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Upon the earth distress of natlons with perplexity; the sea and the waves (the restless, discontented) roanng; men’s hearts filling them for fear and for looking
to the things coming upan the earth (socler.g): for the powers of the heavens (ecclesiasticism) shall be shaken. . . _When ye see thege things begin to come to;mn
when know that the Kingdom of God is at hand. Look up, lift up your heads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth nigh.—Matthew 24.33; Mark 13:29: Luke 21 56‘



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Lxtension”, now being
presented in all parts of the civilized world by the WarcH Tower BiBLE & Tract SoCIETY, chartered A.D, 1884, “For the Pro-
motion of Christian Knowledge”. It not ouly serves das a class room where Bible students may mceet in the study of the divine Word but
alvo as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s conventions and of the
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrims’, and refreshed with reports of its conventious.

Our “Berean Lessons' are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published STUDIES most entertainingly arranged, and very
aelpful to all who would nerit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei Minister (V. D, M.), which translated
into English is Minister of God's Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday Sechool Lessons is specially for the older Bible
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated
—redemption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for
all”. (1 Peter 1:19; 1 Timothy 2:6) Duilding up on this sure foundation the gold., silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3: 11-
15; 2 Peter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, itx further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which. . .has
been hid in God, . . . to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdomn of God”—*which in other ages
was not made known unto the sons of men as it s now revealed”.—Ephesians 3:5-9, 10,

It stands free from all partles, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest
subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures, It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
tath zpoken—according to the divine wisdom granted unte us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatie, but confident ;
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the suve promises of God. It is held as a trust, to be used only in his
service ; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his
good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledgze. And we not only invite but urge our
ceaders to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

@hat the church is “the temple of the living God™, peculiarly “his workmanship™; that its constriuction has been in progress throughout
the gospel age—ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the Cluef Carner Stone of his temple, through which, when
finished, God's blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access to him.—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; Ephesians 2;20-22;
Genesis 28:14; Galatians 3: 29,

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these “living stones”, “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together
in the first resurrection: and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout
the Millennium.—Revelation 15:5-8,

d'hat the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God. tasted death for erery
man,” “a ransom for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth eiery man that cometh into the worid”, “in due time”.-—
Hebrews 2:90; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, G.

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is.” be “partakers of the divine nature',” and share his
glory as his joint-heir—1 John 8:2; John 17:24: Romabs &:17; 2 Peter 1: 4,

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every
srace ; to be God's witness to the world ; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.—Iphesiaus 4:12; Matthew 24:
11; Hevelation 1: G; 20:G.

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the

restitution of all that wax Jost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and bhis glorified church,

when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.——\ets 30 19-233; Isaiah 35.
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IN RE CONVENTIONS

Many of the dear friends are anxious to know aboutl convention
dates for the sumnier 1n order that they might make arranscements
tor their vacations. Our Convention Committee has decided that it
will not attempt a bi§ convention such as was held at Cedar Point
last year. Such entails a great deal of expense, both in transpor-
tation and hotels, besidex the long travel. It seems to be the
consensus of opinion that it would be much better for the friends
this year to have a number of conventions than to attempl one
targe general comvention.

[t is the present purpose to hold a convention at Duxver, CoL0.,
for three Jays, June 11-13 This convention would serve the friends
in Colorado, Kansax, Texas, Nebraskn, Wyoming, amid other points.

At SaN TFraNcrsco (or OQakland), Cacir., June 25-27; Los
ANGuLES, CALIR, July 3 35.

Af Tacoma, WASH., July 811, The pnrpose ix to make this the
convention for all the Northwest; and all elasses in this territory
will have the privilege of joining with the Tacoma fitends for u
big public meeting. At MINNEArPOLIs, MiINN.. July 16-18. This
convention will serve the friends for Northern Central States,

At each one of these conventions it 1s expected that Brother
Ruthetford will be present and address both the friends and the
sublic, and a number of the Pilgrim brethren will al<o bhe there.
A more detailed statement will probably appear in our next issue.
We may bhe able then {o announce another convention for the
Middia West or Last for the first week in August

At eaclt one of the vonventions at least a portion of one day
will be devoted specially to the GorpeN Aack, Colporteur, and
other field workers.

Other local conventions, May 29-31, as follows:

Sr. Louts and
81. Josepm, Mo., and Cotumsus, OHlo.

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES

These STUDPIES are recommended to students as veritable Bible
keys, discussing topically every vital doctrine of the Bible. More
than eleven million copies are in circulation, in nineteen languages.
P'rices are net, postpaid, and barely cover cost of production and
handling. Two sizes are issued (in English only) : the regular ma-
roon cloth, gold stamped edition on dull finish paper (size 5”x 73”),
and the maroon cloth pocket edition on thin paper (size 4” x 6§”) ;
both sizes are printed from the same plates, the difference being in
the margins ; both sizes are provided with an appendix of catechistic
questions for convenient class use. DPrices for both editions are
uniform. The leather bound and fine India paper editions formerly
issued are permanently out of stock.

SERIES I, “The Divine Plan of the Ages,” giving outline of the
divine plan revealed in the Bible, relating to man's redemption and
restitution : 350 pages, plus indexes and appendixes. 75c. Magazine
edition 15¢c. Also procurable in Arabic, Armenian, Dano-Norwegian,
Jinnish, French, German, Greek, Ifollandish, Hungarian, Italian,
I'olish, Roumanian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, and Ukrainian;
regular cloth style, price uniform with Iinglish,

Stries II, “The Time is at Hand,” treats of the manner and
time of the Lord’s second coming, considering the Bible testimony
on this subject: 366 pages, 75¢. Obtainable in Dano-Norwegian,
Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

series III, “Thy Kingdom Come,” considers prophecies which
mark events connected with “the time of the end”, the glorification
of the chureh and the establishment of the Millennial kingdom ; it
also vontains a chapter on the Great Pyramid of Egypt, showing its
corroboration of cert.ain 1lible teachings : 350 pages, 7ic. Furnished
also in Dano-Norweglan, Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

Series IV, “The Battle of Armagzddon,” shows that the disso-
lution of the present order of things is in progress and that all of
the human panaceas offered are valueless to avert the end predicted
by the Bible. It vontains a special and extended treatise on our
Lord’s great prophecy of Matthew 21 and also that of. Zechariah
14:1-9: 636G pages, Sde. Also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, Greek,
German, and Swedish.

SERIES V, “The Alonement Between God and Man,” treats an all
important subject, the center around which all features ?f dlv.me
grace revolve. Thix topic deserves the most (’m‘etu'l_ consideration
on the part of all true Christians: 618 pages, 83c. I’rucur;%ble
likewise in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek, and Swedish.

SeriES VI, “The New Creation,” deals with the creative week
(Genesis 1,2), and with the church, God’s new creation._ Tt ex-
amines the personnel, organization, rites, ceremonies, obligations,
and hopes appertaining to those called and ag‘cepted as members of
the body of Christ: T30 pages, £5¢  Supplied also in Dano-Nor-
wegian, Finnish, German, and Swedish.

No foreign editions in the pochet size,
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

T I8 not the husiness of the Lord's people to feed

on the cartior. o the dead and decomposing world

that was. Their food 15 more akin to the ‘feast of
fat things and wines on the lees” which Jehovah has
propared for the strengthemmg and enthusing of the
world under Messiah's kingdom of peace and plenty.
But while the Lord’s people do not feed upon the
current affairs of the world. they are deeply interested
wn watching and in observing them, because in them
thoy see fulfillment of prophecy and signs of the activi-
ties of their Lord and Head.

The Reverend William Allan, Pastor of the Metro-
politan Tabernacle in New York, in asking the question,
“Is the Lord among us or not?" is reported by the New
York American as saying in reply:

“You will observe that the question ix not, *Are the rich
among us or not?' ‘The value of riches we would not dispute,
especially when, in the same person, you have gold wedded
to grace. Neither iv it, ‘Are the falented among us or not?
although when tulent i~ laid at the feet of Christ a valuable

asset is added 1o the power of the gospel. However, if the
Lord is not among us, none of these—riches, talents, or

anything else—can take his place or do what he alone can do.

““T'o have him ;unong us we must be prepuared to pay
the price. There must be no half-measures; no compromise
with the enemy ; no tlirting with the world., Christ must be
mastar; and the key-note of our lives, ‘Tle must increase;
I must decreixe’,

“*When the Lord is among us the spiritually dead will
be quickened into newness of life: the near-sighted will
have length and breadih of spiritual vision ; the fearful be
mude bold lions, fearing not the frown of muan, but
courring only the favor of God. .

“‘One reason why there is xo much cause for complaint
about poor attendance at most churches is because the Lord
is not among us. Tn too many cases Christ is on the oulside
seeking to gzet in, while we are proud of the large sums of
mon-y we are able to raise by our great mass movenments,
acting all the tine o< it <ilver and gold eould take the pluce
of sowritual power and the grace of God, both of which only
¢om when the Lord ns. When he is anmong us
‘it will be noised abroad that he is in the lhouse and the
world will once more tlock to the place where Jesus is.

“Oh, for a retarn ot the old days, with the Lord in the
audst of the assembly of his people, directing and dominat-
e the manifold aetivities of the chureh! ™

as

is amony

i'hey are missing the voice of the Drideeroom

THE WORLD IN THE CHURCH

T'he Interchurch World Movement, alluded to iu the
above quotation, ix having a great deal of publicity these
days. Indeed the movement publishes a paper of its own.
If the support of the great and mighty and astute oues
of the world could bring suceess, this World Movement
would surely be crowned with glorv. But we fear that
the movement ix too nearly just what its name implies

the world moving among the churches, a movement on
the part of the world in and among the professed church
of Christ to dominate its policies and to determine its
course in harmony with worldly wisdom.

In Canada it is called the Interchurch Forward Move-
ment and for the first time in the history of that country
the Anglicans have joined with four other large denom-
inations-~the Baptist, the Methodist, the Presbyterian,
and the Congregationalisl - in a simultancous drive.
There have been two sets of objectives, spiritual and
financial. The results, financial of course, have been
much {o the gratification of the participants. and the
rejoicing of the leaders is great.

