness {from evil. According to the ser-
aph’s song, g¢lory is the other side of holiness. Seem-
ingly it was considered that when they had proclaimed
dehovah to be holy they had said enough. Holiness
must therefore either involve or imply the very height
of moral excellence. The effect of God’s holiness is
shown to be a glorified carth. Jehovah’s incomparable
sanctity is so pure, so penetrating, and so cleansing that
when his plan of the ages is finished it can be said, and
«aid aloud to all the universe: “The whole earth is full
of his glory”. Glory is the flower of holiness, as beauty
iz the flower of health.

A faint foreshadowing of this glory is given in the
song of Moses and the children of Israel at their deliv-
crance from the land of Iigypt: “Who is like unto thee,
O Lord,.. .who is like thee, glorious in holiness#”’
{Iixodus 15:11) Again, a cry goes up from the Lord’s
people for Jehovah to “look down from heaven, and
behold from the habitation of [his| holiness and [his]
glory” —Isaiah 63:15.

It was suggested above that holiness in God means
more than, or at least something other than, moral
perfection, although it always implies perfect virtue.
Holiness suggests the idea of that peculiar attitude and
sentiment with which perfect virtue regards moral
evil. This is so true that it can be said that if there
never were any evil, either active or conceivable, in the
universe, there could not have been any holiness; for
there would have been nothing to recoil from. There
would have been perfect truth, and perfect righteous-
ness, but not holiness. This word, it will be seen, denotea
neither any one of the virtues in part nor the whole
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group of them merely, but the sense of repulsion which
these virtues engender toward their opposites, an ab-
horrence which eould never have been felt had evil been
so far a nonentity as never to exist in fact or as an
object of thought.

These thoughts are substantiated by the complaint
of the Prophet: “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold
evil, and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest
thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest
thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is
more righteous than he?” (Habakkuk 1:13) That is,
God’s whole nature was known to recoil from evil and
iniquity, but in this instance he suffered it, as he has
guffered the whole reign of evil on earth for certsin
instructive purposes, that his own holiness might shine
the brighter in the end.

PROPRIETOR OF GOODNESS

God only is absolutely good. (Luke 18:19) That is
to say, he is the sole proprietor of goodness as he is
also of immortality. (1 Timothy 6:16) All others who
have either goodness or immortality have them because
of God’s grace in dispensing his bounties. It is for
this reason that Jehovah demands and commands the
supreme veneration of those who would themselves be-
come good.—Luke 1:49; John 17:1; Acts 3:14; He-
brews 7:26; 1 John 2:20; Revelation 4:8.

The holiness of God, then, is that moral perfection of
his plus that attribute by which all moral imperfection
is removed from him. The holiness of God’s will,
therefore, is that by which he invariably chooses what is
good and refuses what is evil. It will be noted that God’s
holiness and his justice are very intimately associated.
Holiness is the effect which justice has upon his de-
sires, the internal inclination of the divine will; truth
is the effect which justice has on his volition; while
righteousness is the outworking of justice in his con-
duct, in his actions. (Psalm 145:17) It is becausc of
this intimate association of holiness and truth, that
truth is used as the agency in the holifying or sanctify-
ing of the members of Christ’s body.

This attribute of Jehovah’s implies that no sinful
or wicked inclination can be found in him. Hence it is
said of God that he is incapable of being tempted to
evil. (James 1:13,17) He can no more be tempted to
evil than a piece of gold can be drawn by magnetism.
There is simply nothing responsive there. God is also
described as being light, and entirely without darkness;
i. e., all holiness and no sin. As for example: “I have
sworn by my holiness,. ..I will not lie.”—Psalm 89:
35; Amos 4:2.

Jehovah never chooses what is false or deceitful—
falsity and deceit are the devil’s tools—but only what
is truly good, what his perfect intelligence recognizes
as such. This naturally makes of him the most perfect
teacher and the highest exemplar of what is good.
“God hath spoken in his holiness.” (Psalm 60:6) In
harmony with this, we find the Bible to declare that he
looks with displeasure upon wicked and deceitful
courses (Psalm 1:5; 5:5—“Thou hatest the workers of
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iniquity”) ; but he regards the truly pious with favor.—
Psalm 5:7,8; 15:1; 18:26; 33:18.

HOLINESS AND DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY

As justice is the foundation or establishment of
God’s throne, so holiness is identified with his matchless
sovereignty, for we read that “God sitteth upon the
throne of his holiness”. (Psalm 47:8) This holiness
extends to his whole mountain or kingdom, the king-
dom of Zion. He is “greatly to be praised in the
mountain of his holiness”.—Psalm 48:1; Jeremish
31:23.

Holiness is an essential, that is, a non-acquired at-
tribute of Jehovah, and it adds glory and lustre to all
his other perfections. (Exodus 15:11) He could not
be God without it; “For all his ways are justice, a God
of truth, and without iniquity, just and right is he”.
(Deuteronomy 32:4) The holiness of God is visible
through his works; he made all things holy (Genesis
1:31): by his providences, all of which are calculated
to produce and to promote holiness in the end (He-
brews 11:10) : by his grace, which influences the sub-
jects of it to be holy (Titus 2:10,12): by his general
Word, which commands holiness (1 DPeter 1:15): by
his specific Word, as sometimes sent through his proph-
ets, with the end of holiness in view (Jercmiah 44:4,5) :
by substitutionary punishment of sin in the death of
Jesus (Isaiah 53) : and by the second death penalty for
the willfully wicked.—Matthew 25:41.

THE SON ALSO THE HOLY ONE

Sinece there is such oneness between the Father and
the Son, we would expect to find the same holiness in
him as in the Father, except that he is not the original
proprietor of it, having received it as a part of his
princely inheritance from the Father at the time of his
creation. Accordingly, the divine Word refers to God’s
Son also as being the “Holy One”. In the annuncia-
tion of Jesus’ birth the angel said to Mary: “That holy
thing which shall be born of thee, shall be called the
Son of God”. (Luke 1:35) During our Lord’s ministry
on earth even the demons recognized and uttered un-
welcome testimony to his holiness, one of them saying,
“I know thee, who thou art, the Holy One of God”.
{Luke 4:34) And concerning our Lord’s most crucial
test of faith he had long before prophetically said:
“Thou wilt not. ..suffer thine Holy One to see cor-
ruption”. (Psalm 16:10) And the Apostle Peter,
speaking under the fresh inspiration of the holy spirit,
laid at the door of the Jews the charge that they had
“denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a mur-
derer to be granted unto” them.—Acts 3:14.

Jesus is the great Holy Angel of God, but the lesser
kinds of angels are likewise holy, as is implied by the
fact that they are many times referred to as “his angels”
(Psalm 148:2), and also as having access to the Father’s
face.—Matthew 18:10.

HOLINESS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Since there is and can be no reasonable doubt as to
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Jehovah’s holiness or of that of his Son, our inquiry
naturally runs to the holiness of God’s people. What
can that mean?

First, we find it said even regarding God’s fleshly
people that he had sanctified (holy-fied) them; that
they were all called to holiness, which they were to
endeavor to acquire and which many in reality did
attain to under the Law.—2 Peter 1:71.

Moses was instructed by Jehovah to say to the peo-
ple of Tsracl: *“Ye shall he unto me a kingdom of
priests and an holy nation”. (Exodus 19:6; comp.
Exodus 22:31; Leviticus 11:14,45; Numbers 16:3)
But ouly in the future, when the New Law Covenant is
established, will the Jews attain that holiness which they
must have to be the permanent fleshly people of God.
Concerning that time it is written: “Thy people offer
themselves willingly in the day of thy power, in the
beauty of holiness”. (Psalm 110:3) Again, the carthly
people are finally addressed in the same words as our
head text: “Give unto the Lord the glory of his name:
bring an offering and come unto his courts. O worship
the Lord in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all
the earth.” (P’salm 96:8,9) Moreover, the way of
progress over which mankind will be required to walk
if they would have the riches of divine favor is called a
“way of holiness”, (Isaiah 35:8) In short, no one
will ever have life who is not holy, every fiber of whose
being does not loathe, despise, abhor the thought of sin,
disloyalty, rebellion,

God’s revelation of his holiness has much to do with
the holiness of hig people. Ile reveals his holiness
partly throngh judgments, in which he rejects sirt as a
thing utterly discordant with his heing and to which he
hecomes a consuming fire (Habakkuk 1:13; Ilebrews
12:29), partly through redemption, insofar as this is a
separation, a cleansing from the defilements of the
world and of sin. In connection with this last, God’s
holiness is at once the fountain head of the whole re-
demptive revelation, both in its preparatory stage of
¢hoosing out his Israel fo be a holy people, and its
fuller developments through the atoning work of Christ
and the sanctifying work of the holy spirit, yes, even
in its completion in the heavenly Holy of Holies,
where everything is called holy (Revelation 15:4) and
is holy. (Revelation 21:27; 22:14,11) Whether we
ook upon (od’s redemptive work as an outflowing of
his benevolent love or of his beneficent justice, it is
nevertheless a revelation of his holiness; for it is
throughout a holy and holifying, a purifying love,
which makes itself known in the giving of his Son and
in the sending forth of his spirit.

