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THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION
THIS journal is one of the prime factors or instrum ents in the  system of Bible instruction, o r “Seminary Extension”, now being 

presented in all parts of the civilized world by the W a t c h  T o w e r  B ib l e  & T ract  So c ie t y ,  chartered A. D. 1884, “For the Pro­
motion of Christian Knowledge”. I t  not only serves as a  class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the  divine Word but 
also as a  channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s conventions and of the 
coming of its  traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published Studies most entertainingly arranged, and very 
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., V erb i D ei M in is te r  (V. D. M.), which translated 
into English is M in is te r  o f  G od's ~Word. Our treatm ent of the International Sunday School Lessons is (specially for the older Bible 
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only tru e  foundation of the Christian’s hope now beiog so generally repudiated 
—redemption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a  ransom  [a  corresponding price, a  substitute] for 
all”. (X Peter 1 :1 0 :  1 Timothy 2 : 6) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious atones (1 Corinthians 3 :  11- 
15; 2 Peter 1 :5-11) of the Word of God, its  further mission is to “ make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery w hich. . .has 
been hid in God, . . .  to the intent th a t now m ight be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God”— “which in other ages 
was uot made known unto the sons of men as i t  is now revealed”.—Ephesians 3 ; 5-9,10.

I t  stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest 
subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures. I t  is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the lA>r«f 
hath spoken—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances. I ts  a ttitude  is not dogmatic, but confident; 
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as a  tru st, to be used only in his 
service; hence our decisions relative to w hat may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his 
good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite but urge our 
readers to prove all its  utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to facilitate  such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
T hat the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship” : th a t its construction lias been in progress throughout 

the gospel age ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when 
finished, God’s blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3 :  16, 1 7 ; Ephesians 2 :20 -22 ; 
Genesis 2 8 :1 4 ;  Galatians 3 : 29.

T hat meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers In Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these “living stones”, “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together 
in the first resurrection : and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God ami men throughout 
the Millennium.—Revelation 15 : 5-8.

T hat the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the  fact th a t “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for e r e r y  
man,” “a ransom for all,” and will be “ the true light which lighteth e ve r y  m a n  th a t  co m eth  into th e  w orld '* , “in due taw*”..-— 
Hebrews 2 : 9 ;  John 1 ; 9 ; 1 Timothy 2 :5 ,  C.

T hat the hope of the church is th a t she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,” !>e “partakers o f th e  divine nature*,’ and share his 
glory as his joint-heir.— 1 John 3 :2 ;  John 1 7 :2 4 ; Romans 8 :1 7 ;  2 Peter 1 :4 .

T hat the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the  saints for the fu ture work of service; to develop in herself every 
grace; to he God’s witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.— Ephesians 4 :1 2 ;  Matthew 24 : 
14 ; Revelation 1 : 6 ;  20 : 6.

T hat the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to a it  by ChrisCs Millennial kingdom, the 
restitution of all th a t was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, a t the  hands of th e ir Redeemer ami his glorified church, 
when all the wilfully wicked will be d e stro y ed .—Acts 3 :1 9 -2 3 ; Isaiah 35.
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SUM M ER CON VEN TION S

Our June 15th issue contained fuller announcements of Ju ly  and 
August Bible S tudent Conventions to be held under the auspices of 
the In ternational Bible Students A ssociation; but for convenience 
we herewith mention some of the principal items of information 
again.

Los A n g e l e s , Ca l if ., July 3-5: Communications regarding local 
particulars—program, lodging rates, etc.—should be addressed to 
F. P. Sherman, 1051 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif.

T acoma , W a s h ., July 8-11: This location will adm inhly  serve 
friends In both the Ajnerican and Canadian Pacific Northwests. 
Special railway ra tes are procurable on *he fare-and-a-third 
certificate plan, for particulars of which see June 15rh issue of 
T h e  W a t c h  T o w e b , page 188. Address communications to C. F. 
W. Lundberg, 307 Provident Building, Tacoma, Wash.

M in n e a p o l is , M in n ., July  16-18: For local Information apply 
to Otto Kjoerlein, 215 W. 35th St., Minneapolis, Minn. Special 
railway rates obtainable.

Co l u m b u s , O h io ,  July 27-August 1 :  Sessions will be held in 
Memorial Auditorium. Other information obtainable from F. D. 
White, 147 W inner Ave., Columbus, Ohio. Special railway rates.

T oronto , O n t ., Ju ly  29-August 1 : Fuller particulars fro m  W atch 
Tower Bible and T rac t Society, 270 Dundas St., W., Toronto, Ont.

Efforts are being made to arrange for an A tlantic States or 
Northeastern convention.

“The Finished Mystery”
Revelation and Ezekiel Commentary

Exposes the duplicity  of the clergy; explains the cause 
of the d is tress of n a tio n s ; and foretells the blessing of 
the people in the n ear fu ture .

F o r the publication and  circulation  of th is book during 
the  w ar m any C hris tians suffered g rea t persecution—being 
beaten, ta rred  and feathered , im prisoned, and killed.— 
M ark 1 3 :9 .

E very C hristian  a n d  order-looing person shou ld  read it

Revised, illustrated edition, cloth bound, $1.00 postpaid.
(P a p er  cover , m a g a zin e  ed itio n  tOc)
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GOSPEL OF THE K I N G D O M
‘ 'And this go.sprl o f  tin' k i ngdom shal l  he p re ae he d  in all the  i i ml d  lor  n n i tness unto all n a t i o n s ;  and then

shall  the  evil  e o m r . " — M a t t h e w  l ; :  l ’/

THE Gentile tinn^ ended in 19Id, anil many ex­
pected that the eluii'ch would be glorified bv that 
time. We can now see that 1914 is a date clearh 

marked in the Scriptures, although it did not mark the 
complete glorification of all the members of the body 
of Christ. The harvest period of forty years closed in 
1918; but since then a gleaning work has been in prog­
ress, and there is yet more work for the church to do. 
Since these important dates have passed many have 
asked. Why are members of the body of Christ yet this 
side the vail ? The answer seems to be, That they might 
give a testimony to the world that the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand, and that they might have the necessary expe­
riences to perfect them, making them meet for use in 
that kingdom. The body members on this side are the 
ambassadors of Christ; and if they are to deliver a 
message to the world, and should fail or refuse to deliver 
it, the very stones would cry out in their stead. It seems 
evident from an examination of the Scriptures that a 
great privilege is granted unto the church in delivering 
a message concerning the kingdom.

Five days before the crucifixion of the Master, while 
he sat on the side of the mount of Olives, his disciples 
approached him privately and inquired: “Tell us. . . . 
what shall be the sign [proof ] of thy coming [presence ], 
and of the end of the world?’’ (Matthew 24: 3) Jesus 
answered the questions and his answer shows that it was 
not given so much for the benefit of those who inquired 
and who heard his answer then, a-, more particularly, 
for those this side the vail at the time of the fulfillment 
of Ins prophetic words, ft is reasonable to conclude that 
Ft. Matthew did not record at that time all the conver­
sation which took place, but that he did record the salient 
points, the most important, parts. It is not at all unrea­
sonable for us to draw the conclusion that Jesus said 
much more to them and probably asked, Why do you in­
quire of me concerning these things? I t is reasonable 
to suppose that the spokesman of the disciples replied in 
substance: Master. \ou have told ii> that you will estab­
lish your kingdom at some future time, at your second 
■coming ; you have told us that our kingdom is not of this 
world and you have taught us to pray for the coming of 
your kingdom, that the will of God might be done on 
earth as it is done m heat on. We recall the promise 
•made to our father Abraham that all the families of the 
•earth should be blessed through his seed and we under­
stand that blessing will come when your kingdom is 
•established; yea, the very essence of your teaching has 
been and is concerning your coining kingdom, and we are

looking forward to it with joyful expectancy! We would 
understand that it would be good news to all who are in 
the right condition of heart and who arc’ anxious for the 
establishment of your kingdom.

ANSW ER NOT THEN UNDERSTOOD

The disciples were then consecrated, but they were not 
justified nor begotten by the holy spirit; and their 
minds, therefore, were not illuminated. Hence they 
could not clearly understand the full meaning of .Jesus’ 
words given in answer to their question. As St. Paul puts 
it: “Now, an animal man does not receive the things of 
the spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and 
he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually 
examined”. (1 Corinthians 2: 14. Diaglott) They wrere 
animal men, not spiritual. That they did not under­
stand is evidenced by the fact that after the death and 
resurrection of the Lord, when two of the disciples 
walked with him to Emmaus, they said to him: “We 
trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed 
Israel”. (Luke 24:21) Forty days later, when the 
same disciples were standing on the side of the Mount 
of Olives with the Master, just before his ascension into 
heaven, they asked him : “Wilt thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1 :6 ) Under his 
direction they waited at Jerusalem, and at Pentecost 
they were begotten and anointed of the holy spirit and 
their minds w'ere illuminated and then they began to 
understand God’s great arrangement.

Thereafter they did not expect to see a fulfillment of 
the prophetic answer of the Lord Jesus in their day. We 
know from the words of St. Paul that he did not expect 
the Lord’s return for some time. He expressed it as his 
greatest desire that the Lord might return and that he 
might be with him, but this he expected at a future time. 
From these observations we must conclude that the saints 
this side the vail at the time of the appearance and dur­
ing the second presence of the Lord must be the ones to 
whom his answer was really addressed and the ones able 
to understand it. We must keep in mind also that the 
words of the Master set forth in his answer are prophetic 
words, dealing with things future; and prophecy can be 
understood only after being fulfilled or while in course 
of fulfillment. According to that rule, then, we could 
not clearly understand the prophetic words of Jesus 
until the time for fulfillment.

HIS ANSW ER EXAMINED

Our appreciation of the Master’s answer and the pres­
ent duty and obligation of the church will more clearly

195
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appear to us if we get the proper setting. When Zede- 
kiah, the last king of Israel, had reached the fulness of 
his iniquitous reign, Jehovah said concerning him: 
“Remove the diadem, and take off the crown: this shall 
not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him 
that is high. I  will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: 
and it shall be no more, until he come whose right it is ; 
and I  will give it [to] him.” (Ezekiel 21:26, 27) I t 
is well known that at this time the first universal Gen­
tile empire was established, with Nebuchadnezzar as the 
ruler; and the Gentile times beginning there covered a 
period of seven symbolic times, or 2,520 years. The 
date of the beginning being 606 B. C., it would follow 
that the Gentile times would end in 1914; i. e., the legal 
lease of power would at that time expire and then the 
time would be due for him “whose right it is” to receive 
and exercise kingly authority.

In the Revelation which Jesus gave to St. John we 
read: “We give thee thanks, 0  Lord God Almighty, 
which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast 
taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. And 
the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come.” (Rev­
elation 11:17,18) The happening of the event here 
recorded in Revelation would mark definitely the end of 
the Gentile dominion. We find that the events which 
actually transpired agree exactly with the calculation as 
set forth in Biblical chronology, and prove definitely 
that the Gentile times legally and chronologically ended 
in the fall of the year 1914, at which time the nations 
did become angry and God’s wrath began to be visited 
upon them. Jesus answered that nation would rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; and this 
we find had the beginning of its fulfillment in the year 
1914 in the great world war. Then would come, he said, 
“famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes [revolu­
tions], in divers places”. (Matthew 24:7) That a 
famine has been in the earth since the war and that it 
is gradually increasing is admitted by all. That the 
pestilential prophecy has been fulfilled and is yet in 
course of fulfillment all agree. That revolutions have 
overthrown Russia and Germany, and are threatening in 
other parts of the world is likewise a fact. Jesus said: 
“All these are the beginning of sorrows”. One trans­
lator puts it: “These miseries are but the early pains 
of childbirth”. We would understand, therefore, that 
the world war and the other things incidental thereto 
marked the end of the Gentile times, the beginning of 
the passing away of the old order and the birth pangs 
incident to the incoming of the new.

I t  is interesting to mark the fulfillment of the pro­
phetic utterances of the Master as recorded in verses 9 
to 12. Satan, the god of the present evil order of things 
which is breaking in pieces, seeing his empire crumbling, 
directs his forces against the seed of promise. Evidence 
which has come to light since the world war ended shows 
that the persecution of Christians began in Germany, 
Austria-Hungary, Great Britain, Canada and the United 
States practically at the same time. In  Austria- 
Hungary, then the stronghold of the Papal system, a 
number of Bible students were shot to death because of 
their faithfulness to the Lord. Others were imprisoned 
and kept in prison as much as three years. In Germany,

Bible students, followers of the Master, who held con­
scientious scruples against taking human life, were 
hated and persecuted, some of them put in the front 
ranks of the army, and fell at the first charge. In Great 
Britain a number of Bible students were imprisoned. 
In  Canada they were fined, imprisoned without the ad­
vantage of a trial and defense, and in many ways ill- 
treated. In the United States many were mobbed, tarred 
and feathered, kicked, abused, and thrown in jail without 
a charge being placed against them. Others were im­
prisoned and some beaten until they died from their 
injuries. The answer of Jesus in the light of these facts 
shows that the prophetic utterances of the Master in 
verse 9 has been fulfilled.

According to Dr. Weymouth’s rendering, that verse 
reads: “And at that time they will deliver you up to 
punishment and will put you to death, and you will be 
objects of hatred to all the nations because you are called 
by my name”. We should have in mind that the nations 
referred to mean Christendom, so-called.

I t  will be recalled that the fiery trials within the 
church have come since the great world war began. 
“And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one 
another, and shall hate one another.” (Verse 1 0 ) I t  
hardly needs discussion to remind the Lord’s people that 
these words had a literal fulfillment in recent years, 
many having taken offense without just cause or excuse, 
and often indulging in expressions of hatred and ill will. 
To “betray one another” is not limited to the delivering 
of one by another to some tribunal, but it does mean 
any act of disloyalty, faithlessness, or dishonesty toward 
another; one who betrays a confidence or trust. There­
fore any one who would willfully or deliberately seek 
to undermine or do injury to his brother by willful mis­
representation of his brother to his injury, or to the in­
jury of his good name and reputation amongst his breth­
ren, would be a traitor or a betrayer; and, of course, any 
one who would misrepresent his brother to an enemy or 
any one else would likewise come within the meaning of 
the Master's words as used in this text—all of which 
has had a fulfillment within the time mentioned.

