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“f awll stand upon my wateh and will set my foot
wpon the Tower, and will wateh to see what He will
say unto me, and what answer 1 shall make to them
that oppose me.”—IHabakkuk 2: 1.

Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity; the sea and the waves (the restless, discontented) roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear and for looking to
the things coming upon the earth (soctety); for tge powers of the heavens (ecclesiasticsmn) shall be shaken . When }ye see these things begin to come to pass, then
know that the Kingdom of God 18 at hand.  Look up, lift up your heads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth nigh —Matt 24:33; Mark 13:29; Luke 21-25-31.



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Extension”, now being
presented in all parts of the civilized world by the WarcH Towger BieLE & TracT SociETY, chartered A. D, 1884, “For the Pro-
motion of Christian Knowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s conventions and of the
coming of its traveiing representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions,

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published STUDIES most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei Minister (V. D. M.), which translated
into English is Minister of God’s Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now belng so generally repudiated
—redemption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for
all”. (1 Peter 1:19; 1 Timothy 2:6) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3: 11-
15; 2 Peter 1:6-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which, . .has
been hid in God, . . . fo the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God”—'‘which in other ages

was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”.—Ephesians 3: 5-9, 10.
It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while 1t seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest

subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures.
hath spoken—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances.
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God.

It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
Its attitude is not dogmatic, but.confident ;
It is held as a trust, to be used only in his

service ; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his

good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge.

And we not only invite but urge our

readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly ‘his workmanship” ; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the gospel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when
finished, God’s blessing shall come “to all people”’, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20-22;

Genesis 28:14; Galatians 3:29,

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these “living stones”, “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together
in the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout

the Millennium.——Revelation 15: §-8.

That the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for everyp
man,” “a ransom for all,”” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world”, “in due time’.—

Hebrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6.

That the hope of the church is_that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,” be “partakers of the divine nature’,’ and share his
glory as his joint-heir.—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Peter 1:4.

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every

grace ; to be God’s witness
14: Revelation 1: 6; 20:

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all b
re<titution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their
Aets 3:190-23; Isaiah 35.

when all the wilfully w

ked will be destroyed.

to the world ; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.—Ephesians 4:12; Matthew 243

Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the
edeemer and his glorified church,
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1921 ART CALENDAR

WITH COLORED COVER AND DAILY TEXTS

These daily text, art calendars are very desirable for
those who prefer large date figures. There are twelve
sheets, or inside pages, each 9} x 164 inches. At the
head of each of these montldy sheets is a reproduction
of some appropriate painting illustrative of Bible events.
These inside views are printed in a special double-tone
photographic sepia, and embordered with an attractive
but modest design. The calendar part occupies two-
thirds of the page; under each date is a Scripture text.

The cover is symbolic of the parable of “The Ninety
and Nine”, and is a reproduction in four colors of A, U,
Soord’s famous painting “The Lost Sheep”.

Immediate delivery can be made on these wall calen-
dars. The price is 25¢ each, carriage prepaid, for single
copies ; 20¢ each, in lots of five.

or
indicated

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES

These STUDIES are recommended to students as veritable Bible
keys, discussing topically every vital doctrine of the Rible. More
than eleven million copies are in circulation, in nineteen languages.
Two sizes are issued (in English only) : the regular maroon cloth,
gold stamped edition on dull finish paper (size 5”x7§”), and the
maroon cloth pocket edition on thin paper (size 4”x6{”) : both
sizes are printed from the same plates, the difference being in the
margins ; both sizer are provided with an appendix of catechistic
guestions for convenient class use. Both editions uniform in price.

SERIES I, “The Divine Plan of the Ages,” giving outline of the
divine plan revealed in the Bible, relating to man’s redemption and
restitution : 350 pages, plus indexes and appendixes, 75c. Magazine
edition 20c. Also procurable in Arabic, Armenian, Dano-Norwegian,
Finnish, French, German, Greek, Hollandish, HHungarian, Italian,
Polish, Roumanian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, and Ukrainian;
regular cloth style, price uniform with English.

Series II, “The Time is at Hand,” treats of the manner and
time of the Lord’s second cowning, considering the Bible testimony
on thix subjeét: 333 pages, THe. Obtailnable in Dano-Norwegian,
Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

SeriEs 111, “Thy Kingdom Come,” considers prophecies which
mark events connected with *‘the time of the end”, the gloritication
of the church and the establishment of the Millennial kingdom ; it
also contains a chapter on the Great Pyramid of Iigypt, showing its
corroboration of certain Bible teachings : 350 pages, 75¢. Furnished
also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

Suries IV, “The Battle of Armageddon,” shows that the disso-
lution of the present order of things 1~ 1n progress and that ail of
the human panuaceas offered are valueless to avert the end predicted
in the Bible. It contains a special and extended treatise on our
Lord’s great prophecy of Matthew 24 and also that of Zechariah
14:1-9: 656 pages, 88¢, Alxo in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, Greek,
German, and Swedish.

SERIES V, “The Atonement Between God and Man,” treats an all
important subject, the center around which all features of divine
grace revolve. This topic¢ deserves the most careful consideration
on the part of all true Christians: 618 pages, 85¢. Procurabls
likewise in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek, and Swedish.

SERIES VI, “The New Creation,” deals with the creative week
(Genesis 1, 2), and with the church, God’s new creation. It
examines the personnel, organization, rites, ceremonies, obligations,
and hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members
of the body of Christ: 730 pages, 85c. Supplied also in Dano-
Norwegian, Finnish, German, and Swedish.

SeriEs VII, “The Finished Mystery,” consists of a verse-by-verse
explanation of the RBible books of Revelation, Song of Solomon,
and Ezekiel: 608 pages, illustrated, $1.00 in cloth, 20c¢ in
magazine edition-—latter treats Revelation and Ezekiel only,



arWAICH TC

VE

AND HERALD OF CHRISTS PRESENCE

Yol \LL Drceasper 1, 1920 No, 23
[CONTINUED]

N TUESDAY, Neptember 28, about 11: 30 a. m.,  phers, which is now erumbling because of age. Turther
the Simplon-Orient Bxpress, after a long and  down the same hill chambers have been cut out of the
tedious  jonwrney, pulled into the station at  solid rock, which give every evidence of being many

Athens, There we were met by a number of Greek  centuries old.  They were used at one time as prisons.
Prothren.  Some of these had come many miles from  In one of these chambers Socrates spent two years. At

other towns and had been waiting for three days, having
received no word concerning the delay of our train.
Meetings had been arranged for the preeeding Sunday
and. of course, these were not held.  After some rest at
our hotel, the party visited Mars Hill, which holds great
interest for all Christians, because St. Paul taught upon
1hat place centuries ago. A number of people being
gathered on Mars ITill, Brother Rutherford was invited
to address them. The oceasion was a very solemn one
nememory of the greal Apostle Paul. Brother Ruther-
ford spoke al some length to those assembled, using
the teat of Aetx 17: 31, and in summing np sad:

“Yesterday as 1 stood amid the erumbling tomhs of
1he Athenian philosophers and looked away at the ruins
of the once glovious Parthenon, the words of St. Paul
were vividly recalled. Nineteen centuries ago, upon the
very spot where T now stand, St. Paul taught these
heathen philorophers that there is one God, who created
the first man, from whom men of all nations sprang:
that he made man to dwell upon the earth forever and
appointed a fime for such habitation: that the death
and rexirrection of Christ Jesus provided redemption of
all from death. which came npon all because of sin; that
the appointed time of thix opportunity for life everlast-
s durmg the reign of Christ; that the resurrection
ol Jesus guarantees this opportunity to all men.  And
row [ declare unto vou that the appointed time of
Christ’s reign ix at hand, and that millions now hving
die.  The philosophers who were
here tanght, to whose memory yonder decayving monu-
ment was erected, and whose hones mingle with the dust
of that cemetery, shall be awakened and live again. “All
that are in the graves shall hear his voice and come
forth’ for such opportunity.”

on earth will never

VARIOUS ATHENIAN ANTIQUITIES

Mars Hill was a noted place in ancient Athens, It was
in fact an open forum on one part, and on another part
1he law courts were held and certain cases tried. The
place is marked on the rock where the chair of the
distinguished Dionysius sat; and it was near the same
spot that St. Paul stood when delivering his memorable
addres< to the Athenian philosophers.

On the hill to the south and overlooking Mars Hill
i~ built 2 monument to the memory of these philoso-

=3

that time the Athenians had many gods which they
worshipped.  Socrates taught that there is but one true
God : and beeause of thix he was considered a dangerous
man, upselling the doctrines of the Athenians. He was
tried and condemned to die and did die a martyr’s death
Leeause he believed and taught that there isbut one God.

Years afterward heathen philosophers, who had
erected & monument to “the unknown god”, hearing
what St. Paul was teaching in Athens, invited him to
Mars Hill to speak 1o them and that was the oceasion
ol hix declaring unto them the true God. An old ceme-
tery Hes just west of Mars Hill, which has been exca-
vated 1 recent vears; and from inseriptions upon the
monuments found this was the burial place of the
Athenian philosophers.  T{ wax interesting to visit these
tombs and have in mind that God’s appoinied time for
the reswrrection of the dead, of which 8t. Paul taught,
ix near at hand, and that cre long, by His grace. these
Athenian philosophers, together with others of earth’s
million~, will be awakened oul of death to learn the
true doetrine of salvation: and accepting and obeving it,
shall be restored to perfeet humanity.,

PUBLIC MEETING IN ATHENS

That evening a public meeting was held in the same
Eall i Athens where Drother Russell had spoken.  The
subject for the occasion wax “*Millions Now Laving Will
Never Die™. When the speaker announced {hat Socrates
and other Athenian philosophers and wize men would be
Lack in Athenz before many yvears, several of the people
were seemingly startled and sat up and listened with the
Lheenest interest. The meeting was one of nnusual in-
terest, although it was not attended by a large number,
the hall being small and only a half dayv’s notice of it
having heen given. Not a single person left the hall
during the meeting and at its conclusion many desired
to ask questions, and about half of those present left
their names and addresses.  The interest was so marked
that it was deemed wise {o announce another meeting
at the same hall for 12 o’clock the next day. This was
done: and all those who were able to get away {rom
their work who had attended the night before came to
this meeting,

Among those attending hoth of these meetings was a
Captain of the Greek army. He showed an unusnal in-

1
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terest at the first meeting, came again to the second,
asked many questions, and expressed his delight that the
Lord’s plan provided for the blessing of the whole world.
He expressed a keen desire to pursue the studies and it
is his intention so to do. He came to our hotel to bid
us good-bye.

Another gentleman who attended both these meetings
is & Judge of one of the courts of Athens. He expressed
keen interest at the first meeting, coming the next day
and asking many questions, When he bade us good-bye
the expression on his face showed that he had been
thinking seriously concerning the Lord’s arrangements.
We hope these meetings did much good. At least they
afforded the opportunity of announcing to some of the
peoples of Athens that the Lord’s kingdom is at hand.

Many other points of interest in Athens were visited,
among them the Acropolis, upon which was builded the
Parthenon, in which was erected the temple to Minerva.
The Parthenon was erected shortly after the beginning
of the gentile times. It must have been & magnificent
structure. The ruins show how massive the building
was and upon what a grand scale it was constructed.
Its crumbling ruins, however, and its passing glory are
suggestive of the passing of the gentile times, to make
way for the establishment of the better order of things.

