
“I will stand ujton my watch, and m i l  .set m y foot  
upon the Tower, and will watch to sec what l ie  toill 
say unto me, and u hat answer I shall make to them  
that  oppose me."— Habakkuk t 2
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THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION
TH IS journal is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Extension”, now being 

presented in all parts of the civilized world by the W a t c h  T o w er  B ib l e  & T ract So c ie t y , chartered A. D. 1884, “For the Pro­
motion of Christian Knowledge”. It not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but 
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society's conventions and of the 
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrim s”, and refreshed with reports of its conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published St u d ie s  most entertainingly arranged, and very 
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei Minis ter  (V. D. M .), which translated 
into English is Minis ter  o f  God's Word. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible 
.students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian's hope now being so generally repudiated 
-  redemption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a lanspm  [a corresponding price, a substitute] for 
all". (I Peter J : 10; L Timothy 2 : 6 )  Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3 : 11- 
16 , 2 Peter 1 : 5 - l l )  of the Word of God, its further mission is to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery w hich . . .has 
be<u hid in God. . . .  to tin* intent that now might be made known by the church the manifold wisdom of God"— “which in other ages 
was not made known unto the sons of men as it is now revealed”.— Ephesians 3 :5 -9 ,1 0 .

It stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest 
subjection to the will of God in Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures. It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord 
hath spoken— according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident; 
for we know’ whereof we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as a trust, to he used only in his 
service*, lienee our decision.-, relative to what may and wlnit may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his 
good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for tin* upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite hut urge our 
readers to prove all its utterances by the Infallible Word to which reference is constantly made t<> facilitate* such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “ the temple of the living God", peculiarly “his workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout 

the gospel a g e --e \e r  since Christ became the world's Redeemer ami the Chief Corner Stone ot his temple, through which, when 
finished, Gods blessing shall conn* “to all people", and they find access to him.- I Corinthians 3 ; 16, 17 ; Ephesians 2 :2 0 -2 2 ;  
Genesis 2 s ; i 4 ,  Galatians 3 .2 0 .

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these ‘ living stones", "elect ami precious,” shall have been made ready, 1he great Master Workman will bring all together 
in the hrst resurrection , and the temple shall ho filled with his glory, and he tin* meeting place between God and men throughout 
the Millennium.- Revelation 1 5 .5 -8 .

That the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every  
man," “a ransom for all," and will ho “the true light which lighteth cver.y man that  eometh into the world”, “in due time".—  
Hebrews 2 : 9 ;  John 1 : 9 ,  i Timothy 2 : 5, 6.

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is," be “partakers of the divine nature’,’ and share his
glory as his joint heir.- -1 John 3 :2 ;  John 1 7 :2 4 ;  Homans 8 : 1 7 ;  2 Peter 1 :4 .

That, the present mi.-sion ot tin* church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of service; to develop in herself every
grace ; to be God’s witness to the world ; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next ago.— Ephesians -i : 12 ; Matthew’ 24 :
14; Revelation 1 : 6 ;  2 0 .6 .

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church, 
when all the wilfully wicked will be destroyed.— Acts 3 :1 9 -2 3 ; Isaiah 35.
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Gate, London W. 2 ; A ustralasian  Branch ; 495 Collins St., Melbourne, 
A u stra lia ; Sou th  A frican  B ra n c h : 123 Plein St., Cape Town, 
South Africa.

P lea se  A d d ress  t h e  So c ie t y  in  E very  Case

A N N U A L  S U B S C R IP T IO N  P R IC E  $1.00 IN  ADVANCE 
CA N A D IA N  A N D  F O R E IG N  S U B S C R IP T IO N  P R IC E  $1.50 

S E N D  M O N E Y  B Y  E X P R E S S  OR P O ST A L  O R D ER , OR BY B A N K  D R A FT  
FROM F O R E IG N  C O U N T R IE S  BY IN T E R N A T IO N A L  P O S T A L  O R D ER S O N L Y

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES
These S t u d ie s  are recommended to students as veritable Bible 

keys, discussing topically every vital doctrine of the Bible. More 
than eleven million copies are in circulation, in nineteen languages. 
Prices are net, postpaid, and barely cover cost of production and 
handling. Two sizes are issued (In English only) : the regular ma­
roon cloth, gold stamped edition on dull finish paper (size 5wx 7$"), 
and the maroon cloth pocket edition on thin paper (size 4* x  61") ; 
both sizes are printed from the same plates, the difference being in 
the margins ; both sizes are provided with an appendix of catechistic 
Questions for convenient class use. Prices for both editions are 
uniform. The leather bound and fine India paper editions formerly 
issued are permanently out of stock.

Editorial Committee: This journal is published under the supervision 
of an editorial committee, at least three of whom have read and 
approved as truth each and every article appearing in these columns. 
The names of the editorial committee a r e : J. F. .Ru t h er fo r d , 
W. E. Van A m b u r g h , F. II. R o b is o n , G. H . F is h e r ; W. E. P age.
Terms to  the Lord*s Poor: All Bible students who, by reason of old age or other in* 
firmity or adversity, are unable to pay for this journal, will be supplied free if they send 
a  postal card each May stating their case and requesting such provision. We are not 
only willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually and in touch with the Berean studies.
V n 'i s w  t n  > W o do not, a s  a ru le. M od a  card  o f acknowledgm ent fo r a  renewal ori r o . i c e  l a  o u a s e r t o e n .  fo r m new '.n b .c r ip tlo n . Receipt u id  en try  o f renew.1 m  In d ic te d  
within a  month by  chanae in expiration d ate , aa shown on w rapper label.

Entered  a» Second C la n  M atter a t B rooklyn, N . Y  . Poetoffiee under the A c t o f  M arch 9rd, 1979.

PRESSMEN NOTICE
Any brother in the truth who Is an expert operator of either a 

magazine rotary or fiat-bed press, and who would be in position 
to work In Brooklyn, N. Y., will bestow’ a favor by communicating 
with us Immediately This will be an opportunity for service.

FOREIGN SUBSCRIPTIONS
D ue to th e  in c reased  cost of p ro d u c tio n  an d  diflVicuwe in  th e  

exch an g e , w e find i t  n ecessa ry  to ra is e  th e  s u b sc rip tio n  p ric e  fo r  
th e  W a t c h  T ow er  to  fo reign  subsc ribe rs . H e n ce fo r th  th e  re g u la r  
s u b sc rip tio n  p ric e  will be;

For the United States per 'ear ............ $1.00
For Canada and fnioiun <<>iiatries. per vear .................... 1.50

COAST CONVENTIONS
A two day convention i- planned tor in Los Angelos, for January 

31 and February 1. For pui titulars address F. P. Sherman, 211$ 
N\ Siehel St., Los Anceles, California.

A three-day convention has been arranged for San Francisco, 
California, February 13 15. All communications should be addressed 
to G. F. Forsyth, Convention Secretary, 60 Carl St., San Francisco, 
California.

S e r ie s  I, “The Divine Plan of the Ages,” giving outline of the 
divine plan revealed in the Bible, relating to man’s redemption and 
restitu tion : 350 pages, plus indexes and appendixes. 75c. Magazine 
edition 15c. Also procurable in Arabic, Armenian, Dano-Norwegian, 
Finnish, French, German, Greek, Ilollandish, Hungarian, Italian, 
Polish, Roumanian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, and U krainian; 
regular cloth style, price uniform with English.

S e r ie s  II, “The T im e is a t H a n d treats o f the manner and 
time of the Lord’s second coming, considering the Bible testimony 
on this su b ject: 366 pages, 75c. Obtainable in Dano-Norwegian, 
Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

S e r ie s  III, “T h y  Kingdom Come,” considers prophecies which 
mark events connected with “the time of the end”, the glorification 
of the church and the establishment of the M illennial kingdom ; It 
also contains a chapter on the Great Pyramid of Egypt, showing its  
corroboration of certain Bible teachings : 3S0  pages, 75c. Furnished 
also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

S e r i e s  IV’, “The B att le  o f  Armageddon,” shows that the disso­
lution of the present order of things is in progress and that all of 
the human panaceas offered are valueless to avert the end predicted 
by the Bible. It contains a special and extended treatise on our 
Lord’s great prophecy of Matthew 24 and also that of Zechariah 
1 4 :1 -9 ;  656 pages, s5c. Also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, Greek, 
German, and Swedish.

S e r i e s  V, "The A tonement Between God and M a n ” treats an all 
important subject, the center around which all features of divine 
grace revolve. This topic deserves the most careful consideration 
on the part of all true Christians : 61 s pages, 85o. Procurable
likewise in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek, and Swedish.

S e r i e s  VI, “The Xew C ieation ,” deals with the creative week 
(Genesis 1,2), and with the church, God’s new creation. It ex­
amines the personnel, organization, rites, ceremonies, obligations, 
and hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members of 
the body of Christ: 730 pages, *5c. Supplied also in Dano-Nor­
wegian, Finnish, German, and Swedish.

(A o t i c e s  c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  }7). Yo f o r e i g n  e d i t i o n s  in t h e  p o c k e t  s i z e .
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

A LL the channel* of publicity, the newspaper, the 
magazine, the book, the cinema, are pouring forth 
 ̂ each its own stream about spiritism. The great 

demand for message- I rom departed and supposedly ali\o 
friends which has been made on the Psychical Research 
Society has emboldened ihem to ask the public for two 
million dollars to carry on  then work. The N e w  York 
American, of December 2d. publishes the following item : 

“ M others, \ \ i \ e s  and s u e e t h e a i t s  . . I A m erican  so ld iers  w ho  
d ied  in F ran ce are b esieg in g  the oltices o f  the A m erican  
S o c ie ty  o f  P sy ch ica l R esearch  seek in g  m essa g es from  flit1 
d ea d . O liicers o f  ttie so c ie ty  last n igh t announced  they  are  
so lic it in g  an end ow m en t o f  Sg,000,000 to h an d le  the req u ests. 
S in c e  the  s ig n in g  o f  the a r m istic e  w om en front a ll p arts  
o f the cou n try  lm \e  w ritten  or v is ite d  the  so c ie ty 's  oltices. 
It  h a s  found  i t s e lf  sw a m p ed  Part o f  the  p roceed s o f  the  
en d o w m en t w ou ld  he used  for the  a d v a n cem en t o f  p sy ch ica l 
research  g en era lly , and to ‘e s ta b lish  m ore c lea r ly  (lie w o rk ­
in g s  o f  the  la w s  co n n ectin g  the  v is ib le  w ith  the in v isib le  
w o r ld ’.

“P ro fesso r  W alter  F. P rince, a c tin g  se cre ta ry  and in v e s t i­
g a t in g  officer o f  th e  so c ie ty , sa id  la s t  n igh t :

“ ‘T h e  r e la t iv e s  w a n t p roof— p o sit iv e  p ro o f— th a t  th e ir  
loved  o n e s  are  (lead. W e recom m end  them  to  any of  
th e  tw e lv e  m ed iu m s o p era tin g  under th e  P sy ch ica l R esearch  
S o c ie ty . R ich  and  poor, h igh and  low , a fo o t or in lim o u sin e , 
th e se  b ereaved  w om en seek  u s out. T h ey  w a n t m ore than  
th e  cold , p r in ted  govern m en ta l fo rm u la  to llin g  of th e  d en tils  
p f  A m erica ’s  heroes. T h ey  w an t so m e la s t  w o rd — so m e final 
s ig n  from  th e  d ep arted . S o m e tim es it ’s the  young, w is tfu l  
sw e e th e a r t  o f  a dou gh boy or an officer. M ore o ften  it is  tlie  
o ld  m oth er, u n ab le  to sleep , w a n tin g  one m ore m essa g e  from  
h er boy.' ”

SIR OLIVER IMPOSED UPON

Sir Oliver Lodge, the distinguished British scientist, 
who of late years has given some considerable attention 
to spiritistic phenomena, is scheduled to make a tour of 
America, with a view to advancing the interests of 
psychic research. Miss Lva Balfour, English actress, as 
quoted in the New York 7'ribune, December 22, .believes 
that Sir Oliver is chasing spiritistic rainbows. Although 
having had considerable experience in spiritism herself 
she says the following :

" ‘S ir  O liver L odge is lie iu g  im posed  upon .’ declared  M is* 
B a lfo u r  y ester d a y , in d esc r ib in g  the sp irit m ilisl craze  in 
E n glan d . ‘Or e ls e  he is d ece iv in g  h im s e lf ,  sh e  added, ‘as 
h u n d red s o f  peop le have sin ce  the w ar. P eop le  are iiteruil.v 
g o in g  m ad in L ondon oviq sp ir its . At the  p resen t rate our 
lu n a tic  a sy lu m s w ill soon lie tilled , and (lie vv h o le race  
w ill be a ffected . I d isa g r e e  fra n k ly  vviili S ir  O liver, w ith  no 
d e s ir e  to be im p o ln e  b ecau se  l have not on ly  been  w lint 
peop le ca ll p sy c h ic  since- I w a s eight y e a r s  old, but a lso  
b eca u se  T h a v e  th o ro u g h ly  mv es'i ig a led  sp ir itu a lism  sin ce  
th e  cra ze  stru ck  E n g la n d  If you  had spent ns m uch tim e  
a s  I h a v e  in d ark en ed  room s try in g  In ca tch  the  toy  b a llo o n s  
o n  the end  o f  a s l id ;  w h ich  are  used  to" tap  von on the head  
in  th? dark , you w ou ld  agree  w ith  m e.’ ”

OUIJAS ATTRACT DEMONS
Ouija boards do not stand in very high favor with 

professional spiritists, according to a statement published 
m the Nadu die American of December 14:

“ A lthou gh  Oiiiia hoards a ttract only ev il sp ir its , accord in g  
to C h arles 11. I ’ i g u r c s .  president o f  the F irst S p ir itu a lis t  
i ‘hurcli. il ie sc  boards are in great dem and  as C h ristin a s  
lays. At a sp ec ia l church  m eetin g  ca lled  by P resid en t  
F ig u re s a ll excep t one o f  the o u iia  hoards ow ned  by the  
m em bers w ere sm n sh ed  One w om an m em ber refu sed  to 
give  up her board. One local d ea ler  sa id  he w a s unab le to 
ob ta in  a su p p ly  su llie ien l to m eet the dem and H e declared  
h is  firm sold  1000 o f  the  hoards in tw o m o n th s ”

Tt would ho expected that professional mediums would 
look with disfavor upon the ouija board; for the ouija 
board dispenses with the necessity for a professional 
medium, and their revenue is thus largely out off.

FASCINATION OF THE UNKNOWN
Perhaps one of the sanest editorials which has been 

published by any secular paper is that issued by the San 
Francisco Call and Post, which roads as follows:

“O ne o f  the r e su lts  o f  the w ar lias been the  rev iv a l o f  
sp ir itu a lism . T h ere  a re  so m any you n g m en, d ead  b ecau se  
o f the  w ar. and v o ice le ss . And m ank in d  is e a g er  to  b e liev e  
tha t th ey  are  now  th ro n g in g  about th e ir  liv in g  fr ien d s—  
m ovin g  p ale, s ile n t  lip s  in e ffo r ts  to  te ll vvliat th ey  h av e  
learned . In E n g la n d  th e  sp ir it  m essa g es began to com e  
ea r ly  in the  w ar. and  b e liev ers  in th e se  p h en om en a h a v e  
a m a ssed  a g rea t am oun t o f  vvliat they ch oose  to ca ll e v i­
dence. In G erm an y th is  sp ir itu a l c u r io s ity  h as tak en  the  
form  o f an  in te n se  in te r e st  in h yp n otism . O nly F ra n ce , o f  
th e  E u rop ean  co u n tr ies , is  s t i l l  sk ep tica l. E ven  in A m erica  
the fa sc in a t io n  o f  th e  unknow n lia s tak en  hold . M ore  
th a n  a yea r  ago  O. H en ry  w ro te  a  hook from  th e  g r a v e ;  and  
now  M ark T w a in  is w r it in g  h u m or through  som e fr ien d  o f  
P ro fesso r  I ly s lo p , th e  E n g lish  in v estig a to r . A nil, la te s t  o f  
all, com es ttio sto ry  in a lea d in g  w om an ’s  m a g a zin e  o f  a 
d y in g  sou  w ho tap p ed  out a m essa g e  to  h is  m oth er on a 
w ir e le s s  in stru m en t lie hud le ft  at home.

