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THIS JOURNAL AND ITS SACRED MISSION
r p H I S  j o u r n a l  is  o n e  o f  t h e  p r im e  f a c t o r s  o r  in s t r u m e n t s  in  t h e  s y s t e m  of B i b l e  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  “ S e m in a r y  E x t e n s i o n ” , now b e in g  
*  p r e s e n t e d  in  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c i v i l i z e d  w o r l d  by t h e  W atch  Tower B ible a T ract So ciety , c h a r t e r e d  A. D. 1884, “ F o r  t h e  P r o  
m o t i o n  o f  C h r i s t ia n  K n o w l e d g e ” . I t  n o t  o n l y  s e r v e s  a s  a  c la s s  r o o m  w h e r e  B i b l e  s t u d e n t s  m a y  m e e t  in  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  W o r d  b u t  
a l s o  a s  a  c h a n n e l  o f  c o m m u n ic a t i o n  t h r o u g h  w h ic h  t h e y  m a y  b e  r e a c h e d  w i t h  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ’ s  c o n v e n t i o n s  a n d  o f  t h e  
c o m i n g  o f  i t s  t r a v e l in g  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s ,  s t y l e d  “ P i l g r i m s ” , a n d  r e f r e s h e d  w i t h  r e p o r t s  of i t s  c o n v e n t i o n s .

O u r  “ B e r e a n  L e s s o n s ”  a r e  t o p i c a l  r e h e a r s a l s  o r  r e v ie w s  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y ’ s  p u b l i s h e d  S t u d i e s , m o s t  e n t e r t a in in g ly  a r r a n g e d ,  a n d  v e ry  
h e l p f u l  t o  a l l  w h o  w o u ld  m e r i t  t h e  o n l y  h o n o r a r y  d e g r e e  w h ic h  t h e  S o c i e t y  a c c o r d s ,  v i z . ,  V e r b i  D e i  M i n i s t e r  ( V .  D . M . ) ,  w h i c h  t r a n s l a t e d  
i n t o  E n g l i s h  i s  M i n i s t e r  o f  G o d ’ s  W o r d .  O u r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  L e s s o n s  is  s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  o l d e r  B ib le  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s .  B y  s o m e  t h i s  f e a t u r e  is  c o n s i d e r e d  in d is p e n s a b le .

T h is  j o u r n a l  s t a n d s  f ir m ly  f o r  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  o n l y  t r u e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t ia n ’ s  h o p e  n o w  b e in g  s o  g e n e r a l l y  r e p u d ia t e d  
— r e d e m p t io n  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e c io u s  b l o o d  o f  “ t h e  m a n  C h r i s t  J e s u s ,  w h o  g a v e  h i m s e l f  a  r a n s o m  [ a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  p r i c e ,  a  s u b s t i t u t e ]  f o r  
a l l ” . U  P e t e r  l  : l f i  ; 1 T i m o t h y  2 : 0 )  B u i l d i n g  u p  o n  t h is  s u r e  f o u n d a t i o n  t h e  g o l d ,  s i l v e r  a n d  p r e c io u s  s t o n e s  ( I  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 1 -  
1 5 ;  2  P e t e r  1 : 5 ' 1 1 )  o f  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d ,  i t s  f u r t h e r  m is s i o n  i s  t o  ‘ m a k e  a l l  s e e  w h a t  is  t h e  f e l l o w s h ip  o f  th e  m y s t e r y  w h ic h  . . . h a s  
b e e n  h i d  i n  G o d ,  . . .  t o  t h e  i n t e n t  t h a t  n o w  m ig h t  b e  m a d e  k n o w n  b y  t h e  c h u r c h  t h e  m a n i f o l d  w is d o m  o f  G o d ” — ‘ w h i c h  in  o t h e r  a g e s  
w a s  n o t  m a d e  k n o w n  u n t o  t h e  s o n s  o f  m e n  a s  i t  i s  n o w  r e v e a l e d ” .— E p h e s ia n s  3 : 5 - 9 ,  1 0 .

I t  s t a n d s  f r e e  f r o m  a l l  p a r t i e s ,  s e c t s  a n d  c r e e d s  o f  m e n , w h i l e  i t  s e e k s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  t o  b r i n g  i t s  e v e r y  u t t e r a n c e  i n t o  f u l l e s t  
s u b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d  in  C h r i s t ,  a s  e x p r e s s e d  in  t h e  h o l y  S c r i p t u r e s .  I t  is  t h u s  f r e e  t o  d e c l a r e  b o l d l y  w h a t s o e v e r  t h e  L o r d  
h a t h  s p o k e n — a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d iv in e  w is d o m  g r a n t e d  u n t o  u s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  u t t e r a n c e s .  I t s  a t t i t u d e  is  n o t  d o g m a t i c ,  b u t  c o n f i d e n t ;  
f o r  w e  k n o w  w h e r e o f  w e  a ffir m , t r e a d i n g  w it h  i m p l i c i t  f a i t h  u p o n  t h e  s u r e  p r o m is e s  o f  G o d .  I t  i s  h e ld  a s  a  t r u s t ,  t o  b e  u s e d  o n l y  in  h is  
s e r v i c e ;  h e n c e  o u r  d e c i s io n s  r e la t i v e  t o  w h a t  m a y  a n d  w h a t  m a y  n o t  a p p e a r  in  i t s  c o lu m n s  m u s t  b e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  j u d g m e n t  o f  h is  
g o o d  p le a s u r e ,  t h e  t e a c h in g  o f  h is  W o r d ,  f o r  t h e  u p b u i id in g  o f  b i s  p e o p le  in  g r a c e  a n d  k n o w le d g e .  A n d  w e  n o t  o n l y  i n v i t e  b u t  u r g e  o u r  
r e a d e r s  t o  p r o v e  a l l  i t s  u t t e r a n c e s  b y  t h e  i n f a l l i b l e  W o r d  t o  w h ic h  r e f e r e n c e  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  m a d e  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  s u c h  t e s t in g .

TO US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
T h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  is  “ t h e  t e m p le  o f  t h e  l i v i n g  G o d ” , p e c u l ia r l y  “ h is  w o r k m a n s h i p ”  ; t h a t  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  in  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  G o s p e l  a g e — e v e r  s i n c e  C h r i s t  b e c a m e  t h e  w o r l d ’ s R e d e e m e r  a n d  t h e  C h ie f  C o r n e r  S t o n e  o f  h is  t e m p le ,  t h r o u g h  w h ic h ,  w h e n  
f in is h e d ,  < ;n d ‘ s b ie s .s iu g  s h a l l  c o m e  “ t o  a l l  p e o p l e ” , a n d  t h e y  f in d  a c c e s s  t o  h im .— 1 C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 6 ,  1 7 ;  E p h e s ia n s  2 : 2 0 - 2 2 ;  
G e n e s is  2 8 : 1 4 ;  G a la t i a n s  3 : 2 9 .

T h a t  m e a n t im e  t h e  c h i s e l i n g ,  s h a p in g ,  a n d  p o l i s h in g  o f  c o n s e c r a t e d  b e l ie v e r s  in  C h r i s t ’ s  a t o n e m e n t  f o r  s in ,  p r o g r e s s e s  ; a n d  w h e n  t h e  
l a s t  o f  t h e s e  “ l i v i n g  s t o n e s ” , “ e l e c t  a n d  p r e c i o u s , ”  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  r e a d y ,  t h e  g r e a t  M a s t e r  W o r k m a n  w i l l  b r in g  a l l  t o g e t h e r  
In  t h e  f i r s t  r e s u r r e c t i o n  ; a n d  t h e  t e m p le  s h a l l  b e  f i l le d  w i t h  h i s  g l o r y ,  a n d  b e  t h e  m e e t i n g  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  G o d  a n d  m e n  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  M i l l e n n iu m .— R e v e la t i o n  1 5  : 5 -8 .

T h a t  t h e  b a s is  o f  h o p e ,  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  t h e  w o r l d ,  l ie s  in  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  “ J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  b y  t h e  g r a c e  o f  G o d ,  t a s t e d  d e a t h  f o r  e v e r y  
m a n , ”  “ a  r a n s o m  f o r  a l l , ”  a n d  w i l l  b e  “ t h e  t r u e  l i g h t  w h ic h  l i g h t e t h  e v e r y  m a n  t h a t  c o m e t h  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d ” , “ in  d u e  t im e ” .—  
H e b r e w s  2 : 9 ;  J o h n  1 :  9  ; 1  T i m o t h y  2 : 5 ,  6.

T h a t  t h e  h o p e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  t h a t  s h e  m a y  b e  l ik e  h e r  L o r d ,  “ s e e  h im  a s  h e  i s , ”  b e  “ p a r t a k e r s  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  n a t u r e ” , a n d  s h a r e  h is  
g l o r y  a s  h i s  j o i n t - h e i r . — 1 J o h n  3 : 2 ;  J o h n  1 7 : 2 4 ;  R o m a n s  8 : 1 7 ;  2  P e t e r  1 : 4 .

T h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  m is s i o n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t i n g  o f  t h e  s a in t s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  w o r k  o f  s e r v i c e ; t o  d e v e l o p  in  h e r s e l f  e v e r y

f r a c e ; t o  b e  G o d ’ s  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  w o r l d ; a n a  t o  p r e p a r e  t o  b e  k in g s  a n d  p r i e s t s  in  t h e  n e x t  a g e .— E p h e s ia n s  4 : 1 2 ;  M a t t h e w  2 4  ; 
i  ; R e v e la t i o n  1 : 6 ;  2 0  : 6 .

T h a t  t h e  h o p e  f o r  t h e  w o r l d  l ie s  I n  t h e  b le s s in g s  o f  k n o w le d g e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  a l l  b y  C h r i s t ’s  M i l l e n n ia l  k in g d o m ,  t h e
r e s t i t u t i o n  o f  a l l  t h a t  w a s  l o s t  in  A d a m ,  t o  a l l  t h e  w i l l i n g  a n d  o b e d ie n t ,  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e i r  R e d e e m e r  a n d  h i s  g l o r i f ie d  c h u r c h

— w h e n  a l l  t h e  w i l f u l l y  w ic k e d  w i l l  b e  d e s t r o y e d . — A c t s  3 : 1 9 - 2 3 ;  I s a i a h  3 5 .

* p U O U S H e . D  oy

WATCH TOWER. BIBLE 6 -TRACT SO C lE iy
124 COLUMBIA HEIQHTS a a BROOKLYN, NY. U S A ’

Foreign Offices : B r i t i s h  B r a n c h : 34 C r a v e n  T e r r a c e ,  L a n c a s t e r  
G a t e ,  L o n d o n  W . 2  ; A u s t r a l a s i a n  B r a n c h  ;  4 9 5  C o l l in s  S t . .  M e lb o u r n e ,  
A u s t r a l i a ; S o u t h  A f r i c a n  B r a n c h : 1 2 3  P l e i n  S t ,  C a p e  T o w n ,  
S o u t h  A f r i c a .

P l e a s e  A d d r e s s  t h e  So c ie t y  in  E v e r y  C a s e

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TRICE $ 1 .0 0  ( 4 s . )  IN ADVANCE 
SEND MONEY BY EXPRESS OR POSTAL ORDER, OR BY BANK DRAFT 

FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES BY INTERNATIONAL POSTAL ORDERS ONLY 
{ F o r e i g n  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  j o u r n a l  a p p e a r  i n  s e v e r a l  l a n g u a g e s )

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES
T h e s e  S t u d ie s  a r e  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  s t u d e n t s  a s  v e r i t a b le  B i b l e  

k e y s ,  d i s c u s s in g  t o p i c a l l y  e v e r y  v i t a l  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  B ib le .  M o r e  
t h a n  e l e v e n  m i l l i o n  c o p i e s  a r e  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  i n  n in e t e e n  la n g u a g e s .  
P r i c e s  a r e  n e t ,  p o s t p a i d ,  a n d  b a r e l y  c o v e r  c o s t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  
h a n d l in g .  T w o  s i z e s  a r e  i s s u e d  ( i n  E n g l i s h  o n l y )  : t h e  r e g u la r  m a ­
r o o n  c l o t h ,  g o l d  s t a m p e d  e d i t i o n  o n  d u l l  f in is h  p a p e r  ( s i z e  5 " x  7 i " ) ,  
a n d  t h e  m a r o o n  c l o t h  p o c k e t  e d i t i o n  o n  t h in  p a p e r  ( s i z e  4 '”  x  S I * ’ ) ; 
b o t h  s i z e s  a r e  p r i n t e d  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  p la t e s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e i n g  *In 
t h e  m a r g i n s ; b o t h  s i z e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a n  a p p e n d i x  o f  c a t e c h i s t i c  
q u e s t i o n s  f o r  c o n v e n i e n t  c la s s  u s e .  P r i c e s  f o r  b o t h  e d i t i o n s  a r e  
u n i f o r m .  T h e  l e a t h e r  b o u n d  a n d  f in e  I n d i a  p a p e r  e d i t i o n s  f o r m e r l y  
i s s u e d  a r e  p e r m a n e n t ly  o u t  o f  s t o c k .

E d i t o r i a l  C o m m i t t e e :  T h i s  j o u r n a l  i s  p u b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s io n  
o f  a n  e d i t o r i a l  c o m m it t e e ,  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  o f  w h o m  h a v e  r e a d  a n d  
a p p r o v e d  a s  t r u t h  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r in g  in  t h e s e  c o lu m n s .  
T h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  c o m m i t t e e  a r e : J . F. R u t h e r f o r d , 
W . E . V an  A m b u r g h , F . H . R o b is o n , G . H . F i s i i e r , W . E . P a g e .
T e r m s  t o  t h e  L o r d ’ s  P o o r :  All Bible students who, by reason o f old age or other in­
firmity or adversity, are unakfe to pay for this journal, will b e  su p p lied  f r e e  i f  they send 
a postal card each May stating their case and requesting such provision. We are not 
only willing, but anxious, that all such be on our list continually and in touch with the 
Berean studies.
N otice  to  Subscribers;
w ithin  a m onth  by cha n ge  In <

W e  do n o t , as  a ru le , send  a ca rd  o f  ack n ow led g m en t fo r  a  renew al o r  
fo r  a new  su bscrip tion . R e ce ip t  and en try  o f  renew al are indicated  

•xpiration date, as  sh ow n  on w rap p er  la be l.

