DrceExsERr 1, 1916

We are still firm in the faith, and our eyes wait upon the
Lord our God.—Psalm 123:1, 2.

“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian Love.”
Push on, dear brethren; fight the good fight of faith, and let

THE WATCH TOWER

(387-388)

nothing come between us, no matter how severe, that will
even scratch the link that binds us together!

LexineToN EccrEsia.—Ky.

Vou. XXXVII

BROOKLYN, N. Y, DECEMBER 15, 1916

No. . 4

1915—ANNUAL REPORT—1916

[Together with a Resume of the work of the various Branches of the service of the Society.]

We feel sure that the dear friends everywhere are eagerly
awaiting the Report for 1916. Our fiscal year ends October
3lst. It may appear to some quite significant that it was
on this very date that Brother Russell passed away, thus
closing his earthly ministry with the end of the Society’s
business year. What more appropriate time could there be
for us to turn aside for a little season and survey the field!

In the heat and excitement of battle one cannot take much
time to look about or to inquire what others may be doing or
who may possibly be falling. Each soldier is on the alert to
carry out the commands given by the great Captain of our
Salvation; but the Lord loves all the true soldiers, and occa-
sionally calls them aside for a little breathing spell and
refreshment, thus preparing them for the next and more
vigorous campaign. The Lord’s people will greatly rejoice
over the progress made during the year—Nov. 1, 1815, to
Nov. 1, 1916.

Our covenant with the Lord calls for a walk by faith.
We are therefore not to expect to see the full results of our
labors while on this side the veil, but our Lord is so loving
and considerate that he frequently draws the curtain aside a
little, that we may have a glimpse of the results following
some of our labors of love. How such views rejoice our
hearts!

The year 1916 has been a very eventful one in many ways.
We need not mention here those events particularly connected
with the falling of the “kingdoms of this world.” They are
written by the world’s historians, Our interests are centered
in the establishment of “the kingdom of God,” for which the
church hag so long been praying. At the beginning of the
vear we were in a more or less expectant attitude, not know-
ing what new experiences the Lord might have in store. We
were certain that he would supply us with the waters of truth
and lead us to certain victories, if we but followed closely.
There was much polishing and buckling on of the Armor of
God, and preparing for whatever might be ahead. No cne
thought of faltering—the prize appeared brighter, and the
goal nearer. Those inclined to criticize us had prophesied
that, as 1914 had passed, and as their interpretation of our
understanding of the Scriptures had failed to come to pass,
the work would soon come to naught. How little do they
realize the power of the spirit of God in the hearts of the
consecrated! And how far short of the reality is their
knowledge of our glorious hopes and prospects! onsidering
the conditions—the comparatively small army of thoroughly
conscerated and the great tension under which the whole
world is straining—the results seem but little short of mirac-
ulovs, But very few have become discouraged or have
returned to their former pursuits.

THE COLPORTEUR WORK

Every well-equipped army is composed of several branches.
The main branch is always the Infantry. It is the heavy
fighting bndy, and the main reliance of every commander. So
we might think of the colporteurs. They are the soldiers who
do the hard fighting at the front. Though each year since
war conditions prevail notices a change in the numbers, yet
these noble soldiers of the cross “close up ranks” and move
on steadily and unfalteringly. We doubt not that the Lord
will greatly reward this noble band. They have stormed
manv a redoubt of the enemy, and have been mighty in the
Tord’s hand to the pulling down of strongholds of evil and
preiudice and planting the good seed of the kingdom.

Owing to the fact that financial conditions were greatly
strained in many localities, and that labor difficulties and
local disturbances existed in others, the number of those who
were able to devote most of their time to the work has been
considerably less than in 1915. However, those who have
remained have done better work on the average. For 1915,
the average sale per colporteur was a trifle over 406 STUDIES
and 23 SceNarios. For 1916, the average sale per colporteur
was a little over 430 Srtupies, and 166 SCENARIOS. An
average of 372 colporteurs were in the field for the year.

