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T"pon the earth di t=¢ s of nations with perplexity; the sea and the waves (the remless, discontented) roaring, men’s heurts f1ling the'n for fear and for looking
10 the g (omUNE Mpon 1 he carth (roclety, for the powers of the heavens (eccles:astiv.sm) shall be shagen . When ) ¢ se¢ these things begin to come 1o
Lhell “how that the Kinndom of Gud i~ at hund  Looh up, 11t up your beuds, rejoice 1ir yvour redemption draweth nigh — Matthew 24:33, Mark 13:29; Luke 21:3531



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION

HIS journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or ‘“Seminary Extension”, now being
presented In all parts of the civilized world by the Warcu Towgr BIBLE & TrRACT SoCIETY, chartered A.D. 1884, “For the Pro-
motion of Christian Knewledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s conventions and of the
<oming of its traycling representatives, styled “Pilgrims”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.
Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published STUDIES most entertainingly arranged, and very
helpful o all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society aceords, viz.,, Verbi Dei Minister (V. D. M.), which translated
into Lnglish is Minister of God’s Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible

students and teachers.

By some this feature is considered indispensable,

This jogrnal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated
- redemption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price, a substitute] for

all™, (1 Peter 1:10; 1 Timothy 2:6)

Geon ind o God, | L.

Duilding up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3: 11-
15 2 Teter 1:5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all sece what is tlre fellowship of the mystery which. .

las

to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God”—*which In other ages

s not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”.— Kphesians 3:35-9, 10.
It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest

~subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures.
hath spohen—according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances.
for we hnow whereof we affimn, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God.
hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his
zood “pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge.

SerVICe

It ix thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord
Its attitude ix not dogmatic, but confident ;
Tt ix held as a trust, to be used only in his

And we not only invite hut urge our

rewaders to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which refercuce is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly ‘“his workmanship” ; that its construction lins been in progress throughout

the gospel age

finished, God’s blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access to him.- 1

Genesis 25: 14; Galatians 3: 29,

ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when

Corinthians 3: 16, 17; Iiphesians 2 20.22;

That meantime the chireling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the

last of these “living stones”, “elect and precious,”

shadl have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together

in the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout

the Millennium.-—Revelation 13: 5-%,

“That the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of.God, tasted death for every
man,” “a ransowmn for all,” and will be “the true light which lighteth every man that comcth into the world”, "in due time”.—

Hcbrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5, G.

That the hope of the churcl. iy that she may be like her Lord, “see him as le ix,”" he “partakers of the divine nature’,’ and share his

glory as his joint-heir.—-1 John 3:2; John

17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 I'eter 1: 4.

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every

grace; to be God’s witness
14; Revelation 1: 6; 20

to the world ; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.—~—ISphesians 4:12; Matthew 24:

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his gloritied church,
when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.—Acts 3:19-23; Isaiah 35
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CONVENTION AT BOSTON

The Boston friends have completed arrangements for a three-
day convention in connection with Brother Rutherford's visit there.
March 14. The convention will open on Kriday the 12th, Al
meetings will be held in Convention Hall on St. Botolph Street
except the meeting for the publie Sunday at 3:00 p. m., which will
be in the Waldorf Theater, 533 Tremont Street. Those desiring
accommodations and further information may address John R.
Jones, 9 Langmaid Avenue, Somerville, Mass,

MEMORIAL CONVENTION--NEW YORK CITY

This three-day convention April 2. 3 and 4, will be held in the
«ird Street Musie Hall, formerly the New York ity Temple, where
the Photo-Drama of Creation ha<l ity premiere. Brother Rotherford
zind =everal Pilgrim brethren will be present and will address the
comention, The convention anditorinm will be open at ® a m.
Fritav, Avril 2.0 ANl visiting friends will come direct to the Temple,
WwWhere they will receive assignment of rooms., Memorinl service will
Be held on riday evening at the usual hour, The Sunday afternoon
mectine will e for the pnblie, Al correspondence regarding the
conve: tton shonlil be  addressed to the Convention Committee,
T. M DBodwin, Seey, 124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, N, Y.

_N I I'rother Ruthertord will address a public meeting in the
New York Hiopodrome on March 21 Do not confuse this meeting
with the Vemorial Consention

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES

These STUDIES are recommended to students as veritable Bible
keys, discussing topically every vital doctrine of the Bible. More
than eleven million copies are in circulation, in nineteen languages
Prices are net, postpaid, and barely cover cost of production and
handling. Two sizes are issuel (in English only) : the regular ma-
roon cloth, gold stamped edition on dull finish paper (size5”x78”),
and the maroon cloth pocket edition on thin paper (size 4” x 6§”) ;
both sizes are printed from the same plates, the difference being in
the margins ; both sizes are provided with an appendix of catechistic
questions for convenient class use. I'rices for both editions are
uniform. The leather bound and fine India paper editions formerly,
issued are permanently out of stock.

SERr1ES I, “The Divine Plan of the Ages,” giving outline of the
divine plan revealed in the Bible, relating to man's redemption and
restitution: 350 pages, plus indexes and appendixes. 75c. Magazine
edition 15¢. Also procurable in Arabic, Armenian, Dano-Norwegian,
Finnish, Irench, German, Greek, ITollandish, Iungarian, Italian,
I'olish, Roumanian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, and Ukrainian;
regular cloth style, price uniform with English.

Series II, “The Time is at Hand,” treats of the manner and
time of the Lord’'s second coming, considering the Bible testimony
on this subject: 366 pages, 75¢. Obtainable in Dano-Norwegian,
Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

Series III, “Thy Kingdom Come,” considers prophecies which
mark events connected with “the time of the end”, the glorification
of the church and the establishment of the Millennial kingdom ; 1t
also contains a chapter on the Great Pyramid of Egypt, showing its
corroboration of certain Dible teachings: 380 pages, T3c¢. Furnished
ulso in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

SERIES IV, “The Boattle of Armageddon,” shows that the disso-
lution of the present order of things is in progress and that all of
the human panaceas offered are valueless to avert the end predicted
by the Bible. It contains a special and extended treatise on our
Lord’s great prophecy of Matthew 24 and also that of Zechariah
14:1-9: 656 pages, S5c. Also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, Greek,
German, and Swedish.

SERIES V, “The Atonement Between God and Man,” treats an all
finportant subject, the center around which all features of divine
grace revolve. This topic deserves the most careful consideration
on the part of all true Christians: 618 pages, 85c. Procurable
likewise in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek, and Swedish.

Series VI, “The New Creation,” deals with the creative week
(Genesis 1,2), and with the church, God's new creation. It ex-
amines the personnel, organization, rites, ceremonies, obligations,
and hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members of
the body of Christ: 730 pages, 85c. Supplied also in Dano-Nor-
wegian, Finnish, German, and Swedish.

No foreign editions in the pocket size.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

FOTHE chureh members cared much for their -
isters, they would pay wueh <alaries that preachers

wonld not need to o arownd with hands out for
chavity. IT a Tarmor cared as much for his mimster
as he does for hie hive «tock, he would scee that the

mimister was kept moas cood condition as the herds,
The Bible authorizes the minister who serves the people
in religious thimgs to have his Tevelihood supplicd by
those he (U Cormthians 9:13)  Mendicaney
among the clergy doubtless sprang up in the dark ages,
when it was considered a virtue for a man to hécome a
monk and spend hix time carryimg the hasket around the
charitably inclined neighborhood. The incessant hegeing
of the clergy is one of the chief factors in lowering the
respeet in which they are held.

ROV eS,

In the days of primitne Christiamty the nunsters
did not insist upon the Seripturally ordained arrange-
ment for support by the fathtul. Such a thing as a
modern elergvmuan was unknown ; hut the local elders,
or preshyters, as they were guite commonly called. usual-
Iv worked at some cccupation the same as other people
and were suliiciently devoted to the service of God
willing oladhy to give as minch of thewe time as possible
to the ]m'ulmw of the nospel and to pasforal work
among Chri-tian people. Fven the traveling minsters
Bike the apostles and Timothy and Silas were wont to
ehe out a living at “tent-makimg™. In pursuance of this
mdependence-creating  enstom  the genuine mmlm'n
Bible studert does not expeet 1o *Tive off the altar’ but
talies care of hix own living expenses, exeept in the case
of those that devote all thenr time to the work, and they
receive a mere subsistence. 1L would be far better for
the clergy to carn their own hving than to be placed in
a posmon of dependence upon. (m(l of control by, the
very wealthy, as when millions of dollars are devoted
by a Bapfht ln]ll(m.mo to the care of indigent Baptist
ministers. The world is noticing matters of this kind
and does not hesitate to comment upon them. We quote
from the Cleveland News:

{o he

CLERGYMEN’S FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES

“You wonder why men who are preaching Christianity
have to depend upon charity Over in New Jersey one
minister reported to his conference that all he got for

expounding the gospel for twelhve months was $200.00. That
would be about a dollar apiece for the regular services he
conducted and nothing extra for funerals, It is stated, with
a basis of authority, that the average ministerial income
thronghout the country is [little above $300.

“Now the preacher’s dollar i no larger than any other
dollar. The fact that he earned it in a calling followed in
answer to divine command has no superhuman effect on the
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purchit-e povier of s ~alary Nor is the minister in a

position fo maik up the price of hig services. There are too
many people who insist on the free feature of salvation.
“There <cems 1o he hut one conclusion : that the average

man has ceased o be mnterested in oreligion sutticiently to
pay anythine to hear it espounded or discussed. Who is to
blanwe for this comditton”  Is it the man himself or is it

the chimreh Tt s o notable faet that comparatively few men

co to churell, They indorse the artendance of the feminine
portion of the family and think it & ood idea for the
chitdren, hut as for themselves— they have ‘important
busines<' elsew here

“HOthe present tendency continues, what is to become of
the churches and the preachers? Will the world become

essentially heathen and what will happen when that comes
about? The charitable support of ministers from the ample
pocket of Mr. Rockefeller does not hit at the basis of the
difficulty. If the chureh is a desirable institution, and no one
will deny that it is, something better than charity will have
to he devised for it< revival in interest. What shall it be?”

CATHOLIC CHURCH TAKES UP THE TRUMPET

Inadvancig it politteal mterests the Catholie ebureh
has been making ever mereasing wse of the public press,
aed bas confrolled the press by having the positions of
cand especially ety edifors, and the management
of the press agencies held by Jesuits or other zealous
Roman Catholicx. Tn Tine with the pronouncements of the
Ameriean hierarchy, the ehureh has thrown off the vail
of seerecy and ix openly takimg up the publieity trumpet.
As a statement of the bolder front of the church, we
quote from an article by John B. Kennedy in the
Seranton (Pa.) Times of February 2, entitled “Catnulie
Church Takes up the Trumpet”. One interesting item
in this statement is that the “good name of the church
as a =ocial force™ would have beern lost but for the
fortunate (for the church) ecircumstances of the war.

editors

NATION WIDE PRESS BUREAU

*“The most ancient of the Christian churehes—the Cathollie
chureh--with characteristic application of the grand maxim,
Tempora mutantur ot nos mutamur in illis’ [times change
and we change in them ], has taken up the tried and true
tool ealled publicity ax a means of accomplishing its work
in the world. The pioneers in largely orgunized Cathelic
publicity are the Knights of Columbus. They have been the
pioneers in practically all modern American Catholic move-
ments. They raised the first great fund to promote Cuatholic
higher education ; they were the first to recognize tlie neces-
sity of providing homes and clubs for their co-reliztonists
attending state universities. And everybody knows that they
stepped into the breach when there was n crying need for
organized effort in Catholic war relief, although everybody
does not know that it is an opinion generally expressed
among the Catholic hierarchy that the Knights of Columbus
saved the good name of the church as a social force when
they plunged into war work



68 T WATCH TOWER

“Joseph C. Pelletier, of Boston, supreme advocate of the
Knights of Columbus, had the inspiration for a nation-wide
press bureau—the first of its kind under Catholic auspices.
This was In the summer of 1918, when the war was at its
height. The Knights of Columbus war news service was
formed, and the operations of this bureau have demonstrated
two things—that the editors of the country were glad to
receive authentic information from a Catholic source (a
fact which thousands of well-informed Catholics had doubt-
ed), and that this information could be disseminated by
the most approved modern methods at a cost singularly
small when compared with the costs of operation of other
organizations.”