“T h e se  are  cu r io u s  th in gs. B ut. thou gh  u n con v in c in g , 
th ey  are  not hm glm bic. T h ey  w itn e ss  a len d er  and lon g in g  
q u a lity  in th e  hum an h eart, se ek in g  com fo rt and co n so la ­
tion  from  th e ir  fr ien d s w ho are  dead . And y et it  is  a search  
th a t se em s doom ed  to e m p tin e ss  in tlie end. T h e se  sp ir it  
m essa g es  a re  u su a lly  com m on p lace  am ! g o ss ip in g , or im p o s­
sib le  to  u n d erstan d . T h ey  te ll no groat se c r e ts , revea l no 
d iv in ity  o f  m ystery , g iv e  no rea lly  s a t is fy in g  com fort to sa d ­
dened  h earts. T h e sp ir it  corresp o n d en ts are  str a n g e ly  d is ­
p a ss io n a te :  th ey  do not thank  the w orld  fo r  h a v in g  set them  
free  from  th e ir  b od ies : nor do they  cu rse th a t w orld  w h ose  
on ly  g if t  t o  them  w a s d eath . And. most im portan t o f  a ll. 
(hey  are  (e ilin g  no se cre ts  and rev ea lin g  no w isd om , th ese  
dead men w h o sh ou ld  know every tilin g  now . P sy ch ic  re­
search  (a s  they ca ll it I se em s one m ore fu t ile  a ttem p t o f  
the  hum an race to fa th om  m y ste iy . And th o se  w ho a re  not 
so se n s it iv e  are b eg in n in g  to lost- fa ith  in its  value."

No one who has any real love for and sympathy with 
humanity can be disinterested in the desires which rest
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in the human heart for some gleam of information about 
the future, life beyond the grave. Humanity is in a 
truly pitiable plight; and while some of the immediate 
problems have been due to selfishness and inconsiderate­
ness of the present generation, the general situation is 
traceable to inborn imperfection, due to the sentence 
of death working in mankind because of disobedience 
early in the history of the human race.

While it is written that Jehovah will laugh to scorn 
and hold in derision the hypocritical efforts of some of 
those who name his name to bless the world by their 
own schemes and devices (Psalm 2 :4 ), yet, on the other 
hand, it must also be remembered that he looked down 
and beheld the groaning of the prisoners’. His heart 
was moved to compassion for our undone condition; and 
for this reason he sent forth his Son into the world.— 
Psalm 102:20; John 3:16.

A CURE FOR LEPROSY

Leprosy has long been used as a symbol of sin; it seems 
that ways and means are being discovered for its cure, 
according to newspaper dispatches recently published:

"For the first time in history, the complete cure of lepers 
is announced. Twenty patients lmve been discharged from 
the Kahili Hospital, and after several months of observa­
tion no recurrence of symptoms is noted. Dr. A. L. Dean, 
president of the University of Hawaii, and a distinguished 
chemist, has succeeded in isolating the active principle in 
chaulmoogra oil, made from the seeds of a plant, which 
for sometime lias been recognized as beneficial in the treat­
ment of leprosy. The medicine is enclosed in capsules and 
injected Into the muscles. Scars of the disease remain, 
but its ravages are at once checked.”

LIBERTY AGAIN IN  CANADA

Canada returned to peace conditions, in most matters, 
with the beginning of this year. This means that the 
press censorship, which has been quite rigidly enforced 
there for many months, is lifted. We quote the follow­
ing from the Regina M o r n in g  L e a d e r  of December 22:

“With the coming of the new year, Canada returns prac­
tically to a basis of peace. War-time restrictions imposed by 
order-in-council under the War Measures Act will, with some 
exceptions, be removed. And, in the case of the exceptions, 
the orders-ln-council terminate at the end of the next ses­
sion of parliament. The war-time restrictions will cease to 
be operative on January l .”

CHRISTIANS TO BE TRIED AGAIN

The Baltimore S u n  of January 7, as also many other 
papers in the land, published the following information 
regarding the re-trial of eight of our brethren:

“Eight officials and employes of the International Bible 
Students Association, who were convicted under the Espion­
age law in June. 1918, and later freed . . . will be tried 
again, Leroy W. Iloss, United States Attorney, announced 
today. April 7 has been set as the date for the new trial. 
The defendants were charged with distributing literature 
tending to obstruct the operation of the Selective Service 
Act. The Circuit Court in its decision said that Judge H. 
B. Howe, of Vermont, who presided at the first trial, made 
remarks calculated to prejudice the jury.”

SHOULD LOOK BEFORE BURNING

Every now and then some zealous evangelist recom­
mends the burning of some of our volumes: an example 
of the act itself is contained in the book of Acts and

apparently had the approval of the Apostle Paul. The 
people who own the books have a perfect right to burn 
them if they choose; but they are not strictly following 
the early church example unless they are familiar with 
the contents of the books. An editorial in the Alexandria 
(Va.) G a ze tte  of recent date discusses some of the phases 
of an incident of this kind:

“Two hundred residents of Blukely, Pa., yesterday took 
Pastor Bussell's books from their library shelves, carried 
them to a street corner in the center of the town and, 
pouring kerosene on the pile, burned the books. As the 
llames from the late Pastor’s literature mounted skyward, 
those who destroyed the books marched around the fire 
singing hymns. It was at the hint of an evangelist conduct­
ing revival meetings at the Primitive Methodist Church in 
Blakely that the Kussellite books were burned. A pious 
Mohammedan never steps upon a scrap of paper lest it 
should be found to contain words from the Koran. While 
many persons may take exceptions to certain deductions 
in literature which is sent out under the auspices of the 
International Bible Students Association, the fact remains 
that such productions abound in quotations from Holy 
Writ.

“It would be safe to say that most of the two hundred 
religionists who danced around the bonfire referred to 
above never read the late Pastor Bussell’s books, and if 
they did were unable to pick the good from them. Years 
ago when the late Bible Student was in the flesh, we 
read six of ids bound volumes. We encountered many 
suggestions in them which seem plausible, while there is 
much which is doubtful. We likened ourselves, however, 
to a man who would not throw away a fine apple because 
he found a few specks upon it. There are specks in Russel) 
which can be obliterated, but to consign to the flames works 
which he was a lifetime preparing because we encounter 
certain statements not in our creeds is not the work of 
wisdom.

“During the late war the United States did much to adver­
tise the late Pastor’s works by placing the last publication 
—‘The Finished Mystery’—in the index expurgatortas. One 
of the first copies of this book, fresh from the press, came 
into our possession. The only criticism we have to make 
upon the book it that it is fhe most noninteresting of all the 
publications of the International Bible Students Association. 
Several persons who took part in bringing it to the birth, it 
will be remembered, were sent to the penitentiary.

“Pastor Russell’s books have given an impetus to Bible 
study. This fact alone should save them from the bonfire.”

A “JA ZZ” CHURCH
Here and there over the country is a pastor who, tiring 

of the power of the gospel to attract men’s hearts, brings 
in jazz music and associated means of excitement to 
swell his audience. The Denver P o s t , of December 20, 
reports one such. We quote a part of the announcement, 
not because it is directly edifying, but because it is 
informative:

“Religion will be given an injection of jazz Sunday by 
the Rev. U. S. Lackland, Pastor of Grace M. E. Church. A 
negro jazz orchestra will try its hand at ‘jazzing 'em to 
heaven’ in Dr. Lackland’s church at II o’clock Sunday after­
noon. It will give it program of syncopated music—tunes 
with a swing and a punch—for the Open Forum service. 
Ordinarily this service is attended hy about eight hundred 
people. Dr. Lackland expects that tiie jazzing up of the 
music will fill the auditorium to overflowing. Acting on 
the theory that the music usually served up to the con­
gregation in the average church is more conducive to sleep 
than to religion, Dr. Lackland is going to shoot a bunch of 
jazz into his church Sunday by using a real jazz orchestra. 
If the experiment proves a success tit the Open Forum 
service, which is attended principally by members of labor 
unions and Capitol Hill residents who are not regdinr
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a tte n d a n ts  a t an y  church . Dr. L ackland  w ill co n sid er  the  
fea s ib ility  o f  u s in g  it nl all o f Ids elm reli s e n  ires."

CLERGY MAKE GOOD “COPS”
The ministers seem to be the ones leaving the United 

1-Tee Church of Scotland, if the following item, taken 
from the Kokomo (Ind.) Dispatch is to be relied upon:

' ll w a s s ta le d  tit a m eetin g  o f llie  U n ited  F ree l ’resb y tery  
h ere  that in W estern  Sent land m in is te rs  w ere  le a v in g  the  
ch u rch  and .joining th e  p o lice force on account o f  the sm a ll­
n e ss  o f th e  stip en d s."

The general spiritual condition of the ecclesiastical 
■world was described in no uncertain terms by Bishop 
Lloyd of Illinois in a letter which he contributed to the 
Chicago Daily News:

"The church  Hint a p p ro p r ia le s  the  nam e o f C hrist is 
th e  m ost un-C h ristliU e in stitu tio n  in the  w orld . It is n arrow , 
sc liish , proud, in to ler a n t, jea lo u s  o f  its  ow n p lace in the  
w orld , w h ile  a ll the tim e th o u sa n d s w ho w ou ld  gladly  
w elcom e I he s im p le  m essa g e  o f  se lf-sa cr if ic in g  m in is te r s  are  
not ab le to com e near to that a id  and in sp ira tio n  w hich  
h eroes o f th e  stu n t  o f Si P aul or o f St. F ra n cis  w ould  
afford . I test fu e l ion m ust p reced e co n stru ctio n  if  the S a v ­
ior's appeal is  ever  lo  act through  the system  o f that 
ii s ii i ip io n  w hich  h a s  a p p io p n a ie d  h is  nam e and fo rg n iicn  
in -  m essage.

JEWS FLOCKING HOME
A happier phase of earth’s activities is found in the 

field of Zionism. The Mew York American, of January 
‘A prints the following:

"N iue th ou san d  J ew ish  w ar p r iso n ers in S ib erian  co n ­
cent rat ion cam p s h av e  dehn itely  turned  th e ir  b ack s on th e ir  
term er hom e count l ie s . C erm any. A u str ia , and C a lir ia . and  
d eterm in ed  to no to P a le stin e  w hen they  w ould  be free. 
T in s in fo rm a tio n  is con ta in ed  in a report to the Z ion ist  
O m anr/.iition  o f  A m erica  from  lx rasiio  ja ra k , know n as one of 
i lie i o ld est sp ots on ea rt li

A few weeks hack, there seemed to be the possibility of 
some disturbance raised by the Kingdom of the Iledjaz; 
hut the following item as published on December 30 by 
tin* Xew York American would seem to indicate that 
ftiemlher relations now exist:

" IT in ee  F e isa l, o f  the A nd) K ingdom  of the  I le d ja z . lias  
p led ged  fu ll coop eration  w ith  Z io n is ts  in e s ta b lish in g  a 
N ation a l J e w ish  H om eland  m P a le stin e , and crea tin g  an 
‘e n te n te ’ b etw een  that cou n try . A rab ia , and th e  lib era ted  
A rm en ia . T h e  Z ion ist O rg a n iza tio n  o f  A m erica  lia s  Just 
teee iv ed  a m e ssa g e  to th is  effect from  the E m ir, w h ich  he 
sent to H erb ert S a m u el, form er R r ilis li  P ostm a ster -G en era l, 
a lead in g  Z ion ist o f  E ngland ."

ROOM FOR 2 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0

The Appleton (Mo.) Crescent reports the following 
hit of news from London :

"T here is room  for 20 .000,000 in h a b ita n ts  in the  new 
J e w ish  s la t e  th a t  is  lie in g  crea ted  in P a le stin e , a ccord in g  
to M ax N ordau , fa m o u s au th or, w ho is keenly in terested  
in a ro u sin g  th e  in terest o f  J e w s  in th is  protect throughout 
tin* w orld , ‘T h is  is the hour h e lo re  the  d aw n  fo r  the J ew s , 
th a n k s to the  E n g lish -sp e a k in g  n ation s', d ec lared  I>r. N or- 
d .111 today. ‘F or a thou san d  'c a r s  th e  J e w s  h ave looked for  
ih c .in n in g  id' M essiah  and I feel Ilia! h is  com in g  is about 
n e a r  I hope il w ill not he a fa lse  M essiah . T h e J e w s  
a ic  ui-l b eg in n in g  lo rea lize  w hat th is  Z ionist m ovem ent 
in,illy is Z ion ism  (,,! Up, .lew s is th e ir  real sa lv a tio n  T h e  
. l e w s  (,f ih c  vvoild h ave a ss im ila te d  the h a b its  and n is -  
i ■ mis ,,f all I .a lien s , hut they rea lize  that P a le s t in e  is 
I licii tea l hom e T h e m a sses <>f J ew s ha il th is  m ovem ent  
and : 1 ih c ic  shou ld  he anv deception  il w ould  he tra g ic

T h o se  not w a n tin g  to go to P a le s t in e  may e a s ily  rem ain  
w h ere they are, and God b less  them . It is ex p ected  that 
a m ethod w ill lie d ev ised  o f  g iv in g  c it izen sh ip  in the new  
s ta le  o f  P a le s t in e  to J e w s  w ho do not w isli to go there righ t  
a w a y . A sy stem  o f  ta x a tio n  lia s  been proposed , a lso , by 
w h ich  J e w s  w ou ld  co titr ib u le  lo  the support o f  tile  P a le s ­
tin e  govern m en t w h eth er  they liv e  th ere  or not, i f  they  
s e c u ie  c it iz e n sh ip  papers. T lie ie  is  go in g  to lie co m p etition  
for sp ace  iji P a le stin e . T h e b o u n d aries o f  th e  new s ta te  
probably w ill lie defined a fte r  the  lin es o f  the  B ib le. W e 
do not a n tic ip a te  a return  o f  ilie  w h o le  J e w ish  people  
I tom  th e  o u ts id e  w orld , hut it is a lrea d y  know n th at th e  
terr ito ry  w h ich  th e  new s ta te  w ill p o ssess  lie lw een  the  
.M editerranean and the E u p h ra tes river w ill hold  20.IXHI.- 
IX M I sou ls .' "

.Many of the newspapers of this country have recently 
published plates of Palestine showing the scheme of a 
Norwegian engineer to water the same arid parts of 
Palestine and also to furnish a great amount of electric 
power by running an underground aqueduct from the 
Mediterranean Sea to the Dead Sea. I t will he remem­
bered that the Dead Sea is some fourteen hundred feet 
below sea level; and this great drop supplies the finest 
kind of opportunity for the development of electric 
power through water.

WORLD-WIDE INTEREST IN ZIONISM

The London Daily Mail gives us the following infor­
tunium. which apparently is designed as an offset for 
the statements of other British politicians which are 
i ecciv mg w ide publicity :

"T w o yeu rs ago I he governm ent issu ed  a d ec la ra tio n  o f  
policy m fa v o r  o f  the e sta b lish m en t ol a J e w ish  n a tion a l 
lioine in P a le stin e , and lo  ce leb ra te  the  a n n iv ersa r y  a m eet­
ing Inis been held at I he London O pera 1 louse. Lord  
R oth sch ild . w ho p resided , read a I d le r  from  Lord C urzon  
g iv in g  an a ssu ra n ce  that there lmd been no ch an ge in tlie  
p olicy  o f the govern m en t. Lord K othsch ild  sa id  tlm t they  
vveie m uch n earer th e ir  goal than  lie fore, and tie fe lt  su re  
they  w ou ld  yet see  the esta b lish m en t o f  th e ir  d esired  hom e  
in P a le stin e . Mr. H erbert S am u el sa id  Hie new  P a le s t in e  
m ust lie in som e sm all m easu re an ex a m p le  to tile  w o r ld .”

This announcement by the British government was 
received with gratitude by prominent British Jews, 
among them Mr. Herbert Samuel, who was reported by 
ihe Aberdeen (Scot.) Daily Journal as remarking:

“T h ey  had w a ited  2000 years, and  cou ld  afford  to  w a it  
perlm ps tw o y ea rs  m ore. O ften  d e la y  w a s a p relu d e to  d is­
a p p o in tm en t. hut lie felt su re  il w ou ld  not be so w ith  
them  now."

