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THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION
^PHIS journal Is one of the prime factors or instruments in the system of Bible instruction, or “Seminary Extension”, now being 
A presented in  all parts of the civilized world by the Watch Tower B ib l e  a  Tract Society, chartered A. D. 1884, “For the Pro­
motion of Christian Knowledge”. I t  not only serves as a class room where Bible students may meet in the study of the divine Word but 
also as a channel of communication through which they may be reached with announcements of the Society’s conventions and of the 
coming of its traveling representatives, styled “Pilgrim s”, and refreshed w ith reports of its conventions.

Our “Berean Lessons” are topical rehearsals or reviews of our Society’s published S t u d i e s , most entertainingly arranged, and very 
helpful to all who would merit the only honorary degree which the Society accords, viz., Verbi Dei M in ister  (V. D. M .)f which translated  
Into English is M in ister o f  God’s W ord. Our treatment of the International Sunday School Lessons is specially for the older Bible 
students and teachers. By some this feature is considered indispensable.

This journal stands firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now being so generally repudiated 
— redemption through the precious blood of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom  [a  corresponding price, a substitute] for 
a ll”. (1 Peter 1 : 1 9 ;  1 Timothy 2 : 0 )  Building up on this sure foundation the gold, silver and precious stones (1 Corinthians 3 :1 1 -  
16 ; 2 Peter 1 :  5-11) of the Word of God, Its further mission is  to “make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery which . . . has 
been hid in God, . . .  to the intent that now might be made known by the church the nuuniold wisdom of Cod”— “which in other ages 
was not made known unto the sons of men as it  is now revealed”.— Ephesians 3 :  5-9, 10.

I t  stands free from all parties, sects and creeds of men, while it  seeks more and more to bring its every utterance into fullest 
subjection to the w ill of God in  Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures. It is thus free to declare boldly whatsoever the Lord 
hath spoken— according to the divine wisdom granted unto us to understand his utterances. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident; 
for we know whereof we affirm, treading with im plicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as a trust, to be used only in his 
service; hence our decisions relative to what may and what may not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his 
good pleasure, the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge. And we not only invite but urge our 
readers to prove all its  utterances by the infallible Word to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
That the church is “the temple of the living God”, peculiarly “his workmanship” ; that Its construction has been in progress throughout 

the Gospel age— ever since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the Chief Corner Stone of his temple, through which, when 
finished, God s blessing shall come “to all people”, and they find access to him.— 1 Corinthians 3 :1 6 ,  17: Ephesians 2 :2 0 -2 2 :  
Genesis 28 :1 4  ; Galatians 3 : 29.

That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ’s atonement for sin, progresses ; and when the 
last of these “living stones”, “elect ana precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will bring all together 
in  the first resurrection ; ana the temple shall be filled with h is glory, and be the meeting place between God and men throughout 
the Millennium.— Revelation 15 : 5-8.

That the basis of hope, for the church and the world, lies in the fact that “Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for every  
man,” “a ransom for a ll,” and w ill be “the true light which lighteth every m an th a t com eth in to  the  world”, “in due time”.— 
Hebrews 2 : 9 ;  John 1 :  9 ; 1 Timothy 2 : 5 ,  6.

That the hope of the church is that she may be like her Lord, “ see him as he is,” be “partakers of the divine nature”, and share his 
glory as his joint-heir.— 1 John 3 : 2 ;  John 17 : 24; Romans 8 : 1 7 ;  2 Peter 1 : 4.

That the present mission of the church is the perfecting of the saints for the future work of serv ice; to develop in herself every 
gra ce; to be God’s w itness to the world ; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age.— Ephesians 4 : 1 2 ;  Matthew 24:  
14 ; Revelation 1 : 6 ;  20 : 6.

That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial kingdom, the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified church

when all the w ilfully  wicked w ill be destroyed .— Acts 3 :  19-23; Isaiah 35.

P u b l i s h e d  By

WATCH TOWER. BIBLE 6 -TRACT SOCIETY
124 COLUMBIA HEIGHTS a a BROOKLYN, N Y.,U S A"

F orekin  Of f i c e s ; Bri t ish  B ranch:  31 Craven Terrace, Lancaster 
Gate, London W. 2 ; .1 usiralasian Branch : 195 Collins St . Melbourne, 
Australia: South African B ranch:  123 l ’lein St., Cape Town,
South Africa.

P t  e a s e  Anrmrss t h e  S o c i e t y  i n  E v e r y  C a s e
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STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES
These S t u d i e s  are recommended to students as veritable Bible 

keys, discussing topically every vital doctrine ot the Bible. More 
than eleven million copies are in circulation, in nineteen languages. 
Prices are net, postpaid, and barely cover cost of production and 
handling. Two sizes are issued (in English only) : the regular ma­
roon cloth, gold stamped edition on dull finish paper (size 5"x 11"), 
and the maroon cloth pocket edition on thin paper (size 4" x 68”) ; 
both sizes are printed from the same plates, the diflorenee being in 
the margins ; both sizes are provided with an appendix of eatecbisTie 
questions for convenient class use. Prices for both editions are 
uniform. The leather bound and fine India paper editions formerly 
issued are permanently out of stock.

E d i to r ia l  C o m m ittee :  T h i s  j o u r n a l  i s  p u b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  
o f  n i l  e d i t o n . i l  c o m m i t t e e ,  a t  l e n - . t  t h r o e  o f  w h o m  h a v e  r e a d  a m i  
a p p r o v e d  a s  t r u t h  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  a r t  i e l e  a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e s e  c o l u m n s .  
T h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  c o m m i t t e e  a r e ;  ,1. F .  R u t h e r f o r d , 
\V. E .  V a n  A m b d r g h , E  II  R o b i s o n . G.  II  F i s h e r . W  E .  P a c e .

T e rm s  to  th e  L o r d ’s P o o r:  All lfihle s tu den ts  who, bv reason of old age or o ther  in­
firmity or  a  ivor-i ty, a re unable to pay foi t ins  journal,  will be supplied free if  they mthI 
a  po sta l  eard each May fatatnig the i r  ease and  r e q u t s tm g  sueh provision VYc arc not 
only willing, b u t  anxious, t h a t  all such be on ou r  l ist continually and in touch wi th  the 
B erean  studies
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and Sec. iS9 , P a r . 4. P . L . & i t  T ransferred  fro m  Pxttxbu rah. P a.

LOCAL CONVENTIONS
Brother Rutherford and several Pilgrim brethren expect to serve 

at each of the following Conventions. For further details comuni- 
cate with the class secretaries given below :
L o u i s v i l l e ,  K y.............Jan. 16-18; Dr.W .H .D unn, 216 Norton Bldg.
Dallas, Texas.............. Jan. 23-25; W.C. Dotson, 1315 Beaumont S t
H ouston, Texas.......... Jan. 24-26; F. W. Bobbitt, 1710 Poulk Ave.
San A ntonio, Texas..Jan. 25-27 ; J. C. Edwards, 400 Mission St.

KIND INTENTIONS OFTEN A HINDRANCE

S e r i e s  I, “The D u in e  Plan of the Ages,” giving outline of the 
divine plan revealed in (lie Bible, relating to man’s redemption and 
restitution : 350 pages, plus indexes and appendixes. 75c. Magazine 
edition 15c. Also procurable in Arabic, Armenian, Dano-Norwegian, 
Finnish, French, German, Greek, Ilollanilisli. Hungarian. Italian, 
Polish, Roumanian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, and F krain ian; 
regular cloth style, price uniform with English.

S e r i e s  II, ‘'The Tim e is a t H a n d ” treats of the manner and 
time of the Lord’s second coming, considering the Bible testimony 
on this subject: 366 pages, 75c. Obtainable in Dano-Norwegian, 
Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

S e r i e s  III, “T hy Kingdom Come,” considers prophecies which 
mark events connected with “(lie time of the end”, the glorification 
of the church and the establishment of the Millennial kingdom; it 
also contains a chapter on the Great Pyramid of Egypt, showing its 
corroboration of certain Bible teachings : 380 pages, 75c. Furnished 
also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

S e r i e s  IV, ‘‘The Batt le  of Armageddon,” shows that the disso­
lution of the present order of things is in progress and that all of 
the human panaceas offered are valueless to avert the end predicted 
by the Bible. It contains a special and extended treatise on our 
Lord's great prophecy of Matthew 21 and also that of Zecliariah 
l 1 1-9 : 056 pages, N3c. Also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, Greek,
German, and Swedish.

Remittances made payable to Individuals in the office are a 
hindrance and not a help. Individuals may be out of the c i t y ; 
but, in any case, all checks and money orders drawn on Individuals 
m ust he separately endorsed and that means extra time and trouble. 
Make all remittances payable either to the W atch: T o w er  B ib l e  
& T ract So c ie ty  o r  to T n E  Golden  A ge, as the case may require.

SUNDRY INFORMATION
Price of T h e  Golden  a g e  is $1.50 per y e a r ; five or more su b ­

scriptions sent in at once secure rate of $1.00 per year, each.
O ld W a t c h  T o w er  r e p r in t  volumes a re  be ing  m a iled  a t  th e  rate 

o f 250 vo lum es a day .

S e r i e s  Y, “The A tonement B c tucen  God and M a n ” treats an all 
important subject, the center around which all features of divine 
grace revolve. This topic deserves the most careful consideration 
on the part of all true Ghristians : CIS pages, 85c. Procurable
likewise in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek, and Swedish.

S e r i e s  VI, “The S a c  Creation.” deals with the creative week 
(Genesis 1,2), and with the church, God’s new' creation. It ex­
amines the personnel, organization, rites, ceremonies, obligations, 
and hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members of 
the body of Ghrist : 730 pages, 85c. Supplied also in Dano-Nor­
wegian, Finnish, German, and Swedish.

.\o foreign editions in the pocket size.
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S T R E N G T H E N E D  FOR V I C T O R Y
“The Lord is m y  strength and song."— Psalm 118: l!f .

[ Y ear T ext  for 1920]

W ATCHERS in Zion who by the eye of faith 
behold the day star rising and the great King 
of kings majestically advancing in the inaugu­

ration of his glorious kingdom occupy a peculiarly 
unique position. On every side they see great excitement 
and disturbance, yet they must be sober of mind and 
trustful of heart. Everywhere they see the spirit of war 
and strife, yet they must be at peace with a ll; and while 
specifically told to “follow peace with all men, and 
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord,” at 
the same time they are urged to “war a good warfare” 
(1 Timothy 1:18) and to “fight the good fight” . (1 
Timothy 6:12) All this is a conundrum to the men of 
the world. They do not understand; and, in the language 
of St. Paul, such things are foolishness unto them, 
neither can they know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. (1 Corinthians 2 :14) Only the spiritually 
minded can understand and appreciate the situation 
and such are they who are watching in Zion and who 
see eye to eye.

Following the long established custom of having a 
special text of Scripture designated for the year, we 
have chosen the text for 1920 as above: “The Lord is 
my strength and song”. A deep appreciation of this 
text and a confident reliance upon it we believe will be 
of great blessing to the Lord’s little ones. Hence these 
observations here. The more we appreciate the severity 
of the battle in which we are engaged, the more precious 
will be this year text to each one of the Lord’s saints.

THE CHRISTIAN’S FIGHT

The words of this text were not written for the world; 
neither were the texts with reference to warring a good 
warfare and fighting a good fight. They were all ad­
dressed to the army of the King’s own—the consecrated 
church, as prospective members of the bride of Christ. 
“The Lord knoweth them that are his” and to them he 
gives instructions concerning the warfare. They are to 
fight under the leadership of Christ Jesus, the Captain 
of their salvation. These soldiers of the cross are 
fighting under an unseen leader and against an unseen 
foo and only by the eye of faith do they recognize him 
who is their leader, who will be the one to lead them to 
victory. No matter how good one may be from the 
natural standpoint, how much he may love righteousness 
and strive to do right, he cannot enter the army of the 
Lord and fight under his banner until first he makes a 
full consecration of himself, is justified and accepted 
and begotten to the divine nature and thereby inducted 
into the army of the great King. I t  is of vital impor­
tance that we know under whom we fight, for whom we

fight, against what we fight and how we may be certain 
of victory.

