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“I will stand upon my watch and will set my food
upon the Tower, and will watch to see what He will
say unto me, and what answer I shall make to them
that oppose me.’—Habakkuk 2: 1.

Upon the earth distress of nations with {);;-plexit 7; the sea and the waved (the restless, discontented) roaring; men’s hearts failinﬁ them for fear and for looking te
T

the things coming upon the earth (society); for the powers of the heavens (ecclesiasticam) shall be shaken. . . When ye ses th i Ppass
Xnow that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Looit up, lift up your hends, rejoice, for your redemption draweth nig .—ehedat?em:axg‘;' l\t/iiﬂ? ltg:;l)o‘;nl.;utl?a 21 :'2&3;3.n




THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

II1S journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or ‘“Seminary Extension”, now being
presented 1n all parts of the civilized world by the WaTcH Tower BIbLE & TrRACT Sociery, chartered A. D, 1884, “For the Pro-
motion of Christian Knowledge”, It not only serves as a class room where Dible students may meet in the study of the dn ine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s conventions and of the
coming of 1ts traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrimns’, and refreshed with reports of its conyentions,

Onr “Derean Lessons™ are topieal rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s puhlished STUbpIes most entertainingly arranged, and very
gelptul to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dev Minister (V. D, M), which translated
ato Bnghsh as Mouaster of God’s Waord., Our treatwent of the Tnternational Sunday Nchool Lessons is specially for the older Bible
students and teachers. By suome this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands flrmly for the defense of the only true foundution of the Christian's hope now being so generally repudiated
—redemption through the precious hlood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himselt @ tansom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for
all”. (1 Peter 1:195 1 Timothy 2:6) Duilding up on this sure foundation the wold, sthver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 33 11-
155 2 Peter 1 :5~]1) of the Word of «{od, it~ turther mission is to “make all see what s the fellowship of the mvstery which. . .has
ocen Iud i God, L L to the intent that now nught be made known hy the cehurch the manitold wisdom of God”—"which 1 other ages
aas not made known unto the sons of men as it iy now reveuled”.— Liphesian~ 3159, 10,

It stands free from all parties, seets and ereed< of wen, while it sechs more and wore to bring it< every utterance into fullest
subrection 1o the will of God in Christ, ax eapressed m the holy Sceiptures T is thus tree 1o dedlare holdly  whatsooever the Lord
sath spoben- wecordimg to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understana Ias ntverances. Tis articide 1 not dogmati, but eontident
o1 we hnow whercol we athrny, treading with ampliett farth upon the sure promises of Gode Boas Tield as a trust, to he used anty i s
~ervioe s henee onr decsions relative to what may and what may not appear o its cotimis must he aceording to our judgment of hisg
zoved pleasire, the teneliing of his Word, for the upbuilding of s people in grace and hnowledee,  And we not only mvite but urge our
coiders to prove all its wtterances by the intallible Woid to which reference v constantly made (o facilitate such testing,

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

Chat the church is “the temple of the Tiving God”, peculiarly “his worhmanshup , that tts construetion has heen in progreess throushout
the zospel age—ever simee Christ beeame (he world’s Redeemer and the Chiet Corner Xtone ot s temple, throvsle which, when
fiushed, God's'blessing shall come “to all people”, and they fmd aecess (o lume—1 Cormthians 3:16, 173 Ephesins 2120 22,
Cenesis 280145 Galatians 5,20,

Ihat meanthme the chiseling, <h: lplnh, and polishing of consecrated helievers in Christ's atonement tor sin, progresses; and when the
last of these “hiving stones", “olect and precions,” shall haye been made 1eady, the great Master Worknan will home all together
m the first resurrection ; and the tmnplu shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throushout
the AiHlenmum.—Revelation 15: 58,

Chat the hasis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for crery
man.”’ “a ransom for all,” and will he “the true light which lighteth erery man that cometh mto the world”, *im due tine’.—
Hebrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6.

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he i<’ he “partakers of the divine nature’, and share his
ciory as his jomnt-heir.—-1 John 3:2; John 17.24; Romans 8 .17; 2 Peter 1 L

Chat (he present mission of the church is the perfeeting of the saints for the fufure work of service: to develop in herself every
srace; to be God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be Kings and priests 1n the next age—Iphesinns 4:12; Matthew 24;
1t Revelation 1: 65 20:6,

That the hope lor the world lies in the blessings of knowledze and opportunity fo he brought to all by Christ’s lillennial kinzdom, the
testitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient. at the hands of therr Redeemer and his glorihed chureh,
when all the wilfully wicked will he dc,stroycd.~A<'ts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35.

PupLISHED BY STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTUIES

WATCH TOWER BIBLE CTTRACT SOCIET) These STUpIEs are recommended to students as veritable Bible

A keys, discussing topically every vital doctrine of the Dible. DMore
124 COLUMB'A HEIGHTS oo BROOKLYN- Ny USA thun eleven million copies are in eirculation, i nieteen languages,

FoRKIGN OFFICEs:  Brifish- 34 Craven Terrace, Lancaster Gate, Two sizes are issued (in English only) @ the regular maroon cloth,

London W 2, Canadin: 270 Dundas St, W, Toronto, Ontariog zold stamped odition on dull fimish paper (size 5”x7:7), and the
.‘1”\1]111!!\!1“! 445 Collins St Melbourne, Australia; Sowth Afri- maroon cloth poeket edition on thin paper (size 47x62”): both
can: 123 Pletn ¥t, Cape Town, South Armea stzes are printed from the same plates, the difference being 1 the
i AL Abbriss TiE Sn(lux AN ]‘A\ERY CANE. . nreins : both sizes are provided with an appendix of catechistice
e - - " "7 T juestions for comvenient class use. Doth editions uniform in priee.
YEARLY bUBSCRIPTION PRICE. U'N1Ti i Rn Arns, $1.00 (‘\N\D\ AND
MISCELIANEOUS FORRIGN, $150, Groar 1.1\11\11\, AUSTRALASIA, Sreips 1,0 “The Divine Plan of the tges,” giving outline of the
AND SOUTH AFRICA, Sy '\ll“'li(‘-l“ remittances should he made divine plan revealed in the Bible, relating to man’s redemption and

;" ‘I \II‘“';\ “"] ]"{"“] Mone "l”’\‘l""‘ ;” by DBunk t?": [t (;”":;;‘;“‘l‘l“; restitution 1 350 pages, plus indexes and appendizes, 75e. Magazine
ritish outh Flean, g ustralastan remittances shoule PR cocurahle by . P yano-Norw ogi:
ll‘l:ldl‘ to hanch oipces ontn Remattances from sceattered foreign ‘~t!l“mlhh"110.1-91‘1\('[1:” },‘I(::'(nlll-ll‘rllhl((;;:xl.-i'\'.illil':].IAl‘:ll(;:l:;:l] l]n[.lnlml-:lei:lltlm\I‘Txflli'lllr;'
territory mey be made to the Brooklyn oflice, but by International Lintish, o i, R i . i 1o Llian,
L - ’ Polish, Roumanian, Slovak, Npamish, Swedish, and Ukrainman;

Postal Money Orders only. : . sw
(I'(nrmn transtations of !Im Jowrnal appear in seneral lnnmmqre) regular cloth style, price umtorm with English.

N JERTES “r i 4, treats of the manner and
Eddonalcommt”m' Thi» mm‘nzl is published under ihe M””‘”N(m tin?«f‘l:::'ih{'LI 1)17111‘1: w{::-:]»’:dI:wn(:l{l1|I~[a:lu[1v1\n(1:»;?1‘1: the [hble testimony
of an editorial commitioe, ut least three of whom have read and ‘) ‘ N nin=. ; =] ) nm
approved as truth cach and every article appearing in these columns, on this subject: 3083 pages, 75¢ Obtainable in Dano-Norwegian,
i 9 LOTIN S Yolix . I '
The n:mws of the whtmn] commiftee are: J. . Rurnnerony, Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish,

W. ., Van Aspenon, 1L RoBISON, G 11 Fisieg, 13 W. BRENISEN, Serigs I, “Thy Kingdom Come,” considers prophecies which
g’gg:t;to f{'eL';’d;f_el‘;““’;le‘%gE‘b’fogtgg';ﬂts who, bylll'elSSOHOf]dgggZ?{t%g;e; I mark events connected with “the tine of the end”, the glotification
or adlversity, na oy 18 jJournal, wi be supplie L2 {abgl} - N o R R . L3 N .

ostal card each May stating thair case and requesting such provision.  We are not of the chureh and the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom ; it

on y willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually and in touch with the also contains a chapter on the Great Pyraniid of gy pt, showing its
Berean studics. corroboration of certain Bible teachings @ 350 pages, 75¢. Furmshed
Notice to Subscribers: J7o do not, s arule, senda card of acknawledgment forarenemalor  also 1n Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

within e month by change In expiration date, as shown cn  wrapper label,

P SERrIES IV, “The Battle of Armageddon,” shows that the disso-
En ond klyn, N ¥, Fast, der the B d, . ’ N ’
hrcdﬂlS«! ClauMa.zurathao yn. ‘ostoffice under the Act of March srd, 18°9. Iution of the present order of tings is in progless and that all of

the human panaceas offered are yvalueless to avert the end predicted

POCKET (“KERATOL”) G OUT OF STOCK in the Dhable. It contains a speetl and extended treatise on our

In response to inquiries concerning the pocket edition, cloth Lord's great prophecy of Matthew 24 and also that of Zechariah

bound ‘“Finished Mystery” books (sometimes called “Keratol”) we 14:1 -9 606 pages, Sbe. Also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, Greek,
advise that they are out of stock and are expected to be out of German, and Swedish.

stock for some time to come. However, there are plenty of the

regular edition, cloth bound copies to be had, and these are much SERIES V, “The Atonement Between God and Man,” treats an all

superior for reading purposes—the printing from the other side not important subject, the center around which all teatures ot divine

showing through as is unavoidably the case with thinner paper, grace revolve. This topic deserves the most caretul consideration

on the part of all true Christians: 618 pages, 85c.  I'rocurabla

a likewise in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek, and Swedish,
ByMeans of «TABERNACLE SHADCWS Sasies
y

Chapter IV: “The Great Day of Atonement’’
Week of Mar. 6 . . Q.43-47 Week of Mar. 20 . . Q.53-57
Week of Mar. 13 . . Q.48.52 Week of Mar. 27 . . Q.58-62 Skries VII, “The Finished Mystery,” consists of a verse-by-verse

N v rnacle Shadows, with questions and notes, 25¢ each | explanation of the Bible books of Revelition, §0ng of Solomon,
ew Taberna Sha ’ ¢ ’ and Ezekiel: 608 pages, ilinstrated, $1.00 in cloth, 20c in

magazine edition—Ilatter treats Revelation and Ezekiel only.