The general advance in prices on all commodities hit this
branch of the work very hard in some respects. During a
number of months we were greatly hindered by not being able

to secure sufficient cloth StUpIEs to fill the colporteurs’
orders. Then the De Luxe SCENARIOS ran short, and also the
supply of Karatol volumes. The printers were unable to
obtain delivery of the materials necessary to their manufac-
ture. The paper shortage has greatly hindered the printers.
Many of the colporteurs made a specialty of the SCENARIO in

territory which had already been canvassed a number of times
for the StubpIES.

Total output of StupiEs for year.......... 265,495
Total output of SCENARIOS ............... 70,000
Total output of Booklets ...... ceeeeeseran 110,000

Total.......... Ceieees heseeaena. .. $445,495

Moreover, these faithful workers were careful to encourage
the reading of the STUDIES, where they found them already in
the homes. A number were thus awakened to the import of
present conditions, and some to active co-operation. Who can
say what the yield may be when the Master of the harvest
shall show forth all the increase? May the Lord richly bless
the dear colporteurs!

THE PILGRIM SERVICE

We might liken the pilgrim force in some respects to the
Cavalry division of the army. It is much smaller than the
colporteur list, and covers more territory, and the force must
be moved more quickly. Its work for the past year compares
very favorably with any other year of the entire harvest
campaign. Note the following figures:

Numbers of Pilgrims...................... 89

Miles traveled ............cciviin ..., 552,498
Towns visited ............c.oiiiiiiiiae, 8,575
Public meetings held.............. ....... 1,507
Semi-public meetings held................. 3,124
Parlor meetings held...................... 9.221
Total attendance......................... 809,393

FREE LITERATURE

We might term this the Grenadier Department of the
army. It seeks out the hiding places of the enemy, and
endeavors to leave little “bombs” in every available place.
The output for 1916 has not quite equaled that of 1915. We
cautioned the friends to be much more ecareful that each
“bomb” be properly placed, so that no waste be made. The
amount of free literature thus distributed is almost beyond
our comprehension. The total output for the year was
22,158,000 BILE STUDENTS MONTHLIES. To print these took
over 598,000 pounds of paper, or 16 carloads. Who can esti-
mate the number of strongholds of error which these *bhombs”
may have overthrown? But that is only an incidental
feature of the work. The principal thing was the reflex action
upon our own hearts. How we have rejoiced as we sought
to carry the message of good tidings to others and to free them
fmncll the shackles of error, even as we ourselves have been
freed!

The friends will be glad to know that we have some very
excellent volunteer matter for 1917, prepared by Brother
Russell. On page 396 of this Warcu Tower will be found
an item especially upon this subject. We desire to make a
word of explanation here: It is mot so much a question of
how many shots are fired as of how many are hits. Note the
cost of this year’s output in the financial report. The paper
for next year will cost us more than twice as much as for-
merly. In other words, we were fortunately able to purchase
paper last year at 3%c per pound. Next year it will cost us
over 8c. This means that a dollar will not go so far now as
fifty cents have gone heretofore., Therefore, it behooves us to
be very careful to make every shot count and not to waste
any. Better fire only five shots and make three hits than to
fire twenty shots for the same number of hits. Noise or
number does not count. The shots only are effective. There-
fore judge cautiously as to your needs, and be sure to use all
that you order. We shall be pleased to have your orders as
quickly as possible. The matter will be ready Jan. 1. “The
World on Fire” is the leading article.

THE NEWSPAPER WORK

This had become greatly curtailed, owing to our drop-

ing from the list many papers of small circulation, and fur-
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ther, to our policy of retrenchment necessitated by conditions
produced by the war. Now that Brother Russell has passed
beyond, the sermon feature will be discontinued entirely. The
blessing of the Lord has rested upon this work far beyond our
highest expectations. We remember when we thought if we
could secure fifty newspapers to publish the sermons it would
be a wonderful witness. About twenty years ago Brother
Russell saw the great advantage of reaching the people by
means of the public press. At that time the large sum of
nearly half a million dollars seemed within his reach. He
planned to use this for having the truth spread broadcast
through the magazines. Just as he expected to receive the
money, the death of one man blocked the way. It was a great
disappointment for a while, but he knew that the Lord was
still at the head of the harvest work. Later, with an aston-
ishingly small sum, the Lord opened another way, and at one
time about 2,000 papers were publishing the sermons simul-
taneously and altogether over 4,000 papers published weekly
reports. We asked for showers, and the Lord gave us rain-
falls almost amounting to floods. What an evidence of his
might and power to open doors whenever it may pleagse him
and best serve his cause!