As showing the world-wide interest in the matter we 
take the following paragraphs from an item published by 
the Sydney (N. 8. \V.) Evening News:

“A t file  in te rn a tio n a l h ea d q u a rter s o f  th e  Z ion ist O rgan i­
za tio n , in G reat R u sse ll S treet, L ondon, p la n s are rap id ly  
go in g  forw ard  fo r  Hie se tt le m e n t o f  th o u sa n d s o f  J ew ish  
p eop le in P a le stin e . T h ere  is a p le a sa n t b u stle  in the room s 
w h ere Hie p la n s are b ein g  p er fected , and m en and w om en  
go about w ith  fa c e s  a lig h t and v o ices fu ll o f ea g ern ess  
b ecau se  o f the return  home."

"The in itia l step  w ill lie the es in lilish m cn l o f a u n iv er ­
sity in J eru sa lem . T h e n u cleu s o f a u n iv e r sity  is already  
to ham l in Hie d ifferent m ed ica l cen ters in P a le stin e  
J e w ish  sc h o la r s  arc do in g  research  w ork in Jeru sa lem  or 
J e w ish  h isto ry . A co n sid era b le  o r g a n i/a iio ii  a lso  e x is is  u 
R u ssia  w hich  lias for its sp ec ia l w ork the tra n sla tio n  o f  tin 
c la s s ic s  o f  .p | lo n g u es  in to  Hebrew T in s  org a n iza tio n  will 
he tra n sferred  ( n hi oe  to the new u n iv ersiiv . w hich  at Mu.
o n lsc l w ill C' inPl i sh  a .h-wisp ! . . no t ' sHv P re ss . "



PETER WRITES ABOUT CHRISTIAN LIVING
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A PECULIAR PEOPLE FOR A PECULIAR PURPOSE —  A NEW GENERATION, WITH A CHANGE OF NATURE FROM HUMAN 
TO SPIRIT —  HOW THIS CHANGE IS BROUGHT ABOUT —  THEIR NATIONAL POLICY —  THEIR STANDING ARMY — 
THEIR FOOD SUPPLY —  SOME OF THEIR PECULIARITIES —  A HOLY TEMPLE OF GOD.

“He that saith he abidedi in him ought himself also to walk even as he walked." — i John 2:6

DURING the gospel nge, whose w ork is now draw ing to 
a  close, the Lord h as been m aking ready a peculiar 
people for a very pecu liar and very glorious purpose. 

The purpose is nothing less th an  th a t of a joint-reign w ith 
C hrist fo r a thousand years, by m eans of which not only 
shall the fam ilies of the ea rth  be blest, but angels also shall 
be brought to a righteous judgm ent and rew ard, and all 
things in heaven and in e a rth  shall be brought into perfect 
harm ony w ith the divine will and into conform ity thereto. 
T henceforth universal peace and joy and praise shall 
abound to the glory of God.

T his peculiar people is a new and chosen generation. They 
were first chosen out from among men, “through sanctifica­
tion of the sp irit and belief of the tru th .” Or, In o ther words, 
having believed the m essage of salvation  through C hrist the 
Redeemer, and having gra tefu lly  accepted the same and 
being earnestly  desirous of perfec t personal conform ity to 
the divine will, and having therefo re  hum bly subm lttd  
them selves entirely  to God, they were chosen by Jehovah to 
be h is peculiar people.

T h a t w hich renders h is people pecu liar as compared w ith 
all o thers is a very rad ica l change—a change of n a tu re  from  
the hum an to the sp iritua l. (2 P e te r 1 :4) T his change of 
n a tu re  h a s  been brought about by the pow er of the tru th , 
w hich leads those who a re  righ tly  exercised by it to a  full 
consecration of heart and life to the will and service of God, 
even unto death. T his change of natu re , however, is only 
begun in the present life, and consists as yet only of a 
change of mind and a consequent change of ch aracter and of 
action in harm ony w ith the new hopes, aim s and asp irations 
generated by the “exceeding g rea t and precious prom ises” of 
the W ord of God. No wonder is it th a t a people actuated  
by such hopes and aim s should be a  peculiar people, a people 
separa te  from  the world, in the world but not of it.

A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD
They are  indeed a new generation, th a t is, a new race, 

of a new and noble natu re , d is tinc t and separa te  from the 
hum an race, although as new crea tu res they a re  as yet only 
begetten and developing in the embryo sta te , the full de­
velopment or b irth  being due a t  the resurrection . W onderful 
indeed is th is tru th . “Ye [b re th ren ] a re  a chosen genera­
tion”—a new order of beings, chosen of God as the  heirs of 
his special favor. And not only so, says the Apostle, but 
“ye a re  a royal priesthood” , a people to be clothed w ith 
au tho rity  and w ith power to stand  between God and fallen 
hum anity to  lift m ankind up from  degradation  and to restore 
them to the divine likeness and favor. T his people is indeed a 
royal priesthood, whose pow er and glory w ill appear in due 
time, to the glory of God and to the blessing of all the 
fam ilies of the earth .

lin t, fu rther, says the Apostle, they are  “a holy nation”. 
In w hat sense can th is  people be called a nation? A nation 
is a body of people un ited  under one governm ent and having 
common in terests  and bound by m utual obligations and m u­
tual consent, e ither expressed or implied, to conserve those 
in terests. T ru ly  such a  people, such a nation, a re  the Lord 's 
people under C hrist Je su s th e ir  K in g ; and  th e ir  in terests  are 
one. They a re  th e  in te rests  of the tru th  concerning the es­
tablishm ent of C h ris t’s kingdom in all the  earth . B ut its 
object, un like th a t  of all o ther am bitious powers, is not 
the glorification of selfishness, bu t the exalta tion  of meek­
ness and righteousness and th e  estab lishm ent of universal 
peace and happiness. Every loyal citizen of th is  natton is 
deeply in terested  in its  politics, and is ready to take up the 
sw ord in its  defense a t any moment. We remember, how­
ever. th a t th e  w eapons of our w a rfa re  a re  not carnal, but 
th a t they a re  m ighty, through God, to the pulling  down of 
strongholds. Our sw ord is “the sw ord of the sp irit, whicli is 
the W ord of God,” and an every-day exercise and drill in 
its  use m akes us able soldiers.

I-et all th e  mem bers of th is “chosen generation”, and 
“ royal priesthood", th is “holy nation”, th is "peculiar people” ,

seek more and more— by vigilance, by faith fu lness and by 
holiness—to separa te  them selves from the sp irit of the world, 
to subm it them selves to the transfo rm ing  influences of the 
sp irit of God, and to discipline and drill them selves in th e  
use of the sw ord of the spirit, so th a t they may “show fo rth  
the praises of him who hath called them out of darkness 
into h is m arvelous ligh t”.

“BABES IN CHRIST”

This peculiar people the Apostle likens, in the beginning of 
their life of fa ith , to babes. Though they m ay be men of 
m ature  years, they are  but babes beginning a new life. And 
the Apostle counsels them, as new-born babes, to desire 
earnestly  and seek for the sincere milk of the W ord of God 
—the simple tru th s , tlie foundation doctrines. These a re  the 
plain, clear sta tem ents of the Scrip tures, (1) of the original 
perfection and glory of hum anity , created  in the image of 
God; (2) of the fall of Adam and the race represented in 
him in t r i a l ; (3) of the death penalty  ; (4) of the redem p­
tion of Adam, and, therefore, also of the race represented 
in him, by the paym ent of an equivalent price— the sacrifice 
of “ the man C hrist Jesus, who gave him self a ransom  f o r  
a ll” ; (5) of (he ac tua l deliverance of the redeem ed race In 
God’s due tim e and order.—Genesis 1 :2 7 ,3 1 ; 3 :1-6 ,17-19 : 
Romans G :23 ; 1 C orinthians 1 5 :2 1 ,2 2 ; 1 T im othy 2 : 5 ,6 ;  
Acts 3 : 19-21.

Those who in simple fa ith  accept these tru th s  and who. 
laying aside all malice, all guile, hypocrisies, envies, and evil 
speaking, endeavor to live w orthy of th is  salvation , esteem ­
ing it  a s  only a reasonable service to devote them selves 
thenceforth to the service of God, are  accepted of him  as 
sons and heirs, as sp iritual sons. Precious indeed in Jeho­
vah’s sight a re  these little  ones. I t  w as w ith  reference to  
such th a t our Lord said  to P e te r : “Feed my lam bs” ; and 
again  th a t he gave w arning to false teachers, saying, “W ho­
soever shall ensnare one of the least of these who believe 
in me, it would be b e tte r for him th a t a m illstone w ere 
hanged about his neck and th a t he w ere sunk in the depth 
of the sea”. (John  21: 15; M atthew  18: 6, D iaglott) Again, 
under the figure of a tender shepherd caring fo r a weak 
and stray in g  lamb, he shows his solicitude fo r these babes 
of the fam ily, saying. “It is not the will of your F a th e r 
which is in heaven th a t one of these little  ones should 
perish".—M atthew  18: 14.

GROWTH DEPENDENT UPON PURE FOOD

Bill while the babes in C hrist, because of th e ir very feeble 
ness and inexperience, have much special care bestowed 
upon them, and because they a re  dearly  beloved of the Lord, 
and while the ir meek and teachable sp irit is commended 
to all, it is not the will of God th a t they should alw ays re ­
main babes. The very object of h is commending to them  
the m ilk of the W ord is tha t they max grow thereby out of 
th is in fan tile  s ta te  up to the m atu rity  of sp iritua l life, “ that 
xve be no more children, tossed to and fro and carried  about 
w ith every wind of doctrine". (E phesians 4 :1 4 )  In the 
experience of every healthy, grow ing child of God th ere  
should come a tim e when he should be able to leave the first 
principles of the doctrine of C hrist, the  foundation principles, 
having them  firmly established and settled in h is mind, and. 
therefore, not needing to dig them up and lay them  again, 
but going on to perfection in grace and in the knowledge of 
the tru th .—H ebrew s 6 : 1-3.

The Apostle Paul reproved some in ids day becuuse they 
did not thus grow, saying, “F o r when fo r the tim e [spen t) 
ye ought to be teachers, ye have need th a t one teach  you 
again w hich be the first principles of the oracles o f God, and 
a re  become such as  have need of milk, and not of strong  
m e a t; for every one th a t useth milk [only] Is unsk illfu l in 
the word of righteousness, for he is a  babe”. ( H ebrew s 5 :12 - 
14) We a re  not to  live continually on th e  m ilk diet, “b u t by 
every word th a t proceedeth ou t of the  m outh of God”. 
(M atthew  4 : 4) Some of these w ords a re  the simple tru th s
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noted above, the milk. Other* are  deeper tru th s , the strong 
m eat for those who, nourished by the  pu re  milk, have grown 
and  developed considerable firmness and streng th  of C hris t­
ian character. T his “solid food,” says the Apostle, is for 
adults, those possessing facu lties hab itually  exercised in 
the d iscrim ination  of both good and evil. H e also w arns 
them of the dreadfu l resu lt to them if they should fall 
aw ay.—H ebrew s 0 : 4-0.

If  the babes in C hrist a re  fed on adu ltera ted  milk, a con­
fused m ix ture  of tru th  an d ,e rro r concerning the above m en­
tioned foundation doctrines, the resu lt will be th a t they will 
sicken and  die, unless the unwholesome diet is speedily re­
moved and the sincere, pure milk is sought a fte r  and used. 
As a general th ing  there is not sufficient care on the p a r t  of 
the babes in C hrist about seeking the pure milk of the W ord 
of G od; and m any of I lie adults are  too careless about 
setting  the pure milk before them. Let those who a re  tru ly  
the L ord’s little  ones bear in m ind the Apostle’s counsel to 
desire and to seek a fte r  only the pure milk of the W ord, 
and resolutely to d iscard  all else. Any theological views 
w hich will not re s t squarely upon the above nam ed founda­
tion doctrines, so plain ly  enunciated in the Scriptures, but 
which a ttem p t to pervert and to sh ift and to m ake them 
void, do not constitu te  the pure diet for the L ord 's children.

A HOLY TEMPLE OF GOD

The Apostle then  show s (1 I’etev 2 : 4-9) th a t such conse­
cra ted  and  fa ith fu l children of God have the privilege of 
becoming mem bers of a grand sp iritu a l house of which 
C hris t Jesus is the head. The shape of the building to which

reference is made is evidently tha t of a pyram id, and was 
probably suggested to  h is mind by the words of the Prophet 
Isa iah  (28: 1G) a p a rt of winch he quotes, saying, “Behold, 
I lay in Zion a chief corner-stone, elect, precious . . . the 
sam e is become the head of the corner, and a stone of stum ­
bling and a rock of offense, even to those which stum ble at 
the W ord, being disobedient, whoreunln also they were ap ­
pointed”.

The g reat work of preparing these living stones for their 
places in th is building of God is still in progress, although 
it is alm ost completed. This is the painful p a rt of the 
work to every one of the stones. The blows of the ham m er 
and (he chisel, the  hard  discipline of experience, are  not 
desirable except for the effects, tlie peaceable fru its  of 
righteousness. And if we would tu n e  the resu lts  we must 
patien tly  subm it to the painful processes, and see to it that 
no cross-grained w illfulness on our part shall in terfe re  w ith 
(lie w ork : for such in terference would sooner or la te r be 
the occasion for the B uilder to abandon us and to substi­
tu te  another stone more pliable and easily w orked: for the 
time is short, and w hat is to be done m ust be done quickly.

God lays g rea t stress upon loyal and loving obedience on 
the p a r t of his children. I t  w as only a little  m atte r of d is­
obedience th a t cost Adam and his posterity  so dearly, and 
th a t will bring sim ilar resu lts to all those who, having once 
escaped the condemnation of death through fa ith  in C hrist 
the Redeemer, th e rea fte r refuse to stand before God in the 
robe of C h ris t’s righteousness, bu t p refer to appear in their 
own. All such w ere appointed to stumble. B u t blessed are 
the m eek; for they shall stand. “The Lord knoweth them 
th a t a re  his.”

JOHN WRITES ABOUT CHRISTIAN LOVE
- -  M aui  ii 7  —  J o h n  4 : 7 - 2 1  —  —

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOVE AND ITS AUTHOR— HOW COD'S LOVE IS MANIFEST TO U S - IMITATION OK JEIIONAH 
URGED— ABIDING IN HIM AND HE IN US— SUCCESS POSSIBLE ONLY BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

"Beloved, if Qod so lin ed us, tee ought also to line one another ' i John 4 1 1

LOVE, the greatest a ttr ib u te  in the world, stands related 
. to all the o ther things in the universe. Some of its 

relationships are  briefly referred  to in th is chap te r by 
the Apostle John. In a perfect charac te r love does not 
operate independently of the o ther a tt r ib u te s : but it is 
cooperated w ith by wisdom and justice. I t is not possible 
to be entirely  just w ithout having some love, for justice  
dem ands that we love our neighbors as ourselves. Likewise 
wisdom w ithout love is a very sorry  pill. Such is the wisdom 
of the world, which is foolishness w ith God.

“Beloved, let us love one an o th er; for love is of God; and 
every one th a t lovetli is begotten of God. and knoweth God."

The g rea t object of our C hristian  schooling is th a t we may 
be made like God. (M atthew  5 : 48; 1 P eter 1 : 1G) B ut we 
are  not suddenly transform ed from im perfectly balanced 
characters to beings reflecting all the beauty of Jehovah’s 
righteousness. The transform ation  is g radual, so th a t every 
step of the change can lie appreciated and cooperated in by 
the individual believer.

GOD THE AUTHOR OF. LOVE
The first step is the development of the disposition of 

Jehovah and of h is Son. Jesus C hrist. I t  is an elem entary 
appreciation of th is disposition, or sp irit, th a t d raw s us to 
the Lord and th a t prom pts us to give our all to him  in 
consecration. T his dispos'd ion which ac tua tes o r moves 
Jehovah to deal witli im perfect and sin-cursed beings is 
w hat the Scrip tures refer to by the word lore.