OFF ON THE “SPARTA”

On Thuysday afternoon, September 30, a number of
the Greek brethren accompanied our party to the boat.
The Greeks seem to be a very affectionate people, and
when they bade us good-bye they kissed each one, first
on one cheek and then on the other. We boarded our
ship, a Greek vessel named the Sparfa. 'This vessel,
however, does not maintain the reputation of the Greeks
for hospitality. It is a small boat of about five hundred
tons displacement, overcrowded, with little or no accom-
modation, and making but slow progress. However, it
has afforded some experiences along the way that a
faster boat would not have given.

We are glad to report that while in Athens arrange-
ments were made for & wider distribution of the mes-
sage of the kingdom, particularly the book entitled
“Millions Now Living Will Never Die”. We feel quite
sure that it is the Lord’s will that this message should
now go to all the nations of Christendom as a final
witness before the final end of the present order. Greece
is a priest-ridden country, but we believe the people are
awakening to the fact that they have been duped and
misled by their blind guides. We believe there is a wide
field for a witness to the truth here; and by the Lord’s
grace we hope to see much more done in the near future
in giving testimony to the incoming of Messiah’s king-
dom.

It was about 8:30 Thursday evening when our ship
left Pirzeus, the port of Athens. The moon arose over
the mountains behind us, giving a wonderfully beauti-
ful sight of the harbor, the city and the surrounding
country. The boat was so crowded that only one of the
four cabins had been set aside for our party of six; and
by the time we had our baggage piled in it there was
little room left. We found it necessary for some to
sleep on deck; o we drew lots asto who should take the
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deck the first night. The three who drew the lots gladly
went to the deck, wrapped up in their overcoats and
gpent the night there. Women and children slept on the
deck ;. men and women slept in the dining room and on
the dining table; in fact, every available space on the
vessel was occupied. A heavy wind made the sea some-
what choppy and the next morning found a good many
of the passengers considerably disturbed. About two
o'clock in the afternoon our boat anchored in the harbor
of Canea, on the Isle of Crete, and soon there came
aboard our Brother Bosdoyannes, who bears all the
marks of a true Christian. Gracious in his manner, he
extended a very warm and affectionate greeting. Two
of our party were quite ill as a result of the toils of the
sea. As our ship was to remain in port a few hours,
Brother Bosdoyannes invited us to go ashore, which
we did; and after having some refreshments and walk-
ing about, we learned that the next port was some fifty
miles away and that we could take an automobile and
drive across the mountains and reach there before the
boat arrived. Our party decided to do this in order to
get a change of environment.

PLEASANT HOURS IN CANEA

While in the port we had a very pleasant visit with
Brother Bosdoyannes, who at one time was an ordained
Presbyterian preacher and for some ten years a repre-
sentative of a British Bible society on the Isle of
Crete. During that time he was & very popular man,
but after embracing the truth and teaching that with
the fervor and zeal befitting a follower of Christ, he
incurred, of course, the displeasure of the priestly order.
This has only sharpened the interest of others and we
find the brother is giving a good witness to the truth.
We promised to supply him shortly with some books on
“Millions Now Living Will Never Die”, that he may
proceed with the witness on this memorable island. We
met and conversed with several Greeks, Turks, and
Egyptians while in Canea, Brother Bosdoyannes acting
as interpreter in most instances. Some of the people
were able to speak English.

Brother Bosdoyannes arranged with a young Cretan
to drive us in an automobile over the mountain range
fifty miles to the next port, Retimo. It was a thrilling
and interesting trip. Having in mind the experiences
of the previous night, we had provided ourselves with
some bed-clothing, which was loaded into the motor car.
and our party of six and the driver began the trip about
5:40 p. m. We passed through many old and interesting
settlements. As the day faded away and evening came
on, the road was lined with native men, women, and
children, taking their flocks and herds to their homes.
Is was a picturesque and interesting sight. A simple
folk they seemed to be, and living about the same as
people must have lived more than two thousand years
ago.

gThe driver of our automobile could not speak a word
of English; but he proved to be a young man of real
character, whom none of our party will ever forget.
While riding along in the country one of the front
springs of the car broke, making it necessary to pro-
ceed slowly until we reached the next village, where he
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carctully utilized a picee of rope obtained from the
natives to repair the defeet. The lights on the car
would not work, o he improvised a light by the use of
a tallow candle and an old carriage lamyp. After traveling
for another halt hour into the mountains, the rear axle
of the car broke. This happencd approximately twenty
miles from our destination. Three members of our party
started out to walk, while the other three remained with
the young man while he tried to repair the machine.
This seemed to be a forlorn hope and we made signs
to him to go with us on foot so that we would not get
lost. He shook his head and declined to go. Digging
down in his tool box, he found a new axle and after
more than an hour’s hard work he succeeded in replac-
ing the worn out part and the car started off once more.
We soon overtook the three members of the party who
had been walking, much to their delight, as well as our
own. The young Cretan would not abandon us, nor
would he forego any possible effort to get us to the port,
at which we finally arrived shortly before midnight and
in ample time to get aboard the Sparta, which was still
loading cargo.

DEAR BRETHREN OF CANDIA

The next day our ship cast anchor in the harbor of
Candia, Crete, a very ancient city. It is claimed to be
more than four thousand years old. We did not know
that any brethren were here, but decided to go ashore
in order to get some food. As we stepped out of the
landing bhoat we were met by three brethren, who had
received word by telegram from Brother Bosdoyannes
that we were ahoard. These dear brethren entertained
us at breakfast and then with them we vicited the
muscum in this eity, which is of very great interest.
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Among other interesting things exhibited there were a
namber of copper dises wsed centuries ago for mirrors
and  are evidently  the same  kind of  “looking-
wlasses™ referred to in Fxodus 38:8 as having been used
for making the laver in the court of the Tabernacle.
Instruments of copper, tempered to take a keen edge,
were also here. This art of tempering copper has long
ginee been lost.

There are many beggars in the towns on the Isle of
Crete. a= well as many poor and deformed people, who
will doubtless rejoice greatly when they know that resti-
tution is a surety for them. The peoples of the island
seem to be very honest, which will make them ready
subjects for restitution blessings. As an illustration of
their honesty we cite one of the native customs. A man
who keeps a store goes away on errands and leaves his
place of business wide open with no one in charge. He
places a chair at the entrance on going out and this
is a sign to everybody that there is no one in, and no
one will enter the store while the chair remains in that
position.

The dear brethren in this ancient city showed great
appreciation of our visit and fellowship with them. They
requested that their names be written in our memor-
anda books so that we could remember them in prayer
while on the journey. Surely these experiences demon-
strate that there is no tie that binds together the hearts
of men as does the tie of love among those who are
in Christ Jesus. While they seemed to have little of this
world’s goods, they insisted on providing cvery little
comfort that we had while in the town; and when we
parted from them, they cxpressed their deep regret at
not having been able to do more for us and to have more
fellowship with us.

VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

ATICAN efforts are being directed into channels

of publicity. A news bureau has been established

by the Pontifical See, and such news or items of
opinion or information which the Vatican authorities
desire to have promulgated in Christendom are handed
out through various news channels. The Syracuse Post
Standard recently contained an item conveying infor-
mation to this effect:

13 §

v ostarting w0 regalar news bureau, the Vatican has
astonished newspaper men in Rome. The agencies, especially
the three big ones representing America, Britain, and France,
cot the pick of the news; correspondents of papers wet what
is left: all the *exclusive’ stull goes to the agencies,

“Or comrse, the bureau does not work up to the lines of
an Ameriean's idea of news, and much that ix given out
with creat Howrish of trumpets to the agencey reporters is
useless from a news point of view. Nevertheless some plums
arrive,

“Another practical proof of the TToly See's desire to keep
up with the times is the fact that the Pope s permitted
Mgr. Pueci, who is at the head of the bureau, to accept the
reportership of the American Cuatholic news agency, known
as the Catholic I'ress Association. This is quite a revo-
jution in Vatican traditions.”

Various Roman Catholic agencies are also quite active

I securing the projection of pictures, containing news
value, hut of particular interest to the Catholic Hier-
archy, upon the motion-picture screens of the country.
We are not at all sure that this publicity, or “propa-
ganda®. activity iz a sign of great strength on the part
of the Vatican. On the other hand, it may quite as
plausibly he a ~ign of conscious weakness. We are re-
minded of the fact that Jezehel, after she had lost such
womanly charms as she once possessed, went to con-
siderable effort in painting up her face. She was con-
scious of the fact that her charms were gone, and she
strove by artificial means and by special eftort to supply
them and to keep up appearances. In the hevday of
tome's power it was not neeessary for her to engage
m vast publicity campaigns. She conld spend her money
and eenter her endeavors on more tangibly gratifying
things.

REPUTED INCREASE IN POLITICAL POWER
In view of the fact that Romanist news is especially
directed and that unusual efforts are being made to
elicit the cobperation of gifted writers in various parts
of Christendom, one must take with a grain of salt the
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statements in the public press seemingly favorable to
Catholicity. ‘They may not be directly untruthful, but
a certain florescent glamour is cast over the facts, as
would naturally be the case under the circumstances.

A writer in the New York Sun is of the opinion that

the political power of the Vatican is on the rise:

“At no time since the papacy was deprived of its temporal
power and secular sovereiznty, in 1870, that is to say, some
fifty veurs azo. has it been able to boast of so large a diplo-
matic corps accredited 1o its court—acknowledgment of the
importance of the Holy See as a sovereign power in the
political system of the universe.”

After naming over twenty-two countries which have
envovs or ambassadors at the Papal Court, this writer
expresses the helief that both France and the United
States will soon come into line with the rest. The

folowing remarks are also made:

“Ior years past the papaey has maintained in Washington
a pontifeal delezate. but he is not aceredited to the United
States Government o~ o diplomatic  representative. The
importance ot s ofliee 1 the exes of the Holy See may be
seen traom the lact that oun the completion of his term of
oftice the pupal delecate to tlus country is elevated to the
Suacred College as o Cardinal. in accordance with the custom
of recognizing the services of prelutes whe have filled the
oflice of Nuncio, that 1s to say, of papal ambassador to a
first class Power. The non-ofticial intermediary of the United
States at Ilomie 1~ the rector of the American College there.
He usually takes chargze of the prexentation of distinguished
Americans to the I'ontifl, either in private or public audi-
ence.”

Great DBritain. although a Protestant power, the
sovereigntv of which is so closely identified with Prot-
estantism that Roman Catholics are still barred from
many public oflices, has found it advisable to maintain
a diplomatic mission at Rome, formally accredited to
the Vatican. This, of course, is merely a coup de poli-
tigue—one of England’s long-headed political moves.
This costs Great Britain $126,000 a year, despite the
fact that members of her reigning family are forbidden
to wed Roman Catholics under the penalty of forfeiture
of right of succession to the throme.

FRENCH AND GERMAN RELATIONS

At this writing the question of renewal of diplomatic
relations between the Republic of France and the Papal
Court is undecided. Much debate has been had on the
subject, both for and against. We translate two para-
graphs from the Paris Journal, which read as follows:

“After having renewed diplomatic relations with Germany
for the excellent rea<on thut when war no longer exists one
must perforce live in peace. will the French Republic take
up aguin relations with another power. which calls itself
the Catholic Church. a relationship which has been inter-
rupted for now fifreen vears?”

“I< it reasonable. some say, that France, who is so directly
interested in gaining peaceful profit from her victory in the
world war. will negieet and fergn to izhore a moril power
s considerable as that of the Citholic Church” Have we
not suffered encugh from our lack of representation at
Rome* Are we to let our rivals bhenefit by this source of
secret informanoen and especially of formidable intiuence
without having a <hare 1 it? The power of the Papacy is
a positive Taet which it would be senseless. and at the sume
time puerile. 1o 1ail to take into account.”

