
INTERESTING LETTERS
FIERY TRIALS IN BRITAIN BASING

Deab Bkotheb R ussell:—
Greetings and fond love in the Lord! It is now some little 

time since last we wrote you with respect to those of our 
dear brethren who are affected by the Military Service Act 
in this country. We are glad now to report some slight 
improvements in the situation. From the very beginning our 
brethren have claimed exemption from the provisions of the 
Act as Conscientious Objectors, but for a long time the 
Tribunals before which their cases came were not pre­
pared to acknowledge their conscientious objection, one diffi­
culty being that the I. B. S. A. was not known to them. 
But things have changed now and our brethren are finding 
it less hard to secure— as an alternative to Military Service— 
some work of National Importance. At the present time 
five of our brethren have been given absolute exemption, 
twenty-three are in a Non-combatant Corps, one hundred and 
fifty-four have been given work of National Importance, and 
eighty-two have been handed over to the Military and have 
suffered various punishments rather than obey Military or­
ders. With reference to this latter number the Government 
put into operation a scheme whereby these men are to be re­
leased from Prison and— as State servants—be employed in 
work of National Importance, such as road-making, quarrying, 
etc. About thirty of the eighty-two mentioned are already 
thus engaged and about twelve others are at home on parole 
waiting for work to be found for them.

You will be interested to know that the War Office offi­
cials have kindly consented to cancel the papers calling to 
the colors all those brethren who are elders, pending the 
decision of the High Court as to the proper status of our 
elders under the Act. This decision we expect to receive 
about the middle of November. This means, of course, that 
various classes are to receive the benefit of their elders’ serv­
ices meantime. We are grateml to the Lord for this evi­
dence of his loving care for his dear ones in this hour of need.

We need hardly say how keenly we are anticipating fur­
ther opportunities of service that the Lord in his gracious 
purposes may have this side of the veil; and we are looking to 
you as his faithful servant to point out to us such further 
privileges of witness as it may be his good pleasure to provide. 
We believe that the trials through which our beloved brethren 
here have been called upon to pass of late have had a 
mighty, sanctifying influence and have helped us all to be 
still more devoted to our Lord, and prepared to spend and 
be spent in his service— realizing the privilege of being his 
witnesses and suffering, if it be his will, for his name’s sake.

We pray for you, dear Brother, and all our beloved 
brethren associated with you in service for the Lord, that 
he grant you all heavenly wisdom and grace sufficient each 
and every day, so that your labors may ever be to his praise 
and glory.

With much fervent love in him to yourself and all the 
dear colaborers with you, we are,

Your brethren and servants in the Lord,
I. B. S. A.— London, Eng.

You XXXVII

REJOICING AGAIN IN THE LORD
Dear Pastor R ussell:—

Some twenty-five years ago I read Vols. I. and II. of 
Studies in the Scriptures. I found them very interesting, 
but to me at that time not spiritually helpful, so I read only 
part of Vol. III.

Of late years I have been greatly oppressed by the grow­
ing powers of evil in every denomination, and I felt a with­
drawing of the holy Spirit from me. I prayerfully sought 
to know the reason, and my only answer was a direction to 
study the book of Revelation. I tried to do so several times, 
but even with the help of a commentary, I could not under­
stand it. Finally, I thought that if I carefully and prayer­
fully read your books they could not harm me. I did 
so, and looked up every reference and the context, and also 
the history of the world.

The dates from the Bible seemed very conclusive; but 
the Pyramid chapter convinced me, and I resolved that I 
would be guided in the future according to the Studies.

I belonged to the Anglican Church, and had a fair knowl­
edge of its doctrines and those of several denominations; 
and I thought you belonged to one that I did not know about.

While trying in St. John to get other volumes of your 
books, I met with some people who believed as you do. I 
bought the whole set of books and subscribed for The W atch 
Towers.

I rejoice now again in the Lord, and in our dear Savior’s 
second presence.

I have not yet finished all the volumes, but I have taken 
the Vow. and I mean to follow on in the way that God may 
guide. Praise his name!

I wish to thank you for the help I have received through 
your writings, and I mean to do all I can to spread them, and 
speak about the truth.

Your sister in Christ, Elizabeth W utmore.
HOLDING TO FAITH’S ANCHOR

V enerated Brother in tiie Lord:—
While renewing my subscription to The W atch Tower, 

I avail myself of the opportunity to tell you how much its 
semi-monthly calls gladden us. We ever find therein, abund­
antly given, the strong meat necessary to properly maintain 
us as new creatures, that we may grow in all the graces and 
fruits of the spirit.

In spite of the trials and difficulties abounding in these 
perilous times, the condition of our little class is very satis­
factory. Each of ns is holding firmly to the anchor of faith— 
tlie precious promises of our Heavenly Father, which alone 
can protect us against the waves already foaming, roaring 
and threatening to engulf the “mountains.” We make Psalm 
46 ours.

In behalf of the whole ecclcsia here and vicinity, I pre­
sent to you, beloved Brother Russell, this expression of the 
sincere sentiments of our love in the Lord.

Your humble brother in the one hope, Elie T herond.

No. 21BROOKLYN, N. Y., NOVEMBER 1, 1916

‘‘Speaking the truth in
In proportion as any who seek to know God are led to see 

his true character, they have confidence in him. After such 
have come to the point of full consecration to the Lord, they 
rec'lvc the begetting of the holy Spirit, and become o f the 
church class, the sanctified in Christ Jesus, the set apart ones 
—set apart by the holy Spirit. Of these the Apostle Paul 
says, “ God hath not given us the spirit of fear.” The new 
creature must repel every attack of servile fear—which be­
longs to the flesh, the fallen condition. The new mind must 
triumph over this natural tendency, must cultivate trust in 
the Lord.

No man could do more than take away our earthly life. 
No man can take away our future life. “ Fear not them 
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul; but 
rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body.” 
So the child of God is to be very courageous, knowing that 
no one can do him harm, knowing that God will not permit 
anything to come to him that will not be for his good. The 
enlightened child of God would have no fear, or dread, of 
eternal torment. He would still have proper fear such as a 
husband would have toward a wife, or a wife toward a hus­
band—a fear of displeasing or disappointing, and thus losing 
the esteem and confidence of the companion.

In respect to all the brethren we should have such fear.

things, ivhioh is the Head, even Christ.”— Ephesians 4:15.
We should have a filial fear toward God, but not with the 
thought that he would harm us or torment us or do us violence 
of any kind, but fear lest we should lose our fellowship with 
him. So, then, whatever fear we have of a slavish kind is not 
from God. Such fear brings a snare. But love, inspired by 
a true knowledge of God, and begotten of his Spirit, delivers 
ns also from the fear of man, in proportion as this love abounds 
in us.

God has given us the spirit of love, the spirit of a sound 
mind, the spirit of power. The Christian knows that “ all 
things work together for good to them that love God.” This 
is to him a source of power, of strength. Circumstances and 
conditions which would quite overwhelm others, he may expect 
to have. This spirit is not only a spirit of power, but a spirit 
of love—a spirit of kindness and gentleness. It is a spirit 
that loves to do good, to do right, to be helpful. And so the 
Christian with this spirit of love and of a sound mind becomes 
more and more Godlike. This enables him to have more and 
more compassion for those who are out of the way. And as 
God sent his Son, and as the Son came and provided the bless­
ing of life for all at such a great cost to himself, so all who 
have his spirit will strive to bless others.

EVIDENCES OF A SOUND MIND
The fall of Adam has worked ruin to mankind, so that from
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the crown of the head to the sole of the foot there are none 
sound. (Isaiah 1:5, 6) None are sound of mind or body. All 
are out of the way. “ There is none righteous; no, not one.” 
(Romans 3:10) But in proportion as we receive the spirit of 
the Lord, and in proportion as that spirit of the Lord works 
in us and develops us and influences all the conduct of life, 
in that same proportion we receive the spirit of a sound mind.

This soundness of mind will teach us how better to use our 
bodies. A person of unsound mind may either eat too much 
or eat what does not agree with him. In proportion as we 
have a sound mind, it influences what we eat, what we drink, 
and everything we do; it helps to regulate and control every­
thing in life for us. It gives us broad views of all the affairs 
of life. It gives us more generous views of mankind. We 
recognize that mankind are under the curse, and we have a 
feeling of compassion for them. We have much advantage 
every way, because God has opened the eyes of our under­
standing.

This spirit of a sound mind makes us more helpful. We 
know better how to deal with each other as brethren. We 
know better how to deal with our children, with our neighbors, 
with the butcher, with the ice man and with every one else. 
The truth does not come to many of those who are naturally 
soundest of mind, and it takes time for the truth to bring 
in a measure o f soundness. But we notice that when one re­
ceives the truth in the love of it, it has a healing effect on his 
mind. He will begin to think more correctly and to act more 
wisely.

Then he will desire to proclaim the truth. The truth is to 
be spoken humbly, but fearlessly. The Christian is not at 
liberty to speak contrary to the truth. If he is a professed 
minister of the Gospel, when the truth reaches him, he is not 
at liberty to continue to preach error just because the congre­
gation appointing him might not desire the truth. A worldling 
in that pulpit would have no qualms of conscience. He would 
say, “ I am giving these people the very things they want. 
They are paying my salary.”  That would be his attitude 
because he had not received the spirit of the truth.

One who had received the spirit of the truth would say, 
“ I now see that some of the things I have been preaching for 
years are injurious, dishonoring to God, misrepresenting his 
character, and more or less turning people away from the 
truth. I have been teaching error, the very opposite of what 
I wish to do; I cannot longer dispense these errors. I am not 
the ambassador of this denomination; I am the ambassador 
of God. I am not the servant o f this denomination; I am the 
servant of God, of the truth. I f  I should preach error, that 
which would be contrary to the truth, I would be guilty before 
God. I must stop immediately.”

Such a person would lose his standing—honor amongst 
men, favor, influence, etc. But all this is not to be considered. 
St. Paul says that these things are all but as loss and dross, 
are but vile refuse, if  we can only win a place in the kingdom. 
Then we shall have won the “ pearl of great price.”  So, then, 
the speaking of the truth is essential to the Christian. In his 
own heart, of course, he must have it enshrined. When he has 
received the truth into his heart, he will esteem it a blessed 
privilege to speak it.

Our tongue is the most powerful member of our body. Its 
influence is the greatest of all— the most far-reaching. It 
may be an influence for good or for injury. The Apostle says 
that with the same tongue we may praise God and injure men. 
To speak the truth, to confess Christ before men, either pub­
licly or privately, is a great privilege. But in order to be a 
servant pleasing to the Lord, we must speak the truth in love 
and without fear.

In this connection the Apostle calls attention to the fact 
that we are not to expect to be mature in these respects at the 
beginning of our Christian way. When we first enter the 
family of God, less might reasonably be expected of us than 
after we had been in the family for some time. We as dear 
children o f God are to grow in the likeness of our dear Elder 
Brother, our Pattern, our Head. We are to “grow up into 
him in all things.” We are to recognize that he is the Head 
of the church. And if  we are to be members of that body in 
glory, we must be developed. We are to mature in the fruits 
of the holy Spirit, that we may be qualified and prepared to 
share in future that glorious kingdom which is to bless the 
world.

