7 //////////
—

S

S

“Watchman, What of the Night?
TheMorning Cometh,and a Night alsories.z: 12

Vor. XLI SEMI-MONTHLY No. 18

Anno Mundi 6048—September 15, 1920
CONTENTS

Ark-Homing Pralms .
The Resurrection Train. ... ... . ..

BaP1isM AND TEMPTATION OF JESUS .
Promptness in Obedience .. .. . .. ..
Led of the Spirit........ ..

TIHE TABERNACLE OF DAvID . 0 ... 275 B
Tabernacle Material First Gathered. .. .. 276
Israel's Sacred Chest.................... 277

Temptation to Spectacular Doings.. 282 'i
“Like as We Are”_... ... ... .. ..283 1 H
Jesus BrEGINs HIs MINISTRY.. . .. 283 5!
Work of the Gospel Age... ... ... ....284
Purpose of Our Lord’s Miracles ... ... .. 284
Witar rim Kina REQUIRES B
The Blessed Peacemakers. .
Our Standard of Perfection.... .. .287
no man lay ~'-
A RANSOM FOR ALL:"" “Ioaeill stand upon my wateh and will set my foot
> 3 L. wpon the Tower, and witll watch to see what He will
; say unto me, and what answer I shall make to them
that oppose me.”—Habakkuk 1.2,
— — ey
e
&S, Owiezts. »
ST — s ey T
=S T e S '?
~ el ..
NN - =T
s
TTaa -
U?‘on the earth Qistress of natiana with perplexity; the sea and the waves (the restless, discontented) roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear and for lookfmg
to the things coming upon the earth (soclety): for the wers of the heavens (ecclesiasticism) shall be shaken. . . When ye see these things begin 10 come. ua
tben know that the dom of God is at hand. XLook up, Bt up your heads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth nigh.~—Matthew 24:33; Mark 15:20; Xuks n..m



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

Journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Extension”, now being
presented in all parts of the civilized world by the WaTrcE Towkr BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY, chartered A.D. 1884, “For the Pro-
mmastion of Christian Knowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but
alse 28 a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society's conventions and of the
eoming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published STUDIES most entertainingly arranged, and very
aelpful to all who.w'ould merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei Minister (V. D. M.), which translated
Wate Enclish is Minister of God’s Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible
wtmdents and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable,

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated
—~vedemption through the precious blood of ‘‘the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for
afl™. (1 Peter 1:19; 1 Timothy 2:6) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stomes (1 Corinthians 3: 11-
15; 2_Pe_ter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which. . .has
Geen hid in God, . . . to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God”—‘“which in other ages

was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”.—Kphesians 3 : 5-9, 10.
It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest

subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scripiures.
bath spoken—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances.
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God.

It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident;
It is held as a trust, to be used only in his

-mervice ; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his

good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge.

And we not only invite but urge our

Feaders to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is cdnstantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
“@fBat the church is ‘“‘the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship” ; that its construction has been in progress throughout
the gospel age—ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when
finished, God’'s blessing shall come ‘“to all people”, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2:20-22;

Genesis 28:14; Galatians 3:29.

“That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these “living stonmes”, “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together
im the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout

the Millennium.—Revelation 15: 5-8,

“HBhat the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every
man,” ‘“a ransom for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world”, “in due time”.—

3 Hebrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6.
¥hat the hope of the church is that she ma

be like her Lord, “see him as he i8,” be “partakers of the divine nature’, and share his

glory as his joint-heir.—1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Peter 1:4.

What the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every
; to be God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.—lﬁphesians 4:12; Matthew 24:

ce
4; Revelation 1: 6; 20:86,
What the ho
westitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the wil

for the world lies in the blessings of knowledfie and 3pp§;§}ml€y to be brought to all b
ng and o ent, &

Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the

the hands of thelr esmer and his glorified church,

when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35.
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ANNUAL MEETING

Agreeable to the terms of the by-laws, annual meeting of the

Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society will be held at Pittsburgh,

eny County, Pennsylvania, on the 31st day of October, 1920,

at tem o’clock in the forenoon, for the purpose of transacting such

as may be brought before the meeting. The 31st this year

Seimg Sunday, such business matters as may be transacted will be
teamsacted on the succeeding day, as the by-laws provide.

The Board of Directors and Officers of the Society having been
ellected at the last meeting for a term of three years, there will be
me election held on the said date, but only such other business
matters as may come before the meeting.

W. E. VAN AMBURGH, Secretary.

SAME CUSTOM PREVAILING
Dear Brethren :
to the high cost of living, our class ghought it would be
te to make a small donation to each Pilgrim brother as
Be serves us, and we would be glad to know if this is in full
and meets with the approval of the Society.
Yours in Christian love,——————  Secretary.
¥ : Our reply to the above and similar inquiries is that the
Seclety prowides things necessary for the Pilgrim brethren, and it
fis wmderstood by them and the Society that all contributions
weoelved are to be reported to the Society and credited to the
“iCeod Hopes' fund.
CONVENTION AT WASHINGTON
WasHINGTON, D, C., Octoher, 8-10. For full information com-
aanicate with A, L. Smith, 126 Tenth St., N. E.,, Washington, D, C.

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES

These STUDIES are recommended to students as veritable Bible
keys, discussing topically every vital doctrine of the Bible. More
than eleven million copies are in circulation, in nineteen languages.
Two sizes are issued (in English only) : the regular maroon cloth,
gold stamped edition on dull finish paper (size 5”x7§”), and the
maroon cloth pocket edition on thin paper (size 4”x6§”); both
sizes are printed from the same plates, the difference being in the
margins ; both sizes are provided with an appendix of catechistic
questions for convenient class use. Both editions uniform in price.

SeriES I, “The Divine Plan of the Ages,” giving outline of the
divine plan revealed in the Bible, relating to man’s redemption and
restitution : 350 pages, plus indexes and appendixes, 75¢c. Magazine
edition 20¢. Also procurable in Arabic, Armenian, Dano-Norwegian,
Finnish, French, German, Greek, Hollandish, Hungarian, Italian,
Polish, Roumanian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, and Ukrainian;
regular cloth style, price uniform with English.

Ser1ES II, “The Time is at Hand,” treats of the manner and
time of the Lord’s second coming, considering the Bible testimony
on this subject: 333 pages, 75c. Obtainable in Dano-Norwegian,
Finnish, German, Polish and Swedish.

SERrIES III, “Thy Kingdom Come,” considers prophecies which
mark events connected with ‘“‘the time of the end”, the glorification
of the church and the establishment of the Millennial kingdom ; it
also contains a chapter on the Great Pyramid of Egypt, showing its
corroboration of certain Bible teachings : 380 pages, 756¢. Furnished
also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish,

SERIES 1V, “The Battle of Armageddon,” shows that the dieso-
lution of the present order of things is in progress ,and that all of
the human panaceas offered are valueless to avert the end predicted
in the Bible. It contains a special and extended treatise on our
Lord’s great prophecy of Matthew 24 and also that of Zechariah
14:1-9: 656 pages, 85c. Also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, Greek,
German, and Swedish.

SERIES V, “The Atonement Between God and Man,” treats an all
important subject, the center around which all features of divine
grace revalve. This topic deserves the most careful consideration
on the part of all true Christians: 618 pages, 85c. Procurable
likewise in Dane-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek, and Swedish.

SeErIEs VI, “The New Creation,” deals with the creative week
(Genesis 1, 2), and with the church, God’s new creation. It
examines the personnel, organization, rites, ceremonies, obligations,
and hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members
of the body of Christ: 730 pages, 85c. Supplied also in Dano-
Norwegian, Finnish, German, and Swedish.

SERIES V1I, “The Pinished Mystery,” consists of a verse-by-verse
explanation of the Bible books of Revelation, Song of Solomon,
and FEzekiel: 608 pages, illustrated, $1.00 in cloth, 20c in
magazine edition—Ilatter treats Revelation and Ezekiel only.
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THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID

“Lacddl build again the Tabernacle of David, ichich is fallen down—Acts 15: 16

AMUES the Less, the half brother of our Lord, seems

to have been prominent in the affairs of the early

church i and around Jerusalem.  Thix is implied
by St Pefer’s words in Acetx 12: 17, St Luke's in Acts
21: 18, and St Paul's in Galatians 1:19 and 2: 9. At
all events he was the chairman of the conference which
was called at Jerusalem to determine, if possible, what
was the Lord™s will m respect to the Gentile believers in
Chrizt. and the relationship of those believers to the
obligations, hopes, and promises of the Mogaie law cove-
nant. The Syriac version of this passage is rendered
as follows:

“Simon hath velated to you, how God hath begun to elect a
people for his name from amonyg the Gentiles. And with
this the words of the prophets agree, as it is written:

AFTER THESE TIINGS I WILL RETURN, (Jeremiah 12; 15)

AND WIIL SET UP THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID, THAT HAD
FALI EN : {(Amos 9:11, 12)

AND WILL RUILD THAT WHICIHL WAS IN RUINS IN IT,

AND WILL RAIRE 1T (P

SO THAT THE RESIDIE OF MEN MAY SEEK THE LORD

AND ALL THE NATIONS UPON WHOM MY NAME 1S CALLED;

BAULIL THE LORD WHO DOETH ALL THESE TIINGS.

Known, from ot old, are the works of God. (Isaiah 45:21)
Therefore T sav 1o you. let them not ¢rush those who from
amonyg the Gentiles have turned unto God.”

It is not adtonishing that the ecarly Jewish believers
found it difficult to understand how God would deal in-
timately with the Gentiles, when he had so carefully
instructed them that they only were his chosen people.
(Amos 3:2)  The explanation lay in the fact that
Jehovah had terminated his period of speeial favor to the
Jews three and one-half years after the crosr—at the
conversion of Clornelius, the first Gentile to be admitted
into the privileges of the gospel dispensation. 'This
explanation wax only gradually working its way into the
conscionsness of the early Christians of Jewish extrae-
tion, and this conference was one of the means used by
the Lord for the clarifying of the problem. The first
connected remarks on the occasion seem to have been
made by the Apostle Peter. These were followed by tes-
timonies of actual experiences by Paul and Barnabas.
Then it was that James summed up in the language
above quoted.  The courtesy and decorum observed in
this meeting of foundation stones of the mystie temple
of Christ is worthy of being noted and emulated. There
was no heckling or rude interruptions of the speaker.
They all gave silence during the addresses. It was not
known in advance whether they would agree with the
remarks or not, but they were determined to give each
one a courteous hearing.

FAVYOR TO THE GENTILES

It was the Apostle Peter who had had the privilege of
openmyg up the kingdom-of-heaven opportunities to the
Gentiles, as he had three and one-hali’ years previously
opened these up to the Jews at Pentecost. These two
occasions completely fulfilled for him the Master’s prom-
ise that he should be ‘given the kevs of the kingdom of
heaven’. (Matthew 16:19) The heavenly calling, once
opened up for both Jew and Gentile, could not be opened
any wider. In fact, the time would come, and now soon
will come, when those special kingdom honors and privi-
leges—-jointheirship with Christ, the glory of position,
the honor of divine fellowship, the immortality of life—
are to end for ever. (Luke 13:24,25) The dispensing
of this unusual reward for unusual faithfulness will end
when opportunity for displaying extraordinary loyalty
and perseverance shall have passed.