The “rival<” mentioned in this paragraph can refer
only to Germany and England. While England ha< heen

regularly gaining such advantages as were to he had
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from representation at the Vatican, Germany has now
consummated an even closer alliance. A few weeks back
diplomatic relations were opened up between Rome and
Berlin, as was quite generally reported in the public
press. We take the following quotation from the Western
Watchman, a Catholic journal of St. Louis:

“One of the most important political facts since the war
is the new diplomatic relation between Germany and the
Holy See, a relationship which could never be obtained
under Hohenzollern rule, but which I'resident Ebert and
the new Ileichstag have seen good to establish.

“The fict is regarded here, even by those most hostile to
the Church, as a great victory for the diplomacy of Pope
Benedict on the one hand and the new German Government
on the otber, because 1t shows that both sides have grasped
the opportunity of the moment. Ebert hus now a big asset,
beciause he 1s sure of the moral =upport of the Catholic
clergy througzhout Germany in his fight against Bolshevism ;
and the patriotic spirit of the German Catholics, pot to
mentton their iron discipline, is well known to friends~ ang
foes. No better weapon, therefore, could Ebert have than
thus in his mrghty task of reconstruction.”

We are not inclined to share the view that this newly
established relationship is one of the most important
nolitical events since the war. It does not strike us as
particularly significant that two drowning men should
erasp ior one another. 1t is true that this arrangement
places the Catholic clergy in Germany on abou: the
same footing with their fellow priests in Austria, but
the standing of Romanist clergymen in Austria is of
very doubtful value.

POLAND AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA

In Poland and in other smaller European states vari-
ous political tactics are being employed by the Roman-
ists. The following extract taken from the Washington
Evening Star is illuminative:

“Catholic Poland, it is declared, is the center of the
Vatican's actions in the east. In return for the Vatican's
political support of the idea of a greater Poland, Ignace
I'nderewsky is said to have promised to try to make Roman
Catholicism the sole established religion in Poland. Imv
Austria and Hungary, where many observers agree there is
still & strong probability of a popular monarchistic reaction,
the Vatican is suid to be supporting the debris of the ancient
régime.

“In southwestern Europe. including Germany, the Vatican
has seemingly entered upon a movement of the greatest
importance, namely, open cooperation not only with Protes-
ant Christians and all Christian sects, but even with the
Jews, to combat the anti-religious spirit as manifested by
the socialist communisin. Mgr. Kordstch, Archbishop of
P'razue, is quoted as having said in a recent conference of
Czechoslovah Catholics:

**As Catholics we will even go so far as to hold out our
hand for political action. We will extend our hand even to
faithful P'rotestants who, like us. believe in the divinity of
Jesus Christ and the decinlogue — these ten commands
of God. We will work with them in polities; we will work
1o construct <tites even with helievine Israelites and even
with liberals. 1 have expounded these principles to the
representative of Jesus Christ, to I'ope Benedict XV, who
lLins absolutely approved them.”

“In pursuance of this new poliey it is declared that the
Vatican has favored a union of Catholics and Protestants
in Germany for ‘Christian’ action.”

This is not an unknown tack for the Vatican to take,
hut under all of the circumstances it is rather an indi-

cation of fear, of a willingness to concede a great dea}
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rather than lose all. That there is genuine fear in the
hearts of & good many ifarseeing Catholics is hardly
to be denied. The following account of anti-Catholic
activities in Bome we take also from the Western Watch-
man:

“Celebrations of the ‘T'wentieth of September’ on last Mon-
day received additionul significance this year from the fact
that ir was the fifueth anniversary of the entry of Itahan
troops into Lome through the ‘Portu Pia’. An attempt was
made w give a deliberate antipapal charucter to the cere-
monies. The Giorduno Brune Society held a congress of
‘free-thinkers’ to which were invited all the Masonic organi-
zations. The program also included one or two minor items
of anti-clerical flavor.”

“In view of the presence of two Catholie city councilors,
who are now mrembers of the ‘Popular Party’ at the public
ceremony at ‘Lorta I'ia® and the malevolent insinuation on
the part of a cerwuin =ection of the press, the (sserratore
Romang published a sieznificant note dissocuiting the Holy
See in the most formual way from these and any other
actions of members of the ‘Popular arty’. and zave place
in its columns 1o an auvthoritative article, showing how in
1870, the Iloly See wus deprived of its necessary liberry
and independence, and how the ‘Law of Guaranties’ did not
in any way remedy the wrong thus done, but that the prob-
lem remains today as then. Several authoritative communica-
tions have appeared lately. repeating in a most explicit way,
that the ‘I'opular P’arty’ must not be taken to represent
the Vaticun's views, the latter having no respounsibility for
the former's actions, and that, indeed, the purty cannot be
ussumed to represent all Ituliun Catholics.”

The seriousness of the anticlerical feeling in Italy is
mirrored hy the following editorial from the public
press:

“The most serious Italian trouble appears to be an out-
break of the most radical element against religion and all
that repres<ents it, as shown in the effurt to break into
churches. There is more danger of trouble, serious and not
to be remedied, from that direction, than from any tem-
porary outbreak of ‘Sovietism’ in the factories.”

‘MACHINE GUNS OUR REFUGE’

That the Vatican itself considers the local situation
to be dangerous appears from the fact that the pictur-
esque antique halberds of the Swiss Guards of the Vati-
can, which have long been the object of awe or amuse-
ment on the part of tourists. have been exchanged for
rifles and machine guns. The Pope evidently means to
rely on adequate material defenses. We take the follow-
ing account from a widely published dispatch:

“Armed guards are on duty at the Vatican today. Ball
cartridges have been issued to the gendarmes and the Swiss
Guards and the officers have been ordered to be on the
alert if there are any further industrial riots or if any
attempt ix mwade to invade the Vatican premices,

“These precautionar) measures were taken us the result
of reports that Communis<ts planned to vecupy the Lateran
Palace, which is the property of tile Holy See. These
reporis were current durmg the recent occupations of
palatial esriites by peasants amnd homeless workers.

“The ofticial orcan of the Vatican, Osservatore Romano,
reminds the Italian government that, under the law of
guarantees, tihe government is responsible for the safety
of the pope and of all pontifical property. The newspaper
declares that ‘if the crowd is impregnated with Bolshevism
it cannot be expected to retrain trom invasion of the Vati-
cin premises’,

“The newspaper advises the zovermment ‘to rake steps if
it would avoid a world scandal’.”

Religious Rome is not entirely free from danger
within her own ranks, if the covert fears expressed by
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Bishop Gallagher of Detroit are well founded—and we
believe thev are. Nome time back Bishop Gallagher
addressed a letter to the clergy and laity of his diocese
regarding the Knights of Columbus organization, which
was to be read at all the masses. Part of the letter reads:

“IWe are confronted on all sides with organized hostility
10 Christianity and to Government. The rising tide of un-
helief thieatens to engulf the world. The murderous hand
of anarchy is raised against all lawful government. Think-
ing men lovk into the future and are filled with dreadful
apprehensions. But what a sense of security and hope comes
over us wlen we contempliate a society of one million men
loyal to God and Country, pledged to stund as an irresistible
bulwark. as a tower of strength against the roaring waves
ot anarchy that da~h against us from below and the blind-
ing storms ot materialistic infidelity that beat upon us from
above.

“Every montly see~ the birth in our midst of some nefari-
ous leacue orcumzed to destroy some of the fundamental
principles of our constitution and deprive Cathohes of their
civil aml relicous rights. They combine together in order
more euastly (o eflect their ignoble designs.”

The Bishop's words are not well calculated to inspire
confidence dexpite certain sanguine remarks. As a boy
whistles with a view to creating self-assurance as he
enters the grewsome shadows of a wood at night, so the
Bishop is striving to reassure himself that all is well.
But the following remark conveys the impression that he
is by no means sure that all is well:

“We give this approval of the Knights of Columbus on
the well-founded supposition that they will maintain in the
future the loyal Catholic spirit they have displayed in the
Jate war. They are u creation of the Church and draw their
strength and influence from the Catholic body. If they
should ussume an attitude of antagonism to the divinely
constituted authority. their value and usefulness as a Cutho-
lic organizuition would be at an end; they would undermine
their own foundation and destroy the reason for their
existence.”

Since the writing of that letter a certain attitude of
antagonism has developed in the Knights of Columbus
against *“‘divinely constituted authority”, that is. against
the clergv. No small percentage of the Knights-*of
Columbus have hecome essentially anticlerical. They
have tired of priestly domination in respect to affairs

political.
DIFFICULTIES IN SBWITZERLAND

Die Schildwache, organ of the Young Catholic Party
of Switzerland, says in a contributed editorial:

“The war which the intelligent world has declared agzainst
the church of Christ does not come as a flash of lightning
out of a clear sky. It has been lowering for decades. Such
a weather sizn is the removing of charitable activities from
ecclesiastical supervision. IL.et me explain: There are vari-
ous wiys and means which can be employed in this war-
to-the-death against things Christian. The usual way s
either by force or by falsehood. But there is no way which
i surer of it~ mark than thit of the slow poisoning of the
Catholie spirit and of the silent, insidious penetriition of
error. This method is now the one commonly used. 1n the
employment of thi~ mental gas-und-poison warfine 1hey
are capturing one redoubt ufter another and taki:o them
away from u~, while apparently leaving our faith untouched.
They have taken from us the school. science. politics, our
means of livelihood, art. under the specious claim that thos:»
were purely neutral realms of human interesr which had
nothing to do with religion, so that one could be a good
Catholic and still go his own way in these matters. Just
one province wus left us, after all the others were with-
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drawn from churchly influence. We still had charity. We
could still love our neighbor. It was all right for us to
pick up the orphan children from the streets, to care for
the injured, to nurse the sick, and to support .the poor. It
was all right to build hospitals, poorhouses, and orphanages,

after we had been driven out of the schools and city halls.

“Whoever has eyes to see und ears to hear can perceive
that the anti-ecclesiastical offensive is now being directed
against our last stronghold. 'This offensive is being con-
ducted by the long-headed, clear-sighted, internationally
antagonixtic forces of Free Masonry, of liberalism, and of
socialism, against church charities. The gospel of love,
that for two thousand years was looked upon as the great
message of Christ and the church, is now, as Pope Benedict
XV expresses it, lauded as the great achievement which the
education of our time has brought. Love, the daughter of
the church, is not supposed to be Catholic any more.”

But what the Pope fears most immediately is Zionism.
The return of the Jews to Palestine as an indication
of recurring divine favor, strikes at the very foundation
of the Catholic Hierarchy—the thought that Christ’s
kingdom is now established and that the Pope is his
representative on earth. It is naturally awkward to
have signs of the near establishment of Messiah’s real
kingdom staring one in the face while claims are still
made to being that kingdom. Another quotation from
the Syracuse Post Standard describes the trepidation of
the Romish See on this point:

“Methodist activities in Italy, which include the estab-
Mshing of homes and war orphanages, give the Holy See
far less anxiety than the Zlonist movement in Palestine,
which is the subject of frequent articles and protests in
the colunms of the Vatican organ, the Osservatore Romano.
Pope Benedict desires the patriarch of Jerusalem to start
organizing propaganda for the promotion of Catholic inter-
ests and faith in the holy city. The Vatican makes no
secret of its uneasiness at the Zionist and Protestant
activities all through the holy land.

AN ENGLISH CATHOLIC VIEW

From the Glasgow (Scot.) Daily Record and Mail
we reprint a digest of an address by Cardinal Bourne,
Archbishop of Westminster. In this address the Cardinal
expresses no little fear at the rising star of David—
Zionism:

“The Catholic CChurch had entered upon a new phase, and
in that phase the influence of the English-speaking peoples
had received a wide development. None would forget that
thrill of triumph which filled all hearts when Jerusalem
was freed from the domination of the Turk.