All the love there  is in (lie universe came from God. All 
the fragm entary  love in m ankind came from him in the 
sense th a t he p lanted  it in h is perfect hum an child, Adam, 
and Adam gave some of it to his posterity . Some fragm ents 
of th is love, o r benevolent a ttitu d e  tow ard every creature , 
was iu us when we came to the Ixm l. Through bis precepts 
and through the example of his own redem ptive plan, and 
through the course of his specially beloved Son Jesus we are

encouraged lo develop 111 is- kindly m o tne  and generous 
disposition tow ard all

Through ihe operation of the Lord’s Word in us and 
through 1 lie lessons learned by expensive experience we may 
diwelup a little  wisdom and a keener sense of ju s tice ; but 
because of im perfections of the flesh our grow th in these 
directions is not likely lo lie so g rea t as to m ake us d is tin ­
guished. But when it comes to love: we cannot have less 
tlian good wishes for our brethren in the sam e narrow’ way, 
tor Hie world in general, and even for our enemies. Love 
put into practise m eans more than good wishes, how ever; 
it m eans doing good to all men ns we have opportunity 
(G ala tians G :10 l. bul the motive must be there firs t; that 
is alw ays a possibility.

There is therefore every reason why we should line one 
another. I f  God in whose eyes all tilings are  made m anifest 
(H ebrew s 4 : 13) can see some reason for loving each one of 
the fa ith fu l followers of C hrist there  is surely much more 
reason why we who a re  so very im perfect should love those 
whom God lias set his favor upon through C hrist Jesus.

LOVE LIKE SUNSHINE
There is not only th is reason, but there is the additional 

one th a t love rew ards and benefits the lover. I t  Is like 
sunshine in the  heart. I t w arm s, expands, and causes to 
grow all the tender buds of the holy sp irit’s fru its . Love 
is of G od; therefore  we should love and p ractise  this God­
like tra it . In fact, no one loves in th is pa rticu la r manner 
except those who have been begotten of God.

This love is not the grasping, acquisitive kind common in the 
world, nor is it oven the nobler reciprocal give-and-take kind 
which is also found in tlie world. I t  is a love which radiates 
kindness and blessings and seeks only for opportunities to 
bestow its bounties. To the ex ten t th a t we love we know 
G od; for we feel to th a t ex ten t Just as he feels. We enter 
into an appreciation of his motives, so that, if we had his
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J'ow er, positiou, and au thority , we would do ju s t as he does. 
“ Me th a t loveth not know eth not G od; fo r God is love.” 
The in tte r clause of th is verse Is one of the most frequently 

quoted  tex ts in the  B ib le ; and yet it is often cited to sustain  
erroneous theories. C hris tian  Scientists m ake free  use of 
it in an effort to prove th a t there  is no personal God, th a t 
God is simply a principle. They carry  th is reasoning fu r th e r  
and  say th a t since God is only a principle it is folly to pray  to 
it. If  one h as a  difficult problem in m athem atics one does 
not pray  to some m athem atical principle but goes and gets 
com petent help. So Scientists do not pray  to God but go and 
get help from  a “com petenl" healer—at so much per helping

LOVE A DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTIC

But to the honest reader the m eaning in very apparent. 
Love is the ou ts tanding  a ttr ib u te  of the F a th e r’s charac te r 
in his dealings w itli the church in th is gospel age and in 
the provisions which he 1ms made for m an’s blessing. He 
is a living expression of love; and uniquely so, because lte 
is the self-existent One. In due tim e when man is restored 
to the image of God, lie too will be a living expression of 
love, though w ith  a much more limited sphere of ac tiv iti 
limn th a t of the heavenly Father.

“H erein is m anifested the love of God tow ard us, that God 
h a th  sent his only begotten Son into the world th a t we 
m ight have life through him .”

The F a ther loved us and (his lo \e  moved linn to do som ething 
for us, even though it caused him the sacrifice of the 
dearest treasu re  of his heart. The th ing th a t we needed to 
have done most of all. the th ing necessary to be done before 
any oilier blessings could be bestowed upon us w as to redeem 
u s  or relieve us from the sentence of death under which 
we were born. As long as th a t sentence w as over us nothing 
of imj ex ten t could be done for u s ; for, though love is much, 
love is not all. hove prom pts, hut justice directs and s t e a d i e s  

in all Jehovah 's perfect doings.
llow  simply and briefly  the sto ry  of redem ption is here 

told ! The m otive for, the act of and the benefits of the plan 
of salvation are  n a rra ted  in ju s t a few precious words. Let 
the wise ones of the world laugh to scorn the plan devised 
for the ir own blessing and happiness. “He th a t loveth not 
know eth not God.” There being no responsive note in the ir 
beings, they cannot understnd  how God feels tow ard them  
and tow ard us. In  due tim e they shall be confused and 
asham ed of th e ir present views.

THE SAVIOR NEEDED

W ithout a vicarious savior our prospects for life or bless­
ing on any p lane would have been hopeless. So when there  
w as no o ther eye to p ity  and no other arm  to save God’s own 

a rm  brought salvation . T he Lord, the  perfect E xpression of 
Jehovah’s w ill and  purpose, le ft the ivory palaces of glory 
w here he w as rich  in power, position, and opportunities. 
He came to e a r th  and  w as m ade into a hum an being by 
the process of begetting, conception, development, and b irth . 
H e grew  in wisdom and s ta tu re  u n til he a tta in ed  the age of 
th ir ty  years. T here, being sinless and perfect, he gave h im ­
self a ransom , a corresponding, a substitu tionary  price fo r 
all of Adam’s race. (1 T im othy 2 :5 ,6 )  They had been 
•condemned in one m an ; they could therefo re  all be redeemed 
by one m an.—1 C orin th ians 15: 22.

•Tesus gave h is perfect hum an life to be an offset price for 
the sin  of A dam ; and since we received our condem nation 
through th a t sin  (R om ans 5 : IS) we can receive freedom  
from  th a t  condem nation through the  perfect obedience of 
Jesus. (R om ans 5 :1 9 )  The condem nation brought death  
(R om ans 6 :2 3 )  ; freedom from  th a t condem nation brings 
life. T his life h as  been available during the gospel age to 
those who have had  the fa ith  to comm it them selves to the 
L ord’s arrangem ents. For the rest of men it  will be av a il­
able under the M essianic re ig n ; for, it m ust be remembered, 
“ He is the prop itia tion  for our s in s ; and not for ours only, 
b u t for the sins of the whole w orld”.—1 John 2:2.

"H erein  is love, not th a t we loved God, bu t th a t he loved 
us, and sent h is Son to be the p rop itia tion  fo r our sins.”

The Apostle would have us understand  th a t our love is

nothing except as it is a copy of God’s love; and  if  i t  is a 
copy then it is unw orthy of being pointed to a s  a standard . 
The loftiest m anifestation  of unselfish love is seen in the 
arrangem ent of God w herein h is love prom pted his wisdom 
to devise a plan wherein his ju s tice  could rem ain inviolate and 
his power a t the sam e tim e perform  the redem ption of a 
race sold under sin. N othing b u t pure benevolence could 
have prom pted such a co u rse ; fo r it would surely have l>een 
less trouble for the Almighty to s ta r t  a new race.

AN INDEX OF GOD’S WILL

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another.”

The conclusion is irresistib le. The child of God who, out 
of choice and preference, has agreed to take  Jehovah’s will 
as h is own is anxious to discern all the leadings of divine 
grace which will point him  to a  c learer comprehension of 
th a t will. I f  we see in God’s W ord th a t he hates evil, then 
we hate  evil, too; for we are  su re  th a t h is judgm ent is accu- 
ta te  and his ta s te  dependable. On the o ther hand, if we 
see th a t his love is set upon a certa in  class of people, mean 
and despised thougli they be in the sight of the world, our 
love goes out to th a t class because we have fa ith  th a t the 
hea\e idy F a th e r would not love th a t which is to tally  un- 
wnrth> ol his love. Any o ther a ttitu d e  than th is would be 
dangerous for the new c rea tu re ; for it would be placing 
our ou n judgm ent ahead of the L ord’::. I t would be essen- 
t i a 11 \ s t j  inn that we thought the Lord was too gullible: tha t 
he had allowed him self to be taken in by those poor social 
ou tcasts; but th a t ire have no intention of being duped in 
an j such m anner as that, We've had too much experience 
for tha t, etc., etc.

“ No man hath  beheld God at any tim e: if we love one 
another God ahideth in us, and his love is perfected in u s: 
hereby we know th a t we abide in him  and he in us, because 
lie hath  given us of his sp irit.”

K \eu  in his perfect s ta te  man is not so constructed tha t 
lie can behold the glory of God and live. He can learn  about 
him through messages, through his works, and through his 
dealings w ith o ther individual creatures. There a re  even 
imperfect m anifestations of God’s charac te r in m an ,'w ho  
was once m ade in the image and likeness of God. W ith new 
crea tu res in C hrist much more m arked m anifestations of 
Jehovah’s character should be discoverable; bu t in the life 
and character of our Lord Jesus the most complete delinea­
tion of Jehovah which is possible fo r us to grasp while yet 
in fleshly organism s is made.—John  14 :7 .

“GOD DWELLETH IN YOU”

If we love one another and to the  ex ten t th a t we love one 
ano ther we tire actuated  by the  sam e motive th a t  is so 
noticeable in the F a th e r ; th u s and to th is ex ten t God 
dw elleth in us. This does not mean th a t God as a person 
dwells inside of us, th a t we a re  obsessed, so to speak, but 
th a t the divine principles w hich m ake him  the God th a t he 
is a re  also operating  in us. God Jehovah  is m ost certain ly  
a person, but th a t person is not sca ttered  about in some 
hazy, w illy-nilly m anner through all the  universe, as P an the­
ism would have us believe.

The Revised Version says th a t  "h is love is perfected in 
us” if we love one another. L itera lly  the Greek tex t s a y s : 
“H is love, having been perfected, is in u s”. Both thoughts 
are  good and edifying. H is love having been m anifested  In 
a perfect degree in the sending fo rth  of h is Son to die as 
m an’s Redeemer, is in us if we have the m ind in us which 
was in C hrist Jesus, if we have the disposition to lay  down 
our lives for his b rethren  and fo r the benefit of the world. 
I f  we love the Lord’s brethren  fo r the sam e reasons th a t he 
loved them, because Jehovah loves loves them  and because 
they a re  in need of h is services, ra th e r  than  because of any 
fancy frills  or furbelow s of dress, endowment, or conduct, 
then the sam e kind of love w hich he showed in perfect 
form is in us. though w ith  us it is in a m eager degree.

We are  given an assurance of the un ity  of purpose which 
ex is ts  between us and our heavenly F a th e r in the fa c t th a t 
he has given us of his sp irit. The anointing which we have
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rece iv e d  o f  h im  a b id es in us and Ids sp ir it  b ears w itn e ss  
w ith  our sp ir it s  th a t  w o sta n d  to Itiin in th e  r e la t io n sh ip  o f  
son s. W e k n o w  h is  sp ir it , or holy  pow er, is  o p era tin g  in 
u s  b eca u se  s in ce  w e  a re  h is wo are  ab le to  do th in g s  in th e  
sh a p e  o f  su b ju g a tin g  our txalios to th e  a cco m p lish m en t o f  
■commendable p u rp o ses  su- h as w e w ore not ab le to d o  in 
o u r  ow n  str e n g th . God s holy sp ir it o p era tes  in  u s a lso  to 
th e  d isp la cem en t o f  id ea ls  and o b je c ts  o f  a tta ch m en t w h ich  
on ce  govern ed  u s. H um an p ow er a lo n e  w on ld  not h a v e  been  
a b le  to do th is .

BEHOLDING AND BEARING WITNESS
“And w e h a v e  b eheld  and b ear w itn e ss  th a t  th e  F a th er  

h a th  se n t th e  Son  to lx' the S a v io r  o f  the w orld . W h oso ev er  
sh a ll co n fess  th a t .le su s  is th e  Son o f  God, God ab id eth  in 
1nm and h e in God."

T h e A p o stle  h ad  beheld  and borne w itn e ss  in a very  p er­
so n a l w ay , as d id  a ll o f  the  a p o s t le s :  hut th o se  o f  u s w ho  
h a v e  not seen  J e su s  in the flesh behold  h is  p o sit io n  in the  
d in n e  p lan  and the  im p ortan ce o f  Ills w ork  in th e  ca rry in g  
ou t o f th a t p lan . T h ou gh  wo h a v e  not seen  th e  l iv in g  W ord  
in person, w e  h a v e  th e  p rin ted  W ord, con cern in g  w h ich  w e  
hear te stim o n y  to  all w ho h a \e  ea rs  to hear.

He w ho rea lly  b e liev es  th a t J e su s  is  th e  Son o f  God w ill 
h n \e  no trou b le in c o n fe ss in g  h is  b e lie f , thou gh  th a t c o n fe s ­
sion  he m et w ith  scorn from  the w orld ly  w ise . T h e w a y  Iip 
co n fe sse s  h is  fa ith  is not by m ore w ords, w h ich  m ig h t be 
rep eated  p arro t-lik e , lmt by op en ly  esp o u s in g  the  fa c ts  o f  
J esu s ' d iv in e  so n sh ip  W hoever d oes th is  g iv es h im se lf  to 
Hie d iv in e  nrrntigenvenls and. d u rin g  llie  accep ta b le  tim e, 
i- taken  into  th e  d iv in e  fa m ily , h a v in g  approached  God 
through  fn ltli in (lie  m erito r io u s w ork o f  .Testis. Jeh ovah  
a ecep ls  him as a joint saeriticor w ith  C h rist, and s ta r ts  
in him a new  l i le  in tended  to rv o n lu n le  in a new and  
g lor io u s e x is te n c e  o f a aery h igh  order. T h e  r e la tio n sh ip  o f  
fa th e r  and son is th u s e s ta b lish ed  T h e  d iv in e  en erg iz in g  
p ow er is w o rk in g  and k eep s w o rk in g  in h im : and h r  ab id es  
in God's a rra n g em en ts for h is  b le ss in g  and for the  a cco m ­
p lish m en t o f all Jeh o v a h 's  p u rp oses in and through  him

LOVE PROVED AND BE'I IEVED IN 
' “Ami we k n ow  and h av e  b elieved  the love w h ich  God 

h a t h  to w a id  ps.  God is lo v e ;  and h e th a t ab id eth  in love  
uh idelh  in God. and God ab id eth  in h im .”

If such w ord s cam e from  an in ex p er ien ced  person  iliea  
w ould  carry  lmt l i lt le  w e ig h t:  hut a ll o f  the  A p ostle 's  
m om en to u s l i f e  s ta n d s hack o f th ese  sim p le  w ords. A m ere  
tad w hen  he w alk ed  the sh ores o f  G a lilee  w ith  h is  M aster  
and F riend, or w hen  he thread ed  th e  t im in g s  o f  th e  c ity  o f 
D avid , he e v id e n tly  had Unit rare co m b in ation  o f  lo v e  and  
lo y a lly  w h ich  m ade him  an ob ject o f  sp ec ia l a ttr a c tio n  to 
t iie  Lord. Noav th e  A p o stle  w a s an old  n m n ; h e  avas the  
last o f  th e  tw e lv e , and m any had been  th e  v ic is s itu d e s  
th rou gh  w h ich  lie  had  com e to th e  b leak  I s le  o f  P atm o s. T h e  
w a y  from  P e n te c o s t  to  P a tm o s had  been str e w n  w ith  m any  
th o r n s and rocky b a rriers , w h en  v iew ed  from  th e  sta n d p o in t  
o f  hum an co m fort. B u t h is  love  an d  lo y a lty  h a d  grow n  w ith  
tiie  p a ss in g  y ea r s , u n til th ere  avas n on e o f  th e  tw e lv e  m ore  
ste a d y , n on e m ore tender.

H ad h e not k n o w n  th a t  God lo v ed  h im , h ad  h e  not b eliev ed  
it in th e  fu lle s t  se n se  lie  cou ld  n ev er  h a v e  gon e  th ro u g h  all 
th a t  he had  ex p er ien ced  for th e  te s t im o n y  o f  J e su s  and for  
Hie W ord o f  God. A nd h o w  did he k n ow  th a t  God loved  
him '' H is M a ster  had sa id  a s  m u ch : “T h e F a th er  hi-msolf 
loveth  y o u ” .— J oh n  1 6 :2 7 .