On this occasion St. Peter had doubtless recounted,
at more length than is recorded in the Acts, the same
story he had told the Jerusalem church several years
before and which is related in the tenth chapter of the
Book of Acts, The sturdy Apostle had not forgotten the
heavenly vision, nor the lessons it showed to him: that
divine favor in the shape of the gospel was intended to
2o to the Gentiles, and that Jehovah had indicated his
aceeptance of the Gentiles by the usual signs and gifts
of the spirit.  As to just how all this should be linked
up with the Mosaic dispensation, Simeon (Simon Peter)
was not so clear; for vears afterward he was uncertain
on some phases of the subject and had to be set right
by the Apostle Paul.—Galatians 2: 11 - 21,

After Peter had told the eircumstances surrounding
the conversion of Cornelius and the undeniably provi-
dential leadings and indications of the divine approval
and acceptance of the Gentiles; after Paul and Barnabas
had told of Gentiles turning to the gospel; the spirit of
insight into and interpretation of prophecy, which was
doubtless a gift possessed by the Apostle James, brought
to his mimnd the remembrance of certain prophetic state-
ments which corroborated the evidence presented in their
conference, namely, that God intended to deal with and
to bless some Gentiles.

Had we been there and had we had a snfficient illumi-
nation of the Lord’s spirit through his Word our course
of thinking would probably have heen somewhat like
this: This does seem strange; here, we and our fathers
have been taught for centuries that only the blood line-
age of Abraham stands in the path of divine hlessings—
vet, here we are confronted with indisputable evidence
of Jehovah’s blessings upon and recognition of Gentiles
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in this matter of the gospel; and this all dates from the
time of the conversion of Cornelius, as Brother Simon
has been telling us. Can it be that we have been meas-
urably wrong; have we had overdrawn views of the
exclusiveness of the divine favor? Perhaps so; yes, now
that we think of it, there are indications in the prophets
that God had in store for the nations some blessings
which were worthy of special mention. There, for in-
stance, is God’s first clear pronouncement of the good
news to Abraham, in which he said that all nations
should be blessed. (Genesis 12: 3; Galatians 3:8) That
certainly looks as though non-Jews would have some
blessings. Now I wonder about the time of that blessing.
Does Jehovah mean to bless the Gentiles ahead of Israel-
ites? Oh, no, that can hardly be ; for that same promise
speaks of the Seed as the means or channel of blessing.
Evidently it is to the Jew first. Another phase of this
thought seems to be hinted at in the words of the
Prophet Jeremiah. He speaks about the Lord returning,
or turning his favor again to the people of Jacob. That
certainly implies a period of disfavor preceding the
return. Then there is the still plainer word of Amos,
who, as the ord’s mouthpiece, spoke quite distinetly of
the Gentiles seeking after God. But there, too, it is to
the Jew first—first the residue of men (Jews), then
even the Gentiles, the heathen or non-consecrated na-
tions. Now is it just possible that this divine o der
observed in blessing Israel and the nations is also
observed in matters relating to the church of Christ in
this gospel age? So it seems; so it seems; for here are
Gentiles coming into the church before the time for the
general blessings to the world. What can this mean but
that the time of Israel’s preferential opportunity for
constituting the “Seed™ class has gone ?—a sad but sub-
lime thought!

Along some such lines the Apostle’s thoughts must have
been running during the conference. But they would
not run thus except by special illumination on the hith-
erto declared but not well understood prophecies. It
will be noted that James quoted these prophecies, which
are manifestly restitutionary in their character—the one
in Jeremiah speaking of restitution for the Jews and
that in Amos of restitution for both Jew and Gentile—
to establish the possibility of membership in the body
of Christ on the part of those who had been born Gen-
tiles. The prophecies distinctly establish two facts: (1)
that God intended to bless some Gentiles some time;
and (R) that that some time would be subsequent to the
blessing of the Jews. These prophecies only inferentially
establish anything respecting this age ; yet the proof was
strong enough for those early warriors of faith.

With eighteen centuries of divine dealing with the
fientiles and of “blindness in part” over natural Israel
vRomans 11:25, 26) it does not seem necessary to our
minds to establish the possibility of things which are so
apparent as to be discernible by every unprejudiced
mind. But then it was different. It took more proof to
show that God was going to let the Gentiles into the
church of Christ than it does now to demonstrate that
the times of the Gentiles have ended and that the Jews
will be again in the ascendancy.

The Amos quotation is from the Septuagint Version,
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as practically all of the New Testament quotations from
the ancient sacred writings are. It is but natural that
the apostles and other New Testament historians writing
in the Greek language should make use of the only Greek
version of the Old Testament then in use, when they
wished to quote passages from the Jewish Bible; but it
would not be natural or reasonable to suppose that either
St. Luke or St. Paul would use the Septuagint Version
when it would not correctly convey the meaning of the
original Hebrew writings. In cases like this one and in
Hebrews 10:5-7, where the Hebrew and Greck Old
Testament passages do not now correspond and where
the Septuagint Greek rendering has been incorporated
into the sacred New Testament writings and, in the case
of Hebrews 10:5-7 (quoted from Psalm 40:6 ff.),
forms the very kernel of the argument, our only safe
supposition is that the Hebrew and Greek did conform
at one time, but that some of the Hebrew text has
become corrupt since then, though not to the same extent
as corruption has befallen the Septuagint. Evidently
Jehovah has allowed these loopholes so that the wise
ones, the scribes and doctors of the law of Christendom,
would slip out into doubt and higher eriticism. Those
who slip out thus would not be suitable for the kingdom,
anyway.

The passage in Amos is manifestly in a harvest setting.
The ‘famine for the hearing of the Word of the Lord”
(Amos 8:11) is mentioned; further particulars of the
time of trouble upon Christendom (9:1,4) are given;
the scattered condition of the true Israel is foretold;
then the reéstablishment of David’s Tabernacle, the reés-
tablishment of the Jewish national hopes (later the
dominion), is next in order. Thereupon mention is made
of the plowman of trouble overtaking the harvest reaper,
and the winepress work the sowing of the Millennial
hopes of everlasting human life. Both mountains and
hills shall be bathed in the juice of the vine of the earth.
Israel shall be established in fact; the pristine loveli-
ness of the promised land shall be restored, and its inhab-
itants shall be happy and blessed, as further described
in the parallel passage in Isaiah 65.

TABERNACLE MATERIAL FIRST GATHERED

The expression, the Tabernacle of David, is evidently
broad in its signification. Perhaps it would be better
to say that various phases of God’s work, inseparably con-
nected with this ultimate Tabernacle, .are of such a
nature as to spread over the activities of this gospel age,
as well as the future. Insofar as the Tabernacle thought
applied to the time when the Apostle was quoting ghe
expression (and he did use it to establish an immediately
present question), it must have referred to the gathering
together first of the fragments, pieces, or remnants
(Isaiah 1:9; 11: 11, etc., ete.) out of fleshly Israel which
were worthy to become parts in the spiritual Israel class.
As it has applied to the harvest period of this gospel age,
it would seem to refer to the reéstablishing of Millennial
or Messianic hopes in the minds of spiritual Israelites,
the stimulating and thrilling thought that the Lord is
here and that it is only a question of a brief space of
time until the knowledge of the Lord shall become
universal. The material phasges of this Messianic hope
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have also affected the fleshly Israclites with fresh expoe-
tation and courage, as shown, in another figure, in
Ezekiel's vision of dry bones.

But the real and full application of the propheey is
one which fits only to the glorious reign of Messiah.
When this Tahernacle of David is fully established it will
mean that dominion over earth’s affairs which will work
for earth’s blessing; as it is written: “And a throne
shall he cstablished in loving kindness; and one shall
«it thereon in truth, in the tent [tahernacle] of David,
judging, and seeking justice, and swift to do righteous-
ness”’.—Isaiah 16: 5.

In other words, the present and past centuries of this
age have been given over to seeking out and shaping the
various structural elements which will soon be used in
the “raising”, or glorification, of the heavenly phase of
this dominion, and the honoring of its earthly represen-
tatives. The Tabernacle itself is the dominion of the earth
as exercised by the representative of Jehovah, for David
‘sat upon the throne of the Lord’. 1t is called a Taber-
nacle, or tent, because, blessed though it will be, it is a
temporary arrangement for the exercising of the “first
dominion” (Micah 4: 8) “over every living thing that is
in the earth” (Genesis 1: 28) by those of a higher plane,
merely long enough to bring man back to the point where
he himsell can be entrusted with that dominion again.

“The Tabernacle of David” is plainly a reference
back to the Tabernacle which David built and into which
he placed the ark of God. (1 Chronicles 15,16) The
day of the installation of the ark in this Tabernacle was
one of the greatest days in David’s history ; and so much
detail ix given conecerning the order of procession, so
many Psalms were written for use on that oceasion. that
the whole procedure was evidently intended to be
strongly pictorial. Apparently there was nothing dis-
tinguished about the Tabernacle itself which David con-
structed. It must have corresponded in all essential
details with the one built in the wilderness according to
the heavenly pattern showed Moses in the mount. Had
there been anvthing exceptional, it would surely have
been mentioned.  The ark which was installed in this
Tabernacle was the original one built in the old wilder-
ness davs.  The notable thing therefore must have been
the installation of the ark under the particular circum-
stances and conditions deseribed by the sacred historians.

AMany had been the vieissitudes of the ark.  After the
entrance of the children of Tsrael into Canaan it resided,
apparcutlyv. in the original Tabernacle or tent, at Shiloh;
for we read that “the house of God was at Shiloh”.
(Judges 13:31)  After hundreds of years the ark was
unadvizedly faken into hattle by the I«raclites aud cap-
tured as booly hy the Philistines.  In seven months the
Philistines were glad enough to get rid of at, and the
ark found its wayv in romantic fashion to Beth-chemesh.
Through a lack of reverence and through an overweening
amount of curiosity the Beth-shemeshites got into serious
trouble through the presence of the ark in their fertile
lowland ficlds. Instead of blaming themselves for their
dicaster, they seem to have thought that perhaps the
trouble had been due to the fact that the ark was on low
ground and that it should have been taken to some emi-
‘nence; and they bethought them of the gibeah, or hill,
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at Kirjath-jearim, close by. A plea to the Kirjath-
jearimites resulted in the transfer of the ark to the
house of Abinadab, who lived on a conziderable rise in
the neighborhood of Kirjath-jearim. We are told that
the hallowed chest, with its lid of merey, abode therc
twenty years. About sixty-two years elapsed from the
termination of that twenty-year period until the time
when David finally placed it in Jerusalem, but the
assumption is that, even after the death of Abinadab, it
rested in his house; for it was still there when David
went for it the first time.—1 Chronicles 13:7.

