
Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity; the sea and the waves (the restless, discontented) roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear and for looking t o  
the things coming upon the earth (society); for the powers of the heavens (ecc^ssiasticsm) shall be shaken. . . Wti«.n v «  tho^Thingp Kgg ir> fr. ^
Jtaow that the Kingdom of God i& at hand. Look up, lift up your heads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth nign.— Matt. 24:33 ; Mark 13:29 ; Luke 21 :25-31



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

TH IS  jou rna l  is one o f  the  p r im e  fac tors  o r  instruments  in the  system o f  B ib le  instruct ion ,  o r  “ S em ina ry  E x te n s ion ” , now  be inp  
presented  in a ll  parts  o f  the  c iv i l i z ed  w o r ld  by the W a t c h  T o w e r  B i u l e  & T r a c t  So c i e t y , chartered  A .  D. 1N84, “ F o r  the  P r o ­

m ot ion  o f  Chr is t ian  K n o w le d g e ” . I t  not  on ly  serves  as a class room  w here  B ib le  students  m a y  meet  in the  study  o f  the  d iv in e  W o rd  but 
ttNo as a channel o f  comm unicat ion  through  wh ich  they  m a y  be reached w i th  announcements  o f  the  S oc ie ty ’s convent ions  and o f  the  
coming o f  its t i a v e l in g  representa t ives ,  s ty led  “ P i l g r im s ’ , and re freshed  w i th  repor ts  o f  i ts c om en t ions .

Our “ Berean  Lessons”  a re  top ica l  rehearsa ls  o r  rev iews  o f  our S oc ie ty ’ s published S t u d ie s  most  en te r ta in in g ly  arranged,  and ve ry  
oe lp tu l  to a il  who wou ld  m er i t  tin* on ly  h onora ry  degree  wh ich  the S oc ie ty  accords, viz.,  1 eib i Bex M in is ter  (V .  1>. M . ) ,  wh ich  t rans la ted  
*nto English  is M unster  o f  (tod's Won/. Our trea tment  o f  the  In t e rn a t ion a l  Sunday School Lessons is spec ia l ly  f o r  the o ld e r  B ib le  
s tudent ' ' and teachers.  B y  stum; this f ea tu re  is considered indispensable.

Th is  journa l  stands fi rm ly f o r  the  defense o f  the only  t rue  founda t ion  o f  the  Chris t ian 's  hope n ow  being so ge nera l ly  repudia ted  
— redemption  through the prec ious blood o f  “ the man  Christ Jesus, w h o  g a v e  h imsel!  a  uni stun [ a  correspond ing price, a  subst i tu te ]  f o r  
a l l ” . (1 P e te r  1 : 1 0 ;  1 T im o th y  2 : 0 )  Bu i ld ing  up on this sure  foundat ion  the go hi, sil\ or and prec ious stones ( 1 <'orint hums 3 : 1 1 -
15; 12 P e te r  1 : 5 - l 1 )  o f  the W ord  o f  Cod, its l u rt her mission  is 1o “ nmhe al l see w h a t  is tin* le l low sh ip  o f  the m v s t e i y  w h ic h .  . .has
oeen hid in Coil, . . .  to the intenl that now m igh t  be made Known hv the r lm n  h t lie man i fo ld  w isdom ol C o d " — “ which m  o th e r  ages 
was not made Known unto  the  sons o i  men as it is now  re v e a le d ” ,— Ephesian-* 3 :5 - 0 ,  UK

It  stands j i e e  f r om  all  part ies ,  sects and creed* ot men, w h i le  it seeks more  ami more  to br ing i t s  e\ery  u tterance in to  fu l lest  
«uh|eit ion to tin1 w i l l  o f  Cod  in  Christ,  as expressed m  the holy S i r i p l i r e s  l i  is thus t ree  to <lei Iare bo ld ly  w hatsoever  the Lord  
oa th  spoken- :h co rd ing  to  the d iv in e  w isdom granted  unto us to uudeist .nm h i-  til i er.i tiees. Its  a t t i tude  is not d o gm a ta ,  lmt eont ident ;  
(oi wo Enow wl iereol  w e  afhrm, t read ing  w i th  implic it  fa i th  upon the sure promisor o f  Cod. It is hold as a trust , to he used on lv  in Ins 
- e r v u o ;  hrnee our dec is ions re la t ive  to what may and w h a t  m ay  not appear  m  its intimitis musr he a ccord ing  to our pidginent o f  his
cood ple. isute, the teach ing o f  Ills W ord ,  fo r  the upbuild ing ol his people in grace and knowledge. And w e  mu onlv inv ite  hut utge  our
fead e is  to p ;o\e  a l l  its u t terances by  the jn ta l l ib le  W o l d  to  w l i h h  lv l c r en n *  ts cons ian t iv  made  to Jac i l i la te  su< h test ing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
Chat the ehureh is “ the temple  o f  the l i v in g  C o d ” , pecu l ia r ly  “ his w orkmansh ip  , 1lt.it i t *  < oust met  ion has been in progre-s  throughout 

tin* gospel age— eve r  since Christ he<-ame the wor ld 's  Redeemer and tin* (.'Iimi Corner  Stem* ot his temple. E nou gh  w l iu l i ,  when 
liin*lied. Cod's * h le*sing shall  come “ to a l l  p eop le ” , and they  hnd :ur<ss (o  linn.—  i  Cor in th ians 3 :  Id. I T ;  Ephesians 12:220:212; 
Cenesls  12S ; J 4 ; G a la t ia n *  3 .2 0 .

That meantime the chisel ing,  shaping, and po l ish ing  o f  consecrated be l ie vers  in Chris t 's  a tonement to r  sin. p rog resses ;  ami when the 
last <>i these “ l iv .ng  s tones” , “ cle< t and precious,”  shall have  been made ieadv ,  the great M aster  W o ik m a n  wil l b u n g  all Together 
m the first r e su rre c t ion :  ami the temple shall  be filled w i th  his g lo ry ,  and he the m eet ing  place* between  Cod and. men thnuig liout  
(lie M il lennium. —  Lev e la t ion  1 5 : 5-s.

That tin1 basis o f  hope, f o r  the  church and the  wor ld ,  lies In the f a c t  th a t  “ Jesus Christ,  by the grace  o f  Cod, fa s fed  death  f o r  every 
man.”  “ a  ransom fo r  a l l , ”  and w i l l  he “ the true l i gh t  wh ich  l igh le th  e ie ry  man that conn th into the iroihT ',  “ in  due t im e ” .—  
H e b r e w *  12:1); John 1 : 0 ;  1 T im o th y  12 : 5, 0.

T h a t  the hope o f  tin* church is that  she m ay  be l ike  her  L o rd ,  “ see him as lie is .”  be “ par takers  o f  the d iv in e  na tu re ’,* find share  his 
g i o i v  as his jom t-he ir .— 1 John 3:12; John 17.124; Romans 8 . 1 7 ;  22 P e t e r  1 : 1.

Chat the present mission o f  the church is the p e r fe c t in g  o f  the  saints  f o r  the fu tu re  w ork  o f  s e r v ic e ;  to  deve lop  in herse l f  e ve ry  
grace  ; to be C o d ’s w itness to  the  w o r ld  ; and to  p repare  to he k ings and pr iests  in  the nex t  age.— Ephesians 4 : 1 2 ;  .Matthew 24 : 
1 I Uevelat ion 1 : 0 ;  20 : 0.

T h a t  the hope lo r  the  w o r ld  lies in tlw} b lessings o f  know led ge  and o p p o r tu n i ty  to  he brought to alt by C h r is t ’ ' M i l lenn ia l  k ingdom, th© 
l est it lit ion o f  a ll  th a t  w as  lo s t  in A dam , to a l l  the  w i l l in g  and obedient,  a t  tlie hands ot the ir  Redeemer and liis g lon t ied  church, 
when a l l  the w i l fu l l y  w icked  w i l l  he destroyed.— A c ts  3 : 1 0 - 2 3 ;  I s a iah  35.
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Editorial  Committee: Th is  jou rna l  is published under the  supervis ion 
o f  an ed ito r ia l  committee , at least three o f  whom have  read and 
approv ed as t ruth each and e\ e r v  art ic le  appear ing  in these columns. 
T h e  names o f  the ed ito r ia l  com m ittee  a r e :  J. E. Bt Tnunroun, 
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Berean studies.
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POCKET ( “KERATOL”) G OUT OF STOCK 
In  response to inquiries concerning the pocket edition, cloth 

hound “ Finished Mystery” books (sometimes called “Keratol” ) we 
advise that they are out of stock and are expected to be out of 
stock for some time to come. However, there are plenty of the 
regular edition, cloth bound copies to be had, and these are much 
superior for reading purposes— the printing from the other side not 
showing through as is unavoidably the case with thinner paper.

I.B-S-A. BEREAN BIBLE STUDIES
B yM eansof -TABEPNAOLE S H A D O W S  SACRIFICES'*

Chapter IV : “ T he G reat D ay o f  A tonem ent’ ’
W e e k  o f  Mar.  6 . . Q .  43-47 W e e k  o f  Mar.  20 . . Q .  53-57 

I W e e k  o f  Mar.  13 . . Q .  48-52 W e e k  o f  Mar.  27 . . Q. 58-62 
j New Tabernacle Shadows, with questions and notes, 25c each

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES 
Th ese  St u d i e s  a re  recommended to  students as v e r i tab le  B ib le  

keys, discussing topical ly eve ry  v i ta l  doctr ine  o f  the Bib le.  M o re  
than  cloven m il l ion  copies  a re  in c irculat ion, in nineteen  languages. 
T w o  sizes a re  issued ( in  English  nnl> ) : the regu la r  maroon  cloth, 
go ld  stamped ed it ion  on dull lmisli paper (s ize  5 " x 7 2 " L  and the 
maroon  c loth  pocket ed i l ion  on thin paper  (s ize  4 "x0 ; ; ' ' )  ; both 
size-' a re  p r in led  f rom  the same plates,  the d i f ference be ing m the 
marg ins : both sizes are  prov ided  w ith an append ix  o f  ea tec lnst ic  
questions lo r  conven ient  class um_‘. Both  edit ions un i form  m  price.

Srr . ius 1, “ The Jlii ine Plan o f  the \ges,“  g i v in g  ou t l in e  o f  the 
d iv in e  plan revea led in the Bible, re lul im , to m an ’s redemption  and 
re s t i tu t io n :  350 pages, plus indexes and appendixes, 75c. M agaz ine  
id i t i o n  20c. A lso  procurab le  m Arabic ,  Arm enian , I >ano-Norw egian, 
i ’h im-h , French, Herman. Greek, Ilo ]|andi*h , H ungar ian ,  I ta l ia n ,  
Po lB h ,  Roumanian , S lovak, Spani*b, Swedish, and U k ra in ia n ;  
re gu la r  d o t h  style , p r ice  unito rm w i th  English .

Series IT, {,The Time is at Hand,"  t rea ls  o f  the m anner and 
t im e ot the F o l d ’s second coinin-, cons ider ing  tin* Bibb* test imony 
on this subject : 333 pages, 75c Obta inab le  in Dane-.Norwegian, 
F inn ish ,  German, Po l ish ,  and Swedish.

S e r ie s  H I ,  “ Thy Kingdom Come,"  considers prophecies wh ich  
mark  events connected w i th  “ tin* t ime o f  the end” , the g lo i  lf icat ion 
o f  the church and the es tablishment o f  the M i l lenn ia l  k in gd o m ;  i t  
a lso conta ins a chapter  on the Great  P y ram id  o f  E g jp t ,  show ing  i ts  
corroborat ion  o f  certain  B ib le  t ea ch ings :  3 so  pages, 75c. Furnished 
also in Dano-Norvvegian, F inn ish,  German, Po l ish ,  and Swedish.

S e r ie s  TV, (,The Battle  o f  A r m a g e d d o n shows that  the disso­
lu t ion  o f  the present o rder  ol th ings is m  p io g ie s s  and that al l o f  
the human panaceas ottered are  va lueless to a v e r t  the  end p ied ie ted  
in the Bib le. I t  conta ins a special and ex tended trea t ise  on our 
L o r d ’s g rea t  prophecy o f  M a t th ew  24 and also that  o f  Zochariah  
1 4 : 1  - 0 : 050 pages, s5c. A lso  in Dano-Norvvegian, Finnish, Greek, 
German, and Swedish.