“Mr. Balfour had promised that the British Government
would favor the establishment in the Holy Land of a
Jewish National Home. This promise, frequently renewed,
had now received formal sanction at San Remo.

“The scheme was unique, said Cardinal Bourne, and he
eould not believe that the statesmen who conceived it real-
ized its immedjate, and still less its ultimate, consequences.

“The salient faclt that a new non-Christian influence was
being deliberately set up in that land whence countless
generations of Christendom had striven to oust a non-
Christian Power, was so tremendous in its import that,
without the smallest anti-Jewish prejudice, men of every
Christian nation were justified in asking the purpose and
outcome of such a grave political departure.

“He knew that definite assurances had been given that
nothing of political domination would be granted to the
new immigrant population, but he knew also that these
assurances had completely failed to satisfy either the origi-
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nal occupiers of the IIe2y Land or the European Christians
who had made their homes there.

“The resistance of Christinn and Moslem to the invasion
of Zionisni, far from decreasing, tended to become even
more acute.

“Zionists disposing of large funds were buying from Pal-
estinians impoverished by the war property which they were
almost compelled to sell; for while the Jews could easily
obtatn loans at low interest, Christiuns and Moslems could
obtain them only upon terms far too onerous for accept-
ance.

“There was every danger of the establishment of a Zionist
economic and financial domination, which would be no less
unacceptable than direct political control.”

“A peculiar liability to make mistakes in things Cathollc,
Cardinal Bourne continued, was one of the penalties which
Britain paid for isolation from the vital elements in con-
tinental thought.”

From the New York T'imes we reproduce the follow-
ing:

“The Quirinal and the Vatican have at last found a
subject whereon they can sympathize and work together,
namely, in the protection of the holy places in Palestine
which the rising flood of Zionism threatens to overwhelm
or purloin.

“The Corriere d’Italia, semi-official organ of the Vatican,
publishes a history on the question, stating that from the
Apostolic times until the middle of the sixteenth century
the site of the house where the Lord’s supper was instituted
has been accepted as authentle, and that Christian worship
has been uninterruptedly celebrated there,”

“The King of Italy, as heir to the rights of the sovereigns
of Naples, has claimed ‘Cenacolo’ from the International
Commission with a view to restoring it to Catholic worship
and consigning it to the custody of the Franciscans. Al-
though in April, 1919, the Sultan of Turkey agreed to pub-
lish an irade restoring ‘Cenacolo’ to the kings of Italy, it
is now said that England refuses to accede to this arrange-
ment from a consideration of the religious interests of the
Hebrews and Mohammedans, although the Jewish idea of
the sanctuary being the site of David’s tomb has long been
proved an unfounded legend and the Mohammedans have
shown how little they valued the spot since, in 1898, they
ceded the site of the northern part of the Crusades Building
to the German Emperor, whereon a grandiose Christian
monument was erected.

“The Corriere d’Italia says England can have no reason
for this action but a desire to prevent any other influence
than her own in Palestine,

“Meanwhile communications from ’%’a]estine report a
dangerously excited state of feeling on the part of the
inhabitants of the country, where the Jews number only
one in ten of the population and only the schismatic Greeks
side with the Jews,

“The Jews, -however, have possessed themselves of all the
public offices, while the English governor of Jerusalem,
Herbert Samuel, is both a Jew and a fervent Zionist,”

Altogether we see no reason to envy the position of
the Man of the Tiber or of Catholic hierarchical claims
in general. They are making strenuous effort to nullify
the influence of Zionism, and as a sequel to>their fears
a very cona{ilerable anti-Jewish campaign has been
launched eveh in this country. All sorts of wild stories
have been set aflpat, calculated to inflame the popular
mind. The same jingoists who were busy sowing the
seeds of hate during the time of the world war are now
taking up with this pusillanimous stuff. And, what is
stranger to relate, some whose minds sgemed to prefer
peace have been led into the anti-Semitic propaganda
net.
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11 KINGDOM OF HEAVEN ON EARTH A FRUITION OF JEHOVAIL'S PURPOSES — THLD 1SS 1 LT

ACHINVD ANGENT LY THOSK PURPOSES.

SAnd e that sittcth on the throne said: Beliold D waloo all s neie W =—Rovclation 210 5.

AST gsste we indiented our expectation of treating the
whole chapter in which this week's Tesson is found;
bhut lack of spuce nukes that impossible at this time.

When, in the Lord’s providence we come in our constieration
of Isaial's prophecy to the group of chapters in which the
twenty-fifth ix located we shall endeavor to take up the
chiapter more thoroughly than is now possible, This will
doubtless be more satisfactory than a cursory examination
would be, Just now let us look more puarticularly at verse 6.

The mountain referred to is Mount Zion, last mentioned
in 24:23. But Mount Zion is the exalted condition on which
the glorified members of the body of Christ are represented
as standing. (Revelation 14:1) So, then, the word mountain
evidently pictures the kingdom of Christ, the kingdom of
Jehovah, the kingdom of heaven. During the thousand
years of that celestial sway over the affairs of earth man-
kind will be blest with a great feast, a mighty banquet,
at whose boards there will be room for all. Jesus will be
the Master of Ceremonies and the members of his body,
jike the disciples of old, will participate in the dispensation
of blessings to a needy world—the great company and the
ancient worthies acting in their eapacities as servants and
ministrants.

An important item to be noted is that Jehovah is to do
this great work. Man cannot do it for himself. All of man’s
efforts have resulted in anything but a feast; rather have
his six thousand years of mussing ended in a veritable mess.
What is the matter? He has left God out of his schemes

ated deviees: he hias not
Muaster of Ceremonies,

recoshized either the TTost or the
Instend of asking te be served with
heavenly wisdom and blessings, men have been serambling
over the table ecach affer his own portion or after what he
thoucht he wanted most, even if it belonged to his neighbor.
Six thousand years of this maudlin debhauch have left the
tables full of vomit, all that is left of the all-night revelry
in ~in and seltishness,
Jehovalr's feast  will be
appointed, but above all il
nourishing,

orderly. it will be perfectly
will be wholesome, it will be
Iistead of the lean diet which has been able
not for long to support the human mind and body, man
is to have rich, up-huilding provender; for we read that
Jehovah will open his hand and satisfy the desire of every
living thing. (Psalm 145:16) Yes, there will be wine there
too. But the most strait-laced prohibitionist will have no
ground for finding fault with that wine. This wine is a
symbol of doctrine; for as wine isx a temporary stimulus
to the nervous system, so doctrines, heavenly instructions,
are a stimulus to the whole life. They not only raise and
brouden the scope of vision, but there is a power in them
to generate a will to attain. This power lies in the fact
that they tell us about better things than we have ever
known, and the mind is thus made to reach out for them
in strong desire. This wine, these doctrines which Jehovah
of Hosts will dispense to the people will be on the lees,
settled, and refined. Everything that will be taught men

then will be free from the (dregs of human tradition and
from every injurious thing.

CHILDLIKENESS AND THE KINGDOM

— — JANUARY 2 — MATTHEW

18:1-14 — —

DISPLTATIONS AS TO WHO SHOULD BE GREATLEST — SIMPLICITY, CHILDLIKENESS, AND HUMILITY AT A PREMIUM IN THE MASTER'S
SIGHT~—THE GREAT RESPONSIBILITY FOR STUMBLING-BLOCKS — THE OFFENDING EYE, HAND, AND FOOT—THE HUMBLE SHEEP.

“Whosocrer thercfore shall humbdle himsclf as this little child, the same is the greatest in the Lingdom of heaven,”—
Matthew 18: 4.

T WAS apparently after the journey back from the Mount
of Transfiguration to Capernaum that the discourse of
this lesson occurred. Comparing the accounts as given

by Mark and Luke, we gather that the apostles on the way
had a discussion respecting who of their number were the
greatest, and who would be the greatest or most honored in
the kingdom which the Lord had promised and in which
they hoped to share. This discussion quite probably was
instigated by the fact that only three of their number had
been especially favored by being with the Lord in the
mount. The discussion between them. although carried on
probably in subdued tones, not intended for the ears of
Jesus, had become animated as the various sides and claims
were advocated. It was a little later that our Lord in-
quired of them what had been the subject of their earnest
and animated converse as they followed him in the way.
According to Luke's account they were reticient, not liking
to answer his question and to tell of their dispute, no doubt
feeling rather ashamed of it, Dut, realizing that they could
not hide the matter from the Lord, and some of them evi-
dently anxious to have his decisive word on the subject,
they asked him to sctile the question for them.

A LITTLE CHILD IN HIS ARMS

Our Lord desired just such an opportunity for presenting
to his faithful ones 2 needed lesson along this line; and
according to his usual custom he illustrated it. Calling a
little child and seating it in the midst, he made the as-
tounding declaration that only such as would become child-
like could enter the kingdom at all. Mark adds the beautiful
touch that the Savior took the little child in his arms.
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(Mark 9:36)  As natural men, and most of them rather
unlearned, the disciples had no doubt been aiming as far as
possible from childlike simplicity, and striving rather to
assume the dignity of mind and of bearing which would
suggest itself to the natural man as béing appropriate to
those who hoped soon to share regal honors in the kingdom
of God. What astonishment it must have caused them to
fearn that the Lord was looking rather for simplicity, meek-
ness, teachableness, childlikeness, than for astuteness, wis-
dom, dignity, efe¢!

Yel, our Lord’s words were not merely a condemnation of
the spirvit which they had been cultivating, but a lesson of
instruction vegarding a change in this respect; his words
intimating not merely the possibility, but the necessity of a
chimge of course on the part of those who desired a share
in his kingdom, If, instead of reading our Lord's words as
in the Common Version, “Except ve be converted,” we read
them as in the Revised Version, “Iixcept ye turn,” more will
zel the true thought our Lord wished his followers to learn,
the word convert having lost its primary nmeaning to ihe
minds of muany. by reason of its misuse. The disciples were
to turn their ideas on the subject, and study and practice
fessons in the opposite direction—lessons of meekness, of
hamility, of childlikeness: and our Lord’s declaration that
those who attain to the greatest development in meekness
and simplicity of heart will be greatest in the kingdom,
implies that those who strive after simplicity and meekness
will be granted a share in the kingdom, but that none who
are self-seeking and boastful will have part or lot in this
matter.

Having thus defined the humble-minded and umostenta-
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tious among his followers as those upon whom he would
bhestow the highest honors and dignities of the kingdom,
Jesus proceeded to give a general lesson respecting such
“Yttie ones” of his followers, saying, that all who receive
such humble disciples in his name will be reckoned as
having received him, and whosoever stumbles or injures one
of these humble or “little ones” will thereby commit a

crime o0 gerious that it would be better for him to have lost.

his life—better that a mill-stone were fastened to his neck
and he be cast into the seu, and thus all hope of saving his
life effectually destroyed—better that this great calamity
shiould come upon one than he should do an injury to one of
the Lord's “liftle ones”—one of the humblest of the disci-
ples, childlike, meek, following in the way of the Lord,

JESUS’ APPRECIATION OF HUMILITY

As we thus see¢ how great a value the Lord places upon
Lumility it should encourage all true disciples to cultivate
this quality daily, that thus they might grow more and more
guileless, honest, truly humble, and in the xight of the great
King become more and more great, more and more fit for
the high exaltation of the kingdom to come.  Neeing that
without meekness none ean enter into this kingdom, we need
not wonder that the Seriptures everywhere exhort the
Lord's people to humility : “Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God [nowl, that he may exalt
you in Jdue time” in the kKingdom. (1 Peter 5:8)  Yet
notwithstandimg all these exhortations of the Neriptures (he
perversity of bBuman nature seems to be such that those who
become the Lord™s people and who cugage to run in this way
seem to hid more trouble, more to contend ngainst, in this
matter than in any other. And some who feel themselves to
be little cnough seent very anxious that others of {he
brethren shall esteem them very luzhly. Would to God that
all of the Lord's dear people, and especially all who seem to
be leaders, and who have xome natural qualitications for
Jeading and helpfulness in the church would study well this
lesson, e learn from it how to advance themselves in the
Lovd's favor, and how to be truly great aceording to his
standard, which alone shall prevail,

The word rendered “offend” in verse 6 and onward would
be better rendered “stumbled”, the thought being that of
placing a stumbling-block in the path. The Lord intimates
most distinetly that there will be plenty of such stumbling-
blocks in the way of those who ave {ruly his, and that, too,
in proportion as they are *“little”, humble, He declures it
necessary that these difficulties, these triuals, these “offenses”
shall come, It is necessary because it is the divine wilil
that all the elect church shall be tested and developed in
character, that thus they muy become strong characters,
copies of God's dear Son, willing to suffer the loss of earthly
things for the trutl’s sake, and that gladly, joyfully, that
thereby they might please the Father whicl is in heaven,
thus developing humility and obedience, that bye and bye
they may be ready for the exaltation which he has promised
to those only who faithfully follow in the footsteps of Jesus.