Long separation from its proper tabernacle and from
the order of services connected with that divinely
appointed abode, had led to carelessness or ignorance
respecting the method of handling the ark. Even David
erred by placing it on a cart (agalah, cart, wain, or
wagon, not rekeb, which is used for chariot) as the
heathen Philistines had done, instead of having it borne
by the Kohathites, as Jehovah had enjoined upon Moses.
The death of Uzzah brought the illy-planned procession
to a halt, and the ark was turned aside and placed in the
house of Obed-edom, a Levite of the family of Kohath.
After three months watching and considering and
searching of the law David determined to proceed with
the project before undertaken, but now to be carred
out more closely in accordance with the divine precepts,

ISRAEL’S SACRED CHEST

The ark itself, be it remembered, was the central fea-
ture of the Mosaic ceremonics and polity gencrally.
It was the most sacred thing in the midst of the Isrgel-
ites. It was a moderate-sized, rectangular chest, covered
with a golden lid, part of the material of which was
worked up into figures of two cherubim with out-
stretched wings and faces turned somewhat downward
toward the lid or merey seat. Between and ahove these
cherubim was the special presence of Jehovah among nis
people. This was the throne of God, the real King of
Isracl (1 Chronicles 16: 6, B. V., margin), while the ark
itself more nearly corresponded to the base or foundation
of his throne, which in fact is justice and judgment.
(Psalm 89:14; 97:2) KEven the heathen looked unon
the ark as representing Jehovah in a special way; for
when the Philistines heard that the ark was come nto
the camp of the Israclites they “were afraid, for frev
said, God has come into the camp”. (1 Samucl 4:7)
The ark was therefore the embodiment of Jehovah’s sov-
ercignty in Israel and. indireetly, of Isracl’s sovereignty
among the nations. In harmony with this thought we
find that the original ark disappeared from history with
the Tall and sack of Jerusalem at the overthrow of Zede-
kiah and the heginning of Gentile Times,

Into the ark Moses was mstructed to place the sacred
tables of the Taw (Lxodus 25: 16, 21), spoken of ag the
testimony.  The account in 1 Kings 8:9 informg us
that at the time of Solomon “there was nothing in the
ark save the two tables of stone which Moses put there at
Horeb”. Tebrews 9: 4 plainly conveys the thought that
the ark was also a reliquary for the “pot of manna” and
“Aaron’s rod that budded”—these, apparently, being
lost during the period of the Judges, possibly during the
ark’s sojourn in Philistia. Evidently the tables of the
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law were intended to constitute the outstanding feature
in such lessons as might attach to the contents of the ark.
It is notable that while the prophecy in Amos lays special
emphasis on the Tabernacle, the historical account in
1 Chronicles lays most stress on the ark. The installation
of the ark is the crowning feature of the establishment
of the Tabernacle, without which the Tabernacle would
have been no Tabernacle.

The account in 1 Chronicles 15 tells of the order of
march observed during the traverse of the eight or nine
miles of distance to Jerusalem.

ARK SHEMINITH ALAMOTH LEVITES

First, David himself marched and danced, clad in a
special linen robe and linen ephod, or surplice. Next
came six groups of members of the house of Levi, of the
families of Kohath, Merari, Gershom, Elizaphan, Heb-
ron, and Uzziel. Since “all Israel” was gathered to-
géther for this festive occasion (1 Chronicles 15:3) and
since this group of six subdivisions were picked or rep-
resentative men, it seems reasonable to conclude that
these siz divisions of Levites stood for the twelve tribes
of Israel. We have precedent for the thought that six
groups may represent twelve tribes in the parable of our
Lord concerning the rich man and Lazarus. There the
rich man pictured Judah and Benjamin, while the other
ten tribes were represented in the five “brethren” of
the suffering and submerged royal two tribes. Again
when our Lord sent out his twelve apostles to the “lost
sheep of the house of [all] Israel” he sent them in siz
groups of two each.

Following the Levites came the alamoth, or maidens’
choir; followed in turn by the sheminith, the eighth
division in the procession (sheminith means eighth), but
the third general group ; and the ark itself, accompanied
by its doorkeepers and trumpeters.

David, we know, pictured the glorified Jesus, the great
Messiah, him who is “David’s Son and David’s Lord”,
who shall sit upon the throne of David. (Isaiah 9:7)
The twelve tribes may well picture the twelve mystical
tribes of spiritual Israel, under the headship in all things
of the future King of Israel. Then come the virgins of
the great multitude class, who follow. Next in order
of resurrection, the ancient worthies. And then, all the
machinery of the kingdom of Christ being present and
in working order, the dominion itself shall be exerted,
or practically exercised.

ARK-HOMING PSALMS

On examination we find that there were several psalms
dedicated to this sublime and gladsome occasion. Some
of these were evidently sung in concert; some of them
were sung by special groups; and some were sung after
the ark was actually set within its sacred cube. Pgalms
87 and 132 were evidently surg by the first of these divi-
sions; and, as there were gix subdivisions in that group,
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so there are six subdivisions to Psalm 87. Bullinger’s
translation brings out this fact a little more clearly than
the Common Version:
1 1 “His foundatien upon the holy mountain doth Jeho-
vah love.
2 “[He loveth] the gates of Zion more than all the

dwellings of Jacob.
11 3 “Glorious things of thee are spoken, O thou city of God.

“gELAH {i. e., that being so, note well what follows] :

mx 4 “I will make mention of Egypt and Babylon to them
who know me:
“Lo! Philistia and Tyre, with Ethiopia [say]:
one was born there,
v 5 “But of Zion it shall be said: Generation after genera-
tion was born in her;
“And the Most High himself shall establish her.
v 8 “Jehovah will record when he enrolleth nations:
this one was born there.
“SELAH :
vi 7 “Both they that shout and they that dance {shall say
of Zion}:
“All my descendants shall be in thee [O thou city of
God].”

In this Psalm the previous dwellings of the ark among
the Jewish people are brought into strong contrast with
the one to which it was then journeying, in Zion. It was
now about to be placed where it would fill out the most
colorful part of the picture, which, after all, was but a
panoramic representation of the things connected with
the enthronement of God’s will as the most sacred and
most vital factor in the dominion of the earth.

It was the custom, and is still the custom, for nations
to point with pride to their distinguished sons. But
Zion shall be the mother of thousands of millions, and
every one will be distinguished, every one brought to the
fullness of restitution, where he will be & wondrous
image of his Maker. FEarthly boasts of earthly origin
will all pale into nothingness, and every one that receives
everlasting life will be truly proud to acknowledge his
source of life, his Life-Giver.

The alamoth, or maidens’ choir, sang on that momen-
tous day the Forty-fifth Psalm, the maiden’s psalm.
Probably those Hebrew maidens whe sang had in mind
their noble king, fairer and more gracious than most of
the sons of men; one, moreover, who was able to enter
into the problems and vexations of the people, from the
near-bandit to the members of the supplanted family of
the former king. They could well sing of David; for
he was the happiest and most active one in all that tune-
ful train. But the real One concerning whom they sang
was unknown to them, fairer, more gracious, more right-
eous, more victorious, more kingly than even David, the
king.

As the maidens’ choir was the seventh division in the
line of march, so we find seven divisions in Psalm 45.
Dr. Young’s translation reads as follows (the sub-heads
being added) :

“A SONG OF LOVES

1 His BEAUTY
“My heart hath indited a good thing,
I am telling my works to a king,
My tongue is the pen of a speedy writer.
Thou hast been beautified above the sons of men,
Grace hath been poured into thy lips,
Therefore hath God blessed thee to the age.

This
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n His VicTorY
“Gird thy sword upon the thigh., O mighty,
Thy clory nand thy majesty !
As to thy majesty—prosper '—ride !
Because of truth., and meekness—righteousness,
And thy right hand showeth thee fearful things.
Thine arrows are sharp.—peoples fall under thee—
In the heart of the enemies of the king.
11 His RiGHT To RULE
“Thy throne. O God, is age-enduring, and for ever,
A scepter of uprichtness
Is the scepter of thy kingdom.
Thou hast loved righteousness and hatest wickedness,
Therefore God, thy God. hath anointed thee,
Qil of joy above thy companions.
Myrrh and alves, cassia! all thy garments,
Out of palaces of ivory
Stringed instruments have made thee glad.
v His Bripg
“Daughrters of kings are among thy precious ones,
A queen hath stood at thy right hand,
In pure gold of Oplur.
Hearken, O daughter. and see. incline thine ear,
And forzet thy people, and thy father's house,
And the King doth desire thy beauty,
Because he is thy Lord—bow thyself to him,
And the dauczhrer of Tyre with a present,
The rich of the people do appease thy face.
All glory is the daughier of the king within,
Of zold-embroidered work is her clothing.
In divers colors she is brought to the king,
v HEer CoMPANIONS
“Virgins—unfrer her—her companions,
Are brouzht to thee.
They are brought with joy and gladness,
They conie mnto the palace of the king.
vl THER CHILDREN
“Instead of thy fathers are thy sons,
Thou dost appownt them tor princes in all the earth.
vir THEIR RENOWN
“I make mention of thy name in all generations;
Therefore do peoples pralse thee,
To the age. and for ever:!”

The same generations are referred to here as men-
tioned in the Eighty-seventh Psalm—*“Generation after
generation was born in her”.

To the sheminith. the eighth division, the men’s
chorus, were assigned at least two psalms on this occa-
sion. We know thiz in the same way that we know
Psalm 45 to be assigned to the alamoth; the psalms
themselves bear the sub-scriptions which indicate their
original use. DBut as heretofore remarked, the sub-
ecriptions are. in the Common Version and in most other
versions, erroneously placed so as to form part of the
superscriptions to the following songs. For instance,
over Psalm 46 we now find. in Young’s version, the
inscription. “For the Virgins”, though Psalm 46 is evi-
dently not the virgin psalm. 1t belongs to Psalm 45.

We turn to the two DPsalms. 5 and 11, which were
ascribed to the sheminith, naturallv expecting to find
some reference to the great event. We do find such ref-
erence, both in the structure and in the words. The
structure of both psalms very particularly contrasts the
righteous worshippers of Jehovah with the wicked. Very
fitting they are to those noble heroes of faith who
endured so much and urderstood so little.

PSALM 5
1 Vss. 1-3 Praver to Jehovah.
11 4 Reason (“For”): character of Jehovah.
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11 5,6 The wicked, and their wickedness.
v 7 The righreous worshippers contrasted—"Buot™
v 8 Praver to Jehovah.
vi 9 Reason (“For”). Character of the wicked.
vii 10 The wicked, and their destruction.
virr 11,12 The righteous worshippers contrasted—"“But”
PSALM 11

1 1 Trust in Jehovah, the Defender of the righteous.
11 2 The wicked. Their violence manifested.
1t 3 The righteous tried.
1v 4 Jehovah’s throne in heaven.
v 4 Jehovah's eyes on earth.
vi o The righteous tried.
vii 5,6 The wicked. Their violence revenged.
via 7 Trust in Jehovah, the lover of the righteous.