“ EXPRESSION DEEPENS IMPRESSION”
We are to exercise our function of ambassadorship—we are 

to “ show forth the praises of him who hath called us out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.”  And in telling this mes­
sage courageously and lovingly we should grow in grace and in 
knowledge. We are to proclaim the truth, and at the same 
time to grow and develop in character. Why attain a growth

of character? Because it will make us more like God. “ God 
is love.” He has other qualities; but this quality of love is 
the especially predominating, the overruling quality of his 
character. God’s justice operates in conjunction with his love, 
and his wisdom would not attempt to carry out any plans that 
love would not approve.

And so as we grow, the quality of love should be more and 
more manifest. The truth is to be spoken in love. This is 
one of the things we should attain earliest. We are to curb, 
to bridle, our tongues. We are to see that our words are lov­
ing, kind, gentle. Speaking the truth in love, we shall not 
only be accomplishing more for others, but the lesson will 
also thus be more impressed upon our own minds. It has been 
well said that “ expression deepens impression.” Whoever ap­
preciates and speaks forth these things of God in love will 
receive a blessing in his own heart and mind. In helping 
others he will be helping himself. “ He that watereth shall be 
watered also himself.”

NATURAL QUALITIES THAT NEED RESTRAINT
We see a difficulty in this respect in some of the stronger 

characters that come into Christ. There are characters that 
have less combativeness naturally, who would not be inclined 
to bring force to bear upon- others in connection with their 
ambassadorship. I f  their message did not seem to be favor­
ably received, they would be likely to feel, “ They do not like 
this, so I will not talk on that subject.” But those who have 
more combativeness are liable to manifest the force of their 
disposition in the way they present the truth. They might be 
too forceful; they might place the matter before others as an 
obligation.

But we are to remember that consecration is not now a 
compulsory matter. It is an invitation. By and by force will 
be needed. The ones who are now sought are merely those 
who have the ear to hear; and such need only to have the word 
of counsel. I f  any use too great force in presenting the mes­
sage, the Great King would not be so well served, and hence 
would not be so well pleased.

Others may have great approbativeness. They might have 
pride and wish to show off in the way of language, or in their 
skill in handling the Sword of the Spirit. They might give 
out the message with the idea of rousing in others the thought, 
“ See how much he knows; he is a wonderful digger in the 
Bible.”  This seems to be a temptation to many. They seem 
to like to be in the lime-light, just as others like to keep out 
of the lime-light. The one might have to force himself in 
order to go and speak the truth in public as an ambassador; 
while the other would have to curb himself somewhat in this 
respect. The only way for the latter to do is to learn to speak 
the truth in humility, in love—the love of the truth, the love 
of the brethren. It is God’s plan, we have nothing whereof 
to boast. We are always to present his plan in meekness, gen­
tleness, brotherly-kindness, love.

The Apostle Paul urges that we “ consider one another, to 
provoke unto love and to good works.”  The word provoke 
here means to stimulate, to call forth. Love is not easily 
called forth to anger. It is longsuffering. We might say, 
strictly speaking, that it is not the quality of love that would 
be moved to anger. Yet righteous anger is not incompatible 
with love. God is the highest representation we have of love 
— “God is love.”  Yet the Scriptures assure us that God is 
angry with the wicked every day. His anger is righteous in­
dignation against sin.

Looking to God as the Great Example, we see that his 
love was manifested toward his creatures in the beginning. 
It was love for humanity that provided the Garden o f Eden 
with all its blessings and its perfect life, just as for the angels 
his love provided for all their blessings. But when sin came 
in, love stepped back; in other words, justice was the special 
attribute of God then manifested. Yet it was for the good 
of mankind that there should be this punishment for sin. 
Even here God’s love persisted, though man had by sin become 
an opponent o f God— an enemy of God; and love was pro­
voked to anger.

The Lord said through the Prophet, “ Why have they pro­
voked me to anger?” (Jeremiah 8:19) Many Scriptures
speak of God’s anger. The anger of God has been against 
sin. It has been resting upon the world for six thousand 
years. But the love of God has not been violated by this; 
therefore love can be provoked to anger.

“ Love is not easily provoked.” It required the act of in­
tentional disobedience on the part of Father Adam to provoke 
God to anger. It was not because Mother Eve was deceived 
that the sentence came upon the world. The anger of God came 
upon the world, and the sentence of death was pronounced, 
because of Father Adam’s sin, which was committed with full 
knowledge. During these six thousand years o f sin God’s
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love has been in abeyance, so to speak, provoked to the point 
of withholding its manifestation.

But all the while God’s character has not changed. He did 
not cause the diabolical conditions which prevailed in the 
dark ages. Love would never sanction sin. “ The wages of 
sin is death.”  And everything that goes with death is a part 
of that penalty, that sentence. But God has permitted these 
conditions for man’s ultimate good. This love of God, held 
in abeyance,- has bided its time to manifest itself to our race.

In due time God sent forth his Son to be man’s Eedeemer. 
He came and gave his life a willing sacrifice for human sin. 
In due time the call went forth to gather the church. And 
this church is being gathered— during this Gospel age. In due 
time the church will be exalted in kingdom glory. In due 
time that kingdom will lift up from sin and degradation all 
those of mankind who are willing to accept life on God’s 
terms. CULTIVATION OF LOVE ESPECIALLY NEEDFUL

How earnestly we need to watch and pray, that we may 
indeed be fitted for our great future work! There is a danger 
that love will not be sufficiently strong in us; for by reason of 
the fall sin and selfishness have come to be preponderating in­
fluences. These principles, having the ascendancy, and operat­
ing for six thousand years, have made man very lacking in 
love, sympathy, brotherly-kindness and long-suffering. Now 
there is a greater natural tendency toward anger, malice, strife, 
hatred, than toward love. Consequently, when God accepts 
us into his family he tells us that one of the first require­
ments is love. Love must grow in our hearts and minds; it 
must permeate all our thoughts, words and actions.

The Apostle in speaking of love as respects the church 
assures us that if we would be pleasing to the Lord we must 
develop this grace richly. Those who possess this quality in 
goodly measure will not be easily provoked to anger. Those 
who possess little love will be easily angered. The love which 
the Lord appreciates is long-suffering. This does not mean 
that there would not be proper occasions for anger in God’s 
people. There should be a feeling Of righteous indignation 
when we see injustice. Why? Because injustice is wrong. 
God is angry with injustice; and so God’s people should have 
no sympathy with injustice in any form.

I f  the Lord’s people do not cultivate the quality of jus­
tice, they will get into that attitude where they will not ap­

preciate justice at all. While knowing what is right and what 
is wrong, and while appreciating justice, we are to cultivate 
the quality of love. None can say that his own estimate of 
justice is altogether right and the other man’s is entirely 
wrong. None can say, “ I do not need to cultivate this quality, 
but my brother needs it.”  But each should think, “ Here is a 
brother—perhaps he labors under greater disadvantages than 
I have to strive against. He is a brother of mine according to 
the spirit. He seems to me to be doing wrong, but I sympa­
thize with him because he probably does not see that it is 
wrong. On the other hand, it is possible that I may be wrong 
myself.”  l e t  US HAVE SYMPATHY FOR ALL MEN

God has no sympathy with sin. But he has so much sym­
pathy for the sinner that he has provided his Son to uplift the 
sinners, and has set apart a thousand years for the work of 
uplift. We note injustice. We ought to note it. But it is 
not for us to flay, to inflict the punishments. It is for us to 
leave the punishments to the Almighty. We are, therefore, 
to “ judge nothing before the time.”  We see wrongs com­
mitted. We say, “ I know that to be a crime; but it is not for 
me to settle with the criminal. God knows to what extent he 
is responsible; I do not. It is my duty to look at him from 
the standpoint of sympathy. It is my duty to pray for him 
and to assist him all in my power—out of his wrong views 
into right views. But even in this I am to be wise as a serpent, 
harmless as a dove. I may know that such conduct is wrong, 
but I cannot know as to the individual — how wrong he 
may be.”

So love looks out and sees that the whole world is in much 
difficulty through the fall. And love says, “ Be gentle toward 
all—be meek. I am ever to remember that we are in a world 
of sin, pain, sickness, death.” From this viewpoint love will 
not be easily provoked, but will think kindly and sympatheti­
cally of others. So, dear brethren, let us grow up into our 
glorious head in all things, until, made perfect and complete, 
we are “ presented faultless before the presence of his glory, 
with exceeding joy.”— Jude 24.

“ The time is short! Then be thy heart a brother’s
To every heart that needs thy help in aught.

How much they need the sympathy of others!
The time, the time is short!”

PRESENTING THE MESSAGE OF THE KINGDOM
“Into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house;  and if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon

i t ;  but if not, it shall turn to you again.” —Luke 10:5, 6
When our Lord Jesus sent forth the seventy to proclaim 

the Gospel of the kingdom, the above words were a part of the 
instruction which he gave them. He sent them out without 
special preparation in the way of money or extra clothing.
They were to find those in Israel who would have an ear for 
God’s message then due to be presented—the “ Israelites in­
deed.”  These would gladly entertain them free of charge.
In this respect Oriental countries are somewhat different from 
those of the Occident. Hospitality is more characteristic of 
the people of the Far East than of those of Europe and Amer­
ica. This was true of Palestine in the days of Jesus.

When the seventy returned from their mission, our Lord 
asked them whether they had lacked anything. They replied 
that they had lacked nothing at all. Jesus had instructed 
them that their message was to be a house-to-house message 
—not a public one— not given in the streets or in the public 
squares. The disciples were to go about seeking the worthy 
of each city which they visited. When they came to a house, 
they were first to say, “ Peace be to this house!” If they were 
kindly received, their peace was to abide ; if not, their peace 
was to return to them; it should not rest upon that house.

This form of salutation sounds rather peculiar to us; for 
it is not our custom to use this style of greeting. But it is 
still customary in Eastern countries to salute one another thus, 
not only in the houses, but in the street or by the way. People 
will say to one another, “ Peace be to you this morning.”
Nearly every one salutes, and nearly all say something of this 
kind. We remember how surprised we were when visiting 
Palestine first, in 1892. Our guide was well known in that 
country; and as we passed along the street people would ad­
dress him in the Arabic language, and he would reply. We 
afterwards asked him, “ What did they say to you?” He an­
swered that they said, “ Peace be unto you;” or, “ God’s bless­
ing be with you.” We were surprised that the people there 
would so generally speak in this gracious manner. We could 
scarcely turn into a road without receiving some kind of salu­
tation.