S e r i e s  V ,  aThe Atonement Between God and Man,”  t rea ts  an a l l  
im p or tan t  subjec t, the  cen ter  around which  a l l  fea tures  ot d iv in e  
g race  revo lve .  T h is  top ic deserves the most care fu l  cons idera t ion  
on  the p a r t  o f  a l l  t rue  C h r is t ian s :  01S pages, S5c. P rocu rab le  
l ik ew ise  in D ano-Norw eg iau ,  F innish, German, Greek, and Swedish.

S e r ie s  V I ,  uTHe New C r e a t i o n deals w i th  the  c r ea t iv e  week  
(Genesis  1, 2 ) ,  and w i th  the church, G od ’s new  creation. It
examines the personnel , o rgan iza t ion ,  rites , ceremonies, obligat ions, 
and hopes a pper ta in in g  to those called  and accepted as members 
o f  the  body o f  Chris t  : 730 pages, x5c Supplied a lso  in I )ano-
N o rw eg ia n ,  F inn ish ,  German, and Swedish.

S e r i e s  V I I ,  <{The Finished Mystery, '’ cons ists o f  a  verse-by-verse 
exp lana t ion  o f  the B ib le  books o f  R eve la t ion ,  Song o f  Solomon, 
and E z e k i e l :  008 pages, i l lustrated .  $1.00 in cloth, 20c i n  
m agaz in e  ed i t ion— la t te r  trea ts  R ev e la t ion  and Ezek ie l  only .
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

FA U L T F IN D IN G  and complaining arc certainly to 
bo deprecated as habits There ha\e always been 
things uhich could justly be complained of and 

with which fault could be found. From the tune of 
Cain down to Cicero, who exclaimed in the Homan 
Senate, (J mores, O tnn/iores (0  turn's, O customs), 
down through the gospel age there have been plenty of 
complainers. But, on the other hand, there is no 
object in hiding one's head in the sand and in disre­
garding the actual conditions which exist in the world. 
Yet, even while recognizing them, there would be small 
excuse for dwelling upon such conditions at all were 
they not in the nature of sign-posts enabling us to iden­
tify  the place where the human family is on its journey. 
Did we not believe that the unspeakably better things 
of Messiah's kingdom were just ahead we would better 
remain silent.

Many are the voices which speak of regrettable con­
ditions in the earth, though but few writers identify the 
present conditions with the near establishment of the 
golden age. We are glad to find some of this stamp. 
Below we make several quotations from The Signs of 
the Times, which bears on its editorial page the word­
in g : “ A  champion of the Bible, God-breathed, complete, 
•  perfect rule of l i fe ; advocating a return to the simple 
gospel and a preparation for his imminent second ap­
pearing” . From one of its comprehensive reviews of 
present conditions in Christendom wc take the following 
excerpts:

THIS JAZZ GENERATION
“ Our times are out of joint. They rattle. With loose 

and dislocated frames we go stumbling and falling from 
one humiliation to another, from one catastrophe to a 
worse one. In this the notable Year of Peace, Strikes, and 
Profiteers, we discover ourselves in a worse case than the 
oldest of us lias ever known, than the most truthful of our 
chronicles ever have recorded.

“We are immersed in times whose coming we made pos­
sible but did not foresee; and if  we follow the course o f all 
(he previous generations, we shall continue our present way 
until we come smash up against some Cosmic—“ Thus Far, 
and No Farther!”

“This is a jazz generation. The multitudinous wheels of 
Its enterprises have somehow gotten into its head, and we 
live to tlie whir and sleep to the hum o f machinery to 
which long ago we lost the steering wheel, and now the 
brake is gone. We are joy-riders on a rutted turn-pike 
whose terminus is a wady marsh.”

A n  astute American statesman once said that “ the 
best government possible is an absolute despotism, if 
you can find a good despot” . Just such an arrangement 
as this Jehovah has in store. He recognizes the need of

humanity in (his respect. But human despotisms and 
autocracies are seldom productive of either peace or 
happiness. Flo power should ever be more absolute than 
the wisdom directing that power is profound and the 
love of that tyrant proven. These conditions are not 
met in any human monarch, but they will be perfectly 
met in him who so loved mankind that he gave himself 
in furtherance of the divine purposes to bless and to 
uplift them to true and lasting happiness.

THE PEOPLE’S LIKE FOR TYRANNY
During the last few years all careful observers have 

noted an unusually strong tendency on the parr of the 
ruling classes to take to themselves more power than was 
intended by those who chose them. But in this matter 
the people themselves are equally to blame with their 
rulers. Eulers do not long resist the well crystallized 
wishes of the people. I f  the people’s rights have been 
abstracted it is largely because the people have been 
willing to have them abstracted. In  all the world there 
is hardly a more pronounced characteristic than the 
disposition to dodge responsibility. Anyone who is 
willing to assume responsibility, whether his motives be 
pure or mixed, will soon find himself swamped with 
opportunities for service. This rule holds good in the 
aifairs both of the world and of the church. In  the 
world, however, willingness to assume responsibility may 
be largely traceable to self-confidence; while in the 
affairs of the true church, willingness to assume respon­
sibility in any successful way must be traceable to faith 
in the Lord’s disposition and ability to give the needed 
help, strength, and guidance.

Eeferring to this matter of recent tyranny in Chris­
tendom, the above mentioned publication says:

“ The war gave us a taste of tyranny, and we like i t ; we 
ask for more. Not the practice of tyranny, for the war did 
not pass the power of the tyrant to the people; but the 
burden of tyranny. We have been told what to do so long 
that we ure still looking for some one to tell us what to do. 
Our bankruptcy of initiative is proved by our inane waiting 
for ‘the government’ to do it, and we little reck that the 
government is composed of a handful of individuals like 
ourselves, involved in the same perplexity and helplessness. 
Take the human components of government one by one, and 
what are they? Not supermen. Men like ourselves. One 
in many a leader. The remainder mere clerks and priests 
o f tlie ritual of legislative procedure. We want to be tyran­
nized over for our good, but there is not enough good 
tyranny available in the governments for that.”

CRAZE FOR CLOTHES
Some reference is then made to clothing as an object
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or aim in life, rather than as a means to an end. “ Self- 
expression”  is the idol to which many people now bow 
themselves, when “ self-control”  is one of the things most 
needed to be rigorously applied:

"More wives o f workingmen are themselves working today 
than ever before— for clothes! More families are stinting 
themselves on housing and food and spiritual culture than 
ever before— for clothes! Astute observers can very accu­
rately foretell the arrival o f a domestic break-up simply by 
observing the barometer of— clothes! Many young men are 
hindered o f marriage, more young women are unfitting 
themselves for marriage, because of the common, insane 
devotion to— clothes! The overall and gingham protest 
would be one of the most healthful signs of the times, if 
it meant anything, but like many other movements of 
promise it will dwindle out as a passing fad. The ‘art of 
doing without’ is not an American accomplishment.”

A ll o f these items are given as proofs that something 
more than merely superficial changes have come into 
human experience. The human family this side of 
Eden has never been solidly and truly for Jehovah. 
Cain headed the list of the proud and self-sufficient 
before the flood; Ham and Cush and Nimrod stand at 
the head on this side. No candid and observing person 
would say that such characters have not been p lentifu l; 
but our present contention is that the relatively large 
margin of reverentially inclined people has been reduced 
to a thinner and thinner line. The germ o f irreverence 
has invaded the social organism to an extent never 
before experienced. Things on the ontward surface may 
seem not greatly different from what they were fifty years 
or twenty years ago. But subtle inner changes have 
taken place in the tissues of both public and private 
life. Not only has a generalized reverence for God, as 
a Supreme Being interested in human welfare, dimin­
ished, but also the other phases of reverence have de­
clined. Men have lost that form of reverence which 
goes to produce self-respect. Reverence for work has 
very largely disappeared. Reverence for faith, for 
marriage, for childhood, have all suffered greatly within 

the last twenty years.
“And this jazz generation demands an impossible thing: 

it says, ‘Show us how we can buck this thing through on 
the present plan’. It  cannot be done. There is no thorough­
fare along this way. The fateful Hand is raised, ‘Thus Far, 
and No Farther!’ Not only is there no road— there is no 
land! We must go back to the place where we lost the 
road. This is all that the prophets can tell us; and because 
it is all, we refuse to heed them.”

MORAL VALUE OF THE WAR
Added to the foregoing words are keen-sighted 

remarks by the World Crisis, some of which follow:
“ The much heralded ‘new day' and ‘new world’ that were 

to follow the war, seem as remote as ever, and that cher­
ished dream of optimism threatens to melt away in dis­
appointment like a mirage o f the desert.”

As to the moral value of the great World War, our 
own words might be looked upon as prejudiced. Before 
the war came we believed that it would have a debasing 
effect; while the war was on we saw plenty of evidences 
to sustain this view ; and now that the greatest war 
fronts are quiet we still think our Bible-illumined vision 
was correct. But those who would be inclined to throw 
out our testimony would be obliged to admit that of

Mrs. Margot Asquith, wife of the long-time prime 
minister of England. In  recently published Memoirs 
Mrs. Asquith said concerning the much-boasted uplift­
ing power of the World W ar:

“ I  can only speak from my own experience. I  have never 
met a single person who lias been improved by tills war. 
The extravagant are more extravagant, the cranks are- 
crankier, the backbiters more spiteful, the rich more- 
frightened, the poor more restless, the clergy more con­
fused, and tlie government more corrupt. The clever novels 
of the day are fatiguingly indecent, and there is more 
nakedness, levity, blasphemy, and materialism than I have 
ever seen before.”

THE INTRICATE FINANCIAL QUESTION

Concerning the industrial and financial phases of the 
present distress, the World Crisis continues:

“A  world situation 1ms developed that is so widespread, 
involved and complicated, that no mind can fully compre­
hend its multiform ramifications. Nations are involved, 
and with selfish interests that unfortunately have developed 
and fostered distrust of each other, and jealousies that seem 
to grow in bitterness.

“ Interwoven in this pulsing fabric o f national Interests, 
are the industrial and commercial rivalries that add fuel 
to the flame. Indeed these interests, especially the scramble 
to corral and control those commodities, as coal, iron, oil 
and other things, are deeply interwoven in the contending 
national rivalries. They have been among the leading causes 
of war in the past, and their potency to ferment further 
trouble is very great.

“A  further contributing cause to a situation that seems 
to get more tense and dangerous, is the part that must be 
played by national and International finance. The full 
hearing of this element in the world’s troubles is altogether 
beyond the apprehension o f ordinary minds. Domestic 
finance, within one’s own country, in its complex relation to 
all other domestic questions, constitutes a difficult and 
baffling study. When this fabric of finance is extended into 
a world system that touches peoples and every phase of 
human life, only master minds can grasp the complex work­
ing of so vast a system. But nothing in modern life more 
closely touches personal and society problems, nor is there 
a more vital factor in influencing the course and action of 
nations.

“The financial situation in our modern world problems la 
under a terrible strain from the vast war debts that have 
been imposed on the nations. Even the interest on some of 
these debts is proving a staggering burden under the ex­
haustion of the World War. At least some of the nations 
have asked for more time, and our own country is waiting 
interest on its vast foreign loans, and the obligations are 
thus growing larger.

“A  few weeks ago an international financial conference 
was held in Brussels. One outcome o f the deliberations of 
these leading financiers and government experts, was this 
official declaration:

“ Three out of every four countries, represented in this confer* 
encp, and eleven out of twelve European countries, anticipate a 
deficit tiie present year.

“ Though about two years have passed since the war closed, 
Great Britain is the only European nation that has lowered 
its debt. And while there is some excuse for the continental 
countries, by reason of their war losses, even these 
countries, especially their gayer cities, as Paris, Vienna, and 
Berlin, have been centers of riotous and shameful expendi­
ture. They could well have paid the interest on their war 
debts by a soberer and wiser use o f money.