THE RESURRECTION TRAIN

So it wended its way, that grand eavalcade, over the
hills and valleys of Judea, up to Zion, the holy mourtain
of God. And so is wending its way. through ups and
downs though it may be, the grand purpose of the Lord
Jehovah respecting the establishment of his kingdom
among men. First in the grand resurrection train is our
l.ord Jesus, who was ‘not possible to be holden of death’.
(Acts 2:24) Since his second advent and with the
heginning of the first resurrection he, as David’s Lord,
has hegun leading a multitude of those held captive in
death. The first of these are his body. the twelve times.
twelve thousand that shall stand with him upon Mount
Zion. As it is written: “Thy dead shall hve: my
[hitherto] dead body shali they arise”.—Isaiah 2¢: 19.

When all the members of the bodyv of Christ shall have
passed bevond the vail then. next in order of resurree-
tion, will be the great multitude which come up out of
the great tribulation, washing their robes and making
them white through the blood of the Lamb. (Rcvelations
5:14) Then will come the ancient worthies. the visible
and working phase of the kingdom on earth. When all’
these elements of the kingdom are ready. the antitypical
ark. God's will as expressed in his law, shall be erthroned
as the sole arbiter and as the absolute monar:h in the
dominion of earth. That will shall be expresscd through-
Jehovah's wise, loving, honored, and trusted Son ; for he
iz worthy, having given himself a ransom for all.

It will be noted that exactly the same order of cvents
as is described in 1 Chronicles 15, 16 is observed in the
Forty-fifth Psalm, which contains hidden in its structure
the order of the procession bearing up the ark.

When the ark was finally installed in the Tabernacle,.
then DPsalm 68 was evidently sung as a memorial. ‘n
addition to the song recorded in 1 Chronicles 16. T:alin
68 opens with the Mosaic formula for the breaking of
camp. Moses, addressing the ark, was accustomed to-
say: “Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scat~
tered, and let them that hate thee flee beforc thee”.—
Numbers 10: 33.

The blessings to mankind, as well as the Tabernacle
of David. are associated with Mount Zion, and not with
Mount Moriah: “Out of Zion shall go forth the law. and
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:3)
Then “the Tabernacle of God [shall be] with men. and
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and
God himself shall be with them, and be their God”.—
Revelation 21: 3 ; Exodus 25: 8.



BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OF JESUS

— —OCTOBER 10— MATTHEW 3:1—4:10 ——

JOHN'S EMINENCE, HIS ODDITIES, HIS MODESTY, AND HIS FAITHFULNESS — HIS BAPTISM OF JESUS UNDER PROTEST — WITNESS
OF AND TO JESUS -— THE HEAVENS OPENED —.DRIVEN INTO THE WILDERNESS AND TEMPTED LIKE AS WE ARE.

“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”—Maitthew 3: 17

Jesus declares, one of the greatest. To him was com-

mitted the honorable service of directly announcing the
8avior, who said of him: “Verily I say unto you, Among
them that are born of women there hath not arisen a greater
¢han John the Baptist: notwithstanding, he that is least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he”. (Matthew 11:
11) The last representative of the “house of servants”, he
discharged the duties of his office with dignity, declaring
Jesus to be the long-promised Messiah-King, who was about
¢o select a bride class to be his joint-heirs in the kingdom.
The Prophet recognized that he himself was not eligible to
4his class, yet rejoiced in his privilege of announcing the
Bridegroom, saying, “He that hath the bride is the bride-
groom : but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth
and theareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bride-
groom's volce: this my joy therefore is fulfilled”.—John
3:29.

John’s mission was to arouse the people of Israel to the
fact that Messiah had come, that the time of the inaugura-
tion of the long-promised kingdom of God was at hand, and
that if they, as a people, desired to share in it, in harmony
with their long-cherished hopes, they should at once begin
preparation. Not as a whole would the favored nation be
accepted, but as. individuals. All, therefore, should make a
searching of their hearts, and if they found themselves to be
careless respecting the Messianic hope, which was the
<entral teaching of the Law, they should repent and turn
from that sin, and they should symbolize their reformation
4n the presence of witnesses by baptism which symbolically
represented the putting away of this gin. Other sins were
taken care of by the trespass offerings, peace offerings, etc.

JOHN the Baptist was the last of the prophets and, as

A RUGGED CHARACTER

God chose a strong, rugged character to bear this message.
Providentially, John's experiences in the wikderness specially
qualified him; and his peculiar raiment and food enabled
him to be independent of all religious sects and parties
among the Jews and gave him freedom of utterance, which
he might not otherwise have had. At the same time, these
peculiarities made his message all the more striking to the
aninds of the people.

As an illustration of his boldness, he challenged some of
the prominent religlonists of his time who came to his
preaching and baptism. He declared that they were the
offspring of vipers and that their repentance would not be
considered genuine without certain proofs, and that they
aight rid themselves of the delusion that they could inherit
any share in the kingdom merely because they were the
natural children of Abraham, since God was able to fulfill
his promise to Abraham along other lines.

John's declaration that now the axe was laid at the roots
©f the trees and that all not bringing forth good fruit would
be hewn down and cast into the fire, was merely a figurative
way of saying that the testing time for the Jewish people
had come, that it was an individual matter, and that only
such as bore good fruit in their characters and lives would
any longer be recognized of the Lord as Israelites and
identified with the kingdom. All the remainder, cut off from
those privileges, would go into the fire of tribulation and
destruction with which their national existence would cease.

He was faithful in telling his hearers that his work and
bhis baptism were merely preparatory; that the greater
teachings and higher baptism Messiah would institute. The
honor and dignity of Messiah were so great that in compar-
ison he was not worthy to be his most menial servant, to
«are for his shoes. Messiah's baptism would be of two parts,
the one upon the faithful, the other upon the unfaithful.
“JIsraelites indeed” he would baptize with the holy spirit:
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and subsequently the unworthy, the non-fruitbearing, would
experience a baptism of fire, of trouble, of national
destruction.

Again he illustrated the character of Messiah’s work in
their nation, comparing it to the winnowing of wheat from
chaff. The entire mass, the entire nation, would be tossed
about by the great Winnower, in order that every grain of
wheat might be found and separated from the chaff. The
wheat was cared for, garnered, to a new state or condition
at Pentecost and subsequently. The chaff of the nation was
cast into a fire of trouble, insurrection, and anarchy, which
consumed them as people, as a nation, A, D. 70-73. That
fire was unquenchable in the sense that it was the divine
intention that the nation should be consumed and it was not
in the power of the ablest of statesmen and rulers to prevent
this—to quench the fire. It burned itself out, as stated.

PROMPTNESS IN OBEDIENCE

After John had been preaching and baptizing for about six
months, about September, A. D, 29, Jesus, who had been
residing in Galilee and was nearing his thirtieth birthday,
set out to find John and to be baptized of him and to begin
his public ministry at the earliest possible moment. He was
to be a Priest as well as a King for his people, a “Priest
forever after the order of Melchizedek”, and the law
required of a priest that he be at least thirty years of age.
Hence Jesus' ministry was hindered from beginning until
this age was attained, but he was free to begin it at the
earliest possible moment after that time.

He was of course acquainted with his second-cousin, John
the Baptizer, who evidently well knew of his upright life
and unimpeachable character and who was astounded to
have Jesus apply for baptism ; since the class John sought
was the backsliding and sinful. According to the original
reading, John “would have hindered him, saying, I have need
to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?’ Realizing
that Jesus had no sins to wash away, it seemed to John
inappropriate that this ceremony should be performed upon
Jesus, for we are to remember that John’s baptism was
merely a baptism illustrating repentence, reformation, and
not Christian baptism.—Acts 19: 4, 5.

Our Lord did not attempt to explain to John that he was
introducing a new baptism, not for sinners but exclusively
for holy ones, and not, therefore, in any sense of the word
symbolic of the cleansing from sin, but symbolic of a sacri-
ficial death for the sins of others. It was not then due time
to explain Christian baptism, and to have done so would
merely have confused John and those who might have heard,
without profiting him any, because the new baptism belonged
to the new dispensation which did not begin until Pentecost,
except in the person of our Lord Jesus himself. And in any
case the force and meaning of the symbol is merely what is
understood by the baptized one.

Our Lord, being free from sin, required no justification by
another, and when he had reached manhood’s estate pre-
sented himself wholly and unreservedly to do the IFather's
will. At the moment of consecration his earthly life was
vielded up as a sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, and
this was symbolized by his immersion in water. The
remaining three and a half years of his life were already
on the altar, and he merely waited for his sacrifice to be
consumed, crying with his last breath, “It is finished!”
Likewise he has invited all of his faithful, elect church to
become joint-sacrificers with him, and ultimately to become
also joint-heirs in the kingdom to be given to the Royal
Priesthood. As Jesus’ baptism, therefore, signified his death
sacrificially for sins, so the baptism of Christians symbolizes
their participation with the Lord in his sacrifice, after they
have been justified by faith freely from all things by the
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merit of his blood. In our Lord’s case the consecration was
quickly followed by the symbol, and with his followers the
consecration should be followed by the symbol as quickly as
they recognize the meaning of the symbol, which for cen-
turies has been beclouded and obscured.

LED OF THE SPIRIT

Quickly following our Lord’s consecration and its symboli-
zation came the evidence that his sacrificc was accepted of
God: the heavens were opened unto him. This probably
signifies that he was granted a heavenly vision, confirming
to him his relationship to the Father, and connecting up
the interim of his experience as a man with his prehuman
experiences: and there came a voice declaring him to be
God’s well-beloved Son, and he as well as John (John 1: 34)
witnessed n manifestation of the divine blessing descending
upon him like a dove. We are not informed that the people
saw the heavens opened, heard the voice, and suw the dove ;
on the contrary, the records seem to indicate that only Jesus
and John saw and heard, and thaat the latter was granted
the privilege to the intent that he might bear witness to the
fact.

Jesus was led of the spirit—his own spirit, illuminated
by the spirit-baptism which he had just received—to go
apart from John and the concourse of people into quiet
solitude ; and for this purpose he chose a wilderness place.
Mark says he was impelled or “driven” of the spirit into
the wilderness. The thought we get Is that there was a great
pressure upon our Lord's mind at this time. The momentous
time for which he had been waiting for eighteen yeurs had
come. He had hastened to present himself at the earliest
possible moment, that his service should not be delayed; but,
now, under the enlightenment of the holy spirit, instead of
beginning his ministry precipitately, he felt that he must
know definitely the proper course to pursue: he must not
make a mistake at the very outstart of his service; he must
know the Ifather’s will, that he might render his service in
harmony therewith. Such motives impelled him to seek
solitude for thought and prayer, and for reviewing the
various Scriptures which hitherto he had studied and but
imperfectly comprehended, but which now began to be
luminous under the influence of the holy spirit which he had
received.

It was not the boy Jesus, nor the youth Jesus that was
tempted “like as we are, yet without sin”. And our Lord's
temptations after his consecration were not like the tempta-
tions which beset the world; but they were like the church’s
temptutions. In other words, our Lord was a neciw creature
from the time of his consecration at Jordan, and we are new
creatures in him from the time of our accepted consecration ;
and it was the consccrated Jesus who was tempted and tried
like as his consecrated followers are tempted and tried. We
shall see further evidences of ihis as we proceed to notice the
character of our Lord’s temptations and to compare them
with the temptations which come to his consecrated
“brethren', Many have wondered why their temptations
seemed to begin after their consecration to the Lord, rather
than before : seemingly they expected that after consecration
the adversary would fall from them and they should have
little or no temptation—totally misunderstanding the divine
arrangement.,  Such temptations or tests of character as
come to the consecrated are not appropriate to the unconse-
crated: the present is not the judgment day of the world,
but the testing time for the church.