Among the statements that follow in this article is
the following :

“In conducting propaganda the Catbolics have not in
mind the ‘conversion’ of America, or the forceful imposition
of specifically Catholic ideas on the non-Catholic public.”

But this statement may be compared with the follow-
mg quotation from The Catholic World:

“The Roman Catholic is to wield his vote for the purpose
of securing Catholic ascendency in this country. All legisla-
rion must be governed by the will of God unerringly indi-
cuted by the pope. Edueation must be controlled by the
Catholic authority, and under education the opinions of the
individunls and the ufterances of the press are included.
AMuany opinions are to be forbidden by the secular arm, under
the authority of the church, even to war and bloodshed.”

FREEDOM FROM PERSECUTION IN CANADA

One of the vilal traditions of the Anglo-Saxon is
adherence to the principle of liberty of person, property,
<pecch, press, and the exercise of religion. very Amer-
ican and Canadian looks back with thankfulness to
Magna Charta, when the first great start was made in
the world-famed Anglo-Saxon freedom. When war is
on and there is a life-and-death struggle for a nation,
the people willingly forego some of their liberties, but
they are jealous of them and insist upon their prompt
return as soon as the crisis is over and actual hostilities
cease. For centuries this has been true.

In Canada, when the country returned to a peace
bagis at New Year’s, many of the common people had
become indignant at the continuance of arrests under
war measures after the armistice, and especially so at
the interference with the free exercise of religion. Dur-
ing the war many interests took advantage of war laws
to work out private grudges; and one class that did this
was the Canadian clergy, who incited the persecution of
Bible students both during the war and long after the
armistice. This has been noted by liberty-loving Cana-
dians and, according to the following [rom the Grain
Growers’ Guide, as reported in the Kdmonton Bulletin
of January 24, the persons who incited the persecutions
and other outrages may be called to account:

“The people of Canada will not be true to their instincts,
their traditions, and their just rights as a free,self-governing
people, if they do not demand, and insist upon getting, an
explanation from Ottawa in regard to the arbitrary pro-
ceedings that have taken place recently, months after the
cessution of hostilities, in the invasion of private houses,
colleges and libraries, under the provisions of an order-in-
council framed explicitly for wartime conditions, the seizure
of books and papers, and the sentencing of individuals to
terms of imprisonment for having in their possession liter-
ature under the wartime ban of censorship.

BrooxLym, N, Y.

“In Alberta and in Ontario these searches, arrests, con-
fiscations, and punishments have been carried out in a
manner which would have been more in keeping with the old
methods of the old autocratic régime in Russia than with
the Institutions of government in this free country.

“It is a fundamental maxim of democracy and freedom
that the citizen who is truly loyal to his responsibilities of
citizenship will not consent to arbitrary measures. The
price of liberty and of justice is unceasing vigilance. It is
the duty of the elected representatives of the people in
parlinment to bring this matter up for full and free dis-
cussion, and to compel the government to declare itself
plainly and without equivocation. Such bureaucratic methods
of absolutism can have no right place on Canadian soil.
The whole situation is one that must be cleared up at the
earliest possible moment.”

BIG “SOUL-SAVING” DRIVE

Many hundreds of delegates from some twenty-eight
Protestant denominations met only recently in Atlantie
City and laid plans for home and foreign mission work
by which they hope to effect the evangelization of the
world. The task is expected to require five hundred
million dollars. The Atlantic City Daily Press, of Jan-
uary 8, reports as follows:

“More than a thousand delegates and others directly inter-
ested, leaders in twenty-eight Protestant denominationg, here
this afternoon formally launched the great Survey Confer-
ence of the Interchurch Movement of North America from
which the churches represented expect to project the most
far-reaching soul-saving drive the world has ever witnessed.
The budget culled for is $300,000,000. The initial session,
hield on the Steel Pier and presided over by John R. Mott,
general secretary of the Y. M. C. A., who touk the place of
Robert Lansing, Secretary of State, as chairman of the Exec-
utive Committee, was given over to the presentation of facts
based upon the survey of the world religious and social
needs."”

A somewhat larger sum was mentioned as being nee-
essary for the work of the next five years, aceording to
the Baltimore American, of January 10:

“The budget of the Interchurch World Movement to be
used in coordinating the energies of the Protestant denomi-
pations for the evangelization of the world, was approved
today at the conference ¢of 1400 church leaders here. The
budget calls for the expenditure of $1,330,000,000 in the next
five years. It provides for evangelistic work in America and
the foreign field, proper financing of hospitals and lhomes,
liberal awards to struggling colleges, for the fighting of
social and industrial unrest, and better wages to botk
ministers and missionaries. It is specified that no part of
the budget shall be changed by a board of review to be
appointed with equal representation of all denominations,
without the cousent of the denominational board directly
affected.”

STARTLING INCREASE OF CRIME

The Pathfinder gives us the following data on crime
in the United States, claiming that this country leads
the world in criminal acts:

“Crime statistics show that in thirty years crime has in-
creased 500 percent in the United States, four times the
increase in population. There were as many murders in
Omaha last year as in London, with its five million people.
Kansus City, with a 300,000 population, had more murders
than the English capital. Murders in IKansas average one
every other day. Authorities often fail to get the criminads,
and many are acquitted even when witnesses of the crime
are found.”



VICTORY THROUGH FAITH

s s the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”'—1 John 5. 4

ear. As used in the world it conveys the picture of

the victorious army returning from war and
greeted with the huzzahs of an admiring multitude. But
such victories as this are not the portion of the Lord’s
people now. When the Apostle says that faith is the
victory, we are not to understand him to mean that
nothing else remains to be done, after we have merely
believed. Rather the thought must be that faith is the
conquering power with which we are able to push aside
the things which are seen, and to direct our course in
life 1 harmony with things which are not scen, but
which none the less are realities to us, because we can
lay hold upon them with our minds.

Columbus was a man of faith when he believed, and
acted upon the belief, that a western route could be
taken for eastern ports. He had never gone far west
aud to the average mind the western waters were merely
the lair of the hobgoblin and ogre. KEvery view previ-
ously held on the subject, everything, in fact, secemed to
be against his theory of finding India by a western
passage, except his own faith in the project. Now his
faith, he it noted, was not a mere arbitrary decision on
the subject apart from all known facts, but it was a
rational conclusion arrived at after thoughtful consid-
eration of other points already known. So the Christ-
1an's faith is not a conclusion reached out of the abun-
dance of his imagination, but it is a conviction arrived
at after the consideration of competent evidence from an
authoritative or reliable source.

I :V LN the word victory has an inspiring ring to the

FAITH OF BASIC IMPORTANCE

The Christian’s voyage has never been experienced by
him before. The devil, as the great hobgoblin, seeks to
discourage him from undertaking the journey, telling
him that he had better remain where he is safe, on firm
and known ground. He is confronted with the alluring
suggestion that the way of the world must be the proper
one, because cvery one has been going that way. Who
would think of gaining anything worth while by self-
denial ; is sclf-denial not sailing directly away from suc-
cess and happiness? Self-assertion is the only road to
suceess, the world tells us.

True, Columbus might have made erroneous deduc-
tions with his imperfect human brain. And so might
we if we were not helped. This contingency is provided
for in that definite basic promises are made in God’s
Word as to what the reward of a life of faith shall be.
It is important then to see that our faith is a correct
faith; for if the faith be built on erroneous theories,
inspiring false and delusive hopes, it will eventuate for
its vietim in shipwreck on the rocks.

It is because of this importance of faith, either for
good or for evil, that the Apostle Paul was so solicitous
for the continuance of the brethren in the proper faith
{Colossians 1:23) “the faith once delivered unto the
saints”.  (Jude 3) He urged all to examine and to
prove themsclves to make sure they were in the faith,
grounded and settled and not moved away from the hope
of the gospel, but rooted and built up in Christ and
established in him. (Colossians 2:7) He was also
deeply concerned that the faith of the church should not

stand in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
(1 Corinthians 2:5) He knew how vital a thing the
matter of faith is, for it had been long time written:
“The just shall live by his faith”. (Habakkuk 2:4) The
sentiment of this text had been voiced by Moses of old
in almost the last words of that vencrable patriarch
when, reviewing the faith of Israel, he said: “It is not
a van thing for you, because it is your hife™.  (Deuter-
onomy 32:47) Yes, our lives, our cternal destinies,
have been made dependent upon our loyalty in respect
to the walk of faith which we have voluntarily enierrd
upon as footstep followers of the Master.

It is well to sce that we have the faith of Christ,
the faith well founded in the Word of God, a farth exam-
ined and proved, deeply rooted in the heart as well as
in the head, and, therefore, established as the conquering
power of life.  Faith to be a conquering power in us
must go deeper than the head: it must go into the heart
and permeate and energize the whole being, bringing
not only the outward conduct but every thought into
subjection to Christ.

“Faith,” the Apostle tells us, “cometh by hearing and
hearing by the word of God.” That is, the Word of God
contains certain information respecting, first, our nat-
ural state of imperfection, then, further information as
to what would be our proper relationship to him. The
truthfulness of such information convinces us when once
we have examined the facts given. The first step in
faith, then, is a satisfied reason. That, however, of
which we are convinced we cannot help having confidence
in. The disposition of mental satisfaction passes, unless
impeded by selfish and temporal interests, into a heart
satisfaction, or trust. If we have confidence in the truth
of God’s good promises of blessing, we will expect those
promises to be fulfilled ; and since God’s promises augur
only good for the righteous of heart, good infinitely
greater than anything we have ever known, how can we
help desiring the fulfillment of those promises?
What we expeet and desire we are hoping for. And hope
gives the color to our Christian lives.

Hope lifts the mind and heart and enables us to appre-
ciate and measurably to enjoy perfections yet actually
unexperienced. (Hebrews 6:19,20) It helps to inspire
love, and love, in turn, inspires more faith (Galatians
5:6) ; and so the three are mutually inspiring and inter-
dependent and develop together.

BLENDINGS AND MIXTURES OF GRACES

Faith, hope, and love, like the three primary colors
in nature, may be combined in varying proportions to
produce any other desired hue or tone of character. The
color between blue and yellow, for instance, is green.
Green has a restful effect on the system and has been
designed by a beneficent Providence for that purpose.
Likewixe, the effect produced upon the life by the pres-
ence of faith and hope is peace.  When we are justified
by faith we have peace with God. (Romans 5:1) Our
doubts, fears and misgivings have given place to tran-
quillity of mind and heart on thos<e points ahout which
we have received information through the Bible, God’s
Word. The hope engendered by confidence in the ful-
fillment of those promises takes the keenness from our
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suflering, because we see that our suffering is not in
vain and that there is to be a cessation of pain and tears.

Yellow and red combine to form orange, the warmest
of colors. It is suggestive of a state of development and
ripeness ; the vivid autumn foliage, the golden grain, the
luscrous fruit all tell that nature has done her best. So
too, when hope and love are strongly present in the
heart, joy is the fruitage. We rejoice preéminently in
hope. Romans 12:12,

Red and blue make violet, the varying tones of which
add glory to the sunset and beauty to the modest flower.
Lahewize, when faith and love work together a noble,
rare, and royal likeness of the Lord ensues. Love with-
out faith di preciates iuto independable sentimentality.

Man’s power to ave faith lies in that he, made origi-
nally in the image of God, war given the ability to per-
ceive the evidences of the invisible God. Some of that
power of discernment remains in imporfect man. But
faith includes the thought of dependence upon the
veracily of God, confidence in his integrity. Thus trust
is a part of faith, because it relies upon the truth of a
promise: and one is said to “keep faith” with another
when he performs & promise which that other relies on.
Accordingly, faith in God is a firm assent of the mind
to the things told us through divine revelation.

