
•io
ttaao know

the earth distress of nations with perplexity; the sea and the waves (the restless. roarin£- £??SUeSta£teSft “ « £ E > t o U » .
js  coming upon the earth (society): for the powers of the heavens (eeclesiastlcism) shall be shaken• • •. . J A J J  S tS - M ark 13-29* Luke 21:2^31Uiat the Kingdom o f God is at hand. Look up. lift up your heads, rejoice, for your redemption draweth nigh.— Matthew 24.AJ. Mara i t . n .  x^tae *



THIS JO U R N A L  AND ITS SA C R E D  MISSION
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RANSOM IMPLIES RESTITUTION
"There is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom fo r  all, to

be testified in due time “— I Timothy 2:5, 6.

~| U R text declares a great fact which 
-a  Christian people generally ignore, if in- 

deed they do not directly deny it. It is 
the fact that our Lord Jesus was a ran- 
som price, the scope of which includes 

W benefits broad enough to take in the entire
m family of Adam. Many people have been

. ' confused as to the real scope of the ran-
 ' som by various Scripture statements con­

cerning--the church. The Scriptures do speak of a
special elect class, which is being gathered out of the 
world during this Gospel age and which is promised 
joint-heirship with Christ in his mediatorial kingdom. 
The Scriptures do also speak of the fact that the great 
mass of mankind at the present time and throughout 
the six thousand years of man’s history has been 
"without God, and without hope in the world,” be­
cause without a knowledge of “ the only name given 
under heaven and amongst men whereby we may be 
saved” . These facts have led many people to the er­
roneous conclusion that our Lord’s death has not been 
and never will be a ransom price, or off-set price, for 
the cancellation of the sins of mankind in general.

There are certain features to this kind of reasoning 
which are logical; for if the world in general has not 
received a blessing at the Lord’s hands, it seems like 
a reasonable conclusion to say that Justice has not re­
ceived a full ransom price for original sin. In seem­
ing harmony with this thought is the fact that only a 
small proportion of humanity have been favored of the 
Lord with the opening of their eyes of understanding, 
and with the privilege, through faith, of coming back 
into harmony with their Creator. In seeming support 
for this fact also are the Scripture statements respect­
ing the present "narrow way” and “ strait gate” , 
which “ few” can find, and the many references to the 
elect as constituting only a little flock.

Building upon these facts and failing to take into 
proper consideration the whole counsel of God, our 
forefathers of the dark ages and since have proceeded 
to give various explanations of what they suppose will 
happen to the remainder of mankind, the non-elect, 
those not favored by the Almighty with the knowledge 
of the only name efficacious for salvation. They built 
various false doctrines, such as the eternal torture of 
all save the church, or of long-lasting purgatorial 
sufferings for the great majority of human beings— 
according to whether the fathers were Protestant or 
Romanist. These “ traditions of the elders” have had 
a nauseating effect upon intelligent minds. They con­
tradict the Scriptural declaration that God is just, 
loving, wise, and powerful. What we need in order 
to correct the nausea, to refresh the heart, to inspire a 
love and zeal for the Lord and his Word, is to see with

clearness what are the true doctrines of the Scriptures 
respecting these matters.

"T A ST E D  DEATH FOB EVERT M AN”

The Scriptures tell us that our Lord Jesus “by the 
grace of God tasted death for every man” . (Hebrews 
2:9) They show conclusively that through his death 
he became a “ propitiation [satisfaction] for our sins 
[the church’s sins] ; and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world” . (1 John 2 :2) But 
to appreciate these statements, to see how they can be 
and are true, it is necessary to know that the Scrip­
tures nowhere declare that the present Gospel age is 
the only period of divine favor, the only period for 
the forgiveness of sins, the only period for reconcili­
ation with God, the only period of opportunity for be­
ing taught of God and of obtaining his blessing and 
favor, lost through original sin in Eden. As soon as 
we grasp this great fact our eyes begin to open to 
other facts:

( 1)  That prior to this Gospel age, during the 
Jewish age and previously, all the world, except that 
one little nation, were aliens, strangers, and foreigners 
from God and his promises, “ without God and without 
hope in the world” (Ephesians 2 :12 ) ;

(2) That the Scriptures clearly indicate a “ world 
to come” , a future epoch, in connection with the 
affairs of this world, under new and better conditions 
than now prevail (Hebrews 2 :5) ;

(3) That that future epoch is called the “ day of 
Christ” , the “ day of the Lord” . It is indeed the 
Millennial day, the thousand years of Christ’s reign for 
the very purpose of blessing and uplifting the world of 
mankind, for whose sins his death was the atonement 
price and who are to be healed by his stripes.

(4) We find that every invitation and injunction 
of the Gospel age is with a view to the selection of an 
elect class, who shall be joint-heirs with Christ during 
that Messianic reign, to share with him in the great 
work of true and general human uplift.

At this point many good people, laboring under a 
degree of blindness, caused by the smoke of the dark 
ages, feel disposed to believe and to insist that there 
can be no future probation. I f  we ask them why, they 
reply that the entire Scripture teaching contradicts 
the thought of a future hope, a hope beyond the tomb. 
To this we are obliged to reply, It is an error; the 
very reverse is true, as we shall show. We ask them 
for a single Scripture on their side of the subject. 
To their amazement they find none, but as a last re­
sort quote from Ecclesiastes the words: “Where the
tree falleth, there shall it be” . (Ecclesiastes 1 1 :3 )  A 
very slim text indeed to raise up as a barrier against 
the entire voice of the Scriptures, against all the de­
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mands of reason and logic, and against the eternal 
welfare of the human race!

The Scripture they quote is in full accord with what 
we claim; namely, that as a tree when it is fallen is 
lifeless and powerless and cannot raise itself up— so <s 
man in death, under the sentence and wage of original 
sin. The Scripture argument is that the whole race of 
Adam was thus dead, without life, without power to 
raise itself out of its fallen condition, without any 
claims upon eternal life or divine favor in any sense. 
But, as our head text declares, our Lord Jesus “ gave 
himself a ransom for all” , for Adam, the transgressor 
in particular, and for all of his race who share in his 
penalty, and the all redeemed is the same all which 
shall have the blessed opportunity for release from sin- 
and-death bondage.

It is because man is in this helpless condition, dead, 
powerless to revivify himself, that God has gone to 
his relief through Christ and caused the great ransom 
price to be provided nearly nineteen centuries ago. 
Our text assures us that the ransom sacrifice finished 
at Calvary was on behalf of all mankind, and is, con­
sequently, to bring a blessing to all mankind.

SALVATION BY RESURRECTION

We are not arguing that all who have died have 
gone to heaven; quite to the contrary. We adhere to 
the Bible teaching that “ the dead know not anything”  
(Ecclesiastes 9:5) ; that a resurrection is necessary to 
any future living. We hold with the Scriptures that 
at the end of this age the first resurrection was to 
take place, the resurrection of the “ blessed and holy” , 
of those who have pleased God by both their faith and 
their obedience. These, the Scriptures tell us, shall be 
“ kings and priests unto God and shall reign on the 
earth” . (Revelation 5:10) The object of their reign 
will be to bring blessings of knowledge and oppor­
tunity to “ every creature” , to the “ residue of men” . 
These participators in the first resurrection are the 
spiritual “ seed of Abraham” , our Lord Jesus the head 
and his church, the members of his body. Thus the 
Apostle declares: “ I f  ye be Christ’s, then are ye 
Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise” .— 
Galatians 3:29.

The promise to which Christ and the church are 
heirs is that they shall be God’s instruments for the 
blessing, instruction and uplift of all the willing of the 
world of mankind. To be heirs of this promise made 
to Abraham (that in his seed should all the families 
of the earth be blessed), would be a meaningless farce 
and jest on the part of the Almighty had he not ar­
ranged for the purchase or ransom of all men and 
provided the time and means by which his blessings 
could accrue to the world. Thus we perceive that he 
has arranged a time for granting the world a trial for 
life, a trial respecting their willingness to abandon 
the ways of sin and death and to walk in the ways of 
righteousness under the enlightenment of the truth, 
which, we are assured, shall shine forth as the sun and 
whose beams shall heal humanity. (Malachi 4 :2) 
The means for the blessing we see provided in Christ 
and in his bride, the elect church of this Gospel age; 
but the guarantee of the whole is fixed beyond per- 
adventure in the fact that "Jesus Christ by the grace 
of God tasted death for every man” ; here, as our 
first text says, he became the mediator between God 
and man by giving himself a ransom for all.

The point we desire to emphasize here is that the 
giving of this ransom price and the acceptance of it 
by Justice implies divine intention for the blessing of 
all mankind, in full accord with the various testimonies 
of the Scripture. Why let a ransom be given for all 
if it were not God’s intention that all should benefit by 
it? We hold that it is beyond dispute that the giving 
of the ransom for all, and God’s acceptance of it in 
harmony with the divine promises, are the sure guar­
antee that ultimately a blessing must come to every 
member of Adam’s race as a result.

The fact that this knowledge has not reached all 
mankind in the past and is not reaching all mankind 
today, but, on the contrary only a small minority, and 
the fact that the knowledge of God’s favor and an in­
telligent acceptance of it on faith and a reasonable 
obedience in harmony with that faith are the demands 
of the divine Word, require no proof. Proof couid be 
given on almost every page of the Scriptures that faith 
and effort at obedience, in harmony with that faith, are 
necessary to salvation, but we will content ourselves 
with mentioning a few citations.

The Apostle Paul says: “ Faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God” ; “ How shall they be­
lieve on him whom they have not heard?” (Romans 
10 :14 -17) “ Without faith it is impossible to please 
God.” (Hebrews 11 :6 )  “All that are in the grave 
shall hear his voice [that of the Son of Man] and 
shall come forth.”  (John 5:28, 29) “ The knowledge 
of the Lord shall fill the whole earth as the waters 
cover the great deep.” (Isaiah 11 :9 )  “ The eyes of 
the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall 
be unstopped.” (Isaiah 35:5) “ They shall no longer 
teach every man his neighbor, saying, Know the Lord : 
for all shall know him, from the least of them unto 
the greatest of them, saith the Lord.”—Jer. 3 1 :34.

TESTIFIED IN DUE TIME

Our ground text is in full accord with all of these 
statements, when it says that our Lord Jesus gave him­
self a ransom for all to be testified “ in due time” . 
The present, then, is the due time for the church, the 
household of faith, to hear the voice of the Son of 
God; for they who now hear, live, pass from death 
unto life, to newness of life, into the begetting or be­
ginning of a new nature. Bye and bye, when the 
present class of called, elect ones shall have been 
glorified with their Lord, all the remainder of man­
kind shall hear, "all that are in the grave shall hear 
his voice,”  and come forth for the very purpose that 
they may hear, may understand, may appreciate, and 
may be assisted to obey the voice of him that speaketh 
from heaven, the great ransomer, who in that day will 
be the king over all the earth and will bind Satan 
and will put down every opposing influence, to the 
intent that all may come to a full appreciation of God 
and his righteous laws and to full obedience thereto.

This is the Apostle Peter’s argument in Acts 
3 :22, 23: he points us to the fact that Moses was a 
type of Christ (Jesus the head and the church his 
body), and that this antitypical priest is being raised 
up by God from among Christ’s brethren, raised up 
to the glory, honor, and immortality of the divine na­
ture and to the power and authority of the kingdom. 
The intent of all this is that as the seed of Abraham 
this great Messiah shall bless all the families of the 
earth with knowledge and every opportunity for re­
turn to all that was lost in Adam in the shape of divine
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favor. All of those who will refuse to hear or obey 
that great Prophet, Priest, and King during the 
Millennial age— what of them? The Apostle answers: 
“ It shall come to pass that the soul that will not hear 
[or obey] that prophet shall be destroyed from 
amongst the people” ; he shall be cut off in the second 
death, from which there will be no hope of recovery, 
no resurrection.