During this period of time since 1914, true to the 
prophetic utterances of the Master, false prophets or 
teachers have arisen amongst the Lord’s people and have 
deceived many; and because of the iniquities (injustices) 
which have been indulged in, the love of many has 
waxed cold. All these things of necessity must trans­
pire, because the Lord foretold they would.

WHY THESE FIERY TRIALS?

Many of the Lord’s dear children have asked, Why 
have so many fiery trials come upon the church ? Even 
these fiery trials have stumbled some. I t  is apparent 
from the Scriptures and from the facts that there are 
two potent reasons why the church has been subjected 
to fiery trials during the past few years: (1) In ful­
fillment of the prophetic utterances of the Master and 
that such experiences might so burn away the dross that 
the approved ones would be made manifest; and (2 ) 
that the saints withstanding the fiery trials might be 
prepared to give a testimony to Christendom in due 
time. The fiery trials and experiences are not merely
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for making manifest those who arc disapproved, but 
more particularly to manifest those who are approved. 
St. Paul indicates this when he says: “Yet once more 
I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And this 
word. Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those 
things that are shaken, as of the things that are made, 
that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.”  
(Hebrews 12: 2(i. 27) “For there must of necessity be 
differences of opinion among you, in order that it may be 
plainly seen who are the men of sterling worth among 
you.’’ ( 1  Corinthians 11:19, Weymouth) That these 
severe experiences would come to the church at this time 
is evident from the Master’s words when he said: “ But 
he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved”.

CORROBORATIVE PROOF
Heretofore T h e  W a tc h  T ower has set forth the ex­

periences of Elijah and Elisha as foreshadowing the ex­
periences and work of the church. One of the main 
lessons evidently intended to be taught by the experi­
ences of those two Godly men was that the church at one 
period of its experiences would need a greater degree of 
the Lord’s spirit than at another time, which would 
mean the absence of fear and the possession of perfect 
love, faith and confidence in the Lord. Briefly we re­
view some of these experiences here to emphasize {his 
point.

Elijah appeared before Ahab and told him that there 
would be no rain for three years. Then he disappeared. 
At the end of that period, under the Lord's direction. 
Elijah returned. At that time Obadiah. a sen ant of 
Allah, together with the king and others, was searching 
for Elijah. Obadiah seemed to be a man who desired 
to serve God. and yet \\a- under the predominating influ­
ence of Ahab ; therefore is a picture of the great com­
pany class. When Elijah met him and asked him to 
inform the king of his return. Obadiah declined for fear 
that Elijah would not appear and that the king would 
become angry with him (Obadiah) and put him to death. 
But being assured that he would appear. Obadiah obeyed. 
A meeting was arranged between the king and the 
prophet. The king accused the prophet of being the 
cause of the great scarcity of rain, in answer to which 
the prophet declared to the king that he was the one 
responsible because he had forgotten God, led the people 
into idolatry, associated with him an unrighteous woman 
as his queen, and installed the prophets of Baal instead 
of the prophets of God. Elijah then proposed a test as 
to who is God; and this test definitely proved to all 
present that Jehovah is God. When the prophets of 
Baal failed to meet the test, then, under Elijah’s direc­
tion, they were put to death. Elijah was bold and fear­
less then.

But shortly thereafter, Jezebel (modern ecclesiasti- 
cism), learning of what had taken place concerning the 
prophets of Baal, informed Elijah that she would kill 
him within twenty-four hours, and then he fled. Elijah 
was brave and fearless in the presence of the king and 
hundreds of prophets of Baal; but when a woman got 
after him he was frightened and hid awav. Without 
going into the detail of all the fulfillment of this proph­
ecy, we confine ourselves here to a few parts of it.

In the close of the year 1U17 and the beginning of 
1918 there was a wide distribution of “The Finished 
Mystery” and the “Fall of Babylon” tract. At the 
annual meeting of the Society in 1918, in view of the 
treatment received by a number of Bible students from 
those in authority and the denial of the right of many 
brethren to military exemption, it was deemed proper 
to pass a resolution and present the same to the “powers 
that be” ; consequently a resolution (See Z ’18 - 25) was 
passed and a committee appointed to present the same 
to the President of the United States and the Secretary 
of War and the Provost-Marshal General. This resolu­
tion among other things said:

“ We liulil that the teachings of Jesus and the Apostles 
tni'liid all Ins I rue followers lo engage in mortal combat or 
war: that early in I lie Christian era this teaching was de­
parted from b> those claiming to he his followers and that 
for many centuries past the clergy of both Catholic and 
Protestant church systems ha\e departed from the teachings 
of Jesus and the Apostles, substituting therefor mun-iniule 
doctrines, and lane taught the divine right of kings to rule 
and that the kingdoms of this world constitute the kingdom 
of the I.ord, and have mixed the religion of Jesus Christ 
with the politics of the world, which lias resulted in con­
fusion amongst Christ tan peoples, and which the Lord de­
nounces as Babylon and as an abomination in his sight ; 
that the Lord through many of his holy prophets foretold 
that such an alliance would result between civil and ecclesi­
astical powers on earth which would bring upon both the 
indignation of Cod. causing wats. revolutions and anarohj, 
which would be own-rilled by him for the purging of the 
nations of the earth to the end that lit- might establish 
among the people a pure and righteous government.”

This marked the beginning of ihe fiery experiences of 
the Lord's people in this land. Elijah and Eli.-ha wore 
1 hint walking together. By this wo mean that the 
prophet Elijah and the prophet Elisha both represented 
Ihe same class of people but at dilfemit periods in the 
church's history, and pictured dilferent works to bo 
done by the same people. Then during the great whirl­
wind (the world war) fiery experiences arose in the 
chariot, the vehicle, the Society, and a separation of the 
work to be done by the Elijah and the Elisha classes was 
clearly marked, the Elijah part af it passing awav. When 
we have in mind that Elijah and Elisha were both used 
as types, then we must understand that their experiences 
were foreordained of God and the experiences in the anti­
type are likewise ordained of the Lord.

As Elijah and Elisha walked together after the first 
smiting of the Jordan, Elijah said to Elisha: “Ask what 
I shall do for thee, before 1  he taken away from thee. 
And Elisha said, T pray thee, let a double portion of thy 
spirit he upon me.” (2 Kings 2 :9 ) The word double 
here means not a duplication, hut twice as much. The 
parable of the wise and foolish virgins shows that the 
wise virgins (little flock) refused to give oil to the fool­
ish virgins (great company), but directed them to go and 
purchase in the market of experience. Unlike, however, 
was the experience of Elijah and Elisha. Elijah replied 
to Elisha: “Thou hast asked a hard thing: neverthe­
less, it’ thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall 
be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.” By this 
we would understand that those discerning the experi­
ences marking the end of the work pictured by Elijah 
and marking the beginning and progress of the work pic­
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tured by the prophet Elisha would be greatly strengthened 
in faith, therefore in love, and therefore would be devoid 
of the spirit of fear and enabled to perform confidently 
and fearlessly the remaining work of the church granted 
unto them by the Lord to be done. “Herein is our love 
made perfect, that we may have boldness [fearless frank­
ness in the proclamation of the truth] in the day of 
judgment [which judgment is now upon the nations, as 
well as upon the church]: because as he is, so are we in 
this world [i. e., we are viewed from the standpoint of 
new creatures and not human beings]. There is no fear 
in love; but perfect love casteth out fear.”—1 John 4: 
17,18.

The experiences of Elijah and Elisha when compared 
show that Elisha did have a double portion of the spirit. 
Elijah clearly pictured the experiences of the class that 
would become fearful and draw back for a time from the 
full performance of duty; while Elisha pictured a class 
who, with full confidence in the Lord, understand that 
their strength comes from the Lord and not from self, 
and who boldly and fearlessly go forth in the perform­
ance of duty. In other words, the same people at dif­
ferent times, moved by a different degree of the spirit 
of love and confidence are pictured by these two prophets.

When Elijah was threatened by Jezebel he fled and 
asked God that he might die, because he thought his 
work was completed. When Elisha was encompassed by 
a whole army at Dothan, who had come with the avowed 
purpose of taking him prisoner and putting him to 
death, he was calm and fearless. In  the year 1918, when 
the persecution of the church began, there was a sud­
den cessation of the work. A spirit of fear laid hold 
on the church generally and many believed that the work 
was fully completed and asked that they might die. It 
was evident, however, that the Lord permitted these 
fiery experiences in order to prepare them for something 
to follow, and more particularly to prepare them for 
his kingdom. In view of the past trying experiences and 
the still disturbed condition of earth it must be clearly 
seen by all that it now requires a greater portion of the 
spirit to go forth with the message of truth and proclaim 
it than it did when everything was serene. And if we 
discern that God marked out these things in types for 
our benefit, if we discern the point or line of demarca­
tion between the two works, then such of necessity must 
have a tendency to increase our confidence, our faith 
in and our love for the Lord and Master and our heav­
enly Father; and knowing that if God be for us there can 
be none against us, wc can with fearlessness go forward 
in his service.

THE MANTLE

Elijah and Elisha journeyed together from Gilgal to 
Bethel, to Jericho, and to the Jordan. Reaching the 
Jordan, Elijah took his mantle and wrapped it together 
and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and 
thither, so that they went over on dry ground. Un­
doubtedly Elijah possessed his mantle during his entire 
journey. His mantle therefore would very fitly, it seems, 
represent the truth or message to be delivered by the 
Elijah class. When he reached the Jordan, the account 
reads: “Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it to­

gether, and smote the waters.” Wrapping together 
means to fold up and would therefore suggest a concen­
tration of the message of truth on some specific thing. 
When “The Finished Mystery” was issued in 1917, 
together with extracts from it published in Th e  B ible 
Students Monthly that year and the beginning of 
1918, the message was concentrated particularly against 
Babylon, viz., the church systems as distinguished from 
the true church; and the true church was magnified in 
the explanation of it. There has probably been no one 
message delivered that has caused such a widespread 
discussion amouf the people as that which was deliv­
ered against Babylon. Necessarily, therefore, it caused 
some division among the people.

Shortly after they had crossed the Jordan, a fiery 
chariot separated Elijah and Elisha, and Elijah’s man­
tle fell from him. In the spring of 1918 the war, pic­
tured by the whirlwind,' was its height. The fiery 
experiences of the church which came then as a result 
of an assault upon the Society and its work marked the 
separation of the Elijah and Elisha work, Elijah being 
taken away and Elisha left; i. e., the Elijah part of the 
work ceased here, to be followed by the Elisha work, 
which work must be done by the truly consecrated, the 
saintly class. “He [Elisha] took up also the mantle of 
Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by 
the bank of Jordan.” His standing there would indicate 
a period of waiting; and following the spring of 1918 
there was a period of waiting in which the church this 
side the vail was practically inactive so far as a public 
witness was concerned.

We also observe ( 1  Kings 19:16) that Elisha was 
anointed by Elijah in the place or stead of Elijah. 
Anointing means designation to office; therefore Elisha 
was designated to fill the same office filled by Elijah; 
hence of necessity both men must typify the same class, 
but doing separate works.

A WORK OF SLAUGHTER

The prophet Ezekiel describes a slaughtering work 
that must be done, saying: “Behold, six men came from 
the way of the higher gate, which lieth toward the north, 
and every man a slaughter weapon in his hand; and 
one man among them was clothed with linen, with a 
writer’s inkhorn by his side: and they went in, and stood 
beside the brasen altar.” (Ezekiel 9 :2 ) The one man 
here described it is generally understood and agreed' 
represented the seventh messenger of the church. His 
work is described in verse 4, wherein he is directed to 
“go through the midst of the city, . . . and set a mark 
upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry 
for all the abominations that be done in the midst 
thereof” . The great work of Brother Russell and that 
which he did was to impress indelibly upon the minds of 
those who desired to know the truth the philosophy of 
the ransom sacrifice, the mystery, the gathering out and 
completion of the church. In nominal Zion during the 
harvest period have been a great many honest Christian 
people who were sighing for relief from the bondage 
there. The Psalmist pictures them as wandering in 
the wilderness in a solitary way, hungering and thirsting 
for righteousness. In all of Brother Russell’s discourses
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he took occasion to call attention to consecration. He 
did not preach exclusively a restitution sermon. He 
declined to do such. That was not exclusively his work.

All of the men described in verse 2, coming from the 
way of the higher gate, which lietli toward the north, 
clearly indicates that they have a commission from the 
Lord to do a specific work. They all went in and stood 
beside the brasen altar, suggesting the thought that 
they were of the priestly order, performing a priest’s 
duties. Our thought is that the six here represented the 
compact or organized movement of the followers of the 
Master in performing the work that the Lord commis­
sioned the church to do at the time under consideration. 
The Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society was organized 
by Brother Russell under the direction of the Lord with­
out doubt; and as has heretofore been suggested, it was 
his thought that it would be his successor and do the 
work that he did not do. Our thought is, as heretofore 
expressed, that the six men therefore typified the Watch 
Tower Bible & Tract .Society and all Christians working 
in harmony in the proclamation of the message and in 
the performance of the work that the Lord would have 
his people to do during a specified time. I t will be 
obsened that the instruction to these, then, was to do a 
slaughtering work. “And to the others he said in mine 
hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: 
let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: slay utterly 
old and young, both maids, and little children, and 
women: but come not near any man upon whom is the 
mark; and begin at my sanctuary.” The smiting work 
here mentioned is clearly not to be done upon the conse­
crated who have been brought to a knowledge of the 
truth. This would seem to show' clearly that there is no 
divine commission for some to form separate organiza­
tions amongst the consecrated for the purpose of carry­
ing on what they conceive to be the Lord’s work; but 
that the Lord would be pleased to operate and perform 
his work through the channel which he organized to do 
bis work. The slaughtering here mentioned is not with 
carnal weapons. “ For the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down 
of strongholds." (2 Corinthians 10: 4) The weapons
to be used consist of the sword of the spirit, the mes­
sage of truth.— Lphesians (j: Ft.

It will be observed also in examining the account of 
Flislia that he was anointed to do a slaying work. ( 1  

Kings 19:11') The prophet shows that during the 
Millennial reign the Messiah will call before him all the 
people and smite them with the rod of his mouth. 
Understanding these symbolic words, therefore, we see 
that the smiting or slaughtering does not mean to do 
injury to one physically, but it does mean that the truth 
should be used to smite the error and expose erroneous 
doctrines and systems, to make manifest to Christians 
their true condition and to cause their leaders to cease 
the pretense of being Christians, who are not Christians.