But all the denominations do not look with equal
approval upon the Inferchurch World Movement as being
a panacea for all the church’s ills. Some of them seem
to think that it is an added ill. The Southern Baptists
have rejected its approaches kindly but firmly. The
Shreveport (La.) 7'imes rcports the action of seven
local churches, endorsing action previously taken by
the Southern Baptists in Louisville, as follows:

“Inasmuch as the Interchurch World Movement is seek-
ing to superintend and direct the energies of all evangelical
denomingtions ;

“eAnd inasmuch ax puxtors and churchex are being called
upon to join in plans amd programs for promoting this
superchurch organization :

““We, the pastors, deacons, and members of the seven
Baptist churches of Shreveport, Louisiana, in mass meeting
assembled, Jdeem it wixe to faithfully, frankly and frater-
nally state our poxition upon thix movement.

“oltirst of all, we would declare our sincere Christian
affection for all peoples of whatever name or faith who love
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and would give grateful
thianks for that spiritual unity which can neither be made
nor muarred hy mere mechanicil union

“%Ye rejoice ulso in the privilege of cobperating with
those of any [faith} or of Christian faith, in the promotion
of such humanitarian Interests as do not impinge upon the
fundamental principles of conscience and conviction:

ferAnd we hereby aftirm as the supreme standard of our
conduct, not sentiment, nor efliciency, nor the united powers
of divercent organizations, hut the kaw of the Lord Jesus
as eapressed in the New Testament ;

“We cannotl look with favor nor cooperate in conscience
with this intercharch movement.” ™

AN INTERPRETATION DESIRED
The Cincinmati Christion Standard, a Disciple organ,
wishes that someone would be so kind as to come along
and interpret the movement. It says:

“When men organize n stock company, they work out
the details of their enterprise and give the public definite
information concerning it, A religiour movement, in which
the public ix asked to invest sentiment and time and meney,
should operate upon a like basis. Information respecting an
enterprise is the nugget of gold greatly desired.

147



148

“The Interchurch World Movement is an enterprise,
speedily launched, with trumpets at its lips and bells on its
fingers. No other religious movement in the history of the
church has ever made so much noise in such a short time
as has the Interchurch Movement. On borrowed capital, it
has hired a thousand and one brass bands which have been
sent marching down the various streets—all the musicians
playing on their instruments until they are red in the face.
The attention of the public has been enlisted—a noise always
attracts attention. And when the public looks It sees the
extraordinary—if the extraordinary is in sight. Conventions,
conferences, state ‘set-ups’ (each affair costing a fortune),
an army of high-salaried men on Pullman trains and in
first-class hotels, a rental of $350,000 per annum for oflice
space in New York, and other odds and ends of glint and
glure too numerous to mention—it is all passing in bold

relief before the astonished gaze of the world. Naturally,
people everywhere are asking: What's it all about?

“A sympathetic editor answers: ‘It is God's after-the-war
program.’ Another editor avers thut it is Christian union
in active operation—union that has unexpectedly and spon-
mmneously appeared just at the psychological moment when
all the denominations are ready to drop their differences
and join hands in the task of saviug the world. On the
other hand, plitform men (especially at the Atlantic City
Convention) have goue out of their way to explain that the
Interchurch World Movement is not endeavoring to promote
Christian union, and that it exists primarily to strengthen
denominationalism.  Again, bulletins and other official liter-
ature have encouraged federation, even to the extent of
announcing it as a part of the program, and at the same
time Interchurch leaders are on record as having insisted
that the movenment is minus the very suspicion of federation.
And so it goes—oflicial interpretations of the Interchurch
Moventent uare cross-wired, evasive, noncommittal, and, as
a whole,they are about as clear as a London fog.”

It cannot be gainsaid by the most ardent friend of
the movement that commercial and financial interests
are strong therein and that these are much more pro-
nounced than any spiritual phase of the matter. There
is of course quasi-spiritual work for those who are
spiritnally inelined ; hut that does not stand out promin-
ently. The New York News rather implies that besides
being a financial movement in the name of Christ it
also has a strong political coloring, when it states:

“Directors of the Interchurch World Movement announced
today that ‘Big Business’ and ‘Wall Street’ are behind the
nationwide movement {o combat bolshevism and the ‘Reds’,
and that various multi-millionaires are pledged to support

the campaign of education amid relief directed against
radicalism.”
COMMERCIAL INTEREST IN HEATHENDOM

From the Inferchurch Biudletin we take the following
paragraphs which are intended to impress upon the mind
of the reader the fact that missionaries have heen a
real aid to commerce in pagan lands:

“To the missionary China owes her expertness in printing,
as well as cotton and fruit agriculture.

“Siam has become proficient in tanning lenther through
the scientific aid of missionaries.

“Brazil and India have increased the food production of
their soils through the guidance of men of the missions.

“Japan is richer through the introduction of American
fruit trees by the advance agents of Christianlty and
progress.

“Natives of South Africa, formerly unemployed, now
earn wages in sugar plantations and in the cultivation of
cocoa beuns, introduced by missionaries.”

Christianity would seem to be but another name for
good business, as another extract from the same paper

e WATCH TOWER

BROOKLYN, N. ¥.

tends to show. At all events it shows that Christianity.
as is, goes hand in hand with big business:

“George W, Wickersham, formerly United States attorney
wgeneral, says in an interview that there 1s nothing incom-
patible between Christianity and maodern business methods.
A leading lay official of the Episcopal Church declares that
what the churches need more than anything else is a strong
injection of business methods into their management.”

The Bible strongly suggests that there arc several
things more needed in the church than modern business
methods, useful though those might be. A paragraph
from the Cincinnati Christian Leader on “The Coming
of Our Lord” is willing to go half way and admit that
some other things are at least as important:

“Disciples generally do not wish tn see him come; seldomn
if ever, mention his coming, and never, as PPaul and John
did, pray for him to come. No subject is given greater promi-
nence in the sacred Oraeles than the coming of our T.ord,
and no other <ubject is as sadly neclected, unless it e “he
subject of ‘churel finance’. This statement is based upon s
meaxured hy our deportment and our speech, our teach nhg
and preachivg, and our prayers, hoth privately aond publyey -

A VOICE

The Leader, however, is far from being in faver of

the Interchurch World Movement. Editorially it says
on that subject:

“The Iurerchurch World Movenient seems to be one with
jingline bells on its neck and lowd-sounding trumpets in e
mouth. While it proposes great things (7) it Is yer U
appear that it proposes Keriptural aniry and organizaon
amonys the denominations taking a part in it. It 1= ot
being received everywhiere with open arms, even among those
named as the ones to form the merger. The Jowrnal dnd
Alessenger, a Baptist paper, says editorially:

IN PROTEST

“ It is coming more and more to look as though the Bapii-ts,
the Congregationalists and a section of the Disciples are tc be
the principal supporters of the Interchurch World Movement At
leaxt three of the Presbyterian papers are either lukewarm or
positively arraved against it. The Ipiscopalians have asked w©
he counted out. The Southern Baptists are positively against it.
The Methodisis put their own church interests before it, and many
of the Disciples are quite indifferent to it. Some of the smaller
sects, with possibly the Lutherans, may be counted on to .support
it, but so far as now appears, the Baptists have the laboring oar,
and are expected to do a very large proportion of the work. Mr.
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and a few wealthy men in New York, are
standing by, financially, and so long as they are willing to foo?
the bills, the machinery, at least, will he kept in motion.’

“In all that we have read thus far concerning it and what
is proposed to be accomplished by it, we have yet 1o cee
the Bible teaching on the question of becoming a Chrivtian
and living the Christian lite mentioned as the standard by
which all faiths and practices are to be tried and mauasured.
The policy scems to be, *We'll be as you are, and you he as
we are: we'll say nothing about your teaching and practice,
however absurd and un-Seriptural it may be, and you are
to say nothing about our faith and practice, he 1t ever <e
arnal and un-Seripturatl.”

“Any effort to secure apparent unity i sentinment and
organization apart from the doctrme of Christ is wholly
unworthy of the indorsement of any one who professes te
acknowledge the sovereignty of our Lovrd and Savior. Neither
the unity for which he so fervently prayed, nor the orcan-
ization which meets hix approval, nor the spirit of his iife.
can be obtained by rejecting the doctrine of Christ. The
spirit and life of the Christ can not be manifest in the
individual or in the organization of individuals unless there
first be the doctrine of Christ. All talk therefore about
accomplishing a union in spirit and organization withmn
appealing to all to obey the gospel of Christ, ts a cheat. a
fraud, a deception, a device of Satan to deceive the unwary.
It is a conglomerate farcical union for the purpose, chiafly,
to bring the church of Christ into a compromising position
and thus break the force of the distinctive gospel which she
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preaches, or to make her o odious in the sight of all
denominationalists for not uniting in the Movement that
alt will shun her.”

~shortsightedness, or the inability to ‘see afar off, but
ouly the things that are near, may lead to a failure to see
the proper model and will lead to ‘measuring ourselves by
ourselves, and comparing outselves with ourselves,” which
is not recommended as @ wise thing to do. The proper model
is pointed out to us.

“The beloved Apostle John, in his first epistle, says: “Lhat
which was from the beginning, that which we have heard,
that which we have seen with our eyes, that which we
beheld concerning the Word of life, that which we have seen
and heard declare we unto you also, that ye also may have
fellowship with us; yea, and our fellowship is with the
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ’.—1 John 1:1-3.”

WHISTLE STOPS BOAT

The Continent, a leading Preshyterian journal, con-
tains some significant words:

“What is the mutter, anyway? Never did we have so much
money. Never so many great secretaries! Never so much
talk, and a 28,000 slump in membership. Has it taken all
our strength to keep the machine going? I fear we are in
the position of Lincoln’s steamboat that had such a small
engine and big whistle that every time it blew the whistle
the boat had to stop.”

The Aberdeen (Scot.) Daily Journal in giving an
editorial review of an address by a Scottish missionary
to China reveals the fact that the commercial tinge of
“("hrist-ianity” and of “Christian” activities is by no
means limited to this side of the Atlantic or of the
Pacific. Some of its paragraphs read:

“When we suy that the address delivered by Dr. Dugald
{‘hristie on China yesterday to the members of the Aberdeen
Chamber of Cominerce i~ the most interesting that the
members have yet heard we are not detracting in any way
from the high standard maintained since these luucheon-
address gatherings were instituted. The subject cannot be
regarded as o particularly absorbing one, yet Dr. Christie
convineed those present that China has trade possibilities
in directions which are worth the attention of the whole
British commercial comnmunity, and also closely touch Aber-
deen itself, which has already a Chinese tradition built up
by the famous Aberdeen-Line clippers.