For whom do we fight ? Many have made the mistake 
of believing that they are fighting for God and for 
Christ and that Jehovah and the Lord Jesus really need 
them to fight. But not so. The Almighty God does not 
need any one to fight for him. He is abundantly able 
to do such fighting as he needs done. Neither does the 
Lord Jesus need to have any one to fight on his behalf, 
because all power in heaven and earth is committed into 
his hands. On the contrary, it is God and Jesus who 
are fighting for us. I t  is the Captain of our salvation, 
the Lord Jesus, who is leading our fight and who assists 
and encourages us to fight the good fight of faith. Our 
fight is for ourselves as new creatures against the 
enemies of the new creation. Our fight is for our liberty 
and complete deliverance from everything that would 
hinder a full realization of God’s loving kindness and 
would give us perfect action in his service in all the 
ages to come.

WHOM DO WE FIGHT?

Against whom do we fight? Do we fight against our 
political foes? We answer no, because our citizenship 
is in heaven and the office-seekers of earth are not 
seeking the places we so much desire; hence there is no 
conflict between us on that dine. Should not then our 
fight include a warfare in behalf of prohibition of the 
liquor traffic and things of that nature? While we 
should be in sympathy with anything that is good and 
with any one who is fighting evil, yet to engage in the 
political combat against the liquor traffic is not the 
fight to which the Apostle refers when he urges us to 
fight the good fight of faith and war a good warfare; 
nor is this the fight in which we need the strength of 
the Lord. Besides this, Satan, our adversary, is the chief 
of all politicians and he always seizes upon something 
apparently good and with it attempts to draw Christians 
into his fight and away from the true fight for which 
they are called into the Lord’s army. The Babylonish 
systems have been making a fight against the liquor 
traffic and in favor of prohibition and we know that all 
Christians especially now are admonished to keep them­
selves separate from Babylon, not to be engaged in any­
thing in which Satan himself is engaged through his 
emissaries. Our battle is along a different line and for 
a different purpose. We have a special goal to attain 
unto and this we must keep always before our minds.

Nor are we fighting against our fellow creatures, 
because we are admonished to love our enemies and pray 
for those who despitefully use us. Indeed, we can



exercise a great pity love for our enemies, seeing that 
they are blinded by the God of this world and are 
prejudiced against those who are striving to follow in 
the Master’s footsteps. Were we to fight against them 
we might do them injury. The Scriptures admonish us 
to do good unto all as we have opportunity and in meek­
ness to instruct those who oppose themselves. (2 Tim­
othy 2:25) Instead of returning evil for evil, our 
captain has commanded us to return gentleness for 
rudeness, kindness for unkindness and discourtesy; and 
in this way all can understand that there is a difference 
between the world and those who have the spirit of the 
Master. More particularly is it necessary for us to take 
this course of training that we might be developed into 
the likeness of our Lord and Eedeemer.

THE BATTLE AGAINST SIN

Primarily we are fighting against sin, to which our 
father Adam became the slave and thereby enslaved all 
of his offspring. Sin has afflicted the race with sickness, 
pain, sorrow and death, under which the whole creation 
continues to groan. Our chief enemy is sin and the one 
who put it into active operation is Satan, through whose 
subtle, wicked influence the human race became slaves 
to sin, and for this reason the Apostle says: “The whole 
world lieth in wickedness,” i. e.,under the control of the 
wicked one. (1 John 5 :19) Having the world under 
his control, from which none can escape except through 
Christ, the great adversary vigorously endeavors to 
bring the new creation back under his dominion of sin 
and hold them there until destroyed. While Satan is 
our arch enemy and leading the fight against us, yet 
we must not make the mistake of thinking that we are 
fighting directly against him, but rather, we should 
understand that his operations are through various 
agencies and through these he seeks to beguile, deceive 
and entrap. He is the master of sin and wickedness, 
the very personification of evil. In  our warfare against 
his agencies we are not to make the mistake of becoming 
bitter and vindictive and indulging in vile expressions 
of passion against him; for, as it is written, even 
“Michael the archangel, when contending with the 
devil, . . . durst not bring against him a railing accus­
ation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee”.—Jude 9.

The agencies used chiefly by Satan to war against the 
new creation are the world, the flesh and the demons, 
Satan himself, of course, being the dominating one 
amongst the devils. He arrays all of these against the 
footstep followers of Jesus and by subtle and wily 
methods seeks to destroy them.

The new creature consists of the new will, the new 
mind and the new heart, through the exercise of which 
the character is being developed like unto the Lord. 
At the time of consecration the Christian surrenders 
his will and immediately takes God’s will, desiring to 
be governed by the perfect will of God. Such change of 
will is an instantaneous matter, whereas the develop­
ment of the mind, condition of heart, character, etc., 
is progressive.

THE WILL, THE MIND, THE HEART

Will may be defined as the faculty or power of the 
being by which we determine or decide to do or not to 
do a certain thing. Mind is the faculty or power of our
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being by which we conceive thoughts, reason and judge, 
through which a conclusion or determination is reached. 
The heart means the seat of affections or sensibilities 
of the creature, from which springs the motive directing 
actions, good or evil. In proof of these distinctions we 
cite the Apostle Paul’s words, addressed to the new 
creature: “Be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God”. (Homans 12:2) The transforming pro­
cess is a gradual one and comes by developing the mind 
by study and meditation upon God’s Word, by and 
through which we ascertain what is the will of God; 
and having agreed to do his will, we reach conclusions 
based upon the information thus obtained.

Concerning the heart Jehovah says: “My son, give 
me thine heart,” addressing himself to the one who 
now, being consecrated, has been begotten. (Proverbs 
23:26) The Apostle Paul, having the same thought in 
mind and addressing himself to the new creature, says; 
“Set your affection on things above, not on things on 
the earth”. (Colossians 3 :2 ) I t  was Jesus who said: 
“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also”. (Matthew 6:21) This being true, our motives 
will spring from such heart condition, which will direct 
our actions accordingly. But since no creature can exist 
without an organism, the Lord has provided that the 
body of fallen flesh shall constitute the temporary 
organism of the new creature; hence the Apostle says: 
“We have this treasure in earthen vessels” . (2 Corin­
thians 4 :7 )  Our standing before Jehovah is by virtue 
of the merit of Christ Jesus, whose righteousness covers 
our unrighteousness, and we are therefore made accept­
able in the beloved One and recognized as new creatures 
■—composed of the new will, the new mind, the new 
heart, with an organism covered by the robe of Christ’s 
righteousness.

When the Scriptures speak of the world as one of our 
enemies, they mean all mankind who are out of harmony 
with God, and the spirit or disposition that controls 
such. Therefore, all who are controlled by the spirit of 
the world are of the world, and this is enmity to the 
new creation. The world has aims, ambitions, and hopes 
which are selfish, without regard to the rights and 
privileges of fellow creatures. At times the world is 
moved by the spirit of war and urges all to engage in 
mortal combat. The very atmosphere seems to be sur­
charged with a spirit of war and with this the new 
creature must come in contact; for, says the Apostle: 
“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man” (1 Corinthians 10 :13); “knowing 
that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 
brethren that are in the world”. (1 Peter 5 :9 )  There 
is, then, a temptation under pressure and stress for the 
new creature to engage in mortal combat under certain 
circumstances, but following the plain admonition and 
instruction of the Scriptures, he must resist this spirit 
or disposition. “For though we walk in the flesh, we d{ 
not war after the flesh: for the weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds.” (2 Corinthians 10:3, 4) How­
ever much the Christian may be misunderstood and

BBOOKLYN, n . y .WATCH TOWER



persecuted by the world for not walking with it in this 
way, he must be obedient to the Lord, bearing the 
reproaches that are incident to battling for his right­
eous cause.

STRUGGLE AGAINST SELF- AND MEN-PLEASING

Again, the spirit of the world is that of insincerity 
and deceitfulness, often appearing to be friendly while 
really unfriendly; manifesting a sincerity, yet with a 
desire to deceive. Against such a disposition the new 
creature must war, because he must be sincere, faithful 
and loyal. In the world there is a disposition to be men 
pleasers for policy’s sake rather than to please God for 
righteousness’ sake. Against such a disposition the new 
creation must Avar. This does not mean that we are to 
tell everything that we know, merely because it is the 
truth, on the theory that if we do not tell it would be 
deceiving, but to see to it that what we do tell is the 
truth, exercising the spirit of a sound mind and the 
wisdom that comes from on high to conserve the best 
interests of the new creature. While it is true that 
honesty is the best policy, yet he who is honest merely 
for policy’s sake is not honest in fact. Again, the spirit 
of the world is that of ambition for fame among men, 
for special distinction and power and for self-exaltation 
over others. Such a spirit is decidedly inimical to the 
interests of the new creature, who must follow the 
contrary course and in honor prefer his brethren and 
by love serve others. The spirit of the world must be 
fought against, and this fight is a daily one so long as 
we are in the world.

The new creature finds a constant conflict with his 
organism of flesh. Ever since the human race came 
under the control of sin through the disobedience of 
Adam, the tendency has been toward mental, moral, 
and physical degradation. “Born in sin and shapen in 
iniquity,” like all others we were going the broad way 
when we learned that Christ Jesus had redeemed us 
with his own precious blood. When we came to a 
knowledge of this fact and consecrated our all, giving 
up the old will for the will of God and determining to 
be governed by his will, then our Lord’s merit was 
imputed to us and we were set free from the bondage 
of sin and became new creatures in Christ, acceptable 
to the Father through the merit of the beloved Redeemer. 
But still we find motions of sin in our body and a 
natural tendency toward sin. "While it is true that the 
new creatures are now free and as such serve the law 
of Christ and are through his merit acceptable in his 
army as soldiers of the cross to battle for righteousness 
and truth, yet these new creatures are harassed by the 
perverted tastes and inclinations of the flesh. St. Paul 
thus states the situation: “For the flesh lusteth against 
the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh: and these 
are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do 
the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the spirit, 
ye are not under the law”. (Galatians 5:17, 18) To 
paraphrase the Apostle’s words: The old creature, or, 
more accurately, the flesh of the old creature, craves 
certain things, which things are opposed and antago­
nistic to the development of the new creature and 
because of this conflict the new creature cannot do 
everything exactly as he would P1' do. But if led
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by the spirit, going in the direction the Lord would 
have us go, there is no law against so doing. And so 
the Apostle admonishes: “Walk in the spirit, and ye 
shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh”.—Verse 16.

CARELESSNESS, BITTERNESS, IRREVERENCE

Any carelessness in thought, word, or action means 
to that extent a yielding to the mind of the flesh and 
means that the flesh is gaining the victory. If  there 
is a tendency toward evil surmising or evil speaking of 
another, that is yielding in the battle to the mind of the 
flesh. (Titus 3 :2 ;  James 4 :11 ,12) I t  is not infrequent 
that troubles arise among the brethren in the classes and 
this leads to indulging in acrimonious speech one toward 
another. All who indulge in bitter strife, outbursts of 
passion, hatred or the fomenting of trouble, or who 
yield to looseness of conduct, are yielding the battle to 
the enemy. All who permit pride and ambition to find 
a residence in the heart and mind and permit their 
actions to be controlled thereby are to that extent yield­
ing in the fight against the fleshly tendencies. To the 
extent that we show a lack of reverence for God, and 
for his Word and for his service, to that extent are we 
yielding the battle to the enemy. To the extent that we 
permit any bitterness of heart to control our actions and 
move us to do certain things, to that extent are we 
permitting the enemy to have the upper hand. Indeed, 
we find one of the greatest fights we have is that against 
our own flesh, the mind of the flesh always warring 
against the mind of the spirit. Who of the Lord’s dear 
children have not experienced something of such a 
battle with the mind of the flesh, and do we not find 
that battle to be waged with even greater vigor as we 
come nearer to the end of the way? I t  must be reason­
ably expected that the fight will grow more severe as 
the battle nears a conclusion. After having been a long 
time in the narrow way, and after warring a good 
warfare against the evil tendencies, by faith in the 
Lord and his precious promises, we still find the motions 
of sin in our flesh warring against us as new creatures, 
we often tend to be discouraged to the point of giving 
over of the battle. But thanks be to God, he does not 
count those motions of sin in our flesh as the will of 
the new creature, provided we are vigorously fighting 
against them. He recognizes such as our enemies and 
if we fight valiantly, he will render the necessary aid, 
guaranteeing our victory.

In one of his epistles St. Paul describes his own 
experiences in these matters as follows, and his words 
may be properly understood to foreshadow the experi­
ences of almost all in the narrow way: “While the will 
to do right is present with me, the power to carry it out 
is not. For what I  do is not the good thing that I 
desire to do; but the evil thing that I  desire not to do, 
is what I constantly do. But if I  do that which I desire 
not to do, it can no longer be said that it is I  who do 
it, but the sin which has its home within me does it. 
I find therefore the law of my nature to be that when 
I  desire to do what is right, evil is lying in ambush for 
me. For in my inmost self all my sympathy is with the 
law of God; but I  discover within me a different law at 
war with the law of my understanding, and leading me 
captive to the law which is everywhere at work in my
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body—the law of sin. TJnhappy man that I  ami who 
will rescue me from this death-burdened body ? Thanks 
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”—Romans 
7:19-25, Weymouth.