It would appear that our Lord's temptuations progressed
throughout the entire forty days, but that the three tempta-
tions specifically described were the culmination of that
period of testing. We may well suppose that adjustment
and re-adjustment, fitting and refitting, with much reflection
and prayer, occupied many of the forty days, and there must
have been temptations mingled with these all; as, for
instance, questionings respecting the necessity of those
features represented in the types and specified in the
prophecies of the sufferings of Christ which must take
precedence to the glories that would follow. There may
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have been temptations, too, to deal dishonestly with the
records, to “wrest the Scriptures”, and thus self-deceived,
to choose a way not in fullest conformity to the divine
outline ; but we may safely suppose that as soon as such
suggestions, one after another, presented themselves, they
were promptly rejected, our Lord being fully determined
that he would be ubsolutely obedient to the Father's will
and accomplish the work which he had sent him to do in
exactly the manner prescribed.

So intent had been his study and so earnest his desire for
quiet fellowship with the Father and his law, that forty
days were spent under such conditions; and apparently so
deeply absorbed was our Lord that he did not even think
of food. Nor does this appear so strange to us when we
remember that he was perfect, while we are imperfect,
physically as well as otherwise. *“He afterward hungered.”

It was at the close of this period of Bible study annd
prayer, when our Lord wus weak from fasting, that the
adversary assaulted him with three temptations, particu-
larized in our lesson.

SATAN, ADVERSARY, THE DEVIL

The word here translated “devil” is déabdolos, and is used
with the definite article—the devil. The arch-deceiver is
thus Scripturally distinguished from the fallen angels, who
throughout the Scriptures are spoken of in the plural,
designated by another word, signifying demons. flere, then,
is one place in the Scriptures where the personality of the
prince of devils is definitely affirmed, and his person and
power acknowledged by our l.ord himself. It is not
necessary for us, however, to assume that Satan appeared to
our Lord in human form : he may or may not have been thus
personally manifest. If personally manifest, we may rest
well assured that he presented himself in his very best
wappearance, as an angel of light. Indeed, we may well
remember that our Lord, in his prehuman condition, had, as
the Father's agent, been the Creator of Satan, and we
remember that Satan was an angel of very high order, whose
sin consisted in an attempt to usurp authority and to
become the potentate of earth, by stealing the sympathy,
affection, and fealty of humanity, and that on this account
he fell under divine reprobation. We can imagine that a
vixit from him to Jesus would not he at all inappropriate, as
he undoubtedly knew the facts of our Lord’s consecration,
and to some extent knew of the work which the Father had
given him to do in the redemption of the fallen race of men.
We can imagine him even presenting himself in a friendly
manner, and assuring our Lord Jesus that he felt u great
interest in him and his work; that he himself had been pain-
fully surprised to note the penalty of sin upon mankind, and
the dreadful degradation which had resulted; and that now
he would be glad indeed to have something done by which
poor humanity might be delivered from its groaning, travail-
ing, dying conditions. Ax a friend, thoroughly versed in the
situation all round, and interested in its success, and
thoroughly conversant with the mental moods and foibles of
humanity, he was in a place where he felt qualitied to offer
some suggestions respecting the very work which our Lord
Jesus wished to perform, the plan, for the welfare of which
he was now considering.

FALSE INTEREST IN JESUS’ COMFORT

First, Satan manifests personal interest in our Savior by
suggesting his weakness from lack of food and the necessity
for taking proper care of hix physical health if e would
do the great and noble work he had undertaken. Ie
reminded our Lord of his present power—that he had just
been imbued with divine power, and that he had now full
ability to supply his wants, and need only to speak the word
and have the stones furned into food. Thus, also, he sug-
gested, Jesus would be demonstrating to himself the verity
of the new power he had witnessed coming upon him and
had subsequently felt. What more cunning temptation than
this could be devised? Compliance with it not only evidently
meant the relief of his hunger and the strengthening of
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his physical frame, but additionally it apparently meant the
conversion of Satan, who now seemingly was in a repentant
attitude and desirous of codperating with him in the undoing
of the evil work of the long ago. It was a strong temptation.

Such temptation comes also to all the consecrated; pot in
exactly the same form nor the same language, but
somewhat similarly — suggestions that the new relation-
ship with God, and the strength which it brings,
the new acquaintanceship incurred, etc, may be used
to seme extent at least in creature comforts; may be
make us shine before men as very honorable and favored of
God ; may be used to command large salaries, or at least as
a means for seeking them, even if never found. We may
then all note carefully how our Lord resisted his would-be
friend and his worldly-wise suggestions. He flatly refused
the suggestion of using his spiritual power to serve his
temporal wants. The spiritual gift could no more be used
to procure temporal comforts than it could be sold for money
to Simon (Acts 8:18-24); but without going into details,
and without boasting that he was too holy to think of such
a sacrilegious use of the power entrusted to him, Jesus
simply answered the adversary in Scriptural language, that
man’s life was net wholly dependent upon what he should
eat, but that obedience to the Word of God would be a surer
guarantee of life. And after this manner each of the Lord’s
followers should answer every question which in any manner
proposes the acquirement of earthly blessings and comforts
at the sacrifice of the spiritual.

Our Lord’s positiveness of reply shut off the temptation
quickly, and discouraged the adversary from further pro-
ceeding along that line. And so it is with us, his followers:
if we are positive in our rejection of temptation it increases
our strength of character, not only for that time, but also
for subsequent temptations; and it disconcerts to some
extent our adversary, who, noting our positiveness, knows
well that it is useless to discuss the matter with persons of
strong convictions and positive character; whereas, if the
question were parleyed over, the result would surely be the
advancing of further reasons and arguments on the adver-
sary’s part, and a danger on our part that we would be
overmatched in argument; for, as the Apostle declares, the
devil is a wily adversary, and “we are not ignorant of his
devices”. Prompt and positive obedience to the word and
spirit of the Lord is the only safe course for any of the
“brethren”.

Disappointed in his first effort, the adversary quickly
turned the subject, not even dissenting from our Lord’s
judgment in the matter. The second temptation he presented
is like all others that came to our Lord and that come to his
consecrated followers, namely, not a temptation to gross
wickedness—to steal, to kill, etc.—but a temptation to do
the Lord’s work in another way than that which the Lord
had planned, to use unanointed, or antichrist methods to
secure even Scriptural ends, to misuse the divine powers
given him by endeavoring to accomplish good results in an
improper manner.

TEMPTATION TO SPECTACULAR DOINGS

Satan took our Lord Jesus to Jerusalem and up to the flat
roof of one of the wings of the Temple—not physically, but
mentally, just as mentally as we can go to various places
and do certain things without change of physical location.
The suggestion now made was this: I (Satan) can give you
a good suggestion respecting a way to bring yourself quickly
into prominence before the people of Israel, and you will
be pleased with it, because it is a Scriptural way: indeed
I have found that it is foretold in the prophecy that Messiah
at his coming will do this: and the people will readily
recognize it as a fulfillment of the words of the Psalmist,
and thus they will embrace your cause quickly, you will
become the 1eader of the people, and your work will go on
most grandly: and as I said before, I will rejoice in seeing
the prosperity of the work, for I am heartily sick of the
degradation which I have witnessed for now four thousand
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years. My suggestion is that you go to the roof of the
southern wing of the Temple, which on its rear part over-
looks the Valley of Hinnom, towering above it six hundred
feet, and which also overlooks the court of the Temple, in
which there are hundreds of devout Jews: then leap from
this eminence, and arise unhurt by the fall. This will
demonstrate more quickly than anything else you could do
or say that the power of the Highest is upon you, and that
you are the Messiah. This, I say, is referred to in the
Seripture which says: “He shall give his angels charge
concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up,
lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone”.—
Matthew 4: 6.

Similar are the temptations which Satan presents to the
consecrated followers of Jesus: Make a great show before
the world and the nominal church; attract their attention
by any means, and not simply by the preaching of the cross
of Christ; the spiritual powers and blessings that you have
received use for doing some great and striking work which
will appeal to the natural man, and thus secure quick and
great success; do this instead of doing the quiet and less
conspicuous work of presenting spiritual things to the
spiritual class, which work the vast majority can in no wise
appreciate, but will only shun you, consider you peculiar,
and which will not only lose you the sympathy of the mass,
but will bring you specially the hatred of some of the
principal professors of Christendom.

Again our Lord answered promptly and correctly: “It is
written again, Thou -shalt not tempt the Lord thy God”.
Satan would like to have us walk by sight, not by faith; he
would like to have us continually tempting God, and
demanding some ocular demonstrations of his favor and
protection, instead of accepting the testimony of his Word
and relying thereon implicitly by faith. In the light of the
unfolding of the Scriptures we see that Satan, probably
unwittingly, quoted a passage of Scripture wholly out of its
proper meaning and interpretation, a passage which referred,
not to the literal feet of Jesus, and to literal stones, and to
literal angels, but to the symbolic feet members of the body
of Christ today, and to the stones of stumbling, doctrinal
and otherwise, which are now permitted in the pathway of
the faithful, and to the angels or ministers of divine truth
who in the present harvest time would be commissioned to
bear up the feet members with such counsels, admonitions,
and expositions of Seripture as would be necessary for
them.—Psalm 91: 11, 12,

HOMAGE TO UNWORTHY OBJECTS

Satan’s third temptation we may presume was presented
likewise in a friendly and sympathetic manner, indicative
of a desire for codperation in our Lord’s great work. He
took him to a high mountain—not literally, but mentally.
Indeed, there is no literal high mountain near Jerusalem, nor
anywhere in the world, from which all the kingdoms of the
world and their glory could be seen. Satan took our Lord
mentally to a very high symbolic mountain, or kingdom. He
pictured before him the immensity of his (Satan’s) own
power throughout the world, his control of all the nations
and peoples to a large extent, and this our Lord subse-
quently acknowledged when he referred to Satan as ‘‘the
prince [ruler] of this world”. This panoramic presentation
of Satan’s power and influence throughout the world was
designed to impress upon the mind of our Redeemer the
thought that Satan’s friendship and assistance would be
most valuable-——nay, almost of vital importance to the
success of his mission, and hence that it was very fortunate
indeed that at this juncture Satan had called upon him in
so friendly a mood, and that he apparently so sincerely
welcomed his efforts and was ready to codperate therewith.