E n ter ed  ae S econd  C last M atter  at B ro o k ly n , N . Y . . P oetojfiee  u n d er  the A c t  o f  M arch  3rd  1879, 
and  ,\Y<- iS9. P a r , J, / ’  L . & R . TraneJ‘'r re d  f r o m  P ittsbu rgh . Pa

L O C A L  C O N V E N T I O N S

C h a r l o t t e , N. C., December 25-28. Brother Rutherford and 
at least two pilgrim brethren will be present. Further 
information may be secured from Oliver Haverstock, 406 
South Church St., Charlotte, N. C.
Sr. P e t e r s b u r g , F l a ., December 25-2S. At least two pilgrim 
brethren will address this convention. Address Mrs. E. F. 
Wilson, 227 South Fifth St., St. Petersburg, Fla., for further 
information.
C o l u m b u s , O h i o , January 1-4. Three pilgrim brethren will 
be present at this convention. Address Frank D. White, 
147 Winner Avenue, Columbus, Ohio.

P R O X Y  H O L D E R S  N O T I C E

Some of the friends report that they did not receive 
blank proxies for the approaching election, January 3rd. 
These proxy blanks were inserted as a supplement in the 
December 1st issue, and anyone who has failed to receive 
a blank will be gladly supplied if notification is sent us.

S e r ie s  I ,  “ T h e  D M n e  P l a n  o f  t h e  A g e e , ”  g i v in g  o u t l in e  o f  t h e  
d i v i n e  p la n  r e v e a le d  i n  t h e  B ib le ,  r e la t i n g  t o  m a n ’ s  r e d e m p t io n  a n d  
r e s t i t u t i o n  : 3 5 0  p a g e s ,  p l u s  i n d e x e s  a n d  a p p e n d ix e s .  7 5 c .  M a g a z i n e  
e d i t io n  1 5 c .  A l s o  p r o c u r a b l e  in  A r a b ic ,  A r m e n ia n ,  D a n o - N o r w e g ia n ,  
F in n is h ,  F r e n c h ,  G e r m a n ,  G r e e k , H o l ia n d i s h ,  H u n g a r ia n ,  I t a l i a n ,  
P o l i s h ,  K o u m a n ia n ,  S lo v a k ,  S p a n is h ,  S w e d is h ,  a n d  U k r a i n i a n ; 
r e g u la r  c l o t h  s t y l e ,  p r i c e  u n i f o r m  w i t h  E n g l i s h .

S e r ie s  I I ,  " T h e  T i m e  i s  a t  H a n d , ”  t r e a t s  o f  t h e  m a n n e r  a n d  
t im e  o f  t h e  L o r d ’ s  s e c o n d  c o m in g ,  c o n s i d e r in g  t h e  B i b l e  t e s t im o n y  
o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t : 3 6 6  p a g e s ,  7 5 c .  O b t a in a b le  in  D a n o -N ’ o r w e g i a n ,  
F in n is h ,  G e r m a n ,  P o l i s h ,  a n d  S w e d is h .

S e r ie s  I I I ,  “ T h y  K i n g d o m  C o m e , ”  c o n s i d e r s  p r o p h e c i e s  w h ic h  
m a r k  e v e n t s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  “ t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  e n d ” , t h e  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  M i l l e n n ia l  k in g d o m  ; I t  
a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a  c h a p t e r  o n  t h e  G r e a t  P y r a m i d  o f  E g y p t ,  s h o w in g  i t s  
c o r r o b o r a t i o n  o f  c e r t a in  B i b l e  t e a c h in g s  : 3 8 0  p a g e s ,  7 5 c .  F u r n is h e d  
a l s o  in  D a n o - N o r w e g ia n ,  F in n is h ,  G e r m a n ,  P o l i s h ,  a n d  S w e d is h .

S e r ie s  I V ,  “ T h e  B a t t l e  o f  A r m a g e d d o n , ”  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  d i s s o ­
lu t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  o r d e r  o f  t h in g s  is  in  p r o g r e s s  a n d  t h a t  a i l  o f  
t h e  h u m a n  p a n a c e a s  o f f e r e d  a r e  v a lu e le s s  t o  a v e r t  t h e  e n d  p r e d i c t e d  
b y  t h e  B ib le .  I t  c o n t a i n s  a  s p e c ia l  a n d  e x t e n d e d  t r e a t i s e  o n  o u r  
L o r d ’ s  g r e a t  p r o p h e c y  o f  M a t t h e w  2 4  a n d  a l s o  t h a t  o f  Z e c h a r i a b  
1 4  : 1 - 0  : 6 5 0  p a g e s ,  8 5 c .  A l s o  in  D a n o - N o r w e g ia n ,  F in n is h ,  G r e e k , 
G e r m a n ,  a n d  S w e d is h .

S e r ie s  V ,  “ T h e  A t o n e m e n t  B e t w e e n  G o d  a n d  M a n , ”  t r e a t s  a n  a ll  
i m p o r t a n t  s u b je c t ,  t h e  c e n t e r  a r o u n d  w h ic l i  a l l  f e a t u r e s  o f  d iv in e  
g r a c e  r e v o l v e .  T h is  t o p i c  d e s e r v e s  t h e  m o s t  c a r e fu l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  a l l  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n s : 6 1 8  p a g e s ,  8 5 c .  P r o c u r a b l e  
l ik e w i s e  in  D a n o - N o r w e g ia n ,  F in n is h ,  G e r m a n ,  G r e e k , a n d  S w e d is h .

S e r ie s  V I , " T h e  N e w  C r e a t i o n , "  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  c r e a t iv e  w e e k  
(G e n e s i s  1 , 2 ) ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h ,  G o d ’ s  n e w  c r e a t io n .  I t  e x ­
a m in e s  t h e  p e r s o n n e l ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  r i t e s ,  c e r e m o n ie s ,  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  
a n d  h o p e s  a p p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h o s e  c a l le d  a n d  a c c e p t e d  a s  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  b o d y  o f  C h r i s t : 7 3 0  p a g e s ,  S 5 c . S u p p l i e d  a l s o  in  D a n o - N o r ­
w e g ia n ,  F in n is h ,  G e r m a n ,  a n i l  S w e d is h .

N o  f o r e i g n  e d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  p o c k e t  s i z e .
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1919
“ T hou  cro w n est the yea r  w ith  thy g ood n ess ."— Psalm  65: 11.

WH AT more appropriate thing could Christians 
do than to make an inventory at the end of 
the year of the blessings bestowed upon 

them by the Lord during the year past ? It is the time 
to take a broader and more comprehensive view of 
our experiences, looking circumspectly at the way we 
have traveled and considering well which have been 
the steps that hindered progress and which have been 
the proper steps, the ones which advanced us in our 
course, bringing us nearer to.the goal. We are one 
year nearer the kingdom, and we hope that all of us 
are one year better prepared for the kingdom and for 
the experiences that lie between us and the consumma­
tion of our hopes.

The year 1919 has passed into history and despite 
the vicissitudes that have beset the church during that 
period, it has been one freighted with many blessings. 
Truly the Lord has crowned it with his goodness. 
The opening days of the year found a number of our 
brethren languishing behind prison bars under the 
charge of sedition, but in fact because of their faith­
fulness in an effort to proclaim the message of the 
kingdom. Such a condition was not and is not sur­
prising to the footstep followers of the Master when 
they remember that it has pleased the Lord to permit 
Satan’s instruments to inflict persecution upon his fol­
lowers throughout the entire age. While for the time 
the experience may seem distressing, yet in the mo­
ments of calm consideration it is realized that the 
Lord causes all things to work together for good to 
those who love him and are called according to his 
purpose. Where one member of the body suffers all 
suffer; and when one rejoices all repoice. This is 
the spirit manifested by those whose hearts are united 
closely together in Christ.

M AN Y FRIENDS SHARED IGNOM INY

True to the spirit of loyalty which marks the church 
of God, the dear ones remaining on the outside of 
prison walls slacked not their hands, but with fitting 
zeal pressed on, advancing the work in the best way 
they could. That was a time of testing of faith and 
love, but those who loved the Lord and his cause bet­
ter than any earthly thing made valiant efforts to 
advance the message of the kingdom. They mani­
fested a confidence in and love for their incarcerated 
brethren bv reelecting to office those who went to 
prison as office-holders of the Society which we all 
love. And when in the Lord’s providence these came 
forth, it was a season of joyful reunion and a united 
effort to continue to make proclamation of the glad 
tidings which ultimately shall come to all.

The work during the year has been greatly im­
peded by reason of the efforts of the adversary. A l­
though the war ended more than a year ago, still the 
spreading of the truth is hindered. Here we are re-
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minded of St. Paul’s statement that the God of this 
world blinds the minds of many, lest the light of the 
glorious gospel of Jesus Christ, who is the image of 
God, should shine into their hearts. (2 Corinthians 
4 : 4) We attribute, therefore, the hindrance of the 
proclamation of this message to the blindness of the 
part of many and to the fact that it is by the Lord’s 
permission. In due time this will be made manifest 
and all the glory will be given unto him.

Satan is the very personification of darkness and he 
hates anything that threatens his kingdom. He hates 
the light of truth because it exposes him and his 
methods; and to carry out his purposes he has blinded 
the masses and has many dupes amongst men to op­
pose every effort made for the advancement of the 
cause of truth and righteousness. The true followers 
of the Master, however, are not at all discouraged by 
such conditions because they are not ignorant of his 
devices (2 Corinthians 2 : 11), and they know that 
the Lord will overrule all these conditions and circum­
stances is due time to his own glory. They realize 
that the final conflict is on between the seed of the 
serpent and the seed of promise and that the battle 
between the beast and the Lamb will now be fought 
to a finish, and they know that the Lamb will be 
triumphant, following which the blessings of the Lord 
shall be bestowed upon mankind.—Revelation 17: 14.

COLPORTEUR WORK
The year Opened under very disadvantageous con­

ditions for the colporteurs afield. The reproaches 
that had been cast upon the Lord’s people during the 
time of the great whirlwind made it quite difficult for 
the brethren to spread the glad tidings by the printed 
page. Nevertheless, some of them, brave of heart 
and with a devotion known only to those whose eyes 
are fixed on Jesus, went forward in the work. The 
ranks were thin, however, and at the beginning of the 
year there were only about 150 engaged in the col­
porteur service. About the first of May the number 
began to increase and at the close of the fiscal year 
there were 507 colporteurs devoting all their time to 
the service and 150 sharpshooters. Notwithstanding 
the many conditions to retard this work, the colpor­
teurs during the year have put out 139,974 books and 
we hope that these have brought gladness to many 
hearts. The number of books distributed is greatly 
reduced by the inability of the printers and manufac­
turers to furnish us books, due to strikes and labor 
conditions. Nevertheless, the colporteurs enjoyed a 
wonderful privilege in the service; for in addition to 
placing in the hands of truth-hungry people the 
printed message, an opportunity was afforded for per­
sonal conversation, calling their attention to the great 
events now transpiring in the earth and giving them 
some idea of their meaning, and suggesting to them 
the presence of the Lord’s kingdom.
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VOLUNTEER WORK

Since the organization of this Society it has been 
the custom to distribute free of charge a large num­
ber of papers containing,the message of the divine 
plan, and all the friends who have felt so disposed 
have been invited to participate in this work; hence 
it has been called the volunteer work. The adversary, 
of course, has put everything possible in the way of 
this work and by his subtle influence has blinded 
many good people of the world to the real purpose 
and object of this work, making them believe that it 
is for some sinister propaganda purpose. Readers of 
T he Watch Tower know, however, that the purpose 
of the free distribution of literature is to aid other 
people in getting some knowledge of God’s wonder­
ful plan for the blessing of humankind. The Society 
has never engaged in propaganda work; it has not 
sought to get anybody to join it. Its sole purpose is 
to preach the glad tidings of great joy which ulti­
mately shall come to all.

Social and political conditions during the year made 
this branch of the work very difficult for those en­
gaging in it. Notwithstanding, during the year the 
volunteers distributed free booklet tracts to the num­
ber of 900,000. A  special edition of the National 
L abor Tribune was arranged for and issued, carry­
ing two full pages of the message of truth; and these 
were distributed freely throughout the country to the 
number of 6,000,000. In the early part of the year 
the friends determined upon a general campaign in the 
way of distribution of a tract giving a brief resume 
of the trial of our brethren who were incarcerated, 
together with a petition, inviting all order-loving peo­
ple who desired to do so to sign this petition asking 
for their release. These tracts, to the number of 
4,000,000, were spread throughout the country and in 
less than a month approximately a million persons 
signed the petition asking for the release of the 
brethren, which petition, however, was not presented, 
for the reason that they were released by the court 
before an opportunity to present it was afforded.

In many towns and cities of the United States ef­
forts have been made to prevent any volunteer work 
by the passing of ordinances making it next to im­
possible. Believing it to be our duty to put forth 
every possible effort to witness to the Lord’s kingdom 
and not to slack our hand because we see the door 
closing, and in view of the fact that there was such 
systematic effort against the volunteer work, arrange­
ments were made for the use of a magazine, which 
readers of T he Watch Tower know as

THE GOLDEN AGE

Arrangements are made with this magazine to carry 
in each issue a department devoted to some feature 
of the divine plan, the purpose being to explain cur­
rent events in the light of divine prophecy and thus 
to enable the people in this hour of great stress and 
sorrow to learn something about the incoming king­
dom of Messiah which will ultimately bless and com­
fort all the groaning creation.

T he Watch Tower is advised that some of the 
friends have been in a measure disappointed concern­
ing T he Golden Age work. First they thought the 
magazine should have a better cover; that the one 
provided appeared too commonplace. In this connec­
tion we would suggest that just at the time the pub­
lication of T he Golden Age started there was a

printers’ strike in Greater New York. Only a few 
days before, a contract had been made for the publica­
tion of T he Golden A ge and the men who were 
operating the presses which take the kind of paper 
and cover used in it did not go on strike. It thus 
seemed providential that the character of cover and 
paper had been selected, for the reason that had any 
other been selected it would have been impossible to 
start the magazine at all. Thus the Lord seemed to 
favor the infant publication.

It seems that this is a time for the fulfillment, at 
least in a measure, of St. Paul’s words: “ Ye have 
need of patience [cheerful endurance], that, after ye 
have done the will of God, ye might receive the prom­
ise” . (Hebrews 10: 36) Surely the conditions now 
prevailing are trying to the patience of every one and 
the opportunities afforded for each one of the Lord’s 
people to have his patience thoroughly tried and tested 
are many. Friends in some parts report that they 
have been discouraged in their attempt to carry on 
T he Golden Age work. To such we would like to 
say: “ Cast not away your conf i dencethe time is 
here now for the testing of your patience and doubt­
less the Lord is permitting each one to have a test in 
the outset to determine whether he will slack his hand 
or whether he will press on, doing with his might 
what his hands find to do and leaving the increase 
entirely with the Lord.