SErIEs VI, “The New Creation,” deals with the creative week
] (Genesis 1, 2), and with the church, God's new creation. It
!

examines the personnel, organization, rites, ceremonies, obligations,
and hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members
of the body of Christ: T30 pames, 85e Supplied also in Dano-
Norwegian, ¥Finnish, German, and Swedish.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

be deprecated as habit«. There have alwavs heen

things which could justly be complained of and
with which faull could he found. I'rom the time of
Cain down to Cicero, who exelaimed in the Roman
Senate, & mores, (4 tempores (O times, O customs),
down through the gospel age there have been plentv of
complainers.  DBut, on the other hand, there is no
object in hiding onc's head in the sand and in disre-
garding the actual conditions which exist in the world.
Yet, even while recognizing them, there would be small
excuse for dwelling upon such conditions at all were
they not in the nature of sign-posts enabling us to iden-
tify the place where the human family is on its journey.
Did we not believe that the unspeakably better things
of Messiah's kingdom were just ahead we would better
remain silent.

Many are the voices which speak of regrettable con-
ditions in the earth, though but few writers identify the
present conditions with the near establishment of the
golden age. We are glad to find some of this stamp.
Below we make several quotations from The Signs of
the T'imes, which bears on its editorial page the word-
ing: “A champion of the Bible, God-breathed, complete,
& perfect rule of life; advocating a return to the simple
gospel and a preparation for his imminent second ap-
pearing”. ¥rom one of its comprchensive reviews of
present conditions in Christendom we take the following
excerpts:

FAULTFINJ)ING and complaining are certainly to

THIS JAZZ GENERATION

“Qur times are out of joint. They rattle. With loose
and dislocated frames we go stumbling and falling from
one humiliation to another, from one catastrophe to a
worse one. In this the notable Year of Peace, Strikes, and
Profiteers, we discover ourselves in a worse case than the
oldest of us has ever known, than the most truthful of our
chronicles ever have recorded.

“We are immersed in times whose coming we made pos-
sible but did not foresee; and if we follow the course of all
the previous generations, we shall continue our present way
until we come smash up against some Cosmic—*Thus Far,
and No Farther!”

“This is a jazz generation. The multitudinous wheels of
its enterprises have somehow gotten into its head, and we
tive to the whir and sleep to the hum of machinery to
which long ago we lost the steering wheel, and now the
brake is gone. We are joy-riders on a rutted turn-pike
whoee terminus is a wady marsh.”

An astute American statesman once said that “the
best government possible is an absolute despotism, if
you can find a good despot”. Just such an arrangement
a8 this Jehovah has in store. He recognizes the need of

humamty in this respect.  But hwman despotisms and
autoeracies are seldom productive of either peace or
happuiess. No power should ever be more ahsolute than
the wisdom directing that power is profound and the
love of that tyrant proven. These conditions are not
met in any human monarch, but they will be perfectly
met in him who so loved mankind that he gave himself
in furtherance of the divine purposes to bless and to
uplift them to true and lasting happiness.

THE PEOPLE’S LIKE FOR TYRANNY

During the last few years all careful observers have
noted an unusually strong tendency on the part of the
ruling classes to take to themselves more power than was
intended by those who chose them. But in this matter
the people themselves are equally to blame with their
rulers. Rulers do not long resist the well crystallized
wishes of the people. If the people’s rights have been
abstracted it is largely because the people have been
willing to have them abstracted. In ¢ll the world there
is hardly a more pronounced characteristic than the
disposition to dodge responsibility. Anyone who is
willing to assume responsibility, whether his motives be
pure or mixed, will soon find himself swamped with
opportunities for service. T'his rule holds good in the
aflairs both of the world and of the church. In the
world, however, willingness to assume responsibility may
be largely traceable to sclf-confidence; while in the
affairs of the true church, willingness to assume respon-
sibility in any successful way must be traceable to faith
in the Lord’s disposition and ability to give the necded
help, strength, and guidance.

Referring to this matter of recent tyranny in Chris-
tendom, the above mentioned publication says:

“The war gave us a taste of tyranny, and we like it; we
ask for more. Not the practice of tyranny, for the war did
not pass the power of the tyrant to the people; but the
burden of tyranny. We have been told what to do so long
that we are still looking for some one to tell us what to do.
QOur bankruptcy of initiative is proved by our inane waiting
for ‘the government’ to do it, and we little reck that the
government is composed of a handful of individuals like
ourselves, involved in the same perplexity and helplessness.
Take the human components of government one by one, and
what are they? Not supermen. Men like ourselves. One
in many a leader. The remainder mere clerks and priests
of the ritual of legislative procedure. We want to be tyran-
nized over for our good, but there is not enough good
tyranny available in the governments for that.”

CRAZE FOR CLOTHES
Some reference is then made to clothing as an object
19
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or aim in life, rather than as a means to an end. “Self-
expression” is the idol to which many people now bow
themselves, when “self-control” is one of the things most
needed to be rigorously applied:

“More wives of workingmen are themselves working today
than ever before—for clothes! More families are stinting
themselves on housing and food and spiritual culture than
ever before—for clothes! Astute observers can very accu-
rately foretell the arrival of a domestic break-up simply by
observing the barometer of-——clothes! Many young men are
hindered of marriage, more young women are unfitting
themselves for marriage, because of the common, insane
devotion to—clothes! The overall and gingham protest
would be one of the most healthful signs of the times, if
it meant anything, but like many other movements of
promise it will dwindle out as a passing fad. The ‘art of
doing without' is not an American accomplishment.”

All of these items are given as proofs that something
more than merely superficial changes have come into
human experience. The human family this side of
Eden has never been solidly and truly for Jechovah.
Cain headed the list of the proud and self-sufficient
before the flood ; Ham and Cush and Nimrod stand at
the head on this side. No candid and observing person
would say that such characters have not been plentiful ;
but our present contention is that the relatively large
margin of reverentially inclined people has been reduced
to a thinner and thinner line. The germ of irreverence
has invaded the social organism to an extent never
before experienced. Things on the ontward surface may
seem not greatly different from what they were fifty years
or twenty years ago. DBut subtle inner changes have
taken place in the tissues of both public and private
life. Not only has a genreralized reverence for God, as
& Supreme Being interested in human welfare, dimin-
ished, but also the other phases of reverence have de-
clined. Men have lost that form of reverence which
goes to produce self-respect. Reverence for work has
very largely disappeared.  Reverence for faith, for
marriage, for childhood, have all suffered greatly within
the last twenty years.

“And this jazz generation demands an impossible thing:
it says, ‘Show us how we can buck this thing through on
the present plan’. It cannot be done. There is no thorough-
fare along this way. The fateful Hand is raised, ‘Thus Far,
and No Farther!” Not only is there no road—there is no
land! We must go back to the place where we lost the

road. This is all that the prophets can tell us; and because
it i8 all, we refuse to heed them.”

MORAL VALUE OF THE WAR

Added to the foregoing words are keen-sighted
remarks by the World Crisis, some of which follow:

“The much heralded ‘new day’ and ‘new world’ that were
to follow the war, seem as remote as ever, and that cher-
ished dream of optimism threatens to melt away in dis-
appointment like a mirage of the desert.”

As to the moral value of the great World War, our
own words might be looked upon as prejudiced. Before
the war came we believed that it would have a debasing
eflect ; while the war was on we saw plenty of evidences
to sustain this view; and now that the greatest war
fronts are quiet we still think our Bible-illumined vision
was correct. But those who would be inclined to throw
out our testimony would be obliged to admit that of

BROOKLYN, N, X,

Mrs. Margot Asquith, wife of the long-time prime
minister of England. In recently published Memoirs
Mrs. Asquith said concerning the much-boasted uplift-
ing power of the World War:

“I can only speak from my own experience, I have never
met a single person who has been improved by this war,
The extravagant are more extravagant, the cranks are
crankier, the backbiters more spiteful, the rich more
frightened, the poor more restless, the clergy more con-
fused, and the government more corrupt. The clever novels
of the day are fatiguingly indecent, and there is more
nakedness, levity, blasphemy, and materialismm than I have
ever seen before.”

THE INTRICATE FINANCIAL QUESTION

Concerning the industrial and financial phases of the
present distress, the 1World Crisis continues:

“A world situation has developed that is so widespread,
involved and complicated, that no mind can fully compre-
hend its multiform ramifications. Nations are involved,
and with selfish interests that unfortunately have developed
and fostered distrust of each other, and jealousies that seem
to grow in bitterness.

“Interwoven in this pulsing fabric of national interests,
are the industrial and commercial rivalries that add fuel
to the flame. Indeed these interests, especially the scramble
to corral and control those commodities, as coal, iron, oil
and other things, are deeply interwoven in the contending
national rivalries. They have been among the leading causes
of war in the past, and their potency to ferment further
trouble is very great.

“A further contributing cause to a situation that seems
to get more tense and dangerous, is the part that must be
played by national and international finance. The full
hearing of this element in the world’s troubles is altogether
beyond the apprehension of ordinary minds. Domestie
finance, within one’s own country, in its complex relation to
all other domestic questions, constitutes a difficult and
bhaflling study. When this fabric of finance is extended into
a world system that touches peoples and every phase of
human life, only master minds can grasp the complex work-
ing of so vast a system. But nothing in modern life more
closely touches personal and society problems, nor is there
a more vital factor in influencing the course and action of
nations,

“The financial situation in our modern world problems is
under a terrible strain from the vast war debts that have
Leen imposed on the nations. Even the interest on some of
these debts is proving a staggering burden under the ex-
haustion of the World War. At least some of the nations
have asked for more time, and our own country is waiting
interest on its vast foreign loans, and the obligations are
thus grewing larger.

“A few weeks ago an international financial conference
was held in Brussels. One outcome of the deliberations of
these leading financiers and government experts, was this
official declaration :

“Three out of every four countries, represented in this confer
ence, and eleven out of twelve Furopean countries, anticipate a
deficit the present year.

“Though about two years have passed since the war closed,
Great Britain is the only European nation that has lowered
its debt. And while there is some excuse for the continental
countries, by reason of their war losses, even these
countries, especially their gayer cities, as Paris, Vienna, and
Berlin, have been centers of riotous and shameful expendi-
ture. They could well have paid the interest on their war
debts by a soberer and wiser use of money.

