
of n a tio n s  w ith  perp lex ity ; th e  sea an d  th e  w aves (th e  restless, d isco n ten ted ) roarin g ; m en ’s h e a r ts  failing  th e m  for fear an d  for looking  t a  
th e  th in g s  upon th e  e a r th  (so c ie ty ); fo r th e  pow ers of th e  heavens (ecclesiaaticsm ) sh a ll be  shaken . . . W hen  ye see these  th in g s  begin to  com e to  pass th e n
know  th a t  th e  K ingdom  of G od  is a t  h an d . Kook up , lift up  yo u r heads, rejo ice, for yo u r red em p tio n  d raw eth  n igh.— M a tt .  24:33; M ark  13:29; L uke 21-25-31



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION
TH I S  j o u r n a l  I s  o n e  o f  t h e  p r i m e  f a c t o r s  o r  I n s t r u m e n t s  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  B i b l e  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  " S e m i n a r y  E x t e n s i o n ” , n o w  b e i n g  

p r e s e n t e d  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c iv i l i z e d  w o r l d  b y  t h e  W a t c h  T o w eb  B ib l e  & T bact  So c ie t y ,  c h a r t e r e d  A . D .  1 8 8 4 ,  " F o r  t h e  P r o ­
m o t i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n  K n o w le d g e ” . I t  n o t  o n l y  s e r v e s  a s  a  c l a s s  r o o m  w h e r e  B i b l e  s t u d e n t s  m a y  m e e t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  W o r d  b u t  
a l s o  n s  a  c h a n n e l  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e y  m a y  b e  r e a c h e d  w i t h  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ’s  c o n v e n t i o n s  a n d  o f  t h e  
c o m i n g  o f  i t s  t r a v e l i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  s t y l e d  “ P i l g r i m s ” , a n d  r e f r e s h e d  w i t h  r e p o r t s  o f  i t s  c o n v e n t i o n s .

O u r  “ B e r e a n  L e s s o n s ”  a r e  t o p i c a l  r e h e a r s a l s  o r  r e v i e w s  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y ’s  p u b l i s h e d  St u d ie s  m o s t  e n t e r t a i n i n g l y  a r r a n g e d ,  a n d  v e r y  
h e l p f u l  t o  a l l  w h o  w o u l d  m e r i t  t h e  o n l y  h o n o r a r y  d e g r e e  w h i c h  t h e  S o c i e t y  a c c o r d s ,  v i z . ,  Verbi Dei M inister  (V .  D .  M . ) ,  w h i c h  t r a n s l a t e d  
i n t o  E n g l i s h  i s  M inister of God’s W o r d .  O u r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  L e s s o n s  i s  s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  o l d e r  B i b l e  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s .  B y  s o m e  t h i s  f e a t u r e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  i n d i s p e n s a b l e .

T h i s  j o u r n a l  s t a n d s  f i r m l y  f o r  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  o n l y  t r u e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n ’s  h o p e  n o w  b e i n g  s o  g e n e r a l l y  r e p u d i a t e d  
— r e d e m p t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e c i o u s  b lo o d  o f  “ t h e  m a n  C h r i s t  J e s u s ,  w h o  g a v e  h i m s e l f  a  ransom  [ a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  p r i c e ,  a  s u b s t i t u t e ]  f o r  
a l l ” . ( 1  P e t e r  1 : 1 9 ;  1  T i m o t h y  2 :  G) B u i l d i n g  u p  o n  t h i s  s u r e  f o u n d a t i o n  t h e  g o l d ,  s i l v e r  a n d  p r e c i o u s  s t o n e s  ( 1  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 :  1 1 -  
1 5 ;  2  P e t e r  1 :  5 - 1 1 )  o f  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d ,  i t s  f u r t h e r  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  “ m a k e  a l l  s e e  w h a t  i s  t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  o f  t h e  m y s t e r y  w h i c h  . .  h a s  
b e e n  h i d  i n  G o d ,  . . .  t o  t h e  i n t e n t  t h a t  n o w  m i g h t  b e  m a d e  k n o w n  b y  t h e  c h u r c h  t h e  m a n i f o l d  w i s d o m  o f  G o d ” — “ w h i c h  i n  o t h e r  a g e s  
w a s  n o t  m a d e  k n o w n  u n t o  t h e  s o n s  o f  m e n  a s  i t  i s  n o w  r e v e a l e d ” .— E p h e s i a n s  3 : 5 - 9 , 1 0 .

I t  s t a n d s  f r e e  f r o m ' a l l  p a r t i e s ,  s e c t s  a n d  c r e e d s  o f  m e n ,  w h i l e  i t  s e e k s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  t o  b r i n g  i t s  e v e r y  u t t e r a n c e  i n t o  f u l l e s t  
s u b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d  i n  C h r i s t ,  a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  h o l y  S c r i p t u r e s .  I t  i s  t h u s  f r e e  t o  d e c l a r e  b o l d ly  w h a t s o e v e r  t h e  L o r d  
h a t h  s p o k e n — a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d i v i n e  w i s d o m  g r a n t e d  u n t o  u s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  u t t e r a n c e s .  I t s  a t t i t u d e  i s  n o t  d o g m a t i c ,  b u t  c o n f i d e n t ; 
f o r  w e  k n o w  w h e r e o f  w e  a f f i r m ,  t r e a d i n g  w i t h  i m p l i c i t  f a i t h  u p o n  t h e  s u r e  p r o m i s e s  o f  G o d .  I t  i s  h e l d  a s  a  t r u s t ,  t o  b e  u s e d  o n l y  i n  h i s  
s e r v i c e ; h e n c e  o u r  d e c i s i o n s  r e l a t i v e  t o  w h a t  m a y  a n d  w h a t  m a y  n o t  a p p e a r  i n  i t s  c o lu m n s  m u s t  b e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  j u d g m e n t  o f  h i s  
g o o d  p l e a s u r e ,  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  h i s  W o r d ,  f o r  t h e  u p b u i l d i n g  o f  h i s  p e o p le  i n  g r a c e  a n d  k n o w l e d g e .  A n d  w e  n o t  o n l y  i n v i t e  b u t  u r g e  o u r  
r e a d e r s  t o  p r o v e  a l l  i t s  u t t e r a n c e s  b y  t h e  i n f a l l i b l e  W o r d  t o  w h i c h  r e f e r e n c e  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  m a d e  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  s u c h  t e s t i n g .

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
T h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  “ t h e  t e m p l e  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  G o d ” ,  p e c u l i a r l y  “ h i s  w o r k m a n s h i p ” ; t h a t  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  i n  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  g o s p e l  a g e — e v e r  s i n c e  C h r i s t  b e c a m e  t h e  w o r l d ’s  R e d e e m e r  a n d  t h e  C h i e f  C o r n e r  S t o n e  o f  h i s  t e m p l e ,  t h r o u g h  w h i c h ,  w h e n  
f i n i s h e d ,  G o d ’s  b l e s s i n g  s h a l l  c o m e  “ t o  a l l  p e o p le ” ,  a n d  t h e y  f in d  a c c e s s  t o  h i m . — 1  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 6 ,  1 7 ;  E p h e s i a n s  2 : 2 0 - 2 2 ;  
G e n e s i s  2 8 : 1 4 ;  G a l a t i a n s  3  : 2 9 .

T h a t  m e a n t i m e  t h e  c h i s e l i n g ,  s h a p i n g ,  a n d  p o l i s h i n g  o f  c o n s e c r a t e d  b e l i e v e r s  i n  C h r i s t ’s  a t o n e m e n t  f o r  s i n ,  p r o g r e s s e s ; a n d  w h e n  t h e  
l a s t  o f  t h e s e  “ l i v i n g  s t o n e s ” ,  “ e l e c t  a n d  p r e c i o u s , ”  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  r e a d y ,  t h e  g r e a t  M a s t e r  W o r k m a n  w i l l  b r i n g  a l l  t o g e t h e r  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  r e s u r r e c t i o n ; a n d  t h e  t e m p l e  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  w i t h  f i l s  g l o r y ,  a n d  b e  t h e  m e e t i n g  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  G o d  a n d  m e n  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  M i l l e n n i u m .— R e v e l a t i o n  1 5  : 5 -8 .

W h a t  t h e  b a s i s  o f  h o p e ,  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  t h e  w o r l d ,  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  “ J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  b y  t h e  g r a c e  o f  G o d ,  t a s t e d  d e a t h  f o r  e v e r y  
m a n , ”  “ a  r a n s o m  f o r  a l l , ”  a n d  w i l l  b e  “ t h e  t r u e  l i g h t  w h i c h  U g h t e t h  every man th a t cometh in to  th e world", “ I n  d u e  t i m e ” .—  
H e b r e w s  2 : 9 ;  J o h n  1 : 9 ;  1  T i m o t h y  2 : 5 ,  6 .

W h a t  t h e  h o p e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  I s  t h a t  s h e  m a y  b e  l i k e  h e r  L o r d ,  “ s e e  h i m  a s  h e  i s , ”  b e  “ p a r t a k e r s  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  n a t u r e ’, '  a n d  s h a r e  h i s  
g l o r y  a s  b i s  j o i n t - h e i r . — 1  J o h n  3  :2  ; J o h n  1 7 : 2 4 ;  R o m a n s  8  : 1 7  ; 2  P e t e r  1 :  4 .

W h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t i n g  o f  t h e  s a i n t s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  w o r k  o f  s e r v i c e ;  t o  d e v e lo p  i n  h e r s e l f  e v e r y

fr a c e  : t o  b e  G o d 's  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  w o r l d ; a n d  t o  p r e p a r e  t o  b e  k i n g s  a n d  p r i e s t s  i n  t h e  n e x t  a g e .— E p h e s i a n s  4  : 1 2  ; M a t t h e w  2 4  :  
4  ; R e v e l a t i o n  1 : 6 ;  2 0 :  6 .

W h a t  t h e  h o p e  f o r  t h e  w o r l d  l i e s  i n  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  all b y  C h r i s t ' s  M i l l e n n i a l  k i n g d o m ,  t h e  
r e s t i t u t i o n  o f  a l l  t h a t  w a s  l o s t  i n  A d a m ,  t o  a l l  t h e  w i l l i n g  a n d  o b e d ie n t ,  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e i r  R e d e e m e r  a n d  h i s  g l o r i f i e d  c h u r c h ,  
w h e n  a l l  t h e  w i l f u l l y  w i c k e d  w i l l  b e  destroyed .— A c t s  3 : 1 9 - 2 3 ;  I s a i a h  3 5 .
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STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES
T h e s e  S t u d i e s  a r e  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  a s  v e r i t a b l e  B i b l e  

k e y s ,  d i s c u s s i n g  t o p i c a l l y  e v e r y  v i t a l  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  B i b le .  M o r e  
t h a n  e l e v e n  m i l l i o n  c o p ie s  a r e  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  i n  n i n e t e e n  l a n g u a g e s .  
T w o  s i z e s  a r e  i s s u e d  ( i n  E n g l i s h  o n l y )  : t h e  r e g u l a r  m a r o o n  c l o t h ,  
g o l d  s t a m p e d  e d i t i o n  o n  d u l l  f i n i s h  p a p e r  ( s i z e  5 - x 7 J * ) ,  a n d  t h e  
m a r o o n  c l o t h  p o c k e t  e d i t i o n  o n  t h i n  p a p e r  ( s i z e  4 ,l’x 6 f - )  ; b o t h  
s i z e s  a r e  p r i n t e d  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  p l a t e s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e i n g  i n  t h e  

m a r g i n s ; b o t h  s i z e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a n  a p p e n d i x  o f  c a t e c h i s t i e  
q u e s t i o n s  f o r  c o n v e n i e n t  c l a s s  u s e .  B o t h  e d i t i o n s  u n i f o r m  i n  p r i c e .