“ S H A L L  H IM S E L F  B E  W A T E R E D ”

One of the great advantages of engaging in any 
part of the Lord’s service—the chief advantage, in 
fact—is the blessing and benefit derived by the Chris­
tian. It enables him to keep busy. “ An idle brain is 
the devil’s workshop.” Hence the Apostle Peter ad­
monishes us to “be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour” . One of the great 
advantages in this work is the personal contact the 
friends have with the people, calling their attention 
to the magazine and telling them something about the 
Lord’s kingdom so near at hand. It strengthens the 
one who is doing the work and comforts the hearts 
of those who are sad. The chief purpose, therefore, 
is not to get subscriptions, but a witnessing to the 
Truth and a developing of the Christian. However, 
each one is anxious to get just as much of the mes­
sage of truth into the hands of as many people as 
possible. We feel quite sure that after the test of the 
patience of his people, the Lord’s blessing will be es­
pecially upon those who cheerfully endure and that 
the blessing will be made quite manifest.

Now let us consider the fact that never before has 
a magazine in such a short time developed such a 
large subscription list as T he Golden Age. Never 
before has a magazine for the benefit of the public 
carried so much truth concerning the divine plan. 
Never before has there been a magazine that afforded 
an opportunity for so many people to engage in the 
work of comforting the sad by proclaiming the glad 
tidings. In view of the condition of stress in the 
world, we consider it nothing short of miraculous 
that the magazine has made the wonderful progress 
it has up to this time. We encourage the dear brethren 
everywhere to continue their activities in thus giving 
witness to God’s gracious goodness in providing the 
blessings for the people which are near at hand. Let 
us remember that all of the consecrated this side the



vail are but a little army bearing the banner of truth 
to witness to the world, and let us be faithful in giv­
ing that witness with a pure and joyful heart, 'ihe 
report from 1 he Golden A ge shows a subscription 
list that exceeds our expectations and the daily in­
crease is very marked.

PILGRIM SERVICE

The Lord has graciously arranged and permitted 
the continuation of the Pilgrim service through the 
year. These dear brethren have traveled up and 
down the country, meeting with the classes and en­
couraging them and addressing the public from time 
to time. During the year there have been engaged in 
the Pilgrim service constantly brethren to the number 
of 86, besides many others who could take only Sun­
day meetings, being required to engage in secular em­
ployment during the week. The regular Pilgrims vis­
ited 6,330 towns and cities, traveling a total of 506,860 
miles. They addressed 867 public meetings, the total 
attendance at which was 107,893. They also held 
10,398 class or parlor meetings, with a total attend­
ance of 479,311.

During the latter months of the year there has been 
a greatly increased interest and a larger attendance at 
the public meetings, and the Society is encouraged to 
press on further with this branch of the service. The 
public seems eager to know something about the times 
in which we are living and the meaning of all these 
wonderful phenomena. It is a great comfort to the 
hearts of many people to hear the message, “ Millions 
Now Living Will Never Die,” which the Lord’s peo­
ple can confidently announce, knowing that many of 
the generation now upon the earth shall not pass away, 
but live on until the Lord’s kingdom is fully estab­
lished. They have in mind the words of the Master 
that ‘were not the days of tribulation shortened there 
would be no flesh saved, but that for the elect’s sake 
much flesh will be saved’ ; and that thus these millions 
will be brought through die time of trouble and have 
the opportunity of accepting the blessings of life un­
der the terms of the New Covenant. Thus it is a 
great privilege and a great joy to the Pilgrim brethren 
to announce these blessings coining to the people. 
We urge the classes to make special arrangements for 
Sunday public meetings on occasion of Pilgrim visits, 
providing a first class hall and thoroughly advertising 
the lectures.

C O N V E N T I O N S

During the year there have been held under the 
auspices of the Society more than forty local con­
ventions. It has long been recognized that these gath­
erings serve to build up the saints in the most holy 
faith and enable them to keep their minds fixed upon 
the general convention of the church of the first­
borns, to which all are looking forward who have en­
tered the race for the prize of the high calling.

For some time the Society had not held a general 
convention in the United States; and it was deter­
mined in July last that such a convention should be 
held and efforts looking to a proper place and suitable 
arrangements were put forth. Finally, Cedar Point, 
Ohio, was selected as the place, and while little more 
than thirty days’ time was given for announcement, 
the attendance far exceeded the expectations of every 
one. It was thought that possibly 2,500 of the friends 
might attend. We are advised by the railroad people 
that they sold for that convention about 7,500 tickets. 
In addition to that a large number came by boat,
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automobile and other private conveyances; so it can 
be safely said that when the attendance was at high 
tide there were fully 7,000 persons present. Never 
had such a convention been witnessed by any in pres­
ent truth; never such a harmonious spirit and keen 
desire to be a blessing one to another. It is a conven­
tion that will always be remembered by those who 
attended. Beautiful for situation, the surroundings 
ideal, entirely removed from the influences of the 
world—here the Lord’s saints for seven days engaged 
in sweet fellowship together and in listening to dis­
courses on the divine plan from various viewpoints. 
It was a time of wonderful refreshment and great 
blessing to all who were there. Indeed, it was good 
to be there, suggesting to one that such fellowship is 
a fqretaste of the homecoming of the Lord’s people, 
for which they are longing and waiting.

The little city of Sandusky lies just across the bay 
from Cedar Point and a large number of the brethren 
attending the convention were domiciled in private 
homes there. The convention resulted in such an in­
terest in the truth in that town that a class has been 
organized there. We are advised that about sixty 
attend regularly; and thus the Lord used his people 
to witness to others to make glad their hearts.

F O R E I G N  F IE L D

The world war hindered the work in foreign coun­
tries as well as in America. In Canada a branch 
office was opened for the purpose of serving the Cana­
dian friends and the Lord’s blessing has been very 
markedly upon it. Although no volunteer work has 
been permitted, the friends have met often together 
and have encouraged each other by personal corre­
spondence, holding meetings and witnessing to the 
public. Ten years ago it sounded strange to hear 
one relate from the platform that a time once was 
when it was made a crime to have in one’s possession 
a Bible. A  condition finding its parallel only in the 
dark ages now exists and for some time has existed 
in Canada. A  censorship was put on our literature 
upon the pretext that it was necessary during the w ar; 
and notwithstanding the armistice was signed more 
than a year ago, Bible students are still being arrested 
in Canada for having in their possession Bible litera­
ture. Only a short time ago a brother was arrested 
and thrown in jail because he had in his possession 
a hymn book which our Society has used for several 
years, containing hymns that all Christian people have 
used for many years. In one place a number of the 
brethren were haled into court because they had in 
their possession the Berean Bible. Their Bibles, hymn 
books, and even the memoranda they had written out 
in the study of their lesson, were taken from them 
and each one, without any opportunity for being heard, 
was summarily punished by a heavy fine.

Of course we are not complaining, because we real­
ize that the Lord has power to prevent all these things, 
but he is permitting the adversary and his instruments 
to take their own course until his time to act. “ Venge­
ance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.” So we 
can confidently leave all these things in the hands 
of the Lord, knowing he will cause them all to work 
out in due time to his own glory and to the good of 
his people.

In Germany the persecution of the Bible Students 
began on the theory that they were anti-German and 
they were severely dealt with. After the fall of the 
autocratic government of Germany there has been a
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great turning to the truth and now where meetings 
were once attended by a hundred or more, from 800 
to 1000 come regularly on Sunday afternoons. There 
never has been such a demand for the S t u d ie s  in  
t h e  S c riptu r es  in Germany as at the present time, 
and it is impossible to supply the demand. A letter 
from Germany reports that following the fall of the 
autocracy, the legislative body of Saxony had pub­
licly read in its session T h e  B ible  S t u d e n t s ’ 
M o n t h l y  containing the article on “ The Fall of 
Babylon’’, and that this paper was freely distributed 
throughout all Germany. The people have been great­
ly humbled by the war and their hearts are an open 
field for the message of consolation that comes only 
from the Lord’s Word.

In Russia it has been impossible for years to make 
any public proclamation of the truth because of the 
great opposition of the state church. Since its fall 
there has been a freedom of religious worship and a 
great turning toward the truth. We are pleased to 
announce that a branch of the Society will soon be in 
operation in Warsaw and a large quantity of books 
and literature will be available there for the spread 
of the glad tidings in that benighted and sin-cursed 
country. We should remember that it has been a 
matter of history from the time of our Lord that the 
truth progresses only under adverse circumstances. 
It has pleased the Lord to permit his people to develop 
in adversity. And all now should rejoice in the clos­
ing days of this old order to be privileged to have the 
opportunity of announcing the incoming of the new 
and glorious order of our Lord—his kingdom of 
righteousness and peace.

Reports from Switzerland and from France show 
a marked increase in the turning of the people to the 
truth. In fact, everywhere the war, the sorrow, and 
the trouble have made the people’s hearts more sus­
ceptible to the consoling message of the kingdom. 
From far away India comes the information of in­
creasing interest; likewise from the Netherlands, Aus­
tralia and South Africa. From every part of the field 
come encouraging reports that the Lord is opening 
the way for a wider proclamation of the kingdom 
message. We would understand, therefore, that while 
the harvest period of forty years closed in 1918, since 
then there has been a gleaning work, in which the 
Lord has been here and there gathering out some of 
his wheat and at the same time he has had proclaimed 
the day of his vengeance and the announcement of 
Messiah’s reign at hand. What a blessed and wonder­
ful privilege it is for the Lord’s people to engage in 
this work. “ How beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that pub­
lished! peace; that bringeth good tidings of good; that 
publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God 
reigneth!”—Isaiah 52: 7.

f i n a n c i a l

It has pleased the Lord to bless the Society from a 
financial standpoint during the year. As is well 
known by the readers of T h e  W a t c h  T ower, the So­
ciety has never solicited any funds, no collections are 
ever taken at meetings, the money being provided en­
tirely by the voluntary donations of those who are in­
terested in the proclamation of the message of the 
Lord’s kingdom. The year opened with a deficit, as 
shown by the last annual report, in the sum of 
$4,252.57. We give below a brief summary of the 
receipts and disbursements, showing the financial con­

dition of the Society at the close of the present fiscal
year.
Receipts—“Good Hopes” ..................  $183,003.63
Deficit from last year.........................  $ 4,252.57
Free literature—tracts, pamphlets, etc. 37,912.77
Pilgrim service and conventions........  28,710.81
Sent to foreign branches..................  35,703.20
Incidentals (including storage rentals, 

moving of office to Brooklyn, auto
truck, show case, etc.....................  16,043.42

Office and Family expenses (including 
rents for office and office workers in
Pittsburgh) .....................................  44,674.26

$167,297.03
Balance on hand................................   15,706.60

$183,003.63 $183,003.63
Incoming mail, total ....................................................  95,478
Outgoing mail, “   75,719

B E T H E L  R E S T O R E D

The Bethel Home is a spot dear to all of the saints 
on earth. The name Bethel means the house of God. 
It was founded by that wise and faithful messenger 
of Laodicea, our dear Brother Russell, as the home 
from which the message of truth was to be sent forth. 
In the autumn of 1918 it was dismantled and stood 
vacant for some time. Many a heart turned longingly 
toward Bethel, praying that if it might be the Lord’s 
will it would be restored, so that his people in this 
land might have one place to which they could look 
as a temporary resting place in the earth.

The Lord opened the way to restore it and after a 
few months’ strenuous effort it is with pleasure that 
we are able now to announce that the Bethel has been 
refurnished and the offices’ moved into it. The deco­
rations throughout have been changed, symbolizing 
the incoming age. While most of the furniture is 
plain, yet comfortable, the drawing-room and parlors 
have been neatly and comfortably furnished. Some 
might find occasion to criticize the expenditure of 
money in furnishing these, but it has been thought 
not improbable that the Lord would be pleased to pre­
serve this place and that in due time some of the 
ancient worthies would find here an abiding spot. 
Whatever is the Lord’s will concerning this, of course 
will be done, but we are happy to report that the 
offices and home are now all under one roof. In the 
restoration of Bethel it became necessary to limit the 
force only to those who are needed and who are actu­
ally engaged in the work, because of the limited space ; 
and an effort therefore has been made to organize this 
force strictly on the lines of efficiency, all realizing 
that it is a privilege to engage in the Lord’s service.

A house-warming, or informal reception, was given 
to the friends of Greater New York. They were re­
ceived in the store and shown throughout the house 
and then assembled in the spacious dining-room where 
refreshments were served and some devotional ser­
vices held. It was indeed a happy occasion, all re­
joicing the Lord had been pleased to crown this year 
with his goodness and to bring us to its close with the 
happy thought that all the way our Savior has led us, 
and that he leads us still. The year has been one of 
varied experiences, many trials and many joys, for all 
of which we are truly grateful to the Lord, knowing 
that he has the affairs of his people in hand and what­
soever is for their welfare he will permit and overrule 
for his own glory and their highest good.

In view of the fact that both the office and the home 
are now at one place, we suggest a change in para­
graph two of the Vow as to read: “ colaborers at the 
Brooklyn Bethel and everywhere” .



LET BROTHERLY LOVE CONTINUE
“ B y  this shall all m en k n o w  that y e  are m y d iscip les, i f  y e  have love on e f o r  the oth er.’ ’— John  13: 35.

CH RISTEN D O M  nominal is estimated at four 
hundred millions of people and is represented 
by more than two hundred creeds and organi­

zations. Somewhere in this great mass the Lord’s 
faithful few, styled the “ little flock” , are to be found; 
but they can be discerned only with difficulty. We are 
to look for them everywhere—in all denominations and 
outside of all. We are to remember that the Lord has 
not left himself without a witness. But how shall we 
know these true followers of Jesus of whom it is 
written: “ The Lord knoweth them that are his” ? 
What are some of their characteristics?

Our Redeemer’s words give the key suggesting the 
characteristics for which we should seek, when he 
says: “ Ye are my disciples, if ye have love one for 
the other” . He emphasized this thought, saying, “A 
new commandment give I unto you, That ye love one 
another as I have loved you” . (John 13: 34) Ah! 
here we get the thought that the church is a blessed 
brotherhood of all those who not only love God su­
premely, so that they delight to do his will even at the 
cost of self-interest, but who also love one another as 
Christ loved them. He loved them to the extent of 
laying down his life for them; and they are to have 
the willingness to lay down their lives for one an­
other. We look in vain for such an organization 
among men. We perceive various bundles or organ­
izations under various names, all of them professing 
love but none of them even dreaming of union under 
such bonds of love as the Master pointed to.

T E N D E R -H A R T E D N E S S  A N D  H U M B L E -M I N D E D N E S S

The Apostle Peter points out that the Lord’s fol­
lowers should love as brethren (1 Peter 3 : 8, 9), as 
proper brethren ought to love. He points out to them 
that this will mean tender-heartedness and humble­
mindedness, and forbearing to resent injuries and re- 
vilings. He shows that the proper brotherly love 
would not only submit to all this without retaliation, 
but, on the contrary, would return a blessing.

