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to  tht -uts < onime upon i he ea-1 ti <*orlet\ >, for the powers of the hea\en» (ecrlos.asth -am) shall he shanen When <- M-e these things begin to come to Data
tnen •uiw.v' that m e Knr dom of t.ud i- ai hand l.ook up. lift up your beuds, rejoiu- t ir voi.r redemption draweth ulgb — Matthew 24:33, Mark 13 29; Luke 21:25”31



THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION
THIS journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Extension”, now being 

presented in all parts of the civilized world by the W a t c i i  T o w e r  B i b l e  & T r a c t  S o c i e t y , chartered A. D. 18S4, “For the Pro­
m otion of Christian Knowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but 
a lso  as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s conventions and of the 
doming of its t r a i l in g  representatives, styled “Pilgrim s”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published S t u d i e s  most entertainingly arranged, and very 
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Yet hi Dei Jlin in ter  (V’. I). M .), which translated  
into English is M inister 0/  God's W ord. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible 
.students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated 
- 'cdomption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom  [a corresponding price, a substitute] for 
••HI”. <1 I'ctor 1 : 1 0 ;  1 Timothy 2:G ) Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones {1 Corinthians 3 : 11- 
!."*■ 2 J'ctor 1 : 5-11) of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery w hich . . .lias 
I**'. 1. in.! 111 God, . . .  to the intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God”— “which in other ages 
»\.is not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”.— Ephesians 3 :5 -9 ,1 0 .

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest 
Mihjcction to Hie will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures. It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord 
hath spoken— according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident; 
for we Know whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as a trust, to be used only in his 
s e n ic o ; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his 
good'pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite hut urge our 
readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
T hat the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship” ; that its construction 1ms been in progress throughout 

the gospel age— ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when 
finished, God’s blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access to him.- 1 Corinthians 3 : Id, 17; Ephesians 2 :2 0 -2 2 ;  
Genesis 2S ; 14 ; Galatians 3 : 29.

T hat meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these “living stones”, “elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together 
in the first resurrection ; and the temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout 
the Millennium.— Revelation 15:5-8 .

T h a t the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of-G od, tasted death for every  
man,” “a ransom for a ll,” and will be "the true light which lighteth every man th a t comvth into the world”, “in due time”.—  
Hebrew’s 2 : 9 ;  John 1 : 9 ;  1 Timothy 2 : 5, (>.

T h a t the hope of the cliurcl* is that she may he like her Lord, “see him as he is,” he “partakers of the divine nature’,’ and share his 
glory as his joint-heir.— 1 John 3 :2 ; John 17 : 24 ; Romans 8 :17  ; 2 Peter I : 4.

T hat the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service: to develop in herself every 
grace ; to he God’s witness to the world ; and to prepare to be kings ami priests in the next age.— Ephesians 4 : 1 2 ;  Matthew 24 : 
14 ; Revelation 1: G ; 20 : G.

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church, 
when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.— Acts 3 :1 9 -2 3 ; Isaiah 35.
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Editorial Committee: This journal is published under the supervision 
o f an editorial committee, at least three of whom have read and 
approved as truth each and every article appearing in these columns. 
The names of the editorial committee a r e : J. F. R u t h e r f o r d ,  
W. E. V a n  A m b u r g h , F. II. R o b i s o n , G. II. F i s h e r , W. E. Page.
Term s to the Lord's Poor: All Bible students who, by reason of old age or other in­
firmity or adversity, are unable to pay for this journal, will be supplied free if they send 
a postal card each May stating their case and requesting such provision. We are not 
only willing,̂  but anxious, that all auch be on our list continually and in touch with the Berean studies.
N o t i c e  t o  S u b s c r i b e r * :  W *  do not, aa a  ru le, send a  card o f acknowledgment for a  renew al or 
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CONVENTION AT BOSTON
T he Boston friends have completed arrangements for a tliree- 

day convention in connection with Brother Rutherford's visit there. 
March 14. The convention will open on Friday the 12th. All 
m eetings will be held in Convention Hall on St. Botolph Street 
oxcept the meeting for the public Sunday at 3 :00 p. m., which will 
he in the Waldorf Theater, 533 Tremont Street. Those desiring 
accommodations and further information may address John R. 
Jones, 9 Langtnaid Avenue, Somerville, Mass.

MEMORIAL CONVENTION -NEW YORK CITY
This three-day convention April 2. 3 and 4, will be held in the 

v.gni S tiw t Music Hall, formerly the New York City Temple, where 
the rhoro-Hranm of Creation had its premiere. Brother Rutherford 
si ml several I’ilgrim brethren will be present mid will address the 
con\euiion. The convention auditorium will be open at 9 a ni. 
Fri 'iiv, April 2. AH visiting friends will come direct to the Temple, 
•where the.\ wiH receive assignment of rooms. Memorial service will 
1>e hold on Friday evening at the usual hour. The Sunday afternoon 
uneotin" " ill be for the public. All correspondence regarding the 
rornoi lien should he addressed to the Convention Committee, 
T . M Godwin, Secy. 124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, N. Y.

N B Pr-dher Rutherford will address a public meeting in the 
New York Hinpodrorne on March 21 I>o not confuse this meeting 
w ith the Memorial Come»*!on

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES
These S t u d i e s  are recommended to students as veritable Bible 

keys, discussing topically every vital doctrine o£ the Bible. More 
than eleven million copies are in circulation, in nineteen languages, 
Brices are net, postpaid, and barely cover cost of production and 
handling. Two sizes are issued (in English only) : the regular ma­
roon cloth, gold stamped edition on dull finish paper (size 5"x 78"), 
and the maroon cloth pocket edition on thin paper (size 4" x 08") ; 
both sizes are printed from the same plates, the difference being in 
the m argin s; both sizes are provided w ith an appendix of catechistic 
questions for convenient class use. Brices for both editions are 
uniform. The leather bound and line India paper editions formerly, 
issued arc permanently out of stock.

S e r i e s  I, "The Divine Plan of the Ages,” giving outline of the 
divine plan revealed in the Bible, relating to man's redemption and 
restitution : 350 pages, plus indexes and appendixes. 75c. Magazine 
edition 15c. Also procurable in Arabic, Armenian, Dano-Norwegian, 
Finnish, French, German, Greek, IToilandish, Hungarian, Italian, 
Polish, Roumanian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, and Ukrainian; 
regular cloth style, price uniform with English.

S e r i e s  II, "T he T im e is at H and,” treats of the manner and 
time of the Lord’s second coming, considering the Bible testimony 
on this su b ject: 366 pages, 75c. Obtainable in Dano-Norwegian, 
Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

S e r i e s  III, " T h y  Kingdom  Come,” considers prophecies which 
mark events connected with “the time of the end”, the glorification 
of the church and the establishment o f the Millennial kingdom ; it  
also contains a chapter on the Great Pyramid of Egypt, showing its  
corroboration of certain Bible teach ings: 380 pages, 75c. Furnished 
also in Dano Norwegian, Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

S e r i e s  IV, “The B o ttle  o f Armageddon,” shows that the disso­
lution of the present order of things is in progress and that all of 
the human panaceas offered are valueless to avert the end predicted 
by the Bible. It contains a special and extended treatise on our 
Lord’s great prophecy of Matthew 24 and also that o f Zechariah 
14 :1 -9 :  656 pages, S5c. Also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, Greek, 
German, and Swedish.

S e r i e s  V, "T he A tonem en t B etw een Ood and M an,” treats an all 
important subject, the center around which ail features of divine 
grace revolve. This topic deserves the most careful consideration 
on the part of all true Christians : 618 pages, 85c. Procurable 
likewise in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek, and Swedish.

S e r i e s  VI, “The S ew  Creation." deals with the creative week 
(Genesis 1 ,2), and with the church, God's new creation. It ex­
amines the personnel, organization, rites, ceremonies, obligations, 
and hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members of 
the body of C h rist: 730 pages, 85c. Supplied also in Dano-Nor­
wegian, Finnish, German, and Swedish.

S o  foreign editions in the pocket site.



VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

IK THU church members cared much for their min­
isters, they would pay such -alaries that preachers 
would not need to go around with hands out foi 

chanty. If a I’arim r cared as much for his minister 
as he docs foi Ins Ine stock,  he would six' that the 
minister was ki pt in w good condition as tlie herds. 
The Itilile authmizos the minist'-r who series the people 
in religious tilings to have his 11\clihood supplied by 
those he senes. (1 Corinthians lt:Ul) Mendicancy 
.among thi' clergy doubtless sprang up in the dark ayes, 
when it was considered a virtue for a man to become a 
monk and spend his time carrying the basket around the 
charitably inclined neighborhood. The incessant begging 
of the clergy is one of the chief factors in lowering the 
respect in which tliev are held.

In the days of primitive Christianity the ministers 
did not insist upon the Sen pt 11 rally ordained arrange­
ment for support bv the faithlui. Such a thing as a 
modern clergyman was unknown; but tin* local elders, 
or presbyters, as thev were quite commonly called, usual­
ly worked at some oeiupation the same as other people 
and were siil'icientlv devoted to the service of Cod to be 
willing gladlv to give as much of then time ns possible 
to the preaching of the gospel anil to pastoral work 
among Christian people. Keen the traveling ministers 
like the apostles and Timothy and Silas were wont to 
eke out a living at ‘‘tent-making”. In pursuance of this 
independence-creating custom the genuine modern 
Bible student does not expect io 'live off the altar’ hut 
takes care of liis own living expenses, except in the ease 
of those that devote all their time to the work, and they 
receive a mere subsistence. It would he far better for 
the clergy to earn their own living than to be placed in 
a position of dependence upon, and of control by, the 
very wealthy, as when millions of dollars are devoted 
by a Baptist billionaire to the care of indigent Baptist 
ministers. The world is noticing matters of this kind 
ami does not hesitate to comment upon them. Wo quote 
from the Cleveland Amies:

CLERGYMEN’S FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES

"You wonder why men who are  p leaching Christianil,v 
have to depend upon charity  Over in New Jersey  one 
m in ister reported to his conference th a t nil lie got for 
expounding the gospel for twelve months was $200.00. T hat 
would tie about a dollar apiece for the regular services he 
conducted and nothing ex tra  for funerals. It is sta ted , w ith 
a basis of au thority , th a t I lie average m inisterial income 
tlirongiiout the country is little  above $.">00.

"Now the p reacher’s do llar is no larger than  any o ther 
dollar. The fac t th a t lie earned it in a calling followed in 
answ er to divine command has no superhum an effect on the

purchase power of his salary Nor is ilie minister in a 
position to niai!; up the price of his services. There are too 
many people who insist on the free feature of salvation.

“There seems lo in' hut one conclusion: that the average 
man has ceased to l>“ interested in religion sufficiently to 
pay nnyHiinn lo hear il expounded or discussed. Who is to 
111.line for this i-ondii ion? Is it the man himself or is it 
lhe church? It is a noiable fact ilia! comparatively few men 
go lo ehureli. They indorse the attendance of the feminine 
liorlion of i he fnmilj and lliinl; it a good idea for the 
children, hut as for themselves— they have ‘important 
business’ elsewhere

"if llii' present tendency continues, wind is to become of 
11 io elmrchos and Hie preachers? Will Hie world heroine 
essentially heathen and vvliat will happen when that comes 
about? The charitable support of ministers from the ample 
pocket of Hr. Rockefeller does not hit at the basis of the 
difficulty. If Hie church is a desirable institution, and no one 
will deny that il is. something belter than charity will have 
io Ih> devised for ils revival in interest. What shall It he?”

CATHOLIC CHURCH TAKES UP THE TRUMPET
In advancing its political interests the Catholic church 

lias been making ever increasing use of the public press, 
and has controlled the press by having the positions of 
editors, and csp"ciall\ citv editors, and the management 
of the press agencies held In Jesuits or other zealous 
Koman Catholics. In line with the pronouncements of the 
American hierarchy, the church has thrown off the vail 
of secrecy and is openly taking up the publicity trumpet. 
As a statement of the holder front of the church, we 
quote from an article by John B. Kennedy in the 
Scranton (Pa.) Times of February 2, entitled “Catiwlic 
Church 'Fakes up the Trumpet”. One interesting item 
in this statement is that the “good name of the church 
as a social force” would have been lost but for the 
fortunate (for the church) circumstances of the war.

NATION WIDE PRESS BUREAU

"The must ancient of the C hristian  elm relies—the C atholic 
ch u reh --w ith  ch a rac te ris tic  application of Hie grand maxim, 
'Tr»iporn m utan tur  ct iios m utum ur in illis’ [tim es change 
and we change in Hiein|, lias taken up the tried  and true 
tool called publicity as a moans of accom plishing its work 
In the world, ’l'lie pioneers in largely organized Catholic 
publicity are  tin* K nights of Columbus. They have been Hie 
pioneers in practically  all modern American C atholic move­
ments. They raised the first g rea t fund to prom ote Catholic 
higher education : llioy were Hie first to recognize the neces­
sity of providing homes and clubs for the ir eo-religionists 
a tti riling  s ta te  universities. And everybody knows Hint they 
stepped into the breach when there  was a crying need for 
organized effort in Catholic w ar relief, although everybody 
does not know th a t it is an opinion generally  expressed 
among the C atholic h ierarchy th a t the K nights of Columbus 
saved the good name of the ehureli as a social force when 
they plunged into w ar work
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The WATCH TOWER
“Joseph 0. Pelletier, o f  Boston, suprem e advocate o f the 

K nights o f Columbus, had the insp iration  fo r a nation-w ide 
press bureau—the first of its  kind under Catholic auspices. 
T his w as in the sum m er of 1918, when the w ar w as a t  its 
height. The K nights o f Colum bus w ar news service was 
formed, and th e  operations of th is bureau  have dem onstrated 
two th ings—th a t the ed ito rs of the country  were glad to 
receive au then tic  inform ation from  a Catholic source (a  
fact which thousands of w ell-inform ed Catholics had doubt­
ed ), and th a t th is  inform ation could be dissem inated by 
the most approved m odern m ethods a t  a  cost singularly  
sm all when com pared w ith  th e  costs of operation of o ther 
organizations.”

Among the statements that follow in this article is 
the following:

“ In conducting propaganda the C atholics have not in 
mind the ‘conversion’ o f Am erica, o r the forceful imposition 
of specifically C atholic ideas on the non-Catholic public.”

But this statement may be compared with the follow­
ing quotation from The Catholic World:

“The Roman Catholic is to wield his vote fo r the purpose 
of securing Catholic ascendency in th is country. All legisla­
tion m ust be governed by the w ill of God unerringly  indi­
cated by the pope. E ducation  m ust be controlled by the 
Catholic au thority , and under education the opinions o f the 
individuals and the u tterances of the press are included. 
Many opinions a re  to be forbidden by the secular arm , under 
tlif au tho rity  of the church, even to w ar and bloodshed.”