Satan possibly pointed out to our Lord that Messiah was
specially referred to as the King of Israel, and as the One
to bless Israel, and he may have admitted that a light of
influence would extend to all nations through him, but the
center of his argument would seem to be that he proposed
to Jesus a still larger kingdom than Israel. He proposed to
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him a kingdom embracing all the nations of the earth, and
that he should have control of all these, and be able to
bring in the blessed reforms which were designed of God,
only one condition being insisted upon, namely, that what-
ever kingdom or rule or authority might be established must
recognize Sutan’s rulership. The adversary thus seemed to see
what he thought a favorable opportunity for consummating
his original plans, for we cannot suppose that his original
intention was to gain control of a dying and depraved race,
but that he much rather would he the lord or ruler of a
highly enlightened and well-endowed people. IHe was
willing, therefore, to see carried into effect all the gracious
work which God had designed, and willing to reform himself
and become the leader of reform, provided only that he
should be recognized as having the chief place of influence
in connection with mankind. It was after this manner that
he wished our Lord to do worship or reverence to him, to
recognize his intfluence and codperation in the work; not for
a moment can we suppose that he expected our Lord to
kneel before hinm and to worship him as God.

Our Lord's reply 1o this last temptation shows that it
fully awakened him to a realization of the fact that there
was no real reformation at work in Satan’s heart; that he
was still ambitious, self-seeking, as at the beginning of his
downward course: and he realized that even to discuss the
matter further with one who had thus avowed his real
sentiments would be disloyalty to the Father: and hence his
words: “Get thee hence, Satan”—leave me; you cannot
cooperate with me at all; my work is in full accord with
the absolute standard of the divine will: T can be a party
to no program contrary to this, however alluring some of
its features might be in promising a speedy esnquest of the
world and a speedy establishment of & reign of righteousness
and blessing and an avoidance of personal suffering; I
cannot serve two masters; I can recognize only the one
supreme Jehovah, as Lord of heaven and of earth, and
therefore could not recognize you in any position of authority
except as the great Jehovah would appoint you to it, which
I know he would never do, so long as you are of the present
ambitious spirit. I am operating along the line of the
declaration: “Thou shalt worship [reverence] the Lord thy
God, and him only shalt thouw serve”.

“LIKE AS WE ARE”

We cun readily discern that this temptation of our Lord
was but a sample illustration of such as beset his followers
all along the narrow way, from the same source, directly or
through agencies. Satan, through his various mouthpieces,
is continually saying to the saints: Flere is a more success-
ful way of accomplishing your object than that which you
are pursuing, a more successful way than the Lord's way.
Bend a little; make compromise with the worldly spirit; do
not hew too close to the line of the Word of God and the
example of the ILord Jesus and the apostles; you must
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be more like the world, in order to exert an influence—
mix a little into politics and a good deal into secret
societies; keep in touch with the fads and foibles
of the day; and above all things keep any light of
present truth under a bushel; thus alone can you have
influence and accomplish your good desires toward men. But
our dear Master assures us that we are to be faithful to the-
Lord and to his plan, and let things work out as best they
may along that line; and that we may rest assured that in
the end the Father's plan not only is the best but really the
only plan for accomplishing his great designs, and that i
we would be associated therein as co-luborers with him, it
must be by recognizing him as our only Master, and with
an eye single to his approval.

Our Lord’s utter refusal of every other way of carrying
out his mission than the one which the Father had marked
out, the way of self-sacrifice, the narrow way, was indeed
a great victory. The adversary left him, finding nothing in
him that he could take hold of or work upon, so thoroughly
loyal was Jesus to the very word and spirit of Jehovah. And
then, the trial being ended, we read that holy angels came
and ministered to our Lord—doubtless supplying him with
refreshment such as he had refused to exercise the divine
power to obtain for himself. And such we may recognize
as being the experience of our Lord’s followers: with victory
comes a blessing from the Lord, fellowship of spirit,
refreshment of heart, a realization of divine favor that
mukes stronger for the next trial.

Another lesson here is that temptation does not imply sin.,
As our Lord was tempted “without sin”, so may his brethren
he if they follow his example and with purity of heart,
purity of intention, seek only the Father's will and way.
Sin could only come through yielding to the temptation. But
let us not forget that hesitaney after the wrong is seen
increases the power of the temptation. And we may note
here that while Satan is tempter, endeavoring to ensnare us
into wrong paths and wrong conduct, God is not so: ‘Ile
tempteth no man’ (James 1:13), and even though he permit
the adversury and his agents to beset his people, it is not
with the object of ensnaring them, but with the opposite
object: that they may by such trials and testings be made
the stronger, developing character through exercise in
resisting evil, Let us remember too for our strengthening
the Scriptural assurance that God will not suffer us to be
tempted above that we are able to resist and overcome but
will with the temptation provide also a way of escape.

To avail ourselves of this provision requires merely faith,
and the more we exercise our fuith in such matters the more
of it we shull have, becoming stronger in the Lord and in the
power of his might; and thus by divine grace and under the
Master's assistance we may come off overcomers—conquerors,
and more than conquerors, through him who loved us and
bought us with his own precious blood.—2 Corinthians 12:9;
1 Corinthians 10:13; Ephesians 6:10; Romans 8: 37, 39.

JESUS BEGINS

HIS MINISTRY

— ~— OCTOBER 17 — MATTHEW 4:12-25 — —

THE MESSIANIC KINGDOM ISRAEL'S HOPE FOR CENTURIES — THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF OUB LOBD'S PROCLAMATION — HIS MESSAGE
ACCEPTED BY THE COMMON PEOPLE, BUT REJECTED BY TIIE CLERGY — MIRACLES HIS CREDENTIALS.

“Repent ye; for the kingdom of hcaven is at hand.”—Verse 17.

OR a while after the temptation in the wilderness our

Lord’s ministry was of a private character, until after

John the Baptist had finished his ministry and been
cast into prison. This interimm before our Lord began his
public work is frequently estimated at from six months to
a year. To have begun sooner might have aroused some
rivalry between his followers and those of John; hut even
as it was, we are informed that Jesus baptized more disciples
than did John, though Jesus himself baptized not, but his
disciples. The calling of Peter and Andrew mentioned in

this lesson was not their first introduction to Jesus, but
merely our Lord’s invitation to them to become special
associates in the work of proclaiming the kingdom. The
account of their introduction to Jesus is found in John
1:36-42, Our Lord evidently resided for some time in
Nazareth with his mother and his brethren, until the time of
John’s imprisonment and the consequent stoppage of his
mission work. It was then that our Lord with his mother
and his brethren moved as a family % Capernaum.
(Compare Matthew 4:13 with John 2:12) *“From that
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time Jesus began to preach and say, Repent; for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand.”

Yor centuries Israel had been looking for the kingdom of
heaven, the kingdom of God, expecting according to their
covenant that the chief place in that kingdom should be
theirs, as the servants of God, the ministers of righteousness
and truth; and that they should be used of the Almighty to
rule and instruct all nations, in fulfiliment of the promise
made to Abraham, that in his seed all the families of the
earth should be blessed. This promise all true Israelites had
distinetly before their minds as their great hope, and indeed
as the only object of their national existence.—Acts 26:86, 7.

To these, therefore, the proclamation, “Repent, for the
Kingdom of heaven is at hand,” meant that God’s time had
now come for the fulfillment of his promise to this nation,
in its establishment as his representative kingdom to rule
and bless the world: but that in order to be fit for this
kingdom every Israelite should prepare his heart, humble
himself before God, repenting of sins and thereby reforming
his life, seeking a readiness for the divine blessing, in what-
ever form it might come. This message was the same that
John delivered in his public ministry; the same also that
was given to the twelve disciples and afterwards to the
seventy also, whom Jesus sent forth, clothed with a share
of his power over diseases and unclean spirits, to announce
him in all the cities which he would visit later.

Thus did God fulfill toward Israel both the letter and the
spirit of his engagement. But while the people of Palestine
were the children of Abraham, and professedly God’s cove-
nant people, yet with the vast majority this was but an
empty profession and an outward form; for their hopes
respecting the great promise of which they were heirs were
not the proper, laudable ambitions to be God’s servants and
messengers In carrying his blessings to mankind, but a
selfish, arrogant pride which concluded that there must
have been some special merit in their race which led God to
seek it, and on account of which he would be rather obli-
gated to that nation as the only people capable of carrying
out his benevolent designs. Against this arrogance our Lord
warned them frequently, assuring them that God could get
along without them and that he was able to raise up for his
purpose, instead of them, children of Abraham who would
have Abraham’s loyalty of spirit, even if it were necessary
to create these out of the stones.—Matthew 3:9; Luke 3:8.

WORK OF THE GOSPEL AGE

As a matter of fact we know that since the time that the
“wheat" class was separated from the “chaff” of that nation,
and gathered into the gospel “garner”, the Lord has been
seeking others from among the Gentiles during the past
eighteen centuries, to complete the elect number of Israelites
indeed, the true seed of Abraham, whos mission it shall be,
as the divine representatives, to bless all the families of the
earth in “the world to come”, the age to follow the gospel
age—the Millennium.

All down the centuries has come the same message,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” notifying
us that whoever would he of this holy kingdom must reform
his life and come into heart harmony with the laws of this
kingdom. Otherwise he would not be in a condition to be
made a membper of the royal priesthood which is to offer the
great blessings which God has promised to the world.

While the four fisherman mentioned in today’s lesson were
already at heart disciples of our Lord Jesus and recognized
him as the Messiah, this was the first call to public ministry
as his colaborers. Their promptness in obeying the call is
worthy of notice as a mark of their earnestness and faith;
for our Master declared: “He that hath my commandments
and obeyeth them, he it is that loveth me; and he that
Ioveth me shall be loved of my Father”. (John 14:21)
There is a good lesson here on promptness of obedience for
all of the Lord’s people. It is also worthy of note that our
Lord called to the special, active service of preaching the
gospel men who were “not slothful in business”. They were
not ldlers, nor did they joln the Lord’s company with the
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expectation of Becoming idlers. Doubtless they had already
heard our Lord’s dissertation to the effect that no man need
come after him unless prepared to take up a cross in the
service. No doubt they already knew that our Lord was
poor and without social standing, among the influential of
that day. Nevertheless they gladly joined his company upon
his assurance that although their work would be no less
arduous, yet, under his direction, they should become
“fishers of men’.