“The most disquieting feature of the Brussels report is
the claim that a large part of the present expenditure of
national revenues is for armaments and preparation for
further war., This has drawn from the Brussels gathering



JaNvary 15, 1921

the following oflicial declaration: *L'his conference desires
1o aflirm with the greatest emphasis that the world cannot
afford this expenditure”

Mr. 0. I'. Austin, statistician of the National City
Bank of New York, gives a few very informative figures
concerning the world’s financial condition in  the
monthly publication, The Americas, of the hank with
which he is associated. First he calculates the debts of
all countries and colonies ol the world m the year 1700
as slizhtly over one billion dollars (one thousand mil-
lion, British reckouing), and as only two billions five
hundred millions at the beginning of the Napoleonic
wars in 1793. e figures that that colossal military
undertaking brought the world’s indebtedness up to
about seven billion dollars—in 1816—then speaks of
the increase of indehtedness as follows:

“In the thirtv-eight years of comparative peace which
followed the Napoleonie wars the advance was compara-
tively slow, the world total standing at about $8,500,000,000
at the beginning of the Crimean War in 1854, In the twenty
vears which included the Crimean, the American Civil, and
the Franco-Prussinn wars, the period of 1854 to 1874, world
national dehts increased 150 percent, advancing from $8,500,-
000,000 in 1834 to $22.000,000,000 in 1874, Then came au
forty-year period, which included not only the Spunish-
American, the Briti<h-Boer, the Balkan, and the Russo-
Japanese wars, but also large expenditures for the creation
and maintenance of big standing armies and navies, as well
as the construction of railways and telegraphs, many of
them by national governments or through aid granted by
them ; and in that forty-year period, 1874 to 1914, national
debts again doubled, standing, at the beginning of the great
European war, at approximately $44,000,000,000. Then
came the great Kuropean war, with its enormous armies
aggregating 30,000 (0 men; its transportation of men, mu-
nitions, and food supplies across great oceans; its use of
new devices for destruction on land and sea, in the air, and
beneath the oceans; and the additions to national debts
made thereby advanced by leaps and bounds, at a rate
‘hitherto unheard of in any of the earlier wars, which sink
into insignificance when compared with the magnitude in
this one in which a dozen nations participated; and in the
six vears from its beginning in 1014 to the present time,
world indebtedness grew from $44,000,000,000 to approxi-
mately $2635,000,000.000, an actual increase in six years of
over $200,000,000,000, as against an average of a little more
than $1.000,000,000 per annum in earlier yvears.”

“THE WISDOM OF THEIR WISE MEN”

Any words of ours on the financial situation would
be futile and unnecessary.  But we recall the fact that
God’s Word attributes the distress of nations in very
large measure to the priestly and clerical classes. Doubt-
less they are a hundred times ax much to blame as any
other classes in Christendom. And sinee Jehovah places
the blame there. we feel entirely secure in leaving it
just where he puts it.

And when we are hrought into contact with some of
the utterances of great ceclesiastics we are not surprised
to dizcover that the lLord is displeased with them, nor
are we astonished to discover that mankind is lost in
the fog. In a recent issue of the Century Magazine
Gilbert Murray, regius professor of Greek in Oxford,
England, gave expression to several ideas which show
the ground trodden by the higher critic. His article,
headed, “Satanism and the World Order,” condemns
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severely all individuals and movements that venture the
siggestion that the world in which we live is not on the
whole a very good one, one {o be desired and defended,
Yhile finding fault with those who think something
better 1s coming, he does not spare the divinely guided
writer of the Apocalypse, the Dook of Revelation, who
foresaw the frightful ewlmination of the régime of sin
and who foretold the inauguration of a new era under
the direction of Christ Jesus himself, Professor
Murray attributes John’s remarks to the spirit of
“Satanism™ and says that it is “diametrically opposed
to the teaching of almost all the great moral systems®,
In his treatize he mentions as champions of these great
moral systems such men as “Plato and Aristotle and
the Stoies, St. Augustine and Thomas Aquinas, Kant
and J. S. Mill and Comte and T. H. Green™.

We shall be quite willing to admnit that the views of
these men are diametrically cpposed to those of the
Apostle John: and of the heloved Lot whom he repre-
sented. But concerning the much-looked-for change of
heart in the nations of the world Professor Murray is
obliged to admit that the war has not helped man
upward. He says:

“I see few signs so far of a change of heart in public
things in any nation in the world, few signs of any rise in
the standard of publie life and a great many signs of its
lowering. Some actions of great blindness and wickedness,
the sort of actions which leave one wondering whether
modern civilization has any spiritual content at all to dif-
ferentiate us from savages, have been done not during the
war, but since the war is over. ... I believe firmly that
unless the world order is affected by this change of heart,
the world order ix doomed. Unless it abstaing utterly from
war and the causes of war, the next war will destroy it.”

It is difficult to understand how a man with the
intellectual insight possessed by Professor Murray ean
make a statement of this kind and still say in the same
artiele:

“The organized life of mankind is on the whole organized
for cond, and the great pilgrimage of the spirit of man from
the beginnings of history onward has been on the whole not
only @ movement from ignorance to knowledge, from collect-
ve hmpotence to colleetive power, from poverty of life to
richness of life, but also in some profound sense a pilgrim-
age from lower to higher,”

Jt would he <t1ll more difticult to understand how he
could be ~o confused did not the Apostle tell us that
“the god of thix world hath blinded the minds of them
that helieve not™. These wise men of the world cer-
tainly “helieve not™: for if there iy one teaching more
than another which the evolutionists and “liheral theo-
logians™ of the day will not brook. it is the Bible
teaching concerning the inherent imperfections and sin-
fulness of man.  The Prophet Isaiah’s statement, “We
are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses
ave as filthy rags,” and that of the Pralmist David,
“There is none that doceth good, no not one,” are abso-
Iutely unwelcome in the camp of the new theology. They
are more than unwelcome: they are unceremoniously
thrust out.

FORCED ADMISSIONS OF TRUTH

But even one of these evolutionists and friends of
higher crities, Mr. B. Z. Stambaugh, writing in the
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Christian Century, is forced to acknowledge some of the
truths of the New Testament. He says in part:

“God is making it clear that he has no longer any use for
a human race that lives by the law of selfishness. I honestly
believe that—as it may have happened before on this
planet—mankind is doomed to extinction, like the ornitho-
sauri and pterodactyl, if he persists in living under the old
law of sin and death. I am beginning, of late, to sec more
of the jundamental truth in St. Paul's sayings as to the
sinfulness of the ‘natural man’. . .. Unless the race shall
goon humiliate itselt—unless the great tragedies of the war
ghall soon have taught us the lessons of self-sacrifice—this
magnificent material civilization of which we are so proud
will destroy itself all over the world, as it already shows
gigns of doing. . . . Science and philosophy, after all their
complacency of a few years ago, are now gasping with
dismay at finding that, in freeing man from the walled
towns of the Middle Ages, they have led him into the appal-
ling labyrinth of the ‘Muddle Ages'.”

That the world is experiencing “a day of darkness
and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick dark-
ness,” therc can be no doubt. And those who are
familiar with the divine Word are equally sure that the
cause for this condition lies in the {act that Christen-
dom’s philosophers, its scientists, its theologians, and
its moral leaders have largely. almost universally, re-
jected the Bible as the inerrant Word of God. If testi-
mony on this point is necessary we cite a recent and
largely-heralded statement of Canon 1. . Barnes,
F. R. 8., made in a sermon preached to the British
Association at Cardiff, Wales.  Among other things
Canon Barnes said, as reported in the Manchester

Guardian:

“THE UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR PRUDENT MEN”

“Phe Adam and I0ve narratives are generally regarded by
scholars as unhistorieal.  Through the work of George
Smith and others they know them to be derived from the
primitive folk-lore of the Luphrates valley, It is, moreover,
generally agreed that the book of Genesis is a compilation
in which earlier work« have been rather drastically edited
and comhbined by a relatively late priestly writer. This
writer and his predecessors deserve much credit for the way
in whiclhi they purified the earlier legends from polytheism
and grossness, They have left inconsistencies and obscur-
ities. There are fragcments of two somewhat opposed
accounts of the creation, The part played by the tree of life
in the fall story must have been more important in earlier
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versions of the myth, as Sir James Frazer has pointed out
in his delightful ‘Folk-lore in the Old Testament’.”

Theologians know that the use made by St. Paul of the
fall story belongs to a kind of rabbinical scholasticism which
arose not long before the Christian era.”

The Canon involves practically all his confreres im
the same view when he says that “there has been no
serious attempt by any scholar or divine of eminence to
deny man’s animal ancestry or to defend the fall as a
historical fact”. Continuing, he says:

“Some Christians of an older generation who confuse
inspiration and infallibility have been distressed; the
younger people are thankful to be free from fetiers to thelr
faith which had become intolerable. A more intelligent use
of the DBible and an increased regard for the New Testa-
ment should result from increased certainty that the differ-
ent books vary profoundly as regards age, composition, and
historical value, and it may be expected that a generation
convinced that the new knowledge leaves the essentials of
the Christian faith unharmed will arise as soon as the neces-
sury manuals are provided for clergy and Sunday schoeol
teachers,

“There is perhaps some reason to fear that insistence om
the allegorical value of the fall story will yet do harm.
Youth in its arrogance tlends to regard an allegory as an
cecclesiastical synonym for a falsehood which it is inexpedi-
ent to deny. Great care must be taken not to offend our
vounger people by ignoring their demand for absolute
straightforwardness.  Within a limited range the fall is a
zood allegory. The first ape-man who was disloyal to his
rudimentary sense of right and wrong ‘fell’ through his
disloyalty. Yet the allegorical limitations of the fall story
are many. Death did not come into the world through
human xin. There was no first man made in the image of
God.  Ncienee postulates some tribal group in whom human
rationality began to dawn. Iluman labor is part of the
divine scheme by which progress is achieved; sin adds to
it, but no cursing of the ground followed from man’s diso-
Ledience to God.”

In a letter addressed to the Manchester Guardian
relative to the statements by Canon Barnes one T.
Wiglev, writing from the Trinity Congregational
Church, Swinton (Iing.), shows that these views are
not confined strictly to Anglican clerics. He eloses his
Ietter with the words:

“Ifor anyone to attempt to base religion on such fall-
myths, or to set them above the fuacts of evolution, is as
irreligious as it is unscientific. It is time that the developed
moral sense of the twentieth century reacted upon, and
leveled up, many of its religious ideas.”

REPORT OF AUSTRALASIAN BRANCH

Drar BRETHREN:

It is with feelings of deep gratitude to God that 1
submit the report of the Australasian Branch for the
year just ended. I am pleased to be able to report a
substantial increase in the output of nearly all lines of
our publications, the number of STUDIES sold being
more than double that of last ycar.

A gratifying increase is noticeable in almost every
other line of activity. We are very grateful to God for
the opportunities which have come to usand that are still
with us; and we have sought by his assisting grace to
make the most of these opportunities for the cause we
love and to the service of which we have devoted our

lives. The work in this part of the field continues to
enjoy the Lord’s favor, and the brethren everywhere
arce ag busy as hees in clover.