THE WORK BEFORE US

Various organizations now among nominal Christ­
ians are assuming to bring in the Lord's kingdom. They 
have taught error and kept the people in ignorance and

blindness to God’s purpose. Evidently the time is at 
hand when the truth shall be used as a slaughter weapon 
to slaughter these false systems of doctrine and point 
out the true, consoling message to those who desire to 
hear the truth. The message, of course, will begin with 
professing Christians, designated as the sanctuary class, 
and with the ancient men, the clergy of the ecclesiastical 
systems; and the truth will expose all that misrepresents 
God’s plan and make manifest the message concerning 
his kingdom.

Again referring to Elisha: after Elijah was taken up 
we observe ( 2  Kings 2 : 13, 14) that Elisha first took up 
the mantle that fell from Elijah and wrent back and stood 
at the Jordan. After standing there for some indefinite 
time, during which the mantle must have been in 
existence, “lie took the mantle of Elijah that fell from 
him, and smote the waters” . Thus is shown a period of 
waiting between the time he took up the mantle and the 
time he did the smiting. The way now seems to be 
open to go forward in the Lord’s work, and the first 
thing to be done would seem to be the taking up of the 
message of truth, the wrapped-up part of that message, 
particularly “The Finished Mystery”, and use it. This 
“fell down” or wras laid down in the spring of 1918. 
Under the Lord’s direction, the ZGs were printed and 
stored in various parts of the country, however, about 
that tim e; and now the Lord seems to be opening the 
way for the church to take up this slaughter weapon, 
this wrapped-up part of the message, and use it.— 
Ezekiel 21 : 14,15.

To this end June 21st has been set as the date for the 
beginning of this work and doubtless every one w'ho loves 
the Lord and who is not fearful nor ashamed and who 
wanted to have a part in the Lord’s work, will have 
sought the opportunity to participate in this work while 
it lasts. The ZG is being sold for 20c per copy, which is 
so very cheap that it is within the reach of almost every 
one. The paper in it would cost that much now', to say 
nothing about the added cost; and past experience has 
shown that those who purchase are much more likely to 
read than one who receives it as a free gift.

There was prepared a revised edition of the Seventh 
Volume in cloth binding shortly after the ZGs were 
printed, and this will be for sale and distribution as 
soon as the ZG work is finished ; and then all copies of 
“'The Finished Mystery" will be ready for distribution. 
Let this work be done orderly and in the order named 
and we believe the Lord’s favor will be upon it.

WORK FOR ALL
Referring again to the answer Jesus made to the dis­

ciples’ question, we must keep in mind that his answer 
pertains specificially to the question. The first part of 
the answer designates or fixes the beginning of sorrows 
or birthpangs and then shows how the trouble will pro­
gress. After the fiery experiences coming upon the 
church, and after admonishing his followers to endure 
cheerfully to the end, he then specifically states the 
general work that must be done throughout Christen­
dom, saying: “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come”. I t will be noted he does
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not say the gospel that has been preached to the meek 
throughout the entire Gospel age shall be preached. 
What gospel then could he mean? The gospel means 
good news. The good news here is concerning the end 
of the old order of things and the establishment of Mes­
siah's kingdom. It means the dark night of sin and sor­
row is passing away. It means that Satan’s empire is 
falling, never to rise again. It means the sun of right­
eousness is rising rapidly, its healing beams penetrating 
the darkness and driving back that which obscures the 
truth and bringing to the people that which will bless, 
comfort, strengthen and uplift them. It means the 
coming in of the Golden Age, the glorious time of 
which all the prophets wrote and of which the Psalmist 
sang songs of gladness and hope.

A modern translation of this text illuminates it: 
“And this good news of the kingdom shall be proclaimed 
throughout the whole world to set the evidence before 
the Gentiles, and then the end shall come”. Plainly 
this would seem to indicate that now the church must 
engage in the proclamation of this good news as a wit­
ness to the nations of earth, and then the old order will 
entirely pass away and the new will be here. Surely 
there could be no tidings so good, no news so comforting 
and helpful to the peoples of earth in this time of dis­
tress. Evidently this verse means that the witness must 
be given to the nations designated as Christendom. All 
of Christendom is now in distress and perplexity. They 
have experienced great trouble, but there is even greater 
trouble yet to come. Before that greater trouble comes, 
this message must go to the people as a testimony. It 
is evidently the same message and the same class of 
which the prophet Isaiah had a vision and about which 
he wrote: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that pub­
lisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God 
reigneth!”—Isaiah 5 2 :  7.

Manifestly, then, it shows that the last members of the 
body of Christ, the feet members on earth, not the great 
company class, are the ones that now must stand before, 
or above, the kings of this earth and bring to them the 
good news, publishing peace and salvation, because the 
Lord is here. He has taken unto himself his great power 
and reigns!

It will be observed that in the order named this mes­
sage must be delivered between the time of the great 
world war and the time of the “great tribulation” men­
tioned by the Master in Matthew 24: 21,22. This mes­
sage could not have been delivered prior to the begin­
ning of the world war. Clearly, then, the Master 
intended for us to understand that a time would come 
when the church must declare to the world as a witness 
that the old order is ending and will shortly pass away 
forever. And the fact that he said that for the elect’s 
sake the time of trouble would be shortened and much 
flesh saved warrants us beyond doubt in announcing 
now to the world the message, “Millions Now Living 
Will Never Die”.

Therefore it seems that now is the time for the church 
to proclaim far and wide in Christendom this good news. 
Hence it is the purpose of the Society to ask every public 
speaker, all the Pilgrim brethren, all the elders of classes, 
all who can give a public discourse in every part of 
Christendom, to prepare a discourse upon the subject: 
“The World Has Ended—Millions Now Living Will 
Never Die,” and to herald this message as a witness to 
Christendom; and it would seem if the church fails to 
do this, the very stones will cry out. There is now in 
course of preparation by the Society a booklet on this 
subject, which will be ready for distribution shortly. 
The Society will make Sunday appointments for Pilgrim 
brethren at places suitable for public meetings. Remem­
ber that a poor auditorium is a disadvantage to a meet­
ing. We earnestly request the friends where such assign­
ments are made to rent a well located and popular meet­
ing place and thoroughly advertise a public meeting.

What a blessed privilege the church now has of being 
the ambassadors of the Lord’s kingdom and engaging 
in delivering this good news to all of Christendom; and 
while doing it, being confident that as soon as the work 
is completed the Lord will take unto himself all those 
who shall constitute his body, and then their joy shall 
be full and pleasure shall be theirs for evermore!

“To the work! to the work ! there Is labor for a ll;
Soon the kingdom of darkness and error shall fall,
And the name of Jehovah exalted shall be
In the loud-swelling chorus. Salvation is free!"

DEATH OF T HE C H A M P I O N
“Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou established strength, . . . that thou  «tightest

still the enemy and the  avenger.”— Psalm  S ' 2.

IN A recent Sunday School lesson we treated the 
historical events of David’s battle with Goliath. 
We now look with still deeper interest at the bearing 

which that incident has on the outworking of God’s plan.
The subjective emotions of David in connection with 

his fight with Goliath, the Philistine giant, are recorded 
for our benefit in the eighth Psalm. A part of what now 
stands as a superscription to the ninth Psalm, belongs 
in fact as a sub-seription to the eighth Psalm. It must be 
remembered that in olden times the Psalms were not 
divided into verses as they now are; nor was there any

space between the Psalms themselves. It wouid be very 
easy, therefore, to confuse the sub-scription of a fore­
going Psalm with the superscription of a following 
Psalm, unless we have some system by which to work. 
The Lord has not left us in the dark in this matter, for 
he has given us a complete detached Psalm; that is, one 
standing alone, which was evidently intended to serve as 
a model. Such a Psalm is the third chapter of Habak- 
kuk. Here we are enabled to see that the title acts as a 
superscription, followed by the Psalm proper; the desig­
nation of the Psalm, and often also an intimation of the
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«vent which gave rise to it, being attached as a sub­
scription.

Therefore, understanding a part of what is now the 
superscription to Psalm 9 to belong properly to Psalm 8 , 
we have the designation: For the Chief Musician, con­
cerning “Muth-Labben”— the Death of the Champion.

PSALMS NOT MERE HISTORY
It would be a mistake, however, to suppose that the 

eighth Psalm was written, or that any of the Psalms 
were written, merely as another record of a historical 
event. That would not be true ; for the historical events 
were well attested in the "Books of Samuel, of Kings, and 
of Chronicles. The 1 Valins, in so far as they touch upon 
historical emits, i coord for our benefit the feelings of 
devotion, of exaltation, of faith, of contrition, etc., which 
those incidents called forth. Furthermore, all those 
Psalms which are marked with David’s name have a 
prophetic application to the greater than David, David’s 
Son and David’s Lord ; and many of those not so marked 
have a like application.

Goliath very well illustrates the great opponent and 
defier of God and of the Beloved One. He seems to be 
associated with and to represent the idea of imperfection. 
Six is a number which attaches to those things and 
agencies which fall short of divine approval, worthiness 
of which is indicated by the figure seven. Too much 
cannot be made of this, but it is a matter of great 
interest to note that Goliath had six pieces of armor 
mentioned, that he was six cubits and a span in height, 
and that “his spear’s head weighed six hundred shekels 
of iron” . Another ignoble personage of history who 
merited and received divine disapproval was Nebuchad­
nezzar. In defiance of God he erected an image “whose 
heigh! was threescore [sixty] cubits and the breadth 
thereof si.r cubits’’ -, while the summons to worship was 
issued by six instruments of music. The Man of Sin 
bears the same unenviable figure in multiples. 6 60; 
while the numbers connected with him are divisible 
by six — -42, 12(50.

TURNING-POINT FOR DAVID
The death of this unapproved champion, who defied 

God and the hosts of his people Israel, proved to be the 
turning point in David’s life. David was a “stripling”, 
and is referred to in the Psalm as a “babe”. Doubtless 
he seemed so in comparison with the mighty and armor­
ed Philistine. In this song of praise it is but seemly 
that we find David filled with thoughts of the excellence 
of Jehovah’s name, his greatness, and his condescension 
in noticing him and in enduing him with strength.

The excellency of Jehovah Adonim, the Lord of all 
the earth, begins and ends the Psalm. Set between these 
declarations there are four members which contrast God 
and Man alternately. This is the form in which the 
praise of Jehovah is formulated.

If we turn to 1  Samuel 17 we find that this thought 
of praise to Jehovah as the Lord of ail the earth prevails 
in every word that David uttered. Ho built up his con­
fidence and that of King Saul by referring to the deliver­
ance which Jehovah had given him from the lion and the 
bear, expressing faith that the same Jehovah would 
deliver him before the hand of Goliath. There was no 
selfish desire for glory in all this, but rather “that all

the earth may know that there is a God in Israel”. Tlhis 
is the underlying thought in this eighth Psalm, whiich 
celebrates this great victory and which embodies some 
great thoughts of Jehovah.

AN ASSOCIATED PSALM
The same thought and almost the same words &re 

to be found in Psalm 144: 3:
“W hat is mini th a t thou a r t  m indful of him?

Or the son of man th a t thou visitest h im ?”
And this hundred-forty-fourth Psalm is also “a Psalm 
of David”. I t begins:
"Blessed he .Tehovnh my strength .

Who tearh e th  my hands to war, and my fingers to fight
My goodness and my fo rtress: my high tow er and my

d e liv e re r;
M.v shield, and he m whom I tru s t ;
Who subduetli peoples under me.
Lord, w hat is man th a t thou tak es t knowledge of him?
Or the son of m an Unit thou m nkest account of him ?’.

It is singulai’ that m the Soptuagint this Psalm bears 
the title, “A Psalm of David concerning Goliath”. I t  
will be noted also that in Psalm 144 there is reference to 
the vain and false words of the strange children, the 
Philistines. There are also the words commemorative 
of the deliverance of David: “Who delivereth David his 
servant from the hurtful sword” .

Having established the circumstances which called 
this eighth Psalm forth we are better prepared to  look 
for its application. The Lord through the Apostle has 
guided ns in tin's matter and puts it beyond a doubt that 
the Psalm relates also to the true David, David’s Son 
and David’s Lord, and to the subjection to him pf the 
world to come. The world is not to be put in subjection 
to angels, but to him who is emphatically “the Son of 
Man”. In Hebrews 2 : ,r>-9 tin> vail is lifted a little and 
we arc shown how “ David, being a prophet”, spoke not 
of himself alone hut rather of him who should come. 
Both the Psalm and the historical incident tell us that 
all things me to lie put under his feet, in subjection to 
him. “But now we see not yet all things put under him. 
But wo see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honor, that he, by the grace of God, should taste death 
for every man.”

THE SON OF MAN
I t is in Psalm 8 that Christ is first alluded to as 

“the Son of Man”, God’s human son. And this first 
occurrence of the title fixes for us its meaning. I t  refers 
to dominion in the earth. This is the underlying siubject 
of the Psalm. It is addressed to “Jehovah our Adonim” ; 
and the title Adonim always expresses lordship in rela­
tion to the earth, while the title Jehovah is used in 
connection with the thought of lordship in relation to 
covenants. The Psalm begins and ends with a reference 
to the earth: “0 Jehovah our Adonim, how excellent 
is thy name in all the earth” .

God made1 man in the first place “to have dominion” 
over God’s works in the earth. (Psalm 8 : 6 ; Genesis 1: 
28) He fell through disobedience and lost that dominion 
along with his life and perfect environment. This ruin 
is to bo repaired when “the Son of Man”, “the second 
Adam.” “the last Adam." is given this dominion over 
the earth for the purpose of making it new. As the Son
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of Man he is heir of the whole earth; as the Son of 
Abraham he is heir to the land, as the Son of David he 
is heir to the throne. The one who is David’s Lord 
(Adonai) is also “David’s Son” according to the flesh. 
He is “the Root” from which David is to spring or is to 
get his new life, and he is “the Offspring of David”. 
—Revelation 22:16.

D EFIER M ARKED  FO R DEATH

There is another Goliath who in God’s purpose is to 
be destroyed, another great champion who has long been 
defying God and terrorizing “Christendom”, the anti­
typical Israelites, even as the people of Israel “were 
dismayed and greatly afraid”. ( 1  Samuel 17:11, 24) 
“Give me a man, that we may fight together,” was the 
cry of Goliath. And in due course God gave him a man. 
I t was not a giant in stature, but “a babe and a suckling”, 
strong in faith, to whom he ordained strength, that he 
might “still the enemy and the avenger”. So shall it  be 
with that other great enemy of God and of Israel. The 
Son and Lord of David took part of flesh and blood, thus 
becoming “the Son of Man”, “that through death he 
might destroy him that hath the power of death, that is, 
the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage” .—Hebrews 
2:14, 15.