Oh, such love! Such a high standard of love! How 
many of us, how few of us have ever realized the 
standard of brotherly love that would be appreciated 
by our Lord, the standard that he demands as a con­
dition of our being his brethren, the standard that he 
implies in the prayer that he taught us, saying, “ For­
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres­
pass against us” .

The same Apostle points out that to be of the Lord’s 
true disciples means not only an exercise of faith in 
God and in the Lord Jesus Christ and in the forgive­
ness of sins through him, but that it means more than 
this: “ Seeing that ye have purified your souls in your 
obeying of the truth through the spirit unto unfeigned 
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another 
with a pure heart, fervently” . (1 Peter 1 : 22) There 
it is, dear brethren. We are not only to believe and 
to receive forgiveness of the Lord, but we receive a 
knowledge of the truth, a knowledge of his will, and 
then it is for us to put that knowledge into practise, 
to weave it into our thoughts and words and doings, to 
obey it to the extent of an unfeigned love for the 
brethren. It is to be before our minds as the proper, 
grand outworking of the truth which the Lord grants 
to us through his Word, the Bible.

“Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love,

3 7 5

N E W  A M B I T I O N S ,  D E S I R E S , L O V E S

The truth is designed to sanctify; as our Lord 
prayed: “ Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word 
is truth” . (John 17: 17) As this truth gains control 
of our thoughts and words and doings it will cast out 
the spirit of selfishness from our desires and create 
in us new ambitions, desires, and love for the Father, 
for the brethren, including our elder Brother, Jesus, 
and this love will gradually become more and more 
fervent. It will not be merely an outward courtesy, 
a feigned love, but an inward heart sentiment.

Listen to the Apostle John on this subject: “ Marvel 
not, brethren, if the world hate you” . We are not to 
expect any special sympathy from the world, but 
rather expect that they will misunderstand us. But 
we are to expect something different from the breth­
ren, as the Apostle proceeds to show: “ We know 
that we have passed from death unto life because we 
love the brethren” . Whoever, then, does not love the 
brethren can not be sure that he has passed from the 
death condition to the life condition of mind and 
heart. How anxious we should be to have this testi­
mony of the Apostle corroborating our hopes that we 
are new creatures in Christ, that we have passed from 
the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God’s 
dear Son, and from a condition of condemnation and 
death to a condition of justification of life!

But the Apostle continues: “ He that loveth not his 
brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer; and ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him.” Crucial words these 
for the brethren! Let us not lose their import, their 
value; let us test our hearts and ascertain our stand­
ing with the Lord by our love or our lack of love for 
the brethren, as the Apostle by inspiration here di­
rects. But the Apostle is not through with this sub­
ject ; he caps the climax by saying, “ Hereby know we 
love, because he laid down his life for us, and we 
ought also to lay down our lives for the brethren” . 
—1 John 3 : 15, 16.

W H O  A R E  T H E  B R E T H R E N ?

If  by their fruits we shall know them, there are not 
many brethren of this kind in the world. The early 
church showed some noble examples of such brother­
hood, Jesus himself being the elder brother who laid 
down his life on our behalf. The apostles and many 
in humble stations followed closely in the Master’s 
footsteps and some, we believe, all the way down the 
centuries, have similarly been found, and some today, 
we believe, may be found in the denominations and 
outside of them who have this character-likeness to 
Christ—but they are few.

The Apostle, speaking of our Lord’s feeling toward 
his faithful church, says that “ he is not ashamed to 
call them brethren” . (Hebrews 2 : 11) Like him they 
have consecrated their lives to the Father’s business, 
the service of the truth, the service of the brethren. 
Recognizing that God is now taking out of the world a 
people for his name, it is their chief concern in life 
to be colaborers together with God in the finding of 
this elect class and in assisting them to make their 
calling and election sure. Neither time nor influence 
nor money is too precious for these to spend in his 
service. Yes, life itself with them, as with the Master 
and the apostles, is being gradually used up along 
this line— “ This one thing I do” .



PETER AND JOHN HEAL A  LAME MAN
— — January ii.—A cts 3 :i- i6 . — —

M U T U A L EXPERIENCES OP PETER AND JO H N ---- CO M M U N ITY OF INTEREST IN MATTERS SPIRITUAL— A BEGGAR W ITH  NOBLE QUALITIES
— BEGGING TH EN  AND NOW— VALUE OF TEMPORAL AND SPIRITUAL GIFTS— “ MORE BLESSED TO GIVE TH AN  TO RECEIVE.”

"F r e e ly  y e  have rece iv ed , fr e e ly  g iv e ."— M a tth ew  10:8.

PJOBABLY it was not long after the day of Pentecost that 
the events of this lesson transpired. Our last lesson notes 
the fact that the believers, filled with their new joy, went 

frequently to the temple for prayer and thanksgiving. This 
lesson shows us Peter and John attending the temple service 
at the hour of prayer, three o’clock in the afternoon. These 
two had been with the Lord and with each other for now 
several years. Both had been disciples of John the Baptist, 
and previously they two had been together in the fishing busi­
ness. They were also specially favored among the twelve, 
being with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration, and in the 
inner circle in the Garden of Gethsemane. Although Peter 
was probably the eldest of the disciples, and John probably 
the youngest, and although their dispositions were quite dif­
ferent in many respects, apparently there was a strong element 
of harmony between them; they both loved the Lord very 
intensely and they were both of ardent temperament. It was 
natural, therefore, that these two should be considerably in 
each other’s company because of special compatibility. While 
it is well for the stronger brethren to pray with and company 
with the weaker, sometimes, for the assistance of the latter, 
it is well also that kindred spirits should come together in com­
munion with each other and with the Lord, as in this case.

A T  T H E  B E A U T I F U L  G A T E

As the apostles evidently went frequently to the temple, 
and probably often by the same route, through the “Beautiful 
Gate,” it is more than likely that the lame beggar, who had 
long been accustomed to that locality, in seeking alms, had 
seen them almost daily. Indeed, it would not be surprising 
if a knowledge of the Pentecostal wonders which had con­
verted several thousand, and been “noised abroad,” had 
reached the poor beggar, as well as many others of the 
religious class, who assembled almost daily at the temple. 
Quite evidently, therefore, the beggar knew Peter and John 
in advance of his healing. If so, it would to some extent 
account for his readiness of faith, by which, accepting the 
Apostle’s word and hand, he was healed.

Why the Apostle Peter on this particular occasion was led 
to bestow a blessing upon this man we may never know, for 
it is probable that in that time, when there were no hospitals 
for the lame and blind, etc., the apostles frequently passed 
by others as badly crippled and distressed as this one, with­
out proffering aid. It would seem, however, that the man 
was an “Israelite indeed”—from the way in which he received 
the Lord’s blessing. Otherwise, instead of having a heart 
overflowing with gratitude and thankfulness, he before would 
have been in an attitude of discontent, repining at his lot 
and complaining of divine providence; and in such a frame 
of mind his attitude after his healing would have been one 
of complacent satisfaction rather than of gratitude. He would 
have felt that he had received no more than his due. The 
connections, therefore, seem to indicate that the Lord’s 
providence, directed the apostles to him specially, on this 
account. And so it is with those of the Lord’s people today 
who are in a right attitude of heart. They will, whatever 
their condition, find much to be thankful for, and can trace 
the Lord’s providence and grace in life’s affairs, notwith­
standing its trials and difficulties. Such people are the objects 
of God’s care, and have the assurance that all things are 
working together for their good. The Lord’s providence may 
not always bring them physical health and strength, but it will 
surely bring to such the highest blessings which it brought 
to the poor cripple of this lesson—a knowledge of the Lord 
and a share of his spiritual favors.

At that time, when there was no provision for the indigent 
and helpless, alms-begging and alms-giving were entirely 
proper. It is creditable to the civilization of our day and 
land, however, that the helpless are provided for at public 
expense, all property paying a poor or alms tax. It strikes 
us as being as much wrong to encourage public begging now, 
as it was right to respond to it at the time mentioned. If 
the friends of the indigent cannot amply provide for them 
the public can, and should. And it would be a false pride 
which would ignore these provisions and not blush to seek 
others of our initiative and choice.

S U C H  A S  I  H A V E  I G IV E

The Apostle said: “Silver and gold have I none”. We can 
hardly suppose that he intended this statement to be taken 
literally, for in the preceding verses we have the record that 
considerable property was sold, and the proceeds laid at the 
apostles' feet, put at their disposal. But this evidently the 
apostles considered as belonging to the Lord and not to 
themselves—as trust funds. We assume, therefore, that the 
Apostle meant, Silver and gold we have none to give you. 
but we have something better to give you, something which 
God intended we should dispense. And undoubtedly what the 
apostles gave was more valuable than money.

So it is today; we are unable to respond as liberally as we 
would like to the requests which sometimes come to us for 
financial aid. The means which the Lord has put into our 
hands we understand him to intend us to transform in the 
main into spiritual food and clothing and strength and help, 
for the sin-sick and lame and for the error-blinded; and 
accordingly we are sometimes compelled to say, Silver and 
gold we have little to give; but of the spiritual blessings we 
are willing to give liberally, without money and without price.

Our Lord’s words were, “The poor ye have always with 
you; but me ye have not always”. In seeking to be helpful 
to brethren in the church and to the unfortunate world it is 
well that all should cultivate a largeness of heart; and yet 
it is well also to remember that in the cases of many of the 
Lord’s children adversity has evidently been of the Lord’s in­
tention, to bring to them blessings which they would not be 
prepared to receive in any other manner. We are to endeavor 
to be helpful to each other, while seeking not to conflict with 
the operations of divine providence, and the learning of 
important lessons by those whose welfare we seek. We 
should never forget the Apostle’s inspired words.—2 Thes- 
salonians 3:10.

G O O D  F O R  F R I E N D  A N D  F O E

“It is more blessed to give than to receive”. Undoubtedly 
every child of God has realized the truthfulness of this; God 
is ever a bountiful giver, and his people, in proportion as they 
cultivate this quality, generosity, are therefore cultivating a 
grand, God-like quality. “Do good and lend, hoping for 
nothing again [no reward] ; and ye shall be children of the 
Highest”. (Luke 6:35) If we cannot always give much 
money, or if we cannot give as much as we would like to 
give to those who are in need, we may always, like Peter, 
give something. We cannot, like him, give health and strength 
miraculously, since we are not embued with those apostolic 
powers; but we can give a word of encouragement, a kindly 
look, a helping hand over difficulties; and these will often 
be more valuable than money, and sometimes more appre­
ciated. Even an “enemy” should be fed, if hungry; but 
neither friend nor foe should be encouraged in indolence, nor 
in wastefulness.

We notice how distinctly Peter acknowledged the source 
of his power, and how he was not ashamed of any feature 
of divine truth. He boldy declared his miracle to be in 
the name of “Jesus of Nazareth”. He did not say, ‘In the 
name of Jesus, the greatest of all Jews, the highly esteemed 
friend of Joseph of Arimathea, and of Nicodemus, one of 
your influential rulers’ ; but, ignoring all such human weak­
nesses, he plainly declared that it was Jesus the Nazarene, 
the despised one, whose power had healed. We find some 
of the Lord’s people today far less courageous than Peter; 
inclined rather to feel ashamed of the truth and ashamed of 
the agencies God used in its dissemination; for fear that 
these would be a reflection against it. We sh'ould rather fol­
low the Apostle’s course, and be very courageous and ready 
to affirm publicly whatever we find possessing divine sanction. 
Whatever agencies God may make use of in connection with 
his service we may be sure that he has some purpose, some 
object in view, and that his purposes will best be accomplished 
by plain, candid, truthful statements, like Peter's.



THE BOLDNESS OF PETER AND JOHN
------------J a n u a r y  18.— A c t s  4:8-21.--------------

TH E FIRST PERSECUTION— PETER, JO H N  AND TH E FORMER CRIPPLE ARRESTED— IN  WARD OVER NIGHT— BROUGHT BEFORE TH E SANHEDRIN
— p e t e r s  d e f e n s e — t h e  s a n h e d r i n  p e r p l e x e d — t h e  a p o s t l e s  f o r b id d e n  t o  p r e a c h  t h e  t r u t h — t h e i r  M a r v e l o u s  c o u r a g e

REALLY AUTHORIZED BY THE LAW— TH E SANHEDRIN OVERSTEPPED ITS AUTHORITY— WONDERFUL RESULTS FOLLOWED THE 
APOSTLES’ W ITNESS OF THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS.

“ Stand fa s t in the fa ith , quit y ou  like m en, be s tr o n g .”—1 C orinthians 16:13.

T HE commotion caused by the healing of the cripple by 
Peter and John, and the gathering of the crowd of wor­
shipers to whom they preached, brought upon the apost­

les a new difficulty. The priests, whose ministries were more 
or less interrupted by the disturbance, felt a grievance against 
those who thus attracted attention away from themselves and 
their services; and the officers of the Temple, whose duty it 
was to preserve order, were also disturbed. These, coming 
upon the preaching apostles and the interested multitude, ar­
rested the three men who were the cause of such a com­
motion, in order that the matter might be inquired into. It 
was toward evening, and therefore too late to gather the 
members of the Sanhedrin. The three who had been witness­
ing for God and for Christ were put in ward, in the prison— 
not as felons, but for trial.

It would have been possible for the imprisoned men to view 
their situation from the standpoint of unbelief, and to say to 
themselves and to each other: ‘God did not approve our 
work, and hence has permitted us to be thus arrested and 
imprisoned. Now we know not what the result will be on 
the morrow; for those who crucified our Lord may crucify 
us also.’ Or they might have reasoned still otherwise and 
have said to each other: ‘After all, what right have we to 
think that God has anything to do with these matters? We 
are like other men, and have merely found some new way 
in which natural law operates in the healing of the sick. God 
evidently is not concerned in this work; for if he were, sure­
ly he would not have permitted us to come into these straits 
while we were seeking to serve him and to declare the good 
tidings.’ But we may safely assume that the thoughts and 
the words of the prisoners took a totally different direction. 
Full of faith they no doubt said to themselves: We know 
not in what way God may intend to use this which seems to 
be a disadvantage to us and an interruption to his work. 
Doubtless, however, he will use it in some manner to for­
ward his cause and to reach more of his people with his truth.’ 