A prominent feature of the work during the past year
has been 1he extension work. This work has been gener-
ally taken up by the dear brethren from one end of the
Commonwealth to the other. Loyally and diligently
have they responded to our exhortations along that line
and the Lord has been pleased to reward their zeal and
devotion to his service by granting them great blessing
in his work.

We are glad to have the opportunity of proclaiming
the glorious kingdom message, “millions now living will
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never die”. Indeed, that has been our message continu-
ously for the past two years, both orally and by the
printed page.

We are delighted in this work to have the able assist-
ance of our dear Pilgrim Brother MacP’herson, who
arrived about the middle of September and who is even
now touring Australia telling out the glad news to
erowded houses everyvwhere.  We had hoped to have
Brother Rutherford for thix work but we are grateful
to him for sending such an able substitute.

We have all learned to love Brother MacPherson very
much and shall be loath to part with him ; but if he goes
we still hope that Brother Rutherford may be able to
come, =0 that hiz voice may be heard in Australia.

Just at present we arc thoroughly advertising the
public lecture to he given in Mecelbourne on “Millions
Now Living Will Never Dice™,
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We are awaiting the arrival of our consignmert of
the special issue of THE GoLpEN AGE which has been
diztributed in other lands and which is calculated to
throw some light on the Babylonish situation. We
would ask an interest in yvour prayers that we may be
kept alert and faithful and that we may have the great
privilege of heing nsed in his dear service right up to
the end of the way, now close at hand.

We desire to assure you of our continued love and
losalty and our carnest desire to cobperate with you in
every hranch of the Nociely’s activities; for we fimly
helieve that in doing so we are serving the Lord. Pray-
g for voir the Lord’s gaidance and blessing always and
assuring you of my love in the Lord and constant re-
membrance at the throne of grace, I am,

Your hrother and co-laborer, Wi, W. JOUNSTON.

EUROPEAN TOUR

[CONTINUED |

VERY Christian who visits Palestine has a desire
to see Bethlechem. Aside {from Jerusalem, prob-
ably no xpot in all of God'x land is so dear to the

hearts of Christian people as~ DBethlehem, sometimes
called the city of David, It was in this place that Ruth
lived, where zhe met Boaz and became his wife, he first
huving redeemed her. DBoaz. a type of Christ; Ruth, a
type of the church; and her field which he redeemed, a
type of the world in general, constitute a bheautiful
picture of important events in the development of the
Lord’s great plan,

Jesse was a grandson of Boaz; and David, for whom
the city was alterward called. wax a great grandson. 1t
was in the vicinity of DBethlehem that David kept the
flocks of his father, Jesse. It was in the strects of
Bethlchern that David played as other children, doubt-
less. It was here that the prophet Samuel took the horn
of oil and anointed David m the mudst of his brethren
to become king over Isracl. and the =pirit of the Lord
came upon David from that day forward. The word
David means heloved. e was a tvpe of Chrst, the
Beloved of the Father. in whom the menbers of his
body arc aceepted. It was near this place that David
left hix father’s house to bear food to his hrethren in
Saul’s army and met the giant Gohath (tyvpe of Natan).
whora he slew.

Bethlchem and vicinity ix a wonderful part of the
stage of action where Jehovah cansed many pictures to
be enacted, foreshadowing the development of his plan,
The time came when the deeree went forth from Ceosar
Augustus that all the world should he taxed; and
Joseph, with his wife. Mary, the mother of Jesus, being
of the house and lincage of David, went to the city of
Bethlchem, there to be numbered and taxed. Evidently
they reached Bethlehem late in the evening.  As many
others had come up for the same purpose. all the lodging
places in the city were taken and Joseph found shelter
for himself and his wife in a hillside cave that was used

for a stables and there, on that night, transpired an
event whach has thrilled the hearts of Bible students
from then until now, and is destmed ultimately to make
glad every heart that loves righteousness.

Just at the outskutx ol DBethlehem is the field of
Poaz, once gleaned by Ruth,  Either in this field or in
one adjoinmng it, on the memorable night in question,
the shepherds ol the country were keeping watch over
their flocks. Suddenly they were aroused by the appear-
ance of an angel of the Lord, “and the glory oi the Lord
shione ronud about them, and they were sore airaid”.
Thix angel of the Lord had come to make an announce-
penty which was couched i this phrase: »Fear not: for,
hehold, T hring vou good tidings of great -, which
sadt be do all peoples For unto yvou is horn this day in
the ety of David a Savior. whieh is Chrrst the Lord,
Awpd this shall be a sign unto vou: Ye shall find the
babe wiapped in swaddimg clothes, Iving in a mangoer.
And suddenly there was with the angol a muititude of
fie heavenly host prasing God. and saving, Glory to
God m the Inghesty and on earth peace, good will
toward men."- Luke 2:9- 11,

Never before was such an announcement made on
earth. and never again will i be necessary for another
hke it o be made to man. Approximately four thou-
sand years hefore that God had sentenced the first man
to death hecause of his dizohedience to his law, and by
vivtue of this sentence condemnation came upon the
eitire race and all were horn sinners.  From time to
tme Jehovah had caused his actors to appear upon the
stage of action and make some Jiving picture concerning
the coming of the Redeemer.  Little were these pictures
understood.  Jehovah was laying the foundation for
the faith of men in him and in his precious promise- ;
and now had come the time when he sent his messen;;. -~
from heaven to proclaim to these humble shepher.ls
watching their locks the birth of him who would tuke
away the sin of the world.



MAGI AND SHEPHERDS
Many Christians have believed that {he important
men of earth connected with this great event were the
three “wise men” that journeyed from the last and
followed the light, or star, that is said to have rested
over Bethlehem. DBut viewed in the greater light that
shines in modern times upon the Word of God, it is
easlly scen that these “wise men” came not as messen-
gers from Jchovah, nor as his representatives, but rather
as instruments employed by Satan as a part of a great
conspiracy for the destruction of the babe Jesus. All
the facts show this. Stars do not move about; but
Satan and his demon hosts have power to make lights
appear. These so-called “wise men”, or magi, were
fargely influenced by evil spirits. They were of the
same class of men employed by Pharaoh in Kgypt to
perform miracles in defiance of God’s representative,
Moses, This light first led them not to the place of the
birth of Jesus, but to Herod in Jerusalem. who called
before him others who entered into the conspiracy, to
ascertain definitely about the birth of the promised king.
his evident purpose being to send messengers to destroy
him. Afterward he attempted his destruction; but the
i.ord Jehovah shielded his Beloved Son from the wrath
of Herod. It is not at all probable that Jehovah caused
these magi, or “wise men”, {o journey there, but all the
evidence is to the contrary.
It scems entirely fitting and appropriate that Jehovah
should send this message first through humble and
Taithful men of lIsrael guarding their flocks in the
“ield before made sacred by the Lord’s dealings with
Joaz and Ruth, from which house or line the lLord
Jesus, from the natural standpoint, descended. Since
the l.ord made the spot where they watched their flocks
dear to the heart of Christians, it will ever remain
sacred.  The Biblical record is that these humble shep-
herds, hearing the message from the angel of the Lord.
“came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the
babe lying in a manger”; and they spread abroad the
news of the mesrage they had received from the angel
corcerning the birth of Jesus.  Bethlehem, therefore.
15 a sacred spot because it marks the birthplace of the
Savior of the world.

THE CITY OF DAVID

Of course our party was anxious to visil this historic
oity. It stands on a high clevation, overloohing the
~auntry round about. It is beautiful for sitnation and
crom its highest point one has a wonderful view of the
tulls of Judea, the mountains in the eaxt hevond the
Pead Sea, and the spreading valley Iying on the coast
of the Mediterrancan. The place of Jesus' hirth s
covered by a chureh building occupied jointly by the
Roman and the Greek and the Armenian Catholics,
This, like most of the points of particular interest in
Palestine, has been seized upon by some ccelesiastical
system. These systems, however, that built this church
and that occupy it do not secnt to have caught the spirit
of him who was born there, nor the spirit of the
message: “Peace on earth, good will toward men™. The
Church of the Nativity, az it is called, is divided
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among these three sects; and if one transgresses an ineh
on the territory of the other, trouble follows. For a
fong time soldicrs have been stationed within the con-
fines of the church to keep order hetween these so-called
followers of Christ. Our hearts rejoice, however, as
we call to mind the fact that he who was born here to
redeem mankind is now setting up his kingdom and
scon the glad tidings of great joy announced by the
angel to the shepherds will be given to all the peoples
of carth, and every one will he given an opportunity to
obey the Mighty One and be restored to life everlasting.

It seemed good that while there we should have
opportunity to tell at least to some the glad tidings that
the kingdom of the Lord is at hand and that millions
now living will never die. While this was told in a
more private way, yet we were glad of the opportunity.

Kvery visitor at Bethlehem is asked to see the Grotto,
located in a church just adjoining the Church of the
Nativity. This contains the tombs of several persons,
among them Jerome, who was horn in the year 340
A.D., and who spent many years at Bethlehem making
a translation of the Bible which is known as the Vulgate.
We are glad to make mention of the devotion of this
man to the Word of God, who gave this iranslation of
the Scriptures to the peoples of earth.

Most of the present inhabitants ahout Bethlehem are
Arabs, some Syrians, but few Jews. During the war
a great many Jews were expelled from Palestine, but
they are mow returning in large numbers.  Their
coming again is not looked upon with favor by the Arabs
and others, and it is casy to be seen how the spirit of
jealousy is rising. While in Paris Brother Rutherford
by chanee met & gentleman of considerable wealth who
Is engaged in business in the financial distriet of Paris.
in conversation with him he stated that his uncle re-
sided at the entrance to the city of Bethlehem, and he
volunteered a letter of introduction and asked that a
visit be made to his uncle. The uncle is an elderly
gentleman who is reputed to be one of the wealthiest
men in Palestine, a Syrian, and he occupies a magnifi-
cent residence with more than forty rooms, which are
richly furnished. Tt is the custom among the peoples
of Palestine that when a stranger enters a home, if he is
weleome he is immediately served with refreshments.
This was done in the home of this distinguished resi-
dent of Bethlehem.  The old gentleman announced
himself as a Christian, and while partaking of refresh-
nmeuts conversation turned. naturally, upon the great
events that had transpired at Bethlehem and the coming
of the Lordx kingdom. The old gentleman evinced
considerahle interest in the fact that the Jews were
returning to Palestine, and with great earnestness pro-
pounded this question: “Will the Jews get control of
Palestine aud rule it¥”  And our answer was, The
Lord will take possession of Palestine, control, and
rule it. Before further explanation could he made this
Syrian expressed delight that it would be the Lord who
would do it and not the Jews; and immediately re-
marked that a society has been formed in which the
Roman and the Greek Catholic and the English Churches
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bave united for the purpose of opposing the Jews in
Palestine.