S e r i e s  I ,  "The D ivine Plan o f th e  Ages,"  g i v i n g  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  
d i v i n e  p l a n  r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  B i b l e ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  m a n ’s  r e d e m p t i o n  a n d  
r e s t i t u t i o n : 3 5 0  p a g e s ,  p l u s  i n d e x e s  a n d  a p p e n d i x e s ,  7 5 c .  M a g a z i n e  
e d i t i o n  2 0 c .  A l s o  p r o c u r a b l e  i n  A r a b i c ,  A r m e n i a n ,  D a n o - N o r w e g i a n ,  
F i n n i s h ,  F r e n c h ,  G e r m a n ,  G r e e k ,  H o l l a n d i s h ,  H u n g a r i a n ,  I t a l i a n ,  
P o l i s h ,  B o u m a n i a n ,  S l o v a k ,  S p a n i s h ,  S w e d i s h ,  a n d  U k r a i n i a n ; 
r e g u l a r  c l o t h  s t y l e ,  p r i c e  u n i f o r m  w i t h  E n g l i s h .

S e r i e s  I I ,  “ The Time is a t B and,"  t r e a t s  o f  t h e  m a n n e r  a n d  
t i m e  o f  t h e  L o r d ’s  s e c o n d  c o m i n g ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  B i b l e  t e s t i m o n y  
o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t : 3 3 3  p a g e s ,  7 5 c .  O b t a i n a b l e  i n  D a n o - N o r w e g i a n ,  
F i n n i s h ,  G e r m a n ,  P o l i s h ,  a n d  S w e d i s h .
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CHARTS OF THE TABERNACLE

S e r i e s  I I I ,  “Thy Kingdom Come,”  c o n s i d e r s  p r o p h e c i e s  w h i c h  
m a r k  e v e n t s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  “ t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  e n d ” , t h e  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  M i l l e n n i a l  k i n g d o m ; i t  
a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a  c h a p t e r  o n  t h e  G r e a t  P y r a m i d  o f  E g y p t ,  s h o w i n g  i t s  
c o r r o b o r a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  B i b l e  t e a c h i n g s  : 3 8 0  p a g e s ,  7 5 c .  F u r n i s h e d  
a l s o  i n  D a n o - N o r w e g i a n ,  F i n n i s h ,  G e r m a n ,  P o l i s h ,  a n d  S w e d i s h .

W e  h a v e  p r e p a r e d  a n d  n o w  h a v e  r e a d y  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  v e r y  
d e s i r a b l e  c o lo r e d  w a l l  c h a r t s  o f  J e h o v a h ' s  T a b e r n a c l e  i n  t h e  
W i l d e r n e s s . T h e y  a r e  p r i n t e d  b y  t h e  l i t h o g r a p h i c  p r o c e s s  o n  
w h i t e  f i l le d  c l o t h ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  u s e d  f o r  t h e  E z e k ie l  T e m p le  
c h a r t s .  T h e  w i d t h  o f  t h e s e  T a b e r n a c l e  C h a r t s  i s  3 6  i n c h e s  a n d  
t h e  d e p t h  2 7  i n c h e s .  T h e  u p p e r  a n d  l o w e r  e d g e s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  
c h e m i c a l l y  t r e a t e d  t i n  s t r i p s  ; a n d  t h e  w h o l e  m a y  b e  h u n g  f r o m  
t w o  m e t a l  e y e l e t s ,  a t t a c h e d .  T h e  c h a r t s  d e p i c t  t h e  g r o u n d  p l a n ,  
d r a w n  t o  t h e  s c a l e  o f  3  1 -3  c u b i t s  t o  t h e  i n c h .

T h e s e  c h a r t s  a r e  a m p l y  l a r g e  f o r  t h e  a v e r a g e  s i z e  c l a s s .  P r i c e  
p e r  c h a r t ,  c a r r i a g e  p r e p a i d ,  $ 3 .0 0 .

I.BS-A. BEREAN BIBLE STUDIES
By Means op “TABERNACLE SHADO W S saorwocs*

Chapter IV: “The Great Day ot Atonement”
W eek  o f  Feb. 6 .  . . Q .2 5 -2 9  W eek  o f  Feb. 2 0  . . Q . 3 5 -3 8  
W eek  o f  F eb . 13  . . Q . 30 -3 4  W ee k  o fiF eb . 27  . . Q . 3 9 -4 2  
New Tabernacle Shadows, w ith  questions and notes, £5c each

S e r i e s  I V ,  “The B a ttle  of Armageddon,” s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  d i s s o ­
l u t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  o r d e r  o f  t h i n g s  i s  i n  p r o g r e s s  a n d  t h a t  a l l  o f  
t h e  h u m a n  p a n a c e a s  o f f e r e d  a r e  v a l u e l e s s  t o  a v e r t  t h e  e n d  p r e d i c t e d  
i n  t h e  B i b l e .  I t  c o n t a i n s  a  s p e c i a l  a n d  e x t e n d e d  t r e a t i s e  o n  o u r  
L o r d ’s  g r e a t  p r o p h e c y  o f  M a t t h e w  2 4  a n d  a l s o  t h a t  o f  Z e c h a r i a h  
1 4  : 1  - 9  : 6 5 6  p a g e s ,  8 5 c .  A l s o  i n  D a n o - N o r w e g i a n ,  F i n n i s h ,  G r e e k ,  
G e r m a n ,  a n d  S w e d i s h .

S e r i e s  V ,  “The A tonem ent B etw een God and Man,”  t r e a t s  a n  a l l  
i m p o r t a n t  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  c e n t e r  a r o u n d  w h i c h  a l l  f e a t u r e s  o f  d i v i n e  
g r a c e  r e v o l v e .  T h i s  t o p i c  d e s e r v e s  t h e  m o s t  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  a l l  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n s : 6 1 8  p a g e s ,  8 5 c .  P r o c u r a b l e  
l i k e w i s e  i n  D a n o - N o r w e g i a n ,  F i n n i s h ,  G e r m a n ,  G r e e k ,  a n d  S w e d i s h .

S e r i e s  V I ,  “The New Creation ” d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i v e  w e e k  
( G e n e s i s  1 , 2 ) ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h ,  G o d ’s  n e w  c r e a t i o n .  I t  

e x a m i n e s  t h e  p e r s o n n e l ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  r i t e s ,  c e r e m o n ie s ,  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  
a n d  h o p e s  a p p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h o s e  c a l l e d  a n d  a c c e p t e d  a s  m e m b e r s  
o f  t h e  b o d y  o f  C h r i s t : 7 3 0  p a g e s ,  8 5 c .  S u p p l i e d  a l s o  i n  D a n o -  
N o r w e g i a n ,  F i n n i s h ,  G e r m a n ,  a n d  S w e d i s h .

S e r i e s  V I I ,  “The Finished M ystery,”  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  v e r s e - b y - v e r s e  
e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  B i b l e  b o o k s  o f  R e v e l a t i o n ,  S o n g  o f  S o lo m o n ,  
a n d  E z e k i e l :  6 0 8  p a g e s ,  i l l u s t r a t e d ,  $ 1 .0 0  i n  c lo t h ,  2 0 c  i n
m a g a z i n e  e d i t i o n — l a t t e r  t r e a t s  R e v e l a t i o n  a n d  E z e k ie l  o n l y .
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1920
“77ic God of Israel is he that giveth strength and pow er unto his people. Blessed he God.”— Psalm 68:35.

IT IS with much gratitude and thankfulness of heart 
that we acknowledge the blessings of the Lord 
bestowed upon his people and the work of spreading 

the gospel during the fiscal year which ended October 
31st. As each arduous task has been met, we have real­
ized how utterly impossible it is for earthly beings to 
accomplish the Lord’s work without the strength and 
power given unto his people by Jehovah through our 
Lord and Master, Christ Jesus. The experiences of the 
church are so ordered and the Lord so graciously over­
rules them as to make all work together for good, because 
his people have been called according to his purpose and 
Love him supremely.

The year 1920 must be noted as one of the most active 
years of the Society during the period of the harvest— 
a  year in which many difficulties confronted the people 
of God, and which by the Lord’s grace were met and his 
will concerning them accomplished. In  almost every 
part of the field the brethren have worked in exact har­
mony, realizing the fact that the Lord himself is di­
recting the work and that he has set the members in the 
body as it has pleased him, and that all things should 
be done decently and in order. Here and there some 
who have taken themselves too seriously and have been 
impressed too much with their own importance have 
hesitated and again have hindered; but their hindrance 
amounted to little or nothing. The Lord had his work 
performed in due time just as it should be expected. 
We are grateful in our hearts for all these experiences, 
accepting them as further evidences of the Lord’s guid­
ing hand and protecting care over his people. Then, 
again, the disturbed condition of the world, due to the 
fact that the old order is passing away and the fact that 
there is general discontent, distress and perplexity, has 
made the task of spreading the truth somewhat more 
difficult.

Early in the year we found ourselves confronted with 
a  paper market at high tide and still rising, with strikes 
among printers; and it seemed that it would be almost 
impossible to publish the Society’s journals. After 
taking the matter to the Lord and watching earnestly 
for his leadings, in a short while found ourselves in 
possession of a well-equipped printing plant with several 
first-class presses; and in due time the Lord brought 
forth fully consecrated brethren to man those presses 
and to do the work, so that during the greater portion 
of the year all the work on T h e  Watch T ower, T he
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Golden Age, and many of the booklets, has been done 
by consecrated hands, but one motive directing their 
actions, and that motive being love for the Lord and his 
cause of righteousness. I t  has been sweet experience to  
work with such consecrated brethren, knowing that each 
one had an equal interest in  all that was being done; 
and above all, to know that the Lord was overseeing, 
directing, and protecting. W hen other journals and 
publications were required to suspend because of paper 
shortage or labor troubles, our publications went 
smoothly on. I t  is true that the cost o f materials has 
been much higher, but the Lord has graciously provided 
the m eans; and w ith the close of the fiscal year there is 
every reason to rejoice. We count all the trials joy, 
because these experiences constitute proof certain that 
the spirit of God that leads unto glory has been resting  
upon those who have been humbly trying to glorify his 
name by spreading the glad tidings.

• When T he Golden Age was launched, it will be re­
called by many readers of T h e  Watch T ower that the 
Office Manager announced at a public convention that the 
President of the Society had inquired of him if he 
thought it were possible to get the circulation of T he 
Golden Age to four millions within one year. Of 
course such a statement was thought to be a joke by 
many who hoard it. Such a thing was thought to be 
impossible. But with the issue of September 29th—■ 
before the end of the first year—the circulation of T h e  
Golden Age reached a mark considerably above four 
millions, carrying a message which we believe is now 
due to be given to mankind. Some appreciation can be 
gained of the volume of work required when we state 
that more than 38 carloads of paper were used in 
issuing T h e  Golden Age during the year. The sub­
scription list has gradually increased and the reports 
coming from people throughout the country show how 
much this part of the work is appreciated by those who 
care to know something about the meaning of these dis­
tressing times.

Notwithstanding the vicissitudes and tribulation 
through which the church has passed since 1916, the 
number reported as partaking of the Memorial in 1920 
exceeded that of any celebration of that event within 
forty years. There has been a gradual and healthy 
increase in the numbers of those coming to a knowledge 
of God’s great plan, and these have manifested a keen 
desire to make it known to their fellow creatures.
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THE PUBLIC SERVICE
The attendance at public m eetings during the year 

and the interest m anifested by those who have attended 
is positive proof of an increasing hunger among the 
order-loving people of the world for more of the con­
soling things that come from  the Lord. The total 
number of public m eetings held during the year by 
American brethren alone who have been engaged in the  
service under the supervision of the Society is 3 ,429; 
and the attendance at these m eetings aggregates 582,427. 
The interest at public m eetings has been specially 
marked in European countries. Brother Rutherford has 
made a tour of a goo’dly portion of E urope; and Brother 
M acmillan another portion; and the interest a t all 
places visited has been greater than ever before m ani­
fested.

D uring the year there have been 104 American breth­
ren engaged in the P ilgrim  service. These have made a 
total of 6,853 visits, and have held 10,641 class m eet­
ings, with a total attendance of 498,128. The total 
number of miles they traveled is 627,949.