PRIMARY LESSONS IN HOLINESS

Jehovah’s choosing of Israel to be a holy people and
every divine activity designed to further that end—the
giving of the law, the instructing, helping, and protec-
ing of Israel—were evidently all planned with the
grand purpose in view of revealing himself as the koly
(3od, the Holy One of Israel. The deepest import and
sense of the Sinaitic Law was that the people in their

e WATCH TOWER 37

putting off of everything unclean and sinful should
thereby hecome like God. Of course, as a child is
obliged to start at the bottom of the ladder of education
and must first learn the letters or words before he can
use the language extensively, so it was with the holiness
which the Jews saw; it had chiefly to do with external
customs, u~ages, and separations, as preseribed by the
ceremonial law.  Those stipulations had to do prin-
cipally with food, raiment, with washings and separa-
tions from evervthing in the realm of death, disease,
arrd sexual irregularities and abnormalties.  Dut the
noral law of the ten commandments and elaborations
ef those laws in the Book of Deuteronomy, the messages
ol the prophets, and the utterances of the pealms all
show a gradual expanding of the idea of holiness as a
sanctity of heart and life and as a hatred of evil. Thig
expansion was not duce to any “evolution™ on the part
of the Jews themselves, but rather to a careful and
gradual instruction by the Master Teacher.

This sanctity of heart is most noticeable in the New
Testament, where the underlying theme of all the
preaching of our Lord and the apostles leads away
from the merely formal holiness of the Pharisces and
toward the inner purity of a life like that of the Father
and the Son. It is true that the word holy occurs less
frequently in the New Testament than in the Old, but
the thought unquestionably runs throughout all God’s
revelations hy Jesus and his apostles.

The Lord’s people of this gospel age, Christians, ‘are
much more particularly declared to he holy than were
his {leshly people of times past. Now we have received
the carnest of the hofy spint (2 Corinthians 1: 22), or
the holy spirit as an earnest of the future inheritance.
Tn Acts and quite generally in the Epistles helievers are
referred to as “saints™, holy ones.  Ananias, in demur-
ring to the commission to go visit Paul, said: “Lord, I
have heard from many of this man, how much evil he
hath done to thy saints”. (Acts 9:13, 32, 41) The
Apostle Peter came down to the saints which dwelt in
liydda; he raised Tabitha from the dead and presented
her to the saints. (Acts 9:40) The Apostle Paul
directs his Epistle to the Romans, “to the beloved of
God, called to be holy ones”.—Romans 1:7.

SANCTIFICATION AND JUSTIFICATION

God’s people of this age are holy (1) by separation
and choice (1 Peter 2:9); () by the imputation of
Christ’s righteousness to them (Ezckiel 16:14; 2 Cor-
inthians 5:21); and (3) by the work of sanctification
proper, by exposure of themselves to and conformity
with the holy principle of divine grace whereby (a) the
heart is renewed in holiness and both (b) mind and
(c) body are transformed by degrees in the direction of
perfection.—Colossians 1:28; 4:12.

It is in this third sense to which we can look with
greatest profit, while not minimizing the first two at
all. 'The second is really justification, which while
closely related to sanctification and having a distinet
bearing upon the development of the holy horror of sin,
is still to be distinguished in the following points:
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(1) Justification is the making or declaring of the
sinner to be right or free from the guilt of sin and the
penalty of death; whereas sanctification is an alteration
or transforming of qualities from evil to good.

(2) Justification consists in remission of sins
through or because of the imputation of Christ’s right-
eousness ; sanctification is the renovation of the whole
being by the holy spirit.

(3) Justification is perfected at once; sanctification
only gradually approaches perfection.

(4) Justification naturally precedes sanctification
(though not consecration) ; for God sanctifies only those
who have some relation to him, and the basis of all his
relations with human beings is some kind of justifica-
tion.

The Lord through the Psalmist informs us: “Holi-
ness becometh thine house. .. for ever”. (Psalm 93:5)
If this is true, if our hearts are to be established “un-
blamable in holiness” (1 Thessalonians 3:13), if we are
not called “to uncleanness, but to holiness” (1 Thes-
salonians 4:7), then there is no more vital subject
than this, to find out how we can become holy, or if
already holy in some senses, to become still more holy.
The new creature is “created in righteousness and true
holiness”, we arc told. (LEphesians 4:24) The thought
here scems to be that the creative work under which the
new creature is being developed is retarded by unright-
eousness and unholiness, but is forwarded by that which
is right. Conscious, habitual determination to be and
to remain separate from sin is engendered by the pre-
sence of positive graces, which not only tend to sharpen
the discernment of evil, but which also beget an abhor-
rence of that evil. One who is born and reared in
abject poverty cannot feel as great a recoil from it as
one who is reared in affluence and to whom every evil
smell, every unlovely sight, every greasy stair-rail and
creaking step, every discordant sound, every uncertain
taste is loathsome. So it must be with God, with
Jesus, with the holy angels. But we are born in moral
poverty, more or less squalid: ours is an uphill work,
the first act of which is to get the concept of holiness,
then to strive for it by making use of such sanctifying
agencies as the Father has provided for that purpose.

PERFECTING HOLINESS

To perfect this holiness is not to perfect the flesh, as
some have mistakenly supposed, but it is to render
firm, fixed, and established our love of righteousness
and hatred of iniquity, so that we can be trusted with
glory, honor, and immortality. The fear of the Lord
ig a strong factor in this; for we read that we are to
perfect “holiness in the fear of God”. (2 Corinthians
7:1) “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil,” it is else-
where stated. (Proverbs 8:13) We cannot have a
wholesome fear of God without hating that which is
his opposite.

Sincerity is absolutely inscparable from the idea of
holiness. It is first of all a “sanctification of the spirit”,
or mind. (2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2) This
is accomplished by God’s mind meeting our own, by
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means of his expressed will. So we can well “give
thanks at the remembrance of Ais holiness” (Psalm
30:4; 97:12); hence, also, the encouraging words in
which we are told that “being made free from sin
[through justification] ye have your fruit unto holi-
ness, and the end everlasting life”.—Romans 6:22.

The process by which we are made holy is called
sanctification. Unfortunately we are obliged to jump
from an Anglo-Saxon word (holy, i. e. halig, helig,
which means whole or sound) over to the Latin word
sanctification, when we need a verb. This has a tend-
ency to break the continuity of thought and the really
close connection between many Scripture statements.
But this difliculty can be overcome if heed is paid.
Sanctify means to make holy; holiness is the native
attitude which virtue has toward sin ; therefore to make
holy means to engender, develop, or to contribute to that
love of righteousness and hatred of iniquity which must
distinguish the followers of him who was exalted above
his fellows because of those virtues.—Psalm 45:7.

JESUS’ PRAYER FOR OUR HOLINESS

In harmony with the Father’s will elsewhere ex-
pressced, Jesus considered the work of sanctification in
his church to be of sufficient importance to mention it
in his high-priestly prayer, just before the ending of
his carthly career. e prayed to the IFather: “Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is truth”. (John
17:17) In passing, it is necessary to remark that the
words holy and sanctify have a very wide range of
meaning. Almost everything which is tinged by sa-
credness, either subjective or objective, is described by
the words holy and sanctify. We might be inclined to
separate these meanings and to attach different words
to them. But it is for us to accommodate our phrase-
ology to that of the Lord himself. Doubtless he did this
with a view to calling attention to the all-pervasive
need of holiness by the very general pervasion of the
word throughout his various messages and instructions.
There are several shades of meaning, for instance, to
the word sanctify as used in the Bible, but the principal
of them are these:

(1) To confess, declare, and celebrate that to be holy
which in itself is so and was so before our declaration.
(Matthew 6:9) This is the meaning wherever God is
said to be sanctified.

(%) To separate persons and things from common or
unholy conditions and install them for holy uses, as the
Tabernacle and its furnishments, the Temple, the typi-
cal priests, ete.