“ The most disquieting feature o f the Brussels report is 
the claim that a large part of the present expenditure of 
national revenues is for armaments and preparation for 
further war. This has drawn from the Brussels gathering
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the following ollieial ilecinnition : ‘This conference desires 
to allirm with ttie greatest emphasis that the world cannot 
afford this expenditure.' "

Mr. 0. 1\ Austin, statistician of the National City 
Bank of New York, gives a few very informative figures 
concerning the world’s financial condition in the 
monthly publication, The America*, of the bank with 
which he is associated, hirst lie calculates the debts of 
all countries and colonies of the world m the year 170(1 
as slightly over one billion dollars (one thousand mil­
lion, British reckoning), and as only two billions five 
hundred millions at the beginning of the Napoleonic 
wars in 1793. l ie  figures that that colossal military 
undertaking brought the world’s indebtedness up to 
about seven billion dollars— in 181(3— then speaks of 
the increase of indebtedness as follows:

“ In the thirty-eight years of comparative pence which 
followed the Napoleonic wars the advance was compara­
tively slow, the world total standing at about .$8,500,000,000 
at the beginning o f the Crimean IVar in 7S54. In the twenty 
years which included the Crimean, the American Civil, and 
the Fraiico-l’ rtissian wars, the period of 1854 to 1874, world 
national debts increased 150 percent, advancing from $8,500,- 
000,000 in 1854 to $22,000,000,000 in 1874. Then came a 
forty-year period, which included not only the Spunish- 
American, the British-Boer, (lie Balkan, and the Russo- 
Japanese wars, lmt also large expenditures for the creation 
and maintenance of big standing armies and navies, as well 
as the construction of railways and telegraphs, many of 
them by national governments or through aid granted by 
them; and in that forty-year period, 1874 to 1014, national 
debts again doubled, standing, at the beginning of the great 
European war, at approximately $44,000,000,000. Then 
came the great European war, with its enormous armies 
aggregating 30,000,000 men ; its transportation o f men, mu­
nitions, and food supplies across great oceans; its use of 
new devices for destruction on land and sea, in tlie air, and 
beneath the oceans; and the additions to national debts 
made thereby advanced by leaps and hounds, at a rate 
hitherto unheard of in any of the earlier wars, which sink 
into insignificance when compared with the magnitude in 
tliis one in which a dozen nations participated; and in the 
six years from its beginning in 1014 to the present time, 
world indebtedness grew from $44,000,000,000 to approxi­
mately $“ 05,000,000,000, an actual increase in six years of 
over $200,000,000,000. as against an average of a little more 
than $1,000,000,000 per annum in earlier years."

“THE WISDOM OF THEIR WISE MEN”

Any words of ours on the financial situation would 
be futile and unnecessary. But we recall the fact (hat 
God’s Word attributes the distress of nations in very 
large niea-urc to the priestly and clerical classes. Doubt­
less they are a hundred times as much to blame as any 
other classes in Christendom. And since Jehovah places 
the blame there, we feel entirely secure in leaving it 
just where he puts it.

And when we are brought into contact with some of 
the utterances of great ecclesiastics wo are not surprised 
to discover that the Lord is displeased with them, nor 
are we astonished to discover that mankind is lost in 
the fog. In a recent issue of the Century Magazine 
Gilbert Murray,, regius professor of Greek in Oxford, 
England, gave expression to several ideas which show 
the ground trodden by the higher critic. His article, 
headed, “ Satanism and the World Order,”  condemns

severely all individuals and movements that venture the 
suggestion that the world in which we live is not on the 
whole a very good one, one to he desired and defended. 
While finding fault with those who think something 
better is coming, he does not spare the divinely guided 
writer of the Apocalypse, the Hook of llevelation, who 
foresaw the frightful culmination of the regime of sin 
and who foretold the inaugural ion of a new era under 
the direction of Christ Jesus himself. Professor 
Murray attributes John’s remarks to the spirit of 
“ Satanism’’ and says that it is "diametrically opposed 
to the teaching of almost all the great moral systems’’ . 
In  his treatise lie mentions as champions of these great 
moral systems such men as "P lato and Aristotle and 
the Stoics, St. Augustine and Thomas Aquinas, Kant 
and J. S. M ill and Comte and T. H. Green".

We shall be quite willing to admit that the views of 
these men are diametrically opposed to those of the 
Apostle John and of the beloved Lord whom he repre­
sented. But concerning the mueh-looked-for change of 
heart in the nations o f the world Professor Murray is 
obliged to admit that the war has not helped man 
upward. He says:

“ I see few signs so far of a change of heart In public 
things in any nation in the world, few signs of any rise in 
Hie standard of public life and a great many signs of its 
lowering. .Some actions of great blindness and wickedness, 
die sort of actions which leave one wondering whether 
modern civilization has any spiritual content at all to dif­
ferentiate us from savages, have been done not during the 
war, hut since (lie war is over. . . .  I  believe firmly that 
unless tlie world order is affected by this change o f heart, 
(lie world order is doomed. Unless it abstains utterly from 
war and the causes of war, the next war will destroy it.”

I t  is difficult to understand how a man with the 
intellectual insight possessed hv Professor Murray can 
make a statement of this kind and still say in the same 
art icle:

“The organized life of mankind is on the whole organized 
for good, and the greal pilgrimage of (lie spirit of man from 
Hie beginnings of history onward lms been on the whole not 
only a movement from ignorance to knowledge, from collect- 
iie  impotence to collective power, from poverty of life to 
richness of life, lmt also in some profound sense a pilgrim­
age from lower to higher."

I t  would he still more difficult to understand how he 
could lie so confused did not the Apostle tell us that 
"the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
that believe not” . These wise men of the world cer­
tainly “ believe not"; for if there is one teaching more 
than another which the evolutionists and "liberal theo­
logians" of the day will not brook, it is the Bible 
leaching concerning the inherent imperfections and sin- 
fid ness of man. The Prophet Isaiah’s statement, “ The 
are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags,”  and that of the Psalmist David, 
“ There is none that doeth good, no not one,’’ are abso­
lutely unwelcome in the camp of the new theology. They 
are more than unwelcome: they are unceremoniously 
111 rust out.

FORCED ADMISSIONS OF TRUTH
But even one of these evolutionists and friends of 

higher critics, Mr. B. Z. Stambaugh, writing in the
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Christian Century, is forced to acknowledge some o f the 
truths o f the New Testament. He says in part:

“ God is milking it clear that he has no longer any use for 
a human race that lives by the law of selfishness. I  honestly 
believe that—as it may have happened before on this 
planet— mankind is doomed to extinction, like the ornitho- 
sauri and pterodactyl, i f  he persists in living under the old 
law of sin and death. I  am beyinning, of late, to see more 
of the fundamental truth in St. Paul's sayings as to the 
sinfulness of the ‘natural man’. . . . Unless the race shall 
soon humiliate itself— unless the great tragedies of the war 
shall soon have taught us the lessons of self-sacrifice— this 
magnificent material civilization of which we are so proud 
w ill destroy itself all over the world, as it already shows 
signs of doing. . . . Science and philosophy, after all their 
complacency of a few years ago, are now gasping with 
dismay at finding that, in freeing man from the walled 
towns of the Middle Ages, they have led him into the appal­
ling labyrinth of the ‘Muddle Ages'.”

That the world is experiencing “ a day of darkness 
and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick dark­
ness,”  there can be no doubt. And those who are 
familiar with the divine Word are equally sure that the 
cause for this condition lies in the fact that Christen­
dom’s philosophers, its scientists, its theologians, and 
its moral leaders ha\c largely, almost universally, re­
jected the Bible as the inerrant Word of God. I f  testi­
mony on this point is necessary we cite a recent and 
largely-heralded statement of Canon E. W. Barnes, 
F. It. S., made in a sermon preached to the British 
Association at Cardilf, Wales. Among other things 
Canon Barnes said, as reported in the Manchester 
Guardian:

“THE UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR PRUDENT MEN”

“ The Adam ami Five narratives are generally regarded by 
scholars as unliistorical. Through the work of George 
Smith and others they know them to be derived from the 
primitive folk-lore of the Euphrates valley. It  is, moreover, 
generally agreed that the book of Genesis is a compilation 
in which earlier works have been rather drastically edited 
and combined by a relatively late priestly writer. This 
writer and his predecessors deserve much credit for the way 
in which they purified the earlier legends from polytheism 
and grossness. They have left inconsistencies and obscur­
ities. There are fragments of two somewhat opposed 
accounts of the creation. The part played by the tree of life 
in the tall story must have been more important in earlier

versions of the myth, as Sir James Frazer has pointed oat 
in his delightful ‘Folk-lore in the Old Testament’.”

Theologians know that the use made by St. Paul of the 
fa ll story belongs to a kind of rabbinical scholasticism which 
arose not long before the Christian era.”

The Canon involves practically all his confreres in  
the same view when he says that “ there has been no 
serious attempt by any scholar or divine of eminence to 
deny man’s animal ancestry or to defend the fa ll as a 
historical fact” . Continuing, lie says:

“ Some Christians of an older generation who confuse 
inspiration and infallibility have been distressed; the 
younger jieople are thankful to be free from fetters to their 
faith which had become intolerable. A more intelligent use 
of the Bilfie and an increased regard for (lie New Testa­
ment should result from increased certainty that the differ­
ent books vary profoundly as regards age, composition, and 
historical value, and it may be expected that a generation 
convinced that the new knowledge leaves the essentials of 
the Christian faith unharmed will arise as soon as the neces­
sary manuals are provided for clergy and Sunday school 
teachers.

“There is perhaps some reason to fear that insistence on 
the allegorical value of the fall story will yet do harm. 
Youth in its arrogance tends to regard an allegory as an 
ecclesiastical synonym for a falsehood which it is inexpedi­
ent to deny. Great care must be taken not to offend oar 
younger jieople by ignoring their demand for absolute 
straightforwardness. Within a limited range the fail is a 
good allegory. The first ape-man who was disloyal to his 
rudimentary sense of right and wrong ‘fell’ through his 
disloyalty. Y'et the allegorical limitations of the fall story 
are many. Death did not come into the world through 
human sin. There was no first man made in the image of 
God. Science postulates some tribal group in whom human 
rationality began to dawn. Human labor is part of the 
divine scheme by which progress is achieved; sin adds to 
it, but no cursing of the ground followed from man’s diso­
bedience to God.”

In  a letter addressed to the Manchester Guardian 
relative to the statements by Canon Barnes one T . 
Wigley, writing from the Trin ity Congregational 
Church, Swinton (E n g .), shows that these views are 
not confined strictly to Anglican clerics. He closes his 
letter with the words:

“ For anyone to attempt to base religion on such fall- 
myths, or to set them above the facts of evolution, is as 
irreligious as it is unscientific. It  is time that the developed 
moral sense of tlie twentieth century reacted upon, and 
leveled up, many of its religious ideas.”

REPORT OF AUSTRALASIAN BRANCH
D ear B rethren :

I t  is with feelings of deep gratitude to God that 1 
submit tiie report of the Australasian Branch for the 
year just ended. I am pleased to be able to report a 
substantial increase in the output of nearly all lines of 
our publications, the number of Studies sold being 
more than double that of last year.

A  gratifying increase is noticeable in almost every 
other line of activity. We are very grateful to God for 
the opportunities which have come to us and that are still 
with us; and we have sought by his assisting grace to 
make the most of these opportunities for the cause we 
love and to the service o f which we have devoted our

lives. The work in this part of the field continues to  
enjoy the Lord’s favor, and the brethren everywhere 
are as busy as bees in clover.

A  prominent feature of the work during the past year 
has been the extension work. This work has been gener­
ally taken up by the dear brethren from one end o f the 
Commonwealth to the other. Loyally and diligently 
have they responded to our exhortations along that line 
and the Lord has been pleased to reward their zeal and 
devotion to his service by granting them great blessing 
in his work.

We are glad to have the opportunity of proclaiming 
the glorious kingdom message, “ millions now living will
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never die” . Indeed, that has been our message continu­
ously for the past two years, both orally and by the 
printed page.

We are delighted in this work to have the able assist­
ance of our dear P ilgrim  Brother MacPherson, who 
arrived about the middle of September and who is even 
now touring Australia telling out the glad news to 
crowded houses everywhere. We had hoped to have 
Brother Butherford for this work but we are grateful 
to him for sending such an able substitute.

We have all learned to love Brother MacPherson very 
much and shall be loath to part with him; but if he goes 
we still hope that Brother Rutherford may be able to 
come, so that his voice may be heard in Australia.

Just at present we are thoroughly advertising the 
public lecture to be given in Melbourne on ‘ ‘Millions 
Now Living W ill Never Die".