“FAITH WORKETH BY LOVE”

There is a primary degree of faith which is seldom
passed by the majority of those who learn about the mes-
sage of the Gospel. It is a speculative knowledge of
and a bare assent to the truths revealed in the sacred
Scriptures. Of this kind of faith the Apostle James
speaks: “Faith, if it have not works, is dead”. “Ye see,
then, how that by works a man is justified, and not by
faith only.” (James 2:17,24) That is to say, a suc-
cessful faith does not consist merely of a profession of
faith, or a bare assent to the truth, without good works
proceeding from faith, showing it to be of the right kind.
This mere intellectual belief the devils themselves have.
““Thou believest that there is one God ;. . . the devils also
helieve and tremble.” (James 2:19) They are fully
persuaded that there is a God, and that Christ is the
Son of God, and shall he their Judge, as they acknowl-
edged.~-Matthew 8: 29.

Effective faith, however, receives Jesus ax he is re-
vealed in the Gospel. To such a ome the life, words,
works, suffering, death, and resurrcction of Christ mean
not merely an array of historical facts, but much more:
they mean so much to the true believer that they inspire
trust in and reliance upon Christ Jesus and his right-
cousness alone for justification as the basis for our salva-
tion. Such a faith begets a sincere obedience in the life
and conversation. It iz not. therefore, an idle, unactive
and inoperative grace, but shows itsell by producing in
us love for God and for our neighbor.

Let faith compare to the drive wheel of a locomotive;
Jet love be the steam, or motive power, and hope the
power of sight on the part of the engineer, looking ever
forward toward the goal. As the drive wheel is really
worked by the steam, so love is really behind faith. Were
it not for the love of God and for righteousness which
was first planted in Adam, and which has not entirely
died out, there would be no hope of appealing to any
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heart by the message of the Gospel. There would be no
attractive power, because God’s Word draws only toward
the good. But while the steam gives the first impctus
to the drive wheel, the machinery of the engine in turn
controls the flow of stram so that it makes possible a
continued motion. More than this the steam is ex-
hausted into the draft flues and thus fans the flame that
generates more sleam, more force against the drive wheel,
more motion, more progress and incidentally more heat,
more eteam, ete. 8o with love: the more love we have,
the more the holy new will directs its power to the in-
spiring of our faith, and the more the sacred flame is
fanned that energizes the water of the truth m us,
comverting it mto »till more of the motive power of love.
As steam and water are different manifestations of the
same thing so love and truth are similar in egsence,  God
is love (1.John +: 8). and Christ 1s truth.-—John 11: 6.

In certain ty pes of engine there is danger of a “dead”
or absolute center. That is. there is a certain position
of the drive wheel m which it cannot he started merely
by the power of steam. It requires the application of
an outride force to give the wheel a start. Something
like this is the trouble with the poor world now. They
are dead ; and centered in xelf ; their faculties are dead-
¢ned so that when the power of love, divine love, disin-
terested love is brought to hear on them through the
message of the (fospel, it docs not move them. It finds
little or no responsive chord in their hearts, or at all
events not a sufficient response to become a motive power
in their lives. Bad, indced, is it for us, who have once
started on the way, if love fails to move us. At very
least we would fail to make progress, and in time we
would rust and be of no value whatever. As for the
world, outside force will be brought to bear on them in
the instructions and regulations of the Millennial king-
dom, which will give them a start in the right direction
and, if a love for righteousness iz developed, they too
will be able to make progress up the highway of holiness,
the new road to life which will then be opened up.

The drive wheel is the immediate means of helping the
engine to get over the ground; so faith is the direct
agency which enables us to overcome and to leave behind
scenes of former failures, ever pressing along the line
toward the heavenly station, the Union Station of rest
and perfect fellowship with God and with those who
have gone before.

FAITH MUST REST ON THE WORD

To be efficacious the drive wheel must be in its proper
position on the track. Tf the wheel leaves the track,
extremely serious difficulty ensues, if indeed not a total
wreck. And if our faith depart from the pure Word of
God, and from the promises which point us to progress
in the straight and narrow way, we may by stupendous
effort get back, or we may abandon the Word so com-
pletely as to suffer wreck. There will be nothing to keep
us from being conformed to the world; we shall of our
own weight sink down into the earth, into the world and
its ways.—Romans 12: 2, 3.

If the track is in good condition we can make fairly
good progress, even though the way be up-hill, but if
the joints are loose or the rails spread it would be unsafe
to go with much speed. The doctrinal features of God’s
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Word, being faith’s most tangible object and support,
are the track along which we may proceed. So these doc-
trines, the only really accurate source of information
respecting Jehovah and hix charvacter which we have in
our present imperfeet state, must be firmly established
and properly adjusted or we can go hut very slowly, if
mdeed at all- -2 Timethy 2: 15, 16.

We must fight agamet that spint of hauteur aund
worldly wisdom which spurns a careful mspecetion of the
track, of the doctrines of God's Word, which alone c¢an
show whither we are going, and how. aid why.  The
engineer must heep one eve ever on the frack @ the faste
one 12 eoing, the more carc[ul should the wateh be, To
be ~nres he may cadel acasual ghmp<e of the beantlul
Il Bie passes o gorgeons sunset way attract, but must
nol hold Tos visten. Noy they ave not for him, 110 has
a work to doca goal to reach and. nature-lover though he
he, he cannot now Aalt to dvink those hoanties i,

Another thing s neediml to anencime ona stecp wrade,
and that 1< sand Withont ot the wheels may ~praround
and <till not make progress: the <pmmmg will merely
wear both trach and wheelx. The sand = o part of the
wheel and no part of the track, but ot constitutes o
medium whereby the contaet between those objects is
maintained at the highest possible piteh. Sueh a medium
to us is praver.  Without it, owing to the steepness of
the road, we are not <afe. Our fath, though intact
our understanding, will not work effectively without this
help.  Even though love may be prompting us with a
desire to gain the proe, if owr faith is jn poor contact
with the promizes and with the conditions on which the
prize. may be obfained we will not go alead.  Prayer,
possibly importunate prayer, ix the need.  Without it
faith will be going around in the ame old grind, and we
shall he getting nowhere and accomplishimg nothing ex-
cept to wear out our own confidence.  Add persiztent.
carnest prayer and ~ce 1f we do not begim making prog-
ress {rom that very hour.  Erstwhile dry and uninterest-
ing things will take on a new meaning and a forward
impetus is experienced

On a steep grade a locomotive may even =Lip hack
wards without sand.  So we too. without prayer, may
slip entively back to wreek and ron. The steam phus
the drive wheel plus vision will not take the engine on
without proper contact.  Love of mghteousness. plus
faith, plus hope, without praver, i we conld imagine
such a condition, would ~till place us in a precarions
position.  Prayer enables us to make progress

FAITH THE CONQUERING POWER

Faith s the conquering power that overcomes the
world,  Overcomung is suggestive of warfare, of conflict
and we should have elearly in mind for whom we ave
firhting and also against whom we are fo direet our
efforts- John 16: 33,

We are fighting for ourselves m the sense of striving
for our own cternal welfare. God needs not our pum
efforts, but he allows us to enlist on his zide. Jehovah,
however, is fighting for us in the sense that he s assist-
ing and encouraging us to fight the good fight of faith
on our own hohalf.  Some seem to have the idea that
they are almost doing God a favor by enlisting on hix
¢ide and thus lending the weight (?) of their influence
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to what might otherwise be a losing cause. But it is our
lives which are at stake, not God’s. He has nothing to
lose and little, if anything, to gain; we have evervthing
to gain, and we are to henefit in the victory.

Our teat implies that the conquering power of faith
i~ to be directed against the world- not against the in-
habitants thereof, not aganst fellow  ecreatures, but
against the epivit of this present evil order of things,
its disposition, the mind of the wortd, the motnes which
actuale the world, the pride of Iile and the deceitfulness
of riches s <hotts against smcand. mdirectly, against
Satan, whomn we ate to resi=Loseadfast o the Lath.

Safau 1 veprosented as the god or maghty ralo of this
world and b two powerful albies are the world and the
Hesh Stwce the esh inoats prescet state partakes of the
s sprrit and Gendencies as the worlds we may descrihe
as the world within us - T'he powcriud tendeney of the
Hosh s foward evill T a yuable of blmding milu-
cners perverted astes, desires. ambitions. Topes and
loves, and mo<tly dgnorance

Satan’s teinle alliance (hunsell. the world, and the
flexh of the new creature) is arvayed against faith. hope
and love. On the side of the new creature faith mar-
shalls the forces: henee 1t 1= called the fieht of faith.
On Natan’s xide the world is the most manifest and
most castly recognized of the three: it stands in the van-
aunard. o {a speak, of the hosls of evil; hence it is quite
properlv spoker of as a fight of faith against the world.

ENEMY HIDDEN IN AMBUSH

Now the spirit of the world manifests itself in many
hittle mannerisms and practices which may not at fivst
be recognized by the new ereature, so cleverly are they
hidden in ambush.  Pride. vain-glory, self-preferment,
are =ome of the most commonly encountered manifesta-
tions of the xpirit of the world, The world within us,
the tlesh, loves these things and uses every means to
Justify atself n seekimg them.  But faith, bere too. is
the conquermg power fo gain the victory.  Just such a
vietory has alveady been gained when by faith we agreed
to dose onr Iives to find them.  When we considered the
Master™s call: “T{ any man will come atter me, let him
deny fimself, and take up his cross, and follow me”
( Matthew 16:21), our faith trusded in the truthfulness
of God’s promise that such a course would not spell final
loss {0 us, hut would really work gain. Like Columbus.
we started travelimg over a way we had never gone hefore,
but were convineed that itx end would be glorious.

When we made our consecration war wax declared on
self. H now remains to he seen whether the matter will
be carried out or whether faith will eapitulate before the
overtures of pride and self-advancement. A test of our
faith comes when we find that through ignerance or
weakness we have heen unjust to another.  Self-pride
would not acknowledge it; first, beeause it hurts, and
secondly hecanse, we argue, it will do no good. But we
look to the instructions of the Master: “Confess
thy fault” (Matthew 5:23,24) ; and our confidence in
the integrity of his character prompts us to humiliate
ourselves, believing that he would give no command that
would not he for our best. No matter if the offended
one does not appreciate our eonduct and our spirit in the
matter (and he often will not) @ it is all the better for
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us that he does not. 1f we were sure to be always appre-
ciated in such efforts, we might go with a measure of
sham, partly to secure the commendation, mental or oral,
of the offended. If one’s apology is not appreciated, one
is humiliated all the more and will next time be doubly
careful. The thought should not be merely to reinstate
one’s self in the favor of the offended, but, by virtue of
faith in God’s commands, to gain the victory over the
worldly pride residing in our flesh. If every day we are
thus a victor, we shall unquestionably be a victor in the
end.—2 Timothy 4:6 - 8.

SELF NOT ALWAYS UNGRACIOUS

Our selfish preferences may not always have an un-
gracious tinge. Sometimes they arc very genteel. Some-
times the flesh has a desire for the maintenance of a
peaceful, serene, and respectable life, when service for
the Lord would call us more directly into the current
of annoying duties. The flesh would be very willing to
serve the Lord if it could do so respectably and in com-
fort. It yearns:

Lord, let me tread the quiet paths,

Through woodland, dale and hill:

Yea, let me rove on heath and fen;
Or by the bick’ring rill
To dream of thee.

T'11 build my shrine in stormless vale,
So tranquil, not a sigh
Shall mar my incense-laden lay
Of love to thee. Aye,
There let me be.

But if we follow the Lord faithfully we are very likely
to find ourselves in the city’s grime and noise, where
some of the Lord’s work is in need of being done.