“Dr, Christie is the head of the Moukden Medicul College,
Manchuria, and he is proving himself during his visit to
this country to be a missioner in two ways. He desires the
development of the Manchuria College, with which he has
been connected for thirty-eizht years, but he also pleads for
the extension of our commercial relations with that vast
tableland of Eastern Asia over which there are spread
four hundred million people.”

There is no doubt at all that missionaries have aided
commercial advancement in heathen countries. Neither
is there any doubt that such commercial or industrial
advancement has sometimes worked for the benefit of
the natives. That is not the question: the question is
whether these things should be flouted as visible and
tangible fruits of Christianity with a view to cajoling
shekels from the reticent and retiving pockets of the
man of affairs.

The China manager of the Standard Oil Company,
for instance, is. or was recently, an ex-missionary who
had learned the language and the people. All the
evidence goes to show that the Doctor is a very capable
manager and that he has more statistical information
on the Chinese Empire than the Pekin government itself
has. But what has that to do with missions? Nothing
at all ; unless the missions themselves be, as many people
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suspect them to be, really commercial missions instead
of Christian missions. They have not, as a rule, been
established as conimercial missions. There are doubtless
many earnest and honest missionary workers, but they
are just as often indebted to commercial or semi-religious
powers for protection or favors, and this fact tends to
minimize their influence for good.

MESSIAH THE ONLY CAPABLE COMMISSION

A special issue of Babson’s Reports, devoted to the
interchurch cause, suggests how nice it would be if
everything were only nice in the world:

“The question arose as to how to interest the wage-
workers of the country in the church. Also how to re-create
in these wage-workers a desire to produce and take joy in
service. I stated that this could be done only when we
Christian business men, who could afford it, would make 2
real demonstration of public service from the employer's
standpoint. I suggested that we could operate our industries
as a publie trust the same as we do our library associations,
hospital boards and charitable institutions.

“The answer was made that if any one business man did
this at the present time he would be severely criticized by
his associates and perhaps would be misunderstood by his
wife and children. This probably is true, dut would it be
true if a large group did it? If a thousand manufacturers
and merchants, with a gross business of a billion dollars a
year, should agree to use their profits as some impartial
commission might deem best for the community, I am sure
that none of these thousnnd men would be criticized. Instead.
I believe that they would go down into history like the
signers of the Declaration of Independence. They would do
for industry what our forefathers did for democracy.”

And who would constitute such an “impartial com-

mission”? Impartial means, naturally, that the members

. . 4 ’

of such a commission would be of known sympathy with
the donors and not partial to some lower element of
society. 16 any other stratum of society even intimates
the desirability of the very thing Mr. Babson has here
suggested. that <tratum of society at once becomes danger-
ously radical, ved, bolshevistic, ete., ete. But Mr Babson
is perfectly safe in his offer; for no thousand business
men are going to resign their holdings in favor of
an impartial commission,

The Reverend Colonel David Carnegie in an article
in the Toronto (lobe remarks:

“All organized Christianity, which I regard as the ‘Church’,
is involved in the great industrial issues of today. The way
out of the present industrial tangle is the problem. The
increasing dilliculty of living decently and with reasonable
comfort, is wu disturbing element in the consideration of
plans for procuring and maintaining industrial peace. Few
people atre normal. Some despair of reaching any just and
equitable settlemenf. Others are bent on revolution, con-
sidering it inevitable. Well-balanced judgment, courage and
common sense are at a premiuni. Never before has been
such a sense of insecurity in the plans of men.”

“The Church, on this xide of the Atlantic. at any rate,
has taken sides with the employing and governing classex
because of self-interest. She has been disloval and faithless
to the charge committed (o her, but, in spite of all, she
remains the one great avenue through which all that Christi-
anity stands for is expressed. She alone has the spiritual
message for the regeneration of industry.

“How can the Church discover and use (he sccret of her
power? She hus to discover that society umd industry are
ingeparably linked fogether. that underlying both are Tunda-
mental principles of which she is the exponent.

Rhe has Scriptural warrant for taking her place in indus
try. and she holds the only ‘rules of the game’ in commer:
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and manufacture which matter. She cannot escape from

her rightful place in industry.”
THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS AND HIGHER CRITICISM

The Chicago Herald and Ezaminer reports an address
by a Methodist minister thus:

“Methodist ministers were told yesterday that the theo-
logical schools of America are drifting away from the
teachings of Christ, and that the Bible is no longer regarded
by many preachers as the standard of faith.

“Dr. Ilenry PPaul Sloan of the New Jersey annual con-
ference of the Methodist IEpiscopal Church spoke at the
ministers’ meeting held at First Church, Clark and Wash-
ington Sts., on the course of study required by the church
for every minister. He said twenty-five annual conferences
had sent a petition to the coming general conference to be
held at Des Moines next May, demanding the course be
revised.

“*‘Many Methodist ministers disbelieve some of the funda-
mental conceptions of Christianity and teach the higher
criticism, which is destructive of the foundations of evan-
gelical belief.’ said the speaker.”

At least one preacher had more religion than he could
comfortably hold, according to the statement in the
Hamilton (Ont.) Herald of the Reverend Mr. F. W.
Hollinrake upon resigning his pastorate of twenty-
BIX years:

*‘Inasmuch as many friends are asking why I have
decided to withdraw from the pastorate of Barton street
church this coming conference, it seems only fair that I
should make some explanation. This local action became a
necessity because of my decision to withdraw from the
Methodist church, and this latter decision has been reached
after much conflict of soul, because I find myself out of
harmony with the polity and teachings of the church in
which T was brought up, and with which I have been con-
nected as a student and minister for 29 years.

‘ ‘My acceptance, teaching and preaching of the premillen-
nlal view of Christ’s coming kingdom is the primary reason
for my action. Since Jesus and his apostles all taught that
he was coming for his church and then afterwards for the
purpose of establishing the kingdom of God on earth, I
cannot do otherwise than believe this. The acceptance of
this teaching brings joy to my soul and is the main inspir-
ation of my preachings.

e WATCH TOWER

BROOKLYN, N, Y.

“‘On the other hand the teaching and preaching of this
premillennial truth the Methodist church repudiates ang
will have none of it. While individuals in other communions
do not hesitate to combat this interpretation of Scripture,
yet Methodism acts as though it were commissioned with
the divine tusk of rooting out premillennialism as a noxious
growth from the theological field. Interpreting the Scriptures
as I do, I am forced to two conclusions:

“ ‘(1) That present-day church agencies are not intended
in the plan of God to bring about the conversion of the
world, but rather the evangelization of the world that s
people may be called out from all nations to form the
church which is his body.

‘“*(2) That this age of grace will end in judgment as
other former dispensations, because of the sin of the world
and the apostasy of the professing church. Taking this
position and accepting the Scriptures just as they read, 1
find myself out of hurmony with my church on the question
of the inspiration and divine authority of the Word of God.””

‘“‘Implicitly do I believe that holy men of old wrote as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost, and when they say
that Jesus is coming again I cannot do otherwise than
believe, teach and preach it, even though the position created
be so uncomfortable as to lead to my going out of my church.
The whole question of the supernatural stands or falls with
the acceptance or rejection of the words of Jesus and Pau}
as being inspired of the Holy Ghost.

“*Coincident with this all but general challenging of the
inspiration and authority of the Word of God, there has
come to pass a decided doctrinal declension in the church.
The deity of our Lord is being denied. The substitutionary
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross for our sins through the
shedding of his precious blood is relegated to the heap
as a worn-out doctrine.

“ “This doctrinal declension is becoming so marked today
that it would seem impossible to hépe for improvement by
remaining in the denomination.

“*“The blessed hope as bound up in the premillennia}
position accentuating, as it does, the spiritual in all my inner
life and outward activity, forces me to pronounce the stress
laid on social service by my church a mistake.'”

‘“‘Since preaching boldly the truth, as God has given me
to see it, means constant friction, locally as well as in wider
circles, resulting in breaking of fellowship, life is thus
robbed of much of its real joy. 1 must now seek fellowship
among those who sympathize with my views,”

"AND BE YE THANKFUL”

“In every thing gire thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you”"—1 Thessalonians §: 18,

part of God’s will for us. In another place the
same Apostle impresses upon our minds the impor-

tance of gratitude by sayving. “lLet the peace of God rule
in your hearts. to the which also ye are called in one
body 5 and be ye thankful”. (Colossians 3:15) One of the
most reprehensible things in the world is ingratitude.
Indeed, ingratitude stands out as a most prominent factor
in human experience. The Apostle says as much in
describing the causcs which have contributed so largely
to human depravity. Coneccrning the Gentiles he says:
“When they knew God, they glorified him not as God,
neither were thankful; hut became vain in their imagina-
tions, and their foolish heart was darkened”.—Rom. 1:21.
Gratitude is like a box of ointment which blesses not
only the possessor but fills the room and the whole house
with its pleasing aroma. Tt is suggestive of the finer
things of life. Gratitude i= a humble recognition and

THAN KFULNESS is here described as being a

heart acknowledgment of benefactions received or of
benevolent intentions exercised on our behalf. We find
it springing forth (1) when we are not expecting such
#ood deeds or good wishes, (2) when we have no legal
claim to them, or (3) when we had expected bare justice
and got merey or clemency instead. Gratitude is a
special affection which scems to combine kindly feeling
with some sort of cmotional recognition of superiority,
i one act at least.

GOD’'S GOODNESS APPRECIATED

Giratitude begins with appreciation. We come to ap-
preciate God’s goodness, as revealed in his Word. Our
minds grasp some of the facts involved; we con them
over; we reflect upon and admire them; we appreciate
God’s wisdom and God’s interest in mankind as mani-
fested in his wonderful provision for their blessing.
If this mental appreciation of God’s qualities finde
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tesponse in our hearts, then appreciation simks down into
and takes hold of our inmost allections. Appreciation
thus grows into gratitude, and gratitude is merely a
modern word for thankfulness.

If the heart be full of gratitude it will seek avenues
of expression. At every appropriate opportunity, at
every reasonable opening, the grateful heart will seek
to call attention to the goodness of God as it shines in
the face of Jesus Christ. The thank{ul person will not
he among those who “give not God the glory”.