(3) To employ a thing, ordinance, or institution in
holy and religious excrcises in the worship of God in
either public or private and in the celebration of his
works. In this and in the second sense the seventh day
is sanctified.—Exodus 20: 8.

(4) To make persons holy who were not so before.
(1 Corinthians 6: 11) And this is the sense of the word

in those passages of Scripture where the footstep fol-
lowers of the Lord are said to be sanctified.
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Our Master’s prayer for the church’s sanctification
was addressed to the heavenly Father. God is to do this
work. He will not and cannot do it without our co-
operation, but given proper conditions in our own
hearts, the responsibility is with him. This is a work
which we cannot do alone; for it requires superhuman
wisdom and superhuman power. We cannot be sure,
for instance, of choosing the right experiences for even
one day which would work to our eternal interests. We
might pick out those things which would be too difficult
for us or, more likely, things which would be so casy
as not to develop the vital strength of the new creature.

SANCTIFICATION FOR THE CHURCH

This prayer implics relationship with God through
conscecration ; it does not apply to the world in this age;
for in the same connection our Lord prayed: “I pray
for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which
thou hast given me”. (John 17:9) Our Master did
not mean to limit the force of his prayer to those who
were at that time his followers, because he himself ex-
plained: “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them
also which shall believe on me through their word”.
(John 17:20) This sanctifying to which the Master
referred cannot mean a mere setting apart or dedica-
tion to the Lord’s service; for the apostles were already
thoroughly devoted to the Lord and thoroughly desir-
ous of being guided by his will, even at that time.
There was a certain designation of these apostles and
other believers at Pentecost by the sending of the holy
spirit, but this sanctification of the Master’s prayer is
a great process which is to be accomplished by the
Lord’s Word. And Jehovah is to do it, even as prayed
by the Apostle: “The very God of peace sanctify you
wholly”—that is, contine with the good work which he
has begun in you until there is not a vestige of heart
attachment to anything worldly, sensual, or devilish.

God’s Word is spoken of as being the means for ac-
complishing this work ; but it is not the literal or liter-
ary Word merely. Many men have been most familiar
with the Sacred Scriptures in a literary way and have
never been sanctified by them. The truth is the active
agency in the Lord’s Word which is to accomplish this
work. The truth is the characteristic influence of Je-
hovah which pervades his message. It is like the per-
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sonal and unstudied touch of a dear friend’s letter. A
stranger would miss it.

How sublime is the prospect, “That we might be
partakers of hi¢s holiness”. (Hebrews 12:10) We
know this sanctification is the Lord’s will for us (1
Thessalonians 4:3) ; for he distinctly commands, “Be ye
koly, for I am holy”.—1 Peter 1:16.

A PHOTOGRAPH AS ILLUSTRATION

As a photographer exercises great care in the por-
traiture of a distinguished personage, as he places the
cloth over his head, brings the camera into general line
of vision and then into focus, as he sees that the lens is
clean and properly inserted, as he gives care to the
placing of the plate and jcalously guards it until it is
developed ; so we are sanctified by the truth through the
Word. 1t is Jehovah’s love of right and abhorrence of
evil which we wish to copy. “He dwelleth in light” and
this licht has a potency for transforming us—“even as
by the spirit of the Lord”. (2 Corinthians 3:18) By
the act of consecration we shut off the sidelights from
the world and the alluring things of the flesh and bring
ourselves into general alignment with the Lord through
the privileges of justification in Christ. We adjust our
attitude before him to that of humility. Only in this
proper focus can we sce him as he is and get what we
so much need. The lens, the Bible, God’s message, is
perfect in itself, though it may have some dust specks
of mistranslation or interpolation which would tend te
render less periect the picture.

But the main point in photography, the point with-
out which all the preliminary arrangements are futile,
is to expose the plate. The coating of the plate is ex-
ceedingly sensitive to light. That is our hearts. If the
light of divine truth from God himself floods through
the lens of his Word into our hearts, that light will have
a transforming effect upon our hearts, even though it is
difficult for the beholder to discern. To make the plate
really useful-it must be submerged in a chemical bath,
which developes and fixes it. So we must be immersed
in death before we can be used in printing or impres-
sing this idea of holiness, God’s holiness, now also
become ours, upon the minds and hearts of mankind
in the future.

With these glorious prospects before us we can well
“follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which
no man shall see God”.—Hebrews 12:14 ; Matthew 5:8.

EUROPEAN TOUR

[CONTINUED]

INCE Captain Joshua marched his forces around
S the walls of ancient Jericho and, as a reward for
his faith, the walls fell down at the blowing of the
rams’ horns, this has been a famous spot in the land of
Canaan. Many events of great interest have transpired
in this vicinity, and every one who has a keen interest
in the divine plan takes advantage of an opportunity to
sce Jericho. It lies about eight hundred feet below the
gea level at the very edge of a plain or valley some six-

teen miles wide, with the Jordan eight miles distant
and the mountains of Moab on the east.

In ancient times men who journeyed from Jerusalem
to Jericho made the trip either on foot or by donkey,
and often fell among thieves. It is a country well
suited for robbers. Our party journeyed from Jerusalem
to Jericho in a Ford car over a road built in recent
years. We observed that the owner of the car would
not permit the driver to start until he had armed him-
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gelf with a good revolver, and on inquiring the reason
we learned that robbers still infest the hills on either
side of the roadway. The road is almost a constant
descent from Jerusalem to the Jordan and is skirted
on both sides by rugged hills rising perpendicularly,
sometimes to a height of more than a thousand feet
above the road.

The present city of Jericho is some two and one-half
miles south and west of where the ancient city stood.
The present inhabitants are Arabs and Bedouins, with a
few Jews. Without doubt, however, this land will some
day in the near future be wonderfully productive and
provide food for a great number of people. The entire
valley of the Jordan on both sides from mountain to
mountain is very fertile, and with irrigation it will
produce abundantly.

Elijah and Elisha journeyed together from Bethel
down to Gilgal, then to Jericho, and from Jericho
about eight miles further east to the Jordan, crossing
the river. When returning to Jericho from the other
side of Jordan, Elisha healed the fountain of water and
made it sweet. Our party drank at this fountain, which
gives forth an abundant supply of very fine drinking
water, The overflow is used for irrigating gardens
nearby. We visited some of these gardens and found
them to be exceedingly productive. Here within a ra-
dius of a few yards are grown many kinds of fruits and
vegetables, such as bananas, oranges, lemons (both sweet
and sour), grapes of various kinds, pomegranates, figs,
dates, sugar cane, pumpkins, beans, peas, eggplant,
citrons, sweet melons, watermclons, ete. While it is
located below the sea level, the climate is not oppressive-
ly hot. The soil is so rich and the climate such that
with proper cultivation the soil would produce several
crops cach year. Great caravans of camels transport the
food and grain now raised in this valley up to Jerusalem
and on to the Mediterranean Sea; and we confidently
predict that within a few years there will be modern
means of transporting the great quantities of grain that
will be produced in the vicinity of Jericho. Even now
the desert is beginning to blossom as the rose.

From Jericho we journeyed to the Jordan, visiting
the spot where, according to the best evidence obtainable
from the Scriptures, our Lord was immersed by John
the Baptist. While, of course, no one can definitely
locate the exact spot, the Biblical account is that John
was teaching in the wilderness and all people came out
from Judea and from Jerusalem to be baptized of him
in the Jordan. And Jesus came also. It was a solemn
yet thrilling moment as we stood by the swift current
of the Jordan and remembered that the precious feet of
the Master had once gone into that stream and there his
body was immersed, symbolizing his death. This was
the same stream where Jehovah performed a great
miracle, holding back its rushing waters until the people
had passed over, and from the bottom of which they
afterward carried twelve stones and set up a monument
to commemorate the goodness of the Lord.