Sometimes, the flesh argues, it would be easier to
maintain a spirit of devotion if we had more quiet and
time for meditation. Yet, faith answers, if duty calls
to toil, amid commotion, is not that duty a voice telling
us that perhaps something else is more necessary to be
learned just at that time than meditation in quietness;
or telling us that devotion must be put to the test to see
tow well it will last when the circumstances are any-
thing but favorable? Victory over self in this connection
often means for us to be associated with those whom we
would not choose by nature, and not to be associated with
those whom we would naturally select.

Even in the service of the Lord the flesh has the desire
to be able to talk with ease or to prepare and deliver dis-
courses which would stir their hearers to the very depths.
But thoughts which stir are wrought only on the anvil
of experience, and an idea expressed yet never experi-
enced lacks that force which would make it a source of
help to others. Faith thus tells us that, even if our
present desires to help remain unfulfilled, we, by our
puny efforts, are being prepared for a work of noblest
future ministry, in which our every experience will
doubtless be of use.

Faith thus overcomes the tendencies which the world
has wrought in us; and while not condemning all of
them as evil, it counsels us merely to disregard or push
aside those which we cannot use in the narrow way.
Worldly pride on the other hand bids us keep everything
which would put self forward and advises us not to be
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too sure of the thimgs which we cannot see. If such
hints are hearkened to, doubt is bred and indifference
ensues ; discouragement, despondency and despair follow
in its wake. We must remember: “Greater is he that is
in you, than he that is in the world”.—1 John 4: 4.

There is another attack from the flesh against our
faith which is more subtle than almost any other: it is
the suggestion that the Lord’s work in the world is in
special need of our advice or knowledge or experience.
It is one of the most difficult things to believe, not
merely that God is good and that he has benevolent in-
tentions and designs toward us, but to believe that work
undertaken in the name of the Lord and in harmony
with his Word will have his guidance, nis approval, and
his blessing. Indeed, some of the hottest battles in the
bivouac of faith are fought on this very point, and, sad
to say, the battles are not always won by faith.

FAITH VS. THE PARTISAN SPIRIT

‘There is another spirit of the world which faith can,
must, and will overcome, and that is the partisan spirit,
the disposition to be more loyal to persons than to prin-
ciples. 'This party fecling, closely akin to tribal affec-
tion, is an affinity which holds one to those with whom
he happens to be associated, often irrespective of their
virtues or worthlessness. It may or may not be used for
good. At any rate faith bids us to have our closest
association with the Lord so that everything else will be
subservient; we would not love people merely because
we happen to be associated with them but rather from
principle, because of certain lovable qualities or possi-
bilities in them. We are helped in this direction, in the
case of the Lord’s people, because they have the Father’s
stamp of approval in the shape of his begetting spirit.
Frequently our preference for family or for a circle of
friends or acquaintances arises merely from the fact that
they are tolerant of our weaknesses and failures, because
they have the same or similar ones to ours. Our proper
pride and modesty alike should forbid the encouragement
of such attachments as tend toward failure.

The party spirit may easily merge into pride or glory
in the “movement” with which we happen to be con-
nected. We should remember that the very same in-
fluences are at work against us as have been against all
other upward religious movements in the past. Cer-
tainly none would claim for a moment that we as indi-
viduals are better than they. Who can say that if we
were to continue here for twenty-five years more, we, or
those following us, would not be as thoroughly dyed-in-
the-wool sectarianists as ever trod the globe? Who can
boast? We, just as well as others, have to fight against
these things; fight, not with fists, but with faith, faith
that God will perform his own purposes, sometimes with
and sometimes irrespective of our cotperation. Are we
of Paul, or of Apollos, or of Cephas—or of Christ?

"The spirit of the world comes out, too, in the spirit of
criticism, or of unkind and often unjust censure of the
conduct of others. Habitual criticism of men and things
is a sign not of superior faculties and finer sensibilities,
as the flesh suggests to us, but of actual moral and spir-
itual decrepitude, which, while seeking to justify itself
by the thought of opposing the evil, really gloats over
the unlovely traits thus held before the mind. “Love”,
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on the contrary, “rejorceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth
with the truth,” with the spirit of righteousness, which
abhors the thoughts of evil and does not even consider
them, when possible to escape. Faith in God’s word that
“none [is] righteous, no, not one,” should teach us not
to expect perfection in any, nor even consistency of con-
duet, since that would imply perfection. It takes great
faith to start out on a mental hunt for commendable
points in a person whom we have been in the habit of
looking on as the embodiment of undesirable traits.

LOVE IN SPITE OF FAULTS

Perhaps a brother seems harsh or unkind in his man-
ner or utterances, uncouth or crude in his ways; perhaps
he does not appeal to us.  Faith would still tell us that
there must he some lesson for us to learn there. Per-
haps this is only the Lord’s way of calling our attention
to uunloveliness in ourselves.  But what about that
brother? Never mind too mueh about that brother. The
Lord will attend to him in his own way. DPerhaps that
brother does not need exactly the same lessons that we
need ; or maybe he will get them later; or maybe he has
had them in the past and is carrying the scars from a
field where we would have heen vanquished.

It is true we could not admire any one because of his
umperfections, but we can admire him in spife of his
imperfections, that is, for other qualities which he doubt-
less has. Thus faith, believing that God will deal with
others in a righteous and suitable way without our
attempting to hand out punishment, and believing that
he will also teach us aright, gives us contentment even
under galling circumstances—mnot contentment with im-
perfect qualities, in either ourselves or others, but con-
tentment with the Lord’s general providences which
permit us to be in contact with others as imperfect as
ourselves. Those who command our admiration in every
particular appeal only to the gentler side of our char-
acter, and if our expericnces were wholly with such we
might not develop enough fibic and sinew. Then too, we
often discover that our poor selves grate on others in
much the same way that they do on us. It is no test of
love when we admire a person or his doings. Wait until
almost his every action scems perverse, or inconsistent,
or even wrong, then sce how much love is left.

The tendency to criticism on the part of our flesh may
extend even to the manner used in preaching the Gospel.
Of course, no one should think that he may not form
mental opinions respecting the desirability or undesir-
ability of a thing or act. That we, as rational creatures,
are bound to do. But to criticise merely as a habit is
what does us harm, if it does harm to none other. The
sound of the gospel may or may not be pleasing to the
flesh, depending on the language in which it is couched.
[t may be delivered in a rambling way and pain our
sense of rhetoric or logic. Our fleshly judgment suggests
the thought that such an exposition of the truth could
never do any one any good. But wonder of wonders!
some heart gives evidence of being comforted and helped.
The Lord is not now teaching us logic and philosophy
in the pure form, but is teaching us faith, and is secking
to inspire and to feed a devotional spirit in us that will
draw us closer and closer to him and away from the
spirit of the world. Whoever is rich in love toward God
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and toward the brethren is rich indeed and if he be
faithful unto death he will have Christ, “in whom are
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”.—
Colossians 2:3; Revelation 2: 10.

How subtle is the mind of the flesh ! It seeks to judge
and to decide everything according to the natural obser-
vation. When the natural observation suggests a thought
which is contrary to love, love, if active, will repel that
thought and faith will come forward and say: I believe
there is some sterling quality in that brother, whether 1
can see it or not: 1 believe God made no mistake when
he set his love there. “Faith” thus “worketh by love”,
(Galatians 5:6) Love prompts faith to gain the victory
against injustice and unkindness.

FAITH AND OUR GREAT CHANGE

Should it be deemed a wonderful thing to believe in a
change of nature, when the nature of our very temporal
existence is problematic? Look, under the highest power
microscope, at human flesh and instead of being solid
matter, it is really composed of hittle particles which do
not even touch each other but are, in proportion to their
size, widely separate. If even our present life is a mystery
and a miracle should we think it a strange thing to
believe in the veracity of Jehovah when he says that he
will give us a new life? If we really believe that he will
give us the things promised, we will certainly conform
ourselves to the conditions; there can be no question
about that. The things promised are so wonderful and
so grand that, if we truly believe, we must desire them.

Kven man, with merely high earthly ambitions, has
heen able to accomplish wonders in a short space of time
by applying himsclf fully to the subject in hand. It is
told of the world-famed naturalist, Audubon, that when
he was twenty-four years old, he observed a small fleck
of blood on his handkerchief and knew he had but a few
years to live. He determined to make the best of them
and to do something that would be of public good.
Accordingly he set about it and in the brief space of six
vears he accomplished the colossal task of classifying all
the birds of the world. That was a great work and he
did it single-handed ; but we have all the power in the
universe that is necessary to help us accomplish the
great work before us. According to our faith is the only
rule measuring the amount of power on which we can
draw. Let us give ourselves wholly to it!

We need not be entirely discouraged if unlovable and
unlovely qualitics show themselves under stress. The
refining work does this. The intended effect of the
fire is to do this very thing -- to show up the dross
that it may be skimmed off as rapidly as scen. Our faith-
fulness is marked by the assiduity with which we submit
ourselves to the refining and not mercly by the outward
gracionsness of our conduct, desirable though that be.

The Father promises to give us of his heavenly wisdom,
if we ask in faith, never wavering. (James 1:6) Heaven-
Iy wisdom in sufficient measure would certainly enable
ug to direct all our affairs to the Lord’s glory and thus
to be faithful ambassadors. Also he gives us the holy
spirit on the same condition. Who can doubt that the
holy spirit in rich measure will work out such fruits of
the spirit as will guarantee us an abundant entrance
into the kingdom of our T.ord and Savior Jesus Christ ?
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The wisdom then is sufficient for all the exigencies of
our present trial time and the holy spirit prepares us
for the future. What more could be done for us? And
all securable in proportion to our faith!

FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT

We are in the rear guard of a noble train of victors- -
Jesus, Paul, Peter, John, and many, many others. If
God’s Word was mighty to spur them on to victory; if
it, and nothing else, was able to inspirc in them a
victorious faith, why may it not be so with us? The
Lord will do his part. Will we do ours? The Lord’s
people should he ashamed to catch themselves at any-
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thing small or commonplace in thought. “What manner
of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and
godliness!” (2 Peter 3:11) The disposition to show
oursclves worthy ambassadors is the germ of victory;
victory over smallness, victory over self, victory over the
world in our flesh ; and it can be sustained only by faith.

“Unanswered yet? Faith cannot be unanswered:
Ifer feet are firmly planted on the rock:

Amid the wildest storms she stands undaunted,
Nor quails before the loudest thunder-shock.

She knows Omnipotence hath heard her prayer,
And cries, Tt shall be done. sometime. somewhere.”

STRENGTH VS. WEAKNESS

“When I am weak, then I am strong.”—2 Corinthians 12: 10.

1 ARE not to understand the Apostle to mean

that the Lord will give physical strength to his

people, in some remarkable way, because they
belong to him ; for if he did, his people would be the most
powerful people in the world; and we know that this is
not the case. The strength which the Lord gives is a
strength of mind, a mental and moral courage which
more than makes up for any lack of physical strength.
Some of the Lord’s children have very little bodily
strength; and yet they have a courage, a strength of
heart, far superior to that of many who possess much
greater physical vigor.

The Apostle Paul exultingly exclaims: “When I am
weak, then am I strong!” So by the exercise of proper
faith and trust in the Lord we who belong to him may
be far stronger than we could be under any other cir-
cumstances and conditions. We may, however, feel sure
that the Lord will give special physical strength to his
people if otherwise they would be unable to accomplish
whatever he wishes them to do. We have seen this
demonstrated. We have known Christians who were not
naturally strong to be granted a very special strength
at times when there was a particular and important
work to be done for God. Perceiving their confidence
and faith, the Lord is pleased to grant them special
strength, so that they may endure what others who were
physically stronger might not be able to bear up under.

PEACE BORN OF FAITH

“The Lord will bless his people with peace.”” This i»
not true in an outward sense. It was not true thus of
our Master ; and his special associates, the apostles, were
buffeted and afflicted as all of the Lord’s followers have
been throughout the gospel age. The adversary does
everything in his power to make our lives unpleasant
and unhappy. We must contend with fightings without
and fightings within. Tt is not all peace without and
all calmness within.