TIMES OF RESTITUTION

In full accord with this view is the Apostle Peter’s 
statement respecting the blessings that are to come to 
mankind during the Millennial age, following our 
Lord’s second advent and the glorification of his 
church to joint-heirship with him. The Apostle calls 
that period “ times of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord, when he shall send Jesus Christ,” at his sec­
ond advent. The Apostle declares that in the mean­
time the heavens will receive or retain him “ until the 
times of restitution of all things spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began” . In 
other words, he assures us that those restitution times, 
or years of uplifting mankind, will follow as a result 
of the Lord’s second coming and the establishment of 
his kingdom in glory and in power.—Acts 3:19-21.

That the times of restitution signify years of resti­
tution we need not state; nor need we point out that 
the thousand years of Christ’s reign are here referred 
to. The "word restitution is more or less familiar to 
everyone as signifying to put back or bring back 
something to an original or previous condition. The 
Apostle is speaking of humanity, and hence the sug­
gestion is that the work of Christ and his church in 
gloryr during the Messianic reign will be to restore 
mankind to the condition and privileges and blessings 
and favors enjoyed before sin entered the world, be­
fore the curse passed upon all because of one man’s 
disobedience.— Romans 5 :12 , 18.

Evolutionists will have little sympathy with the 
Apostle’s statement here, for, according to their er­
roneous theory restitution to an original condition 
would be the last thing for humanity to desire or 
hope for, or for God to promise as a blessing. But 
much more happiness is had if we do not consult 
evolutionists in this matter, but the Word of God, that 
liveth and abideth forever. In harmony with his 
promise we are to anticipate, therefore, that as the 
world of mankind has been in a falling and fallen 
condition for six thousand years, and that when the 
Lord’s time shall come and times of restitution shall 
begin, so the present downward or fallen conditions 
will give place to upward conditions and to restitution 
activities for the general happifying of all mankind.

BECAUSE “ CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS”

The Lord's ransom sacrifice finished at Calvary is 
the basis upon which God can be just in maintaining 
the integrity of the original sentence of death against 
sinners and yet be the justifier of those who believe on 
him through Jesus (Romans 3:26) and release them 
from the sentence of death which was justly upon 
them as the imperfect posterity of the fallen Adam and 
as those who are unworthy of life eternal.

The more we look into this matter the more logical, 
reasonable, and satisfying we see the divine plan to 
be. The first man was perfect, made in the image of 
God, having the same character poise as God and, 
within his limited sphere, having the same appreciation

of moral, intellectual, and social principles as God has. 
This first man sinned with deliberation and received 
as a penalty the death sentence. After waiting more 
than four thousand years God sent a redeemer in the 
person of his Son. Since man was not a spirit being 
but a human or earthly being, therefore, as the Apostle 
explains, Christ took not hold on the nature of angels 
but humbled himself and came to the human plane, 
lower than he had enjoyed, and became the “ man 
Christ Jesus” . But since his life was not derived 
from the polluted Adamic fountain, he did not bear 
the marks of imperfection which mar all the children 
of Adam. Though a human being, yet he was “holy, 
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners” . 
Then, as the man Christ Jesus he gave himself a ran­
som for all, though the testimony or general knowl­
edge concerning this tact was not to be known by all 
at once but only “ in due time” . It was a perfect man 
who had sinned and who had been condemned; there­
fore only a perfect man could be a ransom price or 
exactly corresponding price. The fact that all of 
Adam’s children were condemned in him, or inherited 
his condemnation with the measure of life which he 
imparted to them through procreation, makes possible 
the fact that all may be redeemed by one man.— 1 
Corinthians 15 :i9, 22.

The testimony of this great event has already been 
in the world for nineteen centuries and it has selected 
the very class which God foreknew and foretold—a 
little flock of footstep followers who are to be joint* 
heirs with their Redeemer and Lord. Next in order, 
then, will come the testimony to the remainder of man­
kind, first, to those who will not have gone into the 
tomb, and secondly, to those who have already gone 
into the tomb but who will be awakened for the very 
purpose of receiving this testimony and being tested 
by it. In accord with this, the Apostle informs us 
that the church is “ a kind of first fruits [unto God] 
of his creatures” . The expression “ firstfruits” im­
plies an after-fruitage.—James 1 :i8.

Here we notice the difference between the blessing 
God designed for the elect church being selected dur­
ing this Gospel age, and the blessing he purposes for 
the obedient of the world of mankind in general. The 
church’s blessing is not restitution; we do not see res­
titution work in the church. The restitution work 
waits for the restitution time, which begins with the 
establishment of God’s kingdom. Believers of this 
present time indeed enjoy by faith such a reckoned 
righteousness as makes them acceptable sacrifices in 
the eyes of Jehovah, but they do not experience res­
titution. They are reckoned as having their sins 
covered with the robe of Christ’s righteousness, as be­
ing passed (in response to their faith and by virtue of 
the merit of Christ’s ransom sacrifice on their behalf) 
from under the sentence of death in Adam to a share 
of life in Christ, receiving again the fellowship and 
communion with God lost by Adam through his dis­
obedience in Eden. All of this in a sense serves as an 
equivalent to the restitution which is to come to the 
world in its due time. But the world will not get 
these things merely by faith; they will get them 
actually, gradually attaining to them more and more 
during the thousand years, until at its close all who 
shall have appreciated God’s favors and obeyed the 
voice of the Great Prophet, Priest, and King will be 
actually perfect, as perfect as Adam was in every
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talent, quality, power, and capacity, but with in­
creased capacity through increased knowledge gained 
through experience.

H E A V E N L Y  E E W A E D  F O E  E L E C T  O N L Y

Not so the church of this Gospel age. She gets 
none of these restitution blessings actually. She 
merely has them by faith, and this for the special pur­
pose of having them sacrificed under the direction of 
Jesus, the great High Priest. She is thus allowed to 
participate in the glories of his heavenly nature and his 
heavenly work. The Gospel invitation to the church 
is to lay down her life, to exchange these earthly privi­
leges and blessings, secured by the precious biood of 
Christ, for heavenly privileges offered her as an ex­
traordinary reward for extraordinary obedience; even 
as the Master said: “ To him that overcometh will I
grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also over­
came and am set down with my Father in his throne” . 
—Revelation 3 :2 1.

Glory, honor, and immortality, the divine nature, 
will be the great reward bestowed upon the church at 
her great change from present earthly conditions to 
heavenly conditions, far beyond anything possible for 
the natural man to appreciate, and which even the 
saints can see but obscurely, as through an imperf' 
mirror. This great change is to come to the faithiui 
bride by her participation in the first resurrection, the 
resurrection to spiritual perfection, and is the great 
hope and ambition set before us. It is for this that 
we are exhorted to lay aside every weight and every 
besetting sin and to run with patience the race set be­
fore us, sacrificing earthly things and treasures that 
we may have this better treasure, this pearl of great 
price, this share in the kingdom of our dear Redeemer.

H O L Y  P R O P H E T S  F O B E T O L D  T H I S

The Apostle declares that these “ times of restitu­
tion” that are coming were spoken of “ by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began” . 
Suffice it now that we take the Apostle’s word, calling 
to mind the various statements and promises of the 
Lord and of the prophets, pointing out these glorious 
good things for the world of mankind, that are de­
layed only until the completion of the elect church. 
The prophets spoke of the restoration of Israel to di­
vine favor, of how their blind eyes shall be opened, 
how they shall see in very truth that he whom they 
pierced is Messiah indeed, who gave his life for their 
ransom. It is clearly pointed out in the ninth, tenth, 
and eleventh chapters of Romans that not only the fall­
ing away of Israel was foretold by the prophets, but 
also their regathering, their restoration to divine 
favor. But this, the Apostle shows us, will be after 
the completion of the Gospel church, spiritual Israel. 
Again he informs us that “ they [the Jews] shall ob­
tain mercy through your mercy” . The glorified 
church, with Christ at her head as the great King, is

LET THERE
Let there be light. From out the obscure darkness, here

below
I long to know thy present perfect will, and then to see 
Thy full completed purposes in me.
Supply the want that fills my longing heart;
Show me the part that I should work for thee: And with 

my might
I’ll serve thee as I may. Let there be light.

to dispense the mercies of God to the Jew  first, and 
also to “ all the families of the earth” .

Let us hold fast to the doctrines of Christ as set 
forth in his own teachings, that he “ came to seek and 
to save that which was lost”  (Luke 19 :10 ) ; that he be­
held mankind as a treasure in a field and bought the 
whole field that he might develop the treasure. Let 
us note that the same Gospel is set forth also in all 
the declarations of the apostles and of “ all the holy 
prophets since the world began” . While the doctrines 
of men would be inclined to lead us away from God, 
to make us think of the Almighty as unjust and cruel, 
heartless, loveless, and powerless, the doctrines of 
the Scriptures open the blind eyes and give us the 
power to see the King in his beauty, the glorious 
majesty of the God of love, the God of wisdom, the 
God of justice, and the God of power. They give us 
to see, as explained by the prophet, that as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are God’s ways higher 
than man’s ways and God’s plans than man’s plans.

From this standpoint of greater enlightenment re­
specting the divine character, we shall have greater 
desire to serve and please him, esteeming it a great 
privilege to lay down our very lives in his service, ac­
counting all things as but loss and dross for the ex- 
ce’iency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord, 
that we might know him intimately and be found in 
him, as his members, and be made sharers in his resur­
rection, the first resurrection.—Philippians 3 :8 -11.

" N O N E  O T H E B  N A M E  G I V E N "

All those who have died outside of Christ, outside 
of membership in his true church, are safe in the care 
of him who died for all. They are safe in that they 
are guaranteed full opportunity for life everlasting un­
der the most favorable conditions. They are not safe 
in the sense of having salvation forced upon them. 
God will not torture even his enemies to all eternity, 
as once we feared, but now find to be unscriptural. 
Let us see that while the Scriptures teach that the 
worst that can befall any of his enemies will be "ever­
lasting destruction”  without hope of a future life, 
there is a grand hope taught for the ignorant, for 
those who now know little or nothing of God’s pur­
poses. All such shall be saved from their ignorance 
and be brought to an accurate knowledge of the truth, 
that they may be saved, in God’s due time.— 1 Tim. 2:4.

Let us recognize the truth of the Master’s words 
and build a proper faith in accordance with its state­
ment: “ He that hath the Son hath life; he that hath 
not the Son shall not see life” eternal (John 3:36), 
because salvation is by knowledge and not by ignor­
ance, “ through faith”  in the precious blood, and not 
in ignorance of it. Salvation comes by a resurrection 
and by the Messianic kingdom in which the church of 
this Gospel age is invited to share with her Redeemer 
as his bride and joint-heir to accomplish the blessing 
and happification of all who will then prove willing 
and obedient.

BE LIGHT
I see it n ow : The first gray shafts o f morn are breaking 

through—
’Tis joy to find thy boundless love for me and all mankind.
And as the shadows flee, with morning light
Give me a spirit broken, heart contrite—a zeal to show
Thy praise with keen delight. Prepare the way
Unto that glorious day—to clear undimmed light.



ISAIAH’S RHAPSODY NO. 1
" C o m f o r t  ye , c o m fo r t  y e  m y  p e o p le , so ith  y o u r  G o d ." — Is a ia h  40:1.