We have something akin to this, however, in our salutation,
“ Good day,”  or “ How do you do?” or, “ We wish you good day,”

etc. These phrases express much the same sentiment. In the 
case of Jesus’ disciples their salutation was to prove a test to 
the people as they went from house to house throughout Israel. 
I f  they were well received, they were to abide at the house 
where they had been made welcome, and not change from house 
to house during their stay in the place. I f  the people mani­
fested no interest in them or their message, they were to pro­
ceed on their journey. I f  they should go over a whole city 
this way, and find no one really to welcome them, no one to 
lend an ear as they proclaimed, “ The kingdom of God is at 
hand,” they were to leave the place, figuratively shaking the 
dust of that city from their feet. I f  the people said, “ Tell 
us about it,” they were to enter the house and tell them about 
Jesus, his great commission, his miracles, etc. When their 
message was delivered, they were to let their peace abide with 
the family and hasten on their way.

Today conditions are different. To follow the method of 
the early disciples would not now accomplish the purpose. 
With us it is much better to take with us some tracts, or to sell 
to the people at a moderate price some literature, which will 
stir up their interest and fix it, which will give them the nec­
essary information about the kingdom soon to be established 
in a much fuller manner than in the days of our Lord’s first 
advent. At that time it was to be set up in the hearts of a 
few; now it is to be set up in power and great glory over all 
the earth. We are to go with a message of peace, however, 
as did the early disciples—the message of the kingdom of 
peace. PROPER DEMEANOR OF GOD’ S m e s s e n g e r s

It is not the great time of trouble that constitutes our 
message. We are to tell the glad tidings of the Gospel which 
shall be unto all people, and o f the times of restitution soon 
to be ushered in. The time of trouble, if referred to at all, 
should be mentioned only as a necessary accompaniment of 
the change of dispensations because of the world’s unprepared­
ness for the kingdom and its blessings. As we go along in 
our work of proclamation, we would very properly keep in 
mind that we are peace-makers, not breeders of strife and 
contention. Some of us might be taken for strife-breeders if 
we were not very careful how we present the message. We
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are to seek so far as possible to promote peace, to tell the 
people about God’s love, mercy and goodness. As we do this 
in love, we find and reach the very class which the Lord now 
designs to reach. He is not now seeking the froward. He is 
seeking a special class, the bride class.

I f  we are wise, we shall take heed to the special features 
of the message. It is a message of peace and good will. It is 
to point men in the right direction— that is, those who are 
of the proper class. The message is not now for the swinish, 
for the quarrelsome, for the selfish and wicked. It is for the 
humble, the teachable, the honest-hearted. I f  any refuse our 
message, we are not to manifest antagonism or bitterness. 
We are not to say, “ Some day you will wish you had heard 
m e!” This is not our business. It was particularly said of 
our Master that when he was reviled he reviled not again.

Some might say, “ But did not our Lord, when opposed by 
the Scribes and Pharisees and Doctors of the Law, use very 
plain language to them! Did he not call them hypocrites, 
whited sepulchres and vipers?”  This is true; but we are to 
remember that our Lord Jesus was in a position of authority 
which we do not occupy. He was perfect, too, “ knew what 
was in man,”  and could make no mistake in respect to the 
heart-conditions o f each of his opponents. This is not true 
of us. Moreover, when Jesus used this language he addressed 
a class, and not an individual. When we have presented the 
message of the Lord faithfully, we are to feel that we have 
done our duty; and we should leave the results with the Lord 
of the harvest. The truth itself is a sharp sword, and will do 
all the cutting necessary. Moreover, it should be the truth 
itself that causes the opposition wherever it is found, and not 
any rudeness or unkindness of word or act on our part. All 
with whom we come in contact should be able to see by our 
sweetness of spirit, by our patience under provocation, that 
we have indeed “ been with Jesus” and learned of him.—Acts 
4:13.

The “ peace of God which passeth all understanding” should 
have such control of each one who would represent the Lord 
and his message, that a hallowed influence would go with each, 
especially in every service rendered and every word spoken in 
the name of the Prince of Peace. The character of his true 
people is described by the Master himself. They who would 
be properly termed the children of God should be peace-mak­
ers. He declared that these were blessed. The Apostle Paul 
also urges, “ So far as lieth in you live peaceably with all 
men.” (Romans 12:18) It is not possible to live peaceably 
with all and still be true to the principles of righteousness, 
but the interests of peace should be conserved in every proper 
way by the Lord’s representatives.

Upon entering any house, our thought should be to do 
good, to carry blessing, to exercise an influence favorable to 
the peace, joy and uplift o f those within—not by preaching 
at them, but by simply, unobtrusively presenting our message. 
If, as the Lord’s ministers, we should be rebuffed and dis­
dained, not welcomed, we should be careful not to intrude our­
selves further. In this figurative sense we would wipe off the 
very dust from our feet, hastening away to find those whose 
hearts are hungry for the Word of grace; for if the truth is 
properly, lovingly presented, and meets with no response, the 
Father would not have us violate the proprieties of courtesy 
by imposing ourselves upon those who are unappreciative.

BEGGING FOR THE LORD NOT AUTHORIZED
The disciples of Jesus who were sent forth to preach the 

kingdom message were not to go from house to house as beg­
gars, to get a meal here and a lodging there; but were to 
expect that if the Lord had guided them providentially to those 
who received them, he meant to give their hosts a blessing 
proportionate to the cost of their brief entertainment. They 
were not to consider these hospitalities in the light of alms; 
for as the Lord’s representatives they were there to confer 
blessings greater far than they would receive, and as common 
laborers even the service they rendered should be worth at 
least their keep. This principle was to apply not only to a 
house, but to a city. They were not to be fastidious, but to 
accept such hospitalities as were proffered them; and if this 
meant no hospitality, they were to leave the city and go to 
one where they would be received and their message given a 
reasonable hearing. The Lord’s servants are not in any sense 
to be beggars, not to beg for the Lord.

Verse 9 o f the chapter from which our text is taken might

at first sight appear to be applicable to the Jewish harvest 
only; but not so. There is spiritual as well as physical sick­
ness, and the Lord’s ambassadors of today should consider it to 
be their mission, their business, to open blind eyes, to unstop 
deaf ears, and to assist the spiritually sick by pouring the 
balm of Gilead upon bruised and broken hearts. It is proper 
now, as then, to declare to all people, “ The kingdom of God 
is come nigh unto you.”  This announcement has not been 
proper all through the age, but has been appropriate merely 
in the ends, or harvests, of the two ages.

MESSAGE OF TRUTH MAKING A SEPARATION
We have now come to the end of the time which God set 

apart for the gathering of spiritual Israel; and the proclama­
tion is now due, Behold, the king is at the door! This mes­
sage has been going forth from the wise virgins for the last 
forty years, and has been separating the wise from the foolish. 
This work is now nearly finished. As in the days when our 
Lord walked from city to city in Israel, proclaiming the call 
of the new dispensation to joint-heirship in the kingdom, he 
declared to the cities that rejected his message, “ It will be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the 
day of judgment than for you” (Matthew 10:15), so we may 
expect it to be now. Those who have been favored with the 
message of truth and have turned a deaf ear, while still pro­
fessing to be followers o f Christ, and perhaps teaching in his 
name, will find the conditions of the incoming age less favor­
able to them than to heathen peoples who have never heard the 
true message of God, the Gospel of the kingdom, the estab­
lishment of which is now very near.

These heathen will probably fall in line with the kingdom 
conditions and requirements more readily and with fewer 
stripes than will those whose hearts have been more or less 
hardened because of sinning against light and opportunity, 
and because of refusing to hear and properly weigh the evi­
dences presented to them by the Lord’s messengers. Some who 
in this life have enjoyed high position in the Jewish and in 
the Christian systems will be greatly humbled in the coming 
time, when in Christ’s kingdom, judgment will be laid to the 
line, “ and righteousness to the plummet, and the hail shall 
sweep away the refuge of lies”  (Isaiah 28:17), and when all 
evils and deceptions now practised shall be exposed and over­
thrown. Many then, we fear, will be the stripes that some 
of these will receive before they are brought into a humble, 
teachable, obedient condition of heart.

In the days or months yet remaining until the completion 
of our work here in the flesh, let us be worthy exponents of 
the precious truth and worthy representatives of him whose 
name we bear. There is danger that those who have not been 
long in the narrow way, and have as yet learned but partially 
the lessons of meekness, gentleness, patience and love, may 
not always leave a sweet, helpful influence in the homes which 
they enter. There is danger that there may be evil-speaking, 
backbiting, evil insinuations against others, ungentleness of 
word or conduct, impatience, etc. The influence of such, even 
though they may be pupils in the school of Christ, is carnal, 
highly injurious to spiritual development, injurious to the 
growth of the various fruits of the spirit' in themselves and in 
others who are seeking to walk in the right ways, directed by 
the Lord in his Word.

How important it is that all who have named the name of 
Christ, who have entered his school, should apply themselves 
well to the lessons set for us by our great Teacher! How im­
portant it is that we who have made a covenant with the Lord, 
should walk worthy of our great vocation, and not be a re­
proach to him whose cause we have espoused! There are no 
people upon the face of the earth who should so exemplify in 
their daily walk and conversation the precious fruits and 
graces of the holy Spirit of God as should those who have been 
led out of darkness into the marvelous light of the Lord. We 
believe that we are earnestly desirous of thus glorifying our 
Lord and of showing him our gratitude and appreciation for 
his loving-kindness to us.

The church is today “ as a city set upon a hill, which can­
not be hid.”  Much is expected of us, even by our opponents. 
Much is surely expected of us by our Lord. Then let us be 
faithful, dear brethren, in word, in act, in all our deportment. 
Thus shall we honor the name of our God and of our Savior 
and King, whom we hope soon to see face to face.

NOTE A  CORRECTION
In Oct. 15 T ow er , page 312, referring to three classes for 

whom Jesus becomes Surety of Guarantee, the reading should 
be:

“ Our great Advocate, the High Priest, having endorsed for 
all of these, will thus be ultimately free from all liability for

them in that tney all will have died according to the flesh and 
none o f them will receive or retain restitution rights or privi­
leges. Those restitution blessings will be fully and completely 
released when the last member of the spirit-begotten shall have 
gone into death.”
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“THE HOUR OF
Is it in vain that the Lord instructed his people that the 

closing time of this Gospel age would be an “ hour of tempta­
tion” coming upon the whole world. (Revelation 3 :10) Surely 
we have not been taught of the Lord in vain! and so, all 
loyal to him are buckling on the breastplate, the helmet and 
the sandals, and are taking the sword and the shield. I f  we 
have not yet entered into fierce conflicts, we know that we are 
to expect them; and we should be prepared, and have such 
practise and experience as would enable us to acquit ourselves 
valiantly in “ the hour of temptation.”

Since we are instructed that this “hopr of temptation” 
cometh upon the whole world, as well as upon the church, w'e 
perceive that it must be something in the air, as it were, that 
would affect everybody. We believe that this temptation is a 
thing spreading itself gradually in every direction; and the 
Master assured us that unless these days would be cut short 
by the establishment of his kingdom in' the hands of the elect, 
no flesh would survive.

We understand this to mean that the spirit of selfishness 
and ambition, which is already operating among the nations 
and driving them insanely to war for commercial supremacy, 
is the spirit which will increase more and more, and will in­
volve everybody, everywhere. This spirit is seen in the strikes, 
etc., of our own land—everybody anxious to serve self, and 
willing to fight for honors, privileges, positions, etc.