Now that part of the work is past. Has he anything else
to take its place? We think so. We believe that even a
greater work is just at our doors, and that it will prove to
be a richer blessing to the church itself. The way is open-
ing for thousands to enter into the work “while it is yet day,”
and they are hastening before the “night cometh when no man
can work.” The colporteur work, the pilgrim work, the volun-
teer work, the PHOTO-DrAMA, and the “lightnings” of the
Lord now observed on every hand have prepared the soil of
the hearts of men. Each loyal soldier not already enlisted in
some branch will be asking for the privilege to be a partici-
pant in the great battle of victory for the overthrow of
Babylon. Already Babylon is gathering her hosts. We can
hear the rumbling of the companies and the divisions as they
are being assembled; and we think that it will not be long
before she will have her army in full battle array. Hence
we, like David of old, wish to have our slings loaded with
pebbles from the brook of truth and to hurl them while
Babylon is preparing for the battle. Let each remember that
before one can enlist under the lead of our glorious and vie-
torious Captain, it is well to take the oath of full allegiance
to him—to make a whole-hearted consecration and take up
the cross and follow him, else we cannot expect to share the
glories of the kingdom, soon to be established. We refer to

THE PASTORAL WORK

This seems to us to be another great forward movement
against the embattlements of the adversary. The campaign is
opening up so rapidly that it is difficult to keep up with the
rush. We can almost hear the noise of the gathering of the
companies all over the country. Letters are pouring in from
all sides asking for information, and many are already in the
thick of the battle. We have been hindered by not being able
to secure the needed “ammunition” to equip all the companies,
The “munition factories”—our printers—have been greatly
delayed in filling our orders; but we have promise now of
speedy delivery, and soon we hope to see the battle being
waged along the entire front.

We wish we could tell you many of the interesting and
encouraging incidents taking place in this service. We give
one: In one of the larger cities the sisters had loaned a book
to a gentleman. He read it, became very much interested, and
said that he would be glad to pay for as many books as the
class could loan. When informed that they could use 700, he
promptly gave his check for the needed amount. A letter now
going out to the pastoral workers gives other interesting and
helpful information to these dear colaborers.

THE DRAMA

The PHOTO-DRAMA and the EUREKA DRAMA are still a
valuable means of reaching many. The country districts are
glad to have the opportunity of seeing the beautiful slide-
pictures, even though they may not see the “movies.” As a
result we are receiving many inquiries from rural distriets,
= hich show a considerable interest. We are able to furnish
the PHOTO-DRAMA to classes in the following foreign lan-
guages: Armenian, Dano-Norwegian, French, German, Greek,
Italian, Spanish, Polish and Swedish.

There are twenty-one DEAMAS in active service, exhibiting
mostly on Sundays; very few working during the week. These
twenty-one are being operated mostly bi the classes of the
larger cities, even where the DRAMA has been previously
exhibited with success. We are receiving some glowing re-
ports. One of these, from Toronto, Canada, informs us that
in a hall seating 1,000, frequently hundreds are turned away
at a single exhibition. Those attending are showing marked
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interest and are leaving many cards of inquiry. The PHoTO-
DraMa has also been shown upon several of the large Ameri-
can battleships, and many have manifested marked interest.
It was also shown to the soldiers down upon the Mexican bor-
der, and good reports are coming from there. We have two
more DRAMAS ready for use. If any of the large classes are
so situated that they could handle the PHoOTO-DRaMA for a
season, the Society will be pleased to hear from them; and if
they do not have Jocal operators arrangements could probably
be made to supply them on short notice. Our latest informa-
tion is that the DRAMA has witnessed to about twelve millions.
Many classes have in this way been doubled, and prejudice
against the truth has been dispelled as perhaps could not
otherwise have been accomplished.
THE WATCH TOWER

We are not printing so many extra copies for samples and
for supplying back numbers as formerly, but we are printing
about 47,000 each issue, except in the case of the Memorial
Number, for which we are expecting a wide circulation.
Orders for large numbers of these continue to come from
classes and friends. We do not know of a better issue to allay
prejudice against the present truth. It is very cheap at 5c.
for 32 pages. THE WatrcH ToweR is also published in the
German, Polish, Swedish, Dano-Norwegian and French lan-
guages, but the Memorial Number in only English, German
and Polish.