As a matter of fact the Lord evidently intended through 
this seeming calamity to bring to the apostles a still grander 
opportunity of testifying to the truth on the next day, of 
preaching to a class that they might never again have oppor­
tunity to reach—the priestly class, the ruling class, represented 
in the Sanhedrin and those who would gather at its sessions. 
When the Sanhedrin opened the next morning, among its 
seventy members, representatives of the most influential class­
es in Jerusalem, were Annas the high priest and Caiaphas his 
son, both of whom had about two months previous presided 
in the trial of the Master himself. Nevertheless the apostles 
were evidently not at all dismayed by the dignity of the court, 
the Lord fulfilling to them his promise, “Ye shall be brought 
before kings and governors for my sake, for a testimony 
against them and the Gentiles; but when they deliver you up, 
take no thought how or what ye shall speak, for it shall be 
given you in that hour what ye shall speak.” (Matthew 
10:18,19) That Peter, the spokesman for the three, was 
supernaturallv assisted, is implied in the narrative. “He was 
filled with the holy Spirit.”

T H E  R E A L  O B J E C T  O F  T H E  T R I A L  
It is not amiss here to notice that the Jewish party which 

most particularly persecuted our Lord was the sect of the 
Pharisees, the holiness people of that time, basing their op­
position upon our Lord’s public declarations of their hypo­
crisies, the Sadducees taking less interest in the persecution. 
But on the contrary, in the Acts of the Apostles, die persecu­
tions of the church seem to have been largely at the hands 
of the Sadducees. The Sadducees should scarcely be consi­
dered a religious party; for they denied the resurrection of 
the dead and also the existence of spirit beings, and hence be­
lieved principally in a religion for the present life merely. 
They were the policy men, the opportunists of that time. They 
favored harmony with the Roman Empire, and might indeed 
be termed the politicians of the Jewish nation. History says 
that the high priest and his family, and those principally in 
influence, were Sadducees. It is evident, therefore, that the 
preaching of the resurrection of Jesus, and of some spiritual 
power by which he could work through the apostles to the 
healing of the man born lame, would be an irritation to the 
Sadducees; for it was directly in conflict with their belief 
and teachings.

Indeed, it is worthy of notice, here and in subsequent les­
sons, that one of the main features of the Gospel which 
apostles preached was the doctrine of the resurrection—that 
Christ had risen from the dead, and that through him in due 
time not only believers should be raised from the tomb but 
ultimately all the world of mankind should be released from 
death, in order that each and all might have a full share m 
the judgment or trial for life everlasting, which had been 
secured by the ransom sacrifice of Christ. No wonder, then, 
that the Sadducees especially resented this new doctrine, which 
antagonized their views and to some extent supported their 
religious opponents, the Pharisees.

It may at first seem peculiar that a court trial should be 
held in respect to the healing of a cripple. However, the 
object of the trial evidently was to condemn the apostles, if 
possible, for having practised necromancy, sorcery, the black 
art. For, according to the law, a witch or a wizard or a nec­
romancer, a spirit medium, was to be put to death.—Levi­
ticus 20:27; Deuteronomy 18:9-12.

T H E  A P O S T L E  P E T E R ’S  D E F E N S E

When we remember that the apostles were illiterate fisher­
men, unaccustomed to public speaking and to contact with 
the great and learned, we may well be amazed at their courage 
and at the straight-forward presentation of the Gospel given 
by Peter. It astonished the Sanhedrin also. They wished 
to arraign the apostles, not for the good of healing the lame 
man, but rather for their preaching of Jesus as the Messiah. 
If Peter had been filled with fear he would not have spoken 
as he did to this court. If he had been filled with the spirit 
of egotism and boastfulness he would have spoken unwisely, 
rashly, no doubt But filled as he was with the holy Spirit, 
the spirit of meekness, patience, gentleness, long-suffering, 
brotherly kindness, and guided in his words by this spirit, he 
made an address which is beautiful both for its simplicity, 
its directness and its meek boldness.

The Apostle’s opening sentence had in it, possibly, a gentle 
irony respecting a trial for a good deed; but as on previous 
occasions he immediately proceeded to disclaim for himself 
and his associate, John, any power, any authority, in con­
nection with the matter and to declare that the miracle was 
performed in the name, by the authority, by the power, of 
Jesus of Nazareth. Once again he was not ashamed to own 
that the One he acknowledged was contemptuously called the 
Nazarene, nor to say that he was a follower of the One who 
was crucified as a malefactor. While telling the plain truth 
that this very Sanhedrin had caused the death of Jesus, he 
stated the matter without bitterness or acrimony. He al­
lowed the fact that God had raised up Jesus from the dead 
to stand as the proof that they had erred in their condemna­
tion of the Master. Then without parleying the question he 
proceeded to assure his hearers that this Jesus, whom they 
had despised and rejected, had nevertheless been owned of 
God as the chief corner stone of the great temple which God 
purposes to build. He thus referred their minds to a Mes­
sianic Psalm (118:22) familiar to them, pointing out its ful­
fillment in Christ, and declared . “Neither is there salvation in 
any other”. This expression, “the salvation,” to his hearers 
would have the sense of ‘the salvation for which we Jews 
as a nation have been waiting and longing, a national salva­
tion, and an individual salvation in the kingdom of God’.

T H E  P E R P L E X I T Y  O F  T H E  C O U R T

If there was a force, a sting, to his hearers in these words, 
it was because the members of the Sanhedrin were so seri­
ously in the wrong. How fortunate it would have been for 
them if they had been humble-hearted, like those who heard 
the Apostle on the day of Pentecost! Then they also would 
have cried out in consternation: “Men and brethren, what 
shall we do!” But alas! education, honor of men, high sta­
tion, often put the possessors of these at a disadvantage. 
The members of the Sanhedrin were rich, not only finan­
cially and intellectually, but in honors of men and in educa­
tion. To them forcefully belonged the words of Jesus, “Woe 
unto you rich!”—you are at a disadvantage. Pride, honor of 
men, self-conceit, hinder many such from receiving the simple 
message of the kingdom. Thus we perceive that there are 
compensations in the divine arrangement, and that in some
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respects poverty is a blessing in disguise. Hence the as­
surances of the Word that not any rich, not many great, not 
many noble, not many learned, would be among the chosen 
of the Lord or would receive positions in the bride class and 
in the heavenly kingdom.—1 Corinthians 1: 26-29.

Perceiving the boldness of Peter and John, and noting that 
they were unlearned and ignorant, the Sanhedrin marveled, 
and “took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus”. 
Ah, yes. Of Jesus also some one had said : “How knoweth this 
man letters, having never learned ?”•—in any of our schools. 
(John 7: 15) They knew of his power with the people through 
the Spirit of the Lord and of his straight-forward presenta­
tion of the truth. They recognized these men as of the same 
character, filled with the spirit of Jesus. And to this very 
day this is true of the followers of our Lord. As the Apostle 
wrote: “God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of 
power and of love and of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7) 
All of the Lord's people should remember this point and 
should cultivate such a spirit and be copies of our Lord Jesus 
and of the faithful apostles, so that of all of them the people 
might take knowledge that they have been with Jesus and 
have learned of him.

But let no one forget that there is only one way of coming 
into relationship with God—through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
As the Apostle Peter indicates in this discourse, “There is 
none other name under heaven given among men whereby 
we must be saved”. We must have faith in Jesus. We must 
understand that he died for the sin of the world. We must 
make a personal acceptance of him as our Savior. We must 
consecrate our little all to follow faithfully in his footsteps, 
even unto death. On these conditions we become his dis­
ciples, learners in the school of Christ, and having been be­
gotten of the holy Spirit, we are privileged to show forth 
more and more his praises and to let our light shine before 
men, than they, seeing our good works and our likeness to 
the Master, may glorify God on our behalf.

C O U R A G E  I N  P R E A C H I N G  T H E  G O S P E L

The Sanhedrin was perplexed as it perceived that the dis­
ciples had so strong a case and had really turned the tables 
upon that body, charging its members before the people of 
being the true culprits, murderers of the Son of God, the 
Messiah. As they looked at the man who had been healed, 
they perceived that a great miracle had been performed. 
They could say nothing. So they put forth the apostles 
from their midst, in order that they might discuss the case 
privately. They could not deny the miracle, and they were 
afraid of what it would lead to if talk of this kind about 
Jesus and about their being his murderers should spread

among the people to any degree. They thought best to let 
the disciples go, charging them, threatening them, not to 
preach any more in the name of Jesus. Then was shown 
the marvelous courage of the Apostles. They replied: 
“Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto 
you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak 
the things which we have seen and heard.”

The Bible directs the followers of Jesus to be subject to 
the powers that be. (Romans 13: 1-7; 1 Peter 2: 13-17) But 
while seeking to be thus law-abiding in every respect, Chris­
tians are to recognize that there is a still higher law and a 
still higher ruler, and they are to be subject to the worldly 
powers only in the absence of a contrary admonition from 
the higher power, from God. Through Jesus God had com­
manded the disciples to be the divine mouthpieces to preach 
the Gospel message that the death of Jesus was efficacious 
for the cancellation of sins, and that he who was slain was 
bye and bye to come and set up his kingdom and to bless 
all the world by releasing mankind from the bondage of sin 
and death. They were also to invite all who had faith to 
believe this message to associate themselves as disciples of 
Jesus, loyal and faithful to the Prince of that kingdom which 
is not yet set up. By such faithfulness they would manifest 
their faith and their loyalty to God; and on account of this 
they were promised a share with Messiah in the kingdom 
which we would establish for the blessing of all the families 
of the earth.

It was therefore the duty of the apostles, as it is the 
duty of all the followers of Jesus, to make known the Gospel 
message wherever there are hearing ears, and not to fear 
what man may do, although it would be our duty not to 
offend against the laws by holding a meeting where the 
crowds would interfere with traffic or otherwise be in con­
flict with legal regulations. The apostles were not interfer­
ing with the regulations of the Jewish law in speaking in 
public, as they did in the Temple. Their courage was really 
authorized by the law; and the Sanhedrin, in forbidding them 
to speak, went beyond its bounds.

The church, young in faith, had no doubt been greatly 
distressed by the imprisonment of the leading disciples; and 
when these were released, then a general meeting was held 
for the rejoicing and praise to God, thanking the Lord for 
the courage given the apostles, for the promises of his Word 
and for the miracle which had led up to all this. As a con­
sequence, we read, all were encouraged to speak the Word 
of God with boldness; and “with great power gave the apos­
tles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all”.

PETER STANDS UP FOR TRUTH AND HONESTY
-------- J a n u a r y  25.—A c t s  5: 1-11.--------

A N  A T T E M P T  TO D ECEIVE GOD— C O M M U N IS M  IN  T H E  E A R L Y  C H U R C H — D IV IN E M ETH OD OF K E E P IN G  T H E  IN F A N T  C H U R C H  FREE 
FROM H YP O C R IT E S— DECEPTION P U N IS H E D  W IT H  DEATH-— T H E  P R IN C IP L E  T H U S  IL LU STRA TED — L E S S O N S  FOR T H E  C H U R C H  OF 
TODAY— H O N E S T Y  OF H E A R T  E S S E N T IA L  TO D IV IN E  APPROVAL.

"Lying lips are an abomination to Jehovah; but they that deal truly are his delight."—Proverbs 12:22.

W HILE men slept the enemy came and sowed tares, 
our Lord's parable explains. (Matthew 13:24-30, 
36-43) After the apostles fell asleep in death the 

adversary had a comparatively free hand in the sowing of 
the seeds of error, and as a result cultivated in the church 
the tare class. But at the time of our lesson, shortly after 
Pentecost, circumstances were different. The apostles were 
still in the church, and exercised the special powers of the 
holy Spirit conferred upon them, as the Lord’s representatives, 
for the establishment of the church, sowing only the good 
seed and hindering the adversary from sowing the tares and 
developing hypocrites in it. Our lesson today illustrates the 
method by which the Lord through the apostles kept the in­
fant church free from hypocrites.

As previously suggested, a partial community of interest 
among believers was early established. A number of the 
faithful had already sold possessions and contributed to the 
general fund. Joses was one of these, whose case is particu­
larly cited. (Acts 4:36, 37) He was one of the noble breth­
ren whose generosity and helpfulness was generally recog­
nized in the church, so that among the believers he received 
a new name, Barnabas, which signifies “son of consolation”, 
or son of comfort and helpfulness.

Although there was nothing compulsory upon any in re­
spect to this selling of goods and giving to the common 
treasury, the very fact that those who did so were highly 
esteemed in the church would naturally become a snare to 
some who, without the real spirit of helpfulness and sacrifice, 
would appreciate and desire to have the approbation of the 
brethren. Ananias and Sapphira, his wife, were of this class, 
desirous of the approval of the church, yet deficient in the 
real spirit of sacrifice. They had a property which they de­
termined to sell; and in order to pass before the believers 
as saints of the same kind as Barnabas, they pretended to 
give to the general fund the full amount received for the 
property. Secretly, however, they had agreed to retain part 
of the sale money for future contingencies, yet would pass 
as sacrificers to the full amount.

The wrong of their course is manifest. As the Apostle 
Peter declared, the property was their own, and after they 
had sold it they still had the right to do so as they pleased 
with the proceeds. But they should have been honest about 
the matter; and if they wished to give a tenth, a half or even 
all of the amount, it was a matter of their own business 
alone. No one would have the least right to find fault with 
them or to criticise them. The entire wrong consisted in the
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deception practised, the palming off of a part of the price 
as the whale, for the purpose of deceiving the church and 
of gaining applause for an amount of sacrifice more than 
they had made. In this, and in this alone, consisted the sin 
for which they both died.

C O N S E C R A T I O N  N O T  A  M E A N I N G L E S S  F O R M

The record is that “great fear came upon all the com­
pany’, great reverence for God and for the apostles, his rep­
resentatives. Not only to those who had already espoused 
the Lord’s cause, but also to all who for some time there­
after would identify themselves with the church, this would 
mean that any who were insincere would best make no pre­
tensions to discipleship. Quite probably the influence of this 
event lasted for a considerable time—during the lives of the 
apostles. Since their death, however, any number of hypo­
crites have come into the church, indeed, have been coaxed 
and dragged in to swell the numbers; and God has been 
pleased to permit the many false assumptions and false pre­
tenses of these "tares” to go unpunished and unchallenged. 
(Matthew 13: 30) This does not mean a change on God’s 
part as respects such characters, but rather that the case of 
Ananias and Sapphira was made a special one to serve as 
a lesson in the church. Likewise, the first offense of Sabbath­
breaking was punished with death (Numbers 15:32-36), al­
though Sabbath-breaking was not similarly punished sub­
sequently under the law. \\ e are not to think of Ananias 
and Sapphira as being sinners above others of their class, 
because summary punishment was meted out to them.