But we are more interested in the church and in seeing how 
this “ hour of temptation” will involve the Lord’s people. What 
we are about to write is far from what we would prefer, but 
it seems to be our duty as respects the Lord’s cause and people. 
We believe that a great crisis is upon the Bible students; and 
that the sooner it is discerned, the more successfully it may 
be passed. It may mean divisions; but as the Apostle re­
marked, divisions are sometimes necessary that the approved 
course and the approved doctrines and the approved methods 
may be discerned, and that the true teachers be the more 
fully appreciated.— 1 Corinthians 11:18, 19.

Before mentioning the sad feature, we mention one for 
general encouragement; namely, that, so far as we can dis­
cern, through intercourse with the friends at conventions, etc., 
there was never a time when the rank and file of Bible stu­
dents possessed such a spirit of meekness, gentleness, patience, 
love, intelligence, faith, joy, as now.

“ TAKE HEED TO YOURSELVES”
It causes real grief to write that much of the difficulty and 

danger to the church seems to lie at the door of the elders and 
deacons—not all, thank God, but apparently a small minority 
of them, judging from the queries which come to the Office 
from time to time from the bewildered sheep, who seek advice 
as to their proper course. The true, loyal servants in the 
church should be all the more appreciated by the Lord’s people 
in proportion as they realize the difference between true elders 
and deacons and those who are untrue. Nor are we writing 
with a view to the discouragement of the unfaithful, but 
rather to open their eyes to the true situation, that perchance 
they may be recovered out of the snare of the adversary and 
become helpers of the Lord’s Flock, instead of hinderers.

So far as we are able to judge, the same conditions prevail 
today amongst Bible students which the Apostle pointed out 
to the elders of the church of Ephesus when he charged them: 
“ Take, therefore, heed unto yourselves and all the Flock, over 
which the holy Spirit hath made you overseers, to feed the 
church of God which he hath purchased with the blood of his 
own [Son].”  Acts 20:28) St. Paul’s prophecy came true: 
“After my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among 
you, not sparing the Flock. Also of your own selves shail 
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 
after them. Therefore watch, and remember that by the space 
of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day 
with tears. And now, Brethren, I commend you to God, and to 
the Word of his grace.”—Acts 20:29-32.

COURSE OF TWO OF GOD’ S SERVANTS CONTRASTED
As it was ambition which first misled Lucifer, and con­

verted a glorious servant of God into an adversary, so it is 
his spirit that has been dangerous all the way down. The 
spirit of our Master was the very reverse of this. “ He hum­
bled himself, even unto death,” in the doing of the will of the 
Father. We see nothing of the spirit of pride or ambition or 
self-seeking of any sort in our Master. We are warned by 
the Apostle to humble ourselves after his example, if we desire 
to be exalted with him in his kingdom.

But how many seem to forget entirely these Scriptures, 
which we so frequently bring to the attention of the Lord’s 
people as essential to our attaining to any position in the 
kingdom! From reports given us, a horrible state of affairs 
prevails in some classes when an election is to be held. The 
servants of the church attempt to be rulers, dictators—some­
times even holding the chairmanship of the meeting with the
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TEMPTATION”
apparent object of seeing that they and their special friends 
shall be elected as elders and deacons. We have heard of 
eases in which an elder refused to apeak to one of the congre­
gation because the latter had not voted for him. Yet doubt­
less that very elder would think himself the personification of 
modesty, humility and meekness.

Oh, for shame that such a spirit should have any place 
amongst those who have any knowledge of the teachings of 
God’s Word and of the conditions upon which we may hope for 
joint-heirship with the Master! Of course, there are various 
degrees of brazen-facedness in such matters. Some quietly 
try to take advantage of the class by having the election at 
some time which is especially favorable to them and their 
friends. Others seek to pack the meeting with their friends, 
bringing in comparative strangers, who have no thought of 
being regular in attendance at the class, but come merely as 
an act of friendship to vote for one o f their friends.

Additionally, it may generally be expected that such as 
manifest an ambition of this kind to be leaders and teachers 
and to ignore the principles of the golden rule, as well as the 
special instructions for the new creation, are generally the ones 
who bring in false doctrines. The same ambitious spirit of the 
adversary which leads them to strive for honor in the class 
seems to lead them on to pose as great teachers—bringers 
forth of new light. This also, the Apostle explains, is a char­
acteristic of Satan. He says, “ What wonder if he transforms 
himself into an angel of light”— makes himself to appear a 
leader amongst the children of light.—2 Corinthians 11:14.

In many cases, the classes are solely to blame, according 
to their own statement. In some instances, persons have been 
elected to eldership who had not even made a profession of 
consecration to the Lord or who had not symbolized their con­
secration. Why? Because the class happened to be without 
any special talent, and the one who was not a brother at all, 
not a new creature in Christ, was chosen because he had some 
speaking talent. What could be expected from such a one 
being exalted to the position of a teacher amongst Bible stu­
dents? We could expect only injury to the cause and injury 
to the person thus pushed forward contrary to the directions 
of the Lord’s Word. I f  the natural man cannot receive the 
things of the spirit himself, how could he communicate things 
of the spirit to the Lord’s consecrated ones? How could we 
expect the Lord to guide such a one, who had not given over 
his life to be a footstep-follower of the Lord and to be in­
structed by his Word?

The selection of improper leaders is evidently a sin, and 
quite a reflection against the classes who have the improper 
leaders. How could such get into positions to represent the 
Lord’s people, except by the latter’s votes? When will the 
Lord’s people learn that ability to talk in public is only one 
of the qualifications of an elder? Time and again we have 
noted how the Lord’s cause has I k h u i  hindered, and spirituality 
amongst the brethren has been stifled, by attempts to imitate 
the nominal church in putting forward persons glib of tongue, 
lacking in spirituality.

In such a case, is it not pride on the part of the class—a 
desire to make a fair show in the flesh before the world? I f  
not, why do they elect such persons? I f  they have made a 
mistake, why do they not at once rectify it in a quiet and 
positive manner? When elders seek to bring the class under 
their power and control and succeed, does it not show that 
the class lacks the very quality that the Lord tells us he de­
sires to see—courage, overcoming? And does the class not in­
jure such a would-be ruler, as well as itself, by permitting him 
to succeed in his unscriptural methods?

“ DECEIVING AND BEING DECEIVED”
We have already alluded to the ambitious and selfish spirit 

in the world leading on to anarchy; and we have just pointed 
out how the same selfish, ambitious spirit is leading on to 
anarchy in the church. We foresee a time of trouble for the 
world upon this score, and a time of trouble also for the 
church. The world cannot purge itself o f this class; for the 
leaders and the led have the worldly spirit, which is sure to 
wax worse and worse. But not so in the church of Christ. 
Ours is the spirit of the Master, the spirit of loyalty to truth, 
the spirit of the golden rule, the spirit of brotherly love, the 
spirit of liberty and helpfulness, the spirit of fidelity to what 
we believe to be the truth. It is inexcusable for the church, 
possessed of this spirit, to continue under the domination of 
ambitious men (and sometimes ambitious women). I f  they 
have not been conducting their class affairs along proper lines, 
should they not begin at once? We believe that this is the 
time in which to set the house of the Lord in order.

But some one will say, “ We would have a great disturb­
ance if we attempted to do anything contrary to the wishes of 
those who have fastened themselves upon us as our leaders 
and rulers. To make a move at all, would endanger a division
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of the class, and how could we think of anything which would 
result in that catastrophe?”

But, we inquire, which would be the better, to have a 
smaller class operating along the lines which the Lord has in­
dicated, or a larger class upholding principles contrary to the 
Lord’s provision, injuring themselves, hindering their influ­
ence, and encouraging as a leader one who is either a “ wolf” 
or else a “ sheep” which has been mistakenly misled into the 
wolf spirit? We encourage all the dear brethren who are in 
such trouble to be very heroic; to see that they do nothing 
from strife or vain-glory, but everything in the spirit of meek­
ness and love, that they may get back again to the liberty 
wherewith Christ made free, and be not again entangled in any 
human bondage.

REMEMBER DOCTRINAL TESTS ALSO
Repeatedly Bible students write us that their elders try to 

hinder them from the use of the W atch  T ower Society ’s 
publications as textbooks in Bible study. Some of these elders 
go so far as to tell the classes that they are out of harmony 
with many of the things in these textbooks. Sometimes, as 
rulers, they forbid the use of these in the classes. We are 
asked what should be done under such circumstances.

We reply, Let those who wish to follow such leaders do so 
—that is their right. We shall wish them well. But let us 
not follow with them nor submit for a moment to such arrange­
ments. It is the height of impertinence for such a leader to 
intrude himself in such a manner, and attempt to tell the 
church what they shall and what they shall not do. As the 
power of election is in the hands of the church, so the power 
of dismission is in their hands. We recommend that such 
classes vote to dismiss such an elder from his position of serv­
ice, telling him kindly that his services are no longer desired. 
Perhaps with a back seat for a while, and an opportunity for 
thinking over the matter, he may be benefited himself, and the 
class also be greatly helped forward by taking such a stand 
— no matter whether there be no other person in the class able 
to address a public meeting or accustomed to leading classes. 
Far better would it be to appoint any one of your number to 
act as chairman, or to take turns in the matter of opening 
and closing meetings—anything to preserve your liberty and to 
continue the work of worship and study along proper lines.

Let us make a discrimination between the positive teachings 
of the Bible— the doctrines of Christ—and the slightly variant 
ways o f expressing those doctrines. We are not to expect any 
two persons to use exactly the same words; but there are cer­
tain doctrines which are fast and immovable from the view­
point of the majority of Bible students. Any one not in good 
harmony with those pretentions should not be encouraged in 
the slightest degree, but, on the contrary, should be discour­
aged. I f  he has different views, do not persecute him—do not 
follow the style of the dark ages, but follow the proper course 
of letting him “ flock to himself,” or with as many as prefer 
to view matters as he views them.

We have not given such strong advice heretofore; but we 
perceive that many of the dear sheep are being troubled, hin­
dered of development, and imposed upon. We see that pro­
portionately such elders and deacons are growing more bold, 
and hence the need is the greater that all who do have the 
right spirit, and who realize that under the Lord’s guidance 
in our study of the divine plan of the ages, we have not been 
following “ cunningly devised fables,”  should now take a posi­
tive stand for the good of themselves, for the good of the 
leaders who manifest a wrong spirit, and for the good of the 
public, who are inquiring for the way of the Lord as never 
before.

While we are encouraging positiveness and courage, we are 
not wishing to encourage a spirit of strife, or of nagging and 
fault-finding amongst the faithful servants of the Lord who 
do manifest the humble spirit and who do accord the class 
its rights and liberties and who seek to “ serve well.” Again 
we repeat, “ Let nothing be done through strife or vain-glory, 
but all to the glory of God,” and with the sole object in view 
o f purging the church of the influence of those who never should 
have been chosen, or having been chosen in proper condition, 
have since manifested a perverted and ambitious spirit. Again 
we counsel for these positiveness, but kindness and, if they 
repent, mercy—with a view possibly to restoring them to con­
fidence later on. The Apostle wrote, “ I hear that there are 
divisions among you; and I partly believe it. For there must 
also be heresies among you, that they which are approved may 
be made manifest among you.” (1 Corinthians 11:18, 19) 
Here the division evidently must come; and evidently the 
sooner it comes, the better it will be for the truth and for all 
who love it.