OFFENDERS AND OFFENDED

Yet, however necessury that the stumbling-blocks shall
be in the way. and that the chureh, the body of Christ, shall
be tested thereby, this does not lighten the responsibility of
those who. as the agents of the adversary, lend themselves
to his influence in placing those stumbling-blocks before the
feet of the saints; and our Lord’s words, without indicating
exactly the nature of their punishment, assure us positively
that such evil-doers will have a reward from him who says,
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay”.—Romans 12:19,

In all probability many today are putting stumbling-
blocks before the Lord’s little ones, his faithful little flock,
who do not realize what they are doing, just as Peter
unconsciousiy became a stumbling stone, a rock of offense,
to the Master, when he attempted to dissuade him from the
performance of his consecration vow. Those who place
stumbling-blocks before the Lord’s “little ones” now simi-
larly seek to lead them from the narrow path of full conse-
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cration and self-sacrifice, seeking to persuade them that
another and an easier way, a way less humbling to the
natural man, a way more politic, more crafty, more wise,
according to the course of this world than the narrow way,
is just as good as or a great deal better than the narrow
way. Such testings are necessary, and it is also necessary
that all who do not walk closely in the footprints of the
Savior shall be sifted out, for the Lord seeketh only a little
flock, all of them copies of his dear Son. But there is a
great responsibility upon those who aid in turning aside
any of the tlock, who to any extent are stumnbling-blocks,
causes of stumbling or “offense” in the pathway of the
Lord’s people.”

Following this line of thought, that offenses or trinls and
testings must come to all, our Lord nrges that though these
texts mean the sacrifice of pleasure or hopes or aims or
customs or privileges, precious to us as a right eye or a
right hand, or useful to us as our foot, they must neverthe-
Iess be overcome, if we would enter into the kingdom. This
is another way of saying what he at another time expressed
in the words of the Apostle, “[Ye] must through much
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God”. (Acts 14:22)
Whoever has gotten the thought that the Kingdom is ro be
crunted merely on condition of mental assent to the truth
of certain things which Jesus said has gotten 4 wrong
thought that is not imparted by the Scriptures. Faith is
uecessary to our justification, before we can have the oppor-
tunities of the body of Christ; and whoever srops with the
faith without the works, without the self-sucrifice, does not
attain to the hopes and privileges connected with the king-
dont. To attain it we must “strive”, must “tight the good
fight™, must “endure hardness as good soldiers™, must be
willing fo cut off, not only sinful pleasures, hut all things
that would interfere with our full devotion to the Lord’s
service and our fulfiliment of our covenant to be dead with
him; must “work out our salvation with fear and trem-
hling”, assisted by divine grace sufficient for every time of
need, and by the exceeding great and precious promises of
God's Word working in us both to will and 1o do of his good
pleasure.

SELF-VIGIL NECESSARY

We are not to understand that any may be lacking a foot
or & hand or an eye in the kingdom ; but rather we should
understand that as the offending eye represents besetments
which appeal to our natural tastes as beautiful and likely
to charm and atiract us to_earthly things, and as the
offending hand would represent the doing of things that
would be contrary to our highest spiritual interests, and as
the offending foot would represent the going into forbidden
paths of sin or self-gratification, so the lopping off of these
would properly signify that it would be better that we
should enter life eternal and into a sharé in the kingdom
without having enjoyed certain earthly privileges and
gratifications, than that having enjoyed all ihe earthly
aratifications we should thereby have missed our cuITing and
Tailed to make our election sure.

The “everlasting fire” and the “hell-fire” mentioned are
equally symbolical with the other parts of the figure, and
undoubiedly refer to the destruction which is the wages of
sin to be visited upon willful sinners, “everlasting destrue-
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of
his power”. (2 Thessalonians 1:9) Fire is used here, us
elsewhere in the Scriptures, to represent not torture, but
destruction.

Branching out further along the same lines, our T.ord
gives the general caution to us all: “Take heed that ye
despise not one of these little ones,” these humble ones that
belong to the Lord. They may seem hunble and insignifi-
cant from the worldly standpeint, but they wure God’s
friends; yea, they are God's children, for whom he cares;
and hence whoeever does injury to them is insulting and
antagonizing their Father which is in heaven. Moreover,
our Lord assures us that each of his little ones, his faithful,
humble little flock. have a constant representation in the

Father’s presence. There is a guardian angel for each of
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the Lord's people, and we are to get the thought that there
is no delay in the bringing of any and every thing which
pertains to their welfare and interest before the atteation
ot the sreat Kingz. What a thought is here for those who
are wmclined to be heady and to despise or in any manner
override or mistreat the humble ones of the body of Christ!
And what a lesson is here also for the humble ones: that
they are the special objects of divine care and providence,
for whom, therefore. all things must work well, because
they belong to the Lord!

THE NINETY AND NINE

Verse 11 ix omitted from the Revised Version because it
is not found in the oldest manuscripts, and this is good
authority for omitting it. The same words do occur in Luke
10: 10, and they represent an eternal truth. They were
probably introduced here by someone who thought that
Matthew had overlooked the words and that this would be
an appropriate place for recordinz them. However. there
are various diversions between this account of a hundred
sheep, and the other account of Luke 15:3-7. The one was
sppavently made te the seribes and Pharicees: this narra-
tive oii the contrary wuas made to the disciples. We have
elsewhere discus<ed the parable addressed to the Pharisees,
showing thar the bundred sheep properly represented the
entire family of God. and that the one sheep thar went
actray represented properly enouzh humanity., which fell
from divine likeness and favor through Adam’s disobedi-
ence. The parable shows the Lord's love and mercy in
pursuing afrer the lost sheep, humanity, and intimates its
recovery in the end, not that all will be universally and ever-
lastingly saved. but that all will be brought to conditions of
salvauon. to a clear knowledge of the truth and to a full
opportunity for accepting that boon. so that its rejection
will be a just cause for their sharing the second death.

This statement respecting the hundred sheep is applied
in a totally different manner, as the context shows. Here
it refers to all of the Lord’s “little ones”, all who become
his followers, his sheep. Should one of them be stumbled,
should one of them stray, the Lord in his providence will
not abandon him, but will purify him, if possibly he may
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be recovered. And all who are in harmony with the Lord
should have this sume thought and interest in one another,
that they would be willing to spend and be spent in the
recovery of a brother from the snare of the adversary,
Verse 14 sets the matter forth very clearly, saying: “Even
s0 it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven that
one of these little ones should perish”. Hence, as the
Apostle explains, he that recovereth a sinner from his ways,
saves a soul from death and hides a multitude of sins.
(James 5:20) This is not referring to the souls of the
world in general, which are still under the condemnation of
death. but it is referring to the souls of believers. wha
through faith have consecrated themselves to the Lord and
been justified. If they shall fall away, shall stumble by any
neans, all the faithful are to be energetic in their endeavors
To recover suclh, to bring them back into full accord with
the Lord.

THE FATHER LONG-SUFFERING

Its aseurance further is that it is not the will of the
Father that they should perish. and hence we may rely upon
it that any and every reasonable and proper thing in their
interest will be done rather than that they should be
abandoned.  This same spirit at work in the household of
faith among the “little ones” would lead them, not to strive
us 1o which of them would be greatest, but rather lead them
to mutual helpfulness. that each and all might gain the
prize of the high calling. It is in accordance with this
thought that the Lord does not wish these to perish that he
provides that those of his consecrated ones who do not
follow voluntarily in the work of sacrifice shall not be
abandoned. bur shall be put through trying experiences. as
represented in the great company, who will wash their robes
and make them white in the blood of the Lamb. It would,
of course. have been better had they been so loving and loyal
and zealous as to joyfully sacrifice earthly interests to gain
tiie beavenly things; but, even though they do not thus do
all in their power to fulfill their covenant, the Lord Is
mercifr]l toward them and unwilling that any should perish,
He will see to it that they are brought through such experi-
ences as wiJl eventually test and prove them, and, if they
are faithful under the test, bring them off conquerors.

JESUS TEACHING FORGIVENESS

~ —JANTUARY O — MATTHEW 18:21-85 ——

TILL SEVENTY TIMLES SEVEN — THE TEACHING OF THE RABBIS ON FORGIVENESS — THE M QORE EXCELLENT WAY — FORGIVENESS AND
PENALTIES — “VENGEANCE 158 MINE"” — SUBM15810N TO THE VOICE OF THE CHURCH — FORGIVENESS TOWARD THE WORLDI Y.

“If we forgive moen their trespasses, pour heavenly father arill also jorgire you."—3Matihew 6:1;.

HIS lesson appuarently grew out of the preceding one
Tou the necessiry for guarding against the stumbling of

the least of the Lord's little ones. It would appear
that Peter had immediately attempred to put into practige
{he 1nstructions of the previous lesson. and it was l'us
inquiry as to how often it would be his duty to exercise
forgiveness toward a repentant brother. that gave ou'r Lord
the opportunity to inculeitte a lesson upon the subject of

civeaess.,

for'l‘rlie‘eexeaching of the Jewish rabbis on the subject c_»f for-
siveness was, that if the wrong-doer repented of his evil
words or actions and came to the aggzrieved person. acknowl-
edzing his wrong and asking forgiveness, he ishou]d be
cranted torgiveness as often as three times. They based
their teeaching on tns subject on the statements of .Job
33: 29, margin, and Amos 2:4. Our Lord’s teachinf;' on the
subiect wus, in many respects. the reverse of this. and
reqixired the offended one to go to the offenfler t_n make
inquiry respecting the matter. and to show him his fault.
Thi~ would require great humility on the part of the one
who felt himself aggrieved. for it is much easier to re<ent
and avoid the injurer than to go to him according to the
rule which our Lord has laid down. Peter seems to have

gotten the impression that the Lord’s rule, being different
from that of the rabbis in this respect, would also probably
be more generous and require that forgiveness be granted
a larger number of times; hence Peter adds together the
three aud the four times mentioned by Amos. making seven
in all. and inquires whether the Lord would have his follow-
ers be generous and forziving tn those who trespassed
against them to thar extent—seven times. What must have
been his astonishment, and that of all the apostles, to hear
the Lord say that forgiveness should be aceorded, practic-
ally. times without number, seventy times seven.