By comparison it w ill be observed that the attendance 
at the public m eetings during the year 1920 was more 
than five tim es as m uch as during the preceding year. 
The friends generally have taken hold of the public 
m eetings w ith an earnest zeal befitting those who are 
members of the house of the Lord, and have procured 
good halls and advertised w e ll; and where this has been 
done the attendance has been unusually good, with a 
m anifestation of interest which has never before been so 
great.

THE MESSAGE OF THE HOUR
The church is awake to the fact that the evidence is  

overwhelming that the old world began to end in 1914  
and is rapidly passing away, and that the Scriptures 
prove conclusively that w ith the passing of the old and 
the beginning of the new order restitution blessings w ill 
begin to flow to the people, and that the complete pass­
ing of the old order and the inauguration of the new  
w ill be seen by the present generation, and that there 
are m illions of people now liv in g  on the earth who w ill 
w itness th is change, many of whom w ill have the oppor­
tun ity  of rendering themselves in  obedience to the new  
order and of being blessed with restitution to life , 
liberty, and happiness. The Scriptural proof of these 
points is so clear, so cogent, and so forceful that it  is 
entirely unanswerable, and the opponents of the truth  
do not attem pt to answer.

I t  was thought well to print the lecture of the Presi­
dent of the Society on this subject in  book form, which 
has been done; and at m eetings held during the last 
month of the year these booklets were ready for sale and 
were sold. The demand for them  has been very great. 
In  the U nited States the first edition of 100,000 has 
been nearly disposed of and another edition of 100,000 
is being put on the press.

This book has been translated into seventeen lan­
guages and is being printed as rapidly as possible, and 
translation into other languages is progressing. D uring  
the recent v isit of the President of the Society to Euro­

pean countries printing plants at various places were 
started and there are now off the press or in  course of 
preparation in various European languages a total o f  
more than 500,000 volumes; and these are being sold to  
the people at an unprecedented rate.

There is no explanation for th is except that th is  
message is the one the Lord desires now to go to the 
people as a witness before the final and complete end; 
and that he will have it  thus carried to all nations as a 
witness before the end comes. Everywhere the friends 
are realizing the privilege of giving out th is message. 
A ll the public speakers are using the same subject: “M il­
lions Now Living W ill Never D ie” ; and other means 
are being used to call the people’s attention to th is  
message of consolation at th is tim e. The Lord is afford­
ing a wonderful opportunity for all the consecrated now  
to devote their talents of tim e, energy, money, etc., in  
the publication and proclamation of this message. I t  
is impossible for any of us to appreciate fu lly  the fact 
that Satan’s empire which has dominated and oppressed 
the hum an race for six  thousand years is  now rapidly 
disintegrating, and that another greater power, th e  
kingdom of the Lord, is now being established, which 
kingdom  w ill never have a successor, but which shall 
stand forever, and which shall be the means for blessing  
with life , liberty and happiness all the peoples of earth 
who desire thus to be blessed.

COLPORTEUR WORK
A t the beginning of the fiscal year there were only  

225 active colporteurs in  the field. The number has 
now increased to 350, all o f whom are devoting their 
entire tim e to the service. The colporteurs have made 
a splendid record this year. Besides selling a number 
of books, they have taken m any subscriptions for T h e  
Golden A ge and T h e  Watch  T ower.

In  addition to the colporteurs there are reported to  
th is office 8,052 class workers. W hile we are pleased 
indeed w ith the work done by the local workers in  the  
classes, i t  is  the colporteurs who have made the best 
record. Colporteurs and class workers together have  
sold during the year Scenarios, m iscellaneous books, 
seven volumes of S tudies i n  t h e  S criptures (includ­
ing the Zg ) ,  to the number of over 600,000 volumes. 
Adding to th is the books furnished by the home office 
to those speaking foreign tongues who reside in  the  
U nited States, the tota l output for the year has been 
641,022 volumes. Further, the class workers and col­
porteurs have obtained 139,514 subscriptions to T h e  
Golden A ge;  and in addition to this, distributed a 
large number of sample copies of that magazine. T h is, 
part of the work makes a very gratifying showing for the 
year.

W hile we are indeed thankful to the Lord and glad 
for such a showing, we hope that the year now beginning  
w ill show a m uch greater record. Som e of the dear 
ones cannot give all their tim e to the colporteur service, 
but only a few days. We urge all who can devote their 
entire tim e to do so. There is no better means of spread­
ing the glad tid ings than through the colporteur w ork;
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and those who engage in it give testimony of great 
personal blessings. We strongly urge the class workers 
and the colporteurs everywhere that when they make a 
sale of only the “Millions’’ booklet, the name and 
address of the purchaser be kept, and after allowing 
them time to read it, call again and canvass them for 
“The Finished Mystery”, and then for all the volumes. 
We hope to sec a great increase in the output of “The 
Finished Mystery” in the next few months; and the 
indications are that this will be the result.

CORRESPONDENCE

During the year the correspondence has been unusu­
ally heavy and the office force has worked industriously 
to handle this in conjunction with the other work. 
Letters to the number of 183,125 were received during 
the fiscal year; and 115,152 were dispatched.

CONVENTIONS

The Society has held thirty-six general conventions 
during the year, to say nothing about the many local 
conventions the friends have arranged. These gather­
ings have been not only seasons of uplift and encourage­
ment to the brethren generally, but have greatly stimu­
lated the friends everywhere to an increased zeal and 
earnestness in the proclamation of the Lord’s message 
and in the preparation of themselves for his kingdom, 
which is now being established.

ANNUAL MEETING

Agreeable to the provision heretofore made by the 
shareholders of the Society, the annual meeting for 
1920 was held at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on the 31st 
day of October last. This meeting was held in conjunc­
tion with a three-day convention at that place. About 
900 friends attended the convention, and 2,500 of the 
public a Sunday afternoon meeting addressed by Brother 
Van Amburgh. The 31st coming on Sunday, the annual 
meeting was formally held on Monday, November 1.

The meeting was called to order by the Vice-Presi­
dent, Brother Wise, who presided in the absence of the 
President. At that time Brother Rutherford was in 
Europe, carrying out certain work that had been out­
lined for him there. A report from him was read to the 
convention, briefly reviewing the year’s work. A report 
was made also by the Secretary and Treasurer to the 
convention. The scope of the work generally was dis­
cussed by other members of the office staff.

Brother Van Amburgh, as Secretary and Treasurer, 
has been connected with the work at headquarters longer 
than anv other person in the service, and in his report 
to the convention he slated that the work at the Bethel 
during the past year has been the most efficient ever 
known. During the year 130 persons have been em­
ployed at the Bethel headquarters and each one has 
done with his might what his (or her) hands found to 
do. There being no officers to elect this year, after the 
reports were heard and discussed and a season of sweet 
fellowship enjoyed, the annual meeting adjourned.

During the convention many of the friends visited the 
burial place of Brother Russell; and on October 31—- 
the anniversary of his change—a large number assem­
bled at the cemetery and there held a memorial service 
in honor of the memory of our beloved Pastor, who has 
gone to his reward in the kingdom.

FINANCIAL

Members of the Society supporting the work with 
their “Good Hopes” are always glad to know, of course, 
of the financial condition. I t is with pleasure that we 
give the report this year and with gratitude to the Lord 
for his supply of the funds with which to carry on the 
work. The policy long ago established by Brother 
Russell is still carefully followed, viz., to lay out the 
work for the year and carry it on to the extent that the 
Lord indicates by the amount of money contributed, it 
being the practice never to contract any debts but to 
pay the bills as we go. We append a brief summary of 
the state of the finances:

B alance on hand, November 1, 1919...........................$ 15,706.60
“Good H opes” receipts, 1920..................................... . 201,100.00

$216,806.60
Expended in foreign w ork th rough  foreign

branches ......................................................................... $ 68,887.63
Special free  li te ra tu re ....................................................  82,231.98
I'ilg rim  service...................................................................  28,388.98
I ’ublie m eetings—publicity ............................................ 17,273.63
Conventions .......................................................................  1,357.18
Office, household and cu rren t expenses....................... 16,384.85
B alance on hand, November 1, 1920........................... 2,282.35

$216,806.6®
FOREIGN WORK

When the World War came on the cooperation in the 
work between the home office at Brooklyn and the branch 
offices throughout the world was very much hindered; 
and when in 1918 the persecution became so great in 
America, the relationship between the home and the 
foreign offices was practically severed. We are pleased 
to report, however, that since then the former relation­
ship of union in activity, as well as in spirit, has been 
fully revived, and the work in foreign fields is progress­
ing to the Lord’s glory and to the edification of his 
people. No representative from the home office had been 
able to visit the European offices since 1914 until the 
present year, when the President of the Society, upon 
the urgent request of the foreign brethren and upon the 
advice of the Board of Directors at the home office, 
made a visit to Europe.

GREAT BRITAIN
As heretofore stated in these columns, the President 

of the Society \isited Great Britain in the month of 
September and found the classes in a healthy spiritual 
condition and rejoicing in their privileges of service. 
From the British Branch we have the following sum­
mary of facts relative to the work:

During the year there has been an average of 46 
engaged in the colporteur service; and 24 others have 
given a portion of their time to that w®rk. The Seventh
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Volum e has not been sold extensively for the reason 
that the supply was very lim ited. Now a goodly supply  
is  on hand and this portion of the work w ill be pushed  
rapidly. D uring 1920 there have been put out Studies 
in  the  Scriptures to the number of 83,722 volumes, 
which is a large increase over the previous year. In  
addition to this, Mannas, Scenarios, Sermons, booklets, 
etc., to the number of 40,129 have been distributed. The  
volunteer work shows an increase in the last year, about 
three tim es as much free literature having been dis­
tributed as during the year 1919, the total am ount 
distributed being 4,300,000 copies of T h e  Bible Stu­
dents Monthly.

The P ilgrim  service shows a good result, 1433 visits 
having been made to classes; and 727 public m eetings 
held, with a total attendance for the latter of 107,536. 
D uring the year fifteen conventions were held, which  
have proven a great spiritual up lift to the brethren and 
an encouragement to them to push forward with greater 
zeal in the Lord’s work.

In  addition to the regular public work the B ritish  
Branch has inaugurated a country extension work, two 
brethren traveling together on a motorcycle w ith a side 
car, visiting the smaller towns and holding public m eet­
ings, and being followed by a colporteur. D uring the 
year 461 such m eetings have been held, w ith  a total 
attendance of 13,000, and w ith the result that 6,169  
volum es were sold. The work has proven very profitable 
and helpful to those engaged in  it. We quote from  a 
letter from  the Manager of the British Branch:

“Your recent letter respecting the financial aspect of 
the British work has urged some brethren to give closer 
attention to the home needs; and on the other hand, it  
has had the effect of m aking some think that the B ritish  
office is  extravagant w ith the money given to its care. 
Y ou know that the work here is conducted on the m ost 
economical lines possible to us. W hile your letter does 
not make any profession of covering the whole situation, 
it  does reveal the fact that the British work has always 
had to depend upon the head office for support. In  
recent years th is has taken the form of our using money 
due the home office for goods, etc. N o doubt your letter  
w ill help the British friends to realize som ething more 
of the care of the home work, and probably awaken them  
to the fact that there are large areas of the world which 
are waiting for the Lord’s message— “this gospel of the 
kingdom”— th is gospel of its im m inence which m ust 
be proclaimed before the fu ll revelation of the Lord. I  
am sure the B ritish  friends w ill want to have their  
share in  sending the message afield as well as giv ing the 
witness at home.