But we “see not yet” this happy event fulfilled. The 
Lord Jesus has come and has given himself as a ransom 
price for all, but certain phases of the redemptive work 
have yet to be completed. The price has been provided; 
but Messiah is only now putting forth his great power to 
take possession, and it is for this reason that “the 
nations are angry” . (Revelation 11:18) As David of 
old told prophetically just what would happen to Goliath, 
so our Lord Jesus has spoken in like strain of the final 
destruction of Satan. If  he is staying the execution we 
may be sure that it is in perfect accord with the various 
features of God’s plan.

TH E TR IU M PH AN T ONE

Another work is yet to be done. He must finish calling 
out the church and finish dealing with those who are 
thus called out. They must have experiences like their 
Lord’s that they may be worthy of jointheirship with 
him in his kingdom. (2 Timothy 2:12) Then too, there 
must be the ridding of the earth of the iniquitous systems 
which Satan has used as his accoutrements.

Jesus took part of flesh and blood. He became a 
human being, having come to this earth over which he is 
to have dominion. He was made “a little lower than the 
angels” with a view to tasting death. And we read that 
“in the days of his flesh” he said with reference to this 
earth, over which he was to have dominion: “The foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the 
Son of Man hath not where to lay his head,” that is, has 
not appropriated any estate or built any homestead for 
himself. This is the first' occurrence of the title, the Son 
of Man, in the New Testament.—Matthew 8 : 20.

While as the only keeper of the Law he had the right 
to all the earth, the time for exercising that dominion 
was “not yet” . That time is now, and the Apostle John

was given a vision of it. He says: -T looked, and behold1 
a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the 
Son of Man, having on his head [not now merely a place 
to lay his head] a golden crown, and in his hand a sharps 
sickle. And another angel came out of the temple, crying- 
with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in 
thy sickle and reap; for the time is come for thee to 
reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. And he that 
sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the 
earth was reaped.” (Revelation 14: 14-16) This is the 
last occurence of the title “Son of Man” in the New 
Testament.

A  GIANT OF FAITH

In the elementary interpretation of Psalm 8 we recog­
nize David, “the stripling,” endued with divine strength. 
We hear him ascribe praise to the Giver of all dominion. 
We see him acknowledge his own unworthiness, as though 
taken aback at the very audacity of his own faith. We 
listen to his prophetic words to Goliath: “This day will 
Jehovah deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite 
thee, and take thine head from thee; and I  will give the 
carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the 
fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth ; that 
all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 
And all this assembly shall know that Jehovah savetb 
not with sword and spear; for the battle is Jehovah’s, 
and he will give you into our hands.” — 1  Sam. 17 :46, 47.

That was a dramatic scene, but as nothing in com­
parison with the great battle between the beast and the 
Lamb. The battle is now joined, and Satan’s head is to 
be “bruised” . The direction of his empire shall be fatally 
interfered with. The challenge has been taken up. An 
angel has cried with a loud voice, “saying [in almost the 
very words of David] to all the fowls that fly in the 
midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together 
unto the supper of the great God; that ye may eat the 
flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of 
mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit 
on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, 
both small and great. And 1 saw the beast [all those 
agencies which hold to and espouse the dominion-over­
conscience idea] and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against him that 
sat on the horse, and against his army. And the beast 
was taken, and with him the false prophet. . . . These 
both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimstone. . . . And I saw an angel come down from 
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great 
chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that 
old serpent, which is the devil, and Satan, and bound 
him {Greek, kept him bound] a thousand years, and 
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and 
set a seal upon him.”—Revelation 19:17-20:3.

Here in this great symbolic scene on earth begins the 
full realization of the eighth Psalm. Then the Son of 
Man will exercise dominion in the earth and finally, at 
the end of that thousand years, will be seen the great 
final victory, “the death of the champion” (muth-lab- 
ben) as it applies not only to Satan’s activities but also 
to his person; for the time shall have come to “destroy 
him that hath the power of death, that is, the devil” .



S I GN SPEECH TO ABRAM
[ W e  p u b l i s h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  m u c h  i n  i t  m e r i t i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  W e  l e a v e  t h e  t i m e  f e a t u r e

s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  j u d g m e n t  o f  t h e  r e a d e r .  E d .  C o m . ]

H ear B re th ren :
In the ]5 th  chap te r of Genesis is recorded how the word 

ol' ihe  Lord came onto A bram  in a vision, say ing : “F ea r 
not, A b rn tn : I tun thy shield, and thy  exceeding g rea t 
rew ard". Abram w as concerned, and wondered how any 
rew ard  could come to h is seed when he w as childless. He 
inquired of the Lord about the m atter, and w as inform ed 
th a t his own heir should come fo rth  out of him self. To 
reassure Abrant, the Lord told him  th a t  as he w as unable 
to num ber the s ta rs  of heaven, ju s t so would his seed be 
for m ultitude.

Genesis 15:7-21 is evidently recorded as in the na tu re  of 
a p a re n th e s is ; for the beginning of the 10th chapter, which 
im m ediately follows, is a continuation  of Genesis 15:1-0. 
I t describes A bram ’s efforts to comply w ith  w hat he regarded 
as the L ord’s w ill—to bring the in tended seed into the world. 
It is, therefore, a  reasonable conclusion th a t the happenings 
n a rra ted  in Genesis 15:7-21 occurred a t  the sam e tim e as 
tlie events of Genesis 16:1-3, w hich is there  sta ted  to be 
“a fte r  Abram  had dw elt ten years in the land of C anaan”. 
Abram  entered  C anaan 427 years a f te r  the flood, which 
occurred 1056 years a f te r  th e  creation  of Adam. (See B, 
p. 42, 45 and 3rd p arag rap h  on p. 51) From  A dam ’s creation 
to the  beginning of the A. D. period w as 4128 y e a rs ; th ere ­
fore, A bram  en tered  C anaan in (4 1 2 8 -1 0 5 6 -4 2 7 , which 
equals) 2045 B. C. T herefore, the events recorded in con­
nection w ith  A bram  presen ting  to the Lord the three 
slaughtered  anim als and two b irds very probably occurred 
ten years la ter, o r in the year 2035 B. C.—Z. ’17, 317.

♦ h e  exodus from  Egypt occurred in the year 1615 B. C. 
(B , p. 42 ; Pyram id Passages, Vol. 2, p. 15) T his w as a t 
the Passover season in the spring  of the year, in the month 
of Nisun, called th e  m onth of Abib ( “sprou ting  or budding” ) 
in the books of Moses, and  w as exactly  430 years a fte r  the 
covenant w hich w as made w ith  Abram  when he entered the 
land of C anaan in 2045 B. C. (E xodus 12 :40-43; 1 3 :3 , 4: 
G ala tian s 3 :8 , 15-17; Genesis 1 2 :3 , 4) Therefore, to be 
exact, the  covenant w as made w ith Abram in the spring of 
the year 2045 B. C., or 20443 years B. C. ; and the covenant 
w as ratified ten years la te r a t the slaugh tering  of the 
anim als, which w as in the spring of the year 2035 B. C., 
or 20343 years It. C.

Now to exam ine the paren thetica l account in Genesis 
15 : 7-21.

Verse 7. i am t h e  loud t h a t  brought  t h e e  out of r u  of
T i l l :  CHAT.DEES, TO GIVE T H E E  T H I S  LAND TO I N H E R I T  I T :  Tile
Lord rem inds Abram  th a t he had a  purpose in bringing him 
from Ur, as much as to say : ‘Abram, tlie m ere fac t th a t T 
have been deeply enough concerned to bring  you here to 
C anaan is sullieient evidence th a t I will accomplish w hat 
1 have prom ised to you’.

8. a n d  h e  [A bram ] s a i d , lord god, w h e r e b y  s h a l l  i 
k n o w  t h a t  i s h a l l  iniik r it  it [the  lan d ]?  Abram w ants 
some sign or evidence.

0. a n d  t h e  loud sa id  i nto iiiM : The Lord decides to 
g i\o  Abram  another p ic tu re  of his prom ised seed, for his 
fu tu re  understanding. L ater on he in tim ated to Abram 
t Genesis 1 7 :8 ;  Z. ’13-52, or G, 310) th a t he would have a 
share  in a sp iritua l rew ard. The Lord now m akes a p icture 
to r Abram, teaching th is tru th , and also showing w hat 
classes the seed would consist of. and  how it would be 
revealed and when Abram  would have an understanding of 
the answ er the Lord made to his question.

t a k e  m e  a n  i ie ik e u : In the Tabernacle sacrifices a
heifer represented the ancient w orthies, including Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, etc. (T. 105) A heifer, being a female, indi­
cated th a t the class p ictured  will not be of the p riestly  
(m ale) class. (T. I l l ,  top of page) of t h r ee  years  o l d : 
Symbolically represen ting  3 x 3 6 0  days, or 1080 prophetic 
years.—Num bers 1 4 :3 4 ; Ezekiel 4 :6 .

a n d  a s h e  g o a t : R epresenting the g rea t company, when 
God w ill deal w ith  them  as a class, in the g rea t tim e of 
trouble (T. 68) T he she goat indicates th a t the class here 
represented will not be of the priestly  (m ale) class. The 
two goats for a sin offering in tlie Tabernacle sacrifices

were both males. (L eviticus 1 6 :9 , 10) Lots w ere cast as to 
w hich w as to be the L ord’s goat, the little  flock, and which 
the scapegoat, the g rea t com pany ; thus w as p ictured  the 
fac t th a t “God has no choice as to w hich of those who 
presen t them selves shall win the p rize”. (T . 60) T hus it 
w as typically indicated th a t both classes represented by 
these goats are  “called in the one hope” of th e ir calling, and 
th a t both are eligible to hr of the priestly class, o f  thr ee  
years  o l d : Symbolical!.! representing 3 x  360 days, or 10,80 
prophetic .vears.

\M> \ r a m : Representing tlie 144,000 sa in ts, the elect
little  flock Hass the sp iritua l seed of A braham . < T. 73 i The 
ram being a male represents a class d is tinct from  the classes 
pictured by fem ale anim als, ami a class to which only males 
were eligible, the priestly  class, of i-iiree years old: 
Symbolically representing 3 x 360 days, or 1080 prophetic 
jours.

a n d  a t u h i i .e do\ L, a m i  a voi'M! p i g e o n : The heifer, site 
gout, and ram  typify the three classes which have a share 
in ihe atom nent work. (T. 108) The tu rtle  dove and young 
pigeon picture  the class (even the poor and oppressed of 
hum anity) w hich will receive the benefits of the ransom 
through  the w ork of atonem ent Two birds, or two tu rtle  
doves, or two young pigeons, were used as sin or bu rn t 
offerings of the people a fte r  the day of atonem ent. (L eviti­
cus 1 2 :8 ,  1 4 :2 2 ; 1 5 :1 4 ) Such sacrifices pointed back to 
or recognized the sacrifices of the atonem ent day—the gospel 
age. iT . 95, Lei h in ts  14: 1-7, 21-23) T he P salm ist refers to 
the tu rtle  d o \e  as a symbol of the congregation of the Lord 's 
poor, or oppressed (Psalm  74 :19 , C anticles 2 :1 2 )  Hence 
the tu r tle  do!o and young pigeon, presented in connection 
w ith a heifer (w hich pointed fo rw ard  to  the red he ife r of 
the sacrifice outside the Tabernacle) and  a goat (which 
pointed fo rw ard  to the scapegoat), and a ram  (which 
pointed forw ard to  the ram  w hich w as used as a burnt 
ott’e rin g l, represented the n a tu ra l o r fleshly seed of A braham , 
in tlie aspect of 1 heir poverty and hum ility.

The tu r tle  dove and young pigeon could each reasonably 
he considered to he one year o ld ; for a fte r  the first year a 
b ird  m ates and becomes a fa ther-b ird  or a m other-bird, and 
is no longer considered to be young. Tlie anim als offered in 
connection w ith a tu r tle  dove or a young pigeon, in the book 
of Leviticus, a re  yearlings, indicating  th a t the b irds w ere 
also required  to be yearlings. In N um bers 1 2 :6  a tu rtle  
dove or a young pigeon could be substitu ted  for a lam b of 
one year. Symbolically, therefore, the tu r tle  dove and young 
pigeon each represented one year o r 360 days, or 360 
prophetic years.

10. ANI> HE TOOK UNTO HIM ALL THESE [an im als], AND 
divided t h e m  i n  t h e  m id st  : S laughtered  or p repared for 
sacrifice, showing th a t  the sp iritu a l seed of A braham , 
represented by these three anim als, would do a sacrificing 
work in connection w ith  th e ir share  in e ither making 
atonem ent fo r or cleansing tlie world. (G, 30!)) a n d  laid 
i, veil  Dili e one  a g a in s t  ANOTHER: Suggesting th a t the three 
classes represented would eventually  he together, th a t is, 
rew arded on sp irit planes, o r th a t there is a unity  of sp irit 
and purpose, as well as of action, in tlie perform ance 
of I lie atonem ent work.

b i t  t h e  b i r d s  d i v i d e d  h e  n o t : Doves or pigeons as sin 
or b u rn t offerings w ere never divided. (L eviticus 1 :1 7 ; 
5 :8 )  They did not do a cleansing work for sin on account 
of ol iters.

1 1. AND WHEN m i :  I OW LS < AWE DOW N UPON THE CARCASSES ;
Pictu ring  S atan  and liis seed endeavoring to  devour or 
destroy tlie sp iritua l seed of A braham , and also the na tu ra l 
seed of A braham  la te r on in Jacob’s trouble, abram  drove  
them  a w a y : Pictu ring  God th w artin g  tlie purposes of
S atan  and his hosts.