God is  love, th o u g h  lo v e  is  not p rop erly  God. A d am ’s 
m ista k e  avas in m a k in g  love  h is  god, and in th u s d isp la c in g  
J eh o v a h  from  th e  p o sit io n  w h ich  lie a lo n e  sh o u ld  occupy. H e  
th a t ab id es in th e  su n sh in e  o f  d iv in e  lo v e  ab id es In God. 
ab id es w ith in  th e  scope o f h is  p lan ; and i f  h e  p e r s is ts  in 
e x e r c is in g  th e  sa m e  k ind  o f  love  avhich God h a s for h is  
people, then  G od's ch aracter , G od's sp ir it , ab id es In him

DISPENSERS Or SUNSHINE
“ H erein  is lo v e  m ade p erfect avith u s, th a t w e m ay h ave  

b o ld ness in th e  d ay  o f ju d g m e n t: b eca u se  as h e is even  so  
are w e in th is  aa o r ld ”

If " e  are  a b id in g  in love and th u s sh o w in g  our p referen ce  
tor J eh o v a h 's  ch a ra c ter  ab ove ou r ow n  n a tu ra l one, w e  m ay  
h ave confidence in th e  d ay  o f  fina l d ec is io n  o f  o u r  d e s t in y :  
for ave k n ow  th at th e  F a th er  w ill  approve h is  ow n  ch a ra cter , 
w h eth er  in h im se lf  or in us. T h e  m ore ave h a v e  o f  it 
tiie  m ore lie w ill ap p rove us.

As J eh ovah  is th e  liv in g  em b od im en t o f  love  in h is  rela- 
lio n sh ip  to the  aaorld. so are  ave e\]>ected  to be liv in g  
em b od im en ts o f  lo v e  in our re la tio n sh ip s  to  th e  w orld . 
T iie  aaorld m ay bo p reven ted  by b lin d n ess from  se e in g  th e  
h iving p h a ses o f  ( io d ’s p ro v id en ces fo r  them . T h e  v a il of 
ignorance, su iie r s t it io n , and te a r s  o b scu res in  th e  m in d s of 
m ost people the  real beauty o f  G od's ch a ra cter  and p u r­
poses. And if  he and h is p u rp o ses are not know n, or, if  
p a rtia lly  know n, set a t n au gh t am ong m en, w e w ith  our  
p itia b ly  m eager fa c u lt ie s  and n u m erous im p e rfec tio n s o f  the  
tlesli could  not ex p ec t to  be o th e r  than  d isesteem ed .

“T h ere is no fea r  in lo v e ;  hut p erfect lo v e  c a s te th  out 
fear, b ecau se  fea r  hath  to rm en t: and h e th a t  fea re th  is not 
m ade perfect in love."

A n eg a tiv e  s id e  o f  love is here sh ow n . T h ere  is  som eth in g  
that it d oes n o t  produce, and th a t  is  fear . D read  w ou ld  
p erh ap s !>e a lie lte r  w ord  h e r e :  o th e r w ise  th ere  is no d is ­
tin c tio n  p o ss ib le  b etw een  s la v ish  fe a r  and rev er en tia l aw e, 
w h ich  is a lso  referred  to in the  S cr ip tu r es  by the  w ord fear . 
A book o f  rem em brance lia s  been kept for th o se  w ho “fe a r e d  
the Lord, and that thou gh t upon h is  n a m e”, w e are told, 
t M aiachi :! • 16) L ik ew ise  oa r  L ord w a s h eard  on account 
o f  his fo u r  (H eb rew s 7 : 7 ) .  and “the secret o f  the la ird  is 
w ith them  that f r m  him ", e tc .— 1‘salm  2 .7:14.

NO DREAD IN LOVE

Bill w h ere pci le d  love is, th e n ' is no dread  D read m ight 
m ove one in repentonce, it m ight even m ove one to co n v er ­
sion.  hut it w ould  n ever m ove on e to m ake a co n secra tion  
o f one's s e lf  to God. and w ithout a co n secra tion  o th er  step s  
a ir  largely u n av a ilin g .

T he m ore perfect the  love the m ore p erfec tly  d oes it 
d isp la ce  fe a i . 'th e  iw n are co n tra ry  to each  o th er  and  
cannot s la y  in the som e heart at (lie  sa m e tim e. B ut for
pei feet love il is not n ecessa ry  lo  h ave a p erfect organ ism ,
though lo c r p /c w  it p erfectly  it w ou ld  lie n ecessa ry  to have  
perfect w isd om , perfect justice, p erfect pow er, a s  w e ll as 
a p crlect body I’erfer l love m ean s good w ill, u n su llied  
and u iisn iirch cd  by any grudge or m alice, by an y  d esir e  for  
le ta lia t io ii  or le v e n g e  for w ro n g s done us. I f  w e h a v e  the  
siim e d isp o sitio n  w h ich  God tins tow ard  ev ery  crea tu re , w e  
are ab id in g  in him  : and if  w e a re  a b id in g  in him  w h o Is
om nipotent w e h ave no reason  to fea r , and no fea r . Love,
then, puts u s in touch  w ith  a ll th a t  is  n eed fu l fo r  ou r w e l­
fare. Sh all w e not p ray  for it, sh a ll w e not c a r e fu lly  ob ­
serv e  and as c a r e fu lly  w eed  ou t o f  our h ea r ts  ev ery th in g  
that is out o f  h arm on y  w ith  love, good w ill, ben evo len ce?

“Clothe with life the weak intent,
Let me lie the thing I meant ;
Let me find in thine employ 
Peace ttmt dearer is than jo.v :
Out of self to love be led 
And to heav’n acclimated,
Until all things sweet and good 
Seem my nature’s habitude "

“ W e love him  b eca u se  h e  first loved  u s .”
God is  the  fo u n ta in  h ead  o f  love. I t  s ta r ted  w ith  him . It 

w a s the  benign  w arm th  o f  His lo v e  th a t aw a k en ed  resp on sive  
l ife  in us. A s th e  w a rm th  o f  th e  sun  in sp r in g -tim e ca lls  
to and ex p a n d s th e  h ea rt o f  th e  bud, w h eth er  It be a v io le t  
o r  a h u m b le d an d elion , so a k n o w led g e  o f  the F a th e r ’s lo v e  
w h ich  he h a s  a lrea d y  sh ow n  to u s  in th e  g if t  o f  h is  d earest  
prized  treasu re , Ids Son, h a s ca lled  to  and ex p a n d ed  our 
h e a r t s ,  w h eth er they  he m ore o r  le s s  nobly tilted  w ith  a body.

1 OVING GOD’S OWN
" If a man say . I love God and h n tetli h is  brother, lie is  a 

liar for la* that lo v eth  not h is  b ro ther  w hom  tie hath  
seen , cannot love God w hom  he h a th  not se en .”

H ere is th e  nth  on the  flesh o f  the n ew  crea tu re . T he  
tondouev is to con jure  up a se n tim e n ta l conception  o f God,
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winch is really  an em bodiment of our own desires and p re f­
erences, and to say  th a t we love th a t kind of God and a t 
the sam e tim e ignore those upon whom the Lord has set 
his love. I f  God loves them , so m ust we love them.

T h is passage does not m ean th a t  we are  to love the L ord’s 
people because of th e ir various and num erous im perfections, 
bu t ra th e r  in spite  of them. T he ir flesh m ay or may not be 
a ttrac tiv e  to us (the  probabilities a re  th a t it will not be) ; 
but we a re  not called upon to  love flesh, even our own, but 
ra th e r  the image o f C hrist in the L ord’s people. To see the 
image of C hrist we have need of f a i th ; for we actually  see 
only a fragm en t here and a fragm ent there. B ut by various 
tests it can be dem onstrated  to be present, very much as we 
test its  presence in ourselves.

The inexperienced mind finds it difficult to believe that 
w ater is the p rincipal elem ent in the wood of a lead pencil. 
Vet w ater and carbon a re  alm ost the only substances there. 
It can be easily dem onstrated  by fire. So the presence of 
the image of C hrist is now here more easily  discerned, if  it 
be there, than in the fire of tr ia l and in the tests of fa ith ­
fulness. The record which we have of the faith fu lness of 
C h ris t’s follow ers down through the gospel age becomes 
strong evidence to  us of the im age of C hrist in th e ir  lives. 
We love and adm ire fa ith fu lness and can readily  see th a t 
if some of God’s sp irit in th e ir  Im perfect organism s makes 
an adm irab le  showing to us, then surely the au th o r and 
source of th a t sp irit is much more to be adm ired than  any 
Im perfect child of his.

THE NEW COMMANDMENT
“And tins comm andment have we from him, th a t he who 

loveth God love his b ro ther also.”
The com m andm ent w hich Jehovah gave us w as through 

his Son, who is the H ead over all things to the church w hich 
is his body. I lis  Son s a id : “A new com m andm ent I  give 
unto you, T hat ye love one another, as I  have loved you”. 
(John  1 3 :3 4 ) A perfect exam ple lias been se t us by oar 
Lord Jesus. He gave him self unstin ting ly  fo r the blessing 
and benefit of his disciples. l ie  not only instructed  them  
and did many useful things for them, but lie gave h im se lf, 
the deep in te rest of his heart in th e ir w elfare, and con­
tinued to do so, even unto death.

This comm andment is the one involving sacrifice. T here 
are  the basic dem ands of divine law  th a t we shall love God 
w ith all our heart, soul, mind, and streng th  and our neigh­
bors as ourselves, but these dem ands a re  made of a ll in te lli­
gent creatures. No one is required  to en te r Into a contract 
of sacrifice, but once having entered vo lun tarily  it  is incum ­
bent upon the con tractor to be fa ith fu l. And it  is thl» 
ground th a t is covered in th is com m andm ent w hich we have 
from him. We cannot lay ju s t claim to being our L ord’* 
disciples, o r learners, unless we have love fo r h is b re th re n ; 
for “by th is shall all men know th a t ye a re  my disciples, if 
ye have love one for another".—John 13: 35.

JOHN ON THE ISLE OF PATMOS
-------- M abch  14 —  R evelation  1 : 4 - 1 8 ----------

THE INTRODUCTION — ANNOUNCEMENT OF MESSIAH'S COMING AND 1I1S RECEPTION ON EARTH — JOHN’S PERSECUTION 
BECAUSE OE FAITHFULNESS— THE SEVEN CHURCHES— THE GLORIFIED REDEEMER — VICTORY OVER DEATH

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yea and for ever."— Hebrews t j  8.

R EVELATION is  a book of symbolic im agery. F re ­
quently the symbols cannot be pu t into p icture  form, 
but each m etaphor has a real m eaning and these 

m eanings m ake good sense.
In some respects the en tire  first chapter is an in troduc­

tion, but more specifically is th is true  of the first eight 
verses. The message as a whole is addressed “to the seven 
churches which are  in A sia” ; th a t is, there were particu la r 
p a rts  addressed to individual churches, though all th a t is 
said  w as intended to apply to all the churches. It is quite 
generally  agreed th a t these seven churches are  rep resen ta­
tive of all the stages of the church of th is gospel age. 
To th ink  o therw ise would be to a ttach  more im portance to 
those seven com paratively sm all churches of Asia Minor 
than  they seem to deserve ; and would imply an ignoring of 
o ther churches more num erous and more influential than 
th ey ; as, fo r instance, th e  churches a t Jerusalem , a t Antioch. 
C orinth, Colosse, Philippi, Thessalonica, etc.

John  a t the tim e of the trance vision was a prisoner, 
exiled to the Isle of Patinos, a penal colony of those days, 
an island alm ost uninhabitable, rocky, barren . Today there 
a re  no less th an  six m onasteries and chapels on its  inhospit­
able crags. The crim e fo r w hich the Apostle suffered th is 
punishm ent w as fa ith fu lness as the mouthpiece of the Lord.

W hen the vision w as seen, thought to be about 96 A. D.. 
S t. John m ust have been a venerable personage of a t least 
ninety. H e w as ostracized from  society in a very literal 
sense of th a t word, bu t it  is m anifest th a t h is lack of favor 
w ith the  w orld w as more than  m ade up by f a r  g rea ter 
sto res of favor from  God the F a ther. The revelations more 
than  offset h is persecutions.

LIFE’S COMPENSATIONS
Likewise the blessed understanding  of his revelations 

which the Lord has g ran ted  h is church a t  th is  end of the 
gospel age fa r  m ore than  offset the various experiences 
which in h is providence have come upon the people of the 
Lord. H is assurance is th a t all th ings shall w ork together 
fo r good to those who love God. to those who are  called

according to iiis purpose. W hoever rests his fa ith  securely 
upon th is prom ise may indeed count all things earth ly  as 
refuse in comparison w ith the excellency of the knowledge 
of C hrist Jesus our Lord.

Tile seventh verse gives us a proclam ation concerning the 
second advent of our Lord Jesus. I t p ic tures him as com­
ing in tlie clouds of heaven. The language rem inds one of 
(lie u tterance  of our Lord him self on th is sam e po in t: "And 
then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and 
then shall all the tribes of ea rth  mourn, and they shall see 
(lie Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven w ith power 
and g rea t glory". (M atthew  2 4 :3 0 ) The Prophet Daniel 
had long before foretold the sam e th ing : “ I saw  in the 
night visions, and, behold, there came w ith  the clouds of 
heaven one like unto a Son of m an,” e tc .—D aniel 7 :13 .

G reat clouds of dism al obscurity and confusion have been 
hanging in the ecclesiastical heavens, pa rticu la rly  since 
they alm ost lmd the world converted and were ju s t on the 
verge of establish ing the M illennium w ithout C h ris t’s a id— 
and then the bloodiest w ar of all h is to ry  broke o u t! I t  was 
enough to confuse any one not acquainted w ith the divine 
purposes. B ut the confusion had  really  hung over ecclesi- 
asticism  for many years p rio r to the g rea t w ar. The sun. 
the gospel message, had been darkened in its  going forth . 
(Isa iah  1 3 :1 0 ) The gospel message, ns contained In the 
Bible w ent fo rth  most w onderfully in the hundred  years 
prior to the g rea t w ar, bu t its  simple and com paratively 
plain m eaning w as obscured In the m inds of the people by 
an adm ix tu re  of church-state-ism , or the theory  of estab lish ­
ing C hris t’s kingdom by hum an political means. The final 
effect of the g rea t tim e of trouble w ill be to  prove th a t it Is 
as a “destruction  from  the A lm ighty”.—Isa iah  13: 6.

JEW AND GENTILE TO PERCEIVE
Slowly every eye w ill perceive the real situation , even the 

Jew s who pierced him. All k indreds of th e  e a r th  shall be in 
sorrow  and d is tress by the tim e of the establishm ent of 
M essiah’s kingdom and, in fact, because e f  th a t very 
es tab lish m en t; for many th inzs now held dear In the hearts
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of the people will hove to be token owoy before the pu rer 
Joys anti less selfish pleasures which C hrist will Rive them 
can be dispensed.

The Lord then Identified him self definitehy w ith the Revela- 
tion message, saying th a t he is the first and the last, the 
“Being", the "W as1', the “Coming”, the “All-holding" One 
Since his resurrection  our Lord says of him self th a t he lias 
all power in heaven and ea rth  (M atthew  2 8 :1 8 ) , and 
fu rth e r testim ony of his power is given by the w rite r of 
Hebrews, saying th a t he is “upholding all things by the 
word of his pow er”.—H ebrews 1 : I!.

The sim plicity of the Apostle’s introduction to this most 
w onderful book is w orthy of note. l ie  did not w rite  the 
title  of the book its it appears in our common version Bibles, 
which reads “The Itevelation of S t.Jo h n , the D ivine”, that 
is to say, the Revelation of S t.Jo h n . Doctor of Divinity. 
On the contrary , John claim s no credit fo r the revelation ; 
It was not h is;  bu t sis he d istinctly  explains, it w as a revela­
tion from our Lord Jesus C hrist which God gave him. Nor 
was it even to John in any special sense, but as he declares. 
It was to God's “ servants", and sent by his "servan t John"

PLAINNESS AND HONESTY

This sim plicity, common to all the apostles, commends 
them to us as men of humble minds, as being the very kind 
of men we should expect the Lord to use as special servants 
and m essengers to his people. This plainness and unaffect­
edness is in s trik ing  contrast w ith the pomposity of many 
of those who claim  to be the ir pupils and fellow servants, 
and who often delight in the titles of Reverend. Right 
Reverend, Very Reverend. His Holiness, Doctor of D ivinity, 
and others. In proportion as the sp irit of the w orld is 
quenched by the sp irit of C hrist and in proportion as the 
Lord’s people a re  zealous in seeking and finding the "old 
paths” (Je rem iah  0 . Hi), in th a t sam e proportion do these 
hum an titles  which seem so much to the world and to B ain - 
Ion come to appear vain, inappropriate, deceptive.