“A s we stand in  the opening days of a new year, we 
look forward w ith  pleasure and joyfu l anticipation to 
service for our dear M aster during the days th at are 
awaiting us. W ith the joy of the truth in  our hearts, 
compassed by the love of God, and filled w ith the spirit 
of holiness and service, we want to be ready to do what­
ever our divine Master shows us is our work, and to go 
wherever he m ay lead. The im m ediate work which is 
shown to be at our hand is the distribution of the special

number of Th e  Golden Age. I  am glad to be able to  
report that very many of the classes are taking up th is 
work quite readily. Some sm all classes have intimated 
that they do not see their way to engage in  the work,, 
and there are some members of the classes who hesitate  
to join with their brethren in  giv ing out the message 
which th is number contains. I  have no doubt that very 
soon there w ill be unanim ity of thought and purpose 
among the brethren and that the church of God in this  
part of the harvest field w ill give th is witness, telling  
all Babylon not only that it has taught untruth, but that 
its whole position is wrong in the sight of God and is 
positively injurious to men. Some of those who know  
of the work hesitate to go forward to it because they say 
they fear they are not paying enough attention to their 
own spiritual needs. These seem to be like those in> 
Gideon’s army who, taken down to the water, were 
tested of the Lord as to their fitness to be his agents,, 
and who, instead of showing their activity and readiness 
for service, bent down or lay down by the water that 
they m ight get such a draught as would satisfy them. 
Evidently the Lord wants h is people to be ready to use 
the truth that he has given, and we seek for ourselves 
(and would urge others to the same m ind) to be ready 
for the Lord whenever he m ight call. I t  is evident that 
the Lord has not given us the water of truth merely to 
enjoy it, but that we m ight get enough for our purifica­
tion and for his service.”

CANADA
The Canadian Branch was removed from  W innipeg  

to Toronto because the latter city is more conveniently 
located for the service of the friends and the public. 
The office is located at 270 Dundas Street W est, Toronto, 
Ontario. The work accomplished by this branch during  
the year has been very gratifying. The persecution  
which came upon the Canadian brethren because of their 
faithfulness to the truth has served only to stir them to  
greater zeal and earnestness for the Lord, rejoicing in  
th is evidence that the Lord is directing them.

D uring the year there have been ten P ilgrim s en­
gaged in  the service. T he total attendance at the public- 
m eetings held by these brethren has aggregated 102,394. 
They also visited the classes throughout Canada and 
held many private or parlor m eetings, which have been 
uplifting  and helpful to the friends. Additionally, 
there have been twelve general conventions held in  the  
Dom inion during the year.

Because of the scarcity of paper, the volunteer work 
has not been so great, yet the friends in Canada have dis­
tributed approximately one m illion copies o f free liter­
ature, and besides have used the newspapers largely in  
advertising the publications.

D uring the year thirty colporteurs have entered the  
field of service and have made a splendid record; and 
others have signified their intention of entering soon.

T h e  P hoto-Drama op Creation has been well re­
ceived everywhere in Canada. H alls have been over­
taxed. As is well known, the P hoto-Drama is not now 
in  good condition and the means are not at hand to-
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renew i t ; but with such equipment as is available it has 
been shown to good advantage in a number of places. 
In  Canada alone the attendance at exhibitions has been 
approximately 70,000.

Since the lifting of the ban on the literature in Can­
ada there has been a wide sale of “The Finished Mys­
tery”, total sales of the cloth-bound and paper-cover 
editions exceeding G5,000.

Although this office has been established only a short 
while, the correspondence has been quite large. Letters 
received during the fiscal year numbered 12,003; and 
letters dispatched, 23,787. Opening the office at Toronto 
has proved a great blessing to the friends, as it is much 
more conveniently located for the carrying on of the 
\\ ork.

The work during the year has cost the outlay of con­
siderable money, but although Canada is one of the new 
branches of the Society, we are pleased to say that it 
has been practically able to take care of all its ex­
penses up to this time. The dear friends have responded 
nobly, giving evidence of their full consecration and 
devotion to the Lord.

Persecution has been heaped upon the Canadian 
brethren by some politicians, aided by the clergy. In ­
stead of hampering the work, this has had a tendency to 
advertise the truth and call attention of the people 
generally to the fact that the Bible Students are being 
unjustly persecuted, and, desiring to know the reason, 
they have been led to read much of the literature. So 
again we find, as St. Paul stated concerning his experi­
ence: “Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and 
strife”. Because of the envy and strife manifested 
toward the Bible Students of Canada, the truth has 
been more widely advertised and there is an ever-in­
creasing interest in the message of Messiah’s kingdom. 
Everywhere the public meetings are better attended than 
ever before, halls being packed and the attendants eag­
erly listening to the message. We feel very grateful to 
the Lord for his manifest blessings upon his work in 
Canada.

CENTRAL EUROPE
The World War greatly disorganized the work in 

Central Europe; but we are happy to report that now 
the work is progressing rapidly. On the occasion of the 
visit of the President of the Society to Central Europe, 
opportunity was taken to organize the work on a more 
efficient basis. After consultation with brethren from 
several of the countries it was deemed for the best in­
terests of the work that a Central European office be 
opened, which was accordingly done. This office will be 
known as the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society’s 
Central European Office, and for the present will be 
located at Zurich, Switzerland; but it is expected that 
it will be moved shortly to Berne, Switzerland. The 
countries under the supervision of this office are Swit­
zerland, France, Belgium, Holland, Germany, Austria, 
and Italy. Brother C. C. Binkele has been appointed 
manager of this office, and under the direction of the So­
ciety will have general supervision over the work in the 
countries named. All orders intended for the home

office and remittances to the home office from any of the 
seven countries above mentioned will be made through 
the Central European Office. This will be more con- 
\ cnient for the friends and will save loss on exchange of 
currency. A supply of literature will be kept at this- 
office for the purpose of supplying the needs of the 
friends in those countries.

Certain of the brethren, fully consecrated to the 
truth, organized a printing establishment in Switzerland 
and fully equipped it with good presses and fonts of 
type m many languages; and the Society has an unusu­
ally favorable arrangement with this printing concern 
for tlic publication of its European literature. Thia 
office is now preparing a quantity of literature for use 
in these countries; and during the recent visit of the 
President to Europe, printing orders were put on the 
presses in Great Britain, the Scandinavian countries,, 
and Switzerland, and there are now completed or in, 
course of preparation 550,000 volumes of the book,. 
“Millions Now Living Will Never Die,” which, besides 
the English edition, is being translated and published' 
in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, Swedish, French, German,, 
and Hollandish. At four public meetings addressed by 
Brother Kutherford in a small portion of Europe 5,050* 
of these volumes were sold. This is a sample of the 
earnestness with which the people are grasping for the 
truth. There never has been manifested such interest 
in Germany as at this time. Great crowds are coming;, 
and while the opposition is rising, the truth is also rising;

OTHER LANDS
In  addition to the languages above mentioned, the 

“Millions” booklet is being translated in the Malayalam 
and Burmese dialects for use in India, in addition to a 
large shipment of the English edition that is being for­
warded there. The work in India is progressing in a  
very gratifying way.

We are pleased to report that the work in South 
Africa is also showing gratifying results.

The condition of the people and their desire for the 
truth makes it manifest from recent experience that 
there is a wide field of operation for the spreading of 
the glad tidings in the Near East. In  Syria there are 
many Christians among the Syrians. Among the Arabs 
there are also a number of Christians; and even some of 
the Mohammedans have a hearing ear. After looking 
over the field it was deemed to be in harmony with the 
Lord’s will that an effort should be made to give a wide 
witness of the truth from Damascus on the north to- 
Egypt on the south, and along the Nile, among the- 
Christian people. Almost every one in this territory 
speaks and reads the Arabic language; therefore ar­
rangements have been made for the translation of the 
“Millions” book and other literature into the Arabic for 
use among these people; and by the Lord’s grace we 
will push the work as he seems to indicate his desire by 
the supply of the necessary funds with which to do it.

PALESTINE BRANCH
I t  seemed proper and necessary that a branch office o f  

the Society be established within this territory where
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supply of the literature could be kept and from  which it  
m ight be distributed. Accordingly a branch office has 
been established at Ramallah, Palestine, which is w ithin  
sight of the city of Jerusalem . I t  w ill be known as the 
Palestine Branch, the address b e in g : Watch Tower Bible 
and Tract Society, Ramallah, Palestine.

The Scandinavian countries of Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark and Finland have made a splendid record dur­
in g  the year past. A great many books .have been pub­
lished and distributed. Brother M acmillan is now mak­
in g  a tour of those countries and reports indicate that 
the m eetings are well attended, houses being crowded 
everywhere and large numbers availing themselves of 
the opportunity to purchase after the lectures the book 
“M illions N ow L iving W ill Never D ie”.

W hile we have no detailed report as yet from Austra­
lia, the general reports indicate that the work in  that 
part of the field is in  splendid condition. Brother Mac- 
Pherson is now m aking a tour of Australia and N ew  
Zealand, holding public m eetings with splendid results.

The new branch established at Cluj, Roumania, from  
which the work in  Roumania and H ungary is directed, 
is m aking splendid progress also.

The Jugo-Slavs are an orderly people, m any of whom  
are C hristians; and we hope to give the witness to them  
as soon as the Lord opens the way for the publication  
of literature.

The “M illions” booklet is being prepared in  the Greek 
language, and together with other literature of the

Society in  Greek w ill be used in further prom ulgating  
the truth in Greece and the Isle of Crete.

The work in Poland is more particularly under the  
supervision of the Polish Branch of the Society situated  
at Detroit, M ichigan. We note w ith joy the great inter­
est manifested by the Poles, both in  America and in  
foreign countries. Practically all o f the seven volumes 
are now translated into Polish and some of them  into  
Russian, and the “M illions” book is being translated into  
both of these languages also.

Additionally, the work among the H ungarian, L ith­
uanian, Croatian, Servian and Ukrainian population  
in  this country is  progressing well, m any m anifesting  
a deep interest in  the study of God’s wonderful plan.

There is a great incentive for the Lord’s consecrated 
little  ones now to bend their efforts in  g iv ing th is world- 
v  ide witness before the final en d  and before the com­
plete establishment of Messiah’s kingdom. As we look 
back over the year past, we can truly say in the lan­
guage of our te x t : “The God of Israel is he that giveth  
strength and power unto his people. Blessed be God.”  
We give praise to him  and to our Lord and Savior 
Christ Jesus for all their mercies and loving-kindness 
bestowed so bountifully upon his children during the 
year just ended. We believe that the year opening w ill 
be one of. unprecedented opportunity for spreading the 
message of the kingdom. H ow much longer thereafter 
we may be permitted to make known the message, the 
Lord him self knows. Let us be up and doing and be 
vigilant while it is yet called d a y !

E U R O P E A N  T O U R
[C o ntinued]

ON  S U N D A Y  m orning, October 3, the vessel on 
which we were travelling dropped anchor near 
the little  town situated on the island of Kaxo, 

one of Italy’s Mediterranean possessions. W hen board­
ing this vessel at Athens we had been inform ed that no 
more passengers would be taken on but that m any  
would be discharged on the Isle of Crete and we would 
have more comfortable quarters. Exactly the contrary 
was the case. A t each port on the Isle of Crete many 
passengers boarded the vessel and few  le f t ; but the little  
Italian  settlem ent above m entioned, being the last port 
o f  call on the journey, marked the clim ax of loading the 
ship. D uring the war a great number of Italians were 
removed from Egypt and put on this island, and now  
they were taking advantage of the opportunity to return  
w ith all their effects to Egypt to work. The sight that 
greeted our eyes cannot be appreciated by verbal de­
scription. A  fleet of small vessels put out from  the shore 
and a great crowd of people came, bringing all of their 
earthly possessions. They had their household goods, 
bloom ing flowers in pots, birds in  cages, chickens tied  
together, geese and ducks. They brought pigs and goats, 
sheep, dogs, and cats; and all these live animals (and  
probably m any more that were not as readily discerned 
by the naked eye) were brought aboard. Every avail­
able quarter of the vessel was occupied— the hold, the

few cabins, the dining room, the kitchen, the decks— and 
it  was impossible to walk about w ith any degree o f ease. 
Men, women and children, together w ith  pigs, goats 
and other animals, slept on the open deck am id filth  
that words could scarcely describe.