In  other words, the Apostle refers to himself as a new 
creature warring against his old fleshly tendencies and 
says that in his own self he would be unable to gain the 
victory, but through Christ Jesus, from whom comes 
his help and strength, he is assured of triumph. Such 
is truly the condition of all who are warring a good 
warfare. Thus wc realize the absolute need for the help 
of our Lord and Advocate in this great conflict. The 
more fully we lean upon him and look to him for 
guidance and help, the happier will we be.

SATAN AND HIS MINIONS

Working in conduction with Satan, seeking to destroy 
the seed of promise, the new creation, is a host of 
demons. Since they came under the dominating in­
fluence of Satan their every thought and action has 
been evil. They debauched the human race before the 
flood and have ever since sought to debauch those who 
are striving for the higher plane of life. They operate 
through the mind of the flesh and their warfare is 
against the new creature. The Apostle Paul puts it 
thus: “For ours is not a conflict with mere flesh and 
blood, but with the despotisms, the empires, the forces 
that control and govern this dark world—the spiritual 
hosts of evil arrayed against us in the heavenly war­
fare.” (Ephesians 6:12, Weymouth) Satan, the great 
master or general of sin, and all the demons engaged in 
their manipulations and warfare through various agen­
cies against us are more intelligent than are we, and if 
the conflict were between us and them directly, without 
the aid and intervention of our Captain, we would 
certainly fail. These enemies attack us through the 
weaknesses of our flesh and seek to capture us and lead 
us back as slaves of sin. Truly, then, the new creature, 
while abiding in the body of flesh, is surrounded and 
beset on every hand by enemies seeking its destruction 
and reenslavement. Hence we must battle, warring for 
ourselves, battling for our own liberty and for victory 
over our own weaknesses. We must battle against the 
spirit of the world, against the delusions and snares of 
the adversary, and against the wicked machinations and 
influences of the demons. In  this conflict the Christian 
daily realizes the need of strength to withstand the 
onslaught of the enemies. He turns his eyes trustingly 
and confidently to the Captain, Christ Jesus our Lord, 
from whom cometh his strength, and he can confidently 
say: Greater is he that is on our part than all that 
can be against us.

ABSTEMIOUSNESS REQUISITE TO VICTORY

But we must remember that the Lord expects us 
to fight with all the power and strength at our command. 
Seeing it is through our fallen flesh that these adver­
saries attack us, we must be ever prepared for the 
battle and ever on the alert, watching and praying. 
St. Paul had this conflict and he describes himself 
thus: “Every competitor in an athletic contest practises 
abstemiousness in all directions. They indeed do this 
for the sake of securing a perishable wreath, but we for 
the sake of securing one that will not perish. That is

how I  run, not being in any doubt as to my goal. I  am 
a boxer who does not inflict blows on the air, but I 
hit hard and straight at my own body and lead it off 
into slavery, lest possibly, after I  have been a herald to 
others, I  should myself be rejected.”-—1 Corinthians 
9: 25-27, Weymouth.

Since we see that we must engage in this conflict 
unto the end, then it is our privilege and duty to avail 
ourselves of such armor and weapons as the Lord has 
provided. Through his Word we ascertain that he has 
a great armory and to this he has invited us to come and 
prepare ourselves for the conflict, saying, “Strengthen 
yourselves in the Lord and in the power which his 
supreme might imparts. Put on the complete armor of 
God, so as to be able to stand firm against all the 
stratagems of the devil.” (Ephesians 6:10, 11, Wey­
mouth) Thankful we should be and are that the Lord 
has graciously provided this armor that we might wear 
it in the conflict. “Therefore put on the complete 
armor of God, so that you may be able to stand your 
ground on the day of battle, and, having fought to the 
end, to remain victors on the field.” (Ephesians 6:13, 
Weymouth) Then the Apostle specifically describes the 
armor, which it is the privilege of each one of the Lord’s 
own to have and to wear. We do well to examine our­
selves often to see if the armor is well on, properly 
adjusted and ready for the deadly conflict.

The ancient armor was divided into seven separate 
and distinct parts. Here the Apostle names six and we 
believe that the Lord through his servant called the 
attention of the church to the seventh. The Apostle 
first says: “Having your loins girt about with truth”. 
The girdle around the loins is indicative of a servant. 
The meaning therefore attached to this is that each one 
should see to it that he is serving the truth, not serving 
the world, not serving error, not serving the adversary. 
This would mean for him to be active and vigilant, 
not slothful.

He is next admonished to take “the breastplate of 
righteousness”. The breastplate fitted over the vital 
organs, particularly the heart. The thought, then, 
here seems to be that he must see to it that he has a 
righteous condition of heart, having his heart united 
together with his brethren, dwelling in peace with all 
and following holiness.

PREPAREDNESS WHICH PEACE GIVES

“And your feet shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace.” The feet that tread the rough way 
will be bruised and become sore; and if one is not 
properly shod he will be giving more attention to the 
things that are bothering him than he is to the cause. 
Therefore he should have on the sandals of preparation 
of the gospel and development of character in harmony 
with God’s will, to the end that he might endure hard­
ness in a cheerful manner. And when the persecutions 
from the world come upon him, he can walk joyfully 
through them.

“Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.” 
We might know the Word of God, but unless we con­
fidently rely upon it, it would be of little value to us. 
The Psalmist says “His truth shall be thy shield and
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buckler”. Then it is a knowledge of the precious 
promises, of God and a confident reliance upon these 
promises, looking always to Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith, that will hold us in line and 
enable us to cause the fiery darts of the adversary to 
fall harmless at our feet.

“And take the helmet of salvation.” Since the helmet 
fitted over the head, which is the seat of intelligence, it 
suggests the thought of a mental equipment—that we 
have been studying the Lord’s Word, that we have been 
feeding upon the food the Lord has placed upon his 
table; and here we might remark that all who have 
faithfully read and absorbed the S t u d ie s  in  th e  
S criptures and been guided thereby have been equipped 
to stand in this coniliet, and this means the entire 
series of seven volumes of S tudies in  th e  S cr iptures. 
Just as surely as the Lord intended the seven to be 
published, he intended them for the benefit of the 
church and he who rejects one and opposes it will find 
himself in opposition to the provision the Lord has 
made and therefore without the proper equipment, as 
regards intelligence to meet the adversaries. And his 
condition of inadequate preparedness of mind would 
lay him more open to the successful attacks of the 
adversaries. If his heart has been the cause of his 
rejecting the Lord’s provision, the enemy would surely 
triumph.

“And the sword of the spirit, which is the word 
of God.” Being able always to give a Scriptural reason 
for the hope that is in us and being anxious and willing 
to abide by what the Lord teaches and not to be influ­
enced improperly by any creature, we are able to avoid 
being controlled by other influences than the Word of 
God ; for to be so controlled is to be dominated by 
passion, which is inimical to the interests of the now 
creature, while if governed by the Word of God we are 
controlled by principle, in harmony with his purposes.

The seventh part of the armor seems to be fitly 
represented in the Vow. The Lord promised that when 
the adversary should come in like a flood, the spirit of 
the Lord would raise up a standard against him. 
(Isaiah 59:19) Hence the necessity of keeping in 
mind the terms of our Vow unto the Lord, ever looking 
to him for strength to help in time of need. The Apostle1 
suggests this same thought when he admonishes us that 
after having on the armor, we are to pray always, with 
all prayer and supplication in the spirit and watch 
thereunto with all perseverance, and supplication for 
all saints.

WAR WITH THE BEAST
All through the gospel age the Christian has been 

required to tight the good fight of faith, but it seems 
reserved for the feet members to have a special conflict 
against the combined enemies. The Lord through the 
Bevelator pici tires coming out of the abyss at the close 
of the gospel age a wild beast, which evidently means 
a governing power ruled by force and violence and which 
is another instrument of the adversary. This beast is 
composed of ccclesiasticism, particularly the dominating 
factors of the Papal, Anglican and other Protestant 
systems, working in conjunction with and through the 
civil authorities, aided and abetted by the financial 
powers and others who desire favor with those in control.

“These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb 
shall overcome them: for he is the Lord of lords, and 
King of kings: and they that are with him are called, 
and chosen, and faithful.” (Revelation 17:14) The 
Lamb here means the Lord Jesus, and those with him, 
having reference to those of the new creation who are 
loyally following in his footsteps. These have been called 
to a high calling, to be joint-heirs with Christ Jesus. 
They have been chosen as members of the royal priest­
hood. Now the final conflict is come, and those who 
stand with him triumphant in glorious victory will be 
the ones who are faithful and loyal even unto death. 
This Scripture suggests that the beastly ones would 
inflict upon the followers of the Lamb much persecu­
tion in various forms and the more power the ecclesi­
astics are able to exercise the greater will be the persecu­
tion. Those standing with the Lord, then, in victory 
will be the ones who are loyal to him, which means 
loyalty to his cause, a willingness at all times by his 
grace to make persistent proclamation of his truth and 
to do it moved by a heart filled with love for God and 
righteousness and pity love even for our enemies who 
are persecuting.

But, beloved, as we advance in the conflict and the 
battle grows in severity, instead of being discouraged, 
we can always look to our Captain; and knowing that 
he is leading the fight and that he is all-powerful and 
certain of victory, it remains with us to determine what 
shall be the result so far as we are concerned. And if 
we are called and chosen and now continue faithful and 
loyal in the fight under his banner to the end, we shall 
emerge from the conflict victors in his glorious army.

Truly, then, as we engage in this battle during the 
year 1920 we can daily find comfort in our yearly motto 
tex t: “The Lord is my strength and song”.

FIGHT n o t  e n d e d

Let not one for a moment think that because the 
forty-year period of the harvest is ended the fight of the 
church has ended. Par from that. Our fight is to the 
end of our racecourse. The Apostle sounds the keynote 
when he says: “Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, 
striving against sin,” meaning that up to this time wc 
have not fought the good fight even unto death, hut that 
we must persistently war the good warfare for right­
eousness and truth until our course in the flesh is ended. 
The banner under which the King's own are fighting is 
one marked with the cross and crown. Ho that endures 
the cross shall wear the crown. And on the reverse side 
are the names of the King and Captain of this army— 
the Lamb of God that leads unto victory; and the law 
that governs this army is summed up in one word—Love. 
All who are enrolled under this banner must have active 
service and must continue in active service until the last. 
To become idle and negligent, or indifferent, would 
mean yielding the battle to the adversaries. The Apostle 
admonishes us that we must “be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Peter 
5 :8 ) Sobriety means calmness of mind and restfulness 
of heart. And vigilant means to be active and watchful 
in the Lord’s service. I t  means, then, to be active in 
fighting against all the enemies of the new creation.

Our enlistment does not carry with it a discharge.
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We may desert and have the liberty to do so, but such 
would mean the loss of all that is set before us. All who 
desire to go back to the service of sin have full oppor­
tunity at any time and in any place to return. Our 
Captain wants those and only those who serve the truth 
with the spirit of the truth, with a desire for the service 
and with a love for it. He is seeking none other and 
none other is really engaged in the fight. He informs 
us that the end of the fight will be the end of our 
warfare. I t  must be a fight to the finish or the great 
prize for which we fight will not be gained. Although 
the new creature masters the mortal body by the Lord’s 
grace and strength repeatedly, nevertheless, until death 
there can be no cessation of the conflict. Hence, “be 
thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of 
life”. Happy are we, then, when we can hourly look to 
him and say: “The Lord is my strength”. And again: 
“I  will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
eometh my help. Hy help cometh from the Lord, which 
made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to 
be moved: lie that keepeth thee will not slumber.” 
(Psalm 121: 1-3) “The Lord is my strength and my 
shield.” (Psalm 28:7) “The Lord will give strength 
unto his people.”—Psalm 29:11.

FIGHTING FOR OTHERS

The fight in which we are engaged is chiefly for 
ourselves. In this we are fighting to maintain our 
liberty from the baneful influence and bondage of sin 
and all the instruments used by the adversary to ensnare 
us under this taskmaster again. But in addition thereto 
we arc fighting a common cause of righteousness for 
our brethren and we arc admonished: “We ought also 
to lay down our lives for the brethren” . This would 
include our making great sacrifices that we might aid 
our brethren in overcoming the enemy that is fighting 
against them, that Christ might dwell richly in their 
hearts, that they might be builded up as new creatures, 
and that they might experience the love of God mani­
fested through Christ. To be sure our heavenly Father 
and our King do not need our fighting in their behalf, 
but it is our privilege to defend the honor and name and 
majesty of our God and our Lord and his righteous 
kingdom against the assaults of those who wickedly 
misrepresent them ; and our fighting here is not with 
carnal weapons, as the Apostle puts it, but it is with 
the message of truth, which through Christ is mighty 
to the pulling down of strongholds of error. Our per­
sistency and faithfulness in representing the Lord will 
be necessary in order that we may have his approval.