Instead  of adding loud and boastful titles lo his name, a* 
Bishop, O verseer of all the C hurches of Asia Minor, we find 
John in troducing him self as “your b ro ther’’, as the com pan­
ion of all sa in ts in tribulation , and in the kingdom, and in 
the patien t endurance of suffering fo r Christ Jesus. He wa* 
sh a re r w ith C hrist, as a member of his body in his alllictions. 
In his endurance, and prospectively a jo in t heir in his 
kingdom ; and in all th is he was the bro ther of all fellow 
disciples, sh a re rs  of the same sufferings, and prospectively 
of the sam e glory.

It is generally understood that John had already been 
severly persecuted; yet w ith rem arkable modesty, he passes 
over not only his previous service for the tru th , which had 
brought him his persecution, but also lie passes lightly over 
the persecution itself, merely noting that he was on the 
Isle of I’atm os because of his fidelity to the Word of God 
and the testim ony that Jesus was the C hrist

“MIND NOT HIGH THINGS”
This plainness, this absence of boastfulness so noticeable 

In tlie w ritings of all the apostles, commends them and 
their words to our attention , and m arks them as not being 
in the m inistry  for the gratification of vanity or for the 
seeking of ea rth ly  rew ards of any kind, but simply as the 
servan ts of God who delighted to do his will, and to tell the 
good tidings to  the u tte r  ignoring of themselves, excepting in 
s o  fa r as m ention of them selves and the ir affairs m ight be 
necessary and helpful to the church.

All of the L ord ’s follow ers do well to note th is ch a rac te r­
istic of the M aster, and of those whom he specially chose 
to be h is follow ers and our exem plars. In proportion ns 
we a tta in  to the  Lord’s sp irit it will sim ilarly  m anifest 
itself In our sentim ents and conduct.

The Apostle says th a t he w as in the sp irit on the L ord ’s 
day ; th a t is, he w as in a trance. A trance  w as here used of 
the Ixm l as being, doubtless, the best m ethod of im pressing 
these highly symbolic p ictures on the mind of h is servan t 
John. No au thoriza tion  is given us fo r expecting trances 
and no direction is given us to try  to place ourselves in a 
trance condition. W ithout some basis fo r expecting visions

and revelations (and there is none lor the church now) it 
would be nothing short of conceit for us to try  to add to the 
divine revelations in any m anner And to attem pt to put 
ourselves in a trance condition w ithout divine direction 
would be to lay ourselves extrem ely liable to the baneful 
iiilluence of the demons, the fallen and wicked angels.

Presum ably John referred  to the first day of the week, 
now generally called Sunday. I t is peculiarly to us the L ord’s 
day, the day on which our Lord rose from the dead, and on 
which all I lie prom ises of God’s Word received life and on 
which our hopes through Christ were quickened. It is, 
perhaps, not unreasonable to understand this expression, 
“ llie Lord's day." lo apply m some m easure to the great 
Millennial day, and to mean tha t John in vision was carried 
down the stream  of time to the day of C hrist, the Lord's 
da.v. But lo confine the m eaning of tlie expression to the 
Millennial day exclusivelj. would be to ignore the fact that 
the larger proportion of John 's vision related not to the 
Millennial dav. hut to the intervening time.

THE VOICE BEHIND HIM

And how appropriate  it was that our Lord, who arose on 
the first day of the week, and who most frequently  m ani­
fested his resurrection  [lowers on th a t day. should on the 
same day reveal him self and certain  great instructions to the 
church, thus honoring fu rth e r the  sam e day of the week. 
It is no wonder therefore that C hris tian  people from the 
very earliest limes have held the first day of the week in 
special reverence as the symbol of the fulfillm ent of all their 
hiqies. w hereof God gave assurance in the resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus on th is day.

The Apostle's atten tion  was first a ttrac ted  by the trum pet- 
Iike voice of Jesus from behind him. The tact th a t the 
location is mentioned a t all implies th a t it has a special 
symhnlic meaning It signifies tha t the commencement of 
t h i s  message w a s  n o t  i n  John’s d a v  n o i  from some fu tu re  
time, lad that the t h i n g s  t o  lie revealed had already begun, 
ami were already to some extent in the past—the voice from 
behind g o i n g  clear back, as some of the fea tu res of the book 
s h o w ,  to t lie time of our Lord's earth ly  ministry.

Tiie trumpet voice directed th a t its  message be w ritten 
and sent to the seven churches named. There were seven 
c h i n c h e s  in Asia Minor corresponding to those mentioned bv 
name in th is connection ; but while th is revelation may have 
been applicable lo them in some m anner or degree it was evi­
dently in but a small measure. Those seven churches of 
Asia Minor, we understand, were chosen of the Lord as 
symbols representing seven different epochs in the history 
of the one true church of C hrist, from Pentecost day to the 
gathering to the Lord of the last grain of wheat in the end 
of this gospel age

TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES

The messages given to these churches—conveyed to in 
in the second and th ird  chapte rs—are very rem arkable for 
many reasons Ephesus, Sardis, and Laoilicea are  addressed 
as to the degree of the ir cap itu lation  to sin, while Smyrna, 
T hyatirn , and Philadelphia tire addressed as to the degree 
of the ir victory over sin. No reproof is given to Smyrna 
and Philadelphia and no comm endation is offered for Sardis 
and Laodicea. I t is an in teresting  historical fact that at 
the cities of Sm yrna and Philadelphia, concerning which 
churches no reproof w as given, and at T hyatira , where 
warm comm endation and slight reproof was offered, there 
have alw ays been some believers ; while at the o ther place* 
the congregations once ex istent have been entirely  effaced

To each of the seven stages of the church the Lord 
describes him self in different language To Ephesus he is 
‘he th a t holdeth the seven sta rs , and w alketh among the 
seven gold lam pstands’ ; to Sm yrna he is ‘the first and 
last, the dead and living one' ; to Pergam os he is ‘he that 
hath the sharp  two-edged sw ord’ : to the church a t T hyatira  
he ‘hath  eyes like fire and feet like fine b r a s s '; to S ard is he 
is the one ‘th a t ha th  the seven sp irits  and the seven s t a r s ' . 
to Philadelphia ‘the holy, the true, the holder of David's 
key ': and to Laodicea he is ‘the Amen, the fa ith fu l w itness, 
the beginning of the creation of God’
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The prom ises which are  made h\ the Lord Jesus to the 
la ith fu l reianm it of each of these seven stages a re  likewise 
•different. They seem to be peculiarly  appropriate  to the 
things suffered during  those different i>eriods—even as 
th a t phase of our Lord 's re lationship  to the church which 
« i t s  most calculated to bring encouragem ent under the si>e- 
■citic circum stances is used for each church. The figure 
under which blessing is prom ised in each of the first three 
cases is draw n more particu la rly  from e a rth ’s past h is to ry : 
th e  fa ith fu l of Ephesus were encouraged by being told th a t 
they should ea t of the tree  of life which is in the paradise 
of God. T his p icture  is plainly draw n from Eden. The 
■overcmners of Sm yrna w ere prom ised im m unity from i  a 
throes of second dea th —this prom ise following the one of 
the tree of life, even as sin and death had followed Eden. 
T he fa ith fu l ones of I’ergnm os were prom ised to ea t of 
the  hidden m anna, tin apparen t reference to the w ilderness 
experiences of the Jew s, as the church was also in a w ilder­
ness stage a t th a t time.

THYATIRA, SARDIS, PHILADELPHIA

To the conquerors of T h y a tira  a double prom ise is ex­
tended, one figure being draw n from  the D avidic glory of 
the fleshly church (pow er over the nations) and the o ther 
from  the Solomonic splendor of Israel (the  m orning s ta r ) . 
From th a t point on the prom ises are  not m ade so much in 
e a r th ly  as in heavenly figures. T his is also true  of the 
h itte r ha lf of the prom ise to T hyatira . Before Sard is was 
held the personal standing  of the victors in the ir re la tion ­
ship to tlie holy city : they were to w ear w hite raim ent, and 
not to have th e ir nam es blotted out of the book of life.

Philadelphia was evidently  in need of the prom ises th a t 
they should be p illa rs in the tem ple of God and th a t they 
should have God’s nam e w ritten , or God’s ch arac te r traced 
in them. These prom ises laid to do w ith  the ir civic stand ­
ing in the heavenly city. To the overcom ers o f  Laodicea 
m ention is made of th e ir  official s tand ing : they shall s it w ith  
C hris t in his throne, even as he overcam e and sa t down w ith 
Jehovah in his g rea te r throne.

T here is a g radual low ering of sp iritua lity  throughout the 
period covered by the seven churches, though it takes a re l­
atively upw ard tu rn  w ith every o ther stage. Sm yrna, T hya­
tira , and Philadelphia are  little  hilltops, so to speak, while 
Laodicea, looking a t the g rea t m ass th a t nam es th e  name 
of C hrist, sinks to the lowest depths until she has lost 
sigh t of the standards, and so fa r  from knowing th a t she 
is weak and poor and naked and blind, she really  thinks 
herself to be very pow erful and rich and adorned and to 
have need of nothing but w hat she can get from sources 
o th e r than  her Lord.

T here is a certa in  o rder in all these messages th a t is 
w orthy of n o te :

I A ddress a n d  S a luta tio n
(1) Tlie address
(2) The title  of speaker

11 M a in  T opics
(3) The encomium
(4) The reproof
(5) The warning

I I I  C o n cluding  P r o m ises
(0) The promise to overcomers
(7) The solemn appeal to attention

SYMBOL'S OF CHRIST’S WORKS

When John heard the voice he tu rned  and looked to see 
who it was th a t spoke. He saw  in symbol, as we may now- 
see w ith  the eye of fa ith , one like a Son of man, like a 
hum an being and. priest, as implied by th e  clothing worn, 
w alking among the seven golden Inm pstands, caring  for 
them, trim m ing the wicks, seeing to the supply of oil, 
etc. We see th a t our Lord .Tesus, our glorified M aster, 
although absent from us, has been present w ith h is church 
through the past near nineteen centuries, protecting  the In­
te rests  of h is cause and directing  in respect to all of his 
people’s affairs, especially inspecting and caring fo r the 
church as a liglit-boarer, a candlestick. Alas, how feeble the 
light th a t 1ms sometimes shown out into the darkness of the

world, how much of trim m ing has been necessary and how 
much more may yet lie necessary !

In the Tabernacle, and subsequently in the Temple of Sol­
omon. the golden candlesticks or Inm pstands w ere placed by 
ihe Lord 's directions. The.v were not seven candlesticks, 
but one stick w ith seven branches, representing  the whole 
church, the complete church during  this gospel age. But 
here in Kevelation the sam e candlestick or lam pstand is 
brought to our a tten tion , the p a rts  being separated . The 
unity  of the relationship  between them is supplied by our 
itedeem er, the antitypical High Briest. The lam pstand sym ­
bolized the Lord’s nominal people of th is gospel age. in­
cluding h is true  members. I t holds fo rth  the light of life, 
the light th a t shines in the darkness and concerning which 
he directed th a t it should be let shine before men th a t they 
might see our good w orks and glorify the F a th e r in heaven.

REPROOFS AND ENCOURAGEMENTS

A las! The M aster found but few good works, but little  
glorifying light shining out from h is ea rth ly  representatives 
in many of these epochs. T his is plainly indicated by the 
na tu re  of his messages, his chldings, and his encourage­
m ents. which were given to each of these stages of the 
church, represented by the d ifferent lam pstands.

I t  would be a m istake to regard  the word p icture  of verses 
th irteen  to sixteen as a p o rtra it of our Lord in glory. I t is 
a symbolical p icture merely. H e will not look ns here  de­
scribed when we see him as he is, and behold h is beauty, the 
fa ire s t among ten thousand. T his sym bolical picture, nev­
ertheless, has precious lessons fo r us, more useful than  an 
a ttem pt to describe to our m inds the appearance of our 
Lord as a sp irit being, “dw elling in light which no man can 
approach unto ,” and which we cannot possibly appreciate  until 
we shall be changed and be like him  and see him as he Is.

The whole body w as covered, o r hidden from  sight, by a 
robe, only the head, the hand, and the feet being exposed to 
view, thus agreeing w ith the explanation  given us by the 
Apostle Paul (1 C orin th ians 1 2 :1 2 -3 1 )  in which he repre­
sents tlie whole church as being the body of C hrist and 
members in particu lar, but pointing out th a t some of the 
members of the church may occupy the position of an eye 
or an ear o r a tongue, and o thers the position of feet. 
T hus the Lord would be p resen t w ith  his people by his sp irit 
in them, using different mem bers of the body to accomplish 
for h is body different services.

T his covering of the body may possibly represent the 
fact th a t the glory of C hris t w as m anifest in Jesus ' own 
person, the Head, in h is own m in istry  and in th a t of his 
twelve apostles, his representatives, and th a t w ith their 
death  the body of tru th  was alm ost completely vailed 
throughout the eighteen centuries in tervening un til now, the 
harvest time, the end of the age. T here the feet members 
have had illum ination so th a t they may shine forth , not 
ns the H ead bu t as polished brass.

“WHAT MANNER OF PERSONS?”

When we th ink  of the g rea t advantage every way which 
we of the present tim e possess, we a re  Inclined to say, W hat 
m anner of persons ought we to be in all holiness of living 
and God-likeness. We who have the focused rays of divine 
inspiration  and revelation from  the past six  thousand years 
shining .upon us w ith alm ost burning brightness, how it 
should consume in us all the  dross of selfishness, how it 
should purify  us. how hum ble it should m ake us, how we 
should be e ien  in our flesh polished, bright, lum inous rep­
resen tatives and am bassadors of the glorious H ead and of 
I he mem bers of the C hris t!

The head, w ith  its  w hite h a irs  corresponding to the 
A ncient of D ays of D aniel's vision (D aniel 7 :9 ) ,  is not to 
tench us th a t our Lord in glory lias the form  of a man, 
and ha irs  th a t a re  w hite, bu t is m erely suggestive and 
symbolic of venerableness, of knowledge, experience, wisdom. 
The fiery or electric glance of his eyes should sim ilarly  be 
understood to represen t penetra ting  intelligence, and nbility 
to see and to know everything perta in ing  to his people, his 
church.. He is not deceived by ou tw ard  form s or ceremonies, 
however sanctim onious, bu t can and does read every thought
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and in ten t of the heart. The contem plation of h is glance 
should of itself purge and purify  our hearts  and pu t fa r  
from us everything which would have his disapproval.

The mouth, from which proceeded the sharp, two-edged 
sword. is not to tell us th a t this is the real appearance of 
our Lord in glory, hut merely to symbolize to us th a t his 
words in his church a re  to be as tlie sw ord of the spirit, 
which the Apostle declares to be sharper than  any two- 
edged sword, discerning the thoughts and in ten ts of the 
heart, dividing and classifying h is people, and separating  
from his elect every im pure th ing and every unstable element.

VOICE OF MANY WATERS
Ilis  voice, as the sound of many w aters, might be under­

stood to mean th a t the Lord can and does speak to his 
church now as the purling  and rippling w aters of the brook, 
and again  as the roar of the m ighty deep. This is true, 
but it is more likely intended to mean th a t many peoples, 
nations, nnd languages, as elsew here explained in th is book, 
would be found instrum en tal in tran sm ittin g  the message 
of our Lord. Mnny tongues, m any languages have been 
employed in the spreading of h is Word.

The hand, in w hich w ere seven sta rs , is sim ilarly  to be 
understood as a symbolic p a rt of the vision, representing the 
Lord's power applied to  and operating  in his church. The 
s ta rs , as the account explains, a re  angels or messengers, or 
special servan ts of the church in each epoch. The in tim a­
tion is th a t the Lord would recognize in his church, in 
each of its  seven stages or developm ents, one rep resen ta­
tive through whom he would especially address and Instruct 
Ins people and whom he would especially hold or keep 
a-- his instrum ent.

It is th is  One whom we know and recognize as the 
in structo r and care taker of the candlesticks, the churches, 
whom we a re  to recognize also as having in his righ t hand, 
in b is favor as well as in h is power, these seven stars. To 
Revelation 12: 1 the church is p ictured  as a w oman cro wned 
w ith twelve stars. These s ta rs  evidently represent the 
twelve apostles as the special ligh ts of the church. Sim­
ilarly  in the p icture  before us the seven s ta rs  which the 
Imrd holds in h is righ t hand seem to represen t special light- 
liearers In the church, in each of Its seven phases or 
developments.