FREEDOM FROM PERSECUTION IN CANADA

One of the vital traditions of the Anglo-Saxon is 
adherence to the principle of liberty of person, property, 
speech, press, and the exercise of religion. Every Amer­
ican and Canadian looks back with thankfulness to 
Magna Cliarta, when the first great start was made in 
the world-famed Anglo-Saxon freedom. When war is 
on and there is a life-and-death .struggle for a nation, 
the people willingly forego some of their liberties, but 
they are jealous of them and insist upon their prompt 
return as soon as the crisis is over and actual hostilities 
cease. For centuries this has been true.

In Canada, when the country returned to a peace 
basis at New Year’s, many of the common people had 
become indignant at the continuance of arrests under 
war measures after the armistice, and especially so at 
the interference with the free exercise of religion. Dur­
ing the war many interests took advantage of war laws 
to work out private grudges; and one class that did this 
was the Canadian clergy, who incited the persecution of 
Bible students both during the war and long after the 
armistice. This has been noted by liberty-loving Cana­
dians and, according to the following from the Grain 
Growers’ Guide, as reported in the Edmonton Bulletin 
of January 24, the persons who incited the persecutions 
and other outrages may be called to account:

“The people of Gamulu will not be tru e  to the ir instincts, 
the ir trad itions,arid  th e ir ju s t righ ts  as a free,self-governing 
people, if they do not demand, and insist upon getting, an 
exp lanation  from  O ttaw a in regard  to the a rb itra ry  pro­
ceedings th a t have taken place recently, months a f te r  the 
cessation of hostilities, in the invasion of p riva te  houses, 
colleges and libraries, under the provisions of an order-in- 
council fram ed explicitly fo r w artim e conditions, the seizure 
of books and papers, and the sentencing of individuals to 
term s of im prisonm ent fo r having in th e ir  possession lite r­
a tu re  under the w artim e ban of censorship.

"In  A lberta and in O ntario  these searches, a rrests , con­
fiscations, and  punishm ents have been carried  ou t In a 
m anner which would have been more in keeping w ith  the old 
methods of the old au tocra tic  regim e in R ussia  th an  w ith 
the Institu tions of governm ent in th is free country.

“I t  is a fundam ental maxim of democracy and freedom 
th a t the citizen who is tru ly  loyal to his responsibilities of 
citizenship w ill not consent to a rb itra ry  m easures. The 
price of liberty  and of justice is unceasing vigilance. I t  is 
the du ty  of the elected represen tatives of the people in 
parliam en t to bring  th is m a tte r  up for fu ll and free  dis­
cussion, and to  compel the governm ent to  declare itself 
plainly and w ithout equivocation. Such bureaucra tic  methods 
of absolutism  can have no rig h t place on C anadian  soil. 
The whole situa tion  Is one th a t m ust be cleared up a t the 
earlies t possible m om ent.”

BIG “SOUL-SAVING” DRIVE

Many hundreds of delegates from some twenty-eight 
Protestant denominations met only recently in Atlantic 
City and laid plans for home and foreign mission work 
by which they hope to effect the evangelization of the 
world. The task is expected to require five hundred 
million dollars. The Atlantic City Daily Press, of Jan­
uary 8, reports as follows:

“More th an  a thousand delegates am i o thers directly  in te r­
ested, leaders in tw enty-eight P ro tes tan t denom inations, h ere  
this afternoon  form ally launched the g rea t Survey C onfer­
ence of the In terchurch  Movement of N orth A m erica from  
which the churches represented expect to p ro ject the most 
far-reach ing  soul-saving drive the world has ever w itnessed. 
Tile budget called for is $500,000,000. The in itia l session, 
held on the Steel P ier and presided over by John  R. Mott, 
general secretary  of the Y. M. C. A., who took the place of 
R obert Lansing, Secretary  of S tate, as chairm an of the Exec­
utive Committee, w as given over to the p resen tation  o f fac ts 
based upon the survey of the world religious and social 
needs."

A somewhat larger sum was mentioned as being nec­
essary for the work of the next five years, according to 
the Baltimore American, of January 10:

“The budget of the In terchurch  W orld Movement to be 
used in coordinating the energies of the P ro te s tan t denom i­
nations fo r the evangelization of the world, w as approved 
today a t  the conference of 1400 church leaders here. The 
budget calls fo r the expenditure of $1,830,000,000 In the next 
five years. I t  provides fo r evangelistic  w ork in Am erica and 
the foreign field, proper financing of hospitals and lximes, 
liberal aw ards to struggling  colleges, fo r the fighting o f  
social and industria l unrest, and better wages to both 
m in isters and m issionaries. I t  is specified th a t no p a rt o f  
the budget shall be changed by a board of review  to be 
appointed w ith  equal representation  of all denom inations, 
w ithout the consent of the denom inational board directly 
affected."

STARTLING INCREASE OF CRIME

The Pathfinder gives us the following data on crime 
in the United States, claiming that this country leads 
the world in criminal acts :

“Crim e s ta tis tic s  show th a t in th irty  years crim e has In­
creased 500 percent in the U nited S tates, four tim es the 
increase in population. There were as many m urders in 
Omaha la s t year as in London, w ith its five m illion people. 
K ansas City, w ith  a 300,000 population, had  m ore m urders 
than  the English capital. M urders in K ansas average one 
every o ther day. A uthorities often fa il to  get th e  crim inals, 
and m any a re  acquitted  even when w itnesses of the crim e 
a re  found.”

Bbooklth, n . T.



VICTORY THROUGH FAITH
"I'his in the victory that over comet h the icorld, even our fa i th ."— 1 John  ,3.

EVEN the word victory has an inspiring ring to the 
ear. As used in the world it conveys the picture of 
the victorious army returning from war and 

greeted with the huzzahs of an admiring multitude. But 
such victories as this are not the portion of the Lord’s 
people now. When the Apostle says that faith is the 
\ ictory, we are not to understand him to mean that 
nothing else remains to be done, after we have merely 
believed. Bather the thought must be that faith is the 
conquering power with which we are able to push aside 
the things which are seen, and to direct our course in 
life m harmony with things which are not seen, but 
whidi none the less are realities to us, because we can 
lay hold upon them with our minds.

Columbus was a man of faith when he believed, and 
acted upon the belief, that a western route could be 
taken for eastern ports. lie  had never gone far west 
and to the average mind the western waters were merely 
the lair of the hobgoblin and ogre. Every view previ­
ously held on the subject, everything, in fact, seemed to 
be against his theory of finding India by a western 
passage, except his own faith in the project. Now his 
faith, be. it noted, was not a mere arbitrary decision on 
the subject apart from all known facts, but it was a 
rational conclusion arrived at after thoughtful consid­
eration of other points already known. So the Christ­
ian's faith is not a conclusion reached out of the abun­
dance of his imagination, but it is a conviction arrived 
at after the consideration of competent evidence from an 
authoritative or reliable source.

FAITH OF BASIC IMPORTANCE
The Christian’s voyage has never been experienced by 

him before. The devil, as the great hobgoblin, seeks to 
discourage him from undertaking the journey, telling 
him that he had better remain where he is safe, on firm 
and known ground. He is confronted with the alluring 
suggestion that the way of the world must be the proper 
one, because every one has been going that way. Who 
would think of gaining anything worth while by self- 
denial ; is self-denial not sailing directly away from suc­
cess and happiness? Self-assertion is the only road to 
success, the world tells us.

True, Columbus might have made erroneous deduc­
tions with his imperfect human brain. And so might 
we if we were not helped. This contingency is provided 
for in that definite basic promises are made in God’s 
Word as to what the reward of a life of faith shall be. 
It is important then to see that our faith is a correct 
faith ; for if the faith be built on erroneous theories, 
inspiring false and delusive hopes, it will eventuate for 
its victim in shipwreck on the rocks.

It is because of this importance of faith, either for 
good or for evil, that the Apostle Paul was so solicitous 
for the continuance of the brethren in the proper faith 
(Colossians 1: 23) “the faith once delivered unto the 
saints”. (.Tudc 3) Ho urged all to examine and to 
prove themselves to make sure they were in the faith, 
grounded and settled and not moved away from the hope 
of the gospel, but rooted and built up in Christ and 
established in him. (Colossians 2 :7 ) He was also 
deeply concerned that the faith of the church should not

stand m the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 
(1 Corinthians 2 :5 ) He knew how vital a thing the 
matter of faith is, for it had been long time written: 
“The just shalWire by his faith”. (Habakkuk 2 : 4) The 
sentiment of this text had been voiced by Moses of old 
in almost the last words of that venerable patriarch 
when, reviewing the faith of Israel, he said: “It is not 
a vam thing for you, because it is your life". (Deuter­
onomy 32:47) Yes, our lives, our eternal destinies, 
have been made dependent upon our loyalty in respect 
to the walk of faith which we have voluntarily omcred 
upon as footstep followers of the Master.

I t  is well to see that we have the faith of Christ, 
the faith well founded in the Word of God, a faith exam­
ined and proved, deeply rooted in the heart as well as 
in the head, and, therefore, established as the conquering 
power of life. Eaith to be a conquering power in us 
must go deeper than the head: it must go into the heart 
and permeate and energize the whole being, bringing 
not only the outward conduct but every thought into 
subjection to Christ.

“Faith,” the Apostle tells us, “cometh by hearing and 
hearing by the word of God.” That is, the Word of God 
contains certain information respecting, first, our nat­
ural state of imperfection, then, further information as 
to what would be our proper relationship to him. The 
truthfulness of such information convinces us when once 
we have examined the facts given. The first step in 
faith, then, is a satisfied reason. That, however, of 
which we are convinced we cannot help having confidence 
in. The disposition of mental satisfaction passes, unless 
impeded by selfish and temporal interests, into a heart 
satisfaction, or trust. If we have confidence in the truth 
of God’s good promises of blessing, we will expect those 
promises to be fulfilled; and since God’s promises augur 
only good for the righteous of heart, good infinitely 
greater than anything we have ever known, how can we 
help desiring the fu lfillm en t of those promises? 
What we expect and desire we are hoping for. And hope 
gives the color to our Christian lives.

Hope lifts the mind and heart and enables us to appre­
ciate and measurably to enjoy perfections yet actually 
unexperienced. (Hebrews 6 : 19, 20) I t helps to inspire 
love, and love, in turn, inspires more faith (Galatians 
5 :6 ) ;  and so the three are mutually inspiring and inter­
dependent and develop together.

BLENDINGS AND MIXTURES OF GRACES
Faith, hope, and love, like the three primary colors 

in nature, may be combined in varying proportions to 
produce any other desired hue or tone of character. The 
color between blue and yellow, for instance, is green. 
Green has a restful effect on the system and has been 
designed by a beneficent Providence for that purpose. 
Likewise, the effect produced upon the life by the pres­
ence of faith and hope is peace. When we are justified 
by faith we have peace with God. (Homans 5: 1) Our 
doubts, fears and misgivings have given place to tran- 
quillitv of mind and heart on those points about which 
we have received information through the Bible, God’s 
Word. The hope engendered by confidence in the ful­
fillment of those promises takes the keenness from our 
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suffering, because we see that our suffering is not in 
vain and that there is to be a cessation of pain and tears.

Yellow and red combine to form orange, the warmest 
of colors. It is suggestive of a state of development and 
ripeness; the vivid autumn foliage, the golden grain, the 
luscious fruit all toll that nature has done her best. So 
too, when hope and love arc strongly present in the 
heart, jo y  is the fruitage. Wo rejoice preeminently in 
hope. Romans 12:12.

Red and blue make violet, the \arying tones of which 
add glory to the .sunset and beauty to the modest flower. 
Likewise, when faith and love work together a noble, 
rare, and royal likeness of the Lord ensues. Love with­
out faith di predates into independable sentimentality.

Man's poiier to lime faith lies in that he, made origi­
nally in the image of God, was given the ability to per- 
cei\e the evidences of the invisible God. Some of that 
power of discernment remains in imperfect man. But 
faith includes the thought of dependence upon the 
veracity of God, confidence in his integrity. Thus trust 
is a part of faith, because it relies upon the truth of a 
promise: and one is said to “keep faith” with another 
when he performs a promise which that other relies on. 
Accordingly, faith in God is a firm assent of the mind 
to the things told us through divine revelation.

“FAITH WORKBTH BY LOVE”

There is a primary degree of faith which is seldom 
passed by the majority of those who lcam about the mes­
sage of the Gospel. It is a speculative knowledge of 
and a bare assent to the truths revealed in the sacred 
Scriptures. Of this kind of faith the Apostle James 
speaks: “Faith, if it have not works, is dead”. “Ye see, 
then, how that by works a man is justified, and not by 
faith only.” (James 2:17,24) That is to say, a suc­
cessful faith does not consist merely of a profession of 
faith, or a bare assent to the truth, without good works 
proceeding from faith, showing it to be of the right kind. 
This mere intellectual belief the devils themselves have. 
“Thou believest that there is one God; . . .  the devils also 
helieve and tremble.” (James 2:19) They are fully 
persuaded that there is a God, and that Christ is the 
Son of God, and shall bo their Judge, as they acknowl­
edged.—Matthew 8: 29.

Effective faith, however, receives Jesus as he is re­
vealed in the Gospel. To such a one the life, words, 
works, suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ mean 
not merely an array of historical facts, but much more: 
they mean so much to the true believer that they inspire 
trust in and reliance upon Christ Jesus and his right­
eousness alone for justification as the basis for our salva­
tion. Such a faith begets a sincere obedience in the life 
and conversation. It is not, therefore, an idle, unactive 
and inoperative grace, but shows itself by producing in 
us love for God and for our neighbor.

[jet faith compare to the drive wheel of a locomotive; 
let love be the steam, or motive power, and hope the 
power of sight on the part of the engineer, looking ever 
forward toward the goal. As the drive wheel is really 
worked by the steam, so love is really behind faith. Were 
it not for the love of God and for righteousness which 
was first planted in Adam, and which has not entirely 
died out, there would be no hope of appealing to any

heart by the message of the Gospel. There would be no 
attractive power, because God’s Word drawB only toward 
the good. But while the steam gives the first impetus 
to the drive wheel, the machinery of the engine in turn 
controls the flow of steam so that it makes possible a 
continued motion. More than this the steam is ex­
hausted into the draft flues and thus fans the flame that 
generates more steam, more force against the drive wheel, 
more motion, more progress and incidentally more heat, 
more steam, etc. So u ith love: the more love we have, 
the more the holy new nill directs its power to the in­
spiring of our faith, and the more the sacred flame is 
fanned that energizes the vatcr of the truth m us, 
coinciding it into p-till more of the moti\c power of love. 
As steam and water are different manifestations of the 
same tiling so lo\e and truth are similar in essence. God 
is lo\c ( l  .lohn *1: 8). and Christ is truth.--John 11:6.