~| H E prophecy of Isaiah is unique from 
- Jt i several standpoints. One thing which

' Wk makes it of special interest to the Lord’s
J m people is the fact that it is more frequently
S ®  quoted by our Lord and the apostles than
*81 all of the other prophecies combined.

The generally exalted character of the 
\  prophet’s language and the clearness of

________ vision granted him as a seer is another
item of deep interest. And, thirdly, the physical 
structure of the prophecy is such as to demand spe­
cial attention, because of the elaborate division and 
subdivision of its subject matter.

We offer a brief outline of the prophecy which con­
firms this remark. When divisions and subdivisions 
are indicated, it does not mean that these are made 
arbitrarily, but that the subject matter itself is divided, 
a fact which is easily demonstrated by anyone who 
cares to take the trouble to examine into it. It will 
be noted that the third division contains by far the 
major portion of the book and that the third sub­
division of that division contains probably a half of 
the prophecy, viewed as to bulk. This third sub­
division is specially Messianic in its character and be­
gins with the fortieth chapter. At this time we offer 
some comments on the first eleven verses of the 
fortieth chapter. But first is inserted the general out­
line of the book:

Division  I :  Chapter 1, which acts as a preface for the 
whole work; contains a brief outline of the subject 
matter to be discussed.

Division  I I : Chapters 2 to 2 7 , dealing, historically, 
with the testing of King Ahaz.

Subdivision 1, Chapters 2 to 12 
S ubdivision 2, Chapters 13 to 23 
S ubdivision 3, Chapters 24 to 27 

Song 1 , Chapter 25 
Song 2 , Chapter 26  
Song 3 , Chapter 27

Division  I I I :  Chapters 28 to 60. dealing, in so far as 
history is involved, with the testing of King Hezekiah. 

S ubdivision 1, Chapters 28 to 35 
S ubdivision 2, Chapters 36 to 39 
S ubdivision 3, Chapters 40 to 00, Messianic  : 

P ortion  1, Chapters 40-48: Treating on the Messiah 
(here called “ the servant of the Lord” ) in his 
evangelistic activities, or in the work of heralding 
the good tidings of Messiah's oncoming kingdom— 
the work o f this Gospel age.

S ection  1, Chapters 40 to 42.
S e c t io n  2 , C h a p t e r s  4 3  t o  4 5 .
S ection  3, Chapters 40 to 4*.

P ortion  2 , Chapters 40 to 5T: Dealing with Messiah 
in his official capacity in the Millennial age.

S e c t io n  1 , C h a p t e r s  4 0 -5 2  :1 2 , as P r o p h e t .
S e c t io n  2 , C h a p t e r s  5 2  :1 3  to 5 4 , a s  P r ie s t .
S e c t io n  3 , C h a p t e r s  5 5  t o  5 7 ,  a s  K in g .

K i n g l y  w o r k  N o . 1 , C h a p t e r  5 5 .
K i n g l y  w o r k  N o . 2 , C h a p t e r  5 0  :S.
K i n g l y  w o r k  N o . 3 , C h a p t e r  5 0  ;9  t o  5 7 .

P ortion  3 , Chapters 58  to 66: Dealing with the 
Messiah in his paternal relationship toward man­
kind during the Millennium.

S e c t io n  1 , C h a p t e r s  5 S  t o  GO.
S e c t io n  2 , C h a p t e r s  01  t o  0 4 .

F i r s t  w o r k ,  C h a p t e r s  6 1 . 02 .
S e c o n d  w o r k .  C h a p t e r s  0 3 .
T h ir d  w o r k .  C h a p t e r  0 4 .

S e c t io n  3 , C h a p t e r s  6 5 ,  6 6 .

F R A G M E N T A R Y  T H R E E F O L D  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N

These elaborate divisions and subdivisions can 
hardly have been by accident. They were doubtless 
intended of the Lord, under whose influence or power 
Isaiah was directed to speak and write. (2 Peter 
1 :2 i) This three-fold system of its structure suggests 
to us the possibility of a three-fold application of the 
prophet’s utterances; but no effort should be made to 
strain any passage. On examination we do find that 
there are many passages of the prophecy which have 
an application ( 1)  to fleshly Israel in connection with 
the Babylonian captivity, either oncoming or experi­
enced; (2) to fleshly Israel after the time of her long 
period of disfavor; (3) to spiritual Israel, especially 
after the time of her captivity in antitypical Babylon. 
There are other passages which are plainly applicable 
to two of these classes. Still other parts of the 
prophecy seem to apply only to spiritual Israel, while 
occasionally are found remarks apparently intended 
only for natural Israel.

The fortieth chapter is one freighted with special 
interest, because parts of it stretch over a long period 
of time— from about the time of the Babylonian cap­
tivity to the present day. Isaiah’s prophecy was de­
livered about 150 years prior to the captivity, and this 
fact must be borne in mind in thinking of any of its 
historical aspects.

In these first eleven verses of the fortieth chapter 
we have three pictures of Jehovah given to us: first, 
he is depicted as a Comforter after protracted suffer­
ing; second, he is represented as being the True One, 
whose word abides though all else fa il; third, as the 
Shepherd who leads his people with paternal care. 
The first two verses announce comfort. The follow­
ing nine verses contain three voices, or messages, each 
composed of three verses.

The chapter opens with the familiar words: "Com­
fort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God” . 
Three imperatives or commands are given: ( 1)  
“ Comfort ye” ; (2) “ speak ye” ; (3) “ cry” . It will be 
noted also that the thing to be cried, or proclaimed, 
is three-fold in its nature: ( 1)  “ that her warfare is 
accomplished” ; (2) “ that her iniquity is pardoned” ; 
(3) “ that she hath received of the Lord’s hand double 
for all her sins” . Our King James version gives this 
last clause, “ for  she hath received,”  but the gram­
matical structure in all three cases is the same, and the 
rendering should be the same in each instance.

O N L Y  H E A R T  C L A S S  C O M P O R T E D

The Hebrew word here translated “ comfortably” is 
rendered in the margin “ to the heart o f” . God’s mes­
sage of comfort did come to the heart of Jerusalem 
as soon as the seventy years of Jerusalem’s captivity 
had expired. The great mass of Jews who had been 
carried away captive into Babylon had become very 
comfortably situated there. They doubtless had social 
and commercial ties which they did not care to break. 
The homes, friends, and pleasant associations seemed 
very real and desirable to them; whereas Jerusalem 
seemed distant and as a thing belonging to the past. 
Doubtless they argued that a return to rebuild the 
temple and city of Jerusalem and to rehabilitate Judea 
was foolish, impractical, visionary. But about 50,000 
souls so much appreciated the promises which God had 
given them through the prophets, were so keen in dis­
cerning the fact that those promises were associated

343



344 T H E  W A T C H  T O W E R tMTTSBVW.W, P a

with Jerusalem, that they were willing to forego any 
temporal advantages which might accrue from their 
remaining in Babylon and to return and undertake 
the hardships and physical disadvantages of entrance 
into a ruined and devastated country.

This was the heart class of the Jews—here repre­
sented by the word Jerusalem. Without that "rem­
nant” the Jewish race would have been lost to history. 
Their hearts burned at the prospect of participation in 
the blessings God had promised them. This message 
of comfort did not come to the majority of the Jews, 
for the simple reason that they had no need for it. 
Whoever tries to comfort those who are already com­
fortable is wasting his time and energy.

Furthermore, this message of comfort has come to 
God’s fleshly people Israel after their 1845-year period 
of divine disfavor and of spiritual blindness. Here 
too it is only the heart class, the Zionists, who have 
been comforted by these words of cheer from 
Jehovah’s prophet. Here too the majority of Jews 
have been too comfortably situated to be in need of 
prophetic comfort. The Zionist movement started 
with the humbler. Jews who needed the very en­
couragement contained in these verses. The Lord 
provided them with it. They have been cheered, en­
couraged, and strengthened thereby.

Likewise there has been a heart class of spiritual 
Israel who have been cheered and comforted by the 
Lord’s message, especially since the time of spiritual 
Israel’s captivity, ending in the year 1799.

THREEFOLD GROUND FOR COMFORT

The causes or grounds for comfort are then stated 
in threefold manner. The word cry here means to 
make public by proclamation. It has no connection 
whatever with the word weep. The thing to be pro­
claimed was, first, the fact that “ her warfare is ac­
complished” . The Hebrew word here rendered war­
fare is one which applies not to the actual hostilities 
but to the period of time during which warfare is 
active. Literally it means “ period of conscription” . 
It refers, therefore, to time; and as respects the 
fleshly Israelites at Babylon it meant seventy years 
were expired. When that time was over, a knowledge 
of the fact that the desolation was to be seventy years 
(as foretold by Moses) would constitute a great com­
fort to them. Likewise, the knowledge of the fact 
that fleshly Israel’s period of dispersion was to equal 
their period of national favor (viz., 1845 years) 
would be a cause for comfort to God’s fleshly people 
at this end of the age. It has proven true. The Lord 
through his servant has explained to the Jews the 
meaning of the “ double” mentioned by three of the 
Old Testament prophets. And when spiritual Israel 
found herself at the end of the 1260 years of Papal 
supremacy she could be and has been comforted by 
that knowledge.

The second cause for comfort lies in the words “ that 
her iniquity is pardoned” . God in his wisdom saw 
that the seventy years of national humiliation suffered 
by the Jewish people would be a sufficient off-set on 
the books of divine justice to atone for the tendency 
which they had manifested for many centuries to go 
into idolatry, or to worship other gods than Jehovah. 
Evidently God’s wisdom calculated with accuracy on 
this point; for ever since the time of the captivity the 
Jews, as a people, have displayed no tendency what­

ever to lose sight of the fact that Jehovah is one God. 
A conviction as to the oneness of God constitutes the 
whole of the average Jew ’s religion. Everything else 
in matters theological seems like speculation to him.

The third basis for comfort we find in the last 
clause of the second verse: “ for she hath received of 
the Lord’s hand double for all her sins” . On first 
reading this seems to indicate that some persons are 
to be punished twice as much as they deserve. But we 
know that Jehovah would never inflict unjust punish­
ment. He cannot deny himself. The word double 
here really has the significance of counterpart, or 
equivalent portion. There may be counterparts in 
value or counterparts in time. One hand may be said 
to be a counterpart of the other. With fleshly Israel 
at the time of the captivity the seventy years were 
doubtless deemed to be a counterpart in value for their 
national carelessness of centuries. Fleshly Israel has 
also experienced another counterpart, not only in value 
but also in time. God gave them special privileges as 
a nation and singled them out from other nations to 
be recipients of his favor for 1845 years. We find 
also, as a counterpart to this period, that there have 
been 1845 years of national disfavor, beginning with 
our Lord’s declaration to the Jews that their house 
was left unto them desolate (in the year A. D. 33) and 
lasting until the year 1878, when divine favor began 
to be manifested again to fleshly Israel in the first 
notably favorable international legislation, which was 
enacted at the Congress of Berlin that year.

VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS

We now come to the first of the three voices men­
tioned in the subsequent nine verses: “ The voice of
him that crieth in the wilderness” . In the poetic and 
symbolic books of the Bible, especially of the Old 
Testament, the word voice does not refer to the literal 
sound produced by the vocal organs of the body, but 
to the message conveyed by the voice. In prophetic 
writings, naturally, the word applies to messages from 
God. It will be remembered that some nine years ago 
the Society published papers in Yiddish, which con­
veyed the message of comfort contained in this very 
chapter. Suggestions from prominent Zionists as to a 
name for the paper brought out the fact that the Yid­
dish equivalent of “ the voice” would be understood at 
once by all Jews to designate some special message 
from Jehovah. Subsequent experience proved the 
suggestions of those Jewish gentlemen to be correct.