FAITH DIFFICULT THEN, AS NOW

For a considerable time our Lord’s ministries were con-
fined to Galilee, except as occasionally he went up to Jeru-
salem on national holidays. His message is called gospel,
the good news: for like the rest of the groaning creation
the Israelites had long been waiting for the promised Golden
Age, when all the bitterness of the curse would be removed,
and when the blessings of the Lord would come down richly
and bountifully upon the earth. It was indeed good news
then, as it is now, “to every one that believeth”. But then,
ag now, it was difficult to believe. Then the Scribes, Phar-
isees and doctors of the law rejected Jesus, repudiated his
claims and jested about his followers, declaring that these
must be lunatics to think that any knowledge on this subjeet
of the kingdom of God could come through a carpenter and
some fishermen associates, and not through the great and
notable chief priests, Sadducees, Pharisees and doctors of
the law. Moreover, they ridiculed the idea that without
wealth and social influence, but by the mere preaching of the
gospel of repentence, an army could ever be raised which
could vanquish the Roman legions, deliver Israel and conquer
the world before her, so as to give her the chief position of
authority as the kingdom of God. Their hearts being in the
wrong condition, the religious rulers were less prepared to
grasp the truth then due than were the hearts of the humble,
falithful, unlearned fishermen,

Likewise today, the doctors of divinity and all the soclally
and religiously great of Christendom scout the idea of the
establishment of the kingdom by the power of God in the
hands of Christ and his little flock of the royal priesthood.
On the other hand they declare that they are the Lord’s
kingdom, and leave us to infer that notwithstanding all the
pride, the crime and the ungodliness abounding in Christen-
dom so-called, nevertheless God’s will is “done ‘on earth as
it is done in heaven”, With all their show of wealth, power,
learning, dignity and influence they say today, as did the
Scribes and Pharisees of old: Have any of the great ones of
church or state believed in this coming kingdom of God
which you preach, saying that the kingdom of heaven is at
hand and that the elect membership s being gathered? Now,
as in the past, the answer to this question must be: No;
not many great, not many wise, not many rich, not many
learned according to the course of this world have believed
In the coming kingdom and are looking for it, are waiting
for it; but chiefly the poor of this world, rich in faith, whom
God has ordained to he heirs of the kingdom.—1 Corinthians
1:26,27; James 2: 5,

PURPOSE OF OUR LORD’'S MIRACLES

The healing of sicknesses by our Lord and his followers
at the first advent was a foreshadowing of the blessings
which are to come more fully when the kingdom itself would
be established. The miracles also served to draw the atten-
tion of the people to the message proclaimed and to spread
abroad the fame of the Teacher and, incidentally, his
message respecting his kingdom to come and the repentance
necessary to share therein. The multitude was not merely
a local gathering, but one from yarlous quarters, some éomlng
great distances, as people naturally will do in hope of
relief from physical diseases. Alas, how much more anxious
people seem to be to get rid of diseases of the flesh than to
be rid of diseases of the soul—sins! Yet of the two the
latter is the much worse disease and the more difficult to
cure; and in our Leord’s preaching these were given first
place, as of greater importance, as expressed in the word
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“Repent’”, the physical healing being merely an incidental
matter, unworthy of mention in the general proclamation.
We urge upon the Lord’s people, as a matter of far greater
importance than any physical healing, the necessity of bring-
ing their friends and of coming themselves to the Great
PPhysician for healing of soul-sickness, for the opening of
their eyes of understanding that they may see clearly the
“goodness of God as it shines in the face of Jesus Christ our
Tord”; for the opening of their ears that they may hear
fully and clearly the great message of salvation and may
understand distinctly the terms and conditions of self-sacrifice
upon which depends their attainment to the kingdom glories
as members of the “little flock” to whom it is the Father's
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good pleasure to give the kingdom. Let those who are lame
through pride and seif-will, and unable to follow in the
narrow way, cast away their crutches; and, coming to the
Lord in full submission and contrition and humility, let them
learn to walk in his ways of meekness, gentleness, patlence,
long-suffering and brotherly kindness, that God may exalt
them in due time. These sicknesses, these infirmities, these
diseases, with which the new nature contends, and the evil
spirits of selfishness and pride, and the palsy of fear of man,
which bringeth a snare, are diseases far more terrible than
earthly sicknesses; and from these, we are sure, the Great
Physician i< both able and willing, yea anxious, to relieve us.

WHAT THE KING REQUIRES

— — OC10BER 24 — MaTTHEW 5:1-10,43-48 — —

GRACES OF (HARACTER ESSENTIAT, TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE KINGDOM CLASS — WHY THOSE POSSESSING THESE QUALITIES ARE PER-
SECUTED RATHER THAXN APPRECIATED NOW — BLESSEDNESS SUPERIOR TO HAPPINESS — GOD'S PERFECTION THY STANDARD.

“Ye thercfore shall be perfect, as your

HE heatitudes, or the blesseds, designate the particular

sraces necessary to our Lord's followers, if they would

receive the blessings which the I"ather designed that
they should enjoy through Christ. These constitute the
text, as it were, of tbhe Master's great “Sermon on the
Mount.” It is supposed to have been delivered from a site
known as the Mount of Beatitudes, sloping gradually, about
sixty feet in height and situated about seventy miles south-
west of Capernaum, where Jesus had taken up his residence.
Strange to say, it was on this very site on July 5th, 1187,
that the last remnant of the Crusaders was destroyed, uftev
their army had been defeated by S:aladin in the valley helow.
Those Crusaders claimed to wage their warfare in the
interest of the lLord’s cause; but had they remembered and
properly applied to themselves even remotely the lesson
which we are about to consider, spoken by our Lord on this
very mount, they would not have been defeated and exter-
minated, for they would not have been C(‘rusaders at all.
Alas, how many cry, Lord, Lord, and attempt in his name to
do many wonderful works who, neglecting his Word, are not
his people and fail to get the blessings now offered!

At this time our Lord’'s ministry was fully inaugurated.
He had collected his first diseciples, had performed some
miracles, and the multitude had begun to follow him, saying
truly, “Never man spake like this man”. With his disciples
nearest him and the multitudes surrounding, he began his
celebruted discourse, the text of which we have under con-
sideration.

(1) “Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” This first beatitude or blessed state
really in some respects comprehends all the others. Through
it the other graces and blessings are accessible. It is the
gatewny and the main road from which all the other avenues
of blessing branch off, Some one has said; “It is the hal-
way of the house of blessing, from which all the various
rooms or apartments are accessible.”

The word blessed signifies much more than happy. Happi-
ness proceeds usually from outward causes, while one might be
blest when in misery, in pain, not joyous but grievous. The
root of the word blessed here carries with it the thought of
great or honorable. Our Lord is desceribing the characters
which from his viewpoint and that of the Father are 1ruly
great, honoruble, characters which God is pleased to Dless
and ultimately to reward.

ADVANTAGE OF MODERATE MEANS

The Greek word here translated poor has the significance
of utter destitution, extreme poverty. Ilence the thought is
that a full appreciation of our own spiritual destitution is
essential before we shall be ready to receive the meusures of
divine grace provided for us by the IFather in Christ Jesus,

hearenly Father is perfeet.”—7Verse 48.

our Lord. And not only must this destitution be realized at
the beginning of our approach to God, but it is necessary
that the same dependence upon divine grace and realization
of our insufficiency continue with us all our journey
through, if we would be finally acceptable and be granted a
share in the kingdom which God has promised to them that
love him.

There is nothing in this text to signify earthly poverty
and destitution. Nevertheless we know from expericnce, as
well s from the Lovd’s Word, that not many rich or greut,
but ebiefly the poor of this world, rich in faith, shall be
heirs of the kingdom. Very evidently moderate poverty is
the most favorable condition for us in our present weak
and fallen condition.  Farthly prosperity and riches very
frequently tend to choke the new nature and to hinder it
from bringing forth the peaceable fruits of righteousness;
tend also rather to a spirit of self-sufliciency, pride, ete. As
our Lord Jesus expressed it: “the cares of this life and the
deceitflness of riches choke the Word; and it becometh
unfruitful”. Let us all then in seeking the character whiclh
will be approved of God, and accepled to the kingdom of
God's dear Son, seek more and more continually this humility
of mind which, so far from being boastful annd self-suflicient,
humbly accepts with gratitude every good and perfect gift
as coming down from the Father of lights,

(2) “Blessed are they that mourn; for they shall be com-
forted.” We apply this in connection with the first blessing;
for it is not every one who mourns that will be comforted,
but merely the poor in spirit. Their mourning will be from
the right viewpoint, and will bring a blessing of heavenly
comfort, a realization of sins forgiven, of iniquities covered
and of divine conciliation and favor, We sometimes sing:

“Why should the children of a King
Go mourning all their days?”

There is a proper thought in the poet’s expression; for we
need not continue to grieve over our “sins that are past
through the forbearance of God”, which are “covered” with
the merit of the precious blood. Nor should our lives be
destitute of the *jovs of the Lord” and of the “songs in the
night” which he gives, according as it is written: “IHe hath
put it new song mto my mouth, even the loving kindness of
our God.”  But hilarity and boisterous “gaiety” are certainly
inappropriate to the children of the Great King, Why?
Berause a1l sueh should realize that life is a stern reality,
not only to the Christian but to the whole world, “the
grouning crention”. A sympathy with the sorrows, difli-
culties and privations of the muasses, at home and in foreign
landx, no less than a realization of the grandeur of the high
calling of the church in this gospel age and of the exceeding
great and precious things which hinge upon our faithfulness
to him who hath called us out of darkness into his marvelous
light—all these should be saying to us continually, ip the
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language of the Apostle, Be vigilant! Be sober! Watch ye!
Quit yourselves like men!

Besides, all who are earnestly striving for the victory over
self, and the world and sin, are sure to make a sufficient
number of failures along the way to insure them considerable
experience in mourning for these deflections, if their hearts
are in the right attitude toward God. Gracious indeed is
the promise to such: “They shall be comforted”. Cur T.ord
does comfort such with the assurance that he notes their
tears as well as their efforts in opposition to sin, and that
he is thus preparing them through present experiences and
the development of character for the kingdom.

DEVELOPMENT UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS

(3) “Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the
earth.,” Nodthing can be more evident than the fact that
this promise also awaits the establishment of the kingdom
for its full fruition. Certainly the meek are not in this age
favored with the ownership or the control of any consider-
able proportion of the surface of the earth. Rather it is
the arrogant, the proud, the domineering, the selfish und
pushing who chiefly inherit the earth at the present {ime,
under the rule of “the prince of the power of the air, who
now worketh in the hearts of the children of disobedien~e”.
Very evidently this blessing also belongs to those who inherit
the first blessing, the poor in spirit who shall be heirs of the
kingdom. The kingdom class, Christ Jesus and his church,
his body, will inherit the earth, purchased, as well as man,
by the great sacrifice finished at Calvary. When this king-
dom class shall have inherited the earth, it will not be to
oppress mankind, but on the contrary to effect their eleva-
tion, their restitution and blessing. This is in harmony with
the heavenly Father’s promise: “I will give thee the heathen
for thine inheritance; and the uttermost parts of the earth
for a possession”.

But the time for this inheritance has not yet come. It
will be introduced as soon as the last member of the elect
church has been fitted and prepared for that inheritance by
the development of the graces of character here portrayed
by our Lord. Yes, blessed are the meek. All who shall be
accounted worthy of a share in the kingdom and in its
inheritance must be meek, teachable, humble; for “Jehovah
resisteth the proud but showeth his favor to the humble”.
—James 4: 6.

{4) “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness; for they shall be filled.” To whom is this
blessed promise applicable? Surely to none other than “the
elect”, the church, referred to in the preceding as ‘“the poor
in spirit™ “the meek”. These, and at the present time these
alone, are hungering and thirsting after righteousness and
truth, in respect to the divine revelation on every subject
and every affair of life. Others may have a little hunger
for truth; but they are soon satisfied, especially when they
find the truth unpopular and note that, however sweet to
the taste, it afterwards brings bitter gripings of persecution
and ostracism under present unfavorable world conditions.