DIFFICULTIES, DANGERS, DELAYS
The three members of our party who had chosen the 

deck as their place of habitation were pleased that they  
were not compelled to stay down in  the cabin, but at 
least could have the fresh air, if  nothing else. The ves­
sel upon which we traveled could hardly be digified with  
the name ship as that term is used in modern tim es. As 
we le ft the Kaxo port there were 572 hum an beings 
aboard, as well as many other liv ing creatures. We now  
began to realize the great peril to which all aboard were 
subjected. The decks were literally lined with combust­
ible materials, and in many places poor people were pre­
paring their food with the aid of oil lamp fires, while 
the men and some of the women constantly smoked cig­
arettes and cast burning matches about the deck. H ad  
a fire started aboard it would have been impossible to 
save scarcely any one. N o wireless apparatus was carried 
and therefore no distress signal could have been given to 
any other vessel. There were only two available life  
boats, which would hold but fifty people at the outside;
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and from the subsequent action of the officers of the 
ship doubtless they would have seized these and let the 
passengers perish.

Seeing the peril to which all this company was sub­
jected, the members of our party drew together and 
asked that the Lord would protect us and that he would 
take us safely to shore. Without a doubt we can say that 
we were miracles of his grace, because the sea was kept 
calm and the vessel finally plied safely into the harbor 
at Alexandria; and we gave thanks to the Lord for his 
loving provision for all of us. Once in the harbor, we 
thought we would land quickly; but such was not the 
case. Medical officers came aboard and ordered the ship 
fumigated before any one should land. I t  stood all day 
(Tuesday, October o) in the harbor; and late in the 
afternoon weighed anchor and pulled up to a pier. Then 
there was a long wait for personal examination, inspec­
tion of passports, etc.; and about 7.30 p. m. the captain 
and other officers, dressed in citizens’ clothes, abandoned 
the vessels and left the passengers to look after them­
selves. There was no drinking water aboard; there was 
an insufficiency of food. Some of our party had not 
partaken of a meal for more than three days. We waited 
and darkness came on, but still there was no opportun­
ity of landing. We called to a medical officer, who came 
aboard, and after we talked with him a moment he mani­
fested indignation that the Captain had taken aboard a 
crowd of people under such circumstances, and further­
more, that he had left them in the condition they were. 
He remarked: “If you have to stay on this boat tonight,
] will stay with you; but I  will do everything in my 
power to get you off”.

FINALLY TO LAND IN EGYPT
He then sent for the chief of police and after another 

long wait this official came aboard, and seeing the situa­
tion, he immediately ordered that all passengers whose 
passports had been examined be permitted to land. I t  
was only through the courtesy of the officers of Alex­
andria that we were permitted to land that night. When 
we reached the hotel and sat down to a well-prepared 
supper, we were indeed grateful for the manifestation 
of all the Lord’s favor to us and gave him thanks.

We deemed it a duty to enter a protest against such 
treatment of human beings; consequently a formal doc­
ument was drafted, addressed to His Excellency, E. 
Venizelos, Premier of Greece, a copy of which was sent 
to the American and the British consuls at Alexandria. 
We hope this may result in better provision being made 
for the people of Greece who are compelled to travel on 
the high seas. We are grateful, however, for all these 
experiences, because through them we were enabled to 
see how many people are compelled to live, and to sym­
pathize more fully with the groaning creation.

We were now entering the land of Egypt— the land 
of darkness, which has without doubt been one of the 
chief operating places of Satan for many centuries past 
—the land which lies adjacent to the promised land, 
Palestine, and evidently chosen by Satan as the place of 
his operation in attempting to thwart the purpose of

Jehovah. God has permitted him to operate, exercising 
all of his power; but ere long, as the Scriptures clearly 
indicate, he will be shorn of his power and the land of 
Egypt will emerge from the darkness into the light.

THE GREAT PYRAMID
On the Gth of October we arrived at Cairo, the modern 

portion of which is built practically on the site of the 
home of the Pharaohs. The object in Egypt which holds 
such great interest for the Christian is the Great Pyra­
mid of Gizeli. Some of our party had not heretofore 
seen it. All were anxious to view it. We spent a few 
days in and about the Pyramid, examining the wonders 
of its construction and the lessons it teaches in symbol.

Readers of T h e  W a t c h  T o w e r  are familiar with the 
description given of the Great Pyramid in these columns 
and in the S t u d ie s  i n  t i i e  S c r ip t u r e s . They are aware 
of the fact that tremendously large stones were used in 
the construction of this “witness unto the Lord in the 
midst of the land of Egypt”, as it is spoken of by the 
prophet Isaiah. There is a question, of course, in the 
minds of Bible students as to how these mighty stones 
were placed in the structure, seeing that such would be 
a difficult task even with the aid of the most modern ma­
chinery. After carefully viewing the Pyramid and its 
surroundings, the conclusion reached as to its construc­
tion is this: That a course of stones was first laid level 
with the ground; then the sand was drawn up even with 
the top of that course and the next course of stones was 
pulled up on skids resting on this sand. Thereafter, as 
each course of stones was placed, the sand was pulled up 
further, thus furnishing a means of raising the stones. 
The great quantity of sand and debris round about the 
structure clearly justifies this conclusion.

Our moving-picture brethren made some pictures of 
the Pyramid and surroundings, the like of which have 
not heretofore been made so far as we know; but which 
will bear out the conclusion that the stones were raised  
and placed in position in the manner above suggested.

WHY BUILT?
There has been much discussion among scholars as 

to the reason for building the Pyramids. A short dis­
tance south and east of the Great Pyramid stands ano­
ther pyramid, and still another further south. A few 
miles up the Nile is a number of smaller pyramids. 
The Sphinx stands to the southeast of the Great Pyra­
mid, and between the Nile and the larger pyramid 
nearest the Pyramid of Gizeh. Near the Sphinx at one 
time stood a great temple, and extending from it to the 
pyramid standing nearest to the Great Pyramid was a 
subterranean passage. The evidence seems conclusive 
that this temple, the Sphinx, and the pyramid connected 
with them bv the underground passage, as well as all 
the other pyramids thereabouts, with the exception of 
the Great Pyramid, were built under the direction of 
Satan for the specific purpose of diverting the minds of 
the people from the lessons taught by the “witness unto 
the Lord”, and to blind them as to God’s purposes.

We first examined the construction of the pyramid
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standing next to the one around which our interest 
centered. From  a distance i t  looks very much like the  
Great Pyram id; but on closer inspection it  is seen that 
the stones are not placed in  symmetrical order. The 
entrance to th is pyram id is on the north side, just as in  
the greater structure. Through it  one enters upon a 
downward passage extending to  the center of the build­
ing, which was used as a tomb, being connected by an 
underground passage with the tem ple above mentioned. 
W ithout a doubt th is pyramid was used as a place for 
burial of the dead; and w ith this indisputable evidence 
before their minds, men have long concluded that all 
the pyramids were built for the same purpose, including  
the Great Pyram id. Hence the m ajority of men today 
who have ever thought about the subject believe that all 
the pyramids of Egypt are tombs of the dead, and thus 
Satan has accomplished his purpose by building the 
counterfeit and thereby diverting the attention of man­
kind from the true significance of the Great Pyram id, 
which was built under the Lord’s supervision. The tem ­
ple above m entioned was the place for Satanic w orship: 
and the installing of the Sphinx at th is point, which 
was also an object of worship, was another attem pt to  
keep Satan and his power before the m inds of the people 
and to divert their attention from  the Lord and his plan.

A  close exam ination of the Sphinx discloses that its  
body was intended to represent that of a lion. I t  has 
the face of a man, w ith w ings appearing back of the 
head. T his same design was followed in  the figures made 
by the ancient Egyptians, some of which, cut out of sol­
id  stone, are exhibited in  the B ritish  Museum in  Lon­
don. In  cases where the whole figure has been preserved 
the feet are seen sometimes to be those of an ox. And  
thus Satan has again tried to m isrepresent the divine 
attributes.

SATAN’S DEVICES: DECEIT AND PRIDE

Nearly all visitors in  Cairo are directed to the muse­
um . We visited it  also. Am ong its exhibits are a great 
many things of Satanic origin. Much has been said and 
w ritten about the preservation of dead bodies, called 
mummies. In  this museum m ay be seen the preserved 
bodies of men and women who, it  is claimed, were of the 
old royal line of Egypt— Rameses Second and Third, 
for instance; and others. These m um m ies are taken  
from  the tombs which are found in  the numerous pyra­
mids along the N ile. Here again appears an attem pt 
on the part o f Satan to dispute God’s purpose concern­
ing sinful man. I t  was the decree of Jehovah, upon en­
tering his judgm ent against disobedient Adam, that 
“dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return” . The  
preservation of the bodies of these Egyptian rulers who 
represented Satan was, w ithout a doubt, ap attem pt on 
the adversary’s part to dispute the decree of Jehovah. 
B y these silent m um m ies Satan has sa id : “I  w ill prove 
that the decree o f Jehovah is not true; these shall not 
return to the dust. Their souls are immortal and w ill 
live somewhere else and w ill not die. Their bodies I  pre­
serve and exhibit as visible evidences that the decree of 
Jehovah is not true.” And thus he has deceived many.

There would seem to be no other reasonable purpose in  
preserving these hum an bodies.

The museum also contains a large number of statues 
of rulers of ancient E gyp t; and upon the face of each 
of these figures is an expression of apparent superiority 
over others and of disdain for others— this doubtless 
one of Satan’s designs to establish the “divine right o f  
kings” to rule over the peoples of earth. Truly, Satan, 
the God of th is world, has blinded the m inds of m en, 
' le s t  the ligh t of the glorious gospel o f Christ, who is  
the image of God, should shine unto them ” . B ut thanks 
be to God, the day is at hand, the ligh t of Messiah’s 
kingdom is beginning to shine, and soon this fraud and  
deception w ill be exposed, the darkness dispelled and  
the light of truth beam forth upon the faces of men ev­
erywhere, until even darkest E gypt shall become a land  
of light, truth and rejoicing.

WITNESS IN THE LAND OF nARKNESS
The greater number of inhabitants o f Lower E gypt 

are Arabs, m ost o f whom are in  total darkness concern­
ing the plan of Jehovah. Many are Mohammedans ’r 
some few  claim  to  be Christians, but even those have 
perverted views of God’s purposes. They seem, however, 
to be a kind-hearted people, w illing to be tau gh t; and  
when we talked to them privately concerning God’s won­
derful arrangement for the blessing of mankind they  
listened with a keen interest. I t  seems that the tim e  
has come for th is dark land to have a witness to th e  
truth. As we looked over the situation our conclusion  
was that it would be pleasing to the Lord that an effort 
be made to give them the truth, and we are w atching  
his leadings towards providing the ways and means fo r  
giving a wide witness throughout E gypt concerning  
the incom ing of Messiah’s kingdom o f  righteousness. 
The fact that in  Egypt there are many Catholics and  
Protestants, who have made a pretext o f teach in g  
Christianity, puts th is land into the class m entioned by  
the Lord when he said: “T his gospel of the kingdom  
shall be preached in all the world for a witness u n to  
all nations, and then shall the end come”.

The people of Egypt, like those of m any other places* 
are priest-ridden. They m ust have an opportunity to  
know the truth. The truly consecrated children of God 
who have been favored with a knowledge of the divine 
plan now have before them the opportunity of g iv in g  
this witness in  fu lfillm en t of the Lord’s command^ 
and to h is g lory; and we believe those throughout th e  
whole world who enjoy present truth w ill respond to  
the extent of their ability and talent in  spreading th e  
glad tid ings of the kingdom to the peoples of E gypt, as 
well as those in  other parts of the earth. One’s heart 
goes out to these people in  p ity ; and when m ingling w ith  
them, he becomes more and more convinced that now  
is the tim e to tell them  about the kingdom before it  is  
fu lly  established.