Furthermore, our warfare will result, if we are 
faithful, in great benefit to the world in general, even 
to those who persecute us and do all manner of evil 
against us because of our faithfulness to the truth. 
We must have in mind that the whole world is under 
the bondage of sin; furthermore, that the precious 
blood of Christ was given as a propitiation not for our 
sins only but for the sins of the whole world; and when 
the valiant soldiers of the cross have finished their war­
fare and are received into glory, it will be their privilege, 
together with their Captain, Christ Jesus, to release 
from bondage the whole world of mankind. Jehovah’s 
purpose concerning the overcomers who will compose

the royal priesthood is indicated in his Word: “Thus 
saith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I heard 
thee, and in a day of salvation have I  helped thee: and 
I will preserve [Hebrew, form] thee, and give thee for 
a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause 
to inherit the desolate heritages; that thou mayest say 
to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, 
Show yourselves”. (Isaiah 49:8, 9) The Lord has 
therefore provided that those who gain the victory 
through Christ will be used as benefactors for the 
whole human race.

GRACE FOR EVERY NEED
Our Lord has promised grace for help in every time 

of need, and through the Apostle has invited us, because 
of this high priest who has gone before in our behalf, 
to come confidently to the throne of grace that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help for all times of 
need. (Hebrews 4: 15, 16) I t  has pleased our heavenly 
Father to provide various agencies through which to. 
render aid to those who love him. Even in Old Testa­
ment times when one was specially striving to serve the 
Lord, Jehovah sent his angel, a spirit being, to minister 
unto such. We have an example in the experiences of 
Daniel and other faithful servants of God. The Lord 
Jesus informs us: “In heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father which is in heaven” 
(Matthew 18:10), meaning that some of the angelic 
host have been delegated as servants under the Lord’s 
direction to give certain protecting care to the saints. 
Again Jehovah expressed, for the benefit of the church, 
his protecting care through angels as agencies, saying, 
“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear him and dclivereth them”. (Psalm 34:7) 
We recall that when Elisha was at Dothan lie prayed to 
God for the opening of the eyes of his servant, who 
beheld a host of angels surrounding Elisha to protect 
him. I t is not unreasonable to conclude that this is a 
picture for the benefit of the church in the closing days 
of its conflict which the Lord has provided to manifest 
his power and strength in behalf of his people through 
unseen agencies. Necessarily the confidence of the 
Christian is increased when he appreciates the fact that 
the Lord is thus guarding his welfare. In  the face of all 
his enemies, powerless he is to resist and overcome his 
adversaries alone, but claiming the promises that God 
has given, among which is our year text, he can con­
fidently say, The Lord is my strength; and if he be for 
me, who can be against me!

STRENGTH AND PROTECTION FOR THE PERFECT

Strength and protection are not promised to any and 
all, but, on the contrary, such promises are to those who 
reverence the Lord, who fear to displease him, whose 
keen desire is to do his holy will, who possess and mani­
fest, therefore, a perfect condition of heart toward 
God, toward the Master, toward his brethren, in fact 
toward all; for “the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong in 
the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him”. 
(2 Chronicles 16:9) Purity of heart, which means 
perfect love, is a condition precedent to the receiving of 
the guaranteed strength in our behalf. We can keep our 
hearts perfect, even though we can do nothing else
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perfectly. Graciously, therefore, the Lord has promised 
all the needed strength for those who thus maintain 
the perfect condition of heart. Such, then, should cause 
a careful searching of the heart. If we should find in 
the heart some bitterness against any of the Lord’s 
little ones, we may know that the heart is not pure, 
and steps should be taken at once to purify it. If  we 
should find that in our heart there is some pride or 
ambition, we may be sure that the Lord will not mani­
fest his strength for us, because he resists the proud and 
shows his favor to the humble-minded. If we find a 
desire to pursue unrighteous things, we may be sure 
that our heart is not perfect and at once we should set 
about to follow the right course. If we find in our heart 
a fear for man or that which man-made institutions 
might do to us, and because of this fear we are deterred 
from a faithful proclamation of the divine message as 
opportunity comes to us, then wc may be sure that we 
have not perfect love and therefore not a pure heart. 
But if on examination we find that this is our sincere, 
humble heart’s desire, to do our Father’s will at any cost 
and that we are delighting thus to do and striving to do 
it, we may be certain to receive the needed strength.

OUR SONG

Our year text states that the Lord is not only our 
strength, but also our song. In what sense is he our 
song? Song suggests the thought of giving praise in 
harmonious cadences, accompanied by the music of a 
stringed instrument o\ er which the fingers of the player 
deftly move. In a special sense it seems that the feet 
members can say: “The Lord is my song” . In Psalm 
120 the sweet singer of Israel seems to picture the 
church at the time of the opening of the harvest period 
and also the experiences of each one of the Lord’s chosen 
ones who thereafter comes to a knowledge of the divine 
plan. Up to the time of the opening of the harvest the 
church was in capitivity to Babylon, and with the 
harvest of the Lord began releasing his people from that 
bondage; and since then each one of the saints, coming 
to a realization of the blessedness of living at the time 
of the second presence of the Lord Jesus, finds his 
sentiments expressed by the Psalmist. When first he 
saw the hope for the church and for the world opening 
out like the unfolding petals of a beautiful flower, in 
the language of the Psalmist it caused him to sing: 
“When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we 
were like them that dream [it sounded too good to be 
true, it seemed like a dream]. Then was our mouth 
filled with laughter [joy], and our tongue with singing; 
then said they among the heathen, The Lord hath done 
great things for them. [Aye, concerning the church] 
The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we 
are glad.”—Psalm 126:1, 2.

St. Paid, a good and valiant soldier of the cross who 
fought a winning fight, with prophetic vision beheld 
the day in which we are now living, a day filled with 
turmoil and strife among the nations of the earth. He 
saw the whole race of mankind burdened from the 
effects of sin, and seeing this he wrote: “The whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 
now,” waiting, not knowing for what, but in fact wait­
ing for the manifestation of the sons of God, who will

be victors, overcomers in the great conflict and will then 
be used by the Lord as agencies for releasing mankind. 
Looking beyond this hour of sorrow and groaning he 
had a vision of the incoming kingdom with power 
and glory; for we are sure that he saw the coming 
Millennial reign of Christ. He said it was not lawful 
for him to tell the things that he saw, evidently because 
it was not God’s due time for the other members of the 
church to know them then; but since the presence of the 
Lord Jesus the due time in God’s providence has come 
and now the feet members sec, understand and appreciate 
God’s provision both for the church and for the world.

“YET A LITTLE WHILE”

Seeing the world borne down under the great task­
master, slaves of the wicked one, and knowing the king­
dom is at the door, the saints can appreciate the 
Apostle’s words, “Yet a little while and he that shall 
come will come and will not tarry” . I t  has been a long, 
dark night of suffering and sorrow for mankind and 
not yet does the world see that relief is near, but they 
are hoping against hope that something may come to 
relieve the situation. But the saints of God, occupying 
by his grace a position of favor, see beyond the dark 
cloud the soft, sweet, healing beams of the Sun of 
Righteousness, which soon will dispel the gloom and shed 
its beneficent rays upon suffering humanity. In this 
world of strife, confusion and turmoil they mark those 
who are near and dear to them by ties of flesh and whom 
they specially love and for whom they would have no 
hope except for their knowledge of God’s plan; but now, 
knowing of his gracious provision, while they see the 
night is dark, yet they see that the day is dawning which 
soon will bring blessings not only to their loved ones 
but to all the groaning creation, and their hearts can­
not help but respond with songs of gladness.

The lost strings upon the harp of God have since the 
Lord’s second presence been found and restored to the 
church in the flesh and now that harp, perfectly strung, 
with the strings of truth from the Old and New Testa­
ments, and swept by the fingers of the truly consecrated 
and devoted saints of God, yields the most enchanting 
music that ever fell on mortal ear. And those who hear 
and appreciate it cannot keep back the song. They call 
to mind the circumstances under which much of the 
Lord’s Word has been provided for them. Looking back 
they see upon the isle of Patmos the beloved John, clad 
in a felon’s garb, there as a prisoner, beating rock, 
because he had been charged and unjustly convicted of 
the crime of sedition. And they see that the Lord chose 
this condition and chose St. John because of his loving 
devotion to righteousness through which to reveal a 
part of his plan now due to be understood. In his vigil 
there, the beloved saint of God wrote: “And I saw, as 
it were, a sea of glass, mingled with fire”. St. John 
there represented the feet members of the church, the 
last ones on earth engaged in the final great battle. His 
vision here suggests that the feet members would have 
a clear view and understanding of the terrible events 
with which the world would be afflicted in the close of 
the age, the fire picturing the violent element of earth 
attempting to destroy the things of earth. The trans­
parent glass mentioned represents the fact that the feet



members will have a clear understanding and appreci­
ation of these events.

“ABOVE EARTH’S LAMENTATIONS”

And these are they who have rid themselves, by the 
grace of the Lord, of the wicked influences of the mother 
harlot and her harlot daughters, fully separating them­
selves from the unrighteous Babylonish systems. These 
are pictured standing, not in the midst of the trouble, 
nor participating in it, not engaging in the strife and 
turmoil, but occupying a higher plane, and from this 
vantage point they have a clear vision of the situation. 
Standing in that position of favor, St. John pictures 
them as having in their hand the harps of the Lord 
God, meaning that they have a harmonious understand­
ing and an appreciation of the precious promises and 
teachings of the divine program; and thus standing 
they indulge in happy song. And what song are they 
singing? St.John answers, They are singing the song 
of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb. 
The battle rages with ever-increasing fury and the dis­
tress upon the nations is so terrible that all quake with 
fear. The groaning of oppressed humanity grows louder 
and louder; and yet above all of this strife of tongues, 
this turmoil, disturbance, groaning and sorrow, the 
sweet, clear notes of the saints of God can be heard, 
singing to the praise of Jehovah: “The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand”. To the Jew and to the Gentile 
they sing that the things done by the direction of the 
law that God gave to Moses were but types and shadows 
of better things to come; that the sacrifices of animals 
pictured the great sacrifice of the Lord Jesus as an 
offering for sin on behalf of mankind, that the whole 
world might be released from the bondage of sin and 
death and that now shortly all will have an opportunity 
to receive the benefits thereof; that the shaking of the 
mountain at the inauguration of the Law Covenant and 
the great smoke, fire and disturbance, which even made 
Moses quake, was a picture, foreshadowing the great 
shaking of the kingdoms of earth and the ecclesiastical 
systems now in progress, and foreshadowing the fact 
that this will be the last shaking just preceding the 
incoming of the glorious kingdom of Messiah; that the 
New Covenant, through which blessings will come to 
the world, is soon to be made; that the Lamb of God, 
the King of glory, is at the door, bearing in his hand 
the prize of life, liberty, and happiness for all who will 
love righteousness and accept these blessings upon the 
terms offered.

WATCHERS LIFT THE VOICE

The saints of God engaged in this great conflict, this 
good warfare, realize and appreciate that both the 
strength which enables them to stand in the battle and 
the song of joy that fills their hearts comes from the 
Lord; and seeing his gracious provision both for the 
church and for the world, they cannot keep back the
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song of praise. Beautifully has the poet expressed the 
sentiment of such:

“My life flows on in endless song;
Above earth’s lamentation,

I catch the sweet, not far-off hymn 
That hails a new creation.

Through all the tumult and the strife,
I hear the music ringing;

It finds an echo in my soul—
How can I keep from singing?

“I lift mine eyes; the cloud grows th in ;
I see the blue above it:

And day by day this pathway smooths,
Since first I learned to love it.

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
A fountain ever springing;

All things are mine since I am his—
How can I keep from singing?”