We find our gratitude going out first toward God
Jehovah.,  Thankfulness is a part of our devotional
attitude toward him. As the Apostle expresses it: “In
every thing by prayer and supplication with thanks-
giving let vour requests he made known unto God”.
- -Philippians 4: 6.

“Iountaim eof merey. whose pervading eye

Can look within and see what passes there

Aceept my thoughts for thanks: I have no words -
My soul, o'erfraught with gratitude,

Rejects the use of languace: Lord, behold my heart!™

Secondly, our gratitude goes out not only to Jehovah
and to his Son Jesus, who ave vastly our superior in
every respect, but also toward our equals, toward those
on the same planc of being, for deeds of bencfaction
and sympathy. Thirdly, it is not an unknown thing that
our gratitude go out to inferiors. It ix hard to imagine
ourselvex heing grateful to a hog, but we might under
certain circumstances be verv grateful to a dog or to
a horse.

In respect to those on the same plane of heing as
ourselves, the Apostle gives us a recipe whereby appre-
ciation and gratitude may develop. ile cays: *“Let each
esteem other better than themselves™. (Philippians 2: 3)
If we have a true appreciation of our own shortecomings
and an equally true appreciation of the points of virtue
im other members of the hody of Christ we can honestly
ook about us and say to ourselves: I wisch that I had
the fortitude of that sister, the courage of that brother,
the generosity of mind of this one, or the kindness of
heart of that onc. [f we are unable to see some adn.ir-
able fruit of the spirit in other members of the body of
Christ it 1s an unfavorable sign a~ respects our own
spiritual health. “He that loveth not hirs hrother whom
he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not

~<een? ™ 1 Jdohn 4- 20

FOUNTAIN AND CHANNEL OF MERCY

But though there are contmually occasions for grati-
tude toward our brethren, toward members of the human
race, or toward lower orders of anmmal life. there can be
no question that the chiet reeipients of our thankfulness
are Jehovah God and his Son Jesus Christ our Savior.
A= the aunthor and sonrce of everv hounly Jehovah
deserves all the gratitude we can muster  As the channel
for comveving those blessings to us our Lord Jesus should
be likewise honored, This is not a mere matter of court
ctiquette or set form. It is not an unpleasant duty to
perform in any perfnnctors manner. 1t is a genuine
attitude of heart toward God for his goodness toward
ns, or it 18 nothimg at all. Doubtless one of the reasons
why Jehovah <o approved of King David, lay in the
fact that he was grateful. thankful. filled with appre-
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ciation of his own unworthiness and of God’s great
kindness. On one occasion he said: “Bless the Lord, O
my soul. aud forget not all his benefits”. (Psalm 103:2)
Divine benefits, heavenly boons, are so numerous and
ever present that we are sure to forget some of them,
but it is a matter wholly without excuse if we forger
them all. Some go much further than this and saj.
“There 15 no God” (Psalm 53:1), even while subsisting
on the very henetits which God has provided, even while
employving the very breath and the very power of speech
which his wisdom made possible for man.

“When alt thy mereies, O my God,

My rwing soul surveys,

Transported with the view I'm

In wonder, love, and prawse”

lost

The tendency to ingratitude is attributable to Satan.
the father of it. When he was set as the covering cherub
in iden, mstead of using his extraordinary opportunities
for glorifymg (od and for strengthening in man the
tendency toward thankfulness, he misused his powers and
sueceeded in impressing on Mother Eve’s mind an up-
eratetul thought. This thought was to the effect that
God was trying to keep some blessing from them and
that he was doing =0 with jealousy as a motive.

INGRATITUDE AND ISRAEL

Ingratitude lay at the base of the sms of fleshly
[srael. In Deuteronomy 83 9: 5, 6, and in other places.
the Lord through Moses strove to impress upon the
nunds of the Israelites the blessings of gratitude and the
baneful vesults of unthankfulness. He says: “Beware
lest thou forget Jehovah thy God, . . . [and] thy
heart be litted up, and thou forget Jehovah thy God, whe
hrought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, and out of
the house of bondage; who led thee through the great
and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents ano
scorprons, and thirsty ground where was no water ; wno
hrought thee forth water out of the rock of lint; wne
fed thee in the wilderness with manna. which thy fathers
knew not 5 that he might humble thee, and that he migh:
prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end: and lest
thou ~ay in thy heart, My power and the might of my
hand hath  gotten mwe this wealth  But thou shal
remember Jehovah thy God, for 1t s he that giveth
thee power to et wealth,” )

The Psalinest David m a burst of gratitude devoter

the whote thirty-third Psalm to reviewing the bene-
factions of Jehoval, Among other things he says: “*Tne
carth is full of the loving kindness of Jehovah.
Let all the carth fear Jehovah; let all the inhabitanms
of the world stand m awe of him. For he spake, and n
was done: he commanded. and 1t stood fast. Jehovab
brimeeth the counscl of {he nations to naught ; he makoetr
the thoughts of the peoples to be of no effect. [But] the
vounsel of JTehovah standeth fast for ever, the thoughte
of hiv heart to all generations.  Blessed is the nation
whose God 14 .Jehovah. the people whom he hath choser
tor his own mheritanee, Our soul hath waited for
Jdehovah; he iz our help and our shield. For our heart
shall vejoice in him. because we have trusted in has
holy mame. Let thy loving kindness, O Jehovah, be
upon u<, according as we have hoped 1n thee.”

There are wany occasions for our gratitude towary
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Jehovah. Some of them may be profitably mentioned:
We can and should be thankful for the support of our
being--for life, even fragmentary life.
“Lord, I am glad for the great gift of living:
Glad for life's day of bright sun and of rain;
Grateful for toil, with an endless thanksgiving;
Grateful for laughter, and grateful for pain.”
What if the life which we now have is heset with all
manner of imperfections and difficulties? It is the only
life we have; and it behooves us to make use of this
much of divine favor. Surely we cannot be ungrateful
toward him who “holdeth our soul in lile, and suffereth
aot our feet to be moved”.—Psalm 66: 9.

FOOD, RAIMENT, SHELTER, SENSE

As contributing to the support of our being, and as
making possible a continuance of the lessons and experi-
ences which the Lord would have us learn as new
creatures, we have the divine provision for food, for
caiment, and for shelter for the natural body. Without
Jehovah’s wonderful provision for productiveness of the
earth’s surface we could not have any of these things,
anless special miracles were worked on our behalf. Bible
history shows us that cven when as marvelous a thing
as bread from heaven was given the Jews the time came
when their appreciation lagged and even died. There is
great danger of overlooking God’s provision for our daily
veeds and of thinking or saying that our own astuteness
and energy have brought us these things.

Again, we can and should be thankful to the Lord for
the delight of our senses—for the privilege of seeing,
tearing, tasting, touching, and smelling. These are the
snly avenues by which sense perception cau reach us.
{f all of these things were suddenly removed from us we
would be in a veritable living death. Indeed, it is
foubtful whether the body would continue to function
for any length of time. All of these senses have been
used of the Lord as figures of specch to convey to our
alt-too-dulled perceptions some idea of the truth which
ne wished to bring to us. Even the natural and daily
axercise of these semses becomes a delight to the thank-
tul heart.

*“There (= something in the sunlight
Which [ never saw hefore:
There’s a note within the rohin’s song
I did not hear of yore.”
And again:
“Sweer prospects, sweet birds, and sweet flowers,
Have all zained new xweetness to me”

Another occasion for gratitude is the privilege of
agreeable exercise of our rational faculties. We are in-
nited to do this by none less than Jehovah himself:
“Come now, and let us reason together”. (Isaiah 1:18)
All the sublime subjects, all the exalted prospects brought
to our attention in the Lord’s Word could not be con-
stdered by us If the human organism had not been
sndowed with such faculties as make it possible for us
o think in some degree from God’s standpoint.

EARTHLY HOME AND FRIENDS
We can be grateful for earthly home and friends. Not
4l of the Lord’s people have an carthly home; but all
of them have friends. Nearly, if not quite all, have had
some kind of home in their lifetime. They can be thank-
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ful for this because it furnishes a basis of comparison
with the hcavenly home, the home that is to be, and
where no difliculties and no imperfections, no death, no
unhappiness shall enter. The highest form of friendship
is that which exists between those of similar characters;
and since all the Lord’s people are striving to please the
came Lord and have more in common than any other
group of people on earth they have a basis for the truest,
most lasting. and most fruitful friendship. This friend-
ship ix sorely tried; it is constantly put to the test
because of imperfections in the organisms of those whom
the Master has called friends. But there is unspeakably
valuable practice in it all, to say nothing of the joys of
gratitude toward God that he has not left us alone in
the narrow way.

We will not overlook nor fail to be thankful for the
privilege of having responded to the high, the heavenly
calling.

“Not asloue hath grace redeemed me,
~ Bought me with Christ’s precious blood,
Sought me out when I a stranger
Wandered from the fold of God:
But beyond this great salvation
God hath shown me wondrous grace,

Called me with n heavenly ecalling
Ever to behold his face.”

In running for the prize of this high calling we have
many privileges of divine service. In the first place we
have the incomparable honor of being brought into the
divine family through Jesus, the only means of access to
God. Then we have the privilege of practicing with
cerfain possessions. None of the Lord’s people has vast
possessions; but each has something. And with that
something we can demonstrate either our faithfulness or
unfaithfulness so thoroughly that the King of kings and
the Lord of lords will determine our destiny in harmony,
with our conduct. Suppose we had absolutely nothing,
not even a pocket knife or a watch or a lead penecil:
how would we practice? We can surely be grateful for
possessions, though they do increase our responsibility.
Likewise, we all have some time, some personal influence,
some education, some experience, some power of utter-
ance with which we can practice and demonstrate to
the Lord our good intentions and the honesty of our
desire to serve him.

DIVINE INSTRUCTIVE METHODS

Perhaps we are not always grateful enough for the
methods which the Lord uses in instructing us. Surely
we should he thankful for the freedom he allows us in
our consectuted way. He deals with us in such 2 manner
as not to rmalie automatons out of us, but rather in such
a way a- to cnable us to worship God in spirit and in
truth. I'be instructive providences which he gives us
are with a view to convincing us of the desirability uf
his way, and of the inferiority of our own. Sometimes
this end is best accomplished in us by letting us have
our way, just to show us how miserable our judgment
or our taste is, just to let us see how unutterably better
it had heen to have followed more carefully the Lord's
instructions. If we try long enough and hard enough to
have our own way very likely he will let us have it, but
there will be corresponding leanness of soul.—Psa. 106 :15.