I t will be noticed th a t the messages to the various churches 
are  all addressed through these s ta rs  o r m essengers or angels 
of the churches, as though he would have us understand  that 
the appropriate  message fo r each tim e or epoch in the 
church’s experience would be sent by the la ird  through a 
p a rticu la r s ta r  o r m essenger whom he would especially com­
mission ns a representative. Our I>ord h im self is pictured 
by the g rea t light of the sun and his special messengers 
in the church throughout the en tire  iieriod are  consistently 
enough represented as stars.

STARLIGHT AND CANDLELIGHT

Tin' difference between the figures of the s ta r  and tlie 
camllesi ick is m an ifest: the s ta rlig h t is the heavenly light, 
ihe sp iritual enlightenm ent or instruction. The lam plight is 
the earthly light, representing obedience nnd conform ity to 
the hcavonl.y instrm  lions of those who constitu te  the L ord’s 
people in the woih! and who are exhorted not to put their 
light under a bushel but on a candlestick, and to let their 
light so shine as to glorify their F a th er in heaven.

It is not strange that John in v ision fell down as dead in 
the sight of this symbolical representation of t'lirist. The 
Apostle may tie considered as represent mg all of the Lord's

consecrated ones, who in his presence feel the ir own nothing­
ness. Upon all such he places his hand, some indication of 
itis power, and to thorn lie g i\es liis m essage: “F ear not, I 
am the first and the last, I am he th a t liveth and was dead 
and am alive for evermore, and have the keys of death and 
of the g rave”.—Compare Isaiah 0 :1 - 4 .

• inly those who fall as dead before the Lord, who receive 
ids message appreciatively and who are, as elsewhere ex­
pressed in tliis book, lieheaded. only such have fear ca6t out 
of them : and they alone may know th a t our Lord yvas the 
lirst born of all creation, and the la s t ;  th a t he w as the 
beginning of .Jehovah’s d irect w ork and the end of it, and 
th a t all beings and things w ere made by or through hint. 
(John 1:81 These also may know and appreciate  the fact 
that the Lord now liveth and in order to appreciate th is  
they m ust understand th a t he was actually  dead fo r p a rts  
of three days and not merely apparen tly  dead—th a t his soul 
was poured out unto death  and made an offering for sin. 
—Isaiah  5 3 :1 0 -1 2 .

DEATH AND THE GRAVE

To these also comes a w onderful message th a t this 
Redeemer, now glorified, has all power in respect to the 
release of our race from the great prison house of death, 
lie  has tlie keys, the au thority  and the technical ability  to 
accomplish all of Jehovah’s purposes as to the abolishm ent 
not only of hell, the grave, but also of the death  sentence 
and of all the effects of death. H is pow er to do these things 
rests upon the m erit of his ransom sacrifice, long since 
Mulshed on Calvary.

To the m ajority  of men the announcem ent th a t the portals 
of hell a re  to he unloosed is som ething dark  and meaningless, 
or worse Misled by error, they believe th a t Jesus w as not 
really dead, but rem ained alive always. M istaught th a t 
death holds no one. bu t th a t all a re  alive eitlier in bliss or 
in torm ent, they see rio force, beauty, or significance to this 
proclam ation. The idea of o]iening up hell seems nothing 
desirable to them. R ut it will really be in fulfillm ent of 
the prophecy made long ago to the l ’rophet Isa iah  and which 
our Lord applied to him self a t the beginning of h is earth ly  
m in is try : “The spirit of the la ird  Jehovah is upon m e; 
because Jehovah hath  anointed me to preach good tidings 
to the m eek : he h a th  sent me to bind up the broken hearted, 
to proclaim  liberty  to the captives, and the opening of th e  
prison to them th a t a re  bound”.— Isa. 61 : 1 ; Luke 4 : 16- -22.

OPENING THE PRISON
It will be a happy day for m ankind when C hris t Jesus 

appears before the bar o f divine justice  and takes over ttie 
in terests  of the hum an race, paying therefo r the m erit e f 
his ransom sacrifice and a t the same tim e sealing and estab­
lishing the New Covenant for the blessing of all the  fam ilies 
of earth . Then divine justice  will have an  ofTset price 
which will be satisfac to ry  w ithout the retention  of the p ris­
oners in death.

Those who are  called forth  from death  will lie instructed 
to the point where they will be able to approve the obedience 
of C hris t or the disobedience of Adam. If  they ra tify  
Adam’s conduct they will come under a sentence of death 
tha t will not he a ttribu tab le  to A dain; hence it will be the 
second or oilier death. If  they ra tify  the obedient course 
of Jesus they will lie helped along and enabled to a tta in  till 
th a t is necessary for their happiness and perfection and 
dual partic ipation  in the entrance or re-adm ission of the once 
sinner race through the gates into the city, the divine ami 
universal em pire - -Revelation 22 '1 4 .

THE MEMORIAL CELEBRATION

T 11K vernal equinox for 11120 falls on March 17, P h ila­
delphia time. The new moon nearest the spring equinox 
appears on the m orning of M arch 20, a t 5:56 o’clock. 

The month of Nisnn therefo re  begins to count w ith the 
evening of M arch 20; and the evening of April 2 w ill be 
the proper tim e to celebrate the m em orial of the institu tion  
of our dear Redeem er's antitypical Passowcr. The moon is

lull mi t-ho morning uf April 8 .it 8-55 <> clock. or oil the 
same day as our observance of t lie Memorial, Jew ish 
reckoning.

It so happens th a t April 2 is also Good Friday, as tha t 
day is observed by both Roman and Anglican Catholics. 
The following Sunday. April 4. is K aster Sunday—the first 
Sunday a fte r  the first full moon a fte r  the 20th of March.
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Ad the L ord’s people assemble a t ah appropria te  hour 
a f te r  sundown, say  7:30 o’clock, all m ay well striv e  to 
realize the solem nity of the fac ts suggested by the occasion. 
We a re  not o f the world, if  so be th a t we have given our­
selves fully to the Lord. I f  we were of the world the world 
would love its own : hut the world does not seem to love 
us. Ah well—

’’Let the world despise and leave me,
They have left my Savjor too ;

Former friends are wont to grieve me, 
Thou art faithful, thou art true.

"And while thou shalt smile upon me,
God of wisdom, love and might.

Foes may hate, and friends may scorn me. 
Show’ thy face and all Is bright.”

REPORT OF BRITISH BRANCH
M \ D ear B rother R utherford  :

I have much pleasure in sending the report of the work 
of the B ritish  B ranch d u ring  the year ju s t ended. Like 
ihose which preceded it the year 1919 w as one of happy 
service in the harvest field. I t  brought its m easure of 
t r ia ls ;  but while the B ritish  friends have shared  in the 
general tr ia ls  which the Lord lias allowed to come upon his 
people through the severity  of the times, they have been 
spared  the sharp  persecutions w hich th e ir b re th ren  in A m er­
ica and C anada have had to face. T his country has not yet 
felt the fiercest rush of the winds of trouble. No doubt the 
experience of o thers and the streng th  gained in these days 
of harder service will serve to settle  the bre th ren  fo r the 
tr ia ls  which will come w ith the storm  which, in the Lord’s 
order, is yet delayed.

When the general conditions are  taken into account the 
am ount of w ork accomplished shows well as a record. On 
file whole it may be said th a t the m easure of the activ ity  
w as about the same as the previous year.

COLPORTEUR WORK
In the colporteur service there  has been an average of 

twenty-five b rethren  wholly engaged in the work, and about 
ano ther ten regularly  using a p a r t of th e ir  time. Also many 
o thers have used some of the ir tim e in th is b lest service. 
The prices of the books had to be raised, and, na tu ra lly , th is 
som ewhat re tarded  sales. For Volumes I, II . and I I I  we 
now charge 2s. each, and for Volumes IV, V, and VI, 3s. 
each. V  is a p leasure to be able to say th a t the to tal 
c ircu la tion  of S cripture  S t u d ie s  fo r the year is 61,895.

D uring a p a r t of the year we had to depend upon the 
Head Office for some supplies. However, we w ere fo rtu ­
nate  enough to be able to place a considerable o rder for 
volumes while the m arket was in its most favorable condi­
tion, and apparen tly  we shall ho t lack supplies of the 
S t u d ie s  in the near fu tu re . O ur hearts  go ou t to the dear 
b re th ren  who have labored so consistently and arduously  in 
th is p a rt of the harvest- field. There is surely  rich rew ard 
fo r the dear b rethren  who carry  the m essage from  door to 
door and who never know w hat kind of response they will 
meet from those to whom they seek to m inister the heavenly 
things. The circulation of the books such as M a n n a s , 
Po e m s , S e r m o n s , S c e na r io s , etc., am ounts to 17,598, and of 
booklets of all kinds over 18,000.

VOLUNTEER WORK
This phase of the w ork has been much reduced in volume 

ow ing to the difficulties of paper supply and because we 
w ere placed under obligation not to c ircu late  more than  
a  com paratively sm all num ber of tracts, and also because 
we are  w aiting  lead from the Head Office as to w hat 
would be su itab le  m a tte r fo r d istribution . O ur circulation 
altogether has been 1,549.000. We have besides th is d is­
tribu ted  throughout London and the provinces 1,080,000 
folders advertising  public m eetings each conveying a mes­
sage from the Word of tru th . These folders represen t only 
th e  meetings arranged  for through the office. T here have 
been many o thers d istribu ted  by the brethren  who have 
copied the office m atte r and style. A new issue of 2,000,000 
B. S. M's, “Hope for D istressed H um anity .” is prin ted , and 
Is going into circulation Already the demand is much 
g rea te r than the supply.

PILGRIM SERVICE
T ins has been much brisker than  in any previous year. 

At present there are  seven pilgrim s trm e lin g  among the 
brethren , and a total of 1,300 visits have been made, 
Each of these dear b rethren , while enjoying the m in is tra ­

tion, report much blessing and sp iritu a l refreshm ent to 
themselves, and it is a p leasure to us to hear regularly  
from them th a t the classes are, generally  speaking, loyal 
and true  to the w ork of the Lord and earnes t in  the ir 
endeavors to serve him. The B ritish  friends are, we be­
lieve, closer to each o ther and more un ited  th an  a t any 
o ther tim e in the h istory  of the w ork of th is country. 
T his is as it should be, for we have had so much experi­
ence of the grace and blessing of the Lord tha t, were it 
otherw ise, there would be much in g ra titude  m anifested.

CONVENTIONS
We have had more conventions than  usual. A ltogether a 

total of 13 were held. Some of these were com paratively 
small, but all were seasons of refreshing, and th is w as so 
from tlie London and Glasgow conventions which were the 
largest, to the sm aller ones where perhaps only 200 attended.

PUBLIC WORK
The prospects of tlie work a re  good. The public seem to 

receive our message w ith more in terest th a n  ever. I t  is 
com paratively easy for us to get a num ber of people together. 
About 200 public m eetings have been held. The attendance 
has ranged from 100 to 3,300. The most productive of the 
topics was “The W orld has Ended—M illions Now Living 
May Never D ie”. A t p resent we a re  again using the old but 
ever in teresting  “ W here are  the D ead?” trac ts . We look 
forw ard  to a tim e of g rea te r activ ity , and a re  rejoicing in 
the prospect of sharing  in the L ord’s new work.

PASTORAL WORK
The I’asto ra l work still continues, and  is being used of 

the Lord. We have found it to be a most efficient gleaning 
instrum ent. Those who have been most closely associated 
w ith it have g rea t enthusiasm  fo r it.

BRITISH BRANCH SUMMARY
O u t pu t  for Year  E n d in g  October 31, 1919

STUDIES, all volumes....................................................................... 61,895
BOOKS : Mannas, Poems, Scenarios, Sermons, etc...............  17,598
Booklets ................................................................................................ 18,105
Bible Students-M onthly .................................................................. 1,241,000
Volunteer Drama...............................................................................  183,549
Free Scenarios....................................................................................  26,750
Hell Towers...........................................................................................  19,850
Booklet Tracts.....................................................................................  78,759

T o t a l ........................................................  1,549,908
Tract I’ages........................................................................................... 14,152,864
P u b l i c  M e e t i n g s  : London, 57; Country, 143.
F o l d e r s  : 1,081,600.
L e t t e r s  : Despatched 22,743 ; Received 20,021.

GENERAL
The num ber of le tte rs received during the year was 

20.021 and we despatched 22,743; to ta l 42,764.
The office force has been kept busy. W e are  few er in 

num ber than  form erly, but loving and w illing service has 
enabled the w ork to proceed well. All of the London Bethel 
fam ily a re  united  in loving harm ony and desire to serve; 
and so from center to circum ference we can say we are  a 
happy fam ily in the Lord.

We voice the desire of all the B ritish  brethren  when we 
say th a t we would be very glad if in the L ord’s providence 
you could come over here. I t  would indeed be a joy if we 
could have renewed by your presence witli us the happy 
fellowship we have previously enjoyed.

W ith w arm  love,
I am, dear B ro ther R utherford ,

Your bro ther and servant,
J. H em erv



l e t t e r s  f r o m  f a r  a n d  n e a r

READ THE LAST FIRST

D kak B rethren  :
Greetings in the mime of our glorious Bridegroom in whose 

purity we stand!
I am exceedingly glad of ilus privilege of writing you. 

I'm sure the words of my feeble vocabulary are inadequate 
to express the depth of my appreciation and gratitude to my 
loving heavenly Father for the precious “Finished Mystery". 
It was (lie first volume of Sri d i e s  i n  t h e  Script! ia:s (hat 
l had ever rend. 'Idle \ismn which was revealed In me was 
marvelous beyond expression. I fully believed all tilings 
therein, and al lirst it seemed as if the harvest laid passed, 
summer laid ended and I was not saved, but as 1 continued 
reading I gained a Hearer conception of "the deep things of 
God" and realized that lie must have a 'Town reserved for 
tin* or la* wouldn't have opened my eyes of understanding 
Truly its message was shaip as a two-edged sword, destroy­
ing ad the error and feat*" which Inal been impressed on my 
mind since childhood and revealing to toe the true glorious 
character of mir loving heavenly Father. I was stirred to 
Immediate action: l drew nmh to him and he drew nigh to 
ua* and the ! ransfm nmiu inlluence began and has continued 
--all praNe and thanks to his holy name.

I (-an now dearly set* whore tlx* Lord, for seveial veins 
past, has permitted me to pass through various experiences, 
which produced mi me tlx* proper attitude of mmd to receive 
these wonderful truths when his due time arrived to present 
them to nun 'Fix* Ford knovoih them that are Ins and has 
various means of separating them from Babylon, and truly 
Volume 7 was the instrument used by him in showing me 
the way to glory, honor, and immortality. Thorough medita­
tion, prayer and study lx* lias enabled me to fathom more 
and more of his wonderful character and at times I am 
almost overcome, when I '•ee his glorious attributes working 
in such perfect harmony, in every detail of his divine plan.

When I pass beyond to my home in glory. I'm sure my 
memory chambers will still retain the sweet vision drawn 
fey our kind heavenly Father mid revealed to mo tliroiifrli 
“The Finished Mystery" To me il seems ns n true fountain 
of pure waters

Your sKter I>\ his {.race,
M r s . H o y  B v i m i i k v  ( h i t

I BD BOTH TO CONSECRATE 

D ear B r e t h r e n  :
Greetings in our beloved Bridegroom's name! I lane been 

tn the truth for two years and often during that period T 
have wished to write you, but realizing your time must be 
greatly taxed I have refrained from doing so, but have been 
pouring out my heartfelt gratitute to our Father and always 
remembering you at his throne of grace. Recently Brother 
Rutherford visited us and I was greatly privileged in fellow- 
shiping with him and lie suggested I carry out my desire 
and write, telling how 1 received the truth.

I was spending all my time in pleasure and didn't belong 
to, or believe in, any church when present truth found me. 
I had not looked at my Bible for ten years, with the excep­
tion of once, when I began to read Revelation; lad not 
Understanding it, 1 laid il aside. However, in October It) 17 
we were having our apartment papered and the paporhangor 
sold me Volume 7. He asked me if I understood Revelation. 
I, of course, said, No Then lie told me he had a hook that 
explains it ver.se by ver-e 1 bought il

I had nover heard of the I ruth, ami knew no one m tin* 
truth, nor laid I heard oi mir beloved I’astor up to that lime 
I lead tile Revelation portion of Volume 7. made a full 
eon-ecralion, found tin1 ela — and got the other six volumes 
At lirst I wouldn't attend anv oilier study hut Volume 7.