This bears out what we have seen in other places,
that the nominal Christians who know little or nothing
of Jehovah's plan arc not pleased at the return of Israel
to Palestine, and that these will join with others for
the purpose of oppressing the Jews, which will doulit-
less result in Jacob's trouble. during which time the
Lord wiil fight the battle for his people ax in the days
of old. It is further proof of the efforts in behalf of
the “beast”. Happy, however, will be the day when the
Lord himsel{ takes full control and establishes peace
and righteousness and makes known to the peoples of
Palestine and all other parts of the carth the true
meaning of the message announced to the shepherds—
“Peace on carth, good will toward men”.

HEBRON

Qur pext journey was to Hebron and on the way we
passed the pools of Solomon, built by this wise ruler
to furnish the water supply for Jerusalem. While these
pools are still in a fairly good state of preservation,
they are no longer in use by Jerusalem, which lies some
ten miles away; but a few miles further on a pumping
station and reservoir have been built which supply
sbundant water to the city of Jerusalem. As we jour-
weyed through the hills of Judea we came upon an
interesting and ludicrous sight—a large number of
Arabs building a road, employing methods used in the
early days. Men, women, and children were engaged in
the work. Some were carrying stones in baskets while
others cracked the stones with hammers. On the hill-
gide stood a sheikh, who with much gesticulation and
toud tatk commanded the whole force. We learned that
his name was Cahill Jabber, which being interpreted
means “camel jabber”. He certainly possessed the
quality of a jabberer, using his mouth almost constantly,
The acene seemed so interesting that we made a picture
of it, and when the old sheikh realized that he had been
photographed, he immediately demanded bakshish.

Hebron is the sccond place where Abraham stopped
when he journcyed into the land of Palestine. Near the
city he pitched his tent, where he sat at the time the
angels visited him and advised him of the birth of his
son. There is today in the valley of Mamre a large
oak, which is claimed to be the one under which Abra-
ham sat when the angel visited him. While this can
bardly be true, the oak is a very ancient one. It is
more than thirty feet in circumlerence, and for the
purpose of preserving it several feet of carth have been
thrown wp around it and a stone encasement huilt
about it. Closc by are also grape vines and figtrees.
Beth the grapes and figs were ripe.  The land formerly
belonged to the Russiang, who have now withdrawn
from the country and there is no oue seemingly in
charge. So we ate grapes and figs off the trees and
gat under the vines and figtrees and no one made us
afraid.

FERTILE PLAINS OF MAMRE
Tt was upon these plains of Mamre that Abraham
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stood when the Iord promised that he would give him
all the land from the river of Egypt to the great river
Euphrates. In this vicinity Isaac and Jacob dwelt,
and out from thix valley Joseph was sent to deliver the
message to hix brethren which resulted in his being sold
into Kgypt. It was one of the cities of refuge. It was
from this valley, doubtless, that Caleb returned with
the grapes, because Caleb afterward asked that it might
be given to him as an inheritance. which was done as a
reward for his faithfulness. The valley has not lost
itz fertility. nor its reputation for grapes. The finest
grapes we found in all the land were grown at Hebron.

This city was the seat of David's government for
sevenn and one-hall vears, and until he removed his
throne to Jerusalem. Hebron is many times men-
tioned in the Old Testament. Arriving at its gates,
we obtained a permit from the military governor to
enter the city and visit the Mohammedan mosque,
which is built over the cave of Machpelah. Machpelah,
it will be remembered, according to the Biblical record,
is the cave purchased by Abraham in which to bury his
dead out of his sight. God had promised him all the
land, but he had not yet given it to him because others
were in possession; and when Abraham had an offer of
this cave as a gift for the purpose of burying his dead,
he refused it, preferring to purchase it, evidently, so
that he could say he had received no gift from any one
except Jehovah., There he buried Sarah, his wife; and
alterward lsaac, Jacob, Rebeecca and Leah were also
huried there. A mosque is built over the cave and
these tombs are so jealously guarded that no one is per-
mitted to enter the cave. The nearest we could get to
it was to have the keeper of the mosque open the door
1o the cave and let down a light, which enabled us to
see that it is indeed a cave. In the mosque cenotaphs
are erccted, which, it is claimed, mark the exact spot
where these faithful men of old were interred. One
cenotaph marks the place where it is claimed Joseph
was buried, the Arabs asserting that his body was dis-
interred after being buried at Shechem and removed
to this place. Whether or not this is true, we cannot say.

We wondered why the Lord has permitted these his-
toric spots to be so covered up by a mosque and jealously
guarded. Probably had it been otherwise and every one
was given access to the places, the location would have
been long ago obliterated.  Anyhow when Abraham
returns the people will get the full {ruth about the
matter.

It is impossible to hehold the inhahitants of [ehron
without realizing the great necessity for rectitution.
Poverty scems to have reached its limit and many of its
inhabitants are steeped in filth and ignorance, We
rejoice iv know that ere long the kingdom, in full
operation, shall Iift these benighted people out of their
present deplorable state and give them a true knowledge
of the Lord’s great arrangement for the blessing of
mankind, Scemingly the best class of people in this
city are Jews, and we took occasion to tell some of these
that ere long Abraham, Isaac, and Jacoh will return and
bring greal blessings to the people.



JESUS GREETED AS KING

— — JANUARY 30 — MATTHEW 21:1-26——

THROUGH JERICHO TO BETHANY — A COMPANY OF FRIENDS AND ADMIRERS ~— RIDING A8 KING INTO JERUSALEM — HOSANNA TO THR

KING.

“Blesscd i8 he that comctl in the name of the Lord.”—Malthew 21:9.

N OUR last lesson Jesus and his disciples, with others,

were on the way to Jerusalem for the celebration of the

Passover. They had already passed through Jericho,
and Bethany, the home of Lazarus, Martha, and Mary, was
reached Friday night, just a week before his crucifixion.
He rested with his friends on the Sabbath, partook of the
feast prepared in his honor that evening, received the
anointing of the costly spikenard from Mary, and next
morning, the first day of the week, continued his journey
to Jerusalem.  Throuchout the week, however, he made
Bethuny his home, going daily to the city, returning at

night.  Bethany wuas about two miles distant from the
Temple, 1lere the present lesson begins,

With the Lord were a considerable number of people who
had come up to Jerusalem in his company, and some who
had come out from Jerusalem to Bethany to see him,
because they had heard that the Prophet of Nazareth who
had raised Lazarus from the dead was at the home of the
lutter. When this multitude reached Dethphage (the name
meaning “the house of figs”) a little hamlet on the Mount
of Olives (Luke, “Olivet”) near Bethany (house of dates),
Jesus stopped and sent two of his disciples to another
village close by to bring to him an ass and her foal. The
owner of the animals may have been acquainted with Jesus,
and if so would also have been acquainted with his disci-
ples. At all events, his request was honored, and Mark tells
us, according to the Revised Version, that they promised
that Jesus would send back the colt to the owner. LEvidently
it was unusual for our Lord to ride, and, although he came
and went a longer distance every morning and evening
throughout the week, this was the only occasion we have
any knowledge of his riding. KEvidently the reason for
riding wuas not weariness. Ile was about to present himself
to the people after the manner of their kings of the past,
who we are told rode in triumph on white asses.

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY

When the animal arrived the disciples and the whole
multitude seemed Lo enter into the spirit of the arrange-
ment ; for it would appear that quite 1 number of those who
came up from Jericho, and who witnessed our Lord’s power
and teachings cn route to the Holy City and the Passover,
lodged at Bethany over the Sabbath, as he did.  These,
with the disciples, constifuted quite a little band, who began
to hail Jexus as the King, and to do him homage, as was
customary with notables at that time, hy spreading their
outer garments in the way for his beast to tread upen; and
by plucking grass and tlowers, and branches of palm trees
and strewing these al<o in the way,

Jexus in his honored position, riding at the head, was
followed by this multitude on the road toward Jerusaleni.
Then another multitude from the city, having heard that
the great 'rophet and Teacher was at Bethany, cume forth
to see him and Lazarus; and these, meeting the Yord and
shouting company behind him, turned about and beeame a
vanguard, shouting like the rest, *Hosanna to the Son of
David,” which meant the King, one of the royal line. They
probably were deterrved from using the word King lest they
should bring upon themselves charges of treason against
King Tierod, and against the Roman empire, which sustained
him in power.

It was a grand or a ludicrous triumphal entry into the
city of the Great King according to the standpoint from
which it was viewed. From the standpoint of the disciples
and the multitude, full of Messianic enthusiasm and hopes
that the long-for blessings upon Israel were about to be
realized, and full of faith that this great Prophet, who had
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the power to raise the dead and heal the sick, could in his
own time and way make himself and them invincible against
all enemies and amply fulfill all the glorious things fore-
told by the prophets—for these it was a grand oeeasion, a
real triumph. For, notwithstanding the fact that Jesus had
previously told them repeatedly of his death, and even
reproved Deter for speaking to thie contrary, nevertheless his
disciples and others seem to have been unable to receive his
words in their true meaning, and to have interpreted them
nerely as a part of his dark sayings, which would undoubted-
1y Iater become liminous in some grand significance. 'This is
dattested by their language, even after hix Jdeath and resar-
rection: “We trusted that it had been he which should have
redeemed Israel”.—Luke 24:21,

DIFFERING ASPECTS OF THE PROCESSION

From the standpoint of Herod, Pilate, the chief priests,
and the scribes, this triumphal procession was merely the
parade of a fanatieal leader and his ignorant and fanatieal
dupes. They saw in it evidently no more than this. King
Herod and Pikite evidently had no fear that this despised
Nazarene and his company would ever be able to organize
and equip an army which would be of any force as agalnst
the order of things of which they were the heads. The
religious leaders feared merely that the fanaticismm might
spread in some manner, and bring down upon them the
wrath and further oppression of the secular powers, who
might make them an excuse for further interference with
the liberties of the Jews., Quite evidently none of these
chief rulers believed in Jesus as the Messiah sent of God for
the fultillment of the gracious promises of their Scriptures.
To this the apostles testify, saying: “Had they known, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory”.—1 Corinthians
2:8; Acts 3:17.