Those who believe that eternal torment is the punishment 
for sin must, to be logical, suppose that Ananias and Sap­
phira passed on to torments at the hands of devils, from 
which they have since been suffering. Such must wonder 
that many who are equally hypocritical in nominal churches 
of today, as far as human judgment can discern, go un­
punished, and are encouraged by their spiritual leaders to 
hope for a share in the best the future has to give.

From our standpoint, the Bible standpoint, these two de­
ceivers received no other punishment than the loss of the 
present life. As they were not of the “wheat” class at all, 
and had not become partakers of the holy Spirit, but de­
ceived themselves, as they attempted to deceive others, their 
conduct did not affect their cases everlastingly, but merely 
as respects the present existence. They were made an il­
lustration of a principle; they served as ensamples for the 
instruction of the church. In the loss of present life they re­
ceived the full penalty of their deception. As respects the 
future life, an opportunity for which the Lord Jesus has 
purchased for all mankind, it will in due time be thrown 
open to them and to the whole world, to be accepted or re­
jected, under terms of clear knowledge and obedience. They 
are still heirs to a share of those blessings which will come 
to the world after the spirit-begotten church shall have been 
glorified and shall have begun the work of blessing all the 
families of the earth.

H O N E S T Y  T H E  Q U A L I T Y  A P P R O V E D  O F  G O D

The particulars of the lesson require no further detailing. 
We merely note the fact that the Apostle Peter evidently had 
the gift of discerning spirits (1 Corinthians 12: 10), and that 
God fortified the knowledge granted him, as evidence or 
proof of his apostleship. We proceed next to consider some 
of the lessons which may properly be learned from this inci­
dent of the past by the Lord’s people of today. The chief 
of these is that God desires “truth in the inward parts”, in 
the heart; and that any who have not this quality of candor, 
honesty, truthfulness, cannot be pleasing to God, and there­
fore cannot share in the glories shortly to be dispensed to 
the elect class of the Gospel age.—Psalm 51: 6.

As we look at ourselves we come to realize how imperfect 
are all the members of the fallen race. And when we con­
sider God's perfection we can conceive of only one quality 
which the fallen creature could possibly possess that would 
meet with divine approval, even when viewed through the 
merit of Christ's atonement. That one quality is honesty. 
The true Christian must in honesty confess his own short­
coming, his own deficiencies. He must in honesty acknowl­
edge that his sufficiency is of God through Christ, and not of 
himself. He must honestly strive for the standard set before 
him in the Gospel. He must honestly admit that he cannot 
do the things that he would. He must candidly and fully 
accept the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus as the cover­
ing for his blemishes. We are inclined to the belief that
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the greatest sin in the church, even among the consecrated 
believers, is the sin of dishonesty, the sin of which divine 
disapproval is so excellently illustrated in the case of Ananias 
and Sapphira.

We have no desire to distort or to make matters appear 
worse than they really are, but from our standpoint the nom­
inal church teems and overflows with just such hypocrites 
self-deceived to some extent. These are the tares, or imita­
tion wheat. Do not all who claim to be Christians profess 
to be following in the footsteps of Jesus, to bear his name, 
to be “the church which is his body’’, and to take up his cross 
and follow him? Yet how few of the nominal whole have 
or have ever had any thought of so doing! By their profes­
sion they declare that they have sold their earthly posses­
sions, their earthly interests ; that they have sacrificed these 
and have presented the whole matter as a loving gift and 
sacrifice to the Lord. Yet in reality they have done nothing 
of the kind. Never for a moment have they thought of even 
as much liberality to the Lord’s cause, keeping as propor­
tionately little to themselves, as did Ananias and Sapphira.

H Y P O C R I S Y  E V E N  I N  T H E  P U L P I T

We cannot judge the heart, and will not attempt to do so. 
We cannot even always tell which are grains of “wheat” and 
which “tares”, but out of their own mouths we may judge 
those who profess to be “wheat”. Some professing this and 
occupying very high places in the church, even as ministers 
of the Gospel, tell us plainly, not only by their actions but 
also at times by their words, that in pretending to sell out 
their interests and to turn over the entire proceeds in con­
secration to the Lord’s service, they have grossly falsified. 
Some of them tell us that they do not even believe the things 
which they vowed they would preach. They thus tell us that 
they have been dishonest with men and with themselves in 
respect to the things of God. Truly this is a serious, a dread­
ful condition. The church of today, instead of being free 
from deceivers, has them in its very highest positions of 
trust and honor, as representatives of the Lord, purporting 
to be his mouthpieces.

This is an individual matter still, as it was in the days of 
the apostles. Each individual of the Lord’s people must an­
swer for his own course, to the Lord himself. It therefore 
behooves all who are seeking divine approval to see that 
they are not influenced by prevalent disposition to hypocrisy, 
but that they deal with the Lord in purity and honesty of 
heart. Having covenanted to give to God and his service their 
all, they should see to it that they keep nothing back, but con­
sider their time, their influence, their means, their lives, fully 
devoted to the Lord, and that they use these as his, as they 
believe he would have them used—as stewards. Whoever is 
honest with himself will be honest with God and also with his 
fellow men. As Shakespeare expresses it:

" T o  th in e  o w n  s e l f  b e  t r u e ;
A n d  it m u st f o l l o w ,  as th e  n ig h t th e  d a y ,
T h o u  ca n s t  n o t  th e n  b e  fa ls e  t o  a n y  m a n ."

Our Golden Text is quite to the point and requires no 
comment. We perhaps should, however, guard some against 
a mistaken view of truthfulness. Some persons of large 
conscientiousness fail to balance that subject properly, and 
reach the conclusion that they are bound to answer every 
question that may be asked them, telling all that they know 
upon any subject. This is a mistaken view. We are not 
bound by any laws of honesty to tell all that we know in 
all cases. Some people ask questions which they have no 
right to ask, questions about things which are not their 
proper business. Such persons should not be encouraged; 
their queries should not be satisfied. Nor is it necessary 
to truthfulness that we should say to them in so many 
words: ‘You are busybodies. Your questions are imper­
tinent, and I will not answer them.’ On the contrary a 
soft answer will be better, an answer which will tell them 
as much or as little as suits convenience, permitting them 
to draw the conclusion that for some reason unmentioned 
you would not care to give a full statement of the facts. 
An exception to this rule would be a case in which the 
keeping hack of the information would be to the injury of 
the inquirer. Then, love for our neighbor should prompt 
the giving of the information: perhaps, indeed, the volunteer­
ing of it without being asked, especially if it be concerning 
a matter of which you have not merely an opinion but actual 
knowledge, without the revealing of which he would suffer 
some injury to his temporal or spiritual interests.



THE GOSPEL A  MESSAGE OF JOY
‘ •Fear n o t ;  fo r ,  behold , 1 bring you  g ood  tid in gs o f  g r ea t jo y , w h ich  shall be to  all p eop le . F o r  u n to  you  is b o m  th is  

d a y in  th e  c i ty  o f  D a v id  a  S a vior , w h ich  is  C h ris t th e L ord ."— L u k e  2 :1 0 ,  11.

ONE of the most powerful agencies at work In Influenc­
ing human conduct and affairs during the last six 
thousand years is fear. Fear is an acknowledgment 

of weakness: it is an admission to one’s self of one’s 
inability to understand or to cope with extraordinary 
situations as they arise. Our first record of fear in man’s 
heart was when the disobedient Adam hid himself In the 
darksome bowers of the garden of Eden, hoping, apparently, 
to avoid a meeting with his Maker, or at least to defer it 
to the furthest possible limit. He knew that he was a 
sinner and that his willful sin had sundered for him the 
tender ties which had bound him to his only Master.

Satan has sought to play upon this human tendency to 
fear. In all the world we see this disposition manifest. A 
very large portion of the rites of pagan religions is inspired 
by fear. The poor heathen agonize themselves to appease 
the supposed wrath of their deities; and these tragic per­
formances bear testimony to the fact that they recognize 
themselves to be far from perfect. Satan has sought to 
pollute and pervert the religion of Christ in that he has 
misrepresented the character of Jehovah, seeking to make 
him out as a heartless tyrant possessed of little else than 
power and intelligence. He has foisted the view upon man­
kind that God has prepared and caused to be created a place, 
the capacity of which is sufficient to hold the vast majority 
of the human family: that he has provided that place with 
interminable and unremittant heat, and into which burning, 
fiery caldron he purposes to cast the poor fallen members 
of the human race, where throughout all the reverberating 
aeons of eternity they would be called upon to experience 
the most excruciating pain and to writhe in unendurable 
anguish, which must ever be endured. Satan has even done 
all he could to encourage the thought that there is no 
hope of escape from this terrible condemnation—except for 
the elect few.

When we recognize the activities of Satan and his in­
iquitous influences in the forming of human opinion, and 
when we remember the fact that man is a sinner and is 
estranged from God, it is not to be wondered at that the 
shepherds on the hills of Judtea feared when so extra­
ordinary a sight as the appearance of an angelic being was 
suddenly presented to them. But the angel delayed not 
to calm their fears by saying, “Fear not”—I have no message 
of disaster but one of good—“for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people”. The word 
here translated good  tid in gs is elsewhere in the New Testa­
ment, and in fact generally, translated gosp el. The thought 
is the same in either case; for gospel means good news.

J O Y  F O R  A L L  T H E  P E O P L E
This good message was made even more acceptable by 

the fact that it was announced as being for all people. 
Surely any blessing from God, even though its application 
be for but a limited group of his creatures, is an occasion 
for joy. But if the message of good news is so broad in its 
scope as to take in all people the occasion for joy is all 
the more intense.

This broad message conveys much peace and joy because 
it implies that somehow, at some time, not stated by the 
celestial messenger, the curse which has been upon the 
world will be dispelled and divine favor will bring its 
benign fruition of life. ( Psalm 3 0 : 5 > For more than four 
thousand years prior to the giving of this message mankind 
had languished under the Adamic sentence of death. Year 
after year, century after century, thousands upon thousands, 
millions upon millions, of mankind had gone down Into the 
tomb. The pagan nations were without God and without 
hope in the world. But Israel had been looking for the 
Messiah for more than eighteen hundred years. Neverthe­
less, he had not come until that moment when the angels 
announced his birth. All they had before that time was 
anticipation. But now the angels brought the happy news 
that the long-looked-for Messiah was born in the city of 
David, Bethlehem.

A  S A V I O R ,  C H R I S T  T H E  L O R D

The word Christ means anointed and corresponds to the 
Hebrew word Messiah, the term by which the long-promised 
Seed of Abraham was known. It was he who should bless 
all the families of the earth. (Genesis 12:3, 22:15-18) At 
the time of our Lord’s birth, however, he was the Savior 
only in a prophetic sense. He was a savior in the sense that 
his work of salvation lay before him, and not behind him. 
He was not yet the Christ of glory, because first he must be 
tested and must demonstrate his loyalty to Jehovah, even 
under the most humiliating circumstances. And even when 
he had finished his trial time on Calvary he was not the 
world’s Lord in the grand sense that was to follow. After 
he had risen from the dead and when all power in heaven 
and in earth was his, when it could be said of him that “he 
upholds all things by the word of his power”, then the real 
grandeur and scope of his office began to be manifest.

Holy men of old, speaking under the inspiration and 
guidance of the holy spirit, had foretold that a great one, 
an anointed one, should come and be king of the Jews. It 
was even shown that he would be king over the whole world. 
This great King had been pictured in the office of Melchls- 
edic, King of Salem, Priest of the Most High God. (Psalm 
110: 4) In all probability the shepherds on the star-lit hills 
around Bethlehem were familiar with these things long 
promised to Israel.

T H E  B A S I S  O F  T H E  R E J O IC I N G

It was a message of joy conveyed to mankind through 
the shepherds in that it implied a return of divine favor to 
the world. In the beginning God had cursed the earth, not 
in the sense of swearing at mankind nor manifesting weak­
ness, but in the sense of blighting the race. He had declared 
that man must die. (Genesis 2:17; 3:17-19) As a result of 
that curse pronounced In Eden all the sickness, all the 
trying, and all the dying which has ever happened in the 
world, came. But God, who had justly placed the curse 
upon man, had planned that in due time the former things 
should pass away and that thereafter there should be no 
more sorrowing, sickness, suffering, or death.

There is no intimation in these words of the popular 
theory fostered and nurtured by ecclesiastical organizations 
to the effect that there is bad tidings of great misery for 
nearly all members of the Adamic race. On the contrary, 
it was a message of great joy to all peoples, all nationalities, 
just as God had promised long ago to Abraham, declaring, 
“By myself have I sworn . . .  In thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed”.

As it was night time when the angels came and as the 
message was delivered to those who were alert and watch­
ing, so the good news of God’s oncoming favor for mankind 
has come during the dark night of sin and death. All have 
not known of it, all have not been illuminated by the 
celestial lightnings of truth, but only those who were 
watching and who had the courage to listen to the good 
message. God’s messengers, or angels, have not all been 
brilliant to man's eye, but to the extent that they have 
held the torch of truth they have had the heavenly Illumi­
nation, even though, outwardly, they have been very in­
conspicuous and humble.

" Y e t  w i t h  t h e  w o e s  o f  s in  a n d  s t r i f e  
T h e  w o r l d  h a s  -su ffered  l o n g  ;

B e n e a t h  t h e  a n g e l - s t r a in  h a v e  r o l le d  
T w o  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  o f  w r o n g ;

A n d  m e n , a t  w a r  w i t h  m e n , h e a r  n o t  
T h e  l o v e - s o n g  w h ic h  t h e y  b r in g  :

O h  ! h u s h  t h e  n o is e ,  y e  m e n  o f  s t r i f e ,
A n d  h e a r  t h e  a n g e l s  s i n g ! ”

“ F o r  l o ! t h e  d a y s  a r e  h a s t e n i n g  o n .
B y  p r o p h e t - b a r d s  f o r e t o l d ,

W h e n  w it h  t h e  e v e r - c i r c l i n g  y e a r s  
C o m e s  r o u n d  t h e  a g e  o f  g o ld  ;

W h e n  P e a c e  s h a l l  o v e r  a l l  t h e  e a r t h  
I t s  a n c i e n t  s p l e n d o r s  f l in g ,

A n d  t h e  w h o le  w o r l d  s e n d  b a c k  t h e  s o n g  
W h i c h  n o w  t h e  a n g e ls  s i n g . ”
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YOUR “ GOOD HOPES”  FOR 1920

{The plan here proposed we designate “good hopes” , because 
nothing is actually promised; only your generous hopes are ex­
pressed, based upon your future prospects as they now appear to 
you. The plan has proved not only so beneficial to the cause of 
truth, but also so blessed to the hopers, for some years past, that 
we can commend it to all as Scriptural and good. Those who desire 
to make use of this plan can nil out both of these memoranda. 
One should be kept for refreshment of your memory, the other mailed to us.)