AND W'lIEN THE SUN WAS GOING DO!VN, A DEEP SLEEP FELL
upon  arkam : P ic tu ring  A bram ’s long sleep in death  before 
tlie fulfillm ent of th is  type would come, before Abram  would 
understand  th is  answ er to his question, a n d , lo, a n  hobbor 
of great d a r k n e s s  fell  upon  h i m : P ictu ring  tlie darkness 
of the thousands of years of sin and death  upon the hum an 
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race, du ring  w hich A bram  would be in the  sleep of death.
13. AND H E SAID LNTO ABRAM, KNOW OF A SURETY THAT 

T H Y  SEED SHALT, BE A STRANGER IN  A LAND THAT IS  NOT 
THEIRS, AND SHALL SERVE THEM  ; AND THEY SHALL AFFLICT
t h e m  f o u r  h u n d r e d  y e a b s  : P o in ting  ou t th a t  th e  sojourn­
ing of the ch ildren  of Is rae l would tak e  them  in to  the  land  
of Egypt, and th a t  It would la s t a t  leas t fou r hundred years. 
(E xodus 12: 40) T his prophecy of the  Lord proves th a t  h is 
thoughts in connection w ith  th is  typical p icture  w ere on 
tim e fea tu res, and  on a  definite period of tim e.—E x. 12 :41 .

14. AND ALSO THAT NATION, WHOM THEY SHALL SERVE, 
WILL I  JUDGE'. AND AFTERWARD SHALL THEY COME OUT W IT H
g r e a t  s u b s t a n c e : The Lord would redeem the Is rae lite s  
from  th e  E gyp tians w ith  g rea t judgm ents o r plagues 
(E xodus 0 :6 ) ,  and  the E gyptians w ould be so g lad  to see 
them  go th a t  they would lend unto  the Is rae lites  such th ings 
as they required. (E xodus 1 2 :3 6 ) The Lord gave A bram  
th is prophecy because i ts  fulfillm ent would alw ays th ere ­
a f te r  be recognized as in tim ately  identified w ith  the  b ir th  
of the Jew ish  nation , the n a tu ra l seed of A braham . (F , 457) 
T his deliverance of Is rae l from  the E gyptians also la te r  
became typical o f the deliverance of the first-born, the new  
creation , the  sp iritu a l seed of A braham . (F , 459) L ikew ise 
it  la te r  became a  p icture  of the deliverance of Is rae l from  
S a tan ’s captiv ity  in death , and  the  deliverance of th e  whole 
w orld of m ankind through  Israe l, constitu ting  the  n a tu ra l 
seed of A braham ,—F, 458; G, 576, parag raphs 2 and 3.

15. AND THOU SHALT GO TO THY FATHERS IN  PEACE; THOU
S h a l t  b e  b u r ie d  i n  a  good old  a g e : T his prophecy m ust 
have caused A bram  to look to a fu tu re  life fo r the  fulfillm ent 
of the  prom ise m ade to him. No doubt he took th is  m a tte r  
by fa ith , know ing there  w as m ore m eaning in his typical 
ac ts  than  he could fathom.

16. b u t  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  g e n e b a t io n  : The H ebrew  w ord 
“el”, m eaning in, also m ay be tran s la ted  6y. T h is change in 
tran sla tion  has been made in the A m erican and  B ritish  
Revisions in m any instances in the  Old Testam ent. T he 
word generation  is from  t lie Hebrew  w ord “dor”, which 
Strong defines as  “a revolution of tim e”, or “an age” ; its 
root m eaning is “ to move in a circle”. I t  is rendered age in 
Job  8 :8 .  The “revolutions of tim e” in God’s p lan  a re  1000- 
year days. Hence th is passage m ay also be in terpre ted , if 
no t rendered : “B u t by th e  fo u rth  revolution of time," or, 
“A t the end o f  lo u r thousand y ea rs”, t h e y  s h a l l  c o m e  
h i t h e r  a g a in  : T h a t is, A bram ’s n n tu ra l seed, the  nation  of 
Israe l, here re fe rred  to in verses 13 and  14, will come h ith e r 
again  from  ano ther bondage; b u t th is  second tim e i t  w ill be 
from  the bondage to S a tan  and death. A t the end of the 
fo u r thousand years, Israe l, as a  nation , w ill all be aw akened 
from  the  dead. In  o ther words, God m eant th a t the type of 
Is rae l’s deliverance from  Egypt, w hich God specifically 
m entioned ah ead  of tim e (verse 14), would have Its fu l­
fillm ent in an titype  a t  the  end of fo u r thousand years. The 
M argolis V ersion re a d s : “they sh a ll come back h ith e r” .

T he period of fou r thousand years should begin to count 
from  th e  tim e w hen A bram ’s seed w as prom ised to  him, 
because, from  God’s viewpoint, th is  w as the beginning of the 
seed’ of A bram  w hich w as typified by the  sla in  anim als. 
C ircum cision of the  h e a rt w as eventually  to  be a requ ire­
m ent of the  L ord  of a ll the  seed of A braham , both  sp iritu a l 
and  n a tu ra l. T ills w as p ictu red  by circum cision of the  flesh, 
a s  a  type, w hich w as in s titu ted  as “a token of the  covenant” ; 
and, a t  the  sam e tim e, th e  seed of the covenant (Isaac ) w as 
foreto ld  and  given h is  name. I t  is tw ice s ta ted  th a t  th is  w as 
done w hen A bram  w as ninety-nine years old, as if  to 
em phasize some tim e feature . (G enesis 1 7 :1 , 10, 11, 19, 24) 
W hen Isaac  w as nam ed, a  year before he w as born, from  
God’s view point the seed of Abram had its  s ta rt. And not 
only d id  Isaac  th e re  become the first of A bram ’s natural  
seed, but, being the seed of promise, he became a type of 
th e  spiritual  seed.—G alatians 4 : 28.

As s ta ted  a t  th e  beginning, A bram  entered  C anaan in the 
spring  of the  y ea r 2045 B. C., o r 2044! years B. C. H e w as 
75 years old w hen he  le ft H aran  and entered  C anaan. 
(Genesis 1 2 :4 , 5 ) T herefore the  tim e when he w as 99 years 
old m ust have been 24 years la te r, or 2020! years B. C.

And four thousand  years from  th is  d a te  would be (4000 _ 
2020!, w hich equals) 1979! years A. D., o r the  sp ring  of 1980. 
T his would be the tim e lim it i t  w ould tak e  Is rae l to  “come 
back h ith e r”, from  th e ir bondage in  death. T his w ill be ju s t 
seventy years from  the  spring  of 1910, when P as to r B ussell 
began preaching restitu tion  to th e  Jew s a t  Jerusalem , and 
in  special fulfillm ent of Isa iah  4 0 :1 , 2, spoke com fortably to 
Jerusa lem  and cried unto  her th a t  h e r “appointed tim e” w as 
accomplished. (M argin) A p a r t ia l account o f the public 
m eeting a t Jerusalem  a t  th a t tim e re a d s : “O ther influential 
Jew s were reported presen t and gave close a tten tion . One of 
these, D octor Levy, is the  general m anager and  a very 
leading sp ir it among the Z ionists o f Palestine. H e expressed 
a  very keen in terest in w hat he heard , and  sa id : ‘Alas, few  
o f  you Christian people hold such k ind  and liberal v iews  
toward, the Hebrews'. . . . H e suggested th a t  he would 
w rite  to some of his Jew ish  friends in A m erica and invite 
a tten tion  to the  message th a t he had  heard. H e rem arked 
to one of h is friends, ‘Surely the speaker of the occasion is 
a p rophet whom the Lord h as ra ised  up to se t fo rth  th is 
m essage’.—Z. 10-182; compare G, 62, parag rap h  1.

f o r  t h e  i n i q u i t y  o f  t h e  AMORiTEs: A m orite means, 
literally , “a m ountaineer”. T he A m orltes w ere enemies of 
Israe l. T heir land w as to be possessed by Israel. (D eu ter­
onomy 3 :2 )  The “m ount of the A m orltes” w as apparen tly  
ano ther nam e fo r C anaan. ( D euteronom y 1 : 7, 19, 20) The 
“m ountaineers” who have been enem ies of the  sp iritu a l 
Israelites, who are  to be dispossessed of th e ir kingdom, and 
who have usurped the  nam e of C h ris t fo r th e ir  kingdom 
(C hrist-endom ), a re  the seed o f S a tan  who have dw elt in 
tiie m ountains (kingdom s) of ea rth . R ead comment* on 
Ezekiel 16:1-5, 44, 45, in “T he F inished M ystery”.

is  n o t  y e t  f u l l  : The in tim ation  is th a t  before A braham ’s 
seed shall come back again  (from  dea th ) the in iquity  of the 
an tityp ica l A m orites (the  "vine of the  e a r th ”, S a tan ’s seed I 
m ust come to  the  full. T his, as  we have seen, from  
prophecies m ade la ter.w as to be when the tim es of the 
Gentiles should be fulfilled, w hich w as when God’s kingdom 
w as due to be set up in power, when the "present evil 
w orld” came to ail end, a t the end of the Jew ish  civil year 
in the  autum n o f 1914.— See A, 66, c h a r t ;  Z. 1915, pages 
51-54, especially p arag raphs 2 and 3, p. 54.

17. and it c a m e  to l’A.ss, t h a t : T h a t is, ju s t as  it  w as 
h e r e  f o r e to l d ,  e v e n t u a l l y  it would be so fulfilled, w h e n  
th e  sun went d o w n , a n d  i t  w a s  d a r k : W hen the  gospel 
l i g h t  would become obscured in  the da rk  n igh t when no 
m an could work. (John  9 :4 )  b e h o l d  a  s m o k in g  f u r n a c e : 
B eho ld ! Som ething w orth  tak in g  notice of. T he g rea t tim e 
of trouble. T he sam e “sm oking furnace” m entioned In 
Isa iah  31: 9. (See C, 146) a n d  a  b u r n i n g  l a m p : M arginal 
rendering, “n lam p of fire”. “Is  no t my w ord like as a fire?” 
(Je rem iah  2 3 :2 9 ) (See Judges 7 :1 6 , 20 ; Job  4 1 :1 9 ; 
Ezekiel 1 :1 3 )  t h a t  p a s s e d  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  p i e c e s : The 
H ebrew  w ord “a b a r” m eans “ to pass betw een”, o r  “to  m ake 
p a rtitio n ” , as i t  is tran s la ted  in 1 K ing 6 : 21. T he judgm ents 
o f  the Word o f  God ( a  lam p o f  fire), accom panied w ith  
the  g rea t tim e of trouble (th e  sm oking fu rn ace ), w ill serve 
to p a r t  o r separa te  ( th a t  is, m entally  reveal) the  ancient 
w orthies, the g rea t company, and  the  little  flock, as d if­
fe ren t classes, as p ictured  by “ those pieces”. F irs t, believers, 
and eventually  the  world, w ill come to recognize th a t  there  
a re  different classes of C h ris tian s and different planes of 
rew ard  in God’s plan. ( See Z. 1918, p. 230, la s t p a ra g ra p h ;
I P e te r 1 :1 3 ; 2 T hessaionians 1 :7 , 8 ; R om ans 8 :1 9 )  
The g rea t tim e of trouble will also bring  about th e  Anal 
events w hich w ill install each of these classes in its  proper 
place ready fo r the w ork of restoring  Israe l, and through 
Israe l eventually  the whole w orld of m ankind.—Zechariah 
14:16-19: see “the classes”, G, 575.

The sum of the ages of the th ree  an im als and  the two 
b irds is 11 years. I f  we tak e  th is  lite ra lly , and  add  these
I I  years to the  tim e when the  in iquity  of the an tityp ica l 
A m orites is fu ll (au tum n of 1914), i t  gives the autum n of 
the year 1925, which, according to  the  Jubilee types, is the 
real Jub ilee  or the an tityp ica l beginning of the tim e for 
every m an to re tu rn  from  the  dead unto  h is possession and
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lo re tu rn  unto liis fam ily. (L eviticus 'Jo: O ': Z. 1011, p. 77) 
The fu llness of the in iquity  of the A m orites w as to tran sp ire  
p rio r to the n a tu ra l seed coming h ith e r  again (verse 16) ; 
hence the logic in adding th e  ages of th e  anim als to the 
t ime  11 it* iniquity  of the an tityp ica l A m orites would be full, 
in order to get the time  when the first resurrection  to 
restitu tion  conditions would occur. The ancien t w orthies 
being lirst to re tu rn , m eans th a t about the autum n of 1925 
A braham  w ill know th a t the in iquity  of the antityp ical 
A m orites has come to the full, and he will come to  an 
undet standing of w hat th e  Lord w as p icturing  to him  in 
answ er to h is question : “ W hereby shall I know th a t  I
shall inherit it [the land ]?"

ll we take the sum of the ages of the three anim als and 
the two birds. 11 lite ra l years, and reckon them us 11 x 360, 
or 3960 prophetic years, counting from 20343 years B. C., 
the tim e when God ratified the covenant w ith  Abram, when 
these anim als w ere slaughtered  ( Z. 1917, p. 316. 317) then 
we have the probable date  when A braham  and the o ther 
ancient w orthies w ill have actually  come into the possession 
of the  prom ised land, and when A braham  will knoiv that he 
has inherited the land, in answ er to his question to the Lord. 
T his w ill be 3960-29343. which equals 1925i years, or the 
spring  of the year 1926.

R espectfully subm itted  to the E d ito ria l Committee,
------------  ------------  Ohio

DAVID SUCCEEDS SAUL AS KING
— — . I r i . v  25  — 2 S a m u e l  2 :  1-7 ; 5 : 1 - 5 -------

DAVID A T T A IN IN G  K I N G S H I P  —  A N O T H E R  M A N IF E S T A T IO N  O F H I S  l.O Y A I/I  Y 'l l )  G O I)— H I S  S P IR IT  O F S U D M IS S IO N  TO T H E  I IIM N E  
W I L L — H I S  I  I N A L  A C C E P T A N C E  ISY A L L  IS R A E L  A S  T H E IR  K I N G — A L IM IT E D  M O N A R C H Y  E S T A IIL IS H E D .

“T ius t  in Jehovah with all thy  heart, and lean not upon thine own understand my."— P rovcrls  3:5.