In certain typos of engine there is danger of a “dead” 
or absolute center. That is. there is a certain position 
of the drive wheel in which it cannot he started merely 
by the power of steam. It requires the application of 
an outside force to give the wheel a start. Something 
like this is the trouble w ith the poor world now. They 
are dead; and centered in self; their faculties are dead­
ened so that when the power of love, divine love, disin­
terested love is brought to bear on them through the 
message of the Gospel, it does not move them. It finds 
little or no responsive chord in their hearts, or at all 
events not a sufficient response to become a m o tiv e  power 
in their lives. Bad, indeed, is it for us, who have once 
started on the way, if love fails to move us. At very 
least we would fail to make progress, and in time we 
would rust and be of no value whatever. As for the 
world, outside force will be brought to bear on them in 
the instructions and regulations of the Millennial king­
dom, which will give them a start in the right direction 
and, if a love for righteousness is developed, they too 
will be able to make progress up the highway of holiness, 
the new road to life which will then be opened up.

The drive wheel is the immediate means of helping the 
engine to get over the ground; so faith is the direct 
agency which enables us to overcome and to leave behind 
scenes of former failures, ever pressing along the line 
toward the heavenly station, the Union Station of rest 
and perfect fellowship with God and ivith those who 
have gone before.

FAITH MUST REST ON THE WORD

To be efficacious the drive wheel must be in its proper 
position on the track. Tf the wheel leaves the track, 
extremely serious difficulty ensues, if indeed not a total 
wreck. And if our faith depart from the pure Word of 
God, and from the promises which point us to progress 
in the straight and narrow way, we m a y  by stupendous 
effort get back, or we may abandon the Word so com­
pletely as to suffer wreck. There will be nothing to keep 
us from being conformed to the world; we shall of our 
own weight sink down into the earth, info the world and 
its ways.—Romans 12: 2,3.

If the track is in good condition we can make fairly 
good progress, even though the way be up-hiR, but if 
the joints are loose or the rails spread it would be unsafe 
to go with much speed. The doctrinal features of God’s
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Word, being faith's most tangible object and support, 
are the track along which we may proceed. So those doc­
trines, the only really accurate source of information 
respecting Jehovah and his character which we have in 
our present imperfect state, must be firmly established 
and properly adjusted or we can go but very slowly, if 
indeed at all.— Timothy 2: Id, 1(1.

We must light against that spirit of hauteur and 
worldly wisdom which spurns a careful inspection of the 
track, of the doctrines of (bid’s Word, which alone can 
show whither we are going, and how. and why. The 
engineer mud keep one eye e\er on the track : the fa-tei 
one h going, the more can fid should the watch he. To 
lie sure, he maw caleh a casual glimpse of the beautful 
lul ls he passe.-; a gurgiou- -unset may attract, hut mn-t 
not hold his Msiom .Vo, they are not for him. I[e has 
a wmk (o do. a goal to much and. n,ilure-lo\er though lie 
he, be cannot now h a l t  to di ink tlm-e b 'antes in.

Another thing is needful to an engine on a '1ei p grade, 
and that is-and \\ illiout it the w heel. may spin around 
and still not make prog res-; the -pinning will merely 
wear both track and wheels. The sand is no part of the 
wheel and no puli of Ihe tiaek, bid d con.-titutes a 
medium whereby the contact between those objects is 
maintained at the highest possible pilch. Such a medium 
to us is prayer. Without it, owing to the steepnes- of 
the road, we are not sale. Our faith, though intact in 
our understanding, will not work effectively without tills 
help. Kven though love may he prompting us with a 
desire to gain the prize, if our faith is in poor contact 
with the promises and with the conditions on which the 
prize may he obtained we will not go ahead. Prayer, 
possibly importunate praver, is the need. Without it 
faith will he going around in the same old grind, and we 
shall be getting nowhere and accomplishing nothing ex­
cept to wear out our own confidence. Add persistent, 
earnest prayer and ,-ee if we do not begin making prog­
ress from that very hour. Krstwhile dry and uninterest­
ing tilings will lake on a new meaning and a forward 
impetus is experienced

On a steep grade a locomotive may even .-lip hack 
wards without sand. So we too. without prayer, may 
slip entirely hack to wreck and nun. The steam plus 
the drive wheel plus \ ision will not take the engine on 
without proper contact. Love of righteoiisiie.--. plus 
faith, plus hope, without praxer, if we could imagine 
such a condition, would still plan' us in a piveanou- 
position. Prayer enables us lo make progress

FAITH THE CONQUERING POWER

Kaitli is the conquering power that overcome.- the 
world. Overcoming is suggestixe of warfare, of conflict ; 
and we should have clearly in mind for whom we are 
fighting and also ai/ainst  whom we are to direct our 
efforts.- John 1 (i: 33.

We are fighting for ourselxes m the ,-ense of striving 
for our own eternal welfare, (led needs not our punx 
efforts, but he allows us to enlist on his side. Jehovah, 
however, is fighting for us in the sense that he is assist­
ing and encouraging us to fight the good fight of faith 
on our oxvn behalf. Some seem to have the idea that 
they are almost doing God a favor by enlisting on his 
side and thus lending the xvoight (?) of their influence

to what might otherwise he a losing cause. But it is our 
lives which are at stake, not God’s. He has nothing to 
lose and little, if anything, to gain; we have everything; 
to gain, and we are to benefit in the victory.

Our text implies that the conquering power of faith 
is to he directed against the world- not against the in­
habitants thereof, not against fellow creatures, hut 
against the spirit of this present evil order of things, 
its disposition, tlie mind ol (lie world, the motixc,- which 
actuate the woihl. the pride oi Lie and the deceitfulncss 
et riches; m shotl. against sin and. nuln'eellv. against 
Satan, whom we aie to iv-i.-t. -tradl'a.-i m the faith.

Xuitau l.- I'epu -euted a- the god or miglitv l'llh i of this 
"olid and In- two powerful allie- an the world and the 
dc.-h. .'sue,' ihe flesh in it- pie-ent slate paitakes ol the 
-ame spirit and b'lidoneie- a- the world, we may describe 
it a - the w oi Id within 11,- ’flu' pow ei i u 1 tendency of 11 u- 
l!o-h !- tow,ml t-\ i 1. It a- a jm.ihle oi blinding milu- 
1 ue> peixerted taste.-, de.-ire,-, ambition-, hope- and 
loxes. and mostly ignoianee

Satan'- triple alliance (luni.-ell. the world, and tin* 
desli of the new creature) is ai rayed against faith, hope 
and lo\e. On the -ido of the new creature, faitli mar- 
-hall.- tlie force-; lienee it is tailed the fight ot faith. 
On Satan’s side tlie world is the most manifest and 
nio.-t ea.-ily recognized of the three: it stands in the van­
guard. s0 to speak, of tlie hosts of evil; hence it is quite 
properlx -poken of a- a fight of faith against the world.

ENEMY HIDDEN IN AMBUSH

Now the spirit of the world manifests itself in niauv 
htth mannerisms and practices which mav not at first 
he recognized by the new creature, so cleverly are they' 
hidden in ambush. Pride, vain-glory, self-preferment, 
are some of the most commonly encountered manifesta­
tions of the spirit of tile world. Tlie world within us, 
the liesh, luxe- these things and uses every means to 
justify itself in seeking them. But faith, here too. is 
the conquering power to gain the victory. Just Midi a 
\ letury has already been gained when by faith we agreed 
to lost' our I nos to find them. When we considered the 
Master’s call; “ If any man will come after me, let him 
deny lumsell, and take up lus cross, and follow me’’ 
1 Matthew Pi: 2 1). our faith trusted in the truthfulness 
>»f God’s pioinisc that such a course would not spell final 
lo-s to us, hut would really work gain. Like Columbus, 
we started traveling over a wav we had never gone before, 
hut were conduced that its end would bo glorious.

When we made our consecration war was declared on 
self. It now remains to he seen whether the matter will 
he carried out or whether faith will capitulate before the 
overture- of pride and self-advancement. A test of our 
faith comes when we find that through ignorance or 
weakness we hnxo been unjust to another. Self-pride 
would not acknowledge it; first, because it hurts, and 
secondly because, we argue, it will do no good. But xve 
look to the instructions of the Master: “Confess
thy fault” (Matthew 5: 23,24) ; and our confidence in 
the integrity of his character prompts us to humiliate 
ourselves, beliexung that lie xvould give no command that 
would not be for our best. No matter if the offended 
one does not appreciate our conduct and our spirit in the 
matter (and he often will not) : it is all the better for
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us that he does not. If we were sure to be always appre­
ciated in such efforts, we might go with a measure of 
sham, partly to secure the commendation, mental or oral, 
of the offended. If one’s apology is not appreciated, one 
is humiliated all the more and will next time be doubly 
careful. The thought should not be merely to reinstate 
one’s self in the favor of the offended, but, by virtue of 
faith in God’s commands, to gain the victory over the 
wrorldly pride residing in our flesh. If every day we are 
thus a victor, we shall unquestionably be a victor in the 
end.—2 Timothy 4 :6 -8 .

SELF NOT ALWAYS UNGRACIOUS

Our selfish preferences may not always have an un­
gracious tinge. Sometimes they are very genteel. Some­
times the flesh has a desire for the maintenance of a 
peaceful, serene, and respectable life, when service for 
the Lord would call us more directly into the current 
of annoying duties. The flesh would be very willing to 
serve the Lord if it could do so respectably and in com­
fort. I t  yearns:

Lord, le t me tread  the quiet paths.
T hrough woodland, dale and h i l l :

Yea, let me rove on hea th  and fen ;
Or by the bick’ring  rill 

To dream  of thee.

I ’ll build my sh rine  in storm less vale.
So tranqu il, not a  sigh

S hall m ar my incense-laden lay 
Of love to thee. Aye,

T here let me be.

But if we follow the Lord faithfully we are very likely 
to find ourselves in the city’s grime and noise, where 
some of the Lord’s work is in need of being done.

Sometimes, the flesh argues, it would be easier to 
maintain a spirit of devotion if we had more quiet and 
time for meditation. Yet, faith answers, if duty calls 
to toil, amid commotion, is not that duty a voice telling 
us that perhaps something else is more necessary to be 
learned just at that time than meditation in quietness; 
or telling us that devotion must be put to the test to see 
how well it will last when the circumstances are any­
thing but favorable? Victory over self in this connection 
often means for us to be associated with those whom we 
would not choose by nature, and not to be associated with 
those whom we would naturally select.

Even in the service of the Lord the flesh has the desire 
to be able to talk with ease or to prepare and deliver dis­
courses which would stir their hearers to the very depths. 
But thoughts which stir are wrought only on the anvil 
of experience, and an idea expressed yet never experi­
enced lacks that force which would make it a source of 
help to others. Faith thus tells us that, even if our 
present desires to help remain unfulfilled, we, by our 
puny efforts, are being prepared for a work of noblest 
future ministry, in which our every experience will 
doubtless be of use.

Faith thus overcomes the tendencies which the world 
has wrought in u s ; and while not condemning all of 
them as evil, it counsels us merely to disregard or push 
aside those which we cannot use in the narrow way. 
Worldly pride on the other hand bids us keep everything 
which would put self forward and advises us not to be

too sure of the things which we cannot see. If such 
hints are hearkened to, doubt is bred and indifference 
ensues; discouragement, despondency and despair follow 
in its wake. We must remember: “Greater is he that is 
in you, than he that is in the world” .—1 John 4: 4.

There is another attack from the flesh against our 
faith which is more subtle than almost any other: it is 
the suggestion that the Lord’s work in the world is in 
special need of our advice or knowledge or experience. 
It is one of the most difficult things to believe, not 
merely that God is good and that he has benevolent in­
tentions and designs toward us, but to believe that work 
undertaken in the name of the Lord and in harmony 
with his Word will have his guidance, his approval, and 
his blessing. Indeed, some of the hottest battles in the 
bivouac of faith are fought on this very point, and, sad 
to say, the battles are not always won by faith.

FAITH VS. THE PARTISAN SPIRIT

There is another spirit of the world which faith can, 
must, and will overcome, and that is the partisan spirit, 
the disposition to be more loyal to persons than to prin­
ciples. This party feeling, closely akin to tribal affec­
tion, is an affinity which holds one to those with whom 
he happens to be associated, often irrespective of their 
virtues or worthlessness. I t  may or may not be used for 
good. At any rate faith bids us to have our closest 
association with the Lord so that everything else will be 
subservient; we would not love people merely because 
we happen to be associated with them but rather from 
principle, because of certain lovable qualities or possi­
bilities in them. We are helped in this direction, in the 
case of the Lord’s people, because they have the Father’s 
stamp of approval in the shape of his begetting spirit. 
Frequently our preference for family or for a circle of 
friends or acquaintances arises merely from the fact that 
they are tolerant of our weaknesses and failures, because 
they have the same or similar ones to ours. Our proper 
pride and modesty alike should forbid the encouragement 
of such attachments as tend toward failure.

The party spirit may easily merge into pride or glory 
in the “movement” with which we happen to be con­
nected. Wo should remember that the very same in­
fluences are at work against us as have been against all 
other upward religious movements in the past. Cer­
tainly none would claim for a moment that we as indi­
viduals are better than they. Who can say that if we 
were to continue here for twenty-five years more, we, or 
those following us, would not be as thoroughly dyed-in- 
the-wool sectarianists as ever trod the globe ? Who can 
boast? We, just as well as others, have to fight against 
these things; fight, not with fists, but with faith, faith 
that God will perform his owrn purposes, sometimes with 
and sometimes irrespective of our cooperation. Are we 
of Paul, or of Apollos, or of Cephas—or of Christ?

The spirit of the world comes out, too, in the spirit of 
criticism, or of unkind and often unjust censure of the 
conduct of others. Habitual criticism of men and things 
is a sign not of superior faculties and finer sensibilities, 
as the flesh suggests to us, but of actual moral and spir­
itual decrepitude, which, while seeking to justify itself 
by the thought of opposing the evil, really gloats over 
the unlovely traits thus held before the mind. 'Hove”,
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on the contrary, “rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
with the truth,” with the spirit of righteousness, which 
abhors the thoughts of evil and does not even consider 
them, when possible to escape. Faith in God’s word that 
“none [is] righteous, no, not one,” should teach us not 
to expect perfection in any, nor even consistency of con­
duct, since that would imply perfection. It takes great 
faith to start out on a mental hunt for commendable 
points in a person whom we have been in the habit of 
looking on as the embodiment of undesirable traits,

LOVE IN SPITE OF FAULTS

Perhaps a brother seems harsh or unkind in his man­
ner or utterances, uncouth or crude in bis ways; perhaps 
he docs not appeal to us. Faith would still tell us that 
there must be some lesson for us to learn there. Per­
haps this is only the Lord’s way of calling our attention 
to unlovcliness in ourselves. But what about that 
brother? Never mind too much about that brother. The 
Lord will attend to him in his own way. Perhaps that 
brother does not need exactly the same lessons that we 
need; or maybe he will get them later; or maybe he has 
had them in the past and is carrying the scars from a 
field where we would have been vanquished.