It was in this same stream, and probably in the
same vicinity, that the Lord again performed a miracle
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in behalf of Elijah and Elisha. The two stood by the
river’s edge and Elijah, taking his mantle, smote the
waters and they divided, and the two went over on dry
ground. Afterward Elisha returned, and taking the
mantle which had fallen from the shoulders of Elijah,
smote the waters and they divided again and he crossed
to the other bank, While this experience has always
been of interest to Christians, it is of peculiar interest
to Bible students just now because we are reminded that
Elijah and Elisha there were performing pictures which
have had a partial fulfillment in the last two years and
are still in course of fulfillment. The writer walked
over the Jordan and came back dry shod; but lest any
one might mistake this remark, we mention the fact
that in the year 1919 General Allenby built a bridge
across the Jordan at this point, over which the crossing
was made. The British army now carefully guards this
bridge at both ends; and on inquiring of the officers in
charge, we learned that the particular reason for guard-
ing this entrance was because of fear of approach of the
Turks and Persians. Verily the armies of the British
Empire are guarding the approach to Jerusalem from
every point of the compass; and while Great Britain
maintains control over the land of Palestine at this
time ostensibly in behalf of the Jew, it is quite evident
that the real purpose is to protect the interests of the
British Empire. Palestine is a key to the situation.
Its loss now might mean the loss of the Suez Canal, and
the loss of the Sucz Canal would mean the loss of Egypt
and probably India.

Afier the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan he was led
up of the spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the
devil. He remained in the mountains forty days and
nights and the tempter came unto him. Immediately
west of Jericho and about ten miles from the Jordan are
some very high mountains, and it is probable that in
one of these the Lord abode for forty days and nights.
One of them, indeed, is designated the Mount of Temp-
tation. Whether this is the proper designation or not,
without doubt it was in that vicinity.

The return journey from Jericho to Jerusalem was
attended with some danger and some anxiety. The
difference in the elevation of the two points is approxi-
mately twenty-five hundred feet and the roadway trav-
ersed by automebiles covers a distance of twenty-five to
thirty miles. Our party started back in the Ford car
about three in the afternoon, in ample time to reach
Jerusalem before night. But we soon realized that this
would be impossible. Several times trouble occurred
with the tires, and our Arabian driver attempted to
repair them and then moved on again. We had gotten
well into the mountains and were still some twenty
miles away from Jerusalem when we had about the
fourth puncture and it developed that this was the last
inner tube that our driver had. The evening was rapidly
coming on. Some of our party started to walk. The
hills were very steep and we made slow progress. After
going on for a short distance the driver wanted to
return to Jericho; to which we objected, and he pushed
on again. Another breakdown suggested to us that we
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might have to remain in those mountains overnight at
the mercy of the Bedouins, or other robbers. An Arab
driving a military car passed us and we called on him
for relief, but without any response. Darkness came on
and our driver protested against going further and in-
sisted on sleeping with the Bedouins until morning. To
this we objected. He pointed to his car and we saw that
he had no lights on it. Then he gave us to understand
that if hie drove into Jerusalem without lights he would
be sent to jail for three months or more.

The moon was shining, but being yet young was up
only for a short while. We suggested to the driver that
he could get on by moonlight and if he would drive to
the Mount of Olives we would walk in from there. He
mended the last tire he had by stufting it full of burlap,
strapping it on in some way with cords, and we con-
tinued our journey over the perilous road. In many
places the road went around the mountain side, with a
deep precipice below, and it required a close outlook to
keep the car from going over. It was not far distant
from this place that Joshua called to the sun to stand
still until he could administer punishment to ihe five
kings and their armies who had come up to battle
against him and his ally. As we looked at the moon fast
going down we thought of Joshua and his experience,
and we carnestly wished that the moon would shine un-
til we could get out of this mountainous region, and we
asked the Lord, if such were in harmony with his will,
to permit it to shine and light onr way. On our car
pushed, as we asked the Lord to get us out of the peril.
Each mile of the road left behind was one mile less to
walk in case the car could go no further. But after three
hours of this exeiting drive, we passed through Bethany
and we knew we were near the Mount of Olives; and a
short time afterward we turned at a point on the western
slope of the Mount of Olives and at that moment the
moon sank out of sight beyond Mount Zion. Our car
crept cautiously down the side of the Mount of Olives
and across the brook Cedron and up Mount Moriah,
until we reached Damascus Gate. Here our driver went
forward, found a policeman, explained our dilemma and
asked for permission to go into the city. This was
refused, but at the suggestion of the policeman a bottle
was obtained by the roadway, the bottom broken off and
a candle inserted in the neck and lighted. One of our
party held this behind the windshield while we drove on
into Jerusalem to our hotel, and we were safe.

MOUNT MORIAH

For many years the Mohammedans have had posses-
sion of Mount Moriah and prior to the war they re-
fused to permit any Christian to approach the site of
the Temple, where now stands the Mosque of Omar.
This point is of great interest to all Christians. It
seems quite probable that this is the very spot where
Melchisedec met Abraham when he returned from the
slaughter of the kings and administered unto Abraham
bread and wine, and Abraham paid tithes unto Mel-
chisedec. It is the spot to which Abraham journeyed
from Hebron three days, and there, on the top of the
mount, offered his only beloved son, Isaac—a type of
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the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus. It was on this spot that
Solomon built his glorious Temple. It was the place
where Jesus taught the people and rebuked the hypo-
critical priests. It may yet be the site of the Temple
of Iszekiel’s vision, because it is not improbaole that
such a temple may be erected during the reign of Christ.
Ii secems not at all unlikely that the city of Jerusalem
will be the site of the executive offices of the earthly
phase of Messialt’s kingdom. The prophet Isaiah tells
us that the law =hall go forth from Mount Zion and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. Mount Zion is just
across the hittle valley from Mount Moriah,

It was in this place also that Jeremiah was impris-
aned, and while there gave his prophecy against the
ceclesiastical system of Jerusalem, which more particu-
larly pictured the denunciation of the Lord against

3abylon at this time and {oreshadowed the downfall of
the Babylonish systems. Since the war it has been made
possible to enter the place of the site of the Temple, and
as we stood on the site of this memorable structure many
things of the past concerning God’s dealings with his
people were vividly called to mind. It is strictly against
the rules of the Mohammedans to make photographs of
the Mosque, either inside or outside; but, secemingly,
almost by miracle we got photographs of both the inside
and the outside.

Jerusalem is a very crowded city, particularly inside
the walls. It is said of David Street that it is the
husiest point in the world. While this can hardly be
true, the street—a very narrow one—is always crowded,
from ecarly morning until late in the evening, with
Lhuman beings and donkeys. It is the chief street of
traffic in the city and every available space is taken up
by shops, and trading goes on inside the shops and out
on the narrow street.

We observed that there is practically no improvement
in progress within the walls of the city, while outside
the walls many modern buildings have been erected. It
scems not at all improbable that the Lord will not per-
mit the rebuilding of Jerusalem until the return of the
ancient worthies. It seems wholly improbable that he
will permit the old city in its present state to stand,
since Jerusalem is to be the capital of the world. Our
opinion is, therefore, that with the return of the an-
cient worthies the whole of the city inside the walls
will be reconstructed and beautified and made the site
for the executive offices of the earthly phase of Messiah’s
kingdom.

SOCIETY’S OFFICE IN PALESTINE

One of the objects of the visit to Palestine was to
establish in that land a branch office of the Watch
Tower Bible & Tract Society, especially a point where
literature might be stored and from which it might be
distributed. We scarched diligently for several days
both within and without the walls in order to find a
vacant room where an office could be established, but
wholly without success. Everything in Jerusalem is
crowded full, with little or no prospect of an office
soon to be obtained. We finally concluded that prob-
ably it was not the Lord’s will that the office be estab-
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lished in Jerusalem at this time, but somewhere else
nearby. We, therefore, visited Ramallah, nearby and
in sight of the city, and where there is now a class of
gsome ten or twelve Bible Students. All these brethren
are either Arabs or Syrians. Here we found without
difficulty what seems to be a desirable place for the
establishment of a branch office.

A brother who owns a large house situated on a hill
in a part of Ramallah was glad to have the office in a
room of his building. We therefore are pleased to an-
nounce that arrangements were made for the establish-
ment of a branch oftice. The address will be:

WarcH Towrr BinLe & TracT SOCIETY,
Ramallah, Palestine

Brother Abed Mansour will be in charge, assisted
by Brother F. M. Akcl and Brother Salem Ganaem.

We have alrcady considerable literature printed in
the Arabic language and in the Yiddish, and more is
heing prepared and published in these Janguages and
in the Hebrew. Ramallah is situated about halfway
between Bethel, meaning the house of God, and Mizpah,
meaning watch tower. Ramallah means mountain of
God. We see a wide field for witnessing the truth among
the Christian Syrians, Arabs, and Igyptians, over a
space of territory from Damascus in the north to Egypt
in the south; and we ask the brethren to join with us
in petitioning the Lord’s blessing upon the cffort to
give to the people who dwell in this favored land, a wit-
ness to the incoming kingdom.