We have long considered THE WartcH TowkR list the best
criterion in regard to the general interests of the harvest
work, but there is still good reason to believe that the list does
not include more than half the names it should. We are de-
pendent upon the brethren to make known to others the
merits of this publication and to urge all to send in their
subscriptions. We remind them again of our willingness to
cancel the debt of any receiving THE WATCH TOWER on credit
who will advise us of their inability to pay.

It must be gratifying to all to observe in THE WATCH
ToweER columns the letters of sympathy and expressions of
continued loyalty to the Society and to the harvest work.
These letters cover every section of the country, and incom-
ing mails from foreign lands show the same spirit of sympa-
thy and confidence—that he who began the good work is both
able and willing to complete it.

SUMMARY OF THE WORK

The foreign branch of the service has been to some extent
hindered, especially in Germany and France. The work in
England has gone on without much change, and we have good
reports from the dear brethren there. We hope to publish
some very interesting letters soon.

As this is the report for the last year our dear Brother
Russell was connected with the work, we feel sure that all
have an added interest in it.

Our mail for the past year has been very encouraging:

Letters received....................... ... ... 134,849

Letters and cards sent out.. . 152,944

You will observe that last year’s report closed with a
loan to balance the account. Therefore the report for the
year just closed commenced with no balance on hand:

RECEIPTS.
Good Hopes and Tract Fund donations... $149,726.21
EXPENDITURES,
Pilgrim service.............. $30,967.71
Free literature, Lecture Bu-
reau, ete. ................ 60,596.74
For the Blind ............... 845.00
Por the various Conventions.. 1,985.36
Pastoral work................ 269.60
For the Foreign Fields........ 32,850.23
Paid on loan................ 20,000.00
Leaving a balance on hand to
commence the year........ 2.211.57
$149,726.21

As we see the vast possibilities opening up before us for
the incoming year, we trust that each will carefully consider
what share he or she may have in the work. As has been
customary for a number of years, in order that the Society
might outline its work with as much definiteness as possible
—lay plans and make contracts—we give the friends an
opportunity of advising us as soon as possible how much
they estimate they will be able to give to the work for the
coming year. Please remember that this is in no sense a
solicitation. We know that all are glad to give to the best
of their ability, that many have local expenses for class and
other meeds; and yet that all desire to assist the general
work as much as possible—as the Lord hath prospered them.

We are glad to show a safe balance on hand and to report
that the receipts during the past month are encouraging.
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We are governing ourselves accordingly—making preparations
for the wisest and most judicious use of our stewardship.
We doubt not the Lord’s continued interest in the cause
which we all love so much, and his intention to carry to
completion that which we believe he began. Continue to
pray for us, as we always do for you.

Finally, as expressed in the motto text of Brother Rus-
sell’'s selection for 1917: ‘““The Lord bless thee, and keep
thee; the Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious
unto thee; the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and
give thee peace.”—Numbers 6:24-26.

REPORT FROM 1886-1891

We feel sure that all will be greatly interested in a quo-
tation from the first published report—extending from 1886 to
1891-—published in THrR WArcx Tower in the latter year.
We append the part as follows:

‘‘PREACHING THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM''

“The handful of harvest laborers and the money at our
disposal seem insignificant in contrast with the hundreds of
missionaries and the millions of dollars spent by Catholic
and Protestant societies in their support and in publishing
abroad the doctrinal errors handed down from the dark ages,
which tend to pervert and subvert the teachings of the Secrip-
tures. But such is the zeal which the ‘present truth’ in-
spires, that ‘a little one is able to chase a thousand, and
two to put ten thousand to flight.” (Deut. 32:30.) Although
few and untitled, and generally without great worldly learn-
ing—in these respects resembling those sent out by our Lord
with the kingdom message at the first advent—the faithful
band of harvest workers is busily engaged (some giving all
their time and others able to give only a portion of it) in
seeking out the ‘wheat’ class—the sickle of truth which they
bear separating ‘the wheat’ from the ‘tares.