It is true we could not admire any one because of his 
imperfections, but we can admire him in spite of his 
imperfections, that is, for other qualities which he doubt­
less has. Thus faith, believing that God will deal with 
others in a righteous and suitable way without our 
attempting to hand out punishment, and believing that 
he will also teach us aright, gives us contentment even 
under galling circumstances—not contentment with im­
perfect qualities, in either ourselves or others, but con­
tentment with the Lord’s general providences which 
permit us to be in contact with others as imperfect as 
ourselves. Those who command our admiration in every 
particular appeal only to the gentler side of our char­
acter, and if our experiences were wholly with such we 
might not develop enough fibic and sinew. Then too, we 
often discover that our poor selves grate on others in 
much the same way that they do on us. I t  is no test of 
love when we admire a person or his doings. Wait until 
almost his every action seems perverse, or inconsistent, 
or even wrong, then see how much love is left.

The tendency to criticism on the part of our flesh may 
extend even to the manner used in preaching the Gospel. 
Of course, no one should think that he may not form 
mental opinions respecting the desirability or undesir­
ability of a thing or act. That we, as rational creatures, 
are bound to do. But to criticise merely as a habit is 
what does us harm, if it does harm to none other. The 
sound of the gospel may or may not be pleasing to the 
flesh, depending on the language in which it is couched. 
It may be delivered in a rambling way and pain our 
sense of rhetoric or logic. Our fleshly judgment suggests 
the thought that such an exposition of the truth could 
never do any one any good. But wonder of wonders! 
some heart gives evidence of being comforted and helped. 
The Lord is not now teaching us logic and philosophy 
in the pure form, but is teaching us faith, and is seeking 
to inspire and to feed a devotional spirit in us that will 
draw us closer and closer to him and away from the 
spirit of the world. Whoever is rich in love toward God

and toward the brethren is rich indeed and if he be 
faithful unto death he will have Christ, “in whom are
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”._
Colossians 2 :3 ;  Revelation 2 : 10.

How subtle is the mind of the flesh! It seeks to judge 
and to decide everything according to the natural obser­
vation. When the natural observation suggests a thought 
which is contrary to love, love, if active, will repel that 
thought and faith will come forward and say: I believe 
there is some sterling quality in that brother, whether I 
can see it or no t: 1 believe God made no mistake when 
lie set his love there. “Faith” thus “worketh by love” . 
(Galatians ,">: (i) Love prompts faith to gain the victory 
against injustice and unkindness.

FAITH AND OUR GREAT CHANGE
Should it be deemed a wonderful thing to believe in a 

change of nature, when the nature of our very temporal 
existence is problematic? Look, under the highest power 
microscope, at human flesh and instead of being solid 
matter, it is really composed of little particles which do 
not even touch each other but are, in proportion to their 
size, widely separate. If even our present life is a mystery 
and a miracle should we think it a strange thing to 
believe in the veracity of Jehovah when he says that he 
will give us a new life? If we really believe that he will 
give us the things promised, we will certainly conform 
ourselves to the conditions; there can be no question 
about that. The things promised are so wonderful and 
so grand that, if we truly believe, we must desire them.

Even man, with merely high earthly ambitions, has 
been able to accomplish wonders in a short space of time 
by applying himself fully to the subject in hand. I t is 
told of the world-famed naturalist, Audubon, that when 
he was twenty-four years old, he observed a small fleck 
of blood on his handkerchief and knew he had but a few 
years to live. He determined to make the best of them 
and to do something that would be of public good. 
Accordingly he set about it and in the brief space of six 
years he accomplished the colossal task of classifying all 
the birds of the world. That was a great work and he 
did it single-handed; but we have all the power in the 
universe that is necessary to Help us accomplish the 
great work before us. According to our faith is the only 
rule measuring the amount of power on which we can 
draw. Let us give ourselves wholly to it!

We need not be entirely discouraged if unlovable and 
unlovely qualities show themselves under stress. The 
refining work does this. The intended effect of the 
fire is to do this very thing —- to show up the dross 
that it may be skimmed off as rapidly as seen. Our faith­
fulness is marked by the assiduity with which we submit 
ourselves to the refining and not merely by the outward 
graciousness of our conduct, desirable though that be.

The Father promises to give us of his heavenly wisdom, 
if we ask in faith, never wavering. (James 1 :6) Heaven­
ly wisdom in sufficient measure would certainly enable 
us to direct all our affairs to the Lord’s glory and thus 
to be faithful ambassadors. Also he gives us the holy 
spirit on the same condition. Who can doubt that the 
holy spirit in rich measure will work out such fruits of 
the spirit as will guarantee us an abundant entrance 
into the kingdom of our Tx>rd and Savior Jesus Christ?
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The wisdom then is sufficient for all the exigencies of 
our present trial time and the holy spirit prepares us 
for the future. What more could be done for us ? And 
all seeurable in proportion to our fa ith !

FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT
We are in the rear guard of a noble train of victors - 

Jesus, Paul, Peter, John, and many, many others. If 
God’s Word was mighty to spur them on to victory; if 
it, and nothing else, was able to inspire in them a 
victorious faith, why may it not be so with us? The 
Lord will do his part. Will we do ours? The Lord’s 
people should he ashamed to catch themselves at any­

thing small or commonplace in thought. “What manner 
of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness 1’’ (2 Peter 3 :11) The disposition to show 
ourselves worthy ambassadors is the germ of victory; 
victory over smallness, victory over self, victory over the 
world in our ilesh; and it can be sustained only by faith.

“U nansw ered yet? F a ith  cannot be u n an sw ered ;
I te r  feet a re  firmly p lanted on the rock:

Amid the w ildest storm s she stands undaunted,
Nor quails before the loudest thunder-shock.

She knows Omnipotence hath  heard  her prayer,
And cries, Tt shall lie done, sometime, som ewhere."

STRENGTH VS. WEAKNESS
“ When I am weak, then I  am strong.’’— 2 Corinthians 12:10.

W E AllE not to understand the Apostle to mean 
that the Lord will give physical strength to his 
people, in some remarkable way, because they 

belong to him ; for if he did, his people would be the most 
powerful people in the world; and we know that this is 
not the case. The strength which the Lord gives is a 
strength of mind, a mental and moral courage which 
more than makes up for any lack of physical strength. 
Some of the Lord’s children have very little bodily 
strength; and yet they have a courage, a strength of 
heart, far superior to that of many who possess much 
greater physical vigor.

The Apostle Paul exultingly exclaims: “When I am 
weak, then am I strong!” So by the exercise of proper 
faith and trust in the Lord we who belong to him may 
be far stronger than we could be under any other cir­
cumstances and conditions. We may, however, feel sure 
that the Lord will give special physical strength to his 
people if otherwise they would be unable to accomplish 
whatever he wishes them to do. We have seen this 
demonstrated. We have known Christians who were not 
naturally strong to be granted a very special strength 
at times when there was a particular and important 
work to be done for God. Perceiving their confidence 
and faith, the Lord is pleased to grant them special 
strength, so that they may endure what others who were 
physically stronger might not be able to bear up under.

PEACE BORN OF FAITH

“The Lord will bless his people with peace.” This is 
not true in an outward sense. I t  was not true thus of 
our Master; and his special associates, the apostles, were 
buffeted and afflicted as all of the Lord’s followers have 
been throughout the gospel age. The adversary does 
everything in his power to make our lives unpleasant 
and unhappy. We must contend with fightings without 
and fightings wdthin. It is not all peace without and 
all calmness within.

We must battle with our own flesh; for there is where 
we are to gain an important part of the victory. We 
are to “fight a good fight,” a conquering fight. We are 
to put forth earnest effort in fighting against the world, 
against our own fallen nature, and against the adversary 
and all the things that he would put into our mind and 
heart. We are to get the better of these things. The

Lord blesses his people with strength to overcome these 
adverse influences and difficulties, and gives them peace 
of heart even in the midst of their difficulties.

AVe are not to be at peace with the flesh, but always at 
war with it. There is a peace in the Lord, however, that 
is born of faith and of implicit trust in his promises. 
He has promised us grace sufficient for every time of 
need. He has promised tha( we shall not be overcome in 
any trials or difficulties, if we remain faithful to our 
covenant. We are assured that we shall have the victory, 
trusting in his strength. This gives us rest, peace and 
confidence. So we for very joy can sing.

We are resting in the Lord’s precious promises- -the 
promises which he has given to none save his very own. 
We are resting in his strength and his ability to make 
good his promises. We know that he who has called us 
is able to perform all his good word, and will surely do it. 
(Joshua 23:14) This peace and rest is the special 
blessing of the holy spirit. Only in proportion as we re­
ceive the holy spirit, the holy mind, the holy disposition, 
of God, can we have his promises fulfilled in us. I t  is 
a matter of simple proportion. As we grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of the Lord, in the knowledge of his 
truth, we shall have additional comfort and strength. 
AVe shall thus grow up into Christ from day to day 
and shall ever abide in his love.

The Lord desires that our characters shall become 
both beautiful and strong. In nature there are some 
substances which are beautiful in appearance, but which 
have neither firmness nor durability. The ruby is a 
precious stone of both beauty and hardness; and we 
have an article of food, a ruby-tinted gelatine, which 
much resembles the ruby in outward appearance, but 
which is lacking in firmness. Some people have char­
acters of this kind. These will be dealt with during 
the next age. But those whom the Ix>rd is choosing 
to place in his diadem of beauty and glory must have 
a character which not only has the element of beauty, 
but possesses also firmness of texture and quality—a 
character able through divine grace to endure the 
severest pressure that will be brought to bear upon it, 
and much cutting and polishing. Thus shall we become 
jewels of rarest value, the admiration of every beholder, 
fitted to show forth forever the glory of Jehovah.



ISRAEL RULED BY JUDGES
--------A pril  4 —  J udges 2 : 6 - 2 3 . ---------

NATURAL ISRAEL’S EXPERIENCES TYPICAL, ALLEGORICAL —  TYPICAL IDOLATRIES AND THEIR ANTITYPES —  NATURAL 
ISRAEL’S JUDGES OR DEL IV E R ER S— PALESTINE SOON TO RE POSSESSED BY ABRAHAM AND H IS SEED UNDER 
SUPERVISION OF MESSIAH AND THE CHURCH —  GENTILE TIMES ENDED —  MESSIAH'S KINGDOM BEGUN.

“(lod is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble."— Psalm !t6:1.

TODAY'S study tells us of the death of Joshua, who be­
came the leader of the Israelites at the death of Moses. 
Joshua was a worthy example of faithfulness to God. 

Under divine direction he divided the land of Palestine 
among the tribes of Israel, giving each Ids portion with the 
understanding that the portion was the gift of God, and 
that the more faith they possessed the more quickl.N would 
each tribe enter into its inheritance.

Through an angel especially sent as God’s representative 
the Israelites were enioined by the Dol'd to take possession 
of the land speedily, driving out their enemies, destroying 
their idols and altars of worship, and thus conquering Hie 
entire country for themselves as God’s people and ridding 
both themselves and their children of all Idolatrous tempta­
tion. Hut instead of doing this, they made leagues with (lie 
various heathen peoples inhabiting the land, and brought 
themselves into more or less of a friendly relationship. 
This disobedience proved to be a serious snare.

In studying the h istory  of the nation of Israel, we a re  to 
rem ember that the Apostle Paul tells us th a t all those things 
which happened to them were allegorical. (1 C orinthians 
10 :11) They were true, they w ere real occurrences: but 
from God's standpoint the ir chief object and purpose was 
to illu s tra te  certain  g rea t tru th s  fo r sp iritua l Israel, coming 
a fte rw ard s and known as the gospel church. Thus, fo r in­
stance, when the C hristian  en ters upon h is new life as a 
resu lt of h is consecration to God, it corresponds to the cross­
ing of Jo rd an —dying to old In terests and en tering  upon the 
new inheritance. U nder the leadership  of Jesus, our Joshua, 
we en te r into new life full of fa ith . V ictories result.

SPIRITUAL ISRAEL’S ENEMIES
Then we learn th a t the new crea tu re  is to conquer the 

perverted appetites of h is own flesh, which correspond to 
the idolatrous peoples who resided in Canaan. I t  is the duty 
of the new crea tu re  to drive out these ea rth ly  hopes, am bi­
tions, weaknesses, perversions, and oppositions to  the Lord 
and h is righteousness. I f  the w ork of ex term inating  is ca r­
ried on thoroughly, the resu lt would be a  ripened character, 
strong  in the Lord, full of fa ith , obedience, and blessing.

However, like the Is rae lites of old, in too many cases the 
Lord’s people make a truce w ith  th e ir  own fleshly w eak­
nesses. They fail to drive these out, fa il to  overthrow  the 
a lta rs  of passion, avarice, etc. These w eaknesses and de­
p rav ities of the old n a tu re  cower fo r a  tim e before the new 
creature , en trea ting  mercy, patience, and a m easure of g ra t­
ification. Hut as surely as these im plorings are  granted, 
the passions and weaknesses become stronger and stronger: 
and in the battle  the new crea tu re  is w orsted until he m ust 
cry to the Lord for deliverance, lest he perish before the 
onslaught of his own passions and desires. T hus the lives 
of m any C hristian  people are  a succession of ba ttlings and 
defeats, captivities. The decisive b a ttle  should have been 
fought ou t at first. The will should have been firmly fixed 
on the side of righteousness, tru th , and obedience to God.

It is difficult to determ ine how much all of the L ord’s 
people suffer as a resu lt of not being firm enough, rigorous 
enough, in their dealings w ith th e ir  own flesh, especially 
a t the beginning of th e ir  C hris tian  experience. The only- 
remedy is to cry unto tiie Lord, as did tne Is rae lites when 
they found them selves h a rd  pressed. As the Lord delivered 
his ancient people, so he Is w illing to deliver all sp iritua l 
Israelites. However, It is certa in ly  a sham e fo r C hristians 
th a t th e ir defeats a re  so num erous, even as it w as a sham e 
to the Is rae lites  th a t during  the period of the Judges they 
w ere eighteen tim es oppressed by th e ir neighbors, w ere slaves 
w here they  should have been m asters. The one g rea t lesson 
of all these experiences to the n a tu ra l Is rae lites  and to the 
sp iritua l Is rae lites is the lesson o f God’s mercy. The Lord 
is very gracious, w illing to forgive our trespasses and to 
ass ist us when we realize our w rong condition and make

an appeal for help. To all such the divine prom ise is : “I 
will heal th e ir backsliding; 1 w ill love them freely”. - - 
llo sea  1 4 :4 ;  E phesians 2 :4 - 9 .