“ B Y  M Y  SPIRIT, SAITH THE LORD”
We should never forget the Apostle’s instruction, “ The

natural man reeeiveth not the things o f  the spirit of God, 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually dis­
cerned.”  (1 Corinthians 2:14) Additionally, experience dem­
onstrates to us that even after we have been begotten of the 
holy Spirit, our ability to understand spiritual things depends, 
not only upon our study of the Scriptures, which are able to 
make us wise, but also upon the measure of the holy Spirit 
which we possess. Hence the Apostle’s exhortation, “ Be ye 
filled with the Spirit!”—Ephesians 5:18.

This means that only the spirit-begotten may understand 
the deep things of God at all; and that their understanding 
would be in proportion as they attain more and more a filling, 
a saturation with the spirit of holiness, the spirit o f God, the 
spirit of Christ, the spirit of truth. Every Bible student 
should realize that if, as a new creature, he walks after the 
flesh and not after the spirit, his mind will become more or 
less darkened, and not only will his ability to understand the 
deep things of God decrease, but even his recollection of the 
Lord’s Word will decrease; and that, on the contrary, when 
he is living near to the Lord—walking after the Spirit and 
not after the flesh—his memory of the divine Word and his 
ability to appreciate its spirit are increased.

Additionally, let us remember that a correct understanding 
of the Lord’s Word is not enjoyed by all the educated and 
talented, but comes to those who are of a meek and teachable 
heart, who study the Lord’s Word and who live it and absorb 
its spirit. Thus we have illustrated to us the divine declara­
tion, “ Not by might [greatness], nor by power,, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.”—Zechariah 4:6.

The lesson to us is that no matter how great, no matter 
how able any brother or sister may be, this will not make such 
fit to be a leader of the Lord’s people unless he have addi­
tionally the all-important items—first, a knowledge of the 
Lord's Word; and second, the possession o f a good degree of 
the spirit of truth—one who always dare be trusted as an 
ambassador of the Lord. None others should be recognized 
as teachers or leaders amongst the Lord’s people. It is the 
thought of churehianity that only the great, the learned, the 
talented, should be the ministers of the Lord’s Word; but the 
Bible’s presentation is to the contrary of this. “ The spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the good tidings to the meek.”— Isaiah 61:1.

It is in view of these things that we feel justified in urging 
upon the classes of Bible students everywhere that they esteem 
with double honor such elder brethren as manifest the spirit 
of the Lord, the spirit of meekness, the spirit of gentleness, 
the spirit of patience, the spirit of long-suffering, the spirit 
of brotherly-kindness, and the spirit of love— those who have 
a good knowledge of the Word of God and of the divine plan, 
and who manifest an appreciation of the spirit of truth, the 
spirit of holiness, and who have an aptness to teach; and that 
on the contrary, all others be refused.

THE V. D. M. QUESTIONS
Long ago we called attention to the fact that many of the 

titles applied by the nominal church to their ministers are 
wholly un-Scriptural—Reverend, Most Reverend, Doctor of 
Divinity, etc. They are not only opposed to the letter, but 
also to the spirit of the Scriptures. We called attention to 
the fact that the words elder, deacon and pastor are Scriptural 
terms. We also called attention to the Latin title, Verbi Dei 
Minister (Y. D. M.), and stated that this expresses exactly 
the Bible thought that every representative of Christ who 
preaches in public is a minister of the divine Word—not a 
minister of human creeds or of self. All Bible students ap­
proved of God and of his people are of necessity Ministers of 
the divine Word— each according to his talents, opportunities 
and restrictions, as set forth in the Bible.

In view of the fact that quite a good many classes of 
Bible students seem to be not sufficiently particular in respect 
to the qualifications of those whom they choose as their rep­
resentatives, we formulated a number of questions styled, V. 
D. M. Questions, believing that the study of these questions 
would be helpful to everybody, and that the answers o f them 
would help to mark out such as have a reasonable knowledge 
of the divine Word, and whose ministries, therefore, it might 
be hoped would be profitable and not injurious. These ques­
tions are not sectarian, but would be proper for any minister 
of any denomination. Neither are they catch questions, in­
tended to trip up the unwary. They are simple bona fide 
queries, the answering o f which should be helpful to each indi­
vidual, and especially helpful in designating those fit to be 
teachers and leaders amongst the Lord’s people.

These were prepared and sent to the pilgrims— the travel­
ing preachers sent forth under the auspices of the W atch  
T ower  B ible and  T ract Society, and to all representatives 
of the Society in any capacity everywhere. Next came appli-
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cations from elders and deacons in various quarters, and from 
others of the Bible students. Then we advised that the ques­
tions be studied and answered, as formulated, by all Bible 
students. We received many applications, and many of these 
have been filled out and returned. It is our recommendation 
to all the classes that any brother not able to answer these 
questions in a reasonable way be not considered a suitable rep­
resentative.

In order that all Bible students may have these questions 
and note their simplicity, we publish them below. Brothers 
Sturgeon, Burgess and Stephenson have been appointed a com­
mittee to examine the answers sent in by the pilgrims. We 
have no doubt that every one of their answers will be found 
satisfactory as a whole. None will be rejected except for good 
cause, and this will be duly pointed out. By vote the New 
York City class decided that none should serve it as elders or 
deacons who could not give a reasonably satisfactory reply to 
these questions. We suggest a somewhat similar course in all 
the classes. The examiners of the answers could either be a 
committee from the class or, if desired, the Society’s repre­
sentatives above mentioned, to examine the answers and give 
their criticisms upon request.

V. D. M. QUESTIONS FOR ADVANCED BIBLE STUDENTS
(1) What was the first creative act of God?
(2) What is the meaning of the word “ Logos,” as asso­

ciated with the Son of God? and what is signified by the words 
Father and Son?

(3) When and how did sin enter the world?
(4) What is the divine penalty for sin upon the sinners? 

and who are the sinners?
(5) Why was it necessary for the “ Logos” to be made 

flesh? and was he “ incarnated” ?
(6) Of what nature was the Man Christ Jesus from infancy 

to death?
(7) Of what nature is Jesus since the resurrection; and 

what is his official relation to Jehovah?
(8) What is the work of Jesus during this Gospel age— 

during the time from Pentecost until now?
(9) What has thus far been done for the world of man­

kind by Jehovah God? and what by Jesus?
(10) What is the divine purpose in respect to the church 

when completed?
(11) What is the divine purpose in respect to the world 

of mankind?
(12) What will be the fate of the finally incorrigible?
(13) What will be the reward or blessings which will come 

to the world of mankind through obedience to Messiah’s king­
dom?

(14) By what steps may a sinner come into vital relation­
ship with Christ and with the heavenly Father?

(15) After a Christian has been begotten of the holy 
Spirit, what is his course, as directed in the Word of God?

(16) Have you turned from sin to serve the living God?
(17) Have you made a full consecration of your life and 

all your powers and talents to the Lord and his service?
(18) Have you symbolized this consecration by water im­

mersion?
(19) Have you taken the I. B. S. A. Yow of holiness of 

life?
(20) Have you read thoroughly and carefully the six vol­

umes o f Studies in the Scriptures?
(21) Have you derived much enlightenment and benefit 

therefrom?
(22) Do you believe you have a substantial and permanent 

knowledge of the Bible which will render you more efficient 
as a servant of the Lord throughout the remainder of your 
life?

Note: It is, of course, expected that each person filling
out one of these reports will do so from his own knowledge 
and not by inquiring for or copying the answers of others. 
T he B ible, Studies in the Scriptures and T abernacle 
Shadows may be consulted, however, and citations given.

SUPPOSED OBJECTIONS ANSWERED
One, and only one, objection was raised to the foregoing 

—a fear that it is Babylonish, sectarian. Ah! it is wonderful 
how the great adversary strives always to make out that the 
right is wrong, that the light is darkness. Babylon’s method 
is to take all power and authority out of the hands of the 
people of God and put it into the hands of one person or a 
clique of preachers or bishops or elders. Our aim continually 
is to preserve the liberty of each ecclesia and have each rec- 
oginze its own authority and responsibility.

Our reply to the objecting brother may be of interest to 
all of our readers, and so we present it below:

Dear Brother:—I am glad to see you scrupulously careful 
of all of the rights and liberties of the church of God, and

careful to oppose anything that would seem to savor of sec­
tarianism.

I remind you that sectarianism is an attempt on the part of 
many companies or classes to control each other in matters of 
doctrine and practise. We are suggesting nothing of this 
kind, but feel as much opposed to it as you do. We are not 
attempting to establish any law or rule which must govern 
all the classes of the Lord’s people, but merely suggesting to 
them the establishment of law and order in their own midst, 
by themselves.

For instance, each member of every class in voting for 
elders and deacons should certainly consider before voting 
the qualifications of those for whom he votes: (1) What
are his religious professions as respects faith in the teachings 
of the Bible on the fundamental points; (2) Whether or 
not the one to be voted for is clear in his understanding of 
the truth so as to be apt at teaching it to others; (3) 
Whether or not the individual has made a consecration of 
himself to the Lord and has symbolized it; (4) Whether or 
not the individual manifests a high standard of morals in his 
deportment, and whether or not he is in sympathy with high 
ideals such as are represented in the Vow.

Heretofore, the classes have been obliged to surmise on 
these subjects, and our proposal now is that they do not sur­
mise, but ask the brethren our list of V. D. M. Questions or 
any other set of questions which the class may prefer, and 
have their answers to these questions before deciding that 
they are suitable representatives of the class as its honored 
servants. This maintains the authority of the class, the 
ecclesia, as no sectarian system docs, and makes the class the 
judges of the qualifications of its representatives as the Bible 
directs should be shown by the stretching forth of the hand 
and the ordaining or authorizing of the individual to serve as 
a representative of the class.

Your letter intimates a query as to the propriety of ap­
pointing three brethren to examine the answers to the V. D. 
M. Questions.

I reply that each class certainly has the right to recognize 
or appoint certain brethren in whose judgment they would 
have confidence to examine the answers given to the questions, 
and to report if any of them were answered unsatisfactorily 
in their judgment— so that the class could have the final de­
cision. This seems to be an easier way than to have each 
member of the class read over the answers to the questions 
before voting. However, the matter is one for the class to 
decide. In the case of the New York City congregation, the 
vote was unanimous that all would have confidence in the 
broad-minded decision of the three brethren approved as a 
committee of examiners.