PUBLIC MEETING IN JERUSALEM

Halls for public meeting in Jerusalem are very
gcarce. We succceded in obtaining the best hall avail-
able, known as Feingold’s Hall, which is situated on
the Jaffa Road, outside the walls of the old city. A
public meeting was advertised for Sunday afternoon,
October 17, and held at three o’clock on that date. The
subject announced was: “Millions Now Living Will
Never Die”. The announcement was made in Hebrew,
Arabic and English through the local newspapers and
by means of special circulars. The hall was comfort-
ably filled and much interest was shown from the be-
ginning. Fully half of the audience could understand
English and all could understand Arabic, so the inter-
pretation was in Arabic. The interpreter claimed to be
a Christian, yet evidently not very fully advised as to
the teachings of the Lord and the prophets.

In giving the evidence concerning the end of the

BrooxLYN, N, Y.

world, particular stress was laid upon the return of the
Jews to Palestine and the restoration of that land. The
interpreter himself became offended and left the plat-
form, which caused some excitement and quite a num-
ber withdrew from the hall; but in a few moments
some of these and others returned and the lecture pro-
cceded. The interest was unusual and at the conclusion
of the meeting about seventy left their names, and
these with many others waited behind to ask questions.

1t is quite manifest that the Greck and the Roman
Catholic priests and other clergymen in Jerusalem
dominate the minds of the so-called Christians there,
and have prcjudiced these against the Jews; and it is
casy to be seen how this prejudice may be fanned into
greater anger, causing many who claim to be Chris-
tians to join hands with others in an assault upon the
Jews in the time of Jacob’s trouble. It will probably
require this trouble to open the eyes of many besides
the Jews concerning the Lord’s presence and his king-
dom. However, there are many others who are calm,
reasonable, and who give evidence of an earnest desire
to know about the truth. We have great hopes of much
good being done in Jerusalem and vicinity in the near
future.

Several prominent Jews were present at the mecting
and manifested a great deal of interest. Among these
was Dr. Levy, Manager of the Anglo-Palestine Com-
pany’s bank, who requested all the literaturc that we
would let him have. The next day we furnished him
a copy of the lecture and he asked permission immedi-
ately to furnish it to the press, which was granted,
of course.

Many other points of Biblical and historical interest
in and about Jerusalem were visited and photographed.
On Mount Scopus is laid the foundation for the new
Hebrew University, to which all the Jews who have
returned to Palestine point with great pride and look
forward to the time when it will be completed as the
scat of learning for the returned Jews. From this spot
we had a most beautiful view of the city of Jerusalem,
1t affords a splendid view of the Mount of Olives, the
valley of Jehoshaphat, the walled city, the city outside
the walls, and the surrounding mountains. And truly
as one stands on this spot and looks away, he recalls
the words of the Psalmist: “Beautiful for situation is
the city of God”. A panoramic view was made from
this spot, which we are sure will be of interest to all
Bible students.

CATECHISTIC EXAMINATION AT BAPTISM?

Question: Is it the thought of the Society that can-
didates for immersion should be subjected to elaborate
questionings on doctrinal points before they should be
immersed in water? It seems to have developed into a
custom in our class for the elders to question each can-
didate thoroughly. It has proven to be very discourag-
ing to some who are nervous. I do not find Brother
Russell to say anything of this kind.

Answer: We were not aware of the fact that any

such practice was being carried on by any readers of
TaE WarcH Tower. The responsibility for consecra-
tion, and consequently also for the symbol of consecra-
tion, lies with the candidate himself. We still think
the simple method outlined in the Sixth Volume of
SCRIPTURE STUDIES to be the preferable one and the one
most pleasing to the Lord in every way. Entrance into
the body of Christ is not made on the basis of logic or
rhilosophy, but is made on the basis of faith in Christ
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Jesus and whole-hearted devotion to him. We think by
far the better way, the Scriptural way, is for the one
who conducts the baptismal service, or the one who gives
the Scriptural talk on such an occasion, to ask merely
the simple questions: (1) Do you believe in Christ
Jesus as your Redeemer, and your personal Savior from
sin and death? (2) Have you presented your heart and
life to God, to follow the indications of his will under
the headship of Jesus his Son?

If more is attempted, it has not only the effect of
discouraging those who are inexperienced speakers, but
whose hearts may be thoroughly trustful toward and
devoted to the Lord, but also the further effect of setting
up an intellectual standard for membership in the body
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of Christ. Beyond the simple and basic confession of
faith there might be all kinds of judgment as to the
range advisable to be covered by doctrinal inquiries.
The Socicty, under Brother Russell’s direction, did put
out and does still put out what for convenience are
called the V, D. M. Questions. But these are not in-
tended to be used as a standard for admission into the
body of Christ. The Lord himself chooses his own
members in harmony with divine principles. If we are
faithful to the Lord and his message we are not likely to
be popular enough to attract any except those who
truly love his Word. We foresee no immediate danger
of any grand rush into our ranks on the part of worldly-
minded people.

REWARDS OF FAITHFULNESS

— — IFEBRUARY 27 — MATTHEW 25:14-30 ——

DISTINCTION TO BE MADE BETWEEN THE POUNDS AND THE TALENTS — TIHE MASTER'S LONG ABSENCE AND FINAL RECKONING —

DANGER OF NEGLECTING OPPORTUNITIES.

“Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful orer a few things, I will sct thee over many things.”
—Matthcw 25:23.

T WAS on the way from Jericho toward Jerusalem that
our Lord gave the parable of the ten pounds, delivered
one each to ten servants. (Luke 19:11, 12) The para-

ble of the talents which we are now considering is a differ-
ent one in several particulars, though bearing close resem-
blance to the other. It was part of our Lord's teaching to
his disciples during the few days preceding his crucifixion,
probably the Tuesday preceding it, on the evening journey
from Jerusalem to Bethany. 'T'his parable illustrates to us
the differing abilities of God’s people in respect to his
service, and how each is accountable according to his
ability, and how that the same results are neither required
nor expected from all, but simply faithfulness by each in
the use of that ability and opportunity which he possesses.

The Revised Version notes the fact that the words, “the

kingdom of heaven,” in the opening verse, are not found in
the ancient MSS,, but this does not interfere with the
thought that it is the kingdom of heaven in embryo (the
church) that is discussed and that is likened to these
servants who receive the talents; for this parable, it is to
remembered, followed immediately the parable of the ten
virging, which is declared to be an illustration of the king-
dom. The parable of the talents, therefore, merely con-
tinues the thought respecting the kingdom class, making
these fresh observations respecting it.

THE APOSTLES AND OTHER SERVANTS

The expression, “far country,” would give the thought of
a considerable time to elapse between the Master’s leaving
and his return to establish his Millennial kingdom. Mean-
time the apostles were to understand that they themselves
were his servants to whom he entrusted his property, and
that he would expect them to be faithful in guarding all of
his interests and affairs, and promoting the same according
to their several abilities. But since the parable covers the
long period of eighteen hundred years, and looks down to
certain servants living at the time of the Master’s return,
it is evident that it was intended to include, not only the
apostles, but, as our Lord’s prayer expressed the matter,
“them also which shall believe on me through their word”,
We are to notice distinctly that the parable does not concern
the world; nor do the decisions mentioned as taking place
at the second advent of our Lord in any sense of the word
represent decisions respecting the world, but merely deci-
sions respecting the church. We even understand that the
parable includes simply and only the specially consecrated

servants of the Lord, to whom he has committed certain
responsibilities, namely, those only who have been begotten
of the holy spirit.

We may safely say that there are comparatively few five-
talent servants among the Lord's people: the majority of
the saints may safely be considered as being of the one- and
two-talent classes. 'There are not many five-talent people
in the world anyway, and it would appear that the world,
the flesh, and the devil bid so high for the services of these
few thit the number of them to become the Lord’s servants,
and to make consecration of their five talents fully and
exclusively to his service, is comparatively small—not many
wise after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble.

The parable shows that five-talent people among the
Lord's servants are not to measure themselves with others
and to say, I have done enough; certainly more than A,
who has one talent, but as much as B, who has two talents.
Ruather, ecach dixciple is to seek to know truthfully just
what talents of natural ability and opportunity for service
the Master has committed to his care, and to seek to use
every one of these as fully, as thoroughly, and as con-
stantly as possible, so that the results may be much fruit,
much praise, much service, much honor to the Lord. And as
this parable should be a check upon those servants who have
five talents, to hinder them from taking a slothful view of
the matter, so it should also be an encouragement to those
having fewer talents of ability and opportunity, showing
them that the Lord will not expect so great things from
them as he would expect from those having greater oppor-
tunities and greater natural talents. It teaches such that
they should do with their might what their hands find te
do, and realize that this reasonable service is what the
Lord expects and what he purposed to reward in each. The
servant who had only one talent of ability and opportunity
should have felt equally his responsibility, and might
equally have had the Master's approval had he been faith-
ful, in which event, no doubt, his one talent would have
increased to two.