That procession was viewed from still another standpoint
by our Lord himself and by the invisible multitude of
angels, ministermg spirits, sent forth to minister for those
who shall be heirs ot salvation. These must have joined
in the enthusizsm of the multitude, but from a totally
different standpoint--realizing this {riumph ns merely a
part of the «divine plan, and merely a prelude to a greater
triumiph on our Lord's part through the completion of the
saertfice of himselt and the attainment thus of “all power
in heaven and earth™; and as a foreshadowing, too, of his
coming glory and his triumphal entry upon the kingdom on
hix return from the far country (heaven), armed with a
plenitude of power and autcherity, to put down sin and te
bring all things into subjection to God; and to lift up out
of the horrible pit of sin and disease and death all desirous
of cominz back into full harmony with the Father and the
laws of hLis empire. This, the most glorious standpoint of
view of that triumphal march, it is our privilege by the
erance of God to enjoy; and we may well say in our
Lord’s wordx: ‘Blessed are our eyes, for they see; and our
ears, for they hear’,

Luke's aecount of this matter informs us that eertain of
the Pharisees who were with the multitude at the begin-
ning, although they could not object to anything which our
Lord said or did. complained that he should permit his
diseiplex and others of the multitude to hail him as a king,
shouting, Hosanna! (Salvation, Blessing, I'raise!) Then
it was that Jesus. knowing of the prophecy bearing upon
this subject (Zechariah 9:9), not only refused to rebuke
the disciples and hinder their acclaims, but informed the
I'harisees that since God himself, through the I’'rophet, had
said, “Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem,” therefore there
nust be some shoutings; and that if the people had not



JANUARY 15, 1921

arisen to that amount of enthusiasm to give such shoutings,
the very stones would have cried out, so that the prophecy
should not be unfulfilled.

THE FAITHLESS CITY

Though the distance is quite short to Jerusalem from
Bethphage, where the Lord mounted the ass, nevertheless
the city was hidden from view by the Mount of Olives, and
it was when the Lopd had reached the top of Olivet, and
the city of Jerusalem c¢ume suddenly into view, that he
halted the procession and wept over the city, saying: “If
thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the
things which belong uuto thy peunce! but now they are
hid from thine eyes; because thou knewest not the time of
thy visitation.” (Luke 19:41-44) Irom this Linguage
it is evident that our Lord did not conxider the multitudes
who were with him as in any sense of the word represent-
ing the city aud nation; for although these who were with
him were shouting the very words, “Blessed be the King
that cometly ine the name of Jehovah I our Lord's language
indicates that a time 12 yet to come when the heads of
Isrnel, the chiel ones representing the people, shall gludly
acknowledee him as King of Kings and Lord of lords, at his
second pdvent ; but in the meantime their failure to recog-
nize the time of their visitation mweant to them a great loss
of privilege; meant to them that their house must be Jeft
desolate, abandoned of the Lord during this gospel age,
during which he would gather from umong the gentiles a
suflicient number to complete the elect number, in conjunc-
tion with the faithful ones of Israel, the rermant who had
received or would receive hime-—=Sce Matthew 23 34,

The objective point of this triumphal mareh was the Holy
City, the ‘caprtal eity, the City of the Great King. But our
Lord did ot 2o 1o Herod's palace, 1o demand recognition of
him: but as the representative of Jehovah, as the Messiub,
sent of (iod to be the Savior of Israel and the world, he
went appropriately to the Futher’s house or palace—to the
Temple.

SIGN LANGUAGE IN THE TEMPLE

The scetie in the Temple must have heen a peculiar one,
It was undoubtedly crowded with pilgrims from all parts of
the civilized world, who at this scason of the year came, to
the number of hundreds of thousands, to worship the Lord
and to ohserve the Passover, aceording to the law. Probubly
many of them had heard something about Jesus of Nuazur-
eth, “nughty in word and deed”. Many of them had been
bealed by him, or had friends who were thus blessed; and
we can well imagine the commotion ereated by the multi-
tudes coming with Jesus and crying, “Hosanna in the high-
est”.  The Pharisees, seribes, and chief priests, who were
used to dominute the people in religious matters and espe-
cially in the Temple, although filled with anger against
Jesus, recognized themselves powerless to do him injury
under the circumstances, for he was doing nothing contrary
in any sense of the word 1o the law, and this would be
manifest to all. On the contrary, as thouzh to show that
he was only Jdoing what was in his power, our Lord began
to exercise it ax would he befitting a s<piritual king—hy
reproving thoxe who were violuting the holy Temple and it
precincts, driving out of it those who sold doves for offer-
fugs, and the money changers, who were reaping a profituble
harvest from the necessities of the worshippers from a
distance, whose money, not being Jewish, could not be
accepted at the Temple and must therefore be exchanged at
a loss—at the profit of the money chiangers, We are not
to understand that our Lord was interfering with the
proper laws of the land or of t'.e Temple; he was in every
sense law-abiding. On the contrary, he was thoroughly
authorized, as was any Jew, under the directions of the
law, to use so much force as was necessary in the main-
tenance of the sanctity of the Temple,

Blind and lame people came to our Lord in the Temple
and were relieved of their infirmities, and then he taught
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the people, continuing the healing and the teaching for
several days, returning at nights to Bethany and coming
the next morning to the Temple, but without any further
demonstration, as a king, for that one demonstration hagd
served the purpose intended. It had given to the officials
of the c¢ity and the nation the opportunity to accept him
formully as King; but their contrary spirit is shown by
their coming to him while the children of the Temple courts
were crying “Hosanna!” requesting that he should put a
stop to the matter; but our Lord answered them, quoting
trom the Scriptures that this was in harmony with the
divine plan: “Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou
hast perfected praise”™. The worldly-wise dul not appreciate
thix, and were blnded by self-interest; but little children,
and especially those who in simplicity of heart and meek-
ness became like littte children, were to he the instruments
the Lord would use in shouting his praises,

Many of our Lovd's parables and special teachings were
uttered  during  those days in the Temple, between lis
triumphal entry amd presentuation on the tentlh day of the
month Nisan and his crucifixion on the fourteenth, as the
Passover Lamb,  (Nee Iixodus 12:3, 6) These parables
and wpeeial tenchings are recorded in Matthew, chapters
23-255 in Mark, chapters 11-13, and in John, chapters 12-16,
Among other things he declared that the favor of God was,
there and then, taken from fleshly Israel, saying:

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killest the prophets and
stonest them which are sent unto thee! Iow often would
I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen zatlier-
et her ¢hickens under her wings, and ye would not! Bebold,
your house is left unto you desolate I"—Matthew 23: 37 - 39,

CAUSES FOR ISRAEL’S REJECTION

Our lesson records two parables given by Jesus which
portray the mistake made by the religionists of his day,
The understanding of these parables gives a clearer insight
into the cause which led to the rejection of Israel for a time
from divine favor.  Ineidentally, too, we are to remember
that nommmally tleshly Israel was a prototype of nominal
Christendom, Henee we may look for somewhat similar
conditions and dealings now in the harvest time of this
Christian age,

To ger the Terce of the Lord's teachings here and every-
where it is necessary to remember that the Jewish people
had been promised the kingdom of God, of which David’s
angdom was o type on g small seale. For centuries they
had been expecting a great King, Messiah, whose coming
would exalt them and bring them into promiuence us God's
Lingdom, John the DBaptist, when he came to introduce
Messiah, told the Jews that unless they would repent and
come hack. to the extent of their ability, into harmony with
God and the law they necd not expeet to share in the
Mesxianie kingdom. Jesus told the people that unless their
righitcousness xhould exceed the richteousness of the sceribeg
and Pharisees, they should in no wise enfer into or become
wethers of the long-walted-for Klinzdonn, (Matthew 3: 20)
The two parables of this study illustrate what stood in the
way of the mujority.

The Jewish people professed to be God's people, willing
16 do him service. They were treated, not axs mere slaves,
but, rather. like sons.  All were told 1o go and work in
God's vineyard: but they divided into two classes, repre-
setterd by the fwo sons, in our first parable. One of these
sons represented the outwardly religious, pious, who said,
Yes, we will serve God.  However, they did not really seek
the divine service, but rather the service of their sects and
parties and their own personal aims, honor, influence,
arndd preferment, The other cluss of Israelites, represented
by the other son in the parable, made no pretense of serving
God, and were branded as publicans, sinners, harlots. Never-
theless, when Jesus appeared, when John’s message went
forth, and afterwards the teachings of Jesus and the
apostles, these same publicans, sinners, harlots, were the
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ones ready to receive him, while the religious, tinding that
his message was in conflict with their teachings, repudiated
him. Thus one of the charges against Jesus was: “He
receiveth publicans and sinners and eateth with them”,

A GREAT VINEYARD

The second parable represents God as the owner of a
great vineyard, in all respects well appointed and furnished
for his purpose. This vineyard represents the Jewish
nation and the divine promises made to that people—the
law and all the arrangements of the Law Covenant, for their
development. This vineyard the owner let out to husband-
men, whose duty it was to care for the vines and the
fruitage and to render to the owner the results, except a
portion which they might keep for themselves. These hus-
bandmen were the prominent religionists, of whom Jesus
suid: “The scribes and the P’harisees sit in Moses’ seat: all
therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe
and do”. (Matthew 23:2, 3) The owner very properly
required returns on his property and sent servants to
receive his share of the fruitage. But the husbandmen,
instead of giving them what was due their Master, abused
them by beating, killing, and stoning them.,

These servants were the prophets of old, sent to Israel.
They should have received the kindest treatment and an
abundance of fruits of meekness, gentleness, patience, etc.,
but, instead, they were treated as intruders by the leaders
of Israel. Some of them were stoned, some beaten, some
murdered, some sawn asunder. Some wandered about in
sheepskins and goatskins and dwelt in dens and caves of
the earth, because not apprecinted. They were not treated
as representatives of the owner of the vineyard. Finally the
owner sent his Son, saying, “They will reverence my Son”.
But these same husbandmen, the religionists of our Lord’s
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day, took counsel to kill him and to seize his inheritance.
They somehow got the impression that they could lord it
over God's heritage and that anybody reproving them or
showing up their hypocrisies or liberating the people from
subservience to them, whoever he might be—even the heir
—they were at liberty to kill. They erucified him.

RECOMPENSE UPON THE HUSBANDMEN

What may we presume the owner of that vineyard would
do to those wicked husbandmen who, forgetting the owner-
ship of the vineyard, were using it as their own, mistreating
his servants and crucifying his Son? The Great Teacher
put the question to his hearers, and the answer promptly
ame that the owner would destroy those wicked men and
let his vineyard to others who would render him its fruitage.

This is just what happened. The scribes and the Phari-
sees and the Doctors of the Law who were using God’s
promises and blessings and their opportunities selfishly
and in disregard of the Almighty—these were dispossessed.
Their government was destroyed and divine favor and
privileges as God’s mouthpieces, which they once enjoyed,
were taken from them and given to others—to the apostles
and their associates, during this gospel age.

Jesus, the rejected, “is become the hend of the corner”,
the chief corner-stone of the great temple of God, which :s
the church. As the privilege of being God’s embryotic
kingdom was taken from the Jews and given to Christ and
the church, so presently his embryotic kingdom will be
taken from earth entirely—his faithful will be received to
the heavenly plane and power and great glory.