WILLINGNESS TO FORGIVE

The thouuxhit would seem to be that-those who become the
Lord’s people, partakers of his spirit. the spirit of love. will
in proportion as they. are filled with that spirit and led by
that spirit. be =0 generous. so magnanimous. so loving, that
they would not only be willing but glad to forgzive a repent-
ant brother: glad to be first to extend the olive branch and
to make his way back to reconciliation and harmony as
smooth as possible. From hearts full of pride. envy, malice,
and other elements of the spirit of selfishness and sin, and
merely topped off with a coat of benevolence and generosity,
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it will be impossible to dip out very much of the spirit of
forgiveness, without dipping out with it some of the bitter-
ness and hatred; and even with this mixture forgiveness
coultl not be granted very freely by an unregenerinte heart.
But with a heart emptied of malice and hatred and envy,
and filled with brotherly kindness, meekness, patience, gen-
tleness, forbearance, love, we may dip a cup of forgiveness
on every occasion and as oft as it'may be applied for, and
it will be without a mixture of evil, bitterness, sarcasm, but
pure and unadulterated, generous, loving forgiveness.

We are to remember, however, that this holy spirit which
we have in our earthen vessels did not abound there at
first, -but withal was merely a surface coating, as it were,
to begin with. Gradually, as the holy spirit increased in
our hearts and abounded, it displaced the wrong spirit;
henee those who are able with their hearts to dip the cup
of forgiveness repeatedly and without a mixture of evil
thereby give evidence that they have been with Jesus and
learned of him, and that they have drunk deeply of his
spirit, and that they have been purging out the old leaven
of malice, and are being sanctified by the truth, being made
meet for the inheritance of the saints in light. We are to
remember that this growth in grace, while it has a positive
time of beginning, in our consecration vow, is nevertheless
a gradual work, requiring patient perseverence in well-
doing, requiring also that the old nature, its evil dispost-
tion, be mortifled continunlly, deadened, so that our minds
may be renewed under the transforming influence of the
spirit of the truth, in which we are to grow daily.

FORGIVENESS NECESSARILY FREQUENT

The “seventy times seven” mentioned by our Lord we
would not understand to signify a Ilimited number of times,
but rather an unlimited number: that whoever has the
Lord's spirit will be gl'ad at any time to witness a repent-
ance of evil-doers and to accord them forgiveness. This
does not imply, however, that there may be no penalties
attached to the forgiveness; as, for instance, in the dealing
of a parent with a child, the moral obliquy of the miscon-
duct may be forgiven and the parent’s indignation against
the disobedience or misbehaviour pass away immediately,
and yet it may be proper at times to impose some penalty
on the trespassing child. In every such case, however, it
should be clearly understood by the child that this is not
because of the parent’s disfavor, whi¢h has ceased in the
forgiveness, but that his peculiar parental duty requires
that a lesson shall be taught which will be helpful to the
child in the formation of character. In such a case the
love of the parent will of necessity be generous, sympathetic,
and careful that the punishment shall be only such as might
properly be of benefit to the child, correction in righteous-
ness, not in wrath. However, such corrections as this
belong only to the parents and guardians, and do not
properly extend to brethren in the Lord’s family, who are
not commissioned to judge and to punish one another, but
to assist one another, the Master’s words to such being
most positive and emphatic: *“Judge nothing before the
time”. “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves; but rather
give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine ;
I will repay, saith the Lord.”—1 Corinthians 4:5; Romuans
12:19.

DEALING WITH BRETHREN

In the family of God, the saints, begotten of the holy spirit,
all are to be recognized as brethren, and to be dealt with
accordingly. It is the new crenture, and not the old crea-
ture, that is the brother in Christ; hence we may love the
new creature, and in some respects have very little love for
the old, just as all have disrespect for certain blemishes in
their own mortal flesh, as they realize its weakness and
imperfection—angd the more so as they grow in the divine
likeness as new creatures. If, therefore, a brother should
trespass against us it should be our first thought that this
wrong done us is not by the brother, the new creature in
Christ, but by his mortal flesh, which for the moment has
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sotten the upper hand with him or to <ome extent blinded
him.  Accordingly. instead of feeling angry with the brother,
we should feel sympathetic, and our hearts should go out
to him, and our desire be strong to do hin =zood and to
Lelp lnm to overcome the weakness of his eawriien vessel,

It is in line with this thought that our Lord sugeests that
the proper course is for the aggrieved one to go quietly,
without saying a word to any one else, and have a kindly
couference with the one wlho is doing him wrong, seeking
to point out the merits and demerits of the question at
issue, and if possible to gain the brother back to fellowship,
righteousness, harmony with the Lord. If this shall be
unavailing, the next step shall still be a secret one: the
taking of two or three brethren of supposedly good heart
and large experience, and that without attempting to preju-
dice their minds, and to ask these to hear the cause and to
give counsel as to which one is in error. Whichever of the
brethren is in error should be convinced by his fellow-
pilgrims, whose arguments with him should be based upon
the Scriptures and the spirit of love; but if differences still
exist between them and cannot be harmonized, then, as a
court of last resort, the matter should be taken before the
church, the consecrated; and after it has been heard by
the church its decision should be considered final, and be
accepted by all. If either of the brethren still has doubts
as to his receiving justice in the matter he may console
himself with the thought that he will surely obtain a bless-
ing by giving full and hearty assent to the Lord’s arrange-
ments, even if he have so large a measure of self conceit
that he still believes his side of the question to be right,
notwithstanding the judgment of all the brethren to the
contrary.

Whoever will thus humble himself in obedience to the
voice of the church will have a blessing, and as we under-
stand the Lord, it will be reasonable for him to expect that
the voice of the church in such a matter will be supernatur-
ally guided, that truth and righteousness may triumph. But
among the Lord’s people let us not forget that this is the
bighest tribunal, and that brother should not go to law
with brother in the worldly courts, however much he may
feel himself aggrieved: if he have the forgiving spirit he
certainly will rest the matter where the Lord directs, and
that too without harboring any unkind or ungenerous senti-
ments.  This will be the certain effect of the indwelling of
the spirit of holiness, the spirit of love,

DEALING WITH OUTSIDERS

In respect to those who are without, in the matter of
forgiveness, believing husbands dealing with unbelieving
wives or believing wives dealing with unbelieving husbands
or believing persons in business relationship with unbe-
lievers: the sume spirit of love and generosity and forgive-
ness will apply in every case but not exactly in the same
way. The believer should be generous towuard the unbe-
liever; he should expect in himself a larger measure of gener-
osity than he would expect from the unbeliever because he has
had lessons and experiences in the school of Christ which
the unbeliever never had; he has received the new mind,
which the unbeliever knows not of. He should not only,
therefore, be just in his dealings, but additionally, in pro-
portion as he may be able, he should be generous, forgiving,
not too exacting.

However, if an unbelieving partner has attempted a fraud,
the believing partner, while exercising a spirit of generosity
toward him, if the matter appears to have heen willful,
should deliver the offender to the world’s courts, which he
acknowledges, not prosecuting in a spirit of anger or malice
or hatred, but as doing his duty toward society for the
suppression of evil-doers in proportion as the laws anl
arrangements of the world are reasonable from a Christian
standpoint. And even if he should fully forgive, concluding
that there were extenuating circumstances which would not
require that he should deliver the guilty one to the Judges of
earthly courts, he might properly enough esteem it to be his
duty to have no further dealings with such a person whom
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he could not trust. This would not imply any lack of for-
giveness, but merely a reasonable and commendable prudence.

Indeed, the consecrated people of God are admonished by
the Apostle not to be unequally yoked with unbelievers, and
this might not unreasonably be applied, in the general or
average run of matters, not only to marriage, but also to
business engagements and alliances, especially to the con-
tracting of new alliances after one’s consecration. Similarly,
the Apostle informs us that if the unbelieving husband or
wife choose to depart from the believer, the latter may
conclude that it is providential and for his deliveratnce from
an unequal yoke, as the Apostle says: “Let the unbeliever
depart’—permit Zim to cancel the marriage contract if he
will,

THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT

As was his custom, the Lord illustrated his teaching on
this subject with a parable: the king, in the parable, first
forgives one of his servants a very large indebtedness, that
is, he permits him to go free, as though he had no such
indebtedness against him, that he might do what he coulid
toward the payment of the debt. This servant in turn
finds a fellow-servant who owes him a trifling sum, aml
who likewise promises its payment; but the unmerciful
servant, not having the spirit of the king, is ungenerous
and exacting and, refusing forgiveness, attempts to exact
payment through force. The matter reaching the ears of
the king, he is justly incensed at such conduct on the part
of one who has himself been so generously treated, and, in
consequence, he puts in operation the machinery of justice
which will punish the unmerciful servant by now requesting
of him the payment of his full debt; and our Lord followed
the parable with the statement: “So likewise shall my
heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts
forgive not every one his brother their trespasses”.

Not only did our Lord address these words to the disciples
and not to the multitude, but additionally he declared that
the illustration was applicable to those reckoned members
of the kingdom, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is likened
unto” this parable. 'The parable, therefore, is not an illus-
tration of the Lord’s dealings with the world of mankind,
but rather an illustration of his dealings with those who
have become separated from the world through the forgive-
ness of their sins, and who additionally have become heirs
of the kingdom through consecration of themselves to the
Lord Jesus, to suffer with him, if so be that they may also
reign with him. (Romans 8:17; 2 Timothy 2:12) The
parable, therefore, is to the church, and suggests to us that
our original sin was not blotted out, not forgiven in the
absolute sense of the word forgiven, but, in the language of
the Scriptures, “covered”. *“Blessed is he . . . whose sin is
covered, . . . unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniguity.”
—DP’salm 32:1, 2; Acts 3:19.

Our sins were corercd from the Lord’s sight, and we were
treated as though we owed him nothing, by his grace exer-
cised toward us through Christ Jesus with his atoning
sacrifice; and this reckoned forgiveness will be made actual
bye and bye, and the debt entirely canceled, if, according to
the covenant we have made with the Lord, we prove faithful
in cultivating his spirit of love and in becoming copies of
his dear Son, our Lord Jesus, forgiving others as we would
be forgiven by the Lord, loving, sympathizing with and help-
ing others us we have been treated by the Lord.

The parable is but an illustration of the words of our
Lord's prayer: “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our
debtors”. It is only so long as we are willing to forgive
our debtors that we may pray with confidence to our
heavenly Father and hope for his forgiveness of our tres-
passes. If we forgive not our fellow creatures, and that
not merely in word but in deed and from the heart, neither
will our heavenly Father forgive our trespasses, and
although he has generously covered them from his sight and
treated us as just by faith, he would immediately remember
against us our trespasses, and thus our justification would
in due course lapse or be abrogated by a failure on our part

The WATCH TOWER

360

to exercise the holy spirit toward the brethren and toward
all men as we have opportunity.

FORGIVENESS A SERIOUS MATTER

From this standpoint the question of forgiveness of the
brethren and forgiveness of all others is a very serious one
to the Lord's people. It means that if they do not in a
reasonable time develop this spirit of forgiveness, the spirit
of love, the spirit of God, the holy spirit, they cannot con-
tinue to be recognized as Christ’s disciples, they cannot
continue to be recognized as children of God, they cannot be
recognized as having their sins covered, but, on the contrary,
will be treated as even more responsible than the world of
mankind in general, and have executed upon them severer
punishments than will be exacted from others who knew
not the Master’s will, and who have never tasted of his
grace, and who therefore would be less culpable in the
exercise of a selfish, uncharitable, ungenerous, unforgiving
spirit.

We cannot suppose, however, that the Lord would expect
perfection in this matter at once from those who are still
but “babes” in Christ. But his expectations are reasonable,
that we should grow in grace as we grow in knowledge of
him, and as expressed in the lesson of the vine and the
branches, every brunch which in due time, after due oppor-
tunity, does not bring forth the fruitage of the vine, the
grapes of love (including forgiveness), will be cut off by the
great ITusbandman, no longer recognized as a branch. So
in this parable, the one who had experienced such great
blessing from the king, and who had been reckoned for the
time an honored member of the kingdom-class, ceased to be
s0 regarded and so treated, and, on the contrary, was treated
by the king without favor.