JOSHUA’S WISE EXHORTATION
The book oi Joshua doses with the account of the death 

of that great leader, and the hook of Judges begins with in­
cidents covering the same period. When Joshua realized 
that his work was done and that lie was about to he gath­
ered to his falhers, to sleep with his fathers in death, he 
ended the Israelites together. When the Iribes had assem­
bled at Xlieehem, Joshua reminded them of the Lord’s mer­
cies and manifest layers toward them in bringing them tints 
far and in finally giving (o each Irihe the allotment of its 
inheritance in (lie promised land of Canaan. Then tie 
warned them respecting the dangers of I lie situation, the 
necessity for being separate from the people of the land, 
the Gentiles; otherwise the tendency might lie toward idol­
atry. He urged upon all a lull settlement of the mind, the 
will, on Hie side of the Lord and against all the heathen 
religions. It was then that he took his stand and an­
nounced: ‘‘Choose ye (his day whom ye will servo; but as 
for mo and my house, we will serve the Lord” The people 
joined with him in the same resolve.

O ur lesson today tells us that during all the days of 
Joshua and of the o thers of the judges who outlived th e ir 
g rea t leader, th ings went well w ith  the Israelites. ’They had 
the L ord’s blessing and were prosperous. These leaders 
had iu mind the L ord’s wonderful dealings w ith  h is people, 
and therefore  they realized the im portance of being on the 
Lord’s side If they would have his blessing. The idolatries 
th a t came In w ere subsequent.

The true  God has alw ays prohibited idols, im age w o rsh ip ; 
while the false gods have usually  been represented by these. 
According to hum an reasoning the Idols would appear to be 
an excellent w ay of keeping religion before the mind ; but 
it Is not God’s w ay and lienee is not advantageous. As the 
Is rae lites noted the idolatrous worship of th e ir neighbors, 
they doubtless fe lt th a t the la t te r  were the more religious, 
because of th is outw ard dem onstration. Moreover, iu con­
nection w ith  the heathen form s of w orship were various 
licentious practices, which to some exten t would a ttra c t 
through curiosity  and, because of the weaknesses of the 
flesh, would appeal to the Israelites. The true  God had on 
the contrary  institu ted  in the ir m idst a system of worship 
which w as pure in itself, in every way condemning sin, 
pointing out the necessity for its cancellation and the need 
for draw ing  near to God in the way of divine appointm ent. 
In a word, the true  religion appealed to the h ighest and 
noblest sen tim en ts; w hile the false religions of the Canaan- 
ites appealed to the baser passions, combining a form of 
godliness w ith gratification of the flesh in dancings and 
various sa tu rna lia .

Some C hris tians are  prone to condemn the Is rae lite  very 
severely fo r w andering off, tim e and again, Into the idola­
tries of his heathen neighbors and requiring  to be punished 
of Hie Lord In order th a t he m ight tu rn  again and seek 
Jehovah in the righ t way. H ut let all such C hristians re­
member the an titype— how form s of godliness a re  inclined 
to take  the place of true  heart-w orship, reverence; and how 
the weaknesses of the flesh a re  inclined to assert themselves, 
to ju s tify  them selves and, if possible, to make them selves 
appear to be in accordance w ith the divine will. Let them 
rem em ber th a t today many w orship the golden calf more 
than  they w orship God, requiring  chastisem ents tim e and 
again  to correct them, to aw aken them to th e ir  true  condi­
tion. Let them remember, too, th a t the C hris tians have 
made them selves idols equally as hideous as any m ade by 
the heathen—not idols o f stone or wood o r bronze, bu t more 
hideous m isrepresentations of the divine ch arac te r—the 
p rin ted  creeds.—1 John 5; 21.
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Verse seventeen and Us connections seem to indicate tha t 
the record of ou r lesson covers a long period of centuries of 
Is rae l’s experiences, under many judges. W hen the people 
repented, the Lord raised  up judges or, as we would say, 
deliverers, through whom th e ir  adversities would be tu rned  
nside. Yet even these repeated  experiences did not deeply 
enough im press the g rea t lesson, so th a t they needed to learn 
it over and over. W hen the judge would recover them from  
their adversities, and they would have rest during the re­
m ainder of h is lifetim e, it w as merely to fall aw ay a fte r  
his death. N evertheless, the Lord’s covenant w as w ith the 
nation ; and the centuries since have shown the persistency 
of Cod’s mercy.—Rom ans 10:21.

DIVINE FAVOR RETURNING TO ISRAEL
As we have previously pointed out, the Bible indicates 

very clearly th a t Is rae l’s las t g rea t lesson of oppression 
under the Gentiles closed in 1914. The long period of chas­
tisem ent, twenty-five hundred and tw enty years, began when 
the crown w as taken aw ay from  K ing Zedeklali, in B. C. 
606. (Ezekiel 2 1 :2 5 -2 7 )  D uring all th is tim e Israel was 
not an independent nation. As the Lord had declared 
through h is prophets, Zedekiah w as the las t of the line of 
David who should ru le un til M essiah’s kingdom should be 
established. The end of the Gentile tim es in 1914, then, 
m arks the beginning of M essiah’s kingdom. Everyw here 
a re  to be seen m an ifestations th a t he as the g rea t Judge is 
tak ing  over th e  affairs of the world, and th a t Is ra e l’s final 
deliverance has begun a t  last.

Before th a t  deliverance can be fully accomplished, how­
ever, sp iritu a l Is rae l m ust first experience the glorious 
change of the first resurrection . T hus the sp iritua l em pire

m ust be established first. Following th a t g rea t event and 
the incidental time of trouble will come the exalta tion  of 
represen tatives of n a tu ra l Is rae l to be the  ea rth ly  exponents 
of the heavenly M essianic kingdom. These w ill be the 
ancient w orth ies of the H ebrew  people— A braham , Isaac. 
Jacob and all the prophets, brought back from  the tomb 
O thers of the Hebrew people, delivered from  the Gentile 
dom ination, w ill nevertheless get th e ir blessing through their 
acceptance of the kingdom arrangem ents. T h is includes the 
thought th a t th e ir eyes of understand ing  will open and tha t 
they w ill recognize the g rea t King. T hus it is w ritten  that 
those who pierced him will look upon him and mourn be­
cause of a realization  th a t  they crucified the I ’rince of life 
N evertheless they will have a g rea t blessing, in proportion 
as they have been seeking conscientiously to  serve God and 
the principles of h is righteousness. Then the  I xm l will 
pour upon them  the sp irit of grace and supplication, in con­
nection w ith  w hich they will have so much blessing. (Zech- 
a riah  1 2 :1 0 ) And th is blessing of the Lord, coming upon 
Israel first, m eans also the blessing of all m ankind.

All who realize the fulfillm ent of the tim es of the G entiles 
should be looking fo r and cooperating w ith  the fu r th e r steps 
of the divine plan. One of these is Is ra e l’s repossession of 
the control of Palestine, the inheritance of A braham  and his 
fam ily. The tim e is ripe. I t  now rem ains fo r those Jew s 
who by God’s favor have the w ealth  to use th a t w ealth  in 
the fu rtherance  of the hope of Israe l. B ut a fa ilu re  on 
m an’s p a r t  to  appreciate and use opportunities w ill not 
In terfere  w ith  the divine plan. The hour of blessing is at 
hand. T hrough divine in s trum en ta lity  P alestine  is now 
passing into th e  hands of the Jews.

DEBORAH AND BARAK DELIVERED ISRAEL
--------A pr il  11 —  J udges 4 : 4 - 1 6 --------

ISRAEL UNDER THE JUDGES —  DIVINE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THEIR GOVERNMENT —  THE FIRST ARMAGEDDON BATTLE 
— SISERA AND BARAK — DEBORAH AND JAEL —  WAS THE LATTER A MURDERESS ? — HOW “THE STARS IN THEIR 
COURSES FOUGHT AGAINST SISERA”. —  HOPE FOR THE CANAANITES IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD.

“Wfc.cn itt th e ir  d is t r e s s  th e y  tu rn e d  u n to  J e h o v a h , th e  O o d o f  I s ra e l,  a n d  so u g h t h im , he w a s
fo u n d  o f  th e m ."—2 C h ro n ic le s  15:4.

I SRAEL’S history from the time of the  division of C anaan 
among the tribes u n til the  anointing  of Saul to be th e ir 
king, a  period of 450 years, Is called the period of the 

judges, Jo shua  being the first judge and Samuel the last. 
These judges evidently  w ere not elected to  th e ir  position, 
bu t w ere ra ised  up to it  providentially . B u t as these judges 
had no pow er o r au thority , collected no revenues and  held 
no office w hich they could en ta il upon others, it  follows th a t 
any  pow er o r influence they  possessed w as a personal one, 
and to give it  w eight o r force im plied a p roper acknowledge­
m ent of them  as divinely appointed o r raised  up. T his 
arrangem ent led the people continually  to  look to God for 
th e ir helpers and leaders ra th e r  th an  to engage in an  ordi­
nary  clap trap  of politics in w hich personal am bition and 
desire fo r spoils w ould predom inate. God did the nom inat­
ing ; and the people in proportion as they would come into 
harm ony w ith  him  took cognizance of h is choice and p rac­
tically  endorsed it or voted fo r it by th e ir acceptance of 
the judge. In some instances there  may have been a more 
m ethodical procedure, as is in tim ated in Judges 2 : 7, where 
the elders of Israe l, who had w itnessed God’s m iraculous 
interposition on th e ir  behalf, and who had outlived Joshua, 
«eem to have constitu ted  the judges in the different tribes.

T his arrangem ent by which God gave Israe l th e ir judges 
is in considerable harm ony w ith his dealings w ith sp iritua l 
Israe l during  th is gospel age, ra ising  up for them from  time 
to tim e special counselors, deliverers, m inisters. S im ilarly 
sp iritua l Is rae lites  a re  not to caucus, wire-pull and decide 
for them selves who shall be th e ir  sp iritua l leaders, but are  
to regard  the Lord as the g rea t Chief C aptain, and are  to 
look to him  to ra ise  up from  tim e to tim e such sp iritua l 
chiefta ins as he m ay please. The acceptance of the leadings 
o f these as God’s appointees does not necessarily  mean theii

selection by ballot, but may be indicated merely by giving 
ear to  th e ir  teachings in harm ony w ith  the  W ord of the 
Lord. The lead of such sp iritua l lieu tenan ts of divine ap ­
pointm ent w ill alw ays be m arked  by sp iritu a l victories and 
by the bringing of the L ord’s people into closer h e a rt re la ­
tionship w ith  him. Any leadership  w hich does not produce 
such f ru its  is evidently not of the  L o rd ; fo r the sp irit of the 
Lord lends not to  bondage, ignorance or strife , hu t to love, 
joy, peace of heart, liberty  of conscience.

ISRABL’S FORM OF GOVERNMENT
The nation  of Is rae l needed no congress o r le g is la tu re ; for 

it had one Lawgiver, the Lord, and the law  given a t  Mount 
Sinai w as to be perpetually  the guide to the nation. U nder 
the law  the p riests  and the Levltes w ere the appointed 
helpers of the people in th ings perta in ing  to  God, to instruct 
them in the law  and to represen t them  in the typical sacri­
ficing, atonem ent work, etc. In  each tribe, also, the elders 
had charge of the civil a ffa irs  of th e  tribe  according to 
th e ir capacity. As fo r soldiers and a w ar departm ent, Israel 
had none. The divine law  w as to separa te  them  from  all 
o ther n a tio n s : and  If they would rem ain fa ith fu l to the Ixird 
he w as to be th e ir  pro tector against all antagonists.

Sim ilarly  sp iritua l Zion in every congregation is to look 
ou t from  among them selves fit men for the services needed. 
God’s law  is to keep them  separa te  from  the schemes, w ar­
fa res  and entanglem ents of the world. They a re  to  be his 
peculiar people, and h is pledge to them  is th a t all things 
shall w ork together fo r th e ir good as  long as they abide 
fa ith fu l to  him. T herefore they need no arm ies provided 
w ith carnal weapons, although they a re  a ll soldiers o f the 
cross, pledged to fight aga in s t sin, especially each within 
him self, and to lay down th e ir lives fo r each other, “the 
b re th ren”.—1 John 3 :16 .



Mabch 1, 1920 ™e W A T C H  T O W E R n
I f  the book of Judges be read  as a  fully complete h istory  

of Is rae l fo r those fou r and  one-half centuries, it would be 
a discouraging account, and to some ex ten t would give the 
inference th a t they w ere continually  in sin and idolatry, and 
suffering punishm ent therefor. B ut th is  would lx- an un­
fa ir  view' to take. On the con trary  the record passes by the 
happy period of Is rae l’s p rosperity , and specially points out 
the ir deflections from  obedience to God, th e ir punishm ents 
for such transgressions and th e ir  deliverances from their 
troubles through the judges or deliverers whom God raised 
up fo r them. T h a t th is  period w as in m any respects a 
favorable tim e fo r the Is rae lite s  is im plied in the Lord 's 
promise, “I will resto re  thy  judges as a t the first, and th> 
counselors as a t  the beginning”.—Isa iah  1 : 26.

Incidentally  the sto ry  of I tu th  and th a t of Sam uel's 
paren ts give us little  glimpses of the o ther side of the m a t­
ter, glimpses of the G od-fearing piety prevalent among m anj 
of tlie people, glimpses of the happiness and contentm ent 
enjoyed. I f  in our own day we w ere to judge of the w orld’s 
affa irs  wholly by the daily  h isto ry  and deta ils in the news­
papers, we might get the im pression th a t crimes, strikes, 
accidents, and im prisonm ents constitu ted  the whole life in 
our lan d ; fo r the g rea t m ass of the people a ttending to the 
ord inary  affairs of life a re  scarcely mentioned. In  accord­
ance w ith til is thought are  the following lines from the poet 
W hittie r in which lie rejoices in th is land of liberty and 
blessing, no tw ithstanding  the unfavorable reports thereof 
which go out to the world daily  through the press -

“Whiite’er of folly, shame or crime 
Within thy mighty bounds transpires,

With speed defying space or time 
(’film's to us on the accusing wares ;

While all thy wealth of noble deeds,
Thy homes of peace, thy votes unsold,

Thv love that pleads for human needs,
The w rongs redressed, but half 1-s told ! "

THE FIRST RECORDED ARMAGEDDON BATTLE

H eretofore we have pointed out th a t the g rea t ba ttle  of 
Armageddon, tlie an tityp ical one, is near, th a t it will quickly 
follow the world w ar. T oday’s .study relates to the first of 
the g rea t battles in the valley of Megiddo, noted fo r its 
many slaughters, and therefore  made the basis of the divine 
prediction respecting Hie “tim e of trouble such as w as not 
since there  was a na tion”, and whieli will precede and p re­
pare  the way for M essiah’s glorious ru le of a thousand 
years.—1 C orin th ians 1 0 :2 4 -2 6 ; Revelation 20 :6 .