We are, then, about to listen to the message of him 
that proclaimeth in the wilderness. There can be no 
doubt that these words found a literal fulfillment in 
John the Baptist. (Matthew 3:3) But inasmuch as he 
himself was a figure of the church, a composite body, 
it seems reasonable to give the words a wider scope 
than could be done if they applied solely to John as an 
individual. In Scripture symbology the earth repre­
sents human society, organized and established and 
understood to have a degree of stability. But even in 
the earth there are varying degrees of fertility, of 
prominence, and various other differences and distinc­
tions. Part of the earth’s surface is made up of 
desert or, in Scriptural language, wilderness. From 
God’s standpoint the earth, or human society, is now 
one vast wilderness. It is dry and devoid of those re­
freshing experiences and happifying companionships 
which would have been man’s portion had sin not 
entered and selfishness not reigned. Human beings
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come in contact with each other, but there is very little 
true social intercourse. Especially is the earth dry 
and barren in respect to its companionship with 
Jehovah, the Creator.

The same prophet informs us that this desert state 
of humanity is attributable to the influence of Satan 
as the god of this world. He “ maketh the world a 
wilderness” . (Isaiah 14 :17 ) This wilderness condi­
tion is not always to prevail for “ the whole earth 
[shall finally be] full of his glory” .—Isaiah 6 :3 ; see 
also Isaiah 5 1 :3 ;  32 :2 ; Deuteronomy 32:10.

‘ ‘PREPARE YE THE W AY”

In this wilderness or desert condition of human 
society God’s message has gone forth, especially 
throughout this Gospel age, proclaiming the fact that a 
certain preparatory work is necessary to be accom­
plished before the grander scope of the Abrahamic 
promise can be fulfilled. (Acts 15 :14 -17 ) “ Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.” The “ way” and “highway” 
are both mentioned here, as is also true in the thirty- 
fifth chapter of this same prophecy. There the prophet 
says: “ And an highway shall be there, and a way, and 
it shall be called the way of holiness; the unclean shall 
not pass over it; but it shall be for those” . In ancient 
times highways were government roads, carefully built, 
but to be used only on strictly official business, for the 
use of imperial couriers, movement of troops in war 
time, etc. There were also the much-traveled caravan 
roads, referred to by the prophet under the ordinary 
term way. Both thoughts are evidently intended to be 
combined in the promise concerning the highway, for 
after mentioning both the highway and the way he 
says: “and it shall be called the way of holiness” .

What is the purpose of a road? It is simply a 
means or agency to enable one to arrive at a desired 
destination. Then, what is the means or agency to be 
employed by Jehovah in enabling mankind to arrive 
back at the desired destination of paradise restored? 
Is it not the church, the Messiah class in glory, Christ 
the head and the church his body? And is not this 
highway class being prepared throughout this Gospel 
age? And is not this church class in, though not 
integral parts of, the barren and wilderness state of 
human society?

Surely any class which is to be used by Jehovah for 
such an exalted purpose as joint-heirship with Christ 
is in need of extensive preparatory experiences before 
being made “ meet for the inheritance of the saints in 
light” . Those who are called to this exalted position 
are not more noble of character than others. Indeed 
the Apostle’s remarks in 1 Corinthians 1 \2y, 28 seem 
plainly to correspond with our own observation to 
the effect that the Lord’s people are less wonderfully- 
endowed than perhaps the average of mankind. The 
Apostle further explains that God’s purpose in choos­
ing the mean things of the world is that the glory shall 
redound to him, where it belongs.

Before we shall be prepared for that glorious posi­
tion we need to be straightened out in our heads. 
Crooked or distorted conceptions of God’s character 
will have to be replaced by at least fairly accurate ap­
preciation of the beauty and balance which inheres in 
God’s being. We must learn to think of God and to 
deal with him not as though he were merely wisdom, 
or justice, or love, or power, singly; but we must come 
to considerable appreciation of the fact that all of

these characteristics work in harmony and produce 
sy-mmetry in God and in all creatures made in his 
image. In order to straighten us out while we are still 
in this desert condition God has given us the precepts 
of his Word. But in order to impress these lessons 
on our minds he supplements the precepts with prac­
tical experiences which demonstrate to us the necessity 
and desirability of perfect balance in character.

When all the church is instructed and when the last 
one has graduated, having been found faithful even 
unto death and having been glorified with his Lord 
and Head, then shall be inaugurated the stupendous 
changes in earth's society which are mentioned in the 
fourth and fifth verses.

GREAT SOCIAL CHANGES

After God has finished dealing with the church, and 
when the merit of Christ’s ransom sacrifice has been 
applied for the benefit of all mankind, when the new 
government is established with a view to blessing all 
the families of the earth, then “-every valley shall be 
exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low” . Retaining the figure of the earth, as represent­
ing human society, we observe that some portions of 
the earth are relatively- submerged. They are valleys 
and low places. These would picture the submerged 
portions of humanity, those'who live below a reason­
able and fair average of happiness. It is a fact that 
probably two-thirds of the present inhabitants of the 
earth live much below what we would term a reason­
able average of comfort and blessing. The vast popu­
lations of China, of India, parts of Africa, and other 
places experience great difficulty in keeping alive 
physically, not to mention exercising their powers of 
mind in realms wnich are enjoyed by most of Euro­
pean and American peoples. These submerged valley 
classes of humanity are to be exalted; not exalted un­
duly, nor to their injury, but raised from the position 
which they now occupy to a fair average opportunity 
for life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. The 
most benevolent economists that have ever lived never 
had so grand and comprehensive a view of blessing for 
the masses as is here intimated in these few words.

But the other side of this question is also worthy of 
special note. “ Every mountain and hill shall be made 
low.” As we look back over human history, we see 
that certain limited classes of mankind have stood out 
very prominently in earth’s affairs. They have oc­
cupied prominent positions in respect to their fellow- 
men. They have stood out in human society very 
much as the mountain peaks and hills stand out. 
These shall be made low. We are not to understand 
that anyone will be humiliated unduly or unjustly, but 
rather that, in comparison with the balance of man­
kind, they shall occupy a lower position than they do at 
present. Evidently God never intended one human 
being to worship another and some very fallible hu­
man beings have demanded and received considerable 
worship. It will not be respecting the opportunities 
for attaining perfection of mind, of body, of environ­
ment, etc., that they will be debased, but merelv in 
respect to this undue and inappropriate homage 
rendered by the humbler masses of mankind toward 
a limited dominating class. It shall be terminated, to 
the blessing and satisfaction of all.

The straightening out of heads, of minds, which is 
going on now in the church under the Lord’s direc­
tion will be carried on in the Millennial age in har­
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mony with the same principles now revealed to the 
church. Not only will the crooked conceptions of 
God be dispensed with in the minds of the people but 
also all crooked or perverse dealings and conduct shall 
be finally banished from the earth. Moreover, the 
rough places shall be made plain. Whoever now at­
tempts to walk in the way of holiness finds many diffi­
culties. It is a narrow way and purposely stiewn 
with many things intended to discourage those not 
possessed of sufficient faith and love for the Lord to 
enable them to fulfill the Father’s demands in such 
manner as to be worthy of the glorious reward 
promised to the church. But then the stones and 
stumbling blocks of ignorance and superstition shall 
be gathered out of the way. When the government 
shall be upon Christ’s shoulders and he shall be the 
Prince of Peace righteousness shall become popular 
and unrighteousness visited with summary chastise­
ment and correction.

JUHOVAH’ 8 GLORY REVEALED

The glorious result of all this grand leveling process 
in human society, of all this making of the crooked 
things straight, of all this smoothing of the rough 
places for mankind, will be that God’s glory, God’s 
beauty and poise of character, shall be revealed to the 
minds and hearts of the now troubled, but then happy, 
residue of mankind. All flesh shall see that glory to­
gether. By the end of the thousand years of Messiah’s 
beneficent reign no more ignorance will remain con­
cerning God’s true character. The last vestige of that 
darkness which now covers the earth will have been 
dispelled by the glorious light of the Millennial day. 
"A ll shall know him, from the least of them unto the 
greatest of them.”—Jeremiah 3 113 1 , 34.

“ For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." While 
these few clauses foregoing contain promises of 
blessing first for the church and then for all mankind, 
fulfilling, in fact, the desire of all nations, though the 
things promised are so great as to stagger the imagina­
tion, we have God’s assurance that he will carry them 
out. He signs his own name and endorses all that 
the prophet has uttered. This, like the signature on 
the check of a reliable business man, whose assets are 
practically inexhaustible, makes all that is written 
above it thoroughly dependable. All omnipotence is 
pledged to the fulfillment of that which he has pur­
posed through Christ Jesus.

We now look at the second voice or message. As 
the first message calls strongly upon our faith and con­
stitutes something of a test to it, so the second message 
constitutes a test to hope. Throughout this Gospel age 
those who have read this wonderful prophecy of divine 
blessings have doubtless looked upon them as desir­
able. The question would naturally arise in our 
minds: How long until these blessings are inaugu­
rated? It has now been 2600 and more years since 
the Lord gave these promises; are they ever to be ful­
filled? This second message seems to be given with 
a view to revealing to us the fact that the Father knew 
the time would seem long.

The illustration is here given us of grass and flowers 
of the field. In the springtime they grow up and no 
special attention or account is taken of them. The 
hot spring wind* blows over them and they are 
withered. I f the spring wind spares them, then in a 
few months they wither and die in the ordinary course

of nature. Such would seem to be the case with hu­
manity. Generation after generation would rise up, 
wither, and die, to be replaced in turn by other gen­
erations. To the casual observer it would seem as 
though God paid no more attention to humanity or 
their eternal interests than he does to the grass and 
flowers of the field. But as a double reassurance of 
the fulfillment of the things above promised Jehovah 
again affixes his name, or endorses his own check— 
“ the word of our God shall stand forever,” irrespec­
tive of the obstacles, real or imagined.

CALL AND MESSAGE TO ZION

Then comes the third voice or message, addressed, 
apparently, to the church class during the harvest 
period of this Gospel age: “ O Zion, that bringest good 
tidings, get thee up into the high mountain” . The 
four words in our English text, “ that bringest good 
tidings,” are all one word in Hebrew, which word 
means both evangelizer and evangelized. This de­
scription would fit no other class but the church, for 
she is evangelized by the Gospel and becomes an 
evangelizer or proclaimer of the Gospel to others. 
Three things are suggested to her: ( 1)  “ get thee up 
into the high mountain” ; (2) “ lift up thy voice” ; (3) 
and a triple headed command, (a) “ lift it up” , (b) 
“ fear not” , (c) “ say” . Then the thing to be pro­
claimed is a three-word message: “ Behold your God!”

Zion, or the church class, is first to get up into the 
high mountain. As mountain in one of the foregoing 
verses refers to dominating classes, so here the moun­
tain, kingdom, or dominating class over mankind 
throughout the Millennial age will be the glorified 
Christ, head and body. During this harvest period 
those members of the church whose trial time was 
finished prior to 1878 got up into the mountain condi­
tion in a very real sense of that word, for they ex­
perienced the first resurrection to glory, honor, and 
immortality. But those this side the vail have been 
granted a clearer, sharper and more exalted under­
standing of what the kingdom class is, what the king­
dom glories are, and the stipulation for membership 
therein, than has ever been granted the church before 
this time. With this vantage and with the exalted 
vision vouchsafed her from this high point of under­
standing, she has been able, under the Lord’s direction, 
to respond to the other commands given. Just as 
though one, desiring to address a large concourse of 
people, might go part way up the slope of a hillside, 
so the Lord’s people during the last forty or fifty years 
have been enabled to see human affairs with a clear­
ness not excelled, or even approached, by the wisest 
of the world. This clearness has been due merely to 
the fact that God’s due time had arrived for the 
further unfolding of his Word.