Whoever stumbled over Jesus suffered loss in the sense
of being broken, but not beyond possibility of repair. “But
on whomsoever it [this stone, Messiah] shall fall, it will
grind him to powder” in the second death.—Matthew 21: 44.

THE MARRIAGE FEAST

— — FEBRUARY 6 — MaTTHEW 22:1-14— —
(NVITATIONS TO THE WEDDING -—— THE JEWS' BEJECTION OF THE OFFER— JENOVAH NOT LEFT SHORTHANDED — NEGLECT OF THE

MESSIANIC HOPE.

“Go out into the highways and hedges, and constrain them to come in."—Luke 1}:23.

ODAY'S lesson shows that the promises of God and his

providences toward Israel under the Law Covenant

were all designed to fit and prepare the lsraelites to be
God's holy nation, and especially to provide at the coming
of Christ a suflicient number to constitute the elect church,
Messinh's joint-heirs in the kingdom—his bride. The par-
able shows that only a few were “Israelites indeed”, in
whom was no guile—not enough to constitute the kingdom
cluss; hence the call of this gospel age, selecting from the
gentilex a suflicient number of saintly characters to be
joint-heirs with the Jewish rewnuant in the Messianie king-
dom.

IFor the development of this kingdom elass the world hax
now been waiting since the days of Jesus, when by his
death he opened up a new way of life and became the
Advoeate before the Father for all those desirous of being
Lis disciples, his joint-heirs, his hride.

Taday's Jesson takes up the kingdom project at the time
of our Lord's carthly ministry.  “He c¢ame unto his own
and his own received him not. Dut as many as received
him, to them gave he power [liberty or privilege] to become
sons of God,”—John 1:11, 12,

Jehovah himself is the King who made a marriage for
bis son, arranging before the foundation of the world that
there shoulil be vertain joint-heirs with Christ in his king-
dom. This marriage, of course, could not take place until
the King’s Son had come into the world and had made the
way for his followers and for the kingdom of wlich he is

to be King.

THE CALL TO THE FEAST

At rhe appropriate time (fod sent his servants to call them
that were bidden to the wedding ; but they would not come.
John the Baptist and his disciples did the work of calling
to the attention of the Jewish people the fact that the King's
Non was in their midst,  Ie said: “There standeth one
among vou whom ye know not”. (John 1:26) .Again he
said: “He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the
friend of the hridegroom, which standeth and heareth him,
rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this
my joy therefore is fulfilled™, (John 3:29) John rejoiced
to hear the voice of the Dridegroom. Prophetically he fore-
told that the calling of the hride class had come, although
he himself could not be a member of it.

Again other <ervants were sent forth.
disciples to the Jews, suving

Jesus sent his
“Fell them which are bididen,
Behold T have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fat-
lings are Kilted, and all things are ready: come unto the
nunrrinee™ foust,

But was the messagze of Jesus and his disciples received?
Nay! The people, under the guidance of the seribes and the
I'harisecs, the theologians of that time, made light of the
message and went their way—one to his farm, another to his
merchandise, sayig: We do not believe this mesage respect-
ing the kingdom. Some did even worse than this. They
entreated these servants shamefully, spitefully, and slew
them. Not only was Jesus slain by the unbelieving ones
who had been invited to the feast, but his faithful disciples
ils » were evilly treated and slain.
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Then, as seen in another parable, Jeliovah was wroth witil
that people Israel, and sent forth his armies, destroyed
those murderers and burned up their city. The fact that it
was the Roman army under Titus which destroyed Jerusa-
lem in A. D. 70 did not make it any less the army of
Jehovah, for le is able to muake the wrath of man to praise
him and able to use whom he may please as his Inessengers
or servants.

Meantime God said to his servants, the apostles, and to
others through them, The wedding is provided, but the
Jewish nation, which was especiully invited, has not been
found worthy of the honor. Go ye therefore into the high-
ways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage
feast. So those servants went into the highways and
gathered together as many as they found, and brought
them in. Thus the wedding was provided with guests,

TO THE LESS ADVANTAGED

Highways represent public concourse the world over, The
Lord's ambassadors were no longer to restrict themselves
to Jews, but were to make known to every people, kindred,
and tongue the fact that God is now calling out of the
world a little company, lovers of righteousness, to be fol-
lowers of the Lamb and eventually to become joint-heirs
with the Redeemer in his kingdom. BDBe it noted that these
ambassadors were not to intercept or interfere with all the
people in the highways, but merely to urge upon all those
whom they met in the concourse the great privilege of the
open door to the wedding feast.

These were not all saintly, good; some of them, on the
contrary, were bad. The apostles explain this, saying that
pot many great, not many rich, not many noble, but chiefly
the poor, the mean things of this world hath God chosen.
The apostles speak, along the lines of our lesson, of the
class that God is selecting from the world. No matter how
mean, no nuitter how degraded, no matter how ignoble by
pature—all who are willing to receive the grace of God
may be made suitable for the marriage by the covering of
the wedding garment.

The custom of the Jews, arranged by divine providence
doubtless, was thut at every wedding feast each guest was
to put on & white wedding garment, covering his own gar-
ments. Thus all at the wedding were on an equal footing
as respects dignity, because they were the guests of the
host. So all who come to God’s great feast provided through
Christ must come, not through any worthiness of their own
in the flesh, but acknowledging that they have an insuflici-
ency of merit to be acceptable to God, and must accept the
merit of Christ as making them worthy of the honor to
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whlich they aspire in responding to this Invitation,

Euach guest entering the house was supplied with the
robe, and was expected to put it on immediately. For any
one to appear without that wedding garment would be a
mark of disrespect to the host who had provided it. In-
deed, for any one to appear at the wedding without the
robe would imply that he had taken it off; for no one was
admitted without the robe. This is the picture given us in
the parable, A guest was found there who had not on the
wedding garment-—one, therefore, who in disregard of his
host had removed his wedding garment, the wearing of
which was the condition of his admission.

KINGLY INSPECTION

The words, “When the king came in,” signify an inspec-
tion just prior to the feast. Since the King of the parable
is Jehovah himself, this would seem to mean that God
takes note through the exhibition of divine justice in some
manner of any one professing loyulty, yet disregarding the
hope of joint-heirship with Christ as based on the merit of
Jesus’ death. Or, Christ might properly be understood to
be referred to as the King in this instance; for at his com-
ing he is to be invested with kingly authority and power by
the heavenly Father, as our Lord himself indicates in the
parables of the pounds and the talents., At his second
advent, therefore, he tells us, he will himself inspect all
those who pose as being his faithful servants—all those
who are desirous of enjoying the wedding festival.

The man found without a wedding garment in the
presence of the king we should understand to represent a
class, and not merely one individual. So we might find just
such a class today, professing to be followers of Christ,
professing to be waiting for the marriage of the Lamb,
professing to hope to enter into the joys of their Lord, yet
telling us by their actions that they no longer watch keenly
for their union with Christ Jesus in the glories of his
kingdom. They are trying to better the world in some
other way than by the heaven-appointed way. They are
willing to retain Christ as their Redeemer, but not as their
Lord and ead.

When the carelessness of this class shall be thoroughly
shown up they shall be bound or restrained hand and foot,
hindered from doing anything in connection with the har-
vest; for the harvest will then be past. They are cast out
into the darkness of doubt, obscurity, and ignorance re-
specting the divine purposes for the present. Such careless
ones, really lacking in humility, have their portion in the
same painfully humiliating experiences which are visited
upon the hypocrites, the tares, those who never were
Christians at all.

RESPECT FOR GOD AND MEN

— — PEBRUARY 13 — MATTHEW 22:15-22; 34-40 — —

RESPONSIRILITIES HUMAN AND DIVINE — RAISING UP AND CASTING DOWXN HUMAN POT ENTATES — QUESTION ON THE DIVINE

COMMANDMENTS.

“And he said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy

mind. This is the great and first commandmcnt.
asg thysclf.”—A>Matthcw 22:37 -39,

ERCEIVING that the teachings of Jesus were influenc-
P ing the masses, the worldly - wise (and spirit-blind)

scribes and Pharisees, who knew the inconsistencies
of their own teachings, thought that they could show up as
inconsistent the teachings of Jesus. To this end they sent
among the multitudes some of their followers, to ask ques-
tions and to seek to entrap Jesus, to show the inconsistency
of the hopes which he was inspiring in the people, and thus
to discredit him with the multitude. The first of these was
to seek to entrap him into saying something that would

And a second like unto it is this, Thou shalt love thy neighdor

prove his disloyalty to the government and thus lead to
his arrest as a seditious person, teaching contrary to
Cwesar's law of taxation., On the other hand, if he advo-
cated Cresar’s law, they thought that thus he would antag-
onize the public sentiment.

Jesus had a wisdom from above. In answer to their
query, “Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar or not?” he
replied: “Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? Show me the
tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny. And
he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscrip-
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tion? And they say unto him, Cresar’s. Then saith he unto
them, Render therefore unto Cwesar the things which are
Cmesar's, and unto God the things which are God’s.” No
wonder they marvelled at the answer, and left him! Truly,
never man =pake like this man; for Jehovah's image and
superseription welre upon him.

TIMELY TRUTH

Nor can we say thuat the Master merely dodged the ques-
tion shrewdly. Some very rascally men are able to dodge
questions and to have a laugh at the questioner’s expense,
But m this case the answer wax complete—the truth, aned
the whole trutly, in every sense of the word fully 1 harmony
with all the teachings of the Master. This followers were
instructed not to be seditious, not to be quarrelsome, fault-
finding, but to be thankful. holy, happy, suhject to “the
powers that be'.  They were to recognize that the powers
that be of the kincdoms of {he present time are ordained of
God to be in existence until he himgzelf removes them,

True, indecd, earthly kmgdoms are not God's kingdoms,
as they sometimes claim.  True, indeed, they frequently
are usurped empires and powers, True, indeed, they some-
times foster sin, iniquity, unrighteousness, and ure largely,
from outward appearances, the result of human scheming
and wickedness. Nevertheless, the people of God are to
recognize that Jehovah is the great Over-Lord; and that
although it is a part of his program for the present to
permit a reign of sin and death at the hands of sinful men,
nevertheless he still exercises such a supervision—of hin-
dering one or advancing the cause of another ruler—as
Justifies the statement that he ordains, authorizes or
permits these kingdoms. Whatever, therefore, the heavenly
Father has authorized or permitted, not one of his obedient
children should for a moment think of resisting or over-
turning,

The Scriptures declare that God raiseth up and God
casteth down; that he has at his disposal myriads who,
filled with the spirit of anger, hatred, malice, strife, are
ready, whenever the opportune moment comes, to exercise
their power and to advance their own selfish interests.
Whenever, therefore, the Lord wishes to make a change in
earth’s rulership and arrangements, he needs only to remove
the restraining hand of his providence, and forthwith evil
influences will work the change,  As for the people of God,
they are all exhorted to be peacemakers, promoters of
righteousness, hving peaceably with all men, fully subject
to the powers that be, recognizing them as of divine ordi-
nation, permission.