In the unfolding of the divine plan in behalf of man­
kind, the whole world has formed a stage of action and 
upon that stage all who have faithfully served the Lord 
have served as actors, and earthly beings and the 
heavenly hosts have constituted the audience. St. Paul 
says: “We are made a show both for men and angels”. 
Some of the Lord’s faithful servants were permitted to 
have visions of this unfolding plan, yet they did not 
understand them. The angelic hosts have watched and 
for a long time searched to understand, but not until 
the beginning of the unfolding of the mystery were any 
permitted thus to know. The faithful prophet Isaiah, 
long before the development of the new creation began, 
had a vision of the time and of the events now transpir­
ing in the earth. He saw the kingdoms and nations and 
people in distress and sorrow, needing help, needing the 
blessings of the King of glory. In  vision he beheld— 
but understood not—the feet members of Christ pro­
claiming the message of salvation unto them, and with 
ecstasy he exclaimed: “How beautiful upon the moun­
tains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of 
good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, 
Thy God reigneth! Thy watchmen [those in the vantage 
position described by St. John] shall lift up the voice; 
with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall 
see eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring again Zion.” 
—Isaiah 52: 7, 8.

The blessedness of the position of favor occupied by 
the saints in this final great conflict that is now on 
cannot be overstated. Satan’s empire is crumbling and 
soon will fall, never to rise again. Seemingly appreci­
ating the fierceness of the conflict, that great adversary 
has marshaled all his forces and directs them with all 
the power at his command at the few remaining members 
of the saints of the most high God. Weak in themselves 
and wholly inadequate to meet their enemies, yet with 
confidence they can say: “The Lord is my strength and 
song”. The Lord will give us the victory through an 
abiding faith and confidence in him.

J anuary 1, 1920A  WATCH TOWER

Lord, help me to forget the things behind, Help me forget, O Lord, how oft I  str&y*
The many fond ambitions that would bind The sad mistakes I make from day to day,
The human heart to earthly hopes and joys, Yet let me ne’er forget the Mercy Seat,
And fix its cravings on mere worthless toys. Where thou dost bless me w ith forgiveness sweet.

Lord, give me grace sufficient for the way,
Oh, let me ne’er forget to watch and p ra y !
And when thy precious jewels thou shalt set,
T h is li ttle  one, dear Lord, do not forget!



PETER AND JOHN IN SAMARIA
--------F e br u a r y  1.—A cts 8:4-8, 14-25.--------

PERSECUTION AND ITS UNFORESEEN, BUT HAPPY, R E SU L T S-PH IL IP , THE HOME MISSIONARY, FILLED WITH ZEAL FOR 
THE GOSPEL— PETER AND JOHN VISIT THE NEW MISSION FIELD— SIMON, THE SORCERER, ASSOCIATES HIMSELF 
WITH THE DISCIPLES— H E OFFERS MONEY FOR THE MIRACULOUS POWER OF THE SPIRIT

" Y e  shall be m y  witnesses lo th  in  Jerusalem, and in  all Ju d ea  and Samaria, and unto the u tterm ost part o f  the
earth."— Acts  1:8.

PERSEC U TIO N  is never rig h t on th e  p a r t  o f the perse­
cutors, nor is it  a  joyous m a tte r  on th e  p a r t  o f the 
p e rsecu ted ; nevertheless God can overru le  this, as well 

as all wrongs, fo r the good of h is people, who can learn  
also th e  lessons o f “rejoicing In tr ib u la tio n ”, and  df tru stin g  
divine providences th rough  them —seeing by fa ith  th e  desir­
able results.

The first persecution of the church began about th e  tim e 
of S tephen’s death. T his is variously  estim ated  as having 
been from  th ree  to seven years a f te r  the D ay of Pentecost, 
though  we have no m eans of defin ite  inform ation. Saul 
of T arsus, a fte rw a rd  called P au l the Apostle, w as ev ident­
ly a leader in th e  heresy hun ting  and persecution w hich 
s ta r te d  w ith  S tephen and  extended in a general w ay to all 
believers, excepting the apostles, who, fo r some reason, 
seem ed to have been providen tia lly  protected.

T he persecution began in  Jerusalem , because th is  so f a r  
h ad  been the cen ter o f the work, as our Lord had d irected— 
“beginning a t  Je ru sa lem ”. N ot only w as it  the  principal 
city  of Palestine, bu t it  w as the re so rt o f pious Jew s from  
all q u a rte rs  of th e  world, m any of whom sought to make 
it  th e ir  home in the close of life, even if  they had  previously 
lived abroad. The Lord had  graciously g ran ted  a season of 
developm ent fo r those brought in to  th e  church a t  Pentecost 
and  subsequen tly ; and  now th a t  they had  reached a  fa ir  
degree of g row th in grace and in knowledge he perm itted  
th e  w inds of persecution to blow against the church, and 
to sca tte r  th e  ripened seeds h ith e r and  th ith e r  in every 
direction.

PERSECUTION’S TWO EFFECTS 
T he sam e God who directed thus in the affa irs  of the 

early  churcli still loves and  cherishes h is  o w n ; still d irects 
and  guides in respect to  the in terests  of h is own cause, 
h is Zion. Now, as then, i t  is w ith  him  to p erm it o r to 
h inder persecution, according as in h is wisdom would be 
fo r the best in terests  of his people and fo r the outw orking 
of h is glorious plans. The persecution w hich then  arose 
had, doubtless, a  two-fold e ffec t: (1) I t  served to  te s t and 
to s if t  those who had  already  nam ed the nam e o f C h r is t ; 
to prove th e ir  loyalty, th e ir  w illingness to endure hardness 
as good soldiers, th e ir  w orth iness to be reckoned among 
th e  overcomers. N ot only did i t  te s t them , bu t it  undoubt­
edly streng thened  them  ; fo r experience shows us th a t every 
tr ia l and tes t endured w ith  fa ith fu lness b rings an increase 
of victory  and s treng th  of character. (2) I t  became the 
L ord’s m eans of spreading the t ru th  in every direction, 
and thus of greatly  broadening, as well as deepening h is 
w ork in th e  world. H aving first placed those who, by h is 
p rov iden tia l arrangem ents, had  been gathered  to one center,, 
he now sca tte red  them , as ligh ts th roughout P alestine  and 
th e  ad jacen t country.

T here  w as a Philip  am ong the tw elve apostles, bu t it  is 
no t he th a t  is re fe rred  to in th is lesson. T his P h ilip  w as 
one of the seven deacons whose choice by the churcli is 
re la ted  in Acts 6 :5 .  E vidently  he had  used well th e  oppor­
tu n ities  thus afforded him, by a ttend ing  not only to  the 
d is tribu tion  of the n a tu ra l food to the needy, bu t by the 
feeding of h is own h e a r t upon th e  sp iritu a l food also, thus 
p reparing  him self, as a se rvan t and m in is ter of the Lord, 
fo r fu th e r service of a m ore sp iritu a l kind.

P hilip  w as one of those whom th e  persecution drove ou t 
of Jerusalem . L et u s  stop h ere  to  notice th a t  the  early  
church m ight have s a id : Persecution  is getting  sev e re ; 
bu t we w ill s tay  w here we are, suffer im prisonm ent, etc., 
esteem ing th a t  th e  L ord is able to p ro tec t u s here  as well 
as elsewhere. T his would have been sound reason ing : bu t 
it  w ould have indicated a neglect o f the L ord ’s d irections 
to  h is church, when he sa id : “W hen they  persecute you 
in th is  city, flee ye in to  ano ther” . (M atthew  1 0 :2 3 ) T he 
persecution w as in tended to sca tte r  them , and fa ilu re  to

take  heed to  th e  L ord ’s d irections m ight have led some of 
the  m ost ea rnes t and  fa ith fu l o f th e  church to  res is t th e  
designs of providence obstihately. So now, le t those who 
m ay be called upon to  endure persecution rem em ber the 
L ord’s d ire c tio n ; and  a f te r  giving a  proper testim ony, if 
th e  door of opportun ity  opens, le t them  remove to  ano ther 
locality, w here th e ir  fa ith fu lness and increased knowledge 
and  wisdom in th e  handling of “the sw ord of th e  sp ir it” 
m ay give them  opportunities fo r still g rea te r usefulness. 
T his w as th e  case w ith  Philip , who removed to Sam aria, 
and apparen tly  lost no tim e in beginning the m in istry  of the 
tru th , preaching C hrist.

“MY WITNESSES IN  SAMARIA”
I t  w ill be rem em bered th a t the  city  of S am aria  w as the 

cap ita l o f a  d is tr ic t called Sam aria, whose people were 
known as S a m a r ita n s ; being of m ixed blood, Jew ish  and 
G entile, they  w ere accounted by th e  Jew s as though they 
w ere G en tile s; hence “the Jew s had  no dealings w ith  the 
S am aritan s”. W e rem em ber, fu ther, th a t i t  w as respecting 
these people th a t  our L ord  sa id  to h is disciples, when 
sending them  f o r th : “Go not into the w ay of th e  Gentiles, 
and into any city of the Sam aritans  en te r ye n o t : B ut go 
ra th e r  to  the lost sheep of the house of Is rae l”. (M atthew  
1 0 :5 , 6 ; 1 5 :2 4 ) O ur L ord thus m arked the S am aritans 
as being separa te  and d is tinc t from  th e  Israe lites .

We rem em ber, fu r th e r, th a t it  w as because our Lord 
w ould no t en te r in to  a  village of S am aria  and  heal its  
sick, th a t  th e  people of th a t city  refused to sell the  disciples 
food, as they  passed by. I t  w as in resen ting  th is affront 
th a t  Jam es and  John, tw o of the apostles, said  to our L o rd : 
‘W ilt thou th a t  we comm and fire from  heaven to consume 
th e ir  city?’ Jesus answ ered : “Ye know not w hat m anner 
of sp irit ye a re  of. F o r the Son of M an is no t come to 
destroy m en’s lives, b u t to  save them ”. (L uke 9 :52-56) 
I t  w as a  woman from  a little  city  in th is sam e section who 
had previously m et the L ord a t Jacob’s well, and who got 
from  him a little  ta s te  of the w ater of Life, then  brought 
m any of her friends and  neighbors, who also ta s ted  and 
w ere refreshed, and  m any of them  believed on him. N ever­
theless, our L ord ’s testim ony w a s : “Ye w orship ye know 
not w h a t : we know  w hat we w o rsh ip : fo r salvation  is of 
the Jew s”.—John 4 : 22.

The fac t th a t P h ilip  now came into Sam aria, under the 
leading of divine providence, and preached the Gospel there, 
signifies th a t  th e  tim e had  come fo r the Gospel to be 
extended beyond Judaism . I t  im plies, therefore, th a t  th is  
incident occurred a t  least th ree  and one-half years a fte r  
ou r L ord ’s death—a fte r  the close of the seventieth  symbolic 
week, and the fu ll end of Is rae l’s special favor as respects 
the Gospel inv ita tion  of th is age. E vidently  the apostles 
lmd less strenuous feelings of opposition aga in s t th e  Sam ar­
itan s than  aga in s t G entiles in general, because they w ere 
of mixed Jew ish  blood.

THE GOSPEL ACCOMPANIED BY SIGNS
The S am aritan s w ere ripe fo r the Gospel, and the fac t 

th a t  the Jew s had  disdained them  as they did the Gentiles 
no doubt m ade them  all the m ore ready to receive the 
Gospel message, w hich ignored all caste and class d istinc­
tions, and accepted into its  brotherhood a ll who confessed 
th e ir  sins, accepted Jesu s as the  Redeemer, and made full 
consecration to him . P h ilip ’s p reaching w as backed by the 
open m anifesta tions of the sp irit, in healings, etc., as w as 
all th e  preaching of th a t  time. These m an ifestations of 
pow er w ere intended to establish  the fa ith , and to counter­
ac t the w onder w orkings of S a tan  th rough  necrom ancers, 
those possessed of the sp irit of divination, and  o thers 
of like brand.

T he tru th  reached th e  S am aritan s ju s t in tim e to  rescue 
them  from  some of S a tan ’s w ily a rts , as p ractised  by one
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WATCH TOWER
Simon Magus—the word Magus signifying sorcerer. The 
record is th a t  his influence w ith the people had been great, 
both w ith rich and poor. They looked upon him as being 
possessed of “ the g rea t power of God”. As the Apostle 
declares, th e  g rea t deceiver assum es a  garm ent of light, 
and  p resen ts him self as a  m in is ter of light, fo r th e  deception 
of those who a re  seeking the tru th . Today he has a varie ty  
of devices, snares and  tra p s  fo r those who a re  w aking out 
of the slum bers of gross superstition  and  ignorance brought 
down from  the d a rk  ages.