Very much the same picture is given us in Isaiah 
52:7. There the church class is represented as being 
upon the mountain side and bringing good tidmgs, 
publishing peace, bringing good tidings of good things 
to come, and publishing salvation for the world. 
Never in all the history of the world has there been 
such a vast publishing work concerning the oncoming 
blessings of Messiah’s kingdom as in the last fifty 
years.

*What is here called ‘ ‘ the breath of the Lord”  has reference to 
the Siromo wind, whwh still arises in Asia Minor and is so hot as to 
destroy fresh herbage.
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■ B E H O L D  Y O U R  G O D ”

But these blessings are not to be enjoyed selfishly by 
the church; for the next clause says that she is to lift 
up her voice with strength—she is to proclaim the 
message with energy. Who can doubt that this has 
been done ? Then the exhortation is repeated, as 
though something had intervened to cause Zion to 
fear and to be abashed at her own temerity in thus ad­
dressing the nations of the earth: “ L ift it up, be not 
afraid; say unto the cities of Judah [the denomina­
tions of Christendom]—Behold your God !”

This is the Lord's message to Christendom: that 
the Lord has come and that he is about to take unto 
himself his great power and reign; that the unrest 
and disturbance now in the earth are but preliminary 
to the dissolution of man’s puny works, and prepara­
tory to the establishment of the reign of righteous­
ness, justice, love and truth. Those who share in 
the promulgation of this message “esteem the words 
of his mouth more than [their] necessary food” . 
This message to nominal Zion by the true Zion is also 
mentioned in the picture given us in Isaiah 52:7 : 
“ that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!”

These three last words of the ninth verse, “ behold 
your God,” constitute the pivot of the whole prophecy 
of Isaiah. After that the character of the book is 
more pronouncedly Messianic; as the fulfillment of 
these words constitutes the pivotal point in all human 
experience—first the initial parousia, then the apoka- 
lupsis, or revealment, of Christ in earth’s affairs.

“ Behold, the Lord God will come with strength, his 
arm ruling for him; behold, his reward is with him, 
and his work before him.” God has already mani­
fested his wisdom toward mankind, though yet un­
appreciated by them; likewise, he has already mani­
fested his justice, in the arrangement established with 
fleshly Israel; he has also shown the world his love 
in his kindness toward us, the church, through Christ 
Jesus; but thus far God has not given any special 
revelation of his power. This is the characteristic 
most easily recognized by a sin-cursed and perverted 
race. And in harmony with the statement of this 
verse our Master tells us that “ they shall see the Son 
of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory” . (Matthew 24:30) Christ Jesus, as 
the arm or powerful instrumentality of Jehovah, shall 
rule for God and accomplish all that the Father wishes 
to have done as to the blessing of mankind. Our 
Lord’s reward will be with him for all those whose 
trial time has gone before— for the ancient worthies, 
for the great company, and for the little flock. But 
his work, his real work, to which the gathering of the 
church is but a subsidiary item, is the saving of “ that 
which was lost” . The great work of the Millennial 
age, “ the restitution of all things spoken bv the mouth 
of all the holy prophets since the world began” shall 
be accomplished.

S H E E P  N O T  o r  T H I S  F O L D

During that time Christ Jesus shall deal with his 
“ other sheep” , which are not of this (Gospel-age- 
church) fold. There will be a three-fold work ac­
complished by Messiah in the next age: ( 1)  “ He
shall feed his flock like a shepherd” ; (2) “ He shall 
gather the lambs with his arm” ; (3) and “ shall gently 
lead those that are with young” . The care and solici­
tude manifested by the oriental shepherd is a matter 
well known even by people who have never visited

that part of the world. Messiah shall feed his hungry 
flock of the Millennial age as a shepherd feeds his 
flock. The shepherd does not attempt to feed the 
sheep forcibly; all he does is to lead the sheep to where 
the green pastures are. I f  the sheep is hungry he will 
avail himself of the privileges offered. I f  he is not 
hungry, he will not eat, and it would be folly to try to 
force him. The more we have of the Lord’s spirit, 
the wiser will we be in these respects. We will not at­
tempt to force divine favors upon anyone. All that 
we should desire to do is to call their attention to 
God’s gracious provisions and to his goodness. I f  our 
auditors are hungry for the truth we will need to use 
no force or compulsion. I f  divine goodness and 
mercy are not attractive to a person, then no influence 
or eloquence of ours could be expected to be availing.

The Master said that the sheep of the next age 
would hear his voice and be blessed by him. (John 
10 :16 ) Many of those who will be brought forth from 
the tomb will have very weak characters. They will 
lack the strength and sturdiness manifested by many 
others, even among imperfect beings. Possibly they 
will have been born and have lived their previous span 
of life under conditions where they were pampered 
and which did not minister to the development of 
strength and fibre of character. Such weak ones 
shall be given every assistance necessary to enable 
them to obtain the blessings God designs them to have. 
As the shepherd sometimes carries the weak little 
lambs, not as a permanent arrangement but merely to 
enable them to keep up with a fair average of progress, 
so Christ will tenderly deal with all the needs of hu­
manity, with the end in view of full development and 
strength on their part.

NUKTUBEBS OF THE FLOCK

“ Those that are with young” are, of course, the ewes 
of the flock, those directly intrusted with the impart­
ing of elemental nourishment to the lambs. Such 
would seem to correspond with the position to be oc­
cupied by the ancient worthies in the Millennial king­
dom. The ancient worthies will be gently led in that 
they will have an advantageous standing during the 
whole thousand years. First, they will have the ad­
vantage of a better or prior resurrection, evidently 
coming forth from the tomb in perfection of body. 
(Hebrews 11 :35 )  Tf>en they will have the advantage 
of not being directly under Jehovah’s imperial law, but 
under the martial law of Christ, under which only that 
degree of obedience which can be rendered by any in­
dividual will be required. It is true that the ancient 
worthies will have perfect bodies, but they will be in­
experienced in the handling of them. Furthermore, 
they will find themselves in very trying circumstances. 
Part of the inheritance of the perfect man is to have a 
perfect environment; whereas the ancient worthies 
will be surrounded on every hand by imperfect beings 
and a measurably imperfect earth. The slightest de­
parture from the lines of perfect conduct on the part 
of a creature directly subject to divine law would mean 
his death. The ancient worthies will have all the ad­
vantages to character of sacrificial work during the 
thousand years of human restoration and be exposed 
to very little of the dangers which would surround 
them, were it not for the new law covenant and its 
Mediator. These advantages will work together in 
such a way as to enable the ancient worthies to impart 
nourishment to the undeveloped masses of mankind.



THE EMPTY TOMB; THE RISEN LORD
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T H E  N E C E S S IT Y  FOR IN D U B IT A B L E  PROOFS OF OUR LORD’ S R ESU R R EC TIO N — “ PU T TO D EA TH  IN’  F I .E S H , M A D E A L IV E  IN  S P IR IT " —  
V A RIO U S A C CO U N TS OF T H E  R ESU R REC TIO N  H A R M O N IZ E D — OUR LORD'S S K IL L F U L  M ETHOD OF REPROOF OF T H E  A PO STLE PETER—  
T H E  P R IM A R Y  Q U A L IF IC A T IO N  FOR E L D E R S H IP  IN  T H E  C H U R C H  OF C H R IS T  T H U S  S E T  FORTH.

"H e is risen, even as he s a i d —Matthew 28:2.

r -  ~ * 1 i o t  only was it necessary that Christ should rise

f
from the dead and become alive forevermore 
in order to accomplish the great work planned 
of God, foretold in the prophets, and secured 
by our Lord’s own sacrifice, but it was neces­
sary also that indubitable proofs of his resur­
rection should be given to his disciples, for 
themselves and for 11s through them. The 
necessity for this lay in the fact that in the

-  divine plan this Gospel age was marked out to
1-----------—— be a faith age, for the selection of a special
little flock able, like lather Abraham, to walk by faith and 
not by sight. But faith, in order to he faith and not mere 
credulity, must needs have some reasonable foundation upon 
which to build its superstructure; ami it was to provide this 
foundation for faith that our Lord remained with his fol­
lowers for forty days alter his resurrection, before ascending 
to the Father. As the Evangelist declares: “ He showed him­
self alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being 
seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertain­
ing to the kingdom of God-"—Acts 1 :j.

The disciples realized that great events were transpiring, 
though how great and momentous was their character they 
but slightly comprehended. They knew that their hopes as 
respects an earthly kingdom, and their Master as an earthly 
lord, had failed. They had vague, indefinite hope that all he 
had said to them would in some manner have a fulfillment; 
but how or when or where was beyond their conception. 
They knew not that a change of dispensation was occurring; 
that the rejection o f Israel after the flesh, and the calling of 
a new Israel after the spirit, was commenced; and that they 
themselves were among the first thus privileged to pass from 
the relationship o f servants o f  God to that of sons.—John
1  :i2 .

As yet they knew nothing about spiritual things, not having 
been begotten of the holy Spirit to sonship and to the knowl­
edge o f things to come. Jesus not yet having been glorified, 
their begetting o f the holy Spirit was impossible until after 
his sacrifice for sins had been presented in the Most Holy 
and accepted o f the Father. They knew not that the new 
kingdom was to be a spiritual one; and that Christ Jesus, its 
Head, must pass from fleshly conditions to spiritual condi­
tions in this resurrection, even as he had foretold, saying, 
“ Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God” . They 
had much to learn; but they had a greater teacher and, as 
we see, his arrangements for their instruction were especially 
adapted to their conditions as natural men, to give them such 
foundation of knowledge and experience as would subse­
quently be helpful to them when they should be begotten o f 
the holy Spirit at Pentecost.

A GROSS BUT COMMON ERROR

The Apostle Peter informs us that Christ was “put to death 
in flesh and quickened [made alive] in spirit". His words 
being true, those who declare that our Lord arose from the 
dead a fleshly being at the time of his ascension are grossly 
in error. Indeed, it is evident that they have misconceived 
the entire subject of the atonement; for if our Lord as the 
man Christ Jesus gave himself a ransom, he could not be 
restored to manhood in a resurrection without annulling the 
ransom— taking hack the price he had laid down for our sins. 
The Scriptural thought is that as a man had sinned and had 
been sentenced to death, it was necessary that the Redeemer 
should become a man and should give his manhood as the 
ransom price for Adam and his race; and the Scriptural 
declaration is not that this ransom price was taken back, but 
that God raised our Lord from the dead a new creature of 
a new nature— not in flesh, not in human nature, but in spirit, 
a spirit being— 1 Peter 3:18.

The Apostle Paul agrees with Peter’s testimony that Jesus 
was quickened in spirit, saying that Jesus was “ declared to 
be the Son o f God with power, according to the spirit o f holi­
ness, by the resurrection from the dead". (Romans 1:4) 
Again, the same Apostle, describing the first resurrection, 
says in 1 Corinthians 15:42-45: “Thus also is the resurrection 
of the dead: it is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorrup­
tion; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown 
in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural [ani­

mal] body, it is raised a spiritual body” . Elsewhere the 
Apostle declares that the church’s highest ambition is to be 
a partaker in this first resurrection, which he denominates 
“his resurrection", the Christ resurrection, the resurrection 
to spirit conditions, which came first to our Lord Jesus, and 
in which all o f his body, his bride, are to have a share.— 
Philippians 3:10; Revelation 20:6.