I wanted my husband to sou vlial llie l.nrd laid given me. 
although lie didn't gel much eluinee a s  1 was continually 
reading the hook m.vself lie attended till' iirsl meeting, 
simply because I asked him to go wilh me I asked him 
what he thought of it. and lie replied, "i couldn't under.stand 
a word of it. hut those people ate genuine, and what im­
presses me is they take up no collection. That's the first 
time f ever get something for nothing.”

On tlie day follow ing lie went out of town on business and 
said, “ Where is that book you are bothering me to read?” 
He read it on the train and also consecrated. So you see, 
dear brethren, we are some of the fruits of your sufferings. 
"Some will be cast into prison for the body's sake."

I saw the whole of the plan from Volume 7, with the 
exception of the great company. I couldn’t understand a 
olass of people who lost out through lack of appreciation.
I didn't get 111is straigiilened out until I had been in the 
truth for nine mouths Then I saw the great company from 
1 lie Song of Solomon

We do thank our Father for giving ns the truth, and as 
we see the Master's great design, "our hearts we raise in 
i overeat ec-tnsy of wonder, love, and praise".

Your sistor by div me favor.
K v n v v  K  K e x i  <,)ne.

APPRECIATES THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH
1 U. vi: Bin l liia.N •

II -eems mool to diavv a comparison Twixt those of the 
opposition and the Society, inasmuch as certain bait is being 
used lo "draw uvvav disciples" Firstlv. they “work" oil the 
-y m pat 1 lies of the friends ; ii.nl cite in si unco a Her instance (?) 
where the present management lack the -jiini of tin' Master.

I low the Wvrin Tnvvi.i: di tiers m its text matter from 
llml of Hie various opposition publications! The former is 
all meal, whereas the latter are one round after another of 
caustic criticism and abuse. Cannot such see that with tile 
saint- there is lull one l.ord and one-faith and one spirit? 
Of necessity there could not lie two rights, hence the diver­
gence must become wider and more so. How much more in 
accord with Bible love that we honor those who braved all 
manner of odium and heart-crucifixion for the lifting up of 
I lie r ail  banner id' truth '

We have noted how those who have gone out from us 
have sunk in the hog of “outer darkness" and have generally 
lost faith in chronology and oven in the pyramid ns a 
corroborating witness Surely the truth is sharper than any 
Iwo-edged sword severing 'twixt soul and body. Let this 
positiveness go on with its handmaiden of grace divine 

Yours in tlie service of tlie truth.
J o s e p h  O hktc,.— Colp.

WATCH TOWER REPRINT VOLUMES
The Reprint Volumes ( l ,  2, and 3) of the W a t ch  T ow er  are 

being shipped as rapidly as possible in the order of the receipt of 
orders Shipments should be completed by the end of February. 
This disappointing delay is due to unavoidable conditions in the 
printing industry. The books are shipped by' the printers near 
Chicago, who. white working under the extraordinary conditions of 
these troublous times, are also humanly fallible and make some 
mistakes, such as occasionally sending a half leather binding (back 
and corners leather) where the green Interlaken cloth binding waa 
ordered, and vice versa. We should he advised promptly of all such 
errors, so that they may he corrected without delay

WATCH TOWER SUBSCRIPTIONS
In  t h e  \ \  v i m  T o w e r  o f  l t l l t t ,  p a g e  , '!Sg, f i r s t  c o l u m n ,  u n d e r  t h e  

. i b o v e  t i t l e ,  w e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h o s e  d e s i r i n g  t o  s e n d  t h e  W a t c h  
T o w  j:ii t o  f r i e n d s  m i g h t  s e n d  m  t h e  n a m e s  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  a n d  h a v e  
t i l e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  p r i c e  d e d u c t e d  t r o m  t h e i r  " H o o d  H o p e s "  d o n a t i o n s  
T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  g o t  i n t o  t i l e  T o w e r  t h r o u g h  o v e r s i g h t .  T i l e  f r i e n d s  
w i l l  p l e a s e  t a k e  n o t i c e  t h a t  t i n s  m a n n e r  o f  s e n d i n g  i n  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  
c a u s e s  u s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a n n o y a n c e  i n  b o o k k e e p i n g  a n d  w e  r e q u e s t  
t i i a t  n o  m o r e  s u b s e r i p i i o n s  b e  s e n t  i n  t h i s  w a y .

I.B-S'A. BEREAN BIBLE STUDIES
By Means of-STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES'

Questions from Ma n u a l  on Vo lu m e  S ix

Study X IV : “ Sundry O bligations of New C reation”
Week of March 7 . . Q IS-58 Week o f March 21 . (1. 7-11
Week o f  March 14 . (I 1 -f> Week o f March 2*' . . <1 H -21

Q}ih ' t i o u  \ f . i n n u / '  <>r l '  <i I I  '  '•< h  m l 1'. N n/'/'itf' / v  , t ' • t: .< I
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International Bible Students A ssociation G asses
Lectures and Studies by Traveling Brethren

BROTHER
Pueblo, Colo................. Feb. 4, 5
Colorado Springs, Colo... " 6
Denver, Colo......................  •’ 8
Boulder, Colo.................. ” 9
Berthoud, Colo.............. ” 10
Cheyenne, Wyo.............  ” 11

. m. BAKER
Laramie, Wyo ........... Feb 12
Sterling, Colo......................  ” 15
Haxtum, Colo..................... " 16
Holyoke. C olo .....................” 17
Trinidad, Colo.................. ” 20
Rocky Tord, Colo................ ’• 22

BROTHER T.
Owensboro, Ky...................Feb. 6
Mayfield, Ky........................  " 8
Paducah, Ky........................  " 9
Hopkinsville, Ky.......Feb. 10, 11
Guthrie, Ky.......................Feb. 12
Sonora, Ky....................... ° 13

. THORNTON
Louisville, Ky................... Feb lft
Vine Grove, K y.................. ” 16-
Salem, Ind...........................  ” 18
Mitchell, ln d ......................  ”
Bedford, Ind....................... ” 2ft
Linton, Ind.........................  ” 22

BROTHER T. E. BARKER
Dover, N. H...............  ......Feb. 4 Morriaviile, V t.............. Feb. 14, 15
Pittsfield, N. H..................  ” 5 Burlington, Vt.................... Feb. 16
Hanover, N. H................... " 8 Rutland, Vt............................. ” 17
Charlestown, N. II........... ” 9 Ticonderoga, N. Y.............  ” 18
St. Johnsbury, Vt.....Feb. 10, 11 Glens Falls, N. Y. Feb. 19, 20
Newport. Vt.....................Feb. 12 Wurronsburg. X Y, . .Feb . 22

BROTHER J. A. BOHNET
Atchison, Kan..................... Feb. 5 Clinton. Mo Feb 13
Leavenworth, Kan.............  ” 6 Xodalia Mo. " 15
Kansas City, Mo.................. ” 8 Wisdom, Mo...................... »' 16
Freeman, Mo.......................  ” 9 Jefferson City, Mo. Feb. 17, 18
Chilhowee, Mo.............. ” 10 St. Louis. Mo. ” 19 .20
Roseland, Mo, Feb. 11 ,12  Farmington, Mo. . Feb. 22

Lincoln, III. 
Springfield, 111.
Decatur, 111.....
Champaign, in  
Kankakee, 111.. 
Danville, 111. .

BROTHER A J. ESHLEMAN
Willard, Oa................. Fob. 8 12Athens, Ga............... .. ” 6 Cedartown, Ga. . 13Augusta, Ga................. .. ” 8 Tallapoosa, Ga.......... i* 15Thomson, Ga............... . ” 9 M 16Atlanta. Ga...................... . ” 10 Rock Springs, Ga. »" 17Pallas, Ga................... ” 11 Chattanooga, Tenn. 19

BROTHER A. M. GRAHAM
New Bedford, Mass.. . Feb. 5 .. Feb. 12Fall River, Mass....... Cromwell, Conn.......... 13Providence, R. I........ . ” 8 Deep River, Conn...... 15Bradford, R. I.......... .. ” 9 New Haven, Conn...... 16New London, Conn... .. ” 10 New Britain, Conn.... 17South Coventry. Conn. ” 11 Waterbury, con n ........ ... " 18

BROTHER E. F. CRIST
. . ..Feb. 7 Mattoon, III Feb. 15

.................  ” S Martinss iHe. 111. ” 16
........  Feb. 9, 10 Lawreneevilie, 111.. . ” 17
.........  . Feb. 11 Flora, ill Feb. 18, 19

” 12 Kinarri, HI . .. Feb. 20
” 13 Belmont, 111. ” 22

BROTHER S. H. TOUTJIAN
San Francisco, Ca Feb. 13, 14 Santa Rosa, Cal...... ... Feb. 23-
Oakland, Cal......... .. .Feb 17 Calixtoga, Cal.......... ......  “ 24

... . ” 18 ......  ” 26
Richmond, Cal..... .. . . " 1!) Lovelock, Nev........... Feb. 27, 2S
San Rafael, Cal... . ... ” 20 Midas, Kev................ .......Mar. 1
Petaluma, Cal....... .......  ” 22 Ogden, Utah............. .. .Mar. 3, 4

BROTHER L. P. ZINK
Buffalo, X. Y........... .. . Feb. 5, 8 Butler, Pa................... ......Feb. 13
Tonawanda, N. Y. ........  ” 6 Pittsburgh, Pa.......... ...... ” 15-
Salamanca. N. Y.. . ........  ” 9 Wheeling, W. Va...... ...... " 1ft
Bradford, Pa.......... ........  ” 10 Burton, \V. Va........ _ ...... ” 17
Hroekwayvilie, Pa... 11 Mannington, W. Va ...... " 2ft
Punxsutawnev, Pa. ...... ” 12 Fairmont, W. Va...... ... . ” 19

BROTHER J. A. BAEUERLEIN
Taunton, Mass. .. .. .. Feb. S Port-Chester, N. Y.. .... Feb. 1ft

BROTHER E. W. BETLER
Rochester, N. V.. . Feb. 8 Gloversville, N. Y...... .... Feb. 15.

BROTHER L T. COHEN
Newmk, Y. J. .. . Feb. S Granville, N. Y....... Feb. 18

BROTHER E. J. COWARD
Elmira. X V.. .. .. Feb. 8 Ihttsfield, Mass......... Feb. 1ft

BROTHER E. L. DOCKEY
Tama.|ua, Pa. . .. -  . Feb. 8 Millville, N. J ......... . Feb 18

BROTHER A. DONALD
Tarrytown, N. Y.. ........ Feb. 8 FaU River, Mass. .. ......Feb. 7ft

BROTHER A. D. ESHLEMAN
Lancaster, Pa ..............Feb 8 Paterson, N, J ............ ... Feb 18

Washington, D.
b r o t h e r  g . h . p i s h e r

C........  Feb. 8 Springfield, Mass...... .. Feb. 18

B R O T H E R  M. L. H E R R
Opelika, Ala..
Roanoke, Ala.............
Montgomery, Ala......
Selma, Ala................

........ Feb. 3
........  " 4
........  ”  6

Hampden, Ala..........
Camden. Air...........
Union Springs, Ala.

....... Fek. 12
■ Feb. 14 ,15  
........ Feb. 17

Randolph, Ala. ........  " 9 ” 01 oo
Jemtaori, Ala............... .......  ” 10 Dothan, Ala.............. -  ” 23! 24

b r o t h e r  g .
Galveston, Tex.....................Feb. 8
Alvtn. Tex..................... "  a

S. KENDALL
Realy, Tex ...........
rfallettsviile, Tex.
Beaumont. Tex.......
Port Arthur, Tex.. 
Silsbee. Tex. 
Kirbyville. Tex.

.. Feb. 16
Manvel, Tex..............
Rosharon, Tex........
Crosby, Tex...............
Houston, Tex. ... .

...... ’’ 10
........  ” 12
. . . " 13 

" 15
.......  ” 20

”  9 0
” 23

Nashville. Teun 
Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Lebanon, Tenn.........
Milton, Tenn..............
Doyle, Tenn. . . 
Chattanooga, Tenn

BROTHER 
. Feb. 5, 8 

6
.. .. ” 9 
Feb. 70. 11 
. .Feb 13 

"  15

V. C. RICE 
Dunlap, Tenn 
Knoxville, Tenn.. . 
Morristown. Ten n.. 
Bristol, Tenn.
Fast Radford, Va 
Roanoke. Vn

Feh 10
”  IS 

.. ” 19
........  “ 20

ft r> O

" 23

Suffolk, Va 
Newport News, Va. 
Norfolk, V a .............

BROTHER
. Fob r> 

” 0
.........  ”  8

R L. ROBIE 
Dam ilie*, Va. 
Chatham. Va 
Java, Va . . 
Loakswlle, N CWinston Salem, X. 
Greensboro, X. f

Feb 15 
10

. Feh 17. 18 
Fob 19 

C. ” 20
”  OO

Ke.vsvtlVe, Va.
Hurt, Va
Lynchburg, Va..........

Feb 9, 10 
... ” 11.12  
. . .  Feb. 13

BROTHER O. L SULLIVAN
K. Liserpool, ohm Fob 8 Salem, OHio - Feb 10Negley, Ohio. . . .. *’ 9 Youngstown, Ohio. . 17Lisbon, Ohio . .. ” 11 Niles. Ohio................. IS
Columbiana. Ohio " 12 Warren, Ohio........... 19E. Palestine, Ohio . .. . ” 13 Pflinesville, Ohio .. 20Alliance, Ohio " 15 Ashtabula, Ohio 22

BROTHER W. J. THORN
Sivn Man-os, Tex. ......... Feb. 5 Lubbock. Tex............. 15Austin, Tex.......... ... .Feb. 6. 8 Lametta, Tex............... 10Waco, Tex.............. ........... Feb. 9 Barstnw, Tex............. *» 18
Abilene. Tex......... ............. ” 11 Fort Worth, Tex....... ” 1ftClyde, Tex.............. ............. ” 12 Nacogdoches, Tex...... »» 22Merkel. Tex. Feb. 13. 14 Joaquin, Tex. .......... . _ ” 23

BROTHER H. E. HAZLRTT
HickswRe, jV. Y ................Feb. S B eaton , Pa........................ Feb. 1*

BROTHER J. H. HOEVBLRB
White Haven, Pa............. Feb. 8 New Britain, C o n n .... Feb. lft

BROTHER W. F. HUDG1NGS
Mf. Vernon, N. Y.. . Feb. 8 S. Norwalk, Conn............Feb. 1ft

BROTHER R. J. MARTIN
Brooklyn, X. Y.................. Feb. 8 Wilmington, Del.................Feb. 1ft

BROTHER C. E. MYERS
Waterlmry, Conn. .. . Feb. 8 Long Branch, N. J ........ Feb 22

BROTHER H. H. RIEMER
Paterson, N J. . .. Feb. 8 Pottstown Pa..................... Feb. 1ft

BROTHER H. A. SEKLEMlAN
Camden, <) Feb 8 Hover, S. J .....................  Feb. 1ft

BROTHER W E. VAN AMBURGH
Bi idgeport, Conn Feb 8 Worcester, Mass. Feb 1ft

BROTHER C A WISE
Cromwell, Conn .............Feb 8 lliirrisburs. Pa. Feb 1ft

BROTHER C. H. ZOOK
.Nrheneciad.v. X V Fob. 8 oodbury. Conn .... i'tb 15

| BETHEL IH M N S FOR MARCH

| After the close of the hymn the Bethel family ltoteztf 
to the reading of “My Vow Fnto the Lord”, then joins In 

i prayer. At the breakfast table the Manna text is considered.
(1) 233; (2) 130; (3) 29 0 . (4) 167, (5) 283; (6) 180; 
( 7 )1 0 5 ;  ( 8 ) 2 3 :  ( 9 )3 0 9 .  (1 0 )1 8 3 ;  111) 184; (1 2 )1 6 6 ;  
(13) 275; (14) 44; (15) 197; (16) 9 5 ; (17) 191;
(18) 43; (19) 208; (20) 93; (21) 194; (22) 136;
(23) 201; (24) 333; (25) 20; (26) 18; (27) 180;
(28) 200; (29) 185; (30) 198, (31) 192.
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