TO T H E
WATCH TOWER BIRUE & TRACT SOCIETY

Dear Friends: I have read with interest of the openings 
for the Studies and for educational and evangelistic work 
work both in this country and in foreign lands. I need not 
tell you that 1 am interested in the spread o f the glad 
tidings concerning the breadths and lengths and depths and 
heights of redeeming love as expressed for us in God’s great 
plan of the ages.

I am anxious to use myself, my every power and talent, 
my voice, my time, my money, my influence, my ali to give 
to others this knowledge, which has so greatly blessed, 
cheered and comforted my own heart and placed my feet 
firmly upon- the rock Christ Jesus.

I have considered carefully, and praying to be instructed, 
how to use my various talents more to my Redeemer’s glory 
and for the service o f his people—those blinded by human 
tradition who are, nevertheless, hungering for “ the good 
word of God”, and those also who are naked, not having on 
the robe o f Christ’s righteousness, the unjustified, who stand, 
at best, in the filthy rags of their own righteousness. 1 
have decided that so far as my money talent goes, I will 
follow the rule so clearly laid down for us by the great 
Apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 1 6 :2 ), and will lay aside on 
the first day o f each week, according to my thankful appre­
ciation of the Lord's blessings during the preceding week. 
Out o f this fund I wish to contribute to the several parts 
of the Lord’s -work in the earth as that work is now in 
operation or as it may need to be performed throughout the 
year. Such special applications of my contribution as I 
desire to have made are mentioned on the reverse side o f 
this sheet.

Of course, I cannot in advance judge or state particularly 
what the Lord’s bounty may enable me to set apart weekly, 
and hence you wifi understand the sum indicated to be 
merely my conjecture or hope, based upon present prospects. 
It shall be my purpose to contribute more than I here 
specify; and should I not succeed in doing as well, the Lord 
will know my heart, and you will know o f my endeavors.

My only object in specifying in advance what I hope to be 
able to do in this cause is to enable those in charge o f the 
work of publishing and translating literature, conducting 
evangelistic meetings, etc., to form estimates, lay plans, 
make contracts, etc., with some idea of what I will at least 
try to do in the exercise o f this, my highly appreciated 
privilege.

My present judgment is that during the coming year, by 
self-denial and cross-bearing, I shall be able to lay aside on 
the first day of each week for home and foreign mission 
work (to  assist in translating the Scripture Studies into 
foreign languages, and in meeting the expenses of brethren 
sent out as lecturers to preach the divine plan o f salvation, 
and in general to be expended as the officers o f the Society

may deem best), the amount of...... ........... ............... per week.
All or any portion o f my donation may be applied as 

subscription price for T he W atch T owee sent to the Lord’s 
poor or others, as the Society’s officers may deem advisable.

That the work be not hindered, I will endeavor to send 
you what I shall have laid aside for this cause at the close 
of each quarter year. I will secure an express or postal 
money order, or bank draft, as I may find most convenient, 
and will address the letter to

W atch T owee B ible & T sact Society

124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, N. Y., U. S. A,
or, 34 Craven Terrace, Lancaster Gate, London W. 2, England: 
495 Collins St., Melbourne, Australia; 123 Plein St., Cape Town, 
South Africa.

(P o st Office)

YOUR “ GOOD HOPES” FOR 1920
{The plan here proposed we designate “good hopes” , because 

nothing is actually promised; only your generous hopes are ex­
pressed, based upon your future prospects as they now appear to 
you. The plan has proved not only so beneficial to the cause of 
truth, but also so blessed to the hopers, for some years past, that 
we can commend it to all as Scriptural and good. Those who desire 
to make use of this plan can fill out both of these memoranda. 
One should be kept for refreshment of your memory; the other 
mailed to u s)

TO T H E
WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY

Dear Friends; I have read with interest o f the openings 
for the Studies and for educational and evangelistic work 
work both in this country and in foreign lands. I need not 
tell you that l am interested in the spread of the glad 
tidings concerning the breadths and lengths and depths and 
heights of redeeming love as expressed for us In God’s great 
plan o f the ages.

I am anxious to use myself, my every power and talent, 
my voice, my time, my money, my influence, my all to give 
to others this knowledge, which has so greatly blessed, 
cheered and comforted my own heart and placed my feet 
firmly upon the rock Christ Jesus.

I have considered carefully, and praying to be instructed, 
how to use my various talents more to my Redeemer’s glory 
and for the service o f his people—those blinded by human 
tradition who are, nevertheless, hungering for “ the good 
word o f God”, and those also who are naked, not having on 
the robe of Christ’s righteousness, the unjustified, who stand, 
at best, in the filthy rags o f their own righteousness. I 
have decided that so far as my money talent goes, I will 
follow the rule so dearly laid down for us by the great 
Apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 1 6 :2 ), and will lay aside on 
the first day o f each week, according to my thankful appre­
ciation o f the Lord’s blessings during the preceding week. 
Out o f this fund I wish to contribute to the several parts 
of the Lord's work in the earth as that work is now in 
operation or as it may need to be performed throughout the 
year. Such special applications o f my contribution as I 
desire to have made are mentioned on the reverse side o f 
this sheet.

Of course, I cannot in advance judge or state particularly 
what the Lord’s bounty may enable me to set apart weekly, 
and hence you will understand the sum indicated to be 
merely my conjecture or hope, based upon present prospects. 
It shall be my purpose to contribute more than i  here 
specify; and should I not succeed In doing as well, the Lord 
will know my heart, and you will know of my endeavors.

My only object in specifying in advance what I hope to be 
able to do in this cause is to enable those in charge of the 
work of publishing and translating literature, conducting 
evangelistic meetings, etc., to form estimates, lay plans, 
make contracts, etc., with some idea of what I will at least 
try to do in the exercise of this, my highly appreciated 
privilege.

My present judgment is that during the coming year, by 
self-denial and cross-bearing* I shall be able to lay aside on 
the first day of each week for home and foreign mission 
work (to assist in translating the Scripture Studies into 
foreign languages, and in meeting the expenses of brethren 
sent out as lecturers to preach the divine plan o f salvation, 
and in general to be expended as the officers of the Society

may deem best), the amount of.......... .......................-par week.
All or any portion o f my donation may be applied as 

subscription price for T he W atch T owee sent to the Lord’s 
poor or others, as the Society’s officers may deem advisable.

That the work be not hindered, I will endeavor to send 
you what I shall have laid aside for this cause at the close 
o f each quarter year. I will secure an express or postal 
money order, or bank draft, as I may find most convenient, 
and will address the letter to

W atch T owee B ible & T ract Society 
124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, N, Y., U. S. A,

or, 34 Craven Terrace, Lancaster Gate, London W. 2, England; 
495 Collins St, Melbourne, Australia; 123 Plem St, Cape Town, 
South Africa.

( N a m e )  ..................................................................  ....................................................................- .............

(Post Office)

(S tate or Province). ( C o u n t r y ,  t f  F o r e i g n ) . ( S t a t e  o r  P r o v i n c e ) (Country, if Foteign).
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WATCH TOWER SUBSCRIPTIONS

The friends who contribute to the “ Good Hopes”  (de­
scribed on the reverse side o f this sheet) at times desire to 
send T he W atch T owbb to friends who are not yet inter­
ested enough to subscribe for themselves, or to deeply 
interested friends who are too poor to subscribe and back­
ward about accepting our Lord's Poor offer. They are 
invited to give us such addresses below, the expense to be 
deducted from their donations. Give full name and address 
in each instance, and write very plainly, please, mentioning 
the length o f the subscription, using 1, $, i  to represent 
full year, half year, and quarter year:
Kamos Length

W A T C H  T O W E R  S U B S C R IP T IO N  R E N E W A L S

Most o f our subscriptions end with the year, so we take 
this opportunity to remark that we shall be glad to hear 
promptly from such as desire the visits o f T h e  W atch 
Towee to be continued. The Lord’s Poor friends have been 
requested to send their applications in May. When names 
are dropped and afterward renewed it makes us unnecessary 
trouble. When desiring to know date o f expiration look on 
your T ower wrapper. The date is given in the lower left 
hand portion o f the printed label.

A  P R I V I L E G E  A N D  A  S E R V IC E

We are convinced that T he W atch  T oweb lists do not 
contain the names o f all those who are deeply interested in 
its teachings. The total is small enough, surely, and we are 
not content that the name o f any should he missing. We 
believe that all who are in the “narrow way” would be 
stimulated and encouraged by its semi-monthly appearance 
on their reading tables, reminding them afresh o f those 
things which the world, the flesh, and the devil continually 
tend to crowd out o f mind and heart

In times past we have required that all who desired T he  
Watch T ower on credit or free under the “ Lord's Poor” 
arrangement, should make personal application; but now 
we request every subscriber to inquire among those whom 
he knows to be interested in present truth and to obtain the 
consent o f all such to send in their subscriptions either on 
credit or free , as the circumstances may necessitate. Those 
who receive our journal on credit may at any future time 
request that the debt be cancelled and we will cheerfully 
comply. We desire that as nearly as possible T he Watch 
Tower lists shall represent all deeply interested in its 
message.

CREATION DRAMA SCENARIOS
These Scenarios constitute a condensed statement of the 

divine plan of the ages, profusely illustrated; much infor­
mation in little space. The ninety-six short, pithy lectures 
of The Photo-Drama of Creation are supplied in two bind­
ings and three styles: red cloth (red edges), in English, 
Armenian, Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek, Ita­
lian, Polish, Slovak, Spanish, Russian, and Swedish, 85c; 
Be Luxe*, maroon cloth, embossed in four colors, gold edges, 
English only, $1.25; paper bound edition in English, Arme­
nian, Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek, Polish, 
Slovak, Russian, and Swedish. 35e. All these prices include 
carriage charges.

* De Luxe edition will be out of stock for about two mouths.

YEAR M OTTO FOR 1920

These richly colored, but not gaudy, motto cards are of 
our own design and manufacture. Produced by the litho­
graphic offset process in eight colors, and embossing, they 
present an extraordinary appearance of elegance and beauty, 
well suited to the rare and exalted character o f the text 
which the card carries—“The Lord is my strength and 
song’\—Psalm 118:14.

By producing them in large quantities we are able to sell 
them lower than our other mottoes o f the same size. Our 
object is to encourage the embellishment o f  the homes o f 
the Lord’s people with faith-stimulating and courage-in- 
spiring texts, tastefully prepared. The mottoes are printed 
mn oturOv iithrt£rsmhic board. 9” x  14” , and punched for
convenient hanging.

Prices: We will supply these 1920 year mottoes for 25c 
each, $2.40 per dozen, or $8.00 for 50, carriage charges pre­
paid by us. It will be to the advantage of all concerned to 
order in quantities, where that is possible.

MOTTO CARD ASSORTMENTS
The uncertain condition o f the motto market makes It 

practically impossible for us to advise in advance just how 
many or what kind o f mottoes we will be able to enclose in 
each package. But for those who care to employ our judg­
ment in making up the assortments we promise good value 
for the money—better value, we confidently believe, than 
is obtainable in mottoes anywhere else in the country. We 
furnish the following assortments; prices include prepay­
ment o f carriage by us:

Packet MA (assorted)..........................................$ .50
Packet MB (assorted) ..................- .............,—  1.00
Packet MC (assorted) ______________________1-50
Packet MD (assorted) ................ ....................... 2.00

SCRIPTURE TEXT CALENDAR CARDS
rVe have two sizes, the smaller 5J” x  SI” , and the larger 
' x  10|” ; each adorned with appropriate scenic views in 
ors and embellished with helpful Scripture texts. C nlen - 
* pad is attached in such a manner that each month can 
torn off when it has fulfilled its purpose. Each size is 
ivided with delicately tinted ribbon or cord, for hanging, 
’ rices for smaller size 15c each, or $1.50 per dozen, post* 
d : $5.00 for 50, carriage charges collect; for the larger 
s, 25c each, or $2,25 per dozen, postpaid; $8.50 for 50# 
■rlage charges collect



International Bible Students Association Classes
lectures and Studies by Traveling Brethren,

S a n f o r d ,  F l a ...............
B R O T H E R  R .
.D e c .  16

H . B A R B E R
J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F la .  .. D e c . 2 8

M ia m i .  F l a ..................... 1 8 B r u n s w ic k ,  G a ............ ” 2 9
K e y  W e s t ,  F l a ............ . ”  19 F i t z g e r a ld .  G a ............ ” 3 0
M ia m i ,  F l a ...................... . ”  2 0 , 2 3 M c R a e ,  G a ..................... 31
l a k e l a n d ,  F l a ............. 24 E a s t m a n ,  Ga. ......... .Jan. 1
S t .  P e t e r s b u r g ,  F la .. "  2 5 -2 7 R e n t z ,  G a ....................... o

P a d e n .  O k la .................
B R O T H E R  B . H . BOYD 

.D e c .  1 6  C o m a n c h e ,  O k la .  .. .D e c . 2 3
C h a n d le r ,  O k la .......... .. ”  1 8 L a w t o n .  O k la .............. 2 4
E d m o n d ,  O k la ............. . ”  1 9 O k la h o m a  C it y .  O k la .  ”  2 5 2 8
M ln c o ,  O k la ................... . ”  2 0 H a r r a h ,  O k la .............. 2 7
C h ic k a s h a ,  O k la .  .. 2 1 M c L o u d ,  O k la ............. . ”  2 8 .  2 9
M a r lo w ,  O k la .............. 2 2 S h a w n e e ,  O k la ............ ” 3 0

B R O T H E R  D . T O O L E
S a n t a  R o s a ,  C a l ......
S a n  J o s e ,  C a l ..............