Ju s t a t  tiie p resen t tim e S atan  is m aking g rea t use of 
sp iritism  to delude the people and create  the im pression in 
th e ir  m inds th a t  tab le  tippings, w eird rappings, m ore or 
less incoherent m utterings or w hisperings, flashes of light, 
etc., etc., a re  in some m anner m an ifestations of divine 
power. In  ano ther garb  he appears as a healer, presenting  
to th e  suffering m em bers of hum an ity  certa in  physical 
reliefs and cures. These a re  accom plished by the sam e 
pow er w hich w orked th rough  Simon M agus and a re  d is­
tr ibu ted  to those who w ill yield them selves to deception 
and who w ill deny th e  t ru th  and  persisten tly  stick  to the 
d e n ia l; they shall have th e  rew ard  of healing.

SIMON MEETS SUPERIOR POWER
Those who accepted P h ilip ’s messages and made a 

consecration to the Lord, signified it by baptism , by im m er­
sion into w ater. T his symbolized the im mersion of th e ir 
w ills into the w ill of God as expressed in C hrist. I t  
signified th a t henceforth  they  would be dead to self and 
to the world, and w ould rise  to  w alk in newness of 
life, as members o f the body of C hrist. We read  nothing 
about th e  recording of the nam es in a denom inational 
register. The early  church recognized, as we do, th a t the 
im portan t m a tte r is th a t  believers should be joined to 
Christ and th a t th e ir  nam es on th is account should be 
“w ritten  in heaven”. Simon, who had  previously been tlio 
religious leader of th e  people, th e ir leader into darkness, 
into th e  w iles of the adversary , became one of P h ilip ’s 
converts, one of those im m ersed, and a constant a tten d an t 
upon P h ilip ’s m inistry , beholding w ith  am azem ent the 
pow er of God operating  th rough  him, which pow er he 
recognized as being superior to the pow er ot S atan  which 
had  operated  th rough  him self.

News of God’s favor to the S am aritans, and  of the ir 
acceptance of the Lord, soon reached J e ru sa le m ; and 
rep resen tatives of the whole company of the apostles and 
o thers a t th a t place w ent down to S am aria  to observe the 
w ork of the Lord, and, no doubt ,to encourage the believers. 
B u t they w ent specially because the gifts  of the holy 
sp irit (m iraculous healings, tongues, etc.,) could be com­
m unicated  only through the apostles. However well Philip  
m ight proclaim  the Gospel and im m erse believers he, not 
being one of the chosen twelve, had  not the pow er of 
com m unicating those gifts. I t  is m anifest th a t since those 
g ifts  were com m unicated only by th e  apostles they m ust 
have ceased shortly  a f te r  the death  of the las t of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb.

P e te r w as one of those sent, and also John, the very 
one who had  inquired of our Lord w hether he desired them 
to call down lire ui>on the S am aritan  village. How' much 
change the gospel of C h ris t had  w rought, even in th is 
good young m an ! H e had learned  of Jesus and now had  
th e  sam e sp irit w hich sought not to destroy m en’s lives 
bu t to save them.

W hen the apostles a rrived  they  prayed w ith  the disciples, 
and  then la id  th e ir  hands upon them , com m unicating some 
of the gifts. P resum ably  the  g ifts  w ere the sam e here as 
e lsew h ere : pow er to speak w ith  foreign tongues, to in te r­
p re t foreign languages, to perform  m iracles, etc. As Simon 
M agus w as one of the believers, one of the baptized ones, 
it  is qu ite  possible th a t he received some g if t of the holy 
sp irit. Yet he, and quite probably o thers of the num ber, 
w as not in fu ll harm ony w ith  th e  L ord and his gracious 
plans. The gif ts  of th e  sp irit m ight be im parted  in s tan ta ­
neously ; bu t th e  fru its  of the sp ir it could be had  only 
by grow th. Those gifts, therefore , a re  not to  be esteem ed 
as being such good evidence of th e  divine favor and  of

nearness to  the Lord as a re  the fru its  of the sp irit w hich 
all of the L ord’s consecrated people of today should possess 
in  some degree— meekness, gentleness, patience, long 
suffering, b ro therly  kindness, love. The A postle Pau l tells 
us th a t  if  he had all of the g ifts  and  yet lacked love, it  
would profit him nothing, eventually, as respects the g reat 
favor to w h ic h  the Lord h as c a l l e d  h is church. 
■—-1 C orin th ians 13: 1 -8 .

SIMON’S HEART NOT RIGHT

Simon Magus, while astonished a t  w h a t he had  seen, 
and in terested  from  th a t standpoint, and  convinced th a t 
the pow er w as a holy one; and  w hile he had  also cast 
in his lot w ith  the believers, and  probably received a gift, 
w as still “ in the gall of b itterness, and  in  the bonds of 
in iqu ity”, as the Apostle P e te r subsequently  told him . We 
m ight n a tu ra lly  incline to the thought th a t  Simon never 
w as a h ea rt believer and  th a t h is acceptance o f th e  gospel 
w as w ith  some unholy motive. B u t if  th is  view be taken  
we a re  encountered w ith  the s ta tem en t th a t  he “believed” 
and w ith  the fu r th e r  fac t th a t the A postle adm onished 
him to p ray  th a t th e  thought of h is h e a rt m ight be forgiven 
him. In  th e  New T estam ent the w ord believers Indicates, 
alm ost universally , fu lly  c o n s e c r a te d  believers. T he 
Scrip tu res do not inform  us m ore p a rticu la rly  and we a re  
obliged to leave the account there. We do not know w hat 
became of Simon Magus, bu t we do know th a t  h is a ttem p t 
to pu rchase special g ifts from  God w ith  money w as a 
reprehensible act and  m et w ith  the  rebuke it  deserved 
from  the A postle Peter.

A pparently  we a re  able to discern in Simon the conception 
of the A nti-C hrist idea, the first m anifesta tion  of a  desire 
on the p a r t  of believers to effect pecuniary  aggrandizem ent 
th rough  the power associated w ith  th e  gospel. Sim on’s 
in terest in the pow ers exemplified by th e  apostles led him 
to the  point of asking P e te r to give him the apostolic power 
of com m unicating g if ts ; prom ising him in re tu rn  a good 
com pensation in money. l ie  thus showed th a t  he w as not 
deeply in terested  in the tru th  and its  service from  the righ t 
s ta n d p o in t; th a t it  w as m erely a  curiosity  in te rest and 
th a t selfishness had  not given place to love: th a t he would 
like to have th is apostolic pow er so th a t he could use it  in 
a selfish way, fo r his own aggrandizem ent e ith e r in money 
or prestige—  a t all events fo r h is own advantage among 
the people.

THE SIN OF SIMONY
T here have been m any of th is sam e disposition since. 

Simony does not necessarily  appeal to th e  w orst of men. 
nor even to  the less endowed among believers. I t  is safe  
to say th a t there  a re  hundreds of thousands, yea, millions, 
of the M agus class in the nom inal churches of today ; 
there  a re  men and women who have never discerned the real 
sp irit and  purpose of the gospel, bu t who look a t  its  various 
arrangem ents from  the m ercenary point of view, consider­
ing w hat shall be the gain or loss, the social advantage or 
d isadvantage of th e ir rela tionsh ip  thereto . They m ain tain  
th e ir re la tionsh ip  to  C hristendom  because of the honor or 
social position or w orldly prosperity  w hich it has brought 
them , or is b ringing them , or w hich they  hope yet to 
obtain  th rough  it. To all such th e  w ords of the Apostle 
a p p ly : “Thou h a s t ne ither p a r t  nor lot in  th is m a tte r”.
T he holy sp irit, God’s power, is given to  those who tru ly  
desire  i t  and who take  the steps of consecration and  devo­
tion  necessary to bring  them  into in tim ate  contact w ith  
Jehovah  and  h is blessed Son.

Even among those who have received presen t tru th , 
we have reason to  fe a r  th a t some have received it  not in 
the love of it, bu t m erely in a  sp irit of curiosity , o r w ith  
a view to hav ing  som ething w hich they  can use as a  m eans 
fo r bring ing  them selves into some place of prom inence 
among th e  brethren . Such persons a re  dangerous charac­
te rs—dangerous to them selves and  th e ir  own best in terests, 
and  dangerous in th e ir  influence on th e  church. Such should 
be carefu lly  avoided in th e  selection of leaders among the 
L ord’s people, no m a tte r w hat th e ir  n a tu ra l gifts, riches, 
o r ta len ts  m ay be.

Brooklyn, N. Y.



THE PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH— PETER CALLS AT LYDDA— PETER RESTORES .ENEAS TO HEALTH— MANY TURN TO 
THE LORD— TABITIIA SICKENS AND DIES— PETER RAISES TAISITHA TO LIFE— A HTJMKLE WOMAN’S FRIENDS.

“Jesus Christ m ahcth  thee whole: arise."— Acts 9:S)t .

PETER AT LYDDA A N D  JOPPA
------- F ebruary 8.— A cts 9 :32-43.--------

TH E  persecution w hich sca tte red  th e  disciples th rough­
out all Judea, and of w hich Saul w as one of the 
leaders, subsided shortly  a f te r  his conversion. I t  was 

followed by a period of rest, recuperation , edification, as 
m entioned in Acts 9 : 31. P au l’s conversion m ay have had 
som ething to do w ith  th is re s t bu t it w as also contributed 
to by the arising  of troubles between the Jew s and Rome 
because of an effort on the p a r t of C aligula Caesar to 
estab lish  h is s ta tu es as objects of w orship in Judea , and 
even in the Temple itself.

Tlie account says (h a t there  w ere sa in ts w hich dw elt a t 
Lydda. E vidently  they w ere scattered  about in various places 
and  the apostles spent part, of th e ir tim e in v isiting  the 
little  groups of believers w ith  a view to encouraging them 
and  to streng then ing  th e ir  hope. In these travels P eter 
came to Lydda, the chief city in the p lain  of Sharon, about 
m idway betw een Jerusalem  and Joppa—ten miles from  each.

T he special mission w as to v is it the sa in ts who resided 
there. T his w ord “sa in ts’’ is one of p a rticu la r a ttractiveness. 
Tt signifies holy ones, those believers who a re  being sanc ti­
fied in C hris t Jesus.

AENEAS, THE PARALYTIC, HEALED 
W hile a t Lydda the Apostle found a certa in  paraly tic . 

.E neas by name, whom lie healed. We are  not told th a t he 
w as one of th e  sa in ts ; the presum ption, therefore , is tha t 
lie w as not, hu t (lmt at most lie w as the friend  of some of 
them  and (h a t in th is m anner the A postle’s a tten tion  was 
draw n to him. The fac t th a t lie laid been bedfast, helpless, 
eigh t years, testified th a t  tlie healing w as a m iracle. I ts  
fam e spread abroad and resulted, we a re  told, in the draw ing 
of many people unlo the Lord and to the church. T hus did 
the Lord establish  the church and a tt ra c t  to it those who 
wove in (he rig h t a ttitu d e  of heart, using m iracles then, as 
lie now uses o ther means. Those m iracles, as a lready 
pointed out, cannot have lasted  much longer th an  the 
apostil's them selves: the g ifts of healing, etc., lining gran ted  
only th rough  ihe laving on of the apostles’ h an d s; and the 
tw elve had no successo rs; the heavenly Jerusa lem  had  
tw elve foundations, and no more, and in them w ere w ritten  
the nam es of ihe tw elve apostles and no others.

VALUE OF GOOD WORKS AND ALMSDEEDS 
One of tlie disciples, th a t is, probably one of the  sa in ts 

or consecrated believers who resided a t Joppa, on the sea- 
coast, w as apparen tly  a woman of some m eans and educa­
tion and, if her name represented  her appearance, she w as 
very beautiful. T ab itha  w as her Syriac name, and Dorcas 
w as its  Creek tran s lite ra tio n : it signifies graceful, beautiful. 
H ut tills woman was fam ed fo r a beauty  and grace entirely  
separa te  and d i s t i n c t  from  w hatever she possessed of 
physical charm . H ers was the beauty of a meek and quiet 
sp irit, full of love and helpfulness.

D orcas had been in tlie habit  (as tlie Creek tex t indicates) 
of assisting  tlie poor w ith  garm ents, and in sim ilar services. 
I t  is alm ost certa in , too, th a t she assisted  them w ith words 
of encouragem ent and helpfulness, and m inistered  to  them 
the tru th . U nder these circum stances it is not strange th a t 
her deatli should have produced sorrow, especially among 
tlie beneficiaries of her charities and among tlie num erous 
friends which a beau tifu l O liristlike sp irit of this kind is 
sure  to make.