The statement that the unmerciful servant would be deliv-
cred to the tormentors until he should pay the uttermost
farthing of his debt, might be understood in either of two
ways. First, we might understand it to represent the origi-
nal debt resting against every member of the human family,
the penalty of death—a penalty from which our Lord
Jesus redeems all and from which he proposes to set free
all who will obey him. In this view of the matter the
unmerciful servant’s penalty would signify a delivery to the
second-death. Or if the debt be understood as representing
the obligations of his covenant as a new creature, then the
penalty upon him for failure to develop and manifest the
characteristics of the new creature during the trial-time
might be understood to signify that such an one, though an
tceepted servant of the lLord, would be required to comply
with the full details of his consecration vow, by going into
the great time of trouble and there meeting to the full the
demands of his covenant and learning effectually the lesson
of love and sympathy and of appreciation of the grace of
God in the forgiveness of sins, as he never before appreci-
ated it.  However, we are inclined to think of this matter
from the first of these standpoints: that the exaction of the
uttermost farthing would signify a hopeless case in any of
the Lord's people who, after experiencing divine favor in
the forgiveness of their own sins, should fail within a
reasonable time to learn to exercise mercy and forgiveness
toward the brethren—that such would, as a result, suffer
the second death,

JUSTICE AND FORGIVENESS

The Lord's people very generally find themselves in con-
siderable trouble along the line of justice. We all recognize
Justice as the very foundation of all order and righteous-
ness, and when we feel that justice is on our side it is pro-
portionately more difficult to forgive with freeness the
person whom we believe to have been acting from the stand-
point of injustice. There is a general tendency to require
others to measure up to our standard of justice by some sort
of penance, before we forgive them. It is against this very
spirit that our Lord was teaching, and to ceunteract which
he gave this parable. We must remember that the Lord will
require us to live to the standards we set for others. If our
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standard in dealing with others be one of exact justice, we
may expect no mercy at the Lord’s hands. (See James 2:13)
And what would this mean as respects the sins that are
past through the forbearance of God, and what would it
mean as respects the obligations upon us every day and
every hour, to whose full requirements we are unable to
measure? As we cannot come to the Lord ourselves on the
score of justice, so we are not to deal with others upon that
standard. As we must ask of the Lord mercy, grace, for-
giveness, so must we be willing to extend to others mercy,
grace, forgiveness, when they trespass against us; and as
heartily, quickly, and freely as we ourselves hope for it.

# The Lord has not laid down this rule in an arbitrary

“The quality of mercy is not strained—

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath : it is twice blessed——
It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes :
'Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes
The thronéd monarch better than his crown
His scepter shows the force of temporal power,
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fashion, as simply saying, If you do not forgive others I
will not forgive you. There is a deeper reason for it than
this. FHe wishes to develop in us his own spirit, his own
character, a likeness or copy of which was exhibited to us
in the person and life of his dear Son, our Lord Jesus. It
is absolutely essential, therefore, that we shall have the
character he desires, or else we can never attain to the
joint-heirship in the kingdom which he is pleased to extend.
Hence we are to understand that this requirement or
command of forgiveness, is with a view to develop us as
copies of his dear Son, in order that he may bestow upon us,
in due time, all the riches of his grace, contained in the
exceeding and precious promises of his Word.

The attribute fo awe and majesty,

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings:
But mercy is above this sceptered sway—

It is enthrondd in the hearts of kings,

It is an attribute to God himself ;

And earthly power doth then show likest God's,
When merey seasons justice.”

LETTERS AND QUESTIONS

“WHOM NOT HAVING SEEN, WE LOVE”

MY DEAR, BELOVED BRETHREN IN THE LORD:

Greetings in ¥is Name. My occupation takes much of my
time, but I thought it expedient to read all the volumes
through again. They are marvellous hooks and have made
me a very happy man, having lifted me from darkncss to the
beautiful clear light. THE WaTcH TowERs are gems of
treasure for the needs of the faithful. I thank my God for
guiding me into and among such dear good friends belonging
to present truth. May the remaining time of our earthly
pilgrimage be filled with the sunshine of our dear Master's
presence, radiant with the knowledge of his love. . . . Daily
do I rethember you all dear friends before the throne of
grace, that your new inward and hidden man of the heart
will be renewed day by day, so that from the storehouse in
his nante you will continue to send us “meat in due season”
which will nourish and strengthen us more and more as we
come to the end of the way.

We all rejoice to know that our dear beloved Brother,
and President, is doing well in England. May the Master’s
spirit guide his dear and faithful servant. T can tell you
that though we.lmve not seen any of you in the flesh, we
here in Johannesburg have a deep and fervent love for you
one and all, and look forward to that day when we shall
meet and be known on {he other side of the Vail. This is
my commandment,” said the dear Master, “thut ye love one
another as I have loved you.” “Seeing yve have puritied your
souls in obeying the truth through the spirit unto unfeigned
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a
pure heart fervently,” wrote the beloved Apostle,

How richly is the gracious holy spirit of God and our dear
RRedeemer imparted to us through the brethren as we all
assemble together in his nume. We may have to go through
much but may this holy spirit cheerfully help us one and
all to endure unto the end. I can see the great and wonder-
ful changes coming, bringing with them the dawn, “the
desire of all nations”.

May our God and his dear Son, our Advocute, bless you
and enrich you every one with this holy spirit and peace.

Your brother in our most holy faith,

Joun T. M. BELL, So. Af.

WORTHY OF CONSIDERATION
DeAR BRETHREN IN CHRIST: Having just returned from a
professional call on a visiting pilgrim brother I would like
to state that this brother is young, active and to all appear-
ances healthy and vigorous, and yet I find him just on the
verge of a nervous breakdown. Now why should this

brother be in such a condition, and how can such conditions
be averted in such valuable servants in our Lord’s service?

We must consider that a pilgrim is a strenuous traveler,
and we surely all know that much traveling is exhausting.
Then he gives hour discourses in afternoon and perhaps
evening. These necessitate a high nerve tension and all
the more so if one of these is to the public. So we find the
brother has some time in the morning for study, correspond-
ence and rest, a period between discourses and some night
rest depending on when he is able to retire, and whether
or not he must leave Tor some other destination that night.
This is none too much time for recuperation and what if we
take up most of this time with prearranged entertainment
with friends invited in during these times, for meals, and
even perhaps carrying it into the night so the brother does
not get to bed until after midnight? How about the brother
then? It takes one with a pretty tough, rugged physique
to stand this for any length of time. One brother from the
Bible House informed some friends that he had been
royally entertained at a certain brother’s house, and we
believe his statement was to a large extent due to the fact
that he was allowed to rest undisturbed as much as he
cared to do during the available time.

So, if the friends would appreciate that the pilgrims are
leading a most strenuous life in the service of our Father,
and would help them to keep in good healthy J)hysical con-
dition by consulting their needs and desires as to rest and
relaxation before suggesting any forms of active entertain-
ment, we believe their conduct would be most pleasing to
Him whom we all worship and wish to serve to the best
of our ability.

Your bhrother in the bond, G. W. Pursam, M. D., JIL.

|Nork: It is not the main object of the travelling speakers
to conxerve themselves. Their object is not to conserve but
to =erve. But in order to serve most satisfactorily and
uninterruptedly there must be a certain amount of careful-
nexs.  Conservation ef energy is an art to be learned like
anything else; and in this the speaker himself has the chief
responsibility. But there are ways in which the entertaining
friends can help, especially if the speaking brother be less
experienced. ]

STILL REJOICING IN HOPE
DEAR BRETHREN @

At the age of seventy-eight years, and confined to the
house with kidney trouble, two doctors attending, I am not
only happy in the Lord but ambitious to codperate with his
dear children in any and every way I can in the closing
work of this age and in the opening up of the new age.
Indeed I feel it n great blessing to be even an eye-witness
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to the zrand fultilment of <o many rieh prophecies and
promises,

Indeed the Lord seems to show us plainer ansed plainer
that he is with as 1 the erand work now being done by and
through the Wateh Tower Dible and Traet Society.,  Those
who choose to wallk no more with us i the work may eall
me a “ehannelite™, or what not, My experience with dear
Drother Russell for forty years, as well as personal knowl-
edge in his own home of his surpassimgly grand Christian
life, still makes me love the path he rrod. Having seen his
patient endurance with Mr. No H. Barbour, Messrs. Adaans,
Paton, A, D Jdones, and others, who lett the divine c¢hannel
through which we all received our knowledae of the truth,
it appears to nie that leaving the Society is not only to
leave the Lord's appointed agent, but to leave the Lol

But T must hope for better things for them, 1 se¢ no
other table 10 feed from except Toe Warcn Tower and its
publications,  Heoce I herewith enclose a little more of the
Master's money to be used in helping on the zood work,

Yours in Christian love, AL L STAaenEs, Vo

GOING OUTSIDE THE CAMP

Drioven Brutnges:
In regiond to the article, *The Court Py pe sl Antitype,
which ix eansing conxiderable diseussion among the friends:

... One of the points which some have conxidered 1o be out
of harmony with the “plan™ is the statement on page 166,
paragraph A5, to the ceneral effect that the Camp represents
Christendom, A this statement ix ahsolutely in harmony
with Pastor Russell, especindly ax precovded on pace 130, of
Ty Wharen Towrr ot 1910, “Going Outside the Ciomp,” may
I suzzest that you cither reprint said artele or eall special
attention to it in Toe Warcen Towrr!? I am satistied that
aocareful reading of this article will elarity many of 1he
features under discussion in regard to the Camp,

Your brother hy s crace, _ - —. Wis.

[Two excerpts from rhe article above referred to read

[*“T'he Camp condition at the present time, however, we
couldd not think would represent the world in the broad
sense, but rather the worldly chureh It would represent
those who with more or less desire wish to he in accord
with God :oud who profess his name, hut through ignoranee
or superstition or love of the world are not in the proper
attitude of heart to receive (he deep thines of od, the
spivitual things, af the time o which tlhos sprritusd
the work of atonentent, 15 heing earried on,”

work,
I"During (his cospel aze the Camp does not consist ot the

Jewish people, becanse matiers have changed, The Camp
Todday represents Christendom, - 19n's

THE THIN WHITE

WEDGE

A correspondent
has sent us a4 copy
of the aceompanying
chart, cut from The
Christiun. Work ¢ rs
Magazine, a mission-
ary journal.  While
thix black cirele is
very simple, it isx ex-
pressive of mueh that

ix interesting,  The
white wedge pur-

ports to represent the
proportion of native
converts in eompari-
son with the heathen

world, It is estimated,” sayvs the wordimg under the charet,
“that there are approximately  1,0675.000,000 precions souls

«“

wWho have never yet wdequately heard the gospel.
Liven accepung these figures as correct ((hough we helieve

The WATCH TOWER

a67

them 1o be much {oo smalty, ow many centuries would be
Fequired to convert the workd, if this s the hest showing
Tlow many in Christendom
the gospel as 1t s in
Nor will they have such
unstopped, until

alter nineteen hundred yenrs?
have had an adegquate hearing of
Chirist Jesus?  Not many, surely.
hearing until their now deaf ears are
Satanie deceptions are no nore,
INVISIBLE BONDS

Aeross my native land and beyond the distant sea,
A humble longing people
Would lirt up their hearts to Thee,
Oh Father how we're scattered,
How our tents are pitched apart,
But we long to be together with the loved
ones ot our heart,