The Israe lites had  been guilty  of idolatry, and according 
to God’s covenant w ith them had been chastened by the 
perm itting  of th e ir enemies to vanquish them. They had 
come to g rea t s tra its . T heir enemies had  w axed strong and 
high-handed. General Sisera, of the C anaanites, had hum ­
bled the Is rae lites of N orth Palestine fo r years, and now 
was coming southw ard w ilh a large arm y in ten t upon vic­
tories. Tlie streng th  of h is arm y is shown in the s ta te ­
ment th a t it contained nine hundred iron chariots. By the 
time lie had gotten as fa r  sou thw ard  as the valley of 
Megiddo, m essengers reached him, inform ing him th a t B arak, 
n leader among the Israelites, had improved (lie opportunity 
afforded by liis absence and w as coming sou thw ard  w illi an 
arm y of ten thousand Israelites. U nder divine guidance 
B arak made Mount T abor It is arm y base, (ho place which in 
Jesus’ day became known to liis followers as the Mount of 
T ransfiguration, where tlie coming kingdom of Messiali was 
represented in a vision. Tints we have ano ther rem arkable 
featu re  of tlie p icture  of tlie future, the association of the 
vision of tlie kingdom in proxim ity  w ith tlie Armageddon 
field of d isaste r p icturing  the changes due a t th is  im portant 
period of transition  to M essiah's rule.

D isdaining tlie poorly arm ed Israe lites  General Sisera 
advanced Inw ard Mount T abor witli liis arm y on both sides 
of the river Kislion. Then it w as Unit tlie word of tlie Lord 
came afresh  to G eneral B urak, d irecting  him to advance 
against the arm y of tlie C anaanites. As related  in our les­
son, tiie slaughter w as a g rea t one. S isera’s arm y was so 
discomfited th a t it scattered. A g rea t storm  and cloudburst 
swelled the river, making quagm ires of the lower valleys

and rendering useless the chario ts of Sisera. H is soldiers, 
fleeing for th e ir  lives, were cut down by the Israelites, 
while o ther thousands w ere sw ept by the freshets down the 
river into the sea. T his interference of God on behalf of 
his people Is rae l is in figurative language styled the fighting 
of “the s ta rs  of heaven” against S isera’s arm y. Similarly 
in the g rea t A rm ageddon near tit hand it will not be human 
might th a t will prevail, bu t the disconcerted hosts will effect 
the complete d isruption  of the present o rder of tilin g s ; for 
“every m an’s hand shall be against lus b ro ther and against 
his neighbor”. (Ezekiel 38 ; 21; Zeclm riah 8 :1 0 ;  1 4 :1 3 ) It 
is the cloudburst of tru th  and the rising  w aters of know l­
edge which a re  bringing to pass th is g rea t hum an ca ta s­
trophe, which the Lord will overrule for m an’s blessing

THE POWER OF A FAITHFUL WOMAN

Although the Lord has been pleased usually  to select men 
in connection w ith his work, not only as typical characters 
but also as evangels of the gospel, nevertheless the Scrip­
tures give us p ictures of noble women who, because of the 
delinquency of men, have been alm ost forced into puhlie 
service by God’s providence. N otable among the instances 
of such in the Bible Is the case of the prophetess Deborah 
She perceived th a t neglect of the divine law had borne fru it 
in tlie subjugation  of her people, th a t th is w as spreading 
throughout the land, and th a t w hat was needed was a 
guide to point tlie people back to the right w ay—hack to 
God. Tlie C anaanites whom they had not conquered had 
conquered them .— Deuteronomy 7 : 1 -

T his conquest was perm itted  of God. II bail its incipient 
stage when the Israe lites neglected the d i\ ine direction that 
they should live separa te  from all o ther people. Instead, 
they had begun to in te rm arry  w ith  the C anaanites. These 
in tu rn  had enticed th e ir husbands a ’.-d the ir children to 
the worship of heathen gods. A pparently  many of Israel 
who had not gone over to idolatry  had nearly  lost their 
knowledge and appreciation of tlie true  God. T his sam e con- 
dilion is a difficulty today in th is land and everywhere. Tlie 
revulsion of C hristian  people from  the m onstrous creedal 
e rro rs  of tlie past lias alienated many from tho Bible, under 
the belief th a t the Bible and tlie creeds teach tlie sam e doc­
trines. T his is the explanation of empty pews and a  dis­
taste  for religion. W hat the people need is correct in form a­
tion respecting tlie true  God of love and h is real plan, as 
outlined in tlie Bible.

In tlie dnrk  hour of Is rae l’s oppression, tlie princes of 
tlie tribes seemed to be lacking in patrio tism  as well as in 
fa ith  in God. E ach tribe was a separa te  s ta te  and th ere  
was no cohesion between them, the divinely intended bond 
of union, the true  religion, having relaxed. I t  w as about 
th is tim e th a t tlie Lord, seeking a channel through which 
to be gracious to liis people, found tli.'.t channel in a woman 
—Deborah. She realized tlie situatiop  more keenly than  did 
otliers, probably because more deeply consecrated to God and 
liis service. She moved from her home in the northern  part 
of the country to a central place in tlie highlands of 
E phraim . From  there she sent encouraging, stim ulating  
messages to I lie chief men of the various tribes. She was 
respected : her counsel was appreciated ; her advice was 
sought In th is sense she judged, admonished Israel.

FULL DEVOTION OF HEART ESSENTIAL

Deborah is si,vied a prophetess. T his might mean a public 
teacher, or it might mean one through whom tlie Lord sent 
special messages. Some tilings connecled willi tlie story 
indicate the la t te r  thought. Surely the Lord used her, and 
that because she w as a willing and consecrated servan t of 
ids cause, iiis people. Wlint a lesson is here for all of God's 
people, tlie lesson tha t in order to he used in tlie Lord’s 
service and to accomplish tilings for Him and liis a full 
devotion of heart is necessary!

At an opportune time, when S iseru’s arm y w ith nine hu n ­
dred chario ts had proceeded southw ard to Megiddo, Deborah 
sent word to B arak, a leader in her tribe, N aphtali. She 
admonished th a t now was tlie tim e to do som ething for tlie
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d eliv era n ce  o f  the  p eop le  o f  God, and  th a t he sh ou ld  im m e­
d ia te ly  m arch  to b a ttle  w ith  tea  th ou san d  Isr a e lite s . B a ra k  
refu sed  to do so  u n le ss  sh e  w ou ld  coop erate. S h e a g reed  to  
do so, fo rew a rn in g  h im , h ow ever, th a t the  h onor o f  tlie  m a t­
ter  w ou ld  th u s bo d iv id ed  w ith  h erse lf, and th a t  lie w otdd  
m iss a p art o f  h is  b le ss in g  by reason  o f  Ids lack  o f  courage. 
T h u s it  w a s th a t w hen  B a r a k ’s arm y m oved to M ount Tabor, 
the  force  w a s u n d er G eneral B a r a k ’s com m and, but a w om an  
w a s th e  real m ou th p iece  or agent o f  God, in d ir e c tin g  the  
a lta ir s  o f  the  b a tt le  w h ich  brought such  s ig n a l v ictory  to 
the peop le o f  Isra e l.

W AS S IS E R A ’S M U R D E R  JUS TIF IA B LE?
G eneral S is e r a ’s c h a r io ts  stu ck  in the m ire. i l l s  n im j  

d efea ted , he tied afoot w ith  o th ers, on ly  to he overtak en  by 
the v ictors. E n ter in g  a su p p o sed ly  h o sp ita b le  ten t, he hid  
h im se lf  and fe ll a sleep , l l i s  h o ste s s  im proved  the  o p p ortu ­
n ity  and d rove a ten t-p in  through  h is  tem ple. By som e the  
act h as been d en ou n ced  .'is a breach  o f  h o sp ita lity , but by 
o th e rs it h as been d efen d ed  on the grou n d s that the  custom  
s t i l l  a m on g  th e  A rab s o f  P a le s t in e  is that any m an w ho  
In trudes in to  a w o m a n ’s tent is  w orth y  o f  d ea th . At any 
ra te  lot u s rem em b er th a t  .Tael w a s not a C h ristia n  w om an, 
not b egotten  o f  the  h o ly  sp ir it , not ta u g h t in th e  school o f  
C h rist  and  th a t, th erefo re , w h a tev er  m ay lie sa id  o f  her  
w ould  h a v e  no b ea r in g  w h a tev er  in respect to C h ristia n s, 
w ho a r e  under the  la w  o f  th e  sp ir it o f  love.

In c id en ta lly , let us rem em ber th a t not even  one o f  the

•lew s stood  in the sa m e re la tio n sh ip  to G od an d  h is  d iv in e  
p u rp oses that tru e C h r ist ia n s  occupy. T h e ir  w a r fa r e  in th e  
flesh  ty p ifies  our w a r fa r e  a s  n ew  cr e a tu r e s  a g a in st  the  
W eaknesses and  a p p etite s  o f  ou r flesh . B e t u s a lso  rem em ber  
th a t th e  d eath  o f  S isera  and h is  arm y  d id  not p r e c ip ita te  
them  in to  a lie ll o f  tori tire, hut m erely  w a s  th e  p a ssa g e  
w a y  By w h ich  th ey  w ere  “g a th ered  to  th e ir  fa th e r s” , “sle p t  
w ith  th e ir  fa th e r s”. T h ey  h a v e  know n n o th in g  sin ce , and  
w ill know n o th in g  in th e  fu tu r e  u n til th e  tim e o f  th e ir  
a w a k e n in g ;  and Unit a w a k en in g  God lia s  g r a c io u s ly  tim ed  
so Unit it w ill bo a fte r  M essiah  sh a ll have taken  p o ssess io n  o f  
the w orld , and  tiy the  e sta b lish m en t o f h is  k in gdom  sh a ll 
have overth ro w n  the k ingdom  o f S a ta n , s in  and d eath .

In d u e tim e S isera  and h is arm y w ill com e forth , lik e  the  
rem ain d er o f  m ankind , as a resu lt o f  th e  red em p tiv e  w ork  o f  
.“le su s , fin ished  :jt C alvary . T h ey  w ill com e forth  in order  
that the  grace  o f  God limy he te stified  to th e m ; and that  
they m ay have an o p p ortu n ity , by ob ed ien ce  to the  la w s  o f  
th e  k in gdom , to p repare th e m se lv es  to en te r  in to  e v e r la s tin g  
l i fe  on the p lan e o f  hum an p erfectio n  in an e a r th ly  p arad ise . 
\V ith  th is  th o u g h t b efore us. it m akes l i t t le  d ifferen ce  
w h eth er  d ea tli com es upon us th ro u g h  w ar, p e st ile n c e  or 
d isea se . O nly th o se  are on tr ia l a l  th e  p resen t tim e  w ho  
h a v e  h eard  o f  C hrist, w ho h av e  accep ted  h im  and w h o  have  
been b egotten  o f  the holy  sp irit a s  n ew  crea tu res . T h e  tr ia l 
o f all the  rem ain d er o f  tBo w orld  is fu tu r e ;  fo r  k n o w led g e  
is  an e s se n tia l te st in g  for  life  e tern a l or d eath  etern a l

B r o o k l y n , N. Y.

REPORT OF THE AUSTRALASIAN BRANCH
liKAH BllKTlIKK.N '

O nce a ga in  it is  my areal p r iv ileg e  to subm it th e  annual 
report o f  the  o p era tio n s  o f  (tie A u stra la s ia n  branch o f  our 
beloved  S o c ie ty  in A u stra lia  and N ew  Z ealand . T h e yea r  
th a t lia s gon e h a s been a yea r  o f  lv iuv em it ion for us in 
th ese  fni'-llung p a rts  o f  th e  tieh! N in eteen  hundred  and  
eig h teen  brought us an xiety  lint not t ’e s p a ir—-and co n d i­
tio n s  that ca lled  for a large  e x e i c i s e o l  fa ith  Its  su ccesso r  
lia s  seen  that fa ith  ju stif ied  and p a tie n c e  rew arded , and  
the  L ord's w ork m ore firmlv e s ta b lish e d  here than ever  
iH'fore. F or all o f  t in s  w e are  deeply g r a te lu l to the  G iver  
o f  all good, by w h ose  kind fa v o r  w e are p erm u ted  to coop ­
er a te  w ith  11 if  Lord in th e  w ork now b ein g  accn iup lished .

At the tim e o f  w r it in g  I am on a p ilgrim  lo u r  in the  
n o m in io n  o f  N ew  Z ealan d , and am  sepa ra ted  by m ile s  o f  
blue w a ter  from  tlie  M elbourne office and (lie w ork . T h is  I 
know , how ever, th e  p a st  yea r , w h a tev er  Ihc tab u la ted  resu lts  
m ay tie, lia s  been on e o f  stren u o u s a c t iv ity  in n ea r ly  every  
d ep a rtm en t o f  th e  serv ice .

T h e  h igh  co st o f  l iv in g  h a s borne h ard ly  upon flie d ear  
co lp o rteu rs. N o t only- h n s it m ade t lie  p u b lic  s lo w  about 
In v estin g  in hooks, but it  lia s  m a te r ia lly  sw e lled  t lie  co l­
p o rteu rs’ liv in g  ex p e n se s  ; an d  so m e o f  th e se  d ea r  on es h ave  
been  forced  tem p o ra r ily  to q u it tlie  serv ice . W e are  p la n ­
n in g , h ow ev er , to com e to t lie  rescu e o f  th e se  d ea r  se lf-sa e-  
rlfic in g  w o rk ers and to in su re  g rea ter  p erm an en cy  in tlie  
co lp orteu r se r v ic e :  and  our g ra te fu l a p p rec ia tio n  is sp ec ia lly  
d u e  to th ose  o f  them  w ho in  lea n  y e a r s  an d  p len ty  have  
co u ra g eo u s ly  stu ck  to  tlie  w ork . S u ch  a sp len d id  exa m p le  
is  w o rth y  o f  em u la tio n , and I am glad  to report sev era l 
recen t a c c e ss io n s  to that n ob le band.