We are awaiting the arrival of our consignment of 
the special issue o f T h e  Golden A ge which has been 
distributed in other lands and which is calculated to 
throw some light on the Babylonish situation. We 
would ask an interest in your prayers that we may be 
kept alert and faithful and that we may have the great 
privilege of being used in his dear service right up to 
the end of the way, now close at hand.

We desire to assure you of our continued love and 
be,ally and our earnest desire to cooperate with you in 
every branch of the Society's activities; for we linnly 
believe that in doing so wo are serving the Lord. Pray­
ing for you the Lord's guidance and blessing always and 
assuring you of my love in the Lord ami constant re­
membrance at the throne of grace, I  am.

Your brother and co-laborer, Wu, W. J oh nsto n .

E U R O P E A N  T O U R
[ continued I

EV E R Y  Christian who visits Palestine has a desire 
to see Bethlehem. Aside from Jerusalem, prob­
ably no spot in all of God's land is so dear to the 

hearts of Christian people as Bethlehem, sometimes 
called the city of David. It  was in this place that Ruth 
lived, where she met Boaz and became liis wife, he first 
having redeemed her. Boaz. a type of Christ; Ruth, a 
type of tin1 church; and her field which he redeemed, a 
type of (he world in general, constitute a beautiful 
picture of important events in the development of the 
Lord's great plan.

Jesse was a grandson of Boaz; and David, for whom 
the city was afterward called, was a great grandson. It  
was in the vicinity of Bethlehem that David kept the 
flocks of his father, Jesse. I t  was in the streets of 
Bethlehem that David played as other children, doubt­
less. I t  was here that the proplu t Samuel look the horn 
of oil and anointed David in the midst of his brethren 
to become king over Israel, and the spirit of the Lord 
came upon David from that day forward. The word 
David means beloved. l ie  was a type of Christ, the 
Beloved of the Lather, in whom the members of his 
body are aeeepled. It was near this place that David 
left his father's house to bear food to his brethren in 
Saul’s army and met the giant Goliath ( typo of Satan), 
whom he slew.

Bethlehem and vicinity is a wonderful part of the 
stage of action whore Jehovah caused many pictures to 
be enacted, foreshadowing the development of his plan. 
The time came when the decree went forth from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be taxed; and 
Joseph, with his wife. Mary, the mother of Jesus, being 
of the house and lineage of David, went to the city of 
Bethlehem, there to be numbered and taxed. Evidently 
they reached Bethlehem late in the evening. As many 
others had come up for the same purpose, all the lodging 
places in the city were taken and Joseph found shelter 
for himself and his wife in a hillside cave that was used

lor a stable; and there, on that night, transpired an 
event winch has thrilled the hearts of Bible students 
from then until now, and is destined ultimately to make 
glad every heart that loves righteousness.

Just at the outskirts of Bethlehem is the field of 
Loaz, once gleaned by Ruth. Either in this field or in 
one adjoining it, on the memorable night in question, 
the shepherds ol the country were kecjiing watch over 
their Hocks. Suddenly they were aroused by the appear­
ance of an angel of the Lord, “ and the glory oi the Lord 
shone round about them, and they were sore afraid” . 
Tins angel of Hie Lord had come to make an announce­
ment, which was couched in this phrase: "Lear not: lor, 
behold. I bring you good tidings of great / ■., which 
'hall be to all people. Lei unto you is horn this da\ in 
1 he city of David a Savior, which is Chim-l the Lord. 
And liiis shall he a sign unio you; Yc shall find the 
babe vvJapped in swaddling clothes. Iving in a manger. 
A ml suddenly lliere was wilh (lie angel a multitude of 
Lie heavenly lio-t praising God. and saving. Glow to 
God m the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” - Luke : t) - 1-1.

Never before was such an announcement made on 
ear1h. and never again will il be necessary for another 
like it io he made to man. Approximately four thou­
sand years before (hat God had sentenced the first man 
to death because of his disobedience to his law, and by 
virtue of ibis sentence condemnation came upon the 
eidire race and all were horn sinners. From time to 
time Jehovah had caused his actors to appear upon the 
slage of action and make some living picture concerning 
the coming of the Redeemer. Little were these natures 
understood. Jehovah was laying the foundation for 
(he faith of men in him and in his precious promise- ; 
and now had come the time when he sent his mosseng, 
from heaven to proclaim to these humble shepherds 
watching their Hocks the birth of him who would take 
away the sin of the world.
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M A G I A N D  S H E P H E R D S

Many Christians have believed that the important 
men of earth connected with this great event were the 
three “ wise men”  that journeyed from the East and 
followed the light, or star, that is said to have rested 
over Bethlehem. But viewed in the greater light that 
shines in modern times upon the Word of God, it is 
easily seen that these “ wise men”  came not as messen­
gers from Jehovah, nor as his representatives, but rather 
as instruments employed by Satan as a part of a great 
conspiracy for the destruction of the babe Jesus. A ll 
the facts show this. Stars do not move about; but 
Satan and his demon hosts have power to make lights 
appear. These so-called “ wise men” , or magi, were 
largely influenced by evil spirits. They were of the 
same class of men employed by l ’ haraoh in Egypt to 
perform miracles in defiance of God’s representative, 
Moses. This light first led them not to the place of the 
birth of Jesus, but to Herod in Jerusalem, who called 
before him others who entered into the conspiracy, to 
ascertain definitely about the birth of the promised king, 
his evident purpose being to send messengers to destroy 
him. Afterward he attempted his destruction; but the 
Lord Jehovah shielded his Beloved Son from the wrath 
of Herod. It  is not at all probable that Jehovah caused 
these magi, or “ wise men” , to journey there, but all the 
evidence is to the contrary.

It seems entirely fitting and appropriate that Jehovah 
should send this message first through humble and 
fa ith fu l men of Israel guarding their flocks in the. 
Geld before made sacred by the Lord’s dealings with 
Boaz and Ruth, from which house or line the Lord 
Jesus, from the natural standpoint, descended. Since 
the I xml made the spot where they watched their flocks 
dear to the heart of Christians, it will ever remain 
sacred. The Biblical record is that these humble shep­
herds, hearing the message from the angel of the Lord, 
“ came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger” ; and they spread abroad the 
news of the message they had received from the angel 
concerning the birth of Jesus. Bethlehem, therefore, 
is a sacred spot because it marks the birthplace of the 
Savior of the world.

THE CITY OF DAVID
O f course our party was anxious to visit thi- histoiie 

city. I t  stands on a high elevation, overlooking the 
'•ountry round about. I t  is beautiful for situation and 
i rom its highest point one has a wonderful view of the 
hills of Judea, the mountains in the east beyond the 
Dead Sea, and the spreading valley lying on the coast, 
o f the Mediterranean. The place of Jesus’ birth is 
covered by a church building occupied jointly bv the 
Roman and the Greek and the Armenian Catholics. 
This, like most of the points of particular interest in 
Palestine, has been seized upon by some ecclesiastical 
system. These systems, however, that built this church 
and that occupy it do not seem to have caught the spirit 
o f him who was born there, nor the spirit of the 
message: “ Peace on earth, good will toward men” . The 
Church of the Nativity, as it is called, is divided

among these three sects; and if one transgresses an inch 
on the territory of the other, trouble follows. For a  
long time soldiers have been stationed within the con­
fines of the church to keep order between these so-called 
followers of Christ. Our hearts rejoice, however, as 
wo call to mind the fact that he who was born here to 
redeem mankind is now setting up his kingdom and 
soon the glad tidings of great joy announced by the 
angel to the shepherds will be given to all the peoples 
of earth, and every one will be given an opportunity to 
obey the Mighty One and be restored to life everlasting.

I t  seemed good that while there we should have 
opportunity to tell at least to some the glad tidings that 
the kingdom of the Lord is at hand and that millions 
now living will never die. While this was told in a 
more private way, yet we were glad of the opportunity.

Every visitor at Bethlehem is asked to see the Grotto, 
located in a church just adjoining the Church of the 
Nativity. This contains the tombs of several persons, 
among them Jerome, who was born in the year 340 
A. I)., and who spent many years at Bethlehem making 
a translation of the Bible which is known as the Vulgate. 
We are glad to make mention of the devotion of this 
man to the Word of God, who gave this translation o f 
the Scriptures to the peoples of earth.

Most of the present inhabitants about Bethlehem are 
Arabs, some Syrians, but few .Tews. During the war 
a great many Jews were expelled from Palestine, but 
they are now returning in large, numbers. Their 
coming again is not looked upon with favor by the Arabs 
and others, and it is easy to be seen how the spirit o f 
jealousy is rising. While in Paris Brother Rutherford 
by chance met a gentleman of considerable wealth who 
is engaged in business in the financial district of Paris. 
In conversation with him he stated that his uncle re- 
-ided at the entrance to the city of Bethlehem, and he 
volunteered a letter of introduction and asked that a 
\ isit be made to his uncle. The uncle is an elderly 
gentleman who is reputed to be one of the wealthiest 
men in Palestine, a Syrian, and he occupies a magnifi­
cent residence with more than forty rooms, which are 
richly furnished. Tt is the custom among the peoples 
of Palestine that when a stranger enters a home, if he is 
welcome he, is immedialely served with refreshments. 
This was done in the home of this distinguished resi­
dent of Bethlehem. The old gentleman announced 
himself as a Christian, and while partaking of refresh­
ments conversation turned, naturally, upon the great 
events that had transpired at Bethlehem and the coming 
of the Lord's kingdom. The old gentleman evinced 
considerable interest in the fact that the Jews were 
returning to Palestine, and with great earnestness pro­
pounded this question: “ W ill the Jews get control of 
Palestine and rule itk" And our answer was. The 
Lord will take possession of Palestine, control, and 
rule it. Before further explanation could be made this 
Syrian expressed delight that it would be the Lord who 
would do it and not the Jews; and immediately re­
marked that a society has been formed in which the 
Roman and the Greek Catholic and the English Churches



IS , 1921 rh* WATCH TOWER 25

have united for the purpose of opposing the Jews in 
Palestine.

This bears out what we have seen in other places, 
that the nominal Christians who know little or nothing 
o f Jehovah's plan are not pleased at the return of Israel 
to  Palestine, and that these will join with others for 
toe  purpose of oppressing the Jews, which will doub’t- 
leea result in Jacob's trouble, during which time the 
Lord w ill fight the battle for his people as in the days 
o f old. I t  is further proof of the efforts in behalf of 
the “ boast” . Happy, however, v ill be the day when the 
Ijo rd  himself takes full control and establishes peace 
and righteousness and makes known to the peoples of 
Palestine and all other parts of the earth the true 
meaning o f the message announced to the shepherds—  
“ Peace on earth, good will toward men” .

H E B R O N

Our next journey was to Hebron and on the way we 
paned the pools o f Solomon, built by this wise ruler 
to  furnish the water supply for Jerusalem. While these 
pools are still in a fairly good state of preservation, 
they are no longer in use by Jerusalem, which lies some 
ton miles away; but a few miles further on a pumping 
station and reservoir have been built which supply 
abundant water to the city of Jerusalem. As we jour­
neyed through the hills o f Judea we came upon an 
interesting and ludicrous sight— a large number of 
Arabs building a road, employing methods used in the 
early days. Men, women, and children were engaged in 
toe work. Some were carrying stones in baskets while 
others cracked the stones with hammers. On the hill­
side stood a sheikh, who with much gesticulation and 
loud talk commanded the whole force. We learned that 
his name was Cahill Jabber, which being interpreted 
means “ camel jabber” . He certainly possessed the 
quality of a jabberer, using his mouth almost constantly. 
The scene seemed so interesting that we made a picture 
of it, and when the old sheikh realized that he had been 
photographed, he immediately demanded bakshish.

Hebron is the second place where Abraham stopped 
when he journeyed into the land of Palestine. Near the 
city he pitched his tent, where he sat at the time the 
angels visited him and advised him of the birth of his 
son. There is today in the valley of Mamrc a large 
oak, which is claimed to be the one under which Abra­
ham sat when the angel visited him. While this can 
hardly be true, the oak is a very ancient one. I t  is 
more than thirty feet in circumference, and for the 
purpose o f preserving it several feet of earth have been 
thrown up around it and a stone encasement built 
about it. Close by are also grape vines and figtrees. 
Both the grapes and figs were ripe. The land formerly 
belonged to the Russians, who have now withdrawn 
from  the country and there is no one seemingly in 
charge. So we ate grapes and figs off the trees and 
sat under the vinos and figtrees and no one made us 
afraid.