KINDNESS ACCORDING TO OPPORTUNITY 
Ail of tlie L ord 's sa in ts  a re  to lie m a r ty rs ; th e ir consecra­

tion is to lay down th e ir  lives in tlie service of the Lord, the 
b reth ren , and the tru th  ; and as nearly  as they can under­
stand  in tlie way w hich lie d irects them  through  his W ord 
and  through ills providences. O ur covenant is not one of 
self-preservation, but one of self-sacrifice. T rue, we are  
looking fo r and hoping fo r life e te rn a l and glorious, as 
sp irit beings; lm t the term s and conditions upon w hich we 
a re  Scrip tu ra lly  hoping to a tta in  th a t perfect and new life 
a re  th a t we shall sacrifice w hat rem ains of th is present

ea rth ly  life. A nother thought th a t comes in th is connection 
is th a t w hile our chief service under p resen t conditions is 
the m in istry  of tlie sp iritu a l food, sp iritua l drink, and 
sp iritu a l clothing to the household of fa ith , nevertheless wo 
a re  to rem em ber th a t  to llie ex ten t of our ab ilities and 
opporunities wo a re  to do good unto nil men.

Those who luck the opportun ity  or the w herew ithal for 
generosity  in th is w orld’s goods, so th a t they have nothing 
w herew ith  to m inister, in a  tem poral way, to tlie neces­
sities of the sa in ts  o r others, should not forget th a t they 
have tlie s lid  m ore precious, m ore valuable, more helpful, 
more cheering consolations of tlie sp irit of the tru th  and 
kindness to dispense to such ns are  in any need. Would 
th a t all of the L ord’s people would cultivate  these Dorcas 
qualities, and thus become more and more beau tifu l and 
graceful in the eyes of th e ir Lord, as well as in the eyes 
of tlie unprejudiced of the w o rld '.

AN AFFECTING DEATH CHAMBER SCENE

A pparently  D orcas fell sick and died suddenly a t aboiil 
the tim e th a t o thers of the sa in ts  a t  Joppa heard  of Peter 's 
being a t Lydda and of tlie cure perform ed there. Thy sent 
fo r him  im m ediately ; probably having no thought of his 
perform ing such a m iracle as to bring  D orcas hack to life, 
bu t ra th e r  w ith  tlie thought th a t they had  lost a highly 
esteem ed member of th e ir little  group and th a t P eter could 
g i\e  them  some consolation. T here was no telegraph or 
telephone or mail service th e n ; and two of ihe b rethren  
becamu tlie m in isters to take tlie word lo Peter, lo requesr 
liis presence, and (h a t w ithout delay. In  tlie city of 
Jerusa lem  a corpse m ust be buried llie sam e (lay, 1ml in the 
sm aller cities and villages it m ight lie as much as three 
days unburied. P e te r 's  presence was w anted at once, before 
D orcas would be b u ried ; and lie w ent a t once.

An affecting scene w as before P eter as lie entered  Hie 
death  chamber. Poor widows and o thers were lam enting 
tlie loss of th e ir friend, and showing tlie garm ents which 
they w ere w earing and w hich she had  made fo r them. It 
surely w as a noble tr ibu te  to tlie usefulness of her life. 
No m illionaire lias ever left monum ents which will endure 
so long, or which will reflect so much glory on his character, 
as w ere left by th is hum ble woman. And even tlie hum blest 
and poorest of us may, to some extent, em ulate Ibis example 
and leave some such m onum ents of love and testim onies of 
appreciation behind us when we die.

We who a re  w atching ami looking fo rw ard  to tile close of 
our earth ly  journey, and Unit before very long, should see 
to it th a t our li te s  a re  spent (lay by day in such a m anner 
th a t some will lie happier fo r them  and th a t our decease 
will he recognized by some, a t least, as a loss.

P e te r 's  most notable m iracle w as the bringing of Dorcas 
hack from  tlie po rta ls  of death . Like the o ther m iracle 
reported  in th is lesson, it w as peculiar lo that time, and 
had the special purpose of establish ing tlie church. We arc 
not to suppose th a t all of God's people during, th is gospel 
age should lie thus snatched hack from  deatli. nor that they 
should be all relieved from beds of sickness, nor (lmt they 
should all have pow er such as tlie Apostle here exercised. 
T here is a m in is try  effected by evils (calam ity , sickness, 
death ) w hich h as often been valuable indeed to tlie L ord’s 
people, inculcating  various lessons and developing various 
fru its  of tlie sp irit. A fter consecrating our lives to the Lord, 
le t us see to it th a t  we exercise fa itti in him  on whom we 
have believed, and th a t we be persuaded th a t lie is able to 
keep guard  over all of our in terests  against the day of 
glorification and final rew ard. D ivine wisdom is much more 
able to m ete out to us those experiences, is much more able 
to bring  us into contact w ith  those influences w hich will 
w ork fo r ou r own developm ent and growtli as new creatu res 
th an  we ourselves could do. Even our Lord Jesus had  th is 
a ttitu d e  of mind when lie sa id : “The cup which my F a th e r 
h a th  given me, shall I  not d rink  it? ’’—John 8 :1 1 .
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CORNELIUS AND IIIS VISION— HIS PRAYERS AND H IS ALMS ASCEND TO (30D IN DUE TIME— THE VISION GIVEN TO 
PETER— THE FIRST PREACHING TO THE GENTILES— THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CONVERSION OF CORNELIUS.

“The same Lord is Lord of all, and is rich unto all tha t call upon him.”— Romans 10:12.

PETER A N D  CORNELIUS
— F ebruary  15.— Acts 1 0 :3 0 -4 8 —

MANY people, even C hristians, seem to m isunderstand  
the A postle's sta tem en t th a t “God is no respecter of 
persons” ; they  apply these w ords in a very different 

way from  th a t in w hich the Apostle used them . The Apostle 
perceived th a t God is a respecter of c h a ra c te r ; hu t th a t he 
is not a  respecter of ou tw ard  appearances, conditions, color 
of skin, nationality , etc., since the exp ira tion  of God’s 
special favor to the .Tews. F o r more than  eighteen centuries 
God has been a respecter of p e rso n s : he had  respected the 
persons of the na tu ra l seed of A braham  and had given them  
m uch advantage every way. (Itom uns 3 :1 )  I t  w as not to 
the d iscred it of any Jew  to th ink  th a t God would not extend 
h is favor to the Gentiles, because all they had  known or 
been taugh t tended to su b stan tia te  th is view in th e ir  minds.

Hut throe and one-half years a f te r  th e  cross, the period 
which God had  set a p a rt as m ark ing  his special mercy and 
favor to his chosen fleshly people expired  and from  th a t 
tim e to this, both Jew s and  Gentiles approach God by one 
channel and in one m anner, namely, by fu ll and  complete 
personal consecration, having accepted C hris t Jesus as th e ir 
Redeem er and Savior from sin. P rio r to th a t point o f tim e 
and on and a f te r  the D ay of Pentecost, Jew s could be 
tran sfe rred  from  Moses, o r the House of Servants, into 
C hris t, or the House of Sons. (H ebrew s 3 : 5, G; Rom ans 11) 
B ut now a new period in the divine dispensation had  arrived  
and it  required a m iraculous vision to assure the Apostle 
th a t it  was God’s w ill fo r him  to go and preach to the 
Gentiles. H ere P e te r had  the privilege of fulfilling the 
prom ise winch his Lord had  given him, namely, th a t he 
should operate  the keys of th e  kingdom of heaven. (M at­
thew  1G:19) He had exercised th is au tho rity  on behalf of 
the Jew ish  believers on the D ay of Pentecost and now th a t 
prom ise was completely fulfilled—the door w as open for 
both Jew  and Gentile into the kingdom class of jo in t 
he irs w ith  C hrist.

W hen the A postle appeared a t  C ornelius’ home and 
perceived th a t Cornelius had had direction concerning the 
m atte r and th a t  his fa ith  had prom pted him to ga th e r h is 
household, and perhaps re latives and friends, he gave 
u tte rance  to  the w ords: “Of a  tru th  I perceive th a t God 
is no respecter of p e rso n s : bu t in every nation  he th a t 
feare th  him, and w orketh  righteousness, is accepted w ith  
him ”.—V erses 34, 35.

DIVINE FELLOWSHIP NOT FOR ALL

I t  is a  m isapprehension, f a r  too common, th a t  anybody 
and  everybody m ay come to the Lord upon term s of 
intim acy and  fam iliarity . In  consequence of such m is­
apprehensions m any approach the fountain  of grace w ithout 
au thority , w ithou t inv ita tion , and w ithout accep tance; 
because (ignoring th e  A postle’s w ords) they do no t fea r 
the Lord, and a re  not w orkers of righteousness, and  a re  
not accepted w ith  him.

Lack of instruction , and  m is-instruction by C hristians, 
a re  responsible fo r much of th is w rong condition ex isting  in 
nom inal Christendom . Let us learn  to  follow carefully  the 
S c rip tu ra l p rogram  and p reced en t; le t us not give th e  
im pression th a t  God is no respecter of character. L et us, on 
th e  con trary , as P e te r did, point out th a t reverence fo r God 
is e s se n tia l; th a t an endeavor to live righteously  is an 
essen tia l, a  reform ation  of life, a  tu rn in g  from  sin to 
righ teousness; and th a t, even then, none can be acceptable 
to  God except through th e  appointed w ay—fa ith  in the 
atonem ent w ork of our L ord  Jesus C hrist.

Cornelius, th e  centurion, whose acceptance w ith  God is 
th e  subject of th is  lesson, w as evidently  converted to  God 
and  to  righteousness years p rio r to th is  incident. Indeed, 
trad itio n  has it, th a t he w as the sam e centurion whose 
se rv an t w as healed in response to  h is en trea ty  presented 
before the M aster. B ut th is is th e  testim ony of the W o rd : 
he w as a  w orshiper of God, a  benevolent alm sglver, and  his 
love of righteousnss and his consistent life w ere recognized

U

among those w ith  whom he had  to d o ; yet, som ething more 
w as necessary before lie could be accepted w ith  God in the 
proper sense of th a t word. T here is a lesson here fo r those 
who im agine th a t a reverence fo r God and m orality  a re  all 
th a t is necessary to divine acceptance, as C ornelius had 
these qualities in large m easure fo r some tim e before his 
acceptance. The Lord’s dealing w ith  him  m ay well be a 
guide fo r all o thers who desire to approach him in covenant 
relationship.

A lthough devout, Cornelius w as not a J e w ; and he rea liz­
ed him self to be outside the pale of special divine favor. 
S till he prayed to G od ; we a re  not told fo r w hat he prayed, 
bu t in harm ony w ith  the records we m ay read ily  suppose 
th a t he prayed fo r enlightenm ent respecting  the divine 
charac te r and plan, and fo r a closer approach to and  a 
deeper realization  of divine favor and acceptance. Perhaps 
he had learned considerable of Jesus and w as perplexed on 
th is  very su b je c t; perhaps th is fac t led him to the earnest 
p rayers  w hich the Lord saw  fit to answ er in a  m iraculous 
m anner, sending an angel to him and assu ring  him th a t his 
p rayers and his alm s w ere appreciated  of the Lord as 
m em orials of h is piety.—Verse 4.

T he angel in tim ated  th a t som ething fu r th e r  than  p rayers 
and good deeds was n ecessa ry ; bu t the additional things 
the angel w as not commissioned to  tell. C ornelius needed 
to know of the Lord Jesus from  the tru e  s ta n d p o in t: he 
m ust exercise fa ith  in him  as h is Redeemer, before the 
m em orials of his piety would count fo r anyth ing  w ith  God, 
o r bring  him into the desired relationsh ip  and  under the 
divine favor.

JEHOVAH’S HUMBLE INSTRUMENTALITIES
We know very well th a t the Lord could have prom ulgated 

the Gospel th rough  the in s trum en ta lity  of an g e ls ; bu t here, 
as elsewhere, we see th a t th is  w as not h is p u rp o se ; th a t he 
was pleased to use consecrated hum an sons as h is am bas­
sadors, to proclaim  “the good tid ings of g rea t joy . . . for 
all people”. W hat a g rea t honor God h as thus done us who 
“w ere by n a tu re  children of w rath , even as o thers” of the 
race, bu t who, having accepted divine favor in C hrist, a re  
not only “accepted in the Beloved” bu t a re  m ade channels of 
divine blessing and favor in the calling ou t of others. The 
divine course in th is respect has not only been an honor to 
h is adojited children, but, additionally , it  has been a 
b lessing; for w hat C hristian  does not know from  experience 
th a t  g rea t blessings come upon all who a re  fa ith fu l in 
serving the W ord to others? “H e th a t w a te re th  shall be 
w atered  also him self.”—Proverbs 11: 25.