In the case of the Roman Empire, of which Cresar was
lead, we note that God had prophetically foretold, cen-
turies before, through the proplecy of Daniel, its rise to
unnmiversal dominion. It wuas not therefore for Jesus, or
for any of his disciples. to speak aguinst representuatives of
that Roman power. If Rome ruled, Rome needed to be
supported; and the method of support was, properly

THE WISE

— — FEBRUARY
‘NOT ALL PURE ONES WISE — PRESENCE
PRESENT OPPORTUNITIES.
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enough, through taxation., Ilow just, then, were the words
of Jesus: “Render therefore unto Ceasar the things which are
Cwresar's, and unto God the things which are God's”! We
remember thal the Master himself paid tribute, instructing
Peter, when they had no money, to eateh a fish, from whose
mouth he obtained the coin necessary for his taxation and
that of Jesus.

A DOCTRINAL QUESTION

Our lesson also records how one of the Doctors of the
Law endeavored to entrap the Lord on a question of the
relatinve importance of the divine commandments, asking
W hieh consulered the zreat one of all. The Great
Teacher promptly (divided the Ten Commandments into two,
decording to the law (Denteronomy 6:3), and answered;
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy (tod with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. Thix is the great
and hrst commandment.  And a second ke unto it is this,
Thou shalt love thy neichbor as thyself.  On these two
commandments the whole law hangeth, and the prophets.”
What could the Lawyer say to such a summarization of the
law?y 1le had nothing left to say. Ile was answered as
never hefore,

The qualities of wisdom, justice, love, and power are fully
harmonized and unified in the character of our heavenly
Father, our Creator. In him these qualities are supple-
mental to each other, and in the fullest harmony. And we are
to strive to ineorporuate into our own characters these same
qualities. When we use these terms in reference to man-
kind, we are bound to recognize in how comparatively small
a degree these character-qualities are possessed by humanity.

We use the terms justice and love as representing char-
acteristics which are more or less imperfect in all mankind.
We speak of charity, or generosity. This quality, a certain
manifestation of love, goes beyond mere justice. Here is a
person to whom we owe a dollar. It is not charity for us
to pay him that dollar, It is duty, justice. A certain
course would be right and nothing less than that would be
richt. Certain things are obligatory. Beyond obligation
would be merey, compassion, love.

Joesus

JUSTICE AND MORE

What isx our duty toward our neighbors? Suppose that
the neighbor has fallen into debt or that his life has been
forfeited.,  What ought we to do for him? Shall we give
our lives for his life? Shall we assume his obligation? If
we were at liberty to do so, considering that we belong to
Christ, that would be a very loving deed. It might also be
just, but it would go beyond the line of mere justice; for
justice would require merely that we do for our neighbor
just as we would have him do for us, if our positions were
reversed, The Golden Rule would measure what we should
do for our neighbor. If after we have done this, we wished
to do a little more, this would go beyond the demands of
justice; it would be love, favor.

AND FOOLISH VIRGINS

20 — MATTHEW 25:1-13 — —
AND KEVEALMENT OF CHRIST — NO SUPERFLUOUS MEMBERS TO THE BODY OF CHRIST—

“Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the hour.”— M atthew 25: 13.

N CONSIDERING this parable, which is supposed to
have been uttered by our Lord about three days before
his crucitixion, it is proper to notice, first of all, that it
has not been applicable at all times and under all condi-
tions. This is shown by the first word, “Then”—at that
time—*“the kingdom of heaven shall be likened wnto ten
virgins”. Furthermore, it should be noted that the parable
does net describe the world in general, but merely the

“virgin” class, the church class, the pure ones who have
left the world, who have come to God through Christ, who
have been justified by faith in his blood, and who have thus
been muade prospective members of the kingdom class, the
bride class. This parable shows, then, that in the end
of this age a separation, or division, will take place, in
the true church of Christ, regardless of what may be the
attitude of the world or of the nominal church.
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One of the special lessons of the parable is to show that
among the pure, the wise, the consecrated people of God,
there are two clisses. Ior a time these will be all together
—unseparated. Buat in the fulfilling of this parable certain
circumstances and conditions and truths will develop and
separate these two classes of saints, virging,

The parable shiows the virgins as sleeping, waiting for the
coming of the Bridegroom. Appuarently, there is no dilfer-
ence; but really there is a Jdifference—the wiser had a
farger supply of the otl than had the foolish. Then came
an anpnouncement ol the presence of the Bridegroom and a
call to go forth and meet him. This implies that something
from the proplictic Word at the appropriate time will call
the attention of all the virgin elaxs to the presence of
Messiah.  But at the second advent it will be ax at the
first advent, when John said of Jesus: “Dehold there
standeth one among you whom ye kuew not”.  We are not
to expect the secold coming of Christ tm the tlesh, but as 2
8pirit being.

PAROUSIA AND APOCALYPSE

We must remember that the Seriptures outline two distinet
features connected with the second conting.  First will come
the parousiit or presence of ihe Lord, recognizable only by
the wise and foolish virgins. In his parousia or presence he
will test and prove his church, dividing them into wise and
foolish virgin classes—the wise virgins to become the bride
class and the foolish virgins to become the class who will
experience a second grade of salvation—coming up out of
great tribulation and becoming the bridesmaids, so to
epeak, “the virgins, her (the bride's] companions, that follow
her”. (Psalm 45:14) These will attain great blessings in
spiritual life, but fail to gain the prize of joint-heirship
with the Lord in his throne, in his kingdom.

Later on will come the manifestation of Christ with his
church, in power and great glory, in the setting up of his
Messianic kingdom and in the overthrow of everything con-

trary to it. Concerning this manifestation we read: “When
Christ . . . shall appear, then shall ye [the bride class] also

appear with him in glory".—Colossians 3: 4.

It will be in the time of the presence, the parousia, of the
Bon of man, for the gathering of the “clect”, that all the
virgins will be awakened by the message of truth. Some
will be able to appreciaie, others will not be able to appre-
clate his presence. The latter will need to “go and buy” the
oil, the wisdom, the understanding of the divine Word. It
will cost some of them considerable of self-saerifice and
bumiliation to learn their lessons. Such as obtain the oil
in time will join the party that goes in with the DBride-
groom to the marriage feast. Then the door to that high
calling closes for ever.

Thank God that it is not as we once supposed—that the
door of mercy is to close, shutting out the foolish virgins of
the church, together with the whole world of mankind;
and, as we once supposed, shutting them into eternal tor-
ment. The parable merely shows that the closed door will
exclude any others from coming into the bride class, to be
Joint-heirs with Messiah in his kingdom. The door will
close because the full number elected and predestinated to
this high honor will have attained the necessary character-
Hkeness of Christ and will have stood the necessary testings.

OPPORTUNITY FINALLY PAST

As no one of the Jewish priests could ever serve as High
Priest if he had a superfluous finger or toe, it is thus shown
In the type that the antitypical High Priest, the Messiah,
will have only a definite, fixed number of members in his
body—neither one too few nor one too many. Later on, the
foolish virgins came to the door, but found it for ever shut.
They lost the great prize. They were foolish in that they

e WATCH TOW ER 31

did not give attention to getting the oil in time; foolish also
in that they cared too much for the things of this preseat
life; but they were virgins, nevertheless. They finally got
the oil, which represents the holy spirit, but too late! The
door was shut! They could not be of the brude class, The
Master answered : 1 know you not. I cannot recognize you
as my bride,

Our Lord concludes the parable with the words: “Watch
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour”. The
Levised Version omits from verse 135 the words, “wherein
the Son of man cometh,” hecause these are not found in the
oldest Greek MRN, This admirs of the thounght, Ye know
not the day or the hour when the door will be hopelessly
shut,  Wateh, because ye know neither the day nor the
hour in which this parable will be fulfilled, The watching,
no doubt, hias heen henedicial to the Lord™s peaple all through
the wospel i~ =till more profitable to the wise
vivean eliss of the present day, because it explains to these
their crrcumstances, conditions, ete. All of the wixe virgin
class should be in the artitude commanded n this parable:
they should have a knowledge of the fact that the Bride-
aroom is coming; they should have lamps and a full supply
of vil. These living in this ready condition will be neither
alarmed nor surprised at the message when they hear it as
it is now going forth: Behold the Bridegroom is present.
We are living in the parousia, presence, of the Son of man,
the wise virgins are already falling into line in the pro-
cession and entering into the marriage; the full number
will soon be found and the door will be shut, All in this
watching attitude of bheart, with the full measure of the
spirit of the Lord in their hearts, will be very quickly
attracted by the first intimation that the Bridegroom 18
present. 'These, trimming their lamps, examining the Serip-
tures, will quickly discern the truthfulness of the announce-
ment and speedily prepare and take their places with the
wise virgins, The announcement, the truth upon this
subject, is indeed a testing, proving which of the professed
virging of the Lord will have the oil in their vessels, the
right spirit of humility, patience, love, devotion, interest in
the things of the DBridegroom.  Such and such only are
desired by the Bridegroom or will be permitted to enter.

aze, and

HELI TO THE OIL-PROYIDED

In view of this it i~ evident that our work in the present
time is not only to proelaim the Bridegroom's presence but
to assist those who have the oil in their vessels to trim their
tamps,  IT it ix not already too late to 2o to huy the oil it
soon will be, and lLience onr special e¢are should be in respect
to those who have the oil of the Lord's spirit but who are
&till asleep or drowsy aund need to have an announcement of
his presence brought kindly, patiently, perseveringly, to
their attention,

It is not the supposition of the parable that when the
time comes that the DBridegroom’s presence is announced
the virgins will not know of it. Ilow could they trim their
lamps and go out to meet him and go in with him without
assurance of his presence? Those virgins who realize that
the Bridegroom has come, those who have trimmed thelr
lamps, those who have joined his procession, are not watch-
ing for his coming, but know of his presence, because that
day and hour has come and has not found them unprepared,
without sufficient oil.

Let us praise God for the blessings and mercies already
ours, and go on faithfully, rejoicing in the light of our
lamps and in the anticipation of the glorious nuptial feast
and the later glorious work, with the Bridegroom, of bless-
ing all the families of the earth. Ile that hath this know!-
edge will by it be separated more and more from the world
and its spirit, and be gradually more and more transformed
from glory to glory in the likeness of the Bridegroom.
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