F E R T IL E  P L A IN S  O F M A M R E

I t  was upon these plains of Mamre that Abraham

stood when the fjord promised that he would give him 
all the land from the river of Egypt to the great river 
Euphrates. In  this vicinity Isaac and Jacob dwelt, 
and out from this valley Joseph was sent to deliver the 
message to his brethren which resulted in his being sold 
into Egypt. I t  was one of the cities of refuge. I t  was 
from this valley, doubtless, that Caleb returned with 
the grapes, because Caleb afterward asked that it might 
be given to him as an inheritance, which was done as a 
reward for his faithfulness. The valley has not lost 
its fertility, nor its reputation for grapes. The finest 
grapes we found in all the land wore grown at Hebron.

This city was the seat of David’s government for 
seven and one-half years, and until he removed his 
throne to Jerusalem. Hebron is many times men­
tioned in the Cld Testament. Arriving at its gates, 
we obtained a permit from the military governor to 
enter the city and visit the Mohammedan mosque, 
which is built over the cave o f Machpelah. Machpelah, 
it will be remembered, according to the Biblical record, 
is the cave purchased by Abraham in which to bury his 
dead out of his sight. God had promised him all the 
land, but he had not yet given it to him because others 
were in possession; and when Abraham had an offer of 
this cave as a g ift  for the purpose of burying his dead, 
he refused it, preferring to purchase it, evidently, so 
that he could say he had received no g ift  from any one 
except Jehovah. There he buried Sarah, his w ife ; and 
afterward Isaac, Jacob, Rebecca and Leah were also 
buried there. A  mosque is built over the cave and 
these tombs are so jealously guarded that no one is per­
mitted to enter the cave. The nearest we could get to 
it was to have the keeper of the mosque open the door 
to the cave and let down a light, which enabled us to 
see that it is indeed a cave. In  the mosque cenotaphs 
are erected, which, it is claimed, mark the exact spot 
where these faithful men of old were interred. One 
cenotaph marks the place where it is claimed Joseph 
■was buried, the Arabs asserting that his body was dis­
interred after being buried at Shechem and removed 
to this place. Whether or not this is true, we cannot say.

We wondered why the Lord has permitted these his­
toric spots to be so covered up by a mosque and jealously 
guarded. Probably had it been otherwise and every one 
was given access to the places, the location would have 
been long ago obliterated. Anyhow when Abraham 
returns the people will get the fu ll truth about the 
matter.

I t  is impossible to behold the inhabitants of Hebron 
without realizing the great necessity for restitution. 
Poverty seems to have reached its lim it and many of its 
inhabitants are steeped in filth and ignorance1. A\’e 
rejoice, to know that ere long the kingdom, in full 
operation, shall lift  these benighted people out of their 
present deplorable state and give them a true knowledge 
of the Lord's great arrangement for the blessing of 
mankind. Seemingly the best class of people in this 
city are Jews, and wc took occasion to tell some of these 
that ere long Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will return and 
bring great blessings to the people.



JESUS GREETED AS KING
------ Januaby 30 —  Matthew  2 1 :1 -2 6 -------

T H R O U G H  JERICHO TO B E T H A N Y  —  A  C O M P A N Y  OF FRIENDS A N D  A D M IR E R S----RIDING A S  K IN O  IN TO  J E R U S A L E M -----H O S A N N A  T O T H S .

KING.
“Blessed is he that comcth in the name of the Lord."— Matthew 21:9.

IN OUR last lesson Jesus and his disciples, with others, 
were on the way to Jerusalem lor the celebration o f the 
Passover. They had already passed through Jericho, 

and Bethany, the home of Lazarus, Martha, and Mary, was 
reached Friday night, just a week before his crucifixion. 
He rested with his friends on the Sabbath, partook o f the 
feast prepared in his honor that evening, received the 
anointing of the costly spikenard from Mary, and next 
morning, the first day of the week, continued his journey 
to Jerusalem. Throughout the week, however, lie made 
Bethany his home, going daily to the city, returning at 
night. Bethany was about two miles distant from the 
Temple. Here the present lesson begins.

With the Lord were a considerable number of people who 
had come up to Jerusalem in his company, and some who 
had come out from Jerusalem to Bethany to see him, 
because they had heard that the Prophet of Nazareth who 
had raised Lazarus from the dead was at the home of the 
latter. When this multitude reached Bethphage (the name 
meaning “ the house of tigs” ) a little hamlet on the Mount 
o f Olives (Luke, “ Olivet” ) near Bethany (house of dates), 
Jesus stopped and sent two of his disciples to another 
village close by to bring to him an ass and her foal. The 
owner of the animals may have been acquainted with Jesus, 
and if  so would also have been acquainted with his disci­
ples. At all events, his request was honored, and Mark tells 
us, according to the Revised Version, that they promised 
that Jesus would send back the colt to the owner. Evidently 
It was unusual for our Lord to ride, and, although he came 
and went a longer distance every morning and evening 
throughout the week, this was the only occasion we have 
any knowledge of his riding. Evidently the reason for 
riding was not weariness. lie  was about to present himself 
to the people after the manner of their kings of the past, 
who we are told rode in triumph on white asses.

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY
When the animal arrived the disciples and the whole 

multitude seemed to enter inlo the spirit of the arrange­
ment; for it would appear that quite a number of those who 
came up from Jericho, and who witnessed our Lord's power 
and teachings cn route to the Holy City and the Passover, 
lodged at Bethany o\cr the Sabbath, as he did. These, 
witli the disciples, constituted quite a little band, who began 
to hail Jesus as the King, and to do him homage, as was 
customary with notables at that time, by spreading their 
outer garments in the way for his beast to tread upon; and 
by plucking grass and flowers, and branches of palm trees 
and strewing these also in the way.

Jesus in his honored position, riding at the head, was 
followed by this multitude on the road toward Jerusalem. 
Then another multitude from the city, having heard that 
the great Prophet and Teacher was at Bethany, came forth 
to see him and Lazarus; and these, meeting the Lord and 
shouting company behind him. turned about and became a 
vanguard, shouting like the rest, “ Hosanna to the Son of 
David,” which meant the King, one of the royal line. They 
probably were deterred from using the word king lest they 
should bring upon themselves charges of treason against 
King lierml, and against the Roman empire, which sustained 
him in power.

It  was a grand or a ludicrous triumphal entry into the 
city of the Great King according to the standpoint from 
which it was viewed. From the standpoint of the disciples 
and the multitude, full of Messianic enthusiasm anil hopes 
that the long-for blessings upon Israel were about to be 
realized, and full o f faith that this great Prophet, who had

the power to raise the dead and heal the sick, could in bis 
own time and way make himself and them invincible against 
all enemies and amply fulfill all the glorious things fore­
told by the prophets— for these it was a grand occasion, a  
real triumph. For, notwithstanding the fact that Jesus bad 
previously told them repeatedly of his death, and even 
leproved Peter for speaking to the contrary, nevertheless his 
disciples and others seem to have Iteen unable to receive hie 
words in their true meaning, and to have interpreted them 
merely as a part of his dark sayings, which would undoubted­
ly later become luminous in some grand significance. This la 
attested by llieir language, even after his death and resur­
rection: “ We trusted that it had been he which should have 
redeemed Israel” .—Luke 21: 21.

DIFFERING ASPECTS OF THE PROCESSION
From the standpoint of Herod, Pilate, the chief priests, 

and the scribes, this triumphal procession was merely the 
parade of a fanatical leader and his ignorant and fanatical 
dupes. They saw in it evidently no more than this. King 
Herod and I ’ilate evidently had no fear that this despised 
Nazarene and his company would ever be able to organise 
and equip an army which would lie of any force as against 
the order of things of which they were the heads. The 
religious leaders feared merely that the fanaticism might 
spread in some manner, and bring down upon them the 
wrath and further oppression of the secular powers, who 
might make them an excuse for further interference with 
the liberties of the Jews. Quite evidently none of these 
chief rulers believed in Jesus as the Messiah sent o f God for 
the fulfillment of the gracious promises of their Scriptures 
To this the apostles testify, saying: “Had they known, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory".— 1 Corinthians 
2 :8 ; Acts 3:17.

That procession was viewed from still another standpoint 
by our Lord himself and by the invisible multitude of 
angels, ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for those 
who shall he heirs of salvalion. These must have joined 
in the enthusiasm of the multitude, but from a totally 
different standpoint— realizing this iriumph as merely a 
part ot the dnine plan, and merely a prelude to a greater 
triumph on our Lord's part through the completion of the 
sacrifice of himself and the attainment thus of “ all power 
in beaten and earth” ; and as a foreshadowing, too, of him 
coming glory and his triumphal entry upon the kingdom mi 
his return from the far country (heaven), armed with a 
plenitude of power and authority, to put down sin and to 
bring all things into subjection to God; and to lift up out 
ol the horrible pit of sin and disease and death all desirous 
of coming hack into full harmony with the Father and the 
laws of his empire. This, the most glorious standpoint of 
view of that triumphal march, it is our privilege by tho 
grace of God to enjoy; and we may well say in our 
I-ord s words: ‘Blessed are our eyes, for they see; and our 
ears, for they hear’.

Luke's account of this matter informs us that certain of 
the Pharisees who were with tHe multitude at the begin­
ning, although they could not object to anything which our 
Lord said or did. complained that he should permit his 
disciples and others of the multitude to hail him as a king, 
shouting. Hosanna! (Salvation, Blessing, Pra ise!) Then 
it was that Jesus, knowing of the prophecy bearing upon 
this subject (Zeclmriah 9 :9 ), not only refused to rebuke 
the disciples and hinder their acclaims, but informed the 
Pharisees that since God himself, through the Prophet, had 
said, “ Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem,” therefore there 
must be some shoutings; and that if  the people had not
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arisen to that amount of enthusiasm to give such shoutings, 
the very stones would have cried out, so that the prophecy 
should not he unfulfilled.

THE FAITHLESS CITY
Though the distance is quite short to Jerusalem from 

Bethplmge, where the Lord mounted the ass, nevertheless 
the city was hidden from view by the Mount of Olives, and 
It was when the Lord had reached the top of Olivet, and 
the city of Jerusalem came suddenly into view, that he 
halted the procession and wept over the city, saying: “ I f  
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are 
hid from thine ejes; because thou knewest not the time of 
thy visitation.'’ (Luke 10:41-41) From this language 
it is evident that our Lord did not consider the multitudes 
who were with him as in any sense of the word represent­
ing the city and nation; for although these who were with 
him were shouting the very words. “Llessed ho 1 lie King 
that eomelh in the name of .Jehovah.'" our Lord's language 
indicates that a time is yet to come when the heads of 
Israel, the clilcl ones representing the people, shall gladly 
acknowledge him as King of" kings and Lord of lords, at his 
second advent ; but in 1 lie meantime their failure to recog­
nize the time of their visitation meant to them a great loss 
of privilege; meant to them that their house must lie left 
desolate, abandoned of the Lord during tills gospel ag1', 
during which he would gather from among the gentiles a 
sufficient number to complete the elect number, in conjunc­
tion with the faithful ones of Israel, the remnant who lmd 
received or would recei\e him.— See Matthew 2!!;,'ll).

The objecti\e point of this triumphal march was the Holy 
City, Ilie capital city, the Ciiy of the (ireat King. Hut our 
Lord did tint go to Herod's palace, to demand recognition of 
him; blit us the represent;!!i\e ol' Jehovah, as the Messiah, 
sent of Hod to be the Savior of Israel and tlie world, lie 
went upxiropriutely to the Father’s house or palace— to the 
Temple.

SIGN LANGUAGE IN TIIE TEMPLE
The scene in the Temple must lmve been a peculiar one. 