.D e c .  2 0 P a s a d e n a ,  C a l .......... .. . . .D e c . 2 0

. ”  21 A lh a m b r a ,  C a l.  ... ” 3 0
P a s o  R o b le s ,  C a l ...... ”  2 2 L a w n d a le ,  C a l .......... 31
S a n t a  M a r ia ,  C a l . . . . 2 3 L o n g  B e a c h ,  C a l... . . . .J a n . 1
L o s  A n g e le s ,  C a l . . . . . ”  2 5 , 2 8 S a n t a  A n a ,  C a l. . . 2
S a n t a  B a r b a r a ,  C a l. ”  2 6 O c e a n s id e ,  C a l ......... 3

B R O T H E R  S . H . T O U T J I A N
M e s a , W a s h ......................D e c .  2 3  S t a n w o o d ,  W a s h ............J a n .
Y a k im a .  W a s h .................. ”  2 4  S e a t t l e ,  W a s h ..................  ”
E J le n s b u r g ,  W a s h .  .. ”  2 5  P u y a l lu p ,  W a s h ...........”
T a c o m a ,  W a s h .................. ”  2 6  O ly m p ia ,  W a s h ..............  ”
E v e r e t t ,  W a s h .................. ”  2 8 -3 1  A b e r d e e n ,  W a s h ................”
B u r l i n g t o n ,  W a s h .  . .J a n .  2  C e n t r a l ia ,  W a s h ............ **

B R O T H E R
C a r o .  M ic h ................. . . .D e c ,  1 6
M id la n d ,  M ic h ......... ... ”  1 7
A lm a .  M ic h .  *......... 1 8
W h e e l e r ,  M ic h .  .. . ..  ”  1 9
L a n s in g ,  M i c h .......... ... ”  2 0 , 2 1
C h a r lo t t e ,  M ic h . . ..  ”  2 2

E . P . C R I S T
W o o d l a n d ,  M ic h .......... D e c .  2 3
M u s k e g o n ,  M ic h ...........  ”  2 4
G r a n d  R a p id s ,  M ic h .  "  2 5
S p a r t a ,  M ic h ......................  ”  2 6
K a la m a z o o ,  M ic h .........  ”  2 8
S o u t h  H a v e n ,  M ic h . . .  ”  2 9

B R O T H E R  J. A . B A E U E R L E I N
E l i z a b e t h ,  N , J ..................D e c .  2 1  L in f ie ld ,  P a ....................... D e e . 2 8

B R O T H E R  E . W . B E T L E R
P o r t c h e s t e r ,  N . Y ............D e c .  21  P a t e r s o n ,  X .  J ..................... D e c .  2 8

B R O T H E R  L . T .  C O H E N

B R O T H E R  A .  J . E S H L E M A N
J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F la .  .. D e c . 1 8 A v o n  P a r k ,  F l a ......... . .D e c . 3 0
A r r e d o n d o ,  F l a ............. ” 21 L a k e la n d ,  F l a ............ ” 31
W i l l i s t o n .  F l a ................  ”
T a r p o n  S p r i n g s ,  F l a .  ”  
S t .  P e t e r s b u r g .  F l a . . .  ”

2 2 P u n t a  G o r d a ,  F la . J a n . 1
2 3 A r c a d i a ,  F l a ................ ” o

2 5 -2 8 S a r a s o t a ,  F l a ............... ” 3
T a m p a ,  F l a ......................  ” 2 9 T a m p a ,  F l a .................. ” 4

B a y o n n e ,  X .  J .....................D e c .  21  B r i d g e p o r t ,  C o n n .............D e c .  2 8

B R O T H E R  E . J . C O W A R D
B e n t o n ,  P a ...........................D e c .  2 1  H a m b u r g ,  X .  J ...................D e c .  2 8

B R O T H E R  E . L .  D O C K E Y
N e w  B r i t a i n ,  C o n n .........D e c .  2 1  A l l e n t o w n ,  P a ..................... D e c .  2 8

B R O T H E R
S u f f o lk ,  V a ..................D e c .  1 6 , 1 7
N e w p o r t  N e w s ,  V a .. .  ”  1 8
N o r f o l k ,  V a ..................... ”  1 9 -2 1
R a le i g h ,  N . C ..............  ”  2 2
G a s t o n ia  C i t y ,  N . C . . .  ”  2 3
S h e lb y ,  N . C ................. ”  2 4

M . L .  H E R R
C h a r lo t t e ,  N . C ............ D e c .  2 5 -2 8
S p a r t a n b u r g ,  S . C ...  ”  2 9
G r e e n v i l l e ,  S . C .........  ”  3 0
W e s t m in s t e r ,  S . C . . .  ”  31
A t h e n s ,  G a .......................J a n .  1 , 2
W i l l a r d ,  G a ........................ ”  3

F r i s t o e ,  K y ..........
P a d u c a h ,  K y .  .. 
M a y f ie ld ,  K y .  .. 
M e m p h is ,  T e n n .
H e le n a .  A r k ..........
K e n a e t t ,  A r k .

B R O T H E R  G . S . K E N D A L L
1 7 J u d s o n ia ,  A r k ........... . . .D e c .  2 5
1 8 B a t e s v i l le ,  A r k .  ....... ”  2 6 , 2 7
19 L i t t l e  R o c k ,  A r k .  ..... ”  2 8

2 0 , 21 W a r d ,  A r k .................... 2 9
2 2 R o s e b u d ,  A r k .............. ... ”  3 0 , 3 1

2 3 , 2 4 L i t t l e  R o c k .  A r k .  . . . .J a n .  1

B R O T H E R  A .  D O N A L D
E a s t  S t r o u d s b u r g ,  P a .  D e c .  2 1  V a l l e y  S t r e a m , N . Y ......D e c .  2 8

B R O T H E R  A . D . E S H L E M A N
P o t t s t o w n ,  P a .....................D e c  2 1  N o r r i s t o w n ,  P a .................. D e c .  2 8

B R O T H E R  G . H . F I S H E R
W i lm i n g t o n ,  D e l ............... D e c .  2 1  S c r a n t o n ,  P a .........................D e c .  2 8

B R O T H E R  H . E . H A Z L E T T
J o h n s t o w n  N . Y ............... D e c .  2 1  A t l a n t i c  C i t y ,  N . J ..........D e c .  2 8

B R O T H E R  W .  F . H U D G I N G S
G r a n v i l l e ,  N . Y ..................D e c  2 1  K in g s t o n ,  N . Y ................. - D e c  2 8

B R O T H E R  S. M O R T O N
C h a r lo t t e .  N . C .........D e c . 1 6 A u g u s t a ,  G a ................. .. ”  2 3
S p a r t a n b u r g .  S. C.. ” 1 7 C h a r lo t t e ,  N . C . ... . ”  2 5  2 8
G r e e r ,  S . C .....................  *’ 1 8 H ic k o r v ,  X. C ......... . ”  2 9
W e s t m i n s t e r .  S . C\. ” 1 9 A s h o v i i l e ,  N . C ......... 3 0
U n io n  P o i n t ,  G a .........  ” 2 1 H e n d e r s o n v i l l e ,  N . ( ”  3 1
T h o m s o n ,  G a ................... ” 2 2 B r a s s t o w n ,  N . C ...... .J a n .  1 , 2

B R O T H E R  W . H . P I C K E R I N G
W o o d w a r d ,  O k la ......D e c .  1 7 , 1 8 T o p e k a ,  K a n ........... .D e c .  2 5
W i c h i t a ,  K a n .............. ” 1 9 A t c h i s o n ,  K a n ......... . ”  20
T o p e k a ,  K a n ..............  " 2 0 L e a v e n w o r t h ,  K a n . "  or*
C l a y  C e n t e r ,  K a n .  ... 21 K a n s a s  C i t y ,  M o ..... .D e c .  2 8
R i l e y ,  K a n .........................  " F r e e m a n .  M o ............ . "  3 0
M a r y s v i l l e ,  K a n .  . .. ” 2 3 . 2 4 C h ilh o w e e ,  M o ......... . ”  31

B R O T H E R  V . C . R I C E
M o u n t a i n  G r o v e ,  M o . [>or. 1 0 M e m p h is ,  T e n n ....... D ec. 2 4 .  2 5
S o u t h  F o r k ,  M o ....... 18 J a c k s o n ,  M is s .......... . ”  2 6 . 27
M o o d y .  M o ................... " 19 V ic k s b u r g ,  M is s ....... "  28
T h a y e r ,  M o ................. *’ 21 M o n r o e ,  L a .............. . ”  2 9
J o n e s b o r o ,  A r k .......... ” K e l l v ,  L a .................. . ”  30
G il m o r e ,  A r k ..............  ” 2 3 V e r d a ,  L a .................. . ”  3 1

B R O T H E R R . L . R O B I E
D e e p  R i v e r ,  C o n n .....Dec. 16 P o r t  J e r v i s ,  X. Y ... .D e c .  2 9
N e w  H a v e n ,  C o n n .  .. ” 17 E ld  r e d ,  X . Y ........... . ”  3 0
B r i d g e p o r t ,  C o n n .  .. ” 18 L i b e r t y .  X . Y ........... . ” 31
S o u t h  X o r w a l k .  C o n n .  ” 19 P e c k v i l le ,  P a .......... .J a n .  1 , 2
S t a m f o r d ,  C o n n .........  ” 21 C a r b o n d a le ,  P a ........ ”  4
B r o o k l y n ,  X .  Y .........  ” 2 8 S c r a n t o n ,  P a ............ 4

B R O T H E R  E . D . S E X T O N
P o r t l a n d ,  M e ..............Doc. 1 6 N e w p o r t .  R . I ......... .D e c .  21
S p r i n g v a l e ,  M e .......... " 17 P r o v id e n c e ,  R . I ...... ”  ‘V.*
L y n n ,  M a s s ................  " 1^ W e s t e r ly ,  R . I ......... 2 3
T a u n t o n ,  M a s s ...........  " 19 W a s h in g t o n ,  D . C. ”  2 8
N e w  B e d f o r d ,  M a s s .  " 2 0 H a im r s t o w n ,  M d . . ”  2 9
F a l l  R iv e r ,  M a s s ......  " 21 Cumberland, Md. .. . *’ 3 0

B R O T H E R W .  J. T H O R N
C h i ld r e s s ,  T e x ..........D e c .  17 , 1 8 A l v a r a d o ,  T e x ......... .D e c .  2 6
D a lh a r t ,  T e x ..............  " 1 9 C le b u r n e , l e x .......... ” 0 7
H o o k e r ,  Okla ..............  " 2 1 W :u *o, T e x ................ ” 2 8
D a lb a r r ,  T e x ...................  ” 0 ° H il l s b o r o .  T e x ......... ”
A m a r i l l o ,  T e x ............  " 24 A t h e n s ,  T e x ............... . ”  3 0
F o r t  W o r t h ,  T e x ....... ” 2 5 M u r c h is o n ,  T e x ........ . ”  31

B R O T H E R  T . H . T H O R N T O N
L o n a c o n in g ,  M d ........D e c . 1 5 L e a k s v i l l e ,  N . C ...... D e c . 2 2
R o c k  E n o n  S p ’ g s ,  V a . ” 1 6 G r e e n s b o r o ,  N . C .. .. . ”  2 3
B o y c e ,  V a ..................... ” 17 C h a r lo t t e ,  N . C ....... ”  25 -28
G r o t t o e s ,  V a ............... " 1 8 W in s t o n -S a le m ,  N . C . ”  2 9
W a y n e s b o r o ,  V a . . .. ” 19 R o a n o k e ,  V a ............. . ”  3 0
R o a n o k e ,  V a ............... ” 21 E a s t  R a d fo r d ,  V a .. . . 31

B R O T H E R  J. H . H O E V E L E R
C r o m w e ll ,  C o n n ............ D e c  2 1  K a n k l e t o w n ,  P a ............... D e c .  2 8

B R O T H E R  R . J. M A R T I N
H a r r i s b u r g ,  P a ..................D e c .  2 1  C le v e la n d ,  O h io ................. D e c .  2 8

B R O T H E R  C . E . M Y E R S
P a s s a i c ,  N . J ........................D e c .  2 1  N o r t h  B e r g e n ,  N . J ......... D e c .  2 8

B R O T H E R  H . H . R I E M E R
B r o o k ly n ,  N . Y ..................D e c .  21  H o l t s v i l l e ,  N . Y ............... D e c .  2 8

B R O T H E R  F . H . R O B I S O N
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F a m e — G o o d  N a m e  ....................................... ...3 f>0
J o y s  o f  L i f e .................................- .............................3 6 3

A  W o r d  in  E x p la n a t i o n ............  ........................ 3 6 4
u e s t i o n s  a n d  A n s w e r s .......................  3 6 5
e t e r  P r e a c h e s  a t  P e n t e c o s t .............................3 6 6

A P R IL  15
L i b e r t y  in  C h r i s t ...........................................................1 1 5

R e s u m e  o f  O u r  B r e t h r e n ’ s  C a s e ................. 1 1 5
P e t i t i o n  f o r  T h e ir  R e l e a s e .............................1 1 5
J u d g e  H o w e  A s k s  C le m e n c y  f o r  T h e m . .1 1 7
R e le a s e d  o n  B a i l ........................................................1 1 8

T h e  F in i s h e d  M y s t e r y ...............................................1 2 0
" Y e  A r e  D e a d ”  ( P o e m ) . . . ....................................... 1 2 1
G u id in g  t h e  F e e t  o f  C h r i s t ............... ..................1 2 2
R e s i g n s  in  F a v o r  o f  B r o t h e r  M a c m i l l a n . .1 2 3
S in  a n d  i t s  C o n s e q u e n c e s .........................................1 2 4
T h e  G r a c e  o f  G o d .— .....................................................1 2 6
L e t t e r s  f r o m  A f i e ld .....................................................1 2 7

AUGU ST 15
B le s s e d  A r e  t h e  F e a r le s s  n ................................2 4 3

E l i ja h  a  T y p e .............................................................2 4 3
S u d d e n ly  B e c o m e s  F e a r f u l ......................2 4 4
E l i j a h  R e g a in s  h i s  C o u r a g e ......................2 4 5
W h o m  D o e s  E l is h a  T y p e ? .............................2 4 6
T w i c e  a s  F e a r le s s ................................................. 2 4 7
I n v i s ib l e  C o h o r t s  ................................................. 2 4 7
T h e  M a n t le  ................................................................2 4 8
T h e  G le a n in g  W o r k .............................................. 2 4 9

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  S e r v i c e ......................................2 5 0
I n  R e  G e n e r a l  C o n v e n t io n ...................................2 5 3
T h e  H o ly  S c r ip t u r e s  . 2 5 4

D E C E M B E R  15
A n n u a l  R e p o r t  f o r  1 9 1 9 ............................................3 7 1

T h e  G o ld e n  A g e ............................................... - .......3 7 2
C o n v e n t io n s  ..................................................................3 7 3
F o r e i g n  F i e l d ................................................................3 7 3
F in a n c ia l  .................................................................... . . .3 7 4
B e t h e l  R e s t o r e d  ....................................................... 3 7 4

L e t  B r o t h e r l y  L o v e  C o n t i n u e . . . . . . ...................3 7 5
P e t e r  a n d  J o h n  H e a l  a  L a m e  M a n ................. 3 7 6
T h e  B o ld n e s s  o f  P e t e r  a n d  J o h n .......................3 7 7
T e t e r  S t a n d s  u p  f o r  T r u t h  a n d  H o n e s t y . .3 7 8
T h e  G o s p e l  a  M e s s a g e  o f  J o y ...... _ ...................3 8 0
Y o u r  G o o d  H o p e s  f o r  1 9 2 0 .................................. 3 8 1
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