“Few know these colporteurs as the Lord’s real repre-
sentatives, or recognize that dignity which the Lord sees in
their humility and self-sacrifice. Missionaries? No, say the
world and the nominal church, ours are the missionaries,
who go to foreign lands. Yes, says the Lord, these are my
missionaries, charged with a grand mission—to ‘gather my
saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant
with me by sacrifice.’ ‘They shall be mine, saith the Lord, in
the day when I come to make up my jewels’

“Ministers? No, say the world and the nominal church,
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only ours who wear clerical garments and preach from our
pulpits are God’s ministers. Yes, says the Lord, my servants
{ministers) they are because they serve me, dispensing present
truth to my household. I have sent forth the message which
they bear. He that despiseth them despiseth me, and he that
receiveth the sealing in the forehead which I send by them
will know the doctrine, that it is of me. ‘My sheep know my
voice.’

“During the past six years, annual reports of the work
have not been made, for the reason that the reports would
not have shown so well as we would have hiked, and might
have been discouraging rather than encouraging, some years.
Bvt the past year has been so favorable, and the responses
already received to the suggestion in a recent TOWER have
been so encouraging, that we have concluded to report each
year hereafter, good or bad. We accordingly report now the
Towrr MIssIONARY WORK in spreading the Gospel of the
kingdom for the six years past:

“WATCH TOWLR TRACT SOCIETY
“SECRETARY’S REPORT
“FROM JANUARY 1, 1886, To DECEMBER 1, 1891
“EXPENDITURES :
“Paid balance, debt, owing Jan-

uary 1, 1886................. $516.17
“Expended in publishing and ecir-
culating Tracts and sample
copies of WarcH Tower and
in sending TowEr to the Lord’s
POOT ... ... 8,625.03
$9,141.20
“From Old Theology Tract sub-
seriptions ....... ... ... ..., $1,113.63
“From Tract Fund Donations.... 8,027.57
$9,141.20

“It will thus be seen that we started Dec. 1st, 1891, with
an evenly balanced ledger. But since figures are not apt to
come out so exactly, it may be proper to remark that we had
expended considerably more than our receipts, which would
have shown a debt owing; but five friends of the cause sub-
scribed the balance so as to permit us to start the new fiscal
year, beginning Dec. 1st, free from debt.

“Traets published and distributed.......... 841,095”

HARVEST WORK CONTINUES

“Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”—Psalm 50:5.

It was the Lord who said that the gathering-time would be
in the end of the age; that he would then be present as
Master of the harvest; that his colaborers in the harvest field
would be his truly consecrated followers, acting as his mes-
sengers. He furthermore stated that during the harvest time
he would make one “faithful and wise servant ... . ruler
over his household to give them meat in due season.’’—Mat-
thew 24:45.

Since “that Servant” has been gathered into the Garner of
the Lord, should we expect the work of the harvest to cease
immediately? Surely not! We should expect it to continue
until every member of the kingdom class is fully gathered
unto the Lord! The Harvest work consists of two distinct
parts: (1) The promulgation of the kingdom message, which
serves as a trumpet to call the people of God out from Baby-
lon and to draw them closer to the Lord; and (2) the ripen-
ing and perfecting of the saints in character-likeness to the
Master, and their entrance finally into the heavenly home.

“That Servant” means a special messenger to the church
at this time. ‘Meat in due season” means the message of the
kingdom to the church, given at the time the Lord intended
it should be given. The fact that the messenger has been
gathered into the kingdom should in no wise affect the mes-
sage, which remains with the church as food and to be
handed out to other hungry ones, until every one of the
Lord’s little ones has been gathered into the kingdom.

Who, then, will proclaim the message? We answer, Every
truly consecrated child of God who appreciates his or her
privilege. All who are begotten and anointed of the holy
Spirit are commissioned to do this work. (Isaiah 61:1-3)
The message of the kingdom has been put in such form that
everyone who possesses the Master’s spirit may use it for his
own blessing and for the blessing of others. Our full conse-
cration to the Lord means that all of our money, nur time,
strength, influence, everything, is devoted to his cause. What-
ever natural qualifications we thus have for serving the Lord
provide an opportunity for us to serve in whatever place we
are best situated for service.