R ea liz in g  t lie  v a lu e  o f  persona l in te rco u rse  w ith  tlie d ear  
b rethren  I h a v e  tra v e lled , d u r in g  tlie  past year , th rou gh ou t  
the  w h o le  len g th  and b read th  o f  the  A u stra lia n  co n tin en t  
from  B r isb a n e  to M elbourne and from  S id n ey  to B e r th ; and  
n o w  T am  en g a g in g  in a s im ila r  se rv ice  in N ew  Z ealand , 
tt h a s been very  en co u ra g in g  to n o te  the  zea l fo r  se r v ic e  and  
the  sp ir itu a l grow th  o f  th e  d ear b reth ren  ev ery w h e re . A 
p u b lic  w itn e ss  1ms a lso  been g iven  throughout t lie  lan d  under  
v a r io u s  t itle s , such  as, “T h e  W orld  l i a s  E n d ed ”, “ B o lsh ev ism  
and the  B ib le”, “G hrist H a s  R eturned". W ith  no u n certa in  
sou n d  w e h a v e  d ec la red  tlie  ap p ro a ch in g  d estru ctio n  o f

G reat B abylon  and the e s ta b lish m e n t o f  G h r is l’s k ingdom  
on her ru ins. T h ere is m om  for  m uch P ilgrim  w ork  in th is  
\ u s t  con t i iifii t ; and w illi you r ap p roval I in tend  to push  th is  
deportm ent o f  s e n  n e s t il l  m ore v ig o ro u sly  in th e  com in g  
y ea r  ( tccasion al P ilgrim  v is it s  h av e  been m ade a lso  by 
othor d ear b ie ih 'v n  w ho have been m uch used  o f  the  Lord  
in lioili a p i i 'a ile  and a p ub lic  cap acity .

T h e y en - now ended lias been  an u n fo r tu n a te  one fo r  co n ­
v en tion s, al toast l u o  ol th e se  sp len d id  g a th e r in g s  h a v in g  
been vetoed  by tlie in flu en za  q u a ra n tin e  reg u la tio n s . In 
.la iu tary  la st, h ow ever, th ere  w ere  no few er  than  three  such  
h elp fu l con ven tion s , one at M elbourne, and on e at P erth , 
A u stra lia , and one at W ellin g to n , N ew  Z ealan d . T h e E a s te r  
h o lid a y  a lso  fu r n ish ed  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  g a th e r in g s  a t  A d e­
la ide, M elbourne. Perth  and  B risb an e, A u str a lia , and  at 
( 'h ristch u rch . N ew  Z ealand . A ll o f  th e se  h appy g a th e r in g s  
w ere g rea tly  b lessed  o f  th e  Lord and proved  m o st h elp fu l 
to th o se  presen t.

I am  su re  that all th e  d ear breth ren  th rou gh ou t A u str a lia  
w ill jo in  w ith  m e in a p p rec ia tio n  o f  tlie  g e n e r o s ity  o f  the  
S o c ie ty  in ca n ce lin g  the  debt o f  th is  branch. W h ile  not h a v in g  
an y op p o rtu n ity  to en ter  su ch  doors o f  se r v ic e  as th e  Lord  
m ay open b efore us, w e  sh a ll s tr iv e , n ev er th e le ss , to w ork  
w ith  a due se n se  o f  r e sp o n s ib ility  fo r  th e  L o rd ’s m oney  
and vviili such  econ om y as effic ien cy  and th e  d iv in e  w isd om  
w ill perm it.

Tu c lo s in g  let m e a g a in  re itera te  tlie  s tr o n g  d e s ir e  o f  the  
d ear breth ren  in ev ery  p art o f  A u str a la s ia  th a t  th e y  m igh t  
see  tlie  fa c e  o f  ou r d ear B r o th er  R u th erfo rd  an il so m e  o f  
tha o th e r  d ear on es w h o se  n am es and fa c e s  h a v e  gon e  
th rou gh ou t the  earth  as m a rty r s fo r  th e  m e ssa g e  o f  tru th . 
W h ile  it is  not a t  a ll our th o u g h t to a ttem p t to fo rce  the  
h ea d s o f  tlie  S o c ie ty , w e tr u st  you w ill regard  our co n sta n t  
re itera tio n  as an ev id en ce  o f  our groat love  for  them  and  the  
in te n s ity  o f  ou r d esir e  to se e  them  in th e  flesli. I t  m a y  be 
tha t tlie  d ea r  Lord w ill open up tlie w a y  fo r  th a t d esire  
to lie gran ted .

P r a y in g  fo r  you  the  L ord ’s g u id a n ce  and b le ss in g  a lw a y s , 
and a ssu r in g  you  o f  our lo v in g  and lo y a l coop eration  in 
tlie  L ord's w ork , I am

Y our brother and colaborer,
W m . W. J o h n st o n



LETTERS FROM FAR AND NEAR
A REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE

H e a r  [*’hi e n d s  :
I am  se n d in g  you  $2.00 for T h e  W atch  T ower am i T h e  

<'.olden A le. 1 am  very  th a n k fu l th a t I h ave com e in touch  
w ith  “ tru th  p eo p le”. I lik e  R a ster  R u sse ll's  in te r p r e ta tio n s  
b etter  than  th o se  o f  an y  o th er  p erson  w h o h a s ever  tr ied  
to tea ch  the  S cr ip tu res, l l i s  e x p la n a tio n  o f the ev il sp ir its  
is  ce r ta in ly  tru e. .lu st b efore fretting h is last volum e, 
'T h e  F in ish ed  .M ystery,” I u n w itt in g ly  had becom e a sp ir it  
m edium . R ut a f te r  the d em ons had b lin ded  m e by te llin g  
m e lie s  and putting; m y m ind in a h aze so th a t the tr u th s  
s la te d  in the  l i ib le  w e n 1 not u n d erstood  or w ere  fo rg o tten  
1 w a s lin a lly  ab le to throw  oft th e ir  w ick ed  pow er. M,\ 
h ea ven ly  F a ttier  brought m e ou t o f  th e ir  c lu tch es  a^ I 
m iked  w ith  them  and read S cr ip tu r es to them  to llin g  about 
the  second  d ea th , e tc  F in a lly  th ey  cam e out boldly and  
sa id  they  w ere  deed-.

T h e  oui.ja h oard s are cro w in g  m ore and m ore m popu lar  
la \o r .  1 w a s ta lk in g  to a I'iesb .\ le i mu m in is te r  about them  
and ask ed  him  to preaeli a g a in st  them , hut he w ou ld  not. 
l i e  know s n o th in g  about the RubleA leaehing.s eon eern in g  
sp ir its  and w ou ld  not w arn h is peop le aga in st them . Rut 
w hen  I m en tion ed  R aster  R u ssell he been me very  in d ig n a n t  
an d  sa id  m any t ilin g s  aga in st Inn I A fle i u urd, lie m ade an 
a tta c k  on I’a sto r  R u sse ll from  d ie  p u lp it, hut n ea r ly  every-  
f ilin g  lie sa id  w as, o f  course, fa lse . l i e  k n ow s n o th in g  com  
corn in g  R a ster  R u sse ll’s b e lie fs .

1 ha \  e quit the  ch u rch es, as 1 consider  R as ter  R u sse l l 's  
hooks together  wit l i  T h e  W .u i  ii  T ower to be more S c r ip ­
tural and  (dhrisl-like than are the  churches .

1 am  very  th a n k fu l I lint m y h ea v en ly  F a th e r  sent the  
.young m an to m e w ith  "The F in ish ed  M ystery" . S in ce  then  
1 h ave bought th e  o th er  books o f  the  ser ies.

Y o u r s  in ( ’l i r i s t ,
Mus IT A Fi ronn -1 /in n .

H IS  JOY  M UC H  INC R EA SE D  
R k i .o v e d  R h e t i i  r e x  ■

As 1 am  now on v a cation  and r e v is itin g  som e m d ie  
p la ces  o f  p rec io u s m em ories in .lan ia ien , I la k e  the  op p or­
tunity lo e x p r e ss  my fervent love lor  von and alt I lie d ear  
co la b o r e ts  w ith  you.

I vv is!i you  lo know Ilia! I am areally  ble-'-'Cd by d ie  v is it s  
<>j I'm: \\ a h  n Tow i.i; lo r  llio  past three years , th a t I 
h eartily  endoi.se  I tic sev era l sp ecia l a r t ic le s  w h ich  seem  to 
te a c h  a g lo r io u s  c lim a x  in 'R le.-sed arc the F earless"  and  
“(J lo rd y m g  (bid", I h ave sp ec ia l p lea su re  in the  calm  and  
g e n tle  lon e ot a ll the a r t ic le s  w h ich  h av e  com e from  you r  
p e n ; so  cou rag eo u s, so p ow erfu l, and yet so  fu ll o f  love and  
k in d n ess  Inw ard opposers. Surely th o se  o f our Invl hren  
w h o are d eceived  by the daz/.le  and n o u rish  o f  " perverse  
th in g s” sh ou ld  lie w o n d erfu lly  helped to see  th e  d ecep tion  
o f  the  a d v ersa ry  an d  be d elivered .

T w e lv e  y ea rs  ago, 1 nam ed the  last vo lu m e o f  d ie  se r ie s  
“ T h e F in ish ed  M y ste r y ”, ex p r e ss in g  to a c la ss  o f  th e  Lord's 
p eop le th e  b e lie f  d ia l it w ou ld  indeed  be “ the h a n d w ritin g  
o n  the  vvidl” , am i th a t it w ou ld  do a m ighty w ork  o f  te s t in g  
a m o n g  the  p eop le  o f  Cod. R ut l it t le  did I im a g in e  I m y se lf  
w o u ld  he in v o lv ed  to the  e x te n t  th a t  I sh ou ld  doubt the  
tru th  o f  its  p r e se n ta t io n s :  yet 1 laid a l it t le  trou b le w ith  it, 
s o  th a t a f te r  th e  first read in g . I w a s u n w illin g  to c ir c u la te  
i t  for a tim e. 1 h ad  a l it t le  ex p er ien ce , h ow ever, w h ich  m ade  
m e q u ick ly  rem em ber Unit it w a s in tend ed  o f  tHo la ird  to be 
a  te s t  to th e  p ro fessed  h ou se o f  Israel.

Im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  th e  d eath  o f  ou r b eloved  R rotlier  R u s ­
se ll, I began the  s tu d y  o f  E zek ie l and cam e to a fa ir  u n d er­
s ta n d in g  o f  b is  p rop h esies . I rem em ber m y fin d in gs on 
E zek ie l 2<S and how the com m ents in V olum e 7 seem ed  at 
first to lie so m uch at v a r ia n ce  vvilh w hat I lmd concluded , 
h.v d ilig e n t  com p arison  o f  S cr ip tu re , In he a correct u n d er­
sta n d in g . Rut how  a sto n ish ed  I w a s to lind, on se co n d  
read in g , that n ea r ly  nil o f  its  p r e se n ta tio n s  on that ch ap ter  
a r e  p rec ise ly  a s  1 had  proven correct e ig h teen  m o n th s be­
fo r e !  I sa w  th e  poinl ; 1 p assed  the le s l : and 1 tru ly  aflirin  
th a t  from  Ihe sp r in g  o f  MILS u n til now , w hen  I am  rea d in g  
th e  hook fo r  th e  liftli tim e, m y "joy in th e  L ord ” h a s been 
tw o fo ld  g rea ter  than  that o f  my p rev iou s tw en ty -o n e  y ea rs  
in the n arrow  w ay

i  sh a ll w e lcom e a new ed itio n  m the L ord's p rovid en ce, 
iv ith  its  "many lik e  w ords" o f  s im ila r  im port. R ut 1 love  
it in its o r ig in a l form , b efore  .leh o ia k im  used h is k n ife  on it ; 
for it o ffers a large  o p p ortu n ity  for the  holy sp ir it  to m a n l­
ie s t  it s e l f  in I, no n  Icihjc, in m c c ln ie s s , and  in lo r e  o f  th e  
h n t h n  n— the final lest o f  so n sh ip . A nd liovv g lad  I am  
Unit in a ll t in s  ex p er ien ce , I h a v e  no n a u g lily  w ord s or 
l benights w h ereo f to repent.

M ay you  lie as fa ith fu l to th e  Lord for the l it t le  w h ile  
Unit rem a in s as you h av e  been fo r  the  p a st  three y ea rs  
sin ce  I lie L aod icean  m essen ger le ft us.

Your b roth er  by h is grace,
.1. A.  R.uovv M ’. II I f  /.

F E A S I 1N G  A T I H E  L O R D ’S TABLE 

1 u-. ui 11 in  111 nr. a i n  i h e  L o i n :
For the past -ox y ea rs  my w ife  and 1 have been rejo ic in g  

m C o d ' s  w on d erfu l plan o f  redem ption  as a result o f  read in g  
and s tu d y in g  ih e  S n m i . s  ix h i e  S i u h t i r e s . W e h ave  
fea sted  upon all the foods set b efore  us by the ‘'S even th  
\n g e l" , and our fa ith  lias grow n stro n g er  d ay  by day. T he  
a io ie  w e look nvoi th ese  pasi y e a r s  s in ce  w e rea lly  began to 
live and w a lk  in the n ew n ess o f  life , the m ore can we  
n p p ie c ia lo  h is lov in g  k in d n ess and len d er m ercies and re­
joice that ail sh a ll know him  in the very n ea r  fu tu re .

Wo laid tlie  p r iv ileg e  o f  m eetin g  R aslor R u ssell soon  a fter  
becom ing in tc ic s ie d  and beard  h is  w on d erfu l p o r tra y a l o f  
1 lie liilile . T h e r e a fte r  each  T ower w e rece ived  seem ed  to 
bring us a personal v is ii <.I our d ear R aslor , and  w e h ave  
no doubt hut th a t the  W atch  'Lower R ild e and T ract S o c ie ty  
w as Ihe ch an n el, is th e  channel and w ill co n tin u e to be such  
to the end.

We especia lly  ap p rec ia te , al th is  tim e, the  e ffo r ts  you are  
p u ttin g  lo rtli in the  M aster 's  serv ice .

T h e  'Low tats grow  b e l i e f  and w e  greatly a p p rec ia te  T he  
( bii.niix A i.e anil 1 lie priv ilege w e havo in I lie M aster’s serv ice.

W e in close a d rafl lor  S — to be used in the .M aster’s 
-erv ice as you may see h i .

M a y  I h e  L o r d ' s  c o n t i n u e d  b l e s s i n g s  a t t e n d  y o u  i s  o u r  

d a i l y  p r a y e r
lo u r  In'oihei' anil s is te r  by his grace,

k'll VS \N|) Hi,i ex Ji due. illlf.