The grateful, thankful heart may go on from grace to
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grace, from strength to strength, from knowledge to
knowledge, from attainment to attainment; but if grati-
tude begins to wane and our advantages are accepted
either as matters of our own attainment or of good luck,
in that same proportion we will find ourselves growing
.cold spiritually; and with unthankfulness will come
unholiness, spiritual conceit and pride, and all of this
will lead to spiritual dearth, and, if persisted in, to
spiritual death.

It is plain, therefore, that in the cultivation of the
spirit of praise, thanksgiving, and loving appreciation
of the manifest goodness of God, is the Christian’s
secret of a happy life. And in order to the cultivation
of such a spirit it is necessary that we continually call
to mind Jehovah’s acts of mercy and of grace; that in
our prayers we frequently tell him how all his goodness
is remembered, how cvery fresh evidence of his love
and care causes faith to take deeper root and makes
the sense of his presence and favor more fully realized.
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Thankfulness will make every trial and sacrifice on
our part seem small and proportionately easy to be
oftered; and it will make all of God’s mercies and
favors toward us proportionately grand and great and
Inspiring.

“Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only
doeth wondrous things. And blessed be his glorious
name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with
his glorv; Amen, and Amen.”—Psalm 72:18, 19.

“Father, whate'er of earthly bliss
Thy sovereign will denies,

Accepted at thy throne of grace,
l.et this petition rise.

“Give ue a ealm, a thankful heart
I'rom every murmur free:

‘The blessings of thy grace impuart,
And make me live to thee.

“Let the sweet thought that thou art mine
My every hour attend;

Thy presence through my journey shine,
And crown my journey’s end.”

MEMORIAL REPORTS

FTER sundown on the evening of April 2, A.D. 33,
our blessed Lord Jesus instituted a Memorial of
his antitypical fulfillment of the Jewish Pass-

over Supper. To his followers he said: “This do in
remembrance of me”. After sundown on the evening of
April 2, A. D. 1920, brethren and followers of the Lord
who appreciate the significance of the antitype met
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in scattered groups i many parts of the earth to obey
the Master’s behest and to remind themselves by symbols
of some of the most precious and intimate facts relating
to their Christian experiences.

At the time of going to press we have heard from only
part of the classes, but such as have reported we list
below-—all those whose attendance was thirty or over:

New Brighton, Pa. St. Petersburg, Fla. .
Springfield, Mass. . Bloomfield, N. I,
Watertown, N. Y. Burlington, Wash,
Flint, Mich, ..... Canton, Ohio
Jackson, Mich. . Elizabeth,
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BROTHER GILLESPIE’'S COURSE ENDED

Oakland, Calif. . ... _164 Pnsadena Cal.
Manor Park, (Lon. 158 York, Pa.
Edinburgh, Scot. . 154 Bay City, Mich.
San Antonio, Tex 149 Panama, R. I'
Spokane, Wash, 140 Fresno, Calif.
Tacoma, Wash, 140 Croydon, Eng.
Toledo, Ohio .. .. 139 Hull, Eng. ....
Minneapolis, Minn 132 Sharon, Pa. ...
Milwanﬁee, Wis. . Sz Southend-on-Sea, | BS
Leeds, Eng. 118 Denam, France 7
Bristol, Iing. 11 Ham]lton, Ont.
«Genrzetown, D B Wallasey, Eng.
ANY of our readers have known Pilgrim Brother

J. A. Gillespie, as he has travelled from town to town

and from ecity to city with words of comfort and cheer
from (God’s Word. We are just informed that he has finished
his course of sacrifice, faithful in embracing opportunities
for service of the truth till the last.

He died in sleep at Akron, Olio, IFriday evening, at 6
e'clock, April 23, The immediate cause of death was described
as being high blood pressure and exhaustion. Up to within
a few days of his demise Brother Gillespie was serving both
friends and public with the truth in both the oral and the

mute languages.
in hix pocket:

“John A. Gillespie, born in Pennsylvania, June 3, 1845 ;
educated in Towa State University; enhsted and served 1n
the 20th Towa Cavalry in the Civil War two years and three
months; taught public school two terms; taught six years
in the Iowa School for the Deaf: served nineteen years as
Superintendent of the Nebraska School for the Deaf at
Omaha, Neb. ; author of “The Auricular Method of Teaching
the Semi-Deaf”: found the truth, God's plan, about 1910;
served as a Pilgrim under auspices of I.B.S.A. from 1912 —

The following brief information was found



SOUL SENSE

[Some earnest and clear-sighted student of the Scriptures has written the following interesting treatise on the soml.
It came to us as sheets from a magazine, with no page headings. It is <o fully in harmony with our own understanding
on the subject that we offer the major portion of it in reproduction.—Ed. Com.]

meaning of an individual’s statement is by what

he says. T'o assume any other meaning than what
1s said, is sheer nonsense. This is preéminently true of
the soul question, which, in the light of Holy Scripture
alone, is as plain as A B8 ¢. But when a person accepts
absurd and ridiculous human interpretations about the
soul, in place of the sensible teachings of the Bible, he
becomes almost case-hardened against the fundamental
truths of the gospel.

The first one to assume that man by nature is im-
mortal was Satan. In Genesis 3:4 may be found that
sentence sermon in which the wily foe injected a “not”
into the very words of God, making them read, “Ye shall
not surcly die”. So the author of the popular theory
that all men are immortal is the one whom Jesus
declared to be “a liar from the beginning”. Yet in spite
of all the world’s cemeteries. life insurance corporations,
wills, hearses, undertakers, tombstones, etc., the devil’s
first lie to man is insistently, persistently, but not
consistently, peddled to-day, particularly in the general
run of funeral discourses.

Said a little fellow to his widowed mother, at his
father’s grave: “Why did our pastor say that papa
went to heaven, when he knows we put him in the
grave? Mamma, why do you look up? Isn’t papa in
the ground?”

“0Of course, the body is in the ground,” says one;
“pbut what about the sonl?” As though a supposed con-
scious entity could live on independent of the body! If
such were the case, why the need of a resurrection to
saddle a material body on a supposedly conscious, in-
visible, happy spirit? And where are such invisible
butterflies before the birth of the body? He who assumes,
as Satan suggested, that man has an immor.al something
which lives on after death, independent of the body, has
also created the need of supposed intermediate states
for such supposed conscious spirits.

THE only possible way to nnderstand correctly. the

PAVES THE ROAD TO NONSENSE

Such a theory not only discounts and muddles the
plain Scriptural truth concerning certain parables, vis-
ions, the resurrcction, the judgment, the second advent,
rewards and punishments, and not only paves the way
for spiritualism- -the devil’s masterpiece in deception-
but such a nonsensical and un-Scriptural assumption
most logically and inevitably leads one to believe in an
eternally burning lahe of fire and everlasting punishing.
instead of “everlasting punish-ment”. As if the wages
of sin were cternal life! As if the devil himsclf were the
Lord’s trusty immortal (?) servant and ally, instead of
being a lying, decciving, wonder-performing adversary,
who is himself doomed for destruction. and who well
knows it, too.-—Revelation 12: 12,

Spirit and soul are mentioned in the Bible over 870
times; but not once are they said to be immortal or
never dving. But we do read, in Ezekiel 18: 4, 20, “The
soul that sinneth, it shall die”. Dlease note: "It chall
“1t shall die.”” 1t <hall die.”

die™,

But what is the soul?

First, I desire to say, I am no hair-splitting theologian.
I have no pet theories of my own to present. I shall not-
go bevond nor above what is written, but shall endeavor
to call attention to what the Word of God says about the
soul, and how the word “soul” is generally used in the
Bible, from Genesis to Revelation.

God is the “fountain of life”. (Psalm 36:9) He has
given life and breath to all. (Acts 17:25) All creatures
have breath. They could not live without it. Further-
more, all creatures have “onc breath”. (Eeclesiastes 3:
19) T.et no one assume that the breath of life is am
immortal, conscious entity; for that would inevitably
tie one to the logical conclusion that every creature that
crawls, jumps, runs, swims, or flies, likewise has ap
immortal soul of such conception. Of all creatures, man-
only was made in the image and likeness of God. As an
accountable being, he alone has hope beyond the grave,
yet only through Jesns Christ, who holds the keys.

But how was man created, and what is the soul?

LIKE A “DEAD” LOCOMOTIVE

Genesis 2: 7 explains all. And remember, this is the
first place in the Bible where the soul is mentioned.
Now in all simplicity, please note what it says: “The
Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life [not an
immortal soul] ; and man became a living soul”. Though
formed in the image and likeness of God, man was
lifeless until he received “the breath of life”. As the
result of receiving “the breath of life”, the formed man
became a living soul. The bodily organs were then active.
There was function. There were thoughts. The whole
living, throbbing man is the living soul.

But when man loses that same “breath of life”; bodily
functions have ceased entirely, and man is still in death.
Without the “breath of life” man can no more be active
than can a “dead” locomotive pull a train of cars. And
on the other hand, “the breath of life” can no more live
on, and think and act, independently of the body, than
can coal, water, and fire, without the locomotive, pull
a train of cars.

The whole living man is the living soul, but not an
immortal sonl. s eternal life was conditioned on
ohedienee. After the fall. he was <hut away from the
vnarded “tree of life”, lest he partake of it. after he had
sinned, and live forever, Sinners are never to be im-
mortalized. The unbeliever is to perish. John 3:16.

EASY MARKS FOR PURGATORY

1 have before me a catechism entitled, “Catechism for
the Catholie Parochial Schools of the United States,” by
W. Farber. On page 11 the question is asked:

“How did God make man?”

Then the question 1s answered thus:

“(lod made the body of Adam out of earth, angd
hreathed an immmortal soul into it.”

Yet all the time, the Roman Catholie Douay version of
the Bible truthinlly sayvs, *“God formed man from the
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slime of the carth, and breathed into his face the breath
of life, and man became a living ~oul™. When people accept
the dogmatic, superstitions fables of human cateehisms
i place of the sensible truths of Holy Seripture, they
are thus led on to a blind helief in intermediate states,
saint worship. prayers for the dead, masses; and they
hecome easy marks for purgatorial exploiters.