T his valley of the N ile , fam ed for its  fertility , pro­
duces wonderful crops. I t  is tilled  almost exclusively by 
a poor, ignorant class o f people, the land being owned 
by lords who seldom see it , but who draw great revenue
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from it. Thanks be to God for the approaching day of 
deliverance for the human race, when even these poor 
people shall build houses and live in them, and each one 
shall sit under his own vine and fig tree and none shall 
make them afraid. These Arabs live in very poor homes; 
in fact, many so-called civilized people would not call 
them homes at all. They need the light and the Lord 
will see to it that they get it. The time seems to be 
opportune for the beginning of the work.

NEW AID IN THE GRAND GALLERY

Bible Students understand the significance of the var­
ious passages in the Great Pyramid, and these they have 
studied with tlie keenest interest, corroborating the 
Lord's plan as revealed through the words of the pro­
phets and the teachings of Jesus and the Apostles. 
They have understood, and yet understand, that the 
Grand Gallery symbolizes the period of the Gospel Age, 
during which men have been called to the heavenly 
railing and have journeyed, figuratively speaking, up 
that passageway, looking forward to the completion of 
the church, and its glorification, pictured by the jour­
ney's end in the King’s Chamber. Since the Grand 
Gallery represents the call to the heavenly position 
of divine glory, it must have an end. As constructed, 
the Grand Gallery is narrow and steep, and its ascent 
must be made cautiously and circumspectly. The ascent 
has always been difficult, until recently. On entering it 
this time, we discovered that steps have been built the 
full length of the passage, with an iron hand-railing on 
either side, so that now one walks up it as he would up a 
staircase in a building, with supports on either side. 
The writer was interested to know when this was in­
stalled. There are men about the Pyramid who have 
acted as guides for years. Several of these were sent for 
and closely questioned. They all agreed that the mater­
ial was brought there and the construction of this stair­
way and iron supports began early in July, 1919, and 
the work was completed about the first of October, 1919. 
Immediately the writer recalled that it was about the 
first of July, 1919, that the idea was conceived of pub­
lishing T h e  G o l d e n  A g e , the first issue of which ap­
peared October 1, 1919. T h e  G o l d e n  A g e  announced, 
and continues to announce, that the establishment of 
Messiah’s kingdom is at hand, that the time of restitu­
tion is here, that the old world has ended and the new 
is beginning, and that millions now living will never die.

Why, we might ask, did the Lord not permit the

building of this stairway long ago? For many yeara 
pilgrims have visited the Great Pyramid and inspected 
its passages. The government has kept guides there to 
look after those who came. Why should the building of 
tlie stairway to make the Grand Gallery easy of ascent 
be deferred until the time indicated? Let each one 
draw such conclusions as he desires.

ENTERTAINED BY SHEIKHS
From the Pyramid our party journeyed some distance 

on camels to a settlement of Lgyptians which is situ­
ated among the date groves. The sheikh of the settle­
ment, with a great tribe, came out to meet us and 
showed much hospitality. The trees were laden with ripe 
dates. Some of the natives climbed up and brought 
down a quantity. A mat was brought and spread upon 
the ground. The sheikh seated himself upon it and 
invited Brother Rutherford to sit with him, and then 
native coffee and dates were served. The occasion was 
used as an opportunity to tell the sheikh and others 
who sat about something of the Great Pyramid, which 
was visible in the distance. These poor people are- 
greatly in need of restitution blessings; and when the- 
eves of their understanding are opened to see the Lord’s, 
kingdom, happy will they be. Simple-minded and easily 
led, without a doubt they will readily walk over the- 
“highway of holiness” and many hearts will rejoice to. 
see them being brought back to the image of the perfect 
man.

Another day our party was entertained at dinner by 
the sheikh of Mena Village, located a short distance 
from the Groat Pyramid. We were served with an elab­
orate repast and many kindnesses were bestowed upon 
us. I t  was known to these people that we were Christ­
ians and that we had come there to examine the Great 
Pyramid; and we told them in the simplest way we 
could something about its meaning, and how that the 
Lord’s kingdom, which is silently testified of, was at 
hand. They listened eagerly.

I t was in this vicinity that Moses was hidden in the 
bulrushes; but rescued and reared in the royal family, 
he became a mighty man in the land of Egypt and after­
ward led the people of God out of the midst of their op­
pressors. I t  was in this land that Joseph gathered the 
corn and conserved it for the feeding of the people dur­
ing the long time, of drouth. Happy will be the day 
when Moses and Joseph shall return to Egypt and, as 
representatives of the Christ, bless the people by feeding 
them with the bread that will sustain their lives forever.

Come, let us anew our journey  pursue,
Roll round w ith  th e  year,

And never stand  still till th e  M aster appear. 
H is adorable w ill le t us gladly fulfill,

And our ta len ts Improve,
By th e  patience of hope and the labor of love.

O ur life, as a  dream , our time, as a  stream  
Glide sw iftly  away,

And the fugitive m om ents we would not delay. 
H aste , haste  ye along, dark  m om ents be gone, 

F o r the Jubilee year
R ushes on to  ou r view, and  its  daw n is now here.

O ! a t  close of our day m ay each of us say,
I have fought my w ay th ro u g h ;

I have finished the w ork thou d idst give me to d o !
O ! th a t each from  his Lord m ay receive the glad word, 

W ell and fa ith fu lly  done!
E n te r into my joy, and s it down on my th rone!



OUR ALL FOR THE KINGDOM
— J a n u a b y  10 — M a t t h e w  19:16 - 30------

INQUIRY ABOTJT EVERLASTING LIFE JESUS ANSWERS WITH ANOTHER QUESTION--- GOD’S INHERENT GOODNESS —  THE GOODNESS
OF HIS MESSAGE —  A YOUNG MAN LACKING IN FAITH— BICHES AND THEIR DETEBBING EFFECT —  REWARD FOR SACRIFICE.

“Thou Shalt love th y  neighbor as thyself .”— Mattheio 19:19.

El  ARTHLY riches do not assure their possessor of con- 
1, tinuity of life. The rich young ruler, whose name is 

not given, although possessed of an abundance of the 
things of this life, longed for an assurance of everlasting 
life. As a Jew he knew the law; he understood that God 
had made with this nation, and with no other, through 
Moses the mediator, a covenant, under which everlasting 
life might be attained. He perceived, however, that even 
the best men of his nation had failed to gain eternal life 
under this covenant, and that all had died. He had heard 
of Jesus, and how that “never man spake like this man”, 
and he knew that in many respects his teachings were of a 
very positive character, and that his manner and instruction 
were not like those of the scribes and Pharisees, uncertain 
and equivocal, that he taught as one having authority, and 
knowing what he taught to be true. So when occasion pre­
sented itself he put the question; “Good Master, what good 
thing shall I do that I may have eternal [everlasting] life?” 

Instead of answering his question directly our Lord in­
quired why he thus addressed him as “good”. Jesus’ words 
do not imply, as some have surmised, a denial of being good. 
Rather, he would impress upon the young ruler the import 
of his own language, that when he got his answer he might 
appreciate it the more. Our Lord’s words might be para­
phrased thus: Are you addressing me as Good Master from 
the heart, or only as a complimentary salutation? If you 
really believe me to be good, you must believe in me as a 
teacher sent of God, the All-Good. More than this, you 
must believe my testimony, that I proceeded forth and came 
from God, that I am the Son of God. If my testimony is un­
true in any particular I am not good at all, but a falsifier, a 
hypocrite, a blasphemer. If, then, you call me Good Master 
from the heart, and believe that I am the “Sent of God”, the 
Messiah, you will be the better prepared to receive my 
reply as the divine answer to your question.

Without waiting to require that the young man should 
commit himself definitely on the point involved, but content 
with merely raising the issue in his mind, our Lord pro­
ceeded to answer the question.

LIFE AND THE LAW
We are not to understand our Lord’s answer to this young 

Jew, at a time when the Law Covenant was still In force, 
to be the same that he would give, or that we should give 
in his name, today, in reply to a similar Inquiry. The 
young man was living under a covenant of works, of which 
the Apostle declares, quoting from the law itself, “The man 
which doeth those things shall live by them”. (Romans 
10:5 ; Leviticus 18:5) Neither the New Covenant nor the 
grace arrangement was yet in effect; and hence they were 
not operative toward this young ruler or anybody else. Our 
Lord could not properly direct the young man’s attention to 
any other procedure than the keeping of the conditions of 
the Law Covenant, which was still in force. Anyway, this 
was what the young man inquired: “What good thing shall 
I do that I may have eternal life?” It was for this reason 
that our Lord did not say, as we should say today in 
answer to such a question : Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ; 
believe that he died for your sins, and arose for your justi­
fication, and accepting him as your Savior, present your life 
In full consecration of all its talents, powers, and oppor­
tunities to the Lord’s service.

Our Lord did point out to the young man the only way to 
life everlasting then open—the keeping of the law. He well 
knew that the young man could not beep this law perfectly, 
and hence could not obtain everlasting life through it; but 
he would bring the matter before his attention in the most

favorable form to be comprehended, without preaching 
grace, or any other feature of the divine plan not yet due to 
be announced. Hence the form of his reply.

The law was divided into two parts or tables, the first 
relating to Jehovah and the second to the neighbor. Our 
Lord ignored the first of these, realizing that the young man, 
so far from desiring to make or worship idols or another 
god, was seeking to know and to do the will of the true 
God. Our Lord would bring the answer down to the simplest 
possible proposition, and hence referred merely to the com­
mandments respecting duty toward his fellow-creatures, and 
got the response that so far as the young man had discerned 
the matter he had kept the la w ; but although he kept its 
outward form, he realized that something was still lacking. 
He had no evidence that he had received any special bless­
ing of eternal life, and wished to know of the Master what 
hindered, what he lacked of being a perfect man, keeping 
the law and meriting the reward of that law, life ever­
lasting. No wonder Jesus, looking upon him, loved him ! 
Everybody who loves righteousness loves those who are 
righteous, or who are striving to the best of their ability to 
come up to the mark of righteousness, perfection.

LIFE AND LOVE
Then Jesus told him plainly: One thing you lack. You 

have been endeavoring to keep God’s law, and have done 
well, so far as the outward Is concerned; but the spirit of 
the law you have not apprehended—the spirit of the law is 
love. The whole law “is briefly comprehended in this say­
ing, namely. Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. . . . 
Love is the fulfilling of the law.” (Romans 13:9,10) You 
have been getting the outside, or shell of the divine com­
mand, but have entirely overlooked the precious thing in it, 
the kernel, the essence—love supreme to God and love 
toward your fellowmen as toward yourself. Let me prove 
this to you, by suggesting that you demonstrate your love for 
your neighbors by disposing of your property for the assist­
ance of poorer ones. Then consecrate your life in loving 
devotion to God’s service, and come with me as my disciple, 
taking up the cross of ignominy thus involved.

The test was a crucial one, and manifested clearly the 
distinction between the letter and the spirit of the law. 
The test was too heavy for the rich young ruler. He had 
gotten the answer to his question, but oh ! it was so different 
from what he had anticipated. He had felt comparatively 
welt satisfied with himself, although realizing that some­
thing must still be lacking. He had rather expected Mes­
siah’s commendation, and perhaps some further advice, but 
nothing so radical. It was too much for him; he went 
away exceedingly sorrowful, says Luke; his countenance 
fell, says Mark; it was a sore disappointment. For the 
time being he could not think of accepting the Master’s 
prescription; the dose was too bitter, and he must at least 
think the matter over well.

It has been supposed by some that this rich young ruler 
was Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, whom Jesus 
awakened from the dead. However that may be and what­
ever course this young ruler may have subsequently taken, 
we are not informed; but of one thing we may be sure: he 
had learned a great lesson respecting the scope and signi­
ficance of the law. He had ascertained the impossibility of 
his attaining eternal life under the Law Covenant.