There can be no question that in this description of the first 
resurrection the Apostle means us to understand his words 
just as they read. Whoever interpolates and adds to the 
Word of God, and declares that it was sown a natural (ani­
mal I hoily and raised a natural (animal) body, and subse­
quently changed to a spiritual body, wrests the Scriptures to 
his own injury, to the darkening of his own understanding 
of the divine plan. In the same connection the Apostle de­
clares that “ the body which thou sowest is not quickened’’, 
but that in the resurrection “ God giveth it a body as it ha'h 
pleased him, to every seed his own body”—in the resurrection, 
not after it. (1 Corinthians 15:35-38) If the church belongs 
to the spiritual seed, to which is to be given the spirit body 
in the resurrection, then unquestionably the Lord Jesus, the 
Head of the church, belongs to the same spiritual seed, and 
accordingly God gave him a spirit body in his resurrection. 
Likewise, in a succeeding verse the Apostle declares that at 
his resurrection our Lord became the second Adam. Then, 
contrasting this second Adam with the first, he says: “The 
first man Adam was made a living soul [an animal or earthly 
being] ; the last Adam was made a quickening [life-giving] 
spirit [being]” .— I Corinthians 15:38-45.

PROOFS OF THE RESURRECTION NECESSARY

The lessons to be learned by our Lord’s immediate fol­
lowers would necessarily be more difficult to them than to us; 
for wc have been begotten o f the holy Spirit, and are thereby 
enabled to appreciate spiritual things- T o meet the exigency 
it was necessary that our Lord, the spirit being, be present 
with them for forty days, invisible, as spirit beings always 
are invisible to men, unless through the operation of a miracle. 
It was necessary for the disciples to know of his resurrection 
in order that they should have faith in his message, and act 
accordingly, as he desired. Yet, had he appeared to them in 
the glory o f his spirit being, opening their eyes to see the 
supernatural splendor as he showed himself in vision to John 
on the isle of Patmos, his face as lightning, hi= arms and his 
feet shining like molten brass in the furnace, the effect would 
have been to terrorize them. Their natural minds would have 
been unable to link such manifestations with their Lord, re­
cently crucified. Neither would he have had opportunity 
under such conditions to give them instructions; for they 
would not have received these by reason o f terror.

It was necessary, therefore, that our Lord, a spirit being, 
manifest himself, as in the long past he had manifested him­
self to Abraham and Sarah, and as angels under divine com­
mission had done on sundry occasions—as a man. (Genesis 
18 : i )  He must lead their minds step by step, and their 
thoughts link by link, from the cross and the tomb to an 
appreciation of his present exaltation as a spirit being, re­
specting which he himself explained to them, contrasting it 
with his previous condition. (Matthew 28:18) This leading 
of their minds must be such as would gradually force upon 
them the conviction that he was changed, that he was no 
longer a man. and no longer subject to human conditions, as 
he fore his death. Having this thought in mind, we shall 
have no difficulty whatever in seeing how our Lord inculcated 
these instructions during the forty days in his interviews with 
his followers.

THE VARIOUS ACCOUNTS HARMONIZED

To harmonize the several accounts of our Lord’s resurrec­
tion we must suppose that the women charged with the work 
of embalming our Lord's body lived in different parts of the 
ritv, and did not all arrive at the tomb at the same hour. 
Mary Magdalene arrived first; and finding the tomb empty, 
she hastened and first found Peter and afterward John, both 
of whom at once ran to the sepulcher. Mary' herself probably 
returned more slowly to the same place, arriving there after 
they and the other women had gone. She had been weeping- 
Then she stooped down in order to look through the low door­
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way, as though to reassure herself that the tomb was empty. 
There she saw for the first time two angels in white, who 
inquired respecting her sorrow. The angels had doubtless 
been there when she was there before; but she had not seen 
them, because of their choosing not to “appear". Indeed, the 
Scriptures assure us, saying, “ Are they not all ministering 
spirits, sent forth to minister to those who shall be heirs of 
salvation?’ Again, “The angel of the Lord encampcth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth them."—Hebrews 
1 : i4 ; Psalm 34 7.

Doubtless holy angels had in charge not only our Lord’s 
body, but also the interests of his bereaved followers; and 
now, and on other occasions, some of these appeared. They 
appeared because they con’d not be seen without appearing 
except by a miracle. They appeared as young men, although 
they were not men but angels; not flesh, but spirit beings, 
assuming fleshly bodies for a time, in order that they might 
render the service necessary. In Luke 24.4 these same 
angels appearing as men are said to have been clothed in 
shining garment, that they nught not be understood to 
be men, but might at once be recognized as heavenly mes­
sengers. On the contrary, when our risen Lord as a quicken­
ing spirit similarly “appeared in the flesh, he did not appear 
in shining garments, but in ordinary apparel, assumed for the 
purpose, and in order that he might have the better oppor­
tunity for giving the instructions which his followers needed.

O U R  L O R D ’ S  A P P E A R A N C E  A S  A  G A R D E N E R

The words o f the angels to Mary would be calculated to 
assuage her grief; for they manifested no grief, and by their 
question implied that she had no ground for it. At this 
juncture something attracted Mary's attention; and on turn­
ing around she discovered another person near her, evidently 
in ordinary garments, whom she presumed to be a servant o f  
Joseph of Arimathea, the owner of the garden—his gardener. 
She considered herself a trespasser to some extent; and 
assuming that our Lord’s body was no longer wanted in the 
rich man’s tomb, she inquired where he had been taken, that 
she might take the proper steps to care for his reinterment

Then Jesus (fo r  it was he who had “ appeared” in the form 
of a gardener) spoke her name. At once she recognized the 
voice; and crying, “Master, Teacher!" she fell at his feet, 
grasping them as though fearful that somehow, if she let 
go, she might never again get the opportunity of touching his 
blessed person. Our Lord’s words, “Touch me not," would 
more properly be translated, ’Cling not to m e; for I have 
not yet ascended to my Father. I will be here a while yet, 
before I ascend. But your great opportunity for clinging to 
me and trusting in me will be after I have presented to the 
Father, and he has accepted, the great atonement for sins 
which I have just accomplished at Calvary.' Mary’s touch 
could do our Lord no harm; for others touched him subse­
quently, as the record shows. But our Lord would lead 
Mary’s mind away from a mere clinging in the flesh to the 
higher relationship and intimacy of heart and of spirit which 
now would be possible, not only for her, but for all his fol­
lowers, not only then but ever since.

Our Lord gave Mary a message, a service to perform ; and 
so it is with all who love the Lord and seek him. They are 
not merely to enjoy him selfishly, but are given a commission 
in his service for the brethren. This seems as true today as 
ever. And by the way, this is the second instance in which 
our Lord ever addressed hi? disciples as brethren, with all 
that the word implies of fellowship and o f all being the 
children of one Father. (Matthew 12:48) Now he empha­
sized this relationship by referring to the Father as his Father 
and their Father, his God and their God. How close this 
brings our Lord to us in fellowship and relationship, not by 
pulling him down, but by realizing him as highly exalted, far 
above angels, principalities and powers, and every name that 
is named! It lifts us up; and by faith it enables us to con­
sider ourselves, as the Lord considers us, “brethren,” pros­
pective joint-heirs with him. who shall bye and bye be like 
him, our Elder Brother, sharing through his grace and assist­
ance in his resurrection, and participating as joint-heirs in his 
kingdom—“ if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be 
also glorified together” .— Romans 8:17.

O U R  L O R D ’ S  F I F T H  M A N I F E S T A T I O N

We now come to our Lord’s fifth manifestation o f himself 
after his resurrection. Some would say the seventh, not 
counting, as we do, that our Lord’s manifestation to Mary 
was the same referred to in Matthew as his appearance to

“ the women", and that his showing himself to Peter was in 
the walk to Emmaus. All o f these manifestations, whether 
we count them four or six, occurred within the first eight 
days after our Lord’s resurrection—on the two first days— 
and were in or near Jerusalem. What we designate the fifth 
appearance was in another part of the country altogether, in 
Galilee, and was probably at least two weeks later. No ac­
count is given of the doings of the apostles in the interim; 
but we can surmise that they probably waited in Jerusalem 
over the third and possibly over the fourth Sunday after the 
resurrection, and were disappointed that our Lord made no 
further manifestation. They then remembered, perhaps, the 
message which Jesus sent them by Mary, that he would meet 
them in Galilee,

Having no further business in Jerusalem, and their Master 
having thus disappeared, "changed," so that although they be­
lieved him to be no longer dead, he was invisible to them 
except as he would appear for a few moments and talk to 
them and then disappear indefinitely, they were at a loss what 
to do, and decided to return to their home country on the 
Sea of Galilee. More than this, as active men in the prime 
of life they must be doing. Several of them had been fisher­
men. Jesus had called them from their nets to be “ fishers of 
m en '; and they had left all to follow him. But now they 
could no longer follow. Everything was changed when he 
was changed, as far as they could perceive. They could no 
longer carry on the work; for what could they preach? How 
could they tell others o f their hopes in a king who had been 
crucified, and whom, although he was risen, they could no 
longer see or point out to others? They had not yet received 
their new commission, nor were they quite ready for it.

It is interesting for us to note that while our Lord was 
invisible to the disciples they were visible to him ; that all 
of their plans, arrangements and doings were fully known to 
him; and that he was ready to take advantage o f every cir­
cumstance and to make all things work together for their 
good- Thus by miraculous power exercised in some manner 
unknown to us, he hindered fish from going into their nets 
that night. Not knowing the true situation, they were no 
doubt greatly disappointed, grieved, vexed, at their poor 
success, and perhaps classed it as a part o f  the failure and 
tribulation which had in some respects followed them ever 
since they had espoused the cause of Jesus. And there is a 
lesson here for each and all o f  our Lord’s people today. We 
do not know what is for our highest welfare. Sometimes 
those things which we crave and desire to grasp, considering 
them to be good, might really be to our disadvantage. 
Blessed are they who by faith are able to pierce the gloom 
of every trial and difficulty and perplexity, and to realize 
that "the Lord knoweth them that are his” , and that he is 
causing all thing? to work together for their highest good. 
So it was with the apostles. Their disappointment became 
a channel of blessed instruction.

In the dawn o f the morning Jesus appeared to them as a 
man, standing on the seashore. He called out to them to 
inquire whether they had any fish, as though he would pur­
chase. They replied that they had toiled all night, but had 
caught nothing. The stranger then suggested that they cast 
the net on the other side o f the ship. So humbled were they 
by their disappointment that they did not stop to argue the 
question and to declare that they were experienced fishermen 
and knew their business- They merely concluded that as 
they had been lifting and casting the net all night thev might 
just as well do it again, and thus demonstrate to the stranger 
that there were no fish in that vicinity. But, behold! im­
mediately the net filled with great fish, so that these seven 
strong men were unable to draw it. and were obliged to drag 
it to the shore.

B R E A K F A S T I N G  W I T H  T H E  R I S E N  L O R D

Immediately the disciples grasped the thought that the 
stranger was Jesus, and none o f them more quickly than the 
loving John. Devoted, impulsive Peter, whose heart still 
burned as he remembered our Lord’s words, and perhaps as 
he recalled his own weaknesses in connection with our Lord’s 
last night of earth-life, could not wait for the boat to take 
him ashore, but swam, apparently fearing lest the Master 
should disappear again before he would have another oppor­
tunity to converse with him. When the disciples reached the 
shore they found, not only Jesus, but a fire and fish thereon 
already cooked. Here they had the lesson that under our 
Lord’s care and supervision they could he either successful 
or unsuccessful in the fishing business; and that he had th#
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power, not only to give them fish in the ordinary way, but 
to provide cooked fish miraculously if it better served his 
purpose so to do.