I repeat, The entire living man 1# the living soul.
"The breath of life and the spirit of lile ave one and the
same. Sce Job 27:3; 33:4; Psalm 104:29; and James
2: 206, margin, Genesis 7: 21, 92, margin, speaks explic-
itly of “the breath of the spirit of life”.

When we read. in the daily press, headlines to the
effect that <o many souls were drowned. burned, or other-
wise killed, everybody knows at once that so many
persons were killed ; and that is strietly the soul sense
of the Bible. But when the same word is used by theo-
logians in religious circles, especially in the general
funeral service., too many imagine that it means a sort
of invisible, immortal, conscious butterfly something
altogether apart from the hody; and that is solely
nonsense.

A HANDCUFFED SOUL

Quoting Genesis 2: 7, Paul declares, in 1 Corinthians
15: 45, that “Adam was made a living soul”——mnot that
an immortal soul was given him, but he was made a
living soul. Since then, souls are “horn”, as we read in
(Genesis 46:15, 18, 22, 25. Souls have cars, lips, and
hands, Leviticus 5:1-4 informs us; and have blood,
according to Jeremiah 2:34. We read, in Leviticus 7:
27 and Luke 12: 19, that souls eat; and in Proverbs 25:
25, that they drink. In Genesis 46: 27 and Exodus 1: 5,
we read of seventy souls going down into Egypt: and
Deuteronomy 10: 22 says they were persons. Persons, in
turn, are souls, we are imnformed in Gen, 14:21, margin.

Joseph’s soul was *laid in irons”. (Psalm 105:18)
Imagine the constable going down the street with an
invisible butterfly soul securely handeuffed.

Souls ean be bought. (Leviticus 22:11) Imagine a
slave buyer having the popular conception of a soul
“knocked down™ to him for a few thousand dollars. and
then have the sati-fymg lask of walking off with it. You
know that slaves arve bought to work:; but in Proverbs
19:15, 16, we read that souls can be idle.

Psalm 63:9 says that Saul sought for David's soul.
C‘ould any one have convinced Raul that he had it.
nntil he had the man David himself?

Acts 27: 37 tells about 276 soulx being shipwrecked ;
and 1 Peter 2: 20 with Genesis 7:21, 22 tells of souls
heing drowned. Tsaiah 47: 14, margin, informs us that
they ean be burned. So concerning this first death, souls
can be put to death by man; but concerning the second
death, only the Lord can administer that. (Matthew 10:
28 and Luke 12:4, 5) Joshua, with his sword. “utterly
destroyed” souls. “Every man they smote, . . . neither
left they any to breathe.”” (Joshua 10: 28, 30, 32, 35, 37.
39. 40 11:11. 14) So living souls breathe, but dead
souls do mnot. When the hreath of the spirit of life
permanently leaves the man, he is dead ; he is absolutely
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unconscious, and soon molders away in the tomb. See
Feelesiastes 12:7; Psaln 104:29 0 James 2:26, margin
Pealm 146: 3, 4; and Ecclesiastes 9: 5, 6, 10.

* k%

Why will professedly Protestant Christian ministers
persist in serving the chaff of the “‘immortal soul”
theory, “trimmed” with the red-hot sauce of “everlasting
torment”, when the world is fairly starving for the soul-
satisfying truths of the Word of God? Life only through
Christ, to the individual believer. is the sensible teaching
of the Book.

THE DEVIL’S BANYAN TREE

In that first lic to man, the devil planted the seed of
the “immortal soul tree”. like the banyan tree, it has
dipped down into the carnal heart, and has grown to
monstrous proportions, cursing the entire world with all
its heavily loaded and baleful fruit. Yet that old tree
must come down ; for the Word says, “Ivery plant which
my heavenly Father hath not planted shall be rooted up™.
(Matthew 15:13) Its branches are not a safe place in
which to roost. Those who humble themselves to come
down out of that old Babylonian tree, and build safely
upon the Word of God, will have access to the tree of life.

After partaking of the following symposium, mark
these important texts in your own Bible. God is “im-
mortal” (1 Timothy 1:17) God “only hath immortal-
ity”. (1 Timothy 6:16) Christ “hath brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel”. (2 Timothy
1:10) Man ix “mortal” (Job 4:17), and must “by
palient continuance in well-doing seek for glory and
honor and immortality. eternal life”. (Romans 2:7)
Such are to he “clothed upon™, “swallowed up of life”
(2 Corinthians 5: 1 - 1) -mot unclothed, as though some
invigible bhutterflv spirit were o he released from the
bodv; but clothed upon. Who cver saw an overcoat
[ walking | around without a per<on in it? The breath-
less Punch and Judy talk only when the hreathing
ventriloquist 1s on duty.

Mortal helievers are to “put on immortality” at
Christ’s second coming. (1 Corinthians 15:51-733; 1
Thes<alonians 4:16-18: Revelation 20:5, 6) Thus
cternal hie 1w a “gift of God™ throngh Jesus Christ, but
only to the mndivadual beliver. (Romans 6: 23 ; John 3:
165 Revelation 22:11) ~He that hath the Son hath
Life.” (1 Johm 5: 11,12} Like Abraham’s promised seed
and the inheritance, God “calleth thosc things which be
not as though they were™ (Romans 4:17%), because of
the certamty of it all. By faith, the individual believer
has cternal life, even as a man receives a bank check.
Jut the “eternal 1ife™ check will not be actually eashed
until the ~econd coming of Christ; “for ye are dead, and
vour Iife ix hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who
is our life, shall appear, fhen shall ve also appear with
him m glory ™. -Colossians 3: 3, 1.

Take God at his word. He means what he savs, and
has said just what he means. Anti-biblical t@ao‘hing is
nonsgense.  What is the ¢haff to the wheat?



WHERE ARE OUR DEAD LOVED ONES?

[ We reprint the following article from the Christian Leader, of Cincinnati, beecausxe of its notable faithfulness to the
Bible teaching. It will be recalled by some of our readers that it was the Leader which supported Elder White in
hts debate with Brother Russell in 1908. It is gratifying to know that most of the points for which Brother Russell
contended in that debate are now published on the first page of an opposing paper. Our interest is in the spread of the
truth; and if some do not see the particular work which Is ours because of our understanding of the second presence of
Christ, we can at least rejoice to the extent that the good news is being spread by any one. The italics are not ours.]

N A recent issue of the Leader some brother was
I asking that someone give him some information as

to the punishment of the dead, and as yet I have
seen nothing in the Leader columns [in reply] to this
inquiry. Brethren, when we consider the importance of
this question, it should not pass unnoticed; for since
death is pronounced on all men, why should not we be
willing to “search the Secriptures, for in them ye think
ye have everlasting life, and they are they that testify
of me”?

Now for a few Scriptures for our consideration. First,
let us go to the beginning, yea, before death was abroad
in the land. The God that made “all things”, including
man, told the “highest” of his earthly creation to “dress
and keep the garden”, and that he could eat of all the
fruit of the garden except of the tree in the midst, which
was the tree of knowledge of “good and evil”, and if he
ate of it “that day he should surely die”. Dear reader,
look again at this word, die; this means nothing else but
cease to live. Webster says, “Die—to expire, perish”.
Then if Adam’s curse, which the Lord that made him
told him “he should surely die”, then he perished, not
living on earth or clsewhere, but is dead. For God, who
cannot lie, pronounced this sentence upon him, and if it
were not for our adversary appearing on the scene and
making an opposite statement, that live (and a great
majority of her children still believe, and take it in
prefercnce of the blessed Lord’s statement) would not
die. Remember he is the father of lies. He did not tell
the truth to Mother Bve, for she did die as God said she
would. so she and Father Adam brought death on the
earth. “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall
all be made alive.” (1 Corinthians 15:22) So we see,
dear reader, we shall not remain dead, for Christ bought
us with his own blood. “For since by man came death,
by [one] man came also the resurrection of the dead.”
(1 Corinthians 15:21) Then remember, “Ye are not
your own, for ye are bought with a price”. (1 Corinthians
6:19) (Christ’s life the price.) Again we see that
Jehovah, God, did not let the human race remain dead,
but that he “gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish [die} but have ever-
lasting life”. (John 3:16) It took this perfect life
(man), dear reader, to restore or purchase us back from
the dead state. “I am the light of the world; he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have
the light of life.” (John 8:12) Again: “Christ came
to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many”.
-—Matthew 20: 28.

We have seen that it was the sin of our parents that
brought death into the world. “For the wages of sin is

death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6: 23) Let us note the abhove
quotation of Saint Paul. He did not say that the “wages
of sin ig” eternal, everlasting tortures, nor that it was
life on some other plane; but it was death. So we see
here that neither God nor Saint Paul agree with Satan
that Eve “did not die”. And, too, there is nothing in the
Holy Bible, in speaking of the departure of the people,
that would indicate that they were more alive after they
left this world than before, but to the contrary we read:
“And they slept with their fathers,” “They were laid to
sleep,” “Sleep the sleep of death,” “Sleep in the dust”.
While there are many morce kindred remarks, let this
suffice.

Now we have seen somewhat at length that our loved
ones really die, not living in torture, nor elsewhere ; now
let’s see where they go. We will consult the wisest man
that has ever lived, first: “Whatsoever thy hands find to
do, do it with thy might, for there is no work, nor device.
nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither thou
goest”. (Lcclesiastes 9:10) Now, to the fairminded
this would be sufficient proof that everybody went to
their graves at death, but let us hear “the man after
God’s own heart”: “O Lord, thou hast brought up my
soul from the grave”. (Psalm 30:3) Another, the
most patient man, testifies in these words: “His soul
draweth near unto the grave”. (Job 33:22) The great
old Prophet said that the good and the bad went to the
same place. The perfect man, Christ, “made his grave
with the wicked”.—Tsaiah 53: 9.

But, thank God, he will not always allow them to
remain in their graves; they shall be brought forth. The
grave [shall be] destroyed. “O grave, I will be thy
destruction.” (Hosea 13:14) The grave shall lose its
victory. “O grave, where is thy victory ?”—1 Cor. 15:55.

Now, in conclusion, let us hear what God will do with
those that have not lived after his ordinances. “I will
restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counselors
as at the beginning.” (Isaiah 1:26) He has also spoken
by the mouth of all his holy prophets, that there would be
a time that he would ‘restore all things’.—-Acts 3:21.