THE DANGER OF BICHES
Our Lord took advantage of this episode to impart a 

lesson to his disciples, showing them the danger of riches— 
380
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any kind of r ic h e s : honor of men, political influence, many 
and large ta len ts or abilities, social standing, fine educa­
tion, and m ateria l w e a lth ; fo r one m ay be rich  in any of 
these senses. “I t  is h a rd  fo r a rich m an to en te r into the 
kingdom of heaven.” (R evised V ersion) O ur L ord does not 
here undertake  to explain why there  w ould be g rea ter diffi­
culties fo r those possessing riches to en te r into his kingdom, 
but from  other scrip tu res we learn  the reasons, and why it 
is th a t the heirs of the kingdom w ill be chiefly found among 
the poorer classes. “ Ye see your calling, b re thren , how th a t 
not many wise men a fte r  the flesh, no t m any mighty, not 
m any noble, are called. B ut God h a th  chosen the foolisli 
tilings of the world, to  confound the w ise; and God h a th  
chosen the weak tilings of the world, to confound tlie tilings 
w hich a re  m ighty.” ( i C orin th ians I ; 20, 27; Jam es 2 :5 )  
The rich are  "called” in one sense of the word, but not in 
a n o th e r ; they are  equally invited, bu t they a re  less likely 
than o thers who a re  poorer to accept the L ord ’s invitation  
and to p resent them selves according to the terms  of the 
kingdom call. In th is  sense of the w ord called, only those 
who accept the call a re  m e a n t; and they then divide them ­
selves into two c la sse s ; those who m ake the ir calling and 
election sure  and obtain the kingdom, obtain a p a r t in the 
first resurrection  to glory, honor, and  im m ortality , obtain 
a place w ith  M essiah in h is throne, to share  w ith  him  in 
h is M illennial kingdom ; and o thers who do not make th e ir 
calling and election sure, e ither by becoming reprobates 
and  sub jects of the second death, o r by a fa ilu re  to m anifest 
a  sufficiency of zeal in the race fo r the prize, and on this 
account being rem anded to the class known as the g rea t 
company, who m ust come th rough  g rea t tribu lation , w ashing 
th e ir  robes in the blood of the Lamb.

I t  is well th a t we note carefully  w hat a re  the hindrances 
of these “ rich”, w hich preven t them  from  having  as favor­
able an opportunity  as th e ir  (in  ea rth ly  respects) less 
favored b re th ren : (1) the possession of ea rth ly  good things, 
“riches,” is less favorable to the developm ent of fa ith , 
w ithout which it is impossible to be pleasing to God; (2) 
these ea rth ly  advantages are  m ore likely to  develop pride, 
a  serious b a rr ie r to every grace and an impossible b a rr ie r  
as respects the kingdom, w hich can be a tta in ed  only through 
h u m ility ; (3) riches of any kind bring w ith  them  friends 
and  associates of the earth , whose h ea rts  being generally 
ou t of sym pathy w ith  the Lord and the kingdom will con­
s titu te  them  adversaries of the new mind, from  whose in­
fluence it will be the m ore difficult to  b reak  completely 
aw ay ; (4) and sum m ing up all o f the foregoing, those 
possessed of such ea rth ly  riches have proportionately  more 
to  sacrifice than  those who a re  poorer in these re sp ec ts ; 
and  th e  g rea ter the things sacrificed the g rea te r the diffi­
culty  in perform ing the sacrifice.

JESUS THE RICHEST SACRIFICER

However, on the o ther hand, it  m ay be said th a t w hen­
ever one who is rich  in th is w orld’s goods (ta len ts, etc.) 
does p resent him self a living sacrifice to the Lord and his 
service it w itnesses to a deeper heart-foyalty  than if he 
w ere poorer. It im plies a g rea te r sacrifice, and it implies 
also the exercise of g rea te r opportunities in the L ord ’s 
service. The servan t who has five ta len ts  and who uses 
them  fa ith fu lly , and doubles them , accom plishes a g rea te r 
w ork than  the servan t who, having one ta len t, uses it fa i th ­
fu lly  and  doubles i t ; and our Lord 's understanding  of this 
m a tte r  is shown in the fac t th a t according to the parable 
the one will have g ran ted  to him  au tho rity  over ten cities, 
and  the o ther au tho rity  over two, although both w ill be 
com m ended: “Well done, thou good and fa ith fu l se rvan t”. 
—M atthew  2 5 :1 4 -3 0 .

I f  we would look fo r illu s tra tion  show ing w herein the 
rich  in ta len ts, etc., have been fa ith fu l, we would find a t 
th e  head of th e  lis t our L ord him self, who “w as rich, yet 
fo r [our] sakes he became poor”. (2 C orin th ians 8 :9 )  As

he w as richer than  all o thers in every sense of the word, so 
proportionately  h is sacrifice w as g rea te r th an  th a t  of all 
o thers in every sense of the word, and h is honor, glory, and 
pow er a re  g reater. “H e is lord  of a ll.” “God also h a th  
highly exalted  him, and given him a nam e w hich is above 
e \e ry  nam e.” (A cts 1 0 :3 0 ; I’h ilippians 2 :9 )  S im ilarly  
the Apostle P au l was rich—if not in money and property, 
he w as a t least rich in education, in social advantages and 
privileges, and in life 's opportun ities; and we may say th a t 
since the Apostle so fa ith fu lly  sacrificed all these earth ly  
riches for the sake of the privilege of preaching the gospel 
of C hrist, his m ust have been a much la rger sacrifice th an  
th a t of the m ajority  of m en; and proportionately  we an ti­
cipate th a t his rew ard  in tile kingdom will be g rea t because 
he counted these earth ly  “riches” bu t ‘loss and  dross th a t he 
m ight win C hris t and be found in h im ’—a member of the 
A nointed One.— I’hilippians 3 :8 ,9 .

So then while we call a tten tion  to th e  fac t th a t few will 
bo in the kingdom who have had g rea t opportunities, p riv i­
leges, property, or o ther “ riches” of th is  world, we never­
theless encourage those who possess th is w orld’s goods of 
any kind to consider th a t they thus hold w ith in  th e ir  g rasp  
grand  opportunities which, rightly  used, w ill yield riches o f  
grace, not only in the life th a t now is bu t also in th e  life  
th a t is to come, w orking out fo r them a f a r  m ore exceeding 
and e ternal w eight of glory, proportionate  to th e ir  sacrifices 
and fa ith fu lness in th e ir  stew ardship.

ASTONISHED AT HIS WORDS

We cannot w onder th a t the disciples w ere astonished to  
learn  th a t few  of the rich would en te r the kingdom, for did 
they not see on every hand th a t the rich  had the m ore 
im portan t places in the synagogues and in the offices of 
the Jew ish  system ? Did they not see th a t com paratively 
few  of the poor in th is w orld’s goods w ere rated  among th e  
sa in ts?  No wonder they inquired, W here would the kingdom 
class be found if the rich were excluded? How, then, could 
tiie salvation  w hich God had prom ised should come through  
h is kingdom ever be atta ined?

T he tim e for explain ing these fea tu res  of the divine plan  
having not yet come, our Lord contented him self w ith m erely 
assu ring  the disciples th a t they m ust leave such a question 
to the F a th e r ; th a t  the tru th  of h is sta tem en t did not imply 
th a t  no kingdom could be form ed, bu t th a t w ith  God th e  
m a tte r  w as possible, and th a t h is orig inal prom ise to A bra­
ham  would be fulfilled, a  kingdom class be selected, and the 
blessing of salvation  be com m unicated through it. To have 
told them  of the rejection of the Jew ish  nation, all except 
tiie “rem nan t” of believers, m ainly the poor, and to have 
explained to them  th a t  the elect church, the elect seed o f 
A braham , would lie completed from  among the Gentiles, o f 
a sim ilarly  poor class as respects th is w orld 's advantages, 
would have been going beyond w hat w as then due to be 
explained, beyond w hat the disciples would have been able 
to comprehend at th a t tim e; and hence our Lord, using the 
true  wisdom from  above, refrained  from saying more than  
would be to the ir advantage to know, leaving such in form a­
tion, as he explained to them subsequently, for unfoldm ent 
to them by the Com forter, the holy sp irit w hich would come 
upon them at Pentecost.—.John 14:20.

“LORD, WE HAVE LEFT ALL”

A now idea respecting the exclusiveness of the kingdom 
offer was reaching the apostles, and I ’eter, the spokesman 
fo r them , called atten tion  to the fac t th a t although they 
w ere not w ealthy they had forsaken all th a t they did possess 
to become the L ord 's followers, and therefore  he desired an 
assurance th a t ho and his associates would be in the king­
dom. Our L ord’s reply was surely amply satisfy ing  to h is 
dear fo llow ers: he assured them  th a t no m an had left home 
or b re th ren  or s iste rs o r m other o r fa th e r  o r children oi
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lands for his sake and the gospel’s but would receive again 
-an hundred fold now in this time, with persecutions, and 
ultimately, In the world to come, such would receive also 
-eternal life. (See also Mark 10:29) There was encourage* 
-ment In this to the apostles, and there Is encouragement 
-also to all who are the Lord’s people today. Presumably 
Terse 28 Indicates the divine Intention to apportion the 
special watch-care and guidance of the twelve tribes of 
fleshly Israel to the twelve apostles, when the kingdom of 
'heaven Is established. It Is also true that the twelve 
^apostles head the twelve tribes of mystic Israel. (Revela­
tion 7) They, as special representatives of the Lord Jesus, 
are used of him In the judging work on the church. In the 
judgment which already has begun at the house of God, 
when the church Is required to appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, the faithful example and writings of the 
apostles constitute a judgment against any unfaithfulness 
•on the part of the Lord’s people, real or nominal.

“Many that are first shall be la st; and the last shall be

first,” are the concluding words of our Lord in this lesson. 
What did he mean? His words stand related to the re­
corded discourse just preceding. The rich young ruler, the 
priests and scribes and Pharisees and wealthy generally, 
appeared to the disciples to have much better opportunities 
for the kingdom than would the less learned, the less noble, 
the less influential, and the less wealthy fishermen and tax 
gatherers. Yet the latter, though seemingly less favored of 
God, seemingly handicapped by lack of influence, etc., were 
really advantaged. It was easier for them to humble them­
selves, to sacrifice earthly Interests and ambitions, to make 
a complete consecration of themselves to the Lord than for 
those who had greater advantages every way. On the con­
trary, as we have seen, position, honor of men, wealth, and 
education were all barriers to becoming disciples of Jesus. 
Thus those who were first or most prominent apparently in 
opportunity were really less favored, while those who had 
less opportunity were really first or most favored from the 
divine standpoint.

PROMOTION IN THE KINGDOM
--------- J a n u a r y  23 — M a t t h e w  20:17 - 28 -------

.-NOBLENESS AND FIDELITY o r  JESUS —  JKSUS’ BAPTISM AND H IS CUP —  THE CONSTRICTED USAGE OF THE CUP —  THE IGNOMINY 
OF APPARENT BLASPHEMY AGAINST GOD —  REQUESTS FOB SPECIAL PLACES IN  THE KINGDOM —  PLACE AND SERVICE.

“T he Son  o/ m an cam e n o t to  he m in is te red  unto , t u t  to  m in is te r , and to  g ive  h is  life  a  ran som  f o r  m any."—M a tt. £0.-98.

i T  THE time of this lesson our Lord with his twelve 
Za  apostles was en route tor Jerusalem. The rich young 

^  ruler had just visited him, and gone away sorrowful 
upon learning the terms of discipleship. Jesus had just 
said: “A rich man shall hardly enter Into the kingdom of 
•God”. The apostles had Inquired what they should have 
since they had left all, and Jesus assured them that they 
■should have a hundred fold more in this present time, with 
persecution, and in the world to come everlasting life. He 
now explained to them more particularly the Ignominy, 
shame, and death which he would experience, and repeated 
Ids assurance of his resurrection. Mark says that Jesus 
■was walking in advance of the twelve, who were discussing 
matters among themselves, overawed by the stupendous 
things which the Lord had declared to be imminent. Jesus’ 
•courage in the narrow way is surely a thing to be admired. 
How strong and noble was his character! There was no dis­
position to stop or to turn back; his sole aim was to ac­
complish all the Father’s purposes in and through him. 
While the apostles could not yet understand his course, they 
could see the majesty of his submission, yes more, the 
grandeur of his cheerful and appreciative cooperation with 
the Father’s plans.