R EJOICING IN  T H E  L O R D ’S G O O D NE SS 

lu-.vii R rei iiKKN ix  m i;  Lo r d :
S ee in g  it is th e  gen era l cu stom  o f  the c la sse s  to till in the  

\ . I >. M. (Q uestions, I am  very  th a n k fu l to the  L ord fo r  h is  
grace in p erm ittin g  m e lo  do so . A llh o u g h  fe e lin g  th a t I 
h ave a n sw e red  (hem  very  im p erfec tly , it  w a s not u n til I 
had m ailc  a carefu l and p ra y er fu l stu d y  o f  them  in the  
d iv in e  W ord w ith  the  help  o f  th e  S cripture  S t u d ie s , th a t I 
cou ld  h ave a n sw e red  them  at a ll.

I am  e sp e c ia lly  th a n k fu l to th e  d ear Lord fo r  Vol. 7, as 
a  is a great h elp  to m e, en a b lin g  m e to r e s is t  th e  p o w ers o f  
ev il. I a lso  re jo ice  that h e  Is p erm ittin g  m e to h ave a  sh a re  
in d ec la r in g  th e  “ fa ll  o f  R a b y lo n ” and the b lessed  n ew s o f  
the  com in g  k ingdom . I am  a lso  very  g r a te fu l to th e  dear  
Lord fo r  the  "V ow ”.

A ssu r in g  you  o f  our p ra y ers d a ily  on y ou r b eh a lf, fo r  the  
food  w h ich  th e  Lord is d a ily  p ro v id in g  th ro u g h  th a t  b lessed  
ch an n el, and  p ra y in g  th a t  th e  L ord's b le ss in g  m ay ab ide  
w it li the S ociety t i ll  w e a ll m eet in th a t  on e  gran d  co n v en ­
tion w ith  th o se  d ear on es w h o h a v e  gon e b efore , I am  

Y ours in (h e  one hope,
L eonard H u n ter .— A u s .

GRATEFUL FOR CONTINUED MINISTRIES
H e vr Rrethken  :

G r e e tin g s!  H a v e  ju s t  rece ived  the  la te s t  W atch  T ower . 
T h a n k  you  fo r  y ou r con tin u ed  m in is tr ie s . I t s  “V iew s"  in 
m y h u m b le e s tim a tio n  c o n st itu te  th e  ‘A cm e’ In se lec tio n , 
co u ip iln lio n  and v a lu e  o f se r v ic e  to th e  church . H ad  I the  
m eans, I w ou ld  lm ve a sp ec ia l is su e  p rin ted  o f  th is  num ber, 
and m ail it to  ev ery  E n g lish  sp e a k in g  ed itor , both se cu la r  
and re lig io u s, in c lu d in g  ‘I s r a e l’.

Y ours in fe llo w sh ip  o f  sp ir it ,
F red L eon S chkekkk. - C a l i f .
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International Bible Students A ssociation  C lasses
Lectures and Studies by Traveling Brethren

BROTHER
Wichita, Kan..................... Mar. 7
Leon, Kan...............................  ” g
Eldorado, Kan....................... ” 9
VVinfield, Kan.............. Mar. 10,11
Arkansas City, Kan.....Mar.. 12
Newton, Kan.....................  ” 14

. a . BAKER
Arlington, Kan.................Mar. 16
Salina, Kan.........................  ” 17
Solomon, Kan....................  ” 18
Abilene, Kan....................... ” 19
Olay Center, Kan.............. ” 21
Itiley, Kan........................  ” 22

BROTHER T.
Piqua, O.................................Mar. 7
Covington, O....................... ” 8
Greenville, O....................... ” 9
Lima, O..................................  ” 10
Van Wert, O......................  ” n
Bryan, O................................ ” 12

.. THORNTON
Auburn, Ind..................... Mar. 14
Alvordton, O....................... ” 10
Pioneer, O...........................  " 16
Toledo, O.............................  ” IT
Fremont, 0 .......................... ” 18
Sandusky, O......................  “ 19

BROTHER R. H. BARBER
Chicago, 111..........................Mar.
Waukegan, 111..................
Zion City, 111..................
Racine, IVis......................
Waukesha, W is...............
Sheboygan Falls, Wis..

Mar. 7 Milwaukee, Wis..............Mar.
. ” 8 Gratiot, W is.....................  ’’
. ” 9 Monticello, Wis................  ”
. ” 10 Madison, Wis..................  "

” 11 Richland Center, Wis. ”
. ” 12 La Crosse, W is.............

14
1516
17
18 19

BROTHER S.
Laramie, Wyo.....................Mar, 7
Cheyenne, Wyo....................  ” 8
Sidney, Nebr......................... ” 9
Alliance, Neb....................... ” 10
North Platte, Neb................ ” 11
Brady, Neb...........................  ” 12

H. TOUTJIAN
Kearney, Neb................... Mar. 14
Ravenna, Neb.....................  ” 16
Grand Island, Neb............ *' 17
Columbus, Neb................... “ 18
David City, Neb.......... ” 19
Lincoln, Neb...................... ” 21

BROTHER T. E. BARKER
Greenfield, Mass............ Mar. 7
Orange. Mass..................  ” 8
West Chelmsford, Mass... ” 9
Lowell, Mass....................  ” 10
Lawrence, Mass.............. ” 11
Haverhill, Mass.............. ” 12

Beverly, Mass...
K itterj, .Me.......
Keniiebunk, hie. 
Portland, Me. . . 
Auburn, Me.. .. 
Wilton, Me

.Mar. 10
17IS
19
21
22

BROTHER J.
Thayer. Mo.........................Mar. 7
Springfield, Mo..................  ” 9
Taneyille, Mo.............. Mar. in, 11
Aurora, Mo................. ” 12, 13
Carthage, Mo..................Mar. 1 4
Jasper, Mo......................... ” j s

A. BOHNET
Joplin, Mo. ... .. . Mar. 16
Seneca, Mo..................... . ” j 7
Noel, Mo.......................... . ” 19
Webb Citv, Mo............... ” 21
Eldorado Springs, Mo.. . ” 22
Golden City, Mo. ” 24

BROTHER B. H. BOYD
Auburn, Ind....................... Mai1. 7 South Bend, lnd. Mar. 14
Garrett, Ind.........................  ” 8 Ph mouth, Ind. ” 15
to r t  Wayne, Ind..........  ” 9 La Porto, ln d ....................” 16
Warsaw, Ind.........................  ” 10 Hammond, Ind...................  “ 17
Elkhart, Ind......................  ” 11 Michigan City, Ind. . ” 18
Mishawaka, Ind.................. ” 12 Benton Harbor, M ich.. ” 19

BROTHER
Tacoma, W ash...................Mar. 7
Enumclaw, W ash................ ” 8
Everett, W ash......................  ” 9
Sultan, W ash...................... 0 10
Stanwood, W ash.................  ” 11
Burlington, Wash................ ” 12

D. TOOLE
Seclro Woolley, W ash.....Mar. 14
Bellingham, Wash.......... ” 15
Everson, W ash..................  ” 16
Vancouver, B. C.......Mar. 17 ,18
Victoria, B. C..............  ” 20, 2J
Pt. Townsend, Wash.....Mar. 23

BROTHER
Charleston, W. Va......... Mar. 7
Springdale, W. Va......Mar. 8, 9
Mt. Lookout, W. Va...Mar. 10,11
Wickham, W. Va............Mar. 12
Macdonald, W. Va...........  ” 14
Sun, W. Va......................... ” 15

L. P. ZINK
Rock, W. Va......................Mar. 16
Princeton, W. Va.............  ” IT
Bluefield, W. Va................  " 18
llonaker, Va.......................  ” 19
Coeburn, Va.......................  M 21
Bristol, Tenn......................  ” 22

BROTHER J. A BAEUERLEIN
Rome, N Y. .............Mar. 7 ITicksville, N. Y................Mar 14

BROTHER E. W. BETLER
Dover. N J . .Mar. 7 Newburgh, N. Y.............Mar 14

BROTHER L. T. COHEN
Albany, N. Y. . Mar. 7 Boonton, N. J ...............  .Mar 14

BROTHER E. F. CRIST
Pana, 111............. ..............Mar. 7 Bunker Hill, 111. 13Taylorville, 111.. ..............  ” 8 1 4
J«acksonvilIe, 111 ...............  ” 9 East St. Louis, 111...Palmyra, Jll...... ..........  ” 10 *-• 16Greenfield. 111. .-  ..........  ” 11 Upper Alton, i l l ......... 17Gillespie, in. ” 12 tielle\ lib*. 111. 18

BROTHER A. J. ESHLEMAN
Charlotte, N. C. ........... Mar. 7 Chatham. Va.............. ..Mar. 16Welcome, X. C. ................ ’ 9 17Winston-Salem, ?\T. CV .. ” 10 Hurt, Va....................... »» 18Loaksville, N. C. ......... .....  ” 11 East Radford, Va...... >* 19Greensboro, X C.. . Mar. 13, 14 Roanoke, Va................ ** 20Danville, \  a. . . ........Mar. 15 Lynchburg, Va............ ” 21

BROTHER A. M. GRAHAM
Cortland, N. Y. ..............Mar. 7 Tonawanda, N. Y,.^... ...Mar 15
Binghamton, N. Y............ ” 8 Lockport, N. Y......... 16Ithaca, N Y....... ...............  " 10 Niagara Falls, X. Y... 17Auburn, X. Y..... ...............  ” 11 »* 18Geneva, N. Y.... ............. ” 32 Perry, N. Y ................. >* 19Buffalo, N. Y..... .............  ” 14 Batavia, X. Y.. . 21

BROTHER E. J. COWARD
Bloomfield, N. J ..............Mar 14 Newark, N. J ...............  Mar 14

BROTHER E. L. DOCKEY
Glens F a lls  N Y..............Mar. 7 North Bergen, N. J.. .. Mar. 14

BROTHER A. D. ESHLEMAN
Stottvilk*. N Y ........Mar. 7 Washington, D. C. Mar. 14

BROTHER G. H. FISHER
Elmsford, N Y. Mar. 7 Yonkers, N. Y.........  Mar. T

BROTHER H. E. HAZLETT
Springfield, Mass. Mar. 7 Cromwell, Conn..........  Mar 14

BROTHER J. H. HOEVELER
Elizabeth, N, J . Mar. 7 Taunton, Mass............ Mar 14

BROTHER W. F. HUDGINGS
New London, Conn . Mar. 7 Paterson, N. J ................Mar. 14

BROTHER R. J. MARTIN
New Haven, Conn. ........Mar. 7 Waterbury, Conn...........Mar. 14

BROTHER M. L. HERR
Mobile, A la............. ...........Mar. 7 Louin, Miss........... .......Mar. 15Deer Park, Ala...... ” i a
Waynesboro. Miss.. ..........  ” 9 Wanilla, Miss.......... . . .. ” 17Bay Minette, Ala. ..........  ” 10 Vicksburg. Miss..... ” i s
Robertsdale, Ala.... ............ ” 11 Kelley, La................. .......  ” 10
Hattiesburg, Miss. ...Mar. 13,14 Shreveport, La........ ” 21

BROTHER G. S. KENDALL
Ft. Worth, Tex......
Weatherford, Tex.. ........Mat 15 Purncl, Tex..............
Cleburne, Tex........ ........  ” 16
Alvarado, Tex........ ...... ” 17 Belton, Tex............ ........  ” 24Hillsboro, Tex........ ........  ” 18 Lampasas, Tex........ “ 25Ennis, Tex............... .........  ” 19 Brooksmith, Tex. .. . “ 26

BROTHER S. MORTON
Little Hock, Ark ........  M ir 7 Ut. Smith, Ark........
Hot Springs, Ark.. ........  ■’ 8 Dover, Ark............ .. . ” 16Donaldson, Ark. .. ..........  “ 9 Iloctnr, A rk ............. .. . ” 17Prescott. Ark........ ..........  ” 10 Appleton, Ark........ i s
Emmett, Ark.... ..........  ” 11 Ilattiesville, Ark. . . . “ 19Foreman, Ark........ .........  ” 12 Little Rock, Ark. 21

BROTHER W. H PICKERING
Hazleton, Ph.......... .......... Mar. 7 Ti'WMnda, Pa.
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.. n - Llngh.mitun, N. Y. 14Peckville, Pa.......... . . . ” s Elmira, X. Y. “ 14
Carbondale, Pa... . . . .  ” 9 Canton. pa 15
Maplewood, Pa. ” 10 Williamsport, Pa. 16
Scranton, Pa. .........  ” 11 ( 'nines. Pa. 17

BROTHER W. J. THORN
Pittsburgh, Pa. . ... Mar 7 Greenwich, N. Y.. Mar. 22
Altoona, Pa.......... " s Glens Falls, N. y,_ ” 23
Harrisburg, Pa...... 9 Warrensburg, X. Y. “ 24
Philadelphia, Pa.... " 10 Ticonderoga, N Y. .Mar 25. 26
Brooklyn, N. Y...... ’ l l Rutland, Vt Mar 28
Granville, X. Y...... ........  *• 21 Burlington. Yt 29

BROTHER C. E. MYERS
Easton. Pa. . . Mar. 7 Tmnaqtia, Pa. Mar. 14

BROTHER H. H. RIEMER
Woonsocket, It. I Mur. 7 Lancaster. Pa. .. Mar 14

BROTHER F. H. ROBISON
Worcester, Mass. Mur. 7 Lehighton, Pa. .. Mur 14

BROTHER H. A. SEKLEMIAN
Bridgeton, N. J. .............Mar. 7 Tarr,\ town, X. Y. Mar 14

BROTHER W. E VAN AMBURGH
Reading, Pn . . Mar. 7 Camden, N. J. . . Mar 14

BROTHER C. A WISE
Washington, D. C . Mur 7 Philadelphia. Pa. . Mar 14

BROTHER C. H, ZOOK
Woodbury, Conn. .. . Mar 7 S.wacuse. N. Y. .Mar 14

Conventions Addressed by Brother J. F. Rutherford
Wilmington. Del.. . ..March 7 New York City....... .....March 21

” 14 »» 2*

BETHEL HYMNS FOR MAY
After the close of the hymn the Bethel family listens 

to the reading of “My Vow Unto the Lord”, then joins in 
prayer. At the breakfast table the Manna text is considered. 
(1 ) 275; (2) 106 . (3) 93; (4) 136; (5) 160; (6) 177; 
(7) 116; (S) 194; (9) 96; (10) 258; (11) 279; (12)
130; (13) 114; (14) 267; (15) 205: (16) 6 ;  (17) 225; 
(18) 120; (19) 166; (20) 299; (21) 311; (22) 44: (23) 
23; (24) 95 ; (25) 48; (26) 224; (27) 299; (28) 170;
(20) 29; (30) 87; (31) 165
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