In respect to the Vow: Your letter seems to intimate that
you have some opposition to it, and think an acknowledgment 
of its principles should not be required. Instead of saying 
what there is in the Vow that you object to, you hide behind 
the proposition that the expressions of the Vow are not found 
in that particular form in the Scriptures. I remind you that 
nothing in the English language is found in the Scriptures, 
because they were written in another language; and further­
more, that our hymns are not found in the Scriptures, and 
that what we believe to be clear statements of our faith are 
not found in the Scriptures in the very terms in which wo 
would express them today. The Scriptures lay down for us 
the general principles of righteous living, and the true founda­
tions of the faith once delivered unto the saints. We are to 
see to it that all we sing and preach and pray and write 
and do, is in line with these fundamental principles which the 
Bible sets forth. The great mass of T he W atch T ower 
readers have informed us that they believe that the phraseology 
of the Vow is in full harmony with the essence and spirit of 
the Word of God. I f  it is, and any brother finds himself in 
opposition to it, is he not finding himself in opposition to the 
spirit of God’s Word? and if so, would he be a suitable rep­
resentative of any class of Bible students, as its elder or 
deacon? We think not. I f  any fault can be found with the 
Vow— if it can be shown to be in any sense or degree an­
tagonistic to or out of harmony with the letter and essence 
of the Word of God we want to know it in no uncertain 
terms—all Bible students would want to know this. But no 
one has yet shown any antagonism nor any deflections in the 
letter and spirit of the Vow from the letter and spirit of the 
Bible. We therefore advise all classes that anybody unwilling 
to assent to the Vow, unwilling to make it his own, has some­
thing the matter with him—either his head or his heart, in 
our judgment, must be out of harmony with the letter and 
spirit of God’s Word and he w-ould not be a suitable elder or 
deacon.

I  trust, dear Brother, that as you read this over and pon-
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<ler it and pray about it, you will realize that you have erred 
in your first judgment; or if you think of any points that I 
have not covered and thoroughly answered, it will afford me 
pleasure to have you state those points.

I here remind you that this Vow is unto the Lord, and not 
unto the brethren! We hold therefore that any one who 
declares that he has taken the Vow, has not brought himself 
thereby under bondage to any of the brethren; but merely 
declared to the brethren the obligation he has recognized and

declared to the Lord—hence it would not be the province of 
the brethren to investigate the affairs of the brother who de­
clares he has taken the Vow, any more after his declaration 
than before it. The keeping of that Vow is between the in­
dividual and the Lord. It neither adds to nor diminishes his 
responsibility to the brethren and the class. His declaration 
that he has taken the Vow merely informs the brethren of 
the high standard of moral living which he recognizes and is 
seeking to follow.

WORLD-WIDE PASTORAL WORK
About five hundred classes of Associated Bible Students 

have voluntarily elected the Editor as their Pastor, and have 
notified the W atch T ower B ible and T ract Society of the 
fact— requesting that in addition to his expositions and pas­
torals through T he W atch T ower columns, he would remem­
ber them in prayer and also from time to time send them 
such advice as he might believe would be for their profit and 
the Lord’s glory through representatives and by mail.

We have rejoiced to note activity in the Lord’s service 
amongst the brethren, and have done our best to open up 
ways and means by which they could render service to the 
great King and assistance to his followers. But only of late 
has the Lord deeply impressed upon our attention a consid­
erable work in which the sisters might engage with profit both 
to themselves and to the cause.

Before suggesting the matter to outside classes, we made 
a trial of it in New York City. The resulting success was 
so pronounced that we felt justified in calling it to the atten­
tion of all the classes which have notified us of our election 
as their Pastor, sending to each class copies of the following 
letters—one to the regular class secretary for the benefit of 
the elders and the class in general, and the other for the 
special use of the sister chosen to be the Pastor’s lieutenant 
in this work. The publication of the letters here will make 
the whole matter the better known to each member of such 
classes, some of whom may not have heard the reading or may 
have forgotten the contents.

PASTORAL WORK IN WHICH SISTERS CO-OPERATE
Some months ago we called the attention of T he W atch 

T ower readers to an important Follow-up Work possible m 
connection with addresses received at Public Meetings, Drama 
Exhibitions, from colporteur lists, etc.—persons who suppo­
sedly have some interest in religious matters and who pre­
sumably would bo more or less amenable to the truth. We 
have since been attempting to classify and arrange these ad­
dresses, but there are so many of them and our time is so 
limited that we have gotten comparatively few into the shape 
originally intended. Rather than delay the important work 
further, we purpose sending lists of addresses to those who 
will be co-laborers in this Pastoral Work, at once, that they 
may be copied and classified by the workers of each district.

While this branch of the work is intended for the sisters 
only, because we find that usually they are more successful 
and additionally have more time to invest in the work, never­
theless we are not proposing anything which would ignore 
the classes of the I. B. S. A. Indeed, so far as we are able to 
designate, we are suggesting this work only to classes which 
have informed us that they have chosen me as their Pastor.

The plan is to bring together the sisters of each class who 
have time at their disposal and the desire to engage as Pas­
toral Workers under this plan. In such a group, of course, 
there would be some with more and some with less talent 
for the service, and some who could do one part of the work, 
but who would be totally unfit for another part. Hence it is 
desirable that the sisters choose from their number a Lieu­
tenant having considerable time at her disposal and consider­
able executive ability, and that breadth of mind which would 
enable her to appreciate and use the position properly, divid­
ing the work wisely amongst the others and herself. Before 
the Lieutenant would be elected, prayer should be made for 
wisdom and guidance in the matter. I have already asked 
the Lord for special blessing upon such arrangements and 
will continue so to do. Any sister not qualified for the 
service ought to rejoice that she has the privilege of setting 
herself aside for the good of the cause, and might take 
pleasure in helping another sister who possesses the neces­
sary tact and other qualifications for the work. The Lord 
will look at our hearts and reward us according to our faith­
fulness to him and to the truth, and not merely according 
to the amount of our work.

The activities of this committee, elsewhere detailed, will 
in a general way consist of visiting the addresses mentioned, 
ascertaining interest, removing prejudice, loaning Studies, 
etc.; and the culmination of the project is to interest as many

as possible to the extent of gathering them into classes— 
first to hear Chart Talks, and later to become regular Berean 
Classes. When the matter is workked up sufficiently, the Lieu­
tenant will call upon the elders of the I. B. S. A. class to 
appoint thoroughly competent brethren to give the Chart 
Talks. Meantime the elder brethren should be qualifying 
along this line. Shortly we will have a new edition of “ Out­
lines of Chart Discourses,” which will be helpful to them 
and which we will supply free. We will also be prepared 
shortly with a good supply of Cloth Charts for such service.

After the Chart Talks have been given and the Study 
Classes arranged for, the elders of the class will be expected 
to see to it that the classes are supplied regularly with effi­
cient teachers. Remember the Apostle’s instructions as to the 
qualifications of a teacher—“ apt to teach.”  Do not spoil the 
Lord’s work by any favoritism or by seeking either to give or 
to receive honor according to the flesh. Let our motto in 
everything be “ God First,”  and self and every way of the 
flesh subordinate.

The plan is already in operation in several of the large 
cities with astonishing success. We think it strange we did 
not sooner realize the importance of this work and get it 
into operation. But perhaps it is a part of the work of the 
present hour—perhaps in some way it is connected with the 
smiting of the waters with the mantle of Elijah. We could 
not suggest that it would fulfil that type, but merely that it 
may be one of the features connected with it.

With this introduction to the work we leave the matter 
in the hands of the Lord’s people, praying divine blessing 
upon all who are disposed voluntarily to co-operate.

With this we are furnishing some suggestive hints as to 
method of procedure. With Christian love,

Your brother and servant in the Lord,
C. T. Russell.

HINTS TO PASTORAL WORKERS IN LARGE CITIES
The Pastoral letter, sent sometimes through a special rep­

resentative and sometimes through the class secretary, being 
read to the I. B. S. A. class, constitutes a call for a meeting 
of all the sisters of the class who have the time and strength 
to invest in the work described. Their first meeting should 
be for the purpose of choosing from their number one whom 
they believe to be the Lord’s choice, to serve as Lieutenant, 
and another to be the Pastoral-Work Secretary and Treasurer.

(We regret that through some misunderstanding our repre­
sentative appointed Lieutenants at some of the conventions; 
and that when our Pastoral Letter arrived directing the elec­
tion of the Lieutenant and Secretary a little confusion en­
sued. The Society’s representatives are properly appointed, but 
in all matters connected with the classes their choice or their 
sanction of our choice is the rule. So in this case: while we 
doubt not that very suitable sisters were appointed, we request 
that the sisters of each class vote on the question and advise 
us of the results.)

The class will doubtless consider it a privilege to supply 
the moderate expenses that will be incidental to this branch 
of the service, but should it not be so disposed, and should 
tlie matter be neglected, refer the same to the below address 
before it has been longer than a month in the regular monthly 
report, calling attention to it very particularly.

All reports should be signed by the Lieutenant and the 
Secretary-Treasurer. Of course, we should be notified imme­
diately after you have had this first meeting—the number pres­
ent and your selection for Lieutenant and Secretary-Treasurer.

Your first meeting will help to make you acquainted with 
each other and to enkindle your enthusiasm respecting this 
part of the work, and enable the Pastor’s representative (if 
present) to form an estimate of the material she will have 
to use and how it can best be used. Wherever possible we 
are sending Sister Genevieve Sanford to assist in the organ­
ization and classification and explanation of what we have 
found to be the successful methods of work. I f  she be with 
you the explanations here will be the less important, except as 
you shall wish to have them for reference when she has gone. 
But if for any reason Sister Sanford cannot be with you,
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remember that all the more you will need to depend upon the 
Lord and to exercise your own best wisdom, justice and love 
in all arrangements. “ Let nothing be done through strife or 
vain glory.’ AT t h e  SECOND MEETING

This meeting should not be long deferred— “ Weld while 
the iron is hot.” Our representatives are first to remember 
that system is necessary to the best results in anything. Be­
fore the second meeting the Lieutenant should procure four 
city maps as clear and distinct as possible, and four direc­
tories of city streets; a red pencil and a blue pencil and a 
couple of pads of stiff writing paper. The Lieutenant should 
prepare the first map herself—afterwards give it as a sample 
to helpers that they may prepare the other three maps.

Using one of your colored pencils, divide your city into 
sections of approximately ten blocks one way and fifteen the 
other; or 12x12, or 5x25, as may be most suitable to the 
shape of your city. After thus dividing the map, number the 
different districts with the other colored pencil.

Some of the names furnished you by the Society will be 
on cards, addresses on which some of the sisters can be set to 
locating on the maps. When they find the district to which 
they belong, that number, in colored pencil, should be marked 
on the card plainly. Others of the names sent to you will be 
in lists, and each of these will need to be written off on a small 
pad-paper and in turn each address will need to have its 
colored figure representing the district to which it belongs.

Cheap file cards may be made by cutting stiff letter paper 
into convenient sizes, approximately like small post-cards. 
Do not immediately transfer the names from the Drama card 
or other memorandum or address to the file cards. Merely 
locate the addresses and district them. When interest is con­
firmed the address can be transferred to the file card.

Secure address of every sister in the congregation, and 
let these be the start of the file cards, a red cross in the 
corner indicating that she is in the truth. Her district should 
be indicated also on the map, and a small “ x”  should indicate 
approximately the location of her home.