DAVID was in Ins th irtie th  year a t the tim e of K ing 
Saul's death. D uring the ten preceding years he had 
lived a varied life. B anished from  Sau l’s court through 

envy, hunted  by the king as if  a wdld beast, D avid’s 
experiences were fa r  from  w hat would be considered ideal. 
Chased as a brigand and looked upon w ith d is tru s t by the 
m ajo rity  of the people, who would know little  about him  
except th a t  while once high in the k ing’s favor he w as now 
in disfavor, it would have been difficult fo r some to consider 
him  o therw ise than  w ith  m ere envy. O thers again, fa iling  
to  reflect th a t God appointed the ru le rs  of Israel, m ight 
th ink  of D avid as a usurper, seeking to profit a t  h is  m aste r’s 
expense. As a m a tte r  of fac t we find th a t  even in the 
dem oralized s ta te  of a ffa irs  w hich followed the dea th  of 
Saul and his th ree  sons a t  Gilboa, s till the  eleven tribes 
prom ptly ra llied  to the support of Sau l’s fou rtli son, 
Ishboshetli, and seemed never to th ink  of David.

As the cap ta in  of h is band of six  hundred  men, D avid 
had  been m aking his home (a t  Ziglag, southw est of Judah . 
W hen he heard  o f Saul’s death , he inquired  of the Lord 
w hat he should do, instead of determ in ing  according to h is 
own judgm ent. I t  seems rem arkab le  th a t a  young man, 
driven from  home, hunted  as a ban d it and  cut off from  all 
the refining influences of life, should re ta in  h is reverence 
fo r th e  Lord to such a degree. A la s ! How m any C hristians 
w ith  every condition favorable, w ith  Bibles in th e ir hands 
and B ible study helps, m anifest a  m uch less loyal disposi­
tion ! Iiow  frequently  the L ord and h is w ill a re  forgotten, 
w hile self decides and d ire c ts ! Indeed it  m ay be considered 
an evidence of a qu ite  thorough subm ission to  the Lord and 
developm ent in grace to find a C hris tian  earnestly  seeking 
to know the  L ord 's will in all the im portan t undertak ings 
of his life.

A lthough the school in w hich D avid w as tra ined  may be 
considered a rude one, nevertheless he evidently learned 
m any lessons in it. II is  first inquiry  w as: “Shall I go up 
into any of the cities of Ju d a h ? ” The answ er w as favorable. 
His nex t question w as: “To w hich city?” The Lord d irected 
to Hebron. D avid w isely estim ated  th a t the people of his 
own tr ib e  knew him well and understood why he was 
persecuted by King Saul. D avid w as not w ithout honor in 
h is own country, and not w ithou t confidence in h is own 
tribe. H e recognized th a t  th e  L ord w as d irecting  him, th a t 
the anointing  oil had  already  been poured upon h is head, 
and  th a t it  w as only a question of tim e when the Lord, 
would po in t out the nex t step. H e also recognized it  to be 
h is du ty  to w ait on the Lord, and not to a ttem p t to grasp 
hastily  the  th ings w hich w ere h is by prom ise. He had 
w aited  fo r more th a n  ten  years. H e could afford s till to 
w a it pa tien tly  on the Lord.

DAVID’S MAGNANIMITY
Some, m iscalculating  D avid’s tem peram ent and sentim ents 

tow ards Saul, supposed th a t  they  w ould gain h is favor by

claim ing to have assisted  in S aul's overthrow . But such' 
m et w ith prom pt rebuke, D avid in every instance speaking 
of K ing Saul in considerate language, not m erely because it 
would be w rong to speak evil of any one, bu t also because 
Saul had been God’s representative, “ the L ord’s anointed”, 
as D avid him self styled it. Q uite to the con trary  of any 
exu lta tion  over the death  of h is enemy, D avid sent a 
special message of appreciation  to the men of Jahesh  who 
had  given decent bu ria l to Saul and h is  sons. H e w ished 
them  to know th a t  he did not regard  th is  as an act of 
enm ity to him self, bu t ra th e r as an ac t of decency and 
loyalty  in w hich he would have been glad to  share.

D avid 's adverting  to  the fac t th a t he w as now king of 
Ju d ah  w as an in tim ation  to th e  men of Jabesh  th a t  they 
would perhaps like to  have him king over them, ns he was 
now king in the place of Saul, who had  hunted  him fo r ten 
years. I t  w as an in tim ation  th a t they m ight go fa r th e r  and 
fa re  w orse—all of w hich w as true, as we know.

A PERIOD OF CIVIL WAR

Q uite probably D avid expected th a t  a f te r  h is recognition 
by the tribe  of Ju d ah  the o ther tr ib es would very speedily 
ra lly  to h is banner. N evertheless we a re  not informed' 
respecting any move he made to accom plish th is  end. He 
w as w aiting  on the Lord. Surely it  w as a long w ait, too. 
Abner, as the general of K ing Islibosheth of the eleven 
tribes of Israe l, waged w ar against th e  enemies of Is ra e l 
and to some ex ten t gained victories. D avid had plenty  of 
opportunity  to w onder w hether o r not the Lord purposed to 
carry  out the program  institu ted  in h is coronation. W ith 
the prestige of v ictories aga in s t outside enemies K ing 
Islibosheth tu rn ed  atten tion  to the tribe  of Judah , claim ing 
th a t it  was in rebellion against the law ful king. The resu lt 
w as a civil w ar, w hich continued fo r two years. G radually, 
however, it b rought success to D avid and his arm y.

U ltim ately  K ing Islibosheth and h is general Abner were 
foully m urdered ; and we carefully  note th a t D avid had no 
complicity in the m atte r , and th a t his oa th  of friendsh ip  
w ith  Jon a th an  w as quite sufficient protection to Saul’s sons. 
However, the death  of these men opened the way fo r the 
people of Israe l to consider m a tte rs  f u r th e r ; and as they 
considered they perceived th a t God’s favor w as w ith  David, 
th a t  he w as a m an a f te r  God’s own h eart, and th a t as a 
ru le r he w as doing va lian t service to  the people who had  
accepted him as th e ir  king. S aner th ink ing  among the tribes 
brought them  to the conclusion th a t  D avid w as the Lord 's 
choice, and the whole people of Israel asked him to ru le  
over them . No doubt God could have brought to pass such 
a condition of th ings before. T here w as no divine purpose- 
in the way. And so it  is in all our affairs, if we only 
realized it. God, who knows the end from the beginning, is- 
w isely guiding for the good of all h is people, and p a rtic u la rly  
of those who a re  individually  h is of the anointed class.
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O ur lesson tells th a t K ing D avid m ade a covenant or 
league w ith  the people of Israe l. By th is  is signified th a t he 
agreed to serve as king w ith  a lim ited m onarchy, under a 
constitution. H e m ade a covenant, a  constitu tion  which was 
exp lic it as to w hat constitu ted  the  rig h ts  of the  people and 
a s  to w hat were the  righ ts  o f the  king. T his in s titu tio n  in 
Is rae l indicates th a t they w ere th e  m ost advanced people in 
the w o rld ; for, as f a r  as  we can learn  from  h istory , the 
k ings of th a t  tim e w ere despots, who governed according to 
th e ir own ideas, tram pling  upon the righ ts  and liberties of 
the  people. The in te resting  cerem onies connected w ith  the 
exalta tion  of D avid as king over all Israe l, and  the joy 
of the people because of th e ir  new king, a re  am ply recorded 
i"  1 Chronicles 1 2 :2 3 -4 0 .

LE SSO N S IN W A ITIN G
D avid's experiences in w aiting  fo r the kingdom and the 

lessons learned, the  ch arac te r developed and the p repara tion

which m ade him wise and m oderate— all serve to illu s tra te  
a g rea t lesson to the gospel church. W e also a re  called to 
s i t upon the  th rone of the Lord, to  ru le  in h is name. We 
also have been anointed  to the  office by the  holy sp irit, which 
the Apostle declares is a  fo re ta s te  o f the  glory and  joy  Into 
which we shall en te r w hen th e  crow ning day  shall have 
come. I f  discipline, self-control, fa ith , m oderation  and  hope 
w ere a ll requisite to  m ake D avid  a  k ing  over the  L ord ’s 
people and  to represen t God properly  In governm ent, how 
much more severe lessons should be necessary fo r us, who 
a re  called to so much h igher s ta tion— to the th rone of 
e a rth  as God’s represen tatives an d  to  the  royal priesthood, 
ruling, judging  and try ing  m ankind, to the in ten t th a t  as 
m any as possible of them  m ay be rescued from  th e ir 
degraded condition and  brought into fu ll harm ony w ith  
G od! Surely we m ay say as d id  D avid th a t  ou r tr ia ls  and 
testings a re  much less than  we h ad  expected them  to be. 
We, too, can afford to  w ait p a tien tly  on the  Lord.

DAVID BRINGS THE ARK TO JERUSALEM
------ A u g u s t  1 —  2 S a m u e l  6 :1 1  -1 9 : P s a l m  24: 7 - 1 0 --------

TH E ARK OF TH E COVENANT ---- ITS IMPORTANCE —  ITS CAPTURE BT TH E PH IL IST IN ES ---- ITS RETURN AND ITS FINAL RESTORATION
—  ITS BRINGING TO JERUSALEM THE MOST NOTABLE DAY IN  KIN O  DAVID’S LIFF, EXPERIENCE.

“E nter  into his gates icith thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise.”— Psalm  100:4.

A FTER D avid h ad  been volun tarily  chosen king of a ll the 
t ribes o f Is rae l, no t as a  re su lt of h is conquest, bu t as 

k a resu lt o f h is pa tien t w aiting  fo r the  Lord’s tim e to 
put him into the  position of king, he  took possession of 
Jerusa lem  and  m ade i t  the  cap ita l city  of his kingdom. Then 
followed w ars w ith  the Ph ilistines, who again  sought to  in­
vade the land of Israe l. U nder the  L ord’s blessing the 
Is rae lites  w ere successful in these w ars. I t  w as a f te r  seven 
years had passed under such conditions, a f te r  the  kingdom 
of Is rae l hnd become qu ite  settled , and w as no t likely to  be 
molested by enemies, th a t  the  scene of today’s lesson opens. 
K ing David, now  about fo rty -four years of age, recognized 
the fac t th a t religious m a tte rs  had  been a t  a  low ebb fo r 
m any year* am ong the  Israe lites , and th a t since the Lord 
had blessed them  by reun iting  them  and giving them peace, 
an app rop ria te  tim e had  come fo r him to do w hat he could 
in the w ay of reviving the  religious sentim ents of the people. 
H is own h ea rt e%re r  loyal to the  Lord, he desired th a t o thers 
should more fu lly  appreciate Jehovah  as the ir ligh t and  th e ir  
salvation. So i t  is w ith  all who tru ly  reverence th e  Lord 
and tru s t  in him . They a re  desirous of telling th e ir  joys 
abroad  and of helping o thers in to  the sam e condition of 
peace and  re s t in the Lord.

The A rk of the  Covenant, it will be rem em bered, w as the 
chief a rtic le  of fu rn itu re  in the T abernacle service which 
the Lord in s titu ted  a t the hand  of Moses in the  w ilderness. 
We have no certa in  knowledge of the reg u la rity  o f the  T ab­
ernacle w orship du ring  the  period from  Jo sh u a’s day to  the 
tim e of ou r lesson. Quite probably the services w ere m ain­
tained w ith  m ore or less regularity . I t  is possible th a t  since 
the A rk w as the chief center of in terest in connection w ith  
th a t  service, i ts  rem oval may have included th a t  of the 
o ther artic les o f fu rn itu re  of the Tabernacle— its  boards, 
curta ins, lamp, table, a lta rs , etc.

Shortly  a f te r  Is rae l had  entered  Palestine, Joshua located 
the A rk a t Shiloh, tw enty  miles north  of Jerusalem . (Jo shua  
1 8 :1 )  T h a t i t  w as s till there  a t  the close of the period of 
the  Judges is shown by 1 Samuel 1 :3 . T he sons of E li 
took the  A rk w ith  them  into b a ttle  ag a in s t the Philistines, 
thus evidencing th e ir  fa ith  in the divine institu tions, although 
th e ir lives w ere c o r ru p t; bu t as a resu lt o f th is  m isuse of 
the A rk the  L ord  perm itted  it to be cap tured  by the  P h ilis­
tines. However, w hile they possessed it, a  curse seem ed to 
accom pany It. In  the  tem ple of th e ir god Dagon h is im age 
fell down before the A rk ; and the  people o f the  cities in 
which It w as located w ere afflicted w ith  plagues. T he P h il­
istines w ere glad to get rid  of the A rk ; and  loading it  upon 
a c a rt they s ta r te d  the oxen in the direction of Israel. From

the tim e of its re tu rn  th e  A rk w as in  the  custody of Abina- 
dab, the H igh P riest, and his sons, one o f whom w as Uzzah. 
T he A rk had  been thus w ith  th e  house of A binadab in the 
hill Gibenh and  K irja th -jearim , know n also as B aale, for 
seventy years.

Any religious movement am ong the  Jew s m ust necessarily 
center in and about the A rk : fo r it w as the symbol o f the 
L ord’s presence and  of h is m ercy and  grace tow ard  them  as 
a  people. K ing D avid realized th a t  the  A rk should be in 
the  cap ita l c ity  o f th e  nation, d irec ting  the  m inds of Israe l 
not only to  th e ir  ea rth ly  king and  his law s and regulations, 
bu t through  him  to th e  heavenly K ing whom he represented. 
To have th is  event notable, to arouse the  religious sentim ents 
of the whole people, the  k ing realized  th a t to some ex ten t 
a ll m ust p a rtic ip a te  in the  m ovem ent; and hence he g a th ­
ered  from  all qu a rte rs  th ir ty  thousand  o f the  chief men of 
the nation. T here is a good lesson here  fo r sp iritu a l Is rae l­
ites. I t  is not sufficient th a t a leader, a representative, shall 
a ttem p t some prom inent service fo r the Lord and  fo r the 
tru th . I t  is w iser, be tte r every way, th a t  a ll th e  L ord’s 
people be invited to jo in  d irec tly  or represen tatively  in any 
prom inent m a tte r connected w ith  the L ord’s service.