It  was undoubtedly crowded witli pilgrims from all parts of 
the civilized world, who at tins season of the year came, to 
the number of hundreds of thousands, to worship the Lord 
and to observe the Passover, according to the law. Probably 
many of them had heard something about Jesus of Nazar­
eth, “mighty in word and deed” . Many of them had been 
healed by him, or had friends who were thus blessed; and 
we can well imagine the commotion created by the multi­
tudes coming with Jesus and crying, “ Hosanna in the high­
est". The Pharisees, scribes, and chief priests, who were 
used to dominate the people in religious matters and espe­
cially in the Temple, although filled with anger against 
Jesus, recognized themselves powerless to do him injury 
under the circumstances, for he was doing nothing contrary 
In any sense of the word lo the law, and tins would lie 
manifest to all. On the contrary, as though to show that 
he was only doing what was in his power, our Lord began 
to exercise it as would he befitting a spiritual king— by 
reproving those who were violating the holy Temple and its 
precincts, driving out of it those who sold doves for offer­
ings, and the money changers, who were reaping a profitable 
harvest from the necessities of the worshippers from a 
distance, whose money, not being Jewish, could not be 
accepted at the Temple and must therefore lie exchanged at 
a loss— at the profit o f the money changers. tVe are not 
to understand that our Lord was interfering with the 
proper laws of the land or of He Temple; he was in “ very 
sense law-abiding. On the contrary, ho was thoroughly 
authorized, as was any Jew, under the directions of the 
law, to use so much force as was necessary in the main­
tenance of the sanctity o f the Temple.

Blind and lame people came to our Lord in the Temple 
and were relieved of their infirmities, and then he taught

the people, continuing the healing and the teaching for- 
several days, returning at nights to Bethany and coming 
the next morning to the Temple, but without any further 
demonstration, as a king, for that one demonstration had 
served the purpose intended. It had given to the officials 
of the city and the nation the opportunity to accept him 
formally as king; but their contrary spirit is shown by 
their coming to him while the children of the Temple courts 
were crying “Hosanna!’’ requesting that he should put a 
stop to the matter; hut our Lord answered them, quoting 
from the Scriptures that this was in harmony with the 
i!i\ine plan: “ Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou 
hast perfected praise". The worldly-wise did not appreciate 
this, and were blinded by self-iinerest; hut little children, 
and especially those who in simplicity of heart and meek­
ness became like little children, were to lie the instruments 
the Lord would use in shouting his praises.

.Many of our Lord's parables and special teachings were 
uttered during those days in the Temple, between his 
triumphal entry a nil presentation on the tenth day o f the 
month Nisan and his crucifixion on the fourteenth, as the 
l ’assover Lamb. (See Kxodus 12:3, G) These parables 
anil special teachings are recorded in Mattiiew. chapters 
23-25 ; ill Mark, chapters 11-13, and in John, chapters 12-10. 
Among other tilings lie declared tiiat the favor of Hod was, 
there and then, taken from fleshly Israel, saying:

"<> Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killest the prophets and 
stoiii-H them which are sent unto thee! How often would 
I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gather­
ed! her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, 
your house is left unto you desolate!"—Matthew 23:37-39.

CAUSES FOR ISRAEL’S REJECTION
Our lesson records two parables given by Jesus which 

portray the mistake made by the religionists of his day. 
The understanding of these parables gives a clearer insight 
into t lie cause which led to file rejection of Israel for a time 
from divine favor. Incidentally, too, we are to remember 
that nominally fleshly Israel was a prototype of nominal 
Christendom. Hence we may look for somewhat similar 
conditions and dealings now in the harvest time of this 
Christ inn age.

To get tlie force of file Lord’s teachings here and every­
where it is necessary to remember that the Jewish people 
had been promised (lie kingdom of Hod, of which Hnvid’s 
kingdom was a type on a small scale. For centuries they 
had been expecting a great King. Messiah, whose coming 
would exalt them and bring them into prominence as Hod’s 
Kingdom. John (he Baptist, when he came to introduce 
Messiah, told the Jews that unless they would repent and 
come hack, to the extent of their ability, into harmony with 
Hod and the law they need not expect to share in the 
Messianic kingdom. Jesus told the people that unless their 
righteousness should exceed the righteousness o f tiie scribes 
and Pharisees, they should in no wise outer into or become 
members of the long-waited-for kingdom. (,Mattiiew 5:20) 
Tiie two parables of this sludy illustrate what stood in the 
vv ay of i lie majority.

Tin* .Jew ish people professed to he Hod’s people, w-illing 
lo do him service. They were treated, not ns mere slaves, 
hut. rather, like sons. All were told to go and work in 
Hod's vineyard: but they divided into two classes, repre­
sented by the two sons, in our first parable. One of these 
sons represented the outwardly religious, pious, who said, 
Yes, vie will serve God. However, they did not really seek 
the divine service, but rather the service of their sects and 
parties and their own personal aims, honor, influence, 
anil preferment. The other class of Israelites, represented 
by the other son in the parable, made no pretense of serving 
God, and were branded as publicans, sinners, harlots. Never­
theless, when Jesus appeared, when John’s message went 
forth, and afterwards the teachings of Jesus and the 
apostles, these same publicans, sinners, harlots, were the
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ones ready to receive hint, while the religious, finding that 
his message was in conflict with their teachings, repudiated 
him. Thus one of the charges against Jesus was: “ He 
receiveth publicans and sinners and eateth with them” .

A GREAT VINEYARD
The second parable represents God as the owner o f a 

great vineyard, in all resects well appointed and furnished 
for his purpose. This vineyard represents the Jewish 
nation and the divine promises made to that people— the 
law and all the arrangements of the Law Covenant, for their 
development. This vineyard the owner let out to husband­
men, whose duty it was to care for the vines and the 
fruitage and to render to the owner tiie results, except a 
portion which they might keep for themselves. These hus­
bandmen were the prominent religionists, of whom Jesus 
said: “ The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: all 
therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe 
and do”. (Matthew 23:2, 3) The owner very properly 
required returns on his property and sent servants to 
receive his share of the fruitage. But the husbandmen, 
Instead of giving them what was due their Master, abused 
them by beating, killing, and stoning them.

These servants were the prophets of old, sent to Israel. 
They should have received the kindest treatment and an 
abundance of fruits of meekness, gentleness, patience, etc., 
but, instead, they were treated as intruders by the leaders 
o f Israel. Some of them were stoned, some beaten, some 
murdered, some sawn asunder. Some wandered about in 
sheepskins and goatskins and dwelt in dens and caves of 
the earth, because not appreciated. They were not treated 
as representatives of the owner of the vineyard. Finally the 
owner sent his Son, saying, “They will reverence my Son” . 
But these same husbandmen, the religionists of our Lord’s

day, took counsel to kill him and to seize his inheritance. 
They somehow got the impression that they could lord it 
over God's heritage and that anybody repro\ing them or 
showing up their hypocrisies or liberating the people from 
subservience to them, whoever he might be—even the heir 
— they were at liberty to kill. They crucified him.

RECOMPENSE UPON THE HUSBANDMEN
What may we presume the owner of that vineyard would 

do to those wicked husbandmen who, forgetting the owner­
ship of the vineyard, were using it as their own, mistreating 
his servants and crucifying his Son? The Great Teacher 
put the question to his hearers, and the answer promptly 
came that the owner would destroy those wicked men and 
let his vineyard to others who would render him its fruitage.

This is just what happened. The scribes and the Phari­
sees and the Doctors of the Law who were using God’s 
promises and blessings and their opportunities selfishly 
and in disregard of the Almighty'— these were dispossessed. 
Their government was destroyed and divine favor and 
privileges as God’s mouthpieces, which they once enjoyed, 
were taken from them and given to others— to the aDostles 
and their associates, during this gospel age.

Jesus, the reiected. “ is become the head of the corner” , 
the chief corner-stone of the great temple of God, which is 
the church. As the privilege of being God’s embryotlc 
kingdom was taken from the Jews and given to Christ and 
the church, so presently his embryotlc kingdom will be 
taken from earth entirely— his faithful will be received to 
the heavenly plane and power and great glory.

Whoever stumbled over Jesus suffered loss in the sense 
of being broken, but not beyond possibility of repair. “ But 
on whomsoever it [this stone, Messiah! shall fall, It will 
grind him to powder” in the second denth.— Matthew 21: 44.

THE MARRIAGE FEAST
------February 6 —  Matthew  22:1 -14-------

I N V l I A ’l lO N S  TO T H E  W EDDING----T H E  J E W 8 ’  REJECTION OF T H E  OFFER —  J E n O V A H  NOT LEFT SH O RTH AND ED -----NEGLECT OF T H E

M ESSIANIC  HOPE.

“ Go out into the highway# and hedges, and constrain them to come in.”— Lulce l-i:23.

TODAY’S lesson shows that the promises of God and his 
providences toward Israel under the Law Covenant 
were all designed to fit and prepare the Israelites to be 

God's holy nation, and especially to provide at the coming 
o f Christ a stiHicient number to constitute the elect church, 
Messiah's joint-heirs in the kingdom—his hride. The par­
able shows that only a few were “ Israelites indeed” , in 
whom was no guile—not enough to constitute the kingdom 
class; hence the call of this gospel age, selecting from the 
gentiles a sufficient number of saintly characters to be 
joint-heirs with (lie Jewish remnant in the Messianic king­
dom.

For the development of this kingdom class the world has 
now been waiting since the days of Jesus, when by7 his 
death he opened up a new way of life and became the 
Advocate before the Father for all those desirous of being 
his disciples, his joint-heirs, his hride.

Today's lesson takes up the kingdom project at the time 
of our Lord's earthly ministry, " lie  came unto his own 
and his own received him not. But as many' as received 
him, to them gave he power [liberty or privilege] to become 
sons of God.”—John 1:11, 12.

Jehovah himself is the King who made a marriage for 
his son, arranging liefore the foundation of the world that 
there should lie certain joint-heirs with Christ in his king­
dom. This marriage, of course, could not take place until 
the King’s Son had come into the world and had made the 
way for his followers and for the kingdom of which he is 
to be King.

THE CALL TO THE FEAST
At the appropriate time God sent his servants to call them 

that were bidden to the wedding; but they would not come. 
John tlu1 Baptist and his disciples did the work of calling 
to the attention of the Jewish people tlie fact that the King’s 
Son was in their midst, lie  said: “There stnndeth one 
among you whom ye know not” . (John 1 : 20) Again he 
said: “ He that hath the hride is the bridegroom; but the 
friend of the bridegroom, which stnndeth and heareth him, 
rejniceth greatly tiecause of the bridegroom's voice: this 
my joy therefore is fulfilled". (John 3 :2 !)) John rejoiced 
to hear the voice of the Bridegroom. I’ rophetically he fore­
told that the calling of the hride class had come, although 
lie himself could not be a member of it.

Again oilier Mnwanls were sent forth. Jesus sent his 
disciples to the Jews, saying: “Tell them which are bidden, 
Behold I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fat- 
lings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the 
marriage" l'east.

But was I he message of Jesus and his disciples received? 
Nay! The people, under the guidance of the scribes and the 
Bharisees, the theologians of that time, made light of the 
message and went their way—one to his farm, another to his 
merchandise, saying: We do not believe this mesage respect­
ing the kingdom. Some did even worse than this. They 
entreated these servants shamefully, spitefully, and slew 
them. Not only was Jesus slain by the unbelieving ones 
who had been invited to the feast, but his faithful disciples 
ids i were evilly treated and slain.



JANDABY 15, 1921 rh, WATCH TOWER 29

Then, as seen in another parable, Jehovah was vvroih \\ nil 
that people Israel, and sent forth his armies, destroyed 
those murderers and burned up their city. The fact that it 
was the ltoman army under Titus which destroyed Jerusa­
lem in A. D. 70 did not make it any less the army of 
Jehovah, for lie is able to make the wrath of man to praise 
him and able to use whom he may please as his messengers 
or servants.

Meantime God said to his servants, the apostles, and to 
others through them, The wedding is provided, but the 
Jewish nation, which was especially invited, has not been 
found worthy of the honor. Go ye therefore into the high­
ways, and as many as ye shall lind, bid to the marriage 
feast. So those servants went into the highways and 
gathered together as many as they found, and brought 
them in. Thus the wedding was provided with guests.

TO THE LESS ADVANTAGED
Highways represent public concourse the world over. The 

Lord's ambassadors were no longer to restrict themselves 
to Jews, but were to make known to every people, kindred, 
and tongue the fact that God is now calling out of the 
world a little company, lovers of righteousness, to be fo l­
lowers of the Lamb and eventually to become joint-heirs 
with the Redeemer in his kingdom. Be it noted that these 
ambassadors were not to intercept or interfere with all the 
people in the highways, but merely to urge upon all those 
whom they met in the concourse the great privilege of the 
open door to the wedding feast.