FAITHFULNESS EXPECTED OF ALL
Our Lord’s arrangement ef the parable, that the person
who received the one talent was the one who digged in the
earth and buried it, should not be understood to mean that
the one-talented people are more likely than others of the
Lord's servants to neglect and misuse them. As far as
observation teaches, we might conclude that proportionately
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as many of the two-talented and five-talented dig in the
earth and hide their talents, as of those who possess only
one; and of course their so doing would be proportionately
more blameworthy than that of the one-talented man. Why,
then, is the one-talented man chosen as an illustration of
these talent burials? e answer that it is to show the
responsibility of those who have least—that the Lord ex-
pects even the least of his consecrated people to know of
and to use the talents he has in his possession, and that he
will not hold guiltless even those who have the smallest
ability to serve him and his brethren and his truth and who
neglect to use it. As the responsibilities accompanying a
Iarger number of talents would be greater, so the losses in
their case would be greater, and thus the punishment more
severe.

“After u long time the Lord of those servuants cometh and
reckoneth with them.” To our understanding we are now
living in “the days of the Sen of man”, and he is now
reckoning with his servants in this, the day of his revela-
tion. The lesson to every one of the Lord’s consecrated
people is plain: we are to “seek first [primarily] the king-
dom of God”. That kingdom is to be our chief concern and
to receive from us all the time, attention, thought, energy,
influence, and means we have. The things ncccssary for the
maintenance of our present life are understood to be ex-
cepted ; but our love and zeal will be manifested by the pro-
portion of even these things which we are willing to sacri-
fice in the interest of heavenly things.

SIMILARITY OF REWARD

The rewurd given to the faithful servants was the same
in each case—the entering into the joys of the Lord; and
we muy reaxonably understand that this will mean that the
cup of joy to each will be full. In this, too, we have a
great encouragement for all, and one which perhaps is
specially needed by the majority of the Lord’s servants,
who possess only one or two talents of opportunity. They
have an equally good opportunity of entering into the joys
of the Lord as though they had five or ten talents; and the
reward, “Well done, good and faithful servant,” will be
truly meant for, and as fully appreciated by the one as the
other. The reward of these servants is in full harmony
with the foregoing application of the parable, and shows
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that during the Millennial age the faithful servants, the
“elect” of this gospel age, will be the rulers of the world,
joint-heirs with Christ Jesus their Lord in his kinzdom and
upon his throne of rulership ; for the Word speciiies: “Thou
hast been faithful over a few things, I will set thee over
muny things”.

The servant who hid his talent in the earth and who
failed to use it endeavored to justify his course by blaming
the Muaster with being too hard and exacting. And so it is
with many who, having taken upon themselves the vows of
cohsecrittion to the Lord, subsequently fail to perform them.
They are dispoxed to blame the Lord and his methods, or
some  of his servants, rather than themselves, and this
course indicates that their real lack is—love, They do not
love the Lord fuliy, truly, sufliciently, and their course
reveals this faet,  Had they loved him they would have
delighted to do to their ability his will; and only such are
blest with rewards.

The servant who fails to use {he present privileges of
consecration and service and sacrifice will find the oppor-
tunity taken from him. IIe will have it no more; neither
will he have any share in the reward given to the over-
comers, Ile will suffer this great loss. Ile is represented
as going into “outer darkness”, implying that he had al-
ready been in the light of divine favor, blessing, privilege,
knowledze of divine things;—that he would lose this en-
lichtenment, and that his understanding would become
darkened as respects spiritual things. It is “outer dark-
ness” because it is dar «. ss common to and resting upon the
whole world of manking only the consecrated, accepted of
the Lord, being permitted to come fully into the clear light
of the knowledge of the Lord and of his plan now shining.
Any others than these upon whom this light may tempor-
arily fall, have it only in a secondary sense, at very most,
and see not the glorious things themselves, but merely, so
to speak, their retlections. The unfaithful servant is to be
cast completely out of all favor; even the reflected light
will he obscured from his vision and he will find himself,
now or shortly, in the darkness of the world us respects the
divine purposes, the divine work of the present, ete. And
there he will share with the world in its great time of
trouble with which this age is closing, a time of trouble
which is fittingly pictured in the parable by the weeping
and gnashing of teeth.

JESUS AMONG HIS FRIENDS

— — MARCH 6 — MATTHEW 26:1-13 — —
THE TIME OF THE LAST FEAST — THE ALABASTER BOX — ITS MONEY VALUE AND ITS SYMPATHY VALUE — THE USE OF MONEY

TALENTS.

“She hath done what she could.”—3Mark 1}:8.

HE FEAST at Bethany referred to in this study may

have been on the night before the Lord’s betrayal, two

days before the feast of the Passover. But the con-
sensus of opinion seems to be that it occurred on the Sab-
bath evening preceding the triumphal ride to Jerusalem.
It matters not, however., There was such a feast. It was
at the house of Simon the leper, presumably the home of
Lazarus and Martha and Mary, one supposition being that
Simon was the father of the family, and another that he
was the husband of Martha, who at this time was a widow.
One of the evangelists tells us that Lazarus was one of
those who sat at the feast, that Martha was one of those
who served, and the lesson before us tells especially the
work of Mary, who, while the Lord was reclining, ap-
proached and broke the seal of an alabaster box of precious
perfume—not ointment in the present use of the word. One
of the accounts says that it was very precious, another
that it was worth three hundred pence, which in our money
would be about $50.00, in actual value; but when we re-

member that a penny a day was the wage then, the com-
parative value rises to near $1,500.

Such anointings were very rare, usually for kings or
princes or nobles; and the disciples, under the lead of
Judas, who seems to have been the spokesman (see John's
account), were all filled with indignation at the waste,
John tells us that Judas was a thief, who carried the bag,
the treasurer of the company, and that his solicitous
remarks respecting the use of the money for the poor were
hypoceritical. In any event, we may sympathize with the
other apostles for falling into line with his arguments; for
they were all poor men, unused to such luxury and extra-
vagance, and in this respect probably represented the
majority of the Lord’s people today, who likewlse would
consider a perfume bill of $50.00 a very extravagant waste
of money. We are the more interested to know how Jesus
himself regarded the matter. We realize that our concep-
tions of matters of this kind are more or less biased by our
own selfishness or poverty and necessity for economy.
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GRACIOUS RECEIVING

Our Lord discerned at once the criticising, faultfinding
spirit among his disciples and promptly took the part of
Mary, saying, “Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath
wrought a good work upon me.” “Christ sets us an
example of how to receive as well as how to give. He
might have resented an honor so sudden and public; he
might have felt in it a certain embarrassing indelicacy,
and have shrunk from its seeming ostentation, and from
the position in which it placed him in regard to the spec-
tators. He does nothing of the kind. He receives the gift
with perfect simplicity, grace, and courtesy, and raises
the whole episode into a light unutterably solemn and affect-
ing.”

Woman'’s intuition had guided Mary in the doing of the
proper thing at the proper time. She realized that she
owed the Master a debt that she never could pay, and that
this costly offering of the perfume would be but a small
tribute, a small expression of her gratitude. She had
found in the Lord an object worthy of her heart devotion;
she was not a woman’s rights advocate; she found no fault
with the Lord that he had not chosen her and Martha to be
members of the company of apostles and to go abroad
preaching his name and fame. Doubtless she would have
gladly undertaken this work had she been so directed, but
her womanly instincts did not lead her in this direction nor
cause her to take offense at the Lord’s showing a difference
between the male and female as respects the promulgation
of his message.

PLEASING THE LORD

Although Mary was barred from the honorable service of
a public ministry of the truth, our Lord declared, “She hath
done what she could”. She did what pleased the Lord; she
illustrated the noblest and truest qualities of the feminine
heart—Ilove, devolion, fidelity. She spoke by actions rather
than by words, and the perfume of her act of love and
kindness and adoration of her Lord has come down through
the ages, filling the entire church of Christ with the sweet
odor of the perfume she poured upon his head and subse-
quently upon his feet. This is in accord with what our
Lord prophetically declared respecting the act: “Verily I
say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in
the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman
hath done, be told for a memorial of her”.