HOMING TH E A R K  IN  JERU SALEM

. The occasion of bringing the  A rk of God to Jerusalem  was 
to be a gala  day of rejoicing, long to be rem em bered. K ing 
D avid rejoiced a t  the unanim ity  of religious sentim ent every­
w here p resen t am ong the people who accepted h is  in s truc­
tions. P layers of every kind o f m usical in strum en ts had 
been engaged to  accompany the  procession. An ox-cart, spe­
cially prepared, w as provided, and  th e  A rk w as p u t upon 
i t ; and  the two sons of the H igh P rie s t accom panied it, one 
preceding and the o ther driving. The good Intentions o f all 
concerned a re  no t to be m isjudged, but a  serious e rro r was 
m ade in th a t the divine o rder w as no t heeded. (E xodus 25: 
14; N um bers 3 :2 7 - 3 2 ;  4 :1 5 )  I t  w as not the business of 
the priests  to tran sfe r the A rk ; fo r the L evites had  been 
commissioned by Moses to b ea r i t  by its  staves on th e ir 
shoulders. In neglecting these divine provisions an opening 
w as m ade for all k inds of ir reg u la rity  In connection w ith  
the services of the  Tabernacle, an d  th is  the  L ord  designed 
should not be. The, lesson w hich the  Lord gave on th is  occa­
sion not only w as profitable to the  k ing and the nation  then, 
bu t hns been profitable in a large degree to sp iritu a l Israel 
during  th is  gospel age.

W hen the tim e came for the  m anifestation  of the divine 
disapproval o f the  neglect of th e  Mosaic law  on the  p a rt of 
those who desired to honor God, the oxen stum bled ; and
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to  steady  th e  Ark Uzzah. an underpriest, p u t fo rth  h is hand, 
w hen im m ediately Clod's d ispleasure w as m anifested in the 
m an’s fa lling  down dead. The gala  day w as suddenly 
spoiled. The joy o f the king and of the people vanished. 
Instead  cam e d is tress and fear. K ing D avid prom ptly con­
cluded th a t he d a re  not have the A rk w ith him and n ear his 
own house in Jerusalem , as previously intended. The pro­
cession stopped : and the A rk w as deposited in the home of 
Ohed-edom, w here it rem ained fo r th ree m onths.

PR O F IT IN G  B Y  E X PE R IEN C E

If we th ink of D avid’s course in refusing to bring  the 
A rk to Jerusalem  as a m ark of petulance and anger against 
the Lord fo r spoiling the gala day, we shall m ake a g reat 
m istake. D avid’s charac te r w as too reveren tia l for any­
th ing  of th is kind. H e w as the man who could fight against 
G oliath, but not the m an who could fight against God. 
F.ver.v ac t of his life  was m arked by reverence, hum ility  and 
a  recognition of God's .justice, pow er and love and of D avid’s

own hum ility  in the L ord 's sight. M eantim e the Lord was 
teaching a g rea t lesson to the whole nation, w hich heard  
of the sad  d isappointm ent of the people on the g rea t gala 
day when God’s d ispleasure w as shown by his s trik ing  down 
even a p riest for neglect of the divine, supervision.

K ing D avid w as w atching, and noted th a t the house of 
Obed-edom w as b lest by the presence of the Ark. Again 
his h e a rt w ent out longingly w ith th e  w ish th a t the chief 
emblem of divine w orship should re s t under the shadow  
of the Lord. E vidently  he made investigation as to  the 
handling of the Ark, and concluded th a t the m istake w as 
th a t of him self and of the priest, and th a t a blessing would 
go w ith  the Ark. So a t the end of throe m onths he made 
arrangem ents afresh  fo r the bringing of the A rk to J e ru ­
salem. A gain tlie v is ito rs came, the bands of music in o rd e r; 
and tlie procession accom panied the A rk again tow ard 
Jerusalem , the cap ita l city. We read th a t D avid brought 
the A rk from  the house of Obed-edom unto the City of D avid 
w ith gladness and joy.

THE KINGLY KINDNESS OF DAVID
--------- A u g u s t  S —  2 S a m u e l  S :  1 5 ;  9 : 1 - 1 3 -----------

d a v id ’s  c h a r a c t e r  m a n i f e s t e d — “ a  m a n - a f t e r  god’s  o w n  h e a r t ” — h i s  k i n d n e s s  t o  s a i l 's  g r a n d s o n -— l e s s o n s  fo r

SPIRITUAL ISRAEL —  JUSTICE AND GENEROSITY GODLIKE QUALITIES —  “ THY LOVING KINDNESS, OH, HOW GREAT/”

“David executed justice and righteousness unto all his people .”—2 Samuel 8: l.>.

T H E  Lord gives us a deep insigh t into D avid’s character, 
and  shows us the ab ilities he possessed which consti­
tu ted  him “ a man a f te r  God’s own h e a r t”. E n tire ly  

overlooking and fo rgetting  the evils he hud experienced from 
K ing Saul during  the years w hen the la t te r  sought h is life, 
K ing D avid rem em bered w ith appreciation  the conduct of 
S au l’s son Jo n a th an —liow Jo n a th an  had befriended him, 
and  how he had made a covenant th a t in re tu rn  he would 
show  kindnesses to Jo n a th a n ’s fam ily. (1 Sam uel 2 0 :1 1 -  
1G) F o r a time, however, busy w ith  the affa irs  o f the king­
dom, K ing D avid apparen tly  forgot to m ake any special 
inquiry  respecting the fam ily  of S a u l; bu t som ething oc­
cu rred  w hich brought prom inently  to his m ind his obliga­
tion to  Jona than . P resum ably  th is w as about the middle of 
his re ig n ; and qu ite  possibly it w as h is serious sin w ith 
B athshebu and his h earty  repentance th e re fo r th a t now 
quickened h is m ind in respect to his responsibility  to  those 
about him, including th e  fam ily of h is deceased friend.

Ziba, chief servan t of K ing Saul, w as called to  David, and 
inquiry  w as made respecting any of the rem ain ing  members 
of Sau l’s fam ily. T his disclosed the fac t th a t there  was 
still liv ing a son of .Jonathan, who w as a child of five years 
a t  th e  tim e of th e  death  of Saul and Jo n a th an , and who 
w as lam ed in h is feet by fa lling  from  his nu rse’s arm s as 
they  fled a t  the news of tlie defeat.

K ing D avid explained to Ziba th a t he desired to do k ind­
nesses to  Saul’s posterity , and bade him  bring to court 
Jo n a th a n ’s lam e son. The king's com m and w as obeyed, 
a lthough  it  m ust have been received w ith  g rea t fe a r and 
trep idation  and doubt w ith  respect to its  sincerity . I t  was 
th e  custom a t th e  tim e th a t when one king succeeded to the 
dom inion of ano ther all the heirs of the throne should be 
sought and killed, lest they should give trouble la te r  to the 
new  dynasty. T h is was evidently  expected of K ing David, 
and  hence the secret in respect to  the w hereabouts of Jo n ­
a th a n ’s son was so kept th a t the king knew not of him. 
However, Ziba was a  m an of large fam ily in terests, and re­
alized  th a t it  w as incum bent upon him  to perform  the k ing’s 
bidding, even though it should mean the death  of S au l’s 
heir. And the latteir, being lam e and  know ing th a t  h is 
p resen t residence had  been told the king, could do nothing 
less th an  respond and  come to the court. H is fe a r  th a t the 
king’s w ords m ight be treacherous, h is though t th a t  so g rea t 
a  generosity  as had  been suggested could not be expected 
o r tru sted , doubtless caused him trep idation  when on com­
ing  Into the king 's presence he p ro s tra ted  him self a t D avid’s 
feet, saying, “Behold thy  se rvan t 1”

“ F ear not,” said  D avid, “fo r I will surely  show thee

kindnesses fo r Jo n a th an  thy fa th e r 's  sake, and will restore 
thee all tlie lands of Saul, thy  fa th e r ;  and thou sh a lt ent 
bread a t  my table continually."

W ith the jieople of o rien ta l lands the ea ting  of food to ­
gether as friends im plies a pledge of friendsh ip  and  f id e lity ; 
and to ea t continually  a t tlie table signifies m em bership in 
tlie fam ily. We a re  not to consider tills a  ligh t m a t te r ; for 
D avid had two wives a t  th a t timei, and th e ir  children w ere 
hopeful of being h is successors to the kingdom ; and th is 
bringing a s tran g e r into the fam ily m ight properly be con­
sidered as a menace to  th e ir in terests, especially as th a t 
stranger, according to the usages of nations, a lready  had 
a p rio r claim  to the throne, superio r even to th a t of the king.

Tlie en tire  operation shows us the fearlessness of the 
king and  h is confidence th a t the  kingdom would not be 
taken aw ay from  h is posterity . I t  also shows us th e  confi­
dence w hich all the members of h is household m ust have 
bad in respect to h is judgm ent as to the a ffa irs  of the home 
and to  his headship in his home. T h is headship  we cannot 
suppose w as used in an austere  and a rb itra ry  m anner, bu t 
w ith  loving kindness and generosity and in the  in te rest of 
liis en tire  household. lie  who could be thus kind to the 
son of a friend  could certa in ly  be kind and generous also 
to the mem bers of his own fam ily.

LESSO N S FO R  SPIR IT U A L ISR A E LITE S

E \e n  tlie most advanced of the L ord’s consecrated people 
may d raw  some helpful suggestions from  the incidents of 
th is  lesson :

(1) A friend  in need is a friend  indeed. Jo n a th an  had 
been D avid’s friend  in the la t te r ’s tim e of need, and thus 
had  a ttested  h is nobility of character, his fa ith fu lness to 
principles of righteousness, his loyalty to  the Lord.

(2) D avid’s search ing  fo r the opportun ities to do good 
rem inds us th a t such should be our a ttitude , th a t  we should 
not m erely w ait until circum stances force upon our a tten tion  
the troubles of o thers and th e ir  need of assistance. Well 
do the S crip tures say : “Blessed is he th a t  considereth the 
poor”. T his is a Godlike quality , and  w hoever practices it 
is to th a t ex ten t godly.

(3) D avid’s ju stice  and generosity  a re  both m anifested 
in tlie course w hich lie pursued. In s tead  of coveting S au l’s 
possessions and using h is powers to a ttach  these to  h is own, 
D avid deliberately  settled  the m a tte r th a t  th e  profits of 
S au l’s esta te  should all go to  Jo n a th an ’s son, who a t  the 
sam e tim e should continually  be p a rta k e r  of the k ing 's 
bounty a t  the royal table. C om paratively few  would have 
been so ju s t and  so generous.
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BROTHER W. A. BAKER
M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M i n n ......... J u l y  1 5 - 1 8
G l e n w o o d  C i t y ,  W i s ............J u l y  1 9
W i t h e e ,  W i s ...............................
M a r s h f i e l d ,  W i s .  . . . . ...........
C h i l i ,  W i s .....................................
S t e p h e n s  P o i n t ,  W i s ..........

20
21
22
2 3

K e w a n e e ,  111.............................J u l y  1 4
L a  S a l l e ,  111.
P e o r i a ,  I I I ...............
C a n t o n ,  111...........
C h a m p a i g n ,  I I I .  
M a t t o o n ,  111.........

1 5
1 6  
1 8
1 9
20

M i l w a u k e e ,  W i s .............. . . . . J u l y 2 5
R a c i n e ,  W i s ........................ 2 6
Z i o n  C i t y ,  111...................... ” 2 7
W a u k e c a n ,  111.................... ” 2 8
H e g e w i s c h ,  I I I .................. ” 2 9
R o s e l a n d ,  111......................... 3 0

H. BARBER
D a n v i l l e ,  111......................... 2 1
C r a w f o r d s v i l l e ,  I n d .  ... 2 2
K o k o m o ,  I n d ..................... ” 2 3
A n d e r s o n ,  I n d .................... ” 2 4
M u n c i e ,  I n d ........................ 2 5
C o l u m b u s ,  O h i o  . . . . J u l y  2 7 - A u g .  1

BROTHER W.
A l e x a n d r i a ,  P a .........................J u l y  1 0
A l t o o n a ,  P a .................................  ”  17
J o h n s t o w n ,  P a ........................... ”  1 8
W a s h i n g t o n ,  P a .........................  ”  1 9
W a y n e s b u r g ,  F a .......................  ”  2 0
W h e e l i n g ,  W .  V a ..................... ”  2 1

BROTHER
W e l l s t o n ,  O h i o  ....................... J u l y  13
C h i l l i c o t h e ,  O h i o  ................... ”  1 4
P o r t s m o u t h ,  O h i o  ................ ”  1 5
A s h l a n d ,  K y ...............................  ”  1G
I r o n t o n ,  O h i o  ......................... ”  1 8
P a t r i c k ,  K y .................................. ”  1 9

H. PICKERING
B e l l j u r e ,  O h i o  ....................... J u l y  2 2
C a m b r i d g e ,  O h i o  ..................  ”  2 3
W h i t e  C o t t a g e ,  O h i o  .. . “  2 4
C r o o k s v i l l e ,  O h i o  ................... ”  2 5
Z a n e s v i l l e ,  O h i o  ...................... ”  2 6
C o l u m b u s ,  O h i o  . . . . J u l y  2 7 - A u g .  1

V. C. RICE
P a i n t s v i l l e ,  K y ........................J u l y  2(>
K l m g r o v e ,  K y .............................  ”  2 2
F e l i c i t y ,  O h i o  ......................... ”  2 3
C i n c i n n a t i ,  O h i o  ................... ”  2 5
M i d l a n d ,  O h i o  ........................  20>
C o l u m b u s ,  O h i o  . . . . J u l y  2 7 - A u g .  1

G a i n e s ,  P a ..........
H a m i n o n d s p o r t ,  
B a t a v i a ,  N .  Y .  
P e r r y ,  N .  Y.  ... 
S a l a m a n c a ,  N .  
O l e a n ,  N .  Y .

BROTHER T. E. BARKER
....................... J u l y  1 4  B o l i v a r ,  N .  Y ............................ o u l y  2 2
N .  Y ......... ”  1G A l l e n t o w n ,  N .  Y ........................  ”  2 3

........................  ”  1 8  T o n a w a n d a ,  N .  Y .  ................. ”  2 5
..........................  ”  I D  L o c k p o r t ,  N .  Y .........................  ”  2 6
Y ..................... ”  2 0  S t .  C a t h a r i n e s ,  O n t ...............  “  2 7

”  0 1  T A r A n t n  f l n t  . T l l t v  D f i - A l l P .  1

BROTHER
R e i d  H i l l ,  A l t a .............J u l y  1 2 , 1 3
C a l g a r y ,  A l t a ....................  "  1 4 ,  1 5
B a i n t r e e ,  A l t a ...........................J u l y  1 6
R o s e d a l e ,  A l t a .  . . . . . ___ J u l y  1 7 , 1 8
I l u m s e y ,  A i t u ............................J u l y  1 9
L a e o m b e ,  A l t a .............................  ”  2 0

C. ROBERTS
R e d  D e e r ,  A l t a . .........  J u l v  2 1
P o n o k a ,  A l t a ........... ...............  ”  2 2
L o d u c ,  A l t a .............. 2 3
C a l m a r ,  A l t a ........... ...........J u l y  2 4 ,  2 5
B u f o r d .  A l t a  .... . . ”  2 7 ,  2 S
E d m o n t o n ,  A l t a . . . J u l y  31 A u g .  2

BROTHER J. A. BOHNET
M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M i n n ......... J u l y  1 5 - 1 8
F a i r c h i l d ,  W i s ........................... ”  1 9
O s s e o ,  W i s ....................................  ”  2 0
B l a c k  R i v e r  F a l l s ,  W i s . . .  ”  2 1
T u n n e l  C i t y ,  W i s ..................  ”  2 2
M a d i s o n ,  W i s .............................. ”  2 3

B o a z ,  W i s .
M o n t i c e l l o ,  W i s ........................
G r a t i o t ,  W i s .
F r e e p o r t ,  III .
R o c k f o r d ,  111.
B e l v i d e r e ,  111.