This is submitted that the inquiring brother might
sce more of the love of the Father in dealing with the
fallen race, which is ‘groaning and travailing in pain
together . waiting for the adoption, to wit, the
redemption of our body’. (Romans 8:22, 23) May he,
with all the rest that read the seriptures above referred
to, have a hetter knowledge of God’s way of dealing with
his creatures. May this be taken in love, as it is given
from a sincere desire to help someone.
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PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

the Lord's people at heuart, writes us thus: *“LThere
lamentable indifference on the part of many
respecting the religious instruction of their children. This
15 evidenced by the manifest lack of parental control over
the children and by the disorder and confusion caused by
children in homes where parlor meetings are held. Evidently
the tendency is for children to lose respect for parents who
are giving time and study to their own spiritual welfare
but neglecting to do this for their children, who are allowed
to run at large and not receive any religious instruction,
some of the friends are much concerned about the matter
and make inquiries and I try to show them the advantages
of the Juvenile Bible Study lessons in Tk GorpnN AGk
Others allow their children to go to the nominal Sunday
Nchools, to imbibe the multitudinous errors taught there, and
feel that fhey are discharging their proper responsibility
toward their offspring. DBrother Russell's oft-repented sug-
zestion, that the Word of God makes the parent rexponsihle
ter the religious tmiining of the ¢hild, has too often fulten
o deat ears.

“I think many of the truth underestimate the
nuportance sund vidue of those gquestions, as well as their
ahjecr, Sone seem to think that they are desighed for the
children of the world. Others think the questions are “too
old” or ‘too deep’ for children as young as five or =ix years.
Still others think that, since they are designated ax ‘juvenite
questions’, they are of no value to grownups. 1 understand
that all of these suggestions are ervoncous; but rather tit
the questions are to serve the world und especrally the truth
triends—the questions being asked and proof texts quoted
for the convenience of parents who are lacking in time or
ability to do this themselves, This makes instruction very
simple and easy., [t is a mistake to consider these questions
too old for children old enough to go to school, or too young
for anybody under a hundred years, at least. Truth parents
cun get much protit out of these studies 1n the mmstructing
of their children, the thought as well ax the 1exi
more and more detinitely fined in the mind.

3 DEAR brother, who we are sure has the mteresis of

is @

friends

beconinyg

ONE QUESTION EACH DAY

“The suggestion that the parent use one question each
day, helping the child to a correct understanding of the text
cited, ix an excellent one. And m addition it would seem to
be an excellent idea that the claxses which have two or more
children either of consecrated or unconsecrated parents
choose some tacetful sister (or brother) to review the seven
questions of the week in a thirtyv-minute study, as a class
study, on Sunday. This study might follow or precede one
of the regular class studies.”

We heartily approve the suggestions contained in the
above communication and we are reminded of the DBible
mstance of the High Priest 1X1i, who failed in dealing with
s chiildren, while in the same Inand and ar the spme time
the parents of young Namuel were faithful and had the
hlesking of {he God of Israel., While, under the
arrangement of thinegs in the world, man is the head of the
womat, it must be observed that both man and woman con-
stitute the head of the home, as far as the mmor children
are coneerned. “Children, obey your parents in the Lord.”
(Iphesians 6: 1) The relationship of the mother to the
child is masculine (in point of authority, but not necessarily
i manner of dealing) even as, conversely, the relationship
of both man and woman toward Christ Jesus is feminine—
he *is the Tlead over all things to the church which ix his
body”. These are broad and baxie facts, but a proper applica-
fion of them bears directly on the question of parental
responsibility. Tt the child's idea of irs parents is that they
are partly convenience and partly nuisance, it will be missing
some of the most valuable lessons of life,

divine
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RESPONSIBILITY A BLESSING

Our observation is that thiere is no more common mistiake
made by parents than that of supposing their children to be
unable properly to appreciate religious things at an carly
age —gay twelve years,  Namuel's experience and the
experiences of many others issure us that some of the
deepest religious sentiments may bhe experienced as early
ax twelve years of age.  Thic <hould be watched for
by the purents and <hould be cultivated with much more
care 1han that bestowed upon the tenderest flowers in their
gardens. The blossoms of veneration, spirituality, hope.
faith, trust, in the clhild-mind need and should Luve the
tenderest care, watering, weeding and assistance. The parent,
by nature and by divine direction occupying a responsible
position ax gardener to these, must appreciate flowers 1y
the hearts of Ins own tanuty. It he neglect his respansiinl-
ities m s direetion, he is culpable, and will surely suffer,
not only disappointiment in respect to his echildren in the
future, hut will adso lose certain blessings in his own hearr .
forat s purt o the divine surranzeiment that he that sweiteretd,
others shall Limself be

P'ublic
other

witered ——Proverbs 11025,
efforts to
children, any
parent from his responsibilities toward his own chldren
nor can he stuft his responsibilities upon Sunday  Schooel
teachiers. Hix negleet of duty will surely work to his own
disadvantage as well as to that of his oftspring; and if 1n
the past he has been neglizent o this niatter he eannot
rectity matters too soon, though he will need to pray fer
and to seek to eaercize greater wisdom i order to over
come his pust neglect.

antd
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responstbilities and  duties, Nive

people’s Cin never Christia

TWO KINDS OF UNFAITHFUL PARENTS

Y

here are two kinds of purental unfaithfulness:

(1) The harsh, cruel, wicked parents, who nhot only in-
breed an evil disposition, but inculeate the same by precept
and example. If both parents be of this stripe, the child's
almost o hopelexss one for the present life,
The resnitution conditions of the Millennium will be needed
to eradieate the taint. Yet where one parent belongs to God,
the result may, under divine providence, be the reverse.
The child may not only he better born, but discerning the
evil of his purent’s course be thereby repelled and prepared
to take the opposite course.

condition i~

(2) Rome “kind and indulgent parents” are very unfaith-
ful to thewr tfrust. With our children partakers of the gen-
eral of the race, a Xindness and indulgence
whiteh allows novious weeds 1o develop in their characters
ix gross unkindness, very reprehensible in the sight of God
and of those in aecord with his Word, Indeed, it is possible
that this term, “kind and indulgent parents,” is frequently
used very inappropriately  Ino many instanees it would be
more truthful if less polite, to say -
parent’.

weinknesses

“A weak and incompetent

Surely all proper parents from the divine viewpoimnt will
be kind to therr chnldren s aud all such should be glad to be
mduteent also, to the extent thar the best interests of their
childyen will permit furthier. But while
the correcting rod must not be spared when necessary, nor
too severely used, Yot the hest rute where possible, where the
disposition of the child will permit, is the rule of love.
Beginnmg euarly, the parental love combined with firmness
should <o mould the ehild’s mind that it would have absolute
confidence in the purents’ love and m their Joyualty to God's
regulations in all of Jife's interests. To such a child the
ook of sadness and regret or the tear of sorrow on the
parent’s face will be more efficacious than many blows and
much violent language.

ind not one mceh



THE LORD OUR SHEPHERD

— — JUNE 20 — PsarLym 23 —

A FREQUENT AND SIGNIFICANT PICHURE — PROMINENT CHARACTERISTICS OF SHEEP — THE VOICE OF THE SHEPHERD — THE SHEP-

HERD'S GUIDANCE AND TENDER WATCHCARE OVER THE SHEEP — REST, REFRESHMENT AND FEARLESSNESS

APPORTION MENT.

THE CUP OF DIVINE

“Jehorah is8 my shepherd; I shall not want.,”—DPsalm 23:1.

significant emblem of the character he would have

manifested in them. The most noticeable character-
istics of the sheep are meekness, docility, and obedience to
the shepherd to whose care they fully entrust themselves.
They are very true to the shepherd: they study his voice,
ratch for the indications of his will, and trustfully obey
him. When they hear his voice, quickly, and without the
slightest hesitation or faltering, they run to obey it. But
the voice of a stranger they will not follow, for they know
anot the voice of strangers.

What a lesson is here for the Lord’s “little flock’”, over
whom he is the good Shepherd. The weakest lamb in the
flock knows his voice and hears him say: “This is the way:
walk ye in it”, And while there are thousands of voices
calling, now in this direction and now in that, the lord's
sheep, acquainted with his spirit and his Word, wurn away
from all save the well-known voice of the Shepherd. In
various ways our Shepherd speuaks to his tlock of sheep and
{ambs. His written words treasured up in the heact marvk
the way of truth continually ; his special providences further
shape the peculiar course of euch individual ; anel the abiding
presence of his holy spirit makes manifest every intivsion
of any other spirit which seeks to beguile and to lead astray.
The true sheep will carefully listen for the faintest accents
of the voice of the Shepherd—i. e., they will treasure up his
words in their heart; they will study his providences: and
they will cultivate that communion and personal fellowship
with the Lord which are their privileze. Those who thus
abide in him can never go astray.

“They can never, never lose their way.”

THE Lord, in ecalling his people his sheep, chose a very

The wealth of their relationship to the ‘Greai Shepherd”
and his Son increases in their appreciation in proporiion
as they grow in knowledge. As our Redeemer said: “This
is life eternal, that they might know thee and Jesus Christ,
whom thou has sent”.-—John 17:3.

NO GOOD THING WITHHELD

“I shall not want” may be applied to the necessities of
the present life. We are assured that ‘no good thing will he
withhold from ux'; but he specially means that we shall not
want, not lack the disciplines, the trials, the instructions,
the encouragements. the reproofs, and the assistance neces-
sary to our atrainment to all ‘the glorious things that God
hath in reservation for those that love him’. The only
<ondition connected with the promise is that we shall abide
in his love, abide in his flock, continue to hearken to his
voice and to follow his directions, Ilow dangerous then to
all of the true sheep would be any measure of worldly
ambition, pride, or self-esteem! Ilow necessary that the
heart should be right, desirous of knowing and obeying
the Shepherd's voice! With what care should the sheep
scrutinize the motives which actuate their daily conduet.
their words, and the thoughts of their hearts!