The volunteers will continue to hand out the precious

“meat in due season” which the Lord has furnished through
his chosen Servant, that thereby some of his people yet in
Babylon may be awakened.

The colporteurs will continue to bear to the hungering
ones the precious Food contained in the Six Volumes of
ScripTURE STUDIES. Evidently such food is all-sufficient for
anyone to make his calling and election sure.

The pilgrim brethren will continue to make their usual
visits to the classes to aid, to teach and comfort them, and
to serve the public as opportunity affords.

Pastoral workers will find much to do in searching out
those who have heard the truth at some public meeting and
who may be needing further assistance in the way of getting
out of Babylon before her downfall.

The elders of the various classes who have the spirit of
the Lord will earnestly co-ocperate with the members of their
respective classes and in helping them to better understand
the Berean lessons. Serving in humility and love and walk-
ing circumspectly, they will contribute much to the develop-
ment in others of the character-likeness of the Master.

The Puoro-DRAMA oF CREaTieN will continue to perform
the portion of the work the Lord intends it to do.

Every truly consecrated child of God will, by his or her
ability and opportunity, daily preach the message. The
world cannot intelligently read and understand the Bible, but
can read and understand the daily life of Christians with
whom they come in contact. ‘Actions speak louder than
words.” As the Lord continues to provide the money, so
shall the Society continue to use it for the promulgation of
the Gospel, looking for and expecting divine wisdom and
guidance in the proper use of it.

ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK

It is recognized that everything must be done decently and
in order; that there must be a regular organization to
properly carry on any work. How, then, may the harvest
work be thus conducted since Brother Russell is no longer in
our midst? Many of the friends throughout the country are
asking this and other questions, and we take pleasure in
answering:
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THE WATcE ToweB BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY was organ-
ized in the year 1884 as a means of putting forth the message
of the kingdom in an orderly and sytematic manner. The Cor-
poration is controlled and managed by its Board of Directors
and officers. The Board of Directors is composed of seven
members. The Charter of the Corporation provides that the
Board of Directors shall be self-perpetuating; that is to say,
when a vacancy occurs by death or resignation the surviving
members are empowered to fill such vacancy. Brother Rus-
sell was a member of the Board of Directors. Two days after
his death the Board met and elected Brother A. N. Pierson as
a member of the Board to fill the vacancy caused by Brother
Russell’s change. The seven members of the Board as now
constituted are A. I. Ritchie, W. E. Van Amburgh, H. C.
Rockwell, J. D. Wright, I. F. Hoskins, A. N. Pierson and
J. F. Rutherford.

The Beard of Directors thereupon provided for an Exec-
utive Committee of three, and elected as that Committee
Brothers A. I, Ritchie, W. E. Van Amburgh and J. F. Ruther-
ford. This Executive Committee has general supervision of
all the work of the Society, both in America and abroad,
subject to the control of the Board of Directors of the
Society.

The Charter of THE WaArcH Tower BiBLE AND TRACT
SocieTY provides that the officers shall be elected annually by
those who have contributed to the funds of the Society, and
that those officers must be elected from among the Board of
Directors. Brother Russell was the President of THE WATCH
TowER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY from its organization until
his death. The next annual election, as provided by the Char-
ter, will be held Saturday, January 6th, 1917, at Pittsburgh,
at which time officers will be elected; viz., a President, Vice
President, and Secretary and Treasurer,

THE WATCH ToweEr BiBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY is the most
wonderful and unusual Corporation on earth. It is the
strongest corporation, not financially, but strong because it
has been, and still is, used of the Lord for the carrying on
of his work. It is unusual in this: that all who are in any
wise connected with it gladly render their services without
salary: those giving all of their time taking only the Lare
necessities of life. It will continue in the same manner as in
the past to spread the Gospel, so long as the Lord indicates
this as his will.