The Lieutenant should select district workers according 
to supposed efficiency and without partiality. Give each 
worker preferably the district in which she lives, as her field 
of activity, or a district near, or otherwise the nearest dis­
trict possible.

I f  you have an abundance of helpers, one in each district 
might attend to the book-loaning, and another to making 
calls on the addresses, but if the workers are not sufficient in 
number let the calling be done first and the book-loaning be a 
subsequent work, except as the person called upon might not 
have the books, but be willing to accept a volume on loan.

The sisters should report to the Lieutenant within a week. 
You may find that some of them have been hindered by sick­
ness, or others have not found the time they had expected, 
or others may have broken down and proved inefficient, while 
still others may need further explanations and assistance. 
Write a kindly letter to any sister who fails to report in a 
week, encouraging her, expressing appreciation for what she 
already has done and hopes respecting her further progress, 
and assuring her that you will be pleased to have a call from 
her in respect to anything she does not fully understand. 
Keep each branch of the service up to its full capacity.

As the sisters complete their visits in their districts the 
cards or other addresses showing no interest at all should 
be destroyed by the Lieutenant. Then three copies of ad­
dresses of all showing any interest should be made on the 
file cards, one copy for your file, one to be sent to the Brooklyn 
office, and the other copy to be retained by the district worker 
for further use. Impress upon the sisters the need of care in 
handling cards, lest any addresses should be lost. This copy­
ing should be done as promptly as possible.

Some of the districts should be ready for Chart Talks 
within two weeks after the opening. With much Christian 
love,

Your brother and servant in the Lord,
C. T. Bussell.

N. B.— We will supply you monthly report blanks, which 
please send to Brooklyn at the close of each month, addressing 

P astoral W ork Department, 
e|o Mrs. Gcnecicvo Sanford,

122 Columbia Hts., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
HINTS TO DISTRICT WORKERS RE PASTORAL WORK

Arrange your address cards and memoranda alphabeti­
cally. Copy them in this order—alphabetically—into a book, 
leaving room for four or five names under each letter. Then 
you can rearrange your cards according to convenience in 
calling. I f  any of the cards are not sufficiently neat In ap­
pearance, they should be copied, rather than use anything un­
satisfactory.

Wherever possible, these cards or memoranda should have 
a notation of what the individual called upon has already had 
in the way of truth literature, as a guide to you in respect 
to what you shall say when you call. Arrange the cards so 
as to economize your time in making the visits. After each 
call write a brief history of that call on the card; for in­
stance, “ Interested, will attend Chart Talks” ; or, “ Not In­
terested” ; or, “ Moved,” etc. This information on each card 
you should give to the Lieutenant every two weeks, that she 
may transfer the information to her file, destroying those 
showing “ Moved” or “ No interest.”

While the meetings to be held will be supervised by the 
elders of the I. B. S. A. class, we wish still to keep well in 
touch. Hence please report weekly by post-card to the Lieu­
tenant the numbers in attendance at the meetings, and any­
thing else that would seem to be helpful, as also the names 
of any who purchase the books. Bemember, however, that 
while it is disirable that the people should buy the books— 
because they will then give the more earnest heed to the read­
ing of them—yet nothing that would give any suggestion of 
merchandising the truth is to be sanctioned. Bather than give 
the impression of trying to sell books, we would offer to loan 
them; but if the person prefers to purchase, of course we 
would be glad to have it so.

DISTRICT WORKERS’ CANVASS
“ Good morning! Is this where Mrs. Wood lives!”
“ Yes.”
“ I am making some calls respecting a Circulating Library 

for Home Bible Study. 1 think you indicated an interest in 
this work some time ago. I would like to talk the matter 
over with you, if agreeable.”

After being invited in, continue:
“ At that time, Mrs. Wood, I believe you purchased a set 

of books called Studies in  th e  Scriptures.. May I inquire 
whether or not you found in them something that interested 
you?”

This is merely a supposed start to the conversation, which 
of course should vary according to the circumstances of the 
case, which you have noted on the card. What you shall say 
further must depend on circumstances as you find them. 
Possibly you will get a suggestion or a statement that the 
party found nothing to interest her, but that she knows of 
some people who are much interested. You thus have the 
opportunity of learning the address of others; and perhaps, 
by a little wise conversation, you may awaken interest in the 
one who you are interviewing. Or the trouble may be preju­
dice, slander or misrepresentation. Such opportunities for 
correcting false impressions aTe valuable. Each worker should 
earnestly pray and continuously for wisdom from Above to 
say the right thing, and for grace from the Lord—meekness, 
patience, love in the heart—that her words might be like per­
fume and an anointing oil to all who are in sympathy with 
righteousness.

If the lady has not the books, offer to loan her a volume, 
and tell her of the proposal soon to have some Chart Talks 
on “ The Divine Plan,” given in that district. Explain 
to her how the Chart of the A ges helps to open the Bible to 
our understanding and to make it a new book. Assure her 
that tho volume you offer to loan her will awaken her in­
terest keenly, because it is different from other religious 
books and gives the chapter and verse, showing that it is 
really the message of God’s Word, even though different from 
what some of us had supposed. Inquire whether she would like 
to be notified respecting the Chart Talks when arranged for. 
Elsewhere we give some remarks especially on book-loaning, 
which see. On leaving, express the hope that your next call 
will find that she has read considerable and is deeply inter­
ested.

Write a brief history of this interview on your address 
memoranda,, before going on to your next call. While cover­
ing your district note especially those who indicate sufficient 
interest to attend a Chart Talk. Be on the lookout also for 
the Lord’s guidance for a place in which to hold the meet­
ing— someone who has expressed interest and whose large par­
lor or sitting room would seem to be a favorable place. In 
such a case you might remark, “ I was just thinking how 
convenient this room would be for such meetings, if you 
would like to have them here. I could not say definitely 
whether this would be considered the most suitable place or 
not, but would be glad, if you thought well, to make a memor­
andum that you would like to have the meetings here.

Confer with the Lieutenant respecting what you have, 
found and the most suitable time for holding the meeting and 
the most suitable place— the Lieutenant, in turn, keeping in 
touch with the elders of the ecclesia before deciding definitely 
on the subject.
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As soon as the decision respecting the Chart Talks has 
been reached, call again upon those who seem favorable. Tell 
them about the arrangement and ask -whether you may expect 
to see them there. Additionally, write a post-card to each of 
them the day before the meeting. It might read something 
like this: “Just to remind you that we are to meet tomorrow, 
Thursday evening, to hear a talk on the Chart of the A ges 
at the home of Mrs. Wood, 122 West Charles St., at 7:30. I 
note that your home is about nine blocks from Mrs. Wood’s 
home and suggest that the Fulton Street car, running east, 
will take you within one block. Get off at E Street. Yours, 
etc.”— Signed.

You should be sure to be in attendance at every Chart 
Talk in your district, and should call on the interested to 
keep the interest alive, though the call need not be a lengthy 
one. Send also a post-card reminder each week.

At the close of the series of Chart Talks, a Question Meet­
ing on the Chart will be in order, and should be announced 
by the lecturer himself. It is to be hoped that the elders will 
select only wise and capable brethren for this important serv­
ice. If a considerable number of those present so desire, it 
might he intimated at this meeting that a First Volume 
Berean Study could be started.

Meantime, ascertain some other friendly one who would 
like to have the Berean Study in her home, provided the one 
who has volunteered the apartments for the Chart Talks 
should not seem anxious to have the Berean Study follow in 
her home. Other things being equal, the Berean study should 
preferably be held in the home of one of the Bible students. 
Let the vote for Berean Study of First Volume be taken on 
the night of the Question Meeting, the fourth night of the 
Chart Talks— the fourth week.

After the Berean Class has gotten properly started, you 
may consider it as weaned and, if other important work pre­
sents itself, may feci free. Keep in touch with the class; and 
should any of its members fail to attend for two weeks, be 
sure that you call upon them before the third meeting.

These classes should be notified respecting all public lec­
tures, should be made acquainted with the meetings of the 
I. B. S. A. class as soon as their interest begins to develop. It 
is preferable that not many of the regular Bible students 
attend these Chart Talks and Berean Studies at first, lest the 
newcomers should be embarrassed and lest the parlors be too 
crowded; and that the newcomers may the more freely ask 
questions and he in less danger of being stumbled—all of the 
lecturing and leading being done by the one experienced 
brother chosen by the elders.

We advise that no singing be done at the Chart Talks, nor 
at first at the Berean Study Lessons. Every meeting, how­
ever, might be properly opened with a brief prayer. The 
meetings should begin promptly and not continue longer than 
one hour. Please call this to the attention of the leader.

Never sell anything at Chart Talk meetings, considering 
that those in attendance are your invited guests. If they do 
not have the books, their homes will be the proper place at 
which to suggest the purchase.

The Society will furnish, through the Lieutenant, ques­
tion books for all such classes, free.

Each district worker should have with her when making 
her first calls in the district a copy of Vol. I., Scripture 
Studies, so that she could refer to it, saying, “ This is the 
study which I hope will stimulate your interest in Biblical 
themes.” Then will be an opportunity for you to give a talk 
on the book, offering to loan it if the listener is interested.

Report in person or by letter at least every two weeks to 
the Pastor’s Lieutenant, and every week during the time that 
the lectures are in progress.

Should you need assistance do not yourself attempt to 
select an associate, but refer this matter to the Pastor’s Lieu­
tenant, who has the full responsibility.

Call upon the Bible student sisters residing in your district. 
They may be able to give you some information. Do not per­
mit such calls to be of the ordinary kind, with minds diverted 
to chit-chat or gossip, but hold yourself strictly to your work 
and be an example. If the circumstances are favorable it 
would not be inappropriate to have a prayer with such a 
sister. If such a sister is not engaged in any service, but has 
time for it, make a mental note of what you think she would 
be best suited for. and draw the matter to the attention of the 
Lieutenant, with full particulars as to the time at her dis­
posal. health, activity, age. color, married or single, etc.; also 
in respect to her spiritual condition, and whether or not she 
is well posted in the truth and apt at giving it out. Note 
whether the sister is inactive or discouraged or new in the 
truth. Let this information come to you as naturally as pos­
sible, without boring or close questioning. Note also if she 
is of a gentle spirit or the contrary.

This information may be valuable to the Lieutenant when 
at some future time selecting suitable persons to make calls, 
to read to shut-ins, to fold tracts or to distribute volunteer 
matter for Chart Talks, Drama, Public Lectures, etc.

Always remember your privilege in connection with the 
stimulating of the sisters in the truth, as well as all with 
whom you come in contact, with respect to the glorious things 
of the divine plan and our wonderful opportunities and privi­
leges.

The book-loaning is a separate work entirely from what 
we have outlined above; yet where the helpers are numerous 
and the cards of the interested ones few, the district worker 
may obtain the consent of the Lieutenant to add the book- 
loaning feature, which we elsewhere describe.