We must battle with our own flesh ; for there is where
we are to gain an important part of the victory. We
are to “fight a good fight,” a conquering fight. We are
to put forth earnest effort in fighting against the world.
against our own fallen nature, and against the adversary
and all the things that he would put into our mind and
heart. We are to get the better of these things. The

Liord blesses his people with strength to overcome these
adverse influences and difficultics, and gives them peace
of hearl cven in the midst of their difficulties.

We are not to be at peace with the flesh, but always at
war with it. There is a peace in the Lord, however, that
is born of faith and of implicit trust in his promises.
He has promised us grace sufficient for every time of
need. He has promised that we shall not be overcome in
any trials or difficultics, if we remain faithful to our
covenant. We are assured that we shall have the victory,
trusting in his strength. This gives us rest, peace and
confidence. So we for very joy can sing.

We arc resting in the Lord’s precious promises—-the
promises which he has given to none save his very own.
We are resting in his strength and his ability to make
good his promises. We know that he who has called us
is able to perform all his good word, and will surely do it.
(Joshua 23:14) This peace and rest is the special
blessing of the holy spirit. Only in proportion as we re-
ceive the holy spirit, the holy mind, the holy disposition,
of God, can we have his promises fulfilled in us. It is
a matter of simple proportion. As we grow in grace and
in the knowledge of the Lord, in the knowledge of his
truth, we shall have additional comfort and strength.
We chall thus grow up into Christ from day to dav
and shall ever abide in his love.

The Lord desires that our characters shall become
hoth beautiful and strong. In nature there are some
<ubxtances which are beautiful in appearance, but which
have neither firmness nor durability. The ruby is a
precious stone of hoth beauty and hardness; and we
have an article of food. a ruby-tinted gelatine, which
much resembles the ruby in outward appearance, but
which is lacking in firmmness. Some people have char-
acters of this kind. These will be dealt with during
the next age. But those whom the lLord is choosing
to place in his diadem of beauty and glorv must have
a character which not only has the element of beauty,
but possesses also firmness of texture and quality—a
character able through divine grace to endure the
severest pressure that will be brought to bear upon it,
and much cutting and polishing. Thus shall we become
jewels of rarest value, the admiration of every beholder,
fitted to show forth forever the glory of Jehovah.
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“Ood is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”—Psalin 46:1.

came the leader of the Israelites at the death of Moses.

Joshua was a worthy example of faithfulness to God.
Under divine direction he divided the land of Palestine
among the tribes of Israel, giving each his portion with the
understanding that the portion was the gift of God, and
thut the more raith they possessed the more quickly would
each tribe enter into its inheritance.

Through an anzel especially sent as God's representative
the Israelites were enipined by the Lord to tuke possession
of the land speedily, driving out their enemies, destroying
their idols and altars of worship, and thus conquering the
entire country for themselves as God's people and riddmng
botht themselves and their children of all tdolatrous tempta-
tion. But inxtead of deing this, they made leagues with the
various heathen peoples inhabiting the land, and brought
themselves into more or less of a friendly relationship.
This disobedience proved to be a serious snare.

In studying the history of the nation of Israel, we are to
remember that the Apostle Paul tells us that all those things
which happened to them were allegorical. (1 Corinthians
10:11) They were true, they were real occurrences: but
from God’s standpoint their chief object and purpose was
to illustrate certain great truths for spiritual Israel, coming
afterwards and known as the gospel church. Thus, for in-
stance, when the Christian enters upon his new life as a
result of his consecration to God, it corresponds to the cross-
ing of Jordan-—dying to old interests and entering upon the
new inheritance. Under the leadership of Jesus, our Joshua,
we enter into new life full of faith, Victories result.

T()UAY’S study tells us of the death of Joshua, who be-

SPIRITUAL ISRAEL’S ENEMIES

Then we learn that the new creature is to conquer the
perverted appetites of his own flesh, which correspond to
the idolatrous peoples who resided in Canaan. 1t is the duty
of the new creature to drive out these earthly hopes, ambi-
tions, weaknesses, perversions, and oppositions to the Lord
and his righteousness. If the work of exterminating is car-
ried on thoroughly, the result would be a ripened character,
~frong in the Lord, full of faith, obedience, and blessing.

IHowever, like the Israelites of old, in too many cases the
l.ord’s people make a truce with their own fleshly weak-
nesses. They fail to drive these out, fail to overthrow the
altars of passion, avarice, etc. These weaknesses and de-
pravities of the old nature cower for a time before the new
creature, entreating mercy, patience, and a measure of grat-
iflecation. But as surely as these implorings are granted,
the passions and weaknesses become stronger and stronger:
and in the battle the new creature is worsted until he must
cry to the Lord for deliverance, lest he perish before the
onslaught of his own passions and desires. Thus the lives
of many Christian people are a succession of battlings and
defeats, captivities. The decisive battle should have been
fought out at first., The will should have been firmly fixed
on the side of righteousness, truth, and obedience to Godl.

It is difficult to determine how much all of the Lord's
people suffer as a result of not being firm enough, rigorous
enough, in their dealings with their own flesh, especially
at the beginning of their Christian experience. The only
remedy is to cry unto the Lord, as did tnhe Israelites when
they found themselves hard pressed. As the Lord delivered
his anclent people, so he is willing to deliver all spiritual
Israelites. However, it is certainly a shame for Christians
that their defeats are so numerous, even as it was a shame
to the Israelites that during the period of the Judges they
were eighteen times oppressed by their neighbors, were slaves
where they should have been masters. The one great lesson
of all these experiences to the natural Israelites and to the
spiritual Israelites is the lesson of God’s mercy. The Lord
is very gracious, willing to forgive our trespasses and to
assist us when we realize our wrong condition and make
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an appeal for help. To all such the divine promise is: “I
will heal their backsliding; I will love them freely”.--
Hoxea 14:4; FEphesians 2:4-9,

JOSHUA’S WISE EXHORTATION

The book of Joshua closes with the account of the death
of that great leader, and the hook of Judges begins with in-
cidents covering the same period.  When Joshua reualized
that hix work wax done and that he was about to be gath-
ered to his fathers, to sleep with his fathers in deatl, he
cilied the Israelites together.  When the tribes had assem-
bled at Shechem, Joshua reminded them of the Lord's mer-
cies and manifest favors toward them in bringing them thus
far and in finally giving to each t(ribe the allotment of its
inheritance in the promised land of Canaan. Then he
warned them respecting the dangers of the situation, the
necessity for being sepurate from the people of the land,
the Gentiles; otherwise the tendeney might be toward idol-
atry,  He urged upon all a 1ull settlement of the mind, the
will, on the side of the Lord and against all the heathen
religions, It was then that he took his stand and an-
nounced: “Choose ye this day whom ye will serve; but as
for me and my house. we will serve the Lord”  The people
joined with him in the xame resolve.

Our lesson today tells u« that during all the days of
Joshua and of the others of the judges who outlived their
great leader, things went well with the Israelites. They had
the Lord’s blessing and were prosperous. These leaders
had in mind the Lord’s wonderful dealings with his people,
and therefore they realized the importance of being on the
Lord's side if they would have his blessing. The idolatries
that came in were subsequent,

The true God has always prohibited idols, image worship;
while the false gods have usually been represented by these.
According to human reasoning the idols would appear to be
an excellent way of keeping religion before the mind; but
it is not God’s way and hence is not advantageous. As the
Israelites noted the idolatrous worship of their neighbors,
they doubtless felt that the latter were the more religious,
because of this outward demonstration. Moreover, in con-
nection with the heathen forms of worship were various
licentious practices, which to some extent would attract
through curiosity and, because of the weunknesses of the
flesh, would appeal to the Israelites. The true God had on
the contrary instituted in their midst a system of worship
which was pure in itself, in every way condemning sin,
pointing out the necessity for its cancellation and the need
for drawing near to God in the way of divine appointment.
In a word, the true religion appealed to the highest and
noblest sentiments; while the false religions of the Canaan-
ites appealed to the baser passiong, combining a form of
godliness with gratification of the flesh in dancings and
various saturnalia.

Some Christinng are prone to condemn the Israelite very
severely for wandering off, time and again, into the idola-
tries of his heathen neighbors and requiring to be punished
of the Lord In order that he might turn again and seek
Jehovah in the right way. DBut let all such Christians re-
member the antitype—how forms of godliness are inclined
to take the place of true heart-worship, reverence; and how
the wenknesses of the flesh are inclined to assert themselves,
to justify themselves and, if possible, to make themselves
appear to be in accordance with the divine will. Let them
remember that today many worship the golden calf more
than they worship God, requiring chastisements time and
again to correct them, to awaken them to their true condi-
tion. Let them remember, too, that the Christians have
made themselves idols equally as hideous as any made by
the heathen—not idols of stone or wood or bronze, but more
hideous misrepresentations of the divine character—the
printed creeds.—1 John 5:21.
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Verse seventeen and its connections seem to indicate that
the record of our lesson covers a long period of centuries of
Israel’'s experiences, under many judges. \When the people
repented, the Lord raised up judges or, as we would say,
deliverers, through whom their adversities would be turned
aside. Yet even these repeated experiences did not deeply
enough impress the great lesson, so that they needed to learn
it over and over. When the judge would recover them from
their adversities, and they would have rest during the re-
mainder of his lifetime, it was merely to fall away after
his death. Nevertheless, the Lord’s covenant was with the
nation; and the centuries since have shown the persistency
of God’s merey.—Romans 10:21.

DIVINE FAVOR RETURNING TO ISRAEL

As we have previously pointed out, the Bible indicates
very clearly that Israel’s last greut lesson of oppression
under the Gentiles closed in 1914, The long period of chas-
tisement, twenty-five hundred and twenty years, began when
the crown was taken away from King Zedeklah, in B. C.
606. (Ezekiel 21:25-27) During all this time Israel was
not an independent nation. As the Lord had declired
through his prophets, Zedekiah was the last of the line of
David who should rule until Messiah’s kingdom should be
established. The end of the Gentile times in 1914, then,
marks the beginning of Messiah’s kingdom. FEverywhere
are to be seen manifestations that he as the great Judge is
taking over the affairs of the world, and that Israel's final
deliverance has begun at last.

Before that deliverance can be fully accomplished, how-
ever, spiritual Israel must first experience the glorious
change of the first resurrection. Thus the spiritual empire
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must be estublished first. Following that great event and
the incidental time of trouble will come the exaltation of
representatives of natural Israel to be the earthly exponents
of the heavenly Messianic kingdom. These will be the
ancient worthies of the Hebrew people—Abraham, Isaac.
Jacob and all the prophets, brought back from the tomb
Others of the Hebrew people, delivered from the Gentile
domination, will nevertheless get their blessing through their
acceptance of the kingdom arrangements, This includes the
thought that their eyes of understanding will open and that
they will recognize the great King. Thus it is written that
those who pierced him will look upon him and mourn be-
cause of a realization that they crucified the I’rince of life
Nevertheless they will have a great blessing, in proportion
as they have been seeking conscientiously to serve God and
the principles of his righteousness. Then the Lord will
pour upon them the spirit of grace and supplication, in con-
nection with which they will have so much blessing. (Zech-
ariah 12:10) And this blessing of the Lord, coming upon
Israel first, means also the blessing of all mankind.

All who realize the fulfillment of the times of the Gentiles
should be looking for and cooperating with the further steps
of the divine plan. One of these is Israel’s repossession of
the control! of Palestine, the inheritance of Abraham and his
family. The time is ripe. It now remains for those Jews
who by God’s favor have the wealth to use that wealth in
the furtherance of the hope of Israel. But a failure on
man’s part to appreciate and use opportunities will not
interfere with the divine plan. The hour of blessing is at
hand. Through divine instrumentality Palestine (s now
passing into the hands of the Jews.