Jesus had promised his apostles that they should sit with 
him in his throne in his kingdom. So confident were they 
that this would be as the Lord had said that they were 
discussing the positions they might occupy. Salome, the 
mother of the two disciples, James and John, came to Jesus 
and asked whether her two sons might sit, the one on his 
right hand and the other on his left, in the kingdom. And 
Jesus, turning to the two disciples, replied by asking them : 
“Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and 
to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”

JESUS’ PROGRESSIVE BAPTISM
We know that Jesus’ baptism In water took place at the 

beginning of his ministry. In harmony with the divine plan, 
he was to die as the Savior of men. And he symbolized this 
death as soon as he was thirty years of age, as soon as 
possible under the law. During the three and a half years 
of his ministry he was accomplishing this baptism, he was 
pouring out his soul unto death, and this death he finished

at Calvary. Jesus said, “The baptism that I am [being] 
baptized with” now—not a baptism which was either future 
or post.

But he spoke differently of the cup: “The cup that I shall 
drink of”. He thus implied that the cup was future—not 
in the present nor in the past He had told his disciples 
that he would go up to Jerusalem, and that there he would 
be crucified and on the third day he would rise again. And 
he said on another occasion: “Except ye eat the flesh of the 
Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life In you”. 
(John 6: 53) What the Master said about his being cruci­
fied the disciples did not understand. But Jesus understood 
the situation, and he knew that this cup was about to be 
poured for him. And so he spoke of It again, saying of 
him self: “The cup which my Father hath given me, shall I 
not drink it?”—John 18:11.

We might think of the cup as representing various ex­
periences of life: that everybody has his cup of mingled 
joy and sorrow. But Jesus used the word here in a more 
constricted sense. When he was In the Garden of Gethsemane 
he prayed: “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me ! Nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.” And 
again the same night he prayed, saying: “O my Father, if 
this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy 
will be done”. (Matthew 26:39,42) In the matter of his 
baptism into death, there was no hesitation on the Lord’s 
part. On the contrary, from the very beginning he volun­
tarily participated in It. Certain specially Ignominious 
phases of his death was the thing that he prayed might 
pass, if  it were possible. But this was what he learned was 
the Father’s will for him, and he was content to have it so.

HUMILIATING CHARGE OF BLASPHEMY
There was nothing In the law to indicate that our Lord 

should be executed as a blasphemer of the divine law. Yet 
blasphemy was the charge preferred against him. The San­
hedrin decided that he was a blasphemer in that he sa id : “I 
will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and 
within three days I will build another made without hands” 
(Murk 14:58),  also claiming that he was the Son of God. 
Apparently, then, the thing which was especially weighing 
on his mind and from which he would have liked to be
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■relieved w as the Ignominy and  sham e of being crucified as 
*  crim inal of th is  kind, as a blasphem er of th e  F a th e r  he 
ioved  so well.

Je su s knew th a t he had  come into the w orld to die, and 
th a t  he m ust suffer. B u t th is p a r t of the experience he had 
no t fu lly  understood. E vidently  he knew th a t  “as Moses 
■lifted up the serpent in the w ilderness, even so m ust the 
S ou  of m an be lifted  up” (John  3 :1 4 ) ,  fo r com paratively 
-early in h is m inistry  he had s ta ted  th is in his conversation 
w ith  Nieodemus. B ut as he cam e down nearer and nearer 
to th e  tim e or his hum iliation, his degradation , and  realized 
*11 th a t It m eant, he fe lt a  g rea t shrink ing  from  it and 
.poured out h is h ea rt in the cry, “ if it w ere possible, le t th is  
•cup pass from m e !” B ut im m ediately—proving th a t h is 
affirm ation a t the tim e of h is consecration, “Lo, I  come. . . . 
to  do thy  will, O God,” w as not em pty w ords—he added, 
“ N evertheless, not as I will, bu t as thou w i l t !”

And so, to his disciples ou r Savior s a id : Are ye able to 
la y  down your lives completely, even though th is shall mean 
to  you in justice  in the tak ing  aw ay of your lives? A re ye 
ab le  to d rink  of the  cup th a t  I  shall d rink  of? T here w ill 
tie  disgrace and ignominy connected w ith  it  all. A re ye 
w illing  to share  w ith  me in th is, my cup? They answ ered : 
“ W e a re  able”. They w ere willing.

T his, we see, is the sam e cup represented  In th e  commun­
io n  service. T he b read  represen ts th e  body and  the w ine 
th e  blood of otir Lord. T he cup especially represented  the 
•shame and  ignominy connected w ith  h is d e a th ; and th e  two 
•disciples sa id  th a t  they w ere w illing to  share  h is cup— 
th e y  had  no hesitancy. A t any cost they would be fa ith fu l. 
"They would comply w ith  any conditions he would make. 
T h ey  did not, o f course, yet know th e  fu ll im port of the 
w ord  baptism  or th e  w ord cup. These w ere things all h is 
d isc ip les  w ere feeling a fte r. W hen Pentecost should come, 
th e s e  th ings th a t Jesus had  spoken to  them  w ould come to 
th e i r  rem em brance, as he had  foretold. (Jo h n  1 6 :4 ;  1 3 :1 9 ) 
B u t they w ere w illing and anxious. And th a t  Is a ll th a t  we 

•can be. Jesus guaran teed  th a t, being w illing, they should 
■have these experiences; th a t, continuing w illing, continuing 
to  suffer w ith  him here, they should reign w ith  him in h is 
th ro n e . B u t ns to the p a rticu la r place fo r each in the 
th ro n e , th a t would not be fo r him  to say, but fo r the F a ther.

NEW LAWS OF PREFERMENT
W hen the ten o ther disciples learned the special mission 

•of Salome and the request made by and fo r Jam es and 
John , they w ere ind ignant a t them. Possibly some of them , 
J u d a s  included, w ere very anxious fo r the au tho rity  and 
.power and dignity  of the throne, bu t w ithout the very 
■special love and longing to be n ear the M aster him self, 
w hich seems to la n e  influenced Jam es and John  in the ir 
request. B ut Jesus set m atte rs  s tra ig h t w ith  them  all, and 
tu rn e d  th e ir  displeasure into an opportun ity  fo r ano ther 
good lesson, by the assurance th a t the chief positions in the 
kingdom  would be given along the lines of m eritorious se r­
vice, and that thus each one of them  would have his oppor­
tu n ity  to strive for the chief position by striv ing  to render 
service to others.

Among the gentiles the ru lers are  lords, who do no serving 
but a re  served, bu t among the follow ers of Jesus the rule is 
to  he reversed : lie who would serve most is to  be esteemed 
m ost highly. W hat a beauty there  is in the divine order 
o f  th ings! How thoroughly all who a re  rig h t minded can 
■sympathize w ith  the principles here laid  dow n! IIow reason­
able they are  and how con trary  to the sp irit of the w orld! 
T ru ly , the Lord 's follow ers w ill in th is sense of the w ord 
lie a peculiar people in th e ir zeal fo r good works, fo r serv­
ing one ano ther and fo r doing good unto  all men as they 
have  opportunity . The Apostle P eter em phasizes tills point 
(1 l ’e ter r>:6): “H um ble yourselves therefore  under the 
m ighty  hand of God, th a t he may exalt you in due tim e". 
“W hosoever exnlteth  him self shall be abased : and he th a t 
hum ble)h him self shall be exalted .”—Luke 14 :11 .

T he L ord did not have one s tan d a rd  fo r his follow ers and 
ano ther s tan d a rd  fo r him self. Consequently when they 
h ea rd  him say, W hosoever o f you w ill be chief shall be 
se rv an t of all, they could prom ptly realize th a t th is  w as the 
course th a t he had pursued, th a t he had  been se rvan t to them  
a l l ; and it  w as on account of the services th a t  he w as con­
tinually  rendering them  th a t they delighted to serve him, 
to  acknowledge him th e ir  M aster and to w alk in Ills steps. 
Indeed, they had seen only a  sm all fragm en t of the L ord’s 
sacrificing and of its far-reach ing  influence as a  service to 
others. We can see th is as we recognize the fac t th a t our 
Lord w as about to die, not m erely fo r h is disciples, not 
m erely for the Jew s, bu t to be a p rop itia tion  for the sins of 
the whole world, th a t the whole w orld eventually  m ight 
have a blessing, a  blessed opportunity  fo r coming to life 
e ternal through the m erit of h is service. O ur Lord called 
th is to th e ir  a tten tion , say ing : “Even as the Son of m an 
came not to be m inistered  unto  [served], bu t to m in ister 
[serve], and to give h is life a ransom  fo r m any”. T his is one 
of the very explicit sta tem ents of Scrip tu re  respecting the 
object of ou r L ord’s d e a th : th a t it w as not fo r h is own sins 
th a t  he died, th a t on the con trary  it  w as fo r ours, and  th a t 
in thus dying lie gave him self a  ransom  price—a corres­
ponding price, a  counter- or contra-price fo r the sins of the 
whole world.

A MUCH-NEEDED LESSON
No o ther lesson requires to  be so carefully  learned by th e  

L ord’s people as th is lesson of hum ility . I t  h as  to  do w ith  
the very hum blest of the flock, as well as w ith  those who 
a re  teachers and elders and p ilg r im s; b u t the  degree of 
force th a t seems to  come w ith  th e  besetm ent o r tem ptation  
seems to  m ultiply in proportion to  the  position and a tta in ­
m ents of the Individual. P ride  and  am bition m ay be in those 
who have no official position in the church, often asserted  in 
fault-finding and criticism  which, to  the hearers, is Intended 
to  imply superior wisdom o r ab ility  on th e  p a r t  of the 
critic—th a t h is wisdom only w aits  fo r opportunity  to  m ani­
fes t h is  g reatness above h is fellows. We are  not objecting 
to a  kindly, b ro therly  w ord of criticism  given p rivately  and 
w ith  a view to helpfulness, bu t m erely to the k ind w hich 
vaun ts itse lf and seeks to do in ju ry  to the repu ta tion  of 
ano ther occupying a  p referred  position.

As the Apostle intim ates, however, th is  besetm ent bears 
chiefly upon those who have some ta len t, some ability , and 
whom th e ir  fellow s have to  some ex ten t honored as 
teachers. L ittle  men, like litt le  ships w ith broad sails, a re  
in g rea t danger of being capsized if too strong a w ind of 
X>opularity play  upon them. Not only so, bu t we believe 
th a t even the most humble, the m ost fa ith fu l, the most 
zealous to bo servan ts of the cause, have continual need to 
bo on guard  lest th e ir good intentions should be used of the 
adversary  ns a tra p  for the ir ensnnrem ent. L et us rem em ­
ber the Apostle's w ords: “Be not many of you teachers, my 
brethren , know ing th a t we shall receive heavier judgm ent” 
—being exposed to g rea te r tr ia ls  and tem ptations as a 
result. T h is m ust not h inder any who have ta len ts from  
using them , bu t it should make each one very carefu l th a t 
he does not th ink  m ore highly of him self th an  he ought to 
th ink, bu t to th ink  soberly. I f  the judgm ent of the m ajo rity  
of the congregation does not recognize his adap ta tion  to th e  
service of a teacher, he should humbly accept its conclusion 
as correct, no m a tte r how highly he thought of him self 
previously. And even if the m ajo rity  should conclude th a t 
he is w orthy of a position as a teacher in Zion, he should 
tread  very softly  l>efore the Lord, very humbly, realizing 
th a t those who in any degree attem pt to im part in struction  
in sp iritua l th ings are  to th a t extent acting its represen ta­
tives and mouthpieces of the Lord him self, the  H ead of the 
body : and all should keep in m ind the Lord 's w ords in th is 
golden tex t and his own exemplification of the m a tte r : th a t 
he \\ ho serves most and not he who lords it most should 
have the chief respect of the L ord’s people.
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