THE WATCH TOWER

This publication is the medium through which the kingdom
message is brought regularly to the members of the “house-
hold.” “That Servant” used this medium to give out the
“meat in due season.” By his last Will and Testament he
provided for the continuance of THE WarcH ToweR by a duly
constituted Editorial Committee. The names of the members
of this Editorial Committee appear upon the title page of
each issue of THE WaTcH TowER. It is the province of this
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Comwmittee to put in proper form and publish, twice each
month, that which goes to the church. THE WATCH TOWER is
not the organ of the Editorial Committee. It is the official
organ of the church. It is the only publication in the world
declaring the presence of the King and announcing the near-
ness of his kingdom. Therefcre, dear brethren, THE WATCH
TOWER is your journal. It is the journal of every one in har-
mony with the present truth, and its publication is for the
benefit of all such. It will continue to publish only that
which is in harmony with what “that Servant” has heretofore
given to the ‘“household of faith.”

Shall we, then, continue to recognize in our class-studies
the Berean Bible lessons prepared by Brother Russell? Shall
we continue to speak in our class-studies of Brother Russell
as the Lord’s Servant who brought “meat in due season to the
household of faith.” Yes, indeed! Why nct? If the Lord
was pleased to use him for many years to give the “meat in
due season,” and the church, then it is still “meat in
due Season,” and the Berean lessons are essential for the
development of those who shall be made partakers of the
kingdom. Should we now disregard the food contained in the
STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES and other publications of THE
WaTcH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY, it would mean that
we were repudiating or disregarding that which the Lord has
graciously provided for our benefit. We must make the dis-
tinction between Brother Russell as a creature and his official
capacity as “that servant” of the Master to give out the
“meat in due season.” To disregard the message would mean
to disregard the Lord.

Let us be courageous and faithful, dear brethren. Let us
remember that in unity there is strength. The Lord will con-
tinue his work until it is finished. He will gather all of his
true children into the Garner in due time. Shall we be of
those thus gathered? That will depend upon whether or not
we hold fast to that which we have; whether or not we
remain loyal to the Lord and to his message of the kingdom.

The Lord’s “faithful and wise servant” finished his work
and left with us his message. His last words to the church,
as set forth in his Will and Testament, show how essential it
is for every one who would enter the kingdom to continue
loyal, and faithfully develop the fruits and graces of the
spirit. He said, “I entreat you all that you continue to
progress and to grow in grace, in knowledge, and above all in
love, the great fruit of the spirit, in its various diversified
forms. I exhort to meekness, not only with the world, but
with one another; to patience with one another and with all
men, to gentleness with all, to brotherly-kindness, to godliness,
to purity. I remind you that all these things are necessary
for us—necessary that we may attain the promised kingdom;
and that the Apostle has assured us that if we do these
things we shall never fail, but that ‘so an entrance shall be
ministered unto us abundantly into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.””

THE HOLY CITY

[Paragraph 10 of this article was a reprint of article entitled “The Heavenly Jerusalem” published in issue of June 1, 1905,
The remainder was a reprint of article entitled “In the Paradise of God” published in issue of June 15,

1901.

Please see the articles named.]

“UNTO US A SON

IS GIVEN”

[This article was a reprint of that entitled “Immanuel and his Dominion” published in issue of December 15, 1905, which
please see.]

CONVENTION AT PITTSBURGH

THE WATcH ToweR BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY is arranging
for a convention at Pittsburgh, Pa., to be held Saturday and
Sunday, January 6th and 7th, 1917. Several of the brethren
from the Brooklyn Tabernacle will be present and address the
convention. The Saturday sessions will be held in CARNEGIF

HALL in Allegheny, and those on Sunday at the Lyceum
Theatre, in Pittsburgh.

Any one desiring to make reservations for accommodation
will please address Dr. W. E. Spill, 2509 Perrysville Ave.,
N. S., Pittsburgh, Pa.

EXAMINATION OF ANSWERS TO V. D. M. QUESTIONS’

The Examining Board expects to complete its work before
the end of the present month; but if for any reason its work
should be delayed a little, we would advise that the election of
any to represent your class as either elders or deacons could

be done on~the same condition as that of the New York Con-
gregation-—subject to a successful examination of the answers
to the questions.

MEMOIRS OF PASTOR RUSSELL

The Society is contemplating the publication, in book
form, of Memoirs of Brother Russell, together with a number

of his sermons.
time,

Further announcement will be made in due
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