How sweet a memorial of Mary! How we all love and
reverance her true womanhood, and appreciate the fact that
her intuitions in respect to this anointing of the Lord
were superior to the reasonings of the twelve apostles on
the subject—they were too cold and calculating, too busi-
ness-like. She made up for this deficiency in the warmth
of her loving devotion. Undoubtedly woman has filled
profitably just such a niche in the church during all the
centuries from then until now. Without her part un-
doubtedly the religion of Jesus would have been much more
cold and business-like and formal than it is; but the
broad, deep sympathy of true womanhood has helped to
interpret the heart of Christ, the love of Christ, and has
proven a blessing to all of the followers of the Lamb.

It is a miscalculation to suppose that the moments spent
in communion with the Lord, in the study of his plan, and
the dollars and hours spent in his service, in the promul-
gation of his truth, are wasted, and that thus the poor
have less. On the contrary, in proportion as any one has
true, loving devotion to the Lord, he will have devotion to
his service and to the poor. No one can love the Lord in
sincerity without being the more sympathetic and the more
generous proportionately to the poor and to all within
reach of his benevolence. As the Scriptures admonish us:
“There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is
that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to
poverty’—to want—to poverty of soul as well as poverty
of purse, (Proverbs 11:24) The Lord’s followers are to
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be prudent, economical, but not parsimonious, not miserly,
not stingy, not hoarders of wealth. They are to cast their
bread upon the waters; they are to do good and trust to
the Lord for the results; they are to use freely the riches
of the Lord as entrusted to them, both temporally and
spiritually, and are to receive their blessing from the exer-
cise or Increment of these.

SPIRITUAL DIVIDENDS

This very act on the part of the devoted Mary and our
Lord's commendation of it have doubtless been helpful to
the Lord’s people along these very lines throughout this
gospel age. Similarly we were once inclined to consider
the one-day conventions and the general conventions of the
TLord’s people to be entirely too expensive, to represent a
waste of money which might have been used otherwise;
hut our experience is that there is a blessing in the using
of the money talent—that whoever fails to do some invest-
ing, some sacrificing in the interest of the truth, will surely
fail to get the large returns of spiritual blessing. Whoever
on the contrary seeks to use his means in serving the truth
to others and in nourishing his own heart receives pro-
portionately the greater blessing. We are even inclined
to think that the Lord makes up to them in temporal
matters also; but should this not be the case, should they
be the poorer in temporal matters as a result of their
spiritual feasting, we know that spiritual nourishment,
fatness of soul, prosperity as new creatures in Christ, is
by far the most important matter with which we have to
do. It is the very object of our present membership in the
school of Christ, association with the fellow-members, that
we may grow in this very grace as well as in knowledge
and love in the Master’s likeness.

Our Lord declared that Mary’s action was a preparation
for his burial. We remember that several of the honorable
women of the Lord's company came to the tomb early on
the first day of the week with spices and ointment, perfume,
for his anointing, after the custom of the time, and
beeause they failed to remember and recognize his prophecy
of his resurrection from the dead on the third day. Their
motive in thus going was undoubtedly a proper one, and yet
Mary's conduct in anointing our Lord before his burial was
very much more to the point, very much more appreciated
by him. And so it is with us, with our dear friends, the
brethren and others. It behooves us to anoint them with
kindly words, loving sympathy, tender expressions, while
they are still in the valley of conflict, before they have
reached the end of the journey. We know not how much
even the strongest of the Lord's followers may need a word
of sympathy and encouragement at times, and we do our
own hearts good when we tender such sympathy.

APPROPRIATENESS OF SYMPATHY

We do not mean that fulsome tflattery should be poured
upon one another; but there is a wide difference between
flattery and encouraging, sympathetic words; and who is
there of a sympathetic heart, possessing a heart filled with
the love divine, that is not himself an alabaster box of
perfume, which should be opened and poured upon the
spiritual brotherhood and all of eur earthly friends and
relatives as we might come in contact with them, and in
proportion as the blessing of the Lord would be appropri-
ately theirs! Let us not forget this; let us use these op-
portunities which are ours day by day of scattering flowers
in life's pathway for others, and perhaps as we do this
the Lord will permit some one to scatter some flowers also
for us. On the principle that he who watereth others shall
himself be watered, he who helps others should never go
hungry, he who comforts others should never lack comfort.
Doubtless the Lord will see to it that in proportion as we
have and exercise the proper spirit of benevolence and
generosity toward others, we will have our share of rich
blessings in return when most needed.



THE LORD’S SUPPER

— — MARBCH 13 — MATTHEW 26:14-30 — —

THE PASSOVER SUPPER AND THE PASBOVE
JESUS’ EXAMPLE.

FEAST — ALL LEAVEN PUT AWAY — OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE OVERLOOKED —

“As often as ye eat this dread, and drink this cup, ye proclaim the Lord’s death till he come.”—I1 Corinthians 11:26.

ETHANY, near to Jerusalem, was the place chosen for
lodgings by Jesus and his apostles that they might be
near to and thus able to eat the Passover Supper in the

holy city and that our Lord might be there to suffer at the
hands of his enemies, as he foretold his disciples—that thus
he might accomplish an atonement for the sins of the
people. His arrival was a week before his crucifixion. The
following day, Sunday, the day following the Jewish Sab-
bath, at the supper Mary anointed him. On the next day,
Monday, he rode on the ass into Jerusalem, was not
received, wept over the city, and said, “Your house is left
unto you desolate”., On the following day, Tuesday, he
visited the temple, driving out the money changers with
the scourge of cords. The next day, Wednesday, he gave
his last public teaching in the temple, declaring himself to
be the light of the world. Every night he seems to have
returned to Bethany to the house of Lazarus and Martha
and Mary, which was also the home of himself and the
apostles whenever they were in that vicinity. On Thurs-
day the Lord sent two of his disciples to make ready the
Passover, which was eaten by himself and the twelve that
night—*“the same night in which he was betrayed”.

IMPORTANCE OF THE PASSOVER

The feast of the Passover lasted a week, and was one of
the most important celebrated under the Jewish arrange-
ment. During that week, leaven, as a type of sin, was
carefully put away from all the food and destroyed in
every house, in intimation of the holiness and purity, the
anleavenness, of the Lord’s people—spiritual Israel—typi-
cally represented by natural Israel. The whole week was a
festival of rejoicing because of God's deliverance of Israel
from the bondage of Egypt. The feast-week began on the
15th day of the first month, Jewish reckoning, but it was
preceded on the 14th by the killing of the lamb, and the
sprinkling of its hlood upon the doorposts of the houses, as
a memorial of what took place in Egypt on the night in
which the Lord spared the first-born of Israel under the
blood and slew the first-born of the Egyptians, and thus
made the latter willing to let his people go free. It was for
the eating of this memorial lamb on the night previous to
the beginning of the Passover feast-week that our Lord
sent his diseiples to make ready.

Luke tells us that it was Pefter and John who were sent
on this mission, and Mark tells us that they were to know
the man at whose house the feast would be held by his
carrying a pitcher of water. It has been surmised by some
that the house was that of Mark's mother, Mary, and that
the upper room thus used was the same one in which the
apostles subsequently met and where the Pentecostal bless-
ing was poured out upon them. We do know that it was
at the house of this Mary that many gathered to pray
for the release of Peter from prison. It was a “large
upper room” and was already prepared with a suitable
dining couch of proper dimensions. It has been surmised
that Jesus took this indirect way of indicating the place
that Judas might not be informed until the time for the
gathering, so that there might be no interruption of the
feast and our Lord’s subsequent discourse, recorded in
John 14-17, on the part of those who were seeking his
apprehension. Peter and John made ready the Passover in
the sense of furnishing and preparing the lamb, the un-
leavened bread, bitter herbs, and the fruit of the vine,
and in the evening, at the appropriate time, the entire com-
pany gathered for the celebration.