These were not all saintly, good; some o f them, on the 
contrary, were bad. The apostles explain this, saying that 
not many great, not many rich, not many’ noble, but chiefly 
the poor, the mean things of this world hath God chosen. 
The apostles speak, along the lines o f our lesson, of the 
class that God is selecting from the world. No matter how 
mean, no matter how degraded, no matter how ignoble by 
nature— all who are willing to receive the grace of God 
may be made suitable for the marriage by the covering of 
the wedding garment.

The custom of the Jews, arranged by divine providence 
doubtless, was that at every wedding feast each guest was 
to put on a white wedding garment, covering his own gar­
ments. Thus all at the wedding were on an equal footing 
as respects dignity, because they were the guests of the 
host. So all who come to God’s great feast provided through 
Christ must come, not through any worthiness of their own 
in the flesh, but acknowledging that they have an insuffici­
ency of merit to be acceptable to God, and must accept the 
merit of Christ as making them worthy of the honor to

which they aspire in responding to this invitation.
Each guest entering the house was supplied with the 

robe, and was expected to put it on immediately. For any 
one to appear without that wedding garment would be a 
mark of disrespect to the host who had provided it. In­
deed, for any one to ajipear at the wedding without the 
robe would imply that he had taken it o f f ; for no one was 
admitted without the robe. This is the picture given us in 
the parable. A  guest was found there who had not on the 
wedding garment—one, therefore, who in disregard of his 
host had removed his wedding garment, the wearing of 
which was the condition of his admission.

KINGLY INSPECTION
Tlie words, “ When the king came in,” signify an inspec­

tion just prior to the feast. Since the King of the paruble 
is Jehovah himself, this would seem to mean that (iod 
takes note through the exhibition of divine justice in some 
manner o f any one professing loyalty, yet disregarding the 
hope of Jolnt-lieirship with Christ as based on the merit of 
Jesus’ death. Or, Christ might properly be understood to 
be referred to as the King in this instance; for at his com­
ing he is to be invested with kingly authority and power by 
the heavenly Father, as our Lord himself indicates in the 
parables of the pounds and the talents. A t his second 
advent, therefore, he tells us, he will himself inspect all 
those who pose as being his faithful servants—all those 
who are desirous of enjoying the wedding festival.

The man found without a wedding garment in the 
presence of the king we should understand to represent a 
class, and not merely one individual. So we might find just 
such a class today, professing to be followers of Christ, 
professing to be waiting for the marriage o f the Lamb, 
professing to hope to enter into the joys of their Lord, yet 
telling us by their actions that they no longer watch keenly 
for their union with Christ Jesus in the glories of his 
kingdom. They are trying to better the world in some 
other way than by the heaven-appointed way. They are 
willing to retain Christ as their Redeemer, but not as their 
Lord and Head.

When the carelessness of this class shall be thoroughly 
shown up they shall be bound or restrained hand and foot, 
hindered from doing anything in connection with the har­
vest ; for tlie harvest will then be past. They are cast out 
into the darkness of doubt, obscurity, and ignorance re­
specting the divine purposes for tlie present. Such careless 
ones, really lacking in humility, have their portion in the 
same painfully humiliating experiences which are visited 
upon the hypocrites, the tares, those who never were 
Christians at all.

RESPECT FOR GOD AND MEN
------Febbuaby 13 —  Matthew  22 :15 - 22 ; 34-40-------

BESPONSIIUMTIES H U M A N  AND D IV IN E ----BAIS1NG UP  AND  CASTING DOWN H U M A N  P O T E N T A T E S -----QUESTION ON T H E  DIV INE

COM MANDMENTS.

“And ho said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God icith all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and icith all thy 
mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second like unto it is this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.”— Matthew 22:87-39.

PERCEIVING that the teachings of Jesus were influenc­
ing the masses, the worldly-w ise (and spirit-blind) 
scribes and Pharisees, who knew the inconsistencies 

of their own teachings, thought that they could show up as 
Inconsistent the teachings of Jesus. To this end they sent 
among the multitudes some of their followers, to ask ques­
tions and to seek to entrap Jesus, to show the inconsistency 
of the hopes which he was inspiring in the people, and thus 
to discredit him with the multitude. The first o f these was 
to seek to entrap him into saying something that would

prove his disloyalty to the government and thus lend to 
Ills arrest as a seditious person, teaching contrary to 
Caesar’s law of taxation. On the other hand, if  he advo­
cated Caesar’s law, they thought that thus he would antag­
onize the public sentiment.

Jesus had a wisdom from above. In answer to their 
query, “ Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar or not?” he 
replied: “ Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? Show me the 
tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny. And 
he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscrip-
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fion? Anil they say unto him, Ciesnr’s. Then saitli he unto 
them, Render therefore unto Ciesar the things which are 
Csesar’s, and unto God the tilings which are God’s.” No 
wonder lliey marvelled at the answer, and left him! Truly, 
never man spake like this man ; for .Jehovah's image and 
superscription were upon him.

TIMELY TRUTH
Nor can we say tlint the Master merely dodged the ques­

tion shrewdly. Some very rascally men are able to dodge 
questions and to have a laugh at the questioner’s expense. 
Hut in lliis ease the answer was complete— Hie truth, and 
the whole truth, in everj sense of the word fully m harmony 
with all the teachings of the Master. Ills followers were 
instructed not to he seditious, not to be quarrelsome, fault­
finding, hut to he thankful, holy, happy, subject to "the 
powers that ho''. They were to recognize that the powers 
that he ot the kingdoms of Hie present time are ordained of 
God to he in existence until lie himself removes them.

True, indeed, earthly kingdoms are not (toil's kingdoms, 
as they sometimes claim. True, indeed, they frequently 
are usurped empires and powers. True, indeed, they some­
times foster sin, iniquity, unrighteousness, and are largely, 
from outward appearances, the result of human scheming 
and wickedness. Nevertheless, the people of God are to 
recognize that Jehovah is the great Over-Lord; and that 
although it is a part of his program for the present to 
permit a reign of sin and death at the hands of sinful men, 
nevertheless he still exercises such a supervision—of hin­
dering one or advancing the cause of another ruler—as 
justifies the statement that he ordains, authorizes or 
permits these kingdoms. Whatever, therefore, the heavenly 
Father lias authorized or permitted, not one of his obedient 
children should for a moment think of resisting or over­
turning.

The Scriptures declare that God raiseth up and God 
casteth down ; that he has at his disposal myriads who, 
filled with the spirit of anger, hatred, malice, strife, are 
ready, whenever the opportune moment conies, to exercise 
their power and to advance their own selfish interests. 
Whenever, therefore, the Lord wishes to make a change in 
earth's rulersliip and arrangements, he needs only to remove 
the restraining hand of his providence, and forthwith evil 
influences will work the change. As for the people of God, 
they are all exhorted to he peacemakers, promoters of 
righteousness, living peaceably with all men, fully subject 
to the powers that be, recognizing them as of divine ordi­
nation, permission.

In the case of the Roman Umpire, of which Ciesar was 
head, we note that God had prophetically foretold, cen­
turies before, through the prophecy of Jianiel, its rise to 
unniversal dominion. It  was not therefore for Jesus, or 
for any of his disciples, to speak against representatives of 
that Roman power. I f  Rome ruled, Rome needed to be 
supported; and the method of support was, properly

enough, through taxation. IIow just, then, were the words 
of Jesus: "Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar's, and unto God the things which are God’s” ! We 
remember that the .Master himself paid tribute, instructing 
I ’eter, when they had no money, to catch a fish, from whose 
mouth lie obtained the coin necessary for his taxation and 
that of Jesus.

A DOCTRINAL QUESTION
Our lesson also records how one of the Doctors of the 

Law endeavored to entrap the Lord on a question of the 
relatin' importance of the divine commandments, asking 
which Jesus considered the great one of all. The Great 
Teacher prompth di\ided the Ten Commandments into two, 
according to the law (Deuteronomy 0 .  and answered; 
"Thou shall lo\e the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the great 
and first commandment. And a second like unto it is this, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
commandments the whole law hangetli, and the prophets.” 
What could the Lawyer say to such a summarization of the 
law? lie  bail nothing left to say. lie  was answered as 
never before.

The qualities of wisdom, justice, love, and power are fully 
harmonized and unified in the character of our heavenly 
Father, our Creator. In him these qualities are supple­
mental to each other, and in the fullest harmony. And we are 
to strive to incorporate into our own characters these same 
qualities. When we use these terms in reference to mao- 
kind, we tire bound to recognize in how comparatively small 
a degree these character-qualities are possessed by humanity.

We use the terms justice and love as representing char­
acteristics which are more or less imperfect in all mankind. 
We speak of charity, or generosity. This quality, a certain 
manifestation of love, goes beyond mere justice. Here is a 
person to whom we owe a dollar. It is not charity for us 
to pay him that dollar. It  is duty, justice. A  certain 
course would lie right and nothing less than that would be 
right. Certain things are obligatory. Beyond obligation 
would be mercy, compassion, love.

JUSTICE AND MORE
What is our duty toward our neighbors? Suppose that 

the neighbor has fallen into debt or that his life has been 
forfeited. What ought we to do for him? Shall we give 
our lives for his life? Shall we assume his obligation? If  
we were at liberty to do so, considering that we belong to 
Christ, that would lie a very loving deed. It might also be 
just, but it would go beyond the line of mere justice; for 
justice would require merely that we do for our neighbor 
just as wo would have him do for us, i f  our positions were 
reversed. The Golden Rule would measure what we should 
do for our neighbor. I f  after we have done this, we wished 
to do a little more, (his would go beyond the demands of 
justice; it would be love, favor.

THE WISE AND FOOLISH VIRGINS
------F ebruary 20 —  Matthew  25 :1 -13 -------

N O T  A L L  PURE ONES W I S E ----PRESENCE AND  KEVEALMENT OF C H R IS T -----NO SUPERFLUOUS MEMBERS TO T H E  BODY OF CH R IST—

PRESENT OPPORTUNIT IES.

“ M'ateh therefore, for ye know not the day nor the hour."— Ifatthcic 25:13.

IN CONSIDERING this parable, which is supposed to 
have been uttered by our Lord about three days before 
his crucifixion, it is proper to notice, first of all, that it 

lias not been applicable at all times and under all condi­
tions. This is shown by the first word, “Then”—at that 
time— “ the kingdom of heaven shall be likened onto ten 
virgins” . Furthermore, it should be noted that the parable 
does not describe the world in general, but Merely the

“ virgin” class, the church class, the pure ones who have 
left the world, who have come to God througli Christ, who 
have been justified by faith in his blood, and who have thus 
been made prospective members of the kingdom class, the 
bride class. This parable shows, then, that in the end 
of this age a separation, or division, w ill take place, in 
Uie true church of Christ, regardless of what may be the 
attitude of the world or of the nominal church.
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One of the special lessons of the parable is to show that 
among the pure, the wise, the consecrated people o f God, 
there are two classes. For a time these will be all together 
— unseparated, lint in the fuddling of this parable certain 
Circumstances and conditions and truths will develop and 
separate these two classes of saints, virgins.

The parable shows the virgins as sleeping, waiting for the 
coming of the Bridegroom. Apparently, there is no differ­
ence; but really there is a difference— the wiser had a 
larger supply of the oil than had the foolish. Then came 
an announcement of the presence of the Bridegroom and a 
Call to go forth and meet him. This implies that something 
from the prophetic Word at the appropriate time will call 
the att< 'inion of all the virgin class to the presence of 
Messiah. But at the second aihent it will he as at the 
first ad vent, when .lolm said of ,Testis: “Behold there 
Btandetli one among jolt whom \t‘ know not". Wo are not 
to expect the second coming of Christ m the tlesh, lint as a 
spirit being.