We suggest the importance of full consecration of heart 
and life to the Lord before undertaking such work—before 
it will be acceptable or pleasing to the Lord. Then the con­
secration should be kept up to date. Every morning divine 
blessing and guidance should be sought; and every evening a 
report of our endeavors, failures and desires should be made 
to our glorious Head, that we may find grace to help in every 
time of need. Everybody called upon should be impressed 
with our manifestation of the holy Spirit of love, and with 
the fact that it alone has actuated our visit. We should sym­
pathize with all who have good desires in any sense of the 
word; and those who are deep in churchianity, for we are 
glad to find them interested in higher things; with others 
who have turned away from churchianity, for we know how 
hard it is to retain faith under present church conditions; 
and with others who have been prejudiced, for we are not 
surprised, and much prefer prejudice to lukewarmness.

Very truly your servant, C. T. R ussell.
PASTORAL WORK EXTENDED LATER

It may seem early in this work to suggest an extension of 
effort outside of the large cities to smaller cities and villages. 
However, we think it best to lay before you the entire scheme, 
that we may be working together to the one end—the finding 
of God’s jewels everywhere.

One suggestion is that the Pastor’s Lieutenant and the 
elders in each large I. B. S. A. class be ready to cooperate, as 
God’s providence may indicate, with smaller classes within a 
radius of— say forty miles. After getting the work of your 
own city well under control and everybody busy— Chart 
Talks going, Bible studies going—then look afield to help 
others.

Some of the smaller classes may be able to adapt our sug­
gestions to their own immediate conditions, and some may 
not. Such as are not able to do so we recommend should 
appeal to us or to the larger classes When they want advice 
or assistance. Then will be your opportunity. But let us 
never forget the Lord’s arrangement—that each class has 
charge of its own affairs, and only as it might request 
or desire should any other class intrude or assist. Extension 
work may therefore best be done in towns where there are 
no classes—the Eureka Drama possibly being used to open the 
door.

LIEUTENANT AND SMALL CLASSES CONTIGUOUS
Correspondence requesting aid in the starting of such a 

work should be sent to the P astoral W ork Committee, % 
Mrs. Genevieve Sanford, 122 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, N. 
Y. Sister Sanford, or in her absence some one authorized, 
will communicate with a large center of the work near to the 
inquirer and endeavor to provide the necessary assistance, 
instructions, etc., for a start. But the work should be carried 
on practically the same as in the larger centers, with such 
adaptations as may be necessary.

DISTRICT BOOK LOANING
An important feature of the Pastoral work now being 

widely undertaken is the loaning of Studies in the Scrip­
tures. We recommend that only Vol. 1. generally be dis­
tributed; but of course we should be glad to loan other 
volumes subsequently, if desired. Our hope would be that an 
interest would develop which would eventually lead interested 
ones to desire to own the entire set of Scripture Studies; 
and since they are sold for so small a price—considerably less 
than cost of manufacture—none could think of our having 
any mercenary object in connection with their sale. Either 
the regular edition or the karatol may be used, but in some 
respects we favor the latter; for it looks smaller and therefore 
invites the attention of the busy. Nevertheless some may 
prefer the other edition because more easily read by the 
elderly.

A chief, or librarian, of either sex, may be chosen by the 
class. On account of the weight of the books, a brother 
having a central office or store is sometimes preferable for 
librarian. The book supply should be kept at some place of 
easy access to all the workers.
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The class should purchase as many volumes as it desires 
to use. These will be supplied at the rate charged colpor­
teurs— 25c per volume, for each of the first three, and 30c for 
each of the second three volumes (in lots of 50), plus freight 
charges. Each volume should be numbered, and the numbers 
may as well begin with 500. If the number be plainly marked 
upon the paper cover, it will facilitate the keeping track of 
the books given out to each worker, and loaned by the worker 
to the interested.

In order that those visited may not think that they are 
being offered charity in the loaning of a book, we style this 
work the starting of a Circulating Library for Home Bible 
Study, otherwise they might be offended, and say, “We are 
able to buy all the books we need,”  or, “ We can get at the 
Public Library whatever books we desire.”

The volume should be loaned for two weeks and a call 
made to collect at the end of that time; but of course if 
there is any interest manifested and for some reason it has 
not been read in the interim, it might be loaned afresh. Make 
a memorandum of the date when the book was loaned, and 
make a monthly report to the book-loaning department of the 
class, as well as to the Pastor’s Lieutenant.

CANVASS OF TH E BOOK LOANER.
“ I am making some calls in the interest of A Circulating 

L ibrary for Home B ible Study. I wish to talk the matter 
over with you and enlist your cooperation. This movement 
is an organized effort to provide everyone who loves the 
Bible with the means to understand its mysteries—making 
God’s great Book plainly understood.

“ I have brought with me a little volume containing sixteen 
Studies that cover The Divine Plan of the A ges. If you 
are interested in the Bible, I should be glad to loan it to you.”

Upon the acceptance of your proposition say:
“Now, by taking one Study a day you will finish the 

Volume in twc weeks, with an extra Study on Sunday. By 
that time you will be so well informed on God’s Plan that its 
various divisions will be well defined in your mind. Would 
you be willing to take one Study a day if you could be sure 
that in two weeks you would understand God’s purposes 
toward you and yours and the whole world?”

“ Yes!”
“Well, that is just what I propose to guarantee you! But 

remember, my guarantee is based upon your promise of a 
Study a day, which will require only about one-half hour 
each day.”

Nothing in this book-loaning work interferes at all with 
the work of regular colporteurs, and the loaner is fully au­
thorized to take an order for books at any time, but is 
cautioned to remember that this is not her special work.

SOME QUERIES ANSWERED
We take this opportunity of answering publicly some 

queries that we have received about this work.
(1) Should brethren also engage in this work?
We have not invited the brethren to engage in this work 

because we believe that there are other things which they can 
do that sisters cannot do. Besides, while there are tactless 
sisters who might do more harm than good in this Pastoral 
Work, we believe that on the whole the sisters are apt to 
display as much tact as the brothers or more; although there 
are some brethren, of course, who are very resourceful, very 
wise. We are merely speaking in general terms and believe 
that the sisters, on the whole, can render this service better 
than can the brethren, and it gives them something special to 
do in the service of the King.

(2) Is it right, Scriptural, for the Pastor to select a 
sister to be his lieutenant in such a work?

We believe it to be in full harmony with the Lord’s 
teachings that the sisters might so be used. All who receive 
the holy Spirit, as previously pointed out, are anointed to 
preach the Gospel. The Lord, through St. Paul, has seen fit to 
limit the conditions under which a sister may preach—that 
her preaching may not be of a public character, and that she 
may not be considered a teacher in the church. Nothing in 
this, however, interferes with her doing private Pastoral 
Work of the kind here suggested.

(3) After the sisters shall have formed classes for Bible 
study, what would be the necessary procedure if there were 
no consecrated brother in the class, or none qualified to give 
a Chart Talk or other address?

In such event, inquiry might be made of some nearby 
class whether or not one of its elders might be spared to 
render this assistance. If there be no nearby class, or if 
none could be spared to render the assistance, the Pastor 
hereby authorizes the sisters to choose one of their num­
ber as his representative to give the Chart Talk and, subse­
quently, to start a Berean Bible Study. She should per­

form her duties with head covered, explaining the significance 
of this to the audience, and declaring that she is merely serv­
ing because of the necessity of the case, until some conse­
crated brother shall have developed the necessary knowledge 
and qualifications to become the leader. Furthermore, she 
should remind all present that the Apostle’s instruction is that 
the sisters are not to teach in the church, and that a class 
of inquirers is not understood to be an organized class of 
Bible students or an eeclesia or body of Christ, but merely 
novices who, it is hoped, will develop speedily to maturity.

(4) Ought some of the younger brethren be drilled into 
this work by having them occasionally address the regular 
class?

Assuredly novices should not be introduced into this work. 
Good intentions count with the Lord as respects the heart; 
but more than good intentions are needed for his service, 
according to the instructions of the Word. Only those that 
have a talent for public speaking, and additionally have a 
clear knowledge of the truth and an aptitude for teaching— 
only such should be assigned to the important work of inter­
esting people who have only recently come to a knowledge of 
the truth and to a limited degree, and whose minds are more 
or less prejudiced with erroneous ideas. The very best talent 
that the class possesses will be none too good for this service.

Let us say, additionally, that to invite novices to address 
the class on Sundays or at other times in a public lecture 
would be entirely wrong. The Lord’s people should not be 
bored any more than the public. Such brethren as show some 
talent should be encouraged to study and to practise, but not to 
practise upon others than themselves. We have already re­
commended, and do so again, that the less experienced of the 
brethren who feel that they have talents for the Lord’s serv­
ice might well be encouraged to have meetings by themselves, 
with perhaps some elder brother present as a moderator to 
hear them and to offer kindly criticisms— of manner, voice, 
tone, doctrinal intelligence, logic, etc. The members of the 
class should be permitted to criticize each other, but not too 
severely, lest the humbler ones should be discouraged from 
making further effort.

We recommend Chart Talks as one of the best instructions 
for these novices and one of the most efficient ways of learning 
how to present the divine plan. They should be encouraged to 
follow quite closely the outlines of Chart Discourses. Follow­
ing these three outlines, on the fourth night the audience 
should be invited to ask questions along every phase of the 
divine plan illustrated in the Chart, and a competent instructor 
should be able to answer every such question. To fulfil these 
requirements requires more than a novice; and even the 
mature of the Lord’s people will do well to keep their minds 
continually refreshed by constant study.

Although we have sent a letter on Extension Work, our 
thought is that nothing whatever should be attempted beyond 
the boundaries of the city in which the class is located until 
that city shall have been thoroughly worked. We would have 
preferred not to send that letter at the same time; but we 
considered it advisable that all the dear friends should have 
the matter well before their minds, and thus learn the wide 
possibility which may come to them, if faithful, in due 
time.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES OP SERVICE
Many of our dear friends have been astonished to find 

what opportunities this work opens up. We find that many 
who have gotten a little taste of the truth are very willing 
to attend a meeting, an entertaining Chart Talk on the divine 
plan set forth in the Bible-—some who are not interested 
enough to undertake special reading. As they become inter­
ested in a Chart Talk, they generally become interested in 
the reading; and all of the talks should be had with a view 
to impressing upon them the importance of Bible study, and 
the need that they have for the Bible Keys, if they will get 
any profit out of the study. They know, and we all know, 
that the Bible has been in the hands of the people freely for 
over one hundred years, and that much Bible reading, verse 
about and by the chapter and by so-called Bible study, has 
been going on in all denominations with little result.

Few, except Bible students, can really answer any Bible 
questions. Having learned how to study the Bible, let us con­
tinue in the same way and extend the same helping hands to 
others. Nevertheless, if there are some who have not yet 
convinced themselves of the folly of the old method of Bible 
study, it is not for us to hinder them, but to bid them God­
speed, and ourselves to continue in the way in which the Lord 
has blessed us and is continuing to bless us.

SMITING OF JORDAN NOT FAR OFF
Our thought, dear brethren and sisters, is that a great 

work is before us, and that in proportion as we get ready for
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