DEBORAH AND BARAK DELIVERED ISRAEL

— — APRIL 11 — JUDGES 4:4-16 — —

{SRAEL UNDER THE JUDGES — DIVINE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THEIR GOVERNMENT — THE FIRST ARMAGEDDON BATTLE
— SISERA AND BARAK — DEBORAH AND JAEL-— WAS THE LATTER A MURDERESS? — HOW “THE STARS IN THEIR
COURSES FOUGHT AGAINST SISERA”. —HOPE FOR THE CANAANITES IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD.

“When in their distress they turned unio Jehovah, the God of Israel, and sought him, he was
Jound of them.”—g Chronicles 15:4.

SRAEL/'S history from the time of the division of Canaanr
I among the tribes until the anointing of Saul to be their
king, a period of 450 years, is called the period of the
judges, Joshua being the first judge and Samuel the last.
These judges evidently were not elected to their position,
but were raised up to it providentially. But as these judges
had no power or authority, collected no revenues and held
no office which they could entail upon others, it follows that
any power or influence they possessed was a personal one,
and to give it weight or force implied a proper acknowledge-
ment of them as divinely appointed or raised up. This
arrangement led the people continually to look to God for
their helpers and leaders rather than to engage in an ordi-
nary claptrap of politics in whieh personal ambition and
deaire for spoils would predominate. God did the nominat-
ing; and the people in proportion as they would come into
harmony with him took cognizance of his choice and prac-
tically endorsed it or voted for it by their acceptance of
the judge. In some instances there may have been a more
methodical procedure, as is intimated in Judges 2: 7, where
the elders of Israel, who had witnessed God's miraculous
interposition en their behalf, and who had outlived Joshua,
«eem to have constituted the judges in the different tribes.
This arrangement by which God gave Israel their judges
is in considerable harmony with his dealings with spiritual
Israel during this gospel age, raising up for them from time
to time special counselors, deliverers, ministers. Similarly
spiritual Israelites are not to caucus, wire-pull and decide
for themselves who shall be their spiritual leaders, but are
to regard the Lord as the great Chief Captain, and are to
look to him to raise up from time to time such spiritual
chieftains as he may please. The acceptance of the leadings
of these as God's appointees does not necessarily mean theit

selection by ballot, but may be indicated merely by giving
ear to their teachings in harmony with the Word of the
Lord. The lead of such spiritual lieutenants of divine ap-
pointment will always be marked by spiritual victories and
by the bringing of the Lord’s people into closer heart rela-
tionship with him. Any leadership which does not produce
such fruits is evidently not of the Lord ; for the spirit of the
Lord leads not to bondage, ignorance or strife, hut to love,
joy, peace of heart, liberty of consclence.

ISRAEL’'S FORM OF GOVERNMENT

The nation of Israel needed no congress or legislature; for
it had one Lawgiver, the Lord, and the law given at Mount
Sinai was to be perpetually the guide to the nation. Under
the law the priests and the Levltes were the appointed
helpers of the people in things pertaining to God, to instruct
them in the law and to represent them in the typical sacri-
ficing, atonement work, etc. In each tribe, also, the elders
had charge of the civil affairs of the tribe according to
their capacity. As for soldiers and a war department, Israel
had none. The divine law was to separate them from all
other nations: and if they would remain faithful to the T.ord
he was to be thelr protector against all antagonists.

Similarly spiritual Zion in every congregation is to look
out from among themselves fit men for the services needed.
God’s law is to keep them separate from the schemes, war-
fares and entanglements of the world, They are to be his
peculiar people, and his pledge to them Is that all things
shall work together for their good as long as they abide
faithful to him. Therefore they need no armies provided
with carnal weapons, although they are all soldiers of the
cross, pledged to fight against sin, especially each within
himself, and to lay down their lives for each other, “the
hrethren”.—1 .John 3:186.
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If the book of Judges be read as a fully complete history
of Israel for those four and one-half centuries, it would be
a discouraging account, and to some extent would give the
inference that they were continually in sin and idolatry, and
suffering punishment therefor. But this would be an un-
fair view to take. On the contrary the record passes by the
happy period of Israel’s prosperity, and specially points out
their deflections from obedience to God, their punishments
for such transgressions and their deliverances from their
troubles through the judges or deliverers whom God raised
up for them. That this period was in many respects a
favorable time for the Israelites is implied in the Lord's
promise, “I will restore thy judges as at the first, and th)
counselors as at the beginning”.—Isaiah 1:26.

Ineidentally the story of Ruth and that of Samuel's
parents give us little glimpses of the other side of the mat-
ter, glimpses of the God-fearing piety prevalent among many
of the people, glimpses of the happiness and contentment
enjoyed. If in our own day we were to judge of the world's
affairs wholly by the daily history and details in the news-
papers, we might get the impression that crimes, strikes,
accidents, and imprisonments constituted the whole life in
our land; for the great mass of the people attending to the
ordinary affairs of life are scarcely mentioned. In accord-
ance with this thought are the following lines from the poet
Whittier in which lhe rejoices in this land of liberty and
blesxing, notwithstanding the unfavorable reports thereof
which go out to the world daily through the press-

“Whate'er of folly, shame or erime
Within thy mighty bounds transpires,
With speed defying space or time
Comes to us on the aceusing wires;
While all thy wealth of noble deeds,
Thy homes of peace, thy votes unsold,
Thv love that pleads for human needs,
The wrongs redressed, but half is told!"”

THE FIRST RECORDED ARMAGEDDON BATTLE

Heretofore we have pointed out that the great battle of
Armageddon, the antitypical one, ix near, that it will quickly
follow the world war., Today’s study relutes to the first of
the great baltles in the valley of Megiddo, noted for its
many slaughters, and therefore made the basis of the divine
prediction respecting {he “time of trouble such as was not
since there was a nation”, and which will precede and pre-
pare the way for Messiah’s glorious rute of a thousand
years.—1 Corinthians 15: 24 - 26; Revelation 20: 6.

The Israelites had been guilty of idolatry, and according
to God’s covenant with them had been chastened by the
permitting of their enemies to vanquish them. They had
come to great straits. Their enemies had waxed strong and
high-handed, General Sisera, of the Canuanites, had hum-
bled the Israelites of North Palestine for years, and now
wis coming southward with a large army intent upon vie-
tories. The strength of bhis army is shown in the stuate-
ment that it contained nine hundred iron chariots. By the
time he had gotten as far southward as the valley of
Megiddo, messengers reached him, informing him that Barak,
a leader among the Israclites, bad improved the opportunity
afforded by his absence and was coming southward with an
army of ten thousand Israelites. Under divine guidance
Barak made Mount Tabor his army base, the place which in
Jesur’ day becime known to his followers ax the Mount of
Transfiguration, where the coming kingdom of Messinh was
represented in i vision. Thus we have another remarkable
feature of the picture of the future, the association of the
vision of the kingdom in proximity with the Armageddon
field of disaster picturing the changes due at this important
period of transition to Messiuh's rule.

Disdaining the poorly armed Israelites General Sisera
advanced toward Mount Tabor with his army on both sides
of the river Kishon, Then it was that the word of the lord
came afresh to General Barak, directing him to advance
against the army of the Canaanites. As related in our les-
son, tite slaughter was a great one. Sisera’s army was so
discomfited that it scattered. A great storm and cloudburst
swelled the river, making quagmires of the lower valleys
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and rendering useless the chariots of Sisera. His soldiers.
fleeing for their lives, were cut down by the Israelites.
while other thousands were swept by the freshets down the
river into the sea. This interference of God on behalf of
his people Israel is in figurative langunge styled the fighting
of “the stars of heaven” against Sisera’s army. Similuriy
in the great Armageddon near at hand it will not be humun
might that will prevail, but the disconcerted hosts will effect
the complete disruption of the present order of things; for
“every man’s hand shall be against his brother and aguainst
his neighbor”. (Ezekiel 38:21; Zechariah 8:10; 14:13) It
is the cloudburst of truth and the rising waters of knowl-
edge which are bringing to pass this great human catas-
trophe, which the Lord will overrule for man’s blessing

THE POWER OF A FAITHFUL WOMAN

Although the Lord has been pleased usually to select men
in connection with his work, not only as typiceal characters
but also as evangels of the gospel, nevertheless the Scrip-
tures give us pictures of noble women who, because of the
delinquency of men, have been almost forced into publie
service by God’s providence. Notable among the instances
of such in the Bible is the care of the prophetess Deborah
She perceived that neglect of the divine law had borne fruit
in the subjugation of her people, that this was spreading
throughout the land, and that what was needed was o
¢guide to point the people back to the right way—back to
Giod.  The Canaanites whom they had not conquered had
conquered them.—Deuteronomy 7:1-05.

This conquest was permitted of God. It had its mcipient
stage when the Israelites neglected the divine direction that

they should live separate from all other people. Instead,
they had begun to intermarry with the Canaanites. These

in turn had enticed their husbands a.d their children to
the worship of heathen godx, Apparently many of Israel
who had not gone over to idolatry had nearly lost their
knowledge and appreeiation of the true God. 'This same con-
dition is a difficulty today in thix land and everywhere, The
revulsion of Christinn people from the monstrous creedal
errors of the past has alienated many from the Bible, under
the belief that the Bible and the creeds teach the same doc-
trines.  This is the explanation of empty pews and a dis-
taste for religion. What the people need is correct informa-
tion respecting the true God of love and his real plan, as
outlined in the Bible.

In the dark hour of Israel’s oppression, the princes of
the tribes seemed to be lacking in patriotism as well as in
faith in God. Each tribe wuas a separate state and there
wias no cohesion between them, the divinely intended bond
of union, the true religion, having relaxed. It was ahout
this time that the Lord, seeking a channel through which
to be gracious to his people. found thet channel in a woman
—Dieberah,  She realized the situatiop more keenly than did
othiers, probuably because more deeply consecrated to God and
hix service. She moved from her home in the northern part

of the country to a central place in the highlands of
Ephraim.  From there she sent encouraging, stimulating

niessages to the chief men of the various trihes. She was
respected : her counsel was appreciated; her advice was
sought  In this sense she judged, admonished Tsrael.

FULL DEVOTION OF HEART ESSENTIAL

Deborah is styled a prophetess, Thix might mean a public
tencher, or it might mean one throuzh whom the Lord sent
special messages,  Some things connected with the story
indieate the latter thought. Surely the Lord used her, and
that becnuxe she wuas o willing and consecrated servant of
his cause, his people.  What a lesson is here for all of God’s
people, the Iesson that in order to be used in the Lord’s
service and to accomplish things for him and his a full
devotion of heart is necessary!

At an opportune time, when Sisera’s army with nine hun-
dred chariots had proceeded southward to Megiddo, Deborah
et word to Barak, a leader in her tribe, Naphtali. She
admonished that now was the time to do somefhing for the



deliverance of the people of God, and that he should imme-
diately march to battle with ten thousand Fsraelites. Barek
refused to do so unless she would cooperate.  She agreed {o
do so, forewarning him, however, that the honor of the mat-
ter would thus be divided with herself, and that he would
miss « part of his blessing by reason of his lack of courage.
Thus it was that when Barak’s army moved to Mount Tabor,
the force was under General Barak's command, but a woman
v the reul mouthpiece or agent of God, in directing the
affairs of the battle whieh broucht <such signal vietory to
the people of I<rael.

WAS SISERA’S MURDER JUSTIFIABLE ?

General Sisera’s chariots siuek o the mire.  1hs iy
defeated, he fled afoot with others, only {o be overtaken by
the victors. Infering a supposedly hospitable fent, he hid
himselt and fell asleep.  His hostess improsed the opportu-
nity and drove a tent-pin through his temple, Dy some the
act has been denounced ts o breach of hospitality, but by
othiers it has been defended on the crounds that the custom
still among the Arabs of Palestine is that any man who
Intrudes into @ womans tent isx worthy of death, At am
rate et us remember that Jael was not a Christian woman,
not begotten of the holy spirit, not taught in the school of
Christ and that, therefore, whatever may be said of her
would have no bearing whatever in respect to Christians,
who are under the law of the spirit of love.