To lie down is to be at rest, to be happy. This is the
erivilege of all the Lord's true sheep. Outwardly they may
be distressed and “on the run”, assailed by the world, the
flesh, and the adversary, but as “new creatures” they may
be at rest, at peudace, beciuse of their nearness to the Lord,
the Shepherd, and because of their faith in his overruling
providence, which is able to make *“all things work together
tor good”. “Great peace huve they thut love thy law, and
nothing shall offend [stumble] them.” These let the “peace
of God rule in their heart~ and are thankful.” It is
to these that our Lord's words apply: “My peace I give
unte you. . Let not your hearts be troubled, neither
tet them be afraid.”

This rest. this peace of heart, is absolutely essential to
our development us “new creutures”, even as the crystals

are deposited from the liquids when they are quiet and not
when they are in agitation. So the crystalline character
which God is developing in us absolutely demands that a
condition of rest, peace, quietness of heart, shall be attained:
and to the attainment of this condition patience, faith, and
love, the chief graces of the spirit, are necessary.

RESTORED AND LED ARIGHT

Ile who carefully follows the Master, experiences the
truth of the declaration, “Ile restoreth my soul”. Some find
their spiritual strength refreshed as they walk in the paths
of righteousness in which the Lord leads. e leads them
“for his name's sake”. This is one of the considerations.
Our Lord, the Shepherd, has undertaken to do a shepherding
work ; to gather a flock. His promise is involved; his honor
is at stake! We may be sure that not only because of his
love for us will he guide us aright, but because it would be
i dishonor to him to make the slightest mistake in respect
to our guidance. He is the Faithful Shepherd. The angelic
hosts are watching and learning lessons in respect to all
this shepherding of the flock in the narrow way—*“Which
things the angels desired to look into”.—-1 Peter 1:12.

“The valley of the shadow of death” was entered by our
race because of our first parents’ disobedience. We have been
in the valley more than six thousand years. The shadow of
death has been over the human family, and its accompani-
ments of sickness, puain, and sorrow have extended to every
creature. Our text represents the true sheep as saying, *I
will fear no evil”. How appropriate; how true! Weak and
poor and insuflicient and surrounded by foes, we nevertheless
need not fear, and the developed sheep does not fear what
the evil men or evil angels may seek to do, knowing that
“all power in heaven and earth” is in the hands of our
Shepherd King, and that he is divecting our ways, and has
guaranteed that our every experience shall work out a
blessing, and that in permitting trials he merely designs our
correction and instruction in righteousness and seeks to
draw us nearer to himself and make us copies of his Son,
to the intent that by the first resurrection change he may
take us to himself and give us n share in the Millennial
kingdom.

The shepherd’s rod or c¢lub was of hard wood, sometimes
open and preferably of the shape of a golf stick, except that
it was shorter and much heavier. With it the shepherd was
prepared to defend the flock, combatting every foe. The
staff was lighter and more like a cane and longer, with a
crook at the end. With its point the shepherd at times
prodded the sheep that were careless, and with the hook he
sometimes helped out one that had stumbled into the diteh,
by putting the crook under its forelegs. Our Shepherd, too,
has a rod for our enemies and a staff for his sheep—the
one for our protection, the other for our relief and assistance
and correction,

THE CUP OF BLESSING

The picture of the shepherd and the sheep has been
gradually fading, and now is in the past. Instead of pastures
and the water-brooks we now have the table and the cup.
In harmony with the promise of the Scriptures contained in
verse 5, to all who open their hearts to receive the Lord he
comes in and sympathizes with them. Yen, he girds himself
as oservant and comes in and serves us—things new and
old. Under this service all the old truths become fresh and
appetizing, rvefreshine and strengthening., And new truths
are ours, fitting to the peculianr time in which we are living
and the special trials and tests now due to come upon the
Lord’s faithful brethren.

Let us not spoil this beautiful picture with any thought
of anointing a sheep’s head, but rather take the grander and
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<aobler view that our Lord Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed ;
and that his anointing was typified by the anointing of Aaron
with precious oil (which typitied the holy spirit), which ran
down his beard and unte the skirts of hiz gurment. T.et us
think of this ns the holy spirit of Pentecost, which has

anointed all the sheep which have come into the fold and
the hody of Christ. J.et us appreciate thix ancinting and

abide under it, allowing it more and more to be what the
Apostle terms an unction from the TIoly One, affecting
our every talent and power and bringing them all into
subjection to the divine Iaw of love.

“My cup runneth over.” Our Master's cup was one of
suffering, ignominy, shame, and death. We partake of it.
It becomes our cup :al<o: but he promises us a new cup of
Joy and rejoicing., which he will share with us fully in the
‘kingdom. That cup of joy and peace and divine fuvor and
blessing our Master partook of by faith. And we now also
have the same cup full to overflowing; but we cannot
appreciate it fully until we shall be changed and made like
our Head and share his glory. By faith we cuan enjoy it
mow and realize that it is full to overflowing. And our joys

T WATCH TOWER
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in the eternal future will be exceedingly and abundantly
more than we could have asked or thought.

“Surely goodness and mercy shall pursue me all the days
of my life.” Thix appears to be the stricter translation and
it contains a beautiful thought. These sheep of the Lord’s
“little flock”—these “new creatures” of Christ Jesus, instead
of being pursued by fears and terrors and trapped and
ensnared, are following the Good Shepherd and hearkening
to his voice; and. according to his promise, God’s goodness
and merey are pursuing them, keeping after them, watching
over them. assisting them, caring for them, upholding them
in trials. These are doubtless included in the statement of
the Apostle: “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth
to minister unto those who shall be heirs of salvation?”

The conclusion of the whole matter—the end of the
journey, is what? To occupy a place in the heavenly
mansions of our Father's house! What a glorious consum-
mation to the grandest of all hopes! Why should we
murmur or complain at the roughness of the journey which
will bring us to such a ¢lorious goal?

THE NOBLE LIFE OF SAMUEL

— —JUNE 27-—1 SAMUEL 12:1-3, 13-25 — —

THE TIME FOR XKING
TERTIMONY 10 HiN FAITHFULNESS — AN
FULNESS AND LOVE FOR THE PEOPLE.

SAUL’S CORONALION — A PUBIIC RENDERING OF SAMUEL'S ACCOUNTS AN JUDGE OF THE PKOPLE — HEARTY
INDICATION OF DIVINE

DISAPPROVAL OF THID P1LOPLE'S CHOWCE — SAMYPEL'S DUTI-

“I il instruct you in the good and the right way.—I Samuct 12:23.

history a very noble character—very similar in many
respects to Moses. He had served the Lord and the
people faithfully for a long period, and then, at the urgent
request of the people and with God’s assent, he had anointed
Saul their king. The latter had been received rather half-
heartedly, bul the battle with the Ammonites and the great
victory which the Lord granted to his people on that oceasion
unired their hearts to him who had been the visible leader
tn that victory, and Samuel perceived that the right time
had come for a public ¢oronation of the king, and the formal
transfer of alleginnce to him as the Lord's representative in
the temporal affairs of the nation. Accordingly, a general
convocation of the people was called to meet at Gilgal—one
of tha several prominent places for public gutherings—one
of the places at whielr Samuel was in the habit of holding
court when, as a kind ot supreme judge, he went at different
seasons of the yeur to various parts of the territory of
Israel to hear and to decide causes and differences which
the elders of the tribex could not adjudicate satisfactorily.
Samuel chose this oceasion for a public rendering up of
‘his own accounts., As God's servant, he had occupied the
place of a chief justice to the nation. but the choice of a
king relieved the Prophet of political influence and respon-
sibility. e called upon them as a whole people to declare
whether or not he had ever taken from them aught that
could be construed as a bribe, aught that in any sense of
the word could he ~iid to intfluence his judgment or decision
of therr matters. With one voice, the people declared that he
had been faithful: and he in turn called upon the king and
apon the Almighty Novereien to witness this declaration of
the people as a =atecunrd aganinst anything that could ever
he =aid against him in the future.

‘S:\MUEL the Prophet stands out on the pages of sacred

GREAT RESPONSIBILITIES OF KINGSHIP

From verses 13-18, the Prophet reviews the present
situation of the people. 1hey had rejected the lLord from
‘peing their King. but he had not rejected them and would
not do so. They had not chosen the best, but the Lord did
‘0ot cross them in thix matter. He, therefore, hud anointed
'their king as hi~ representative, and their future blessings
would depend now upon how truly they and their king
would remain in accord with the Lord. Under the new
-arrangement, the king of their choice represented them ; and
A& s8in on his part, a detlection from obedience to the Lotd

would mean a national sin, for which the peoplte as well as
the king would be punishable: whereas, before. under the
judges whom the Lord had raised up, if the juwdge was
faulty, he was the Lord's agent and was punished as such;
and, if the people were faulty, the punishment was theirs.
Thus they had run a great risk in choosing a representative,
in placing power in his hands, because the weakness and
selfishness of humanity is such that the one thus exalted
would be the more liable to transgress the divine statutes,
In harmony with this, note how the sin of David was
esteemed a national sin and brought a national penalry.
—1 Chronicles 21:12-27,

In summing up by the Lord's direction, Samuel gave a
sign to corroborate his declaration that their calling for a
king was a rejection of the Lord as their King, and a sin
on the part of the people. There should be a thunderstorm
in the midst of their harvest-time, an oceurrence said to be
very rare in southern Palestine. Coming promptly as a
fulfillment of Samuel’s prediction, it appealed to the people,
convineing them for the first time that their course was a
reprehensible one and a sin of gross ingratitude., They said
to Samuel: “Pray for thy servants unto the Lord thy God,
that we die not: for we have added unto all our sins this
evil, to ask us a king”,

PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE

After assuring the Israelites that they need not fear the
Lord, that he is gracious, and that if they should follow
him faithfully under a1 king or otherwise, he would surely
never forsake them, the Prophet proceeds to answer their
(query respecting his praxing for them. He said: “As for
me, God forbid that T <hould s«in against the Lord in ceasing
to pray for you'. What a sublime character is thus brought
to our view ! Tt ix the more remarkable when we note that
Samuel did not belong to the spirvit dispensation; that he
therefore huad not all the advantages which we, the Lord’s
people of thisx gospel age siuee Pentecost, enjoy, and yet.
alas ! how few of the spirit-begotten ones manifest this
spirit, this sume degree of likeness to the Lord’s character
and spirit! To how many would the natural mind rise up
and say, You have a king now, I have foretold you that it
was a sin of ingratitude against the Almighty and aguainst
me, now go your way and see if what I have told you does
not come true, and observe that you will be worse off.
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