But Father in onr seattered state,
We thank thee for the cham,
That binds our hearrs in unmson,
While we on earth l;(‘ll)zlil]:

The bonid that makes it possibie,
Though seattered far and wide,
To live so ¢lose, and love so dear.
Fieh member of the bride,

MARRIAGE AGAIN

Question: Can you not give us something more on the
subject of marriage? My observation has been that the ad-
VOrsary is oactine inocausing oo o certain o amount of havoe
amonz God's consecrated children 1 refer to the severe
trials and temprations to which our yonnger brothers and
sIsters 1 general are being exposed beeause of our cold and
mdifferent attitude when the marringe question is bhrought
up. 1 hive known of several cases both of insanity and
“uteide traceable directly or indireetly Some
of these unfortunate ones were very noble chwracters and
did run well for a time and fouzht o cood ticht, Tt because
of therr fleshly weaknesses nide shipwirecks of their faith,
IS maorriage o dishonor®

1o this cause,

Ansirer s We do not know that we can say anything more
than has bheen saud in the columns of T Warcrr Townr
and e the Sinth Volume of STUpiEs 1N THE SCRIPTL RES,
tertainly the older ones in the truth should not attempt to
stand e the way of the consummation of matritmoeny on the
part of younzer brethren or sisters,
assume o responstbiligy

To do so would be to
tor which they conld not answer,
There Is no need Loy either undue encourazement on the one
hated or discouracement on the other.  And certamly is
there no occasion tor indifterence. I youncer brethren and
sisters believe it to be advisable for them fo marrey, then
there should be no finding of fault, wagginzg of the head, or
other action caleubared 1o discount the value ot the judement
exervised, 1 older and more experienced hrethren think
they see more fully into the complexnies and diticultiexs of
nttrimony, they should remember that most of them would
never hive so seen without personal experience.  In matters
of personal import and responsibility no one has a right to
impose his judgment upon another, even if he is sure his

Judgment is the better—which indeed would be a hard
matter to establish,
TESTIMONY TEXTS FOR FEBRUARY
February 2: Jraovat GLoRIFiIES @ “Jehovah thy God,, .. the

holy one of Israel, ... hath glorified thee.”
- T~auth 60: 9

JEHov i REstorrs © “Jehovah
soul - Psalm 23 :1, 3,

Jrnos vt besiroys : “He shall destroy the sin-
ner thereof out ot .. the land - -Isajah 13 :9,

Jenovan Revives : L dwell in the high and
holy  place ... to revive the spirit of the
humble ™ Isaah 57 : 15,

February 9 restoreth my

Febrinary 16

February 23 ¢
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BROTHER R. H. BARBER

Alvin, Tex....
Galveston, T
Palacios, Tex..
Bandera, Tex
Tarpley, Tex...
San Antonio, Tex,...

Simmons, Tex........ Dec. 27, 28
Mathis, Tex. .. .Dec. 29
Robstown, Tex. v 30
Corpus Christi, Jan. 1,2
Kingsville, Tex... » 3,4
Harlhingen, Tex... Jan. §

BROTHER W. W, BLACK

Hepworth, Ont...
Allenford, Ont..
Mount Forest, Ont.
Palmerston, Ont
Harriston, Ont
Fordwich, Ont..

Ont...
Ont..
Ont.

Wingham,
Seaforth,
Stratford,
Ingersoll,
Thamesford, Ont,
St. Thomas, Ont, .

BROTHER J. A. BOHNET

Easthampton, Mass......... Dec. 15
Greenfield, Mass... T 16
Orange, Mass.... 717
Leominster, Mass 19
West (,helmqford Mass.. ? 20
Lowell, Mass. ............c.... o221

BROTHER B. H. BOYD

New Orleans, La...
Bogalusa, La.
Wanilla, Miss.
Jackson, Miss.
Hattiesburg, Miss.
Gulfport, Miss

.Dec. 12,13

Lawrence, Mass.... 22
Haverhill, Mass. 23
Saugus, Mas! » 24
Lynn, Mass.. » 25
Boston, Mass. . » 26
Waltham, Mass. .. 28
Mobile, Ala . 22
Waynesboro, Miss. v 23
Enterprise, Miss v 24
Laurel, Miss. v 26
Vosburg, Miss. »o27
Louin, Miss .28

BROTHER E. F. CRIST

Delaware, Ohio. . 15
Chillicothe, Ohio 17
Columbus, Ohio. » 19
Springfield, Ohio ” 20
Midland, Ohio voo21

Felicity, Ohio. Dec. 22, 23

Cincinnati, Ohio....
Ilamilton, Ohio..
Dayton, Ohio .....
Tippecanoe, Ohijo.
Pigua, Ohio ..
Sidney, Ohio ..

BROTHER A. J. ESHLEMAN

Pearcy, Ark. ..
Little Rock, A
Ward, Ark.
Judsonia, A
Helena, Ark
Haynes, Ark...

Dec. 15
»” 6

Havana, Ark
Dover, Ark..
Pleasant Grove,
Pine Mill, Ark...
Hattieville, Ark.
IFFort Smith, Ark..

BROTHER A. M. GRAHAM

Carleton Place, Ont......... Dec. 15
Flower Station, Ont. ” 16

Smiths Falls, Ont. I ¥
Prescott,

Mo...

Clinton,

Roseland, Mo, 10
Sedalia, Mo.. ?o12
Burton, Mo.. ” 13
Jefferson City, Mo.. I £
Farmington, Mo ................. ”o17

Belleville, Ont.

...Dec. 23, 24

Stirling, Ont.... e Zu 26
Havelock, Ont. .Dec. 27
P’eterboro, Ont.. ec, 28, 29
Lindsay, Ont.... 30, 31
Haliburton, Ont. . 1,2
Fast St. Louis, I1l... ..Dec. 19
St. Louis, Mo. 19
Louixville, Ky. 20
Cincinnati, Ohi 21
(‘olumbus, Ohio. 22
Pittsburgh, Pa.. 26

BROTHER G. S. KENDALL

Reedley, Cal Dec 15
Tulare, Cal.. 16
Km;.;sburg, C ”oaT
J'resno, Cal.. 19
]l.u\ex\neld 20
San Bernardmo, “Cal. " 20

BROTHER W.

West Tampa, Fla Dec. 15
Arcadia, IVla... ” 16
Punta Gorda, . . i
Tampa, Fla... ... 19

Key West, Fla,

Dec 22,23
Miami, IFla....ccoaneenn... 24-206

Redlands. Cal.
Ontario, Cal
Riverside, Cu
Somerton, .
Phoenix, Ariz. .. . 2
Chandler, Ariz. ... Dec.

H. PICKERING

Sanford, Fla... .
Orlando, Fla .29
Apopka, Fla. ..

Arredonda, Fla..
Pensacola, Fla.
De Funiak Springs,

BROTHER V. C. RICE

Spartanburg, S. C..

Shelby, N. C...... 16
Lincolnton, N. C. ?o1T
Kannapolis, N. C. » 18
Charlotte, N, C.. » 19
Gastonia, N. C.. »o 20

Greenwood, S. C....
Athens, Ga.....
Atlanta, Ga.
Dallas, Ga. .....
Rockmart, Ga.
Cedartown, Ga. ...

BROTHER C. ROBERTS

Dryden, Ont._.............. Dec. 15 Toronto, Ont....

Searchmont, Ont... .. Dec. 16,17 Markham, Ont. 28
Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. 18,19 Stouffvalle, Ont.. * 29
MacLennan, Ont.. ec. 2() 3aldwin, Ont. . > 30

Warren, Ont.. ... 22 Ulabridge, Ont..

North Bay, Ont.... 23 Haliburton, Ont...
BROTHER R. L. ROBIE

Bidding Springs, Okla.. Dec 15  Tulsa, OKla. ...
Muskogee, Okla.. ... = 16 Sapulpa, Okla.
Claremore, Okla. ?18 Okmulgee, Okla.
Nowata, Okla..... To19 Porum, OKkla....
Coffeyville, Kans. . 721 Tamaha, Okla..
Bartlesville, Okla............. »22 Quinton, Okla. ...

BROTHER E. D. SEXTON

T'ueblo, C0lO....cccoieiirancnnnn Dec. 18
Grand Junction, Colo..... !
Ogden, Utah

Des Moines, Ia....
St. Joseph, Mo...
Kansas City, Mo..

Emporia, Kans... 14 ’\Iulas, Nev. » 21
Newton, Kans.. 15 Lovelock, Nev... » 22
Garden City, Kans........... ?1T L.os Angeles, Cal.. 26

BROTHER T. H. THORNTON

Bellingham, Wash......... Dcc 15 Victoria, B. C...ccoeeee.
Everson, Wash... 10 Port Townsend, Wash.
Lynden, Wash............. ” Seattle, Wash..

\'un('nuver, B. C
Nanaimeo, B. C...
Ladysmith, B. C.

Everett, Wash,
Marysville, Wash
Snohomish, Wash..

............ Dec. 23

BROTHER D. TOOLE
Nebraska City,
Omaha, Nebr,
Glenwood, Ia.
Red Oak, Ia.
Little Sioux, Ia
Sioux City, Ia

Lawrence, Kans.... Neb......... Dee. 24
Kansas City, Mo.
Lansing, Kans
St. Joseph, Mo.
IFalls City, Neb
Auburn, Nebr.....

BROTHER 8. H.

Alvord, Tex. ......... Dec. 15
Fort Worth, Tex

TOUTJIAN

Grand Saline, Tex.
Plano, Tex. ...

Dallas, Tex...... ” '18, 9 Sherman, Tex..
Athens, TeX.courrirarreeencenn Dec. 20 Denison, Tex
Big Sandy, Tex.. Dec. 21, 22 Paris, Tex......
Gladewater, MV SN Dec. 23 Texarkana, Tex.
BROTHER C. A. WISE
El Paso, Tex........ccccceenee Dec. 10 Oklahoma City, Okla......Dec. 1T
San Antonio, Tex.. .12 Iort Smith, Ark.... » 18
Ilouston, Tex..... » 13  Little Rock, Ark 1
Galveston, Tex LT 14 Memphis, Tenn » 20
Dallas, Tex......... ..” 15  St. Louis, Mo.. » 21
Fort Worth, Tex............. 16 Terre Haute, Ind............. » 22
BROTHER G. YOUNG
Ladysmith, B. C........... Dec. 14 Vancouver, B. C......... Dec. 28, 29
Nanaimo, B. C... .15 Langley Fort, B, € ..Dec. 30
Port Alberni, B. C » 16  Chilliwack, B C. 31
Courtenay, B. C........ ... S Y (‘awston, B.C... Jan, 2
Vicetona, B. C. ...Dec. 18, 19 Grand Forks, B, C
Malahat, B. C............ vo21,22 Tral, B, C
BROTHER L. F. ZINK
Northland, Minpn....... " 20 21 Superior, Wis....ccoeeee
Artking Minn. . Barnum, Minn .
Thor, Minn... QOgilvie, Minn..
Dulurh, Minn, Pease, Minn. .
Amth]and Minn. .. Willmar, Mil}n.
Two Hurborq, Minn... ” 23,24  Appleton, Minn.
HYMNS FOR FEBRUARY

19; 198 48 27
Sunday ---- 6" 13 20 27 .

165 315 251 4
Monday_-_- 7 14 21 28

5 145 87
Tuesday--.- 1% 8% 15 228 .

23 242
2455

16110
17 284

220
3[08

9 220
10 13

Wednesday
Thursday --
Friday .....- 414 1197 189 250
Saturday-.- 5% 127 1910 26

After the close of the hymn the Bethel fainily listens to the-
reading of “My Vow Unto the Lord”, then joins in prayer. At the:
breakfast table the Manna text is considered.
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