They breakfasted with Jesus; for they knew him, not by 
any marks of nails, but by the miracle which he had per­
formed. W e read rather peculiarly: "None of them durst 
ask him, knowing it was the Lord", The conversation while 
they breakfasted is not recorded, the Evangelist coming 
directly to the important words which our Lord addressed 
to Peter, the senior and leader o f this new fish-business 
partnership. Our Lord addressed Peter, not as he had been 
accustomed to do, but by his old name, “ Simon, son of Jona,” 
possibly as an intimation to Peter that during the last few 
days he had not manifested the rocklike qualities implied in 
his surname, and was now inclined to leave the work for the 
church and engage in secular business.

The inquiry was most pointed, “ Lovest thou me more than 
these?"—boats, nets, fishing tackle, etc. ‘You started out to 
be my disciple; and now I ask you the question, In which 
place is your heart—with me in the service o f the kingdom, 
or in the fish business ?' Peter's answer was prompt: “ Lord, 
thou knowest that I love th ee"  Jesus then responded: “ Feed 
my lambs,” ‘my little ones, instead of longer following the 
fish business’ . Then Jesus said the same thing the second 
time; and Peter made the same reply. Our Lord then 
answered: “Take care of my sheep”—'give your attention, 
care, thought, to them rather than to these fishing implements, 
boats, etc.’ The third time Jesus asked Peter almost the 
same question, though using a different verb. Peter was 
grieved with this. It seemed to imply doubt on our Lord’s 
part; and perhaps it reminded him the third time that he had 
denied his Lord three times, and that now the Master was

requiring him three times to confess his love. It touched a 
very tender spot in Peter’s heart and experiences; and we 
may be sure that it was not done by our Lord, even in this 
delicate manner, with a view merely to pain Peter, but with 
a view to his blessing, his profit. Peter's confession this time 
was still stronger: “Lord, thou knowest that I love thee” 
Jesus said to him: “ Feed my sheep” . With this third con­
fession our Lord restored him fully as a bishop or shepherd.

H O W  L O V E  F O R  T H E  L O R D  I S  M A N I F E S T E D

It is worthy of notice that our Lord’s words on these 
three occasions were not exactly the same, although the 
Common Version so represents them. In the New Testament 
Greek two words are translated love, agapao and phileo. 
When our Lord said “ lovest” in the first two inquiries, he 
used the former word, which signifies love in its strongest, 
purest and most disinterested form ; but in his third inquiry 
he used the other form, which signifies attachment, duty-love, 
the obligatory love such as relatives bear toward each other 
even when the other, deeper love is lacking. Peter in all of 
his answers uses the latter form of the word, thus assever­
ating his personal attachment and devotion to our Lord; but 
in view o f recent experiences he refrained from claiming the 
highest love, for which our Lord inquired- This humility 
was an excellent sign, showing that Peter had learned a 
needed lesson and had ceased to boast, but rather feared his 
own weakness. Our Lord’s use the third time of the word 
indicating duty-love grieved Peter especially because by 
changing the word the Master implied, ‘Are you sure that 
you have even the duty-love, Peter?’ This discrimination 
between these two words is borne out by other uses of them 
in the' New Testament.

THE TRAINING OF PETER AND JOHN
-------- December 28.— I John i : i -g . ----------

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS— NECESSITY OF REPENTANCE, OF FAITH IN THE ATONEMENT AND OF INDIVIDUAL ACCEPTANCE OF 
CHRIST AS OUR PERSONAL SAVIOR— MISTAKEN VIEWS OF SO-CALLED PERFECTIONISTS— HOW WE MAY KNOW WHETHER WE ARE 
WALKING IN THE LIGHT— WHY IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO AVOID SHORT-COMINGS AND FAULTS— CLEANSED BY THE BLOOD.

* Ye shall be my witnesses."—Acts 1 :8.
HE Apostle John’s epistle is not addressed to * 1 2

unbelievers, unjustified persons, sinners in the 
ordinary sense of the word. On the contrary 
he is addressing the justified and sanctified in 
Christ Jesus; and he classes himself with these, 
using the plural pronoun "we” . The frequent 
mistake of applying this and similar passages 
to sinners in general has been injurious in two 
particulars:

(1) It has been injurious to the unregenerate
____________in that it has given some the impression that
there is no difference between the church and the w orld; and 
that all alike have access to God in prayer and for the for­
giveness o f daily trespasses. It has thus hindered some from 
realizing the necessity of faith in the atonement, and from 
definitely entering into coi enant relationship with the Lord 
under the terms of the Grace Covenant. (Psalm 50:5) On 
the contrary all should be clearly informed of the fact that 
repentance and a particular, positive acceptance of Christ as 
their personal Savior are absolutely necessary before they can 
be “ accepted in the rieloved” , and treated as “ sons of God” 
and enjoy the privileges of this relationship— prayer, fellow­
ship with God, divine care or providential oversight of th°ir 
affairs and interests, and the favor of forgiveness of daily 
trespasses through the merit of the great High Priest.

(2) This oversight has had an injurious effect upon some 
Christians, who have gone to the extreme of claiming that 
they can never commit sin after their past sins have been 
graciously forgiven by the Lord and after they have entered 
into covenant relationship with him. Hence we have the 
very wrong views and teachings of so-called “perfectionists” 
who claim, not merely that they are rechonedlx perfect now, 
but that they are actually perfect in all their thoughts, words 
and deeds, deceiving themselves and laying themselves liable 
to many grievous errors, as the Apostle declares in this con­
nection.—Verses 8, 10.

The Apostle’s object in writing this epistle he clearly states, 
saying, “These things write we unto you, that your joy may 
be full” . It is a noteworthy fact that the vast majority o f 
Christians never experience the fullness o f joy, peace and

blessing that they might possess. Too many are content with 
simply diluted first principles of the doctrine of Christ; and, 
as the Apostle Paul declares, such are merely “babes” in 
Christ- (Hebrews 5:12-6:3) O f course they have a bless­
ing in any relationship to the Lord, but they have not the 
fullness o f joy which would be theirs if they progressed in 
grace and in knowledge “ to the full stature o f a man in 
Christ” . The object of the Apostle’s writing them was 10 
stir up the pure minds o f believers to an appreciation and 
enjoyment o f their privileges, that thereby they might grow 
and develop.

G R O W T H  O F  F E L L O W S H I P  W I T H  G O D

The Apostle John follows the example of our Lord Jesus 
in symbolizing truth and righteousness as Light, and sin and 
every evil way as so much of opposing Darkness. God 
himself thus considered would be the very perfection of 
light. “ In him is no darkness," no sin, no imperfection. 
With this thought before the mind the Apostle points out 
that any growth of fellowship with God to which we ■ my 
aspire must be along the lines of truth, goodness, purity: and 
that it would be sin for us to say to others or to imagine in 
our own hearts that we are walking with God and having 
fellowship with him. if our course in life is a dark, a sinful 
one. Such are merely deceiving themselves and others. They 
are not deceiving God; and they are not getting the blessings 
of those who do "walk in the light” .

Moreover, to the extent that we walk in the light and :n 
harmony and fellowship with God, we shall find ourselves in 
fellowship with all others who arc likeminded. So then, if 
we do not “ love the brethren, whom we have seen,” so as to 
be able to have fellowship and spiritual pleasure with them, 
it would be an indication that we are not wholly in harmony 
and fellowship with God. But who are the "brethren” ? Our 
Lord tells us that not all who profess his name are true or 
full brethren. He says: “ Not everyone that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom o f heaven [be recog­
nized as his brethren and joint-heirs] ; but he that doeth the 
will o f my Father which is in heaven” . W e thus see that it 
is by our deeds and not merely by our professions that we
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are accepted of our Lord, who again says: "W ho are my 
brethren?. . . .Whosoever shall do the will o f my Father which 
is in heaven, the same is my brother.’’—Matthew 7:21; 12:50.

So then we are not to anticipate “ fellowship” with all who 
merely name the name of Christ as a proof of their fellow­
ship with the Father. We are to anticipate this true fellow­
ship with those who are earnestly seeking to do the Father's 
will, to serve his cause, and to exemplify the instructions of 
his W ord in their deeds as well as in their professions. Be­
tween all such there must be, whether hidden or open, a bond 
o f fellowship and union. That bond is the one faith and the 
one baptism into the one Lord.

C L E A N S E D  B Y  T H E  B L O O D

But while this fellowship between us and our Lord and all 
who have his spirit is based upon our walking in the light, 
our following in his footsteps to the extent of our ability, 
nevertheless it does not imply absolute freedom from the 
imperfection of sin, although under the Gospel age arrange­
ment nothing is charged up to 11s as sin except in proportion 
as it has been wilfully done. Nevertheless, because of the 
manifold temptations and the weaknesses o f our flesh, the 
result o f inherited predisposition toward sin, it is impossible 
for us to avoid shortcomings and faults. These may be 
properly termed sins, as in this lesson; for “ sin is a trans­
gression o f the law” , however unintentional. But during this 
Gospel age the divine arrangement on behalf o f the Lord’s 
people is that these unintentional faults and short-comings 
need not be charged up against 11s as sins, but instead may 
be cleansed away upon our application to the great High 
Priest, through the merit o f the precious blood. Thus it is 
that the blood o f Jesus Christ our Lord cleanseth us from all 
sin, keeps us clean from sin. if realizing our imperfections 
we continually make application for forgiveness.— Romans 
7:17-20.

Further on in this epistle the Apostle uses the word “ sin” 
in a different sense from the above, saying (3 :6-9), “W ho­
soever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath 
not seen him nor Teven] known h im ....H e  that committeth 
sin is of the devil. . . .Whosoever is begotten of God doth 
not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot 
sin because he is begotten of God.” Again he says (5 :1 8 ): 
“ W e know that whosoever is begotten of God sinneth not; 
but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and the wicked 
one toticheth him not” .

In these passages the Apostle uses the word “ sin” in its 
full or absolute sense, meaning wilful sin, deliberate sin, in­
tentional sin, sins that are not merely shortcomings and 
faults, due largely or wholly to the imperfections of the flesh, 
inherited from our ancestors. No one, the Apostle assures 
us, who has been begotten of the spirit o f the Lord, the spirit 
o f  holiness and truth, could have any sympathy with sin so 
as to engage therein wilfully, knowingly and intentionally. 
All who so love sin and wilfully do it, and approve of it after

they have a knowledge of the truth, are children of darkness 
who love darkness and who thus show that they have the 
spirit or disposition of Satan.—Romans 6:12-16.

T H E  P R O P E R  C O U R S E  O F  F A I T H  A N D  C O N D U C T

Let us return to the consideration of the other use o f the 
word “ sin” as found in today’s lesson, applying the term to 
the faults and imperfections against which God’s people are 
zealously striving, which they are seeking to stamp out of 
their mortal bodies, and against which they are continually 
fighting a good fight and coming off conquerors and more 
than conquerors, through him who loved us and bought us 
with his precious blood. The Apostle intimates that there 
is danger that some will go to the extreme o f denying that 
they have any faults, and thus deceive themselves and get 
into a snare of the adversary.