To a considerable number of people truth and righteous-
ness are the best policy, to a limited degree—as far as public
opinion sustains them. But righteousness, honesty and love
of the truth at the cost of persccution, at the cost of having
men ‘separate you from their company”, is hungered and
thirsted after only by the “little flock”, the overcomers.
“They shall be filled.” They shall be filled to the very full
bye and bye, very shortly, in the “change” of the first resur-
rection, when this mortal condition shall have been exchanged
for immortality, when this animal body shall have given
place to a perfect spirit body. Then partial knowledge and
partial attainment of righteousness shall be superseded by
a full, complete knowledge ; then “we shall know even as we
are known”. But even now this class enjoys much larger
measures of knowledge of the truth and experiences in the
blessings of righteousness than can any other class.

(3) “Blessed are the merciful ; for they shall obtain mercy.”
Human mercy, sympathy, pity, compassion, are but reflec-
tions of the divine character. These qualities may be found
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in the natural man ; but not infrequently when so found they
are traceable to some extent to pride, selfishness, ostenta-
tion, show. The mercy, pity and sympathy which would
exercise themselves irrespective of human knowledge and
approval, and irrespective of divine reward, are not fre-
quently met with except in the “poor in spirit”, the heirs
of the kingdom. All who are of this class must be merciful,
pitiful, loving. Their own relationship with the Lord and
all their hopes respecting the kingdom to come depend upon
their being merciful; for only the merciful shall obtain
mercy. And those who pray, “Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth”, are instructed to pray at the same time
for the forgiveness of their trespasses only as they also
forgive the trespasses of others, their fellow creatures

(6) “Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see
God.” We are to distinguish sharply between purity of
heart, will, intention, and absolute purity of every word and
act of life; for the former is possible, while the latter is not,
s0 long as we have our present mortal bodies and are sur-
rounded by present unfavorable conditions. The standard
set before us in this very sermon, however, is a standard not
only for the heart but for all the conduct of life: “Be ye
perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect”. By this
standard we are to measure ourselves, and that continually,
and not one with another; and to this standard we are to
seek to bring the conduct of our lives and the meditation
of our hearts. But as yet only our wills (hearts) have been
transformed, renewed and purified. Our present imperfect
arthen vessels in which we have this treasure will not be
“changed” or renewed until the resurrection. Then, and not
until then, shall we be perfect in the divine likeness. But
now nothing short of purity of heart, will, intention, can be
acceptable to God and can bring the blessing here promised.

In whom do we find the new hearts, renewed hearts,
cleansed hearts, pure hearts? Surely, in none except those
who are called, chosen and faithful—the poor in spirit class,
the meek, the “little flock”, heirs of the kingdom.

THE BLESSED PEACEMAKERS

(7) “Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be
called the children of God.” No one will be accounted
worthy to be called a child of God who shall not have devel-
oped a peace-loving disposition. The anger, malice, hatred,
envy, strife and generally quarrelsome disposition, which to
some extent is inherited through the fall by every member
of the race, must be recognized as belonging to ‘‘the works
of the flesh” and of the devil, and must be resisted in heart
fully, and in the outward conduct as fully as possible.
Peaceableness must supplant quarrelsomeness in all those
who would hope to share the kingdom and be recognized as
children of God. “So far as lieth in you live peaceably with
all men.” This of course does not mean peace at any price;
otherwise our Lord, the apostles and the faithful body of
Christ throughout this age might not have suffered, or at
least might have endured very much less suffering for
righteousness’ sake. Hence the significance of our Lord’s
statement: “In the world ye shall have tribulation, but in
me ye shall have peace”.

But surely, as we should be at peace with the Lord, so we
should desire and strive and expect to be at peace with all
who love the Lord, who have his spirit, and who are seeking
to walk in the same way toward the heavenly kingdom.
“Live in peace [among yourselves]” (2 Corinthians 3:11)
is the injunction of the Apostle to the church. There is a
great lesson in these words for all who are seeking to be
heirs of the kingdom and to inherit these blessings which our
Lord enumerates. With perverse natural dispositions it
may require considerable time and practice to know and
choose and love the path which leads to peace among God’s
people. This path is love—love which thinketh no evil,
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, seeketh not her own,
but beareth all things, endureth all things, hopeth all
things. To be a peace-maker one must first be a peace
lover himself; for to attempt to make peace without first
having the spirit of love ourselves is to blunder, and all such
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attempts will surely end in failure, Those who, wherever
they go, make for peace, righteousness, love and mercy in
meekness, thereby prove themselves to be children of God.

WHY CHRISTIANS ARE PERSECUTED

(8) “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteous-
ness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven  'This
blessing also applies only to “(he taithful in Christ Josus'.
The elements of character which constitute righteoustess,
and which imply harmony with God and heirship to the
kingdom he has promised, have already been stated in the
seven propositions preceding. Now our Lord calls aftention
to the fact that with all these grices and elements of right-
eousness, far nbove the standard of the world., this class
would nevertheless be persecuted and suffer because of
these very clements of which he approves. This is hecause
the world in general throughout this age will be xo blinded
to the truth, and =o in harmony with sin, that righteousness
will be hated in proportion ax sin is loved.  Dut in order to
dbe heirs of the kingdom we must not only love righteousness,
meekness, purity of heart, humility of spirit, etc, but be
ready and willing to endure persecution in support of these
heavenly principles.

The great Apostle Paul declared: “All that will [in {his
present time] live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse-
cution”. (2 Timothy 3:12) Ience the implication is that
we must have all of the foregoing seven characteristics so
deeply embedded in our characters that we will unflinchingly
endure the persecutions which they will bring. Such char-
acters the Lord elsewhere terms overcomers, saying, ‘“To
him that overcometh will T grant to sit with me in my
throne”. So, then, to have a share in the kingdom implies
a share in the persecutions which the Kkingdom class will
endure faithfully. The same thought is amplified in the two
succeeding verses, which inform us that we should not only
be ready to endure persecution, but, rightly informed, should
realize that the more we endure along proper lines, the
greater cause shall we have for rejoicing in heart, however
sorrowful our outward conditions and circumstances may be
at times.

Nor does our Tord leave us to suppose that the only perse-
cutions to be endured are those of @ physical nature. e
specifies that some of these persecutions, the endurance of
which will he aceeptable to him as proofs of our love for him,
for his kinzdom and its rules of righteousness, are revilings,
false witnesses, and “all manner of evil” statements, hecause
we are his, are loyal to his word and hix cause. Tet us
remember also that as the persecutions, misstatements,
slanders, revilings, misrepresentations, against the early
church came not so much from the world as from those who
professed to be GGod's people, Israel aceording to the flesh, so
now we must expect that persecutions will come from profes-
sing Christians, who are not in heart harmony with the Lord
and his Word, and with the rules of righteousness which the
Master laid down,

LOVE FOR OUR NEIGHBOR

Love for the neighbor was a feature of the law; and in
enjoining this the traditions of the elders were quite right.
But they added to the law a statement that an enemy should
be hated, whereas the law said nothing of the kind, but on
the contrary enjoined that if an enemy’s ox or ass or prop-
erty of any Kkind was seen going astray or about to be
injured, these should be protected, assisted and held for the
owner, even though he were an enemy, and even though at
a considerable cost of time and trouble. Our Lord thus
pointed out the real meaning of the law, making it the more
honorable, saying, “I say unto you, Love your enemies, and
pray for them that persecute you; that ye may be sons of
your Father which is in heaven™.

If we are sons of God, we must have his spirit, hix dispo-
sition. To whatever extent we Lick this disposition to love
our enemies as well as our neighbors and to desire to do
good to them we lack evidence of relationship to our Father
in heaven and to our elder brother, our Redeemer and
Teacher. Here again the lesson of benevolence comes in.
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We must be large-hearted, generous. How can we cultivate
this necessary quality, especially if our natural dispositions
are mean and seltish, very much fallen from the divine like-
ness in this respect? We reply that the entire course of
instruction in the school of Christ is in this direction. To
make us compassionate and sympathetic with others we are
shown our own littleness and weakness in the Lord’s sight.
To teneh us how to he cenerous and forgiving to others, we
have the illustration of God’s merey and grace and forgive-
ness toward us. To impress the matter upon us we are
assured that our forgiveness and standing with the Lord can
be maintained only by our cultivating this spirit and by
manifesting it toward our debtors and our enemies,

We are to be generous with those who transgress against
our richts and our interests—our enemies. This does not
mean that the Lord recognizes or treats his enemics with the
same decree of hlesxing which he granis to his friends and
his children: nor does it mean that we are to love our
cnemiecs in exactly the =ame sense that we love our hosom
friends and companions, The Lord gives speecial hlessings to
those who are especially his: and we also may properly give
more of our love and favor to those who are in accord with
us, The lesson here again is large-heartedness and generosity.

Our Lord points out that in merely reciprocating the love
of others we would come far short of the standard he sets
us, and of the lesson we must learn if we would be his
joint-heirs and companions in the glory, honor and immor-
tality of the kingdom. Tven publicans and sinners love
those who love them. Ile must be a very mean man who
will return evil for good and who will hate those who love
him. Yet although such a standard were recognized in the
world—that of loving those who love us—it would not be
sufficient for the Lord's followers. They inust rise to a
higher plane if they would be his disciples.

OUR STANDARD OF PERFECTION

Our Golden Text caps the elimax of all instruction, telling
us that the copy which we are to consider and follow is that
of our heavenly Wather. Tt would be impossible for the
Great Teacher to set us any other pattern or example or
stamiard than the perfect one.  Yet he knew that not one
of hisx disciples would ever be able to come up to thix stan-
dard while in the present life and under present conditions
of sin and death working in our mortal bodies. What then
did he mean? We answer that he there set before us the
perfeet copy, with instruction that in proportion as we love
him and desire to have hix approval, we xhould endeavor to
pattern ofter the heavenly I'ather’s character.

The fact that this endeavor would not bring perfect
resulrs could only redound in blessings upon us, by bringing
ns to a realization of our own imperfections and of our need
of the covering of our dear Redeemer’s robe of righteousness,
until the time shall come when in the first resurrection
change we shall be made like him, see him as he is, share his
glory, and be able to refleet perfectly, as he does, the
heavenly Father's perfection. Meantime all our shortcomings
that are unintentional are graciously covered from the
Ifather’s sight with the merit of our Redeemer, who stands
as our pledge or guaranty that our endeavors to follow the
copy are sincere, are from the heart,

Asx the earthly teacher reproves and corrects the pupil, so
with much long-suffering and patience the Lord reproves and
corrects the pupils in the school of Christ. Will this fact
not explain many chastisements which are necessary for
every son whom the Father would ultimately receive to home
and glory, every one of whom must be conformed to the
image of his Son, who is the express image of the Father’s
person? Let us, then, begin afresh, on a new page as 1t
were, to copy the character likeness of our perfect Father
in heaven. Let us no longer look at ourselves :i..l our past
attainments: but, as the Apostle says, forgetting the things
which are behind and pressing on toward the things which
are before, let us labor with patience to learn the all-impor-
tant lessons connected with our discipleship and the gracious
hopes set before us in the promises of our Father's Word.
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