Cornelius w as instructed  to send fo r the Apostle P e te r 
and w as inform ed in advance th a t certa in  words  he would 
tell him  w ere of im p o rtan ce ; they w ould be essen tia l to his 
fu r th e r  progress in knowledge and in fa i th ;  it  w ould be 
th rough  these w ords th a t he would be led into divine favor. 
C ornelius’ readiness of m ind is shown by th e  prom ptness of 
h is obedience. H e no t only prayed, bu t p repared  to co­
operate w ith  God in the answ ering of h is own prayers. 
The th ree persons sent a f te r  P e te r (tw o of them  household 
servants, and one of them  a soldier, all devout persons, who 
feared  God) give us good evidence th a t th is  G entile w as 
feeling a f te r  God, and striv ing  to  the best o f h is ab ility  to 
please and honor him, and no t teen  keeping h is ligh t and 
his p rim ary  fa ith  under a bushel. I t  h ad  shone out before 
h is fam ily and servan ts and before the sold iers under his 
control. T his is the kind of m an whom God delights to 
acknowledge, w hatever m ay be h is na tiona lity  or the color 
of h is skin, and all such a re  recognized of the L ord and 
favored above o thers w ith ligh t and  tru th , ever since the 
d o se  of typical Is ra e l’s special favor. T here Is a lesson 
here th a t  some of the L ord’s people need. I t  is th a t  they 
should le t the light of th e  tru th  shine through them  upon 
all w ith  whom they come in contact. The sp irit of devotion 
should pervade every fam ily, every household, including 
the servants.
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Evidently  C ornelius w as fu ll of fa ith  in the Lord. H e did 
not w a it to see if  P e te r would com e; he fe lt confident th a t 
he would com e; he had  fa ith  in the L ord’s prom ise through 
th e  a n g e l: accordingly, he gathered  together h is friends and  
relatives and household, those upon whom he had  been 
exercising influence, and who, like him self, w ere pious and 
earnestly  desirous of know ing a ll th a t they m ight learn  
concerning the w ay of life, concerning the  way of recon­
ciliation  and harm ony w ith  God and  a ll the principles of 
rightousness w hich he represents.

TWO NOBLE MEN MEET
W hen P e te r arrived  a t  the  house of Cornelius, and the 

la tte r  saw  him and recognized him as God’s appointed 
servan t fo r the bringing of th is m essage to him, lie p ro s tra t­
ed him self a t P e te r’s feet in w orship. How different Cor­
nelius w as from  the  m ajo rity  of Romans, especially of 
Roman soldiers and officers! In s tead  of looking down upon 
the Jew , instead  of th ink ing  of him self as a represen tative 
of the  g rea test governm ent of the world, a t  the tim e, 
Cornelius was filled w ith  the sp irit of hum ility , and the fac t 
th a t h is visitor represen ted  the Lord called fo rth  from  him  
some of the sam e feelings th a t  were filling h is h ea rt w ith  
respect tow ard the  Lord him self—feelings of reverence.

B u t if  the C enturion w as noble and humble, the Apostle 
Peter showed h im self in response to be no less noble and 
loyal to G od ; fo r he a t once began to lif t  up the Centurion, 
saying, “S tand  u p ; I  m yself also am a m an”. (V erse 2G) 
P eter commends him self to our h ea rts  by th is  noble course, 
by th is  refusal to receive unauthorized  hom age; and he 
saved him self also from  a g rea t deal of tr ia l by thus d is­
ow ning su p ern a tu ra l honor and  au tho rity  prom ptly by 
recognizing h is tru e  position, th a t  he w as only a broken and 
em pty vessel, valuable only because of the  filling of the 
vessel w ith  the L ord’s s p i r i t : d istinguished only because the 
Lord had been pleased to use him  as a vessel of mercy 
and  tru th .

Not m any today a re  disposed to offer w orship to fellow 
creatures, and no t many, except high d ign itaries in ecclesi­
astica l organizations, such as popes and prelates, consent to 
receive w o rsh ip ; bu t a ll such have a  rebuke in the  course 
of the  Apostle P e te r in th is case. T here is, perhaps, little  
danger in our day  th a t any of the  b re th ren  would receive 
too much honor of men, because tbe sp irit of our tim e is 
running in  the  opposite direction. N evertheless, w herever 
a  sp irit o f serv ility  is m anifest, it  becomes the duty  of the 
b ro ther to whom it is offered to re fu se  i t ; and  to point his 
fellow servan t to  the Lord as the  rea l benefactor o f us all, 
from  whom comes every good and  perfect g ift, by w hatever 
channels he m ay be pleased to use.

P e te r coming into the house and  finding a  congregation 
of earnest, G od-fearing  G e n t i l e s  assembled, asked the 
pointed question : “F o r w hat in ten t have ye sent fo r m e?” 
(V erse 29) Cornelius then re lated  som ething of h is past 
experience, h is desire fo r fellow ship w ith  God and his 
endeavor to live in a m anner p leasing to  him , th e  vision 
th a t  he had  received, and  now P e te r 's  a rr iv a l in response 
to  th a t  vision, and  his expectancy th a t he w as about to 
hear w hat had  been prom ised him. H e w as no t saved by 
his alm sgiving, no t saved by his p rayers, nor yet by the 
message w h ic h  P e t e r  delivered ; bu t P e te r’s message, 
“w ords,” explain ing m atters, enabled Cornelius and  h is 
household to grasp by fa i th  th e  g rea t redem ption w hich is 
in C h ris t Jesus, and  th u s to be saved.

JESUS AND HIM CRUCIFIED
W e note w ith  keen in te rest the Apostle’s preaching, th a t 

we m ay clearly  discern the life-giving m essage w hich he 
brought, from  w hich Cornelius and  his associates derived 
th e ir saving fa ith . We find th a t  P e te r’s discourse w as the 
sam e gospel m essage w hich he had  delivered repeatedly  be­
fore. I t  w as Jesus, the  good, the  benign, and the  sacrifice fo r 
sins w hich he accom plished when he died on the cross. 
I t  w as th e  m essage of the hope of a resu rrec tion  from  the 
dead th rough  Jesus, as a ttes ted  in h is resu rrec tion  by the 
m ighty pow er o f God. I t  w as the message th a t  a  ransom  
for sinners hav ing  been provided the Lord is now pleased

to accept im perfect beings on conditions of fa ith , reverence, 
and obedience to righteousness according to ability. P e te r’s 
discourse w as the  old, old story, w hich to m any has become 
tedious and d is ta s te fu l; b u t w hich to every soul in the 
rig h t a ttitu d e  is the F a th e r’s m essage of forgiveness of 
sins, and  reconciliation through the  death  of his Son. This 
is the  sam e message w hich God is s till sending by a ll who 
a re  his tru e  am bassadors. T here is no o ther gospel, and 
those who presen t ano ther message a re  not, in th e ir  service, 
am bassadors fo r God, nor m in isters and m outhpieces of 
h is sp irit.

The Apostle P au l te lls us th a t  “it  pleased God through 
the foolishness of preaching to save them  w hich believe”. 
T ha t is, it  pleased God to adopt th is m ethod of declaring 
the tru th  respecting h is redem ptive p lan  and  to  accept and 
ju s tify  those who would believe and accept th is testimony. 
The testim ony m ay reach people today through le tte rs and 
tra c ts  or books, o r th rough  o ra l preaching. I t  m atte rs not 
w hat m a n n e r ; it simply m atte rs  th a t  the tru e  message shall 
be delivered, and received ; h u t the message comes in­
variably, th rough  the hum an channel, and not through 
angels, nor by the holy sp ir it’s pow er or operation aside 
from  hum an agents. We are  to bear in mind these lessons 
of God’s methods, and to apply them  appropriately  in 
connection w ith  the affairs of life. We are  not to expect 
the L ord to move upon o r in s tru c t our friends or k indred 
or ne ighbo rs; bu t a re  to rem em ber th a t  th is  honor he has 
conferred upon his “royal priesthood” ; and accordingly we 
are  to  he “not slo thful in business ; ferven t in s p i r i t ; serving 
the L o rd ;” serving the tru th  in any and  every m anner 
open to us.

JUDGMENT OF QUICK AND DEAD
A fter delivering the message itself, P e te r explained to 

Cornelius th a t  Jesus commanded the apostles to p reach  unto 
the people, and to testify  th a t  it  is he w hich w as ordained 
of God to be the  Judge of the quick and the dead. (Verse 42) 
The coming judgm ent, o r tr ia l, of the w orld is an im portant 
p a rt of the gospel m essage; and  is not to be excluded in 
the preaching of the gospel.

W hat advantage could accrue to the w orld th rough  the 
death  of C hris t if there  w ere no fu tu re  judgm ent o r tr ia l 
fo r them ? All w ere judged once in the  person of A dam ; 
and his condem nation passed upon all. The w orld needs no 
fu rth e r judgm ent along the lines of the  Adamic tran sg res­
sion and its  w eaknesses. The sentence fo r th a t  tran sg res­
sion w as complete, arid leaves nothing th a t  could be added. 
The Judge w as Jehovah him self, and  the sentence w as death. 
And now the good tid ings includes the  fac t th a t C hrist is to 
be the  Judge of the world. This signifies th a t  a new tr ia l fo r 
life is to  be accorded to Adam and h is race. T his of itself 
im plies a  release from  the orig inal death  sen tence ; it  implies 
a redem ption from  the  Adamic sentence, and an individual 
tr ia l to determ ine w hich m em bers of the  redeemed and 
lo-be-tried race w ill be accounted w orthy of everlasting  
life. Yes, th is  is “good tid ings of g rea t joy” fo r the w o rld ; 
even though the g rea t adversary  h as deluded the vast 
m ajority , even of C hristians, into th ink ing  th a t no new 
tr ia l is to be gran ted  to th e  whole world, bought w ith  the 
precious blood of C hrist.

Peter, in discoursing upon the  m atter, evidently had  his 
mind m ore w idely open th an  ever before to  a realization 
of w hat our Lord m eant in giving the general commission 
to preach the  gospel, not m erely to the Jew s, bu t to  who­
ever would have an ea r to hear. P e te r w as no t expecting 
“ea rs” am ong the G en tiles; bu t now he perceived th a t  God 
w as no t a respecter of nations and features, b u t th a t  the 
message w as open to all, and he  d id  h is best to presen t it. 
H e proceeded to show th a t  Jesus, as the M assiah, w as not 
evidenced m erely by the th ings connected w ith  h is m in istry  
and  the  m in istry  of h is fo llo w ers ; b u t th a t  a ll these things 
w ere foreknow n to God, and  planned, and  foreto ld  through 
the holy prophets of Is rae l, and  th a t  only in and  through 
the nam e and m erit of Jesus, only to those exercising fa ith  
in him , w as God pleased to show a reconciled face, and 
from  such only w as he w illing to take  aw ay a ll sin  and 
shame, and to adopt them  into h is  fam ily.
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BROTHER C. E. MYERS
Bridgeton, N. J .............. Jan. 4 Clinton, N. J ................... Jan. 11

BROTHER H. H. RIEMER
Wilkes-Barre, Pa............Jan. 4 Paterson, X. J ................ Jan. 11

BROTHER F. H. ROBISON
New Haven, Conn......... Jan. 4 Pottsville, Pa.................Jan. 11

BROTHER H. A. SEKLEMIAN
Reading, Pa..................... Jan. 4 Camden, N. J ................ Jan. 11

BROTHER W. E. VAN AMBURGH
Buffalo, N. Y.................... Jan. 4 Lancaster, Pa.................. Jan. 11

BROTHER C. A. W ISE
Utica, N. Y..................... Jan. 4 Columbus, Ohio ............. Jan. 11

BROTHER C. H. ZOOK
Newark, N. J .....................Jan. 4 Bangor, Pa....................... Jan. 11

BETHEL HYMNS FOR FEBRUARY
After the close of the hymn the Bethel fam ily listens I 

to the reading of “My Vow Unto the Lord”, then joins in [ 
prayer. At the breakfast table the Manna text is considered.
(1) 74; (2) 128; (3) 95; (4) 2G1; (5) 16G ; (G) 110; J 
(7 )1 6 5 ;  (8) 233; (9 )1 1 9 ;  (1 0 )1 9 6 ;  (11) 328; (1 2 )2 6 7 ;  I 
(1 3 )1 9 8 ;  ( 1 4 )8 ;  (1 5 )1 1 4 ;  (10) 273; (17) 203; (1 8 )1 1 3 ;  I 
(1 9 )1 3 0 ;  (20) 277; (2 1 )8 7 ;  (22) 9 9 ; (23) 242; (24) 145; 
(25) 93 ; (26) 248; (27) 185; (28) 298; (29) 109.