It may be asked, ‘What difference can it make, if they are 
seeking to live godly, whether they claim to live perfectly 
or admit that they are imperfect and apply continually for 
cleansing through the precious blood?’ We reply that it 
makes a great difference. Only as we confess our sins can 
they be forgiven. Consequently those who deny that they 
have any imperfections, faults, sins, have a great load of 
these uncancelled, unforgiven, charged up against them; and 
because of this they would be accounted unworthy to be taken 
further along in the path of light, under the lead of the holy 
Spirit, into the heights and depths and lengths and breadths 
of the love and the wisdom of God, revealed in his W ord as 
meat in due season for the household of faith. Thus we see 
that there is but one proper course o f faith and conduct in 
which we may have a complete fellowship with the Lord. 
Those who take any other course are making God a liar; 
and he will not fellowship with them, but will leave them to 
the darkness of their own way. Can we wonder then that 
so many are in darkness and lack evidences o f fellowship with 
God, when we see how few confess their faults and seek to 
overcome them and to be cleansed in the only way of divine 
appointment?

These things are not written to cultivate in us the thought 
that we may sin with impunity, and be overtaken with faults 
through carelessness and inattention to the divine Word, and 
then go to the Lord for forgiveness. Quite to the contrary, 
these assurances of divine favor and willingness to forgive 
are designed to have upon our hearts a mellowing influence 
which will make us all the more careful to avoid sin and to 
maintain fellowship with him who is the perfection of light 
and holiness. “These things are written that we sin not” , 
that we become not boastful of self, self-righteous, self-justi­
fied, and thus abominable in the Lord’s sight; but that, fleeing 
from our weaknesses and imperfections, we may lay hold 
upon the grace of God in Christ for their forgiveness and 
for grace and strength increasingly to fight a good fight 
against sin.
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BIBLES AND BIBLE STUDY HELPS
The rapidly and continuously rising costs of production in all kinds of printed matter again necessitate the advance of our prices 

about twenty five percent. To our subscribers we need hardly re:terate that none of the Society’ s activities are conducted for profit, 
but that all of our publications are issued at very low prices, intealed to cover only actual cost. It will be noted that the prices are 
about one hundred percent more than they were five years ago. But it is a fact that many supplies indispensable to the printing trade 
have increased in price from two hundred to seven hundred percent. Several of the items listed on this page, either our own or handled 
by us, we have been actually selling below cost for some months. The prices mentioned below are retail; wholesale prices in lots of 
fifty volumes or more can be secured on application; rates to colportiura by application to the Society’ s colporteur department.

The fluctuating rates of exchange at this time make it (inadvisable to attempt giving prices in other than local terms. Friends 
can either deal with our foreign branches or apply for postal money orders in the values mentioned below.

W atch  T o w e r  B ible  & T r a c t  S o c i e t y , l"2 4 * C olumbia  H e i g h t s , B r o o k l y n , N. Y., U. S. A.
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bourne, Australia, South African Branch: 123 Plein St., Cape Town. South Africa

I. B. S. A. BIBLES
These Bibles are specially published for the use of the International 

Bible Students a no become more and more indispensable as familiarity 
with their use is gained The text is the familiar Common Version; 
their excellence, therefore, lies chiefly in the extraordinary helps, 
most of which are not found in any other Bible on earth. In each 
of the five editions listed below there are 542 pages of our own helps, 
peculiarly valuable to Bible Students at this time in the world’ s 
history. Besides the special helps, mentioned above and elaborated 
below, three of the editions contain Bagster's Bible Students helps, 
including an alphabetical list of proper names, and Bagster’ s Con­
cordance and Maps— a total of 186 pages.

I B. S. A Bibles are all printed with great care on thin rice 
paper, commonly called India paper. We not only supply these 
Bibles at cost price, but because of large quantities ordered at a 
time, we are enabled to secure a cost price far lower than any other 
Bibles of the same quality and size anywhere on the market. So 
well do these five special editions cover the average requirements 
of Bible Students that we make no effort to carry others in stock.

The 542 pages of Berean Bible Teachers’ Manual mentioned 
above comprise the following items:

Part I. WATCH TOWER COMMENTARY: Textual comments,
from Genesis to Revelation, with references to THE WATCH TOWER, 
STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, and others of our publications, 
showing the paere where the text is more fully discussed and elabor­
ated. The terse, pithy comments are often sufficient to shed the de­
sired light on an obscure text, but if fuller information is needed, 
it is easy to turn to the completer treatise cited. 481 pages.

Part II, INSTRUCTORS’ GUIDE TEXTS: This is a topical ar­
rangement of Bible subjects specially convenient for those who have 
opportunity for teaching others the divine plan of the ages. Its 
various topics are arranged under distinct headings and the texts 
appearing upon the subjects are collated. It is in condensed form, 
consisting of 18 pages, solid matter.

Part III, BEREAN TOPICAL INDEX: Thi's index is alphabeti­
cally arranged and presents a large variety of subjects, showing ref­
erences to the STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, and others of our 
publications treating the subjects. This feature covers 38 pages.

Part IV. DIFFICULT TEXTS EXPLAINED and SPURIOUS PAS­
SAGES NOTED: Specially difficult texts are listed and references
given showing where they are treated in our publications. Following 
this is a full list of various interpolations and passages of the Scrip­
tures not in the oldest Greek MS. 13 pages.
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Smaller size, Minion type, like this:

14 Behold, mv servants shall sing foe 
joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow

No. 1918: price $3.00, postage prepaid. It is small and light; 
size 4 % "x 6 % ".
It has red under gold edges, divinity circuit (i. e., flexible, overhang­

ing cover). “ French”  seal binding— in reality good sheepskin.
No. 1919: price $3.50, postage prepaid. The same Bible; the

same every way except the addition of Bagster’ s Helps, CONCORD­
ANCE, etc., making this book a trifle thicker.

No. 1928: price $4.50, postage prepaid This is the same book ex­
actly as No. 191S, except that it has genuine Morocco binding, leather 
lined.
Larger size, Ionic type, self-pronouncing, like this:

20 Thou1* wilt perform the tmth 
to Ja'cob, an d  the mercy to A 'b r a -

No. 1939: price $4.00, postage prepaid. This book has the same 
binding and contents as No. 1919, but having the coarser print, is a 
little larger book. Size, 5d4” x 7 % ” .

No. 1959: price $5.50, postage prepaid. This is the same book as 
No. 1939, except that it has an excellent Morocco binding, is calf 
lined and silk sewed.

The sale of these Bibles is not restricted to WATCH TOWER 
subscribers. Remit with order. We can secure such prices only by 
paying spot cash and must sell o n  the same terms. Anyone ordering 
patent index on any of these Bibles should so state and should 
add 50c to the price.

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES
These STUDIES are recommended to students as veritable Bible 

keys, discussing topically every vital doctrine of the Bible More 
than eleven million copies are in circulation, in nineteen languages. 
Prices are net. postpaid, and barely cover cost of production and 
handling. Two sizes are issued (in English only) ; the regular Ma­
roon cloth, gold stamped edition on dull finish paper (size 5 "x 7 % "), 
and the Maroon cloth pocket edition on thin paper (size 6 % " )  ; 
both sizes are printed from the same plates, the difference being in 
the margins; both sizes are provided with an appendix of catechistic 
questions for convenient class use. Prices for both editions are uni­

form The leather bound and fine India paper editions formerly 
issued are permanently out of stock.

SERIES I, “ The Divine Plan of the Ages,”  giving outline of the 
divine plan revealed in the Bible, relating to man’ s redemption and 
restitution: 350 pages, plus indexes and appendixes. 75c. Maga­
zine edition 15c. Also procurable in Arabic. Armenian. Dano-N'or- 
wegian, French, German, Greek, HollanJish, Hungarian Italian, Pol­
ish, Roumanian, Slovak. Spanish, Swedish, and Ukrainian; regular 
cloth style, price uniform with English.

SERIES II, ‘ The Time is at B an d.'' treats of the manner and 
time of the Lord's second coming, considering the Bible testimony 
on tliis subject: 3(50 pages. 75c. Obtainable in Dano-Norwegian, 
Finnish, German. Polish, and Swedish.

SERIES III, “ Thy Kingdom Come,”  considers prophecies which 
mark events connected with “ the time of the end” , the glorification 
of the church and the establishment of the Millennial kingdom; it 
also contains a chapter on the Great Pyramid of Egypt, showing ita 
corroboration of certain Bible teachings: 380 pages, 75c. Furnished 
also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Polish, and Swedish.

SERIES IV, “ The Battle of Armageddon,”  shows that the disso­
lution of the present order of things is in progress and that all of 
the human panaceas offered are valueless to avert the end predicted 
by the Bible. It contains a special and extended treatise on our 
Lord’ s great prophecy of Matthew 24 and also that of Zeehariah 14: 
1-9: 656 pages, 85c. Also in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, Greek Ger­
man, and Swedish. ’

SERIES V, “ The Atonement Between God and Man,”  treats an all 
important subject, the center around which all the features of 
divine grace revolve. This topic deserves the most careful considera­
tion on the part of all true Christians: 618 pages, 85c. Procurable
likewise in Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, Greek, and Swedish.

SERIES VI, “ The New Creation/’ deals with the creative week 
(Genesis 1, 2), and with the church, God’ s new creation. It ex­
amines the personnel, organization, rites, ceremonies, obligations, 
and hopes appertaining to those called and accepted as members of 
the body of Christ: 730 pages, 85c. Supplied also in Dano-Nor-
wegian, Finnish. German, and Swedish.

No foreign editions in the pocket size.

DAILY HEAVENLY MANNA
This book combines the features of a daily Bible text, with printed 

comments thereon, with a birthday and autograph record of one’ s 
friends. Its value increases in proportion to the number of auto­
graphs secured. It is printed on bond paper, every alternate leaf 
being blank ruled: dark blue cloth, gold embossed, 5 "x 6H ", English* 
Dano-Norwegian, German, Polish, and Swedish, 75c Genuine purple 
Morocco, gold edges, English, Dano-Norwegian, German, Polish, and 
Swedish, $2.00.

Vest Pocket Edition, 5V4 ", green cloth, English only, 6 5 c .
Vest Pocket, black leather, gold stamped, English only, 90c.

THE EMPHATIC DIAGLOTT
This very valuable work has been published in large quantities 

by this Society. Before we purchased the copyright it was sold at 
$5.00 per copy in half leather binding. Probably no edition of the 
New Testament has done more to enable non-Greek-rea<ling students 
to grasp the meaning of the original text. Besides the Greek text 
there is an interlinear word -for-word translation under each line, and 
also an arranged translation in a separate column. It is built on the 
Griesbach rescension, with footnotes showing variations in the Alex­
andrian and Vatican No. 1209 texts— two of the oldest MSS. It i» 
printed on thin paper, in good “ French”  seal binding, flush covers, 
red under gold edges, $2.50

CREATION DRAMA SCENARIOS
The ninety-six short, pithy lectures of the Photo-Drama of Crea­

tion are supplied in two bindings and three styles: red cloth (red 
edges), in English. Armenian, Dano-Norwegian, Finnish, German, 
Greek, Italian, Polish, Slovak, Spanish. Russian, and Swedish, 85c; 
De Luxe Maroon cloth, embossed in four colors, gold edges, English 
only, $1.25; paper bound edition in English, Armenian, Dano-Nor­
wegian, Finnish, German, Greek, Italian, Polish, Slovak, Russian, and 
Swedish, 35o
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Hymns of Dawn, with music, (green cloth) ...............................$ 45
Hymns of Dawn, with music, (black keratol cloth) ......................... 75
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Angelophone Hymnals, with music, (paper) ........................................ 05
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Pastor Russell’ s Sermons, bound (green cloth) .................................. 65
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