BROTHER
i l y  2 5 L i n c o l n ,  A l a ....................... . . . . J u l y 1 4
’ 2 6 A n n i s t o n ,  A l a .................. 1 5
’ 2 8 P i e d m o n t ,  A l a .................. 1 6
’ 2 9 G a d s d e n ,  A l a ................... 17
’ 3 0 B o a z ,  A l a .............................. 1 8
’ 3 1 W a l n u t  G r o v e ,  A l a .  .. 1 9

R. L. ROBIE
< ‘u l l m a n , A l a .  .. ....................J u l y  21
A l l i u m , Ua........ ’l •>*>.
T i w u m b h l. A l a . 2 3
N a s h  v i l l a . T e n n . ..................  “ 2En
L o i u s s  i l l e , . K y .  - 2 6
C o l u m b u s , O l u n . . J u l y  2 7 ,  A u p  1

BROTHER
E l l s w o r t h ,  W i s ...................... J u l y  1 3
M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M i n n ......... J u l y  1 5 - 1 8
R o c h e s t e r ,  M i n n ....................... ”  1 9
F a i r b a u l t ,  M i n n ......................... ”  2 0
E u r e k a  C e n t e r ,  M i n n .........  ”  2 1
A u s t i n ,  M i n n ...............................  ”  22

i. H. BOYD
W h a l a n ,  M i n n ......................... J u l y  2 3
M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M i n n .................  ”  2 5
S u p e r i o r ,  W i s .............................  ”  2 6
W r e n s b a l l ,  M i n n .....................  ”  2 8
T w o  H a r b o r s ,  M i n n .............. ”  3 0
D u l u t h ,  M i n n .............................. A u g .  1

BROTHER
B e n t o n  M a r b o r ,  M i c h ........ J u l y  1 3
S o u t h  B e n d ,  l n d ......................  ”  1 4
M a r c e l l u s ,  M i c h .......................  ”  1 5
T h r e e  R i v e r s ,  M i c h ................  ”  1 6
J a c k s o n ,  M i c h ............................. ”  1 8
Y p s i l a n t i ,  M i c h ........................  ”  1 9

V. J. THORN
P l y m o u t h ,  M i c h ...............J u l y  2 0 ,  21.
A d r i a n ,  M i c h  ....................... J u l y  2 2
T o l e d o ,  O h i o  ............................ "  2 3
C l e v e l a n d ,  O h i o  ...................... ”  2 5 '
W e s t f i e l d ,  N .  Y ....................... ”  2G
T o r o n t o ,  O n t .............J u l y  g s - A u g .  1

BROTHER
A t h o l ,  I d a .................................... J u l y  1 6
C c c u r  d ’A l e n e ,  I d a .................... ”  1 8
W a l l a c e ,  I d a ..................................  ”  1 9
M i s s o u l a ,  M o n t .............. J u l y  2 0 ,  2 1
D e e r  L o d g e ,  M o n t ............ ”  2 2 ,  2 3
B u t t e ,  M o n t ........................... ”  2 4 ,  2 5

BROTHER A.
C o l u m b u s ,  l n d ....................... J u l y  1 4
M a d i s o n ,  l n d ................................ ”  1 5
L o u i s v i l l e ,  K y ............................. ”  1 6
N e w  A l b a n y ,  l n d ....................  ”  I S
S a l e m ,  l n d .....................................  ”  1 9
M i t c h e l l ,  l n d ..............................  ”  2 0

I. F. CRIST
G i b b o n s v i l l e ,  I d a ............ J u l y  2 7 ,  2 8
L e w i s t o w n ,  M o n t .................. J u l y  3 0
G r e a t  F a l l s ,  M o n t ...................A u g  1
V i r g e l l e ,  M o n t ................................  ”  2
S h e l b y ,  M o n t ...........................A u g .  3,  4
B a i n v i l l e ,  M o n t ........................ A u g .  5

J. ESHLEMAN
B e d f o r d ,  l n d ............... .............J u l y  2 1
M a r t i n s v i l l e ,  l n d ....................  ”  2 2
I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  l n d ...................... ”  2 3
R i c h m o n d .  I n d ........................... *’ 2 5
D a y t o n ,  O h i o  ........................  ”  2 6
C o l u m b u s ,  O h i o  ...  J u l y  2 7 - A u g .  1

BROTHER
E l  F a s o ,  T e x ..................J u l y  1 5 , 1 6
A l b u r q u e r q u e ,  N .  M e x .  ”  1 7 ,  I S
D u r a n g o ,  C o l o ..................  ”  2 0 ,  2 6
A z t e c ,  N ,  M e x ................... ”  2 2 ,  2 3
F a r m i n g t o n .  X .  M e x . . .  ”  2 4 ,  2 5
P u e b l o ,  C o l o .............................. J u l y  2 8

BROTHER W.
L o o k e p o r t e ,  N  S ......................J u l y  S
B r i d g e w a t e r ,  N .  S ..................  ”  9
H a l i f a x ,  N .  S ................. J u l y  1 0 , 1 1
F a l l  R i v e r ,  N .  S .................. J u l y  1 2
B r o o k f i e l d ,  N .  S .  . . . ............  ”  1 3
T r u r o ,  N .  S ....................... J u l y  1 4 ,  15

D. TOOLE
T r i n i d a d ,  C o l o ...........................J u l y  2 9 ”
H o l l y ,  C o l o .................................. ”  3 0
L a m a r ,  C o l o ................................  “  3 1
R o c k y  F o r d ,  C o l o ................. Vug .  1
F l o r e n c e ,  C o l o  ........................  M 2
G r a n d  J u n c t i o n ,  C o l o  ”  3

.. THRUTCHLEY
H o p e w e l l ,  N .  S ............. J u l y  1 6
S t e l l a r t o n .  N  S ........... J u l y  1 7 ,  1 8
N o r t h  S y d n e y ,  N .  S .  J u l y  2 0
S v d n e v .  N .  S ................ J u l y  2 1 , 2 5 *
G U ic e  B a y ,  N .  S ............... “  2 2 , 2 3
S t  J o h n s .  N e w f o u n d l a n d  A u g .  1

BROTHER A.
B r o w n ,  W .  V a ...........................J u l y  1 6
F a i r m o n t ,  W .  V a .  ...  J u l y  1 7 ,  i  s
C l a r k s b u r g ,  W .  V a ......... ”  1 8 ,  1 9
M a n n i n g t o n ,  W .  V a .............J u l y  2 0
B u r t o n ,  W .  V a ............................. “  2 1
W h e e l i n g ,  W .  V a .....................  ”  2 2

M. GRAHAM
C h n c h s v i l l e ,  O h i o  ............  J u l y  2 3
N e w  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  O h i o  .. ”  2 4
A k r o n .  O h i o  ...........................  ”  2 5
A s h t a b u l a ,  O h i o  .....................  ”  2 6
E r i e ,  P a ........................................  ”  2 7
T o r o n t o ,  O n t .............J u l y  2 S - A u g .  1

BROTHER J.
P e r d u e ,  S a s k .  . . ..............J u l y  6
A l t a r i o ,  A l t a ...........................J u l y  9 - 1 1
H a r d i s t y ,  A l t a ..........................J u l y  13
S e d g w i c k ,  A l t a .................J u l y  1 4 , 1 5
C a m r o s e ,  A l t a ................. ”  3 7 , 1 8
V i k i n g ,  A l t a ..............................J u l y  3 9

B. WILLIAMS
P h i l l i p s ,  A l t a  ..................... L i l y  2t>
E d m o n t o n .  A l t a ..............h i ! \  2 1 , 2 5
S t o n y  P l u m ,  A l t a .........  J u l y  2 2
l t u s b y .  A l l a .  ..............J u l y  2 6 .  2 S
B a r r h e a d ,  A l t a ...............  ”  2 9 ,  3 0
E d m o n t o n ,  A l t a .  J u l \  : .]  A u g  2

BROTHER M. L. HERR
W e n a t c h e e ,  W a s h .  .. ..........J u l y  1 5 R e v e r e ,  W a s h .  .. .. J u l y  2 i ,  2 5
D a v e n p o r t .  W a s h .  . .. . “ 1 6 C o l f a x .  W a s h .  ...... .. J u l y  2 0
S p o k a n e ,  W a s h .  . .. .........  ” IS D a y t o n ,  W a s h ,  . . . ,. *) 7
C o l v i l l e ,  W a s h .  . .. .. .. “  1 9 P o m e r o y ,  W a s h ......... . . . J u l y  2 8 ,  2 9
B o y d s .  W a s h  ........ .........  “  2 0 I . a t a l i .  W a s h  ____ .........  ”  3 0
D a n v i l l e ,  W a s h ......... . . J u l v  2 1 ,  2 2 P a l o u s o ,  W a s h .  . . -----  A UR. 1

BROTHER W. M. HERSEE
T o i o n l o ,  O u t .  .. . .................. J u l y  9 P o t e v h o r o ,  O n t . J u l y  1 8 ,  1 9
B r a m p t o n .  O n t .  . . ......... J u l y  1 0 ,  11 H a v e l o c k ,  O n t . .............. ”  2 1 , 2 2
W e s t o n ,  O n t . .................J u l y  1 3 S t i r l i n g ,  O n t .  . .. .............. ”  2 4 ,  2 5
O s l u i w a ,  O n t ......... ..................  ”  1 4 B e l l e v i l l e ,  O n t . ..............  ”  2 6 ,  2 7
O r o n o ,  O n t .............. ..................  ”  1 5 T r e n t o n ,  O n t .  . .....................J u l y  2 s
S o u t h  M o n a g h a n , O n t .  . . ’’ 1 6 T o r o n t o ,  O n t .  . . J u l y  2 9 - A u g .  1

BROTHER G. S. KENDALL
Centralia, Wash. ..........July 15

...........  ” 16
Snohomish, W ash.......... ..July 22

Aberdeen, Wash. . Sultan, Wash................ 23
Tacoma, Wash....... ...............  ”  1 8 E v e r e t t ,  W ash............... 25
Bremerton, Wash. ..........  “ 19 Stanwood, Wash........... >* 26
Seattle, Wash........ ...........  ’’ 20 Sedro Woolley, Wash. 27
Port Townsend, Wash. .. “ 21

BROTHER 0 .

Burlington, Wash........

MAGNUSON

28

Rome, N .  Y............ ..........July 15
...........  ” 16

Oswego, N .  Y .............. ..July 21
22

Syracuse, N. Y. ............  ” 17 Batavia, X .  Y ...............
Niagara Falls, N Y.

»> 23
Cortland, N. Y...... ...........  ” 18 •* 25
Ithaca, N. Y....... ...........  ” 19 Niagara Falls, Ont. .. 20
Auburn, N. Y....... ...........  ” 20 Toronto, Ont. ......July 28-Aug. 1

BROTHER C. A. WISE
L e x i n g t o n ,  K v ...................... J u l y  2  M i c h i g a n  c m ,  l n d  Ld .v  L>
L o u i s v i l l e ,  K y  ................. ”  3 - 5  C h i c a g o ,  111 . ..  11
I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  l n d .  . . ”  6  C l i n t o n ,  I o w a  ’ 1 2
M u n c i o ,  I n d .  .................”  7  C e d a r  R u p i t K  f o w n  ' 13
P e r u .  l n d .  . . .  ”  S P e a  M o i n e s .  I o w a  "  1 4
L a  P o r t o ,  I n d .  ”  9  M i n n e a p o l i s  M i n n .  J u ! \  1 5 - 1 8

Conventions to be Addressed by Brother J. F. Rutherford1
T a co m a ,  W a s h .  J u ly  8-11 F a r g o .  N. L> -..........  J u ly  1 4
S p o k a n e ,  W a s h .  . . . J u l y  1 2  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M i n n .  . .Tu lv 1 5 - 1 8

BETHEL HYMNS FOR SEPTEMBER
A f t e r  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  h y m n  t h e  B e t h e l  f a m i l y  l i s t e n s  t o  

t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  “ M y  V o w  U n t o  t h e  L o r d ” , t h e n  j o i n s  i n  
p r a y e r .  A t  t h e  b r e a k f a s t  t a b l e  t h e  M a n n a  t e x t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d .  
( 1 )  1 4 0 ;  ( 2 )  9 5 ;  ( 3 )  1 1 4 ;  ( 4 )  2 3 3 ;  ( 5 )  1 9 3 ;  ( 6 ) 1 2 0 ;  
( 7 )  1 1 2 ;  W  3 2 6 ;  ( 9 )  2 4 9 ;  ( 1 0 )  2 6 7 ;  ( 1 1 )  2 7 9 ;  ( 1 2 )  
2 6 6 ;  ( 1 3 )  2 3 ;  ( 1 4 )  2 0 5 ;  ( 1 5 )  3 2 2 ;  ( 1 6 )  1 0 6 ;  ( 1 7 )  1 3 6 ;  
( 1 8 )  1 2 4 ;  ( 1 9 )  7 4 ;  ( 2 0 )  2 4 4 ;  ( 2 1 )  2 2 6 ;  ( 2 2 )  2 3 5 ;
( 2 3 )  4 4 ;  ( 2 4 )  8 ; ( 2 5 )  3 3 3 ;  ( 2 6 )  3 3 2 ;  ( 2 7 )  2 7 7 ;  ( 2 8 )  
1 1 9 ;  ( 2 9 )  2 2 9 ;  ( 3 0 )  1 6 5 .
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