Ineidentally, let us remember that not even one of the
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Jews <tood in the same relationship to God and his divine
purposes that true Christians occupy. Their warfare in the
flesh typifiex our warfare as new ecreatures against the
wenknesses and appetites of our flesh. Let us also remember
that the death ot Sisern and his army did not precipitate
them into a hell of torture, hut merely was the passage
way by which they were “guthered to their fathers”, “slept
with their fathers”. They have known nothing since, and
will know nothing in the future until the time of thelr
awakening ; and that awakening God has graciously timed
So that it will be after Messiah <hiall have taken possession of
the world, and by the e<tablishment of his Kingdom shall
have overthrown the kimadom of Satan, <in and death.

In due time Risern and his army will come forth, like the
remainder of mankind, as a result of the redemptive work of
Josus, finished gt Calvary. They will come forth in order
that the crice of God may be festified to them; and that
fhey may have an opportunity, by obedience to the laws of
the kinedonm, to prepare themselves to enter into everlasting
life on the plane of human perfection in an carthly paradise.
With this thought before us. it makes little difference
\‘\helhor death comes upon ux through war, pestilence or
flisease,  Onldy those are on {rial at the present time who
have heard of Christ, who have accepted him and who have
heen begotten of the holy spirit as new creatures, The trial
of all the remainder of the world is future; for knowledge
ix an essential testing for life eternal or death eternal

REPORT OF THE AUSTRALASIAN BRANCH

DrEArR DBRETIIREN *

Once again it is my creat privilege to ~ubmit the annual
report of the operations of the Australusian bhranch of our
beloved Soeciety in Australir and New Zealand, The sear
that has gone liis been o yvear of reiuvenation for us
these far-tiung parts of the tield  Nipefeen hundred andd
eighteen broucht us anxiety  hut not Cosporr---and condi-
tions that called for w Laree excreise of fauh
has =een that faith justified and
the Lord’s work more firmly here than over
before. IPor all of tins we are deeply arateful to the Giver
of all good, by whose Kkind favor we are pernntted o cobp-
erate with the Lord in the work now being accomplished.

At the tiime of writing T am on a pilgeim tour in the
Dominion of New Zealand, and am separated by miles of
blue water from the Melbourne oflice and the work, Thix 1
know, however, the past year, whatever the tabulated resulis
may be, has been one of stremious aetivity in nearly every
department of the service,

Tis suceessor
patience rewarded, and

ostablished

The high cost of living has borne hardly upon the deav
colporteurs. Not only has it made the publiec <low aboul
Investing in books, but it has materially swelled the oeol-
porteurs’ living expenses; and some of these dear onex have
been forced temporarily to quit the service. We are plan-
ning, however, to come to the rescue of these dear self-sac-
rificing workers and to insure greater permanency in the
colporteur service: and our grateful appreciation is specially
due to thoxe of them who in lean years and plenty have
courageously stuck to the work. Such a splendid example
s worthy of emulation, and T am giad to report several
recent accessions to that noble band.

Realizing the value of per<onal intercourse with the dear
brethren T have travelled, during the past year, throughout
the whole length and breadih of the Auxtralian continent
from Brisbane to Melbourne and trom Sidney to Perth; and
now T am engaging in a similar service in New Zealand.
ft has been very encouraging to note the zeul for service and
the spiritual growth of the dear brethren everywhere. A
public witness ha< also been given throughout the Iand under
various titles, such as, “The World Has IEnded”, “Bolshevism
and the Bible”, “Christ Tas Returned”. With no uncertain
gound we have declared the approaching destruction of

Great Dabylon and the establishment of Christ's Kingdom
on her ruins, There is room for much Pilerim work in this
vast continent : and with your approval T intend to push this
department of service <l more vigorously in the coming
e Pilerim visits have been nuude also by
other dear iethreen who have been mueh used of the Lord
- hoth o pivate and o public capacity,

Ocensional

The yveoar pow vided has been an unfortunate one for con-

ventions, ot least two of these splendnd gatherings having
been veloed by the influenza quarantine regulations,  In

January ast, howeser, there were no fewer than three such
helptul conventions, one at Melbourne, and one at Perth,
Australin, and one at Wellington, New Zealand., The Taster
holuday also furnished opportunity for gatherings at Ade-
laide, Melbourne, Perth and DBrishane, Australia, and at
Christelntreh, New Zealaoud, Al of these happy gatherings
vwere greatly blessed of the Lord and proved most helpful
to those present.

I am ~ure that all the dear brethren throughout Australia
will join with me in appreciation of the generosity of the
Society in canceling the debt of this branch, While not having
any opportunity to enter such doors of service as the Lord
may open before us, we shall strive, nevertheless, to work
with a due sensxe of responsibility for the Lord's money
and with such economy ax efficiency and the divine wisdom
will permit.

Tu closing let me aguin rveitevate the strong desire of the
dear brethren in every part of Australasia that they might
see the face of our dear Brother Rutherford and some of
tha other dear onex whose names and faces have gone
throughout the earth as martyrs for the message of truth.
While it is not at all our thought to attempt to force the
heads of the Rociety, we trust you will regard our constant
reiteration as an evidence of our great love for them and the
intenxity of our desire to see them in the flesh, It may be
that the dear Lord will open up the way for that desire
to he granted,

Praying for you the Lord's guidance and blessing always,
and assuring you of our loving and loyal cooperation in
the Lord's work, I am

Your brother and colaborer,
WM. W. JOoHNSTON



LETTERS FROM FAR AND NEAR

A REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE
Drar Friexps:

I am sending you $2.50 for The Warcn Tower and ‘I'ak
GOLYEN Ak, 1 am very thankful that I have come in touch
with “truth people”. 1T ke Pastor Russell's interpretations
better than thoxe of any other person who hus ever tried
to teach the Seriptures. Ilis explanation of the evil spirits
is certuinly true.  Just before getting his last volume,
“The Pinished Mystery,” T unwittinely had heeome o spirit
medium,  But after the demons had blinded me by telling
me lies and putting my mimd in w0 haze <o that the truths
stated e the Bible were nol understood or were forgotten

owas tinadly able (o throw ofl their wicked power, My
heavenly Father brought me out of their clutehes as |

talked with them and read Seriptures to them felling aboud
the second death, ete Finally they cane out boldly
~ittd they were deyvils

and

The ourja boavds are growing more and more 1 popular
Lovor. owas fallking to a0 Presby teran mimster about them
and asked lim to preach agamst them, but he would not.
ile knows nothing about the Thble's feachings concerning
~pirits and would not warn las people against them. Dut
when I mentioned Pastor Ihussell he became very mdignant
ad said many things neainst fon Afterward, he made an
attack on Pastor Russell from the pulpit, but nearly every-
thing he saild wax, of course, false,
coerning I'astor Russell's beliefs.

I have quit the c¢hurches, as I consider Pastor Russell's
books together with Tk Waien Towekr to be more Serip-
tural and Christ-like than are the churches,

I am very thankful that my heavenly lrather sent the
yYoung man to me with “The Finished Mystery”. Since then
I hve hought the other books of the series,

Yours m Christ,

IHe Knows nothing con-

Mes K. rrorp - =W,
HIS JOY MUCH INCREASED
Brrovey Brernrps
As T am now on vacation and revisinng some ot the

places of precious memories in Jamstiea, T otake the oppor-
tunity to expressomy fervent Jove for your and wdl the dear

<olaborers witl you,
Lwish you to kuow that T oann wreatly blessed by the visgs
of e Wagore Fownr for the past three vears, that 1

hearuly endmse the several special artreles which seem to
reach a elorious olimax n are the [Fearless" and
“Glorttymg God”. 1 have special pleasure in the ealim and
gentle tone of all the articles which have come from your
pen; so courageous, so powertul, and yet so full of love aned
Kindness toward Surely  those of our breihren
who are deceived by the dazzle and tlourish of “perverse
things” should be wonderfully helperd to see the deception
of the wdversary and be delivered.

Twelve years ago, 1 named the last volume of the series
“The IFinished Mystery”, expressing to o class of the Lord's
people the belief (hat it would indeed be “the handwriting
on the wall”, aud that it would do @« mighty work of testing
among the people of God. But little did 1 imagine T mysell
would be invelved to the extent that I should doubt the
truth of its presentations: yer | had a little trouble with it,
#0 that after the rirst reading, I was unwilling to circulate
it for a time. 1 had a little experience, however, which made
me quickly remember that it wax intended of the Lord to be
A lest (o the professed house of Israel.

Immediately after the death of our beroved Brother Rus-
sell, 1 bezun the study of Kzekicel and came to a fair under-
standing of his prophesies. 1 remember my findings on
HEzekiel 28 and how the comments in T seemed at

“Dlessed

GPPOSeTS.

Volume 7
first to be so much at varianee with what I had concluded,
by diligent comparison of Scripture, to he a correct under-
standing.  But how astonished | was to find, on second
reading, that nearly all of its presentations on that chapter
are precisely ws 1 ohad proven correet eighteen months be-
fore! 1 saw the point; 1 passed the test ;o and 1 truly aflivm
that from the spring of 1918 until now, when T amm reading
the book for the tifth time, my “joy in the Lord” has been
twofold greater than that of my previous twenty-one years
in the narrow wuay

79

I shall weleome a new edition m the Lord's providence,
with its "many like words™ of similar import. But 1 love
ttin its original form, before Jehoiakim used his knife on it ;
for it offers @ large opportunity for the holy spirit to manl-
test itselt in hnowlodge, in meckness, and in loee of the
brcthron-—the final test of sonship. And lhow glad I am
that in all this experience, T have no mughty words or
theughts whereot to repent,

May you be as faithful to the Lord for the little
that remains as you have been for the past three
~thee the Laodicean messenger left us,

Your brother by his grace,
Jo AL Brow e,

while
years

i

FEASTING AT IHE LORD’S
Powan D tiigeN 1N 1HE Lory

["or the past sixoyears my wife aid 1 oheove been rejoreing
m God's wonderfol plan of redempiion as o result of reading
and studying he N e Senrreriopes. We have
foasted upan all the foods set before us by the “Neventh
Angel™, and our farth has grown stronger day by day., The
more we ool over these past years siqee we really began to
Hve amd walk in the newness of life, the more can we
appreciate his Toving Linduess and tender mercies and re-
jorce that all shall know him in the very near future.

We had the privilege of meeting Pastor Russell soon after
hecoming interested and heard his wonderful portrayal of
the Bible. Thereafter each Towrer we received seemed to
g us o personal visit of our dear Pastor, and we have
no doubt but that the Wateh Tower Bible and Tract Society
wis the channel, 1S the ehinnel and will continue to be such
to the end.

We especially appreciate, ar this time, the efforts you are
putting forthe in the Master's service,

The Taowkrs zrow betrer wd we greatly appreciate e
GorpeN Ak sind the priviteze we have in the Master's seryvice.

A dreft tor X to be used in the Master's
AN 2O may

1.
the Lord's continued
prayer

TABLE

N bis

Voo inelose -
SOPV e
May

daily

<0

blessings attems] yon is our
Your brother and sister by his crace,

Crovs avp Huten Juoae, Calif,

REJOICING IN THE LORD’S GOODNISS
AR DBREFUEBEN IN 1HE LLORD:

Seeing it is the general custonn of the classes to il in the
V. DML Questions, T am very thankiul 1o the Lord for his
grace in permitting me to do so. Although feeling that 1
have answeraed (hem very imperfeetly, it was not until 1
had made a caveful and prayerful study of them in the
divine Word with the help of the Scriprugre STUDIES, that 1
could have answered them at all.