STRIFE ABOUT PREEMINENCE
Luke only records (22:24-30) that there was strife
among the apostles on this occasion, though John (13) also
implies this. We are not to suppose that the apostles were
actuated wholly by ambition and selfishness. We may well
suppose that the strife was for the position of nearness to
the Master because of their love for him. The Lord im-
proved the opportunity to give them a most wonderful
discourse, which doubtless lasted them through the re-
niainder of their lives. They had arrived late in the after-
noon, over dusty roads, and, not being of the wealthy class,
no servants were there to receive them and to wash their
feet; and instead of thinking to do this one for another, to
their mutual comfort, they had been striving with one
another for favored positions at the table, John evidently
gaining the most desired position next to the Master—pos-
sibly accorded him because he was not only a kind of
relative, and one whom Jesus specially loved, but also

bhecause he was the youngest of their number,

The customs of olden times differ from those of the
present in many respects. In eating they reclined on a
couch surrounding a table. They leaned on their left
elbow and used the right hand for conveying food to the
mouth; thus their heads were brought comparatively close
together, while their feet extended out behind over the
couch. Apparently permitting the dispute to run its course
and the supper to begin, Jesus arose and, going behind
them, began to wash the feet of one after another of them.
Such a service rendered to them by the Master was of
course a severe reproof. They should have thought of
washing his feet and each other’s and now probably wished
that they had done =0, but at the time each was apparently
intent upon establishing the fact that he was in no degree
inferior to the others. They had forgotten so soon the
lesson of a short time before—that he who would be
greatest among them should be servant of all. Our Lord
here had the opportunity of illustrating this very matter:
he was willing to serve them all, was continually serving
them all in the spiritual things, and hence they regarded
him truly and properly as their Master; but now he
showed them his humility to the extefit that he was willing
to serve them in the most menial capacity also. Valuable
lesson!  May it never lose its import among the Lord’s true
followers, Some, however, have erred in supposing that
this became an institution or ordinance similar to the
TLord’s Supper and baptism ; to our understanding the lesson
to be conveved by this symbol, and its application to each
of us at any time and at any place, would be that we should
seek to render some useful service to the brethren regard-
less of how menial it might be, and that so doing to them it
would be reckoned of the Lord as though done unto him.

A FELLOW TO BETRAY

It was while they were at supper that Jesus, appearing
very sorrowful, gave as an explanation that it would be
one of his own chosen twelve that would betray him and
thus become accessory to his death—one of those who
dipped with him in the dish, partaking of the same supper,
the same bread, the same roasted lamb. Then he pointed
out that although this was all written, and thus no alter-
ation would be found in respect of the divine plan, never-
theless it signified a very gross breach of friendship—one
sad to contemplate, It really made no difference to the
Lord, so far as his intention and consecration were con-
cerned, whether he were apprehended by the rulers without
any betrayal or whether the betrayal were by a comparative
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gtranger or by a disciple: the fact would make no change
in the divine arrangement; but it was a cause for great
sorrow that it should be one who had been a bosom friend
and disciple.

“It had been good for that man if he had not been born,”
implies to us that, from the Lord’s standpoint, Judas had
already experienced so large a measure of knowledge and
opportunity for better things that his responsibility for his
act was complete, and that there would be no hope for him
at any time in the future. We will certainly have no ob-
jection to it if the Lord should find some excuse for grant-
ing Judas a further opportunity for correcting his character,
but we see no Seriptural reason for thinking there will be
such further opportunity. Irom our standpoint it appears
as though he sinned against great light, experience, and
knowledge—contuact with the Lord and under the power of
the holy spirit—one of those commissioned to heal diseases
and cast out devils in the name of the Lord, and as his
representative, and using his power. His end was a sad
one: every suicide by his act confesses his wish that he
had never been born.

“IS IT I?”

Another account tells us that each of the disciples in-
gquired of the Lord, “Is it I?" and last of all Judas. The
others felt sure that they had nothing to do with it and
wished the Lord to confirm their innoceney, and the eleven
having asked and no response from the Lord indicating
their culpability, the implication would be that Judas was
the one; yet such was his spirit of bravado that he also
asked the Master, “Ix it 1% Jesus answered him, “Thou
hast said,” or, “It is you”. How noble wuas the Lord's
reproof ; he could have scarcely said less—not a threat, not
an imprecation, not a manifestation of bitterness, but
merely an expression of sorrow and pity. What a lesson
for ux! Our enemiex are to he pitied, not hated; to be
blessed as far as we are able, but never to be cursed. It is
well for all of Jesus's disciples to watch and pray against
any Judas-like disposition to sell the Lord or his truth or
his brethren for money or other selfish considerations.
Knowing that there will be others of the Judas class, let us
guard our hearts and ask, “Lord, is it T?”

While they were eating the Passover Supper, prescribed
by the Jewish law, or rather, while they were «till at the
table after they had finished the supper proper, Jesus took
some of the remaining bread—which in shape at least more
particularly resembled what we today would eall erackers
—he Dblessed it, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Take, eat: this i my body". Another evangelist adds,
“broken for you”. The bread, as our Lord explained,
represented the bread from heaven—his tleshh which he
sacrificed for the sins of the world. Ile invites all of his
followers to eat of it, and we partake of his flesh when we
appropriate to ourselves the blessings, the merey, the
grace secured by the breaking of his body. We thus ap-
propriate to ourselves the benefits of the sacrifice which
secures to us the forgiveness of xins and reconciliation with
the Father.

He took the cup and gave thanks and gave it to the
apostles, saying, “Drink ye all of it: for this is my blood of
the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remis-
sion of sins”. 'This represents my blood, it will continue to
represent my blood with you and with all my dear followers
at all times, and will be to you on such occasions a reminder
of my death and of the covenant which was guaranteed
between God and sinners by myself as the great Mediator
between God and man.

THE BREAD AND THE CUP
The Apostle Paul shows that this bread and cup had a
still further and broader signification. He it was who had
80 clear an understanding of the “mystery”—Christ in you
—that we are members of the mystical body of Christ,
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participators now in his sufferings, and, if faithful, to be
members of his glorious body and participators also in his
clory. From this standpoint, as the Apostle explains, the
broken loaf represents not only the breaking of the Lord
Jesus personally, but the breaking of all his mystical
members throughout this gospel age; and the drinking of
the cup was not only his own participation in death that he
might thus guarantee the new covenant on behalf of man-
kind, but that his invitation to us to join with him in par-
taking of the cup, “Drink ye all of it,” implied that we
could have participation with him in the sufferings and
death in the present time—participation with him in the
innuguration of the new covenant conditions during the
Millennial reign.  How grand is the thought, how deep,
Lhow broad! What a wonderful privilege that we should
be permitted to filt up that which is behind of the afflictions
of Christ and to look forward to a participation in his
slories in the future. From this standpoint we see fresh
force in his word to the apostles, “Are ye able to drink of
the cup that I shall drink of, and be baptized with the
baptism that I am baptized with?” As not every one is
worthy te be invited to such participation, so also not
every one who is invited will so appreciate the privilege
as to participate in this matter joyfully and gratefully.
Tet us euch resolve and say to the Lord, as did James and
John, “Lord, we are able”—we are willing. By thine aid
we will come off conquerors and more than conquerors.

Our Lord declared that he would no more participate in
the fruit of the vine until he would drink it new in the
kingdom. The thought is not that he would drink new or
unfermented wine in the Kkingdom with them, but that
until in the Kkingdom the new or antitypical thing repre-
sented in the wine would not be fulfilled. When the king-
dom shall come all the sufferings and trials of the present
time will be past, the treading of the winepress, the wine
making, will all be over, and instead the wine shall be that
of joy and exhilaration, representing the joys and the bless-
ings beyond imugination or expression that will be the
portion of all those who truly have fellowship with our
Redeemer in the sufferings of this present time and also
in the glories that shall follow,

OUR LORD’S LAST DISCOURSE

Following this was the discourse which has blessed so
many of the Lord's people down through intervening cen-
(uries, recorded by John in chapters 14,15, 16, and 17. Then
they suang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives—
to the Garden of Geihsemane and to fresh trials upon all
of the disciples,

It is suid that the Jews sung at the Passover “the one
hundred and thirteenth and five following I’'salms, chanting
the tirst two of them at the commencement, and the latter
four at the close of the feast, These Psalms, called col-
lectively The Halicl, were selected because they were held
to celebrate the exodus from Egypt, the dividing of the Red
Sea, the giving of the Law, the resurrection of the dead,
und the lot of the Messias,”  Some such psalm or hymn
was probably the one sung by Jesus and his disciples.

It has seemed to us that with every recurrence of the
Memorial season, and every fresh symbolization of our
pledges to the Lord, come fresh trials, fresh testings, fresh
siftings upon the Lord's people. Who shall be able to stand?
Let us hold fast the confidence of our rejoicing firm unte
the end, hold fast the faithful Word, hold fast the ex-
ceeding great and precious promises, hold fast to our
Passover Lamb, our Deliverer!

MEMORIAL DATE 1921

The Jewish calendars this year show the Passover week
to begin the evening of April 22—the full moon coming at
2:49 a. m. that date. This brings the Memorial on Thursday
evening, April 21, after sundown,
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