PAKOUSIA AND APOCALYPSE

We must remember that the Script arcs outline two disl inct 
tieatures connected witli the second coming. First will come 
the parousia or presence of (lie Lord, recognizable only by 
the wise and foolish virgins. In his parousia or presence he 
will test and prove his church, dividing them into wise and 
foolish virgin classes— the wise virgins to become the bride 
class and the foolish virgins to become the class who will 
experience a second grade of salvation—coming up out of 
great tribulation and becoming the bridesmaids, so to 
speak, “ the virgins, her [the bride's] companions, that follow7 
her”. (Psalm 45:14) These will attain great blessings in 
spiritual life, but fail to gain the prize of joint-heirship 
with die Lord in his throne, in his kingdom.

Later on will come tlie manifestation of Christ with his 
church, in power and great glory, in the setting up o f his 
Messianic kingdom and in the overthrow of everything con­
trary to it. Concerning this manifestation we read: “ When 
Christ . . . shall appear, then shall ye [the bride class] also 
appear with him in glory".—Colossians 3: 4.

It will be in the time of the presence, the parousia, of the 
Son of man, for the gathering of the “ elect” , that all the 
virgins will be awakened by the message of truth. Some 
will be able to appreciate, others will not be able to appre­
ciate his presence. The latter will need to “go and buy” the 
oil, the wisdom, the understanding of the divine Word. It 
will cost some of them considerable of self-sacrifice and 
humiliation to learn their lessons. Such as obtain the oil 
In time will join the party that goes in witli the Bride­
groom to the marriage feast. Then the door to that high 
calling closes for ever.

Thank God that it is not as we once supposed— that the 
door of mercy is to close, shutting out the foolish virgins of 
the church, together witli the whole world of mankind; 
and, as we once supposed, shutting them into eternal tor­
ment. The parable merely shows that the closed door will 
exclude any others from coming into the bride class, to be 
Joint-heirs with Messiah in his kingdom. The door will 
close because the full number elected and predestinated to 
this high honor will have attained the necessary character- 
likeness of Christ and will have stood the necessary testings.

OPPORTUNITY FINALLY PAST

As no one of the Jewish priests could ever serve as High 
Priest if lie had a superfluous finger or toe, it is thus shown 
In the type that the antitypical High Priest, the Messiah, 
will have only a definite, fixed number of members in his 
body— neither one too few nor one too many. Later on, the 
foolish virgins came to the door, but found it for ever shut. 
Th ey  lost the great prize. They were foolish in that they

did not give attention to getting the oil in time; foolish also 
in that they cared too much for the things of this present 
life ; but they were virgins, nevertheless. They finally got 
the oil, which represents the holy spirit, but too late! The 
door was shut! They could not be of the bride class. The 
Master answered : 1 know you not. I  cannot recognize you 
as my bride.

Our Lord concludes the parable with the words: “ Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour". The 
Revised Version omits from verse 13 the words, “ wherein 
the Son of man cometh,” because these are not found in the 
o]ilest Greek MSS. This admits of (lie thought. Ye know 
not ilie day or the hour wlion the door will be hopelessly 
slitil. Watch, because >e know neither the day nor the 
hour in which tills parable will be fulfilled. The watching, 
no doubt, lias boon boncfioial to the Lord’s people all through 
the gospel age, and is still more profitable to the wise 
\irgm class of the present day, because it explains to these 
their eiminislanees, conditions, etc. All of the wise virgin 
<lass should l>o in (lie altitude commanded m tiiis parable: 
they should have a knowledge o f tho fact that the Bride­
groom is coming: they should have lamps and a full supply 
of oil. Those living in this ready condition will he neither 
alarmed nor surprised at tho message when they hear it as 
it is now going forth: Behold tlie Bridegroom is present. 
We are living in the parousia, presence, of the Son of man, 
the wise virgins are already falling into line in the pro­
cession and entering into the marriage; the full number 
will soon be found and the door will be shut. A ll in this 
watching attitude of heart, witli the full measure o f the 
spirit of the Lord in their hearts, will be very quickly 
attracted by the first intimation that the Bridegroom Is 
present. These, trimming their lamps, examining the Scrip­
tures, will quickly discern the truthfulness of the announce­
ment and speedily prepare and take their places with the 
wise virgins. The announcement, the truth upon this 
subject, is indeed a testing, proving which of the professed 
virgins of the Lord will have the oil in their vessels, the 
right spirit of humility, patience, love, devotion, interest in 
tlie tilings of ilie Bridegroom. Such and such only are 
desired by the Bridegroom or will be permitted to enter.

1IEL1* TO THE OIL-PROVIDED

In view of tiiis it is evident that our work in the present 
time is not only to proclaim the Bridegroom's presence but 
to assist those who have the oil in their vessels to trim theil 
lamps. I f  it is not already too late to go to lmy the oil it 
soon will tie, and lienee our special care should be in respect 
to those who have the oil of tlie Lord's spirit but who are 
Still asleep or drowsy and need to have an announcement of 
his presence brought kindly, patiently, perseveringly, to 
their attention.

It  is not the supposition o f the partible that when the 
time comes that the Bridegroom's presence is announced 
the virgins will not know of it. How could they trim their 
lamps and go out to meet him and go in witli him without 
assurance of his presence? Those virgins who realize that 
the Bridegroom lias come, those who have trimmed their 
lamps, those who have joined his procession, are not watch­
ing for his coming, but know o f his presence, because that 
day and hour has come and has not found them unprepared, 
without sufficient oil.

Let us praise God for the blessings and mercies already 
ours, and go on faithfully, rejoicing in tlie light of our 
lamps and in the anticipation o f tlie glorious nuptial feast 
and the later glorious work, with tlie Bridegroom, o f bless­
ing all the families of the earth. lie  that hath this know'- 
edge will by it be separated more and more from the world 
and its spirit, and be gradually more and more transformed 
from glory to glory in the likeness of tlie Bridegroom.
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L o n d o n , O n t ............... ........... ”  7 T i ls o n b u rg ,  O n t ............ 99 1 *

B R O T H E R V .  C . R I C E

T u s c a lo o s a , A l a ....... T u s e u m b ia , A l a .............___ F e b . 1 1
B e ss em er , A l a ........... ...........F e b . 3 C h a t ta n o o g a ,  T e n n .. . 99 1 4
B ir m in g h a m , A la .  . ......... F e b . 4-G G a d sd e n , A l a ..............._ 99 1 8
T r a f io r d ,  A la . . ......... ............ F e b . 7 B o a z , A l a ...................... .. F e b . 1 6 .1 7
C u llm a n , A l a ............. W a ln u t  G ro v e , A la . . . .......F e b . 1 8
A lb a n y ,  A l a ................ ...... ”  10, 13 A n n is t o n ,  A l a ........... . ” 2 0

B R O T H E R C. R O B E R T S
Freder ic ton ,  X. ] t..............Feb. 1 Newcas tle ,  X. B ....... .. .Feb. 9l 10
Xas l iwaak , X. It. •> 9 B u rn t  Church, N .  l i ____Feb .  U
Lxanda le ,  N. It.... ..............  ”  4 Am hers t ,  X. S ............. F e b .  1 4 , 1 8
Si.  John, N. B ...... ( ’h ar lo t te town , P .K . I . ”  15-17
Moncton, X. It . ..... .........  ”  7, 13 P ie tou , X. S ................ ___F e b .  1 9
Canaan, N. I t . ...... ............... Feb. 8 Ste l lar ton ,  N. 5$......—.____”  20

B R O T H E R R .  L .  R O B I E
Chandler,  Okla.. . Bed Itoek, O k la .......... .Feb .  13, U
Druntright , Okla.. 3 ,4 T onk aw a ,  O k la ........._ ____ F e b .  1 4
Bar t le sv i l l e ,  Okla ............... Feb.  G Enid, O k la ................... .Feb. 1 6 , 1 7
W ich i ta ,  Kans.  .. ............Feb.  8, 9 Mineo, O k la ................. ....... F e b .  18
Arkansas,  C ity , Kans .  . .Feb. 10 ( ’ lnckasha, O k la ........ .... . ”  20
R a w ,  Okla. . . . ........ ”  11 W ashita ,  Okla. .... ”  2 1

B R O T H E R  0 >. L .  S U L L I V A N
W indsor .  Ont .............Feb. 1 B a t t l e  Cr<‘ok, M ich .—. .FcSx.8 ,9
Fenton. Mich ”  2 Alb ion.  M id i  ............. ____ F e b .  l O
P h m o u th ,  M id i . . ............. ”  3 A dr ian ,  Mich ............. .....”  i i
Yps i lnn l  i. M ich  . ..............  ”  4 A h o r d t o n ,  Ohio  ...... ”  1 3
Jackson, Mich. ... ........  ”  G Auburn, In d ........ Feb .  14, I B

M 7 . . .. ”  16

B R O T H E R W .  J. T H O R N
Sharon. Pa  .. . ........ Feb.  1, 2 W ash ing ton ,  P a . ....... ____ Fe b .  10
W  Midd lesex , P a ..............Feb. 3 W avnesburg ,  P a . ...... ... ”  11
N ew  Cast le , Pa.. ............. ”  4 P i t tsburgh ,  P a ....... ... .... ”  13
F l lw o o d  City , Pa............  ”  (5 1 Hiqucsne, P a .............
N e w  B r igh ton ,  l 1a ......... Feb. 7, 8 M cK eespor t ,  P a . ...... 15
< ’anonsburg , Pa . ..............Feb. 9 Buena V ista ,  l *a ........ ... ”  1 6

B R O T H E R  T . H .  T H O R N T O N
Chico, C a l .......................  Feb  1, 2 Tuolumne, Ca l ....... . . .F ib .  1 0 ,1 1
Paradise, Cal ............Feb. 3 Stockton, C a l ............. "  3 3 ,1 4
Sacramento,  Cal............ Feb. 5, G San Ba fae l ,  C a l ........ ....... F e b .  15
L od i ,  C a l ............... ............... Feb.  7 Peta lum a,  Ca l ............ ......  ”  16
Modesto ,  C a l ....... .............. ”  8 San ta  Itosa, Cal  .... ... ”  17
Oakdale, C a l ........ N o r th  Va l le jo ,  Cat... ...... "  18

BROTHER W. A. THRUTCHLET

Klv r ia .  Ohio  .............. ”  9 ( ’ rest line, Oh io ............. . .... ”  9
W e l l in g ton .  Ohio.  . .. ........ ”  3 Shdhv ,  Ohio ......... .. ” 10
Spencer, Oh io ............. .......  ”  4 Verm il ion ,  O h i o ....... ..... ”  11
Ash land, Ohio G Sandusky. Ohio la
Mansfie ld, Ohio .. .. ........  ”  7 P o r t  C linton. Ohio.. 14

B R O TH E R  S. H. TO U TJIAN
Soalv. T e x . ............. .. Jan 30 San F o n l u ’c, To*,. .. ..... F e b .  T
Corpus Christi , Tex . ... .Feb. 3 ,9 Mathis , T e x ........ ....... 1 0
Bobstown, T e x  . . "  •> Simmons, Tex 11
Kingsv  i lh ‘, rPex. .. . ”  3 San Anton io .  Tex . Feb. 13, 1 4
H ar l in gen .  Tex . 4 Bandera, T e x ____ 1 6
M cA l len ,  T e x ............. ....... M G T arp le v ,  T e x  . I T

BRO TH ER G. YOUNG
O xdr i f t ,  Ont .......... Feb.  1 Braeebr idge.  Out Feb 7 1 , 1 6
T im mins .  (P i t  . .. . ...... ”  3 O r i l l ia .  Ont . . . Feb .  1 4
M albeson , Ont ”  4 M idland. Ont. ... 1 5
X(*w L iskeard ,  Out. ”  G F im va le .  ( hit. . 1 6
H a i le vb u rv ,  Ont. ... .. Feb  7, 8 Barrie , Ont. . I T
No rth  Bav ,  Ont. . . . .. ”  9, 10 To ron to ,  Our... ”  1 8

B R O TH E R  L. F. Z IN K
Davenport ,  l a ............ ......... Feb.  1 Keosan<|ua, Ta. . Feb .  0 , 1 0
P o rk  Island, III....... ”  9 Moulton. Ia . ............ Fe b .  11
Moline, 111................. .......  ”  3 Pes Moines, ia .*........ Fet>. 1 3 , 1 4
Muscatine, la .......... . ”  4 Indianola, Ia........ ... .... ”  15
Iowa City, la ........... ........  ”  G Chariton, Ia .............. ......  ”  i e
Burlington, la .......... ......Feb.  7, 8 Red  Oak, l a ............. -  B3