I am especially thankful to the dear Lovd for Vol. 7, as
it is 2 great help to me, enabling me to resist the powers of
evil. 1 also rejoice that he is permitting me to have a share
in declaring the “fall of Babylon” and the blessed news of
the coming kingdom. I am also very grateful to the dear
Lord for the “"Vow",

Assuring you of our prayers daily on your behalf, for the
food which the Lord is daily providing through that blessed
channel, and praying that the Lord’s blessing may abide
withh the Socie1y till we all meet in that one grand conven-
tion with those dear ones who have gone before, I am

Your< in the one hope,
LEONARD HUNTER.—.Lua.

GRATEFUL FOR CONTINUED MINISTRIES
DEAvR BRETHREN @

Greetings! Iave just received the latest WatcH TOwEsr.
Thank you for your continued ministries. Its “Views” in
my humble estimaiion constitute the ‘Acme’ In selection,
compilation and value of service to the church. Had I the
means, I would bave a special issue printed of this number,
and mail it to every English speaking editor, both secular
and religious, including ‘Israel’.

Yours in fellowship of spirit,
I'RED LLEKON SCHEERER. --Caltf.



International Bible Students Association Classes

Lectures and Studies by Traveling Brethren

BROTHER W. a. BAKER P o BROTHER T. H'ATEORN’II‘()? M 14
i iqua, O... . ........... . T uburn, Ind............ ar.
Q;}I{,‘%’,mﬁgf““ """ ’:‘Mf'r' ;{? Covington, 0 8 Alvordton, O.. .18
Solomon, Kan.. v 18 Greennlle ,': 9 Ploneer, 0. - 18
Abilene, Kan.. » 19 Lima, O..... »o10 Toledo, O..... - %g
Clay Center, Kan........ » 21 Van Wert, v Fremont, O. .. "
Newton Kan. ..o, 14 Riley, Kan.. . ...... ... » 2% Bryan, O 12 Sandusky, O....oeeeee 19
BROTHER R. H, BARBER Laramie, Wyo BROTI{}EIB > Hl\’Ie‘glgg‘\J.IAlyeb... . 14
Chicago, II............ ... Mar, 7 Milwaukee, Wis Mar. 14  Cheyenne, Wyo. 8 Ravenna, Neb... ro18
Waukegan, I .8 QGratiot, Wis, .. " 13 Sidney Nebr... 9 Grand Island, Neb. 11
Zion City, 1N rog Monticello, Wis " 16 Alliance, Neb. * 10 Columbus, Néb... » 18
ggleljlﬁgsh‘;h\\'is ” 1(1) %{Iim}ii]son é\’ist.. " i; North Platte, Neb. » 11 David City, Neb " %g
, ” chlan enter, . "1 Lincoln, Neb............. .
Sheboygan Falls, Wi » 12 La Crosse, Wis. .. ... » 19 Drads, Neb. 12 incoln, Neb
BROTHER D. TOOLE
BROTHER T. E, BARKER Tacoma, Wash... ....Mar, 7 Sedro Woo)ley,vwash ..... Mar 14
Greenfield, Mass............... Mar. 7 Beverly, Mass.. Mar. 16 Enumclaw, Wash, - Bellingham, Wash. 1
Orange, Ma ____________ "8 Kittery, Me... [ Iverett, Wash....... " 9 Kverson, Wash. .. 1
West Chelmsford Mass "9 Kennebunk, Me 1§ Sultan, Wash.. v 10 Vancouver, B. 1
f.owell, Mass 210 Partlnnd, Me, . n 19 Stanwood, Wash . . »o1n Victoria, B. C. , 21
Lawrence, Mass.. " ]1 Auburn, Me.. ... T+ 9] Burlington, Wash. .. ... . 12 Pt. Townsend, Wash... Mar. 23
Haverhill, Maes, vo12 Wilton, Me Lot 22 T
BR T liar) v,y BRﬁTHF?R L'RF' VS v 16
C ton, W. Va, ... a ock, W. Va,
r BROTHER J. A. BOHNET Springdale, W. Va... Nar 8,9  Princeton, W. Va 17
ey i goplin, Mo. Mt. Lookout, W. Va. Mar, 10, 11 Bluefield, . Va ol
Taneyille, Mo. i 10,11 Noel, Mo Macdonaia “(\"\"ri """" Mar’12  Honaker, Ya. "2
Aurora, Mo... Webb City, Mo.. . Sun, W, Va.. ... 0 " 15 Lristol, Ten vo22
Carthaze, Mo... Eldorado ‘Springs, Mo, . voo22 T T
Jasper, Mo.". . Golden City, Mo, . 24 BROTHERJ A BAEUERLEIN
_——H-—BOYD Rome, N Y. .. Mar. Hicksville, N. Y....... ... Mar 14
Auburn, Ind. ... T South Dend. 1nd. Mar, 14 BROTHER E. W, BETLER i
Garrett, Ind..... 8 Plyuouth, Ind. " 15  Dover, N J . - Mar. 7 Newburgh, N. Y...... _Mar 1e
Fort “ayne . SR La Porte, Ind. P | (] —_—
glﬂsav:, in(z .......... . %(1) I\llanlnnoml, In(l.I QT " %7 BROTHER L. T, COHEN
khar nd. .. ” Michizan City, Ind. " ] anv. N. Y a 3 N Jo o Mg 14
Mishawaka, Ind... L P DBenton Harbor, Mich.. " 19 Albany, N. Y. Mar. 7 Lioonton, N. J . ar
— BROTHER E. J]. COWARD
. F. CRIST Bloomfield, N. J. ... Mar 14 Newark, N. Jo...... . Mar 14
Pana, Ill.. .. . 7 unker T1ill, JII. 13 _—
}‘m‘llornllﬁ 8 ]\t Loquh Mo .. .. }I BROTHER E. L. DOCKEY
acksonville, 9 st St Touis, 5 ~y ¢ Falls. N Y ar. 7 jerg N.J.. .. Mar. l1e
galm"m[’] IlIl“m 10 (:1';nilv Ciiy, ”}“ e Glens Falls, N Y. . Mar, 7 North Bergen, N. J ar, 1
sreenfiel( R I b { Upper Alton, 111, 17 BROTHER A. D. ESHLEMAN
(HiHespie, 1, _12 Delleville, 11, 1N RKRtottville, N Y ceeeeo Mar, 7 Washington, D. C. Mar. 14
BROTHER A. ]. ESHLEMAN BROTHER G. H. FISHER
Charlotte, N. (. . . Mar, 7 Chatham, Va. Mar. 16 Flmsford, N Y. . Mar, 7 Yonkers, N. Y. .. .. Mar. 7
Welcome, N. (.. L9 Java, Va.. 17 It —
:}’mlstor}]&algm, h ” }(]\ ]lllu't,u\':]\f. i " }(‘i' BROTHER H. E, HAZLETT
caksville, N, C,0 00 Jast Radfore a.. " g i 8 AMar "4 .
Greensboro, N % Mar. 13, 14 Roanoke, ({n T Springfield, Mass, I\Inun\\ ell, Conn...... Mar 14
3 2 ..
Danville, Va.. .. ....Mar, 15 mehburg Va. 21 BROTHER J. H. HOEVELER
BROTHER A. M. GRAHAM Klizabeth, N, J . \I.u- 1 '1‘.mnt(m, Mass., ... . Mar 14
Cortland, N, Y.. Tonawanda, N. Y,... 15 BROTHER W. F. HUDGINGS
ﬁg‘;c‘};}"‘b}"“\ql“ ¥ }\f‘i’;g};g{t‘};a‘ﬁ;, Lo 0 19 New London, Conn ~Mar. T Paferson, N. J.... .. Mar. 14
Auburn, XN, Rochester, NYLLDTT e 1g
Gencva, N. l‘;rry, N. Y. 19 BROTHER_ R.J. ,MARTIN N
Buffalo, N, Batavia, N, Y.. . Bl | New Haven, Conn, . Mar. 7 Waterbury, Conn,... . Mar 1#
. L. HERR BROTHER C. E. MYERS
Mobile, Ala Louin, Miss............ . Mar. 15 Easton, Pu. Mar. 7 Tamaqua, Pa. Mar. 14
Deer Park, 8 Jackson, Mi 16 .
Wayneshoro, Miss. 9 Wuanilln, Miss voo1T BROTHER H. H. RIEMER
an Minette, Ala » 10 Vicksburg, Miss.. " 1% Woonsocket, R. 1 Mar. 7 Lancaster, Pa, Mar 14
obertsdale, Ala... " 11 Kelley, La....... B ) —_—
Hattlesburg, Miss, ... Mar. 13, 14 Shreveport, La. ...... . " 21 BROTHER F. H. ROBISON
BROTHMNDALL Worcester, Mass. Mar, 7 Lehichton, I'a. Mar 14
Ft. Worth, Tex. ... Mar, 14 Gustine, Tex............... Mar. 21 BROTHER H. A. SEKLEMIAN
Weatherford, Tex. . Mar 15 Purnel, Tex. 22 ppidgeton, NUJ. L Aar, 7 Tarrytown, N. Y. Mar 14
Cleburne, Tex. 16 Temple, Tex... a3 e
Alvarado, Tex, YT Belton, Tex, .. ro24 BROTHER W. E. VAN AMBURGH
Hi]]\bom Tex. » 18 Lampasas, Tex. X 25  Reading, Pa . AMar., T Camden, N, J. .. Mar 14
Ennis, Tex 19 Brooksmith, Tex, .. TH -
BROTHER C. A WISE
BROTHER S. MORTON Washington, D, ¢ Mar 7 Phaladelphin, Pa. Mar 14
Little Rock, Ark M T I't. Smith, Ark.. .. ..Mar. 14 BROTHER C. H, ZOOK
gg,tmlst‘l’:;‘l:g}”‘\rk' . S };(‘:(\;:(” k:}: i Tw }i‘-' Woodbury, Conn, NMar 7 Syracuse, N. Y. .. Mar 14
;’l‘em‘n&f, AArk. " 141D Appleton, Ark. ... . © i~
mmett, Ark.... "o 1lattiesville, . P 19 .
Foreman, Ark.......... " 12  Little Rock, Avk. . = 91 Conventions Addressed by Brother J. F. Rutherford
T T Wilmington. Del... . _Mareh 7 New York (‘,i.ty,. ....March 2%
BROTHER W. H PICKERING ltoston, Mass.. ... " 14 New York City........ ' 28
Hazleton, P'a. . ... ... Mal 7 Towanda, Pa, .. Mar. 12
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. . 1 Linghamton, N. Y. L
Peckville, Pa,. :1 8 Eimira, NU Y. R TN BETHEL HYMNS FOR MAY
%’2&?‘1‘({3}3’ }’_a T e ]?, \\'-',l]‘f;;'lll‘mpl‘;:.t I‘:i. . },‘_ After the close of the hymn the Bethel family listens
ranton, Pa. T Caines, DPa. ’ 17 to the reading of “My Vow Unto the Lord”, then joins in
Scranton, LDy
[ pray er At the breakfast table the Manna text is considered.
BROQTHER W. ]. THORN (1) 295 (2) 106. (3) 93 (h) 136; (5) 160; (6) 177;
Pittsburgh, Pa. Mar 7 Greenwich, N, Y, Mar. 22 | 1) e (& o ) 9d: (10) 258 (1) 279 (12}
Altoona, Pa BN tlens Falls, N. ¥ S53 b a300 (1d) 1ag (14) 2075 (15) 2050 (16) 6: (17) 225
Harrisburg, Pa.... © 0 \Varvensburg, N. Y.© 2% | é%g) T‘;T)? 099)(1)9?- \,(00’(.,‘!(?0 ',.,‘42”(3.}; '29‘92)) (42‘}3) 173)
Philadelphia, Pa 10 ‘Piconderoga, N Y. Mar 25,26 [} 23: ( 90 (25 20) =2 i
Brookiyn, N Y. "1 Putland, VU far 2% [ (20) 293 (30) 8T (31) 163
Granville, N. Y. 21 Buslington, Vt | R T2
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